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 The Froncoist shate of exception imposed over Euz-
‘kodi (the Basgus country) hos been umable 1o hait
the advance of the moss movement there, In spite
of the hundreds of arrests, the torture, the haross-
ment, the virtual police-militory occupation, ond
the *errorist ottacks of the for-right parallel police
gangs, tens of thousands of workers followed the
coll issued by the workers commissions, far-left
“groups, ond other political orgonizations and went
on strike June 11. At this point, information on
the general strike is still fragmentory, But initial
‘yeports indicate that more thon 50, 000 wers on
strike in the province of Guipdzcou and more than
20,000 in Vizcoya (Biscay). In some industrial
cities, like Eibar In Guipdzeon, the sirike was
almest total, General nssembliss were held in many
foctories,

The strike come six days after the frome-up frial -
against Ignacic Gormendic and four of his com-
rodes, Bogsgue militants the Francoist regime hod
‘bean plenning fo murder. The prosecutor had de-
- manded the death penclity ogainst Garmendio. But
in the context of the rise of the moss movement,
one of whose mojor demands has been that Garmen=
_dia and his comrades be freed, the dictotorship's
| court opparently thought better of it. On June &
- the milliory commander's office in Burgos, where
L the trial wos held, announced that Garmendia hod
| been sentenced to fwenty=three years in prison;
 four others were sentenced fo terms ronging from
L 3ix to twenty~three years. Thoi in itself is an ini~
| Hial victory. The dictatorship wanted Garmendia
 dead; the mass movement stayed the hand of the
| executioner.

 But the stare of exception is still in force. New

- frame=up trials ore planned, notably against Eva
Forest and Antonio Durdn, against whom the dic~
tatorship has ako csked for the death penalty.

- Those trials, together with the state of exception, |
_are o political test of strength between the dicio~
torship ond the mass movement. If the terror now
being Inflicted on Euzkadi continues to fail to-

- crush the moss movement ond 1f the June 11 gen-

ool

ard for the moss movement, the bourgeoi-

the death ago
of fmncozf*m’w

sie moy well set its "succession” operation in mo-
tion, replacing the dictator in on attempt to divert
and channe! the mass movement, But the crisisof
the regime and of Spanish copitalism is so deep
that it can be said with cermainty that any oitempt
to preserve Francoism without Franco or to half the

revolutionary movement in the Sponith state by

- gronting a few concessions is doomed to failure.
The succession operation will anly give the mass
movement yél another impetus, :

In this context, organizing internotienal selidarity
with the revelutionary movement in the Sponish
state is o primary fosk for the intermotional workers
movement, and especially for its vonguard. The
outhreck of the new revalution in the Spanish stare,
particularly in combination with the ripening pre-
revolutionary sifuation in Portugel, will have deep
repercussions throughout capifolist Europe ond even
beyond,

in this issue of IINPRECOR we are publishing three

| texts on the revolutionary movement in the Sponish
store . The first is the oppeol issued by ihe Euzkodi |
Coordinating Committee of Workers Commissions
calling for the June 11 general strike, The second,
o resolution of the United Secretaria of the Fourlh
Internctionol, onalyzes the crisis of Froncoism and
Sponish capitalism ond presents the pragram of the
Fourth International in Spain. The third is @ joint
appeal calling for @ boycott of the foke "frode-
union & lections” organized by the dictatorship, 1t
was issued by the comroades of the Liga Comunista
Rewvolucionaria fuzkadi m Askatosuna-V| [Revoiu-
‘Honary Communist League /Basque Naotion and

. Freedom=V1) and the Liga Comunista [Communist

. League}, sympathizing orgonizations of the Fourth

 Internatione! in the ferritory of the Spanish state.

. Coming lssues of INPRECOR will report further in= |

. formation on the generol strike of June 11 and on
the development of the struggle to bring down the
- Froncoist dictatership, opening salvo of the third

1 | . Sponish revolution of this century.
 eral sirike acts as @ springboard for @ new leap for- - ;
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These are serious doys for the workers and pecple's
nfovement, The fascist talons are sunk deep into our
people. The provinces of Guiplzcoa ond Vizcaya
are living under detested foscist barbarism. No meth=
ods have been spared in sovagely repressing anti-
fascist militants: more than 2, 500 of them have been
taken to palice stations and many are skill baing
held; they have been subjected to oll forms of ha~
rossment, bod treatment, and torture, Some have
hod to be taken to the hospital in serious condition,
far example Father Tasio Erquiza, whese life is in
danger.

The repression extends to all the people. The streets
have been invaded by ormed foscist goors who, pro-
tacted by official police vehicles, are imposing @
retgn of terror, firing machine guns and planting
bambs Tn many ploces, The police and the Civil
Guard ore absolute masters in the two provinces:
They control all the traffic arteries; patrols of spe-
cial brigades march through the streets; entire neigh-
borhoods have been surrounded and searched, house
by house; the cofés are checked systematically;
passersby are brutally searched and asked fo pro-
duce their identity papers in a similar manner; those
who have no papers on them are orrested (and since
the police stations and prisons are overflowing, they
are put Tnsports stadiums, os in Bilbac). The mur-
dars, like those of Marquiegui, the Gernike couple,
and Lufs Arriola in Ondarroa, prove *hot all pos-
sible means are being used to spread terror through-
out the population.

In addition, in Novarro there are more and more
cases of the most combative comrades being fired,
of the imprisonment and torture of workers in the
police stations, and of fines. Lockouts are taking
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an alarming dimensions; they have already cccurred
at Authi, Mes, and many auxiliary companies; they
are threatened ot Matesa, Modrego, Grafinasa,
and Madeco, thus creating onxiaty and uneertainty
in thousands of working~-closs househalds.

Such are the main lines of the kagic situotion that
hos been created in our provinces.,

This reality, with which we live every day, mokes
cleor whot are the aims of the policy of terror.

The fascists hope with this brutal aggression to stomp
out one of the major centers of resistance end, if
possible, to create o testing ground for methods that
can loter be sktended to other provinces ond even
throughout the country,

They think that the example set on December 11,
1974, by the working class and people of Euzkadi
will not spread throughout the warking class and

people of all Spain.

They think they can exterminate all forms of work~
ing=c lass and popular organization — and porties
— ond terrorize the papulotion,

With the state of exception they think they can
quickly clean things up, sow terror, and thus ward
off a united and combative, firm and determined
resporse by all the people to the farce trial and
murder that is being planned for Garmendia, Otoe-
gui, Arruobarrena, Genoveva Forest, and Durdn.

Since they are trying to conceal all this through
all possible means, declaring any sort of informo-
tion "top secret, "since sa many foke democratic



spokesmen ore stonding silent before this bestiality,
and since the combination of political “opening”
ond stepped up repression is clearly being utilized,
it is more thon ever necessary to denounce this sit~
uation, todenounce the swine that ore murdering
our comrodes at the urging of big capital,

In these difficult times, the real defenders of the
interests and demeocratic aspirations of the people
are coming forward for all the people tosee, |t is
for this recson that there must be no delay in our
derunciations in assemblies, our actions in streat
demomtrations, and all cur other forms of protest.
The working < loss and the people of Guipdzcoa
ond Vizcaya, like these of Navarma, Alava, and
the rest of Spain will not permit it.

The hatred that the people feel today for all the
police who have been locsed like maniges with the
sole aim of crushing the popular orgonizotions by
murdering at will must be transformed into o broad
response of all the workers. We must offer thisre-
sponse in ordar to show the regime and its govern=
ment that they cannot ploy with us, that they cen=
not shut our mouths so easily, that the workers and
people of Euzkad] refuse to live even one more day
under the state of exception.

The workers commissions and the other pepulor or-
ganizations of Guipdzeoa, os well os the pelitical
parties, have chesen June 11 oz the day for all the
workers and all the peeple te rise up with a single
Fist agairst the state of exception.

Comrades, the Euzkedi Coordinating Committee of
Workers Commissions issues this call to the whole
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work Ing closs of Euzkodi to forge by cur mobiliza-
tion and action the unily In struggle of oll the peo-
P

FOR THE IMMEDIATE LIFTING OF THE STATE OF
EXCEPTIONI

AGAINST THE ATTEMPT TO MURDER GARMEN-
DIA AND OTAEGU

FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE RIGHT TO WORK!
AGAINST LOCKOUTS !

Let us begin now to hold assemblies in our factaries
to prepare the responses that we must offer in order
to make that day the culmination of this fight.

DOWN WITH THE STATE OF EXCEPTION |

AGAINST THE HIGH COST OF LIVING, WAGE
FREEZES, LAYOCFFS, AND LOCKOLUTS!

DISSOLUTICKN OF THE CIVIL GUARD, THE ARMED
POLICE, THE POCLJTICAL-SOCIAL POLICE BRI-
GADE, AND OTHER FASCIST GANGS!

PUNISH THE ASSASSING AND HANGMEN OF
THE PECPLE!

FREE THE POLITICAL PRISONERS! RETURN OF
THE EXJLES ! AMNESTY!

NO DEATH PENALTY AGAINST GARMEND (A
AND OTAEGUI!

JUNE 11: ALL UNITED AGAINST THE STATE OF
EXCEPTION!
ALL UNITED AGAINST FASCIST TER-
RORISM!
ALL UNITED FOR FREEDOM!



Resolution of the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International

——

The Francoist regime has entered its death ageny.
Its structures are cracking and breaking one ofter
the other under the pressure of an ever more impet-
uous mass mavement. While the owning closses are
becoming increasingly divided and poralyzed in
their attempfs to decide on o response in foce of
the growing discontent and anger of all the toiling
layers, the proletariat is making striking progress
foward the generalization, unification, and polit-
icization of its struggles and toward @n ~ver more
direet confrontation with the dictatorship and its
repressive organs. The days of the Franco dictator-
ship are numbered; the hour of the new Spanish rev=-
olution draws near,

A new and more advanced stage hos been attained
in the rise of the mass movement since November
1974, This rise has been occe lerating since the out-
break of the powerful strikes and demonstrations

6

ogainst the deoth penalty pronounced ogainst the
militants of the ETA by the war council of Burgas.

In a series of impressive general sirikes in solidarity
ﬂ these mF|jTE_r_1'_+"s_! the prolefariaf living under

the Spanish state has become conscious of its strength
ond has expressed a level of closs comsciousness
higher than any seen since its defeat in the civil

War.

General strikes such os those in Pamplona, Tolosa,
Asturia, and Galicia have developed in support of
sectors of the working class hit hard by the repres-
sion of employers and Francoism, by sackings, lay-
offs, ond arrests. But most impressive of all was
incontestably the general strike in the Basque coun-
try on December 11, 1974, in response to the ap-
peal of the workers commissions, during which
25,000 workers mobi lized for a pletform of demands
that included, in addition to immediate demands,



the demand for the release of political prisoners

and the dissolution of the repressive corps. This gen=
eral strike was preceded, on December 2 and 3, by
the strike of 30,000 workers in the Basque province
of Guipizcoo in solidarity with the hunger strike

of political prisoners. These acts of political class
solidarity, unprecedented in the recent history of
workers struggles in Europe, clearly express the
maturity that has been attained by the prerevolu=-
tionary situation in Spain.

In all of these locally or regionally generalized
struggles certain common features emerge. Forms

of workers' self-organization (workers commissions,
general essemblies, elected negotiating committees)
are proliferating, and the highest form, that of
elected strike committess, has begun to spread in

a significant number of struggles (Pamplona, SEAT/
Barcelona, Volladelid). Self-orgonization is giving
an impetus to initiatives toward centralization.
During the Pamplena general sirike astruggle com-
mittee was formed including both the elected com=
mittees of several factories and the weorkers com—
missions of athers, with the presence of representa-
tives of student ond neighborhood orgenizations .

In Bareelona o united coordinating bedy of the
workers commissions is elready functioning; in the
Basque country this objective is on the woy to real-
ization. In Madrid, Galicio, and Asturios signifi=
cant efforts at coordination are under way. In Valla-
dalid a central strike committee in construction

was set up during the April 1975 strike; efforts to
coordinate with the strike of the workers at the
FASA Renault factary were sketched out. The uni-
fication of all the workers Eammissions of the Span=
ish state, going beyend the insufficient framework
of the present national coordination only of the
forces controlled by the CP faction, is becoming
increasingly possible. It is broadly felt as an urgent
necessity by the workers themselves,

The workers struggles are largely going beyond

the stage of a fight solely for immediate demonds.
Alongside entirely justified immediate economic
demands such as equal wage inareases for all, a
minimum salary of 800 pesatas a day (about USS1E),
a halt to loyoffs, and the struggle against the high
cost of living, tronsitional demonds are being roised,
such os the sliding scale of wages, opening of the
bosses' books, and certain demands for workers con-
trol, os well os democratic demands: release of

the political prisoners; the right fo strike; trade-
union freedoms; freedom of association, assembly,
demonstration, and the press; dissolution of the
repressive bodies of the dictatorship. Some of these
democratic demands, above all that of the disselu-
tion of the repressive bodies, acquire an objectively
anticapitalist dynamic in the context of the Franco-
ist dictatorship. And in their entirety, uhited with
the other demands and forms of struggle that have

emerged, they can only contribute to accelerating
the challenging of the bourgeois regime, which
needs the dictatorship te maintain its domination
over the workers.,

In the course of the fight for the entirety of these
demands striking workers learn the necessity of
confronting the Froncoist repressive forces and of
taking the measures of self-defense that are indis-
persable to this aim. The defense of demonstrations
and eontingents; the protection of the commissions
against arrest; the attempts to rescue from their ex-
ecutioners comrades arrested during demonstrotions;
the preparation, tomorrow, for o general assault
on the prisors ot the first sign of the collopse of
the dictatorship — o broad workers vanguard hes
become conscious of all these points ond is begin-
ning to act on the basis of this consciousness.

