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SPAIN
after the murder
of five militants

a brutal
turn )

by PACO R()BS > /

On the moming of September 27, five revalutionary
militants in Madrid, Barcelona, and Burges died under
the bullets of the Francoist firing squods, All Europe
was stupified, stunned. Hundreds of thousands of work-
ers ook fo the streets shouting their hatred and their
determination to prevent any new Froncolist crimes,
while the bourgeoisie nervouily wotehed the Francoist
regime sink inte o barbarous Insanity that may well pre-
cipitate its fall.

Fraom the many death sentences to the murder of the five
militants of the FRAP (Frente Revolucionario Antifascista
y Patriotica — Antifascist ond Potriotic Revelutionary
Front) ond the ETA=V (Euzkedi ta Askotosuna-V — Basque
Mation ond Freedom, Fifth Congress), from the adaption
of the decree-law against "terrorism"” to the demonstro-
tion in support of the regime, which drew 200,000 pes-
ple to the Plaza del Oriente in Modrid, the events in
Spain have token o surprising and disturbing furn during
these past weeks. The slow decomposition of the dicto-
torship that seemed to be following its irreversible course
under the hommer blows of powerful mass struggles looked
like it had been checked,

A trembling ond snivelling old man, Fronco still holds
the levers of power in iron hands. Behind him, the far
right is rofsing its head, while bourgeais circles are
bowing in silence. This reinvigoration of the for right
is not only the result of Franco himself regaining his
vigor. In foct, although there is o social laver that felt
the Portuguese events of April 25, 1974, like o blow

in the face, there are tens of thousands of functionaries
and state employess who constitute the doy-to-doy re-
pressive apporatus of the dictatorship.

Removed from many of the cogs of power by the very
evalution of the regime ond traumatized by the disap-
pearance of Correro Blonco, who represented on essen-
tial element for the continuity of the regime, and by
the tum token by Arias Navarro, who they had correctly
corsidered one of their own but who, upon formation of
his government, onnounced his evolutionist intentions
in his famous speech of September 12, 1974, these sec-
tors of the state apparatus in which the Francoist old
guord is concentrated have for a year and @ half been
engaged in a battle that is all the more active because
their very existence is at stake.

The experience of Portugal showed that the bourgecisie
was prepared to let these people go down the drain when
the dictatorship collopsed; it olso showed thar they
would be the first targets of the mass mobilization. For
a year now, trensfer requests from policemen stationed
in the Bosgue country have been piling up ot lightning
speed — on eloquent indication of the crisis of conscious-
ness. These sectors of the state apparatus, who con ex-
pect nothing from any evolution of the present regime,
na matter how controlled and gradual, hove found in
the recent events material for o counteroffensive the
violence of which is surprising.

But the latest events cannot be explained purely by the
excsperation of o given sociol loyer whose existence is
linked more than any other layer fo the survival of the
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regime, What really came through during these events
was the deep crisis of the leaders of the Sponish bour=
geoisie, a crisis that is strikingly illustrated by the bank-
ruptey of the Arios Navarro government and its inobility
ta develop o coherent political program. Although most
of the press was timidly echoing the international pres-
sure in fovor of measures of clemency, os soon as the
executions actually took place there wes an unfailing
lineup behind Fronco on the poart of all sections of the
regime, whotever their oppositional inclinations may
have been up to then.

The press, rodio, ond television lounched a hysterical
compalgn to support the regime, to the point that ane
would have thought it was the 1940¢ ogoin.

With the exaltation of fanatical nationalism ond the
ardant denunciation of communism and free masonry, it
was the crusade spirit of the wor years that marked the
borely audible speech the dictotor mode before the

200, 000 people ossembled in Madrid's Ploza del Criente
on the occcasion of the thirty=ninth anniversary of the
Froncoist regime, The size of this demorstration result-
&d above all from the meosures thot were token fo guar-
antee its success: systematic topping of the population
within a several-hundred-mile rodius of Madrid, shut=
down of the factories in the copital, poid holidays for
the stote employees. But more than an apporently miroc=-
ulous reconstitution of ¢ new mass base for the ragime,
the demonstration must be seen as representing the ad-
herence to the regime of still relatively large layers

of the troditional petty bourgeoisie, the some loyers

that have lined up ogoinst the revolution in Perfugal,

There should be no mistake, what oceurrad ar the begin-
ning of September was o brutal tum in the policy of the
regime and not a simple temporary shift fo satisfy the
hardliners.

The economic recession, with its trail of unemployment
and poverty, has only just begun fo hit Spanish society
full force. Powerless to crush the maoss movement of
which the Basque country represents the most edvanced
point, this regime has lost sight of any long-term project
and is no longer concerned with anything but survival,

It is copoble of killing ogoin, but it is incopoble of
halding off its own fall. The few bridges toward o peoce-
ful evolution of the regime that had been built with

such difficulty have now been demolished.

The coming confrontations and the new general strike
in the Bosgue country — a real notional mourning in
which hundreds of thousonds of workers have partici-
poted — show how near is the moment when the over-
throw of the dictatorship will be on the agenda. By try-
ing to restrict the development of the sitvation while
simply waiting for the death of Fronco or @ hypothetical
initiative by the general staff ramferring power o
Juon Carlos, the Communist party and the Spanish So-
cial Democracy are only prolonging the death agony

of a dictatership that hos sunk inte borborism. B
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'ROPEAN GOVERNMENTS

REACT

The "legal” murder of five paliticel prisoners by the
Frenco dictatership has not only provoked important
recctions from the workers and revolutionary movement
in West Europe, but has also geperated uncommonly
strong reoctions omang variows Social Democratic gov-
ernments in capitalist countries. Maost West European
gavernments recalled their ombossadors from Madrid

for "consultations, " and the Franco regime retaljoted
by recalling its own ambossedors from mest West Euro-
pean copitals. (An exception was the Giscord d'Estaing
government in France, which waited until four doys
after the executions before announcing that the French
ombassadar to Madrid, who was in Paris for personal
recsons, would be delayed in returning to Spain.) Some
prime ministers, Joop Den Uyl of the Metherlonds and
Olaf Palme of Sweden, for instonce, denounced the
senile Spanish dictator in terms rarely used ot the "gov-
ernment” level by bourgeois statesmen. Mexicon Presi-
dent Lufs Echeverrio proposed to expel Spain from the
United Nations until the regime is changed.

What is the explanation for these strong reactions, which
go well beyond anything that happened when the Basque
revolutionary nationalists were condemned to death dur=
ing the Burges trials in 1970 or when Salvader Puig An-

tich wos actually executed in 19747

First, the mass reactions among the organized workers
movement and the working class in general were much
wider and more universal this time, thus exerting greater
pressure on the political establishment in the bourgeois-

democratic countries. The systematic campaign of prep-
aration and mobilizetion waged by united-front commit-
tees onimated by far-left organizetions, among them

the sections of the Fourth International, produced good
results and sensitized working~cless opinion more than

in the post. The West European gevernments would have
had to pay an extremely heavy price for ignering the
wave of revulsion ond mobilization that spread through-
out the workers movement. They chose not to pay that
price.

Second, ever since the Infamous "ronintervention” pol-
icy of the French Popular Front government (led by the
Social Demoeratic Prime Minister Léon Blum) during

the Spanish civil war, the Franco dictatorship in par=
tieular and the "Spanish question” in general have repre-
sented the "bod conscience” of West European Social
Democracy. Spain also offers the Social Democratic
lsaders o good opportunity to “talk left" witheut com-
mitting themselves to anything, Violent denunciation

of a dictatorship In anather country is on easy woy of
diverting atention from their own resporsibility in
whittling down demacratie rights in many Western coun-
tries in which they share resporsibil ity for government
pelicies, like the repressive legislation enacted by the
Social Democratic government in West Germany or the
woge-freeze measures taken by the Lobour overnment

in Britain. On this occasion, however, the viglence of
mass sentiment and mass reaction forced them to make
some gestures, fo go beyond purely verbal denunciations.
Withdrawing ombassodars seemed o good way out, be-



couse it averted more rodical mass-action proposals like
systematic boycotts by trade uniors, halting of all mili-
tary, financial, and commercial collaboration, an em=
borgo on wedpons exports, elc.

Third, the special ploce occupied by the Basque national
movement in the anti=Fronco struggle and the porticipa-
tion of mony members of the lower ranks of the clergy
make the international Catholic workers organizations
{which have not insignificant weight in countries like
HoHand, Belgium, ltaly, and France] especially sensi=
tive to the Tssye. This is o big change from the situation
that prevailed ot the time of the Sponish civil war,

when the internationol clergy wos unanimous in ifs sup-
port for Franco's anti-working=closs crusade. This time

a significont section of the Cathelic lobor movement
added its pressure to that of the Sociel Democrots, the
Communist parties, and the revolutionary left, thus forc-
ing the West Europaan governments to moke some stronger

than usual public gestures "disapproving” Franca's erimes.

