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econtents 5 PST mils
Five PST Militants Murdered | 2 mi nts
SPAIN. murdered
A Difficult Phose — by Poco Robs 3
We have just received ward that five comrodes of the
EUZKADI Argentine Partido Sociolisto de los Trabajodores (PST—
Save the Lives of Gormendio and Otoeguil 5 Socialist Workers party), sympothizing crganization of
the Fourth International, have been murderad by fos-
PORTUGAL cist gangsters. The bodies of the comrodes were found,
The Two Comps Radicalize —by A. Udry 7 beaten and bullet=ridden, in Berisso, o suburb of Bue-
Text of the August 25 Accord 14 nos Ajres, near the Propulsora foctery. The murdered
Statement of the United Secretariat of comrades—Adriana Galdua, Anno Moria Lorenzo, Lidia
the Fourth Intermational 15 Agostini, Huge Frigeric , and Roberto Loscertales—hod
been doing work in defense of o strike at Propulsora,
BANGLADESH These ossossinations are the latest in a long series of at-
The Coup: Ifs Roots and Consequences temphs to terrorize the Argentine workers movement and
—by Jovad Hussein 17 it vanguard, The Argentine working class, fresh from
it recent victorious general strike, will certainly know
ANGOLA how to respond to the desperate ottacks of the far right:
Toward Civil War? —by C. Gabriel 20 with the broodest possible active salidarity and self-
deferse .
EGYPT
Twenty Revolutionary Marxists Arrested 27 Solidarity with the PST and all vietims of rightist terror
El-Akhbar's Report 29 and repression|
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spain:
- adifficult phase

by PACO ROBS

One year ogo, there were real indications that the
Franeoist regime woas facing imminent collopse: The co-
i lessol impact of the events in Portugal, Fronco's critical
illness, ond the political offersive launched by the Span-
ish Communist party through the creation of the Junta
Democratica® all pointed in that direction. It looked
like the oldest dictatorship In Europe would come 1o a
[ quick end,

Teday, the Portuguese revolution is marking time and

is in donger of going under, despile the decisive prog-
ress it has made in o remorkably short time; Fronco has
generally taken hold of the reigrs of power once again
and Is infusing new life into the fascistic far right; the

"The Junta Democratica (Democratic Council), which
was created in August 1974 on the initiative of the CP,
included sectors of the Christion Democracy, the Carlist
party (which hos since left), and two Maoist organiza-
tions of the far left, Bandera Rojo and the Partide del
Trabojo. Bondero Rojo hos since fused with the CP.

Junta Democratica iz facing competition from the "Dem=
ocratic Convergence" set up by the PSOE (Partido So-
cialisto Obrero Espafial — Sponish Socialist Werkers par-
ty, the Spanish 3oclal Democrocy), both coalltions
vainly seeking to precipitate a peaceful transition to
liberal bourgeois democracy by orgonizing corridor com=
binations,

Although it stands on the threshold of its death agony,
the dictatorship seems to hove geined o second wind by
unleashing o repression whase violence and ferocity
have been rarely equalled in recent years,

The reasans for the present hardening of the regime must
be sought in a powerful rise of the class struggle, of
which the Basque couniry represents the most advanced
point (see the statement of the LCR/ETA-VI on the gen-
eral strike in the Basgue country), and in the intensifico-
tion of the erisis of the dictatorship, just ot the moment
when fissures in the army itself are seeing the light of
day. This also indicates how dangerous this hardening

5, ephemeral os it moy be.
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During the summer there were many arrests of militants
of the ETA-V, the FRAP (Frente Revolucidnaric Anti-
foscista y Patriotica — Patriotic and Antifascist Revolu-
tionary Front], and the UPG (Union del Pueblo de Gali-
cia — Union of the People of Galicio, an outonomist
organization linked to the ETA=V), "Wilson, " one of
the major leaders of the ETA-V, was coptured by the
palice, who consider him the organizer of the attack
on Carrero Blanco. There is little doubt that he will be
sentenced to death; the death sentence hos also been
demanded against five FRAP militants who are accused
of killing o policeman in Madrid,

In addition, during o recent meeting of the Council of
Ministers, Fronce got o decree-law adopted suspending
two articles of the constitution that guarantee the invio=
lability of private households and limit to seventy=two
hours the length of time that a person can be held by

the police without being chorged; thus, o de facto state
of exception for oll Spain for o pericd of two years was
enacted,

The far right s again gaining strength within the stote
opparatus. But the regime will find no way out through
this resort to terror. The army, losi resort of the dicta-
tarship, has also been affected by the general crisis,
Even if the offair now seems to have been squelched,
the arrest of nine officers at the beginning of August re-
vealed the existence of a structured current within the
ormy opposed to the Francoist regime, the Democratic
Military Union.

This crganization, which seems not to have been uncon-
nected with the work of the CP, is reported to include
nearly 1,000 officers. Although a list of 300 of them is
said to have fallen into the hands of the police, the re-
gime was unoble to take ony action ogainst them. The
very last props of the regime have been undermined,

The Portuguese revolution

The events in Portugal hove direct repercussions in Spain.

A powerful occelerator of the crisis of the Froncoist dic=
matorship during Its first phose, the Portuguese revolution
weighs on the present Spanish situation through both ifs
conguests and its uncertainties.

At first, the Sponish reformist porties, the CP in the first
ploce, comsidered the Partuguese revolution o striking
confirmation of their policies: It wos possible to move
peacefully from a decadent dictatorship to o regime of
bourgeois democracy without touching off a revaolution-
ory process that would directly challenge  private
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property in the meams of production or the state appa-
ratus. But since the events of March 11 in Portugal and
the shorp acceleration of the pace of the Portuguese rev-
olutlen, Spanish condidates for Sprnola’s role have be-
come Increosingly scorce ond the bourgeois liberals will=
ing to accept an allionce with the workers parties have
become much more discreet.

The Junta Democratica is trying to gain o second wind,
The CP is attempting to convince the bourgeoisie that
they have every interest in quickly replocing the dicto-
torship; otherwise thay will have to do so nder much
more difficult circumstonces later on, in foce of a much
more powerful mass movement. But the bourgecisie is ex-
hibiting an elementary class instinct, retreating before
the already present threat of a working class thor hes
recently given every evidence of its strength, combat-
ivity, and maturity,

Moreover, the deep division of the workern movement
in Portugal alse rebounds on the Spanish situation. The
PSOE, which had refused to join the Junta Democratica,
has just created the Democrotic Convergence around a
progrom of closs collaboration quite similar to that of
the Junta Democratica. The Democratic Convergence
has the support of certain sections of the Christion De=
mocracy, the Carlist party, and two Maoist orgoniza-
tions, the MCE and the ORT {Organizacién Revolucio-
naria de los Trobojadores — Revolutionary Workers Or-
gonization). The presence of these two revolutionary
organizations, which are among the strongest of the far
left {especially in Euzkadi, where they lead the workers
commisslons), provides the PSOE with a left cover and
an influence among the workers vanguord that s rather
greater than the PSOE hod expected,

The powerful stimulus that wos provided by the beginning
of the Portuguese revolution has lost much of its force be-
couse of the division of the workers movement ond be-
couse of the policy of class collaboration that nearly

all the workers organizations are following, whether in
the Junto Democrotica or the Democratic Convergence.

By seeking to [imit the mass movement to putting pressure
on the bourgeoisie, ond by refusing to mobilize the mos
moveEmEnT In Q girecy @l"ﬂ-f'ﬂﬁ ired owsoulY Um'im'l’ e dic—-

tatorship, the reformist leaderships of the CP and the
PSOE are giving the Francoist regime on unexpected re-
prieve, How many more times will the executioner's axe
fall while this reprieve losts?

September 3, 1575



~ save the

lives of
garmendia

& otaegui

The following statement was released on August 31 by the Political Bureau of the Lige Comu=
nista Revelucionoria/Euzkodi ta Askarasuna=Yi [(Revelutionory Communist LEﬂguE.-Eﬂ}qu& o=
tion and Freedom=5ixth Congress), sympathizing erganization of the Fourth International in

Spain,
More thon ever, every minute counts|

Follow the example of Euzkadi: Everyone in struggle,
everyons. on strike, everyone in the streets!

The dictatorship's opgression is brutol and hard . It is
determined to murder Gormendio ond Otoegui. The farce
triol — during which witnesses did not even recognize
Gormendio; and in spite of that he was condemned fo
death — could not hove been more scandalows. What

the dictatorship wants above all is o palitical act of
clear significonce: to show the workers movement what
fate is suffered by those who struggle to overthrow it.

Every minute counts. Next Wednesday {September 10},
the murder of the twa militank of the ETA~V may be
carried out. Only the broodest and most determined mo-
bilization of the workers and all the people will be co-
pable of preventing this:

Euzkadi hos openly thrown itelf into struggle. And with
even more force ond organization than during the Burgos
trials of Decamber 1970, The united call for the general
strike lounched by the workers commissions and the palit-

ical orgonizations (with the exception of the Notionalist
party) was followed broodly.

In Vizcaya (Biscay, one of the three provinces of the
Baosque country) 5,000 workers of the big factories of
Maorgen went on strike on Thursday (August 28), and
many workshops of the Altes Fornos, Bobeock-Wilson,
Mava General Electrica, ond other companies went on
strike with them. At Morgen, on the right bonk, many
large foctories olso stopped work: Westinghouse, Meca-
nica la Peno, Franco Espancle. Also in the Bosouri re-~
gion: There were stoppages at Firestone, Echeverria,
Edesa, Bandos, Ripolin. ln mony centers of Bilbao the
bank employees joined in the strike, ond the police
socked the Bank of Biscoy. The general sirike with the
closing of shops ond very lorge demonstrations set the
general tope in most of the other cities and villoges of
the province; in Lekeito and Bosiko the police fired on
demonstrators to disperse them, There were also demon=-
strotions in Bilbao: 1,000 peeple in Algorta; 400 people
armed with fron bors in Erondio, demonstrations in Portu=
golete and Santurce, 1,000 people in the center of Bil=
boo. On Fridoy (August 29) the strike was total in all



EUZKADI

the big factories ond the general strike continued in the
villages, with demomstrations getting even lorger insome
ploces (San Salvador, for example).

Bodies to coordinote ond leod the struggle begon to
emerge everywhere, In those foctories where @ number
of different bodies exist, they came together to direct
the strike, Strike committees emerged, as in Sestas (the
keart of big industry in Biscay) mode up of workers com=
misstons, the neighborhood and teachers committees, and
the workers organizations. A technical committee was
formed throughout the big industrial zene in which the
workers commissions of all the zones, the neighborhood
commissions, the bodies of teachers, the orgons ogainst
repression, end the workers orgonizetions participated,

Guipizcoo is the province in which the struggle reached
the highest level, Beginning on Thursdoy the stoppage
was general throughout all the foctories of the province
and the strike wos general in the great majority of the
entire zone, The banks joined in the struggle in Central,
Hispano, Caojos de Ahorro, ond other places, os did the
insurance compeonies. The hospital workers and physicians
also joined the sirike. Some shopkeepers organized pick-
ets to extend the strike, which poralyzed trade. Demon=
strotions took ploce on Thursday ond Friday: 3,000 peo-
ple in Zarauz, where women and children ond the entire
villoge participated and barricades werae built; 1,000
people in Renteria; in Hernani the entire village took

to the streets, setting up barricades of the entronces to
the villoge and spreading broken gloss in the streets to
prevent the advance of police cars; InLasarte there
were assemblies in the village; in Mondragan even the
cooperatives stopped working, the strike was fotal and
the mothers of palitical prisoners organized a silent vigil;
there were also barricades in Elgoibor; there wos o dem-
orstration of 1,000 people in Azpeita. As in Biscay, the
sirike developed even more broadly on Friday, ond the
demonstrations continued . The general strike was com=
plete,

In oddition to o united provinciol bureau, the struggle
in eoch village was directed by coordinating bureaus
composed of the workers commissions, factory commit-
teer, the neighborhood organs, teachers committees,
and the political workers organizations. Today {Sunday,
August 31) many very broad ossemblies are taking place
nearly everywhere throughout the zone inorder to pre=-
pare for continuing the strike. In spite of the fact that
there have already been four people wounded by gunfire,
in spite of the "antiterrorist law, " and in spite of the
brutolity of the police and the orrests, the working closs

and the people of Guipizcoo are preparing to confinue
the fight.

In Navarra (the third province of the Basque country)
there were work stoppages and assemblies in many fac-
tories on Thursdoy and Friday. Perfectly organized dem-
onstrations, the marchers carrying placards and iron bars,
tock ploce on both days, attended by more than 2,000
people. On Soturdoy there were brood ossemblies of the
workers commissions in each foctory; ofter that, assem-
blies were held by sectors. That night, pickets from sev-

eral workers commissions blonketed Pamplona with leaf-
lets. Today, Sunday, there is a general assembly in the
city, convoked by the workers commissions, with the
support of militants from all sectors, in order to press for=
ward with the general strike .

A central strike committee has been functioning since
the beginning, composed of workers commissions, neigh-
borhood and teochers committees, ond the political or=-
ganizations.

In Aleva on Thursday there was o stoppage of Aceros de
Lleds, one of the main foctories of the province, and
demonstrations took ploce at Vitoria. On Soturdoy the
strike spread to several factories and o demonstration of
1,000 people was organized.

That is the road that must be fallowed. That s the sort
of struggle that can release Garmendio and Olaegui from
the grip of the Froncoists. Euzkedi must not stond alone
at this moment. The mobilization s beginning to extend
to other regions: stoppages in the construction industry
throughout the zone north of Madrid and assemblies in
various factories, as well as commondas in the center of
the city; stoppages in some naval shipyords of Gijon
("El Dique") and interse ogitation in the foctories and
mines; demonstrations in Barcelana, Seville, and other
places in the Spanish siate. International solidority is
also spreading: demonstrations ond occupations of em-
bassies in Stockholm, Poris, Rome, Bayonne, Hendaye,
Toulouse, Amsterdam, and ather ploces,

But we have to oct fost. The strugale must be activated.
Unity in action, the united frant of all the workers or-
ganizations egainst the murderous repression, is the best
rood for the struggle, as the axomple of Euzkadi shows,
There is no room for doubt, waiting, or hesitotion. It is
time to oct, ond to act in o united manner. Euzkodi must
be oble to count on all the peoples of the Spanish state
and on the whole international working class, not just
for symbolic support, but for effective unity in the direct
struggle to save the lives of Garmendia and Ctoegui.

And for thot, in order to break the sllence of the offi-
cial press, it is necessary to popularize the example of
the struggle of the workers and the people of Euzkadi,
Moreover, it is necessary to popularize the exomple of
the political prisoners, wha, in @ united manner, have
begun o hunger strike in all the Francoist prisons.

