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toward the
overthrow

of the
bloody
dictatorship

While the moribund Froncoist dictatorship is intensifying its repressive measures ogainst
the mass movement and its vonguord beyond all Iimits, e protrocted political general
strike is going on in Euzkadi (the Basque country) and the solidarity movement is spread-
ing, olthough unevenly, throughout the territory of the Spanish state, More than ever,
the development of solidarity against the bloody Francolst repression, to save the |ives
of José Garmendia, Angel Otoegui, ond the five militants of the FRAP (Frente Revolu=
cionario Antifascisto y Patriotica — Antifascist and Patriotic Revolutionary Front) jso
central task of the internotional workers and revolutionory mavement,

We are publishing below an interview, token September 13, with @ member of the Palit-
icol Bureou of the Liga Comuniste Revelucionaria/Euzkadi te Askotasuna-VI (Revolutionary
Communist League Bosque MNation and Freedom=-5ixth Congress) analyzing the reasons for
the regime's current policy and the development of workers struggles in Euzkodi from the
generol strike of December 11, 1974, to the general strike of September 11-12, 1975,

We are also publishing the text of the united general strike call jssuved on @ united-front
basis by all the reformist and revolutionary orgonizetions in the Basgue country. This coll
wos published in the September 10 issue of Combate, central organ of the LCR/ETA-VI,
which hos just become a fortnightly, despite the difficult underground conditions,

In addition, we are publishing the "open letter" sent by the LCR/ETA-YI 1o all the work=
ers organizations; it deals with the urgency of developing solidarity with Euzkadi through-
eut the territory of the Spanish state. Finally, we are publishing o resumé of Spanish
solidarity activities in Eurcpe.
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Question. Could you explain the meaning of the re-
cent decree-law "against terrorism" and the politicol
context in which it wos fssued?

Amwer, The most immediate reason for the passing of
this decree-low lies in the extroordinary political gen~
eral strike movement of June 11 in Euzkodi, the gen-
eral sirike against the state of exception that was im=
posed there. The regime, whose fundomental basis is
repression, opplied the most brutal repressive meosures
it could muster, and after two months they saw the re=
sultz 100,000 strikers ogainst the state of exception
during the month of June. This strike marked the fail-
ure of the stote of exception. 5o the dictatorship looked
for other measures. These repressive measures indicated
that the Froncoist dictotorship wos obandaning what
some peaple had called on "evalution" toward an "opan-
ing, " a political "recomposition."” More end more,

the regime's policy boils down to the utilization of the
repressive apparatus . MNonetheless, the internal contra=-
dictiors are multiplying, ond todoy they even offect
the army. For instonce, opposition to the Froncoist dic-
tatorship hos been publicly expressed omong the officer
corps. This oppesition is called the Militery Democratic
Union. It is difficult to soy how large this group is nu-
merically (probably it's o few hundred officers), but

it has o certain audience and s composed of prestigious
officers. These officers have taken palitical position
that fall within the bourgeois fromework, to be sure,
but this nevertheless reveals the contradictions that
axist within the army.

To these controdictions within the military hierarchy
has been added the development of ronk-and-Ffile or-
gonization omong the soldiers, especially in Euzkedi,
The emergence of the first soldiers committees is very
important.

If you consider that the military war council is expected
to hand down about a dozen death penalties during the
coming menth, you can see how important it is for the
dictatorship to make the army come forward as the pro-
tector of its power and as the guorontor of the oction

of the repressive forces. The regime is worried about
the controdictions that are beginning fo undermine it.
In the midst of the state of exception, General Coloma,
the army chief of staff, visited the Euzkodi barrocks
ond affirmed: "We stand behind you." He was trying
to boost the rather low morale of his troops.
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. INTERVIEW WITH
L. ACOMRADE OF THE
LCR/ ETA-VI

In addition to this sitvation in the army, you have fo
odd the fact that a sector of the bureaucracy brought
up by Froncoism hos taken on open position in fovor

of 6 process of institutionalization; obviously, they
waont thiz to take ploce within the framework of o strong
stote — but outside the dictoterial framework, which
doesn't allow the political forces of the bourgesisie to
function at all.

In this context, the dictotorship is seeking to use the
actiors of the FRAP and the ETA-V (the politico-mili-
tary foction) as a pretext to lounch o desperate offen-
sive against the mass movement. This offersive is ac=
companied by a press compoign against "terorism, "
the brutality ond viclence of which have not at all
ochieved the success the regime hod hoped for, and
that itself is an expression of the process of decompasi=-
tion of the dictaforship. There are many instonces of
resistance fo the most repressive aspects of the decrees,
There is an ultrarigid cemsomship which is throwing the
news system bock to the situation of the 1940s; the re-
sponse hos been large-scale nighttime listening to the
CP radio that broodcosts from Poris, The cemsorship
has alsa led to the widespread practice of circulating
information in the form of photocopied orticles from

Le Monde, and so on. A photocopied editoriol from

Le Figaro is comsidered o leaflet violating the articles,
decrees, and lows against terrorism. It is impossible for
lawyers to defend people occused of breaking these
laws, and the lawyers themselves can be occused of
callaboration with terrorism at any time . Finally, this
decree-low obviously has a well defined function in
repressing revolutionary militants and serves as o pre-
text for the harshest penalties.

These rapressive measures are being used on o mass
scale, The right of habeus corpus hos been suspended
and the legal limit for detention without trial has been
extended from three to ten doys. And ten doys of tor=
ture is o very long time . Political prisoners con no
longer communicate with their lowyers. Since August
28, lawyers for prisoners in the Basouri prison have
been unable to communicate with the prisoners; they
no longer receive the special permits needed to visit
the prisoners. You con see the violence of these de-
crees being opplied ot all levels, One example: a 12-
year-old child wos arrested by the Guardia Civil be~
couse he hod telephoned o newspaper in Saragossa say-
ing he wos going to plont a bomb. He wos occused of
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terrarism. Another example, at ancther level: In Pom-
plona in the Super-Ser factory on employer who is sup=-
pased to be o "progressive” threotened during o meet=-
ing of workers that onyone who spoke [n on assembly
or mobilized would be dencunced to the police as hav-
ing violated the decree-laws, But it should be stressad
that there hos been direct or concealed resistance 1o
these decrees at all lavels, This oppears In o distorted
way in the front-page articles published in the press.
Obviously, the most important thing that has to be
painted out is that even though the repressive arsenal
is being utilized ot full capacity, o protracted general
strike is developing in the Basgue country to save the
lives of Gormendia and Otaegui. That is the best ex-
pression of the dictatorship's inobility to roll bock the
mass movement,

Q. What is the relationship between the general strikes
in Euzkadi on August 28 ond 29 and the beginning of
September and the preceding strikes of Decembar 1974
and June 19757

A. We have to point out thet these three strike move-
ments — December, June, and August/September —
developed in Euzkodi, but their influence was felt
throughout the Spanish sfate, Tn an expanding way
ameng the political and workers vanguord, They ex-
pressed the fact that Euzkodi is the key link in the
Sponish situation os a whole. We have to toke account
of the uneven development of the struggle . Thot is the
point of departure, and the impartant thing is 1o grosp
this fact of life in order to tramsform the uneven aspect
into o combined aspect. In o certain semse, you con
say that the strikes in Euzkodi hove a decisive impor-
tance nationally, but are still limited geographically.
But the geographic limitotion must not moke us fall inte
a position that would stress only the unevBnness of these
developments; on the contary, we have to understand
the potential of what is now going on and the crucial
role the struggles in Euzkadi can have on o nationol
scole.,

Le:'s moke o comparison of the three strike movements.
Con December 11, the thing that was decisive about
the political general strike (which is a rarity in the
Eurapean workers movement) was that it demonstrated
that it wos actually possible to hold a general strike.

torship.

Better yet, it wos possible even against the will and
actions of the reformists of the Spanish Communist par=
ty, for the strike wos convoked by the workers commis-
sions, December 11 demalished the CP argument that

a general strike is an adventure, that conditions for

o general strike do not yer exist, that you have 1o
wait until the Junta Democrdtica is built before en-
goging insuch a movement. (The Junta Democrdtica,
Demeeratic Council, is the bloc of bourgeois and wark-
ers parties established lost year under the oegis of the
CP = INPRECDOR.) December marked the break with
this type of argument .

June 11 represented moss defiance of the state of ex-
ception. It was the proof that it was possible to respond
throughout the whole Sponish stote, even against the
toughest measures of the dictatorship.,

The meaning of August 28 can be summed up in three
points: First, |t wos o protracted political general
strike, the first in the postwar history of the Sponish
workers movement. |t didn't happen by accident, |t
waos the result of long preparation, Ever since June 12
the vonguord had been working in the neighborhoods
and foctories to prepare this strike to save the lives
of Gomendio ond Otoegui. The second characteristic
is that it was initiated by o very brood palitical front
of revelutionery and reformist orgenizations. The third
chorocteristic is that it developed in o general situa-
tion in which the dictatorship was using all its repres-
sive force without managing fo break the movement;
that s, the sirike occurs on the threshold of the fall
of the dictatorship.

Q. Whe b are the main features that shoped the strike
movement?

A. Firstof all, | should point out that if there was
an unevenness in the development of the struggles an
a national scale, there was also an unevenness omong
the provinces of Euzkadi. The highest level of strug-
gle wos reachad in Vizeaya (Biscay) and Guiptzcoa.
The First characteristic was the very large number of
strikers, There were about 130,000 on August 28 ond
29, about 40, 000-100, 000 on September 1 and 2 and
again on September 11 and 12. The second chorocter-
istic, and the most importent one at battom, is the or-



ganization of the movement and the confidence of the
masses in the vanguerd, This relationship of confidence
between the pelitical vanguord and the moss movement
is most developed in Guipizcoa, That is where the
prestige of the revolutionary organizations is greatest,
as was already demonstrated in December and June.
The vanguard had ployed a decisive role in the devel-
opment of these strikes and the relationship of forces
in this region between the vanguard and the traditional
parties shifted in favor of the vainguard, This relation-
ship of confidence between the political vanguard and
the moss movement wos reflected in the fact that the
call for the gereral strike jsued by the gereral strike
committee of Euzkadi was broadly followed. The gen-
eral sirike commitiee called for the strike September 3
and raised the slogan for the September 11 ond 12
strikes, asking the workers to go bock to work between
September 3 and September 11, The workers responded
very cleorly, returned to work on September 4 becawse
the strike committee told them to. And when they re-
turned to work on September 4, they knew that they
would go into struggle again on September 11,

The third charocteristic, just as imporfant, was the
development of farms of self-organization. For in-
stance, the general sirike wos called by o sirike com-
mittee that ook the form of a united front of workers
organizatiors. This time, it was not the worken com-
missions that played such an important role, but the
united front. MNext, we have to stress that wherever
there were divisions (becouse of the existence of work=
ers commissions influenced by various orgonizations),
there wos o tendency to overcome this division en the
zonal or factory scale through the construction of ade-
quate coordinating bodies. At Naval, for exomple,
the big Factory in Bilbao (@ city of 500,000) — where
there are CP workers commissions as well as workers
commissions influenced by the for left and by the
UGT (Union General de Trabajadores — General Union
of Workers) and where inaddition there is a division
between femporary and permanent workers — a unifed
committee to develop the movement was formed in
order to overcome these divisions. In Valle del Urola
this unity was established in the form of interfactory
committees. In the Renterfo zone (about 100,000 in-
habitonts, the city itself has 30, 000) the unification
took ploce through the establishment of assemblies of
"|uchodores” (worker militents), In Guiplizcoa there
were many "mountain” commitiees (the nome derives
from the fact that the meetings were held on the hill-
sides), In Guipdzcon there is something of o tradition
of struggle agoinst the dictatorship, which took the
form of political “excursions. " These "mountain" oi-
semblies emerged os organs to direct the strike, and
the strike committes acted as a sort of executive.

In Vizcaya, where the vanguard is weaker ond the

CP and the PSOE (Partido Socialista Obrero Espaiiol
— Spanish Socialist Workers party, the Social Democ-~
racy) are relatively stronger, zonol strike committees
emerged to unify the movement. We should stress the
absence of ronk-ond-file assamblies in the factories
in Guiptzcon. This explains the secondery role of the

warkers commissions in this strike, despite the foct
that the level of mobilization in this region wos ex-
trame ly high; there were no assemblies in the foctories,
and the ergonization of the struggle tock place through
ather channels. |n MNavarra, an the other hand, there
were more movements at the foctory level even though
the overall level of strupgle was lower; this wos an ex-
pression of the more syndicalist-type education that
has been conducted in this region by the centrist ORT
{Crganizacidn Revolucionario de los Trobajodores —
Revalutionary Workers Organization). In spite of all
the differences, however, it is importont to note that
there was o general tendency to try to develop unify-
ing instruments associating the maximum number of
workers in order to roise the struggle to o very high
level. Finally, we should stress the politicization and
the extrame combativity. That was expressed in many
different ways. | will show you how this was shown in
relation to self-defense,

At the Bobeok foctory in Vizcaya (4, 500 workers), the
workers met in an ossembly, and when they tried to
leave they noticed that the plant was being watched
by the special police. They then took the benches in
the locker rooms, armed themselves with gasoline cans
and vorious other instruments, ond left the factory,
shouting "Charge!"” The cops had to disperse ond could
arrest only a few workers who were at the rear of the
contingent, At Lequeitio in Vizcaya province 1,500
people in o town of 6,000 demonstrated in front of the
barracks of the Guardia Civil, who hid inside aond
pointed their guns ot the demorstrators, but remoined
behind the windows. That is en indication of the level
of combotivity of the masses.,

In Algerta in Vizeaya there were five or six demon-
strations of more than 1,000 pecple. The antirepres-
sion committee includes 300 people on o permanent
basis. Actions were undertaken and prisonen were re-
leased after having been seized by the BPS (the Polit-
ical Social Brigade, one of the divisions of the polit-
ical police). Finally, and this is essential for the fu-
ture, the Renterfo strike committee set up o parmaonent
self-defense committes that will prepare demomstrations,
assure their defense, ond 50 on,

G . Could you explain the reasons for the uneven de-
velopment and the problems thet this con pose?

A. On the scale of the whole territory of the Spanish
state, the uneven development must be understood on
the one hand on the basis of the historical differences
in the training of the working class, the differences

in the tradition, and so on, and, on the other hond,
on the basis of the forty years of Francoist dictatorship.
Hence, uneven development, which was olready o
charocteristic of the pariod of the rise of the Spanish
revolution, continues to be a characteristic today. The
essentiol problem in breaking through this uneven de-
velopment fs to initiate mass solidarity with Euzkadi,
The forms of solidarity con be different.