Fourth, the West Europeon bourgeoisie has drawn some
impartont lessors from the Portuguese experience., It
understands that it is a big mistoke to allow the organized
labor movement o monopoly in the struggle against the
Franco dictatorship, It expects this dictatorship o fall,
and it wants the fall to toke place under conditions in
which there are still a maximum of guarontees for main-

@ Lrance

The announcement of the confirmotion of the death sen-
tences aogoinst five Bosque and Spanish militents touched
off o powerful wave of protest in the French workers
and revolutionary movement. |t wos o wave thot swelled
up in foce of the total silence, and even open complic-
ity, of the Giscard d'Estoing government.

On Thursday night, September 24, the 2, 500 participants
ino meeting on Portugal in the Mutualité that had been
organized by the Ligue Communiste Révalutionnaire
(LCR — Revolutionary Communist Leogue, French sec-
tion of the Fourth International) left the hall ot midnight
and marched through the streefs of the Latin Quarter
chanting "Franco, foscist, assassinl" On Seprember 26
toward the end of the afterncon, when the news spread
that the death sentences had been confirmed, o spon=
tanecus assembly gathered in front of the Spanish em-
bossy, which was heavily guarded by the police of
Giscard and Minister of the Interior Michel Poniatowski.

a

INTERNATIONAL
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taining @ bourgeois state and a capitalist economy in
Spain and under which powerful bourgeois formations
can still emerge within the country itself. By occentu-
ating the internotional isclation of the dictotership and
doing some domoge to the commercial interests of the
Spanish bourgeoisie, the Comman Market capitalists
expect fo pressure copitalist circles in Spain fo assure
o rapid succession for the dictator.

Ironically, the greatest short=term advantage will be
gained by that sector of internafional copital that has
been most eynical obout France's crimes: the L5, im=-
periolists. The U.5. copitalists remained silent about
these crimes while the wave of protest spread across
Europe. They were busy quietly preparing the final stage
of their negotiations with the Franco regime over the re=-
newal of the U,5.-Madrid military allionce. Becowse
of the momentary isolation of the Sponish regime in
Europe, the price the Francoists had hoped to extract
for renewing the leases on the U.5. bases in Spain went
aawn .

The hypocrisy of the West Europeon defenders of "democ-
racy"” against Franco is indicoted by the foct that al-
though many ombossodors were withdrown from Madrid,
no government considered withdrawing from NATO,
which, through the U.5. militory bases and establish-
ment, maintains the closest militory colloboration with
the Sponish ormy. m

The assembly grew by the hour, as French and Spanish
militonts arrived. We should note that o small demonstro-
tion organized by the CP and the Young Communists
dissolved ot the Ploce de la Concorde ond never ap-
prooched the embossy.

Around 10:00 p.m. there were some clashes with the
palice, who used their tear gas with abandon. Several
thousand people marched in @ demanstration down the
Chomps~Elysées and the surrounding orea. The demon-
strators marched through the streeks of the capital until
3:00 a.m,, shouting their hatred for the Froncoist regime.
All the offices of representative bodies of the foscist
Spanish regime along the line of march were destroyed.
Violent police ottacks dispersed the demonstration at
about 3:00 in the morning os it wos attempting to reach
the embossy.

On Soturdoy, Seprember 27, ofter the executions were
announced, the Portugal demorstration that had been
organized by the far left in northern Poris was trorsformed
into @ militont anti-Francoist demonstration. It marched



from the Ploce de la République to the Gare de |'Est,
after which the orgonizers osked the demonstrators to
join with the trode-union contingents that were assem-
bling ot that time on the Champs-Elysges, The police
launched & violent attack at around 600 p.m., dis-
persing the demonstrators inte neighboring streets. The
press ond the rodio put a lot of empheosis on the destruc-
tion of 150 shop windows on the Chomps-Elysées at the
initiative of groups that were not part of the demonstra-
tion and in certoin coses were directly organized by
the police. The regime tried in this way to divert at-
tention from the powerful anti-Froncoist mebilization
ond to cover up ifs own shameful role os o prop of the
Franceist regime.

On Monday, September 29, the trade-union organiza-
tiors called for & 5-minute general strike, which was
broadly followed, ond on Thursdoy, October 2, they
colled for beycott actions against Spain,

On the night of Menday, September 29, there was a
demonstration of nearly 100,000 pecple called by the
porties of the traditional left and by the for left. There
again the Giscard regime showed ifs true face, viclently
throwing its police ogainst this pawerful demonstration
while Poniatowski was suggesting that it might be neces-
sary to ban these democratic demonstrations.,

@®Sweden

The mobilization in solidarity with the Spanish palit-
ical prisoners began rather belatedly in Sweden, for

a special reason: Until September 22 the octivity of

the revolutionary organizations and the reformist par=-
ties wos centered around the Chile solidarity demanstra-
tion (see repart elsewhere in this lssue of INPRECOR).
There were, however, some small demonstrations as

well a5 a propaganda campaign that paved the way for
@ much larger reaction later,

On September 27, the day of the execution of the five
prisoners, there wos a demonstration of about 8, 000

in front of the Spanish embassy in Stockholm. This dem=
enstration was supported by eleven palitical orgonizo-
tions ond solidarity groups responding to o call from

the Espafa Antifeseista Solidarity Committes, The

main slogans and bonners in the demonstration were;
Smash Franco! Freedom for all political prisoners |

and Breok diplomatic relations! Outside the embassy
the five murdered prisoners were honored by five min=-
utes of abselute silence, o silence that even the police
did not dare to break by arriving on the seene of the
demonstration. The demonstrators adapted a resolution
cordemning the Franco regime; this wos to be delivered
personally fo the ambossador, but he refused to open
the door. This led to an sutery of anger and some
clashes with the police, as people fried to get through
the police barricodes. After that the embossy was forced
to open it doors and the resolution could be delivered,
Cine interesting feature of the demonsiration was the
presence of a lorge number of older peaple, which re-
flects the fact that memory of the Sponish civil war
remains strongly rooted; many veterans of the civil

war participated .

There were also demomstrotions in some other cities:
3,000 in Géteborg ond 300 in Malma,

Throughout the lobor movement there has been o big
emotional reaction and some direct sirike and boycott
actions. Many trade unions adopted statements of soli-
darity with the oppressed in Spain. At Arlonda, the
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Stockholm airport, workers and employees went on

strike ogainst three Spanish aircraft that had been sched-
uled to leave for Spain on Saturday. But it wos o pas-
sive strike that allowed the Spanish crew, including

the coptains on the flight, to take care of the check-

in ond baggage loading themselves, A big delay in de-
porture wos caused, however,

Some unions plonned direct actions. The tronsport union,
the pilots union, ond the union of clerks decided

on a three-day (October 3-5) boyeott of all planes
leaving for Spain; this will prevent obout 10,000 pec-
ple from leaving on vacations to Spain.

The leaders of all the palitical parties strongly con-
demned the murders. So did all the daily papers in the
country. At the congress of the Sociol Democratic party
Prime Minister Olaf Palme made on extraordinarily
strong attack on the Spanish government. “The strangs
thing, " he said, "is that these god-domned killers are
ollowed to goon os they d~. After the second world
war there wos much tolk obout building o new Europe
based an demecraocy . But Europe still bears this infec-
tion of the post." He also ottocked the attitude of
MNATO, soying, "It is strange that they claim to defend
democracy by buying military bases from the fascists.”

@ Holland

On the evening of September 26 there were protest dem-
onstrations in front of the Spanish consulates in Amster-
dam and Utrecht and in front of the embossy in The
Hogue and on official Spanish labor office in Eindhoven.
The Eindhoven office was occupied by the demonstra=-
tors: the Amsterdam picket losted all night. The demon=
stration in The Hague was the largest of these actions,
with about 1,000 participonts. In general these demon-
strations, which were organized neorly instentanecusly,
were united-front actions in which the comrades of the
IKB (Dutch section of the Fourth International), Moalsts,
membere of the CP, left Social Democrots, cenirists,
and comrades from various other organizations partic-
ipated,

On the night of September 26 the Social Democratic
Prime Minister Joop Den Uyl called for a united moss
demomstration on Saturday, September 27, in Utrecht,
On the morning of September 27 there wos o demonsira-
tion of 1,500 in Eindhoven. An ad hoc united-front
committee mobilized obout 1,000 in Amsterdam. In both
cities, the CP oppoted calls for participation in the na=
tional Utrecht demonstrotion,

Seme 10,000 people turned out to the Utrecht demon-
stration. But the reformist orgenizations, which had not
expected such large porticipation, had not prepored
ony material infrostructure. (There were not even ade-
quate loudspeokers.) Consequently, a united front of
the revolutionary organizations, the IKB among them,
toock leadership over o large part of the demonstration,

B

shouting their main slogens: Boycott Spainl Their strug-
gle, our struggle! International solidarity| Death to
Fascism! and For a Red Spain! When Den Uyl colled
on the demonstrators to disperse, some 5,000 people re-
fused and followed the revolutionaries in @ lively and
militont demonstration through the city.