Follow the exomple of Euzkadil Everyone on strike,
everyone instruggle, everyonse in the streefs! As the
palitical prisaners of Segovia said in their appeal: Let
us transform this attack by the dictatership inte an irre-
versible defeat and into o workers and pecple's victory
that accelerates the definitive overthrow of the dictator-

:hEEI

FREE GARMENDIA AND OTAEGUI! FREE ALL POLIT-

ICAL PRISOMNERS! DISSOLVE THE REPRESSIVE CORPS

AND THE FRANCOIST COURTS| TRY THE FRAMCOIST
CRIMIMALS | DOWN WITH THE MURDEROUS DICTA-

TORSHIPI




PORTUGAL:

TWO CAMPS
RADICALIZE

by A. UDRY

During the months of July and August in Portugal ele-
menk were set in ploce thot will provoke new brecks,
new disequilibrium, and mere acute class cenfrontations.

As during the period that preceded September 28, 1574
{the dote of the first reactionory ottempted coup), the
twe fundamental classes of Portuguese society today are
not completely certain of the relationship of forces.
Only a test in real life will tell whather the hopes ploced
in the bourgeois offensive that opened with the Sacialist
porty's and PPD's* resignation from the govemnment ac=
fually correspond to the reality of the relationship of so-
cial farces. The Portuguese bourgeoisie has been wreng
befare !

A process of radicalization is going on within both camps,
but this process hes not yet led to o definitive outcome .,

Reaction hos foken odvantage of the oppertunity offered
by the breach opened by the mobilizations of the 5P and
the "operation of the nine," Far the first time sirce
September 1974, reaction is raising its head, getting
itself together and organizing sectors of the petty bour-
geoisie,

In the camp of the working closs the demonstrations of
the workers commissions and tenants commissions at the
end of July and on August 20 expressed the depth of rad-
icolization of sectors that hold a decisive position in

the workers bastions of the Lisban region and Porto. Con-
currently, the independent octivity of the soldiers and
their linkup with this workers vanguord also expressas

the profound Fermentation going on in the ranks of the
army.

3imply the accumulation of all this explosive material
indicates that @ more or less protracted period of "con-

*PPD: Portido Popular Democrdtice — Popular Demo-
cratic party, the lorgest bourgeois party in Portugal.,

ciliation” is out of the
question. The "calm rev-
elution” of April 1974 &
over, Clashes between
the clawses will become
mare ooute,

The 5P and PPD departure
fram the government on
July 10 must be seen in
the fraomewark of the in-
creasingly oceentuated
crisis of bourgeois polit-
ical leodership, After the
events of Seprember 1974
and March 1975, a sec~
ticn of the bourgecisie
was counting on the MFA,
or ot leaet relatively large
sectors of the MFA, to re-
unify the army ond estob-
lish an elemsnt of relative
stability that would allow For the transition from the
corporatist state to a strong state. OF course, the Por-
tuguese bourgeoisie was strongly divided over what rood
to follow. Even those sections of the bourgeoisie that
were relying on the MFA in the lest instance were not
putting all their eggs in that one basket,

But under the combined effects of the rise of the mass
movement, the growing independent activity of the sol-
diers, and the politicel debotes going on in the borracks
(o turmoil stimulated by the heterogeneity of the MFA),
the crisis in the army and the divisions in the MFA inten-
sified constently. The MFA turned out to be manifestly
unable to stabilize and fulfill o Bonapartist function.

The "guiding document® of June 20, odopted by the
General Asembly of the MFA, recognized and sanc-
tioned the emergence of bodies of self-organization of
the toiling masses (workers commissions, tenants commis-
sions, popular assemblies). At the same time, it sought
te integrate these bodies into the network of the jnstitu-
tions of the bourgeois state. Mevertheless, it soon be-
came clear that this pesition of the General Assembly

of the MFA wos little able to alter the dynamic of the
mass movement, which Is moving in the direction of
strengthening the structures of "popular power," The ef-
fects of the "guiding document” were thus controdictory:
In real life, the attempt to coopt and integrate the work=
ers commissions, tenants commissions, and populaor ossem-
blies wos combined with an "official cover” for their
development!

Soares himself stressed this point. On July 28 the na-
tional secretary of the SP produced a document entitled
"Conquer the crisis, save the revolution, * in which he
took @ straightforward position on the decisions of the
MFA General Assembly. After reaffirming his support to
the "Plan of Political Action" adopted by the High Coun-
cil of the Revolution (o document "thot assures the con-
struction of socialism through the democratic road"), the
5P stated that the "guiding decument” compromises the
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the sp offensive permitted

are
the

concre tization of the democrotic road, thus viclating
the plan and opening the woy either to anarcho-populism
or to bureaucratic totalitarianism.

For the 5P, the struggle ogoinst "onarcho-populism" re=
quires the establishment of & "government of national
salvation" capable of bringing about “respect for the
popular will." Such o government should be presided
over by o "personality of the MFA." "In the present sit-
uation, " the SP stated, "the immediate aim of the gov-
emment of national salvation should be to create o cli-
mate of confidence, labor, and discipline in the coun=-
try. " It should akso "reaffirm the principle that the ten-
ants commissions and workers commissions are forms of
popular power that must be developed so long as they do
not claim to bacome o ‘poralle] power' fo the state ap-
paratus,” Finally, the government of national salvetion
should "promulgate legislation severaly punishing the
armed militios, which should be liquidated within one
month, clong with the 'popular vigilance committees!
and any other structures in possession of arms.” The deoc=
ument continues by stressing that "on this question (that
is, the guestion of the militios) there con be no compro-
mise: The comstitution of party-based militios would lead
to the rapid disintegration of the MFA and would Tnevi-
tably lead the country to the tragic confrontations that
reaction dreams about."

So much for the First facet of the "defense of democracy”
ond the "struggle ogainst anarcho-populism” that is
developing under the aegis of the 5P. The offensive

roupment among
rgeoisie.

launched agoinst the development of embryonic organs
of dual power cbviously goes hand in hand with a reaf-
firmation of the centrality of the institutions of the bour=
geois state, of the Constituent Assembly against the
"parallel power" of the workers commissions; tenants
commissions, and so on. Thus, dccording to the program
of the 5P, the "government of national salvation” will
aim at “reaffirming the outhority and public function
exercised by the Constituent Assembly. It s important
immediately to set the salaries of the delegates elected
by the people, ond we (the SP) consider it an attack on
the dignity of the Constituent Assembly that this has not
yet bean dona,”

Reasons for the resignation

The SP then offered on explanation for Tis resignation
from the coalition government: The authority of the state
could not be asserted and the government wos incdpable
of struggling "against labor indiscipline and the dema-
gogy irstalled os the rule in nearly all the factories.”
Thus, what was involved was not a struggle against an
alleged "military dictatorship, " but instecd o resigna-
tion from a civil power that, because of the crisis in the
army, was unable to assemble the mears required to en-
force application of its decisions: "In this is posed the
central problem of the outharity of the stare . Without
revolutionary authority (1] there is no revolution; there
is insteod a progressive social disintegrotion that leads



to anarchy and can only faver the counterrevalution.
Who commonds the country? The Council of the Revolu-
tion? The Assembly of the MFA? The Copean? The
Fifth Division? The workers commissions? The manipu-
lated prees? The populor mosses, galvanized by contra=
dictory demonstrations?

"To be sure, there is no government. And it is for that
reason that the SP left the government. . . ., The laws
ore bent occording to the pressures brought to bear in
one direction or another, The MFA hos abdicated ifs
own authority in face of the growing influence of minor-
ity aroups, os wos obviously the case in the Repiblica
affair and Tn the offair of Rodio Renascence (o church-
operated radio station token over by the workers), in
which the decislons (of the government) were not ap-

Hed, the words of the President of the Republic and of
+i1; Prime Minister ware not honored, "

The opening of the government crisis after the resigna-
tion of the 5P and the PPD wos the signal for the cpen-
ing of the offensive of the 5P, followed by the PPD,
which began to roise its-head coutiously. The initiative
of the 5P was intended to exert pressure from the outside
aimed at permitting a realignment of forces within the
MFA in order to maoke it an instrument copable of barring
the way to the development of the "revalutionary pro-
cess, " of reaffirming the authority of the stale, of rees-
tablishing discipline in the foctories and the army, and
of bregking the embryonic organization of self~defense.
This averall plan was fully confirmed by Soares, who
indicated in his letter to Costa Gomes ot the beginning
of Sepfember that "now more thon ever, in the present
phose of the disintegration of Portuguese society, the
civil power needs the strength of the milifary orm if it
Is to impose respect for revolutionory authority.” For
the 5P, then, there wos no question of rejecting the
MFA os such, but rather of bringing to bear the weight
of o eivilion mebilization in an attempt to restabilize

the MFA,

The 5P offensive permitted o regroupment among the
bourgeoisie. Far the first time, the bourgeaisie wos oble
to leunch initiatives without immediately focing re-
sporses from the workers, the sart of united responses that
hod regulated the stages of the revolutionary upsurge in
Portugal until that time. This alsa clarifies the chorocter
of the mobilization of the Social Democracy.

The document of the nine

Concurrently, within the MFA, another offersive wos
launched, this one under the leadership of Mels Antunes;
it became public on August 7. The “group of hine" is
composed of Coplain Vasco Lourengo, Major Conto e
Costro, Commander Vitor Crespo, Major Costo Meves,
Mojor Melo Antunes, Major Vitor Alves, Brigadier France
Charais; Brigadier Pezarat Coreja, and Coptain Sousa
Costro,

Through the "dacument of the nine, " Antunes, o politi-
cian in uniform, puthed on alternative to the crisis

of power onto the political seene. A erisis of power that

the document characterizes in this way: "The question

of power is the question of power within the MFA. Clar-
ification of this problem is the number one task, Without
this, it is not possible to fundamentally attack the prob-

lem of the organization of the state and fo avoid its com=
plete ruin.”

In the same monner as the political document of the 5P,
the manifesto of the nire puts stress on "the progressive
decomposition of the stote structures. Wildeat and anar-
chie forms of the exercise of power have taken hald
nearly everywhere (even within the armed forces), . . .
It is necessary to vigorously denounce the anerchism and
populism that inevitebly lead to a catostrophic dissolu-
tion of the state during o phose of development of society
in which no pelitical project is viable without o state "
For Antunes and his acolytes, it is o question of "assem~
bling the conditions so that It (the MFA) can regoin its
credibility and carry out its historic vocation os respected
arbiter and mator force of the revolutionary process.”
{Jornal Naovo, August 7, 1975.)

Economically, the nine propose: "the maintenance of

our links with Europe, the strengthening and deepening

of our relations with certain demacratic groupings (the
Common Market, the Europeon Fres Trode Associotion). "
Just os the 5P offirms that “it is not s much the nation=-
olizations that are open to question as the modalities

and opportuneness of their promulgation” (which means:
the foct that they came after the March 11 mobilizations),
the nine declore that the "nationalizations hove occurred
of o poce that is impossible to obsarb . "

While it s true that various formulations Tn the document
of the nine are more "leftist” than those of the SP mani-
festo, there con be no doubt about the class nature of
the operation being carried out by the mon who worked
out the emergency economic plan published in February
1975, That plon was swept away by the mass movement,
and at a pace thot was intolershle for those wha hod en-
visoged the notionalizotion of the banks ond insuronce
companies only os a future possibility,

The whale logic of the position of the group of nine
points in the direction of @ twofold objective: On the
one hand, o strengthening of the institutions of the bour-
geois state in face of the "anarchy" generated by the
workers upsurge and the development [especially tince
March ﬁ;S of democratic renk-and-file bodies of work-
ers; on the other hand, @ recomposition of the army as

a facter of stability guaranteeing the tramsition from o
corporatist state to o bourgeois democracy copable of
impasing respect for its own authority. The references

to "the comstruction of a socialist society, thot is, a
clossless society in which the exploitation of man by

man has been ended, to be achieved . , . grodually,
peccefully, and without convulsion” should not mask

the objective function of the project of the group of
nine. Even though there is very great heterogeneity
amang those whe hove declored themselves in favor of
this decument — and it is thus absurd to totolly essimi-
late the public spokesman for this current to the officers
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of the hierarchy who have given him support — it is no
less the case that the manner in which the dynamic of
this offensive (going on both inside and outside the MFA)
was understood reflected the military hiererchy's under-
standing of the role the initiative of the nine was play-
ing in safeguarding the structures of the bourgeois state.

The denunciation of "anarcho~populism” and the proclo-
mation of the necessity of reestoblishing "democratic
autharity" (see the economic progrom of the 5P) and "dis-
cipline in the factories” were infended to create the pre-
conditions for deepening the links with the EEC and the
European Free Trade Association (EFTA), links that toke
the concrete form of indusirial investments of imperialist
copital.

Those are the conditions the capitalist powers are demand-
ing before extending aid to Portugal, And that is the
real standpoint from which this question must be posed;
it is formulated the other way around in the economic
program of the 5P, which felks about "the leck of defi-
nition of the conditions that must be obeyed by fereign
investments, which are in ony event necessary for eco-
nomic development.” (Jornal Mave, August 23, 1973.)
It would be preferable to assert that the real "lack of
definition" denounced by international capital is none
other than the rejection of "obedience” that has been
manifested by the Portuguese workers,

Reaction’s open offensive

Toking advontage of the mobilizations of the 5P — in
which the slogan "Down with Communist dictotorship”
eccupied a central place — reaction begon to gain in
confidence as of the middle of July.

The attack wos developed on various levels, The many
different initiotives tollied with each other objectively,
although they were not necessarily coordinated,

Internationally, American imperialism ond its parallel
agencies are pressing ahead with financiol blackmail
and with military moneuvers in Madeira, the Azores,
ond Angala. Inoddition, U.5. imperialism was certainly
not uninvalved in the preparation of the paromilirtary
orgonizations that are now operating in northern Portugsl
and using Spain os a bridgehead (although the UU.S. role
may be direct or indirect).

European imperialism is relying mainly on economic
strangulation. Moreover, through the medium of the So-
cial Democratic governments of Helmut Schmidt and
Harold Wilson, Eurcpeon imperiolism hos o vehicle for
its policy of putting pressure on the Social Democratic
leadership of Soares.

In conjunction with this deployment of imperialist strength,
Portuguese reaction is organizing its ormed gongs, The
acuteness of the class strugale, the fear of losing con-

trol over the ronk and file of the army, and the waaken=-
ing = although nat the disoppearance — of the coercive
opporatus are combining to stimulate this type of initio-
tive among not Incomsiderable sections of the bourgeoisie.
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The de focto convergence between the operations
launched by Soores and the group of nine and the guali-
fotive strengthening of the organization of reaction hos
stimuloted o disorientation that puts the brokes on any
determined resporse from the workers. The Communist
party’s inability to develop o real unity initiative in the
direction of the SP while the attocks en CP headquorters
ond members were going on obviously intersified the
wait-and-see attitude of brood layers of workers.