Obviously, Borcelona comstitutes the key point if this
solidarity is to have an impact in mobilizing the heavy
battalions of the working class. The CP has an espe-
cially great responsibility for the limited development
of moss solidarity. But, without being too self-congrat-
ulatory, we must say that with the exception of the
LCR/ETA-VI nearly all the organizations of the so-
called revelutionary left have failed to develop soli-
darity work to the level that is reguired by the polit-
ical conjuncture. The problem of uneven development
is tragic on two levels: In Euzkedi the mass movement
may quickly begin fo feel isoloted and could then stort
to hesitate . At onother level, that of the political van=
guard, o feeling of powerlessness could orise In foce

of the inobility to develop solidarity. Finally, this
problem of uneven development hos to be considered

in relation to the conjuncturally difficult general sina-
tion. In o number of regions the very high rate of un=
employment is strengthening the impoct of the repres-
sion by the employers. The workens are ofroid of losing
their jobs. The decree=low increoses the risks of soli-
darity action. And finally, the lock of information,
which hos nat been counterbalanced by a systematic
effort an the pert of the revolutionsry organizations,
diminishes owareness of the level of struggle that has
been ottoined in the Basque country ond of the great
defeat thaot this struggle olreody represents for the dic-
tatorship. Mevertheless, we have to stress that there
has been progress in solidarity over the past severs|
months, and even between August 28 and September
11-12. For instance, in vorious cities there hove been
vanguord demonstrations of between 100 and 1, 000
people. Propagande end ogitation is going on, despite
the weaknesses. Today, in eddition to solidarity with
Gaormendia and Otaegul, we need solidarity with the
FRAP militants the dictatorship wants to murder, hoping
that there will be o weaker response than thers was
during the trial of Garmendia and Ctoegui, It is essen-
tiol that we take up solidarity with these comrodes,
regardless of the political criticisms we may make of
the initiotives token by the FRAP. This movement
ogainst the death penalties will be combined with the
movements around the renewing of labor contracts,
which is going to start in October end end In Januory.,
The situation is thus extremely fovorable to moking a
breakthrough in the movement throughout the ferritory
of the Spanish state,

To end with, | would like to add that the level attained
by the movement in Euzkadi must be understoad on the
basis of the long pericd of preparation that wos system-
otically carried on beginning last Jure. There hos been
no similar preparation in the rest of the Sponish state,
and you have to take this into account in judging the
situation.

Q. Could you trace out what has been the policy of
the Sparnish CP?

A. Firstof all, | want to Insist on the foct that the
CP, because of its position and influence, could have
ployed o key role in the development of solidarity.

Carrillo

Second, thers i a difference batween the CP's general
pasition and its proctice during the latest mobilizations
in Euzkadi. The CP is weaker in these pravinces; it
doesn't contral the movement; the relationship of forces
with the far left is different; ond because of all this,
the CP's tactical odoptation Is undentondable .

The CP signed the Septerber 11-12 ganeral strike ap-
peal and it pushed for the mobilization. On August 28
and 29, on the other hand, it tried to slow the move=
ment down by systematically supporting the mast right-
wing positions in the Euzkadi general strike committes .
But the most imporfant thing is that in spite of Its big
statemenh on the radio elsewhere, within the Sponish
state the CP did nothing to develop solidariry, |t did
nothing to centralize the movement on the scale of the
whole state; the only thing the CP tried to do was 1o
grab hold of the tiger in the Basque country so os 1o

be in a good position in case the movement reolly took
off. Also, the CP took positions that ean only be caolled
scandalous; these positions weme directed more to the
bourgeais right than to the workers movement. For in-
stance, the CP declored that terrorism connot be com=
batted with the methods of the dictatorship, which
means implicitly that there are better ways to fight ter=
rorism, or, for instance, stotements like "We are all
resporsible for what is geing on in the country, "

Beyond these considerations, perhaps the most impar-
tant paint is that neither the Junta Democrédtica nor
the Convergencia Democrdtica (a similar bedy estab-
lished under the oegis of the Social Democracy — |M-
PRECOR) played any role in Euzkadi. The level of the
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mass movement exposed the inodequocy of these types
of inttruments and the CP had to opt for the road of
united-front participation in the strike committees.

1t was in Barcelona that the CP's respansibility weas
greatest, |t did nothing. This cannot go on without
raising problems within the CP. There ore already some
i zcoq_there was o smoll split. A ten-
Ihu of the rightist line
iy, In Barcelona,
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Once again | must stress the
role of the mass movement. j
foct that the call for the Septe ~12 general

strike wos fssued by oll the political worken organiza-
tions and that it was not blocked by any woit-and-see

attitude which would hove made the calling of the
general strike dependent on the result of the legal ap-
peal, This call and the response it received indicated
@ hitherte unatioined offensive copacity in Euzkedi.
The mass movement has loken the form of @ protracted
strike — with o complex and uneven development both
in Euzkadi and in the Spanish state as o whole — nm:l
this shows that the overthrow of the d
the ogenda, tfl'lwm e
Eu:kadi can :
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“in Spain, D#ﬂ; Agony of Froncoism, "
declamii nited Secretariat of the Fourth In-
terng : IPRECCR, No.29, Jure 19, 1975 —

is situation, the importance of interna-
darity has to be stressed ogain and egain.
at the time of the first Burgos frials, the in=
national workers ond revolutionary movement wos
ble to save the lives of Izko and his commades. The
mobilizations that have to be developed today fo save
Garmendio and O taeguil ond the comrades of the FRAP
who have been condemned to death will prepare the
way for the even brooder mobilizations that will have
to be developed in solidarity with the Sponish revolu-
tion in the not so for future.



EUZKADI GENERAL STRIKE CALL

The following is the text of the coll for the September 11-12 ganeral strike issued by
the Euzkadi Strike Committee, which is composed of the organizations listed below.

The political parties and moss orgonizations of Evzkadi:
Workers Commissions of Euzkadi, Union General de
Trobajadores, Socialist Central Committee of Euzkodi
(PSOE), Matioral Committes of Euzkadi (ORT), Young
Socialists, Liga Comunista, LCR/ETA-VI, Movimiento
Comunista de Espofa (MCE — Communist Movement of
Spain), Corlist party, Communist party of Euzkadi,
Organization of the Communist Left of Spain-Unifico-
cidn Comunista {Communist Unification), come together
today ond, ofter examining the present political situa-
tion, arrived at the following conclusions:

Garmendia and Otaegui have bean condemned o death.
The formidoble resporse of the people of Euzkadi, and
especiolly of the people of Guiplizcon ond Vizcoya,

a response that wos raised despite the difficult condi=-
tions of the Francoist terror, must grow still lorger and
spread still further in order to succeed insaving them
from execution.

Given the convoking of the next Military Council of
Ministers (the very body that promulgated the so-called
antiterrorist decree), which will decide to murder our
two comrades and which hos unleashed a brutal repres-
sion against the struggle of the Basque pecple, going
so far a5 to murder Comrode Jesus Garcio Ripalde, and
which intends to press on with @ long series of trials

in which the death penalty hos been requested, the
ossembled organizations comsidered it opportune and
necessary to lounch, on September 11 and 12, o gen-
eral strike throughout Euzkadi that will bleck the

Francoist government's intention fo crush the combat-
ivity of cur people.,

To call on all the political orgonizations, moss organi=-
zaltions, unitary ond democratic orgonizations, the
working clas and the people of the rest of the Sponish
state o extend their octive support, especially on Sep-
tember 11 and 12, so that we may win victory in this
difficult battle to which we are committed,

For their port, the assembled organizations pledge them-
selves to redouble their efforts, to strengthen their

unity on the basis of the aspirations For liberty and jus-
tice that are so dear to the Bosgue people, to success-
Fully wage this difficult struggle against the challenge
that hos been thrown down by the government of mur-
derers.

To coll on the workers, students, peosants, fishermen,
the liberal professions to the general strike on Septem-
ber 11 and 12,

EVERYONE IN STRUGGLE! EUZKAD] UNITED, ON
OLUR FEETI

ORGANIZE THE BIGGEST AND MOST EXEMPLARY
GENMNERAL STRIKE IN EUZKADII

EUZKADI, STAND UP FOR GARMEMNDIA AND
OTAEGUI!

September 5, 1975

OPEN LETTERTO ALL
WORKERS PARTIES

Fallowing is the text of the Open Letter sent by the LCR=ETA=Y| to all the workers

parties,

To the leaderships of all workers parties,
Comrodes,

The current palitical situation, the attock capital is
preporing againgt the living standards and right to strike
of the working class, the brutal hardening of the Fran-
coist repression (the "decree-low ogainst terrorism, "
the many death penalties demanded) and, ohove all,
the evenh.that hove been unfolding in Euzkodi during
the past week all require urgent and concerted action
by all the workers parties throughout the state,

For seven days the whole working closs and people of
Euzkedi — especially in Guipizeoa and Vizeays —
have thrown themselves inte an open struggle to save
the lives of Gomendia and Otoegui from the Fronco-
ist grip. The consequences that this new general strike
— the broodest ond most radical in the histary of the
workers movement under Francoism — can have an the
development of the class struggle throughout the Span-
ish state are very clear:

*First — and this hos been expressed by nearly all the
waorkers parties in the Euzkadi Strike Committes — this
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fight is not simply a struggle fo sove the lives of thess
two revolutionary nationalist militants. Not only with-
in the vanguard, but also on @ moss scale, it hos be-
come obvious that the confrontation must be centrally
directed against the dictatarship that wonts to murder
these comrades. This consciousness of the necessity of
getting rid of Francoism once and for all is also at the
center of the ospirations of the working class and all
the oppressed people.

*Second, in foce of the test of strength imposed on the
mass movement by Froncoism's new turn of repressive
insanity, the combativity that hos been materially ex-
pressed in Euzkodi and the salidarity it con awaken
throughout the rest of the state urgently and immedi-
ately place on the agenda the need for a general strike
throughout the territory of the Spanish siofe, o strike
that would be capable of halting the repressive attacks
ond lounching o mess offensive for the overthrow of
the dictatorship. The call of the Euzkadi Strike Com-
mittee for o new general strike on September 11 and
12 and the necessity of solidarity throughout the Span-
ish stote on those days of strike (solidarity that con be
tramsformed into the broodest possible united struggle,
into a general strike wherever possible — and wa must
try to do this) are only the most immediate manifesta-
fions of the possibility ond necessity of o coordinoted
general sirike throughout the Sponish state,

*Third, we must toke note of the close relations among
the various united organizotions. that have emerged

and their direct influence on the mobilizations now
gaing on. Regordless of the palitical differences, the
workers parties ond orgonizations, the workers commis=
sions, the factory committees, the neighborhood bodies
and the bodies of teachers, and the committees against
repression have organized in @ united menner into strike
committees whose structures extend from the Euzkodi
Strike Committee to the strike committess of each zone
ond village. There it a coordination ond deepened re=
lationship among them all .,

We think that it is now important to integrate all these
committees of delegotes directly elected by ossemblies,
os has begun to be dane in some zones of Guipdzcoao.
But above all we think it is important to note that the
working class and people of Euzkodi have for the First
time come together with a fotal and arganic unity of
the warkers parties in order to press for united oction;
this fact was decisive in the breodth of the mobiliza-
tion.

It is urgent to moke this exomple known in every cor=
ner of the country. And in particular, it is urgent to
succeed in forging o unifed framework of this type
throughout the entire state in order to promote solidor-
ity with Euzkadi, to prepore ond ctordinate the gen-
eral strike, and to direct the Fight of the mosses ogainst
the dictatorship.

The struggle ogainst repression does not stop with the
battle to save the lives of Garmendio and Otoegui.
The dictatorship intends to murder several militant of

the FRAP, os well as Pérez Beotegui, Evo Forest, ond
Antonio Durdn, The “"antiterrorist" law is o grove threat
to all workers organizations — including those that are
explicitly mentioned in the decree — and to the whole
working class, all the oppressed people, and all those
who are fighting to put on end to the Froncoist dicto-
torship.

The present hardening of the repressive lows indicotes
the regime's and its government's total renunciotion of
goverring the country through ony other method then
open repression. That is why, in the present circum=
stances, the struggle against Francoist repression tokes
on @ permanent character and becomes one of the ma-
jor axes of the fight against the murderous dictaforship.

We know that there are deep differences omong the
worken orgonizations obout the meom by which fo gef
rid of Froncoism, and, more concretely, about the role
ployed by alliaaces with sectors of the bourgesisie in
this endeavor. These divisions offect aven those orgoni-
zations-that have put such alliances into proctice. We
think that this is not o good road. We believe that the
dictatorship will fall only under the blows of the direct
action of the mass movement, blows like the ones now
being dealt fo the dictatorship by the working closs

ond people of Euzkadi. We are absolutely convinced
that these allionces can only impede this direct action
of the mosses ond place the proletariat in the troin of
the bourgeoisie. That is why we fight for the breakup
of all sceords with the bourgesisie, for the exit of the
workers organizations from the Junte Democrdtica and
the Convergencio Democrdtica and from all other in-
terclassist bodies, and for & line of closs independence.,

We will continue to struggle for all these objectives.
But in the present circumstances, we do not think that
the breokup of these allionces s a precondition for ar-
riving at united action among all the workers parties.
In spite of all the political differences, we believe
thet united action among us is absolutely indispenable.
We think that today the United Front of all the wark-
ers porties ogoinst the repression and the united action
of the United Front through the workers commissions
and the organizations of solidarity and the antirepres-
sion orgonizations con ond must become a reclity. We
are in fovor of supporting any form of resistance to the
“antiterrorist” low and the death sentences. But to halt
the current repressive offendive of Froncoism ond to
bring Francoism down requires above all @ united and
eoordinated mobilization throughout the whole state,
Every area must follow the example that is being set
by Euzkadi today, with the whole working closs and
the oppressed people, Without neglecting other forms
of struggle, it is the united moss mobilization that is
the essential way to halt the Francoist repression. The
success of this type of mobilization requires the united
action of all the workers parties, whatever their cur-
rent political differences.

Thus, the struggle against repression must occupy first
ploce in the united activity of the workers parties. Bur
that Is not all. The aenarchy of the copitalist economy



has engendered o deep crisis. The copitolists are now
trying to make the werking class pay for the conse-
quences of this crisis. For that the capitalists have pre-
pored @ basic attack on the workers. The generaliza-
tion of unemployment and layoffs and the attacks on
the workers living stendards are the two fundamental
manifestations of this offensive. It has on overoll char-
acter; it is generalized throughout the state and af-
fects oll the workers.

