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editorial

toward

The exoct hour of the liberation of Phnom Penh has
nat yet been fixed, But the fall of the Lon Mol re-
gime iz inevitable given the present course of the
struggles in Combodia. New military defeats for

the puppet army ore in the offing. Meore important,
the certainty that the Cambodion people will scon
be victorious in their struggle agaimst U.5. impe-
rialism has now spread beyond reve lutionary circles,
That certainty is now felt througheut all world pub-
lic opinian. The latest debates in the American
senate and House of Representatives on "aid" to
Indoching have rzaffirmed this conviction: Washing-

ton is incopable of preventing the debacle,

Consequently, even before the actual liberation of
Phnom Penh, the situation in Combodia is weighing
heavily on the relationship of forces throughout
Indochina. 1t is underlining once again the deep
interdependence of the components of the Indochi-
nese revolution. Yesterday Honoi was warning the
Thai, Saigon, and American regimes against the
establishment of aerial bridges linking the Utapaa
U.5. base in Thailand to Saigon and the Combodian
capital. Teday the Provisional Revolutionary Gav-
emment and the National Liberation Front are in-
flicting @ genuine rout on Thieu's farces in the Cen-
tral Highlands and in the northern provinces of South
Wietmnam.

The importance of the lafest events in South Vietnam
should not be underestimated . Saigon is speaking
of o "redeployment of effective forces.” But that

decision demonstrates its defensive position. In re=
ality, whot we are witnessing is the initial brusk
callapse of a decisive element in the system of Amer-
ican imperialist domination of South Vietnam. To

be convineed of this Tt is sufficient merely to con-
sider the implications of Saigon's so-called tactical
retreat.

Militarily, it is one of the most decisive regions —
perhaps_even the most importont of all — that is
coming under the total cantrol of the liberatien
forces, for the Central Highlands dominate both

the Saigon region and the narrow coastal plain in
the eenter of South Vietnam. At the same fimes,
hard fighting is going on east and northwest of Sai-
gon, and the "decay” of the puppet positions in the
Mekong Delta is being aggravated.

Pslitically, the implications of the present situation
ate even more serious for the Thieu regime. This is
trie Far three reosons. First of all becouse of the
weal: forces that have actually been committed fo
these battles by the MLF. |n foct, it was o force of
anly 1,000 men that invaded Ban Me Thuot, the
First city liberated in the Central Highlands, Ina
significant irony of history, these 1,000 men were
Maontagnards of a movement called Furle, which
hod been created by the Americans o engage the
ethnic minorities in the anticommunist struggle. [
was for revealing that fact that Paul Leandri, the
French journalist of Agence France-Presse, was mur-
dered by the offices of the Saigon security services.
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the victory

The MLF and PRG have waged their offensive essen-
tially with regional forces and not with regular di-
VisTans

Seeond, because the cities that Thieu has abandoned
are among the most important in the country: Bon
Me Thuot, Pleiku, Kontum, probably Dalaf and
Quang Tri, and perhaps even Hue. Six new provin-
cial capitals, some of them symbolic and prestigious:
Quang Tri, temporarily liberated in 1972 and re-
token by U.5. troops ofter heovy losses; Hue, the
second cify of South Vietnam, former imperial cop—
ital, inwhich U.5. marines had also engaged in
hard battles when they retock the city after the Tet
offersive in 1948,

Finally, because we are seeing a sudden and vost
extension of the liberated zones. The gain is nof
only geographical; it is ako military, economic,
palitical, and human — in spite of the aotfempis of
the puppet army to empty the obandoned regions of
their population,

Cambodio and Vietnam. The current force of the
Indochinese revolution is osserting itself with bril-
lianice. The gradual shift in the situation in favor
of the revolutionary forces that hos been going on
since the signing of the Paris accords two years age
is now leading to an outright overturn in the rela-
tionship of forces.

The fears of a Ford or o Kissinger are understandable.
The imperialist impasse in Indoching today is find-
ing an echo in Thailond, where communist guerrillas
4
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are scoring successes and where the presence of the
U.5. bases is for the fist time becoming o real po—
litical problem in Bangkok. Above all, it is the
first time that U.5. imperialism, the most powerful
imperialism in the world, hos been defeated by @
people in orms, even though it hod engaged ina
total war against that people; this is what is hoppen-
ing today, af least in Cambodia. Inspite of the
B-52s, the expeditionary force, the terrcrist groups
and the Phoenix Project, the pacification and the
Vietnamization, the psychological warfare and the
policy of socially and economically corrupting the
population,

It is a part of the world where every day brings
closer the final victory of a revolutionary battle
agaimst imperialism. It is Indechina. This final vic—
tory is not yet won, and we must expect new Amer=
ican maneuvers, especially in Saigon, aimed at
maintaining the neccolenial presence, at least in
Vietnam. The international revolutionary movement
must remain prepared fo respond to these maneuvers
with all meons af its command.

But for thirty years the struggle of the Indochinese
pecples has highlighted on essential battle for us;

it is a road for the struggles of the workers of the
world that is an alternative to the reformist sidetrock .
It is the alternative of revolutionary combat.

The victory of the Indochinese toilers will be our =
victory as well. p

March 20, 1975




PORTUGAL

after the March 11 attempted coup:

‘AN UPSURGE OF
MASS ACTION

by A.UDRY

"A Foolish Coup, ™ read the headline of the reac—
tionary British weekly The Economist. "These were
people working against their own interests, " the
magazine said. That is, in foct, the conclusion that
emerges from the obarted coup of March 11, Coming
in the middle of a broad and growing workers up-
surge, the attempted coup stimulated the mobiliza-
tion of the toiling masses, intensified the rodicaliza-
tion of the ronk-and-file seldiers, ond gave rise to

o combination of the further development of strug-
gles in the foctories and neighborhoods and the emer-
gence of the moss movement onto the political scene.
The relationship of forces between the bourgeoisie
and the working closs was shifted in favor of the
workers, March 11 marks a new turn toward the rapid
development of the Portuguese revolution,

The attack

Why was such a coup attempted? For the fime being
it is impossible to detail exactly all the mechanisms
of the operation. Mevertheless, the meaning of the

eoup attempt ean be illumineted by placing 7t in
the framework within which it developed.

The generalization of struggles since mid-December,
the multiplication of factory occupations, and the
emergence of demands for notionalizations {see
INPRECOR, Mo. 21, March 13) were disturbing

the bourgeaisie intersely. Such a situation must
have 2een alarming fo the putschist sectors of the
ary. Further, the pressure of the Spinclist elements
had made itself felt-during the latest elections
(March 1) within the Armed Forces Movement.,
Otells Saraiva de Caivelhe, deputy commander of
COPCON (Centinental Operations Command), had
suffered o heavy defeat. On the ofher hand, Gen-
eral Damigo, the farmer ehief of the MNational Be-
publican Guard (GNR, one of the main instruments
of the Salozarist regime), was elected, os were
known Spinolists like Orlands Cesta and Sﬂ"-'ﬁ.gl.mim
Maia. Damioo and Maia were to play important
roles in the events of March 11, The former tried

to take over the Carmo barracks, the center of the
GNR.,
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The success of the Spinolist current came after the
publication of the Program of Economic and Sacial
Policy, which had been adopted by the Council of
Ministers on February 7. This program was charoc-
terized by "moderation.” The inclinations of Mele
Antunes, a leader of the center of the AFM, were
predominant in it. On the central questions — banks,
Insurance companies, agriculture — the views of
the Socialist party and the Partido Popular Demo-
erfitico [PPD — People's Democratic party) held
sway.

These factors increased the uneasiness among the
circles fovorable to a putschist solution and ot the
same time suggested that the relationship of forces
in the army would enoble such an operation to be
carried outsuccessfully. Moreover, factors such as
the lack of political semitivity, the inability to
grasp opportunities, and the inability to comprehend
social forces, oll of which had been generated with-
in the bourgeoisie and the military hierarchy by
forty years of faseism, were not the leost of those
that accounted for the March 11 operotion. Finally,
it must be stressed that such on attempted coup was
ap echa of the plans for coup d'etat being hatehad
among those sectors of society most affected by the
Fall of the corporatist regime, (See INPRECOR, MNo.
20, Februory 27.)

I'tis probable that the "legalist” wing of the AFM
kenew about the preparalions for such a coup, Like-
wise, given the contral they have over the soldiers,
it iz not excluded that the Carvalhios and Gongalveses
allowed the coup attempt to go chead in order once
again to strengthen their positions in the framework
of responding to the putschists.

At first glance, the military forces committed to
action by the leaders of the coup appear ridiculous
‘twa airplanes, a few helicopters, and some para-
troops from the Tonco: bose in the Tomal region
north of Lishea). But it weould be fale to reduce

the military aspect of the March 11 operation salely
to these forces. In mony units the officers were hes—
itating, waiting for the relationship of forces to be-
come clearer, 1o see whether the initiative taken
by Colone |l Duras's paratroops would sueceed ar not.
In the Leira barracks, for example, the soldiers put
the officers up against the wall and forced them fo
state their positions. At that point the hesitation
disappeared,

In the initiol phose, the objectives of the pufichists
were these: To concentrate the oftock (after seizing
the Lisbon airpe-t) on the Sacavem barracks, where
Light Artillery Regiment Na. 1+ (RAL 1) was sfa-
tioned; to seize the Portuguese Radio Club and take
control of the GIMNR forces in the Carme barracks

in the center of Lisbon. The soldiers of RAL 1 hod
demonstrated along with the workers of the warkers
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commissions during the mobilization of February 7.
For the Spinolists, taking control of the RAL 1 bar-
racks was thus intended to immediately lend polit-
ical significance to their operation: regaining a
grip on the ranks of the army so0 as to counteract
the tendency toward collaboration between soldiers
and workers. They hoped that this would enable
them to win over many officers. They were bodly
mistaken. The Toncos paratroops did not view the
soldiers of RAL 1 os an enemy to be sloughtered.
The cleavage within the army did not run aleng the
lines anticipated by the organizers of the coup.

When the collaboration between the populotion and
the soldiers of the Socavem barracks showed the
porairosps that their attempt had become Boloted,
they pocked up and left rather quickly.

The reoction of the soldiers of the Sacavem barrocks
is indicative of the rodicalization thot the coup
generated omong the army ranks, For example, o
leaflet distributed by the saldiers and “cpproved by
all the soldiers, sergeants, and officers, * osserted:
"We demand that all| foscists and conspirofors be

shot immediotely, whether they are in the army or
not, whether they are generaks or not. The eriminal
attack that was launched against the soldiers and
officers of RAL 1 this morning shows that neither
purges nor tramsfers fo the reserves prevent the lefi-
aver faseist and reactionary officers of the copital-
ists and imperialists from preparing the counterrevelu-
tion in order to drown the revelutionory popular move-
ment in blood. ™ The soldiers were nof confent simply
to hand out leaflets; arms were given fo civilians,
who participated in defending the barrocks.

Collaboration between the troops and the population
developed in many regions. In most of the meeting
being held today seldiers of RAL T are taking the
floor. This continuous bath in the sea of the people
is not without effect on the soldiers, even though
relations between the army and the workers are offen
marked by a certain paternalism. These experiences
of soldiers ond workers eolloborating agoinst reac—
tion are precious for the future. They can provide
the material for enabling workers and revolutionary
militants to precisely exploin the forms of self-orga-
nization and linkage between workers and soldiers
within the pempective of beating down any new
reactionary aottempis.

Response of the workers
March 11 was different from September 28 In that
this time it was a movement within the creg h!
provided the point of departure for the
coup. Hence, the accent will be ph:ﬂﬂﬁ Fink
between the mabilization of the Soilisg s
the ranks of the widiers, ond not a8




rallying to initiatives taken by the Trade Union
Federation and, partially, by the far left, as wos
the case on September 28,

Meverthe less, the mobilizations of March 11 did
contain elements thot emerged from the September
28 experience — the people's barricades ameng
other things.

The Portuguese Communist party and the Trade Union
Federation played a decisive role in the organiza-
tion of the mass movement; this was true both in the
factories and in the demonstrations and orgenization
of pickets fo oversee the movement of traffic. In
Porte the Trade Union Federction immediotely called
for a genermal strike. In a leaflet that was widely
distributed the Federation said: "Concentrate an

the madic stations, the post offices, and the railroad
staticns in order to crush the counterrevolution.

All united with the AFM, which once again is de-
fending April 251"

In Lishon the Trade Union Federation organized sirike
pickets, people's barricades, and so on. The workers
commissiors (see |NPRECOR, Mo. 21, March 27)
were slower to react and were not oble to offer an
overall response . The Trade Union Federation wes
not obout to let itself be outflanked by these orga-
nizations, and it took precoutions. The political
weakness of the coordinating bedy of the workers
commissions, broadly influenced by the Maoists of
the UDP (Unido Democrdtico Popular — Peaple's
Democratic Union), appears clearly in the light of
this simple fact: The coordinating body was unable

to meet until the night of March 11, when the events
were already over! A precious opportunity to develop
a centralized initiotive outside the factories stimu—
lated by the workers commissicons and moving in the
direction of the establishment of organs of self-de-
fense was thus lost.

Several factors account for the role played by the
CP on March 11, Takingthe lead in the mobilization
strengthened its position and its bose prior fo the
holding of the elections. The CF now oppears as the
decisive element in the struggle ogainst reaction,
side by side with the institutionalized AFM that it
supperts uncenditionally. This role, along with its
organizational consolidation, should become the
CP's major trump card in its relations with the other
parties of the government coalition; the CP will use
it to establish o relationship of forces that may not
be reflected electorally. Further, for a party that
has emerged from forty yeors of underground struggle
against foscism, the "lesson of Chile, " while it is
not the same os the one drawn by revolutionaries,
nevertheless exists: The leaders of the CP do not
wish to be eliminated without lifting a finger in
their own defense!

Finally, in faoce of the emergence of not unimportant
far-left ond centrist forces, the CP's giving proof

of an ability simultanecusly to mobilize and to limit
and control @ maoss mobilization enables it not only
to reduce the political reom available to the far
left, but ako to "merit" the recognition of the AFM.
The probable entry of the MDP-CDE (close fo the
CP] into the government tends to confim the imme-
diate success of this policy and the concurrent po-
litical defeat for the bourgeoisie.