An extremely dongerous combination thus emerged dur=
ing the months of July and August:

On the one hand, o carefully orchestrated compaign was
lounched by Costa Gomes and warmly hailed by the SP,
Antunes, and Soares. This compaign was developed around
the theme: It iz time to call a halt; the revolution hos
gone too far. In view of the deepened economic and so—
cial crisis, this leitmotiv managed to goin some credibil-
ity among cerfain sectors of the working class, not to
mention the petty bourgeaisie, especially becawe of the
total Failure of the various governments to respond to

the octual needs of the toiling masses,

An offersive wos thus opened ogainst the workers — in
the name of the stabilization of the "revelutionary pro-
cess" — an offensive that, because of its pernicious na-
ture, did not stimulate the resporses thot hod been of-
fered by the workers in September 1974 and March 1975,
the resporses that have regulated the poce of the Portu-
guese revalution up to now, Moreover, this offensive
unfolded in the context of the division of the working
class, subtended by the uneven develapment of onticapi-
talist conscicusness omong the workers.

On the other hand, taking odvantage of this disorienta=
tion and this wait-ond-see attitude omong the waorking
class, reaction mobilized its forces, The reactionary
forces have many points of support, An impartant part

of the military hierarchy, which has had to pull in its
claws for many months now, is prepared to serve the reac=
tlonory projects openly whenever the opportunity orises
ond s alreody prepared to offer more or less discrete cal-
laboration. Among the palice there are mony people who
work with foscist and semifascist nuelei. Agents of the
ex-PIDE-DGS {the Salozerist secret police) supply the
cadres of the ELP (Portuguese Liberation Army, o foscist
military organization) and, ecting from Spain, support
the infrastructure of these armed gangs.

A consideroble froction of the former colons, "refugees"

from Angola (the number of which js expected to reach
300,000 by the end of Movember), can serve as foat
soldiers for reoction and even for o kemorist compaign.
In addition, @ section of the military cadres still sta-
tioned in Angola todoy ore capable of swelling the ranks
of the counterrevalution in the army in the future,

Finally, the reactionary project has @ mass base. First,
the clergy, under the oegis of da 5ilve, erchbishop of
Brogonga, is acting os the driving wedge of the anticem-
munist campaign. The clergy is screaming obout the dan-
ger of communist "dictatorship" at o time when it is not



the churches but the CP headquarters that ore being
burned down — and by "believers." Second, the discon-
tent of the petty bourgeoisie — especially the peasant
smallholders in the North — hos been directed ogoinst
the workers movement, essentially (for the moment)
agairst the CP and the for-left organizations, With this
backdrop, Spincla is attempting once again to put him-
self forward as the unifier of oll those who propose o
lounch a sharp attack against the workers movement as

a whole.

In foce of the recrudescence of reactionary octivities in
o context marked by the objective convergence of these
two offensives (in spite of their differences), it is essen-
tial for the revolutionory left to stress the necessity for
self=deferse,. It is imperative to seize oll opportunities
to encourage the formation and development of workerns
and pecple's militios and to try to get them to function
along with the soldiers. This self-deferse must not be
based on minority structures, but must insteod drow sup=
port from the organs of "popular power,” the workers
and tenants commissions on a neighborhood and citywide
scale, A united campaign of the revolutionary left around
this theme s of the greatest importarice in the present
political conjunciure,

Second, the workers movement must be copable of offer-
ing o response 1o the discontent of certain layers of the
petty bourgeoisie in order to reduce the social base of
racetion. These solutions must fall concretely within the
framework of overall propesals demonstrating thet the
satisfaction of the essential needs of the toiling mosses
requires nat @ halt to the revalutionory process but on
the contrary o step forward not anly in the demands that
are roised but also in the octual orgonization of the
workers,

The crisis in the army

In publishing his document Antunes was aiming at tight=-
ening up the ranks of the army, especiolly within the
MFA, The document asserts that "the question of poawer
is the question of power within the MFA." Hence, all
his effarts are centered on stobilizing the MFA, on re-
composing its General Assembly so 05 to moke the MFA
on effective irstrument of intervention, a "respected
arbiter." This constitutes the precondition for any real
attempt to reestablish discipline in the army, without
which the arbiter is nothing but o bosket case,

The results of the offersive have been contradictory.
There is no doubt that the "group of nenradicols” — os
the August 7 Jornal Move called them — has acted as

a rallying point for broad sectors and for the traditional
hierarchy. In this sense, the offensive has hod some suc-
cess; especially if it is considered in the strict framework
of the recompesition of a so-called moderate current
amang the officers.

But to limit the analysis to that would be to divorce the
problem from the social conjuncture in which the Antunes
operation tock shape. During July and August the werk-

ers — for the second time sinca the fall of the Salozarist
regime — had the right to vocations. There was thus o
pause in the mobilizations of the entire working class,
This lull allowed the "group of nonredicals” to do their
work without having to confront any rise of struggle,
without having to decide on the practical medsures that
would have to be taken in foce of a new rise of the work
ers mobilizations for their own demands. If o new wave
of workers strugale erupts in the middle or at the end of
September, it will oct to reveal the heterogeneity of the
regroupment that hos oceurred around Melo Antunes.

The occord that hos been offered by the SF and the com=
promizes that have been made by the CP will then be put
to the test. That comstitutes the first flow in what hos
been toc quickly presented as a real alternative to the
crisis of political leadership of the bourgeaisie,

Mareover, the Antunes document provoked the oppecr-
ance of other documents, particularly on alternative text
drafted by revalutionary officers of Copeon and entitled
"Revalutionary Self-Criticism of Copcon.” This docu-
ment stresses that "the proposals presented (by Antunes)
con be coopted by the right, " that "the maintenance of
a coolition government will certainly not allow for ad-
vancing toword the comtruction of socialism, " and that
"to claim to construct socialism without ehallenging
bourgeois, or more precisely copitalist, democracy” is
to make @ mistoke. (Jomsl MNove, August 13, 1975.)

The decument then criticizes "the MFA's insistence on
seeking to resolve contradictions through compromise
solutions negoticted with bourgeois parties.” Finally,

it describes workers power as the functioning and strength-
ening of "these bodies {Factory councils, reighborhood
councils, efc.),; which must serve as an jmstrument for
economic solutions and which must be real orgons of po-
litical power, the only barriers caopable of victoriously
opposing fascist and imperialist oggression.”

There are many ambiguities ond insufficiencies in this
document. Mot only is the conception of the organs of
democratic workers power tainted with the ultimatism
charocteristic of the PRP-BR (Partido Reveluciondrio do
Praleteriodo-Brigodos Revaluciondrios — Revolutionary
party of the Proletariat-Revelutionary Brigades), but the
criticism of the CP is strictly limited to o denunciation

o



PORTUGAL

of its bureaucratic methods; the necessity of self-defense
is not stressed; the crucial problam of the unity of the
working closs is not brooched.

Nevertheless, the Copcon document hos emerged as o
real alternative to the Antunes document, at least in the
barrocks in the South. Above all, it has given rise to
rea| debates among the soldiers, debates that have con-
cluded with proposals for amendments maode by general
ossemblies of soldiers, of the RALIS (the light artillery
regiment in Lisbon) ond of the RIOQ (the operational
intervention regiment of Queluz). It hos stimulated o
hitherto unegqualled political fermentation in the army,

The boomerang effect of the initiative of the nine is ob~
vious. This effect locotes the partial recomposition that
hos occutred in the MFA, or ot Teost in the MFA Gen-
erol Assembly, within @ new context that throws more
light on the |imits of its extension toword the seorch

for o restaration of discipline and unity emong the rank
and file of the army.

The publication of the Copcon document and the response
it hos received in the barracks reflect the influence with=
in the army of the revolutionary left, whose capacity

for mobilization wos demonstrated at the end of July ond

again during the month of August,

The resporse of the revolutionary officers of the Copeon
also interrupted Carvalho's drift toword Antunes and con-
tributed to undermining the myth around this general,
whose insiztence on maintaining the unity of the MFA

is @ result of his attachment to esprit de corps.

If to this one odde the battle around the nomination of
Gongalves to the post of armed forces chief of staff, to-
gether with the divisions and debates that the nomingtion
provoked, it becomes obvious that the "regroupment of
moderates” is toking ploce within an MFA that is torn

at the seoms ond, even more importont, within an army
in which the polarization of various options s tending

to lead to palitical clarificotion,

Finally, the crisis of the hierarchical system s deepen-
ing. This s monifested both by the demands for the purge
of reactionory officers and by the octions taken by sol-
diers breaking with their commands. On August 30, for
instance, a RALIS company went to Moscavice to keep
wotch over a depot of war matériel because a rumer
was going around that the paratroopers of Amadera, un-
der the command of the reoctionary Joime Neves, were
making o sortle, Likewise, during demonstrations that
were supposed to be held in the center of the country,
the soldiers of the Santo Margorido barrocks refused to
go out with ammunition.

Even in the MNorth, this crisis of the hierarchical system;
this "horizontal division, " is making iself felt, although
it is still. tainted with many embiguities. In fact, the
crisis sometimes gives rise to deformed modes of expres-
sion tind can even take on anticommunist accents or moke
use of the accusation of "social fascism.” The diffuse
influence of Maoist and Social Democratic ideology (the
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SP also utilizes the term social-foscist, just as the CP
sometimes uses it to refer to the SP) curiously combines
with some elements of o reactionary idealogy.

The form faken by this opposition to the hierarchy is oll
the more comprehensible when it is recalled that the
structures of the army have not been substantiolly modi-
fied, that the officers, whether members of the MFA or
not, still eat in the officers mess, get the best food, re-
ceive higher solaries, and scon.

The whole complex of this crisis in the army, which is
uneven in the voriows parts of the country and in the
different branches of the armed forces, makes it diffi-
cult, for the moment, to use militory force fo “reestab-
lish order and discipline in the country” without running
the risk of aggrovating the crisis even further and, in
the event of frontal attocks, without running the risk of
eivil war.

Mevertheless, it would be dongerous to underestimate
the position of strength that is still held by the bourgesi-
sie within the bourgeois state apparatus and the army,
that is, the possibilities the bourgeoisie commands to
push bock the revolutionary upsurge during an initiel
period before delivering bloody blows against it, Like-
wise, it would be criminal to place confidence in any
outomatic process leading to o growing paralysis of the
bourgeois army. Hence, the task of revelutionaries con-
sists precisely of seizing on the points of rupture that are
now appearing and of utilizing all their strength to ac-
centuate the disequilibriums.

In foce of the attempt fo recompose the MFA and in foce
of the caste reflex being expressed in opposition to the
octivity of the soldiers themselves, the slogans of the
election of officers by soldiers represents the "democrot-
ic" resporse that should be presented agoinst those who,
while tolking o lot ghout social democraey, are actually
the major odvocates of strengthening the hierarchical
system in the army, of officens’ strictly controlling the
mechanisms of nomimation to the MFA, and 50 on. In
foce of the erisis of the hiererchical system, the putting
forward of material demands, like the fight to actually
assure the emergence of independent orgons of the sol-
diers, constitutes a central axis of revelutionary anti-
militarist work. In foce of the threats of reaction, the
linkup between these independent orgons and the instru-
mente of rank-and-file workers democracy, os well as
the purge of reactionary officers, become objectives of
prime importance.

Only the concretization of such slogans ond perspectives
can effectively prevent a project aimed at restoring the
discipline {and thereby the unity) of the bourgeols army
from coming to fruftion. If these demands were won, the
relationship of forces could be very noticably shifted in
favor of the working class.



A broad workers vanguard

Between June and August we saw the confirmation of the
weight of o workers vanguard heving its main strength

in the major foctories of the region of Lisbon and Porto.
On June 20 some 5,000 workers participated in a demon-
stration called by the "revolutionary workers committees, "
This demonstration, whatever its ultraleftist fone, par-
tially reflected the process of maturation that was under
way among key sectors of the working class in Lisbon.

On August 20, though, more than 50,000 people ook
part in a mobilizetion called by the revolutionary left.
The maturgtion of this workers vanguard was also expressed
in the putting forward of radical slogars calling for the
generalization of workers control, the expropriation of

all capitalist companies, ond the establishment of eco-
nomic planning based on the needs of the tailing masses .

This workers voaguard is partially composed of the nu-
cleus of workers who through their permenent mabiliza=-
tion ond exemplary struggles assured the cantinuity be=-
tween the cycle of generalized struggles in May=June
1974 and the second cycle, which began in December
1974, Today, there is a desynchronization between the
mobilization of this vanguard and the attitude of the
working closs as o whole. This is expressed, omong other
ways, in the heterogeneity of the forms and functioning
of the organs of "popular power, "

MNevertheless, the response recejved among the ranks of
the reformist parties and the relationship of forces be-
tween these traditional porties and this workers vanguard
indicote that, in the framewark of a deepening of the
social and economic crisis, there is an objective possi-
bility en the one hand of carrying out @ Fusion on & higher
level and spening up a new cycle of struggle and on the
other hand of responding to the present dongerous divi-
sion of the working class,

The first cracks ore appearing omang the 5P rank and
file in reaction to the pelitical erientation of the Sodres
leadership. Meny Socialist workers, justly repelled by
the bureaucratic methods of the CP in the municipalities,
populor ossemblies, and trade unions, nevertheless begon
to manifest an initial oppesition to the political options
of the Social Democratic leadership when they sow the
development of the attacks on the headquarters of the
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CP, the Intersindical (the trade-unian federation), and
the revelutionery erganizations.

In Porto one of the most heavily working=class branches
of the SP demonstrated its defionce of the leadership,
In Evore more thon 50 workers (out of o total of 300)
quit the 5P to protest agoinst Soares's strategy,

In the trade unions as well, lists presented by militants
of the 5P are taking up not only the correct demands of
workers democracy but also some struggle demands that
are offen to the left of those proposed by the CP, That
was the cose, for example, in the union of bank employ-
ees. All this points to the possibilities that exist within
the SP of driving 0 wedge between the rank and file and
the leadership and stimulating distrust of the leadership’s
policies. It is thus vital to launch practical unity initia-
tives toward the 5P rank and file and to develop system=
afic unitary propaganda towerd the SP leadership in order
to force it to toke an open position both on the decisive
problems of workers self-organization and on the central
demands of the workers,

Concurrently, in this phase of exacerbated confrontation,
the canciliation policy of the CP, its strategic orienta-
tion of frying ta worm its way inte the baurgeols state
opparatus, will inevitably provoke feverish zigzogs and
give rise to mony bureaycratic manifestations tending to
limit the autonomy of the mass movement. This tortuous
course hos already coused a relative isolation of the CP
and a significant disorientation ameng its combative rank
and file, which is not under tight control . Minicrises

are naw cropping up within the CP, in Setgbal, for ex-
ample, in the suburbs of Lisbon.