@®Germany

The scope of the mobilization, the various protest ac-
tions, and the political sentiment expressed during the
weekend of September 27-28 stood in the tradition of
the big Chile solidarity movement in West Germany.
During the weeks preceding the Francoist dictatorship's
murder of the five political prisoners, dozens of "com-
mittees agaimst the 'death penalty in Spain” arose, most
of them initiated and inspired by far-left groups and by
exile groupings of Spenish workers and militants. Begin-
ning with the end of August there were demonstrations,
hunger strikes, protests, and the osccupation of the Span-
ish consulate in Dusseldorf, in which the Gruppe Inter-
nationale Marxisten (GIM — International Marxist Group,
German section of the Fourth International} actively
took part.

Se thers wos o certoin preporation and organization, al-
thowgh it remained scottered, With the exception of the
Spanish exile groups, howewver, no orgonizotion of the
far left hod made Spanish solidarity the center of it
work . The GIM was primarily occupied with arganizing
insolidarity with Portugol, os were many of the other
far-left groups. The KBW, by for the strongest organiza~-
tion of the [or left, hod launched a sectarion but not
unsuccessful compaign against the abortion law and come
into the Spanish solidarity work only at the last mement.
Thus, most of the Spanish mobilizotions were improvised .,

On September 26, when the news spread that the death
sentences had been confirmed, there were spontaneous
meetings ond demonstrations in various cities. In Frank-
furt 2,000 people marched on the Spanish consulate,

A group of Spanish workers and German octivists occu=
pied the fomous Poulskirche, where the 1848 constituent
assembly took place, The demonstrators ot the corsulate
then moved to defend the occupation. The police at-
tacked the demonstrators with fear gas and water can=
non. There were fifty orrests; one Spanish comrode was
injured,

The mobilizations continued over the weekend. On Sep-
tember 27 a 4, 000-shrong demomstration in Frankfurt or=
gonized in solidarity with the Portuguese revolution wos
trarsformed into o militant anti=Francoist demonsiration,
In Essen o demonstration of 1,000 wos held. Some 2,000
demonstrated in Munich (including the lecal branch of
the Young Socialisks). About 1,000 demomstrated in
Berlin. In Hannover o demonstration of 700 in salidarity
with Portugal wos partiolly transformed into an onti=
Franco demonstration.,



On Sunday, September 28, about 1,000 people demon~
strated in Bonn. The Sponish embassy wos guorded by
tanks! Many churches were occupied (in Hamburg, for
example}. In Aachen 200 Spanish and German warkers
and octivists occupied the Dom, The Gedachtniskirche
was occupied in Berlin. In Heidelberg there waos a hun=
ger strike and an cccupation of the Helliggeist-Kirche.

Unfortunately, only a very limited number of industrial
workers took part in the mobilization. After the call
issued by the Infernational Trode Union Federation in

ol ot e SR

Geneva, the DGB (the German national trode=union
confederation) called for a 2-minute (1) "general strike"”
dt noon on October 2.

In past weeks o group of forty-eight Sociol Democratic
members of parliament had launched o protest against
the death sentences. The DGB sent a protest telegrom
to Fronco. Even some bourgeois peliticians (CDU Chair-
man Kohl) and the Bavarian Cardinal Dapfrer colled

for clemency on "Humanitarion grounds, "

BME

The Sponish events hod big repercussions in lely, both
before and affer the execution of the militants of the
ETA-V and the FRAP, In fact, throughout the month of
September there were succesive demonstrations whose
breadth and militant character recalled the Vietnam
solidarity demomstrations af the height of that mobilizo-
tion., Demomstrations took ploce in nearly all lorge cities
and in many minor towns os well,

In Rome the first demomstration, which drew a few thou-
sand people, was orgonized by the Communist porty on
September 4. On September & there was another demon-
stration in Rome, of chout the some size, orgonized by
the for left. Speckers at the for-left demomstrotion in-
cluded, omong others, a member of the national secre-
tariat of the CGIL (the lorgest notional trode-union
federotion), members of Manifesto-PdUP, and Alain
Krivine, of the Ligue Communiste Révolutionnaire,
French section of the Fourth International, who hap=
pened to be in Rome at the time, There wos anather
mass demonstration on September 17 with the porticipe-
tion of the Communist party, the Sociaolist party, and
the organizations of the for left. An estimoted 8, 000-
10,000 attended. Throughout the week preceding the
executions the orgonizations of the for left organized

pickets at the Piozza di Spoagne calling for solidarity
with the struggle of the peaple of Spain ogainst Fronco-
ism and goathering signotures against the executions.

The three largest crgonizations of the for left — Lotio
Continua, Manifesto=-PdUP, ond Avonguardic Cperala
— aleng with the Gruppl Comunisti Riveluzionari (Revo-
lutionary Communist Groups, [tolion section of the
Fourth International) and other organizations of the far
left had previously colled for o national demorstration
in Rome in solidarity with the Portuguese revalution; it
was scheduled to be held on September 27, the doy the
executions were onnounced. As It turned out, the dem-
onstration was centered mainly en Spain. For six hours
some 30, 000 people marched through the center of the
city in 0 mood of great combativity . The demonstration
was led by several hundred masked soldiers in uniform.

The leaders of the oction condemned the few octs of
vandalism committed ogdinst some shops that in no

way represented political targets {obout which there was
a big campaign in the rodie ond television). At the same
time, o short distance away, there was a demonstration
of the CP and the 5P, with the participation of represen-
tatives of the PSD| (Social Democratic porty), the PRI



(Republican party), and even some representatives of the
Christian Democracy. There were about 5,000 in thot
demonstration. The speaker from the Christian Democrocy
was roundly booed, At the Olympic Stodium before the
start of a football game between ltaly and Finlend,
40,000 people observed o moment of silence in memory
of the victime of the Fropcoist murders; o lorge number
of spectators shouted "Spagna Libera |" (Free Spainl),

Cn the same day, September 27, demonstrations alse
took ploce in many other cities. Especislly important
were two demonstrations in Milan — eoch of several
thousand people — one orgonized by the traditionol par-
ties ond trade unions, the other by the Far lpft.

On October 2 there was a 15-minute general strike
colled by the three trode-union federations. There were
new demonstrations that offernaon in many cities, the
largest of which was In Rome,

The port workers conducted boyeott octions against Span-
ish ships, and thera were similar cctions ot the airports
against lberian Airlines. In Rome and in many ather cit=
ies some Spanish buses were burned.

@®Switzerland

Since August, when the opening of the trials in Spain
wos announced, o vost solidarity movement has devel-
oped in the major cities of Switzerlond. Demorstrations
and church occupations were organized esoch week. The
Sponish consulate in Zurich ond the Spanish embassy in
Bern were occupied by anti=Froncoist militants during
the week before the executions. Wherever it was pos-
sible, the Ligue Morxiste Révolutionnaire, Swiss section
of the Fourth Internationol, pressed for the formation
of the broadest united committees. Where unity could
not be forged, the LMR commodes took the required sol-
idority initiatives themselves,

With the confirmation of the death sentences by the
Council of Ministers, the solidarity movement responded
immediately and the mobilization broadened. Mobiliza-
tions were organized everywhere, many of them attroct-
ing thousands of people. These were the moin demonstra-
Hons:

La Chaux-de-Fands: Demarstration of mare than 1,000
orgenized by the Socialist party, the Parti du Trovail
{the Communist party), the trede-union erganizations,
ond the LMR,

Zurich: Demorstration of 2,000 pecple, which ended
in frent of the Spanish consulate.

Basel: Occupation of the Spanish consulate,

Lausanne: Demonstration of 1,500 people after the oc~
cupation of @ square in the center of the eity during
the night of September 26-27.

Lugeno: Demonstration.of 1,500, occupation of the
Spanish consulate, and the burning of all decuments,
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Geneva: |t was in this city thot the lorgest demonstra=-
tion took place, with more thon 5,000 people. After
Filing through the streets and throwing pots of paint at
the focade of o Spanish commercial agency, the demon-
strators went to the Spanish consulate, which was guorded
by o large number of police. There wos a closh, for which
the Geneva police bear full responsibility. In Lugana,
where the police prudently refrained from intervening,
the cccupation of the consulate and destruction of the
documents tock ploce without closhes,

- The mebilizations against the repression in Spoin were

of unprecedented scope for Switzerland. Even more im-
portant, the orgonizations of the workers movement sup=
ported the mobilization in mony coses, even though thot
support was often more verbal than real, porticularly

os regards the united organization of the mobilization.
One thing is cleor: The permanent activity and the re-
fusal to bow to wait-ond-see attitudes on the port of

the vorious lecal committees forced o port of the work-
&rs maveament to support and participate in the mobiliza=
tions.