_-This tumultuous extersion of workers struggles is
stimulating and accentuating the rise of struggles
of @ whole number of populor layers, struggles that
tend to converge with those of the proletariat. Par-

. ticularly noteworthy are the housewives boycott
movement ogainst the rise of prices rhat has just
occurred in several areas of the Spanish state; the
mobilizotions of small shopkeepers and peasants;
the strike of doctors and hospital employees; the
general strike of teachers on Jonuary 20, 1975;
the rise of the women's liberation movement ond
the new rise of the student movement.

In these areas os well, a powerful pressure for unity
is emerging. Spontanecusly, the mass movement is
moking efforts to coordinate and centralize its bat=
tles through united and representative argans, which
at the neighbarhood or local level, in the big in-
dustrial centers and even on the scale of whole ra-
‘gions, assemble all those mass energies released

by the rise of the current movement. The task of
revolutionary Marxists consists of supporting and
strengthening all these efforts so as to stimulate

the maturation of the broadest orgons of mass self-
organization, in order that the unification of all
these struggles moy concentrate their energies on

a central aim: the fall of the dictatorship, the
shaking of the capitalist system, and the beginning
of the Sponish revelution.

THE DECAY OF THE DICTATOR-
SHIP

The Spanish owning classes are confronting the final
phaose of the death ageny of Franceism in a state
of the deepest division and disarray, which goes
hand in hand with o growing paralysis. The Spanish
bourgeoisie is virtually unanimous in its conviction
that the maintenance of the dictatorship in its pres-
ent form does a disservice to its closs interests and
-



no longer hes any effectiveness even from the pure
standpoint of repression. But it is deeply divided
on the methods and objectives of modifying or re-

placing the dictatorship.
N
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tures of the dictatorship dfrer the disoppebrodce’y
the dictator, hos no social%o¥ of any Sol'lﬁity in
any class or layer of Spanish¥ggiety. It could al-
maost be said that the only poiMF agreement among
the Spanish bourgeoisie is that Figacoism in its pres-
ent form is no longer useful,

International capital is in turn exerting™y essure”
in the same direction. The beginning of tiWXortu-
guese revolution accentuates the necessity fd

substitute Spanish bases for Portuguese NATO baste
The international economic recession, which threar
ens to stifle the expoansion of the Spanish economy,
increoses the entire European bourgeoisie's interest
in integrating Spain into the Common Market, even
though in the immediate sense the recession is in-
ereasing the economic obstacles to such an integro-
tion (1974 Spanish balance of payments deficit of
more than $3, 000 million; growing difficulties in

the export of agricultural products; uncompetiti ve- s

ness of industrial products, etc.). But these polit-J§
ical operations are difficult to camry to fulfillm
as long os the Spanish government that would
part in them retains the stigmo of a dictatorsig
that is universally hated for its acts of bloody re-
pression and its denial of even the most elementary
democratic rights to the toiling masses.

Likewise, the experience of the Portuguese revolu-
tion teaches the Spanish bourgeocisie that to main-
tain a dictatorship beyond a certain point con only
entail negative results for capital without offering
any apprecioble advantages. The Francoist dictator-
ship is no longer capable of atomizing the working
¢ lass ond the workers movement, The workers are
organizing themselves into vorious groupings and
institutions that tomorrow will come to the surface
as powerful mass movements, and even as unifying
bodies of the soviet type. But the survival ot the
senile dictatorship prevents the bourgeoisie from
organizing in o similar woy, retards the reconstitu-
tion of its political parties, ond cuts it off from
any possibi lity of acquiring e mass base, however
urstable, os is the case in Portugal today.

But while the bourgeoisie is almost unonimous in
8

its desire to put an end to Francoism in its present
form, it remains deeply divided over the question
of what kind of political regime to substitute for
the Froncaist regime.

The bourgeoisie is perfectly comcious of the explo-
sive nature of the contradictions tearing the capi-
ist society of the Spanish state. The bourgeoisie
"ifows that in spite of the progress of industrializa=-
on, social contradictiors and regional differences
e more pronounced than in any other imperialist
Biiry. According to official statistics, 1.22%
ofSbanish households account for a greater share
of M national income than 52.6% of househalds.
Persgglito income among the five poorest provinces
Dre PR Imerfa, Granada, Céceres, ond Mdlaga)
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that is p .{/ Portugal to develop.
This is whismg L teor of the proletariat and its
revolutionary potential, the Spanish bourgeoisie is
not prepared to commit itself to the road of "revolu-

tion from above" as the CP and its allies are beg-
ging it to do. All the guarantees that the reformists

and the neoreformists are prepored to offer are in-



M

sufficient to alter this distrust, which is born of @
sure class instinct, No "liberal" wing, however
insubstantial, hos come out of the Spanish bourgeoi-
sie to collaborate with the CP and the 5P before

the fall of the dictatorship any more than it did in
1934, Like the popular front of that time, the Junta
Demaocratica of teday is reduced to seeking out the
good graces of the shadow of the bourgeoisie, and
not of any real port of it.

Under these conditiors, the various "liberalization"
projects worked out within or on the fringes of the
dictatorship are simply farces. While preserving

the essential characteristics of the dictatorship,

they in no way halt its decomposition. By manifest-
ing the bourgeoisie's incapacity for self-reform,

they spur on the rise of the revolutionary mass move~
ment .

In face of the extreme grovity of the present situa-
tion, the bourgeoisie has ploced its hopes on @ po-
litical solution whose function is to ward off the
final ossault of the moss movement by means of o
"reform” of the dictatorship based on the occession
of Juan Carlos to the post of chief of state, perhaps
even before the death of the dictator. This political
operation is condemned to failure from the ouket.
In fact, the minimal concessions to the mass move-
ment that are an integral part of this project, far
from slowing down the struggles, will give them

an additional impetus that will definitively destroy
any form of continuity of the regime.

In this serse, it is especially significant that dur-
ing the prologue to this operation, which is what
we are now wilnessing, repression is being intensi=
fied, bath by the police (the state of emergency

in Guipdzcon and Vizeoya)and by the employers,
who are systematically refusing to negoticte with
the workers commissions and the bodies of self-rep-
resentation of the masses and are attempting to im-
pose the Francoist "vertical unions” as the only
"valid interlocutors” during struggles. It is equally
significant that this intensified repression is proving
absolutely incapable of preventing the upsurge of
strikes and their generalization and is even encour-
aging their radicalization and politicizetion.

The Spanish bourgeoisie thus finds itself in a state
of growing political paralysis of which the best
symbolic expression is the Arias government, the
weakest cabinet the dictatorship has hod since its
establishment. Locking any outhority, deeply di-
vided, subject fo successive "ministerial" crises,
it clearly has all the characteristics of a "fin de
régne” if not a "fin de régime." In the recent pe-
riod top circles in the ministries, the church, and
the professional organizations — the traditicnal
bases of support for the dictatorship — have all in
their turn been affected by the tide of agitation

and demands, and this is sharpening the aspects
of the decay of the dictatorship.

Under these conditions the army olone is the sole
and lost real base of the dictatorship. But at the
same time it is the only solid irstrument for the
defense and maintenence of the copitalist system
in Spain. Out of this fact flows yet another pro-
found controdiction that is racking the Francoist
dictatorship.

The deep political divisions running through the
Spanish bourgeoisie today and the profound closs
polarization that charccterizes Spanish saciety
cannot but have equally deep effects within the
Spanish army itself. A clear differentiation is emerg-
ing between one wing that is linked to the for right
and prepored to assume the political and repressive
resporsibilities necessary to maintain the dictator=
ship ond a "professional” (technocratic) wing
linked to the projects of "reforming Froncoism, "
which does not desire to dirty its hands with lowly
police business and is inclined to support both a
change in the regime and, in general, the orienta-
tion that big capital would adopt in each case.

This division penetrates the rank and file soldiers,
intermingling with all the antidictatorial and anti-
capitalist sentiments that are spreading among the
popular layers of the Spanish state.

Because of this, using the army in @ "preventive
coup” would threaten to blow up its unity. But this
unity is the last trump card of @ bourgeocisie that
hes its back to the wall politically. It is therefore
less and less likely thot there will be such @ coup
in an effort to halt the decomposition of the dicta-
torship. Rather, the continuation of this decomposi=
tion until @ new outbreck of the political, social,
and economic crisis occasions its collapse appears
to be the most likely voriant.

REFORMIST OR REVOLUTIONARY
STRATEGY

For twenty years now the Spanish CP and its verious
allies have obstinately pursued the strategy of
putting pressure on the bourgeoisie (the "peaceful
general strike") and of offering big copital ever
more sweeping guarantees of class collaboration
and respect for bourgeois order in an effort te win
the replacement of the dictatorship by a bour-
geols-democratic regime. The formation of the
Junta Democratica is only the latest variant of a
single and unchanging strategy: convincing the
Spanish bourgeoisie that it can change its political
system without its closs power being seriously
threatened .
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Since its inception, this strategy has lacked realism
and credibility in the sense that in itself it has
drawn no significant section of the bourgeoisie to-
ward any serious action against the dictatorship.

It fails to take occount of the acute ond explosive
noture of the social contradictions in the country,
the degree of combativity and closs consciousness
attained by the proletariat, of the foct that the
bourgeoisie is very ocutely aware of this besic fea-
ture of the situation. Although 20 years of inces-
sant maneuvers by the CP and the reformists aimed
at "convineing” the bourgeocisie to reploce the dic-
tatorship with o bourgeois-democrotic parliamentary
system have achieved only the most meager success,
the CP's significant weight within the moss move-
ment has undoubtedly enabled it to make the Junta
Democratica appear in the eyes of significant sec-
tors of the workers ond the petty bourgecisie os an
alternative political solution to the crisis of the
dictatorship. The balance-sheet on this policy is
thus that it slows down, fragments, and disorients
the workers struggles, leading them into an imposee .
In this regard, the balance—sheet is most nefarious,
as is testified to by the CP's refusal to add its call
to that of the for left and the ETA-V for the gen-
eral strike of December 11, 1974, in the Bosque
country, by its efforts to reduce the function of

the workers commissions to simply lending support
to the "legal" administration of the foscist trade-
union, and by its bureaucratic maneuvers aimed at
isolating those sectors of these commissions that op-
pose this orientation.

The platform presented by the Junta Democratica
is a recent demonsiration of the degree to which
the reformists and neoreformists are willing to make
political concessions to the bourgeoisie in order fo
persuade them to have done with the dictatarship.
This platform does not include demands for the dis=
solution of the Froncoist repressive bodies, for the
purge of the army, for the punishment of Francoist
criminals and torturers, for the right of self-deter-
mination for the oppressed minorities of the Sponish
state, even though these demonds have been ad-
vanced spontanecusly by the masses in dozens upon
dozens of struggles during the past months.,

The leadership of the CP ond its allies wont to as-
sure the Spanish bourgeoisie that the regime can
be changed under conditions that would leave in-
tact not only its economic power ond its private
property, but even ifs state and ifs instruments of

représsion ogainst the workers; this is the real con=

tent of their treacherous policy.

While the effects of this policy on the bourgeoisie
remain weok todoy, this will not be the case imme-
diately after the overthrow of the dictatorship.

At that point, an alliance with the Secial Demo-
cratic reformists, neo-Social Democrats, or Stalin=
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ists could appear to significant sectors of the bour-
geoisie as a last resort in halting the revolutionary
upsurge with @ polliative that does not immediately
threaten their closs rule, But the ability of the re-
foarmists and Stalinists to camry out this counterrev=
olutionary work does not depend solely on their in-
tentions and political orientation, but also and
above all on the scope of the sociol crisis and the
maoss movement, as well as on the level of the closs
comsciousness of the masses, the degree of self-or-
ganization and centralization they hove attoined,
the relationship of forces between reformists and
revolutionaries within the workers movement, and
the progress made on the rood fo the construction
of the revolutionary party.

For years revelutionary Morxists have counterposed
o consistent ¢ loss strategy to the strategy of class
colloboration put forward by the CP ond its reform-
ist and neoreformist allies. They consider that any
idea of “peacefully” changing the dictatorship from
above os o result of a section of the owning closses
developing on awareness of the "advantages" of
bourgeois democracy is unrealistic, diverts the masses
from their class rood, and tends to hold back and
fragment the masses. Only the development of o
revolutionary general strike can overthrow the dic-
tatorship. Once this is done, the process that will
open in Spain will be ane of proletarian revolution
and not that of an experiment in the peaceful trans-
fer of power from one team of bourgeois politicians
to another,

The systematic propagenda of the Trotskyists for a
revolutionary general strike objectively corresponds
to the aspirations and natural tendencies of the
broadest vanguord of workers and youth in the Span=
ish state., It is beginning to be transfermed into
reality by layers of the working class that are not
port of the revalutionary organizations, so much

has it represented the logical outcome of all the
class struggles now underway. The impetuous rise

of the mass movement hos placed it on the agenda
in a growing number of workers centers and indus-
trial regions. The prospect of seeing it realized on
a nationol scale has henceforth become an eventu-
ality that the bourgeoisie itself must take account of.

But precise ly because the strategy of the revolu-
tionaries is beginning to become a reality, it is
importont to detail its content and specific features.
What revolutionary Marxists rule out in Spain is o
“peaceful" change of regime, the abolition of the
dictatorship through the decision of a "liberal"
wing of the Sponish bourgeoisie. This eventuality
is already so much excluded in real life that any
new stage in the decomposition of the dictatorship
can only accentuate even further the impetuous
rise of the mass movement.
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However, what connot be affirmed is that the dic-
tatorship could fall only under the blows of an in-
surrectional general strike throughout the whole of
Spain. The events of the past months have shown
that revalutionary general strikes on a local and
regional scole, by proliferating and spreading, are
accentuating the decompasition of the dictatorship
to the point where @ new outbreak of the crisis
could precipitate the fall of the dictatoship even
before the attack on it hos reached the stage of o
revo lutionary sfrike occurring simultoneously in all
the industriol pockets,

The essential difference between the strategy of

the revolutionories and that of the reformists does
not lie in the fact that for the revolutionories o
generalized and victorious confrontation with the
repressive forces throughout the territory of the
Sponish state is supposed to be an absolute prerequi=
site for the fall of the dictatorship, It lies in the
fact that for revolutionories there is no continuous
solution to the development, broodening, ond gen-
eralization of the struggles of the masses for their
economic and democratic demands, the preparation
for @ general assault for the overthrow of the dic-
tatorship through the mobilization of the mosses,
and the broadening of the mobilization towerd anti=
copitalist objectives that place the creation of or-
gons of dual power on the ogenda both in the fac-
tories and on a territorial scale, The aim of revelu=-
tionaries is to make the present upsurge of struggles
result in a revolutionary situation that will make
the fall of the dictatership coincide with the begin-
ning of on aftack on the capifalist system and the
bourgeois state, The strategy of the revalutionary
generaol strike has this precise function; it is not
intended to enumerate a list of conditions without
which the fall of the dictatorship would be impos=
sible to realize,

ACTION PROGRAM OF THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL IN
SPAIN

in accordance with this sirotegy, the oction pro-
gram of the Fourth International in Spain combines
the economic, democratic, and transitional demands
that have already been roised in the most advanced
battles of the mass movement with all those demands
that have as yet been odopted only by o sector of
the broad vanguard but that must be introduced into
the consciousness of the workers and toiling masses
of the Spanish state so that the masses may find the
revolutionary responses adequate to the central
problems of the struggle against the Franceist dic-
tatorship and capitalism.