On July 18 the CP called for the building of barricades
against the 5P; on August B the Central Committee de-
cided to make an opening toward the SP. After first sup-
perting Gongalves, the CP shomelesly cut loose from
him. After indicating that it was prepared to accept a
compromise when the offersive of the group of nine was
urder way, the CP reached an agreement with the revo-
lutionary left on August 25 when the prospects for such

@ compromise were colled info question by the appearance
of the Copcon document. (The text of the agreement |3
printed below, along with o statement of the United Sec-




retariat of the Fourth International commenting on the
agreement and the tosks of revolutionaries.) Four days
later, o new compromise was on the agenda; the CP lead-
ership onxiously wondered how it could go about making
its rank and file occept the inclusion of the PPD ina

new coolition government under the leodership of Pin=
heiro de Azevedo!

Hence, toking account of the objective needs of the
working class as a whole in defending its goins and in o3=
suring the advance of the revolutionary process, taking
occount of the uneven development of class conscious=
ness, and toking occount of the differentiotions within
the 5P and the CP, a toctic of workers united front must
be developed. This factic must be centered around self-
deferse and around the development of rank-and-file
democratic structures thot permit bath the utilization of
the initiotive capacity of the workers vanguard and the
beginning of the resolution of the problem of unity where
it can be posed in the most understandoble fashion pos-
sible, in proctice ond on the basis of requirements that
ore recognized by all the worker.

Thus, an analysis of the relationship of forces batween
the classes connot be detached from the obility (or lock
of ability) of the revalutionary left (and the revolution-
ary Marxists within it} to base themse|ves on the objec-
tive conditions and extend the dynomic that hos emerged
in the most advanced workers bastions during the past
sevaral weeks to much broader sections of the working
closs,

Then, the breakup of the egquilibrium that is heralded
by the present radicalization both in the comp of the
revolution and in the comp of the counterrevalution
eould hove an outcome favoroble to the working cless.
Whether this will happen or not will be determined in
proctice, and the synchronization of the pace of the
workers upsurges in Spain ond Portugal will have o
strong influence on the result,

September 4, 1975

TEXT OF THE AUGUST 25 ACCORD

In the presence of representatives of the MFA, which
simply convoked the meeting, representatives assembled
from the following political parties ond organizations:
FSP, LCI, LUAR, MES, MDP, PCP, PRP-BR." The meet-
ing took ploce on Moy | and approved the following

points:

1. The Copcon decument and the document "Line of
Programmatic Action and Tasks of Tramsition” constitute
a valid working basis for the elaboration of o revolution=

ary political program.

*F5P: Frente Sociolista Populor — Populor Socialist
Frant; LCI: Ligo Comuniste Internocionalista — Inter-
notionalist Communist League, Portuguese sympathizing
organization of the Fourth International; LUAR: Liga de
Uniéo e Acgao Revaluciondric — League of Revalution-
ary Union and Action; MES: Movimento de Esquerda So-
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2. Such o program represents the indispensible instru=
ment for uniting and orticulating the octions both of po-
litical forces engoged in the revolutionary process and
of the popular masses,

3. The document "Line of Programmatic Action and Tosks
of Transition"” comstitutes the bosic guiding document for
the activity of the government so long oz the necessary
conditions for the formation of a government of revolu-
tionary unity hove not been established.

ciolista — Left Sociolist Movement; MDP: Movimenta
Democrdtico Portugués — Portuguese Democratic Move-
ment; PCP: Partide Comunista Portugugs — Portuguese
Communist party; PRP-BR: Partido Revolutiondrio do Pro-
letariodo-Brigodas Revoluciondrios — Revolutionary par-
ty of the Proletoriot-Revolutionary Brigades.




4, The creation of o front including the revolutionary
political parties and other orgenizations, the revolution-
ary militants, the MFA, and the outonomous organs of
popular power referred to in the guiding document of

the MFA-people allionce constitute an outlet for the
revolutionory process.

5. The undersigned hove decided to form o provisional
secretariat for the purpose of working out octions thot
permit @ common offersive agairst reoction ond for the
advance of the revelutionary process. The undersigned
declare that this platform is open to all organizations,
revnluﬁannrr militants, ond organs of pupl.l'ttr power
that wish to adhere to it,

STATEMENT
OF THE UNITED SECRETARIAT

OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

The pearevolutionary situation that opened in Portugel
with the beginning of 1975 has gone through an exocer-
bation marked by the government crisis, but above all
by the mossive emergence of the outonomous movement
of the mosses, os revealed by the August 20 demonstra-
tion, the impoct of which has begun to make itself felt
an the reformist orgonizations,

1. The division of the MFA, triggered by the rise of the
class struggle, mokes it impossible to stabilize the army,
which has been profoundly undermined by the crisis of
the hierarchical system and by the political debates and
divislons (especially around the Copcon document ond
the "document of the nine"). In the short run, this breok-
down of the army, which it oceurring in o context of
generalized social erisis, makes it impossible to launch
a reoctionary coup d'etat without running the risk of
civil war. In face of the MFA's incapacity to stobilize
its Bonapartist function, the bourgeoisie hos moved to
counterattock on several fronts:

*internationally, through blackmail threats of economic
strangulation on the part of the Europeon imperialist pow=-
ers (whether with or without Sociol Democratic govern-
ments) and through the finoncial and military pressure
exerted by American imperialism on Portugal and the
Portuguese dependencies {the Azores, Madeiro, Timor,
and Angola).

*nationally, through the de focte junction of the terror-
ist attacks, the anticommunist mobilizations explaiting
the discontent of the petty bourgecisie of the Naorth,
and the civilion ond militory political offensive combin=-
ing the orientation of the SP leadership with the great
moneuvers of Melo Antunes ond sections of the military
hierarchy .

2, The August 20 demonstration, which drew 50,000
people, more than o thousond of whom were soldiers,

revealed the moturation of the combativity and the ele-
vation of the level of consclousness of impartant sections
of the working closs; especially in the workers bostiors
of Lisbon and the southern region. The radical cheracter
of the demands odvanced by these sectors — for the ex-
propriotion of the bourgeoisie, workers control, and the
reconversion of production — objectively place on the
agendd the necessity of o centralization of the outon-
omous organs of the workers (workers commissions, popu-
lar ossemblies, "moradores” commissions) In arder to re-
spond to the need for socialist planning of the economy.

Mevertheless, the present geographical Hmitotion and
uneven development and funetioning of these crgors
must be stressed ,

3, The situgtian is thus charocterized by on increcsed
polarization between the proletariat and the bourgeoi-
sie, although this does not imply that there will be an
immediate qualitative modification of the relationship
of forces between the two fundamental closses.

With the accentuation of the econemic crisis, which
will provoke an intensification of workers struggles thot
will run up against the government's inability fo meet
the workers demands, the possibility of the current pre-
revalutionary situotion being tromsformed into o reol
revolutionory crisis emerges,

For this, it is important that all initiatives be taken so
that the outonomous organs of the workers are developed,
coordinated, ond centralized, thus permitting o real re-
sporse to the demonds of the toiling masses ond to the
division of the working closs that has been occentuated
by the leaderships of the SP and the CP. Toward this
end, itis necessary that the aulonomous organs loke
charge of the defense ond generalization of workers con-
tral, the expropriation of the cepitalists, the arming



of the proletariot, and the enoctment of measures to es-
tablish @ monopoly of foreign trade, to deepen the agrar-
ian reform, and to institute planning.

In face of the ottempts of the "group of nine" to reestob-
lish discipline in the army, to put an end to the begin-
ning of the emergence of workers militias, and to stabi-
lize the MFA os on instrument of the hierarchy, it be=
comes all the more imperative to forge links befween

the revolutionary soldiers and officers and the waorkers
commissions, morodores commissions, efc., and fo gen-
erdlize the election of officers by assemblies of soldiers,

Likewise, it is necessary to advance aodequate meosures
{selective price support, moratorio on debts, credit,
direct llaison between consumers and small=scale pro-
ducers, =tc.) In order o neutralize reoction's utilizo-
tion of layers of the petty bourgecisie, the minifundistos
of the MNorth among others.

Finally, the centralization of the autonomeous organs of
the workers in order to corry out these tasks will take

the form of the convocation of @ Mational People's As-
sembly composed of delegates of the workers commissions,
the moradores commissions, the ossemblies of military
units, and the popular ossemblies.

4, The esenticl ohstocle fo the reclization of this stra-
tegic objective lies in the palicy of division followed
by the leaderships of the 5P and the CP.

The policy of the Social Democratic leadership, which
manifestly aims at halting the revelutionary process, is
beginning fo meet the first signs of resistance from the

SP's rank ond file workers, in spite of the sectarionism

ond bureoucratic methods utilized against the 5P by the
CP leadership.

Concurrently, the zigzags of the Stalinist leadership of
the CP have provoked disorientation ameng the CP rank
and file ot a time when a workers vanguard is fareefully
emerging onto the political scene.

Thus, it is not only necessory but also possible to carry
oul an oudocious policy of workers united front directed
at both the 5P and the CP in order to consolidote o re-
sponse by the working closs a5 @ whole to capitalist recc-
tion, to defend the gains of the workers, ond to spur on
the development of the revalutionory process. The suton-
emous orgons of the toiling mosses ore the bodies thot
are best suited to realize this united front, for in their
present form they already group together Socialist work-
en, Communist workers, revolutionory workers, and
warkers who belong to no political perty.

5. The unitary accord of August 25 testifies to the shift
in the relationship of forces between the workers van-
guard and the reformist apparotuses,

In the present conjuncture; it was politically correct to
seek a united front accord with the CP, But the occord
of August 25 did not respond to the octual requirements
of the situation.

a} The sccord in effect sanctioned the CP's policy of
supporting the government and maintaining the unity of
the MFA, precisely at the moment that the MFA wos
being ripped apart by the pressure of antagonistic closs
forces.

b} The accord mentioned no concrete objective that
would permit the unification of the working class and
the actual stimulation of workers self-defense and self-
organization.

¢) Becouse of this absence, ond because of the lock of
proposals to the SP (a party thot currently groups tagether
nearly half of the proletariat), the aceord sanctioned

the present division of the workers movement and did

not contribute to surmounting this major obstocle to the
development of the revolutionary process.

d) Furthermare, the "unitory accord” envitaged the for-
mation of a "front" in which the MFA is included on the
some footing os the outonomous organs, parties, ond rev-
lutionary organizations of the workers movement. This
not only aoppeored os a stamp of opproval on the CP's
project of creating @ "democratic and socialist popular
front, " but also fell within the framework of the parspec-
tive of integrating the outonomous orgam, in opposition
to their real independence of the institutions of the bour-
geais shate,

&) Thus, the accord could easily serve the objective of
the CP {os it did during the August 28 demonstration,
which is to utilize the weight of the workers vanguard
to negatiote compromises on the level of the state ap-
paratus, the government, the army, ond the MFA under
the best possible conditions.

MNow, the relationship of forces permitted revolutionaries
to seize this opportunity to lead the CP to toke a posi-
tion on the implementation of the ewsentiol tosks neces=-
sary for the progress of the revolution. Here again, the
lock of concrate ohjectives ond the concessions made

to the CP's political orientation prevented the lessons

of the palicy of the CP leadership and of the rupture of
the "front”" from being clearly drown before the masses,

&, In the workers and people's counteroffensive bosed
on the real dynomic of the mass movement, the Trotskyist
militants of the LCI will stond in the front ronks of all
initiatives fostering the extersion, generalization, and
centralization of the outonomous organs of the workers
ond the self=defense of the workers.

It is through the capacity of revolutionary Marxists to
Fulfill these tasks that the revolutionory party, indispen-
sible for the victory of the Portuguese socialist revolu=-
tion, will be oble to develop.

The Fourth International and all its sections ond sympo-
thizing organizations will support the comrodes of the
LCI by all the means at their disposal and will press for
all mobkilizations of solidarity with the revolutionary
struggle of the Portuguese waorkers.

September 2, 1975



the coup:

its roots and
consequences’

by JAVAD HUSSEIN

The overthrow and execution of Sheikh Mujibur Rebman
marks the end of one phase of Bengali politics and the
beginning of another, Mujibur Rehman wos the only bour=
genis leader copable of holding his own party together
and of simultoneously playing a Bonoportist role in Ben=
gali society os o whole. His removal from the scene by
young army officers eliminates the most solid pillar of
bourgeois stability and will opena pericd of inshabil ity
in the country, The bourgeoisie in Banglodesh and South
Asio as o whaole, not to mention the United States, will
not find it easy to reploce Rehman; some of the jubllo-
tion with which bourgeois circles greeted his deoth may
soon give way fo complete ond utter despair.

Only three years age, Mujib received a hero's welcome
when he returned to Docco from Pakiston. Three million
people lined the streets and by popular occlaim Mujib
was awarded the title of "Bangabandhu” (friend of Ben-
gal). But three weeks ago, when Mujib and his entire
family were wiped out, there was little public response.
Mot even o demonstration or a sirike. It is not difficult
to grosp the reasons for this sharp and ropid decline in
his popularity.

Crisis and corruption

The task thot confronted Mujib and his Awami League
ofter Banglodesh won independence was not on easy one.,
In o country of BO million people (with the highest popu-
lation density in the world), and an underdeveloped one
to boat (90 percent of the populotion |lives in the coun-
tryside), they set about ottempting to construct o copi-
talist state. But in spite of help from the Indian govern-
ment and oid from the Soviet Union, the Awomi League
failed to deal with the social crisis,

This wes not surprising, for the solution to the problems
focing the Bengoli mosses required o sociolisr revalution.
Instead, the Awomi Leogue began to lay the bases for o
bourgecis state. Many of its leaders became rich over-
night. The lust for money resulted in scenes reminiscent
of the American wild West, with gun battles breaking
out between rival gengs of Awami Leaguers trying fo ap-
propriate foreign aid being unloaoded on the docks.

For a cerfain time, Mujibur Rehman was able to pose as
the "Father of the MNation" ond to appear as though he
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stood obove the contending gongs in his own party. But
the reek of corruption soon spread to envelop his ewn
family, and his personal position was increosingly chal-
lenged. Eorlier this yeor, he tried to strike back by ban-
ning all political parties except the Awami League, in-
sttuting @ one-party state supported by Moscow and the
pro-Mascow political forces in Bangladesh ikself. These
forces dissolved their own organizations, liquidating
thermselves into Mujib's porty. The other parties went
underground .

But unrest continued in spite of the one-porty stote. The
immediote couse of Mujlb's overthrow ond execution was
his favoritism on behalf of his own family. Let us exam-
ine some examples of this fovoritism:

1. Sheikh Masir, Mujib's younger brother, became "god-
father” of Morth Bengal, accumulating vast amounts of
wealth through currency smuggling. During an army in-
vestigation of smuggling, @ Major Salahudin got toe close
to Mosir. Some days later, a group of gongsters entered
the major's office in the town of Jessore and shot him
dead. They were never apprehended. Sheikh MNasir was
killed in the coup.