Although the demonstrations were lorge, they had one
essentiol weckness: They were arganized on a purely
lecol scole, without any real natisnal coordination.
Teday, howewver, if the solidarity mowvement is to spread,
it is indispersable to strengthen and coordinate the ini-
tiatives of the local commitiees. This must be done oround
the following oxes:

— denunciation of the crimes of Francoism, all frame-
up trials, and all death sentences; for the releose of oll
paliticol prisoners, agoimt the stote of exception and
the "antiterrorist” low;

— support for the struggles of the workers, poor pecsonts,
and all the oppressed of Spain;

— mobilization of all possible forces to demand an im-
mediate break of diplomatic relations with the dicrator=
ship.

The last point is especially impartont, The Swiss govern-
mant is one of the few Europeon governments that did
not take any public position before the executions. This
is primarily o result of the economic interests that link
Switzerland to the dictatorship, particularly in the realm
of orms exports. Switzerland exports more arms to Spain
than to any other country except lron.

In order to further this extension of the solidarity move-
ment, revolutionary Marxist militants hove proposad

thet 8 national demorstration be held an October 11 in
Bern, and they have set to work to realize the broadest
unity in gction with ol| the forces of the workers move-
ment wherever it is possible, But they also understand
that the initiatives of the most determined enti=Froncoist
militants ore now capable of drawing in other forces of
the workers movement and of thus enlarging the front
against the bloody dictotorship.



In Denmark there has been virtually unanimeous condemna-
tion of the Franco regime, both before and after the ex-
ecutions, Severs| demonstrations were held in Copen-
hogen before the tricls. The day before'the executions
there was o demonstration of 500, On the morming of

the day of the executions, several hundred pecple spon-
taneously gathered in front of the Spanish embassy. Some
of the embossy's windows were broken by the angry
crowd. In general, the murders met with o vielent re-
sponse. Social Democratic Prime Minister Anker Jgrgen-
ten condemned the octions of the Fronco regime ina
very strong statement ond recalled the Danish ambassadar
from Modrid, Some of the bourgeois press even proposed
a total boycott of Spain,

On September 27 the harbor workers in Copenhagen re-
fused to handle any ship coming from or destined for
Spain. The leadership of the national transpart union
decided to heed the call of the International transport
unian federation for o forty-elght-hour tatal blockade
of oll connections with Spain — ships, trains, trucks,
and airplanes,

The widespread sentiment in favor of o boycott of Spain
Is now centered around two goals;

1. All the tourjst trips to Spain, Mare thon 10,000 Danes
make frips to Spain every yeor, organized by the big
Daonish trovel ogencies. A boycott on this field would

be on effective blow ogainst Frencoism.

2. A footboll match is scheduled for October 12 in
Barcelona between Denmark and Spain. A Danish re-
fusal to play would be widely publicized in Spain ond
would be seen as an act of protest and solidarity,

The execution of five ontifascist militants In Spain
touched off on importont wave of solidarity actions in
Britain, os elsewhere in Eurcpe. On the day of the ex-
ecution itself some BOO Sponish and British militants
mounted an immediate demonstration in Landon,

On the following Mondoy (September 29) the Labour
Party Conference unanimously adopted a resalution
stating its "taral abharrence ond condemnation of the
death sentences.” I did not, however, call for any
practical salidarity action. Speaking to the conference
Jock Jones, the lesder of Britain's largest trade union,
the Tromspart ond General Warkers Union with ane and
a quarter million members, called for “the moximum
horassment” of the Franco dictatorship, He explained
thot this meant "stopping and delaying the looding and
wnloading of Spanish ships, the looding and unloading
of Spanish lorries, the loading and unlooding of Spanish
aircraft,”

A mass meeting of 2,000 dockers at the port of Hull
voted to boyeott all Sponish trade "until the Fronco re-
gime is ended.” At the main London airport of Heath-
row, shop stewards voted to hoycott the Spanish airlines,
lberia, “indefinitely." Might telephonists ot London's
international telephone exchange have decided to boy-
cott oll ealls to or from Spain,

Other transport workers have announced their support
for the 48-hour boycott of Spanish goads called by the
Internotional Transport Workers Fedemtion for October
2 and 3. They include workers ot the Sranstead airport,
the main railwoymen's unicn (the Natiornal Union of
Roilwoymen), and the Tronsport and General Workers
Union, which controls the docks ond road transport.

>,

@® Lisbon, Portugal

A dp S e
- ;
AT oy

e

L e :




B

L]
LA
m.

Pl
(N

4]
e
¥ i
'.".r"-éh E -1_1,:.
v
1

L

o« 3
:ﬂﬂ, A P"'
- 4 @

R 4

by C. MICHALOUX & A.UDRY

At the time of his inauguration ceremony, Porfuguese
Prime Minister Pinhairo de Azevedo announced with
great assurance his intention to restore outhority and
dicipline in the ammy.

On September 26, seven days later, he renewed his ap-
peal, this time with tome opprehension, in these terms:
"Only the discipline ond cohesion of the armed forces
and their allionce with the progressive porties and la-
beoring closses con isslate our enemies so os to defeal
them more easily.” In the nome of the struggle against
reaction and the "defense of the revalution, " the Por-
tuguese prime minisber wants to halt the independent or-
gonization of the soldiers and restore respect for the
military hierarchy |

The Socialist party daily A Luta revealed the real mean-
ing of these appeals: "Things ore very serious; the
armed forces have been eroded by politics, from the
simple soldiers up through the generals. Insteod of being
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o foctor of order in society, they ore toking the most
controdictory positions, without Irmspiring omong citizens
the indispemoble confidence and minimal security that
every community mus® possess in order to do effective
and productive work . " (Editorial in the September 24
issue,

The growing crisis in the Portuguese ormy is breoking
down the whole project of the sixth government, which
loocks more and more provisional . Newvertheless, this
government tried to accelerate the poce of its decisions
and make itself look firm and effective, Because of the
extreme difficulty involved in wsing the Copcon as an
instrument of repression, the government created the
AMI (Military Intervention Group). In foce of the de-
velopment of the SUV (Soldodos Unidos Vencerdo —
Soldiers United Will Win), it ordered the arrest of two
soldiers and the drawing up of a list of "ringleaders."
In face of the demonstration of the ADFA {Azsociation
of Wounded Armed Forces Veterons), the government



ordered the intervention of the shock troops of the Ama-
doro commandos.

But the government has suffered failure ofter failure,
The majority of the units assigned fo the AMI refused
to participate. The two arrested soldiers were |iberated
by a demonstration of soldiers and workers on the night
of September 25-26, The already massive support for
the ADFA tock a leap forword after the attempt at re-
pression,

The amny, cornerstone of the government's project, is
crumbling. The movement of saldiers, which arose out
of the interoction of the rise of struggles, the movement
of self-crgonization, and the crisis of the hierarchical
structure, and which initially logged behind the civilian
mobilization; is now outstripping the workers and peo-
ple's mobilizations., The very existence of this movement
con focilitate a new workers upsurge . In such a situo-
tion, the lack of a revolutionary leadership copable of
presenting o political road out of the crisis and of unify-
ing brood sectors of the working class is now being di-
reetly felt by significant layers of workers,

Hands off the SUV!

The general stoff understood the denger it wos focing
after the September 10 demonstration in Porto. (See the
interview with the SUV member published in this issue
of INPRECCR.)

It was not enough simply to place the problem of the

SUV on the agenda of the Council of the Revolution or
even to drow up o list of all the scldiers who hed merched
in the Porto demonstrotion. |t wos decided to strike ot
the: soldiers, to moke an example of them. The two sol-
diers were arrested under the flimsy pretext that they
were in possession of SUV leaflets. The general stoff

had chosen to moke i move in @ barracks in which the
level of mabilization of the soldiers was relatively low,

But this tactic foiled completely, The very doy ofter the
arrest of the two, Corporal Pinte aond Sergeant Figueiredo
of the EPI (Infantry Training Schoal) in Mafra, the sol-
diers of the barrocks assembled in the courtyard and
shouted "Free our comrades!" and "Reactionaries out of
the barracks!" Mot knowing that their two comrades had
been transferred to the Trafario fort neor Lisbon, they
odvonced toword the barracks stockode to turn Pinto and
Figueiredo loose. The officers who tried to stop them
felt the determination of the soldiers — physically. They
were thrown out of the way. The commander had to con-
voke o generol assembly of the barracks; he was met
with chants of "Fascists out of the borracks ]

The solidarity with the two orrested soldiers soon spread
beyond the walls of Mafra, Support motions were voted
in many barracks and telegrams were sent to the general
staff and the Council of the Revolution demending the
immediate release of the amested soldiars . In Moscavide~
Sacavem, a region where Figueiredo was well known as
on antifoscist militant, a demonstration organized by

the workers and tepants commissions in collaboration
with the soldiers was held in front of the EPSM (Proc-
tical Service and Marériel School of Sacavem), The sal-
diers of the EPSM and the workers called for the imme-
diare release of Pinto and Figueiredo, The EPSM com-
mander asserted his solidarity with this initiotive. Nev=
ertheless, several days later, he circulated a motion
among the career officers calling for the remowval of the
radicalized militio officers ond noncoms and for the re-
structuring of the regiment. When the soldiers heard
about this motion, they demanded that o general ascem=
bly be held; then, right in front of the commander and
the officers, they tore up the motion! The commander
then began to understand the limits of demagogy.