Throughout the outumn and winter the workers will
mount strong resistance fo this capitalist aggression.
But it will be impossible to defeat that aggression if
the resistance is disorganized ond isolated in eoch
factory and each zone. More than ever before, the
necessity of o united mobilization ogoinst unemploy-
ment and the deterioration of the living standards of
the workers is the precondition for an effective strug=
gle. In this sphere also, the united oction of the work-
ers porties js urgent ond indispensable. Only such ac-
tion will be copable of assuring o sufficient coordina-
tion of the moss movement. |t alone is copable of
forging o united framework for the struggles.

By their nature and composition, neither the Junta nor
the Convergencia are capable of providing this united

framework for the struggles, The very programs of these
organizations offer nothing in this respect,

We are aware of the foct that it is not possible to re-
olize and stabilize on Anticapitalist United Front be-
fore the workers parties have broken their agreements
and pacts with the bourgesisie. But we think that this
does not mean that it is not possible ond necessary 1o
arrive ot @ united ogreement among them for the strug=

gle against unemployment end for the improvement of
the living standards of the workers. We believe that
such on agreement is possible and that it is even indis-
persoble to @ssure the united maobilization of the work-
ing class,

The preporation and stimulation of @ gereral strike
throughout the territory of the state as the backbone

of these objectives token together appears today os the
central task of all the workers parties, Carrying out
this task requires the united agreement and action of
all the workers parties, regardless of the existing polit-
ical differences.

In the present politicol situation in our country, this
general strike, pushed forward in o united menner, can
in foct be fronsformed inte a definitive offensive of
the mass movement to put on end fo the Francoist dic-
tatorship. That is why just os it is on absolute priority
to orgonize ond stobilize a united committee of all the
workers parties throughout the territory of the state,

it i also indispensable o give this accord a concrete
form in each province, zone, ond workers center, fal-
lowing the example being set by the strike commitiees
in Euzkadi today,

We therefore propase the immediate calling of a meet-
ing of all the workers parties throughout the stote fo
decide on the concrete farms of our united activity,
Attached is an initiol proposal for o dete and place,

Communist Greetings,
United Political Bureau of the LCR/ETA=VI

September 5, 1975
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INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY ACTIONS




Since the announcement of the opening of the Burgos
War Council ageinst Otoegui ond Garmendia, and in
spite of the unfovoroble date (at the end of August,
when the workers are still on vocation), the European
workers and revolutionory mavement has mobilized to
respond in the most massive possible way to prevent
the condemnation and execution of the Bosque nation-
alist militants by the Francoist hangmen.

In Britoin, many leading trode unionists and Labour
party members protested to the Spanish authorities when
the death sentences were announced. COn the initiative
of some leaders of major unions { transport workers, min-
ers, metolworkers) o petition wos widely circuloted
demonding the immediote suspension of the sentences.

On September 10 nineteen revolutionary militants oc-
cupied the offices of Iberian airlines in Lopdon. They
were all arrested for trespassing! There were demon-
strotions of 500-500 people in London on August 23,
Avugust 30, and September 13 (organized by the reva-
lutionary left and the Spain Committee). A permanent
picket line wos organized in front of the Spanish em-
bassy by the Committee Against the Death Penalty in
Spain, o front thot includes the FRAP, the LCR/ETA-VI,
and the Spanish CP.

In Holland there were demonstrations in Amsterdom on
August 29 and September 1 (300 people); they were
colled by the Spanish CP and other organizations based
omong the Spanish immigrants ond were supporfed by
the Dutch left ond for left. There wos also o demon-
stration in Eindhoven on September 13. Militants of
the Spanish CP went on hunger strike in front of the
embassy when the death sentences were announced.

In Utrecht the Spanish House, a socioculturol center
finonced by the Froncoist government, was occupied
for several days by @ number of revolutionary groups.
Other actions have been planned for coming days.

In Sweden there were several solidarity demonstrotions
and actions in Steckholm and Goteborg. A united dem-
onstration (CP and the revolutionary left) in Guteborg
drew more than 500 people on September 3. There were
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six demomstrotions in front of the Sponish embassy in
Stockholm between September 4 and 9, eoch drawing
several hundred peaple . Sponish immigronts went on
hunger strike for several days in front of the embossy.

In Denmork @ united demonstration was organized on
September 11 in selidarity with the Chilean workers
ond Spanith political prisoners. The demonstration,
which drew &, 000 people, morched from the Spanish
ambassy to the Chilean consulate, In addition, mili-
tants of the Spanish CP and the ETA-V went on hunger
strike in front of the Spanish embassy.

I Switzerland there were two demonstrations in Geneva
and Zurich on August 28 and 29, each drawing 2,000
people. On August 30 severnl hundred people marched
in Lawsanne ond Bern. On August 31, a Sunday,
churches were occupied in Bienne and Zurich. There
was a demorstration in Basel and a second united dem-
onstration (far left, SP, and CP} in Zurich. On 5![-:&-
tember 5 and & meetings and united demonsfrations
were held in Geneva at the call of o committee that
includes reformists and revolutionaries. There were
alse mobilizations in Tessin and Argovie; the cothedml
in Basel wos occupied by militants of the Ligue Mar-
xiste Révolutionnaire. On September 19, after the an=
nouncement of the five death sentences agaoinst the
FRAP militants, the Sponish comulate in Bern wos oc=
cupied by anti=-Franceist militants.

In France the mobilizotion grew throughout the week
after the announcement of the death seniences against
Germendia and Cieegui.

Cin August 28 there was @ united demonstration of
2,000 in Bayonne. In Avignon the Genevo-Borcelona
express train was covered with enti=Froncoist slogons.
On August 30 there were two demonstrotions in Porls,
one of 2,000 colled by the French CP and one of 3, 000
called by the Eva Forest Committee, supported by the
Ligue Communiste Révalutionnaire, the Parti Socialiste
Unifié, Révolution, the LCR/ETA=VI, the PSOE, the
MCE,; and others. On September 1 abou! 150 militants
occupled the fowers of Notre Dome cathedral, rang
the bells, distributed leaflens, and draped sigrs and
red banners over the church. Thot night there was o
new demonstration of &, 000 people colled by the Eva
Forest Committee and the for left, United initiatives
were orgonized throughout Fronce, especially in the
regions of Toulouse ond Bayonne . A new demonstration
took ploce September 3 in Poris; it drew 10,000 peo-
ple, called by revolutionaries. The mobilization is
continuing.

In the rest of Evrope, in Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Rome,
Milan, there were many demonstrations and solidarity
actions.

Since five new deoth sentences have just been handed
down ogainst militants of the FRAP, it is more than
ever necessary to develop the broodest and most united
solidarity with the workers ond revolutionaries of Spain
and the Basque country.



portugal

> governt of order

by C. MICHALOUX & A.UDRY

The sixth provisional government was formed on Sep-
tembar 19, |t took nearly three weeks to get out of

the government crisis ond establish on arrangement
whese fragility escopes no one, The composition of the
government expresses 1is plans rather well: four minis-
ters of the Secialist party, two ministers of the Portido
Papular Democrdtice (PPD=Popular Democmtic partyl,
one minister of the Communist party, to which hove
been added some representatives of the so~called group
of nine, which already holds a mejority in the Council
of the Revolution.

Pinheiro de Azevedo, the new prime minister, ond
Costa Gomes, the president, at least have the meril

of not hiding their infentions. In his presentotion of

the political platform of the government, the prime
minister declared: "(What is needed it) o strong and
firm democrotic authority, for peoce, order, tranguil-
ity, and respect for liberty." Politically, he stressed
"the drawing up of severely repressive legislation
agaimnst the civilion armed groups (which meons: ogoinst
the embryonic workers militias), a halt to abusive
purges {which means: purges stimulated by the mass
movement), and o return to bolenced functioning of

the eourts. " Economically, he announced o “pause:

the closure of the phase of nationalizations and the re-
animation of the private sector, " a5 well o3 "the strength-
ening of economic relations with all countries, espe-
cially with the EFTA (European Free Trade Association)
and the EEC {European Economic Community, the Com-
mon Market), "

During his presentation of the government on September
19, Costa Gomes declared: "Our society is not yet
adopted fo o new style of life in liberty....Authority,
social stabilization, refloating of the economy, peoce,
security, order, and liberty are the desires of the Por-
tuguese people.” (Diorio de Moticios, September 20.)

Pinheiro de Azevedo, following the president, indicat-
ed the keystone of this stobilization: " The cobesion of
the MFA (Armed Forces Movement] and the discipline
of the armed forces are the basic foctors that will de-
termine the success or failure of the revolution."

Such s the outcome on the level of the government
and the stote opparatus of the process unleashed by
the offensive of the Socialist porty — which created
propitious ground for the reactiviation of the PPD —
and the officers who signed the Melo Antunes docu-
ment. (See INPRECOR, Mo, 33, September 11, 1975.)
Moare thon one formulo hos been directly drawn from
the document of the SP secretariat colled "Conquer
the Crisis, Save the Revolution" and from the docu-
ment of the nine, formulas about the authority of the
state, discipline in the ormy, and the dissalution of
the workers ond people's militias. Thus, this govern=
ment makes no mystery of its plans: The point is to re-
store the authority of civilion and military bourgeais
institutions ond thus to puth bock the moss movement
by attacking its democrotic rank=ond=file organs (the
workers commissions, tenants commissians, and popular
assemblies), os well os the noscent committees of self-
organizotion of the soldiers (SLV=Soldiers United
Will Win).

Spectrum of support

It is thus ne accident that e broed range of national
and international forces are offering more or less com-
plete support to this project. The reasons impelling
these vorious forces fo do so differ. For the Social
Democracy it is o question of stabilizing @ bourgeois
parliamentary democrocy. Thus, Swedish Prime Minis=
ter Olaf Palme affirmed in an interview with Jornal
Movo: "For the selution to your enormous political
prablems it is indispersable to reestoblish the author-
ity of the state os represented by o govemment of na-
tional unity.. ..l think that Portugal is o problem of
fundamental impartance for all Europe. It is absolutely
necesstry for Portugal to prove that it is possible to
move from fascism and colonialism to conditions of o
stable democratic state.” (September 15,)

As for the Spanish falange, Arribe, its official daily,
did not hesitate to write in an editoriol: "Portugal's
democratic chance is ot hand if the longuage of the
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ballot box — which gave a majority to the socialists
(the SP and the PPD) — is reflected in the constitution
of the government."” (September 18.)

The critical support of the CDS (Partido do Centro
Social—Social Democratic Center) to the sixth govern=
ment responds to Arriba's concern and indicates that
the CDS sees this government os a first barrier against
the tide of the moss movement, a barrier that wuk

be tter enable it to crush tthe whole organized workers
mavement in bleod, including the SP.

The rump MFA assembly of Seprember 5 and the massive
demamstration of the SLV In Porto September 10
{20,000 pecple, omong them 1,500 soldiers) express,
each in its own woy, the deep crisis that offlicts all
sections of the Portuguese army.

The MFA, torn at the seams, is manifesting its inability
to hemogenize and draw together the whole armed
forces, After initially being driven bock, the tradi-
tional hierarchy in the military is now toking odven-
rage of ifs positions of strength to launch @ new offen-
cive. The Melo Antuneses, ofter receiving o boost,

are now seeing that the support their document received
is o cover for the desires of the hierarchy, which, in
addition, does not hesitate to give underhonded sup-
port o the paramilitary activities of the foscists,

Both the beginning of an open attack by the military
hierarchy and the comscious break of o section of the
soldiers with the MFA's framewark of unenimity herald
tuture confrontations and divisions within the army,
where the banner of the MFA will be up for grobs in @
clique struggle that will prefigure the official breakup
of the MFA.

Necessity and possibility of unity

"The activity of the members of the Portuguese Commu-
nist party in the sixth government will be especially
complex, " noted an editorial in the September 18
Avante, weekly of the CP, "As in the previous gov=
ernments, especially the first one, which wos tightly
controlled by Spinola, the members of the CP will have
to wage o difficult battle against the predominant ten-
dencies, specifically against a proctice that tends to
reabsorb the (evolutionary process into a Sociol Demo=
eratic proctice.”

For the CP, the failure of ifs investments in the MFA
and the siote opparatys hos to be seen in relation bath
to o (geographically limited) development of the mass
movement toward self-orgonization and to the offensive
of the social and political forces trying to restore the
authority of bourgeois institutions and push back the
rise of the workers. That is where the basic reason for
the CP's oscillations during the month of June lies.

Today these oscillations ore concretized in a position
of semi-oppesition to and semi-participation in the
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government, For instance, in @ communiqué published
at the time of the formation of the sixth government,
the CP central committee affirmed that "the CP hos
given its party members authorization to paorticipate os
ministers and state secretaries, although not as official
representatives of the CP." (Diario de Noticias, Sep-
tember 20.) Witheut doing so officially (1), the CP
hopes to offer evidence of ifs desire for conciliation
and above all o maintain its positions within the

stote apparatus,

Nevertheless, the pressure the CP is feeling even with-
in its own ronks olso compels it to toke some distance
from the government ond to make o show of opposition,
which includes perticipating in mess mobilizations and
even giving an impetus to them.

In the Alentejo, for example, the CP, responding to
the maturation of the combativity of the egricultural
workers, stimulated the organization of o general
strike (September 14) for the defense of the gains of
the agrarian reform and to promate ifs extersion.

The CP even hos to toke account of the weight of the
workers commissions, tenants commissiors, and popular
assemblies and of the dynamic of the movement of sol-
diers ond the oudience of the revolutionary organiza=-
tions. At the very moment when he was explaining the
CP' participation in the government, for exomple,
Cunhal wos forced to assert: "We are sincerely interested
in strangthening the links and forms of unity of action
with the parties ond groups of the left ariented toward
revalutionary action (that is, the organizations of the
FUR, Front of Revolutionary Unity: the FSP, LCI,
LUAR, MES, and PRP-BR*). We are sincerely interested
in promoting, strengthening, ond supporting united
rank-and-file bodies like the -orkers commissions,
tenants commissions, vigilonce committees, and popu=
lar cssemblies, the richest forms of mass organization,
whose role in the revolutionary process in increasing
day by day os the expression of the unity of the work-
ing class and populor masses. " (Speech by Cunhal ot
the Campe Pequenc meeting in Lisbon, reproduced in
Avante September 18.)