2. Sheikh Moni, a nephew of Mujib, used to be o staff
reporter on a weekly newspaper; he drew a monthly woge
of 300 toka (obout LIS522), Under his uncle's administro-
tion he bacame the owner of two daily newspapers worth
more than 10 million takes. Moni was unofficial bess of
many ministries ond directories and became secretary of
the Awomi Leogue, the couniry's only legal political
party.

3, Another Mujib nephew, Sheikh Shohidul lstom, was
boss of the studentwing of the Awami League. lslam used
to regulerly terrorize the women's hostels in Docca; he
was wel| known os a ropist, He kidnopped and forcibly
married the 13-ysor-old daughter of a senior official of
the State Bank. He later became boss of the perfume mo-
nopoly of the country, presumably in an effort to mask
the stench of his other octlvities. He was also killed in
the coup.

4, Sheikh Kamal, Mujib's son, was invalved in smuggling
ard looting. In 1973 he was shot at by police during one
of his looting operations. (The police were unaware of

his identity.) The policemen in chorge of the operation
subsequently lost their jobs, Sheikh Kamal used to count
his bribe maney by weighing it on special scales. He too
is reported to have been killed in the coup.

5. Komal's younger brother Jamal was recently frained
at Sandhurst, the British militory ccademy, but he was
better known for his invalvement in @ smuggling racket
with a group of Hong Kong businessmen. He was also
killed in the coup.

The new officers

The young majors who killed Mujib are now themselves
facing o severs crisis. They hove no clear perspective
except an anti-Indian attitude; their appointment of o
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well known pro-U.5. politician, Mushtag Ahmed (for-
merly @ minister in, Mujib's government], as president is
hardly likely to solve anything. In fact, it is extremely
doubtful whether Mushtag will last out the next few
months. Since the Bangladesh officers have no secial
progrom whatscever, they will even find it difficult to
halt corruption, even temporarily. The experience of
martial law in Pakistan duting the Ayub regime (1958-
&8}, which wes also aimed at wiping cut carruption,
failed obysmally in this tesk. And the reason is simple:
Corruption cannot be weeded out by moralistic appeals
or the indiscriminote use of bayonets. |t is deeply rooted
in the social crisls and con be assaulted fronmally only
by tockling this crisis. There are absolutely no signs that
the Bengali army is copoble of doing this. On the con=-
trary, the distinguishing feature of Bonglodesh has been
the extreme weakress of the state and the state opparatus.
This weakness was not unrelated to the way the state
came into being, which mode the figure of Mujibur Reh-
man extreme |y important for the cohesion of the state
ond its opparatus. Even Mujib found it difficult to con-
tain the growing crisis ond hod to resort to o one-party
state. The persanal corruption surrounding him merely
exdcerbated the anger of large sections of the popula-
Hon, since It contrasted so vividly with the growing
poverty in the country. Thus, although many might be
relieved that Mujib has been eliminated, this relief will
buy the army and its supporters @ few months at mest,

in any cose, the Bangladesh army is itself o relotively
new entity. Its only traditions are those of the armed
struggle agoinst the Pakistani army. There were never
any "martial traditions"” in Bengol. The British very care-
fully avoided recruiting Bengalis to the army, for British
imperialism regorded Bengalis os palitically unreliable,
and the Pekisten! and Indion ruling classes followed the
same tradition. Thus, Army Commander in Chief Shafi-
ullak, who had recently been posted to the Foreign Of-
fice, is only 38 yeors old. He was one of the two gen-
erols in the ormy, which is a force of only 50,000, The
other general, Ziour Rehman, also young and a veteran
of the war of independence, hos replaced him. The rest
of the army is run by young colonels and majors, all of
whom received their rank in the 1971 war.

Among the colonels are Moinul Husain Chaudhry, Matiur
Rehman, Nasim, M.H. Khon, ond 5.A, Bhuie, wha
were all leaders of sectors during the 1971 wor. Together
with Majors Azizur Rebhmon Choudhry, liaz, lbrahim,
and Murshed, they developed an opposition to the Awami
League . The sentiment expressed in the statement "We
fought to free our people, not to see these Awomi League
bastards get rich" wos widespread in the army ard even
within the much-hared Rakhi Bahini (Seturity Force),
which wos used to repress all opposition.

However, the new leaders, civilian and militory, will
be confronted with the same problems that finally re-
sulted in the overthrow of Mujibur Rehman: social and
economic choos compounded by famine conditions in
large areas of the countryside. We con therefore expect
continued instability for some time.



The opposition

What of the left? The pro-Moscow groups were solidly
behind Mujib — some of their leaders even claimed af
public meetings that "he is the Lenin of the Eost.” When
Mujib's police opened fire on pro-Meoscow students dem-
orstrating ogainst U.S. imperialism in 1972 {killing two
of them), the pro-Moscow groups remained silent,

There can be 1ttle doubt that the overthrow of Mujib,
the onti=Indion stance of the new regime (however care-
fully disguised it may be at the moment), the recognition
of the new regime by Peking, ond the gradual release of
the Moaist prisoners, represent grave blows to the entire
strategic line of the pro-Moscow groups. Having backed
Mulib fully, they will now pay the price for supporting
a one-party state, remaining silent on key political is-
sues, and acquiescing ond even actively encouraging
repression against the Mooists,

Previously, the largest opposition farce in the country
was the 15D (Jatiya Somajtantrik Dal — MNational So-
cialist party), a split from the Awami League, led by
Major Ahmed Jalil and Abdur Rob. Fora tima, this for=-
mation represented @ real threat to the Awami Leogue,
but it was brutally repressed. |t is not impossible, how-
ever, that the J5D could come forward and play @ majer
role after the deoth of Mujib. The MNational Awami party
(NAP), led by the old peasant leader Bhoshoni, has been
pushed to the sidelines, ond Bahshani himself is hopelessly
confused and compromised.

There are three major groups in the Maoist underground:

1. The People's Revolutionary party of East Bengal hos
the lorgest trade-union and peasant base of all the far-
left groups. During the wor of independence it estab-

lished it own training comps ond its armed units fought
ogairst the Pokistani army.

2. The Proletarion party of East Bengal was the most
important ormed-struggle group after the war of indepen-
dence. It held o completely ultraleftist pasition and de-
cided to continue the war against the Awami League.

3. The Communist party of Eost Bengal, led by the vet-
aran Maoist leader Toha, also held an armed-struggle
position. But ofter suffering @ 'major setback in the Raj-
shahi district in 1974, the group withdrew from the armed
struggle.

These groups differ from their counterparts in India in
that some of them have genuine experience in mass armed
struggle. During the war they fought in close collobora-
tion with the young majors and colonels of the Banglo-
desh army. To varying degrees, they all remain within
the framework of Maoist orthodoxy, but with Peking's
recognition of the new regime, they may well find their
political and material aid cut off and may even be de-
nounced as "Lin Piaoist revisionists." Some of these
groups will undoubtedly return to oppertunism and will
not oppose the new dictatorship — on the grounds thot

it has overthrown a "puppet of social imperialism. " They
may well refuse to demand the release of all political
prisoners . Revolutionary Marxists will have to fight
against any manifestation of this sort of opportunism
aven more vigorously than in the past, for what is on

the ogendo in Bangladesh today is the permenent revolu-
tion: The only selution to the crisis in the country |lies
in the ovarthrow of the capitalist state and its reploce-
ment by a proletarian state, There Is no postibility of
any intermediary stage of "new democrmcy" (of on un-
specified closs character) or of bourgeois democracy.
Any political orgonizotions thot refuse to understand

this will find themselves in o blind olley,

For the moment, the situation in Dacco remains confused,
and it would be premature to discuss the orlentation of
the new regime in any detail . Reports that the new gov=
ernment hod irouguroted the "lslomic Republic of Bangla=
desh" have been vigorously denfed by Dacca, much to
the emborrossment of the Pokistoni Foreign Office, which
had awarded irstant recognition to the new regime. But

o drift away from the Soviet Union and India remains
likely, and should a civil war erupt, revolutionary Marx-
ists will have to demand that all regimes stay out of
Bangladesh and will have to fight to oppose any new
Indian intervention.

But the most striking feature of the events in Banglodesh
is that they demonstrote the instability that continues

to prevail on the South Asian subcontinent, an instobil-
ity that hos chorocterized the region ever since the 1971
explosions. The extent of the social erisis in the area

is such that this instability will drag on, although un=
evenly. Indira Gandhi should learn some lessons from
Banglodesh before she decides to Imtitutionalize the
state of emergency in Indio.

September 3, 1975
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Since the conference held at MNokuru, Kenya, during
which the leaderships of the MPLA, the FNLA, and
UMNITA made on ogreement to "disorm civilions" os a
sort of amendmen! to the Alvor accords, there hos been
o sudden deceleration in the development of the polit=

ical situation In Angola.”

|t wos anly the leodership of the MPLA that hed ony il-
lusions in the Mokuru conference, which waos a sart of
ritval battle aimed ot soving the coolition govermnment.
Meither Holden Roberto of the FNLA nor Jonas Savimbi
of UMITA corsiderad the coalition governmant to be the
stable form of political regime afrer il‘.dE‘FI;-nU'«‘:r!Ci.‘:, which
is scheduled to rake effect on November 11, 1975, (See
IMPRECOR, MNo,21, July 31, 1975.)

The strength of the moss movement in the urban orecs
rendered Tllusory any ottempt to establish o government
within which a nationalist argonizotion under pressure
from its rank and file and two organizotions octing as
the fifth column of imperialism could coexist.

It wos in the framewark of this '||||_|5|'5n that the leadar=-
thip of the MPLA hod been "moking use of" the mass
movement, seeking to utilize it tactically inan attempt

*The "Alvor occords” were signed on January 15, 19735,
in Alvor, Portugal. The signatories were the Portuguese
government, the MPLA [Movimento Populor de Libertagdo
de Angola — Popular Movement for the Liberation of
Angola), the FNLA (Frente Nacional de Libertogdo de
Angola — National Front for the Liberation of Angela),
and UNITA (Unido Mocional para Independéncia Total
de Angola — Mational Union for the Total Independence
of Angola). The occords set up @ coalition government
compased of representatives of the three Angolon orga-
nizations and o representative of the Portuguese govern-
ment (General Silve Cordoso at the time), who was as-
signed to be "arbitrator” and chief of defense ond secu-
rity.
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to influence the relationship of political Forees within
the government and to wage political battles. The ap-
peals Far moderation, the proclomations calling for "in-
creasing production,  and the Nakuru agreement itself
all illustrated this right=wing line, which the MPLA

leadership hod been fallowing ever since the Alvor ac-
cords were signed. (For more details, see |NPRECOR,
MNo. 31.)

Then come the MPLA decision to expel the FINLA from

Luenda, thus opening o new period of confrontation and
civil war. Does this mean that there hos been a change
in the chamcter of the MPLA leadership? Undoubtedly
not, But the relationships between this petty=bourgeois
leadership and the masses are extremely complex in the

presant social conjunciure.

MPLA: Past and present

In origin and training, the MPLA leadership comes from
the urbon petty bourgeoisie. [See INPRECOR, Mo. 2,
June 20, 1974, and No. 3, luly 4, 1974.] |5 move
the rural armed struggle allowed the MPLA leodership

to build irelf a peasant bose resting on small-scale vil-
lage production in areas of extremely backword social
development . In this social context, talk of "the end

of exploitation of man by man" did not ot all have the
same sort of repercussions os it does in an urban setting.
During the lost severol years of struggle, while bureau-
eratic tendencies were rapidly developing within the op-
paratus, the cities were being swelled with new woge-
sarners, o result of new trends of investment and indus-
triclizotion.

During the phose following the April 25, 1974, coup in
Lisbon, a very importont phenomenon argse: the entrance
inta the MPLA of youth from urbon milieus that hod rod-
icalized during the recent period; this was especiolly



the case for students returning to Angola from Lisbon,
These elements rapidly tock charge of some of the mid=-
dle level responsibilities in the organization, acting in
the framework of "people's power" and the neighborhood
commissions. Because of their links with the mosses, they
comstituted a farce of considerable pressure on the lead-
ership of the MPLA, Despite their insufficiencies, the
Magistic influences to which they ore subject, and their
reference to "pecple's democrocy, " these elements
sought to express the anticapitalist potentials of the ur-
ban mass movement, For them, "the end of the exploita
tion of man by men" hos o precise anticapitalist mean=
ing, o meoning they hove been oble to teach the work-
ers movement to some extent.

Thet is why pressure on the leadership of the MPLA in-
evitably intersified, both before and ofter the Nakuru
occords, For example, thers was the communiqué of the
workers of Siga; issued affer the announcement of the
Makury conference, which said: "But we, as members
and sympathizers, progressives of Siga, we demond that
our president and all the comrodes of the Central Com=-
mittee and the Political Bureou refuse to ogree to the
swmmit's being held outside the country; on the contrary,
they should demand that it be held in the country, in
the copital. Thot is why we workers of the Siga factory
support and encourage our dear comrade president Dr.,
Agostinho MNeto, to refuse to give an inch on the ques-
tion of holding the summit sutside the country and out-
side the capital "

In fact, oll indications are that the heterogeneity of the
MPLA has strongly increasad since April 25, There must
be many conflicts taday, porticularly between this new

loyer and the codres formed in the ormed peosont strug-
gle. This type of conflict comes.on top of many athers,

which, within the burecucracy irelf, involve relations

with the Africon states, relotions with UNITA, the Por-
tuguese situation, and 30 on,

But nothing con be explained solely by "pressure from
the rank and file." In reality, for o whole period the
|leadership's attitude toward the moss mavement will be
determined by the social conjuncture, |n foct, inspite
of its multiclassist line, for the moment the MPLA lead-
ership bos no bourgeois support at all, whether Angolon
or colonial, The negotiations and political battles with
the FNLA and UNITA cennot be regulated by interposed
bourgecis circles. Today, the moss movement is the
MPLA's only decisive argument. This situotion con cer-
tainly chonge, either radically through the MPLA sud-
denly recelving support from bourgeols circles, or not
so radically, through the vehicle of an MPLA-UMNITA
ogreement, UNITA, which senses the winds of change
in the military sitvation, could effectively come forth
as the "winning horse" by maintaining pressure on the
right wing of the MPLA leadership.

A person |like Lucio Lara represents the right-wing cam-
ponent of the MPLA leadership and tolerotes Forme of
mass self-organization only becouse he has no political
means with which to oppose them.

