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a new situation

cimelging

by JON ROTHSCHILD _,

Egyption officials estimated the crowd that greeted Richard
Mixon when he arrived in Cairo June 12 of 2 million. The
Sadat government had owerlocked no step fo ensure that the
U.5. president, while be might hove fo restrict his Americon
appearances to selected audiences of used car solesmen ond
other cockroach copitalists, would be proparly received in
the Egyptien copital. Workers were given Hme off ot full pay
to line the streets of Mixon's motoreade, schoals were closed,
and the mass media urped the whole populatien of Coiro to
come ouf to greet Mhe “mon of peoce,
ago waos supplying the lsraeli militory with the equipment it
nesded to defend the goins of its June 1947 aggression. Bon-
rers in English were even hung up. "Long live Mixon, the
man of peace ! ™ "We hove confidence in Mixon!" and "God
loves Mixen!"™ were among the most popular, the lost one
cesting alloh into gn ever more exelusive caregory.

who only eight manths

But in spite of the corefully orehestrated choracter of the wel-
come, and in ipite of the undeniable fact that Mixon tried to
usa the pomp and public relations of his Argb East teur to bel-
ster hic increasingly precarious position in the United States,
the size of the crowds, the lengths to which the Egyptian end
Syrian regimes went to please their guest, and the ogreements
and stotemeants signed in Coiro, Jidda, Damascus, Jerusalem,
and Amman sl point fo efements of o new palitical situotion
in the Arak Ecst. In fact, it:is likely thet thi new situation
will mean changes In the alignment of forces in the Ecst that
will be Just os grect as thaze engendered by the lwoeli victor
of 19467 . The precise effects of all the Factors invelved i
new $ituation moy not be fully clear for some fime. But o few
of the chief elements can already be skeiched out: o change
in the relationship of forces between the lsmaeli ond Arab re-
gimes; o change in the relatiomship of forees between the
lsroeli regime and U.S. impericlism; an increase, even if
temparary, in the prestige of the Egyptian and Syrion govern—
ments: a decline in the Kremlin's influence in the region; o
new penetration of the region by U.5. capital and o conse-
quent increase in the polifical influence of Washington at the
expensa nof ::l:r||}-' of Moscow but of UL 5. imperial'lsm'r. Euro—
pean competitors of well.
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All these foctors will in furn leod ro important chonges in the
internal conditions of most of the states of the region. The
aftermath of the lsraeli aggression of 1967 sow the rise of the
Palestinion resistonce movement, which become a determining
factor in the political life of the Arab East. And.in turn, the
way in which the Palestinian movement responds to the after-
math of the October War will hove a significant effect on the
future political evalution of the Arab East. The Palestinien
response, becouse of ifs impertance ond complexity, deserves
to be treated separately. But that response cannct be properly

urderstood without an exomination of the abjective situation
within which the Palestinian movement -— and the revolution=
ary movement in the whole Arab East as well == will hove to
function.

The October War and the

peaceful solution

|n-early 1970, Gamal Abdel Messer, then Egyplion heod of
stete, lounched o “war of atfrition” agaimt the |sroeli forces
camped an the emtern bank of the Suez Canal; His aim was
nal o drive the cccupiers off the Sinoi peninsula, but to put
sufficient pressure on the Zionist state to compel| it fo moke
concsssions that could allow Caire to opan negotiations with
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a possibility of achieving a portial lsraeli withdrawal. War of
attrition it the warst kind of bottle for the Isroeli stote to fight.
It offers no oppertunities for the decisive lightning break-
throughs in which the Zienist command exeels. It costs mon=
ey, as eguipment is used wp without preducing any compen—
satory military or political gains. And it costs cosualties,
which are immedicfely felt in o country with a population of
less than 3 million.

The lsraeli regime responded to Mamser's war of aktrition by
carrying cut deep=penetration oir raids on the Nile Valley,
hitting, opart from military targets, factories ond workers
neighborhosds. Thase roids on civilien targefs, combined
with the simultonecus rise of the Palestinian resistapce mave-
ment, which had taken its ploce a3 the second-most active
sector of the colonie! revalution (affer Vietnam), and the in-
crease in lsroeli ferrarism against the occupied Arab popula-
tans, began to erode the international suppert that the Zion-
jat state hod until then been able to count en. At the same
time, the Egyption government purchosed edvenced enfi-gir-
craft missiles from the Soviet Union, ond thot made the lsroeli
raids: increasingly eostly.

As the war of attrition dragged on, the Americen ruling closs
devised a “"peoce plan” for the Arab Eest. Mamed after Wil-
licm Rogers, then the U.5. secretary of state, if entoiled o
cease—fire betwean the Arab regimes and |sroel ond the open-
ing of necatictions aimed at orranging on lseeeli withdrowa|
From same of the Arab territories cccupied since June 1967

in axchange for Arob recognition of the legitimacy of the
Fionist state, A subordinate, ‘and nof always openly articu-
lated, aspect of the Rogers Plan held out the possibility of
the establishmant of a rump Palestinian stofe in fhe West Bank
of the Jordan River ofter the lsroeli withdrawal.

The Messer gavermment accepted the Ragers Plan in principle
ond the wer of otfrition wos ended. Sections of the lsraeli
ruling class; concerned cbout the growth of the Palestinion
movament, were likewise inclined fo accept it, seeing it os

a way of exchanging small parcels of territory for lang-term
irsurance ogainst the rising threat to Zionism represented by
the Arob revolution and it most active companent, the Pal-
estinien movement. But the overwhalming majority of the
leadership of the Palestinion resistance rejected the plan as
an attempt to liquidaie the Palestinian couse. The Polestinian
rejection of the Rogers Plan, combined with the revelutionory
threat the fedayeen represented in Jordan, resulted in King
Hussein's lounching o war of annihilation ogainst the Pales-
tinian mevement in September 1970. Hussein's victory in the
civil war should have allowed for implementation of the"peace-
ful solution” fo the Arch-lsraeli conflict, according to the
caolculotions of U.5. imperialism and the Arob regimes.

But jronically, Hussein's very success doomed the Rogers Plan.
With the power of the Palestinion movement thoroughly broken,
the lsreeli rulers saw no reoson to concede terrifory. Tel Aviv's
position consequently hardened. Further, the Palestinion de-
fect triggered a general shift to the right in the polifics of the
Arab region. With lsreeli power seemingly absalute, with the
war of attrition ended, and with the decline of the Palestinion
movement, U.5. imperialism saw no reason for dissatisfection
with the status quo, especially os it was precccupied with the
deteriorating situation in Indochina. So the Bagers Plan was
shelved. Washingten mede no effort to impase —- or even pro—
pose -- o “"peoceful solution. "

Throughout 1971, 1972, and most of 1973, then, the Arob
regimes were rapped in o situation of “no wer, no peoce "
The military power of Egypt and Syria was belstered by the
latest in Soviet weaponry, but neither Cairo nor Domascus
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hod sufficient strength, or for that matter desire, & alesof
to dislodge the Israell cccupation froops by force. Conser—
rently, the mess movement in Egypt begen fo rise. In 1592
and 1773 studenk shrikes and demanstrations in Cairoond Al-
exandrio led to big cleshes with the palice. In Helwon, cen-
ter of the Egvption fextile industry, there were strikes in both
the public and private sectors. Vonguard elements in the
Egyptian trade-union movement were beginning to forge links
with the radical students, some of whom were developing
critiques of the politics and ideology of Mosserizm. The Egyp=-
tian economy, like the economies of most underdeveloped
capitalist countries, waos especially suffering the eHects of
the intermational crisis of the capitalist economy. The Arob
masses were demanding that "their" governments toke sheps
to liquidate the fruits of the 1967 laraeli aggression. Sodat's
prastige in the Arab world had sunk so low that his nome wos
[fttle more thon a joke from the MNile Volley o the Arob-
Persien Gulf. A new idiom woas coming into vogue in the
Arobic lenguage: When someons mede o statement others
considered absurd exaggerotion or stupid bombast he would
be answered with the question, Who do vou think you are,
Amwar el=3adat?

Under such conditions, no Arab regime could simply give up
and directly accept o copitulatory seftlement with Tel Aviv,
The Sedat regime mode every effort to hold out concessions
to U_5. imperialism in order to induce it to put some pressure
ar the lsroeli stote, the most dramatic exomple being the ax-
pirlsfon in the summer of 1972 of the Soviet military techni-
ciarns working in Egypt. But nething worked . By the gutumn
of 1973, the Sadct government was in danger of imminen!
collapse, ot even sections of the armed forces began 1o turn
agoinst the regime.

With the parspective of launching a "war of liberation” ruled
out by the very nature of the Egyption and Syrion regimes,
and with avert acceptance of |sroeli demands for open capitu-
lation excluded by the probobilitye of o revolutionary mass
reaction, the "pegceful solution,” like the Sadat regime it1=
salf, seemed of an imposse.

The October War wos lounched to resolve thet dilemma. |1
wos o war aimed of “peace, " a military ocficn designed to
provoke diplomatic activity that less drostic actien hod failed
to produce. The gool of the Egyptien and Syrion governments
was to conalize the rise of populor discontent and af the same
tirme force UL 5. imperialism ta intervene in the conflict fo
pressure Tel Aviv ro abandon it ultra-arregent attitude, fo
settle the contentious “Polestinian problem, " and to direct
massive ecanemic aid to the faltering economies of the non-
eil-praducing Arab states.

And the war's results

Militarily, the Qcrober Wer was a defeat for the Arab re-
gimes. The lsraell army advanced further fnfo Syria. On the
Egyption frent, while Egyption troops were able to refake
some territory east of the Suez Canal, the lsraeli breakthrough
in the centrol sector of the conal and the enclave created on
the western bank effectively surrounded the Egyption Il Corps
an the southern sector of the eocsters bonk. Hod the cease—
fire not gone inte effect, 1t is probable that the HI Comps
waould have been annihilated, a preparatory step for the Zion-
ist commard furning its atfention to the 1l Corps on the north=
em sector of the conal.

But the purely military sihuotion must be viewed in the pelit-
ical context of the needs of the Zionist state. Since ifs foun—
dation in 1948, thot state has been able to deternine the
military course of events in the region with virtvally complete



freedom. It hes been able fo decide what territory o foke
and when; it has been able to sirike with impunity at any part
of the eastern Arab world . Continual demonstration of that
power hos been — and will continue fo be — a comentone
of Zionist policy. 5o the focts that the Arob ormies mode
some gains at the beginning of the war, that at the war's
conclusion some of those gains stifl remained intoct on the
Egyptian front, and that the Syrian ermy (hitherto considered
the weakest Arab army by the Zionist command] was able fo
waga a war of attrition far several months after the October
cease-fire modified the relationship of forces batween the
Isroeli stote and the Arab regimes. There con be no doubt
that Tel Aviv's inability to decisively crush the Syrien and
Egyption armiss as it did in 1947 i3 one of the factors that
has allowed implementation of the "peoceful solution” to be
placed on the order of the doy.

At the some time, the war shifted the reloriorship of forces
between Tel Aviv and Washington in fovor of the [etter, Here
again, the chonge must be viewed in the context of the needs
aof Zionist policy. While it is true that the lsroeli rzgime has
always been o subordinate ally of Washington, it is importan!
nat to asimilote the position of the Zionist regime to that of
o U.5. puppet like the Saigon government. The lsraeli ruling
class has o genuine sociol base . It i supported by the vast
majerity of the |ssoeli-Jewish population, which is; in lorge
part, proletarian incomposition. 5 the interests of the ls-
roeli ruling cless, while they generally dovetail those of LLS.
imperialism, are not identical to them.

In the past == especially since 1967 -= the lsraeli government
hos been able to deal with Washingten from a position of
strength. U.5. imperialism simply had no other option thon

te malntain the lzroeli stote ax the only feasible counterreva-
lustionary cop in the region. The entire ruling class in the
Linited States, even thot section of it whose major ecenomic
interests lie in the Arcb world, hos been unenimous in its un-
conditional support fo the lsroeli military mochine. This hes
meant that Weshington has hod little leverage ageinst the Is-
raeli govemment whenever conflicts of interest have arisen.
U.5, jmperialism's only sericus source of pressure — denying
aid or arms to Tel Aviv — would hove been os domaging to
Washington's inferests as to Tel Aviv's. That sifliotian hoes now
been partially medified by the October War. [t is chsalutely
clesr, for example, that the lsraeli regime did not want o
accept the cease=fire thot prevented it feom pursuing its of-
fensive an the Egyption front fo the bitter end. |t broke the
cease=-fire once to complete its encirclement of the Egyption
Il Corps. It would have liked to break it o second Hme to
annihilate the 111 Corps. But, as Mashe Dayan rether mefully
akserved, it is not eosy to goe against the wishes of o country
that is supplying you in the morming with the ammunition you
have to use that afterncon. While, o3 we shall see, U.5. im—
perialism hes in ne way changed its commitment fo preserve
the Zionist siate ond to equip it with an armed force that can
be used successful ly against the Arob revolution, itis never-
theless true that Washington is now in o much stronger pesition
than it was before the October War to impose its demands on
the lsroeli rulers.

These two foctors == Washington's sirengthened ocicendancy
over Tel Aviv and the shift in the relationship of forces be-
tween lsrael ond the Ardb states —— have enabled the Egyptian
ond Syrian governments to engage in @ formidoble campaign
of mystification gimed at portraying the sequels to the Octo-
ber War as steps toward the liberation of Palestine and Sodat
o= o modern-day Saladin embodying the hopes of the whaole
Arab nation. One aspect of that mystification has been the
spreading of the nation that the Americon government has in
some way altered its commitment to the Zionist state, that it

Sadot and Arafat of Fateh. How will Palestinians react?

is now interested in freely daling owt economic assistance to
the Arob peoples, The temporery fncrease in Sodat's prestige
has enabled him fo complete his furn te U.5. imperialism
under the pretexr that he is not selling out the espimtions of
the Arab masses but on the contrary is helping to Fulfill them,

All this represents the bockground to Mixen's four of the Arob
East. The wormth with which he wos received reflechs the
present confloence of Tnterast between L5, imperialism and
the Argb ruling closses .

Washingtor's new offensive

The central ohjective of the 1.5, ruling clos in the "peoce
process” now under way in the Arab Eost s to recover the
ground it lost in the region during the lote 1960: and early
1570 and to extend its influence in the amea, solidifying that
influence by estoblishing bonds of economic end political de-
pendence batwesn the Arab states and Washington. This in-
valves reducing Soviet power and influence ond strengthening
its hold on the oil-producing states, notobly Saudi Arabia,

in arder to make economic gains af the experse of Eurcpean
imperiglism. The cosfs of this American operation will be
borne not by the U, 5. copitalist closs but by its lsroeli for-
tress. |n exchonge for the exponsion of American economic
and political influence, the Zicnist state will have ta make
certain territerial concessions.

In the June 12 jssue of the Paris daily Le Mande, Eric Rou=
legu summarized some of the current cbijectives of U_5. policy
in the Arab Exst: "To wpplont the USSR in the countries in
which it still exercises a certoin influence; to win new polit-
ical and economic pasiticns; possibly to cust Eurapean compe—
titors, who are alio seeking morkets to restabilize their bal-
ance of trode and payments; no goal seems too embitious for
Americon strategists tedey. True, the conjunchure born of the
Clctaber Waor is encouroging them. Commercial exchanges be-
tween the United States and the Meor Eost ere on the rise
again. Egypt and Syric hove loosened up their laws to ottract
foreign capital; the Celro government is generously handing
out oil exploration contracts to Americon companies. And,
while ewaiting receipt of the 5250 million Mixen has promised
for recomstruction of the cities along the Suez Canal, Ameri-
can technicians are contributing to unblecking the waterway.
U.5. investment in Egypt is already showing signs of becom-
ing an impartant sector of American investment in the under-
developed world. Five big hotels are scheduled fo be built
in Egypt (one will be directed by Mixon's brother]. The Im-
part-Export Bank hes granted Egypt two loans that ameunt ta
£180 millien. The Mixon odministration hos proposed 5250
million worth of government aid fo Caira.
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The declaration signed by Mixon and Sadat on June 14 codi-
fied the plans fo increase U.5. penetration of the Egyption
aconomy. |n the decloration Mixon declared his willingness
to "help strengthen the finencial structure of Egypt, ™ 1o help
reconstruct the cities along the Svez Conal, to encournge
Ll.5. corporations to invest in Egypt, and te urge Congress
to approve large-scale aid to Coiro. An especially signifi-
eant portion of the declaration stated that Weshingfon and
Caira "will begin negetiation of an agreement for coopera-
tion in the field of nuelear energy under guananteed safe-
guards.. Upon conclusion of such on agreement the United
States is prepored to sell nuclear rescters and fuel to Egypf.

“Achially,” Henry Tanner pointed out in the June 13 MNew
Yaork Times, "the sale of nuclear fuel to Egypt will begin
immediately, The joint decloration instructs the U.5. Atamic
Energy Commission fo conclude a provisional agreement with
Egypt covering such sales panding completion of negotiations
an the Full agreement. " (It should be noted that Egypt already
hes bwo atomic reasters, which were provided by the Soviet
Unian. The new agreement with Washington will free Caire
from dependence on Moscow far nucleer fuel far those reac-
tors.} On June 14 the Cairo daily al-Ahram reported thet
work an the first Egyptian atomic power station fo be built
with U.5. assistance would begin in 1975, The station is
scheduled to be operative by 1981; it will cast 5250 million.
Wark on g second station will reportedly begin in 1977; it
will be Finiched by 1983, The second reactor will be equipped
with units for desclinating seo woter,

Sections of the U.5. press reacted to the Egyptian—American
agreement by voicing concern that Sedat eould duplicate In-
dira Gandhi's tactice and eonsign the plufonium byproduct of
the atamie reactors for praduction of a fission bomb. That pes-
sibility, however, is the least imporfant aspect of the ogree—
ment. The really significont thing — apart from the symbolic
and propagends effect of the deal, which may be analagous
to the propegands reaped by the Kremlin when it picked up
the tab for the Aswan dam -- is that the agreement estoblishes
lang-term economic bonds between Weshingtan and the Egyp-
tion government. Mere construction of the plants will toke
necrly a decade . Further, the increase in eleciric power re-
sulting from the reactors' cutput will provide elements for an
economie infrastructure that will make further Americen in-
vestment that much more attroctive and profitable.

In this respect, Egypt offers a better fiald for imperialist in=
vestment than do many other underdeveloped capitalist coun=
tries, The Egyption working closs iz not insignificant numeri-
cally; more than eighty years of imperialist investment (since
the British sccupation of 1881) have created an infrastruchure
mare flexible and extersive than that which exfsts in most of
Asia end Latin America, not fo mention the rest of Africa.
And Finally, it is usually eosier (and more profitable} for cop-
ital to Flow into projects aimed af reconstructing industry thot
hes been destroyed by wor than to initiate totally new indus-
trial development. The Egyptian plans te reconstruck and en-
large the Suez Canal, to rebuild the canal cities, ond to ex-
pand the country's tourfst industry ore projects that are nof at
all unrealistic from the standpoint of Egyption and internc-
tianal capitalism. For the American copitalist class, these
prajects represent not only profit-generating possibilities, but
alse political insurance that e Egyption regime will not be
in a posifion fo break with Washington as it did after the 1967
war .

For Sadat, the importation of Americon capital will be doubly
beneficial. First, the reconsfruction process financed in part
by U.5. capital will afford an opportunity to ecse Egypt's
unemployment and housing problems, o5 the refuges popula— |
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Hon now concentrated in Cairs and the rest of the ks dalta
can be expected to return to its homes along the cansh. Sec-
ond, the consequent “boom™ of the Egyption economy, espe-
cially if it is occompaniad by further |sraeli withdrowals from
the Sinai peninsula, con be expected fo divert the dimatizfoc-
ticn of the Egyptian werkers and peasants. Such is Sodats
hope .