The initiatives of the workers developed on several
levels:

1. Checkpoint barricades were set up along the

roads leading out of Lisbon and Forto as well as
along the routes running through the regions border—
ing Spain. The workers, who were rather well-armed,
conscienticusly searched autos in order fo prevent
stocks of arms from being shifted about. These bar-
ricades also kept watch over major orteries. The
workers of @ metal factery in Alcantora, for example,
set up a barricade to prevent the possible movement
of police forces fo the barracks of the Alcdntara
naval station. The workers carried cut many actions
lilke that. The workers of Lisnave {in Margueira

near Lisben) not only provided pickets for searching
vehicles, but alse organized protection for children
leaving school,

2. MNerve centers like the post offices and rodio
stations were defended by the workers, For example,
a large picket squad protected the national Portu—
guese radio and television station. Such an experi-
ence can lay the groundwoerk for the development

of concrate propeganda about the Function that esn-
tral of such nerve centers can play in centralizing
an cffersive of the toiling masses during the organi-
zation of a general strike, The exomple of the re-
starting of Radio Renaissance, which had been on
strike for twenty days, can be similarly used.

3. There were many clashes with the pclice (the
GNR and the PSP) during the demonstrations. The
demand for the dissolution of these repressive bodies
was faken up in Porto and Lisbon. The dialogue that
took place upon the release of General Pinto Fe-
rreira, the new chief of the GINRE, whe had been
detained by the putschist mutineers in the Carmo
barrocks, reflected so-h the will of the population
to have done with the police and the ambiguity of
the people's relation to the AFM, It went lile this:

The general., | am free! The officers taken with
me ore also free!

The people.  Victory! Justice!

The general. Everyone has heard the speech of

Brigadier Otello (Corvalho}. Deme-
i



response

the LCI

A Reacgio ATACA
{1 RAL-1 B BOMBARDEADO!I!

Contra ataguemos o8 industrials ¢ banqgueiros!!!

CARMARADAS:

Dasds hi cerca de uma hors @ meln, o RAL-1
comogou & sar metralhade pela ovisclio so lade dos
reaccioniinios, proourando generalizar o confronto, es-
magar o msposta operfdrin, o mphr um Governo WiR-
tar do dirnita.

Logo apbs os acomtccimentos de Setibal, em quo
a PSP motralhou contanss do manifestantes. logo apds
o otegue generalivacds dos capffalistng procurando @
tods o custo impdr pels vitdria sleitoral o ftim dos
dirsitos econdmicos, pofiticos & sindicais da classn
oporiria, lancam sgoma o soa ofensive milliter]
TRABALHADOR, MOBILIZENOS ACTIVAMENTE:
& MNas emprosas, reafirando imedistaments assem-

blsias, orisntto piquetes de irsbalhadores armados,
centralizands @3 insciativos nos Comissfes de Tre-
bathadores sleitas;

s hos baros, levantando baricades o guakouer
svanco dos rescoionios!

» Garantinde o apoio de todos o8 soldades, rrarinbe

ros e ofickis revolocionbrioes;

o Dissolvendo a PSP ¢ o GNR, twdas ss orpamas-
chen foacistan (CD5 o PDC)

s Prandendo o juigande publicamesrte todes os fas-

cistas,

TODOS CONCENTRADOS NO ROSSID E A PORATA
DOS QUARTEIS!

Todos unidos para vencermos de uma wer por
todas os EXPLORADORES!

UMA S50 SOLUCAD: ESMAGAR A REACCAD

POR UM GOVERMO REVOLUCIONARID
DOS& TRABALHADORES

0 Cominé Aogeonal e Lishos da
LAGA COMLMISTA INTERMACIONALIETS

Our comrades of the Liga Comunisto Internacionalista (LCI — Internationalist Communist
League), the Portuguese sympathizing organization of the Fourth International, intervened
in a massive woy during the March |1 events. Three times they distributed leaflets in

30, 000 copies. (We are reproducing the second of these leaflets.) They called for support
te the demonsirations initialed by the CP in Parfo-and Lishon, while the Macists isolated

thenselves through sectapionism and organized their own separate marches. In Porto Com-
rode Sards spoke side by side with militants of the CP and the Trade Union Federation,
omong others; his speech was broadeast aver the radio.

In Amarante the comrades of the LC| stood at the head of initiatives aimed at developing
a generol strike in this large village.

e



cratic justice will be handed out fo
those responsible.

The people.  People's justice!

The general.  The situation is under control and
there is no problem. All those who
rose up are under coniral and have
been taken prisoner. Justice will be
done, The people must have confi-
dence in the armed forces.

The people.  AFM! AFM!

From teday on let me work in peace

in order to find out what is the situa-
tion with the men of the GMNR through-
out the country. |t's my problem.

The general.

The people.  It's our preblem!

The general. [t is up to me to assume my respon-
sibilities and take up my command
again.

The people.  Dissolve the GNR!

We thank you for your attitude,
which was a great help to the move-
ment. It is a great help to see that
the people are with the AFM,

The general.

The people are with the AFM! Death
to the PIDE! Death fo the GNR!
People's justice! People's govern-
ment!

{From Diario de Lisboa, March 12, 1975.)

4. In many cities demonstrators visited the head-
quarters of the CD5 (Centro Democrdtico Social —
Democratic and Social Center), the PDC (Partido
Democrédtico Cristio — Christian Democratic party)
ond even ihe PPD. These actions reflected the un-
derstanding that is developing among broad sectors
of the population about the relations among the fac-
tions and political formations of the bourgeoisie,
especially the CDS and the PDC.

5. In responding fo the counterrevalution, the em-
ployees of the banks and insurance companies ini-
tiated actions that culminared in the decision fo
nationalize the banks. For an initial pericd, the
statements of the union of bank employees were
aimed at preventing reaction from being able to

use the banks to strengthen its offensive or from
massive ly withdrowing funds in case of defeat. For
example, the Porto section of the union of bank
employees gave these instructions in a leaflet:
"Cleose the banks immediately. Don't make any pay-
ments. Set up pickets at the doors to check entrances
and exits. Watch the telex and the telephones.”

Finally, the workers commissions of various news-
papers immediately published communiqués in "their"

newspapers. The Workers commission of the daily

O Seculo asserted: "The revolutionary forces, ene—
mies of the monopolists and latifundistas, must an—
swer reactionary violence with revolutionary vio-
lence, "

Richer than those of September 28, all these actiors
throw info relief the possibilities of linkup between
the workers and soldiers and provide very fertile
ground for the propagation of forms of self-organiza-
tion, for the emergence of argans of dual power in
the context of a general strike,

A political defeat

March 11 was a major palitical defeat for the bour-
geoisie. This emerges especially clearly when the
events are viewed in the twofold perspective of the
successive loss of important trump cards by the bour-
gecisie and the dynamic of the struggles of the
workers.

Confronted by a working closs whose combativity
was low and whose conscicusness was very weak,

if not nil, the bourgeoisie initially hoped to be

able to carry out a "presidentialist" operation that
would give it sufficient time fo develop its own in-
struments of politicol rule. That was the intent of
the "legal” coup of July 1974, Palma Carlos’s at-
tempt fo postpone the elections and instead hold o
plebescite on SpMmola. This maneuver was supposed
to be combined with the dissslution of the AFM, or
at least with its withdrawal from the political scene.
But reality worked out differently from the expecta-
tions of the bourgeoisie: The AFM entered the gov-
ermnment. The CP and the 5P hod demonstrated their
opposition to the Palma Carles operation and hod
made their weight felt. Then, in September 1974
there was the "civilian coup d'etat, " the September
28 demonstration that was supposed to somehow ratify
the seizure of pewer by President Spincla,

That cperation ended with an immense mobilization
of the workers and with the strengthening of the
Bonapartist role of the AFM, The Portuguese CP and
the Trode Union Federation also emerged from that
test as winners.

Since then, the bourgecisie had been playing two
games. On the one hand, it was comsolidating ifs
political parties, especially the PPD, in order to
play a real role in the framework of a parliamentary
system. On the other hand, because of the extremely
umnstable charocter of the relationship of forces be-
tween capital and labor, it was compelled te charge
the AFM with the task of defending what wos essen-
tial: capitalist relations of production. In the latest
period, since the beginning of Janvary, the role of
the AFM as o relatively independent power structure
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has been intersified, with the troditional instruments
of bourgenis democracy (parties, the pariiament,
and 3o on] increasingly being shunted aside. Con-
currently, putschist plans were being worked out
among those layers very much attached to the old
regime; and there were relations between these sec-
tors and the CDS-PDC (Christian Democrats).

After March 11, the AFM appears more and moere as
the bourgeoisie’s ultimate insfrument of defense in
a situation marked by growing instability in the re-
lations between the two basic closses. The debate
on the institutionalization of the AFM was quickly

settled: Essentially, the AFM has concenfrated power

in its own hands, The Council of the Revolution set
up after March 11 combines the functions of the
Junta of National Salvation, the Coordinating Com-
migsion of the AFM, the Council of State, and the
government, It thus commands the legislative and
executive prerogatives of these various bodies. There
is no doubt that the AFM will try to set up a struc-
ture permitting the representation of a civilian re-
gime, but that will eliminate none of the predomi-
nance of the AFM itself. To respond to the radicali-
zation in the army the AFM intends to create a Gen-
eral Assembly elected by the soldiers, which will
replace the Council of 200, As against this concen-
tration of power, a so-called counterpower will be
set up, the aims of which are to prevent o cleavage
from opening up in the army ond to maintain the
united framewark that is so essential, given the
fragility of the situation.

For an initial period, the attémpted coup has pro-
duced a realignment of forces to the benefit of the
so-called left wing of the AFM. But it would be
wrong to consider this shift definitive. A new shoke-
up is not excluded, especially since pressures are
bieing exerted by various currents internationally
(the Social Demoerocy, the Christion Democracy,
etc.). The AFM has to provide iself with guaran-
tees. The slowness of the discussion on the composi-
tion of the new government and the hesitations obout
suspending the CDS during the election compaign
[and the ultimate refusal to do so) are indications

of this possibility, In the final analysis, many things
will depend on the scope and duration of the
mobilizations that develaoped atter atter March 11,

For the -oment, the AFM hos also banned two Mao-
ist orcuni-ations, thus applying the method of amal-
gam used v Minister Jesuino during his March 12
press conference., (The banned groups are the MRPP
{Movement for the Reconstruction of the Preletarian
party) and the AOC (Workers and Peasants Alliance),
the latter o split from the Porfuguese Communist
party-Marxist-Leninist. For good measure, the
Christian Democratic party (PDC), led by ex-gen-
eral Osorio, a man linked to Spinola, wos abe
suspended.
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The AFM's control of the election campaign will
now be strengthened. According to the new press
low, organizations that attack the AFM can be ban-
ned. The measures taken against the MRPP and the
AOC may presage further sanctions against the far
left. There were good reasons why the AFM selected
these two organizations to ban. They had isolated
themse lves by their otfacks on the Portuguese SPos
"social fascist" and by the AOC's confrontation
with the SP in the chemical workers union. The
workers response fo the bans was thus limited. It

is important for revolutionaries to find adeguate
ways to respond fo these challenges fo the demo-
cratic rights of the workers and to explain to the
workers what the dangers of this type of repression
are — in spite of the sectarianism of the two groups
involved.

I the immediate pericd ghead, the beurgecisie
ance again has to holster the credibility of its par—
ties. For the PPD, this will be o matter of avoiding
being confused with the rebel factions, se os not
to lose ground electorally. Concurrently, the for
right could change its tactics and commit itself fo
a palicy of harassment, provocations, militant at-
tacks, eke.

Prolonged instability

The abortive coup gave a strong impefus to workers
struggles. The most important warkers victory so for
has been the nationalization of the banks and insur-
ance companies. On March 12 the union of bank
employees exposed the complicity of the big finan-
cial groups with reaction and demanded the nution-
alization of the barks. The banks had been under
the cantral af the warkers who, after checking
through the bocks, produced proof in black ond
white of the aid given by the banks fo the parties
of the right and the for right.

The following banks were nationalized: Espirito
Santo, Pinto & Sotto Mayor (tHed fo the Champali-
maud group), Portugues do Atlantice, Borges &
lrmac, Macional Ulframerine, Fensecos & Burnay,
and Totta & Agores (tied to the CUF). All these
banks hove important links in the preductive sector,
in services, real estote, etc. Imperialist holdings
remain unaffected, |t is not known whether there
will be compensation. The nationalizations had been
demanded by the CP in its draft economic plan; but
they had not been called for in the Economic Emer-
gency Program.

From the objective point of view, the nationaliza-
tions do not represent a "revolutionary " meosure.
On the one hand, they ore supposed to allow for
centralizing financial resources for projects aimed
at equipping the infrastructure and at industrial re-



structuring; on the other hand, they will support the
export industry (with credits), which is the key part
of the Economic Plan. The editorialist of the news-
paper of the large private banks in Geneva under-
stood this. He wrote: "ln statizing the hl::mksIf Ehey
certainly took o 'sociclist-like measure® . . . but
this measure is not vet decisive: It does not forcibly
enlist private capital. It simply aims at orienting
essential financial resources toward activities con-
sidered most productive and most necessary, " And

in conclusion: "The latter (that is, copital), whether
Portuguese or foreign, will ot least demand (before
investing) some guaranfees of stability that only the
AFM can provide. " {Journal de Genéve, March 12.)
But what is important here is less this ohjective as-
pect than the undemstanding by the workers of the
fact that these flosh nationalizations were the fruit
of their mobilizatien. This has hod a stimulating
effect on tens of thousands of werkers.

The demands for nationalizations are being strength-
ened. They are being combined with occupetions

of factories, production under workers occupation,
ond many experiences of workers contral, spurred

on by the struggle agoinst economic sobotage and

by the necessity to carry the antifascist purges through
ta the end. Many employers are no longer ollowed

ba enter their foctories, ond manogers have been
prohibited from toking any documenis out of foc-
lories or insurance companies.