The function of our action program is to take root
and flourish in the struggles that are extending

throughout the Spanish state. Beginning from the
unevenness of development and the differences in
leve| of ergonization and pelitical consciousness
that still mark these struggles, the action program
must assure that all efforts converge toward the

road of victory: the unity ond closs independence
of the mass movement and their organic articulation
in the development, coordination, and centraliza-
tion of orgons of workers power.

Here are the slogans with which the Trotskyists ap-
proach the emergence of the third Spanish revalu~
tion:

1. Against capitalist exploitation, for
the demands of the workers.

One of the basic gairs of the struggle of these past
years has been the generalizotion of egalitarion
economic slogans expressing demands that all the
workers are seeking to win from the employers to-
day. Given the full-blown economic crisis, ond
the fact that "social paets" for the "democratic!
future are beginning to be sketched out in face of
the ruin of Francoism, the current applicability of
these demands is mare clear than ever:

*Equal pay for equal work regardless of age,
sex, or nationality,

*Equal pay for agricultural end industrial workers.

* Minimum wage of 800 pesetas o day {about
ussié).

*Immediate and equal wage increoses for all of
7,000 pesetas a month added to bose wages.

*Forty=hour workweek in all sectors with no re-
duction in pay ond no increase in the work pace.

“Mo deductions from or toxes on wages,

*Compensation for illness, accident, ond unem-
ployment, and pemsions equal to full wages.

MNevertheless, no wage increcse is copoble of com-
pensating in @ lasting menner for the dizzying price
increases. |n 1975, for the third consecutive year,
the real cost of living index will increase by 25-
30%. Furthermore, thousands of workers are threat-
ened by unemployment. The real number of unem~-
ployed is opproaching half a millien, and the situa-
tion will get worse in the immediate future with

the return of 200, 000 immigrant workers. The slo-
gans of the sliding scale are already being raised

in many struggles. Their extension is an urgent task:

*5liding scole of wages: outomatic monthly ad-
justments in woges and social benefits to com-
persate for all price increases according fo an
index drawn up by the workers organizations.

*Sliding scale of hours: division of werking hours
1"
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omong all available workers at the factory, in-
dustrial branch, and regional levels with no re-
duction in wages, under the control of delegates
elected by the worker.

The capitalists are responding to the economic eri-
sis with their "classical" weopons: foke bankrupt-
cies, foctory closings, massive layoffs, sharp in-
creases in the pace of production. As for the work-
ers movement, it alsc commands a clossical weapon
against capitalist pilloge and deceit: workers con-
trol, the first experiments in which began to be
made during the struggles at SEAT, Bianchi, efe.:

*Workers control of production: abolition of se-
cret commerce; open the companies' occount
books .

*Workers control over forms of payment and the
work pace.

*Workers veto over all layoffs and factory shut=
downs.

In relotion to oll these demands, os a point of de-
parture from which to realize them ond as o weapon
against demagogy about the "insuperable” economic
difficulties of the employers, the workers should
advance the following demands:

*Nationalization without compensation of the
private banks ond financial corporations (with
the exception of the depecsits of small savers).

*Nationalization without compensation of all
closed-down companies; restarting of productian
under workers control.

*E limination of all Francoist lobor legisiation —
weapons for the superexploitation of the wark-
ers — ond suppression of the fascist trade=union,
the CNS, fundomental instrument of repression
and contral of the working closs,

*One class union independent of the capitalists
and their state, bosed on workers democracy,
with the democratic election of delegates and
leaders at all levels and with guarantess of the
right of tendencies.

2. For the demands of all the exploited.
For a radical agrarian reform.

The working class in Spain is not alone in its strug-

gle. Students, professors, imstructors, housewives,
and small shopkeepers ore akso struggling for their
own demands and in solidarity with the workers.
The proliferation of local general strikes testifies
to this. They presage the revelutionary allionce of
the working class with the whole of the laboring
people on o class line against any pact with the
bourgeoisie. To advonce along this line, the work-
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ing class must adopt the basic demands that all these
sectors advence in their struggle:

*Against capitalist profitizotion of education.
For free, seculor, bilingual, rounded, compul-
sory education up fo age eighteen,

*|mmediate expropriation of all private educa-
tion centers.

*Acainst class medicine. For social security fi-
nonced by the state and the companies, under
workers confral; the whole population must be
guaranteed quality medical core and medicine com-
pletely free of charge. Mationalization without
compensation of all pharmaceutical trusts. Im-
mediate expropriation of all pawnshops, insur-
ance companies, and private clinics.

*No rent higher than 10 percent of base wages.
Immediate occupation of vacant housing by
families without housing.

*Price-watch committees formed by delegates
of workers, peasants, housewives, and small
shopkeepers copable of combatting speculation,
hoarding, gambling, and froud in products of
primary necessity.

*Long-term, interest~free credit for small shop-
keepers.

But the fundamental olly of the Spanish working
class is in the countryside. Twenty-five percent of
the active population are peasonts. They suffer with
growing intensity from the effects of the ruin of the
structures of agricultural property, preduction, and
distribution in Spain. In addifion to the agricultural
proletariat, which already has a great tradition of
struggle, especiclly in southwest Andalusia, the
peasants themselves have entered into struggle
throughout the Spanish state. A rodical agrorion
reform is thus on the ogenda:

*Expropriation without compensation of the lorge
londed estates ond the big copitalists of agricul-
ture . Abolition of any form of separation be-
tween property and cultivation. Lond to those
who till itl

*MNaticnalization of the marketing network for
agricultural products and its administration by
elected delegates of ogricultural workers, mem=
bers of ogricultural cooperatives, ond small peas-
ants.

3. For the destruction of Francoism.
For democratic rights. For the right
of self-determination of oppressed

nationalifies. Against any oppression
and repression.




The overthrow of the dictatorship must be pressed
toits ultimate conclusion. Mothing must survive

of Francoism, not even o shodow. A single virus
could infect the country once ogain. The mass move=
ment understands very wall this fundamental condi-
tion for its victory. The slogons of the destruction

of Francoism must be engraved in letters of fire in
the consciousness of the mosses:

*Dissolution of all the special repressive bodies
and all the Francoist courts.

*Accounts must be settled For all the crimes of
the dictatorship. Vigilance ond purge commit=
tees in every factory, neighborhood, and ity
in the country. People's tribunals will judge the
torturers and murderers and oll fascist vultures,

The basic slogans of revelutionary antimilltarism
will toke on a burning opplicobility during the
coming Spanish revolution. An army infected with
fascists, Pinochet candidates, and militory chief-
toins of the civil war will hove to be purged. The
copacity to offer the necessary response o any
putschist undertaking will have to be orgonized
both inside and outside the barracks:

*Purge the omy of reactionory chiefs and offi-
cers, Dissalution of the mercanary and colonial
corps.

*Democratic rights for soldiers. Creation and ex=
tersion to all borracks of commitiees of soldien
and sailors, coordinoted among themse lves and
with the workers organizations as well,

*Parmanent self-defense detachments of the work-
ers commissions and similor bodies capable of
arganizing the response to any form of repres-
sion against the mass movement and its vanguord,
detachments that will be the embryos of the fu-
ture warkers militias,

After forty yean of dictatorship, on immense aspira-
tion for the integral exercise of all rights ond dem~
ocratic freedoms is being manifested in all the
strugales of the masses. This is true to such an ex-
tent that there have already emerged projects of
"short=cut democracy, " such os that of the Junta
Democratica, which seek to reduce these ospiro-
tions to the meager limits that would allegedly be
tolerated by the Sponish bourgeoisie., The reformists
seek in this way to once again ploce the hangmon's
knot of "democrocy” around the neck of the Span=-
ish working closs. The Trotskyists will struggle en-
ergetically and with determined spirit for all dem-
ocratic demands and against any form of repression
and oppression, seeking to make sure that all limits
imposed on the democratic rights of the masses are
overstepped by the struggle of the masses themse lves:

*Unlimited right to strike with no regulotion
whatever.

*Freedom fo hold meeting, freedom of omocio-
tion and the press, freedom to demonstrate.,

*Relense of all politicel prisoners. Return of all
exiles.

*Elections to constituent owsemblies, with the
right to vote at age sixteen for all men and
women residing on the territory of the Sponish
state, Right to vote in these elections for all
Spanish emigrant warkers and the members of
their families.

*Abolition of any form of censorship. Freedom
of orfistic creation,

*Full and complete sexual freedom. Right to sex
information, Free distribution of means of con-
tracepfion on demand, Free abortion on demand.

*Abolition of all discrimination against women
economically, juridically, and socially.

*Complete separation of church and state.

*|mmediate ond unconditicnal return to Mereceo
of the Sponish colonial territories in North Africo.

*Immediate withdrawal of all Spanish troops from
the Schara. Unconditional independence for the
Sahara, so thot the people of the Sahara may
freely decide their fate.

But there is one fundamental democratic right in
Spain that is often forgotten or eliminated in the
programs opposing Francoism: the right of self-de-
termination for all nationalities oppressed by the
Spanish stote, A revolutionary program for Spain
must accord a place of honor to this right, the
place that it already occupies in the consciousness
of the masses of these nationalities:

*Immediate election by universal suffrage exer-
cised by all the inhabitants of the territory of
each oppressed nationality of a national assem-
bly of that nationality for the free exercise of
the right of self-determination.

4. For the breakup of all pacts with
imperialism. For the Socialist United
States of Europe.

Spanish capitalism is fully integroted into the im-

perialist system. The opposition that certain Eura-

pean gevernments are expressing to the Francoist
dictatorship's membership in NATO or the Com-
mon Market is only the reflection of these govern~
ments' deep fear of o reoction by the workers of
their own couniries against open collaboration with

Francoism. But this involves no obstacle at all to

ather forms of military "mutual aid, " especially

with the United States and Portugal, or secret po-
lice pocts, especially with France. For the Spanish
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bourgeoisie, respect for and broadening of these
allionces is the best guarantee of its class rule,
whatever the circumstances, For the Communist
party, acting through the Junta Demeoecratica, un-
conditional respect for the totality of these accords
represents one of the key points of the "democratic
alternative” te Francoism. For revelutionaries, the
overthrow of the dictatorship is intimately linked
to the breakup of all pacts with imperialism:

*Breakup of all pacts and all military olliances
with imperialism. Breakup of the Hizpano-Amer-
ican pact and of the Iberion Pact. Yankee mili-
tary bases out of Spain

*Breckup of oll secret pacts of repressive and
police collaborotion with impericlist govern-
ments; immadiote publication of the contents of
these pacts,

*Withdrawal of all British troops and militery
bases from Gibraltar, Immediote return of Gib-
raltar to the Spanish state,

Spain's relations with the European Economic Com-
munity must be approached from a consistent inter-
notionalist standpoint opposed to any "tactical sup-
port" to the incorporation of @ non-Francoist Spain
into the EEC, support justified by the alleged "aid"
that sueh incerperation would bring to the "democ-
ratization" of the country, which is linked to the
promise of on alleged future "democratization” of
the EEC itseif, The struggle of the Spanish workers
has received and will receive genuine oid and sol-
idarity only from their closs brothers. To the EEC
and to any form of international political allionce
with the bourgeoisie, the Spanish workers must
counterpose the slogan of the Socielist United States
of Europe.

Francoist Spain is a golden refuge for foscists the
world over and is one of the centers of international
foscist terrorism. The overthrow of the dictatorship
must alse mean that all this rabble, whose intimate
financial, military, and political links with the
dictatorship are well known, is brought before the
revolutionary justice of the Spanish people. Spain
must irstead be transformed into o land of asylum
for revolutionary fighters of the whale world, into
o center of international solidarity with the strug-
gles of all the workers of the world. Solidarity must
be organized especially with the Portuguese work=
ers, on the road to o Federation of Socialist lberian
Republics against any project for turning Spain into
o counterrevalutionary bose against the Portuguese
people.
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5. For the unity of the proletarian front
For a workers government

The basic strength of the present moss movement in
Spain ond the most solid basis for its future victory
against the dictatorship and capitalism is its capac-
ity for self-organization. The country has already
witnessed thousands of distinct experiences on this
Field among the mosses and the broad vanguard.
For the moment, the sharpest evidence of the rise
of self-organization of the mass movement is pro-
vided by the generalization of assemblies in the
foctorles ond by the expansion of their decision-
making power, To struggle for the consolidation
and extension of this process is an essenticl task

of the Spanish revolution:

*For the generalizotion of workers assemblies in
the factories as decision-moking centers. For
the election by these assemblies of commiftess
recallable by the assemblies. For the coordina=

*F¥ion and centralization of strike committees.

*For the strengthening, construction, ond exten=-
sion of the workers commissions and similar bod-
ies. For their coordination and centralization
at all levels and eamong all sectors in struggle.