The SUV has won, the SUV will win!

In face of this solidarity movement and the recction of
the Mafra soldiers themselves, General Fabibo, the
chief of staff, supported and justified the decision of
the EPl commander to orrest Pinto and Figueiredo. In

so doing, he revealed his real objective: the liquide~
tion of the SUV. Fobido declared, "The SNV i an or-
gonization fereign to the orgons that structure the MFA
{Armed Forces Mavement) in the military units. The pun-
ishment inflicted by the EPl commander on the two sol-
diers of this unit Falls within the disciplinory norms of
the armed forces, This sanction was motivated by the
fact that these soldiers were corrying on propaganda

ond distributing lecflets In the barracks; leaflets of an
orgonization foreign to the structures of the MFA within
the unit, The cohesion and discipline of the ormed forces
are indispensable elements in the existence of the armed
forces and their copacity to operate in the service of o
truly socialist revolution.”

The 4,000 soldiers ond 40, 000 workers who marched
through the streets of Lisbon on the night of September
25 in response to the call of the SUV showed Fabido
what they thought of his'line, They procloimed loud ond
clear that it is the MFA ond not the SUV that Is foreign
to a truly socialist revelution. There wos no reference
ta the MFA ameong the slogons of this demonstration.
The slogon irscribed on the front banner, which was
symbolically corried by workers; peasants, and soldiers,
read: "Workers, peoswants, soldiers, ond sailors, united
we will win." Thot slogan reploced the habitual "Pec-
ple-pMFA Alliange "

When the demonstrators orrived ot the Edouvard VI Square,
o S5UV speaker asked them to go to the gates of the Tra-
fario fort (abaut ten miles oway) the following day to
demand the releose of the two soldiers of Mafra, But
there was o spontanecus ond unanimous response: "To-
doy! Right now!" The SUV speckers then asked tha bus
drivers of the Carris company, who were at the demon-
stration, dnd the military truck drivers to come farward
to take the wheels of some buses thot the demonstrotors
requisitioned from a nearby depot. Several thousand
demornstrators were then driven to Trafaria. At 2:30 in
the morning, Otelo de Carvalha hod to sign an order
releasing the two soldiers, on order thot wos met by the
chant, "The SUV has won; the SUV will win!"



This first victory inevitably had deep repercussions —

in Mafra in the first place, On October | a general as=
sembly of soldiers discussed o proposal to exclude all
reactionory officers from the barracks, remove the
commonder, and elect o new commander. Thus, the
slogen of the SUV "Reactionaries out of the barracks, "
first token up by the Mofra saldiers on September 23,
moved o step closer to actual realization.

This trend is already being felt in other barracks. At the
RPM ( the Military Police in Lisbon), @ unit in which
many officers are very radicalized, o general assambly
wos held on September 24 and voted o reselution con-
toining the following point, omong others: "The ossem=
bly accepts, with full sotisfaction, the proposal to oust
reactionary officers who ore desperately trying to pro—
voke division in the army. " The revolutionary soldiers
ond officers of the RPM thus responded to the charges
of divisiveness that had been made by Fobifo and
Carvalhe,

Wounded veterans sequester the
government

On September 29 the prime minister decided to send
troops to occupy Portuguese Redio-Television (RTP),
Radio Rencscengo, Rodic Clube Portugués, and Emisoro
Macional.

Officially, this was the major reason for the military
sceupation: “What began by presenting itself os o simple
movement for demands ond which deserved to be freated
justly, ended up by culminating.in the cccupation of
the installations of the national radio station {the offi-
ciol broodcasting stafion) and in on ottemp! to sequester
the government itself, which was meeting in o working
session in the residence of the prime minister. In the
wake of this escalation, it was planned, according to
the statements of the spokesmen of the movement itelf,
to paralyze oll life in the capitel." Here the govern-
ment was alluding to the struggle woged by the soldiers
and officers of the ADFA, an association that includes
30,000 veterons wounded in the Portuguese colonial
wars, These veterans, exasperated by the lack of any
social mecsures on their behalf, launched o movement
for their own demands on September 13,

The only way open to these seriously wounded veterans
in making themselves heard was to resort to spectacular
actions thot would alert the population. For example,
they used their wheelchairs to block off the three toll
gates on the highways leading into Lisban and let all

the cars go through free. Then they cccupied Emisora
Mocional, The workers of this rodio stotion allowed them
to speak and drew them into the process of editing news
bulleting on a regular basis. Finally, they decided to
occupy the 580 Benito palace, the seat of the Constituent
Assembly and the government. Throughout their struggle,
the ADFA militants received support from many militory
units, and they got special material ossistance fram the

military police (cors, food, clothing, lodging). Thus,
it wos these seriously wounded wor veterans, most of
them omputees, who "sequestered” the government ond
threatened Lisbon with poralysis!

In reality, Pinheiro de Azevedo, Melo Antunes, Fabido,
Zenho, and company were afraid that the forms of prop~
aganda used by the ADFA would be taken up by other
sectors in struggle. Until recently, the rodic — under
the pressure of the station employees — had been exten-
sively informing the population obout these varicus strug=
gles, With the ADFA, however, a threshold wes crossed:
Those in struggle were speaking in their own names, with
the collaboration of the worker of the radio stations.
Thot sort of development could step up the impact of
struggles and prevent them from becoming isolated ot e
time when the government is plonning on restoring so-
cial peace, Today it Is the ADFA. Tomerrow it could

be the soldiers of the RALIS (the Lisbon light ortillery
regiment], the RICQ (Operational Intervention Regiment
of Queluz), the Mafra EPI, or the SUNV who would toke
the floor and speak over the airwaves to hundreds of
thousands of workers. That wae the sequestering that

the government was ofroid of .

The active solidarity of the military police with the
ADFA herolded thot possibility. 5o it wos no accident
that the second major reason the government advonced
to justify the military cccupation of the radic stations
referred to the ormed forces: "In all these events, a
comman denominator could be detected: The intention
te undermine the foundations of discipline and order,
especially at the level of the ormed forces, which con-
stitute the moral reserve of the notion. A country in
which the information orgoars permit the destruction of
the civil and moral foundations of a multisecular social
pact ceases to exist.” These statements, worthy of a

de Goulle, hod to be mode in the nome of defense of
“the socialist revelution"; thot wos because of the so-
cial situation, “Socialism ond social justice, the invi-
oloble duty of the MFA and the government, cannot ba
built on anarchy, " the government claimed, The juxta-
position of these two assertions says o lot about the forms
that can be taken by the conservatism of the ruling class
during a period of revolutionary upsurge,

Occupation: to keep people quiet or let
them speak?

As soon a5 the occupation order was announced, resis-
tance began to be manifested in the army — ond on o
national scale.,

Af the CIAAC (Anti-Aircraft Intervention Center of
Cascals) on officer rejected an order to move ogainst
Rodic Renascenga, When the commander offered this
officer the choice of prison or obedience, he answered:
"] am going to join the popular deferse pickets defend-
ing the rodio station," On the afterncon of September
29 the soldiers of the CIAAC solidarized with the wark-
ers of Radio Renoscenge, They refused to be replaced



by the PSP (Public Security Police) or by any other troops
who "did not share the same ideas” as they did.

On October 2 they again defended the "revolutionary
radio station in the service of the workerns, peasants,
and soldiers” — side by side with the populor pickets.
In order to achieve its objective partially, the govern-
mant had to call in the Amodera commandes, who oc=
cupied the Bucara broadcasting station and prevented
the Rodio Renaoscenga workers from going on the air.
The soldiers of the CIAAC gove o good lesson to all
these who, in the name of democratic righn, had been
colling for the return of Redio Renascensa to its Former
owners: the reactionary, Salazarist Catholic church.

The paratrocpers of the DGFA (General Air Force Divi-
sion), who were sent to occupy Emisora Nacional, also
solidarized with the workers of the stotion, who refused
te apply government cemsorship to the palitical commu-
niaués of the organs of "popular power,”

At the Rodio Clube Portugués the RIOQ {Operotional
Intervention Regiment of Queluz), the militlory police,
ond the RTA (Train and Auto Ragiment) refused to pre-
vent broodcasts that did nof submit to the censorship
decree, When the government threatened to replace the
RIOQ soldiers with policemen in whom the government
hod confidence {even though it is dongerous to use the
police because of their foscist connotations), the RIOQ
soldiers declared: "Only other soldiers fram the RIOQ
will toke our ploce. "

At the RTP (the national radic shation) the soldiers of

the EPAM (Practical Military Administration School)
ossured the workers of their support. But the influence

of the Communist party prevented the establishment of

a workers commission functioning on a regular democrotic
basis. The trode-union delegates did not toke ony initlo-
tive to draw the soldiers into o response ogoinst the gov=
ernment censorship, even though the saldiers were pre-
pared for this. |t would have been tarally pessible to
produce o specidl radio broadcost turning the microphones
over to the delegotes of the workers commission and o
the delegates of the soldiers, os was done af Redio Clube
Partugués.