The cenvergence of frterasts between the Egyptian and Amer-
iean regimes, then, is based on Sodat's determination hoex=
tract himself fram his shaky econemic and political sihmation
with the aid of U.5. copital and U.5. imperialism's deter-
mination to simultaneois ly teke advontoge of the Egyption
market and reestablish irs palifical influence over the most
impartant country in the Arab woor fd

The second axis of Washington's drive toward Pox Americana
in the Arab Eest runs thraugh Soudi Arobie. Both Soudi Arabic
and the emiretes of the Arab-Parsion Gulf hove accumuloted
enarmaus sums of money from their ail incore during recent
vears. Until recently, these holdings have sab idly in impe-
riafizt banks. The international monetary crisis and the de-
valuction of varisus Westarn currencies have heavily reduced
the walue of these heldings. This hos led the stotes concerned
to seek mare profitable areas of investment. The direction
Saudi investment has taken has clearly been of benefit to
American copitalism. The Saudi regime hat proposed investing
in the Americon petroleum industry, o plan that fully corres-
pands to that industry's need far copital for expansion. Ancth-
er section of Soudi holdings s ooing to finonce projects being
carrled out elsewhere in the Areb world in cooparation with
American imperialism. {The oil pipeline running frem Suaz to
the Mediterranean is an example .}

The June 22 issue of The Economist took nofe-of thiz mipect
of the Saudi-American allionce: "It opsears that the co-op-
erotion between Saudi Arabic ond America that was announced
two weeks ago is likely to become evary bit ox imporfant os
First suspected.. Saudi Arobia's surples oil revences, which
will be far bigger than any other country's, will lorgely be
recycled through Americe both in investmants and os imports
of Americon goods ond services. In the paf few months Soudi
officicls have rodically revised their sraditiona| ulfro-corser—
votive aMitudes towands investments. They realise that they
connot for leng centinue to invest their surplus funds in shorf-
term occounts and they claim thet they are only doing 5o now
an the odvice of western bonkers. The Sawdis want soon fo
start moking lorge investments in selected American company
sfock, in property and inrefinery and in petrochemicel pro-
jects. The present siofe of the American stock market frightens
many would-be fnvesters, but the Saudis, who would invest
for the long term, smell bargeing. They emphasise, though,
that they will be unwilling to fake a wholly possive role and
for thot recson will expand some existing Arab banks, perhaps
create some new ores, and perheps ferm other organisations
staffed with expert odvisers, many of them non—Asb, fo help
to overcome thair awn self-acknowledged shortage of business
expertise. ”

In the some orticle, the leading organ of British finonce cop-
ital tosk o smug ottitude toward some secondary effects of the
U.5,~Soudi alliance. Discussing the recent meeting of the
Orgenization of Patraleum Exporting Countriss (OPEC), held
in Buito, Exwador, The Econemist chserweds =The decision
af the _ . . OPEC . . . fo roise some creds off prices by 10-
12 cents @ barre| wos hordly the most significant result of the
mesting ot Guite. Much more Tmporiont wes the refusal of
Saudi Arohia, Opec's largest produces, Sosgrse fo 2ven 5o
nominal @n incranse and fo express it dissomement publicly.
This should kill any remaining doukls sScul S Soudi's pre-



viously announced intention to lower prices. What is more,
the public disagreement, which wos backed up by hard words
from the Saudis in private, probobly means that they will con-
tinue ta push on other frants for price reductions. Given their
strangth inail, the Soudis cen hardly fafl to succeed unless
semathing totally unfareseen happans.”

The interpenetration of Saudi end U, 5, copital ensures on the
one hand that the Saudi rulers will not take meosures that
would domoge U3, economic interests, ot their own woisld
be simulranesusly domaged as well. |n oddition, it means
that meunting Seudi Tnvestments in the rest of the Argb warld
{especially Egypt) can serve as o susplementary farce playing
the some role ot the American investments bath pelitically
and economically. The Seudi-American allience is further
cemented by the agreements that hove been signed beteesn
the twa countries praviding for |erge=scole sales of LIL5. arm
to Riyadh. On the one hand, balstering the strength of the
Saudi armed farces provides Waoshingtan with yet anather reli=
able cop in the Arab-Parsian Gulf; and on the ather hend,
the fact that Saudi Arabia will pay for its ams in cash will
have the effect of relieving balance of poyments pressure on
the. United States, os some of the oil revenue flowing to Soudi
Arabia will be redirected bock fo the Unired Srates. This iz
an advantage that na European imperiolist pawer can avail
itself of,

The strengthening of Washingten's elready important bond

with Saudi Argbic and the solidifying of the rew Egyptian—
American relationship were rounded oot with the reesfablish-
ment ef diplamatic relations between Washington and Damas-
cut. The Syrian=-American rapprochement will undoubtediy
procesd at o slower poce than the: ane betwesn Egypt and the
United Stores, both because of Syria's grecter dependence on
the Seviet bureaucrocy and because of the relatively less prof-
itable market that Syria represants for U. 5. imperialism. PMev=
artholems, the Mixon odministration has adked the L. 5. Con-
gress for 3100 millien in cantingency aid far Syria, and it is
cearcaly likely that the Bogthist regime will evince either the
inelination ar the obility o maintain iz esrlier anti-Washing-
tan pelicy in foce of pressure frem Egypt and Soudi Arcbia
and aid offers from the Ul.5. governmant.

The Israeli connection

The new drive of U.5, imperialism te expand it influence
and power in the Arab world does not ot all mean that Wash-
ington hos decided to nullify i ellionce with the [sraeli state.
The lsroeli mulers are wel| aware thot the agreements signed
between the United Stakes and the Arab countries will not
strangthen the ability of the Asob states ta fight lsrael .. On
June 12, speaking of the Weizmann science Tnstitute in Re-
hovoth, lsreeli Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin absarved that
mhan the Aroh states are preparing for war, it's not rap=
prochement with the United States that they want. They aim
at that only when they need matericl aid devalop their
aconsmies. That is why this development of Arab-American
ralations should net touch off too much uneasiness in lsroel,
espacially since we know that the Linited States wants o
strong lseoel . ®

Besoeiated Fress reparts indicated that lsraeli rulers were
saying much the same thing in private. Oine unidentified lead-
er ramarked, "If you drow up o balance of the risks and ad-
vantages that this rapprochement represents for lsroel, you

see that the result is clearly pasitive, in lorge part because
this process cannot ga on except ot the axperse of the Soviet
Union. And lsreel prefers fo see an increose in the inFluence
in the Arab countries of o friendly country like the United

States rather than of a superpower that is hostile to larsel,
like the Soviet Linjon "

When Mixon got fo Jerusalem on his tewr, he left no doubt
that American imperilism did Todeed “want a strang lsroel !
The joint lireeli-American communiqué relecsed af the end

of the visit promised for the first time "long—term” military
aid to the Ziomist stote . Previously, U3 ofd o lsrael had
bean negatioted on o yeor-by-year basis. The military oid
Washington will extend to lsroel during the nesxt several years
wos reported 1o have been fixed at an averape of 51,500 mil-
lion o yeer, In addition, Mixon signed on agreement promising
tyrael the same sort of nucleor aid-as hod been gronted Egypr.
In fact, the new spening of Egypt o Amearican investmant
will increme, nol decreose, lsrael's importance lo Washing-
tor. The Egyptian regime i3 3fill far from hoving developed
enough stability to sarve os o reliable imperialist waichdog
in the Arab Emt. The expansion of U.5. investment in Egypt
will simply mean that Woshingtan will hove mare to prorect,
and this gssures the Zionist stote of contineed LILS . suppart.

Meverthe less, the now eourse of L5, paliey in the Arab
Enst does nat iully correspand to the Tmmedicte interasts of
the lsroeli ruling class. The lsroefi rolers will hove no chaice
but to relinguish same of the Arab territory they have held
since 1967 . And while relinguishing some territory surely
represents no lang-term threot to the existence of the Jionis
state it iz still the caze that the majerity of the lsmeli wling
class would prefer not to yield tercitarial concessions. This
relative conflict between Washingtan and Tel Aviv will have
a twofold effect on lsracli palicy. First, Tel Aviv will demand
the highest poasible price from Washington in exchange far
its territorial losses, whatever they moy be, This undoabtedly
partially secounts for the curren! large incroase in American
aid to lsreel. Second, the lsreel: rulers will cftempt b [irad
ways of remsserting their military hegemony cver the Arab
East, ways that da not fundomentally canflict with Washing-
tan's earefully arranged "paoce scenaria." The necesity of
the lsraeli ruling class finding ways to do this is all the mere
pressing in view of the ideclogics| "sorthguake” fouched aff
in lsrael by its reletive sethock during the Octaber Wor, that
is. ifs inability to annihilate the Egyption and Syrion armies.
— — — =
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Lebanese rescue workers remove bedy of child killed in
lsrmeli bombing raid.
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For the Zionist ruling class, thers is one time-tested means
of asserting power in the Arab Ecst, and that is killing Arabs.
Exactly which Arobs are killed must of course vory with the
peliticel and milifary situation in the region. With "disen-
gogement" effected on the Egyption front and beginning to
take effect on the Syrian front, and with the Jordanian bor-
der quier, one tempting target presents Thelf: Lebanon, a
country thet connot defand itself and hos a large Palestinion
populotion fo boot,

The lsreeli rulers lost no time. Mixon left lsrael for Jordan,
the last stop in his "peace pilgrirmage, " on June 17. On June
18 lsraeli planes struck ot Palestinion refugee comps in Leb-
ancn. On June 17 they struck egain, and yet again on June
20. The Isroeli regime's excuse for the etocks was the usual
rnes its need fo "defend” irelf by hitfing bock at Palestinian
liberation fighters, "These corsecutive roids are meant os o
signal thot we have reached a bracking peint, " an lsroeli
official said on June 20. "This new government s camposed
of military men who are not prepared to tolerate attacks an
the civilion pepulation.” On June 24 Babin enncunced that
Isreel hod entered o stoge of "perpatual war" ageinst the
Polestinian fedayean.

Apart from the sbservation thot there are few sther countries
in the world fn which an official could explain that the gow-
ernmeant cannot tolerate artacks on civilions becouss it is
compased of military men (who just hoppen to maoke thair [Tv-
ing by killing civiliars) and apart from noting the ireny — ¢
should we soy pothalogical arragance — of explaining thet
the government will express ik ronteleration of "attacks on
the civilian population”™ by attacking a civilian populatien,
we should paint out that the raids on Lebanon have lintle if
anything to do with opposing Palestinion "terrarism. ™

The foct of the matter 5 rather mare simple. The raids, which
after three days bod killed at least 150 civiliens, are an cp-
plization under the current delicate circumstances of the
leng—standing Zienist policy of rerrarizing the Arob world and
Flaunting the pawer of the Zionist state, They are the Isroel

regime's way of shawing the Arab world that thinms bowe not
changed that much offer all. And they ore o mecns of shewing
the lsroeli population that the "earthquoke" hos not destroyed
the lsraeli state's ability o inflict murderous punishesnt on

o section of the Arob world, "peogce pilorimoge™ or ot .

The plam of W.5. imperialism in the Arab East fodoy oe
transparent. Washingten intends to bolster the role of Soudi
Arabia within the Areb world ond cement i allionce with
the Saudi femily on both the economic and polifical levels.
It intends fo pry the Sodot government oway from the Soviet
bureaucracy definitively, pouring copital into Egypt with the
aim of defleeting the working-closs and student movemanis
there. The Syrian regime is to be neutralized, if it connol be
directly drewn into the American orbit as well. Oppesition
amang the Arab mosses to the new U.5. penetration of the
eastern Arab world is to be countered through o combinafion
of economic davelopment financed by Americon copital and
territoriol concessions wrung out of the Zionist state. At the
same fime, the lsroeli army will remain os the central guoron-
tor of stobility in the reafon. The result is fo be o new Amer-
ican hegemony over all the stotes in the eostern Argh world .

Already the American plan has teken big steps forward. But
it is for from having succeeded. The major obstocle to it
success is the oppasition == actual or potenticl —- of the Arah
workers and peosants. L. 5. imperialism's re-enfry into Egypt
hos alreedy required and will continue to require changes in
the Egyption socioecancmic structure that will undoubtedly
provoke opposition from the Egyptian population. And at the
same Hme, thefe remains the "prablem” thar created the
Arab-lsraeli conflict in the first ploce: the denial of the no-
tional rights of the Palestinian Arahs .

The pext stages in the development of the Arab Eme will there=
fore revalve oround twe decisive questions: the response of

the Egyption mosses te Sadat's "de-Mosserization™ progrem

and the respamse af the Polestinian resistance movement to

the oltempts to impose the "peaceful solution. " Fulure articles
in INPRECOR will return ta these twa problems,
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MIURDERL
ANTIFASCIST MIELITANT

"It has been o long fime since the violence of the capitalist
class stalked the streets of this country quite as openly as on
Saturday aftemoen, 15 June, " said the June 20 issue of Red
Weekly, poper of the International Marxist Group, British
section of the Fourth International. "While the National
Front proudly paraded their vile doctrines of race hatred
through the streets of Loadan, the police meted sut brutal
punishment to those wha dared to challenge the fascist threat.

“Between them they can cloim the responsibility for the death
of Kevin Gately -- the first of cur comrades to fall in the
fight ogalrst rocism and fascism.™

Gately, a 21-year-ald student from Warwick University and
a sympathizer of the IMG attending his fist palitical demon-
stration, waos murdered June 15 by London cops wha ottacked
a demonstration of some 1,000 militants protesting o meeting
against immigronts being held by the foseist organization Ma-
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tional Front. The stoted purposs of the MNational Front rally
and march was to protest the Labour government's decision

to grant amnesty fo people who had been declared illegal
immigrants under the T97T |mmigration Act. But beyond the
immediate purpose, the Mational Front —— which has engaged
in a not insignificant number of attacks on individuals and
bookshops of the werkers movement —-wanted to stage o show of
force on the strests thot could bolster their recent successes
in several local by-elections. (In Newham they ook 12 per-
cent of the vate, pushing the Tories into fourth place ond in
the Laicester council by-clection they took 25 parcent, com-
ing in second after the Tories.)

The counterdemonstration wos supported by Liberation (o co-
lonial freedom group), the |MG, and others. |t exceeded the
Matione! Front rolly in size. Jockie Stevens, o member of
the | MG whe hod occompanied Gately to the demonstration,
explained how the police ottock on the antifoscist militants



started: "We turned into Red Lisn Sguore, obr arms linked
together, We came across o line of police, and behind them
were mounted police. When we tried fo get fhrough fo Con-
way Hall, the police drew their batons and chorged. . . .
fell and wos frodden on by o hamse and beaten on the heed.
Owur arms became unlinked ond | ¢idn't see Kevin agoin.
There was blood all aver the place and teeth lying on the
ground. The police were sereeming and shouting. We were
all bunched up with horses on top of us. It was an absolutely
horrific scena ™

“it was an absolutely
horrific scene”

There s svidence that the pelize attack waos designed not
only to brutalize but even tokill. Ron Singer, o dockor at
Balingbroke Hospital in London told Red Weekly: "] was pres-
ant of the demonstrotion and ofter maunted police chorged

in Theobald's Rood | sow a man being taken by two police-
men away from the crowd. He wos bleeding profusely from

ot leost ane cut on his bead. | went up to him and told the
police sergeant that | was o decter and would like to exam-
ine the man's wound ., The policeman said thot he did not care
what | wos ond that iF | did not get eut of the way he would
arrest me foo. "

Even Sydney Bidwell, Lobour member of Parliament for South-
all and chairman of the Lendon couneil of Liberation, ac-
cused the cops of attocking the antifascist militonts "with
great ferscity." "Maunted police, ™ he sald, "were diiving
people before them. | hod to nip sut of the way myelf.
riarrow |y escoped being trampled by a horse. "

Despite the obvious foct that the cops had viciously omaulted
the antifoscist demonstratars, the British capitalist press tried
to present the clashes — and even the death of Gately — as
the Fault of the antifascists. ". . - much of the responsibility
miust rest on the organisers of the lefi-wing counterdemonstre-
tion to the Mational Frant's original anti-immigration march, ®
wrate the June 22-28 Economist. Most British papers sven
claimed for several days that the couse of Gately's death

was not known . "There wera some signs,” the Dally Express
wrote, "that death could have been from naturol couses (1),
probably cerebral haemarrhage . ™ The June 17 issue of the
Evening Standard (first editien) attributed Gately's death o
Sasphyxfa"! Even the Guordian as late az June 18 was writ-
ing, “. . . the left has produced nobody wha saw Mr. Gately
actually hit. It seems maore likely thet he received the blow
from a foot when he wes on the ground in the melee.”

in reality, though, it was clesr fo everyone except the most
myopic and cynical that Guately was killed by the clubs of
the Landon cops. And the laft movement began to orgonize

a resporse . On Soturday, Jure 22, some 6, 000 people marched
in London in a memarial march for Gately. On Sunday, June
23, there was an anti=foscist march of 10,000 in London in
mamary of Gately. In oddition ta the IMG, the International
Socialists, the Warwick Students Union, and ather political
groups, the June 23 morch war attended by & aumber of trade-
unien councils. Jack Calling, Kent area representative on

the National Executive of the Mational Union of Minework-
ers, gave a solidority siatement to Red Weekly that said in
part: "The TUC {Trades Union Congress) and the argonised
working elass should demand a halt to the growth of fascism
and use whatever tactics are necessary to halt the sprecd of
this evil. . . . The quesfion of free speech for the faseisis

hos been decided mony times — in the Western Desert, in

the cities of Coventry, London, Waorsaw, ond Stolingred,

and recently in the stadium ot Santiogo, in Chile. Allowing
people fo preach poison must nat be confused with free speech.
We hove seen fascism on the march befere and we do not in-
tend to let them pass. The killing of the yaung student should
serve as g weming fo the warking closs, end we must demand
the fullest enguiry. The guilty people, the people who issued
the orders, must be brought to book. We must hove unity of
the working class on a united, anti-fascist fromt. | the worl-
ing cloms ond tocialist organisations de nat unite, we will nat
be doing cur duty te the internotional working class. "

And, Tnfact, the bureaverats of the Labeur party have hardly
been doing their duty 1o the internotions| werking elas . The
June 20 Red Weekly pointed out the danger of the fascist
threat and the necessity of a united working-class response .
"Satsrday is olso o reminder of the fact that the Matianal
Frontand the capitalist stote are on the same side, that they
bath fight ta protect the rule of the copitalists. The forces of
'low ond erder’ will give the foscists the profection they need
to carry out their dirty business, and, 1 the capitelist closs
decides it is of ute to them, will provide the fascists with
cover for illegal and vialent actions ogainst warkers and so-
cialists.

"The fascists ore o threat. |f they are allowed to crganise ond
extend their influence, they will find a place in the plans of
the besses to brealk the resistance of the workers movement.

"That is why we marched on Soturday . Bul we were faw in
numbers. That is another reason why there wos viclence .

"I Saturday's demonstration had been supported by all those
wha are threatened by the fescist menoce -- socialists, trade
unianists, blocks, and immigrants — there would have been

no vialence.

"The fascists would hove been too terrified to crowl eut of
thair sewers, and tha police would have put away their clubs
ard turred politely to directing traffic.

“Thare must nat ba anather 15 June . We must prevent it; not
by bowing our heads and allowing the fascists fo conspire
against us, but by turning cut in future in such force, in such
an immanse display of unity ond power, that the forces of
reaction ond of the state will koep their distonce and keep
their HAMNDS OFF THE ANTI-FASCIST MOVEMENTIL

"For an immediate labour-movement inguiry into the death
of Kevin Gately! For the immediate scrapping of the police
‘special patrol groups'| The Labour government must ban all
future foscist demomstraticons, and the labour movement must
mobilise to prevent the foscists demenstrating!”

The strength of the antifascist movement may well be tested
soon. The Matianal Front, alang with the Ulster Defense
Aesociation, bas called for o moss march in Landon on tuly
13, & provocation not only egainst immigrants, antifescishs,
ard the British workers, but ogainst the Irish people as well.
The whole British laft hos demanded that fhe Labour govemn-
ment forbid this march ond hat called for o huge counterdem-
onstration in London on that day.
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by A.UDRY.

MOVES TO

On June 10 the fallawing announcement was mode an Portu=
guese television sereers: “The broodoost hos been suspended
by orders from above " Farty=sevan days after the "coup, "
the Jufita wos shawing Tn the most direct way that it intended
ta "toke things in hond.” On June 14 it took direct control
af telavisiog broadeasting. That meosure wes rounded out on
June 21 by a law—decres instituting new censorship,

Concurrently, the "heod of government" threatencd fo use
troops to break the strike of the postal workers — the same
troops that intervened against the strikers of the American
Timex watch trust and against the workers of the "Lisbon
Water Company.” To prop up measures like this, the govern-
ment is preparing antisirike legislation and intersifying its
repression against the Far laft,

All these decisions taken by the junta or by its front, the
"sravisional government, " have been supported by the Portu-
guese Communist and Socialist parties. This suppert ho been
all the more necessary for the junta in that ifs fai lure to
quickly achieve o cease-fire in the colonies requires that it
win the greatest possible latitude on the intemal front, Sup-
port fram the CP and 5P offers the junta a greater possibility
of temporarily conserving o broed enovgh social base o deal
with the difficult negotiations on the "status of the overseas
territories, "

One advantage: low wages

After the initial strike wave that followed the giant May 1
demonstrations, the government's decision to set the minimum
wage at 3, 300 escudos a month [obout U35145) underlined
the contradietfon between the interests of capital and the
mast immediate damands of the workers. In effect, in ferms
of its plan of integration inte the Commen Market and its op-
peal to foreign copitel, Portugsese copitalism commands but
one substantial advantage: the |owest wages in Europe. [tis
consequently a certainty that Portuguese copital will not
casily agree to discerd the only real trump card it holds in
its hand.