The political basis of the self-organization of the
mass movement lies in its closs independence from
the bourgecisie. An implocoble struggle must be
woged against the inclusion of the bourgeoisie or
any of its political spokesmen in the organs of the
mass movement and its vanguard. The representa-
tives of the bourgenisie must be expelled wherever
they have been incorporated into such organs with
the complicity of the reformists and other partisans
of closs collaboration.

*For the breakup of all pocts between workers
political arganizatiors and the bourgeoisie !

* The workers organizations must leave the Junta
Democratica and any other allionce with the
bourgeoisie!

*For the workers united front agoinst the dicto-
torship and copitalism!

The sharper the ruin of Francoism becomes and the
more its overthrow by the mass movement approaches,
the more the reformists agitate for the slogan "gov=-
ernment of brood coalition,” an instrument thot
would enable the bourgeoisie to tear victary From
the hands of the Spanish workers and would assure
the bourgeoisie the best possible conditions for re-
comstructing its state. The real authors of the fall
of the Francoist regime — the working class and
the toiling mosses of the Spanish state — con ex-
pect nothing from such @ government, except the
denial of their essential demands once again. Ne
congquest of struggle will be able to be lastingly
guaranieed without the emergence of o workers
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government based on the organs of mass self-orga-
nization that arise from the struggle for the over=
throw and destruction of the dictatorship and respon-

of the revolutionary program that corresponds to the
interests and demonds of the mosses, thus opening
the road fo the dictatorship of the proletariat: the

sible only to these c_rEm._C-}nfy such a workers
government will be able to move to the realization

coordination, centralization, ond exercise of all
power by workers councils.

THE NEED TO PREPARE FOR
URGENT TASKS OF INTERNATIONAL
SOLIDARITY

The fall of the Francoist dictatorship and the begin=-
ning of the third Spanish revolution of this century
could change the objective situation in West Europe
from top to bottom. Interacting with the revelution-
ary process developing in Portugal, it would power-
fully stimulate an important new rise of workers
struggles in Fronce, Maly, and elsewhere, Ina
context of generalized economic recession and of
prolonged social and political crisis, these strug-
gles could in turn otrain an objectively anticapi-
talist dynamic even sharper than in 1968 or 1969,

But it would be irresponsible to sow illusions about
a possible possivity of imperialism and the interna-
tional bourgeoisie in foce of a erisis of its system
that threatens to be one of the deepest and broad-
est since 1917=19. If threats against the Portuguese
proletariot are proliferating, even though in this
country the bourgeoisie still commands so important
an ultimate trump cord os the MFA and even though
the degree of politicizotion of the workers is lower
than it is in Spain (even if it is now odvoncing rop=
idly), one con easily imagine the ferocious assaulr
that would be directed agoinst the beginning of
proletarion revolution in Spain, which has one of
the most combative and politicized proletariats in
the entire world, and whare it is highly possible
that orgars of dual power will cover the country
from the very moment of the fall of the dictatorship.

It is thus imperative for revolutionaries to imme=
diately begin preporing themselves and the brood-
est vanguards of workers and youth to take up the
many tasks of international solidarity with the rev-
clution and the proletariat of the Spanish stote,
tasks that could be posed more rapidly than might
presently be thought. Today, more thon after July
1934, octive solidarity with the rising Spanish rev-
olution must become the cause of all the weorkers

in Europe and throughout the world, And, drawing
the lessons of the experience of the Sponish civil
war, this solidarity movement, while spurning ne
potential support, and while espousing the most
Flexible forms of the non-exclusive united front,
must express (tself on the basis of brood class inde-
pendence so that it connot be used as an instrument
of broking ond blackmail that would divert the
Spanish revalution from the paths that it will trace
out ilelf, which can hoppen against the intentions
and will of the international proletariat itself.

The best way to prepare to carry out the broader
tasks of solidarity that will be posed tomorrow is

to begin now to develop & vast international com-
paign of solidarity with the exemplary fight of the
political prisoners in Spain for their immediate ond
unconditional relecse. The political prisoners who
are rotting in Franco's joils have organized a bat-
tle whose dynamism, tenocity, urshakeoble faith
in the victory of the proletariat, and daily heroism
are unprecedented in the history of the European
workers movement, rich as this movement is in ex-
amples of indomitable fighters. The respect and
admiration that this struggle Tmposes on everyone
must be expressed in mobilizations throughout Eu-
rope, which will prepare for even more vast mabi-
lizations when the death knell of the dictatoship
sounds. The Fourth Internotional colls upen its sec-
tions, sympathizers, ond friends, the broodest pos-
sible workers and mass vanguard of Europe ond the
world, to throw themselves into these mobilizations.

May 31, 1975
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BOYCOTT THE ELECTIONS

The dictatorship is calling for "trade-union" elec-
tions. |t needs them very badly. In order to impose
them and make sure they toke ploce it has not hesi-
tated to repress every appearance of struggle or to
arrest dozens of militants. The fundamental objec~
tive of the state of exception in Euzkadi (Basque
country) is the attempt to “normalize” the struggles.

But in spite of everything, the dictatorship does
not feel sure of irself, |t fears thal the combativity
the masses have been exhibiting will result in the
CIMS (the fascist "trade union") being totally by-
passed, The dictetorship of capital is afraid of los-
ing this instrument, which is so vital in liquidating
workers struggles and blecking all demands.

For the workers and all toilers committed to and
organized in struggle, fighting the CNS and orga-
nizing o boycott of this electort| farce means:

*In the immediote sense, extending ond deepening
the counteroffensive of the masses, which is asseri=
ing ielf ever more clearly. Such an initiative
would give o strong impetus to winning many de=
mands and would prevent the government from shift-
ing the burden of the capitalist-generoted crisis
onto the backs of the warkers.

*At the'same time, o mortal blow would be dealt
the CNS, o basic pillar of the dictatorship. Thus,
one of the greatest obstacles blocking the way to-
ward the revalutionary general strike and the over-
throw of the dictatorship would be eliminated,

* This would prepare conditions such that ofter the
overthrow of the dictatorship and in @ context of

political and trode-union freedoms, we could set

up a powerful workers trade union.

All this iz possible; the lotest struggles at Moter
Iberica, in construction, and among the teachers
and the resistance of Tubouta, Miniwatt, etc, ore
expressions of this possibility,

All the experiments in independent action and in
forms of democratic self-organization thal are now
emerging and all imtiatives in the direction of boy-
cott must be supported and defended in solidarity
with the workers struggles.

In this way it will become possible to orgonize the
general day of struggle that the mass movement it-

self hos placed on the ogenda and that all of us
tried to orgonize during the struggles of January
and February. It will be possible to centralize the
waorkers and people's response to the maneuvers of
the dictatorship and to the repression and all the
attacks that go along with it. That is the real mean-
ing of a massive boycatt of the elections! Such a
boycott would represent an important step toward
the geneml strike,

We call:

*For the organization in the factories and work
ploces of mussive ussemblies in which the objec-
tives and methods of the strugale aore decided; for
the election, as the sole representative of the work-
ers, of recalloble committees to direct and coor=
dinate the sfruggle in occordance with the decisions
of the assembly; for the organization of coordina-
tion among these committees, the workers commis=
sions, ond the united bodies representing other
layers wherever such committees do not exist.

In these assemblies o balance-sheet should be drawn
of the role played by enloces y jurados (the CINS
delegates) during recent struggles. The conclusion
can only be unanimows throughout the whole work=
ers movement: The assemblies will decide an the
immediate resignation of all honest delegates. Let
honest militants organize the struagle in the frame-
work of the assemblies ond let them withdraw their
candidacies from the CNS elections| The assemblies
will decide on a massive boycott of these elections!
Only in this way will it be possible to establish a
relationship of forces capable of impeeing direct
negotiations with the leaders of the employers
through commissions that have mondated instruc=
tlors and simply transmit the decisions of the whole
assembly, the only center of decision-maoking.

*|n the educational centers, assemblies must abo
be organized and forms of direct oction must be
planned, with the resignation of delegates from of-
ficial bodies. Recalloble committess must be set
up, following the example set by the institutions
of secondary education (Mila, Infanta, Emperador,
Corlos, etc.) ond by some university departments,
such os journalism. Coordination must be deve loped
between these committees and the unitary bodies,
and they must begin to coordinate with the bedies
set up by the working class and with the warkers
commissions. Together with the working ¢ lass and
the toilers, o mobilization must be prepared capa-
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ble of extending the boycott of the trade-union
elections.

We call for all those who are mobilized to unify
their efforts so as to press forword this dynamic of
struggle, beginning from the workers commissions
and the united structures in the schools, the depart-
ments of the universities, the institutes, and the
neighborhoods. We call for them to unify their ef-
forts to convoke broad assamblies of all these in
struggle in each branch, in each sactor, especially,
because of ik importance, in the metal industry.
We call on all political forces, all the workers
commissions, and in particular the workers commis=
sions of SEAT, Hispano Olivetti, Siemens, Pirelli,
Clima Roca, and Unidad Hermetica and the workers
commissions in the branches where combativity hos
been most strongly asserted (the construction indus-
try, for example) to throw themse lves into this ef-
fort.

The fundamental role of preparing and pressing for-
ward the struggle for the revolutionary general strike
capable of averthrowing the dictatorship devolves
todoy on the workers commissions.,

In this-context, on the ruins of the CNS, the waork=-
ers commissions must take the initiotive in convok=
ing trade-union congresses at all levels, all the
woy through to o General Constituent Congress, to
lay the basis for the kind of frade union that the
workers want: A single union independent of the
employers, the church, and the state and entirely
based on workers democracy.

Let us unify the objectives of struggle against all
the attacks of the employers and their government:

*Against lockouts and wage cuts: Sliding scale of
wages and hours! No wopes under 750 pesetas o
day! (About USS15.) Forty~hour workweek !

*Against bad living conditions: Cut prices, raise
wages| Reduced prices for produchs of primary ne-
cessity! Down with all forms of selection! For per-
manent, public, secular education entirely free of
charge and paid for by the state, compubsory up to
eighteen years of age! Down with the general edu-
cation low! For sociol security entirely finonced
by the state covering the whole population and ad-
ministered by the workers!

*Against all repression and oppression: Rehiring

of all people laid off| Free the political prisoners!
Liquidate the state of exception! Reopen Vallodolid!
Immediate freedom for Eva Forest and her comrodes!
Cancel the trials now going on! Dissolve the insti-
tutions of Francoist repression! For the free negotie-
tien of callective labor contracts with no state in-
tervention! For the right tostrike; to hold meet-
ings, and to demonstratel For a single union of oil
the workers independent of the employers, the
church, and the statel For full and complete polit=
ical and trade-union rights! For free self-determina-
tion for Catalonio and the other oppressed nation-
alities!

*Total solidarity with the sfruggle of the Portuguese
workers and people and with the masses of Indochina!
Solidarity with the workers ond oppressed of the
whole world!

We insist that today more than ever the efforts of
all parties, all organizations, and all fighters of
the working class %fﬁa oppressed must be unifiad
around the workers commissions, Unfortunately, in-
stend of orienting themselves in this direction, the
PSUC and the coordinating committee of the work-
ers commissions (the MNational Coordinating Com-
mittee of Catalonia and Boarcelona), which are
dominant, are counferposing intersive activity
cimed at what they call "cornering the elections."
Other parties, like the PTE and the MCE, ore in
reality aiding such an orientation,

With this tactic these parties and these coordinating
bodies of the warkers commissions are once again
opposing themselves to direct action and to the
democratic orgenization of the masses. They are
opposing themselves to the overthrow of the funda-
mental pillar of the dictatorship represented by the
CNS, preferring instead to fransform it and main-
tain as Far as possible its structure, which hos been
imposed by the bureaucrats. They ore opposing them-
selves to the struggle for a united trade union of

all the toilers independent of the employers and
their government, And while they are doing this
they keep their hands tied by the pact they have
concluded with bourgeois politicians in the Junta
Democrotico and the Assembly of Catalonia,

*We call on all those in struggle 1o rally to press
forward the battles that loom shead. We call on




them to rolly to give the workers commissions the
ploce that they deserve in preparing and pressing
forward the coming generalized struggle. Moximum
advantage must be token of these periods of mobi-
lization to build the warkers commissions os much
as possible, A workers commission in each foctory!
Organize the democrotic coordination of the work-
ers commissions !

*We call on all militonts of all parties of the work-
ing closs to unite their efforts in this direction.
Meothing must be counterposed to the requirements
of the impending mobilization.

*We reiterate our desire to moch agreaments —
even partial or temporary anes — that allow for
aiding the potential mobilization in one form or
ancother. We ore prepared to reach such agreements

with all parties without exception that bose them-

se lves on the working closs and in particular with

the parties ond political organizations that uphald

in one form or another the necessity of promoting

o broad boycott of the farce of the coming “trade
union elections. " We hope in this way to contribute
to bringing about unity in action in the develop-
ment of the struggles of the workers and the oppressed
masses. Such is the meaning of this joint declora-
tion.

FORWARD |

TOTAL BOYCOTT OF THE ELECTIONS !

FOR A GENUINE WORKERS TRADE UNION,
UNITED AND INDEPENDENT OF THE EM-
PLOYERS AND THEIR GOVERMNMENT!

DOWN WITH THE MURDEROLS DICTATORSHIP!

LOMNG LIVE THE WORKERS COMMISSIONS !