These occupations and demands for notionalization
contain a twofald dynamic. Sometimes the workers
simply demand that the AFM foke over the factory.
But increasingly, some actions are going beyond this
tendency foward delegoting power. The transport
workers union, affer underlining the central role

of transport in the Porfuguese economy and the dan-
ger of economic sobotage in that area, demanded
that the transporfation system be nationalized by
the end of March. In ifs declaration, the unien
odded that if this naticnalization was not carried
out, the workers would have to drive their trucks

to the headquarters of the union, which would then
sef up a new sysiem of fransport. That is an example
of the sort of proletarian insolence that the Partu-
guese workers have ossimilated .

Similar experiences are developing in other areas.
The inhabitants of the neighbarhoods and the mem-
bers of the workers commissions of various factories,
acting under the impetus of the FSP (Popular Social-
ist Front), occupied the Muxite Hotel inorder o
transform it, along with its sumptuous swimming
peal, into a vacation colony for the children of

the workers of the Setibal district near Lisbon. On
Sunday, March 9, o meeting was organized in the
hotel ond this decision was ratified by hundreds of
men and women workers and their children. About
fifty doctors got together to launch the Hospital of
the People group, which has been set up in the

Clinica da Associagdo de Coceros Mutuos Amadeu
Duarte . Health care is given freely there and con-
tact has been made with the workers of the pharma-
ceutical industry. In Cascais a big bourgeois club
was occupied and tramsformed into o doy-care center
for children. These examples of social control could
be multiplied by a hundred.

The dominant feature is thus the growing activity

of the masses_ In face of this pressure from the messes,
the CP has to stick closely to the AFM in order to
straddle and channel the movement. On the question
of institutionalization of the AFM, the CP asserts
that "the progressive vanguard of the army has just
endowed itself with the means of effective oction .
The CP's margin for maneuver is very norrow, It is
espacially namrow in thot the CP%s control of the
movement is not really os fight os it appeared to be
during the mobilization agoinst the attempted coup.
For the moment, the CP is centering its effarts an

the peosaniry, calling for more odvonced measures
in the ared of agrarion reform,

Onece risen to first position, the AFM will have dif-
ficulty maintaining ifs unity in face of this rise of
the maoss movement, Every time a choice is posed

in the economic and social realm, the threat of the
crystallization of differences is present. Further,

the concessians that have been made in order to
channel the movement may abo boomerang. While
anather attempted coup is not excluded, it never-
the less seems unlikely that it could come from the
army in the short run. The present crisis of this insti-
tution and the leclk of control ever the rank and File
(because of the weakness of the officers contral, the
leaves, and the foct that many soldiers are billeted
aft home) make it difficult to use the army as an in-
strument for @ coup. The social and economic crisis
will thus deepen. IF the period of instability is pro-
longed, it is possible that decisive advances in class
conscicusness in the political sense will be made as
o result of all the experiences we have just described.
As this condition is fulfilled, the variant of a polit-
icol defeat of the working class (see |INPRECOR,
MNo. 21, March 13) becomes less probable.

The duration-of this period of instability will be quite
decisive in enabling the workers to maximally assim-
ilote their experiences and in developing o revelu-
tHunary party copable both of generolizing these ex-
anples of struggle, self-organization, and workers
contrw] and of making this the bosis for setting the
example of a revolutionary strategy. Finally, con-
tinuance of the instability may lead to o linkup be-
tween the fall of the Francoist dictatorship and the
rise of workers struggles in Portugal. That would
create a more than explosive mixture for the bour—
geoisie of the loerian peninsula and for the European
bourgesisie in genemal . i

March 21, 1975
i)




DENMARK

THE
END

During the past ten months the Danish working class
has been faced with two different and difficult polit-
ical situations. First they hod to confront a reac—
tionary bourgeois government headed by Paul Hart-
ling. During the spring of 1974 Hartling camied out,
or rather, tried to carry out, an openly anti-work-
ing-class policy. The attempt did not succeed; it

was met by an increasing mobilization of the work-
ing class, which finally led to the fall of the Hart-
ling government in January 1975.

Since then, the workers hove been foced with o
Secial Demacratic minority government that in re-
ality is trying to use ifs traditional influence over
the warkers to impose o solution to the economic
erisis that is almest identicel to the one the Hart-
ling government had proposed and had unsuccessfully
attempted to implement.

The struggle against Hartling

During the pericd of the Hartling government, the
Danish working class engaged in a class struggle
that definitively broke the long pericd of social
peace so well known in the Scandinavion countries.
Under pressure from the extremely grave recession
in the economy — with an enormous deficit in the
balance of payments, a drastic aggravation of the
problems of the export industries, and an increase
in unemployment from 3 percent lost spring to 12
percent by January — the working class was forced
to act to defend its jobs and living standards. There
were continual fights in industry after industry, with
thousands of workers going on strike in respomse to
layoffs and ottacks on their wages. More important,
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the closs was able to organize three major responses
to specific provecations by Hartling:

*In May 1574 more than 200,000 workers went on
strike and held several big demorstrotions against
a reactionary tax reform pushed through parlioment
by the Hartling government, (See INPRECOR, Mo,
4, July 18, 1974.)

*In October 1974 more thon 35, 000 workers went

on strike in solidarity with 400 workers who had
been fined by the labor court for having participated
in "illegal strikes" during the May demonstrations.
This response from the workers forced the govern-
ment to drop its original infention to fine o total

of more than 37, 000 workers for the "erime" of
striking in May.

*Finally, more than 120,000 workers took to the
streets on November 26 in respomnse to a call from
the trade-univn and political working-cless organi-
zations to protest against the policy of the govern—
ment and to demand ifs resignotion.

In spite of these very clear signs of the fighting
spirit and mobilization of the workers, the Hartling
government decided to maintain its hard line on
wage policies. In reality, the government did not
have much choice. The extremely difficult economic
situation does not leave the capitalists or their re-
gime much room to make concessions to the werkers.
This became very clear in the period immediately
following the MNovember 26 demonstration. |F was
then that the national woge negotiations between
the LO (Landsorganisationen, the trade-union lead-
ership) and the DA (Darsk Arbetsgivaretgrening —




Danish Employers Organization) came to the fore-
front as the central issue throughout the country.
The Hartling government flatly stated that it was
not going to occept any agreement between the LO
amd DA except a "zero solution, " which means no
increases in wages and the elimination of the exist-
ing threshold (cost-of-living) agreements. If the
LO and DA did not reach a "zero solution" agree-
ment, Hartling said, then parlioment would have
to pass a law imposing such an agreement,

The working-class parties opposed this position —
on various bases. The Social Democrats said they
would oppose Hartling's plans because his incomes
pelicy was "socially unjust.” The Communist party
and the SF (Socialistiskt Folkeparti — Socialist Peo-
ple's party) expressed a more general opposition fo
the incomes policy being propesed and to the idea
of an incomes policy in general. By the middle of
December it had become clear that the government
would not be able to win a majority in parliament
for Tts position. At the same fime, opinion polls in-
dicated that Hartling's party (the Venstre, or Left
party) had the pessibility of increasing ifs electoral
strength, The government decided to dissolve parlia-
ment and call for new elections on January 2 rather
than go down to certain defeat in a parliamentary
vote on the question of the wage policy. Hartling's
goal wes very clear: to rally sufficient bourgeois
and petty-bourgecis votes behind the position of
his party so as to cbtain o bourgecis majority in
parliament that would support a "zero selution" in-
tervention into the wage negotiations. Hartling
failed to achieve this goal, and that waos the recsen
for the fall of his government.

The government crisis

The Venstre party did indeed increase the number
of its seots in parlioment {from 22 to 42); but it
gained purely at the experse of the other bourgeois
parties. In all, the bourgeois parties lost 10 seats
{declining from 112 to0 102). The workers parties in-
creased their representation from 63 to 73 seats
(Social Democracy from 464 to 53, the SF from § to
11, the CP from & to 7)., One remarkable result in
the election was the shewing made by the VS (Venstre-
socialisterna — Left Socialists), a left centrist party
not previously represented in parliament, which
obtained 2.1 percent of the vote and thereby won

4 seafs in parliament.

The results of the new elzctions deepened the govern-
mental crisis. On the one hand, it became clear
during the postelection maneuvering that Hartling
was unable to amass o large enough bloc of bour-
geois forces to have o majerity behind his plan for

o government intervention in the wage -negotiations

Fe- —_—

aimed af forcing o total block on wage Tnereases.
On the other hand, the Social Democrats rejected
the idea of forming o majority coalition with the
Venstre party, becouse of their differences over the
incomes policy. A coalition between the Social
Democrats and the other workers parties was out of
the question both because of the Social Democracy's
traditional rejection of coalitions with the CP and
because of the rejection of the Social Democratic
incomes policy by the CP, the SF, and the V5. Af-
ter more than one month of government crisis, the
Social Democrats agreed to form a minority govern-
ment based on 53 seats out of 173, obviously hoping
to be able to play on shifting majorities patched
together with other workers parties and some of the
bourgeois parties.

The electoral results reflected the shiff that has oc-
curred in the relationship of forces within the Danish
workers movement during the past period. Because

of ifs rotten right-wing pelicy (which it has attempted
to impose at a time when broader and breader sec-
tions of the working class are being drawn info mo-
bilization and struggle), the Social Democracy has
begun to lose ifs traditional hegemony over the work-
ers movement, This is now apparent even on the elec-
toral field. There has arisen an opposition that ral-
lies more than 11 percent of the vote nationally and
more than 20 percent in the big cities. Even though
this opposition has o reformist and electoralist policy,
it is seen by a big port of the working class as an
alternative leadership in the struggle against the
capitalists. This phenomenon is even more pronounced
in the trode unions and has become a dangerous de-
velopment for the Social Democrats. I seems un-
likely that they will let it go on without making a
fight to regain the ground that has been lost, al-
though as yet there are no signs of such a fight.

Social Democratic incomes policy
Throughout the development of the present economic
recession and the period of wage negotiations, the
Secial Democrats have been urging the workers 1o
bow to the "interests of the country" and restrain
their demands for increcsed wages. They have od-
vocated government intervention if the workers try
to obtain "too much. " Before the fall of Hartling,
the Social Democrats were able to dress up their
incomes policy and their opposition to Hartling's
proposals with the demand for a “socially just in-
comes policy." For the majority of the working
class, it was not clear what that meant. Only o
small vonguard understacd that it actually amounted
fo an aftack on the living standards of the warkers.

Immediate ly after the formation of the Social Demo-
cratic minerity government, o big show was put on.
The LO and the DA began to shout about an impend-
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ing catestrophe on the labor market. The wage nege-
tiations broke down, ond LO began toe wom of o
strike by its more than 300, 000 workers; the DA
countered with the threat of locking out the 300, 000
workers. Both the LO and the DA rejected the pro-
posal of the arbitrator in the negotiations. The bour-
geois and Social Democratic newspapers, alang with
the radio ond television networks, began speaking
of economic catastrophe and the specter of 300,000
people out of work.

It weas in this climate that the Social Democracy
took the step it bad been preparing. The government
adopted the proposal of the abitrator ond ploced it
before parliament as a proposed law. Obviously,
this is what the capitalists hod hoped fo obtain from
the start. The DA's tactic was to reject a proposal
that was in reality very favorable to the employers
and cause the negotiotions to break down, thus
causing the same proposal to be odopted by parlia-
ment and given the stofus of a low proposed by the
Social Democracy, Thot the wage ogreement is oc-

tually in the interests of the copitalists is quite clear.

All menbers of LO working in the private sector
have to accept o two-year virtual wage freeze,
with only very small chonges. The some wage restric—
tions will be placed on the workers in the public
sector. The size of the wage increases to be granted
when the cost-of-living index passes the threshold
was increcsed by a smeill emount; but in reality that
prospective increase in wages has already been ma-
nipulated out-of existence, for the price index was
set ot 100 for Jumuary 1, which wiped cut a 2 per-
cent price increase that had occurred previowsly.,
Finally, for the sake of “social justice, " the divi-
dend payments will have to be kept at the level

it stood at on March 6, a ridiculous measure that
every copitalist will Find ways of getting around.

On March 10 the wage law was adopted in parlia-
ment by o large majority consisting of the Social
Democrats and the bourgeois parties. The other worl-
ers parties voted agoinst.

Response of the workers

The werkers response to the Social Democratic law
appears paradoxical on the surfoce, especially when
it is compared with the workers responses to Hartling's
various erovocations during 1974, In foct, the regc-
tion was very limited, coming in the form of some
strikes ond demorstrations . About 30, 000 workers
went on strike for short periods, ond not more than
3,000 workers turned cut for a demonstration outside
parliament to protest against the government inter-
vention, This profest was called by the Farmands-
initiativet (Chairmen's Initiative, an organization
of local trede-union chairmen) and was supported

by the CP, SF, and V5, the same forces that hod
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assembled more than 120, 000 workers to profest
agairst Hartling only four months praviously.

But the paradex is only apparent. What it reflects

in reality is the limits of the development of class
consciousness and political experience among the
wotkers. A big part of the class hos engaged in
trade-union shruggles. Against the openly reoction-
ary Hartling government a big part of the warking
class could show its militancy. The foct that a much
smallar section of the working class saw any regson
to demonstrate its militancy against the Social Dem-
ocratic law can be explained only partially by the
consfant increcse in unemployment (with the conse—
quent fear of loss of joks) and by the vocillating
and unprincipled politics of the other workers par-
ties, The fundomental explanafion lies in the altered
political fromework of the government intervention:
This time i is a Social Democratic government that
is infervening. Among the great majority of workers,
frust in the Social Democracy still runs high.

While the response of the masses of workers illustrated
the limits of their political development (their in-
ability to see through o Social Democratic parlia-
mentary moneuver), the strikes and demorstrations
that did take place illustrated the rather impressive
breadth of the vanguard sections of the working
class, The shipyard workers stood in the forefront
of the strikes. MNearly all the shipyards (including
about 30, 000 workers) were on sirike. Some of the
brewery workers in Copenhagen and many of the
workers in the construction industry also went on
strike. The opinien of these vanguard workers was
summarized by Johnny Lougesen, ‘a shop steward at
the BEW Motor Company who participated in the
demonstration sukide parliament: "l call this (the
Social Democratic intervention) o treason against
the working class. [t deserves a response, There is
no point in the trade-union movement contfinuing
to give millions of crowns fo the Social Democracy
while the Social Democratic government makes a
law of the arbifrator's proposal. The right to free
wage negotiations iz now a big illusion. The inter=
wvention is carried ouf with warnings about the grave
economic situation. Anker Jorgensen (the Social
Democratic prime minister) is thus using the same
arguments as Hartling wsed throughout 1974 "

What next?