Inflation is accelerating and Ts reaching o gallep: For 1973
the inflation rate was 23%; from Maerch 1973 1o March 1974
it rose to 30%; ond the Maotional Statistics Institute (IMNE) has
announced that the rate could reach 705 in 19741 The bal-
ance of poyments defieit seems to be growing as well. This
results from the combination of the increase in the prices of
raow materials and oil with the fall in the amount of currancy
sent back to Portugal by Tmmigrent workers (in 1972 the mon-
ey sent back by immigrants reached 22, 388 million escudas)
and the slowdown in tourism {in 1971 the income from tourism
amounited to 3, 313 million escudas) . Rumers about a coming
devaluation of the escudo and the mystification monewvers of
certain Portugliese commercial banks are considerably slow-
ing down the shipments of money back to Portugal by the two
million emigrants, The tourlst industry Tz suffering from a
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canjunctural downturn. According fo the Financial Times,
the crisis is moking itself felt in the southern fourist province
of Algrave ond in Lishon. A hatel with 650 beds, normally
full this time of year, is now less than cne-third oceupied.

To these elements must be odded the structural crisis Portu-
guese industry is expariencing. This is aserting itself with
all the more force in that o more or less cggrovated recession
is hitting most of the Eurcpean copitelist economies and is
therefore Tntensifying interimperialist compefition. Concen-
tration of capital is very pronounced in Portugal; “188 com-
panies, or 0.4 percent of the 40,051 that were octive on the
continent in 1971, hold 53 percent of the toral capital of
the whele seciaty, ™ wrote M.B. Martins in "Sociedodes e
grupos em Pertugel™ (p. 16). But the struchre of production
is even more bockward. Only 0.5% of foctories enpoged in
manufacturing employ mare than 500 persons; 21, 5% employ
between 11 ond 500 persons, and 7B% ore either artisanal
workshops or very small production units employing less than
11 persons. The process of reconverting Partuguese capital
does not promise to be eosy. The measures thot have been
taken to support the small and medivm—sized enferprises ap—
peer much more as means of assuring the integration of some
of them inta the monopalies thon as means of saving them
and defending employment levels. Unemployment, which has
forcafully reappeared, will grow. In the construction industry
in the South more than 4, 000 workers have lost their jobs in
recent times, sccording to the June 28 Financial Times. The
return of immigront workens whe are lesing their jobs because
of the general rise Tn unemployment in the Common Market
countriss will exocerbote this incregse in wnemployment.

Under these conditions, the junta and the employers are not
prepored fo make big concessions, especinlly since the Com-
munist party is ossuring them of ifs support. Too big o wage
increase, a rodical reduction in the werkweelk, or o drastic
inzrease in special costs would plece in question the foreign
investrant that is less interested in the rather limited internal
market than in wage odvantoges. |f these wage advantoges
cease to exist, verious companies could decide nat ta Tnvest
in Portugal any more, especially companies preducing parts
for complex products that are amsembled in other countries.

The opening up of certain morkets in Ecstern Europe (for the
moment, &5 percent of Porfuguese axports are sent fo capital=
ist Europa, moit of these to the Commen Market countrias)
cannot offer real allernatives . The loars that have been of-
fered by the Commen Merket countries con eose the Imme-
diote situation, but certoinly connct resclve the essential
difficulties with which Porfuguese capitalism 13 confronted.
The lost country to be offected by the expansion of European
copitalism after the second world wor, Porfugal is seeking fo
take to the rood of mcomsinsction just ot the fims that Europe-
an copitalism is enferiag = period of acute crisis. That is the
major obstacle | Hence, #heaplions chosen by copital are
predictoble ond hove alreody been announced: attack on the
buying power of the workers, otfock on employment, and re-



strictions on independent trade-union organization and the
right to strike will be the backbone of the policy of the junta
and itz facode, the "provisional government.™

The limits of a movement

Wa have already stressed the breadth of the strike movement
that developed after the May 1 mebilizations. [See IMPRECOR
Pde 2. While o workers vanguard emerged from thase strikes,
and while the strikes friggered o rapid development of the
comsciausness of cerain loyers af workers, it is important nof
to- e lose eur eyes to the weaknesses of thiz movement . First

af all, since the fist world wor, the Porluguese workers meve=
ment has nat had the experience of a mational mabilization
that would hove allowed it to really express its power an
would bave led to a central politica] confrontotion with the
baurgeaisie. Second, the fragmentation of the workers move-
ment has been intensified and fosterad by the corparatist re-
gime . The number of craft unions wa very high. The unions
ware skeuchired along district lines, Thos, just Tn the Lisnove
shipyords in Lisbon, there are still, after the "coup, " twenty-
four separate craft unions. [n 1969 some BD percent of the
iens haod overages memberships under 1,615, Cinly elghi
urians hed stightly more than 20, 000 members. A study of

the trode-union structure under the tald regime” concluded:
"The deseription of Portuguese trode-union sfruchire allows

us to corclude that there has been o deliberste atomization.”
{Analisé social, 1972, Blo.33, p. 180.)

Te be sure, the Figures cited must be viewed with caution,
for they count poper membership and all those who were
forced to pey dues. In oddition, resittance i the corporatist
untanism made only a limited impression on the workers. Dut
it is o less true that the warking class is still marked by this
fragmentation. This leck of o coptralized movement exploins
in the final analysis the fal lure of suggles to become gener-
alized during the upsurge after the beginning of May. On
this betis it is understondable why the junte wos so tranchantly
datarmined to end the first notional strike in decades: the
strike of the postal workers. The Communist party, thanks to
its implantation and oudience, wai the only erganization thet
could hove been copoble of generolizing end eantralizing
the struggles. But it did just the cpposite. Mot only did it
adapt to the old structures of the trode unions, it alsodelib-
erately isolated the strikes after Moy | that represented the
highest paints yet attgined by the workers mobilization in
terms of goals, methods of strugale [the Messa ypewriter
Factory, Timex), ond pelifical stkes involved [public trons—
part, Carris in Lishon, the postal strikel.

Thus, to understond why in spife of the very high level of
combativity in mony factories and in a sectar like: the poskal
warkers, and in spite of the emergence of o workers venguord,
the many messures taken by the junfa and the palicy of the
CF have not triggered o decisive response (at least For the
moment!, one must stort from the inexperignce and lack: of
polificization of the working closs, ke real betrayal of the
CP, the uneven development of the mabilizations on @ no-
tianal scale, and the quantitative and pelitical wadkness of
the Far laft, Furthermore, many workers won what fhey con-
sidered real victories during the first strike wave, and this
has alsa hod an effect in the general retreat of the: mobiliza-
tion since the end of May-

The way the junta intervensd to bregk the postal strike and
the Timesx strike and the policy followed by the CP in these
struogles allows us o get an idea what the alignment of forces
will be in the coming menths .

Two key strikes. . .broken

In the postal secter, at least in the capital, o certain mili-
tancy had been manifested since the end of 1973, Wagas
were very low: of 35, 000 workers, 21,000 made betwean
2,000 and 7, 000 escudos a month [that §s, about USSEE=-
308). Sinee the beginning of May, warkers on g notional
seale hod been trying to build o union. Thus, on May 3,
s 1,000 workers met in Lishon and decided tosst upa

" rade-union commission” and fo begin tooweark out @ series
of demands. The "trade-union commistion” wes later fo be
expanded by the oddition of delegates elected in gencral os-
samblies in the main postal centers throughout the couniry.
When the gavernment refused fo accept the demands drown
wp by the "commission" (&, 000 escudos minimom wage, im-
medigte thirty-five=hour workoweek, one month poid wocafion,
doubletime for overtime, revision of the job clasification
system) , the sirike wos declared ot midright on June 17,
This strike, unlike many of the others, immedintaly oppaored
as o canfrontation with the government ., Already during the
aublic warspartation strikes In Lishon (Cerrisl, the govern-
ment hod given proof of iis determination nat fo give in to
wage demands. 5o thers wes no doubt thet the postal strike
would be o test of strangth with the government, which would
try to make an example of the pestal warkers, os the employ-
ers were demanding.

In oddifion to the obeve-mentioned demonds, the srike alse
demanded the right to a strong and demacrotic frads union.
The whale organization of the strike, and the preparation For
it, showed that in this sector ihe workers wauld not eosily
accept the bureeucratic operation led by the CF of £reating
a unian from the top dewn by ukilizing the Union Federatizn.
i fact, inaddition fo the “national strike committee” that
grew cut of the "rrade-union commissicn, " woricus cammiss
cions were sat up: news and propagandc, arganization of the
sirike and of strike pickets, medical and mecial oid, mobile
brigodes to make confoct with worfous centers, and so on.
The workers set oul to explein their cose to the population,
especially in Lisbon, The respanse of the junta was predict-
able. The response of the CF went beyand what ceuld have
been imagined .

The goverpment started o compoign te denounce Hhe strikars
"o were disturbing the normal life of all Portugosse " In
an official message conveyed ta the strikers en the night of
Jume 19220, the government declored: “The government has
decided to call upon the intervention of the Armed Forces,
which, in complete occard with the gevemment decision,

are prepering fo intervene on the mering of June 20 in order
ter mesure the functioning of the postal services.” [Expresso,
June 22.}

e

Portuguese metalweriers. “Fighting for our rignk, "
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But while the government was preparing the intervention of
the army, it left it to the CP to denigrate the strikers and
even o organize demonstrations against the sirike. On June
19 the Lisbon regional leodership of the Communist party
mode the following decloration: "The objective {of the sirike)
is this: to oppose the workers to the provisiona| government
and to bring on an atmosphere of discontent ond revolit that
benefits faseism and reoction. ™ {Avante! June 20.) And it
added that the "trede-union commision" — which had been
elacted democratically -- hod not occepted the intervention
af the Unian Federation, which perfectly revealed the aims
of the strikers| In Porto o demonstration wos orgonized agoinst
the strikers and the union office was cceupied, thanks to the
CP's agirating the population against the strikers! One of the
results of this CP palicy wes precisely that i# fovored fhe first
demonstration of the right against sitikes, a3 wos verifiad at
Miseu. In view of the isclotion of the workers that the “com-
munists” and “socialists™ weore organizing, it was only logical
that rightist &lements would feel recssured and would initiate
their antiwarker compaign, utilizing the theme of the “eco-
nomic crfsis. " When the intervention of the army was an-
nounced, the 260 delegates from Lishon end the provinces
decided ofter a terse discussion to end the sirike, in spite of
the very small gains that hod been made (fncreasss ranging
from B0 to 100 escudos a menth). They decided te continue
the struggle under another farm (working strictly “by the
bock"}. The relative isslatian of the strikers — in spite of
the intervention of the Left Socialist Movemant and the Ligo
Comunista Internacionalista [Internationalist Communist League,
Portuguese sympathizing organization of the Fourth Interna-
tianal), whizh initated solidarity actions and were Followed
by the ather far-left groups - could anly facilitate the gov-
ernment's victory, even though the workers combativity re-
mains intoct, os evidenced by the "by the book ™ operation.
Furthermere, the CP continved s eampaign of vilification,
declaring: "It is counterrevolutionories whe, pasing as de-
fenders of the workers' interests, are preventing a salution

ta the postal erisis.” (L'Humenité, June 29.)

The first national sirike thus ended in a relative defeat for
the workers mavement and sirengthened the position of the
junta and the employers in the battles 1o come. The govern-
ment undersfood the situation guite well, and, the day ofter
the end of the postal strike, the armed forces entered the
Timex factory, which hed been occupied since June 4, forc-
ing the workers te agree to the presence of the mandgement
in the general assemblies of strikers, secret ballots, limita-
tion af discustion, and so on. Here again the relative fsola-
tien of the strike and the policy of the CP, the 5P, and the
Unian Federation, made the struggle turn out badly, which

is an example thot can be assimilated by the workers van-
guard in order to prepare for coming confronfations. To be
sure, combativity was not broken. On June 24 the workers
went home early, putting the Forty=hour workweek into effeci
thamse |ves. But a strike that ends this wey hos o negative ef-
fect. Mot enly was the fest of strength against the junta's pol-
fey that waos possible nor mede — & est that weuld have been
generalized in other struggles —— but alsa the most contradic-
tory reactioms con crop up in o young and combative wadding
class that lecks any trade=-urion and political frodition.

The reactionaries want strikes
The eriminal role of the Portuguese Communist party i this
situation can be especially illuminated if it is placed in the
context of the CP's pempective during the pericd prior fo
the April 25 coup. Before that date, the CF, which com-
manded o rather large dudience in the foctories and was wark-
ing within the structures of the corparatist unions, roised the
slegan of minimum monthly wage of &, 000 escudes, a slegan
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that it vialently rejech today. Thisslogon hod been widsly
faken up during the struggles at fhe end of 1973 and the be-
ginning af 1974 in the construction, slectrical, textile, and
gloss Tndustries, In relation to the previeus mebilizations,

the workers participation in the trade-union assemblies {call-
ed, in foct, by the CP} immediate |y ofter April 25 wos signi-
ficant. This mass mobilization on the trode-union leval (with
o view foward creating a fighting trade unicn), resulfed in
much reticence within the Union Federation about militent
uiionists participeting in the government. MNevertheless, the
Armed Forces Movement would not hove accepted the CP's
participation in the govermment uniews the CF trade-union
wing was alse b be involved in governmental participation.
The Armed Ferces Movement wented fo cover oll bets?

The CP leadership succeeded in camrying out o sort of "coup”
irgide the Unian Federotion, and Aveline Pockecs Gongalves,
trade-unien leader of the bonking sector in Ports, occeeded
to the pest of minister of labor. One of the funcHars of the
CP became obviows: to contral the workers movement, Hmit
the mabilizations and strikes as far o possible, cover up the
enocfment of legislotion that would restrict the right fo steike
ard the autonomy and independence of the frode unions, etc.
This pelicy has led the CP to toke pasitions that ploce it in
the vonguord of the strugale cgains! the mobilizotion of the
worlcars evan for their most immediote demands. I+ i signifi-
cant that the correspandent of a British employers’ newspaper
(the Finoncial Times, June 18} hos written: "The minister of
labour, Aveling Geongalves, nevertheless weorles hard at sei-
ting confliets that seriously affect preduction, and it is ex-
wemely impertant fo note that 1t is rearly anly the Commu-
nists wha gre counselling cautian in the use of tha strile
weapen at this time." This okservation is oll *he more rele-
vant in thot José VilorTens, o member of the CP Central Com=
mittea, stoted: “Today if s the foscists and reactionaries of
all stripes who want more sirikes. Yesterdoy they repressed
them with blood and iren. Today they are thair principal pro-
mofers. " {I'Humanite, lune 21.)

This palicy is complemented by the attempt fo constroct —
from the top down ard on the basiz of Hhe old frode-union
structures -- a centralized rade-union opparotus, This in-
strument iz intended to become the privileged interlocutor
with the government and to graduolly implent itself in the
Factories in which it hes nat yet o base, exoctly by utilizing
its centralized weight, |n places where the CP could nat
directly transfarm the "workers commissiors" — badies that
led the struggles in most factories during May and June ==
infe "trade-union commissions” it simply tried to create
"trade-union commimions” parallel ta the workers commizs—
sions. Given time, and becawe of its hegemony in the cen-
tral union federafion, it hopes to be able to impose such
bodies. The sicoess of this operation depends on many fac-
tors, among them the scale of the future mobilizations in
foce of the crisis of unempleyment and inflotion and the abil-
ity of the for left to develop an alternative countercffensive
tos it partelly sueceeded in doing during the postal strike).

Mevertheless, cne effect of the CP policy cauld be the emer—
gence of an antipolitieal, or even enticommunist, tendency
that wauld draw its strength fram the lack of trodition and
palitical weakness of leyers of workers who are combative

but tatally disorfented by the policy of the CF ond the Union
Federation. This could provide some room for the develop-
ment of "gutonomous and nonpolitical” mrode unions thar weuld
ploy the govemment's game by dividing the workers move-
ment. The reaction amang certain layers of young postal worl=
ers after the halting of their strike suggests signs of such o
tendency. 5o it is all the more important that the revalution-
ary vanguard nat @llow ifself to be lad astray by the nature



of the period and the consciousness of the worker messes but
develop systemmalic work for tha formation of fighfing trode
unioms demacratice!ly confrolled en the basis of o break with
the craft structure of the corporatist unions. If this fask is

riot fulfilled there is great risk of o wedkening of the clos

@ a whale and of the, CP's role on @ genercl level remaining
vncantested . Moreover, it is in being able fo respond to these
questions, among othars, that the revelutionory vanguerd will
deepen is influence among leyers of workers that are gaing
beyond the CF.

e =

preparing for the future

Since the beginning of June Spinola hes been putting the em—
phasis an recorstructing an oppanctus with which he con con-
trol the sitvation through asserting his own Benapartist role

in preporation for new elections. One of the mest penetrating
onalyses of the post-Apeil 25 situation cppeared in the em-
plovers' review Tempe Economico of May 25: "It is abvious
thot there is nothing radical in the progrom of the Armed
Forces Mavement. In the synthetic statements of its platferm
one cannot even find o specific ottack on the closs division
of Portuguese society, or on the traditional existence of o
ruling eless, or even on the compesitien of the bloc in pow-
er. . . ." And it continued, "The fact that the military hos
been able fo play o decisive role in the destruction of the
political regime is o new guarantes for the maintenance of
the jnterests of the halders of econcmic power. The authority
that is alweys associated with @ military government will be
wery useful in stabilizing o social and political situation that
inevitably will be turbulent after the military coup.®

Thus, the journal that represents the "Business Week" or “En-
troprise” of Portugal understands very well the function of
the army and the rale of the junta,which clearly illuminates
what the policy of the workers movement must be in foce of
the armed forces. Moreover, Spinofa is toking many initic-
tivas toward the Armed Forces Movement. His visit and the
spaach he mede to the Colde de Rainha infonfry regiment --
the regiment that lounched the "premature™ attack of March
& == indicated his desire to limit os for s pessible the con-
tredictions between the Armed Forces Movement and the junta
and to win a decisive influence in the AFM. That is the pal-
icy that he and his cligue have been following since Movem=
bar 1973, when it seems that they began fo get their fingers
inte the “coptoire’ movement." All the meosures aimed at
“bringing in new bleed" allow for integrating sectors of the
AEM into the state apparatus and at the same fime for recom-—
posing this opparatus. Hence, while it is true thot the AFM
is not homogeneaus, Spinola's whole policy is designed to

increose the weight of the sector of the AFM that is subsfan-
tiglly in agreement with the junta's decisions. These are the
forces that can stabilize the situotion in the armed Forees and
thus lend the bourgecisie o decisive instrument. |t is instrue=
tive that on June 12 at the demonstrotion for the release of
Saldanha Sanches {a leader of the Magist MEPF), the military
police for the first time infervened "calmly but firmly" to
prevent soldiers and sailors from joining the demonstration.

Cencurrently, Spinely made a tour of the provinces — in the
capital his eudience s much smotler == in order fo assure
himself of o certain base . At the same fime, on the intermo—
tianal fleld, Spinolo met Mixen in the Azores and offered
him all pessible assurances sbout the "decolonizetion pro-
cess, " obout Portugal's new diplomotic policy (spening te—
ward the Soviet Unien ond the Comecon countries), ond
abaut Portugal's MATO responsibilities. As for Mixon, he
undoubtedly assured the chief of the junto about American
imperialism's interest in Hw decolonization process in Angole,
Mozambique, ond the Cope Verde |slands, where the United
States has military boses.