W
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The obortive coup d'etat of March 11 represented

a heavy political defeat for the Portuguese bour-
geoisie, The powerful popular mobilization para-
lyzed the politicel and military instruments on which
copitalist reaction thought it could base itself. To-
doy the bourgeocisie hos been thrown onto the de-
fersive, although this does not eliminate the pos-
sibility of putschist attempts by certain bourgeois
factions. Its crisis of leadership is only intensify-
ing. The degree of combativity, organization and
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self-organization, ond class consclousness of the
workers hos token o new leap forward., Within the
army, not only did the soldiers and sailors demon-
strate o very great copacity for responding to the
seditiovs elements, but the politicization ond pro-
cess of self-orgonization of the rank and file also
deve loped forward. The erisis of the army is deepen-
ing. This has focilitoted the counteroffersive of the
so-called socialistic wing of the MFA against the
currents more or less explicitly ¢laiming allegionce



to the Spinolist project. While the grip of the neo-
reformists has been strengthenad, the audience of
the revolutionary left, within the fromework of the
impetucus rise of workers strugales, is broadening
considerably — in the foctories, the neighborhoods,
the trode unions, and the army. This wos confirmed
during the elections of April 25, in which the wark=
ers parties received o mojority whose size was vir-
tually unprecedented in the history of the workers
movement. Thus, ina little more than a year there
has been o progressive rodicalization of the rising
workers struggles, which is leading to the ripening
of o prerevolutionary situation,

1.CRISIS AND ECONOMIC
SABOTAGE

Portuguese copitalism is facing a crisis of rore depth.
To the structural wedknesses and disequilibrium in=_
herited from the Salozorist era have been added the
effects of the international recession, of decolonizo=
tion, and of the sudden change in the relationship

of forces between capital and lobor. Economic sab-
otage, investment strikes by Porfuguese finance cop-
ital and by multinational trusts, restriction or sup-
pression of credits to small end middle~sized com= R
panies, and the flight of capital have further wor=
sened the economic mess, Sectors as impertant as

the construction and textile Industries are going
through @ virtually generalized crisis. Agriculture,
imprisoned in archoic economic structures, is unable
to produce a sufficient quantity of food products at
low prices,

Over the past year, the rate of inflafion has offi=
cially been 35%, but inreality it is much higher
for food products. The buying power of the workers
has been heavily offected, Factory closings and

_ layeffs have been proliferating since the beginning
of autumn 1974, Some 250,000 workers are unem-

ployed.

Both the reconversion of the opporetus of preduc-
tion with o view toward accentuated integration
into the Common Market and the end of the colo-
nial war required o profound change in the forms
of bourgeais dominotion as well as @ channeling
of workers mobilizations whose onticopifalist dy-
namic could only be strengthened in such a sitva=
tien,

The resistance ond counteroffersive of the workers
broke through the presidentialist coup d'etot of
September 28, the law on the right to strike and
lockout, the low on occupations of houses, end
the attempt to paralyze the workers through the
creation of a vast army of unemployed, In face of
this response of the toiling masses, which nullified
the projects of industrial reorgenization, copital

is more and more utilizing the weapon of economic
sabotage, the intention being to rally the support
of broad sectors of the petty bourgeoisie by proving
that the government is incapable of cleaning up
the economic situation.

2.THE RISE OF STRUGGLES

Since December 1974 o new phose has opened in
the rise of workers mobilizations. First of all, broader
and brooder sections of the working closs ore be-
coming oware of the precarious charocter of the
wage gains that were won at the beginning of the
summer of 1974, For example, on Januery 14 some
300, 000 workers demanstrated in Lisbon. They par-
tially transformed the demorstration —which had
been organized by the Intersindical (Trade Union
Federation) and the Portuguese Communist party

in order to support the MFA and the law on trade-
union unity—into a vast mobilization against cap-
italist exploitation and for the unity of the workers
in struggle. Second, the attack on job security,
especiclly in the small and middle-sized compe-
nies, has touched off strugales of a new type: oc-
cupations, restarting of production, experiments

in workers contral, Finally, in face of the economic
sobotage and the attempts of reaction to orgenize,
many initiotives were token that prepored the mo-
bilization agaimst the attermpted coup.

Almost spontanecusly and with extraordinary rapid-
ity, the Portuguese working class is taking up, as-
similating, ond sometimes enriching the most ad-
vanced experiences of struggle thot have developed
in Europe since 1968, This is a result of thecon~
junction of various factors. First of oll, the acute~
ness of the structural ond conjunctural crisis of Por=
tuguese copitalism limits considerably the objective
bose for the development of reformist experiments
and exploins in large part the process of progressive
radicalization that has taken ploce over the post
year. Second, since the second half of the 1960s,
the working class has been strengthened socially.

In the Porto and Lisbeon regions o new generation

of workers who have lived through the decline of
the Salazarist regime hos entered preduction in
large numbers. This generation constitutes an essen-
tial part of the workers vanguard. Finally, o rela-
tive-politicization was stimulated among these layers
by the struggle of the Africon fighters; moreover,
ters of thousands of workers who emigrated to other
Eurcpean countries not only gained an dpprentice-
ship in workers struggles, but also acquired an
understanding of the new situation that hos been
developing in Europe since 1968, In the framework
of the fall of the fascist ragime, a very great recep=
Hivity fo the ideas that hod been ferociously com-
batted by the dictatorship has been odded to all
this. The combination of the intensification of the
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economic and social crisis, the rise of struggles,
and the permanent atmosphere of political debate
creates an extremely fovorable terrain for the ripen-
ing of anticapitalist consciousness, even though

the effects of forty-eight years of fascism on the
workers' capacity for independent political inter-
vention have not been fully erased.

Thus, beginning in mid-December, various experi-
ences developed that augured the mobilization that
was to unfold on March 11 and during the move-
ments that followed,

1) Factory occupations became more and more nu=
merous. Very often, they were coupled with the
struggle to purge fascist managers and administrators,
the struggle against economic sabotage, and the
struggle for the demand for nationalization. Con=-
trol of inventories, contral over hiring and firing,
and the opening of the companies' books became
weapons that were increasingly utilized by the
workers. Obviously, this did not mean that the
workers had already assimilated all the richness or
political implications of the totality of experiences
in which they wera activaly participoting. In addi-
tion to factory and bank occupations, there were
land occupations in the South; these were defend-
ed militarily by the peasants and ogricultural
workers.

2) The workers went beyond the |_egu| limits and,
in reality, shattered the law on strikes, which for-
bids occupations, plenary meeting within the fac-
tories, etc. Similarly, the ronk-and-file soldiers
organized and held general assemblies in some bar-
racks.

3) A significant workers vanguard reacted forcefully

to the ottempts of the foscists o reorganize: some .

meetings of the CDS (Democrotic and Social Cen-
ter), which includes many notables from the old re-
gime, were boycotted, as happened on January 235
in Porto. The administrators of the Salazarist regime
in the factories, the press, and the radio were swept
away by the initiatives of commissiors of workers
and trade-union sections.

4} The trade-union movement was strengthened and
expanded. Battles for the democratic functioning
of the trade unions proliferated. Concurrently, the
influence of the workers commissions grew, espe-
eially in the big foctories in the Lisbon area. These
bodies constantly include the workers vanguard and -
can represent the major part of the workers during
times of mobilization, During the September 28
events they took the first initiatives in the workers
mobilization. On February 7, more than 30,000
workers participated in the especially combative
demonstration organized by the coordinating body
of the workers commissions of Lisbon. In the fac-
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tories, general assemblies elected commitiess of
workers in order to strengthen the united orgonizo-
tion of the workers, During occupations of the so-
cial infrastructure (private clinics, hotels trons-
formed into child-core centers or rest houses for
workers) manegement committees were set up, some-
times elected. In certain cases these commitiees
established relotions with the workers commissions
in order to plan the utilization of the occupied in-
stitutions and to "place them at the service of the
people.” Populor ossemblies, often stimulated by
the CP, arose in the popular neighborhoods. They
debated problems of sanitation, housing, and trans=
port, and more or less took charge of the orgoniza-
fion of these social services. In this way there
emerged on varfous levels bodies that could provide
the embryo of forms of dual power.

5) The linkup between workers and soldiers was
manifested clearly for the first time on February 7.
On that day the soldiers of RAL 1 joined the front
ranks of the demonstration of the workers commis-
sions and took up the slogams raised by the workers,

6) Manifestations by Porfuguese of solidarity with
the struggle of their Spanish comrades increased in
number. Oppesition to the Iberfan Pact and Por-
tugal’s participation in NATO was asserted more
sharply and testified to the advance of proletarion
internationalism in the consciousness of broad sec-

tors of the working class.

The response to the attempted coup d'etat must be
viewed with this backdrop. The mobilization indi-
cated that the lessons of September 28 had been
assimi loted by tens of thousands of workers. The

mobi lization itself embodied the richness of the ex-
periences that had begun to mold the consciousness

of the workers. But it alsc had the effect of multi-
plying the workers' initiatives, since it ended with

o crushing victory over reaction and confirmed the
confidence of the foiling masses in their own strength.

3.A POLITICAL DEFEAT FOR
THE BOURGEOISIE

After the failure of September 28, the dominant
foction of the Portuguese bourgeoisie was counting
abave all on strengthening its central porty, the
PPD (Popular Democratic porty), so as to forge an
electoral victory. Later, within the perspective of
a deterioration in the relationship of forces betwaen
the two fundamental classes of society, the bour-
geoisie showed that it was prepared to accept o
process of institutionalization of the MFA as an in=
strument serving os a last resort in controlling the
sitvation and rebalancing the state apparatus. This
institutionalization; an expression of the Bonapartist
function of the MFA, wes supposed to toke shape,



according to the wishes of the bourgeoisie, under
the cover of an electoral victory for the center-
left, of an offensive by the Spinolist sectors within
the MFA, and of a certain degree of control over
the process of decolonization, especially in Angola,
through lending weight to the FLNA and UNITA.

Ancther faction of the bourgeoisie did not shore this
view, This faction, made up of the sectors most
strongly hit by the fall of the Salazarist regime

and decolonization, prepared for a frontal attack
on the working closs and its socicl conquests, for
reggining o grip on the enlisted men, and for
eliminating the most radicalized elements of the
MFA.,

The acceleration of the workers upsurge, the grow-
ing crisis within the army, the several Spinolist
successes during the MFA elections at the beginning
of March, and the lack of ability to sense political
opportunities and to judge the real social relation- =
ship of forces (ofter forty-eight years of the corpor-
atist regime) were the factors that certainly incited
these circles to threw themselves into the attempted
coup d'etat, There were two significont features

to the foilure of the coup. The putschists were in=
capable of effectively organizing coordination be-
tween the military and civilion sectors and of as-
suring themselves direct support from the social
layers prepared to back up such a project. The ra-
pidity of the resporse, its breadth, and the resis-
tance or open oppesition of the soldiers and sailers
to all the putschist mansuvers of the officers de-
prived reaction of the possibility of getting control
of o significant part of the military and political
opparatus in order to carry out its plans,

Cn March 11, after the attempted constitutional
coup of July 1974 and the attempted civilian coup
of September 28, the bourgecisie fired o new
round — without results, or rather, with results
directly oppasite to those that had been hoped for.
The loss of Spincla, who could have played the
role of a rallying point, intensified the crisis of
political leadership in the bourgeais camp.

The economic emergency plan, which hod been
approved on February 7 by the council of minlsters
and reflected the influence of the PPD ond the 5P,
was swept away. The nationalization of the banks
and insurance companies, which was not explicitly
called for in the plan but was carried out under the
pressure of the mabilization of the workers, created
a dynomic able to break through the limits within
which passible nationalizations had been envisaged
by the emergency plan.

Within the MFA, the relationship of forces wos
shifted in favor of the non-Spinclist sectors. The
institutionalization, imposed agairst the coup

d'etat, took on an objectively contradictory char=
acter. On the one side, it was carried out against
the putschist sectors and in this sense tended to
foster initiatives by workers and soldiers aimed at
purging the fascist cadres; on the other side, the
MFA consolidated its position as o body of autono-
mous power fo @ certain extent playing the role of
Bonapartist erbitrator above the closses ond tending
to shunt oside the traditional instruments of bour-
geois democracy (parties, porlioment, ete.}. Nev-
ertheless, the failure of the coup represented neither
a definitive victory for the so=-called socialistic
sector of the MFA nor the liquidation of the Spi-
nolist sector of the armed forcez. The latier, al=
though weakened, not only continues to occupy @
position in the High Council of the Revolution it-
self, but may recover lost pesitions inasmuch as

the hierarchical structure of the army is maintoined.,
In this sense, while it is certain that the institution=
alization of the MFA guarantees the stability of

the coalition government of class collaboration,

this does not eliminate the long-term possibility

of a gradual turn toward a rightist regime.

Under the impact of the massive mobilization of
the workers, and in the hope of receiving financial
oid following the nationalization of the banks, the
petty bourgeoisie could certainly no longer provide
o very stable support to the political formations of
the bourgeoisie, which had to give ground to the
CP-MDP within the government as well as within
the economic and state apporatus,

On the defensive, the bourgeoisie after March 1)
found itself compelled to accept the measures na-
tionalizing the banks, irsurance compenies, trans-
port, electricity, and steel, as well as the institu=
tionalization of the MFA in a form that it was un=
able to have any say in. Confronting the April 25
electoral target date, it hod to recover some cred-
ibility, with the hope that on electoral victory
would permit it to influence the nationalization
process and to enclose that process within a frame-
work compatible with the survival of the copitalist
system.

Under the cover of the signing of the Pact, and in
view of the pessibility of utilizing the electoral
tribune, the bourgeois parties — more specifically
the CDS — were able to reorganize their bose ond
prepare for the counteroffensive. In this serse, it
would be absolutely erroneous to underestimate the
electoral results obtained by the PPD and the CDS,
Especiully if they are compared with those of the
P,

MNevertheless, the bourgeoisie as a whole was not
geing te limit itelf to concentrating all its efforts
on the legal field alone, although after March 11

it emphasized strengthening itself electorally and
=5



working toward achieving a certain realignment
within the government, which included toking ad-
vantage of the anticommunist campaign of the 5P.
The bourgeoisie's crisis of political leadership, ag-
gravated by the upsurge of the mass movement af-
ter March 11, will encourage it to opt for o terror-
ist tactic of harassment, sabotaoge, and ottacks on
the workers organizations and worker militants.