In the short term — that is, the coming five or six
months — it seems unlikely that there will be big
responses by the workers to the attack on their living
stondards. The political level among the masses of
workers is not yet sufficiently high for them to lounch
a decisive blow ogainst the incomes policy adopied
by o Social Democratic govemment. But over a
lenger period — the two years during which the vir-



tual wage freeze is to remain in effect — the situa-
tion must be evaluated differently. It is unrealistic
to assume thot the low that hos been adopted will

be respected. It is enough to imagine what will hap-
pen when the present international recession gives
way to a new upturn. With @ new rapid increase in
inflation, perhops as soon as the end of this year,
the law will be torn to shreds.

The coming period will be a difficult one for the
Social Democrats. They will be increasingly torn
between their present right-wing policy and the
leftward development of the working class, Obvi-
ously, their traditional hegemeny within the closs
is at stake, and if they do not make an adjustment
to the radicalization of the workers they will defi-
nitely lose that hegemonic role. On the other hand,
they will soon be forced to confront o demand by
the bourgeols parties in parliagment thot further steps
be taken toward easing the economic crisis by dros-
tic cutbacks Tn social expenditures in the state bud-
get, This may provide the issue around which the
Social Democrafs try to confront the challenge they
face or the left. It is not excluded that they will
decide to make a left turn on the question of social
expenditures, dissolve the parliament, and call for
new elections with a compaign based exclusively
around this question, This would, hewever, opan
up new possibilities for the mass struggle,

In the meantime, some very important struggles have
been going on in local areas. For the past two
months, sixty-six printing workers have been on
sirike against threats of layoffs and the selling of
the Uniprint printshep. The workers first responded
to the threats by occupying the shop and refusing

to accept any agreement that did not guarantes
their jobs. Because of the form token by the strug-
gle (the first really militant answer at the factory
level to the extremely high rate of unempleyment],
it was possible to initiote a national movement of
solidarity with the printing workers, The first step
in this was taken by the werkers themselves with

the support of the revolutionary left, in particular
the RSF (Revolutiontire Socialisters Forbund — Revo—
lutionary Socialist League), Danish section of the
Fourth International, and the ¥5. Cn February 18
the police intervened and threw the workers out of .
the shop. The solidarity movement responded by ex-
panding its activities. More than forty solidarity
committees throughout Denmark {and some in Sweden)
were set up. The workers printed two issues of a
strike newspaper, the second in 200,000 copies.
The leadership of the printers union was forced to
support the struggle {after having hesitated af the
beginning) and declared a bleckade against the
Whinter company {owner of the shop) in order to
prevent the company from taking out the machines
and doing the work somewhere else. This blockade
was endorsed by the international printers union and

affected Scandinavia, Germany, Benelux, and
Britain. At the same time, the workers themselves
set up picket lines cuiside the factory day and night
in order to prevent the owners from removing the
machines.

The militant action of the sixty—six Uniprint workers
has begun to stimulate other workers to act against
layoffs. The most important case so far has been
that of the foundry workers of Sabroe-Cist, who
wenf on strike against the layoff of three of their
commades.

On March 14 the struggle at Uniprint fook a new
turn. The owner of the shop had announced that
anly twenty-four of the workers could be rehired.

At the same time, a financial committee revealed
that Uniprint would not have been in financial dif-
ficulties if the other sections of the Whinfer com-
pany had paid full prices to Unipeint. The immediate
response of the workers was a new occupation of the
plant. On the morning of March 14 the workers re-
entered the shop and began production again. That
evening the police infervened once again. When
some of the workers refused to leave the factory,
they were arrested and token to the police station,
(They were released the following day.) This police
intervention marked the end of the strike . The rela-
tionship of forces was simply too unfavorable for

the workers; the company was teo large and the re-
sponse from the rest of the labor movement wos too
limited. In addition, it was discovered that the
blockade had not been effective; the company had
been able fo continue its producHon at another loca-
tion, although it is not clear where. The workers
were compelled to recognize that the struggle to
save all the jobs had become impossible. But they
refused to break ranks. All the workers refused to

go back to work, and the demoralizing effects of
the defeat were thus limited. The struggle ot Sabroe-
Ost, on the other hand, ended in victory; all the
demands of the workers were granted.

In the present situetion in Denmark, it is extremely
important that struggles like the ones at Sabroe-Cist
ard Uniprint end in victory, for their exomples

could represent a turning point in the fight agoinst
layoffs. Up to now, octions against laysffs have
been limited and generally defeated. This made the
struggle of the workers at Uniprint and Sabroe-Osf
especially important. The revolutionary Marxists of
the RSF therefore set solidarity work with these strug-
gles as their central task, helping to build the broad-
est possible solidarity movement and to spread the
examples and lessons of the struggles of these work-
ers a5 wide os possible. m
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the bur%mcmcy

the workers

The following two articles relating to the situation in Poland deal with structural aspects of
Polish society. In future issues of INPRECOR we will refurn fo the conjunctural problems now
faced by the Palish workers, particularly the aggravation of the crisis of food supply to the
cifies, the long lines that are once again appearing in front of stores, the scuffling and other
incidents that have been touched off by this situation, as well as the attitude the regime has
token.

"In conformity with the will of the workers, which
hos been expressed in all the meetings, open to all
I workers, that have been held in the departments,
we demand immediate and legal elections to the
trade-union bodies and fo the workers councils. "
That was one of the demands presented by the waorl-
eis of the Szezecin shipyards to their "hosis” on
January 24, 1970, The first secretary of the
Polish. United Workers party (the Polish CP) did not
hesifate to respond: "As for me, | am absolutely
in favor of this. Because you want it. And remember
that." And it is remembered; people would like to
understand through what miracle the Polish bureau-
cracy could have ceded a bif of its power to work-
ers democracy. In foct, this was not the first time
since 1945 that the Polish bureaucracy had made
fine promises.

1- (}Y E RE K After the war

Between August 1944 and March 1945 the trade
MCES unions were organizing on all levels, especially
in those factories that had had rich traditions of
economic struggle before the war. For a period of
WRKE several weeks before the official regime in the
country had been fully established, foctory commit-
tees and rank-and-Ffile union organizations assured

SELF._ the administration and functioning of the factorjes.
The 1945 decree on the formation of factory com-
mittees simply sanctioned an already existing state

MANAGEMENT | <~

As the bureaucratic regime became stronger, the

b}' JULIAN NAT trade unions progressively lost their importance and
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became mere odjuncts of the state administration,
Similarly, in 1747 and 1748 there wos a turn in
trade-union activity that led to an exaggerated
definition of the role of the trade unions as "co-
producers” and instruments for mobilizing the masses
to increase production and the productivity of labor,
to the detriment of their role as spokesman for the
immediate interests of the workers. The burecucracy
then asserted that the trade unions "should under-
stond that the councils (that s, the factory commit-
tees) represent not simply the interests of the work-
ers, but also the interests of the national economy.”

October 1956

The workers revelt in Poznan in 1956 provided
striking evidence of the profound malaise of the
buregucratic regime. The workers of Poznon had
elected representatives outside the official trade-
union bodies fo present their point of view fto the
authorities in Warsaw, thus confirming the official
unions' loss of prestige. The unions, entirely sub-
ordinated to the party and to the imperatives of
production, had "long since ceased to represent
and defend the interests of the workers, " affirmed
the resolution of the plenary session of the trade
unions (held November 16-18, 1956},

Another phenomenon also came fo the surface dur-
ing the events of 1956: The workers councils, cre-
ated by the workers themselves, were rapidly spread-
ing as a counter to the dilution and degeneration

of the so-called socialist system prevailing in the
"people’s democracy. " These councils should have

POZNAN 1956

provided the means for reestoblishing the dictator-
ship of the prolefariat in the real sense. Given the
atmeosphere of struggle against the bureaucracy in
political, economic, and social life, the comstitu-
tion af the warkers councils could have created the
framework for workers democrocy. The workers
councils experienced a period of "ebh" between
1956 and June 1957. Then they were "stabilized"
and their place in the economic life of the country
was narrowed and made more and more formal.,

The existence of the workers councils was legalized
in November 1955, another case of sanctioning an
already accomplished fact, as in 1945 with the fac-
tory committees. But it quickly became clear that
the bureaucrats did not infend fo recognize the real
participation of the councils in economic decision
making, a participation that was nevertheless in-
herent in the dynamic of the movement. In 1958,
the regime sought to channe! the development of
the councils through the creation of the Conferences
of Workers Autonemy, which were set up in the fac-
tories and were composed of one=third representa-
tives elected by the workers (the workers council
properly so called), one-third representatives of

the party executive committee in the factory, and
the rest representatives of the foctory trade-union
council, the youth orgonization, and the organiza-
tion of engineers and technicians. Logically, it
would seem that the worlcers representation should
have been greater in the workers councils, at least
in view of the name of these bodies. But here are
the official figures: About 90, 000 employees partic-
ipated in the workers councils, of which about

40, 000 were blue-collar workers {the percentage

1
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ranging from 4956 to 64%, depending on the coun-
cil); in the presidium of the workers councils the
workers represenfation wos about 20-40 percent.

The role of the Conferences of Workers Autonomy,
which hod limited responsibilities and were subor-
dinated to the degenerated trade-unions and the
party, was restricted to Tnspecting the aedministra=-
tion of the fackories and the working conditions.
While the opportunities for the workers' taking ini-
tiafives on questions of monogement disappeared
little by little, the trade-union councils concen-
trated more and more on controlling production;
they ignored the defense of the interests of the wage
earmers (wages, working conditions, etc.). Com-
posed in large part of "professional activists, " some
workers councils were limited to ratifying projects
and decisions of the management. The representa-
tion of the workers was only symbolic.

December 1970

In 1970 and 1971 during the repected sirikes olong
the Baltic coost and in other ploces throughout
Poland, the werkers struggled for unions that would
be representative and independent of the regime
and for real workers cauncils holding power. Let
us guote an example from a declaration made ofter
December 1970: "Behind the 'workers® facade we
sften find @ narrow group of specialists and official
representatives of social orgonizations, It is the
same thing in the Commission on Problems of the
Workers Councils. Workers participation is minimal,
For example; in one factory that was looked into
of the twenty-five members of the commission only
one is o warker. This business could be turned into
a joke — How many of you are there? Onel — if
it were not such @ serious thing and no laughing
matter. |t s this small group of specialists that,
acting under the aegis of the workers council, car-
ries out the leading functions in the administration
of the factory and settles all problems that come
up. That is the truth of the matter. There are some
peradoxical situations; for example, o division head
who as a member of the commission of the workers
council has to check an the very activity for which
he is responsible in his capacity of functionary in
the factory monagement. If to this it is added that
the ma* .jals presenfed to the workers councils are
in gene al provided by the members of the monage-
ment a0 . the division heads, the image becomes
clear. Of. .n, workers autonomy is no more than o
phrase . "

In another artic le written during this period, a jour-
nalist quoted some statements made by the workers
of the Gdansk and Gdynia shipyards after their
meefing with Gierel:

*"What did the supervisory personnel have fo say?
-]

They only listened to us when we fock action. "

*"You ask me about our workers councils? | know
nothing about its members. | couldn't even name
one of them. They exist only on poper.”

*"[t's the same with the frade union. Sure . . .
there's recreation, loans, and so on. But on the
most imparfant questions it's never around. "

* "“When it all started, they all disappeared. We
wanted to speak, but there was no one to listen.
We stood in front of the headquarters and called
for someone to come out and see us. Everyone hid,
the factory committee, the workers council, and
our trade-unicn leaders. "

In 1970, as during the spontanecus movement for
the creation of the werkers councils in 1958, the
workers armed themselves with democrotic organiza-
tions intended to make up for the defiziencies of
the official orgonizations, This capacity for self-
orgonization, as well os the other characteristics
of the movement of December 1570 and January
1971, illustrated what some peaple have called the
contradiction "between the growing maturity of
the working class and the underdevelopment of so-
cialist democracy, "

An inquiry conducted in 1971 by the Polish weekly
Polityka revealed that 90 percent of the workers
guestioned were camscious of the total ineffective-
ness of their representatives and stated that these
representatives had no influence whatever over the
management of the factory. The basic thrust of the
demands raised by the strike committee in the
Szczecin shipyards was toward the democratization
of the structures of power and of the economy, in
addition to improvements in living standards and
working conditions. The committee demanded real
independence for the workers organizations, nofably
through the resignation of the discredited leaders

of the Central Trade Union Council and the construc-
tien of trade-unions independent of the regime and
controlled by the unionized workers themse [ves.

Response of the Gierek team

In the wake of the events of December 1970 o de-
bate took place once again over the problem of
forms of represenfation and participation of the work-
ers in the management of the economy. This debate
drew a new balance-sheef on the functioning of the
existing bodies: the unions, the workers councils,
and the Conferences of Workers Autonomy. Some
propasals were mode in 1971 and 1972 that stressed
a new division of resporsibilities, with an increase
in the powers granted the workers council on the
questions of employment and division of wages —
powers distinct from those of the unioms, whose mle



would be to represent the workers before the manage-
ment.

In reality, the response of the Gierek team, in vio-
lation of Gierek's own statement to the striking
workers in Szczecin and in viclation of the propesals
made during the 1971-72 debate, wos to increase
the dependence of the unions and the workers coun-
cils on the buregucracy, As regards the forms of
workers organization that were created spontaneously
during the strikes of December 1970-January 1971,
the Gierek group's response was unambiguous: The
bureaucracy moved to the total and merci less liqui-
dation of these forms of organization.

Within the unions Gierek took advantage of the de-
mands for the removal of the most discredited leaders
to appoint his own devoted collaborators to leading
posts. As for the fasks of the trade unions, the Sep-
tember 1971 meeting of the Central Committee of
the CP was clear: "The fundomental task of the
trade unions must be te carry out consistent oction
to improve working conditions. . . . At the sume
time, the unions must cooperate in increasing the
productivity of labor and in strengthening sociol
discipline "

The new labor code worked out in 1973 points in
the same direction. It devotes hardly any attention

to the unions' role in pressing for the demands of

the workers and stresses their fasks in areas like in-
spection of labor, security, hyglene, housing assign—
ments, etc. On the other hand, various points in

the code insist on the "social discipline” and "labor
discipline" thet are required in order fo increase
productivity .