Given the prospect of o crisis in the cease-fire rnegotiations
and on explosion of prices ond unempleyment, the junta,
which lacks any ather real power in Pertugel, i working

out a palicy that will rely on utilizetion of the army fo
break strikes, impose censorship, press for the paisage of
“labor legislation, ™ and carry out repression against anti-
militarists. The bourgeoisie 7s thus preparing for coming con-
frontations, for dealing with pessible mobilizotions of the
workers .,

The decision June 10 of Major Fermendez, a member of the
junta, fo inferrupt the tolevisien program showing Cardinal
Cereijeira giving his blessing fo & cop from the PIDE-DGS
{the secret police) augured the censorship meosures that wauld
be token on June 21. Symbolically, it indicoted that "cer-
toin institutions connat be abusively crificized ." Some of the
television warkers reacted . They released a communiqué in
which, ccearding to the June 15 Sempre Fixe, they affirmad
thair will "to continue resclutely their mision of infarming
and forming the public, a mision for which they ore working
and that they ploce chove all else, and they reiteroted their
adherence fo the Armed Forces Movement."” The decleration
indicates the limitations of the resction of the television
warkers. The Jupe 21 low-decres, fssued under the autharity
of the “socialist” Roul Rego, wos afmed at all the "flash
points" af the present sitwation. Thus, the fellowing "infrac—
tions" can be punished: Incitation, even “indirect™ incite-
tion, o militory dischedionce; offenses againdt the president
of the republic, the members of the state council, or the gov-
emment; inciting strikes, work sfoppages, ar unauthorized
demonstrations; publication or distribution of “inexoct infor-
mation.” The leoal machinery to undertake an attack an the
far left, or more genarally &n the workers movement, has thus
been sat up.

Antistrike lagislation hm not yet been published, but it seems
to be comparable to the measures insFifuting censorship. Ac-
cording te the lune 13 Expresso, the legislation “permits ex-
pressicn and defends the right to strike as well e regulating
the rights of associations of workers ond employers’ bodies in
the framework of the principles of the Ammed Forces Mowve—
ment. ™ The June 26 Fimancial Times wos more pracise. [t
wrote, “Relioble sources affirm thet the [antistrike) medsures
will be tough and that they will comsiderably restrict the
room available for the development of labor actions. " The
junta is carrying out the erders of Antenio Champalimaud,
who said, "The werkers are too free. A broke will have to
be put on the demands of workers, who connot be working
less hours ond making more money than anywhere else in
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Europe." {Le Figare, June 24.) It leaks like the trusts don't
want strikes o3 badly as the CP claims they do!

Finally, the junta is taking meesures against the mevement
in the army and is trying to reestablish control over the troops
The continuation of the war can anly engender the greatest
tension, bath on the bettlefields (fratemization, refuzal to
fight, desertion} and in Pertugal itself (action against the
departure of troops, draft refusal). 1t is thus o top priority
for the junba that the traditicnal organizations {the CP, the
5P, the Union Federation) block the mobilizations within
the army and put out all sorts of declorations affirming *
attachment to the "program of the Asmed Forces Moven..n
which ean allow the junta more maneuvering room fo fry
regain control of the army. As "compensation” the junta c
ollow the "previsional government® fo drop a few efumbs in
the financial orea (incresss in direct toxes that are the
fowest in Europe, while preserving indirect kixes) or in the
area of social security, which has hitherto been nonesxdistent.
Obviously, these few concessions will be presented by the
3P and CP as important vickories.

The double Function of the CP ard 5P is being affirmed mare
than ewer:

* o oct as the Tnstrument the bourgeoisie needs for contral-
ling the mass movement after the coup d'stat;

* to be usaful in obtoining o cease-fire in order to try to in-
stitute o neocolonial solution in collaboration with imperial-
ism, which takes time; this is all more true in that they repre-
sent an irstrument casable of assuring pressure from the “good
offices” &f the Soviel buregucracy on the [iberotion move—
ments.

The CP has portially fulfilled the first of these funcrions. But
there are some important hitches, and there is no doubt that
within the junta some have already drown some conclisions
for the future as to the CP's oversstimation of Tts abillhy to

control the working cless. As for the second function, the re-
sults have been meager, in spite of the “shows" that hove
been put on by Soares. (See the From the Feur Corners column
in this jssue of IMPRECOR.) But the bourgesisie iz using all
the time it con get to restructure its instruments dnd homoge-
nize ifs farces in order to prepare for new baftles. The dyna-
mic of the situation will not be determined by the efforts the
CP iz making on the municipal level and in ifs mony meetings
in preparation for future elections. |n the context of the exist-
ing economic stognation it is the copasity ef the warking class
ta respend that will be the determining foctor.

For the vonguard, the primary fask in foce of the chawvinist
and oppartunist positions of the CF and the 5P is to develop
the broadest anticalenial campaign and support fo the strug—
gles of the liberation movements. The junta moy be able to
play on the chauvinist sentiments that exist among layers of
the workers. Further, in order to develop an elternative re-
spomse to the palicy of the Union Federation, it is urgent

to link demands against inflation, unemployment, and so on,
to demands Tn the struggle agalmst any restriction on the right
to strike or on trede-union ackivity, with the gim of bullding
fighting democratic union erganizations. Unless these hypes
of initiatives ore token, there is great risk that the militent
but limited struggles will run out of steam, especially since
the CP would find it ecsier to contrel the whole situation,
evan if 1t were to lose some ground in the Trdividuel foctories.

But it would be dongerous for the venguoard to limit its ocfivity
to this. Mot to give o concrete and immediate response on

the guestion of the regime against the force of the provi-
sional government and the plan for "elections within ene
year” would simply ameunt fo refusing to put forward an al-
ternative salution to the one belng pushed for by the tradi-
tioral organizotions. In thiz sense, the slopon "Immediate
election by universal suffroge of all men and women over
eightesn living in Portugal of o sovercign constituent assembly
and the right of all arganizations with no restriction whatso=
ever to participate in these elections" remains sbsolutely
crucial,
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Below is the second and final installment of an article whose
first section waos publizshed in |MPRECOR MNo.2, p.%. For in-
formation on the lotest developments in the negotiotions be-
tween the Lisbon government ond the liberation movements,

sew the From the Four Corners column in this issue of |MPRECOR.

#* * *

Today, with the new situation in Portugal, the liberation
struggle finds ftsalf unambiguously confranted with the his-
foric alternative: seciallst revelution or caricature of revelu-

=

tion. We will examine their response to this alfernotive by
looking ot the facters that operate within the liberation move-
ments to determine the political direction of their struggles.

The question of social

structure

By opting for o stroregy of “pralonged revolutionory war® the
young nationalist leaderships abandoned the priority of work
in the cities in order first to pain o base in the countryside
berdering the enclave regions. They left on ares of commer-



efal activity in which the petty-bourgesisic {small business-
men, civil servants) were much mare numerous than the work-
ing class. In Mozombique, for exemple, workers in small
enterprises and plantations constitute 10 percant of the popu-
latien. In Angele as of 1984 thers were 2,840, 000 workers;
thot represents 13 percent of the papulatien. In the economi-
cally developed zanes (the coffes-growing region, Cuanza
Merte, cnd UIGE), Tn which there was no question of lounch-
ing on armed struggle, the local labor force accaunts for anly
12 percent of the total of a semipreletarianized labor force
composed mostly of migrant peosands.

The emergence of the liberation movements therefore tock
place in zones in which the development of the social strue—
ture, while remaining desultory, guorantesd that the petty
bourgeaisie would have numericel and palitical hegemeony
within the movement. In the countryside, although the pene—
tration by the morket econamy was uneven, the virtual mo-
jarity of the population [ived by subsistence

The move to armed struggle therefare meant uprocting the
codres from their original social mifieu.

Moreover, Cabral explains this move of the nationalist petty-
bourgesisie from the towns to the counfryside in erroneous
terms. Postulating the historic gulf between the formaticn of
the towns and the countryside, he freats the role of the petty
bourgesitie in moral terms. In 1988 during the first conference
of OSPAAAL  (Orgonizotion of Solidarity with the Pooples

of Asia, Africa, and Latin America), oiter having denounced
tha threat of nescalonialism, he declared: “in order not to
betrey these objectives, the petty bourgecisie has but one
availoble rood: e strengthen ifs revelutienary conseiousness.
... This meons that to campletely fulfill the rale that de-
volves on it in the notional liberotion struggle, the revelu=
tionary petty-bourgesisie must be capable of committing clos
suicide in order fo reappear as revolutionary workers fatally
identified with the despest mspirations of the people of which
it is-c part." This position of Cabral on the class suicide of
the petty bourgesisie has been [ittle by little challenged with-
in the PAIGC. Mat only is this concept of suicide false, but
the PAIGC hes in no way ochieved in proctice the ideclogical
hamegeneity that is the natural implication of Cabral's 1956
st bement.

Likewise, it would be necessary for these comrades fo under-
stand the class struggle not only in the restriched arens of the
liberated zones, but also in the fowns themselves, whers in
the future the viewpoint of the “revelutionary worker" would
have to ba impased within a much mere complex social struc-
ture than exists in the eountryside, o secial structure in which
the market economy has led to the development of social lay-
ars hostile fo the interests of the proletariat and the poor peas-
antry. Finally, oz we shall see further on, still less hos the
PAIGC integrated Tnte Tts analysis the elass struggle being
waged in West Africa, which also weighs on the development
of the young Republic of Guinea.

In these writings Cabral does begin an analysis of the social
structure, but it clearly seems that this analysis has been

* |n Guinea omopg the Balantes, lond is the property of the
village, the means of producticn belong te the family or in-
dividual. Alse n Guinea the Foulas hove collective property
i land but owe @ certain gquantity of labor to the chiefs. In
this eountry only the Mandjcks lived in a society of a Feudal
type, one Introduced by lslamicization, until the arrival of
the Portuguese.

"emasculoted™ for "tactical” reasora that in reality obhscure
the historic horizon of the struggle. Thus, in 1964 of the sem=
inar held by the Fronz Fonan Center in Milan, Cobral de-
clared: ®, . . butisn't it possible . . . to define the real-
ly revelutionary petty-bourgecisie? As an element of analy-
sis, ane could perhaps simply respand : the hanest bourgesisie,
that iz, the bourgeaisie thet, despite all contrary tendencies,
contributes to making the fundemental interests of the popular
masses of its country its own.,"

#§ key to organizations

MPLA
PAIGC

Pecples Liberation Movement of Angela

MAfrican Party For the Independence of
Guinea ond the Cope Verde lzlonds

FRELIMO Mozembique Liberation Front

AMLF Anogola Mationa] Liberation Front. The
Union of Peaples of Morth Angolo was
created in 1954, It loter became the Union
of Angolan Peoples, and the, ofter win-
ning over several growplefs, became the
APLF, which for reasens of diplomacy
founded the Angolan Revolutionory Gow-
ernment in Exile, which is bosed in Kin-
shaso and contrelled by Mabutu.

Matioral Linion for the Total |Independence
of Angela. It developed in 1746 after o
split in the ANLF . It concentrated in the
beginning on gaining a base in the south
and ¢enter of the country. The main crit-
icisms it makes of the MPLA are that the
lattar has o petiy-bourgesis leadeship and
that 1t directs the liberated zones from ous-
side.

Liberation Front for the Metionel Indepen-
denee of Guinga. A sort of reactiondry
greuplet bosed in Dakar, supported for
several years by Senghor, president of
Senegal, ond manipulated by the Ameri=
Cans .

United Group of Mozambigue. A potential
third foree . Hos just declared itself in fover
af interraciel; Interreligious coaxistence
and for o Lusifano-Afro—Brazilian commu-

nityl

These imsufficiencies of onalysis of social structure and closs
struggle have comllaries on the level of the analysis of the
nature and role of the party o= well as of the kind of stote
that should be set up. For the party, Cabral merely observes
that the PAIGC has the function of o "movement.” Thus,
after the death of Cabral, the Executive Committee of the
Struggle declared that the PAIGC united in Tts ranks "all the
social layers of our calonized pecples.  Standing mute on the
questien of the vanguard party, the PAIGC becomes flatly
ambigucus on the question of the state: “Our party is erecting
a Porty-State by ensuring its control and politico-administra-
tive monagement of the liberoted regions.” (Vasco Cabral,
Januery 31, 1973.) This conception of the Party-State, which
was developed to fts highest point by Sekou Tourg and Kwame
Mirumeh, suggests the bonepartist function of the leader's
personality and emounts to an ¢ld natienalist mystification
that has been extensively otilized by the Mobutus and their
il . Would it then perbops be necessary to detoil the nature
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of the state and the Function of the party? If the PAIGC unites
“all the social layers of the people” itis o pretty fair bet

that the Party-5Stote does not represent simply the “viewpoint
of the revolutionary worker. " At least, not until the “ssicide”
s completel

To besure, the |iberation movemants do not today represent
Fully-formed multiclossist movements. FRELIMO, the PAIGC,

tions, becavse their stoble spheres of influence are fimited to
the countryside and because the wedl layers of petty-bour-
geois businessmen in the cities hove already linked up with
the "democrotic” sectors of eslonialism (the GUMO in Ma-
zambique or the Democratic Mavement in Guinea).

Dos Santos referred to this whole debate in his interview with
The African Communist {issue no.55). By their own contra-
dictions his words permit us fo understand the ombiguities of
a multiclas concaption of a struggle in which it is increos-
Tngly difficult to find & common deneminotor for "all the loy-
ers of the people.” Soid Das Santes: "There iz o national
bourgesisie worth talking about."(p.35.) “Bur | weuld say
FRELIMO 1z a front, Mot o front of organizations, in spite

of the fact that it wes formed by three organizations that
dissalved to create o new one. | would say it iz a front be=
couse 1t groups together all the social oroups or sacial classes
with ene aim of eliminating oppression. Everybedy —- whether
he is invelved in the copitalist or troditional sectar —— is suf-
fering humiliation becouse of rocism ond economic exploita-
tion, even the tribe| chiefs."(p.35.) "OFf course, within
almost evary nationol movement there are different types of
notionalism. There is the elementary primory one == what iz
called primitive nationalism. Some people who toke part in
the struggle for independence do so not to realize or to sotisfy
the interest of a small group. . . . 501 would say that it is
not & question of pitfalls or limitations but of the character-
istics of some types of notionalism. "(p.44.) “As alwayw, the
tosk of building a society economically poses the problem of
the tvpe of production and distribution, ond especially whe
is going to benefit from what the society produces.™{p.45.)
"Gwanjaro, Marupa, eand Simango were not taking these
positions (befors their expulsion from FRELIMO -- |NMPRECOR)
openly along these lines, but they were driven by a desire
for individual palitical power, by o bourgeois [deology and
a desire to build o copitalist bype system . "(p.46.) "If we do
not follow collectivist attitudes, we will nof be able to foce
the enemy successfully. . . . If our organization mainfains

a true revalutionary leadership, the special circumstonces of
the pracess of aur liberation open up real possibilities for on
advance Fram liberotion to revelution. . . . This must be the
deferse until the situation hes been achieved where the truly
revalutionary classes dominate all levels of power . "(pp.458-
47.)

The rood is tortuous. To be sure, it is still not known whether
FRELIMO the multiclass front has the objective of winning
over the loyers that Dios Santos denounces here. But all this
comes down to an opproach to the evelution of the strug-

gle that, although it is the fruit of an empirical approoch,
nevertheless Is beginning to be theorized.

Likewise, in 1954 Cabral made o long analysis of neocslo-
nialism, which he defined as o "defeot for the intemational
worlcers mavement, " He ended up by stating that such o sir-
vation e neocolonialism “calls for o socialist solution.™

Buf it remains true that these tenftative approoches to a the-
erization of the revolutionary process in no way constitube
& guarantes. The ganerolly significont heterogenaity of the
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|eaderships must be taken into occount, os well as the foct
that the political direction of the liberation movements will
not be determined by internal factors alens. The whole conti-
nental palitical situotion bears down on the movements, ond
they maintain.an opportunist attitude toword that pelifical
situation that may well boomerang on them.

Internationalism

I southern Africa FRELIMO and the MPLA have been feced
with o growing military intervention from South Africo ond
Rhadesia and have found naotural allies in the ZAPU, the
FAMU (Rhodesia), and the SWAPCD (Mamibia) . They have
responded to the internationalization of the conflict that im-
perialism hes provoked by strangthening the relations among
the liberation movements. To be sure, the pelitical character
af the various movements differs, but os Dos Santes said, "It
is an elementary part of the tactics of o struggle such o3 ours
abways to disperse the enamy .

The real question lies in the relotions among the throe move-
mants and the African regimes, oz well as in these regimes'
"diplomaric practices. " African diplomacy bears down very
heavily onand strongly preccoupies the leaders of FRELIMO,
the PAIGC, ond the MPLA. The neighboring countries play
an especially impertant role in this game in which the tactical
interests of the liberation movements, the ideslogical mystifi=
cations of supraciass pon-Africanism, and the attempts to im-
prisen the lTheration mevements in the reactionary shoitjocket
of the OAL ore all intermixed. Three exomples would be suf-
ficient to illustrate the importanee of the neighboring coun-
tries. In the conflict between the FRELIMO majority and the
halcondo faction led by Kowandome the medioting presence
of a representative of TANU, the governmental party in Tan-
zania, was required af the FRELIMO congress- The MPLA-
AMLF agresment ond the allocation of African aid to the two
mavements are contralled by o trust composed of MN'Gauabi,
Mabuty, Kaunda, and MNyerere (respectively the heads of
state of the Congo (Brazzoville), Zeire, Zambia, and Tan-
zania). Finally, in the cenflict within the MPLA between
Meto and Chipenda, the lotter was openly supporfed by a
faction of the Zombian government. In an inferview with the
magazine Révolution Africaine, Mobutu presented himself os
the obligatory intermediory contralling aid to tha Angolan
people. Senghor (president of Senegal), who actually supports
the FLING, lodoy recognizes the PAIGC; but he mat secretly
with Spinala twice before the ossossination of Cabral, he puts
out propaganda fovoring establishment of a Portuguese-speak-
ing community, ond he has just recently strengthened rela-
tions between his UPS party and the Portuguese Socialist par-

L3

Heow do the liberation movements respond to this problem? |t
fs not an unimportant question. In Fact, while we believe that
it is necessary to destroy the stare of colonial demination
through & process of anticapitalist revalution, under African
conditicns it is not sufficient to corstruct @ Guinean == or
even Mozambiguion -- warkers stote an the ruing of the co-
lonial edministration.

Given the histerieal and economic development of the African
eounlries, Tt iz abvisus that the development of the preductive

.ferees, the resistance to the international counterrevelution,

the existing deragraphic exigencies, and so on, n::guir\e First
a regional and later a continental dimension for the building
of socialism. A socialist Guines is o vtopia if a revolution-
ary crisis does not break cut during the same pericd in the
neighbaring beurgesis states of Senegal and Guinea-Conakry.
This implies that the liberation movements not give up the
slow wark of educating the revolutionary militants who are



Liberated territary. Voting for Guineo=Bimou national cmembly.

fighting ogainst these regimes. The PAIGC's proctices im this
area have been extremely uneven. The isclation of the Guin-
asan revelution could cceur throwgh o right=wing compromise
with the neccslonial regimes. If that happens, the PALGC's
direction of develepment could very rapidly turn towaord ca-
pitulation under the pressure of neccolonialism . A few ex-
amples:

We hove no intention of establishing an identity between
Sekou Touré and Leopold Senghor. Mevertheless, it is obvious
that the Guinean regime is not the "beocon™ of the African
revolution. Ta prafit from Guineo-Conolkry's support does not
necessarily imply an apelitical apolegeticism that runs ogaimt
the formaticon and maturing of the African revolutionary move-
ment. But yet! Froncisce Mendes declored in Lahore in Feb-
ruary 1974 that the Portuguese government was constontly
nurturing the dream of ottacking “the sister republic of Guineo
with the aim of liguidating its popular and revelutionary re-
gime and of thus depriving us of the solid reor area that this
brother country represents. . . of striking o blow agaimt the

unfailing selidarity ond unconditional and indefatigable friend-

ship that exists betwesn our two porties and our two states.

. may the glorious peeple of the histeric "Mo'. . . be
able to save their friumphent revalutien!" Some guestions
could be asked about the "sister republic, " "the uncondi-
tional friendship between our two parties, " and the "trium-
phant revelution. " Is Guinea-Conakry the model?