Sons of the people

In Porto the movement of resistance to the government
meosures was also felt, even though the government
had not decided to occupy the stations in the Porto re-
gion.

The reaction of the soldiers of the general headgquarters
of the northern military region was exemplary. The ini-
tlatives taken by the soldiers and the militia officen
and the debate that took ploce between them ond the
reactionary officers expressed the radicalization and
politicization of the most advanced sectors of the anti-
militorist movement,

The soldiers of the general headguarters were ardered
corsigned te barracks, The soldiers then learned that
the officens, meeting in the saldo nobre (nable salon)
were |istening to o report from the commonder about the
reasone for this order, The 130 soldiers, sergeonts, ond
militio officers decided that they should also go to the
salfio nobre fo discuss the report of the commander, @
Major Maia. Just os the soldiens entered, one soldier
scolded the commander: "We ore not onimaols, We also
want to know why we have been confined to barracks.”
The major replied magnanimously, "1 don't know why.

| think 1t's becouse of the situation in Lisbon. . . . The
cccupation of the radio stations is correct. The rodios
were bothering o lot of people and disturbing sociol

"

peoce.,

A soldier stood up: "Now listen te him, Since some peo=
ple ore pissed off about the redio you hove to cccupy
the stations, shut people up, ond cul off the veice of
the workers. RR (Rodie Renoscenga) and the other sto-
tions let the proletarions speak, Tomorrow, when some
people, like an employer or @ copitalist, get pised off
about a strike, then the army is going to have to cccupy
the factories. The next doy, when the reactionary af-
ficers get pissed off obout the occupations of the saldes
nobres they'll arrest the sldiers.”

Another soldier: "We ore here, o5 sons of the people,
to tell you that we will never fire an the people.”

Major Maia: "You ore sons of the people! What am |,

a son of a biteh?" Then, turning to o militia cfficer,

he shouted: "l know you've elready occused me of being
privileged,"

The militio officer tock that ane on the fly: "MNot only
you, but all the career officers and even us, the militia
officers, we're privileged, You con see that all kinds
of ways, When we walk into the barrocks the soldiers
have to salute. In the courtyard they col| us ‘mister’
and we call them 'hey you.' They get 250 escudes o
month ond we get at least 4,700, And 10,000 is-net so
umsueol. But os my comrode soldiers tell me, they den't
put all of us on the other side of the barricodes. But
we're not going to show them we're with them just by
moking some so-called revelutiongry and secialist
speeches, We have to prove it in real life, mainly by
opposing any kind of militarist repression ageinst the
soldiers' struggle.”

For o while the debate went on like that. The saldiers
salemnly declared: "Just so Maia does not make @ mis-
take like Carvalho did, we state right now that we will
refuse to carry out ony sort of measure agoinst the work-
ers." Main, who wos getting depressed, walked off into
the corridor, muttering, "I'm transferring to the reserves.
| just can't toke it any more. | just can't foke it."

A first test

September 29 was the first time the sixth government
made a practical test of the possibilitias of actually
carrying out its program. They failed in this first test,
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not so much becouse of o popular reaction os because
they were unable to moke use of the instrument that is
needed for ony repressive policy, the army. There just
s no-ather instrument,

In foct, the mecsures the government tock octually stim-
ulated the radicalization in the army and Eush&:d the

"||

army fo toke a g tative step forword both in 1|“r€- frend

baward self- uu,:unlzahcf' ﬂnd in the trErbd Tc:-wor-d Eﬁﬂl‘.‘r-

||,n|rl1'__3 links between the mgl:r‘i‘j of the workers and the

organs of the soldiers, This is especially imporfant since
this battle — this almost complete defeat for the govern-
ment — took place around the mass media, which ore

decisive in o revolutionary crisis. Radio ond television

could become irstruments for centralizing o workers of-
fersive freteod of being imstruments for centralizing the
energies of the counterrevalution.

Evan the RIOQ, o regiment where the majority hod voted
in faver of the Mele Antunes document, is now holding
o general assembly to discus the election of o “soldiers
cammizsion. t C- & ptember .:'ltl in the borrocks of the
RALIS [Lizban light artillery regiment) thers wos @ meet-
ing of delegotes from Lisbon military units to set up o
coordinating body o signed fo "protect the cﬁ|n: of the
wc..lm A Csplml October 1, 1975. | The meeting
WL rr'r-nrl-:u by delegates from 'he RALIS: the military
p{|1|._u (RPM): the Coostal Arti ||'r_‘r‘y Rﬂ'g:mEH! [RAC):

the Paratroopers, Riflemen, and Sailors of Alfeite; the
Research and Trommissions Brigode (BRT); the Infantry
Regiment of Setibal (R15): the General Depot of War
Matériel (DGMG); the Air Force Detection, Alert,
Control, and Interception Group (GDACI); the Procti-
cal Tromsmisions School (EPT); the Aeronautics Maté-
riel Service {SMAS: the Almadea Fort; and the sailors.

The government had trouble assembling the troops that
were supposed to form the AMI, commanded by Brigadier
General Nung Viriote Tavore: de Melo Egidio, a gen-
eral who was widely known as a torturer in Mozambigue.
In fact, the RIOQ, the EP| of Mafra, the paratrocpers,
and the sailors have already refused to juin the AMI,

On the other hand, coordinating bodies of the unifts of
the Lisban region are now beginning fo be et up success=

Nevsrlheleul a|| rh;s muzt not g:w rise to camplu:enr
optimism. First of all, the estoblishment of the SUV in
the Lisban region is still only in its beginning stages.
The only guarantee for ifs continuation is the emergence
of "oldiers commissions,” And the trend toward the
development of these commissions, while certoinly vis=
ible, is far from generclized, So long as that trend is
not fu||y realized, the danger of sectorion divisions oc-
cording to political loyalties exists. When the SUV orose,
the Cammunist party, while not openly oppesing it,
launched its own oppendage: the ARPE {Revolutionary
Association of Infantry Soldiers). The UDP (Unido
Democrético Popular — Popular Democratic Union) is
exhibiting more or less declared oppasition fo the SUV.

The creation of "soldiers commissions” mey take place
in various ways (tramsformation of the SUV, emergence
of struggle committees ogoinst repression, emergence
of committees built around material demands), but it
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remains an objective that must be attained if brood layers
of soldiers are to be won away from the grip of the mili-
tary hierarchy and its many maneuvers.,

The foct that the deep rodicalization in the army and
the overall mobilizations of the toiling classes are out
of phose is a charocteristic feature of the present con-
juncture. Some groups that fail to see this ond lend too
much weight to the existence of the radicalization in
the ormy are tending to develop adventurist and militarist
positions. The PRP-BR {Partide Revoluciondrio do Prole-
tariado~Brigodas Revoluciondrias — Revolutionory porty
of the Prole mariat-Revolutionary Brigades) hos gone 20
far as to say thot "insurrection is on the agenda." This
is combining with the position of the Gongalvist sectars,
for whom the struggle ogainst reaction is obove oll a
military struggle; they leave oside the orgonization of
self-deferne, which has to be combined with the devel-
opment of the orgons of "populor power."

In the bourgecis camp, the recent defeat will occelerate
decisions oimed at consolidating o i"._.:'.“.f'l[? striking force
that is relioble even if restricted. The only gain thot
has been mode by the government so far has been the
shutdown of Radic Renascengo, which waos done by oc-
cupying the Bucaora broodcasting station with troops of
the Amadora commandos, directed by the reactionary
Jaime Meves,

For the bourgeoisie, this points to the rood that must be
followed. The precipitous return of troops from Angola
(@ contingent of 5,000 scldiers is supposed to return fo
Portugal during the next few weeks) moy enable the gov-
ernment fo comstruct the skeleton of such o striking force
and restore the confidence of the officens Tn many units.
The government still bas 20,000 troeps in Angole; in
principle, they are supposed to be withdrown before
Mevember 16, when Angelo becomes independent, These
troops could be combined with the police, within which
there hove been some shokeups.