The bureaucracy's repressive arsenal agoinst the
workers was enriched by the June 23, 1973, law on
"the principles of the formotion and division of fac-
tory furds . " This law provides for reductions of bo-
nuses (up to and including their total efimination)
in cases of infractions of the work rules or of any
"unjustified absences.” In addition, Article 7 of
this same law clessifies participotion in an arbitrary
work stoppoge as an infraction equivalent to theft
or drunkenness. When it is remembered who it is
that decides whether or not a worle stoppage is "arbi-
trary, " it becomes apparent that this law is nathing
but an unequivocal antistrike law,

These measures fit squarely into the "new" economic
and social strategy proclaimed by the Pelish leaders
after 1970. The aim is to incregse the productivity
of labor and to impose labor discipline in order o
effect economic growth, which Tteelf has been

made o condition for the improvement of the liv-
ing standards of the weorkers . ®

R LI o ST T P L

2.€SOCIALIST MANAGERS”

“In industry the chiefs, like the subordinates,
are in agreement with the system, which im-
plies that orders are to be corried out, and
they find it perfectly natural that o head di-
rector has an office with leother-lined doors
and a luxurious armchair, while a department
head has a simple office with on ordinary
armchair, a foreman has only a chair behind
a partition, and a worker has a simple stool.™
— A K. Wrablewski, "The Inclined Plane, "
Polityka, January 5, 1974.

What are the “workers councils”
for?

A rigid hierarchy in industry and the rule of “per-
sonal management, " which means that all important
decisions are made by the head director and on his
personal responsibility alone, is nothing new in fhe
countries of the East in general or in Polond in por-
tieular.

The law, it is true, ako allows for the possibility

of an intervention by the "workers councils of the
enterprise” in the manogement of the workpluces.
The "workers councils" were born after the 1956
events ond were conceived at the time o5 bodies of
workers self-management. But the emergence of
slogars of the type "all power to the workers coun-
cils" (ralsed particularly in circles close fo Po
Prostu, the weekly of the left intellectuals) was
one of the major reasons for which the burecucracy
moved in 1957 to put the brokes on the thaw ond
radizalization that had begun in 1935,

Given the logic of Gomulka's post=1257 policy,
the role of the workers councils hos become purely
formal. As for back as 1958 they were integrated
into the "confesences of warkers autonomy, " which
locked the council of each enterprise into o strec—
ture dominated by the frode-unicn committee and
the local party vnit,

Orne of the demonds of the workers revolts in the
Baltic port cities in late 1970 and 1971 was that
democratic elections to the workers councils be
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held and that the power granted the councils by

law be recognized. The response of the bureaucrats
(this time, the Gierek team) was clear: Once the
strike was over, many of the militant workers were
thrown out of the shipyards and dispersed throughout
Poland, in order to avert any rebuilding, éven em-
bryonic, of the structures of workers self~-manage-
ment. (On this point, see "Gierek vs. the Workers, "
INPRECOR, Mo. 10, October 17, 1974.)

The debate on the role of the workers councils
opened by the weekly Polityka in 1973 revealed
that the councils were generally limited to rubber-
stamping decisions made by the management. The
very great majority of the members of the council
are administrators and supervisory pesonnel. This
situation is "justified" by the role of the council
{purely formal, obvicusly) in the occeptance of
the economic plan by the enterprise. In the very

rare cases in which the councils came out ogainst
the views of the management, there was frequently
repression, direct or indirect, against the "rebels."

In order to correct the fransformation of the "work-
ers councils" into simple committees of specialists,
J. Maziarski, the author of an inguiry on the role
of the councils (Polityka, September 22, 1973) pro-
posed to eliminate the councils' formal contral over
the econemic plan. On the other hand, he proposed
that the councils be devoted to the deferse of the
workers. (This is thecretically the task of the trade
unions in Peland, but they have never fulfilled rthis
task since the overthrow of the old regime.)

An inguiry made among the workers and supervisory
personnel clearly revealed the different perceptions
of the tasks of the councils among the two groups:

QUESTION ANSWER
workers supervisors

The workers councils are necessary because:
1. They have an influence on the social prob-

lems of the workers. 24, &% 2.%%
2. They defend the workers. 50,004 16,154
3. They are concerned with production. 13. 6% 27 .65
4. They help the management. 2.7% 12.6%

(From Polityka, September 29, 1973.)

The task of controlling the management of the enter-
prises was not even mentioned, despife the fact that,
according to the law, that should be the principal
role of the councils,

It is interesting fo note especially that the majority
of supervisors who answered the questions (contrary

to the majority of workers) saw aiding the manage-
ment in various forms os the main task of the wark-

ers councils.,

Some articles (for example, W. Piotr, Zycie Gos-
podarcze, October 7, 1971; T. Kurczymski, U.
Wojciechowa, Zycie Gospodarcze, November 14,
1973} pushed this idea even further and proposed
that the workers councils look after labor discipline
and even organize the layoff of "harmful" workers,
all in clese collaboration with the management.
{An article in a coming issue of INPRECOR will
deal with "workers democracy™ in Poland.)

Under these conditions, the management, and espe-
cially the head director, has virtually absolute
power within "his" enterprise. Very frequently the
20

workers organizations (the unions, the workers coun-
cils) play a role in increasing the pressure on the
workers. (It must not be forgotten that these organi-

‘zations, like the managements, are odministered

by bureaucrats of the party.) In the very rare cases
of conflict between the management and the orgoni-
zaotions that are supposed to represent the workers,
the effectiveness of the councils or the unions does
not go beyond the limits of defending the individual
worker, at best,

Thus freed from useless constraints, "one—person
management” can fully flower in Poland.

Strength of a “socialist” manager

The caste of managers is asserting itself more and
more as a real force in Poland, [+ must be stressed
that we are not dealing here with "technocrats, "
that is, with the totality of engineers and middle
cadres of the enferprises, but exclusively with a
very narrow layer of top managers who are, more-
over, clesely linked and even partly assimilated



to the upper layers of the political bureaucracy.
The low-level engineer, even if he may sometimes
enfertain illusions about his rele and opportunities,
is in fact more ond more being pushed into the posi-
tion of a foreman.

The strength ond the autonomy of the layer of man-
agers are on the rise. Alreody in 1968, when Try-
buna Ludu, the official organ of the Polish United
Workers party (the CF), published an article criti-
cizing the "technocrotic” tendencies represented
by the popular weekly Polityka (which did, in fact,
frequently present the pesitions of the technoerats),
a delegation of managers went to complain before
the Central Committee of the party. The very exist-
tence of this delegation was significant. Obviously,
there js in Poland no official organization of man-
agers, and the monagers have no right whatsoever
to send delegations.

The Polish manogers not only proved that they were
copable of organizing themselves rapidly fo defend
their groun interest, they also made a very effective
intervention. The authorof the article in question,
Mystek, was obliged fo make o public self-criticism.
That was the first manifestation of the strength of
the monagers; they proved themse lves the only pres-
sure group that was fo be allowed to confront the
regime in 1968,

Gierel's coming to power in 1970 further strength-
ened the position of these "captains of socialist in-
dustry. " Gierek himself came fo his position as first
secretary of the CP with the reputation of being the
man who had been able to "live with the techno-
crats" in Silesin, the most industrialized region of
Poland, where Gierek had been regional party sec-
retary before 1970. He has an engineer's diploma,
and his son is @ member of the Polish Academy of
Sciences and a professor in the Academy of Mines.

The "reforms, " or more exactly the changes in mon-
agement, introduced by Gierek consisted mainly of
balstering the power of the managers (apart from a
few concessions on wages, which were in any case
made only to the workers of the big industrial enter-
prises, of whom the government was afraid).

The administrative chonges in the management of
enterprises, the regroupment of enterprises by branches
into great industrial combines endowed with a greater
degree of autonomy (known as WOGs) — all these
changes granted more freedom of decision to the man-
agers of the enterprises.

According to the new "rules of the game, " the man-
agers themselves can determine how to invest part
of the profits of "their" factory. They can more
easily decide what sort of products will be manufac-

tured. A decision taken in 1973 introduced "price

elasticity™ — d system thot permiks some market pres-
sure on prices (unfil then, prices had been fixed cen-
trally by price commissions). Under the new system,
the managers can lower the price of o new product
below the price fixed by the central price commis-
sion in order to stimulote sales of the new products.
{It must not be forgotten that the aim of the infro-
duction of new products is fo "replace"” old products
"of inferior quality" but of lower cost. Even the
"diminished" price of the new product is significantly
higher than the price of the old preduct, which dis-
appears from the market. This system permils prices

to be roised without violating the official price
freeze.)

According to the declaration of a high Polish func-
Honary, the elasticity of prices is supposed to "per-
mit the development of competition, encourage

the development of modern marketing as adapted

to our socialist system, and lend support to all the
forces of marketing that are now being crected in
industry, commerce, and services." (Inferview with
E. Szymanski, directer of the domestic commerce
division before the Planning Commission, Zycie
Warszawy, July 11, 1974.)

In practice, the manager frequently has the right

to lay off workers. Up to now, this right hos not
been legalized. But the new labor code, which

was adopted recently ofter workers oppesition had
held up its implementation for two years, allows

the manager to penalize workers for drunkeness on
the job . . . and for unjustified werk stoppages !

This latter clouse has been used as justification for
the layoff of Edward Batuga, the leader of the work-
ers revolts in the shipyards of Szezecin,

One of the not negligible advantages won by the
managers after Gierek's reforms was g considerable
increase in their bonuses, proportionol to the in-
crease in the profifts of the enterprise. The special
bonuses, distributed fo the workers of the enterprise
who have obtained good economic results, are cal-
culated according to two criteria: "odded produc-
tion, " which reflects the increase in the production
of the factory, and direct profit. These bonuses are
shared among the workers according to "their role
in the creation of the surplus. " Needless fo say,
the rele of the manager in the creation of these
profits is comsidered predominant. For example,

in the Warta and Przyjafn cement factories, where
the new bonus system was infroduced beginning in
1971, the surplus of profits was divided omong the
workers according to a system of points fixed on
the bosis of the alleged individual contribution of
each person: The manager gets 40 points; a female
janitor gets 1 point.

The new system of management was not introduced
without problers and friction. Articles appeared

21



POLAND

h

in the press (for example, "A Test for Managers, "
W. Grochala, Polityka, September 16, 1972) that
complained about the lack of initiative of some
managers in spite of the new opportunities open to
them. Other managers complained about the “anach-
ronism" of certain central bodies and about the foo
extensive infervention in their affoirs from above,
despite the new directives,

But apart from the small problems of this transitional
period, most of the manogen did not complain very
much about the new increase in their power.

“How to be loved”

It is not an easy tosk to be o good "socialist” man-
ager. To assist managers in distress, Zycie Gospo-
darcze (the major Polish economics weekly) published
a long series of articles in 1972 on "the arf of being
a minoger, " The material the articles were based
an consisted of rezearch studies on the art of man-
agement conducted in the West (notably in the
United States) and on paralle] studies conducted in
the USSR and Foland. Based on his study of the
Western documents, the outhor of the articles, W.
Kozuch, proposed a series of “classical” recipes:
the introduction of an efficient management secre—
teriat; qualified managerial aides; strict filtering

of visitos ond telephone calls to the manager, ete.
He aliv added o few proposals adapted to the "so-
cialist" countrins: cssignment of managers to fulfill
the function of ligison with the party apparatus;
maximue limitation of their social functions; limita-
tions on meetings with organizations of personne|
{councils, trade unions, etc.). Inshort, the arti-
cles propose that the (socialist) monager not be con-
cerned with anything but being a good manager,

as is the rule in all the advanced industrialized
countries.

In reading this series of articles, a5 well oz other
similar ones, the clear impression comes across thot
it is believed in Poland that economic problems
will be miraculously resolved if factory manage-
ment of the American type can be achieved; and
further, that with a little effort and o few odminis-
trative referms  this con in fact be achieved. The
small differences berween the economic systens
prevailing in the two countries are scarcely men-
Hened,

In an article entitled "How to Be Loved" two man-
agers explained the practice of the art of manage-
ment (Zycie Ekonomiczne, July 2, 1972.) The prin-
ciple is quite simple: To be loved one must consult
one's subordinates from time fo time. It is useless

to consult them too often, for “the werkers will be
very happy and will consider that they are parfici-
pating in the management if the manager asks their
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odvice before each important decision relative fo
problems of labor organization and perscnnel, ” But
there must be no mistake, the advice is purely con-
sultative, aimed at improving the personnel’s feel-
ings obout the manager, for "it is an absoluie rule
that the decision must be made by the director alone,
and it is he alone who is resporsible for this deci-
sion. " The sacrosanct principle of "personal leader-
ship" is not infringed upon. li's better to be loved,
but you don't foel around with responsibilities with=
in the factory.

The inclined plane

The economic changes mode after 1970 contributed
to doubling between 1970 and 1972 the number of
salaries in excess of 5,000 zloty o month (the per-
centage of sularies reaching that level rising from
2,29 to 4.1% of the total during that period). But
that is not an extremely high salary. The minimum
wage at the time was in the neighborhood of 1,000
zioty, but the official statistics de not explain who
is getting the salaries of "more than 5, 000 zloty, "
Another index of inequality iz the gap between the
lowest and highest salaries: In 1972 this figure wos
on the order of 1.7 between the lowest 2% and the
highest 29 of salaries. And for the highest 0.2947
It must not be forgotten that the official salary is
only a fraction of the real income of high function-
aries. To the base salary must be odded the many
bonuses ond the various material advantages, like
fully—serviced apartments, travel abroad, and so on.

Populor sentiment has it that the difference between
the maximum and minimum salaries is greater. Some
85% of the participants in an inquiry on wages corn-
ducted by Polityka (May 29, 1971) believed that
the gop between wages was higher. Polityka tried
to explain this popular "error” as a lack of informa-
tion on high salaries. According to them, people
imagine that a factory direcfor earns more than

100, 000 zloty a month. In this inguiry 43% called
for a maximum salary of 8, 000 zloty; 10.8% be-
lieved that the maximum salary should not exceed
4,000 zfoty (less than twice the average salary at
the time), and only 7.8% (the grect majority of
whom had o higher education) agreed that the max-
imum salary should exceed 15,000 zloty.