As for the Senegal aspect, the presence of Amilcor Cobral

at the congress of the UPS {the reectionory and sole party in
that country} was more serious. 3H1| mere disturbing waos a
joint PAIGC=5enegal communiqué reparting the "perfect sim-
ilarity of views between the two delegations on all subjects
raised during the discussiors: bilateral links ond the sination
in Africo and throughout the warld. ™ This s in contrediction
with the Filthy proctices of a Senghor, who proclaims his do-
sire for a Porfuguese—speaking (that is, neocelonial) commu-
nity. Was Sanghor omong those the PAIGC wos attecking in
this communigué: "the error of those who wanted to see in
the former commander of the Portuguese colonial war in our
couniry @ well-intentioned man copable of orienting Portugal

in the direction of neccolonialism™? If does not seem that
this wos the cose, for Senegal played an impartant role in
opening the London negotiations. On the other hand, it must
be noted that since the beginning of May the rodio stotion

of the "sister republic” of Guinea has only been attocking
Spinola, the interlocutor of Senghor, with whom rhe PAIGC
"has no disogreement”! |n such o business whot becomes &f
the tacks of elarification that Cobral was giming ot during
the QSPAAAL conference when he ottacked neocolenialisn?
But thiz same Cabral declared in the name of the liberation
mevements al the eighth conference of African heads of state:
"Addis Ababa —— the new Flower of the bastien of Africon in-
depandence that is Ethiopia. . . . We want fo express all
our admiration for His Majesty (Haille Selossie], . . . We
hove followed his splendid waork for the liberation and pres-
ervotion of the independence of his people. " As for the Chad
regime, which is fully supporting the French intervention
agoinst FROLIMAT: "In the name of the liberation moverments
we extend to his excellency President Tombolbeye our own
condolences ond those of all our people for the humen l[osses
already suffered . . . ond (we hope thot Tombalbaye will)
confinue working for the social, economic, and cultural prog-
ress of hiz people "

The: traditional propaganda of African puppets never misses
an cpperfunity o castigake "forfeign idealogies, " a code word
for anything that bears a resemblance to Marxism. Meverthe-
less, at the some conference Cabral declared: "We must olso
affirm before vou that we well understand your concern about
‘foreign ideoclogies.” We who hove taken up orms to Fight to
[iberate cur people from any form of foreign dormination will
nevar gocept anyone's. domination, no matter what oid we
may recejve from abrood. " A PAIGC pomphlet reprinting

the speech notes thot this remark was met with “prolonged
opplause "*

Omn the internationel level, the PAIGC nos not been free of
oppartunism. F. Mendes declored in Lohore at the second ls=
lamic summit held in February 1974: "We are also certain of
the wvictory of the just couse that is dear to our heorls, the
liberation of Jerusalem. For cur part, we are prepared ko
make any saerifice fo achieve thiz goal. For it would be in
the interests of men of all faiths in our country and elewhers
who have always seen the faithful of lslem a5 the guordians
of the City of Peaee

And there was a bit of shifting about in Cabral's declararion
at the United Mations on December 12, 1962: "In struggling
and dying for the liberation of our country, we are giving
gur lives in the current context of intemctional law for the
ideal that the UM itself hes defined in its chorter and resclu—
tions, especially its resolutiors on decalonialization. For us,
the cnly difference between the Indian soldier, talian pilot,
or Swedish official wha died in the Conge and our comrode
who dies in Guinea or the Cape Verde lzlands s that in oct-
ing in his own country in the service of the some ideal,’ our
comrade is but an aronymous fighter for the cause of the
United Maotions. " Such oppartunism augurs il for the possi-
bility of transcending the national framework of the stuggle
being led by the PAIGC. In effect; if we were to summarize
the above lines, at Lahere, Mendes kept quiet abaut the sa-

* 5till, it must be recognized that the forms of expressicn in
the declaration of PAIGC milirants do not necessarily repre-
sent the views of the entire movement, It is obvicus that o
certain latitude in terminology is tolerated —— even for cer-
tain terms in the movement for which a plurality of apinions
on certain questions is recognized ond occepred. The quota-
tions cited, then, hove on exemplory volue, but cannat be
taken os an abselute theorization on the part of the whole
PAIGC.
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sial future of Palastine so as 1o pleme an audience of assorted
Muslim dictators; at the UN Cabrol kept quiet about what re-
mains one of the greatest counterrevolutionary blows 5o as to
placse the delegates who had voted for the infervantion af
the UM troops in the Cange; at the OAU he kept quiet about
subjects that mest of the neocelonial regimes did not wont to
hear about so as to reassure a bunch of puppets. Towards what
erd? Most likely be_ause of many immediate concerns: dip-
lematic recognition, UM votes, perhaps o cerfain meutrality
fram the mosk reactionary regimes. But et the some time, all
African anti-imperialist youth regard the battle of the PAIGC
as the advance guard of the anti-imperiolist struggle . What
lesson does the PAIGC draw for them by moking such compro-
mises with thess hated regimes? What i the best long-term
guarantee of the victory of the Guinean revolution, tha Af-
rican regimes thet support the PAIGC like o rope supports &
hanging man or the rise of the African revolution? For us the
answer is obvious.

But what logic motivates this sort of intemational palicy?
Firding on answer is not easy. The liberafion mavements are
in no way integral parts of the Sialinist movement, but thair
international policy is strongly comupted by Stelinism. lnsuf-
ficiently critical of nationalism, they remain especially wul-
nerable to the diplomatic gomes end opportunistic conceptions
that Stalinism peddles Tn the nome of "toctics.”

The question of Stalinism

The Hes of the liberation movements with Stalinism have been
wovean in fwe ways.

Some present leaders of the liberation mavemants |eamed
about Marxism through the distorting prism of Stalinism be-
couse of their contact with the Portuguese Communist party
when they were students in Portugal. But the Portuguese Ce
has net disearded itz social chouvinist position. A resolution
passed at its Fifth Congress in 1957 declared: "Today, com-
rades, the problem of the Portuguese colonies that did nat
possess the preconditions for on independent life is no longer
pesed . " (Romiroc was the reparter.) And in May 1961 the
Beira leadership published & manifesto that has never been
repudiated by the national leadership and that declares:
"“Werkers, shew the employers thet only the independence of
Angela will serve their inferests, for once if is independent
Angela will really become o market for our produce, " (Ré=-
wolution populaire, Mo.6, December 1965.) So there is noth-
ing astanishing in the foct that Cabral declares that "Partu-
guese democrats will find it effectively impessible to under-
stond the just demands of our peoples so long as they are not
convinced that the thesis of the lack of maturity for self-
determination is folse. "

It is therafore obviowus that the relatiomns with the Porfuguese
CP vary occording to the individual, The PAIGC fratemally
received the support of the Revolutionary Brigades (who hed
managed to acquire some maps of the general staff by on
armed action) in spite of the Stalinist slanders against the
Portuguese far left.

But Stalinist pressure can be exerted mest easily through the
military support from the workers states, through the military
troining given young cadre, ond through the pressure that
builds up becouse of the importance of materfal aid fo the
armed struggle . It is through these two mathods that & "Stalin-
oid" conception of intemational politics has little by little
crept in == a result of opportunism and pressure, but without
tha liberation movements losing organizational independence.
In fact, the liberation movements have been able to divensify

1]

thair sources of support, particularly by addressing both Mos-
cow and Peking. But the rotten attitude of the Stalinists par-
tially limits the sympathetic responses that the military aid
from the workers states could generate within the liberation
movements. 'Wa could mention, for exomple, the trode be-
tween Portugal and Poland, in which the latier has defiversd
boats, among other things, te the former. Or the current at-
titude of Pelking, which, in the grip of its support fo Mobutu,
hos just extended its “good wishes" to the AMLF afrer o frip
by Holden to Ching.

In fact, tha weight of Stalinfsm is exerted above oll by the
cantral role of the workers stotes in a diplomatic game that
the liberation movements play only with diffieulty.

Both for objective reasons of African social development dur-
ing the 1950s and for subjective reasons relating to Moscow’s
foreign policy, the Stalinists did nof esteblish real Commu-
nist parties that were Stalinist in their organizational func-
tioning, political line, and ties with the Soviet buregucracy
{except in South Africa). Whether it be the PAI in Senegal,
the Mauritian CP composed of a few merchants and registered
in the book of trademarks like o soap powder, the AKFM in
Madagoscer, the CP of Réunion, or the CF influence in the
UPC of the Camoraons, in no case (whatever the differences
amang all these examples may be) is it possible to speak of
the existence of @ real Stalinist organization er tendency.
And o this must be added the systemmofic coincidence be-
tween Stelinist politics (democratic and national revolution)
ond the precceupation of patty-bourgesis nationalism (na-
tional union for real independance] . There is every recsan

to believe that erganizations like the AKFM in Madagoscar
representing the interests of the Merina petty-baurgeoisie are
sufficient for Moscow's defense of its diplematic interests in
Africa. Thus, in our view the "penefration” of Stalinism into
the libaration movementz of the Portuguese colonies (revalu-
tionery nationalist movements) carresponds to o certain vision
of the world pelifical field ond to an cssified appreciation of
the world revolutionary process.

Finally, in the future it will be important to take account of
the analysis that the leaderships of the liberation movements
make of the palicy of the Porfuguese Communist end Socialist
parties in relation fo the work of the Porfuguese far left on
the colonial question. It is in fact quite pessible that a sec-
tion of the liberation movements will become increasingly
sensitive 1o the themas developed by the Portuguese revalu-
tionary mevement if the latter tokes up ifs responsibilities
ogainst any neccolonialist liquidation. That is why the con-
struction of the Liga Comunista Internocionalista {Intemation-
alist Communist League), the Portuguese sympathizing group
of tha Fourth Infernational, is not unrelafed fo our discussions
with the militants of the liberation movements.

Mevertheless, on such an important guestion as this, the het-
erogeneity of the liberation movements will play an important
rale. The grodualist schemas of Stalinism will be oble to find
a resonance with the multiclassist conceptions of the |eff no-
tionalist tendencies, while the mere conscious elemants will

.begin to approach the revolutionary workers mavemant, either

through analyzing the Portuguese situation ar by becoming
conscious of the internatisnalist tasks in Africa. Many other
alements will come inte play in the future. We con analyze
only the main ones. Some, in the present situation, con anly
be mentenad. Thus, it will be necessary to make an analysis
of the UNITA groop, which has a base in southern Angolo
and, on the basis of rather imprecise positions, opposes the
MPLA e "lad by halfbreeds and petty ~bourgeais lements. "
1t will alse be necesary to detail the role and importance of

-groups like the GUMO in Mozambigqua that could well play

a third=-force rale.



There is also the question of the white community, and es-
pecially the fate of the layer of "small whites." The MPLA
has already taken a pesition for o multiracial Angola, o posi-
tion that UNITA immediately attocked as "chjectively nea-
colonialist.® Ignaring the white community ond the mestizo
pethy-baurgeoisie would be absurd . But these loyers coold
opt for o Rhadesian-type solution just es eesily as for inde-
pendence with an African majority. They will definitively
choose the solution that Tn their view guarantees their re-
naining an Africen soil without losing their smoll property.
The MPLA hes alwoys oddressad these layers with e view fo
avoiding their being swept info the comp of the hardliners.
But it remains true that these layers occupy o special place
in social relafions, ond sooner or later this position will be
ehallenged by the African mojority. Such a challenge will
force the MPLA to detail exectly what it means by "a society
in which exploitation of man by men no longer exists. "

Finally, thers isalso the question of the Cope Verde lslands,
which has been ot the center of the London negstiations. As
imperialist bases, these islands do not yet hawve a military
implantation by the PAIGC, which must be in pesition to
impase o commen status for Guinea and the Cape Werde ls-
lands. The fate of this small erchipelago will play a decisive
rale during the negetictions, and the PAIGC has until now
taken a position for indisseluble links between Guineo and
the lslands .

A conclusion
In this article we have stressed certain features of the libera-
fion movements:

* thair definitive break with the right=wing and reformist

nationaiism thot hald swoy in the British, Belgian, and French
colonias;

* their uneven penefration by Stalinist theses;

* the revolutionary-nationalist character of their multiclass—
ist concepfions;

* their heterageneity as to the sociol goals of the struggle;

* thair deep empiricism, which opens the door sometimes to
right opportiunist positions, sometimes fo a nontheoratical ap-
proach to the process of the socialist revolution.

To this must be added the profound poverty of international

support extended o the liberation mevements by the human-
ists, Social Democrats,. and Stalinists. Such o situation con
only bolster emonecws onalyses of the international pelitical
field among the liberation movements.

In the final analysis, then, the MPLA, the PAIGC, and
FRELI MO constitute specificities 1n the history of the African
revolution. Given the backdrop of the particularities of For-
tuguese colonializm, political movements have been consti-
tuted within the confines of petty-bourgesis nationalism and
on the outskirts of the revolutionary workers mevement,

The pericd now-opening up will accelerate the fendencies
we hove described obave . The clarification will be uneven,
intensified by the current heterogeneity. Undoubtedly, dur-
ing the revolutionary process now unfolding only a part of
these movements will toke the definitive step to a Marxist
farmulation of their struggle and will come fo an integrated
caneeption of the African revelution. Recompositions, divi-
tions, splits, and regroupments — perhaps even after inde-
pendence has been achieved — will mark the construction
of the vanguard party of the African secialist revalution.

YUGOSLAVIA

TECAINING

by C.VERLA

"“The socialist society of self-monogement, a
'trorsitional stage,” is on ospect of the dicta-
tarship of the praletariat. While the dictotor-
ship of the proletariat hos token an alterad
form corresponding to our special conditions,
let no one overlock the foct that the Yugeoslov
system is still a form of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. . . . Without consciousness of
this content, the door is left open to elitism,
technocratism, and bureaucratism, which open
the way to notienalism, liberalism, ete.®

—= Platform of the Tenth Congress of the
Loogue of Communists of Yugeshavic.

The Tenth Congress of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia
(LCYY, held May 27-30, 1574, wos designed to "régain a
grip” on Yugoslav society. Mare precisely, it marked the
culminotion of three years of internal struggles {during which
soma 50, 000 members were purged) against all currents that
rejected a refurn to centralization of the LCY. These strug-

A GIRID

gles, woged ageinst all these who rejected making the LCY
a political force manepalizing state power and controlling
all decisive ocapects of cultural, social, and economic life,
resulted in silencing all opposition fo the official line. At
the same time, Hwe prestige the Titoist leadership commands
ameng the Yugoslay masses and the importance of that pres-
tige in ik internctiona] balancing acts mode it diffieult to
ratum to a pure Stalinist “meode!” combining political cen-
tralization, centrolized bureauecratic planning, and the con=
sequent suppression of all self~manogement.

The palitical and econamic form of the orientation adepted
and the instifutions set up in Yugoslavia — not anly by the
Tenth Congress, but alwa by the new constitution adopted last
February -- will therefore amount to a conflict-laden combi-
nation of occentuated political centralization effected through
a tight interweaving of the leadership of the party, armmy, ond
state with an extension of the constitutional possibilities of
the workers' participoting in the management of foctories.

The workers will be gronted local powers, but at the same

time these powers will be rendered largely formal by the LCY's
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the president for life”addresses the tenth congress

grip and buregucratic control. It is not a matter of o radical
ehange in the previous policy, whether internal ar Tnterna-
tienal, but rather of a sericus slowdown in the process of eco-
nomic "liberalization” accompanied by the forcible "bottling
up” of sociol tensions.

Three years of ‘regaining a grip-

In Decembor 1971, after the massive sirike lounched by the
students in Zogreb (Crootial ond the development of g Croo-
tian nationalist movement (" Matica Hrvatska"), o massive
wove of arrests, trials, resignations, and firings directed pri-
marily ogainst the main Creation leaders of the LCY wos be-
gun. On September 29, 1572, President Tito and Stane Do-
lane, secretary of the LOY executive buregu, went.over the
heads of the leoding bodies of the LCY, the majorities of
which were far from having been lined up behind Tito, and
oddressed o "letter, " known as the "Lattor from Tito, " to

"all the organizotions and all the members of the League of
Communists of Yugoslovia." This letter began by criticizing
the “weaknesses" thor hod appeared within the LCY ond that
were preventing 1t from "exerclsing a decisive influence on
social events” and by attacking "lamentably bureaveratic in-
fluence, small-scale proprietary atfitudes . . . widesprend
implantation of opportunism . . . phenomena of ideclogical
and palitical disunity . . . foctional activities and the power
struggles of cliques.”

It was tharefore necessory, Tito maintained, to straighten
things out so that “eorrupt, petty-bourgesis individuals, ad=
wocates of bureaucratic arbitrariness, opportunists, careerists,
and ather ultraleftisk, liberals, nationalists, and 50 on, who
by their behavior are damoging the LCY's reputotion" could
be "removed from t.e ronks" of the LCY. "There cannot be
any place in the LCY, " Tite wrote, "for those whose incomes
have been acquired by means thet are contrary to socialist
norms and lows. ™ On the bosis of this straightening cut pro-
cess, accompanied by the greatest "theoretical and ideologi-
cal rigor, " "the leading bedies of the LCY should oct directly
and concretely so that responsibility for managing secial af-
fairs and affains of stofe moy be consigned to pemsons who will
acquit themselves in the interests of the working class and the
development of socialist self-manogement. . . . "

For months this leter was reprinted in the press and read,
commented on, and discuessed on the radic and television.
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This was sccompanied by a small-scale "cultural revolution"
during which evaryone expressed his complaints and those
wha had enriched themse lves foo blatantly hed to ocecunt for
their resources; some were sven brought to frial. The egali-
tarian aspirations that parmeats Yugoslav seeiety hod some
chance to come fo the surfoce. But what wog the real effect?
It was negligible, for the system that is ab the very rest of
the existing privileges and secial inequality wos not chal=
lenged. A few scopegoats were brought to frial, but there
wos seorcely any confiscation of the goods they hod aecumu-
loted. Many factories are femporarily without manogers, and
for & few manths many persons with petty-bourgecis and bour-
geois aspirations hod fo pock thair bags, Fearful of same kind
of forced collectivization. But that did not happen. Mor is
iton the openda today. Bul the compaign wes able o eose
sociol fentions. The open public debate on the new constitu-
tion and the preparations for new elections provided o respite
enabling the buresuerocy o draw o balance sheet on the
whole “compeign against the billicngires. "

Concurrently, the Titeist leadership fTred enough officials to
imstall teams faithfully devoted to the new policy in all lead-
ing peats. The new ledders wera often not “apparatchilks” of
the wsual Ecttern Europecn fype, but people whe hod been
prestigious leaders during the second world wor. This indicates
a confinuity of the grouping that stimulated the break with
Stalin, the initiation of self-monzgement, and the Reform.
Long=standing political leaders like Kardelj, Bakeric, Stane
Dolanc, ete. remain ot the head of the teom that is now in
power ond leading the parky. Those whe were shunfed aside
did not necessarily hove grest disagreements with the eriento—
tion being applied in economic, sociol, and foreign palicy.
Often it wos those who hod been the most foithful advocotes
of what hod been the official policy of the present leaders
until the turn token in 1971=-74.

The major point of division wes over the new role msigned to
the LCY. But even here there may be o few surprises. The
party "liberals" who were fired might hove been ofraid that
the "hard” nea—Stalinist wing would toke advantase of the
recentralization to carry the day. Such o wing daes seem fo
exist, especially within the ormy ameng @ few Serbian bastions
in Croatia. These currents (some hove even spoken of a "foc-
tion") seized on the "Croation crisis” of 1971 to demand that
the process of “regaining a grip” be pushed forward roward o
toral political ond economic centralization that would have
invalved a mare ferocious repression against dissidents and



even leaders who were still helding their posts but were re-
garded by the neo—Stalinist current a5 tao "liberal” or “no-
fioralist, ¥ Bokaric bajng an example. The lost Crootion con-
gress, held in preporation for the Tenth Congress of the LCY,
indicated that this "hord" wing hod been defeated. The Tenth
Congress confirmed this.

Herce; it i notsurprizing that in o recent spesch (see Paliti-
ka, June §) Tito was oble to moise the possibility of rehabili-
tating some of those who were purged . These "farmer comrodes
inarms, " Tito said, "should net be left gut of social life."
Certain of them "ecould return to the fold of the revolution.
-+ - Let s help these peeole return Fo our ronks. . . . They
were valuable cadres and we need such pecple for aur future
development and struggles.” To be sure, this speech was od-
dressed to members of the Leegue of Communists of Serbia
wha are especially discontented with the removal of their
most populer leaders (Marke Mokezic and Latina Peravie,
wha were fired in 1972 ond 1973, among others). Byt the
speech wos similar in tone to the ane delivered by Kardel]
(see Delo, May 1), who ale spoke eritically but fraternally
of Ronkovic (1) Ronkovie, Kordelj said, hod mode rhe mis-
take of "underestimating the meons of state constraint and
diseipline® that “were pushing the LOY toward centralism, "
and he was olsa guilty of an “insufficiently developed sensi-
tivity on the natignal guestion, " but he remained o “very
eompetent codre !

In other words, it seems that since the positions of the lead-
ing groups hove been assured, the political line baos bean
voted on, discipline has been affirmed, ond the new insfitu-
tons have been set up, the Titoist leadership hos everything
to gain in forces and prestige =~ in arder better to strupgle
ogdinst the “extremists” whe will eentinue to be repressed --
by reintegrating all these whe when all is said ond done do
et stand so far frem the political orientotion possed or the
Tenth Congress and wha, it can be assumed, would eagerly
return ta the party fold. (Outside the ranks of the LCY they
will have less and less of a political and professional future,
of least over the short term. ) Apart from the purely carrupt
motivation thet could push such people to rejoin the LCY,
they will also be sensitive to the foct that the palicy now
being pursued is not one of pure obedience to the Kremlin,
that it is in the final analysis preserving o certaln equilibeium
ameng the variow notionalities, ond that they are better off
preparing for “pest-Titoism® nside the LCY than from the
outside .