On the international field, the bourgecisie is keep-
ing open two options: aid or strongulation. For the
moment, the European bourgeoisie, while utilizing
various mears of pressure and blackmail, seems to
hove decided to play the card of aid, understand=
ing that in the immediate future economic strangu-
lation could have radicalizing effects. Obviously,
this does not prevent it from also directing efforks
teward structuring and Financing the reactionory
offensive both in Portugal and in the colonies, es-
pecially Angola,

4. THE ACCELERATION OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS

The defeat of the putschist project on March 11 by
a massive and rapid mobilization of the toiling
masses has led to a modification of the relationship
of forces on two levels: on the one side between
the bourgeoisie and the working class; on the other
side between the revolutionary vanguard and the
reformist currents,

1} This new shift in the relationship of forces is ex-
pressed in the intersification of the crisis in the
army — ifs division and the proliferation of coses
of discipline being broken ond of the rejection by
the rank-and-file soldiers of the "new hierarchy"
to which the MFA claoims allegionce . Politicization
within the army has token o great leap forward. It
is being fed by the linkup that was made in several
areas between the workers and soldiers on March
11, to such an extert that arms were distributed to
popular vigilance committees. It was strengthened
during the electoral campaign by the systematic
political debate that went on among the troops.
This, added to the problems of the very functioning
of the army — weackness of barracks control, debil-
ity of officer control, miserable social and material
conditions — is bolstering the process of self-orga-
nization, the open participation of soldlers in the
work of the revolutionary organizetions, and the
rapprochement and common activities between sal-
diers and workers, MNevertheless, these phenomena
are developing at a very uneven rote within the
armed forces nationally, end this may facilitate
reactionary maneuvers. In the short term, the armed
forces thus no longer represent an entity sufficiently
homogeneous and tightly enough confralled by the
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military hierarchy to be easily used in o putschist
project. This fact can only contribute to accen-
tuating the general instability and to prolonging

the period of crisis of bourgeois political leodership.

2] The mossive riging of the workers at the announce=
ment of the attempted coup led not only to the crush-
ing of the seditious elements, but also to a corsid-
erable victory for the toiling masses: the nationali-
zation of the banks ond insurance companies in the
initial period, ond later the nationalization of

about thirty companies in the transport, electricity,
stee|, cement, tobaces, and food industries, as

well os the new measures preparing an agrarion re-
form.

From the objective standpoint, these nationaliza=-
tiors may obviously be port of a project that con-
sists of supporting or strengthening the profit mar-
gins of certain private sectors within the fromework
of o capitalist economy. The nationolized sector
would then function os the guarantor of the profit-
ability of the private sector, furnishing row mate-
rials and energy supplies at low prices by granting
very low interest credits or by making pure and
simple gifts and socializing the costs of developing
the infrastructure necessary for national gnd impe-
rialist investment.

Mevertheless, this series of nationalizations was
decided on at the very moment when ters of thou-
sonds of workers, beginning in December, were de-
manding the nationalization of their companies,
oecupying the offices of the banks and insurance
companies, ond threatening to take the fronsporta-
tion sector under their control. Furthermore, the
branches of the banking system throughout Portu-
guese industry crecte objective conditions favorable
to touching off a dynamic going beyond the func-
tion that the major port of the MFA and significant
sectors of the bourgecisie initially assigned to the
state tokeover of the banking system and the var-
ious bosic secthors.

A certain number of conditions must neverthe less

be met in order to assure the development of such

a process, in order to assure the destruction of cap-
ital's economic power and of all the positions of
contrel and decision-making that capital holds
within the economic structure . First of all, it is
imperative to nationalize without compensation

all the decisive sectors of the economy: heavy in-
dustry, the banks, transportation, the energy sec-
tor, the distribution sector, and foreign trade. To
this must be added the elimination from the notion-
alized sector of all bourgeois odministrators, the
rejection of "co-manogement" and the generaliza-
tion of workers control, centralized management

of all property and all nationalized companies by

a central body ploced under the control of the work-
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ers organizations ond founded on the application of
an emergency economic plan drawn up by these or-
ganizations,

But such measures of expropriation of the bourgeoi-
sie are not possible within the framework of the
present bourgeois state, in a context in which the
bourgeoisie still holds pelitical power and organizes
its resparse in many forms, economic sabotage and
the flight of capital being the preferred weapons

in the present conjuncture,

The economic crisis that Portuguese capitalism is
now going through, the nationalization measures
weakening the bourgeoisie, ond the rise of the maoss
movement clearly indicate that the precondition

for taking economic power oway from the bourgeoi=-
sie, for depriving it of its power of economic sabo-
tage, lies in the elimination of its political power,
It 7 here that all the initiatives of workers control,
the occupation of facteries, the restarting of pro-
duction under workers control, the coordination of
tenants committees to deal with questions of hous-
ing and of the social infrostructure take on their
full importance and express the more or less con=
scious will of the toiling mosses to toke over polit-
ical and economic power, to poss from a copitalist
sconomy to @ socialist one, which con enly be
achieved by the centralization of the instruments
of self-arganization of the mosses. The very dynomic
of the movement goes radically against the objec=
tives proposed and ceaselessly repeated by the CP
and the MFA, summed up as the battle for produc-
tion, in @ context in which the bourgeoisie still
commands the detérmining decision-making posts
and holds power on the economic and pelitical field.

3) The change in the relaticnship of forces after

March 11 and the deep rodicalization, which at-
tained o new stage after December, was also ex-
pressed on the electoral field.

On March 11 there woas o fusion between the work=
ers upsurge and the emergence of the mass movement
onto the political scene. This wos rapidly reflected
in the demand for o deepening of the purge process
at all levels — the ormy, industry, the press —and
by the emergence of a more or less confused demand
for "popular government, " combined with the de-
mand to expel the representatives of the PPD from
the government. March 11 thus functioned as o cat=
alyst for the political consciousness of the toiling
masses.

Both the feelings of victory and strength acquired
by the workers through the mobilization, through
winning the nationalizations, and through the ac-
celeration of the purges ond the extreme weakness
of any alternative bourgeois policy were reflected
in the massive vote for the workers parties. Over-

all, the electoral results con only increase the work-
ers' confidence in their own strength, intensify the
anticapitalist mobilizotions, and generate among

the rank-ond=file workers @ will for unity in the
struggle ogainst the bourgesisie ond its parties,

OFf course, the votes for the Socialist party came
partially from the petty bourgeoisie under the im=
pact of the anticommunist campaign of the Socialist
leoders and thus represent votes in fover

of o solution of order and of deferse of private prop=
erty. Even some foctions of the bourgecisie encour-
aged votes for the SP,

But it would be totally erronecus to reduce the vote
of the SP to that. In its majority, the 5P vote repre-
sented the primitive will of broad sectors of the
workers to struggle against the conditions of exploi-
tation and oppression ta which they are subject and
to struggle for socialism; it olso represented an ele-
mentary defionce of the bureaucratic methods used
by the Stalinist current. Moreover, it is significant
that the SP ebtained the most votes precisely in the
regions in which the percentage of wage-workers

is highest. In fact, the 5P vote was the product
both of the shift in the relatiomship of forces be=
tween capital and labor and of the still backward
level of consciousness of many layers of workers
who are radicalizing and becoming politicized
slowly ond at vorying rates.

The CP chtained an electoral result that does not
precisely reflect its capacity to mebilize and its
orgonizational strength. Electorally, the CP paid
a price for its policy of class collaboration, which
led it to more or less openly betray many struggles
ond to subordinote any possibility for unifying the
working closs in anticapitalist struggle to the pos=
sibility of putting pressure.on the state opporatus,
The fact that the for left and the centrists got one-
third @s many votes as the CP indicates the scope
of the CP's losses on its left. Finally, at the mo=
ment when the debate over what modal of sociclism
should be followed is of concem to brood layers of
workers, there is-no doubt that the CP ako paid a
price for its unconditional defense of the "socialist
model" represented by the bureaucratic regimes in
the deformed or degenerated workers states. As for
the MDP/CDE, it was totally marginalized and
hence-will more and mere appear as o simple cover
for the CP and o supporting body of the MFA,

Finally, the total results obtained by all the orga=
nizations ¢ laiming sllegiance fo the revolutionary
left express the progress of the influence and im-
plantation of the vorious Maoist, centrist, and rev-
olutionary Marxist currents and the existence of
broad layers of workers who are breaking with the
policy of the reformist orgonizations, especially

in workers bastions like Porto, Lisbon, Setdbel,ete.
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There is no doubt that the SP will seek fo use its
electoral strength to intervene within the MFA and
achieve a certain reorganization of the relationship
of forces and to fry to develop a weight within the
trade unions and the facteries thal correspands to

its electoral strength, As for the CP, while ossert-
ing itself as the unconditional defender of the MFA,
it will have to demonstrate its capacity for mobiliza-
tion in order to consolidate its position and to coun=
teroct the projects of the SP.

4) At first sight, it oppeors os though March 11 and
April 25, 1975, fostered the strengthening of the
reformist organizations. During the attempted coup,
the CP and the Intersindical took the leodership of
the workers movement and succeeded in the imme=
diate sense in capitalizing on o large part of the
mobi lization.

The initiatives taken by the Intersindical and the
calls for the general strike — which wos o break
wi th what the Intersindical had done on September
28 — placed the trade~-union organization at the
head of the response and can only strengthen its role
as the unique representative of the working closs

in the eyes of the workers. Obviously, the Intersin-
dical may offer its services to marginalize the instru-
ments of self-organization, to limit somewhat the
experiences pointing in this direction, and to in-
crease the credibility of its campaign for the "bat-
tle for production.”

On the other hand, the election results allow

the SP to put itself forward as the principal workers
party (on the electoral field) and hence to roise

its claims within the government, the municipali-
ties, ond the trode uniors.

MNevertheless, this affirmation of the strength of the
reformist ond neoreformist workers porties is occur-
ring in a context of the rise of the moss movement,
of radicalization of new layers of workers, and of
proliferation of Independent actions of the mosses
in the neighborhoods and foctories, octions that con-
solidate the workers' feelings of strength and inde-
pendence. Thus, conditions are being created for
the exacerbation of the contradictions within the
reformist formations themselves and for the strength-
ening of the revolutionary vanguord and the ex-

nsion of its oudience among the layers influenced
uuﬁ organized by the mEmi:r parties.

This twofold process is at the root of the leftist toc-
tical odaptations the CP has made since the end of
1974, The time has not yet come for the CP to op-
pose mobilizations head on. After March 11, for
instance, contrary to the policy that was followed
after September 28, the CP and the Intersindical
demanded nationalization measures and many trode-
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union sections took initiatives within this perspec-
tive. The adaptotions that the CP and the Intersin-
dical have to make to recover, preserve, or strengthen
thair position nevertheless act to intensify their in-
ternal contradictions ond modify the relationship
of forces with the vanguard. Viewed in this light,
the continuation of the relative hegemony of the
reformist formations, which is the major negotive
factor for the future of the revolutionary upsurge,
will be subject to many modifications, depending
on the independent activity of the masses and on
the capacity of the revolutionary vanguord to uni-
fy brood layers of workers around its initiatives.

During the phose opened by March 11, the CP is
thus trying to isolate the struggles of the vanguord
and hoid back all experiments in self-organizotion,
whether in the barracks, the neighborhoods, or the
foctories.

Just as it.crudely opposed strikes in the nome of
consolidating the democrotic stage during the first
period, today the CP is putting the emphasis on the
"battle for production” in order to guarantee the
“economic and finoncial stability gravely threatened
both by the recession and by the disorganization
provoked by economic sabotage.” The "battle for
production” is replacing the "battle for power,"

as was previously the case in Chile. The CP thus
regards  sticking os closely as possible to the
MFA os o guarantee that the "democratic stage”
will be consclidated. This line can only
strengthen illusions omong the workers in the "van-
guard role of the MFA" and divert the anticapital-
ist dynomic of the struggle toword a project of class
collaboration, Nevertheless, after waging on elec-
toral campaign with triumphalist overtones, the CP
has to demonstrate its capacity to mobilize and its
organizational strength, and thus assert its role as
the leading party structuring the workers, os opposed
to the SP, which is the leading workers porty on
the electoral field. A certoin sectarianism toword
the SP rank and file does not moke for an odequate
response fo this problem; especially in that there

is real pressure toward unity within both parties.
Hence, it will be difficult for the CP to stick strictly
to the battle for production. It will have to either
participate in or go along with the mobilizations

of the workers and peasonts, while at the same time
trying to control these mobilizotions. The CP will
not escape from these oscillations very quickly.

As for the SP, during the election campeign it found
itself torn between its attempt to copture votes from
the petty-bourgeois clientele of the PPD and the
necessity of reestablishing, preserving, or if possible
comsolidating its links with the working class. In

the post-electorol period, continues to be

affected by the same type of contradictions. The
program of its leadership consists of trying fo chip



off a wing of the MFA that, under the jorgon of
"Portuguese socialism,"” would take measures that
could maximally limit the import of the nationaliza-
tions, give assurances to imperialism, ond "reestab-
lish order," (It is more interested in doing this than
in forming any alliance of a center-left type with
the PPD.) The pressures that the SP is subjected to
from the European Social Democracy tend in the
same direction, ond the anticommunist campaign
falls perfectly within this fromework .

MNevertheless, this party has been swollen with
thousands of members who have just emerged onto
the political scene; they are not marked by the
legalist Social Democratic tradition and are liable
to radicalize rapidly. This will inevitably have
repercussions within the party; it ougurs the forma-
tion of new leftist currents ond centrist splits. The
themes of workers control and se lf=manogement dem=
agogically put forward on the Moy 1 posters of the
5P already indicate the existence of this type of
pressure within the 5P, -

In face of the very ropid expansion of the ranks of
the CP and the 5P, in face of the weakness of the
political training of the members ond their recep-
tivity to the propaganda of the for left in the atmos—
phere of permanent political debate and of intensi=
fied combativity, revolutionaries command very
great objective possibilities for expanding their
audience among those workers organized or influ-
enced by these parties. This dialectic of relations
between reformists, neoreformists, and centrist
forces and the revolutionary left is such that the
latter already commands sufficient weight to ini=
tiate movements that effectively win the adherence
of significant sectors of the masses,

Hence, the oudecious and flexible application of

the tactic of united front as developed on various
levels — from the foctory and the neighborhoods

up through the most important initiatives — is deci-
sive for the revalutionary vanguard both in respond-
ing immediately to any reactionary offersive, to

any challenging of the democratic rights of the work-
ers movement, and in expanding the influence of

the revolutionaries and cutting down on the duration of
of the reformists' grip on the working class. By call-
ing for the unity in action of the entire working

closs and of all its currents without any exclusion,
revalutionaries will be oble to take advantage of

the desire for unity that exists among broad sectors

of workers in order to strengthen the anticapitalist
front.