Hence, the CP, walking o tightrope, will continue

to negotiate a turn, which will heighten the contra-
dictions in its own ranks and sonsequently increase

the effective possibilities for revelutionaries to success-
fully apply o united-front toctic.

The SP is not completely free of problens either. The
obvious organization of the fascist offensive and the

* FSP: Frente Socialiste Popular—Popular Socialist
Front. LCl: Lige Camunista Internacionalista—inter-
nationalist Communist League, sympathizing organi=
zotion of the Fourth Infernutional . LUAR: Liga de
Uniflo e Acgdio Revoluciondrio—League of Revolution-
ary Unity and Action. MES: Movimento Esquerda 5o-
cialista—Left Socialist Movement, PRP-BP: Portido
Revoluciondrio do Proletariodo-Brigodas Revolucio-
nérias—Revolutionary party of the Proletariat-Revolu~
tienary Brigades,



reactivation of the right, developments that were lurk-
ing behind Scares's anticommunist demagogy, are now
provoking disquiet among leadership circles of the party
and resistance, ond even limited fissures, omong the
rank and file.

For the first time since April-May 1975, the question
of unity is beginning o be posed, even among the
ranks of the 5P. It is important to note thot the secre-
tariat of the demenstration for Garmendia ond Ctoegui
colled in Lisbon by the 5P and the Young Socialists
for September 18 (the tame doy os the demonstrotion
of the workers ond tenonts commissions in the industrial
balt) canceled this demonstration in erder not to
"break up unity." Concurrently, the secretariat of the
demonstration of the workers commissions declored it-
self prepared to support the mobilization of solidarity
with the struggle of the Spanish workers against the
Francoist dictatorship. For its part, the Sociolist youth
propased that all erganizations join in o united com-
paign for the release of the prisoners in Spoin.

Once again, this modificotion in the attitude of the
reformist organizotions, still limited of course, sharply
underlines the possibility ond necessity of unity in ac=
then,

The coming test

The relationship of forces between the closses is for
from ossuring the government project any real chance
of success. The economic and social crisis is continuing
te fuel the movement for workers demands. The metal-
workers, for instance, have onnounced a general
strike to demand that contracts be respected, In many
sectors there is a proliferation of cssemblies of workers
to discuss various demonds and to demand on exten-
sion of the measures of nationolization, economic re-
conversion, and o on.

This prefigures the possibility of a rise of the workers
this autumn eentered eround demands for the generali-
zation of workers control and socialist planning. Con-
currently, o tendency toward the unification of the
organs of rank-and-file workers democracy is taking
shape on @ local and regional scale. OF course, these
processes are often marked by the divisions introduced
by the reformists ond the Maoist currents (the UDP and
the MRPP*), which are seeking to moke instruments

of the workers and tenant commissions, Nevertheless,
the extersion and centralization of these orgors is in-
creasingly on the agenda. This dynamid will be rcpable
of being acceleroted o the extent that revalutionaries
coordinate their efforts in the twofold direction of @
unification and a centralization of the structures of
self-organization.

" UDP: UniBo Democrdtico Populor—Populer Democra-
tic Union. MRPP: Movimento Reorganizative do Par-
tido do Proletariodo—Movement for the Reorgoniza-
tion of the Party of the Proletariat.

This conjunction between the rise of the mass move-
ment ond the crisis in the army has given rise during
the past severa| weeks to the emergence of structures
of self-organization of the soldiers sutside the con-
troining framework of the MFA. The SUV demonstration
in Porto wos symbolic in this respect, becowe of the
linkup that was made between the soldiers organized

in the SUV ond the workers commissions, tenonts com=
missions, ete, The extension of tha 5UV to the Lisbon
region and a clarification of its programmatic basis —
which puts the emphasis on the formation of soldiers
committees indepandent of the MFA — constitute a de-
cisive step in breaking through the project: aimed at
restaring order in the army. The self-gssertion of the
workers and tenonts commissions and the emergence of
the soldiers committees of the SUV provide the develop-
ing Portuguese revolution with the two features com-=
mon o every J‘F.*\r'l:nh.lll|‘t?:nr1l:!r};I upsurge .

If the comstitution of the sixth government reflects a
cleor turn to the right and on occentuoted ottempt to
consolidate and restore the outhority of the bourgeois
state, it nonetheless remains the case that the working
closs has not suffered any defeat up to new. In oddi-
tion, the cornerstone of the Azevedo-Gomes operation
may continue to be chipped away. Discipline and
uriity in the army will be very difficult to restore in
the short run.

Finally, the translation of the government's options
into oction requires o confrontation with the workers
vanguard, But the combination of the economic and
social crisis ond the reaffirmation of the movement
for economic and palitical demands omong broad
loyers of workers could create a situation thot would
facilitote the fusion of this well orgonized workers
vanguard with the bulk of the working closs,

Coming weeks will permit the relationship of forces
between the classes and the real value of the hopes
of the sixth government to be tested in practice.

September 20, 1975

CORRECTION

An error of translotion oppeared in the "Text of the
August 25 Accord" published in the last jssue of
INPRECOR. The meeting, obvicusly, did not take
place on May 1. May 1 is the name of one of the par-
ticipating organizations.




interim peace...
permanent capitulation

by JON ROTHSCHILD
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1. Position of American surveil lonce station be-
tween Giddi ond Mitla Passes, 2. lsroelisur-
veillonce station. 3. Egyption surveillance
stafion. 4. Limited forces zones, 5.Zone un=
der Egyption civilian administration.

{From the official mop of the accerds, os re-
produced in Le Monde, ONU: United MNations.)

According to the terms of the interim actord, all
Egyptian troops will be stationed west of line E.
The area between lines F and E is the Egyptian
limited-forces zone. Line A indicates the position
of the old Egyption front line. All lsroeli troops
will be stationed east of line J and its southern
extension, line M. The orea between lines J and
K is the lsroeli limited-forces zone. The area be-
tween lines E ond J is the buffer zone occupied
by the troops of the United MNations.

The latest Egyptian-Israeli "interim agreement” wos
initialled September-2 in Alexandria by representatives
of the Egyptian government; the lsraelis hod initiolled
it the day before. After the signing, and in the pres=
ence of Henry Kissinger, Egyptian President Anwar el-
Sodat mode a little speech. After reciting a few of the
platitudes that are expected of statesmen on such oc=
casions ("Aftar twenty-seven years of blood, hate,

and war, the essential thing is to establish o new at-
mosphere, " and so on), 3adat made a rare, to=the=
point remark: "The United States, " he said, "holds

99 percent of the cords in this conflict, Becoause of
that, and becouse it is a superpower, the United States
is resporsible for peace in the Middle Eost.” That is
an occurate commentary on the content and meaning
5F the agreement. The terms of the accord place U.5.
imperiolism in charge of the "peace process” in the
Arab East. The secret ospects of the agreement, con—
tained in @ number of "memoranda” exchanged omeng
the various parties, provide for mojar new steps in
Egypt's evalution into the orbit of U.5. imperialism,
In a speech to the leodenhip of the Arab Socialist
Union, Egypt's sole legal political party, Sadot al-
leged that through o diplomatic strategy that he wos
duty-bound to characterize os brilliant he had suc-
ceeded in transforming the United States from a parti-
pant to o referee in the "Arab-lsroeli conflict.” It
would be more occurate to soy that U.S. imperialism
hod tronsformed itself from the partisan and guerantor
of one side into the mentor ond supervisor of both sides,
An examination of the accord demonstrotes thot the
Sadat regime thoroughly capituloted to the demands

of U.5, imperialism. Militarily and politically, Sodat
conceded on every important point. The agreement rep-
resents another step toward the imposition of the Pox
Americona thet has been sought for more than four years
now by the Egyption ruling class, American imperialism,
and the lsrael} ruling closs. Whether such o "pecce”
will actually be established in the region, however,
remains an open question. There are other interested
parties aside from the three proponents of Pax Ameri-
cand,

Terms of the accord

From the purely militory stondpoint, lsroel made no
important concessions in the occcord. The Egyption

front lines will odvance eastward only about 10 kilo-
meters. The lsroeli front lines will retreat some 20-50
kilometers, depending on the sector, The "buffer-zone"
occupied by the 4,000-0dd troops of the Linited MNations
Emergency Farces will thus be wider than before. It is
true that the lsraeli army will now be stotioned eost

of the Mitla and Giddi posses, the strafegic posses
through which the Egyption army would have to move

if it ottempted to odvance eostword. But the Isroelis
will be posted neor the eastern outlets of the posses

and will continue to dominate the high ground around
the passes. It is thus simply false to claim (as hos been
done by the far right in lsroel and by some U.S. mili-
tary experts) that the Zionist army is in o weaker posi-
tion than before to respond to an Egyption attack of

the sort that opened the October War. Even if there
were na UN buffer zone and nio limitation on the troops
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and weaponry that con be stationed on the front lines,
the new lsroeli positions would be equally os "defen—
sible" as the old.

But the lsraeli position is further sirengthened by the
clauses of the sccord limiting the forces that can be
committed to the front, The published protocol imposes
the following limits on troops and weapons within the
areas designated “limited-forces zones": eight normel
infontry battalions; sixty=five tanks; seventy-five ar-
tillery pieces, including heavy mortar, the range of
which is not to exceed 12 kilometers; in addition, the
total number of troops is to be less than 8,000; neither
eide will introduce into the |imited-forces zones any
weapons copable of reaching the front lines of the other
side; neither side will construct fortifications in the
limited-farces zones capoble of accommeodating more
than the indicoted number of froaps and weapans.

Further, there ore limitofions on weaponry even out-
cide the limited=-forces zones: Neither side will instoll
any weapons copable of bringing the front lines of the
other side within range; neither side will place anti-
gircraft missiles within o sector 10 kilometers east and
west of the borders of the limited-forces zones.

In sum, rot only are the new lsraeli lines eosily defen-
sible against any Egyption attempt at eastward odvance,
but in addition the Egyption army is barred from moving
sufficient troops and weapons eost of the Suez Canal

to threaten the Isroeli lines, to wage o war of attrition,
or even to conduct any of the small-scale militory oc-
tiors that hod occosionally been engoged in by the
Zgyptian regime in the past.

Three intelligence stations equipped with the most
modern electronic devices will be set up in the buffer
zone o make sure thot both sides respect the terms of
the agreement. One will be stoffed by Egyptions, one
by lsroelis, ond one by Americans. The Americans
will have free access to the stations stoffed by the
Egyptians and lsroelis. United Nations forces will re=
main in the buffer zone, and their mandate will be
renewed on o yearly basis, insteod of a quarterly bosis
as in the past. |t has been widely reported thal in one
of the secret clouses of the occord Sodat promised to
renew the mandate of the UM forces for ot least three
comsecutive years,

If the military ospects of the Sinal accord ore imple-
mented — and there is not the slightest sign that they
will not be — the Egyption=lsroeli front will be effec-
tively frozen. It will be virtually impossible for the
Egyption army to engage in combat with the lsraelis,
for to do so would invelve breaking the ogreement ond
facing o direct confrontation both with U.S. imperi-
alism ond with the UN troops in the buffer zone. And
this confrontation would have fo toke place before any
closhes with the lsroeli army, which, os we shall see,
not only retains an excellent strategic position, but
will also expand its military copacities ot a much foster
pace than Egypt.
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But even more important than the military arrangements
are the politicel concessions the Sadat regime has made,
Article | of the agreement opems by stoting: " The con-
flict between them (Egypt and lsroel} and in the Mid-
dle East shall not be resolved by military force but by
peoceful means," Arficle || states: "The parties here-
by undertake not to resort to the threat or use of force
or military blockade against eoch other.” Article VII
states: "MNonmilitary corgoes destined for or coming
from Israel shall be permitted through the Suez Canal.”
Article |X states: "This agreement shall enter into
force upon signature of the protocol and remain in
force until superceded by @ new ogreement "

The statement of nonbelligerency is unprecedented
since the establishment of the state of lsroel. In mak-
ing it, the Sadat regime promises nof fo woge war on
the Isroeli state, The actions taken by the Egyptian
government that led up to the October War would be
prohibited by the current agreement. And the renuncio-
tion of violence is unconditional and virtually defini-
tive, for the agreement is to remain in effect until o
new accord is signed and there is no provision for uni-
lateral renunciation of the agreement. Also renounced
by Egypt is any attempt to blockade lsroeli possoge
through the Bab el-Mandab (the southern entrance to
the Red Sea) and the Gulf of Aqoba (the approach to
the lsraeli port of Elaf). lsroeli-bound cargoes have
never been permitted to pass through the Suez Canal;
everi lost March, during Kissinger's previous attempt
to negotiote a Sinol ogreement, Sadat refused to make
that concession.

Token together, all these provisions emount fo the es-
fablishment of o sepamate peace between Egypt and
Isreel.

That much is open and clear f:om the text of the oc-
cord itself. But there is more yef, In @ memorandum
that is to be kept secret, Sadat offered Washington

o series of "essurances, " which are widely reported
to include a promise not to intervene in the event of
& war between lsroel ond Syrie, o promise to moderate
anti-Zionist propaganda emanating from Egyptian ter-
ritory, ond o promise to ease the boycatt in Egypt of
U.S. companies thot do business in lsrael. (There is
no provision for a similar adjustment in the coses of
European companies that deal with lsrael.)

Into the U.S., orbit

The capitulationist accord is merely the lotest of Sa-
dat's steps toward the tuteloge of U.S. imperialism,
"he October War was launched precisely in order to
force Americon imperialism to intervens in the Arab
East to impose o settlement on lsroel that would pro-
vide for an lsraeli withdrowal from most of the terri-
tory occupied in the 1947 war in exchonge for Arab
recognition of lsrael, the entire arrangement to be
concluded at the expense of the Palestinian Arobs,
who might passibly be thrown the erumb of o Bantustan-
like ministate on the West Bank of Jorden. At the
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same time, the deepening social and economic crisis
in Egypt required that the bourgeois Egyptian regime
seek mossive oid from the imperialist powers, primar-
ily the United States. This in turn required that two
odjustments be made in Egyption policy: Fimt, that
lsroel be recognized and a settlement be reached thaot
would leave the Zionist state and its army os the most
powerful counterrevolutionary force in the Arob East,
Second, that the Egyption economy be denationalized,
that restrictions on foreign investment be lifted, and
that the country be drawn more closely into the Amer-
ican orbit politically, sconomically, and diplomati-
cally.