But such o prospect remains improbable, or at leost dan-

gerous for the cohesion of the movement. The civil wor
will thus play o dacisive role in determining the relation-
ship of peliticol forces within the MPLA,

MPLA counteroffensive

While the Naokuru conference was quietly going on, the
FMLA, naturally, took odvantage of the MPLA's respect
for the mythical "legolity of Alver" to open up o real
offensive,

On June 15 it attacked the northern villoges of Forfe
Repiblica, Brito Geodins; Caombo, Dugue de Brogega,
Cuale, ond Cangela. On June 18 the FNLA moved on
ta other villoges, omona them Quinculungs, Samba Cao-
ju, ond Barra do-Daonde. Supported by its rear areas in
Zaoire, the leadership of the FNLA then tried to trans-
form the Angolan provinces of Zoire and Uige into real
independent ond impenetrable bastions. At the some
time, the FMNLA again initioted its proctice of intimida-
tion ond terrorism in Luanda,

On July 4, ofter several deys of quiet obsérvance of the
fomous MNakuru occords, the FNLA again took to the at-
tack, striking ot the villages of Tango ond Kassumba
Kambaia in the Cugnza=-Norte district.

On July 9 in the copital the FNLA opened up with ma-
chine guns on the hecdquorters of the Matignal Union
of Angolan Workers, o moss trade-union with a strong
implantation (and tied to the MPLA), and on the funeral
procession of a woman militant of the MPLA. At 9:00
a.m, on July 10 it attacked the headquarters of UNITA
ond then moved to ottock the MPLA headguarters.

The FNLA then concentroted a large number of troops
in Luonda and was prepored to take all power and settle
gccounts with the mass mavement, It was under these
circumstances that the leadership of the MPLA decided
to lounch o counteroffensive aimed at driving the FINLA
out of Luanda,

The cperation lasted only a short time (two or three hours)
ond resulted in complete victory, The July 14 communi=
qué Bisued by Paclo T, Jorge of the Algiers office of the
MPLA presented the FAPLA {Forgas Armadas Popular de
Libertogdo de Angola — People's Liberation Armed Forces
of Angole, the armed forces of the MPLA) as the main
protogonist in these clashes and wos content merely ta
mention that the populotion of Luanda hod "hailed" the
FAPLA troops and helped them empty the offices of the
FRLA,

Was this another purely militery eperation? Probably.
Byt this time the comsequences directly involve the popu-
lation's Future ability to resist an FNLA offersive to re=-
take the city. It is thus now that the question of the arm-
ing of the peaple, of armed militias, and of military
potential is really posed. That is why the Portuguese
ammy is not peutral .



ANGOLA

The Portuguese army

Much more than in Mozambique, ond vostly more than
in Guinea-Bissau, the colonial army in Angola is o di-
vided army.

OFf course, some of the troops, disgusted by the unend-
ing war and sensitized by April 25, have made commen
couse with the MPLA, which they see as "the ally of
the MFA."

But the existence in Angola of a significant bourgeoisie,
combined with the pressure of an urban life that is rather
far removed from the scene of combat, has permitted ex-
tensive asmosis between the army and the colonial bour=
geoisie and petty bourgecisie,

Coutinho hod difficulty keeping control of his troops,
especially the oir force, Later, General Cardoso threw
in with the FNLA and UNITA, Today Mocedo, Cordoso's
right=hand=-man, who is more favorable to the MPLA,
has roken over.

But whoever the top commander may be, the Portuguese
army is.divided, and a large fraction of it is prepored
to oppose the MPLA., Some Portuguese troops ottacked
the MPLA heodguorters in Luanda (Villo Alice), killing
nearly thirty people. In the wake of the lotest clashes,
the Portuguese army has begun o general retreat toward
Luando and the big cities, thus abandoning the narthern
part of the country and moking it sosier for the Zalrois
army to provide unrestricted oid to the FNLA. In the
course of this retreat, the Portuguese army hos com=
pelled the entire white population to move into the big
cities, to abandon plantations and commercial establish-
ments, and to demand repatriation to Portugal . The Por-
tuguese army hos remained neutral in the actual fight=
ing between the FMNLA and the MPLA, being content to
offer its good offices for possible negotiotions.

In such o situation, the presence of Portuguese froops

is pernicious. In the worst of cases it raises the danger
of o stab in the bock to the MPLA; in the best of coses
it mointains the worst illusions among the moss movement
and retards the movemant's desire for self-deferse.(1)

Thus, the only slogan to rolse in this regard must be: Por-
tuguese froops out of Angola, all arms and matérial to
the MPLA and the popular committees! Although It has
been announced that South African troops have entered
the southern part of Angola and have dislodged the MPLA
from Pereira Deca, the Portuguese general staff in An-
golo has yet to toke o position on this intervention, Those
in Portugal who are fighting for the pure and simple boy-
cott of metropolitan troop tramsports to Angola are doing
only half the work that has to be done, The arming of

the popular militios and of the MPLA must be included

in this bottle, And refusal 1o go to Angaola "against im=
perialism and social imperialism” obviously emaunts te
refusal to support the MPLA, which is implicitly desig-
noted o3 the "agent of Moscow."

On the other hand, to say nothing at all about the pres-
ence of Portuguese hroops under the pretext thot if they
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are on the scene they can offer a big helping hand to

the MPLA is olso o grove error. The present situation

and the nature of the Partuguese army in Angola excludes
such o possibility.

Counterrevolution on the march:
FNLA and UNITA

The FMNLA today benefits from o fovarable relationship
of forces that it lacked on April 25, 1574, Becouse of
this, it has increased ifs credibility in the eyes of the
imperialist factions that support it. Fundamentally tied
to and dependent on the Zaire regime, the FNLA de-
pends in port on the relations between Zaire ond world
imperiolism. Mobutu is not o puppet on astring. He is
now a dictoter who makes advantage of the colossal riches
of his country to sell his counterravelutionary role in
central Africo to the highest bidder among the various
foc tions of imperialists, Vorious allionces ond conjunc=
turol influences moy be formed and re-formed around
tha Mobutuist regime and around the squabbles among
competitive interests,

While recognizing the current privileged allionce be-
tween Mobutu and Merth Amerieon interests, we con

say that in the future other pressures may come into play;
French President Giscord d'Estaing's trip to Kimshasa
could be o horbinger of this sort of development. The
MPLA has denounced the existence of on American oer-
ial bridge linking Zaire to an airbase in Angolen terri-
tory that was grociously abandoned to the FNLA by the
Portuguese general staff. The Paris daily Le Monde hes
also noted the possible existence of French amms deliv-
aries to the FNLA and the presence of a French officer
on, the scene . At a time when South African froops hove
penetrated inta southern Angole to retoke cities held by
the MPLA, there is no longer any doubt that the trip of
FNLA vice-president Daniel Chipenda to MNamibia sev-
eral weeks ago was decisive in the simultaneity of the
military eperations, The leadership of the FNLA will thus
have to draw together and calculate the careful support
it receives from here and thers, from day to day,

The reentry into Angolo of thowsands of refugees who
had moved to Zaire creates an insaluble problem of food
shortages in the zones controlled by the FINLA,

The refusal of the conference of the Organization of
Africon Unity to opprove o Zoirois motion condemning
Portugal's attitude toward Argola demonstrated the pre-
cdriousress of the FMNLA's African diplomatic support;
this precoricusness is o result not of any sympathy for
the MPLA but rather of fear of the economic and mili-
tary power that a Kinshaso-Luanda axis under the. cegis
of o Mobutu and & Holden Roberte would represent,

For its part, UNITA hos been playing the gome of ap-
parent neutrality between the MPLA and FMNLA since
April 25,

Its main priority during this period has been to seek sup-
port from reactionory sectors of colons, including the



Angolan Unity Front (FUA — Frente de Unidode Ange-
lana) of the fascist Falgdio, all in the name of a multi-
racial Angola. But the flight of the colons back to Per-
tugal hos cut the ground from under the feet of UNITA.(2)
That development, combined with the repeated clashes
between the MPLA ond the FNLA, compelled Jonas
Savimbi's orgonizotion to make o change in toctics,

Basing itself fundomentally on regionalism, UNITA set
obout to construct its own fief. Implanted south of the
Cuonzao river, [t sought to prevent the wor from becom-
ing generalized throughout the South, Savimbi encour-
aged sconomic activities in "his" zone, He offirmed that
he would guarantee the security of the lives and property
af the Europeon pepulation. Rumors were flooted that
this region might secede under UNITA rule in the event
that o generclized conflict broke out In the country. In
foct, the southern region is the richest in the country,
and the one most heavily penerrated by European inter-
ests (the Benguela railroad, the Cassinga mines, efc.}.
Suppert from European Common Market circles, espe-
ciolly from French and German interests (Krupp holds

the majority of shares in the Cassinge iron mines) s o
trump card that Savimbi does not want to lose.

But the generalization of the conflict makes it difficult
for UNITA to implement this regionalization, That is
why we are now witnessing on incredible poker gome
between the MPLA and the FRLA, with UNITA as the
stakes. While Savimbi's troops were making common
couse with FMLA forces agoirst the MPLA, the MPLA
announced that it was opening negotiafions with UNITA,

On Sunday, August 17, there was o big mass demonstra-
tion In Luonda in support of the MPLA, Lopo de MNasci-
ments, @ member of bath the MPLA and the cealition
government, took the opportunity to tell Agence Fronce-
Presse that on allionce between his organization and
UNITA wos necessary! At that very moment, the two
organizations were clashing in Luso in the Southeast; in
Lobifo the MPLA was surrounded by troops of the FINLA
and UNITA acting jointly.

Lopo de Maoscimento's remark provides @ goed illustra-
tion of the opportunism of the MPLA leadership, which
has publicly recognized UNITA's implantation in the
South. (See the interview with MPLA leader Agostinha
MNeto in the Moy 3 ssue of the Lishon weekly Sempre
Fixe.)

But it also paints out the conflict-ridden character of the
FNLA=UNITA allionce, which forces UNITA to utilize
its regional “representativeness” for all it's worth. Since
UMNITA is rather weak militarily, it is prepared to rally
to the MPLA depending on the fluctuations of imperialist
support to the FNLA., But this in no way eliminates its
counterrevalutionary charocter; it does not wipe out ifs
attacks on the self-orgonization of the workers and on
strikes; it does not eliminate its alliance with certain
imperialist sectors.

The FNLA and UNITA foday comstitute the only forces
imperialism commands for imposing @ neocelonial solu-

tion in Angola. Given the alreedy comsiderable presence
of foreign investors in the country, the convergence be-
tween the interests of the investors ond the ambitions of
the FNLA and UNITA place these two orgonizations in
the center of the negotiotions.

The urban mass movement was making no mistoke when
it socked the FMLA's "house of the people” (sic) in
Luanda and found a series of well equipped torture cham-

"bers and dungeors in which dozens of victims were locked

up.

That is why, once agoin, the leoderhip of the MPLA is
offering resporses that are inodequate fo the future needs
of the struggle.

MPLA leadership maintains its line

In his statement of July |6, Poolo T. Jorge, a member
of the MPLA foreign relations commission, set the tone
for the organization when he claimed that the prime
couse of the new situotion wos "lack of respect for the
Alvor oeeords, fundamentally on the pertof the FINLA,
but often in collusion with UNITA." And he added,
going a bit further: "In the legitimate concern for over-
coming the armed conflicts end arriving ot @ new com-
mon platform for the MPLA, the FNLA, and UNITA —
in spite of the political ond ideslogical differences and
the varying historic ontecedents among the three move-
ments — and in order o permit o hormonious develop-
ment, in order and calm, of the process of decoloniza=-
tion, the leaders of these three orgonizations met in
MNaokuru, Kenyo, in June 1975 and signed a new proto=
col more or less reaffirming the fundamental clauses of
the Alver accords. But, once again, the FNLA was nat
going to respect the new occords, despite (sic) the ob~
vious good faith of the leoders of the MPLA."

That is how on important member of the apporatus de-
scribes the recent history of his countryl

In the July 19 issue (No.14) of its journal, Victorio
Certa, which appearad at the height of the counterof-
fensive, the MPLA published a shart orticle on people's
power in which the necessity of developing this power
was expressed this woy: "The organizofional forms of
people's power must be strengthened and omplified so
that the people may freely express and defend their in-
terests, which are, fundamentally, the interests of the
workers and peosants. These classes must be broadly rep-
resented in the popular orgons, independently of the lib-
eration movements, the tribes, or the races. The people
must express themselves in an organized way; they must
struggle and freely choose their vanguord."”

In o communiqué broodeast by Luanda radia, the Polit-
ical Bureou of the MPLA "launched o vehement appeal
to the popular neighborhood commissions to form vigi=
lance groups in all the neighborhoods, composed of con-
scious and disciplined citizens, with the objective of
preventing marginal groups, whether in the pay of reae-
tion or not, from committing acts of bonditry such as
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murder, theft, vandalism, and violence." The MPLA
colled on the coordinating body of the populer neighbor-
hood commissions to act “together with the Luonda mu-
nicipality to study how to offer o practical solution to

the problems of burying codavers, of the lack of water

and light, end of ather problems within their competence .
(A Capital, July 17, 1975.)

These statements on people's power remaln broadly om=
biguous in thot they define people's power os simply hav-
ing @ proctical function and not as a strategy for the
develagment of self-organization ond self-defanse as

the first form of stote power of the miling mosses. The
relationship between the MPLA and the state apparatus
remains especiolly obscure because respect for the Alvor
accords is asserted repeated|y, and that means respect
for o form of bourgeois government, That i the funda-
mental contradiction that injects the worst 1|lusions Tnto
the mass movement, If MPLA troops today are surrounded
by FINLA troops in Lobite, Luso, and Mova Lisboa, hun-
dreds of miles from the FNLA's base area in Zaoire, ond
if UNITA has mode the South it Fief, these developments
have cccurred because of the farmal equality conferred
on the three organizotions by the Alvor accords, In the
midst of o civil war, ot a time when the fate of the An=
golan revolution s at sfake, it is irresponsible 1o cite

the Alver accords a3 the backdrop for the political bot-
tle of the MPLA,

This confirms as strongly as possible the nationalist
choices of the MPLA leadership.

The MPLA |eadership launched its counteroffensive only
becduse fts very survival wos threatened by the FNLA,
Every member of the leadership knows that since the
MPLA haos no support except that of the mosses, it could
rapidly be physically eliminoted by the FINLA,

But the analyses of the MPLA leadership have completely
disregorded the foct that the present unstoble relation-
ship of forces is o result precisely of a yeor and a half

of rotten compromises with these ogents of imperialism.
The leadership continues to offer the mosses a moralistic
analysis that spedks in terms of "wicked people who re-
fuse to keep their word, "

In order to struggle against the FNLA, the battle of the
Angolon masses must be situated in the fromewark of the
entire African revolution. The mosses of the neocolonial
couniries must be awokened, ond one must not be con-

tent simply to woge o battle of werds in the councils of
the Orgonization of African Unity.

Az far as UNITA is concerned, here is the analysis Agos-
tinho Meto presented in the interview published in the
May 3 Sempre Fixe: "UNITA today is following the same
road as the FNLA, ond that is why there s no possibility
of our work ing toge ther within the governmant ., |t cannot
be said that UNITA is neufral. Of course, the main
elosh is not with UNITA; but we nevertheless have good
reason to think that If UNITA wos alone on the scene,

its attitude would not be different. Even under these
conditions, we still hope thot UNITA will take the path
of conciliation, the path to real peace."
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A curious conception of conciliation and peoce, affer
having placed UNITA and the FMNLA on the some foot=
ing! This sort of reasoning does not help to educate the
moss movement. Just the opposite; each statement is
carefully measured so os to sotisfy everybody and to
leave the door open for new rotten negotictions to estab-
lish some kind of "government of unity."