,ﬁ.mc.nc_: the officer corps the intensification of the erisis
of the hierarchical system will stimulate o right-wing
crystallizotion omonyg the lorge mojority, which may
moke cerfnin government decisions easier,

These meosures may be combined with civilian mobiliza-
tions, o new rise of paramilitory octivities by the fos-
cists in the Morth, and an increase of terrocism in the
Lisbon region, where the "pied=-noirs" of Angola will
provide a reserve ormy. Confrentations on o higher level,
with more decisive social violence, ore drowing closer.
The erisis in the ormy alreody indicotes that the soldiers
will stand on the side of the workers,

Lisbon, October 2, 1975

P5. On October 3 the hierarchy went over to the of-
fersive. On thot doy o general assembly in the
CICAP (Instruction Center for Vehicle Drivers in Por-
to) voled unanimously (312 for, 0 ogoinst, & absten-
tions) to oppose o purge medsure ogainst twio lieuten-
ants and five soldiers. The peneral staff in Lisbon
responded by dissolving the CICAP, When the soldien
resisted, Copcon commandos were sent ogainst them.



an interview with
a member of the

SUV

The following interview with o member of the secretor-
iat of Soldodos Unidos Vencerdo (SUV = Soldiers United

will Win) wes teken in Porto on September 23,

INPRECOR. The SUV made it first public appearance
during o préss conference in Porta. Thot was the con=
ference that jssued the call for the September 10 demon-
stration. Con you tell us how the SUV originated?

SUV. The SUV emerged in the northern military region
for remsons that are peculior to this arec. |n the MNorth
it was quite clear who the enemy wos; the rise of reac-
tion was obvious . That enabled us to develop unity of
action in the barrocks as o response fo the reactionaries.
Thus, in the beginning, unity in oction was established
amang the milifanks of the Portuguese Communist porty,
the far-left (that is, the MES, FSP, PRP-BR, LCI, and
LUAR), and the UDP.*

The first steps in this movement go bock to mid=July,
when the political-military crisis broke out full force.
Some soldierms; sergeants, and militio officers began fo
get fogether to ergonize exchonge of information about
the growing counterrevolutionory activity of the officers
omong vorious units in the Morth, Essentiolly, these
officers were trying to get the soldiers ond militio of-
ficers who hod distinguished themselves in struggle
thrown out of the barrocks,

This purge, for which the reactionary officers were not
even bothering to look for disciplinary pretexts, was
directed ogainst what they called "partison and divi=
sive elements, "  which means revalutionary militants,
This is what hoppened, for example, in the CICA (In-
struction Center for Vehicle Drivers), the RIP {In-
fantry Regiment of Porto), ond the CIOE (Instruction
Center for Special Operations) in Lamego. When this
offensive broke out, it become clear that the soldiers
were not orgonized lo oppose it.

*MES: Movimento Esquerda Socialista — Left Socialist
Movement; F5P: Frente Socialista Popular — Populor
Socialist Front; PRP-BR: Partide Revoluciondrio do Pro-
letariodo~Brigadas Revoluciondrios — Revelutionary
party of the Proletariat-Revolutionary Brigades; LCI:
Ligo Comunista Internocionalista — Internationalist
Communist League, Portuguese sympathizing organiza=
tion of tha Fourth International; LUAR: Liga de Unl&s
e Acglo Revoluciondrio — League of Revolutionary
Union and Action; UDP: UniGo Democrdtico Populor
— Popular Democratic Union,
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The first initiative wos to drow up a complete list of all
the instances of repression in order 1o work out how to
respand,

Brigodier General Corvacho became the target of the
right. He wos the commander of the northern military
region. The right occused him of being & communist.

In fact, he had supported the orgons of "populor power"
more consiskently than most of the leftist officers in the
MFA (Armed Forces Movement),

For example, he hod protected the Porto Municipol
Council, which in reality is an organ of control of the
Administrative Commission (the moyoraity). It is com-
posed of representatives of the workers commissiors,
tenants commissions, trode-union representotives, and
delegates of the ADUs [Assemblies of Unit Delegates
in the army). In addition, Corvacho had set up o vigi-
lance apparatus within the army that wos linked to the
worker commistiont ond tenonts commissions; its fosk
was to struggle ogoinst the foscist commondos of the
ELP and MDLP, whick ore rather active in the North.
(The ELP, Portuguese Liberation Army, ond MDLP,
Democratic Movement for the Liberation of Portugal,
led by Spinola, are rightist paramilitory ocutfits = [MN=
PRECOR.)

Thut, by teking aim at Corvacho the reactionaries were
actually taking oim at the aytonomous populor organs
and the strugales of the soldiers. They understood that
the presence of Corvoche mode this task more difficult.

The coordinating body that we set up enabled us to
gather information; we thus became motally convinced
that reaction hod set up o real parallel command cen-
ter, which included secret meeting of career officers.
We found out that in the course of one of these meet=
ings (in which almest all the officers of the region had
participated) it hod been decided to remove Corvocho
from the military region; this had been decided by o
majority of around B0 parcent.

The career officers presented this decision as coming
from all the units of the Morth. To show their opposi-
tion to Corvocho and put pressure on the general staff
they decided to confine seven northern units to barrocks
while Corvacho was in Lisbon to participote in the
Council of the Revolution. Now, aceording to the rules,



such an order connot be given except by the commander
of the military region, that is, by Corvoche himself.

We immediately reacted against their claim to be speak=-
ing in the name of the military region when 935 percent
of the forces of the region (soldiers, militia officers,
and sergeants! hod not been corsulted in any way —
and for good recson! Also, we were aware that the or-
der consigning froops to barracks could have led to con-
frontations for which the soldiers would hove borne the
costs . Because of all this, we had to organize on @
higher level. We had no intention of serving os connon
fodder in settling dissension among cliques of officers,
the partisons and stakes of which had been hidden from
us. We rejected the idea of the officers speaking in

the name of the military region without having gone
before the onit general assemblies ora geperal oi-
sambly of the militory region, which is the only body
that could have expressed the position of the military
region and made decisions.

It was around this theme that the first SUV leaflet ap-
peored. We emphasized the foct that one of the objec-
tives of reaction wos to establish discipline in the army
by concentrating its offensive in the North, which it
considered os o solid base, You have to remember that
nlong with the purge measures o reac tionary wove was
also developing; it wos getting social support from wari=
ous loyers of the petty bourgeoisie, the small-holding
peasantry among others. These fascist attacks were hit=
ting the CP, the revelutionary arganizatiors, the trode
unions, ond the organs of "populor power” too. In Braga,
for instance, the foscists attacked the pecples’ market,
which is where the self-monaged factories sell their
products.

In other words, recetion was developing o real strategy
on o regional scale, The reactionaries were tomally de-
rermined to reintroduce iron discipline in the barracks

i order to be able to more ecsily use the soldiers agalnst
the warkers ond even against their own orgonizations.

IMPRECOR. How did the scldiers recct o this foscist
wove during the summer?

SUV. At the time, the reaction of vorious unifs wos
for from positive. For example, the soldiers of the RIB
(Infantry Regiment of Braga), who the foscists were in=
citing by telling them that the communists wanted to
confiscate the peasants’ land, marched behind the fos=
cist ringleaders, socked the headquarters of the CP,
and even attocked some CP militonts. | want to siress
that on the one hand the recruitment of troops for this
was done on o regional basis (that is, mest of the sol-
diers are sors of the peasants in the region) and on the
other hand at that time the fraining of the soldiers, in-
cluding of the militia officers, wos strongly reactionary
in choracter,

The Braga barracks of the RIB was commanded by an af=-
ficer wha stood ot the heart of the reactionary conspir-

acy against Corvacho. His name woas Colonel Soares.
loadrne b e enming from the northern peas-

antry have no tradition of struggle, unlike the peosants
of the Alentejo. Finally, after April 25, 1974, the lot
of the peosonts and their families hardly improved ond
even got worse In some CAses,

Nevertheless, many of these soldiers participated in
the September 10 SUV demaonstration in Porto.

INPRECOR, How do you explain this change? | con
Srderstand how the most radicalized and paliticized
<oldiers immediately took up the struggle against reac=
tion, but how con you explain the rapid rodicaolizotion
of these nonpoliticized soldiers who are strongly influ-
enced by resction, like the soldiers at Braga For axom-
ple?

SV, Since April of last year the soldiers have mode
their gains in @ very uneven woy. These gains have
been made practically on @ barracks-by-barracks baosis.
In some barracks, for exemple, where the soldiers are
proletarian in compesition and have o tradition of strug=
gle and organization linked to the workers movement,
things went pretty for toward o real tramsformation of
the internal life of the barracks, Especially inLisbon
the soldiers were even able to impose their own forms
of arganization. But that sort of development is still
strongly limited,

In the North and in the interior of the country there
hos been no substantial change in most of the barrocks
since April 1974; sometimes there has been no change
at all! Brago represents one of these types of barracks .
The diffsrences ameng various barracks ore enormous .

At first, the SUV was linked to the inftistive of van=
guard elements who were often militants of the revolu=-
tionary organizations and did not have on immediate
mass influence

The radicalization tock place on the basis of the wol-
diers' need to respond to the oppression resul ting from
militarist discipline and from o hierarchical system in=
herited from fascism, os well os the miserable material
living conditions. The SUV become established os o
mass organization becouse of ik ability to express these
aspiratiors in terms of concrete demands and to link
them to the struggle against reaction.