Any real rupture of this unity in action threatens

to profound ly disorient the toiling masses, to gen-
erate phenomena of disarroy and of the beginning
of demoralization, ond thus to provoke o stagnation
of the revolutionary process that would facilitate

LCI: “For aWorkers
Government”

a reactiongry counteroffensive . That is why the
bureaucratic methods used by the CP leaders against
workers democracy, the sectorionism of these lead-
ers {obstruction of trode=union elections, the Re-
publica affair, etc.), and the attempts of the SP
leaders to slow down the revolutionary process in
the name of defense of bourgeois democrocy are
now stirring up division within the ranks of the pro=-
letariat and constitute real attacks against the in-
terests of the proleteriat,

Against these sowers of division, revelutionory
Marxists struggle for strengthening the unity in
action of all the organizations and representative
bodies of the working class and for the consolida-
tion of these bodies through the creation of a net-
work of demacratically u%r.h:d workers, soldiers,
and peasants committees that can both guarantee
respect for the broodest democrocy ond assure the
forward march of the revolution. ﬁm most urgent
task is o move toward the ereation of such bodies
of democratic and praletarian power. Any delay
in the emergence, coordination, and generaliza-
tion of these councils threatens to drive back the
advancing revolutionary process that was acceler=-
ated after March 11, 1975,

The disastrous aspect of the policy of the Macist
current, which choracterizes the CP s “social fas-
cist" and makes it the main enemy, is especially
highlighted if one considers the fluidity that exists
within the very ranks of the CP and the 5P and the
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response that the for=left currents are able to re-
ceive there. Insofar os the Maoist current, and more
especially the UDP, commands significant influence
in the brood workers vanguard, the Maoist policy
effectively functions as an element dividing the
class and threatening to isolate this workers von=
guard from the heart of the class,

5. THE ROLE OF THE MFA

In o context marked by on open crisis of bourgeois
political leodership, by o real division within the
army, by the growing influence of the reformist
workers parties, and by the continuing rise of
workers struggles, the MFA after March 11 comsol-
idated its position, centralizing the essential legis-
lative and executive priorities.

Since April 25, 1974, the assertion of the strength
of the MFA hos been the fruit not only of the role
it ployed in the organization of the coup d'etat,
but also of the crisis in the army generated under
the blows of the defeat suffered in the colonial
war and of the pclitical weakness of the two funda-
mental closses of society.

On the one side, after half a century of corporatist
rule, the bourgeoisie did not command political
instruments capable of functioning effectively in
the framework of bourgecis democrocy in foce of

a progressive upsurge of the mass movement. On
the other side, the workers' lack of political expe~
rience after forty-eight years of dictatorship did
not enable the working class to immediately give
expression fo ifs own solutions. It is the conver-
gence of this twofold political weakness that cre-
ated the possibility of the MFA's occupying this
central place, especially after the failure of the
two hasty presidentialist coup attempts in July ond
September 1974 ond ofter the March 11 debacle,

In reality, the MFA represents two different phe-
nomena: on the one side an integral port of the
state opparatus (President of the Republic, Council
of the Revelution, Army General Stoff, etc.); on
the other side a movement composed of a part of
the officer corps having o base among the noncom-
missioned officers and soldiers and permeated by
all the social and political currents of o Portugal
drawn into a revolutionory process. As an integral
part of the state opporatus, it guarantees the main=
tenance of capitalist relations of production, espe-
cially during times when the rise of the mats move-
ment within the context of a deep crisis of political
leadership of the bourgecisie places in danger the
very survival of the system of capitalist rule. As a
movement, its social compaosition, petty bourgeois
in its majority, implies that it is far from homoge-
neous ideologically. Likewise, there has been o

medification in It composition, a radicalization

of certain of its sectors, ond, ot the some time, o
growing polarization among its diverse companents.,
Along with Spinclist currents, which do not occupy
stage center during the present phase, there are
various currents that are more or less influenced by
the reformist ideclogies of the workers movement
but that possess no organic link with that movement.
Mast of them are manifesting deep distrust of the
mass movement, distrust that is characteristic of

this military elite that has established paternalistic
relations with the masses. They are placing the em=-
phasis on strict control of the activity of the masses,
on the arbitrator task that the MFA must fulfill,
which reveals the will of the MFA officers to per-
petuate their Bonapartist role.

Mareover, this Bonaportist function is expressed
concretely both in the MFA's institutionalization
and in the pact that it pushed through between the
bourgeois and reformist workers parties, o pact whose
objective function is to conceal the exocerboted
controdictions between capital and laber, between
exploiter and exploited, that are manifesting them-
selves more sharply every day,

MNevertheless, it is difficult to stabilize this objec-
tively Bonaportist function inasmuch as the mass
mobi lizatiors themselves on the one hond stimulote
the differentiations within the MFA ond thus gen-
erate realignments among the various tendencies
and on the other hand necessitate permanent odjust-
ments aimed at more or less controlling the mass
movement. Confronted simultaneously with o crisis
within the army, an occeleration of the rodicaliza~-
tion of the working class, and o deeper and deeper
economic crisis, the MFA will find it difficult to
preserve its ever more fragile unity, especially
since the options that will present themselves will
make it increasingly risky to play o game of bal-
ancing and of moking concessions to both the left
and the right.

In the event of o convergence between a new wave
of struggle on the one hand and o bourgeois offen-
sive taking the twofold form of @ compaign of eco~
nomic sabotage by international capital and o re-
organization of the reactionary current within the
army on the other hand, a breokup of the MFA is
not excluded. In this context, the generalization
of forms of self-orgonization and self-defense and
the confrontation of the workers movement with the
bourgeoisie could precipitate o new situation char-
acterized both by the emergence of organs of dual
power in the factories, countryside, ond barracks
and by the emergence of the first experiments in
coordinating these various organs. In foce of this
polarization, it is not excluded that some elements
of the MFA, influenced by reformist currents and
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even by the far-left organizations, could pass to
the camp of the working closs ot decisive moments.

But revelutionary Marxists, confrary to centrish,
will not passively wait for this possible division to
weaken the apparatus of the bourgeois army, nor
will they simply wait for the beginning of the mo-
bilization that will lead to the armed insurrection;
rather, they will seek to create all the conditions
such that this split may accompany the development
of the struggle of the laboring masses. Such a split
will be strongly stimulated by the generalization

of a system of dual power that permits the immense
majority of the working closs to be won to the camp
of the revolution dnd prepares the final confronta-
tion.

From now on, the framsformation of the struggle for
the generalization and centralization of the instru-
ments of se|f-organization (resignation of officers,
election of committees to contral military opera-
tions) and the linkup of the organized struggle of
the soldiers ond soilors with the workers movement
will enable the ground for the confrontation to be
prepared .

On the other hand, in the event that international
capital does not strangle the Portuguese economy,
that the secial and economic crisis is prolonged
without any medification in the relationship of for=
ces between the closses, that refarmist hegemony

is maintained because of the delay in the emergence
of a revelutionary pole, and that the moss move~
ment retraats becouse of divisions within the work-
ing closs and the absence of precise objectives for
advancing the revolution, there could possibly be

o relative stabilization of the Bonaportist function
of the MFA ond a counteroffensive of the currents
more or less openly owing allegiance to Spinolism.
This could net but find expression in measures aimed
at regaining a grip on the army, imposing limits on
the activity of the mass movement, repressing the
revolutionary organizations, strengthening the
hierarchy, ond suppressing the organs created by
the soldiers. Obviously, this does not imply that
the period of instability that resulted from the Mearch
11 victory would end, but rather that the process

of upsurge would go through a certain retreat be-
fore new confrontations eccurred.

5

The not very distant prospect of the fall of the
Francoist regime introduces into this overall picture
o foctor that will be decisive for the future of the
Portuguesa revolution. A radical change in the po-
litical situation in Spain could either relaunch the
mass movement in Portugal in the event that there
hod been o certain pause or combine with the on-
going rise of struggle and create an explosive situo-
tion in the whole Iberian peninsulo, the fantastic
repercussions of which would rapidly be manifested
throughout all Europe.

6. THE TASKS OF REVOLUTIONARY
MARXISTS

1) The fusion between the March 11 mobilization
and the general rise of struggles since December has
acce lerated the spread of experiments in self-orga-
nization at all levels and in self-defense ond work-
ers control and has also raised the level of anticap-
italist closs consciousness,

Nevertheless, these experiments remain fragmented
ond dispersed and hence prevent the potential com-
bativity that wos manifested on March 11 from being
channeled into o unified effort. In order to safe-
guard the goins of the victorious response to capi-
talist reaction, to fully utilize the advantages that
the working class commands in the present situation,
and fo rout any new anti-werking=c lass counterof-
fensive, it is essential through a flexible tactic of
united front to regroup around the initiatives of the
proletarion vanguard the broodest layers of the work-
ing class, the poor peasantry, and the soldiers

and to strengthen the outonomous combat orgons
with which the foiling mosses have endowed them-
selves during successive mobilizations. In order to
do this it is cruciol for revolutionary Marxists to
maoke use of all possibilities of coordinating, cen-
tralizing, ond unifying all these instruments of strug-
gle of the workers and soldiers: workers commissions,
building and neighborhood commissions, committees
of soldiers and sailors, antifascist vigilance commit-
tees, leagues of poor peasants, etc. The democratic
centralization on a national scale of all these or-
gars within @ structure permitting the linkup with
all the workers organizations, trade unions, ond
parties would be capable of stimulating the emer-
gence and generalization of organs of dual power.
In this way a state of offairs would be created lim-
iting or preventing the coopting of the workers up-
surge and creating the best conditions for the ropid
rise of class consclousness through overall confronta-
tions with the regime and for the construction of

the revolutionary party.

It is within this perspective that during the elec-
tion campaign, during the huge demonstrations of
May 1, and during their daily propaganda, our
comrades of the Liga Comuniste Internacionaliste
put forward the slogan of a national assembly of
workers.,

2) In the present phase the LCI, unlike most polit-
ical currents, is systematically emphosizing:

*the vital importance of the nonexclusive united
front of the working class to defend its social
and economic goins and its democratic rights
and to wage the offensive against capital;

*the necessity of a permanent mobilization of
ar
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the workers that enables them to impose their
demands, to expel all bourgeois ministers from
the government, and to form a WORKERS AND
PEASANTS GOVERNMENT, thatis, a govern-
ment of the workers organizations ond of repre=
sentatives of the agricultural werkers and poor
peasants: a government of the SP, CP, the In-
tesindical, and other bodies representing sec-
tors of the working closs and of the agricultural
workers, |n order to advance the revolutionary
process decisively, such a government would
have to base itelf on a system of workers, pecs-
ants, and soldiers councils.

3) In order to definitively sweep aside capitalist
reaction ond deepen the workers upsurge ond the
independent activity of the masses, revolutionary
Marxists will wage massive political campaigns
around the following axes:

*for the nationalization without compensation
and under workers control of the major industries
and sectors of distribution, ond for the state
monopoly of foreign trade;

*for the generalization of workers control in all
sectors already nationalized, which means,
among other things, the right to remove admin-
jstrators named by the state, the right to hold
meetings and general assemblies in the wark
places during working hours, veto right over
hiring and firing, etc.;

*for the centralized monogement of all property
and of all nationalized componies by a central

*for a central united trade union with respact

for the right of tendencies, democratic elections
of delegates and officials at all leveks, and to-
tal independence from the state;

*for the suppression of all laws restricting trade-
union action, the action of workers in the foc-
tories, ond occupations of empty housing, and
against any measures restricting the cctivity of
the revolutionory organizations;

*for the generalizotion of armed self=deferse
pickets and the arming of the trade unions ond
workers commissions;

*for Portugal's withdrawal from the Atlontic al-
liance and for the breakup of the Iberian Pact;

*for the active solidarity of the Portuguese work=
ers with their comrades in Spain in their strug-
gle to bring down the Francoist dictatorship.

To deal with all these tasks, the comrodes of the
LCI will have to:

*assure themselves of an ever broader implanto-
tion in the working class;

*extend the influence of the revalutionary Morx-
ists in all the sectors that are now mobilizing
and offer them a perspective of struggle for so-
cialism;

*comsolidate the organization of hundreds of ad-

herents in order to make the LCI a real political
striking force capable of contesting reformist
hegemony on the concrete field of class struggle.

body placed under the control of the workers
organizations and founded on the application
of an emergency economic plon drawn up by
these organizations;

In face of the workers upsurge in Portugal, @n in-
ternational anticommunist campaign is being inten—
sified and imperialist threats are proliferating. There
is no doubt that at the moment of an accentuation

*for the expropriation of the large landed estates uf the r?wfulianury upsurge, ME-EC?:.I”y if it 'Doin-
under workers contral and for a radical agrarian cides with the fall of the Francoist dictatorship,
reform; the imperialist threats will become ever more press-

ing. The European and Americen bourgeoisies are not

*for the strengthening of the antimilitarist move- prepared to rest with folded arms when the revolu-
ment, the generalization and coordination of tion breoks out on the |berien peninsulo,
the committees of soldiers, soilors, and airmen,
in order on fthe one hand to assure the total purge From this point on, revolutionary Marxists, the
of reactionary officers, fo elect commanders in Fourth Infernational, must toke all possible initia-
gll'ﬂ!l‘ﬂl Dﬁiﬂl‘l‘lhli&l, to Wﬂfl‘ﬂl the Furu:hnmng tives of POIHEGCII W"dﬂrtr}f with the IITI.IEEIH of
of all military operations, and to take charge the Portuguese workers in order to prepare the broad-
of the defense of the material interests and rights est layers of the working class and the youth to pre-
of the soldiers and on the other hand to assure vent a counterrevelutionary intervention in the fu-
the systematic linkup with the workers organized ture. The rise of struggles in Europe since 1968, the
in the neighborhoods and with the workers orga- strengthening of the revelutionary vanguard, and
nizations and trade unions in order to prepare the response that has already been acquired within
the most rapid and determined response both fo the European working class by the fight of the Por-
fascist provocations and to any new attempted tuguese toiling masses represent the best guarantees
coup; of the mobilization of the European working closs

*for the dissolution and disarmament of the police against international capitalist reaction,
of big capital: the GINR and the PSP; June &, 1975




Group, affiliate of the Fourth International in
anon.