The captains of “socialist” industry have no serious
problem making ends meet. Their basic salaries,
which are already not especially low, are boosted
greatly (especially since the introduction of reforms)
by bonuses and various material benefits. Moreover,
since Gierek's infroduction of the "new model of
socialist consumption, " they have succeeded in
"legalizing” their right to material privileges.

The new model of consumption, which was intro-



Szezecin, 1970. Workers burn the Communist party headguarters.

* duced by the central committee of the Polish United
Workers party (in June 1974) in the educational
program for perty members, attempis fo explain and
justify privileges in durable consumer goods (espe-
cially private cars and houses) in a sccialist society.
A campaign was waged to explain that ownership

of the consumer goods in question is not a sign of
petty-bourgecis aftitudes but, on the confrary;, rep-
resents proof of the achievements of the happy willa-
and-automobile proprietor in the building of social-
ism. According to the definition frequently repeat-
ad in this context, socialism means "fo each ac-
cording to his work”; the fact that someone is allowed
to have a beautiful house only proves that he has
worked very well.

The initial project of the Gierek government when
it launched the "new model of consumption" was
probably fo mobilize a section of the workers and
low-ranking supervisors with the prospect of acquir-
ing durable consumer goods at the cost of long years
of privation and soving and in this way fo induce
them to forget the daily problems that begin with
the lack of meat and end with the analysis of the
political situation. For the moment, this tactic has
failed. Very serious problems in the construction
industry have prevented the construction of a sig-
nificant number of individual houses. The increase
in the price of oil (the price of gas in Poland today
is higher than anywhere else in Europe] has placed
the use of automebiles out of the reach of workers.
There remains the role of the "model of corsumption”
as o plausible explanation for the origin of indivi-
dually ewned automobiles and houses among those
who clready possess them, "those who have confrib-
uted the most to the development of socialism.™

For the rest, it is not only a question of durable
comsumer goods. There are also the cash "bonuses”
(not only for these who work for export}, "bonuses”
that today permit the purchase of almost everything,
even goods that are practically unavailable on the
domestic Polish market. There are, for example,
annual vacations in the West, for os everyone knows,
it is only in the West that you can really relax.

The theoreticions of management in Poland like to
speak of the "streamlined shructure of enterprises. "
The directors find this structure insufficiently streom-
lined. In the orticle "The Inclined Plane” (guoted
at the beginning of this article), the auther explains
that "the factory is like the army; first of all you
cbey orders; afterwards, you con talk about it."

A dream for managers.

The "socialist managers” in Poland today enjoy wir-
tually absolute power in their own demain. Given
the absence of any independent workers orgoniza-
tion and the attempts at conciliating, buying off,
and infegrating the managers by the Gierek govern-
ment, which is in search of chjective allies against
the working class, their position seems very stable.
Bu? unlike their Western colleagues, their power
does not rest onsolid economic bases . Their posi=
tion, which derives from the political power of the
bureaucrafs, is intimately linked to the bureaucracy
ard suffers from all its weaknesses. The “egalitarion”
tendencies of the masses have not disoppeared, des—
pite the propaganda campaigns of the regime eriti-
cizing these terdencies; in foct, they remain threat-
ening. The plone in Poland is indeed inclined, but
it lacks any solid support. It threaters to collapse

at the first strong wind.
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Minnwsst?

We are publishing below the editorial that appeared in the first jssue of Marxismo Revo-
lucionério, a new journal published by sympathizers of the Fourth International in Brazil.
It deals with the elections that took place in that country last November and with the
situation of the working class and the workers vanguard.

L

For the popular masses, the elections that took
place in Brazil last November 15 represented a
breach in the panorama of reaction and anti-

popular terror characteristic of the past several years.

Despite the fact that the elections were nothing but
a crude farce based on puppet bipartisanism, and
despite the fact that the dictatorship tried to hald
them within very narow limits, the masses took ad-
vantage of the opportunity fo express their discon-
tent about the absence of democratic rights, the
low wages, the high cost of living, inflation, un-
employment, and the precarious character of public
and social services, The behavior of the masses was
not marked by the apathy of the previous years.

This change in the behavior of the workers and popu-
lar masses was symptomatic of the change that was
beginning to occur in their state of mind. This was
observable even before the elections, beginning
with the radicalizotion that had become apparent
among cerfain sccial sectors. In fact, the situation
in the working closs during 1974 was characterized
by the rebirth of an atmosphere of shruggle that
reached rather significant proportions in some sec-
tors. In the ABC region and in Sdo Paulo (that is,
the backbone of the Brazilian working class) there
have been a number of strikes, and there have been
wage negotiations in some of the maojor factories of
the country (Velkswagen, Ford, Chrysler, Agos,
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Villares, efc.). In some cases the workers have
succeeded in winning woge increases, and in most
cases they have fought their struggles independently
of the official trade unions, through clandestine
commissions organized in the factories. The impor-
tance of the emergence of such struggles, even if
they are elementary ones, is absolutely incontestable
given the present situation in Brazil.

The student milieu, for its part, is increasingly feel-
ing the influence of an active vanguard that even

in the blackest period of reaction and repression

has not ceased to struggle for the reorganization of
the academic centers, against capitalist rationaljza-
tion of the universities, and against education for
profit. The struggles against repression have resulted
in the formation of Committees for the Defense of
Political Prisoners.

In the countryside, the struggles of the rural laborers,
semiproletarians, and small landowners, although
they have gone unnoticed by observers in the urban
centers, have not disappeared: in some coses, they
have even resulted in violent and tough conflics.

Atomized, fragmented, alienated, and brutalized
by the situation of extreme poverty, exploitation,
and oppression under which they live, the masses
spontaneously viewed November 15 as an opportu-
nity to deliver a resounding "No" o the military
dictatorship. Inevitably, this action will have con-
sequences for the future, and it deserves to be ana-
lyzed in more detail.



dictatorship resulted in a victory of unexpected

* proportions for the bourgeois party of "demo-
cratic opposition. " The growth of the Movimento
Democratico Brosileire (MDB — Brazilian Democratic
Movement) surprised even the party's own ranks,
as well as its blindest and most optimistic collabo-
ratars. The MDB won the Senate posts in sixteen
states. |t won more than a third of the seofs in the
Federal Chamber (thus registering on increase of
100 percent), which now enables it to form com-
missions of inquiry; fo summon ministers, to over—
see commissions, ond so on. It obtained maojorities
in the legislative assemblies in the states of S8c
Poulo, Rie Grande do Sul, Rio de Janeiro, Parcnd,
Amazanas, and Acre, in addition to Guanabara,
It increased its weight in the municipalities, where
it wen in places that had been traditicnal bastions
of the AREMNA {Alianca Renovadora Nocional —
Alliance for MNational Renewal). The MDB wen 70
percent of the votes of more than 32 million voters.

2 The protest of the masses against the military

But in no woy did the electoral results represent a
vietory for the masses. Paradoxically, while the
masses condemped the dictatorship that oppresses
them, they did so by strengthening a party of their
own closs enemy, the bourgeoisie.

In fact, the major end result of the change in the
character of the MDB ofter the elections is that it
has ceased to be o bourgecis porty condemned to
ostracism, It has now been transformed info o new
element in the relotionship of ferces among the var-—
ious sectors and factions of the ruling closs. It now
represents not solely the middle loyers ond petiy-
bourgeais sectors affected by the octions of the
monopalies, but alsc oppears as the mouthpiece of
many industrial and agrarion sectors that have been
hit by the failure of the whole sectoral policy of
the regime. It is beginning to constitute an element
of contradiction in the hegemonic bloe of the bour-
geoisie, porticularly in the woke of the decline of
the absolute domination of MNorth American copital
and of the relative increase in investments origi-
nating from Japan and the Common Market countries.

The number of MDB candidates of working-class
origins was extremely small (although there were

o few such condidates, they were firm supporters

of the trode-—union bureaucracy); the dominant com-
ponent was the industrial and bureaucratic bour-
geoisie. In the rural areas, which always vote for
the government, the growth of the MDB was a re-
sult of the compaign to defend the interests of the
latifundistas and the demands of the middle and big
rural bourgeoisie. This campaign was absclutely not
based on denouncing the poverty and superexploita-
tion of the rural laboress or on the struggle for a
radical agrarian reform. But what else could have
been expected from a bourgeois parfy?

The links between the MDB and the bourpeaisie

will not be weakened now; they will be strength-
ened more thon ever, os could have been expected
given the populer support garnered by its candidates.
The new role assumed by the "opposition party”
will be that of o "party of order" supporting the
strengthening of the regime and thus opening new
chonnels of communication between the ruling closs
and the milifary government in on ecoromic and
political situation whose prospects are rather uncer—
tain:

Why did the workers and toilers support the
MDB and its candidates in the elections? It is
'absolutely necessary fo answer this guestian.

In the first place, it wos becouse of their own weak-
nesses and the great weakness of their vanguord . In
the preceding elections (1970), the ebstention rate
was 46 percent, and of the ballots cast, 50 percent
were void . This did not represent o high level of
mass consciousness,; howewer: rather, it was o re—
flection of total apathy, fear, and indifference.
This year, the masses wonted to express their dis-
content with the dictatorship, but they did so Tn
a spontaneous fashion, without follawing the leod
of a party representing their closs inferests. At the
same time ag it expressed o protest against their op-
pressor, the voite also reflected their inability to
see clearly politically and to find the best means
of striking ot and weakening the oppressor. The.
vote for the MDB waos the expression of on enormous
diseontent that coexists with a low lavel of con-
sciousness and orgonizotion omong the brood maosses,

The MDB appeared os the anly visible opposition
force: 1t made use of the mass communication media
(mainly television} and posed questions that iden-
tified it with the interests of the masses, I+ thus
succeeded in capitalizing on the popular discentent
that has occumulated over the years. No one has
any illusion: The vote of the toilers for the MDB
and its candidates represented o condemnation of
the military dictatorship much more than a statement
of allegiance to the "democratic” bourgeais opposi-
Fon.

In faci, the past record of the MDB as an opposition
party does nof provide much ground for enthusiosm.
The MDB is the product of a bastard fusion of the
ald PSD and the remaing of the PTB around a watch—
ward invented by a decree of the military dictatar-
ship; later it wos "purged . " 1t was the opposite of
everything o "democratic” opposition should have
been. It opted for collaboration with the military
dictatorship and for moderation, becoming an ac-
complice in all the erimes commitied by the bour—
geois military government against the people. At

a time when the Brazilian bourgeoisie was |'H:§uidc:|Hng
democratic rights in order o save its regime the
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MDB did not have much interest in mobilizing the
masses and simu ltaneously trying to hold them with-
in the framewark of the classical democratic gome.
It feored the masses as the devil fears holy water.

Mar is there any reason to hove illusions about the
future of the opposition party. Whenever it is nec-
essary to contain the mass struggle, the MDB will
eppeal to the workers and fo the masses in general
with the aim of bolstering the rule of the bourgeni-
sie and the dictatership. The statements of the main
leaders of the MDE are rather significant in this re-
gard:

"Thanks to this victory, the MDB is being trans—
tormed into @ party of national expression thot has
access fo the private councils of the government
and can thus collaborate in o policy of détente that
cught fo consist of pacifying Brozilion society. "
(Danton Jobim, MDB senator.)

"The victary of the opposition will provide President
Gefsel| with a popular cover for altering the oriente-
tion of the econemic and social policy followed by
the lost two governments.” (Pedre Simon, parlia-
menfary deputy and president of the MDB in Rio
Grande do Sul.)

"Any attempt to overcome the division of the naotion
will be valuable " (Morcos Freire, MDB senator
elected from Permombuco )

Mow that the elections are over, there remains
only a sad and disoppeinting reality for those
®who hoped {or hope) to see the MDB become a
"party allied to the wage earners. " The people voted

for the bourgeois "opposition” in its death agony,
thus lerding it new strength and allowing it to be-
come the major instrument for legitimizing the die-
tatorial regime.

The regime has fo legitimize iself through the inter-
mediary of o bourgecis opposition in order to chan-
nel pepular discontent info passive integration. The
very dynamic created by the electoral campaign
demonstrated this urgent necessity to all the profes-
sional politiciors of the bourgecisie.

The workers and the mosses, preptred to demand a
settling of accounts, supported the MDB hoping

that it would take immediate action. This created
an afmasphere marked by relative pressure from the
masses an the eve of November 15, and this mode
the MDB "foxes" rather uncomfortable. In the places
where public demonstrations were organized (mainly
Rio Grande do Sul, Pernambuca, and Guanabara)
the masses did not remain within the limits defined
by the MDE; they raised antidictatorship slogans
that could not be co-opted, given the bourgeoisie’s
narrcw room for maneuver. 1t was because of this
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threat of political radicalization that the MDB of
Sdo Paulo, drowing the lessors of the demonstrations
held earlier in other states, canceled ifs victory
meeting and celebrations.

Thizs iz the only way to understand the role played
by the group of auténticos — who received a very
significant voie — ond the formation of the "young
wings " of the "democratic youth" of the MDB, These
sectors acquired significant weight in the student
movemen!, in the trade unions, among the leftist
intellectuals, and even among the revolutionary
left. This wing of the MDB, which achieved some
success in the elections and has proven capable of
making meaningful denunciations of the dictator-
ship (the nomes of these killed under torture were
read out publicly in Guanabara), is nevertheless
taking up the task of demaobilizing the people after
the elections and iz proposing reconciliation within
the MDB. Regardless of any "good intentions, " the
compromise made by this wing of the MDB with the
bourgeois policy of the party will help the workers
ta gain confidence in their own strength and will
make them shed their illusion that well-intentioned
parliamentarians are worth more than "subversion.”

"A victory for democracy!" exclaimed the unan-

5 imous chorus of the prognosticators prostituted to

®hourgenis democracy. The official government
spokesmen washed their hands of the matfer: The
government, I‘hey said, "waos not overthrown”: in
fact it hod won a victary for its "détente” policy.
The AREMA suffered a defeat, but that was becouse
of “externcl factors, " like the international eco-
nomic crisis, inflation, and so on.