Main features of the new policy

* The foreign pelicy is aimed at seeking to mainkin a balance
among allies. There is no doubt that the critical reconsidera-
tion of the Sixth Congress {the 1952 congress, tha first to be
hald after the break with Stalin) and the so-called weaknesses
of the congress ("imprecision” on rhe reclity of the "dictator=
ship of the prolefariat, " premeture " proclomation of the with-
ering away of the stote, "premature™ sbandoning of the ne-
tian of the working clas in fovor of the noticn of the “failing
people" —- wecknesses that were essentially attributed to the
revisionist Milovan Djiles) were viewed with favor by the
Soviet bureaueracy.: "We told you 0, " the Soviet bureaucrats
hove responded . And, as if by accident, the last few months
have seen o Flowrishing of odulatory articles about Yugoskevia
in the press of the once-ogain "freternal ! parties. The French
Communist party, forever ar its post, hos had the plessure of
organizing repeated frips to Yugoslovia, Frence Mouvells,
the CP weekly, reprinted major excerpts of the Letter from
Tiro in September 1972(2) and the CP manthly La MNeuvelle
Critique in April 1972 reproduced "Three Speeches by Tik"
that were apparently speeches delivered during the “regain-

ing a grip" compaign. The LCY's Ninth Congress, which was
kald in 1769, wos boyeatted by the "fratemal” parties, os
were all the other congresses held since the second warld war
[excepf the Eighth Congress in 1964]. Only the Rumanion
CP showed up af the 1987 congress. But everyone was on
hand far the Tenth Congress,

The infervention of Soviet troops in Czechaslevekia had in-
troduced "a certain chill. ™ In fect, the Titalst leadership
had called for armed resistance In the evant of o Soviet in-
vasion of Yugoslavia! An ounce of prevention . . . And there
is a deep enough trodition of resishonce in Yugoslovio to sup=
pose that @ Soviet intervention there would hove immediately
touched off o civil war. The membership of the LCY suddenly
sowelled after August 1968 cnd the condemnation of the Soviet
intervention by the Yugoslov leoders. On the cther hand, the
relative ropprochement with the Soviet bureaucracy after ini-
tiatien of the “regoining a grip® compoign clearly resulted in
o decline in memberhip. (Aport from the 50,000 purged,
gbout ¥0, 000 people hove nof renewed their membership
singe 1%58.) Mevartheless, for the clrrent leadars there is

no question of refurning fo the bosom of the Soviets. They
knaw this, and they scarcely have any illusians in the “pra-
letarian internotionalism” involved 1n relofions with the Sa-
viel bureoucracy. In addifion, fhe mointenance of their in-
dependence is passible becouse of their balancing pelicy;

ard their own prestige in the eyes of the Yugosluv mosses
would drop drestically if they were to abandon this policy.

The Soviet bureoucrats have cerfainly fried o gxert some
pressure through economic “aid. " Who wouldn’t extend aid
when a fraternal party is Tn orisis! There have been negotio-
tions invelving 51, 300 million of Soviet cradits Tnvasted n
varipus bronches of industry. But to ulilize these credits the
Yugoslovs would hove had te hove encugh maney on hand!
And besides, it is all the better far the Soviet bureoucrocy if
the Yugoslavs use Soviet maoteriol instead of developing their
owr infrastructure. Sooonly 540 million wos able to be used.
On April 25 new negotiations were opened to try to recch
ogreement on an additional $300 million. But on the whole,
Yugeslay trade with the Comecon countries remaing relatively
weal (obout 25 percent of imparts and expork] .

The policy of opening Yugoslavia to investments by westarn
capitalists is therefore continuing. It 75 aimed al infroducing
madern technaology into Yugoslav industry and agriculture,
whaose productivity remains low. This is being done in the
form of creation of "mixed componies” in which o maximum
of 47 pereant of the capital con be foreign-owned ond the
companies are subject to the control and regulatiors of self-
management. | These controls are aften more formal than real,
for "parity” monegement commitiees have been et up in
which the foreign fnvestors can bend the legisiation that is
formally in effect.) The open crisis ond the recrganization
baing presied by the Titofst leadership hove engendered a
certein reticence among copitalist investors, who ore not-
urally Il at eme when o hunt for "Billienaires" 15 soing on.
Mavertheless, the LCY's regeining a arip on the situation and
the protective guerontees offered invested copital will again
stimulate investment in Yugoslavio. The recent signing of
agresments between Yugoslavia and U.5. compaonies, of
which thera were twenty=five in 1973, is proof of this.

This policy of seeking allies "in both comps™ hos been gocom-
penied on the internal politicol level by the ousting of the
mast hardened edvocates of rapprochement with the Seviet
Union. At the seme time o3 foreign CF delegations wers ar-
riving in Yugoslovio and receiving warm welcomes, twe im-
portant newspapers {Viesnik of Februery 27,1974, and NIN
aof February 24, 1974) published arficles criticizing the inter—
nal gystem Tn the LIS5RE o2 o couse of the emergence of a Sol-
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zhenitsyn. All the works of this author have been published
in Yugaslovia, and two publishing houses have decided to
publish his latest efforts. Thus, os we hove siressed, the main
thrust of development should not be sought in Tnternational
politics; and whet might appear o5 ideological "concessions™
made to the Seviets Tn reality correspand much mere to the
internal problems of Yugeslay society in crisis. The principal
resporse of the Titoist bureaucracy to thet crisis has been the
palicy of centralization.

* Tawerd a total control of political and cultural life by the
LY. This is evidenced by the leadership's will to regain
cantrol aver the youth organizations (sometimes by merging
argenization: of dissident students with those of high-schoolers
who are mare Hghtly controlled, os has been propesed in Slo-
venio and Serbia) and to establish ideslogical contral aver
educafion, philoiophical reflection, and culture. For several
maonths the professors werking with the review Praxis, who
favar democratic centrallzation of self-mapogement os against
the LCY"s monopely of palitical power, have been subjected
to prassura: There have been threats, demends for their ex-
pulsion from the university, withdrawal of their pessports.
{See |NPRECOR, No.2.) But because the organs of the foc-
ulty are ot vet direct instruments of the LTY's palicy and
becouse the prafesors are highly esteemed and guite popular,
the buresucracy hes nat yet been oble to ramove them from
their posts. But the pressure is continuing —- financial pres=
sure on Praxis and the Kereula cadre schoal that is fed by
Praxis, administrative measuras that will surely be intensified
I Tita has just declared that it would be necessary 1o Figure
out how to take them), and meosures of police repression
against students {eleven indickments have been honded down
against people in Lubljena, Zagreb, and Balgrode whe held
a meeting net anly te defend the Belgrade professors, bul also
to affirm their desire to struggle against all bureaucratic priv-
ileges and for real seli-manogement "fram the bottom up™).

It is not impossible that the buregucracy will take adventoge
of the oftermath of the Tenth Congress (which hos effectively
guarded its rear) and the coming demobilization during vasa-
tions to intersify this repression and possibly to combine if
with presures aimed at frying to comupt the professors.

But this political centralization is alis asserting itself on the
canstitutional level through the new statutes odopted af the
Tenth Cangress, through the instirutionalized interweaving
of the party and the state. During the earlier pericd of de-
centrolization end federalism (which also affected the LCY),
party congresses forbid party leoders to simultancously held
leading positions in the state apparatus (with the exceptien
of Tito). This was a corollary of the new conception of the
rale of the party that wos intreduced at the Sixth Congress,
namely that the party wos o1 odviser rather than the “van—
guard of the werking closs in power." To assert this new con-
ception, the Communist party changed its nome to the League
of Communists of Yugoslavio. 1t wos said that the state was
starting fo wither away, But the Tenth Congréss analyzed the
recent erisis os o serinus one morked by an Tntense class strug-
gle:

"The role and power of the banks and the large commercial
establishments was growing grecter and greater, while the
resourees of the productive ergonizations were declining ond
their share in the division of the social product was diminish-
ing still mere. . . . The forces of self<manogement were run-
ning up ageinst the unisa between the bureoucratic-fechno-
cratic and bourgeais-liberal forces. ™ (Platform of the Tenth
Congress, p. 17.) This wos why there was o refurn to the
"dietatorship of the proletariat, " which for the buregucrocy
mears dictatorship of the party.
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A nine-member collective body was placed in charge of the
state. This body was compesed of the top officials of the
various republics and provinces plus the president of the
League of Communists of Yugosl;Lv'iT:, wha is autamatically a
member. In proctice, -the eight other members of the current
presidency also come from the presidium of the newly elected
LCY central committes. This cellective presidency of the
state will permit the represenmation of the various notionali-
ties and help the struggle against the tendency of the federo-
tion 1o fall opart after the death of Tite. But al the same fime
it synthesizes the de focte palitical centralization of the
highest leading badies of the state in the hands aof the party-

In cddition, the republican and communal bodies will hence-
farth have three "chambers™: ane composed of delegotes of
producers, -one of thase citizens considered consumers (based
on where they live}, and one composed of represantatives of
“sociopolitical organizations” o5 such, namely the LCY, the
trade umisns, and the Secialist Allionce, which is more Hhiez
ever contralled by the LCY. This mears that members of the
LCY will be represented as such within the state bedies, in
additian to the foct that they will cerfainly ba represented
in the other delegations as well . Compulsery mandates have
beer fnstituted . Since the hardening up of the intemal life
of the LCY has meant forbidding any oppositional current to
express itelf, the delegares of the "sociopolitical chamber®
will be vrcanditional supparters of the laadershin's policies.
And at the same Hme, for any member of the LCY to be cble
to be delegoted o express positions thet might be supparted
by his wark or neighborhaod unit but be in contradiction with
the LCY pasition, there would hove o be at the very leost o
conflict with party discipline. We will see how this system
works in prackice -

| sum, than, the affirmotion of the "dictatarship of the pro=-
letarict" in Yugeslavia today means in reality the control of
the state by the party and the suppression of all apposition.
But thiz palicy is nat encugh. The only force that hos remained
relatively centralized and under Tiro's contral has been the
armmy . Moreover, the army's froditions giva it some prestige.
501t is to the army that the Titoist lesdsrship hos furned o
assure "stabilization" of the situction.

* Strengthening of the weight of +|'bq army within the. party
and the state. Fist, in the party: The lentk Congress sef up
a Central Committes to reploce the old Conferanca. This
Central Cammittes was elected as follows: Apart from Tifo
[wheo is president for life), it has twenty members of the
League of Communists organization in each of the six repub-
lics, Fifteen delegotes from the LC crgonization im the two
gutonameus previnces, and fifteon delegotes of the LT orga-
nizafion in the army. This is an unprecedented innovaticn,
ond it must alse be remembered that military men con be dafe=-
gates fram the republics and provinces as well. The Presidium
of the Central Committee [which hos thirty-nine membars) will
also have two delegotes elected by the porty srganizations in
the army. Finally, the president of the LT arganizations with-
in the army is cutomatically o member of the Central Commit-
tee. And for the first time in mony years the Execufive Com-
mittes of the Presidium includes an active-duty general, Ivan
Kukae. 1n all, abour 12 parcent of the members of the Central
Committes ore military men [whereas ot the Ninth Congress
there were tws military men in the Conference, and of the
Eighth Cangress, there were only & percent military men in

the leodership). And this military presence hos been instifu-
tionalized through the method of electing the leedership of
the LCY.

The military presence is even further sirengthened by the pas-
sibility of the army eccumulating posts within the party and
the sfote and by some recent decisions about the shate appa-



rotus. On May 17, 1974, General Fronjo Herljevic was elected
minister of the interior. Thot means that the civil branch of
the UDB, the Stote Security Service, comes under the control
of the army. Moreover, during o recent speech celebrating
the anaiversary of the UDB, Tito criticized "errors™ that had
been committed previously, nomely that the UDB had been
“too federalist." He claimed that the UDB would have to
adept a new course in which the uniby of the vorious services
{civil and military} would become "essential™ for the UDE fa
be oble to fulfifl it "political role." This general who is now
minisfer of the interfor Is also o member of the new Ceniral
Committee of the party. The minister of daferse, Mikola
Ljubicic, is ela an active-duty general ond o member of the
R

The arry is thus the foree that will ossure cobesion ond de-
ferse agoinst “the intemal or foreign enemy™ in times of cri-
sis. &nd this is exactly whet Tite meant when, during the
Croation erisis, he refarred to the posible rale of the ormy
in the event of o civil war.

Bur this "hormonious! fusion of the powers of the party, the
army, and the stote is not encugh to assure socicl stobiliza-
tion. In Yugoslevia it is not possible o ossert the central rele
of the party by explicitly challenging self=monagement. MNo-
body thinks that there is real self-management, but it is a
formal right that the weekers hove won, In addition, self-
manogemant has seme advantages from the standpoing of the
bureaucracy. 5o long o3 self-monagement remains decentral-
ized, irallows for much more flexible Tinks with the workers
and lets the bureaucrocy mainkain all sorts of intermediary
"gfficials" batween the Tactories and the summits of state
power in arder to muffle cutbreaks of discontent. And it also
allows the burecucracy to base itelf on on gtomized working
class in arder to eantrol the development of technoeratic
forces that are simultonecusly “enemies of self-menagement"
and oppanents of centralized bureaucratic power.

* Strengthening of the party's political end economic contrel
through the extension of se”—nlnng:&menr. This is clearly o
confradictory proces. The role of self-management and the
participation of the workers in the menaging bodies not only
of the foctories but of the stote apparatus & well cannat be
axpanded willy-nilly without this having an effeet on the
demands raised by these some workers, even if the expansion
occurs under the striet control of the party ord outside the
realms of real power, The proaf of this is that there have

been mony strikes waged eround the explicit or implicit themes
of-the struggle to really corry out the decisions of the salf-
management badies and the siruggle ogairst "abuses” of pow-
er committed by fectory lecderships or the manogement bodies.
At the same fime, it is cartoin that in o society in which the
LCY s the only force that hos the right to orgonize, decen-
tralized self-menagement as it presently exists is olso & means
by which the buresucracy can take the edge off conflicts and
keep contrel of the sifuation.

The new constitution dumped the earl)»r "parliomentary=type®
electoral system. From now on the delegate system will hold
sway in all areos (except on the seale of the eentral state
powerl). The Base Units of Assecioted Labor [BUAL, Yugoslav
jargen denoting one or several warkshops or related facteries
and the whale labor community) will form o General Assembly
that will moke decisions, elect ond contral delegates, ond
will ba oble to recall them. Any worker jz eligible, regerd-
less of age. Those who ore not werking must be ar least eigh-
teen years old to be part of o local delegation, Elected dele-
gates retain their positions on the job. {This is cimed at in-
creasing the number of workars participating in the communal,
republican, and federal General Assemblies and reducing the

number of full=tfimers.} A delegate con be re=-elected only
ance, dnd ngone can be a delegate of bwo or more General
Agzamblies simulteneausly (o1 @ producer, o comumer, and
LCY member, for example). In other words, self-manasement
is no longer restricted te the factory level: it will alse go into
effect in stote bodies {but not in the highest bodies), which
will become warieties of assermblies of delagares. The imme=
diate effect af this is that the number of workers in the Fed-
eral Assembly, for exomple, will risa from cbout 1 percent
{6 out of 420} to about 30 percent {some 100 our of 320).
Thus, & whole series of demands of the left oppesition have
been odopted by the present leadership and coopted by the
LCY's political monopoly.

On the economic level, some measures (still imorecisel will
be taken to counter the "spontanecus” effects of the Jows of
the morket. Without eliminating the Reform, the Tenth Con—
gress stressed the underestimation of the effects that the mar=
ket would hove: "It is only through conscious sociol action,
through creating the economic ond sociopelitical conditions,
threugh placing the highest pricrity on the concerted comman
conceplion of self-management development . . . that this
situation (of disintegration of the economyl con be overcome. "
(Platfarm af the Tenth Cungrf::s, - 20.)

But such assertions remoin vogue. Thare is tallc of "suppres-
sion of the ononymous funds of the banks, " of “concentrated
coordinafion of the orgens of self=monagement from the view-
paint af bath price policy and investment and income: policy . "
The "natural emnipotence ™ of the laws of the morket js being
referred fo ogain, But only the left opposition is speaking of
real centralization and self-manogement oz o means of camy-
ing outdemocratic planning. In the minds of momy, the ward
"plonning® is still ossociated with "bureaucratic, * even though
the |essons of decentralization are baing increasingly drawn.
The “solutions® being put forward by the Yugaslew buresveracy
tend fo ossign a cerfain centralizing role to the central eco-
namic decisions made by the LCY through the trode unions,

the mere "political” election of foctory monagers (which prob-
ably means that only members of the LY will be elected),

the presence of the LCY in the orgens of self-menagement,
ond the strengthened control over bonks ond commercial enter=
prises. (There is talk of "self-mancgement™ of banks! But by
whom? Those who have deposited money? The employess?
Ared with what notional ties? This hos not been explained .}

|m ather words, Tt will foke several months to test the reality
of the LCY"s econemic contral of the situation and the degree
of control thot it really wanfs to exért {in price palicy, for-
eign frode, atfc.].

A provisional conclusion

Mone of the cconemic and social problems related to the re-
eent crisis have been resolved. Social Tnequality ond inegual-
ities omang reqions hove been oggrovated by decentralization,
and it would fake o completely different economic centreliza-
ficn to resalve these problems. Productivity of lobor remains
generally low and this ceaselessly increases dependence on
imports, crecting o permanent deficil in the bolance of frode.
Price increases, unemployment, and the lorge number of Yugo-
¢l workers obrood (there are more than @ million Yuposlaw
workers now subjected to the vogaries of the ecenamic situa-
tion Tn the capitalist countries) remain fundomental sources

of discontent, particulorly since the workers are baginning

ta understand the demagogy ond ineffectiveness of the "cam-
paign against billiongires." A broke hos been put on the spon-
tanecus aerfion of the lows of the market, buf that is not
encugh. To'be sure, the technocratic forces in-charge of the
bonks and the export and commercial industries have been
dencunced os “enemies of self-management, " but they re-
main ot their pasts.
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But it is ltkely that the tomlity of constitutional measures
taken ond the changes made in the structure of the LCY rep-
resent elemants of a conjunctural political stabilization in
Yugeslavia. The death of Tito is the real fest that the LCY
will have to undergo to find out if it is really capable of
keeping cantrol of e sifuation in which various contradictory
forces will inevitobly arise to toke adventoge of the disequi-
librium. That will be true of those who favar @ "hard™ policy
as well os of the technocratic "liberals.” In this context, the
possibility of a convergence of the Marxist intelligentsia,
especially the revolutionary Yugoslow students, and the work-
ers who haove asserted their domands by lounching strikes will
be a decisive element for the future of Yugaslav socialism.

Footnotes

1. The former heod of the civilian divigian of the Stofe Secu-
¢ity Sérvice and an odvocate of a "centralist™ orientation,
Rankeovic was fired in 1966, He hed fo pay the price of the
"|iberalization” begun by the Reform of 1945, (Tito himself
is said to have found that his office wes bugged 1)

2. There was an introduction by Ralond Leroy: "At o tfime
when the reactionary press is sbundantly commentfing every
day in a malevalent and distorted monner about tha s lightest
event in Yugoslavia, . . ." We should remamber with what
“malevelence” the press of the French Communist party "abun-
daptly commented" on Yugoslov events at the Hme that Tito-
ism was a synonym for "Hitlerite=Trotskyism. "

LAOS

sovermment
national union™ thim

by PIERRE ROUSSET.