To understand the events in Lebanon, it is neces-
sary to locate them within the recent evalution of
the Lebonese state.

At the end of 1970 Suleiman Franjieh, condidate

of the bourgeois oppositon to the Bonapartist Shehab
regime (in power since 1958), tock over as presi-
dent of the republic. The conjuncture was favorable
for the bourgecisie and its imperialist masters: black
September in Jordan, the fall of the Baathist left

in Domascus, the death of Nasser, etc, The anti-
imperialist wave was in full ebb. Franjieh judged
the occasion foverable for trying out o "reform"
technocratic government aimed at slowing down
social struggles. But it was a failure. Social strug-
gles by both workers and students broadened con-
tinuously, fed by o growing sociceconomic crisis
characterized by o high rate of inflation. So after
the carrot, Franjieh turned to the stick, The regime
took the offensive. From spring 1972 to spring 1973
the Salam government was charged with repressing
the ongeing social struggles in the mest brutal man-
ner. Several hundred striking teachers were fired;
two striking workers of the Ghandour factory in
Beirut fell under police bullets; two peasants por-
ticipating in @ demonstration in the south of Lebanon
were also gunned down. On each occasion there
was a stirring of popular anger, but it wos quickly
deflated by the maneuvers of the bourgeois and

In M:E. 1973 the Lﬂbﬂnase..;';nf]mnched an offen-

o

sive against the Palestinian resistance. The reason
for it was clear: The linkup between the rise of so-
cial struggles and the Palestinian resistance had to
be prevented from being renewed; the resistance
hod to be prevented from taking the bull by the
homs. American imperialism could only approve.
But the army failed; it halted its offensive without
having created a relatiorship of forces faverable

to it. And there was threat of worse; the Muslim
masses — whose anti-impericlism waos strengthened
by their confessional oppesition to the pro=West
Christians (which dates from the rise of Masserism)—
threatened to come to the aid of the resistance.
The bourgeois regime hod to alter its toctics.

From that point on, it bosed itself on the reformist
faction of the Lebanese bourgeoisie represented by
Kemal Jumblatt, leader of the Druze community
ond of a grouping of progressive organizations in
which the Communist party holds a strong position,
having followed the purest Stalinist tradition of
tailending the "national” bourgecisie. The mem=
bers of Jumblatt's party who were ministers in the
Takeddin Solh governments expressed the equilibrium
of forces between the bourgeoisie and the popular
mosses during this period. But at the same time,

the bourgecis army was trying to polish up its image.
It strengthened itself and lounched a series of man-
hunts against "outlaws" of various guerrilla groups.
This culminated in the militory quartering of the

old morkets of the city of Tripali in northern Leb-
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anon, on old Nasserist bastion and still in the fore-
front of onti-imperialist struggles. Since it was only
a question of "delinquents, " the reformist left did
nothing; it even applouded the upholders of “order.”
In reality, by creating o new image the army was
creating the conditions for an intervention in the
field of social and political struggles. The threshold
would soon be crossed.

At the beginning of March this year the army re-
pressed a demorstration in Sidon in seuthern Leb-
anon in support of fishermen struggling against the
creation of a capitalist monopoly of fishing. There
were victims, among them o former Nasserist parlia-
ment member. The city rote up: borricades, popu-
lar committees, armed Lebanese ond Palestinion
militants; the defense of the city was organized.

An ottempt ot mediotion by reformists, Jumblatist
ministers ond Stalinist representatives, failed miser-
ably, New closhes between the population ond the
army touched off a soliderity movement in Beirut
and Tripoli. There were demonstrations with red
banners organized by armed Lebanese and Pales-
tinian militants. The state had to retreat; the bour-
geois regime hod been flouted; the reformists could
do nothing; they hod to follow the wave, out of
fear of being completely cut off,

This Hime bourgesis morale was very low. They were
terrified. At the beginning of the year the bourgeois
far=right, represented by the Phalangist party — an
agent of Americon imperialism and ormed fo the
teeth by imperialism, the membership of which is
almost exclusively Christian (Maronite) — had al=
ready launched a viclent propagonda campaign
against the Palestinian resistance. In foce of the
Sidon insurrection the Phalonge orgonized o big
demonstration to support the army; it was held 8.
the Christian neighborhoods of Beirut, which served
only to aggrovate the confessional polarization with
respect to the army. This, it is true, drowned the
class content of the ongoing struggles, but at the
same Hme it bo general Muslim oppesition
fo the army (whose chief of staff is traditionally @
Maronite). Continuing its trajectory, the Phalongist
party pushed foward a conflict.

On April 13 twen ven Palestinions were slough-
tered in cold blun;r::th Phalangist militio, a
deliberate provocation aimed ot touching off @ con-
frontation that would necessitate the intervention

of the ormy and the proclomation of a stote ot emer=
gency. In reality, the Phalangists wanted the es-
tablishment of @ militory government, which alone
would be copable of guaranteeing the bourgeois
order and imposing the imperialist conditions on

the Palestinion resistance several months before the
opening of the Geneva conference on the Middle
East,

30

The response of the Palestinian fighters was violent:
All the Phalangist headquarters were attacked with
machine guns and mortar; foctories and stores be-
langing to Phalangists were dynamited. It wos o
real war, during which the Phalongists deployed
their whole ormy.

Concurrently, the reformist left warned ogoinst the
army intervention that was demanded by the Pha-
longists. The head of the government, himself o
bourgeois reformist, refused to procloim o state of
emergency. Under these conditions, @ move of force
by the army would hove been seen not s on act of
arbitration, but os an oction to support the Christion
far right; the Muslim majority of the population op-
posed it. (It should be noted that the head of the
government s traditionally @ Muslim.) The Phalang~
ists losp the first round; the strong state was blocked.

They then prepored for the second round. The first
step was to provoke the resignation of the Solh gov-
ernment! The Phalangist ministers withdrew, fol-
lowed by their allies and the representatives of
other bourgeois foctions. On May 15 the head of
the government found himself compelled to resign,
but not before publicly denouncing the Phalangist
plet. On May 21 the Phalangists again leunched
the battle, which had died down after the first
round; they struck with all their strength to turn
the fension to their adventage, They thought they
had created conditions sufficient to carry out their
plen; the president of the republic was with them,

On the night of May 23 the new government was
announced: seven generals and one civilion (a
bonker, es if by chancel). The mixture was well
fhought out: several generaks capable of pleasing
the Muslim population had been chosen. But it did
not work |

Far fram frightening people, the announcement of
the military government provoked a general fnsur-
rection of all the Muslim regions of Lebanon, an
insurrection that fused with the Palestinion resis-
tance already in ploce . Barricades went up every-
where, sandbags were loid out, armed blockades
were formed, advance posts closhed with Phalang-
ists, who were joined by all the reactionories of
the Christian neighborhoods of Beirut.

The military government wos called upon to resign
by a general assembly of religious leoders, notables,
and bourgecis Muslims. But in fact, these people
were only repeating what the insurgent masses were
affirming out loud. The Muslim bourgeocisie, fright=
ened by the prospect of a clash between the army
and @ population that was obviously much more
numersus but also very well armed, hod no choice
but to line up with the mass oppesition to the mili-
tary government. The force of disuasion was very



great; the amy could not risk the adventure. [t is
itself threatened by confessional division,

On May 26, at 2:00 p.m., the military govern-
ment presented its resignation. The Phalongist plot
had failed; bourgesis order wos mere than shaken;
American imperialism received a.new slap in the
face after the blows that hod been dealt it by the
peoples of Indochina. Twelve years after lrag, ten
yeors after Indonesia, eight years after Greece,
and two years ofter Chile, it wos proven once again
— this time through o positive demonstration irstead
of a negative one — that a reactionory coup can

be thwarted and vonquished only by the determina=
tion of the masses to confront it with orms. Portugal
hos already shown the way.

But in Lebanon the arming of the masses is o con=
stant fact of political life. At bottom, the insurrec-
tion was spontanecus; moreover, that is why it was

confessional to a large extent. It is here that all
the opportunism of the Stalinists becomes clear:
They followed the wave, participated in the mobi-
lization, ond took up orms and fought the Phalang-
ists. But their toilendism was obvious os well: They
participated in assemblies that included Muslim no-
tables and bosed themse lves on the confessional
wave without once distinguishing themselves by a
closs voice. They harmonized tatally with the con-
fessional chorus instead of articulating the real
character of the conflicts, their antibourgeois and
anti=imperialist nature. They allowed the Muslim
bourgeoisie to coopt the movement. Further, they
proclaimed their support for the new head of the
government, Karameh, a notorious capitalist! For
them, the stmgﬂie against the bourgeois far right

is carried oyt in alliance with the moderate and
reformist bourgeoisie. For us, this struggle is only
a springboard for the 3tru§gle against the bourgeoi-
sie as a wholel

~

THE INTERVENTION OF THE RCG

The Revolutionary Communist Group in Lebanon, affiliated to the Fourth International,
actively intervened in the recent events in Beirut,

*Militarily, our comrades of the RCG were part of the general armed mobilizdtion in the
populor neighborhoods. They participated on the barricades and in the ormed patrols. In
some neighborhoods, they were members of political-military coordinating committees in-
cluding the organizations of the Palestinian resistance, the Stalinists, and the nationalist
organizations.

*Politically, our comrades distributed several thousand leaflets on May 24 calling for the
overthrow of the military government. They produced a special issue of their fortnightly,
Mal'amal (What Is To Be Done), dealing with the fall of the government of the generals,

several hundred copies of which were sold in the popular neighborhoods,

ed itorial (cont'd. from p. 32)

"the instrument of a terrorist plot prepared against
Argentina by the international compirators of the
Fourth International . " The specialists in torture
shrink from no occusation, no matter how grotesque,
in justifying their actions.

Denunciation of the savage repression being cor=-
ried out by the Argentine government and militant
solidarity with the workers, the vanguard, and all
the victims of this policy must become priority
tasks today. We must not allow the conditions for
another Chile to be ereated in Argentina today,

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISOMERS!

LIFT THE STATE OF SIEGE AND REPEAL THE
"SECURITY LAW™"|

SOLIDARITY WITH THE MOBILIZATIONS OF THE
ARGENTINE WORKERS |

SOLIDARITY WITH ALL THE VICTIMS OF THE TER-
ROR AND REPRESSION CARRIED OUT BY THE
ARMY, THE POLICE, AND THE PARALLEL GANGS
OPERATING IN THE SERVICE OF LOPEZ REGA
AND |SABEL PERON |
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One year after the death of Juon Perén, Argentina As has been proven both by the fallure of the mili-
is racked by a generalized economic, political, tary dictatorship and by the failure of the Sociol
and sociol crisis. Pact, this stabilizotion requires that the working
¢lass be driven back, thot a profound defeat be in-
During the past few months the world economic re- flicted on it. But todoy the regime of lsabel Perén
cession has had its effects in Argentina, cousing @ is too weak and, most important, too badly divided

cki

h.—.
| le-

ing out
an fnstit

o ) legali ind
Crﬂflzed workers shotes hnve not been reuhzed In= which the most savage forms of selective repression
Flation, which wos supposed to have been brought are proliferating.
under control, s once ogain running ot a gallop,

leaders

The econom i Peronist mi
failed compl and journal
cial Pact, too liberal

itionists,
nsidered
today,

workers combativity and contaln wages by relying
on the role ond increased weight of the Peronist The victime of the AAA (Argentine Anticommunist
trade-union bureaucrocy and by making some con= Alliance), whose bodies have been found riddled
cessions, hos ako foiled. The successive readjust- with bullets or burned up dl.rrrng the past year, are
ments of ] | palice
inflation, £h plate com-
literation nged v murders
Hans of the ars | Pena, kid-
farse of the bfying - enos Alres.
democratic and trade-union rights; these mobiliza-
tiors hove challenged the Social Pact, which is The number of political prisoners "placed at the
ROW Seen h?r EVEryone as o weapaon af the b.purwqi- dIiPGEﬂ1 of the executive PO'W'EF ' and Suppﬁiedly
Inst the workers triol ryrs into the thousonds, The aim of
pe
licy
to
of th® work=
ers mavement, whose action, as can be seen in the
But the weight of @ powerful trade-union bureau- many recent conflicts, is challenging both the re-
crocy completely beholden to o bourgeois political gime and the influence of the trade-union bureau-
leadeship (Peranism) and the absence of any polf = r the workers; to prop up the Peronist gov-
ical expressicn for the most combotive sectors of nmernt with the ormed forces. To justify such o
wnrknn who hﬂl.,lﬂ broken in prﬂcﬁ'ce with the bu= Cy and such I"ﬂeThDdi, tHhe Arganﬁna government,

in its official propogonde continues to call
"peaple's government, " hos resorted to old
methods: According to the regime, the struggles

reaucracy continue to limit the offensive capociti
of the proletarial.

Although the present mobilizations, which are mainly of the Argentine vanguard are not rooted in the
defensive, have been able to stymie the projects of objective conditions and social contradictions of
the gmammenf theiv have had i litical outlet the country but are imsteod the product of on inter-
ond thus {

up to

The stfengt

le tas :

like H'ne Bruzlimn pq'nlﬂhrqul in 1954 or the Chilean

praletariat in 1973, continues to be the main ob- In the same way, after the recent arrest of fourteen
stacle to the economic, political, and social sfabi- revolutionary Marxist militants, two of whom were
lization of the Argentine bourgeoisie's and imperi- murdered in cold blood "while trying to escape, "
alism's regime of exploitation, o5 was the case un- the police announced that they had dismantled

der the military dictatership. cont'd. on p. 31
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