Fram that stondpoint, the Sinol accord mokes perfect
sense, Sodat will try to claim that a great victory has
been won becouse Egypt has forced lsroel to withdrow
from the Mitle and Giddi pesses and hos regained pos-
session of the Abu Rudeis oil Fields, from which the
lsroelis will withdraw as part of the new agreement.
That much is for internal consumption. For the rest,
Sadat will achieve a series of economic advantoges
for the Egyptian ruling class: The United States will
offer Egypt o 5650 million oid package for the current
fiscal year; the stote treasury will be boosted by the
income from the Abu Rudeis oil fields; with the Suez
Canal out of range of lsroeli ortillery, traffic through
the canal should increase, and with it the state reve-
nue derived from tolls: the increased confidence in
the durability of "peace” will stimulate investment by
imperiolist copital, with has hitherte been reluctont
to commit itself to an unstable situetion; the freezing
of the Sinai front for o period of at leost three yeors
will allow the government to shift credifs from military
expenditures to investment in economic development,

There is little doubt that the sequels to the Sinai ogree=~
ment will provide important benefits both to American
imperialist capital and to the Egyptian bourgeoisie and
state buregucracy. But there is equally litile doubt
that the infusion of imperialist capital will be unable
to solve the Egyptian economic crisis, which is marked
by inflation, unemployment, and o constantly declin-
ing siondard of living for the workers and peasants,
(See the manifesto of the Egyption Trotskyists of the
Mustefa Khemis Revelutionary Communist Group in
INPRECOR, MNo.14/15, December 12, 1974.) The so-
cial and political measures the Sadat regime will have
to toke in order to realize the potentiol advantoges of
the Sinai accord will only intemsify the Egyption so-
cial crisis even further. And the intensification of that
crisis will in turn continue to fuel the new rise of the
Egyption workers movement. Sodat and the Egyption
bourgeoisie may hove achieved @ modicum of peace
with the Ziorist state, although ot the price of copit-
ulation. They will not, however, copitulate to the
Egyptian workers end peasents, ond on that front they
vill find no peace, but an escalation-of struggle, as
tne Egyptian workers movement recsserts its role as
vanguord of the Arob revolution,

The Israeli objective

The results of the October War of 1973 created o new
objective situation within which Zionist policy hod

to function. From the stondpoint of the Isroeli ruling
class, the main elements of this new situation were
these: 1) U.S. imperialism, realizing that its new
penetration into the Arab world would require some
concessions to the Arob ruling clomses, hod decided
that these concessions would be made not by the United
States but by the Zionist state; that is, the costs of

the American operation would be borne by lsroel in

the farm of territoriol concessions to the Arob states,
primarily Egypt. 2) lsroel's life-and-death dependence
on Americon arms supplies, both revealed ond exacer-
bated by the October Wor, had strengthened lsroel's
dependence on the United States and thus reduced Tel
Aviv's abllity to resist U.5. pressure. 3} lsroel's inber-
national isoldtion on the diplomatic field hod worsened,
with the European imperialist powers and many stotes
in the semicoloniol world withdrewing diplomatic sup-
port for lsrael in such bodies os the United MNations,

4) The lsraeli army's foilure to annihilame the Arab
forces in the war generated o domestic political crisis
{generally known as "the sarthquoke") and shifted the
relationship of farces between lsroel and the Arab states
to the benafit of the latter. (This cccurred despite tha
fact that in the purely militory sepse, the October
War was a clear victory for lsroel. See INPRECOR,
Mo.3, July 4, 1974.)

The Zionist ruling class recognized that this new ob-
jective situation would inevitably compel some terri-
torial concessions. There was simply no way te resist
sffectively. One of the basic objectives of the lsroeli
rulers then become to force U.5, imperialism to pay
heavy compensation for any Isreeli territorial conces-
siors, that is, to shift the burden of the costs of the
American affensive in the Arob werld bock anto the
shoulders of U.5. imperialism itself. Specifically,

this meant: 1) Moke the United States pick up the tob
for the lsroeli econaomic crisis. 2) Extroct sufficient
new military aid to once agoin widen the gap in mili-
tary capocity between lsrael and the Arob stotes, 3)Ex-
tract U.5. guorantees agoinst o deepening of lsrael’s
international isolation, 4) Yield as |ittle territory as
possible . A corollary of the fourth point was that what-
ever territory had to be given up should be yielded on
the Egyption front, There were o number of reasors for
this. For one thing, the Sinoi is the leost valuoble of
the occupied territories. It is virtually uninhabited;

no lsroeli civilian settlements have been erected there;
with the exception of the Gaza Strip (which lsroel hos
shown every intention of holding onto), there are no
Palestinians in the Sinai, and the ceding of territory
there avoids roising the "Palestinion problem, " which
is tosay, the Zionist deniol of the rights of the Pales-
tinian part of the Arab nation.

Examined in the light of those overall aims, the Egyp-
tian-lsroeli ogreement is a cleor success for the Zion-
ist shate,

When the negotiations for the occord were in the early
165



stages, lsroel reportedly requested §2, 500 million in
Americon ald os compensation for the agreement. The
“slogan” in lsroel, os the American weekly Time put
it, wos “You ask for a lot and hope for @ little." As
it turned out, however, Isroel got the full $2, 500 mil-
lion and will very likely get even more before the
game is finished, "After all,” one unidentified offi-
cial in Jerusalem was quoted as saying, "Rabin (the
lsromli premier) is toking this ugly bride called Miss
Interim Agreement. If he doesn't get a nice dowry
from Popa Washington, he is going fo be in trouble.”

The dowry is certainly odequate. lsrael hos given up
20-50 kilometers of empty desert that has not the slight-
est value to the lsroeli state, The only real material
concession is the lsraeli evocuation of the Abu Rudeis
ail field in the southwest Sinoi. There are chout o hun=
dred wells in the Abu Rudeis fields. Total production
ot of 1972 was 5,400,000 tons. lsraeli experts estimate
that the fields will be exhausted by 1980 in eny case.
Production of the wells had covered 55-60 percent of
lsroel's consumption needs, which stands ot about
7,000,000 tons. As compensation for the Abu Rudeis
fields, the United States has agreed to pay lsreel| $300-
350 million a year to buy oil on the international mar-
ket. Further, Washington hos undertoken to guorontee
lsrael's oil needs in the event that Tel Aviv hes trouble
finding international sources. So the ceding of the il
fields is no loss.

In addition to the compensation for Abu Rudeis, the
U.S. will shell out $150 million to pay for dismantling
lsroel's current front line and establishing the new one.
OF the rest of the aid pockage, $1, 500 million is soid
to be for military equipment. "Our negatiating pesi-
tion at this point, " an lsreeli politician said, "might
better be described as o shopping list." The August

25 issue of Time reported that the shopping list included
the following ftems: at least two squadrons [thirty-six
planes) of the U.5, F=15 Eagle fighter; several squad-
rons of the latest U.5. "remotely powered vehicle, "
on unmanned jet aircraft that con be used either in
combat or for reconnaissance; new versions of the U.5.
M=50 tank; "smart bombs, " the leser-guided bomks
used by the U.5. air force against the Indochinese
people; electronic "black boxes, " which jom enemy
radar ond antiaircraft missile guidance systems; o heli-
copter launcher for antitank missiles; and last, but

far from least, on undisclosed number of Lance surface-
to=surfoce missiles. The Lance has a range of seventy
miles and con deliver conventional or nuclear war-
heads; it is supposed to be five-times as effective o3
the Soviet "Seud-B" surfoce-to-surfoce missiles in
Egypt and Syria.

|t has also been reported (Washington Past, September
15, 1975) that the United States has promised to sup=
ply Isroel with the Pershing surfoce-to-surface missile,
which hes @ range of 460 miles (obout 735 kilome ters)
ond con be armed with nuclear warheads of up to 400
kiloton strength. (The American bombs that destroyed
Hiroshima and Mogasaki were rated ot about 20 kilo-
tors.} The big increase in military aid, the stationing
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of Americans in the UN buffer zone, the U.5. spon-
sorship of the ogreement, and the various political
promises made by Washington to Tel Aviv amount to

o de facto security poct between lsrael and the United
Stotes, os was remorked by a high lsroeli official.,

On the diplomatic field, the United States has promised
Israel to use its influence to prevent moves to expel
Israel from the UMN. Moreover, Kissinger seems to hove
gotten Sadat's agreement to cocperate in this endeavor,
and it can be assumed that in the future Egypt will also
throw its weight behind American attempts to word off
such moves.

It is clear, then, that the lsraeli ruling class ochieved
all its major objectives and then some. With the Egyp-
tian front stobilized indefinitely and with its military
supremacy assured for yeors to come, the lsroeli ruling
closs con now afford to move to o position of extreme
intransigence with regard to its occupation of the Syr-
ian Golan Heights ond the West Bank of the Jordan
River. Immediately after the agreement was signed,
Sadat claimed that Kissinger hod pledged that the
United States would put pressure on Isroel to negotiote
o similar accord with Syrla. But the lsroeli regime was
not long in indicating its unwillingriess to do so. On
September & |sroeli Premier Robin said in on inferview:
" There is virtually no pessibility of an interim accord
between lsroel and Syria."” And he listed the recsons
why. First of all, the existence of Isroeli civilion
sattlements on the heights: "These population centers
wers not estoblished in order to be evocuoted, " he
soid, an implicit admission that lsrael intends fo oc-
cupy Golen permanently. Second, "becouse of the
topographical situation in Golon, becouse of the ex-
tremism of the Boath party in power in Damascus, and
because of the strength of the Syrian ormed forces,
there is hardly any 'maneuvering room' for an inferim
accord in the Golan Heights, unless you want to talk
about 100 or 200 meters in this or that sector.” Asked
what he would do if the United Stotes asked him to
open negotiations with Syria, he replied: "We will
wait two or three months and see what they propose,
then the cabinet will have to moke a decision.”

Sadat {left}, Chase's David Rockefeller



On September 10 on official lsraeli communiqué de-
clored that no negotiations with Syria could toke place
until @ cobinet decision hod been made; no such de-
cision was expected for several months,

The real recsoms for lsroel's reluctance to reach an
accord with Syria (apart from the general determina=
tion to hald onto the occupied Syrian territary, of
which the civilion sattlements are o symbol) relate to
the weakened position that the Syrion regime now
finds itself in. With the Egyption front frozen, the
Domascus regime is deprived of ony serious oplion of
reopening military activity to bring pressure to beor
against fsroel. There is little doubt that if the Syrian
army initiated any actions, the Egyptian armed forces
would be ordered to stay out of the fighting. That is
part of the Egyptian-lsroeli deal, and Sedat has no
reason to breok it. And Syria is simply incapoble of
waging war against Israel without aid from Egypt, even
if the Syrian government were inclined to take such

o step, Thus, unless the internal situation in Syria be-
comes 1o critical thot the survival of the regime is
threatened, the Boathist regime will have no choice
but to restrict its efforts to the diplomatic terrain,
And since lsroel has no desire to seize more Syrian
territory ot the present time, the Zionist ruling closs
has no interest in frying to provoke Domoscus into any
hasty action. Consequently, Tel Aviv will simply sit
ond wait, refusing to moke any concessions on the
Golan Heights until Washington comes across with
some serious incentives. The ogreement with Egypt
has thus significantly strengthened Israel's bargaining
pasition on the Syrian front.

Syrian opposition

Recognition of that foct is whot accounts for the Syr-
ian gpovernment's opposition to the agreement. The
ruling Baath party officially condemned the accord
on September 3, colling it @ "grave defeat for the
Arab couse " Several demonstrations were orgonized
ot the Egyptian embossy in Domascus to denounce the
agreement. Zuhoir Mohsen, the leader of el-5a'iqa,
the pro-5yrion-Baath Palestinion organization, wos
putspoken in his denunciation of the occord.

For the Boathist regime, however, the rheloric about
defeats for the Arab couse is simply left cover for the
real complaint: thet Sadat hod made o seporate peoce
with lsroel, thus leaving the Syrian regime no leverage
to work out o capitulationist agreement 8f its own.

In an exclusive interview with Mewsweek senior editor
Arnaud de Borchgrave {published in the September 15
International Herald Tribune), Syrian President Hofez
el-Assad took a rother different tone. Asked why he
hod chorocterized the Egyption-Syrion agreement as
"jeopardizing” peoce in the Middle Eost, el-Assod
replied, "Becouse the agreement is a step backward
from peace and will precipitate the next crisis. It
closes the doors which might atherwise have led ta
real peace." El-Assad expressed o good deol of bit-

terness at the conduct
of the Sadat govern-
ment. "Egypt soys ne-
gotiotions for o new
Golan agreement will
start within one manth
and that all parties
know this, " de Borch-
grave said. "lsroel
says this is not so ond
that there is no com=
mitment to do ony-
thing beyond Sinaj.,
Wha's right?" To
which el-Assod re-
plied: "There is no
agreement with any-
body to start any ne-
gotiations, "

"Did Egypt make o
commitment to Syria
that there would be
Azsad no seécond-stage in
Sinoi unless it was
directly linked to onother withdrawal on Galan and
some progress on the Palestinion isue? " de Borchgrave
asked. Assad amwered: "When | met President Sadat
in Riyadh (Soudi Arabia), we ogreed that we would
not take any steps without close coordination among
ourselves. Coordination means an exchange of opin-
ions ond reaching @ joint position., On this understand-
ing we formed o coordinating committee . Its brief was
to study every major topic and submit its coneclusions
to the two presidents. We were also to meet whenever
necessary. However, the committee did not discuss
anything reloting to the Sinai ogreement. There was
no exchonge of opinion, no common position on the
ogreement. In other words, no coordingtion.” °
The Boothist regime is not concerned obout any "de-
feat for the Arob cause." What it is concerned about
is that it has been left out of the deal by Egypt and
that it has thus been put in an extremely weak posi-
tion. Despite all the rhetoric, however, the Baathist
regime has little alternative but to continue its pre=-
vious policy, which is not substantiolly different from
the Egyption ene. El-Assad will play the U.5. cord
as well, He will offer political ond economic conces-
sions to U.5. imperialism in exchange for Washington's
putting pressure on lsroel to moke some concession fo
Domascus. But el-Assod will not find it easy to achieve
success in such a policy. He is subject to pressure from
the Palestinion movement and from his own population
much more than Sodat; he has less to offer American
imperialism in the way of economic benefits than does
Sodat; ond, most important, the position of the lsraeli
regime toward Syria will remain far more intronsigent
than it wos foward Egypt. Consequently, there is little
prospect for an early agreement on the Golan Heights.
At the very least, the lsroeli regime will stall until
the new frant lines in the Sinol ore established (prob-
ably cround February 1976) befare moving seriously fo
discuss with Syria.