"The Pathet Lo is elready running the country, " a Western
diplomat recently told a correspandent of the For Eastarn
Econamic Review. “All the initiative is coming from their
side. . . . The Pathet Las 73 making all the decisions and
the Vientiane side is doing nothing. | haven't seen one sa-
colled unanimeus decision of this new cabinet that hasn't
stemmed from something the Pathet Lao wonted and pushed
for. The rightists have no leader, no one to follow. That may
be changing slowly — there are signs that they are beginning
te callect their wits and think cbout wha they should have as
a leader -~ but it doas describe the situation at the moment. 1)

That seems te be the opinfon of meny “observers” in Indoching
since the formation April 5, 1974, of the bipartite Vientiona=-
Pathet Loo government a little more than o year after the
signing of the February 21, 1973, accords. And yet, Loos has
hod two previous gevernmants of "Mational Unjon™ (in 1957
and 1962) that were turned to the advantage of the right.
Some of the personnel in the new government are identical
to those of the hwo previcus ones. But to see the extent to
which the Westem diplomat's estimation wes correct -- and
ta see how this third experience differs from the First two --
we must toke o look ot the poradeoxical situgtian of Loos, [t
is this paradexical situation that permits an understanding of
the very porticular place this esuntry eccupies in the lndo-
chinese revalution,

The Laotian paradox

The strategic position of Leas hos made it one of the principal
battlegrounds of the world revelution and counterreve lution.
A buffer state between French and Beitish spheres of influence,
it became the main hinge between the Indochinese revalution
and the revelution in the rest of Southeast Asia. It borders on
Combadia, north ond south Vietnam, China, Burma, and Thai-
lard. This induced the leoders of the Pantagon, imbued as
they were with the spirit of the “domine theory, " to assign o
choice place 1o Laos in their plans to deal a decisive blow
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b the revolutionary process in Asia. The Plain of lars and

the Bolevens Plateay formed the best plotform from which to
shserve ond attack the rest of Indoching. The Annamite moun-
foin range was supposed o "hem in” the Vismamese fighters.
John Foster Dulles dreamed of transforming Laos into an "anti-
Communist bastion. " Consequently, per copife U, 5. aid to
Loos was higher than ta any other country, And the Ameriean
tactic of oir escalation wos Tn many respects tesfed first in
Laos.

When the first steps in the imperialist intervantion against
the Vietnamese revolution were taken, nothing in the history
of Laes prepared the country for playing sech en international
role. On the contrary, of the three Indochiness countries,
Laos appeared perhaps least "ripe” for revelition in it two
combined processes of national liberation end sacial struggle.

Is population, estimated at 3 million, was by far the smallest
of the three countries (Combodia having 7 millien inhabitants
and Vietnam having nearly 40 millicn), and the population
density wos especially fow. Above all, its fack of homoge-
neity wos extreme. Leotians ore divided into three large ath=
nie groups (which are in turn divided inta multiple subgroups)
with distinct cultures and very different economic and social
development. The oldest group, an “Indonesian” type (includ-
ing the Khas}, is mode up of the Los Thaung, who live an the
slopes of the mountains, carry on a “burned sarth agriculture
{growing maize and rice without irrigation], heve a polythe-
istic theology, and only recently developed a written alpha-
bef. The most recently developed group, of the "Chinese”
type; including especially the Meos, are the Loo Soung, who
live an the heights of the mountains and have an intermediary
productive system based on maize, grozing animals, ond pop-
pies. The third group, which is daminant today, of the Thai-
Lao type, includes the Lao Loum, whe occupy the Mekong
plain and the principal valleys of the interior. Buddhists,
they practice irrigated rice agriculfure.

The population of Lass is not anly much more heterogensous
than that of Cambedia (the Lac Loum aceount for barely half



the total); in addition, each ethnic group, except on the
Mekong plain, is dispersed along the mountain tops and slopes
or in the valleys, broken up a3 on @ eheckerboard . It wot con-
sequently more difficult for "insurrectional zones™ controlled
for a long time by a minority {like the Shans regions in Burma,
for example) to emerge in Loes — regions From which a com-
munist guerrilla movement could develop (a3 in Thailend) .
Finally, the Lao Loum did not demonstrate the some sort of
expansionist "dynomism® o5 did the Kinh, the dominant ethnic
group in Vietnom.

This problem is imporkant. The Vietnamese revolution was
able fo tap o thousand-year-old tredition of popular struggle
and an acute consciousness of belonging to a single people

in order to rgdeve]qp the anticolonial and nnﬁ—impﬂl’inﬁif
Fight, The Laotion revelution hod to creote this national con-
sciousness in the course of i1 development. 1o be sure, colo=
nial Laos had seen o fair number of wprisings, but they re-
mained regional in charocter. |n fect, if was not until the
helding of the "Les Mational Congress" August 13-15, 1950,
that o united line for the resistance emerged ., Further in the
pest, @ united kingdom had been formed in 1330, the Lan
Xang [ "kingdem of a thousand elephank"), But it was broken
up ofter 1700, its territory falling under Siomese and Viet-
namese rule. Colenizetion mode the Mekong o frantier, di-
viding the populatien living along its banks. In fact, even
today there are more Loetions in Thailand thon in Lees.

Furthermare, the French sow Loes, like Combedia, os o "buf-
fer stote” and did not seel to exploit ik resources, apart from
tin ond woed. (Even though Loss is rich in various minerols )
At the end of the second world war, there were only five
miles of railrood in cll Lacs! The economy wes in the honds
of metrapalitan capitalists and Chinese traders . The Lootion
bourgeaisie was then nonexistent (with the exception of en-
terprises emplaying less than twenty persons); it wes later to
develop ever so slightly under the Americans, but in the

form of o comprador or bureaueratic bourgeaisie frequently
tied to the Thai bourgesisie.

Above all, whereas in Vietnom o numerically small but con=
centrated proletariat scon emerged and rapidly teok on a

very clear pelitical rele, the Laotion working elass was to
remain weak , composed largely of Vietnomese immigrents
working in the mines ond on the plontations. The economic
and social integration of the vdrious regions ond ethnic groups
was also to remain weak . And colonization tended to dissolve
the old society without creating new classes that could have
accelerated the process of permanent revolution. A strotegic
situation that made Lacs o key battleground between the reve—
lutien and counterrevolution. A history that logged behind
this situation. This dichotomy between the "extarnal™ and
"internal" dynamic of the Lao revelution is crucial. The
Vietnomese revolution waos the backbone of the Indochinese
revolution. The two other countries of former French Indo-
china were integrated inte it. The general rhythm of history
then became common to them all: the August 1745 revolution,
the onti-French resistance, the Geneva cccords of 1934, the
second Indoching war. Cambodia asserted the weight of it
particuler characteristics, notably through "Sihonoukism. ™
Laaos was alsa to experience a special, often exceptional,
development. Today it is the enly Indochinese country in
which o cegse—fire has gone inte effect and o government of
"Mational Unien" hos been sat up. But regions| ond intema-
tional factors weigh more heavily there than anywhere else.

1957- 1962 - 1974

The Geneva accords of 1954 provide the clearest example of
this. |t was in Loos thot they were most unfavoroble to the
revolutionary forces. They did not sanction the emergence of
a new workers stofe o they did in Vietnam. Unlike in Combo-
die, where the armed resistance wos suppesed to cease (but
where the Pracheachan, the Communist perty, weas weaker
than elsewhere), o period of white terror opened up. The Loo
revelution hod te pay the highest price for the "peaceful co-
existence” in which the USSR and the Peoples Republic of
Ching were engeging and for the cheices made ot the time by
the Indechinese communist movement, The Pathet Loo forces
regrouped in the fwo northeost provinces, Sama Meua and
Fhong Soly, largely abandoning the libercted zones where
they hod the longest-stonding bose. The odministration of
these twa zones was handed over to the government of "MNa=
ticral Union" cfter its loborious formation in 1957, And the
majar port of the revolutionary troops was demchilized.

The repression was terrible.  The Pothet Lao recagnizes in
gravity, "In the sceupled zone between 1954 and 1957, "
wrote Pheumi Vengvichit, "they orrested and ossosinated
thousands of patriots, nearly all of them old resistence fight-
ers. "(2) And, occording to Wilfred Burchett, ofter Souvanno
Phouma(d] was everthrawn in 1957, "o sloughter went on in
the twe northeest previnees.” "In Phong Saly . . . nota
single cadre of the Pathet Loo escoped. (4] The Faothet Lac
leaders who hod been paorticipating in the coolition govern-
ment in Vientione (omong them Souvancvong [31) were ar—
rested and survived only becouse they manoged ro escepe,

{ They were oble o recruit their joilors to their couse.) The
two battalions that had kept their orms hod to breck out of
their encirclement by Vientione troops of o very heavy cost
in order to withdrow-ta the meuntains. The first coolition
governmen! thus ended in disoster.

The second one arese in 19462, By then, the Mes Las Halsat
[MLH, the Pathet Las}, hod ogain token up arms and had
liberated two—thirds of Laos. |t undestock its offensive before
"faking eccount, " os Burchett put it, “of the situation of the
socialist comp and the general line of peoceful coexistence (4]
This time the MLH kept ifs forces intact, but it still ogreed

to send some of il moin leaders o Vientione. They ware sup-
posed fo be protected by the neutralist troops of Kong La.(7)
But he wes corrupted and his battolions were infiltrated. On
April 1,1963, the minister of foreign affeirs, a neutralist who
proved to be incorruptible, wos assessinated end Mesovan,
the leader of tha far right, lounched battles ogainst the neu-
tralisf troops who remained foithful to the allicnce with the
Pathet Loo. Souvancwvong, Phoumi Wongvichit (leaders of the
FLH), Colonel Devone ard Khomsouk Keola (neutralist lead-
erd loyal to the NLH) withdrew to the liberated zones. Onee
again oll out wer erupted.

Thus; twao vary bitter experiences preceded the signing of the
February 21,1973, oceords and the esteblishment of the third
coolition government on April 3, 1574, When the Pathet Loo
leaders speak of the cccords of 1954, 1957, and 1942, it is
generally to present them os “glorious victories." But a closer
reading of the most basic werk published in o foreign language
and produced by Vongvichit, a leader of the Lao Revelution-
ary party (the Loo Communist party), shows that his judgment
iz rather more "nuonced. "{B) "The imperialists combine mili-
tary, poelitical, ond diplomatic proceduras in a Machiovellian
manner. - . . When they are in difficulty ond experiencing
setbocks, they perfidiously resort to political and diplematic
procedures. . . . They even went so for as to sign the Geneva
Accords of 1962, . . .™(¥) "Then, (ofter 1934), becouse of
the demcbilization of the majority of the troops of the Loo
Patriotic Front (the MLH), the relationship of forces between
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the revolution and the counterrevalution was temperartly in
favar of the latter. Thus, on the strategic level, the impe-
rialists had the initiotive in their operations against the Lao
revalution, " 10)

1n these pages, Phoumi Wongvichit well explaine why the
Americans were led os o last resart to participate in the ac-
cords of 1942, He does not explain so well why the MNeo Los
Halsat was led to do the some.

It is not simply & matter of writings. From 1934 fo 1757 the
Lostion resistance accepted @ mojor retreat — and paid o
very heavy price for it. In 1962 it suspended ifs offensive,
allowing the enermy to reargonize its forces, ond once apain
exposed some of ik main leaders in Vientione, where they
were protected by unseliable troops. |t then hod to relaunch
its fight in a much less favorable situafion ond was subject fo
significent risks. But it did not give up anything of what it
hod won. In 1973-74, far the fimt time, the accords favor a
positive shift in the material relationship of forces. The con-
tent and cantext of the accords hove chonged.

The division of the right

Mat that the pelicy adopted in 1573 and 1974 by the MNLH
deserves no eriticism., But to understend the character and
impartance of the criticism it is necessary to concede that
the process that has led ke the formation of the third coali-
tan government is insovero| respects opposite to the process
that lad ta the formation of the first two.

* On the military lavel the ™LH, by accepting the cease-
fire of Febpoary 21, 1973, has obviously refrained from founch—
ing a generalized offensive that could have enobled 1t, accord-
ing %o most ebservers, to toke over the last cccupied zones.
But the signing of the accords was accompanied on the ene
hand by a recl military disengagement (even if nota total

ane] with the United States: halt of the bembing, weakening
af the “special farces” of Vang Pac and the Thai forces, de-
crease in the rumber of "advisars, * even the ones disguised

as civilicns. Abave all, the "peutrelization” of Vientiane
{seat of the new government and administrative capitel) and

of Lugng Prabang (seat of the mixed MNotional Political Coun-
cil and roys| copitall was at leest partially realized. This
time, NLH soldiers preceded the ministers inte Vientiane .
More than 2,000 Pathet Loe fraops with madern weaponry are
in Vientiane and obout o thowsand ore in Luang Prabang. The
MLH hes thus wan the battle with the right as to the number
of soldiers autharized to penefrate the puppet zone.

The palice patrali will be mixed, and while it is not certain
that tha right hos effectively withdrawn all ifs forces inex=
cess of those of the Pothet Loo from the reglon, the “com-
mander of the forces of bipartite defense” hos ardered (under
penalty of arrest] all armed forces not included in the sccords
to withdraw ten miles fram the center of Vientione. The MLH
will launch no generalized offensive. But it commonds the
means to block any resart to force on the part of the right.

* The MLH na longsr represents a small minority in the gov-
ernmental bodies, in which the principle of bipalarity is
strictly adhered to (even in the number of cobinet minjsters,
each of which is "seconded” by a secretary of state fram the
“other side™), and the fiction of Sauvanna Phouma's "neutral-
ism® hos been chandoned . The Motional Palitical Council
(presided over by Souvencvong) has been scrupulously sef up
with the same weight as the gavernment (presided over by
Souvanna Pheume) . In reality it hos replaced the "National

26

Souvanovang in Yientiane .

Aggambly™ of Vientiane, which is dominated by the far right
and whese cabinat has decided unonimously (the rule for all
decisions) net te meet even though the occords do rof require
thot. ©n this question the NLH made a gain between the
signature of the secords ond the beloted formation of the gov-
emment. At the beginning; the mixed Political Council was
to be o subordinate body.

* |na general manner, the signature of the accords and the
farmation of the government deenly divided the Laation right.
The “Matienal Assembly, " dominated by the "great familfes”
ard perticularly by the Sennanikene family, was opposed fo
what Seuvanna Phouma wes doing. In fact, Souvenna Phouma
hod 14 block an ottempred caup d'etat fomented in August
1573 by General Thao Ma, who was supported by the Thoi
military and the Laotion far right. |n spite of the participa-
tian of the Champassale, Insisiengnal, and Sanmanikone fom-
ilies in the gevemment, this divisisn iz continuing and con-
cteintly weighs on the situation; while the Pathet Loo, as we
shall see, is mointaining the initictive.

The process now under way excludes any stabilizetion. There
con be na "concord” between the puppet zones subject to the
domination of neccalanialists cnd the fraditional greot fomilics
on the one side and the liberated zones on the ether. A bosic
compromise eculd have been reached through o disguised north—
sauth division of Loss . Thailend eould have contrelied the

laft bank of the Mekang and the Pathet Lao (which holds four-
fifths of Lootian ferritery) could hove token the highlands,
pratecting the Vietnamese frontier. But the Tnterpanetration
going on today, the fraternization that is accurring between
the ranks of the armed forces and the population, the effort
the Pethet Las iz making to multiply contocts berween the two
zones, the right's inability to stop all this, and the political
initiotives that the Pathet Loo is undertaking in Vientianae

and Luang Probang all demonstrate that there has been no

sueh de facto division. The MLH wants ta win the palitical
battle. It knows that it wan the elections in 1958 == Scuvan-
noveng in Vientione got more votes than anyene else. This
time the MLH hos the means to confral the precess, or to be

in pasition to reoct immediately.

The choice of "palitical struggle" mode by the MNLH and
obave all the estoblishment of the coalition gevernment il-
lustrates the change in context that has occurred in Indoching
and the desire of the MLH to align itself as far o5 possible
with the choices made by the Yietnamese CP.

From its refusal to sign the Geneva accords of 1954 until very
recently, Wathington had supported the far right of the Vien-
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tigne regime (Mosowven, Sonnonikene). This Fime Wathingtan
ollowed Souvenng Phouma to crush Thoo Ma's otfempted coup
in August 1973, This switch cannot be understood in- terms of
Washington's regional choices. Locs continues to occupy
strategic position, for it borders certain important insurrec-
tional regions in Thailand {ond teday the Vietnomese and
Loatian communists-are very much stressing the scrivity of
the Thai CP). Furthermore, oil depesits have just been dis-
covared in Loos. Should they prove to be extensive, imperi-
alism's interest in economically exploiting Loos ceaild be re-
awakened . But in the search for new "lines of defense” in
the regian, American imperialism hos visibly decided to give
priority to Saigen and Phnom FPanh.

The reoson is understondable . The militory relationship of
forces in Lacs s such that it weuld have required considerable
II.5. investment — ond probably direct intervention -- fo
resist o possible generc] offensive by the Pathet Loo. And
that sort of investment of energies was mode that much more
diffieult in thot the pelitical crisis of the puppet regime was
clear ard Souvanna Phoumo oppeared as o political figure of
some viger. Shartly after the signing of the February 21 ac-
cords, Washington bombed positions in the |iberoted zones in
the sauthern part of the country. This was probably o final
test of the copacities of the puppet army. And the puppe!
ormy seems to have flunked. The American government foday
has opted for o palitical test: the evolution of Loos will clor-
ify the orientetion of each party thraugheut Indoching. This
certainly does not mean that American imperialism hos now
renounced any inferventicn.

It is not victory

Male are going to help this side (Vientione) win the slections, ”
a member of the U.5. Agency for Intemational Development
brazenly declared to Marc Filloux.{11) Scuvancvong, presi-
dent of the Central Committee of the Pathet Lae dand of the
new Mational Council, did not fail to stress: "The Americans
hawve net given up their neccolonialist aims in Loos, ond the
reacticnaries are reody to do anything fo preserve their priv-
ilegas."(12) And the MNLH is raising all sorts of womings.

The strategic position of the MLH is faverable . But the pres-

ent sitvation remains indecisive, susceptible to being turned
areund . The February 21 accords trensformed the context of
the struggle; they did net represent the final victery of the
Lao revalution over all the territory of Loss . [t s in Hhis
fromework thot o critique of the Pathet Loo's orientation is
necessary, for that orientotion rests.on o twafold hypothesis
about the course of the Lao revalution.

First, it intensifies the dependence of the Loo revolution on
the development of the Indochinese and world situetions. Thit
dependence is in the first place objective, linked to geograph-
ic proximity, common hisfory, dnd. the parodoxical relation=
ship of "internal” and "external® foctors in the revelutionary
d:\r\chpmcnf of the country. The dependence iz alse recipro-
cal end nurtures the selidarity that unites the verious compo-
nents of the Indochinese Revalutionary Front. But, just the
same, it is what determined the ottitude of the NLH in 1954,
1957, and 19482, ond is determining it today. The Loo revelu-
tion adjusts its thythms to those of South Vietnom (and not to
those of Cambodia), where they are slewer. In this the MNLH
accepts a threat that is very probably justified less by the
danger of American re-escalation than by the poliey of the
Seviet Union end China. The Khmer Rouge hove not desired
te fink the course of their revolution to Seuth Mietnam in this
manner .

Second, this political chaiee is mot unreloted to the charoe-
ter of the future Lootion workers state. It is probable that
such a state will amerge ot the conclusion of the process now
gaing on. But while the NLH has liberated four-fifths of the
territory of Loos, half (nwo=-thirds according to Vientione) of
the population remains in the zone controlied by puppet froops.
This iz especially true of the big concentrations of population.
The experience of revolutionary struggle emong this impertant
saction of the populotion threotens to be very limited . Refu-
gees returning to the libaroted zones will be integroted inta
the existing MNLH administration while a revelution "from the
top down® will unfold in the areos of population concentra-
tion, ot least unless o more vialent reaction from imperiolism
aor the right friggers a proliferation of insurrectional processes.
Here again, the Lootion situation differs from the Cambodian
one, in which the struggles even in Phnom Penh are quite
numerous. Under these conditions, the development of ex=
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periences in proletarion democrocy, especially in the "cities, "

will be more difficult. And this can enly intreduce bureou—
cratic deformations into the future worker stote. There again,
the choices made by the Indochinese communists are not the
are not the sole factor. The extreme econemic bockwardness
of the country, the extreme grovity of the destruction coused
by the war ("From Morth to South, there iz no longer a single
village standing" in the liberated zones, Soth Pethrasy told
Marc Filloux{131), and the world situation, owver which the
Indechinese communists have no control, will be above all
responsible for these bureousratic deformations.But the arfen—
tation of the NLH partially adapts te these difficulties instead
of fighting them systemmatically. This is not a particular prob-
lem of governmental Formula, but one of the consequences,
one of the most serious aspects of the orfentation of the Indo=
chinese communist moverment os to the nature of Stalinism,
the place of soviets in the socialist revolution and the work-
ers state, the internal regime of the porty, and so on. These
are weaknesses of orientation that todoy ore bolstered by the
bureauvcretic deformations of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam.