The government had already said, through the me-
dium of the head of the parliament, that "whoever
wins will come into the govermment, and o strong
opposition, active and politically rejuvenated, con
only strengthen the government and the regime."

The fact is that the election results were paradoxical:
Although it suffered defeat at the polls, the military
dictatarship found ielf relatively strengthened in
the institutional sphere .,

The political way out proposed by the Geise| govern-
ment clearly represents an implicit admission of the
social isolation of the dictaforship, which hos never
managed to obfain the support of the masses and the
wage earners. |hrough the medium of a "high level
of negotiation” the government is frying fo reccti-
vate the parlismentary political game o a certain
extent. Maintenonce of the ultrarightist and fascist
"hard line ™ of Medici, Delfin Nette, Gensral Hum-
berto Souza Mello, and the securify orgons of the
armed forces would only have widened the chasm
between the dictatorship and the masses, which
would hove been undesirable for the regime in the
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current period. Mevertheless, the "hard-liners”
did not miss o chance to strike back on the sly. If
their counterattock had succeeded it would have
enabled them to postpone the elections, orrest op-
positionists, and thus attempt to repeat what hap-
pened in 1970, when on the eve of elections the
repression was stepped up heavily.

Contrary to what had been thought by the apclogists
of "possible democracy, " the elections unleashed
strong centrifugal tendencies and created divisions
within the bloe in power. The institutional strength-
ening of the dictatorship will be a sort of political
"interregnum” in a palace conspiracy; but the dic-
ratorship will not be able fo control the situation
indefinitely. In view of the uncertain days of inter—
natisnal ecanomic recession, of the stagnation of
the national economic "boom, " and of the inability
of the Brazilion bourgesisie to meet the vital de-
mands of the laboring masses, the militory dictator-
ship will try to gain time, That is the purpose of the

"ctrong oppasition, active and politically rejuvenated.,”

Buf the elections also'sef the stage for the gov-

ernment institutions' being overtoken by the

very dynamic of the mass movement ina transi—
tional epoch, which places the socialist revolution
on the agendo os the only passible solution, given
the insoluble contradictions of capitalism.

Among the combative sections of the workers and
studenfs movements an acce lerated process of orga=
nizational recomposition and political clarification
is going on. The revolutionary sanguard and the far
left are finding if passible to emerge from their deep
political forpor. Free debate has begun again within
the vanguard and is stimulating pelitical rearming
os o pralude o action.

As for the masses in the brooder sense (especially

the workers), the victory of the MDB will not result
in their being lined up to support the double game
being played by the bourgeois opposition. The vote
received by the MDB will inevitably open up o situa-
tion favorakle to breaking down the conservatism

of the masses. This becomes clear when account is
taken of the fact that the attempt to d2mobilize

the people, in which both the outénticos and the
"moderates” of the MDB are participating, is like
cold water thrown on the hopes that had been raised.
The malady that afflicts this party, its leadership

as well as its more octive rank and file, will enor-
mously occentuate rather than ease the crisis of the
bourgeois opposition. Nevertheless, it does not fol-
low from this that the masses will immediately enter
into revelutionary turmeil. The effects of the past
defeats of the workers movement and the nonexis—
tence of a revolutionary vanguard with @ mass base,
combined with the constant crisis of the "democratic"
bourgeois opposition, will continue to act as power—

ful foctors fostering conservatism and political va-
cuity. The masses do not exist apart from their or-

ganizations, politically at least. Cutside these or-
ganizations "the masses" ore gtomized individuals,
fragmented by the alienation of labor, united only
psychologically.

Thus, imstances in which the struggles go beyond the
limits laid down for them, particularly in the work-
ers movement, will occur in o profoundly uneven,
atomized, and complefely disorgonized manner.
This is a confradictory feature of the coming pericd
and is itself an expression of the very deep confra-
diction befween the subjective factor (the level of
consciousness and organization of the masses), which
is less developed, and the cbjective factor; the in-
ability of capitalism in Brazil (or anywhere else)

to resolve its own contradictions. The resolution

of the confradiction between the cbjective and sub-
jective factors is, os it has always been and will

be, a challenge to the revolutionary vanguard .

Revolutionary Marxists must now pose o number
. of guestions to themselves and the revolution-

ary vanguard, principally the mest conscious
and combative workers: |s "redemocratization" fos-
tered by the military burecucrocy the best solution
for the bourgeocisie ? Will the aggravation of the
economic, pelitical, and sociol contradictions that
the Brazilian bourgecisie will have to confront in
coming vears enaoble it to carry out @ “"redemocratiza-
tian from abowve"? Can the very social forces that
tried to perpeteate an "indigenous foscism!" through
terror suddenly change their spofs and give rise to
"flowering democracy "' ?

The bourgeais republic was always the best farm of
rule for the bourgeoisie. Boxing in the masses

with reformist parliomentary contests, with the peri-
odic election of candidates who are indentured to
the bourgeoisie but carry out their policies "in the
name of the people, " conceals the class dictatoship
against the exploited and has alwoys enabled the
bourgeoisie to ideclogically mask the real nature

of its stote power. The more deeply the bourgecisie
moves into its period of decay — and this is o5 valid
for Yrezil as it is for the rest of the world — the less
it resembles the bourgeoisie of the oscending period
of cupitalism. For this historically meribund class,
the crucial question do2s not lie so much in its sub-
jective desires as in its cbjective copacity fo repro-
duce and maintain the capitalist system.

The military dictatorship in Brozil represented o
political solution founded on the defeat of the masses
and the complete destruction of the organized work-
¢rs movement; these were the preconditions for capi-
talist accumulation. The fact that this solution was
adaopted illustrated the hegemony of the bourgeois
sectors tied to imperialism. In 1968 Institutional
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Act Mo. 5, the "coup within a coup, " gave rela-
tively complete form to the dynamic that had started
in 1964 (when the Goulart regime was overthrown) .
During the course of the past ten years, the armed
forces rose to the position of the "sale party” of the
bourgeoisie, substituting themselves for the old,
worn=out bourgeais paliticians, "Wiclence without
words replaced the vielence of words . "

unnoticed by infernational big business, and

still less by the Brazilian bourgeoisie ond the
military camarilla. The experiences in those coun-
tries showed that the traditional bourgeois parties
and the reformist workers parties could not prevent
a confrontation between the masses and the bourgeais
regime, nor could they prevent the anticapitalist
and anti-imperialist dynamic of the permanent revo-
lution fram unfolding. The reformism of the Unidad
Popular wos replaced by foscism. Peronist Bonapartism
wos replaced by the armed bands of the rightist par-
allel police. The misfortune of the Brazilian bour-
geoisie is that in the short ferm it does not command
sufficiently powerful reformist forces or Bonapartist
bourgeois leaders. And it fears the masses. Mereover,
w0s it not under the banner of the Bonapartism of
Varges that the masses on several occasions threat-
ened 1o ovesthrow the institutions of the ruling class?

8'The lessors of Chile and Argenting did not pass

With Institutionel Act Mo, 5 the de Medici govern-
ment — the most fascist of all the rightist govern-
ments since 1964 — eliminated any "populism” from
the bourgesis leadeship, The repressive antipopular
and antiworker wave unleashed by the de Medici
government deprived the roling class of the instru-
menfs and politicel organizations it needed to hold
the masses in check. From the standpoint of the im-
mediate needs of the time, this wos necessary in
order to consolidate the bourgeois regime and pump
up the capitalist economy; but in the long term it
left the ruling class with no support except ifs Pre=-
torian Guord, except pure and simple repression.

The hands of the bourgenisic and the gorillas are
covered with too much blood for them to speak of
“redemocratization, ! fo tolerate the free organiza-
tion of the people and the existence of workers par—
ties having the power to negotiate with them. The
bourgecisie as @ whale is much more afraid of the
radicalization of the mosses and the recomposition
of the workers movement than it is of ifs own inter-
nal struggles. In order to maintain its rule it will
not hesitate to suppress one or the other of the bour-
geois sectors that do not hold hegemony.

A despotic dictatorship can crumble under either
of two conditions: if iis internal contradictions
®drive it to a point of such degeneration and
corruption that the regime collagses of its own de-
cay or if the bourgeoisie finds that the only way it
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can save ifs regime in foce of o moss upsurge threat-
ening ifs rule is to grant democrotic concessions,

In general, Greece and Portugal illustrate the fist
category; Argentina during the period of the Great
MNaticnal Accord illustrates the second,

In what direction are the present struggles among
the factions in power in Brazil moving? They cer-
tainly do not suggest that the Brazilian dictatorship
is on the point of collapsing from decay or that it

is inevitably moving foward such an end. It is quite
clear that a division presently exists between two
bourgeois wings, both solidly linked to the monop-
olies, to the mulHnational trusts and their inferests,
On the one side there is the “hard wing, " which
calls for the Chilean-type methods, that is, a teugh-
ening of repression and the exclusion of traditional
bourgeois leaders from decision-making centers.
On the other side, there is the Geisel wina, which
is trying fo reacfivate a controlled parliamentary
game, fo grant some autonomy to AREMNA and to

the MDE, and to strengthen the regime's focade —
but without ending the foscist repression.

The “institutionalization” of the dictatorship appears
to be the most sophisticated and effective sort of
rule from the standpoint of cne sector of the bour-
geoisie. This sector is trying through institution=
alization to maintain the ormed forces as the funda-
mental pillar of the regime and at the same time to
allow a more intense, though rigorously controlled,
parliamentary game to unfold as @ means of dimin-
ishing fensions within the bourgeaisic and extending
bourgecis domination over brooder sections of the
masses. Concurrently, the level of fascist repression
against the masses is being kept up. In other words,
with one hand the military dictatorship is offering

a dialogue ta the big bourgeoisie; with the other
hand it is continuing to viclently repress any insub-
crdinatien ameng the masses. That is the sort of
"redemocrotization” the Geisel faction is capable
of offering.

It 1= probable that the clash between these mare
sophisticated conceptions of rule and the concep-
tions advocated by the truculent "hard wing, " along
wi th differences over the pace ot which "institu-
tionalization™ should be introduced (differences
pitting the most impatient sectors, of the "O Estado
de 5do Paulo"” type, against the "moderation™ of
Geisel), will produce an increase in tensions with-
in the bourgeoisie during the coming peried, thus
opening up some breaches in the system of rule.
While this is true, it is also certain that these con-
flicts ond tensions, even if they continue to mount
and spill out of the offices and antechambers of the
ministers, will by themselves never lead the bour-
geoisie to seek a solution of the redemocratization
type unless there is pressure from the masses.,




That is why waiting for "redemccratization” to be
touched off spontanecusly by struggles within the
bourgeoisie without being concemed with organizing
and mebilizing the industrial proletariat indepen-
dently of the bourgeais and petty-bourgeois leader-
ships amounts to condemning the revolutionary move-
me nt fo suicide.

The only way democratic rights can be won by the
masses in the current conditions of Brazil is for the
workers in strugale, orgonized and mobilized mas-
sively, to force the bourgecisie fo beat o political
retreat, And this revolutionary upsurge of the masses,
when it comes, will not ot all stop ot demacratic
conquests. |t will persist untT| there is o direct and
decisive confronfation berween the bourgesisie ond
the proletariat, until the complete destruction of
the capitalist system. There are no more reforms to
carry out; there are no more democratic "stages”
to be traversed. The ero of permanent revolution
has long since begun and it will end only with the
victory of socialism on o world scale.

Whaot next? What is 1o be done ofter the

10 alections? Waould offering critical support

® 5 the MDB or to the "auténtico” wing of
the MDE hosten the recemposition of the crgonized
workers movement? Would it strengthen the workers
vanguord ? ©r would it channel discentent so o5 to
legitimize the dictatorship? Revelutionary Merxists,
as well as ather currents of the revolutionary left,
called for casting a blank ballot during the elec-
tions and centered their compaign around the orgo-
nization of the struogle ogainst the dictotorship
through independent and autonomous oction.

While it is necessary to reject all uhraleftist con-
ceptions that refuse participotion in any elections
under the pretext that elections are by definition
bourgeois or are of no interest to the workers move—
ment, it is also necessary not to moke a fefish of
elections. When communists can use them freely,
por Homentary elections can serve as o tribune from
which fo issue political denunciations, to talk aboot
workers and popu lair sfruggles, to carry out propa-
ganda about the revolutionary program, and fo
popularize mobilizing slogons. Above all, they
must be used o propogandize ond ogifote For a su-—
perior form of democracy, thot of councils or so-
viets under the control of the masses. MNewverthe less,
o position of critical support t6 the MDB, or at
least to its best candidates (the auténficos, the
vouth wing) became generalized throughout the
left, ond especially throughout the far left, during
the elactions. The MDB wos seen as the "best meors
for strengthening democrotic rights,. " I wos ex-
plained that the auténticos of the MDB would de-
nounce the dictatorship in Congress, that they
would defend "o port of our program, " that it would
be "voluntarist right now to propose fo reconstruct
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the proletarian venguard, " that the "defeats of these
past years show that the masses are more in crisis
than is the vanguord, " that "the left needs room

to bredthe, and for that the indicated saluticn is

to work legally within the MEB, " and 5o on.

Revolutionary Marxists had to denounce this false
position, which omounted fo counterrevolutionary
immability. The validity of the denunciations of

the dictatorship issued by the outéntices during and
ofter the elections wos nofichollenged. But such
denunciations would not have been produced by
ony support to the MDB, even eritical support. In
the concrete conditions of the moment, parliamentary
elections are not simply ¢ grotesque farce; they olso
fail to offer even minimal gquorantees, even to the
bourgeois parliomentarians, To lend such support
now would be to ploy the bourgecisie's game, o
provide o cover for the institutiona lization of the
dictatorship, fo contribute to bolstering the demo-
cratic facade of the dictoforship.

ticos of the MEB are comsistent about the

® denunciations they have jssued, w|'|}.r do they
reriain in the MDB, channeling popular discontent
so that it can be obsorbed by the regime? Why don't
they break with the bourgeois leadeship of the party
ond with the MDB iself? Why don't they eall en
the workers to have confidence ¢n1}r in their own
strength?