It is certainly true that UNITA has now carved itself out
@ base in the South. But the clock cannot be turned back
by making @ tactical alliance behind the back of the ur-
ban mass movement, What is primarily needed to expose
UMNITA is o body of slogars directed ot the peasantry
and petty-bourgeois sectors. And if this is being pre-
pared, everything could be called into question once
again by polishing up Savimbi's imoge with a last-min=
ute alliance,

Peking and the Angolan
counterrevolution

For many months the Soviet bureoucracy was content o
support the MPLA without toking a clearly hostile atti-
tude toword the FNLA, Soviet diplomacy was guided
partially by respect for the Alvor accords, but above all
by the need to keep oll optiors open in face of on uncer-
tain future. But for some time now the tone has changed .
On August 17 Pravda sccused the FNLA of being sup-
ported by "Peking, the rocists of South Africa, ond the
multinational monopolies that want to maintain control
of the natural resources of Angala,"

Support to the MPLA, which it designoted as "the tested
revolutionary vanguard in the country” (Krasnaya Zvezda,
August 17}, is decisive for Soviet diplomocy in southern
ond central Africa. The defeat of the MPLA would lead

to o decisive penetration by U.5. diplomacy and oo
retreat from the positions that hove been won by the
South West African Pecple's Organization (SWAPD) in
MNomibio and by the African MNational Council [ANC)

in Rhodesia, which represent the best hopes of Kremlin
diplomacy,

Mevertheless, the Kremlin hos olready gotten o big as-
sist from the openly counterrevolutionary attitude of the
Chinese leodership. It is known that Peking sent more
than 200 instructors to the FMNLA after the signing of the
Zoire-China occords. A comrade of the Ligue Commu-
niste Révolutionnaire (French section of the Fourth Inker-
national) who recently returned from o visit to Angola
has reported that on FNLA prisoner revealed the presence
of Chinese on the advanced front lines, in Caxito.

The explanations of the Angolan situstion in the Chinese
press today contain implicit denunciations of the MPLA.
The July 26 issue of Chine Mouvelle wrote that there is
"na conflict of interest" among the vorious liberation
movements in Angola and that the clashes omong these
movements are due essentiolly to the "maneuvers of dis-
sension” carrfed out by the Soviet Union: "On the eve
of the independence of Angolo and just after the sign-
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ing of the MNakuru accords by the three Angolan organi=-
zations, the Soviet social imperialists flagrantly pro-
voked on armed conflict in Angole in order to undermine
the independence of this country and gain control of it
becayse of its strategic geogrophical pesition, "

Chine Nouvelle accused the LISSR of sending "large
quantities of heavy weapons" to Luanda (which means,
implicitly, to the MPLA}, "Although the OAU recog-
nizes the three Angelan liberation movements, " Chine
MNouvelle wrote, "Soviet social imperialism has viciously
classified them in three categories: revolutionary, non-
revolutionary, ond counterrevolutionary . . . and this
despite the fact that the three movements have persisted
in the armed struggle for years."

On July 12, Shai Tse-min, president of the Association
for Friendship with Foreign Countries, received on FINLA
delegation in Peking. The delegation wos headed by
Hendrik Vall MNeto, secretory of state for information in
the coalition government. This individual is the some
man who in February had personally led an FNLA com-
mande in an attack on the Luanda radio installations,
kidnapping and torturing on announcer whoe was o sym-
pathizer of the MPLA and mistreating the workers be-
couse they had given too good o resporse to the com-
paign for people's power, The reception in Peking (brood-
cast by Hsinhuo and monitored in Tokyo) ook place just

) ¥ |

at the time that the MPLA was driving the FNLA sut of
Luanda.

For an anticapitalist struggle!

One cannot remain neutral omong the three liberation
movements under the pretext of a grodualist conception
that regards the struggle of "Angalan nationalism" against
the Porfuguese presence as o first stoge ina longer shrug-
gle. The international penetration of capital info Angola
maokes the question of "Portuguese neccolonialism® o~
tally deperdent on the submission of the Angolon econ-
omy to the im‘pﬂriﬂ"lf interests that hold shares in the
various concessions. That is why the priority task must
be to expose the connection between forces like those

of the FNLA and UNITA ond the interests of the various
imperialist foctions, (See, for example, INPRECOR,
MNo.31, July 17, 1975.) That is o strong and pertinent
critique of the Portuguese reformists who pronounce them=
selves against ony neccolonial solution but remain silent
obout the agreements Lisbon has entered inte with a mul-
titude of imperialist componies, agreements aimed ot
plundering Angola. The divisions within "Angolan na-
tionalism" are very clearly reflections of the conflicts
between the upholders of on immediote neccolonial so-
lution and @ mass movement that has made the first ex-~
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periments with self-orgonization and is portially con=
trolled by o petty-bourgeois nationalist leadership,

When we talk about suppart far the MPLA, if is the An-
golon masses we ore talking to, and we tell them: "We
support the MPLA because today it is the political ond
military force in which you ploce confidence and whose
ranks you Fill. We support the MPLA because today 1t s
the only militery force that iz opposing the most brutal
reaction that the African revolution has ever seen. But
the MPLA will not be oble to definitively sotisfy the de-
mands for which you are Fighting — for the end of all
exploitation, for an Angolo that is really free of all im=
perialist constraint. Your leadership believes it can con=-
ciliate your struggle with African diplomocy and 'no-
tional unity' by not corrying out a real socialist revolu-
tion. When we support the MPLA it is your struggle that
we are supporting, the struggle of the workers and poor
peasants, of the militanks and revelutionary codres of

the MPLA. But we warn you ogoinst the zigzogs of the
national leadership, ogainst ite illusiors and hesitotiors, "

Convinced that a closs |ine passes through this move=
ment, we balieve that the road that leads to o radicalizo-
tion of the struggle ond to its transformation into o so-
cial revolution posses through the construction of an
outhentic communist leadership. It is thus that the con~
scious elements of the movement must be able to orgo-
nize and put forward their own perspectives.

In the present period, a class struggle terdency would
ossert itself by rejecting ony new political accords with
the FNLA and UNITA, by drawing a critical balance-
sheet of the previous oceords, and by denouncing the
formula of coolition government. Such o tendency would
go beyond the vague formulas of Maoistic elements about
"people's democrocy” and would formulate the concrete
tasks of the socialist revolution, The development of
neighborhood committees and popular militios os prepar-
atory forms of the state power of the mosses; the expros
priation without compersation of the copitalists; o body
of slogans aimed at the pessantry; clear responses on

the self-determination of ethnic groups, the use of na-
tional languoges, the destruction of the present property
forms in the coffee-growing zones, etc. — all this should
contribute to relounching o moss movement thaf has ol-
ready been tired out by fomine and maossacre.,

Break down nationalist illusions by dencuncing the mas-
querade of African diplomocy, by calling upon the Con-
golese, Zaircis, and Zambian mosses to mobilize, and
by calling for militont solidarity from African revolution-
aries and the international revelutionary mavement —
that is the best response to the appeals for unity issued

by @ Kaundo (the Zambian president).

Such a regroupment of the vanguard would not only lay
the bosis for o recognized revolutionory leadership, but
would also represent the only alternative to the present
MPLA leadership, which threaters to break up into foc=
tions ot any point,; over the question of negotiations

with UMITA, the question of a unilateral declaration

of independence, or many other fssues. The risks of the
Internationalization of the conflict have not disappeared.,

There is already talk of o South African milltary inter-
vention to "protect the Colueque dom on the Cunene
River, o region which is claimed by Namibia and in
which South Africans hove heavily invested in the pro-
duction of hydroelectric energy. South Africa is also
reported ready to assume responsibility for the transport
of Zambian and Zairois copper that could no longer be
carried by the Benguela railroad.

All these foctors converge to lend the struggles of the
Angolan people a decisive role in determining the future
relationship of forces throughaut southern Africa ata
time when the Rhodesion regime is negotiating its last
card and when Pretorio is planning to lock the Mamibian
people into concentration Bantustars.

The MPLA today is Fighting for vontrol of the coosts.
Mogamedes, Benguela, and Labito ore the scenes of
bottles that are decisive for supply and logisties. The
clashes at Coxito, thirty=five miles north of Luanda,
the most advanced point held by the FRLA, prove thot
Holden's troops have ot least temporarily foiled in their
ottempts to retake Luanda.

On August 15 General Antonio Ferreira Maceda, Gen-
era| Cardoso's successor os Portuguese high commissioner
in Angola, declored the coalition government incapable
of carrying out its responsibilities and decided to assume
sole executive power. It was in foce of this decision
that the MPLA, the sole real moster of Luande, men-
tioned the possibility of o unilateral decleration of in-
dependence. But this juridical formula is not decisive,
especially since in the minds of the leoders of the MPLA
it could imply new negotiations for diplomatic recogni-
tion from o series of African shotes,

In face of the shilly=shallying of Porfugal, we must now
demand all power to the MPLA,

PORTUGUESE, SCUTH AFRICAN, AND ZAIROIS
TROOPS CUT OF ANGCLA!

FOR INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY WITH THE 5TRUG-
GLES OF THE ANGOLAMN WORKERS AND PEASAMNTS|

HAMNDS OFF THE ANGOLAN REVOLUTION!

August 22, 1975

Footnotes:

1. The guestion of air power is decisive in the current
relationship of military forces. The first organization
that gains access to any aircraft will have every oppor-
tunity to turn the situation in its fovor fundamentally,

2. For several weeks thousands of Portuguese have been
waoiting at the airports in Luanda and MNowva Lisboa to

fly bock to Portugal. Some are driving in columns of
hundreds of cors toward MNamibio, where South Africa
lodges them temporarily before transporting them to Por-
tugal, There are enticommunist and anti-MFA demon-
strations in Luanda neorly every day. The question of
these reactionary repatriots is not unimportant for the
internal Portuguese situation.



twenty

revolutiona
marxists

arrvested

t the beginning of August the Egyption government an-
aunced through its controlled press that twenty revolu-
onory militants hod been arrested in early July, omong
wm five young women, They were accused of belonging
y the Intermationalist Communist Leogue, the new name
f the former Mustafo Khamis Revalutionory Communist
sroup, an organization adhering to revolutionary Marx-
m. (For the text of the first manifesto of the Mustafa
homis Revelutionary Communist Group, see |NPRECOR,
lo. 14/15, December 12, 1974.) According to reports
ppearing in leading Calro dailies, the amested militants
ere occused of having established relations with the
evolutionary Communist Group in Lebonon and with

e Fourth International ond of having organized to
overthrow the political ond economic regime" in Egypt
nd replace it with an "extremist Trotskyist Communist
2gime." [The most extensive occount of the arresks ap-
eared in the August 3 issue of the daily el-Akhkbar.
elow is a tromslation of major excerpts of el=Akhbor's
rticle.) The "evidence" presanted by the state alleg=
dly conmsisted of o typewriter ond some printed material,
wluding leaflets and pamphlets,

1 its August 16 issue the Lebanese daily Beyrouth pub-
shed o partial list of the militants orrested. They in-
luded:

- Oussama Khalil, an employee at Cairo University;

- lbrohim Azzom, a student ot Caire University;

- MNajwo Abdel Ghoffor el-Baassi, a student in the

-hool of ecanomics and political science at Cairo Uni-
ersity;

- Randa Abdel Ghaffar el-Boassi, student in the com=
erce department of Caire University (according to el-
khbaor, she is an ogronomy student at Ain Shems Univer-

sity in Cairo);

— Muhammed Beshir el-5ibai, employee in the foreign
relatiors department of the Egyption news ogency;

— Doctor Muhammed Bayuni, veterinarion;

= Muhommed Tayel, lbrahim Romadan, Muhommed Said
el=Jerjowi, Atef Salim, and Salim's two sisters (unnamed)
oll students at Coiro University;

— three worker militonts, whose nomes were not pro-
vided,

The same newspoper reported that the comrodes wers
being held in el-Kolag prison in Cairo and that the stata
had barred their relatives from visiting them. Sources
connecied to the proseculor's office sald that many of
the prisoners had refused to speak without the presence
of o lowyer aond that most of them hed requested that
they be defended by the well known Egyptian lawyer
Ahmed Mabil el=Hilali. The August 3 issue of the Beirut
daily el-Anwar reported that twa of the twenty orrested,
Muzahim Tokriti ond Abdel Kader Shakir, were Iragis
who hod allegedly been sent to Cairo to "instruct” the
Egyption militants in the use of "disoppearing ink and
coded writing."

An especially ominous aspect of the arrests was that the
proseculor, octing in deliberate bad faith, tried to link
the arrested commdes to the Arab Communist Organiza-
tion (ACQ), o far-left orgonization that has been focing
repression in Lebanon, Syria, and Kuwait. |n o deposi-
tion to the court the prosecutor noted that five alleged
members of the ACO hod recently been hanged in Do-
mascus. The fact is, however, that neither the Egyption
comrades nor the Revelutionary Communist Group in
Lebanon has any links to the Arob Communist Orgoniza=-
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Cairo; Jonuary 1972, Students attempt to assemble for demorstration against Sodat regime .

tion sove one: The Arcb Trotskyists have always defended
the ACO ogainst repression by the bourgeois Arch re-
gimes. The fundamental political differences between
the Arab Trotskyists and the OCA over such questions

as terrorism ore no secret, for they hove been discussed
often enough in the revelutionary Marxist press in the
Arab world,

The aim of the Egyptian regime in making this amelgam
is quite clear: to set the stoge for handing down the
harshest possible sentences against the Egyption com-
rodes and o justify the close collaboration of the Egypt-
ian, Lebanese, ond Syrion secret police by claiming
that all the regimes in the Arab region foce an interna-
tional “terrorist conspirocy, " an aceusation that has
served as a principal witch=hunting weapon for the im-
perialists and their allies for some yeors now,

Why the arrests?

The Sodat regime clearly plors o make an exomple of
our comrades in an attempt to intimidate all the revolu-
tionary and leftist movements presently active amang

the Egyption workers and peasants, The regime is olormed
at the mounting politicel activity of the workers and all
the toiling mosses in the country, activity that the re-
pressive opparatus hos been unable to suppress.