The oppasition of the PLO leadership to the Sinai ac-
cord is similar in nature to the opposition of the Syrian
Boath. The political furn made by the PLO after the
1973 October War wos aimed at porticipeting in the
settlement that has been sought since the war. (See
INPRECOR, No.13, November 28, 1974, No.14/15,
December 12, 1974, and No.19, February 13, 19735.)
The apparatus of the PLO has become a state opparafus
in search of o state, Heving renounced in practice the
armed struggle against the Zionist state, the ALO lead-
ers have set their sights or the establishment of a Pal-
estinion state in the West Bank after an lsroeli with-
drowal, But an lsroeli withdrowal from the West Bank
— the mast populated ond economically most valuable
of all the territories occupied during the 1967 war —
could be achieved, according to the PLO strategists,
only through the combined pressure of Egypt, Syria,
the other major Arab states, and U.S. impericlism.
PLO chairman Yasir Arafat, like el-Assod, recognizes
that given the stabilization of the Egyptian front and
the de focto separate peace with Egypt, the Zionist
rulers will not come under the diplomatic pressure re=
quired to force them fo negotiate with the PLO, let
olone withdrow from the West Bank. If the 5inai oc-
cord pushes bock on accord on the Golan Heights for
several months at least, it pushes the question of the
West Bank state into the indefinite future.

The PLO reocted quickly to the signing of the agree-
ment. On September 2 it relecsed a statement denounc-
ing the accord, saying, “In spite of all the assurances
provided by Egypt, the accord Is in no way limited to
military clauses but quite clearly comstitutes a polit=
ical document that explicitly puts an end to the bel-
ligerence thot exists between the two countries.” On
September 10 the Central Council of the PLO issued

o communiqué saying: "The Egyptian-lsroeli accord
constitutes on offense to the dignity of the Egyptian
people and their army as well as to the dignity of the
Arab notion os o whole. This aceord is a genuine po-
litical settlement, suspending the state of belligerence
with the Zionist enemy on one front alere and open-
ing the rood to colloboration with the enemy. "

On September & the PLO lounched a demonstration of
about 1,000 people at the Egyption embassy in Domas-
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cus. But the demonstration, one of the slogans of which
was "The Palestinion people proudly salute the atti-
tude of General Hofez el-Assad, " wos cleorly intended
more to bolster the position of the Syrion government
than to actuolly mobilize Palestinions ogainst the ac-
comd.

The foct is that the PLO is inon extremely difficult
position. Ifs own endorsement of the overall "peace
process” in the region hos politically disarmed it in
organizing agoinst the Sinal occord, The PLO appo-
ratus is for too closely linked to the Soudi Arabian
regime to risk o direct confrontation with the Saudis,
who quickly expressed their full support ta the Sinai
pact, In addition, the policy the PLO hos consistently
followed in separating the Palestinian struggle from
the brooder revolutionary struggle throughout the Arch
world leaves it with little or no base in Egypt with
which to confront Sadat, Sadat's response to the PLO'
eriticism of the ogreement showed thot he is owaore of
the relationship of forces. On September 4 he gave

a speech strongly and openly densuncing the PLO,
On September 11 the PLO radio station in Caire,
"Woice of Palestine, " wos taken over by the Egyptian
goverrment, The nome was chonged fo “Palestine Ra-
die" ond the persannel of "Voice of Palestine” were
barred from entering the premises. The station hos con=
tinued broadcasting on the same frequency ond on the
some schedule, but the speokers are Egyption and the
texts they reod consist largely of Egyption government
communiqués and statements. At the some lime, @
counteratiock ogoinst the PLO was lounched in the
Egyptian press,

Given the existing relationship of forces on the dip-
lamatic Field, the only way the PLO could engoge in
o test of strength with Sedet and the Soudi regime
would be to mobilize the worke:. ond peasants and
Palestinian refugees throughout the Arob Eost in o moss
struggle against the peaceful solution os a whole,
There is no doubt that o mass base exists for such o
compaign, o hos been demonsirated by the response
received by the orgonizations that compose the Poles-
tinian "Front of Rejection” (among them the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Polestine and the Popular
Front=General Command). But the PLO leadenship
cannot wage such @ campaign without renouncing its
own political pesition and without breaking with the
forces that subsidize the PLO bureauerocy. It is thus
likely that the PLO will avoid a test of strength and
eventually acquiesce in the Sinai ogreement.

A temporary peace?

Although the Sinai accord is aimed at establishing @
separate peoce between Egypt ond lsroel, it does not
ot oll guarantee that peace will actually take hold.

If no accord is reached on the Syrian front and if the
mobilizatiors of the Polestinion, Syrion, ond Lebonese
masses continue, the position of the Boathist regime

in Damascus could become intoleroble. In thot event,
Damascus could be compelled to launch some military



oction agaimst the lsroeli occupation in an effort to
get the diplomotic process off dead center again, And
in that event, the Sadat regime would foce its deepest
crisis ever, |t is one thing to end the stote of war with
lsroel on the Egyption front and ollow the Zionist state
to continue its occupation of more thon B0 percent of
the Sinal peninsula. |t would be quite another thing,
however, actually to stand by possively during a full-
scaole shooting wor between lsroel ond Syrio. Faced
with such an eventuality, Sodot would have o choice
between breoking the Sinoi cgreement, which would
entoil a direct closh with U.S, imperialism ond, very
likely, onother major military defeat at the honds of

a vastly sirengthened |sroeli ormy, or adhering to the
agreement, which would almost certainly invalve an
unprecedented confroniation with the Egyption mosses
and even the threat of a full-fledged revalutionary
explosion. The choice would not be o hoppy one, either
for Sadat or for American imperialism.

If, on the other hand, the Syrion front con be stabi-
lized as thoroughly as the Egyption front hos been, the
guestion of the lsroeli occupation of the West Bonk
could be dealt with at leisure. With the threat of war
with Egypt ond Syria eliminated, the Zionist regime
would be under no compulsion to make concessions
ond the A.O would be entirely marginalized. At that
paint, any long-term West Bank negofiations that did
toke ploce would be beiween lsroel and the Hussein
regime in Jordan, ond not between lsroel and the PLO,

It follows, then, that the next item on the agenda of
L5, imperialism (and of el-Assad ond of Sodat) is to
arrange o new accord for the Golon Heights, As we
/- have pointed out, becouse
of the relationship of for-
ces created by the Sinai
accord, it will not be
easy to ochieve o Golan
accord. But it can be
safely predicted that the
Syrian regime will fal-
low Sodat's path of ca=
pitulation. Most likely
the accord will toke the
form of a partiol or total
demilitarization of the
Golan Heights, probably
with the establishment
of a larger UN buffer
force, combined with o
Syrion renunciation of war
along the lines of Sodat's.

The continuvatien of the
U.5.-orchestroted nego-
tiations will entail a big
increase in repression
throughout the Arob Eost,
The Palestinion masses,
the vanguord throughout
the Arab Eost, ond even
the PLO leademhip telf,
will understand the stokes

involved in the Pax Americono thot is being negotiated .
There will thus be resistance, ond the regimes in Syria,
Lebanon, ond Egypt will meet that resistance with all
the severity at their command. Closer coordination
among the repression opporatuses of the various Arob
countries has already begun (the case of the Arob Com-
munist Organization, for example) and will undaubi-
edly intensify. The lsroeli occupiers can be counted

on to step up the repression in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip. For all the Arah regimes concerned, co-
pitulation to the Zionist state ond to U.5, imperialism
inevitably requires repression of the Arab vanguard,

Even opart from the specific question of the "settle-
ment” of the Arab-lsroeli conflict, the attempt to es-
tablish Pox Americana in the Arab Eost will entail an
increase in repression., The Sodot regime's ottempt to
solve the social end economic crisis in Egypt with mos-
sive injections of American copital has been a complete
failure so far and will fare no better in the future. The
problems of unemployment, inflation, ond declining
living stondords in Egypt hove clready led to o reawak-
ening of the Egyption working closs and to the re-emer-
gence of a politicol vanguard bosed among this most
decisive secior of the entire Arob proletariot. Even if
there is no immediote mobilization in Egypt ogoinst
Sadat's |atest copitulation, the rise of workers strug-
gles, some of which have taken on very edvanced or-
ganizotional forms, will continue, For several manths
now, Sodot hos been woging a campaign of repression
agaoinst the Egyption vanguard, most recently arresting
twenty revolutionary Marxist militonts. (See INPRE-
COR, No.33, September 11, 1975, Mobilization in
defense of revelutionary militents in Egypt and the
other countries of the Arab Eost therefore becomes a
crucial task for revolutionaries throughout the Arab
Eost ond for the whole international workers movement .
Defeating the repression is one of the keys to defeat-
ing the copitulationist settlement.
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ARGENTINA:

the union bureaucracy
& the crisis

by JEAN-PIERRE BEAUVAIS

lsabel Perdn's "transfer of powers" for a thirty=Ffive-
day period to ltalo Luder, the recently elected presi-
dent of the Senate, is nat just on enecdotal incident,
but a new phase in the political crisis in Argentino
and in the development of solutions aimed at allevi-
ating that crisis. The deporture of the president, even
if it is only temporary, indicates to what extent her
role hod been reduced to thot of o "figurehead" buf-
fetted among forces that ore trying to shore out power
today: the ormed forces ond the trade-union bureou-

crﬂcz .

The departure of lsabel Perén indicaftes the desire of
these forces to maintain the present institutional fa-
cade, at least for the moment; basically, that meons
respecting the electoral colendar, which colls for elec=
tiors in 1977, with or without lsobel Perdn. Given

that she has been shown fo be incopable of even play-
ing the role of a figurehead, it wos necessery fo break

in the person who will be charged with toking her
ploce, occording to the constitutional rules. Hence
this interim step, the first in o "painless" replacement
process, But these ridiculous mosquerades connot con-
ceal the depth of the economic, social, and political
crisis now racking Argentina. Nor can they ameliorate
this crisis, not even partially.

The Rodrigo plan

The economic situation, which is at the origin of the
current crisis, is chaotic. Inflation is accelerating
from week to week, and even from day to day. Mo
one among Argentine economic circles ventures to
predict what the inflatien rate will emeunt te by the
end of the yeor, Based on what has alreody happened,
it should be at least 200 percent for the year 1975 as
o whole.



Argentina's dependent economy is now being hit full
force by the international recession, which is reducing
to zero the already modest maneuvering room upon
which the Peronist regime {and behind it the Argentine
bourgeeisie) hod relied to impose the policy of the
"social poct, " with the aid of the trade-union bureou-
crocy and with o few minimum concessions to the work-
ers thrown in,

Exports of agricul tural products, the main traditionol
resource of Argenting, have suffered from the crisis
now rocking the European countries, which are the
major importers of Argentinian agricultural produce,
Concurrently, the rise in the sales prices of Argentine
industrial products has rendered them uncompetitive
just at the moment when the conquest of new markets
was becoming much more difficult because of the
world conjuncture.

The total value of exports suffered o sersational de-
cline that ook on eatestrophic proportions during the
first few months of 1975 (decreases of 30-35 percent,
occarding to vorious estimates),

The Argentine authorities, in ponic, decided to take
radical, although clossic measures: Make the worken
pay for the economic crisls end far o potential eco- -
nomic uphurn.

Such was the meaning of the "Redriga Plan, " mamed
after the minister of economics, Celestino Redrigo.

Apart fram o new and important devaluation of the peso
{on attempt to boost exports), the plan called fora
massive increose (100-15096) in rates for public ser-
vices. But it wos aimed mainly at limiting woge in-
creoses (to about 40%), s o prelude to @ future wage
freeze, despite the foct that in June 1975, when the
plan was onnounced, the cost of living increase was
estimated to be 1509 during the peried in which the
wage increases of 405 were supposed to occur.

It is easy enough to make some calculations bosed an
these figures. And all the workers did so: The Rodri
plan aimed at reducing the purchasing power of
workers by ohout 50%. That is o reduction of the some
order s the one achieved by Pinochet on the other
side of the border, by means that are well known.

The plan was thus a real declaration of war on the work=-
ing class, In this sense, it revealed the political stu=-
pidity of the team around Lépez Rega, the regime's
strongman at the time. Celestino Rodrigo was o mem-
ber of that team, To believe that such a plan could

be imposed without provoking @ massive r&spnma from

a working closs as combative as the Argentine prole-
tariat revealed political blindness of rare dimensions.,

But above and beyond the "Lépez Rega Clan, " the
reactions of the Argentine bourgeoisie were also quite
revealing: Up to o few days before the enormous work-
ers mobilization that was to sweep away the Rodrigo
plan and force its author to resign from his ephemerally
held ministerial post, the essential body of bourgeois

forces supported the plan, with the exception of some
sectors of the CGE (Confederacidn General Econdmico
— Gerneral Economic Confederation, an employers or-
ganization including small and medium-sized compa-
nies), They did so, of coune, out of well understood
closs interest. But the fact that the Argentine bour-
gecisie hod supported proposals whose chances of being
applied were so slim showed how great was the disarray
of the ruling closs,

Initial workers response

The ennouncement of the Rodrigo plan coincided (and
this was why it was published so hastily) with the an-
nual meeting of the national parity commissions charged
with negotioting lobor contracts for whole sectors of
workers (especially in the metal industry, public ser-
vices, the banks, and construction).

Ag these negotiotions went on, the mobilization was
arganized, Initially uneven according to sector and
region, the movement very soon became generalized,
revealing on extroordinary combativity of which the
Ville Constitucién strike two months previously had
been on advonce indication, Sectors of workers who
for years hod been considered uncombative participated
in the mobilization alongside the workers of the metal
industry, the outomobile industry, and the graphic arts
ond printing industries, traditionally the most combat-
ive layers, For the firt time, the movement was not
limited to ore or two provinces, like Cérdoba or Santa
Fe. It was & national mobilization, and the indusirial
suburbs of Buencs Aires participated totally, which
was something new,

Local or branch-wide eoordinating bodies sprung up
almost everywhere, made up of rank-and-file delegates
er members of the "internal commissions.” Products

of the fact that the burecucratic apparotus of the CGT
(Confederacién General del Trabajo — General Con-
federation of Labar) hod been outflonked, these coor-
dinating bodies began to play the role of real alterna-
tive leaderships. This very quickly become the case

in Cérdoba ond Santa Fe, but it alse hoppened in Buenos
Aires, especially in the banking sector and in the Ma-
tanza zone,

Under these conditions, and after resorting to all the
means at its command in ottemphs to slow down the
movement, the buregucrocy was forced 1o give ground.
To frontally oppose such & mobilization would have re-
sulted in a rapid loss of the control the bureaucrocy
still exercises over a good part of the working closs.