11 It is necessary to speck clearly: [F the autén-

Precisely because the masses, when they vored for
the MDB, were voting ogainst the dictatorship rather
than in favor of the bourgeois leadership of the
MDB, it is more than ever urgent to deepen this ot
titude and not to limit or co—opt it. And if the van-
guard is very weok ond the masses are very backward
today, that incredses the importonce of this task.
The slightest gains that can be made in advancing
the consciousness and independent organization of
the maosses will prove decizsive in the coming period.

The apportunist and tail-endlst policy towdrd the
bourgeois and petty-bourgeois leaderships, which
repects the betrayal of the workers movement by

the reformists of the CP, has fallen into is own trap.
This policy is unable to find o way out of the vicious
circle into which it has ploced itself: Critical sup-
part to the MDB, whic-, becouse of ifs own subor-
dinotion to the bourgeasis parties, will lead it de-
fenders to uncritical suppori. This progmatism has

its price: the self-liguidation of o vanguard that
claims to be revclitionary, for this progmatism aban-
dons the central tosk of the vanguard at the present
time — the struggle to advance the consciousness

ond independent organization of the proletariat —

in fhe name of "shortcuts" that lead nowhere except
to fotal impotence and subsrdination to the bourgeais
and petty-bourgenis leaderships. And the most lam-
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entable thing is that this “new discovery” of "crit-
ical” support is not at all new in the history of the
workers movement. Since the beginning of this cen-
tury that sort of policy has resulted in many defeats
and big retreats, the lessons of which can be drawn.
In reality, critical support to the MDB drags Marxism
back to its prehistoric stages. What is needed is a
step forward, not two, three, and more steps back-
ward,

It is exoctly becouse of the MDB's character os o
bourgecis party and because of the choracter of par-
liamentary elections that it is necessary to Fight
against these jllusions, to demystify and clarify be-
fore the mosses and the workers vanguard all the
electoralist and reformist deviations that hope to
resclve through o vote what cannot be resalved ex-
cept through the direct action of the masses, through
their self-organizotion from the bottem up. The
choice is not MDB or AREMNA: the point is not to
chogse the lesser evil. The important thing is fo
know what pelicy strengthens the working class ond
weakens the bourgeoisie and what policy does the
cpposite.,

pression of an unconsciows social process.
® |n each phase, ateach moment of the strug-

gle between the proletorial ond the bourgeaisie, it
abwerys ropresents the averall interests of the whale
wiotlers movement, IF is in this sense that revelu-
tionary Morxisis — whose interests are no different
from those of the workers movement, for they rep-
resent the most clear-sighted wing of that move-
ment — call for the independence of the workers
vanguard from the bourgecis parties and the petty-
bourgeois leaders,

12 Revalutionary Marxism is the conscious ex-

The taetie of casting a blank ballet, a tactic cen-
tered on the orgonization and reconsfruction of the
vanguard, peints in the direction of deepening the
patential fer going beyond bourgecis limits that
exists among the masses, of strengthening the posi-
tions of the proletariat to the detriment of those of
the bourgeoisie ard the dictatorship.

From the immaciate standpoint, the compaign for
the blank balict had os its objective beginning a
process of regrouping the revolutionary vanguard,
of clarifying politics inorder to take action. Af no
fime did we foster any illusion as to the possibility
of immediately transforming the process of outflank-
ing the bourgeois leaderships into revolutionary
mass action. The campaign for the blank ballot was
centered on 1he question of independent organizo-
tion, thus clearly showing that participation in par-
liomentary elections makes sense only when the
revelutionary vanguard and the workers parties can
have a guarantee of a minimum freedom of opinion
and speech. In the long term, our propaganda will
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have strengthened the idea that democratic conquests
are not granted by governments but are won by the
masses in struggle.

The final balance-sheet after the elections indicated
the failure of the vanguard, its isolation from the
masses; in other words, the lack of a revolutionary
leadership. Only such a leadership could strengthen
the struggle against the bourgeois and petty-bour-
geais leaderships, tearing the best elements of our
proletariat from their influence in order to attract
them te revelutionary Marxism.

But the balance-sheet of the elections also

13 showed that new possibilities are open to

® the revolutionary left. The dictatorship is
cought in an impasse: How con it strengthen its class
dominstion without permitting an explosion of mass
struggles in an extreme by tense social situation?
The maosses have demonstrated their discontent and
dissatisfaction with the dictatorship. Their vote was
political, despite the years of apathy under the de
Medici government. All this makes the dictatorship
tremble and indicates that new breaches can be
openad in the apparent monolith of the bourgesis
regime before it can find o new equilibrium — if
it ever does,

It is indispensable for the Marxist and revolutionary
currents to solve as scon as possible the problem of
the absence of leademship of the working class in
order not to allow the bourgeocisie and the dictatar-
ship to build up the political end seeial support that
it now lacks. Thet is why it is necessary to call on
all revolutionary groups to praclice unity in action
in order to reinforce the organized warkers move-
ment (by forming workers committees and commis-
sions for common action, as in the case of trade-
union elections in 1975, for example), to organize
self-defense of struggles and of workers organiza-
tions during periods of repression and persecution

of vanguard worker militants, and to organize pelit-
ical campoigrs against the dictatorship. Unity in
action is indispersable to the formation of commit-
tees to defend palitical prisoners and to dencunce
the conciliationism of the MDB and the cpportunism
of the so-called auténtices.

But this unity in action will not mean the absence

of a profound political debate among the campanents
of the revolutionary left. Political and programmatic
clarification must be carried out through an ever
deepening free debate around immediate tactical
problems and the final cbjectives of our movement.
What is needed is to find a policy that is adapted

to the presently atomized condition of the re alu-
tienary vonguard in the struggle against capitalism
and the dictatorship and that in the long run will
foster the formation of a revelutionary Marxist
workers party .l
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are #m gonger of death. We do not know exoctly
whes #he irial will be held, but it may begin at
any mement, That is why we must begin now to pre-
pore surse lves so that the masses, with the working
cloms ot their head, con respond energetically to
this attempt at multiple murder. That is why we
ore moking this appeal to the United Secretariat

of $he Fourth International. Becouse Eva Farest and
her comrades need international solidarity if they
ame fo escape death. Because we, Trotskyist mili-
$on% of the entire world, are the most comsistent
gefenders of the struggle ogainst the oppression and
reoression engendered by international copitalism;
grd because, in the end, the overthrow of the
Frencoist dictatorship is port of the international
stuanle against capital,

Withaut international sclidarity of the sort that was
srganized in defense of the working closs and the
revelutionaries of Chile, Vietnam, ond Palestine,
it will Be very difficult to block the plans of France-
ism, #o moke the dictatorship retreat once more,
and #osucceed in pressing forward the struggle for
its swerthrow . Today an international front against
repression must be developed ground the defense

of Eva Forest and her comrodes and against the
Francoist dictotorship. That is why we are appeal-
ing to you, for it is through our organization, the
Fourth International, that the working class and
the populor masses of Europe ond other ploces will
take up this struggle in the manner most able to
defend their own interests internationally.

We are sure that yvou will be able to rise to the
challenge that Froncoism has issued, osone of the
additional internaticnalist tusks that the Trotskyists
of the world must foke up. That is why we must be-
gin foday o develop propagonde and agitation and
to popularize these slogans:

STAY THE HAND OF MURDEROUS FRANCOIS MI

FREEDOM FOR EVA FOREST AND HER COMRADES!

FREEDOM FOR ALL POLITICAL PRISOMNERS [N
THE SPANISH STATE!

D CWN WITH REPRESSION!
DOWRN WITH THE DICTATORSHIF!
Knowing that we can count on your precious sup—

port, we send you our revalutionory greetings:
FOR THE WORLD SOCIALIST REVOLUTION!

Trotskyist pelitical prisoners of the Francoist prison
of Segovia, members of the LCR/ETA-VI:

Armendariz Tainta, Javier. Arrested April 7, 1969,
Condemned by @ military tribunal to 12 years
in prison.

Arregui Ecnove, Julian, Arrested June 1972, Con-
demned by the War Council to 12 years in prison.

Arrizabalaga Basterrechez, Andoni. Arrested April
1969. Condemned to death by a military tribunal
in Burges (the sentence later commuted to life
imprisonment].

Bilbao Ces, Josu. Arrested January 1949, Cendemned
by o military tribunal to 15 years in prison.,

Bedialouneta Laca, Andoni. Arrested April 1969.
Condemned by the War Council te 25 years in
prison .

Caorrera Aguirrebarrena, Antxon. Arrested March
1969, Condemned by the Burgos trials to 12
years in prison.

Eguireun Totorica, Jose Luis, Arrested March 1971,
Condemned by a military tribunal to 20 years
and by the Public Order Tribunal to & years in
prison .

Garcia Arambarri, Inoki. Arrested April 1969, Con-
demned by a Waor Council to 25 yeors in prison.

Garitosnaindia Gornocho, Cormels. Arrested March
1971, Condemned to terms of 5 years ond 20
years in two tricls before the Public Order Tri-
bunal: still must go before a military tribunal;
risks a 20 year sentence.

Guesologa Larreta, Enrique . Arrested April 19467,
Condemned in the Burges trials to 30 years in
prison.

Ibargutxi San Pedro, Josu. Arrested April 1768.
Condemned by o military tribunal to 46 years
in priscn.

|zaguirre Esnal, Felipe., Arrested April 1969, Con-
demned by a military tribunal to 10 years in
prison.

Jaca Aranalde, Patxi. Arrested April 1968, Con-
demned by o War Council to 20 years and by
the Public Order Tribunal te & years.

Lorono Echevarria, Josu. Arrested May 1756%. Con-
demned by o military tribunal to 143 years in
prison.

Sorasketa lbanez, Inoki. Arrested May 1968, Con-
demned to death by o military tribunal (sentence
commufed to life imprisonment}.

Salaguren Urruchurtu, Lucio. Arrested in 1969,
Condemned by a military fribunal to 20 vears
in prison.

Urquize Amasate, Luis Maria, Arrested in 1969,
Condemned by a military tribunal to 21 vears
in prison.

Viar Echevarria, lanak . Arrested in 1969, Con-
demned by o military fribunal to 20 years in
prison and by the Public Order Tribunal to 5
years; a further trial before the Public Order
Tribunal pending, 3 year sentence possible.

Zubicaray Osa, Juan Maria. Arrested January 1973.
Condemned by the Public Order Tribunal to 3
years in prison.,

Zugadi Ramirez, Pedro Moria. Arrested in 1969,
Condemned by a military fribunal to 16 years
in prison. B
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lan appeal for

SOLIDARITY

We are publishing below a letter appealing to
Trotskyist militants and sympathizers throughout

the world for international solidarity. It was writ-
ten by twenty militants of the Liga Comunista Revo-
lucionario/Euzkadi to Askatasuna-V1 (LCR/ETA-VI
— Revelutionary Communist League Basque Nation
and Freedom-Y1), a sympathizing organization of
the Fourth International in Spain. The twenty com-
rodes are prisoners in Segovia. The senténces that
have been handed down against them total 383
years in prison and two death penalties. Most of
these comrades ware militants of the ETA when they
were arrested ond were won fo the LCR while in
prison, when the LCR fused with the revolutionary
Marxist wing of the ETA to form the LCR/ETA-V].

The process thot opened last year in Portugal and
Greece with the overthrow of the dictatoships in
these two countries has left Froncoism os the only
remaining representative in Europe of the cpen dic-
tatorial forms of rule that the bourgeoisie adoph

to perpetucte jts class rule. But the Francoist dic-
tatorship will not escape this process,

The nearly forty-year=long bloody pericd through
which the working class and the popular masses in
the Spanish stote has suffered is coming fo an end,
The crisis that began with the Burgos frials and haos
emerged ever more clearly in the past few years
has now attoined such depth that an important af-
fart from revolutionaries in Spain and throughout
the world is necessary to overthrow Francoism ond
to make the process opened by that overthrow cul-
minate in the socialist revolution in the Sponish
sfate.

In the course of its long years of rule os the faithful
guordion of the interests of the bourgecisie, the
Francoist dictatorship hos systematically used the
weapon of repression to paralyze the mobilizations
of the masses and above all to terrorize the workers
movement, The struggle against repression thot has
been going on during the past several years has in
ifs turn proved o be the best weapon in the hands
of the working class and the populer layen in the
fight to overturn the repressive pluns of the dictator-
ship and to extend corsciousness of the necessity for
its overthrow .

The main example of this was the Burgos triak, dur-
ing which the dictatorship wos forced to retreat and
renounce its criminal plans in the face of the mass
mabilizations in the Spanish state and infernationally,
But the dictatorship has not given up its criminal
plans — o5 was shown by the murder of Solvodor

Puig Antich in March 1974 — and it will not give
them up, for repression 1s the pillar of every dicta-
torship; and the Francoist dictatorship today is much
more bloady ond vicious than ever, for it is opproach=
ing its end.

The Spanish bourgecisie today, octing through the
intermediary of its faithful guardian, is preparing
new trials of the Burgos type with the clear inten-
tion of duplicating the execution of Salvador Puig
Antich and of doing what it was unable to do in
1970: execute at least three militants who were
imprisoned last summer, occused of responsibiliry
for the execution of Carrero Blgnco, the president
of the government. The dictatorship hos found itself *
ebliged to find scapegeats, and thanks to its sinister
policy, it has been easy to do so. Eva Forest, an
internationalist milifant octive against the war in
Vietnang Antonio Durdn, well-known militant and
leader of the workers movemant in Madrid; Salvador
Garmendia, Bosgue nationalist militant; and pther
commades bave been "elected" for this tricl, during
which several death penalties will probably be re-
guested.

The lives of Eva Forest and her comrades are hang-
ing by o thread’, Francoism wants to use this frial

to "teach o lesson" to all those who are comsciously
struggling against it and to the workers and people's
movement, which for years hos been asserting itself
ever more vigorously. As good Leninists, mvolution—
ary Marxists cannot let the slightest acts of repres—
sion that the bourgecisie tries to carry out go by
without dencuncing and combating them.

The frame-up frials agairst Eva Forest and her com=
rades are the bloodiest and most criminal that the,
bourgeoisie has tried to conduct in the Sponish state
since fhe Burgos trials.

For Spanish Trotskyists, the struggle that we are
waging foday against the dictatership means the
struggle for the defense of these comrades, who

continued on pg. 31.