The new rise of the Egyption mass movement began with
the student strikes and demonstrations of Jonuary 1972,
Since that time, the students hove taken to the streefs
on numerout occasions, generally to pratest the govern-
ment's capitulationist policy toward the Zionist state of
isroel and its imperialist supporters. By outumn 1974 the
growing economic crisis and consequent social tensions
had led to o reswakening of the Egyptian working class,
In September 1974, the month in which the government
heoded by the econemic "liberal" Abdel Aziz Hegozi
took office, workers strikes swept Helwan, Shubro el-
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Khaima, and other working-class centers. The strikes
were so powerful thot the regime woe forced 1o grant
significant economic concessions. The autumn 1974 strike
wave culminated in the massive workers demonstration

in Caire on Jonuary 1, 1975, The government responded
to the demonstration with a wave of arrests,

This repression, however, failed 1o stem the tide, In
late March the workers of Mahalla el-Kubra mobilized
in one of the mest odvanced struggles in the recent his-
tary of the Egyptian workers movement, arganizing strike
committees, occupying factories, and resisting ormed
attacks by the repressive forces,

The Mahalla el-Kubra mobilization convinced the Egypt=-
ion ruling closs that the Hegazi government had to go.
The rising working=class struggles were o major obstocle
to Sodat's policy of an economic and palitical "opening"

TR R e T T et [ — N copiral, Ywesrarn cupiral
has ne great wish to plunge into on unstable si luation,
particularly durliag an lnfemational recession, Moreover,
the organizational forms that emerged during the strug-
gles in Mahallo el-Kubra pointed to the possibility that
the Egyption workers could precipitate a generolized
social explosion.

The salution decided on by the Egyption rulers was to
replace Hegazi, the symbol of the “economic opening, "
with Momdouh Salim, a career police officer. The policy
of the “opening” wos continved, and even deepenead.

A few verbal concessions aimed at calming the workers
down were offered. But the appointment of o policeman
as premier was o symbol of what was to come: o big in-
tensification of repression in an attempt to pacify the
"internal front" referred to by the Cairo prosecutor. The
orrest of the comrodes of the Internationalist Communisi
League represents an initial test of whether the regime
can succeed in decapitating the workers movement,

There are four main reasors why Sadat has decided to



single cut the Egyptian revolutionary Marxists for attaek:
First, the Egyption comrades hove played an important
rale in the student demonsirations ogoinst Sodat's policy
of copitulation to Zionism, and with the signing of the
latest accord with lsroel the regime hos grounds to fear
further mobilizations in opposition to the new step in
copitulation. Second, the comrodes hove been octively
involved in organizing and defending the workers strug-
gles for économic demands. Third, the regime especially
fears that the revolutionary Morxist organization could
emerge as o bridge linking the student protests ogainst
Sadat’s policy toward Isroel and the workers mobiliza-
tions; the regime is fully conscious of the tight connec~
tion between the "internal” and "external” fronts ond is
equally conscious of its own need to prevent that connec-

tion from being perceived by the Egyptian mosses. Fourth,

the regime hopes that by charging that the Egyptian com=-
rades have established relotions with "foereigrens” of the
Fourth International, it con isolate the comrades from

the rest of the Egyptian left and thus succeed in its re-
pressive plans ond simultonecusly conceal its own capit-
ulation to imperialism behind o nationolist veneer.

The need for solidarity

It is of erucial importance that the bourgeois Egyption
regime be defeated in these ottempts, not only becouse

Mew IMG pamphlet containing trans-
lation of documents by Fourth Inter-
national organisations in the Arab
world, Available from RED BOOKS,
97 Caledonian Road, London MN.1. —
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of the intrinsic importonce of the Egyption workers move=-
ment, but also because of the vanguard role this move-
ment plays for the entire Arab revelution. A defeat for
Sodat's attempl to stamp out the Egyptian revolutionary
Marxist organization would help to prevent repressive
attempts in other Arab countries. Conversely, if Sadat
succeeds in Egypt, it will be easier for the other Arab
regimes to take similar steps in their own countries. The
arrests in Egypt have already been used by the Lebanese
bourgeois press to lounch a compaign agoinst the Revoly-
tionary Communist Group in Lebanon.

The Arob left and revolutionary movement hos alreody
begun to respond. On August 4 @ joint communiqué in
deferse of the Egyptian comrodes was released by four
orgonizotions, including the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine and the Popular Front-General Com-
mand, a split from the PFLP. (The text of the communi-
qué is printed below.) This solidarity must now be ex-
tended internationally so that Sadat's attocks on the

most elementary democratic rights of freedom of cssocia-
tion and freedom of the press may be defeated,

RELEASE ALL |MPRISONED REVOLUTIONARY MILI-
TANTS IN EGYPTI

SOLIDARITY WITH THE EGYPTIAN MASSES AND REV-
CLUTIONARY MILITANTSI

EL-AKHBAR’S
REPORT

The following article, published under the headline,
"Arrest of @ Communist Organization Having Relations
With Communist Organizations in Lebenon and Fronce, "
appeared in the August 3, 1975, issue of the Caire
daily el-Akhbar. The subtitles are el-Akhbor's.

The intelligence services of the State Security have suc-
eeeded in arresting @ communist organization having
connections with communist organizations in Lebanon
and Poris. Twenty members of the erganization have
been arrested, among them five young women. The name
of this communist organization is the Internationalist
Communist League; its aim is the overthrow of the polit-
ical and economic regime in the country and the imposi-
tion of an extremist "Trotskyist” communist regime. The
security services followed the octivities of the organizo-
tien from August 1974 to the arrest of it members lost
July. This communist orgonizotion had connections with
the Revolutionary Communist Group in Lebanon ond the
Fourth Intermational in France (which is an extremist
communist group).

The state intelligence services presented photogrophs,
topes, printed matter, ond documents proving the octiv-
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ity of this communist organization in Egypt. A typewriter
was also found, as well o5 several pamphlets ready for
distribution, in the apartment of the organization in
Cairo.

Yesterdoy the prosecutor's office of the State Security
distributed details about this arganization during the ex=
omination of o request for the releose of Randa Abdel
Ghoffar el-Boassi, an agronomy student and member of
the orgonization. The request was considered by the
State Security Court, Coumellor Hussein Mustafa Omar
presiding; the prosecutor's office was represented by
Abdel Magid Mahmoud.

An organization of a new type

At the beginning of the session, Randa denied the ac-
cusation that she belonged to the organization. In his
depasition, Abdel Mogid Mahmoud said, "At a time
when it is necessary to strengthen the internal front,

this League has come along to destroy any progress on
the road to the strengthening of that front." And he
added, "Thiz Leogue is trying to found o secret, destruc-
tive communist organization, net of the traditional type,
but an extremist Marxist Trotskyist organization thot es-
tablishes relations with foreign communist organizations.
This arganization has thus veluntarily egreed to become
the agent of oulside forces foreign to our convictions,"”

He alsosaid, "This organization contacted several Marx-
ist Trotskyists abroad, after which they formed a commu-
nist organization including the accused, the aim of which
is to overthrow the political ond economic regime of the
country and to impose on extremist communist regime,
Their aetivities began during the summer of 1974; ot the
some time, the observation of their activities by the se-
curity services began. The intelligence services of State
Security presented thirteen reports to the State Security
prosecutor's office, and the orgonization was then ar-
rested lost July 3."

Support from abroad

The occused admitted having contacted the Revolutionary
Communist Group in Lebanon, which is regorded os o
section of @ communist party in France (the Fourth Inter-
national), They formed o communist orgonization follow-
ing these two organizations and begon their activities

by crecting what they colled the "Mustafa Khamis Com-
munist Group," Then the organization transformed Tiself
inte the Internotionalist Communist League ond odopted
the Marxist Trotskyist line; they depended on and subor-
dinated thermselves to the Revolutionary Communist Group
in Lebanon; contoct ond support were maintained beiween
the two orgonizotions, The Lebanese orgenization sent
two delegates with directives to the organization in
Egypt, ond they met with the members of the Egyptian
group and were arrested; their nomes ore Mozahim Tok-
riti and Abdel Kader Shokir. The Lebonese organization
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offered financial support for the purchose of o typewriter
for printing pamphlefs and leoflets; the members of the
Egyptian organization were olio troined in the use of dis-
oppearing ink and writing in code. The Lebanese orga-
nizotion also sent books and journals for the education
of the Egyptians, among them el-Munadil, which is pub-
lished by the erganization in Lebanon, The members of
the organization rented an apartment in which to hold
their meetings. The prosecutor requested that Randa be
held in prison until the investigation wos finished ond
until other accused members of the organization, who
have fled, ore apprehanded,

He then explained the role of the accused Randa Abdel
Ghoffar el-Boassi, o 19-year-old student in the agron-
omy school of Ains Shems Univenity, and he mentioned
that leaflets and pamphlets hod been found in her desl,

Adel Amin, attorney for the accised, moved for her re-
lease on the grounds of her young oge and the absence
of evidence proving that she participated in meetings;
her only role, he said, was that her sister, Nojwo Abdel
Ghaffar el-Boassi, a student at the engineering school
of Ain Shems, and |brohim Azzam, MNajwa’s husband,
were occused in the affair. He added that the printed
matter found in her eportment did not prove thot she be-
longed to the orgenization. The court decided 1o release
the occused but to keep her under constant surveillonce.
It is known that the releose of those aceused in such af-
fairs tokes ploce only after confirmotion of the decision;
the prosecutor has the right to oppose the decision of
the court. [The article cantinues by attempting to make
an omalgam between the Egyptian comrades ond the
Arab Communist Organization and reports that five mem-
bers of the latter orgonization had bean hanged in Da-
moscus . )

SOLIDARITY
AGAINST THE
REPRESSION!

The fellawing statement wes raleased on August 4, 1975,

It wos signed by the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, the Popular Front-General Commond, the

Arob Socialist Workers party, and the Revolutionary Com=

munist Group.

In eorly July the Egyptian regime arrested twenty laftist
militants, accusing them of belonging to the "Revolution=
ary Communist Group." This is a new step revealing the
real foce of the bourgeois Egyptian regime. This regime
hes adopted the slogan of on "opening”; but this is an
opening to imperialist copital, its reactionary spokesmen,
and its thoroughly exposed agenti. Alongside this "open-




ing, " the Egyption regime hos intensified its attock on
the progressive, patriotic, and revolutionary forces. It
has accused the lntest detoinees of belonging to the Arab
Communist Organization. This is a false accusation which
can be relegated fo the most despicable of police trodi-
tions: confusing orgonizations of a certain character with
ather organizotions that adopt moss struggle methods.

The truth is thot the Sadat regime is sunk in o deep eco-
nomic and political crisis. Its palicy of opening up Egypt
ta imperjalism hos foiled on two grounds. While unem-
ployment is increasing and the standerd of living of the
teiling mases Is decreasing constantly, Sadat's capitula-
tHonist intentions ore running up against the stubborn wall
of entrenched Zionism. Confronted with this situation,
the bourgeois regime in Egypt hos no choice but to repress
the living revolutionary forces, which are struggling
olongeide the patriotic masses of workers and students.

However, such desperote meosures cannot halt the rise
of the mass movement and its mobilization ogoinst o re-
gime of exploitation and betrayal. The solidarity of the
patriotic revelutionory Arab movement with the Egyption
masses and their revolutionary militants, which is its
duty, is on indication thot the revolutionary Egyption

movement will not be halted, no matter how much repres-
sion is unleoshed agaoinst it, mor will it be isolated. On
the contrary, it will always receive the complete solidar-
ity of all revolutionaries in the Arcb region and through-
out the world.

Also, we warn the Lebanese regime that it should not
use the ongoing orrests in Egypt s on excuse to wage o
similar campaign in Lebanon, The potrictic ond progres-
sive movement in Lebanon will zealously defend the
democratic rights it hos won through struggle .. It will
stand firm against any attempt to extend the campaign
of the Egyption regime ogeinst the left into Lebanon,

RELEASE ALL THE LEFTIST PRISOMERS!

HAMDS OFF THE PATRIOTIC REVOLUTIONARY MOVE-
MENT!

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
Fopular Front=General Command

Arab Socialist Workers party

Revolutionary Communist Group

August 4, 1975

URUGUAY

cont'd. from pg, 32

bassies in all countries, demanding that the rights of the
prisoners be respected, thot the torture be stopped, thot
humane conditions of detention be established, that the
prisoners be allowed visiting rights and free correspon-
dence, that they be granted medical care and daily exer-
cise as well as the right to receive and read all the press
thot legally circulates in the country and the right to
corry on any manual or intellectual activities that they
desire.

Democratic argonizations throughout the world, the mass
movement, all the committees set up fo defend democratic
rights and the rights of man, frade unions, intellectuals,

and student organizotions must exert pressure on the Urnu-
guayan government for the deferse of political prisoners.

Footnotes:

1. The "Fuerzas Conjuntas” (FF,CC, — Jsint Forces) is
the name of the body that coordinates the three military
branches and the police.

2, "The baths" are o form of torture that consists of
plunging the prisaner into water or excrement, threaten=
ing suffocation.



URUGUAY

FREE THE
POLITICAL
PRISONERS

A very severe repression ogainst worker and revolution-
ary militants is raging in Uruguay, creating on extremely
difficult situation for the clandestine arganizotions.

On March 23, seven militant of the Partide Socialista
de los Trobajadares (Uruguay), sympathizing orgoniza-
tian of the Fourth Internctional, were arrested by the
"Fuerzos Conjuntas”(1) during o search operation. The
following week, seven more militants were arrested.
Mew searches and arrests are still going on.

The fourteen orrested comrades were held for two months
in the barracks of the Fourth Cavalry Regiment and were
then transferred to the barracks of the Fifth Cavalry Reg-
iment. The FF.CC. utilized physical and psychological
torture, “sclentific torture” under medical contral, in
an attempl to wring stotements out of the arrested com=
roddes that would enable the police to diogrom certain
organizations and arrest other militants.
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Following 15 o 1ist of the priscners, o3
reported in the May 29,1975, El Pais:

*Corlos Roul Astellans Del Rio, 29,
teacher.

*Fernando Alfredo Souto Soute, 235,

*Maria Liliona Caviglie de Scto, 19,
studant.

*Fredy Sixta Cabrero Dos Sontes, 19,
employes at Plaskela 5.A.

*Ricorde Francisco Gorcia Domonks,
19, student,

*Romon Suards Trelles, 19, employee
at Cambio Bafa

*Luls Alberto Villorubio Mesones, 31,
student,

*Alde Bruno Gill Baptista, 19, empleyee.
*Huge Javier Martinez Boez, 17, em-
playes at the Angle=Uruguayan Institute,

*Walter Roberto Lenge Porcile, 19,
student.

"Ruben Schubert Corenel Clavijo, 19,
employes at Fobrica de Lodrilles Marris.

* lulte Cetor Vuolo Costro, 19, employee,

*Maria Cristing Araujo Lépex, 20, em-
playee al a-shirt factory.

* Mario de los Angeles Barbozo Pera,

21, meacher.
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Juventud Sociolisto de Avanzede (Vanguard Socialist
Yaouth), the other of being o leading member of the
PST(U). Three days later anather of the occused, o young
miner, was relecsed. One militont remains in prison
wﬂhuuf having Wn tried,
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