Thus, the bureaucracy and the employers, who several
doys before had been hailing the government projechs,
agreed during the meetings of the parity commissions,
which were going on concurrently with the mobiliza~
tion, te enact woge increases that went well beyond
the limits set by the Rodrigo Plan. The average increase
was close to 100 percent, in some sectors going as high
os 1309 or even 140%. I the percentages seem large
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at first glance, they must be cempared with the esti-
mated cost of living increose of 1509,

In face of this situation, the lsobel Perén-Ldpez Rego
government had only two alternatives: Either yield to
the pressure of the workers ond rotify the contracts,
which would throw the Rodrigo plan into the trashcan
only a few doys after it was announced, or engage in
o test of strength not enly against the working class,
but also against the trode-union bureoucrocy. The bu=-
reaucracy, olthough it is a piflar of the Peronist re-
gime, could hardly have backed down and repudiated
the contracts it had signed only the day before with-
out totally discrediting itself and losing exactly what
it wanted to preserve by signing the contracts in the
first place: its control aver the majority of the work-
ing class.

Thet is a vital question for any trode=union bureou-
crocy, no matter how corrupt or bought=off it may be.
For Isabel Perén-Lépez Rego os well, to opt for o con=
frontation with the workers and the trade-union bureau-
crocy would have meant to opt for breaking the Peron-
ist movement, because of the decisive role that this
bureoucracy plays in the Peronist mavement.

Such a choice omounted to politicol suicide. MNever-
theless, that wos the road that wes taken.

The general strike

The mobilization redoubled os soon as Isabel Perén
announced in o provocative and hysterical speech that
no wage increase above 5056 would be accepted and
that consequenily all the parity accords that hod al-
ready been concluded and went beyond this limit were
null end void. A spontanecus genera| strike immedi-
ately paralyzed several provinces in the interior, no-
tably Mendoza, Cérdoba, and Santo Fe. And, very
quickly spilling over these initial limits, the mobiliza-
tion spread to neorly the entire country.

During these massive mobilizations, the interfoctory
coordinating committees proliferated ond increased in
strength; their character as alternative leademhips for
the movemen! was accentuated, o character they had
already begun to acquire during the first phase, that
is, ofter the announcement of the Rodrigo plan and be-
fore the government's decision not to recognize the
new lobor contracts, Completely outflanked, the bu-
reaucrocy, which was still trying to gain time and re-
solve the crisis through negotiations, finally found ft-
self compelled to jump on the bandwagen, It proclaimed
a forty-eight-hour general sirike for July 7 and 8 for
the recognition of the contracts and for the resigna~
Hon of Lépez Rega, the strongman of the Peronist re~
gime and symbol of its political line.

From that point on, events moved rapidly. On the gov-
ernment side, there were petty maneuvers ond diver-
sionary operations such s rumors that this or that min-

ister would be replaced. But with no effect. The crisis
was too violent and too deep to be resolved by o simple
patchwork job. Beyond the government, the whole po-
litical edifice that had been erected by Perdn wos
shaken and threatened to collapse entirely.

Peronism and the union bureaucracy

The Peronist party was in total confusion, torn between
the Lapez Rego clan, which up to that time had been
all-powerful because it wos the "regime, " and the
trode-union bureaucracy, which in the light of the
events appeared a3 the lost ond sole recourse for the
Peronists in their efforts to maintain power.

But more serious and fundomental than the erisis that
wos shaking the politicol apparatuses was the sudden
sharpening of tension, difficulties, ond breaks between
Peronism and the Argentine messes and between Peron-
ism ond the Argentine working cless, a fear that lies
at the center of the concerns of all the owning classes,
all the defenders of order.

For soch party, sector, ond faction of the bourgeoisie,
whether it be allied with Peranism like Arturo Frondizi,
or in "measured ond complicit” opposition like Ricardo
Balbin (the leader of the Rodical party), or even the
fiercely onti-Peronist far right (like Manrique), the
crisis was not simply o crisis of Peronism, but o crisis

of the entire system of bourgeois rule, of which Peron-
{sm is on essential component because of its influence
over the Argentine masses, even though that influence
is on the wane. This was exactly the onalysis made by
the great majority of military officers during the crisis.
In theory at least, power was never so easily available
far the toking as during those weeks when the mass
mobilization was receding ond the government wos com-
pletely falling apart. But the officers did not take pow-
er, even though their role had been and remains deci-
sive,

This attitude on the part of the officers was not the re-
sult of the traumetic experience they went through with
the failure of the 19656-72 military dictatorship. If the
Argentine army foday wants to be o “professional” one,
as the military commanders ceaselessly repeat, it is by
deliberate and calculated will. They think that it is
better to remain in reserve to intervene in cose of a
new aggravation of the situation.

For them, this potential aggravation of the situation
means essentially an even more accentuated loss of
control over the working class by the trade-union bu-

Thus, it is better to maintain an institutional framework
that, even if it is only o ramshockle focade, at least
gives the trode-union bureducracy the greatest possible
weight and maneuvering room.

It s from this starting paint that the new features of
the Argentine situation must be anclyzed, new features



that emerged, although in & confused manner, just
after the general strike of July 7-8.

Victory of the workers,
victory of the bureaucracy

In effect, this strike con be comsidered both the cul-
minating point of the crisis opened by the announce-
ment of the Redrigo plan and & radical turn in the un-
folding and dynamic of that crisis.

By placing ikelf at the head of the movement the CGT
effectively succeeded in bringing it under control, al-
though not without difficulties and problems, But above
all, this control enabled the bureaucracy to appropri=
ate the fruits of the victory, a victory that was never-
theless fully the product of the mossive and spontaneous
mobilizahion of the Argentine workers.

For the Argentine workers, the victory was twofold:
On the one hand, lzabel Pensn hod to retreat ond oc-
cept the woge inc.eases called for in the contracts,
This meant that the bourgeaisie hod to abandon the
Rodrige plan. On the other hond, after some new and
unbelievable cotastrophes, Lépez Rega had to leave
first the government and then the country imelf, That
was the first step in the liquidation of his "clon" within
the state apparatus and the Peronist movement. One
after onother, all the ministers who were politically
lirked to Lépez Rego hed to resign, even his son=in=
law Roul Lostiri, the president of the Chamber of Dep-
uties and vice-president of the Justicialist party.

Cleverly utilizing the victary in order to convince the
less combative workers to go bock to werk and by in-
tersifying the repression (hand in glove with the em=
ployers; there were several hundred "political” lay-
offs in Buencs Aires alone), the CGT step by step re-
gained confrol of the situation within the workers move-
ment.

Within the Peronist movement and its opparatus, the
trade-union bureoucrocy made sure that Lépez Rega
and his clan would be eliminated. The policy of Lépez
Rego, with its foscist projects, was o short-term threat
to the union buregucracy. Moreover, the constantly
increasing power that he and his henchmen had been
aecumulating within the Peronist movement ot the ex-
pense of the union bureaucracy was also eliminated,
The time for confrentations and settling of occounts
wos drowing nigh. MNothing was easier, more clever,
and more natural for the union bureaueicy than o ap-
propriote the workers victory end utilize it in this
sphere. But this does not mean that the policy of repres-
sion and terror of which Lépez Rega wos the symbol
was going to be obondoned. Rather, it was to be more
selective against the revolutionoary organizations and
combative workers, and it wes to avoid the marginal
"screw ups" o which some trade unionists hod fallen
victim. At first sight, then, the trode-union bureau-

- cracy appears to be the big winner In the erisis.

Within the Peronist movement it become the essential
and uncontested power. |is weight there hod never
been so great and decisive, In face of all the forces
of the bourgeoisie, including the armed forces, the
trede-union burecucrocy hed proven that despite all
the difficulties and even if it had to make important
concessions, it waos o genuine and indispensable power
instrument ogainst an increosingly combative and mo-
bilized working class. But therein lies its great contra-
diction ond weokness in the new political peried that
has now opened in Argentina,

Limits and contradictions

The strengthening of the positions of the trode-union
buregucracy is the product of two basic features of this
new political pericd: On the one hand, the spectoc~
ular new rise of the combativity and mobilization of

the warkers; on the other hand, the acute crisis of the
entire system of bourgeois rule and of Peronism in par-
ticular. It is on that bosis that the limits ond weaknesses
of the strengthening of the bureaucracy con be under-
stood,

If the new rise of workers struggles continues to develop
{and cll available information suggests that it will),
then these strugales, even though they served the in-
terests of the buresucracy conjuncturally, will be a
direct threat, especially in the specific Argentine situa=
tion. Becouse of the ocuteness of the economic crisis,
the big bourgecisie's margin for granting concessions
within the fromework of its own system is much reduced.
The withdrawal of the Redrigo plan does not mean that
the objectives set in the plan have been abandoned.
Only their methods and pace of application will change.

The burecucrats' capacity for nagotiation and maneuver
agoinst the working closs will thus be very weak, They
risk being massively outflanked again, especially since
in the current crisis, outflanking the bureoucrats hos
already proven to be quite adventageous to the work-
ers. Even more fundamentally, however, the sponta=
neous and generalized strikes ond struggles of June

and early July cannot be reduced to o simple tempo-
rary outflanking.

Mew sectors of the proletariat broke with the bureau-
cracy in struggle, accelerating and broadening a pro-
cess thot hos been under way since the first Cordebaze
in June 1969, That is what explains the basic foct that
for the first time alternative leoderships arose in the
course of the mobilizetion in all the major industrial
concentrotions of the country — and all at the some
time. Without underestimating the very uneven char-
acter of this phenomenon, we con say that the breaks
with the trade-union bureoucracy had & mass chorocter
throughout the country, which was never the case in

the past.

Of course, the absence of an octual recognized alfer=
native leadership capable of centralizing and system-
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atizing such a process slowed down the dynamic. Like-
wise, the cscillations and opportunism of most of the
revalutionary left facilitated the task of the CGT. But
on the whole, o new and important step was token by
the Argentine proletariat in ifs struggle for political
independence . In this sense, the "victory" of the bu-
reaucracy cuts two ways, and it is very precarious.

But the victory is precarious end double-edged alsa for
other reasons, ones that relate to the crisis of Peronism.

The Peronist project orphaned

If the CGT hos now become the essentiol component
of the Peronist mavement, it is becouse there is not
much alternat ve, What remains of the Bonapertist and
populist chorscter of Peronism is mired in crisis. And
the ti3de-union bureaucracy, which was o priviledged
instrument of thiz Banopartism and populism, obviously
connot hope to fulfill thet role alone and an fis own
account,

Thit is o problem that Perén had well undentood under
other circumtonces. For him, the trode-union bureau-
crocy was esential for the Bonaportist project. But he
alwoys took core, especially when he was in exile and
preparing for his return, not to hitch the Peronist move-
ment solely to the union bureoucrocy, not only in order
te evald becoming o prizoner of the burecucracy, but
olso in order to preserve the credibility of his project,
porticularly in the eyes of important sectors of the Ar-
gentine bourgeaisie.

But for the trade-union bureaucracy today, the end of
Peronism a3 @ populist Bonopartism meons the end of
the political project that gove the bureoucracy its
force and cohetion,

Thot {0 problem that hos been posed ever since the
death of Perdn, given the evolution of the regime under
Lépez Rega. But it hos-ocquired its full dimensions dur-
ing the post several months, and the symbol of this

was the fact that the burecucrocy ploced itself ot the
head of o strike that was clearly directed ogainst the
Paronist government.

The masquerade of "supporting lsabel Perén" even
while the strike was going on did not change matters,
and nobody paid much attention to that masquerade

anyway .

It was not only becouse it spoke in the nome of the
Argentine workers that the CGT moved from strength

to strength under the successive milifary dicta torships

of Onganfa, Levingston, and Lonusse. It was because
the buresucrocy had integrated itself into the Peronist
political project. It wes not only because it made it-
self the defender of the immediate interests of the work-
ers that the CGT was able to dominate, control, and
line up the immense majority of Argentine workers.

It wos also becouse the bureaucracy offered them al-

ternative political objectives, through the vehicle of
Peronism ond its-mirages.

Peronism's mirages have now evaporated, and the po-
litical project General Perén represented hos become
decrepit; those are very hard blows for the trode-union
burecucrocy. Even more than during the past few yeors,
the bureaucrocy will have trouble maintaining its in-
fluence over important sectors of the workers movement;
it will be much more difficult to prevent more and more
massive and significont breaks by workers previously
dominated by the bureaucracy.

This will be especially true in that the burecucrocy's
own internal coherence will inevitably be offected by
these new focts.

Perdn and Peronism os a peliticol project were focions
of cohesion and homogeneity for the trede-union bu-
reaucrocy  Since these factors have disoppeared, re-
lations between the burecucratic opparatus and the
masses ore much more tente ond the conflicts omong
cliques with divergent interests, already numerous,
will multiply.

Crivergent orientations gre alrecdy beginning to toke
shope on vorious questions: relations between the bu-
reaucracy and the state opparatus, relations with the
armed forces or certoin sectors of the armed forces,
the problem of o political expression proper to the
trade-union apparatus and distinct from the Justiciolist
party — all these questions are at stake,

The apparent “victory” of the trade-union bureaucracy
it thus strictly relative, The oll-powerful position it
hos acquired within the Peronist movement In the midst
of the erisis is the product of for tars that will soon
turn against it, from the growing mobilization of the
waorking closs fo the crisis of the Peronist movement.

More thaon ever, the bureaucrocy finds itself associoted
with the crisis-ridden regime of the bourgeoisie, with
its state opparatus ond its government, while at the
same time the enly way out for this bourgeoisie is fo
whip the working class into line. And this while the
catostrophic economic situation makes the bourgeocisie's
maneuvering room ridiculously narrow, if not nil; while
the repression against the vanguard and the mest com-
bative workers is continuing and even intersifying, os
is proven by the mossocres of these post weeks; while
military operations agaimst the guerrilles, os in Tucu-
mdn, are on the rise, Mare thon ever, the bureoucrocy
is in the position of occupying the forword posts in the
battle to whip the working clos into line while at the
same time otempting to oppropriate the advantoges
and fruits of the immense warkers mobilization that oc-
curred scarcely 0 month ogo; the bureaucracy's char-
acter will thus become ever more violently controdic-
tory, and class antaganisms will sharpen.