The key question remains that of the ottitude of the MLH to-
ward the armed forces and tha regime. From 1934 to 1957
"Matienal Union" was purchased at the price of abandoning
the liberated zanes and demobilizing the liberation army. In
1962 it allowed the proimperiolist forces to catch their breath.
But in 1973 ond 1974 it seems that the NLH will not content
itse|f with maintaining its existing forces, but s 2eeking to
decompose the bourgeois army and fo erode the foundations
of the puppet regime in ifs lost bastions. But even under the
assumpticn thot this is the perspective of the NLH, and taking
account of past axperience in Laos, the intensification of the
dependence of the Lao revolution on the regicnal and werld
context, like the implications of the palicy of "MNatianal
Unien" on the emergence of soviet forms of power illustrates
why the Trokkyist movement os a matter of principmmT
any coalition ment with beurpesis formations, even
én the coali ines not necessari |y prevent the victory
Df the revelut

Finally, on« ional scale, the orientation of the

MLH mokes ult the education of the new revolu-
Honary gens: ilitates the job of the petty-bourgesiz
nationalist ar t feaderships in other countries and
derails the so wvements . Here again, if is not a

matter of an s cme, but of a particular aspect of the
dichotomy that « = between the objective lessons of the
Indochinese revolution and the copocity of ifs leaderships to
fully draw these lessons for the benefit of the world workers
mavemeant.

Since April 5

The development of the situation in Laas since the farmation
of the coaliticn government confirms both the position of
strength of the MLH and the road that remains to be traveled.

The response of the population was immediately faverable.
When Souvancvong arrived in Vientione he received a trium-
phant welcome, tens of thousands of demonstrators massing
aleng the road between the airport and the city. Even before
the formotion of the new govarnment the student movemant

in the provinces had for the first time maossively demonsirated
ogainst the puppet regime. The declarations of the student
mevement in Vientione since then confirm the tendency of
this miliey to move toward the camp of the Pathet Lao. Fur-
ther, the soldiers of the MNLH are multiplying their initiatives:
satting up a free hospital in Luang Prabang, porticipating in
works of construction and agriculture, etc. The mixed Polit-
ical Council has just adopted a program calling for the fusion
of the armies fo create an integrated amy that will partici-
pate in production and be self-sufficient. More than 50, 000
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refugees (10 percent of the estimoted total] have returned o
the libarated zones so for.

On the governmental scale the success of the Pathet Lao hos
not been limited to sweeping aside the "MNationol Assembly®
{which was proveked by King Savang Yathana's disapproval
of this body). The ten-point oction progrom quickly adopted
by the govemment was presented by Phoumi Yongvichit and
is of clear Pathet Loo inspiration. The eighteen-point pro-
gram that has just been adapted by the mixed Political Coun-
cil reproduces, sometimes verbatim, the theses of a speech
given o short while age by Seuvanovong. A majority of the
Council seams to be leftist, Generally speaking, journalists
see Souvanovong becoming the mest impartant leader of the
regime and Vonovichif o3 the number twa governmental per-
senality able to replace Souvanna Phouma, and they wonder
if the mixed Politicol Council is nat in process of supplanting
the government.

tevertheless, confrontation seems to be inevitohle on three
guesfions:

* On the noture of international oid. The United Stotes is
making no secret of its desire to make use of its economic
power and Loos's extrerne need to bolster the "Vientione side.”
The MLH has not failed o demil the mandatory conditions
under which intemational aid con be occepted. " Those who
give us oid, * Phoumi Vangvichit told Franceis Mivolon,

"must not pose political conditions or impose projects on

us . . - or force us to buy everything fram the danating
countries or demand contral over our utilization of funds.™{14)
Conflict threatens to develop between the two parties over
the problem of concrete control of the funds received.

* O the recognition of the FRG. The South Vietnomese
PRG hes demanded recognition from the new government.
Souvanna Phoumo immediately arswered that "the time was
not ripe. " Phoumi Mongvichit, however, replied that the
government had nat yet discussed the question but that he
was fovorable to receanition of the PRG. There is lirtle
chance, however, that the real conflict will develop on

this point.

* On the fareign troops staticned in Loos. I+ is on this deci-
sive question that the finst public confrontation hes just oc-
curred. On June 4 the Pathet Lao published o communigué
indicating that important problems hod not been resolved,
especially that the withdraweal of Thai and American forces
had not been carried out in time. On the contrary, “the U5,
special forces in Lags have not been dissalved but strength=
ened, " oided in this by the return in civilion guise af saldiers
whio had left the eauntry while the United Stotes was contin-
uing to use military boses in Thailand egainst Locs. Hanol
protested officially and viclently, demanding the dismantling
of these bases. The (puppet] minister of deferse counteraf-
tocked, dencuncing the presence of Morth Vietnomese troops
(not mentioned by the accords of February 21) an the Ho Chi
Minh trail and alang the Mekong.

What surprised journalists was that the Pathet Loo tock for
granted the presence of MNorth Vietnomese forces. For exam-
ple, Phoumi Vengvichit told the Paris daily Le Figoro: "We
have no reason to be suspicious of the MNorth Vietnomese.
They are also fighting against the Americans. They and we
are fighting topether in accordance with the conclusions
reachead at the summit meeting of Indochinese revalutionary
movements held in April 1970, If the Thais and the Americaons
are really withdrawn, | could guarentes that not o single for-
eign saldier would remain in Loos. '{15)

The situation in Loos, os in the rest of Indoching, is unstable.
Behind the opparent "concord™ o struggle fs confinuing that
must result either in the birth of o socialist federation of states
of Indoching or Tn & serious retreat for the Asion revalution.
The anzlysis of the development of the situation must set sup-
porting that struggle as its highest pricrity.
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IMPRECOR Mo. 2 {June 20) reported the murder of three work -
er militonts of the PST (Partido Scciclisto de los Trabajodores
— Seeialisr Workers party), on Argentine sympathizing orga-
nization af the Fourth |nternational. The murders fook ploce

ot 12:30 e.m. on the morning of May 30, when an armed

geng broke into o northern Buenos Aires hesdquarters of the
P57, kidnopped six PST members, and mssassinated three of
them, Antonio Mose=s, Ckcar Dalmocio Meso, and Mario

Sida.

The murder of the three P5T members, all of them worker mil=
itants ploving octive roles in the frode-union movement, is
part of o mounting compaign of ferrorism launched by the
fascists and the union buregucrocy cimed of crushing workers
ooposition ta Persn's efforfs fo “institutionalize” his rule.
INPRECOR Me. 2 alse reperted several other insrances of
violent ottacks on the P5T. Since then, yet ancther artock
has come to light, On the evening of May 30 —— the very
day of the Buenos Aires murders — eight armed individuals
kidnepped three members of the PST in Lands. "We already
killed three of you and now there are going to be six, " the
wictims were told. They were beaten, blindfolded, ond token
tc @ house where the abuse continued for about an hour be-
fore they were relemsed alive. The attackers identified them-
selves a3 being "from the odministrotion” and "from the Lo-
nis police.”

The ottocks of the foscists and bureauerals have follen not
only on the P3T. During April end May an estimated fifty
attocks were mode on offices of left Peronist groups and their
sympathizers; death threats were received by leaders of the
Frents de Jzouierdo Populor (Pecple's Left Front) and the

PRC; Rubén Foggione, a member of the Communist Youth
Federation was killed in northern Buenos Aires o few hours
before the opening of his organization's Tenth Motional Cona=
gress; the previous weekend the residence of o Communist
doctor and two of the porty's headguarters hod been bombed .
|n addition to the murders; there hove been orrests of militants
demonstrating for couses frowned upon by the Paronist govemn-
ment. On May 25 some 250 demonstrators demonding the re-
lecse of palitical prisoners still being held in Ville Devata
prison were amested; on May 27 sixly people were emested

in Cérdoba ot o rally commemorating the 1969 insurmectional
uprising in this city.

The funeral for the three murdered PST militants, held June
T, was hrned into a rally in selidarity with the victims of

the atfocks. Between 4,000 ond 5,000 people ottended, in-
cluding members of many trode unions and pelitizal erganize-
tions. Dorens of lobor, student, ond political organizations
throughout Argenting sent messages of solidority.

The Burenos Aires daily Moticios quoted Jucon Carlos Coral,
one of the cenfral leoders of the PET and a speaker af the
funeral rally, os stating that terrorism wes being "used o an
instrument to enforce the Social Pact” (the government's
antiworker policy] and as blaming the government for not
having token the necessary steps to prevent assossinations
like the ones in northern Buenes Aires. He occused the unien
buresuerocy of carrying out such crimes in response to the
"combative activism™ of the workers.

The PST hos called on "oll workers and people’s organizations,
and all palitical porties and their yeuth groups who are for
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the defense of democratic rights to unite in octicn™ to de=
mand an investigation ond punishment of those responsible
for the killings in northerm Buenes Alires and elsewhere.

Coral also announced that the PAT hod demandad that the
government grant it the right ta have heavy orms in its heod-
quarters for self-defense. Thiz demand was made ot o May 31
meeting betwesn Coral and Minister of the Interior Benito
Liambi, during which the laffer claimed that the Argentine
federal police were the best in the world. If thot is so, de—
manded Caral, "Why heven't they found a single one of those
resporsible for the hundreds of attacks againgt the working
class?*

At the funeral nﬂly Caral summed up the PST's stand an the
next steps necessary to protect the workers and left movemant
from viclence: ". . . if there is no concrete result within
fifteen or thirty doys from the promised investigation of these
tercorist activities, we will consider ourselves notified of the
complicity of the govermnment with the right-wing gangs of
assoming. In these days of back-room pocts, secret agree-
ments, hand-to-hand fighting, and comspiracies, we coll for
the formation of a Pact of Unity in Action for the defense of
civil liberties. And os for Genemal Perén, who seems to be

invalved in sa many pocts against the workers and the people,
we alio call on him te toke a clear stand in support of this
action, which we must fake without delay te ensure demo-
cretic rights. Finally, we demand the formation of a parlia-
mentary commission, with the power to arrest and interrogote.
This commission must have the support of all erganizations
under ortack by Fascist terrorism and of all sectors of the la=
bor movement that have suffered the vialence of the bureau-
cracy’s gangsterism. "

Specking at the rally for the executive committes of the PST,
Mahue| Morens stressed the need fo form worker and enti-
fascist people's brigades and pickerns to defend the movement
ogairst continuing attecks.

Avanzade Socialista, the newspoper of the P5T, has reporfed
pesitive reactions fo the P5T's call for a united front on this
question from spokesmen of the Blogue de Base and Peronismo
de Base (left Peronist formations), Phormaceutical Workers
Union, Lista Marran Metaldrgica from Villo Constitugién

(o closs-struggle tendency Tn the metabwarkers union), LIDELPA
(Unisn del Pusblo Adelonte —- People's Movement for Prag—
ress}, Partide Intromsigente {Intransigent party), and the Com—
munist party.

fraccion rda: organize workers

scif-defense?

The following leaflet wes distributed by the Froccidn Rajo
(Red Foction) of the PRT (Partide Revelucionario de los Tro-
bajedores — Revolutionary Werkers party), an Argentine sym-
pathizing ergonization of the Fourth International, and the
Grupe Obrero Revolucionario (Revelutionary Warkers Group)
at the funeral demcrstration for the three assassinated workear
militants of the Portido Sociolista de los Trabojodores {So=
cialist Workers party], also a sympathizing organization of
the Fourth |ntermational.

* - *

The parapolice armed bands of the bureaucrocy bave comit-
ted @ new erime: Three worker militants, Antonic Moses,
Oscar Dalmacio, and Mario Sida, militants of the Partido
Socialista de los Trobojodores, were kidnopped from their
headguarters and summarily shot.

The mames of thess three fallen comrades, new martyrs in the
struggle of our people for workers power and socialism, are
added to the already long list of victims of police repression
and far=right ossassination that have been carried out since
Paronism's return to power on May 23, 1973, The very day
Cdmpaoro assumed office bwo comrades were killed during

the demonstration for the release of the political prisoners

at Villa Devato prison. Since then, there have been many
deaths in the ranks of nearly all workers and peoples palit=
ical tepdencies: ravelutionary Peronists and fighters like
Dellereni, Liliona | .anoff, Grinberg, Rozzati, guerrillos

of the ERF {"jército Revolucionario del Pueble — Revalution-
ary Army of the People) like Gimenez, Rolden, end Antels,
revolutionary Marxists like comrode MNancy Magliano of the
Froccidn Rojo of the PRT, militants of the P3T like Inssencio
Ferndndez, and so on.

The explaiters and their allies, the bureaucrots, ore thus
using rightist ferror os o weapon o decapitate the workers
movement, the student movement, and the ather popular sec-
tors and to deprive them of their militants. This repression is
not aimed solely at one organization or tendency but ot all
thase struggling in a detfermined fashion to defend the inter-
ests of our people.

Who benefits from this rightist terrorism? 1t s always the ex-
pleiters and profiteers and the policy that they are curently
wsing to defend their interests: the social poct of the bureau-
crofs ond employers, the Ley de Prescindibilided (low on se=
curity and employment of civil servants), the law on foreign
investments, the low'on professicnal cmociotions, the reform
of the penol code, the university low, and 3o on. Repressian
ond. intimidotion are necessory to succeed in impoging fhis
policy that is confrary to the interests of the werkers and the
people.

This rightist terrorism that is developing with impunity is di-
rected in the first place from the highest levels of the gevern-
ment. The gangs of ossassins from the fascist groups and the
bureoucreey, |ike the CNU or the C aF O, are armed and
furnished with ammunition by the police and the army. The
ones responsible are those who gather oround assossing like
Villor ond Morgaride (chiefs of police undar the military
dictatorship reappointed by Cémpora and Perdn), Lopez Rega
ond Osinde, Brito Lime and Lastiri. The real responsibilily
lies with the government, which has nathing in common with
@ popular gavernment, but is rather o government of the em-
ployers, the burcaucrats, and the profiteers. The responsibil-
ity lies with this government, which has never lifted a finger
ta ook ifnto the Ezeiza messacre and which protects the tor-
turers of the military dictatorship, The resporsibility lies with
thiz gevernment that cantinues to use repression against strik—
ing workers, os was depe just yesterday at Propulsera, or
against those who demenstrate for their rights, like the in-
habitants of the slums of the Plaza de Mayo. The responsibil=
ity lies with this government that covered for the "coup” in
Cérdoba and that every doy tramples on freedom of the press
(El Mundo, Descomisade, Militancia, and the revalutionary
press|, freedom of amembly, freedom of demenstration, ete.

We can expect this government of exploiters and bureauerats
to do nothing to end the rightist terrorism. We must have no
confidence Tn bourgeois legality. We must hove confidence

only in cur own forces. The enly inguiry that will bring re-

sults fs one conducted l':l:,' the workers ond pec.plu. arganiza-
tions and parties, united without sectarionism Tn the struggle
against repression and assassination .



Agoinst the foscist groups and parapolice gangs no discussion
or beating oround the bush is possible. We will be able ta
balt sheir crimes only if we are sble to confrant them in @
united fashion ond by force. Mo militant must fall without a
retort, ne erime must stand withaut response.

Against repression and assassination letus crgonize workers
salfdafense . We must nat sif with folded arms while the
Fascists strike. Revalutionary militants and the most conscious
militants have o wery concrefe responsibility: to prepore
thamselves and to prepore al| these oround them. In all moss
struggles and al| mobilizatiors let us organize pickets and
self-deferze groups copable of confronting the attacks of the
right in an oreenized manner. Let us create wigilance com-
mittaes in the work ploces ond schools, carrying cut united

action without secrarionism agoimst repression ond in defense
of militants. The foscists and murderers will retreat only if
they find us blecking their way, united and orognized and
recdy to crush them.

AGAIMNST REFRESSION AMND MURDER:

—- FORM A COMMSSION OF INGUIRY AND SOLIDARITY
LUMITING ALL THE WORKERS AND PECPLES ORGAMIZA-
TIOMNS ARD PARTIES!

—— ORGAMNIZE WORKERS SELF-DEFEMSE IN ALL STRUG-
GLES AMND MOBILIZATIONS I THE WORK PLACES AND
SCHOOLS!

—- DOMN'T DISCUSS WITH THE FASCISTS AND MURDERERS!
CRUSH THEM!

AFRICA

FULL INDEDENDENCE

While strikes are breaking out in Mezambigue and Angola,
and while moss movements in favor of the PAIGC ore unfold-
ing in Guinea-Bissou, o declarations sum up the cument
state of the relations betwesn the liberation ravements and
the Partuguese govemnment. On June 11, an the accasien of
the inouguration of the new gavernces of Mozambique and
Angola, Spinolo reaffimed the strict positiors of his regime

[ Maeio Soanes, shope upll: cease-fire, recanstrustion and
development, establishment of demoerotic struchures of portic=
ipation (7), reconversion of political ard seonomic struchures,
refarendum. Thus, Spinola recalled his refusal to ghbanden the
Cape Verde lslends o the PAIGC and his plan to consfruct a
third force to wse ogainst the liberotion movements. A Few
days later in Algiers, negotiations with the PAIGC were sus=
sended indefinitely. On lune 10 Marceline Dos Sanbos ex-
plained on British television that FRELIMO would halt the
sale of energy produced by the Cabora Boma dom to South
Africa and Rhodesie, would strictly opply @ blockade and
would totolly support the cause of the African nationalists of
these couniries.

The present hardening of the situaticn is not surprising, given
the function of the Spinola regime. The reformists in fhe gov-
amment of Mational Union hove played their first cord: an
attempted seduction of the liberatien movements. Cunhal,
the general secretary of the Communist parky, haos just re=
peated the nub of the matter in an interview with Agence
France-Presse: "the recognition by the Amed Forces Move-
ment that the solution is political, not military. There is alse
the recagnition of the right of pecples to ge |f-detemination
and independence. And that is impertant. ™ As for Maria
Soares, he simply went to the MATO meeting in Otowa. He
has swermn up and down that he is not seeking o neocolenial
<olution. But evaryone knows that this is the sole chiective
aof the MATO eountries. 5o what does Soares say about that?
“Far a lang time | hove criticized MNATO publiely ond sus-

School in liberated territory, Mozambigue.

#
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pected that it hod given much oid te the old government.

« » « Mevertheless, there must be a system of Western secu-
rity, just as the East has military allionces. We are part of
the West_. We are therafore faithful fo this alliance, we
would only want to give it a more political content, to axis
it around defense of democracy and the rights of men. ™ A
good trick|

The nomination of General Silvine Silveiro Morques as gov-
ernor of Angolo ond of Alfonse Mendes as secretary of lobor
elearly indicate the regime's desire to gain control of the
palitical and social situation. Important personalities in the
old eslanial administration, they were appointed fo satisfy
the colons and stop the development of workers struggles. In
Guinea the general stoff is deliberately proveking a shortage
of foad products. In Mozambique the army hes announced
new offensive, and South Africa has declared that its amy
is blocking 1,500 miles of the border and reserves the right
of pursuit if Angala or Mozambique serve as sanctuories for
the armed nationalist mevements in South Africa. Simulta-
necusly, it wos announced that Mario Socres hod arrived in
Pretoria,

Mevertheless, the Portuguese colonial army is suffering from
an advanced stare of decompasition. In Guineo-Biseou there
are mere apd more cases of fratemization batween the ranks
of the army and the liberotion movements, and the PAIGC is
secking to definitively detach the African regiment from the
tutelage of the general staff. In Mozambique an enfire regi-
ment in the combat zone has published a communiqué support-
ing FRELIMO and affirming its desire to lay down ifs arms.

As for the liberation movements, the PAIGC has just affirmed
the principled besis for all future negotiotions: recognition
of the state of Guinea-Bissau and independence for Guinea
and the Cape Verde Islands. ln an interview with the French
weekly |'Express Samora Mache! of FRELIMO reaffirmed: “The
only thing we will agree to negotiate is mechanisms of the
transfar of the government te FRELIMO. . . . As for the war,
it will last o3 long os colenialism and neccolonialism last. ™

Finally, in Angela UNITA has just signed o cease—fire accord
with Lisbon, allowing Lisban the chance to demonstrate its
“good will." In eddition, the formation (in Zairel) of a Likb-
eration Front of Cobinda that is prepared to negoticte hos
been announced. But it is still the Angole Mational Libero-
tian Front, the puppet of Maobutu and the ClA which has just
acquired the support of Peking, that represents the main dan-
ger to the liberotion stuggle. The crisis in the MPLA, in
which three foctions are competing, can only fover Halden's
reactionary right=wing movemant. For its part, the Portuguese
government sees in Holden the silent partner of American pol-
oy in o future neocolonial Angola. Recalling the fate of the
hopless Belgian bourgeaisie in the Conge, Holden 1s still re-
fusing to play that cord, hoping to profit from the erisis in
the MPLA. That is the decisive foctor in the immediate future
of Angola. Will there be o breok or o compromise among the
three foctions? A clarificotion and the independent emergence
of an anticapitalist left tendency or a patchwork that will
fover the right? The coming congress of the MPLA will be
decisive.
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