More thon ever, the events of these past months ploce
on the agenda the necessity of the independent mobi-
lization of the workers movement, the siruggle for the




independent orgonization of the workers, Mare than
ever, any opporfunist policy toward the trode-union
bureaucrocy, any policy that places confidence in the
bureaucrocy's so-called plars of struggle, in ik "pro-
posals for getting out of the crisis" put forward in the .
trade-union structures it controls, is a broke on the
mobilizations of the workers and on their development
of comciousness,

More thon ever, (ond the possibilities are much greater
than they were only a few months ago), Argentine rev=
olutionary Marxists must press for the constitution of
independent bodies to direct the struggle, as was done
during the mobilization of June=July: coordinating
bodies, interfoctory mobilizotion committees, local
and regional coordinating bodies,

September 16, 1975

SOLIDARITY
WITH THE PST

In our last issue (No .33, September 11) we annouriced
that five militants of the Partide Socialista de los Tro-
bajodores (P5T — Socialist Workers porty) in Argenting
hod been murdered, Since then, we hove learned that
three more militant of this organization have been
killed by foscist gangs. Our comrodes of the PST are
thus odded to the long list of victims of palitical as=-
sassinotions in Argenting, neorly 300 since the begin-
ning of the year, Acting under fhe cover of the Peron-
ist government, the foscist gangs ore striking with im=
punity at the workers mevemeant and its militant van-
guord, The murdered comrodes hod been engoged in
supporting the struggles of the Propulsora steel factory
in the suburbs of Buenos Aires. During the funeral for
the victims o delegate from this factory explained:

"In face of the events of La Balandra (where the mur-

ders tock ploce—=INPRECOR), we have the moral duty
to repudiate them. The mercenary bands thot have
made victims of these eight comrades won't stop here , "
He called on the workers to respond to the ottacks,

In face of the intersification of viclence agoinst the
workers movement on the part of fascist gangs in the
service of the exploiters, it is becoming ever more
cleor to the Argentine workers that self-defanse has
to be organized on all levels, in the factories and in
the neighborhoods.

SOLIDARITY WITH THE PST AND THE ARGENTIMNE
WORKERS!

AGAINST FASCIST VIOLENCE, WORKERS SELF-
DEFEMNSE!

e

The P3T's weekly newspaper, Avonzado Socialista,
published bicgrophical sketches of the murdered com-
rades. Below are excerph,

ROBERTO LOSCERTALES

Thirty-one years old, Roberto Loscertales, known as
"Laucha, " was @ member of the PST leadership inLa
Plata. He joined our organizetion in 1947 when he
was o student; he founded our university groups inle
Plata, In 1972 he left the university o join the groups
of comrades who were trovelling around the couniry
to win legolization of the party,

Later he worked at Astillero Rio Sontiage, where he
w3t o leading militant of the Marron list until being
fived for hoving helped organize solidarity with the
Propulsora struggles. Since then he hod been active
in struggles ot Propulsora, Astillers, the meat trust,
ond South American Petrachemicals.

HUGO FRIGERIO

He was 30 years old and leaves a one-and-o-half-year-
old son. This comrode joined the PST in 1973 when the
big demonstrotions of state employees were going on;
he was o leader of these demonstrations. He entered
the Internal Commission (rank-ond-Ffile workers orga-
nizations) of the Ministry of Public Works in Lo Ploto
and quickly became a member of the leadership com-
mission of the Association of Public Works Personnel.
In 1973 he wos o candidote of our party in the munic-
ipal elections. He wos also @ member of the Partisan
Front of the State Employees inLa Plata, He hod es-
coped fwo assossinction attempts in the post,

LIDIA AGOSTINI

In 1975, hoving finished her studies, she joined our
organization as one of the First militants of the Front
of Liberal Professions. At the age of 27 she was work-
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ing in her profession in o dispensary of the La Plata
municipalicy.

ANA MARIA GUZNER LORENZO

She hod been o delegate of the Association of Univer-
sity Workers in La Plata. She worked in the university
offices for eleven years. She joined our party in 1973,
A denunciotion issued by the "lvanissebich Mission"
caused her to lose her job. She then entered the Coun=
cil of Economists in the province of Buenos Alres.

ADRIANA ZALDUA

She had joined our party in 1971 when she was o stu-
dent in architecture. She played an important part in
the mobilizations in solidority with the Bolivion work=
ers. Later, she participated in the struggle that drave
the foscist groups out of her university. In 1974 she
was active in Quilmes ahong the youth ond teachers.
This year she returned to octivity in the school of or-
chitecture, She was 22 years old.

PATRICIA CLAVERIE
She hod been linked to the party in Bohio Blanca os o
militant in the student movement. She then came to

La Plata, where she entered the school of notural sci-
ance, At the some time, she worked in the provincial
senote,

CARLOS ENRIQUE POVEDANO

In 1971 Carlos Enrique Povedano, called "Dicky" by
his comrades, joined our tendency aos a student in eco-
nomic sciences. For o while he withdrew from activity.
He became active again in the summer of 1974, seek-
ing the support of the party in organizing his comrmdes
of the delegation of social security workers. A member
of the Internal Commission in his work ploce, he was
the best known leader of the social security warkers

in La Plata during the post several months. At the time
of his death he hod just entered the leading commitiee
of the Lo Plota region of the PST.

QOSCAR LUCATTI

He joined the party in the middle of 1972, when we
were preparing our activities in the electoral compaign.
He worked to build the PST youth group in the Ense-
nada area, He also worked at the Ministry of Public
Works in Lo Plata, where he wos a delegate.

GEORG JUNCLAS

1902-1975

by PIERRE FRANK

Our commade Georg Jungelos, who was a member of the
United Secretariat of the Fourth International from the
and of the second world war until the Tenth World Con-
agress (1974), when he was elected to the International
Control Commission, died in Cologne on September 11,
The entire Fourth International mourns the loss ond shares
the grief of his companion, Leni.

Georg's life embodied the so-tormented history of the
revolutionary vanguard of the German proletariat dur-
ing the past sixty yeors, Georg was born in a family

of Social Democratic convictions that was hostile to the
policy of the Social Democracy during the first world
war; ot the age of 14, he joined o branch of the So-
cialist Youth in Altona (a suburb of Hamburg) thot op~
pased the impericlist war and the betrayal of the Ger-
man Social Democratic party. During this period he wos
active in illegal groups and joined the Spartakusbund,
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which hod been founded by Rosa Luxemburg and Korl
Liebknecht. He participated in all the revolutionary
struggles going on in Germany ot the time; most espe-
cially, he took part in the Hamburg insurrection of Oc-
tober 1923, Becouse of his revelutionary octivities,

he was compelled to live underground in 1921-22 and
agoin in 1924-24.

Until 1933, Georg lived most often in Hamburg., A mem=
ber of the German Communist porty, he wos port of the
left wing led by Maslow, Ruth Fischer, and Hugo Ur-
bahns, the Communist leader of Homburg, Expelled

from the Communist party in 1928, Georg defended the
pasitions of Leon Trokky within the Leninbund, founded
by Urbahrs. In 1930 he participated in the founding

of the German Left Opposition, offilioted to the Inter-
nationol Left Opposition led by Trotsky, which was

later to become the Fourth International. He partici-
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pated in the international meeting held in Copenhagen
when Trotsky visited that city in November 1932,

After Hitler come fo power in 1933, Georg lived in
Germony illegally for several months and then emigrated
to Denmork. There he was active in winning Germen
emigrés and Danish revolutionary militants to Trotsky-
ism, Thus, he wasat the origin of the Danish section

of the Fourth International . Me met Trottky once again
in 1935 in Henefoss, Norway.

After the invasion of Denmark by German froops,
Gearg remained in the country clandestinely and par-
ticipated in the resistoance, particularly by contributing
to saving the lives of Danish Jews; after the war his
work wos officially recognized by the Danish authori=
ties. Arrested in Moy 1944, Georg wos transferred to
Homburg, then to Berlin, and then to Bayreuth in pris-
on freightcars bearing the notice: "Communist, degen-
erote dog to be slaughtered in cose of flight." Georg
escoped death only because of the MNezi collapse.
"Liberated" by American troops in April 1945, he wos
detained until 1944 by the Czech Communists who hod
token over direction of the prison in which he was
being held.

With his release from prison, Gearg again contacted
the leadership of the International, o leadership that
hed been reconstituted that same year at on Interna=
tional Conference held in Paris. He represented the

German saction at the World Congress of the Fourth

International held in 1948. From then on he partici-
pated very octively in the leodership of the Interna-
tional and its German section.

In 1945 Georg was virtually the only member of the
prewar German section who had survived the repres-
sion and hod not been politically destroyed by the
years of exile. Germany wes then In ruins, But while
the economic recovery of the country was to toke place
with prodigious rapidity, the political recovery of the
German working closs ond, even more so, the recon-
struction of o revolutionory vanguard, have eccurred
so slowly thot even today only a few steps forward have
been token. Georg devoted the best of his strength to
the difficult and often thankless task of recomstructing
the Trotskyist organization in Germany. For yeors he
travelled throughout West Germany seeking out mili-
fants one by one, working on the elaboration of the
policy of the German section and of the International,
ossuring the oppeorance of Trokkyist publications, and
collaborating with publications in which he expressed
the positions of the Fourth International . This was o
lobor conducted agaimt innumerable difficulties. In
spite of all the advene circumstances, revolutionory
Marxism ottracted people who wanted to prepare the
overthrow of the capitalist system; but the stifling,
apolitical atmosphere in Germany during that time
contributed to breaking o good number of those who
turned toword revolutionory Marxism.,

It was during this period — one which was not as tragic
as the one that preceded the waor, but which neverthe-
less did not offer fertile soil for revolutionary Marxism

— thot Georg gave proof of the greatest tenacity; he
never despaired, He was able to toke advantage of the
smallest opportunities that opened up in his country.
Furthermore, he was one of the fint to try to organize
the immigrant workers in Germany and to draw the Ger=
man workers movement toward this task ;. Finally and
obove all, he made on exceptional contribution to the
support of the Algerion revalution. His house procti=
cally served os @ political and erganizational center
for this work, and he particularly collaborated in the
Fourth International 's establishment of an arms foctory
in Morcceo for the FLN.

Georg corried out all this intense and difficult activity,
only a faint idea of which is offered by the dryness of
such a brief account, with much modesty and humor,
even in especially difficult moments.*

During recent years, when Georg's copocity for work
way reduced by age and ill health, he had the joy of
seeing the emergence of young forces, even in Ger-
many, who tock up the fight and gave unprecedented
growth and impetus to the Fourth International . In his
eyes, these young forces justified all the years of strug-
gle and his unshokeble confidence in the world socialist
revolution, which he hod maintained ever since his
odolescence. In 1971 he participated in the Congress
for o Red Europe, held in Brussels, where the brogk-
through of the International was demonstrated for the
First time,

Georg was able to preside over the founding of the
Gruppe Internationale Mardsten (GIM = Interna-
tional Marxist Group), German section of the Fourth
International, with its forces that, while still insuffi-
cient, are greoter than ever before. He could say that
he hoed genuinely built this section, in the sense that
it could continue to live and develop even ofter he
was gone,

| would like to conclude this short biagraphical sketch
with o few personal words. | first met Gearg in Berlin
almest forty~five years ago; we saw each other agein
in Copenhagen in 1932 ond ogain in Paris during his
years of exile. During the postwar yeors great ties of
profound friendship were forged between him and me.

| think | con say that we were the oldest and best
friends in the International. | saw him for the last time
a few months ogo; he was lying on a hospital bed. He
was hoppy about the victory that had just been won

by the peoples of Indoching and was os eager as ever
to hear about the activities of the Fourth International .
Georg's life wos a life of revelutionary combat. In
this combat, which the Fourth International is waging,
Georg will continue to live.

September 12, 1975

An interview with Georg Junclas giving details about
his activities before ond during the war appeared in
Quatrigme Intematiohale, No.3, July 15, 1972,
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In December 1974, the first congress of the Ligue Com=
muniste Révalutionmaire, French section of the Fourth
Intarnational, voted to publish o daily newspoper be-
ginning in January Y974, Since then, the whale orgo-
nizatian haos launched o compaign o raise the funds
needed toset up this indispemsoble political instrument,

[n Foct, tn osiluotion marked by the rise of workers
ond revolutionary struggles since 1988 (victory of the
Indochinese revelution; rise of the revalution in Par=
tugal, intersification of struggles against the diciotor-
ship.in Sgl]n‘ developmen! of worken I.*:ll-g-!_:h'_"i i ||I':f|y,
Britain, und France), a daily newspoper copable of
affering day-by-doy occounts of the struggles of the
working closs and all.sectors of society, of developing
militant solidarity with the H:.-:_;l:}h_’:. in l'..I:II.'rPE ard
throughout the woild, and of stimulating the debote
amarg the vorioan revolutionory forces, becomes a

necessity

In the context of the campaign for lounching the Qig=
tidien Rouge (Daily Rovoe), an international forum is
being orgonized in Porls, ot les Halles de lo Villette
an October 1B and 19. This forum will b= bath an ar=
fistic festival and o vast discussion among the LCR,
the Eurapean seciions of the Fourth Intemational, and
the voriows French and European revolutionory organi-
rofions. The idea i3 1o give a concigte picture of the
workerns democracy for which we ore fighting. A whale
series of central discussions orr plonned: the economic
crisis, Marxism today, the oppression of women, the
I'1r4|u'!'_r:L'hl'.' reévalution, the prass ond information, the
cily and revelution, socialist democrocy, the army,

show business ond revolution, ele

In addition, several hundred stonds have besn plonned,
._'_;rD._gpr_'d into areos arcund vorious themes: irnternalional
guestions, workers i|1|'=_\'.]__l'||‘33. independent women's
movement, woldiers, youth, culture. Specific discus-
sioms will be held in the fromework of these clustern

of stands. E-\,-O:':,I'Ih‘ng must be dane to stimulate discus=
sign and the mos! democrotic passible confrantatjon
oround the preblems that concermn the whole revalutions
aiy mavement .

Help launch the Quotidien Rouge; come 1o the lnler-
notional Farum in Parls October 18 and 19.

To support the "operation doily" financiolly, send con-
tributions by international money order o bank check
payable to;

Mile. P. Chenol

10 imposse Gueménde

75004 Parts, Fronce
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