Up to the beginning of 1975 it was the workers commis=
sions and the tenants commissions that held the initia=
tive In strugales. In a certain sense, the soldiers were
logging behind. In lorge part thot was due o the mis-
leading prestige of the MFA. This waos expressed, omong
other ways, in the myth that “all of us, MFA officers
and soldiers, are revolutionories and have to respect
discipline, for that s our strength." This prestige wos
an obstacle to the movement of the soldiers in favor of
thelr own demonds.

But the soldiers began to get tired of this “revolutionary”
phraseclogy, which was preventing them from develap=-
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ing their own instruments for edvancing demands, and
expressing themse|ves within the army, ond from putting
farward their own positions on the main political gues-
tiors on the ogenda.

Thus, demands come up around pay increases and free
trarsport. In foct, for many soldiers o single trip to see
their family wos encugh to almost complately wipe out
their pay. Also, demands were raised about the quality
of the food, the differences between the focd eaten by
the soldiers, noncems, and officen.

On the basis of such demands, the struggle and the
methods of combat of the workers were able to penetrate
the army, taking adventage of the generolized crisis

of authority. The officers then began talking about "agi=
tation" in the army.

This type of radicalization set the stage for challenging
the MFA — and that was essential.

INMPRECCR. Why and how did this breck with the MFA
take place?

SUV. When we saldiers raised demands, we found our-
selves running up ogainst the officers, some of whom
were members of the MFA, These officers were nol anly
frequently applying militarist discipline; they were also
proving to be incopable of sotisfying aur demands .

This resulted in the soldiers in uniform taking some dis=
rance from the MFA; this wos nof felt so clearly by the
civilian workers, who had moved into struggle eorlier
on.

All this mode our task easier and increcsed our audience
amang broad layers of soldiers in the region (in the
North). This distrust was alsa built up around the theme:
“We have been wronged; the officers are speaking in
our name, but we were never corsulted.” This wos im=
portant in denouncing the attempts of the right to use
the soldiers ogainst the workers and ogainst other sol=
diers. These explonations were combined with propa=
ganda about the need fo respond to the conspiracies of
reaction.

INPRECOR. You have talked about the basis for the
ereation of the SUV. But how was the threshold crossed
from @ sort of coordinating body of militonts exchanging
information o o real mass movement?

SUV. We quickly noticed that the soldiers were sensi-
five 1o the themes we were raising. But we did not offer
any orgonizational guarantee mssuring them that our
movement could really roke up these demands and de-
ferd them ogairst the hierorchy. It wos therefore neces-
sory to work out some way to express this latent combot=
ivity, something that would give the soldiers confidence
in their own strength and their own capacity for self-
organization.
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A central demorstration in Porto capable of topping all
the forces of the military region seemed to be the mast
sffective way to do this. We orgonized the demonstro-
tion over o two-week period.

The call for the demonstration was not restricted to the
barracks, We directly oddressed the indepandent orga-
nizations of the workers, calling on them fo support our
movement, The response we got from these organizations
indicated how much they hod been hoping for this kind
of initiative. They were waiting for o resporse fo the
reactionary danger, which they saw wos coming closer
and closer, apporently without any opposition. A cer=
tain fear began fo spread among the workers. The Sep-
tember 10 demonstration in Porto oltered this atmosphere,
and the soldiers would no longer oct as they had in
Bragao!

‘You have to understond that in two months, after June,
the atmosphere in the Morth changed very fast, Whereas
previously the members of the PPD (Partido Popular De~
mocrdtica — Popular Democratic party, the largest bour-
geois party in Portugol — INPREC OR) and especially

of the CDS (Centro Demecrdtico Social — Democrotic
Sociol Center, a rightist party — INPRECOR) hed Found
i+ difficult to publicly demonstrate their political ad-
herence fo reaction, in August they were promenading
through the streets of Porto openly wearing the insignic
of their parties. In order to hang up their posters, the
militants of the workers parties had to organize o de-
fand themselves against attacks by rightist goons; litera-
ture stands of the CP ond the MDFP [ Movimento Deme-
crético Popular — Popular Democratic Mavement = IN=-
PRECOR) were burned in Delgado Square, and provoco=
teurs were frying to prevent sales of mewspapers in the
city itself.

The response of the soldiers has broken this reactiontry
offensive, at least for the moment.

After our press conference on September 7, the workers
commissiont naively went to the general headquarters
and said, "We heard the SUV appeal on the rodio and
we've come fo support the demonstration ond fo find
out what we can do to help prepare it.” They were
going to say that to reactionary officers |

INPRECOR. Hod you planned on getting such o massive
response from both the soldiers and the workers?

SUV. It was the biggest demonsiration in Porto since
the first of May 1974, The response went considerably
beyond what we hed hoped for. There were oround
30,000 workers; mony people thought it was even more
than that. There were about 1,500 soldiers. That mode
it the largest demonstration of soldiers in all Portugal.
Seventy-one soldiers come from Coimbra. About thirty
soldiers come from Brags, even though we had not car-
ried out any propaganda activity in the barracks there
because of organizational weaknesses. These soldiers
came fifty miles to attend the demonstration; they left
at-5:30 p.m. ofter they were off duty, even though they



had been ordered to return o the barracks before [0:30
that night. That was one of the greatest victarias of the
demonstration. Delegations came from all the borrocks
within a Fifty- or sixty-mile rodius of Porto; sometimes
they requisitioned military vehicles for transportation
to the demonstration. (That happened inLomege, For
instance, Fifty miles from Porto,) Mandated delegetions
from Lisbon come to support us from the RALIS (the Lis-
bon light ortillery regiment), from the military police,
ond from the BRT {Research ond Transmission Brigade).,
The demonstrotion did not have simply a regional im-
pact; it affected the whole national situation,

Confidence omeong the soldiers grew rapidly ofter the
demonstration. They came from all berracks to make
eontact with us and discuss the problems of orgonizing
o SUV in their own barrocks. We then moved to set up
a real mass orgonization capable of organizing the sol-
diers in the borrocks and enabling us to coordinate and
distribute moterial there, Obviously, this is only the
beginning. Our weaknesses are still great and the hier-
archy is already moving ogoinst us, as could hove been
expected,

EFPRECGR, What were. the consequences of the demon=
stration in the barrocks?

SUV, At the CICA 1 in Porto, where we hod been un-
able to respond to the purge measures only a few weeks
before and where the officers were very reactionary,
there was a really beautiful demonstration in support
of the Chilean workers an September 11.

At 1:45 in the ofterncon 300 soldiers ond draftees went
to get some arms from the arsenal and ossembled in the
courtyard of the barrocks with these orms, without au=
thorization, They formed up in ranks ond held o moment
of silence in honor of the Chileon workers, and then
they shouted, "Laong live the Chilean workers!" The
commander then ron up, accompanied by his officers.
Ore of them shouted to the soldiers, "You ore now
going to go on maneuvers.” Then, all togethar, the
saldiers tock up one of the slogans of the demonstrations:
"Reactionaries out of the borracks!" In the general
heodquorters of Porto there were three separate mess
halls, one for soldiers, one for noncoms, ond one for
officers. Three doys ofter the Porta demonstration, some
soldiers calmly walked in and sat down fo eat in the
officens' mess. The next day all the soldiers occupied
the officers' mess, Since that day there has been @
struggle to eliminate the separate mess halls and unify
them.

The reactionary officers were strenuously opposed to
this, just as they are opposed to common living quarters.
These reactionories are unable to think up eny argument
to support this attitude; it wos the officers that call
themselves leftists who provided the erguments, which
said: "These officers must not be shunted to the side~
lines; that is very dangerous. We need good tactics,
We have to give up these demands, otherwise you're
going to definitively push these officers Into the comp
of reaction."”

INPRECOR. Hew do the structures thot have been set
up by the MFA, like the ADUs (Assemblies of Unit
Delegates), relare to the "soldiers commissions" that
the SLNV is seeking to set up ond stimulote?

SUY. The ADU is a body of representation that exists
in all the barracks; it's compulsory. This bedy is com-=
posed as follows: 50 percent rank-and-file soldiers,

the other half noncoms, militio officers, and professionol
noncoms and officers. The presence of the commonder
is compulsory. Inasmuch as these bodies ure composed
50 percent of soldiers, and inasmuch os it is often the
most combative soldiers who cccupy these posts (in most
cases, they ore not mlected), the ADUs are a thorn in
the side of the officers. They throw the hisrarchical
system out of balonce. Because of this, we are working
within the ADUs, We fight within them for pushing for-
ward the demands of the soldiers, and through this ex-
perience we are oble to moke the soldiers understond
that these ADUs connot fully corry out the tosk of de=
fending the soldiers,

Many political currents had big Hlusions about the pos-
sibilities of the ADUs. Today the emergence of tha SUV
marks o widely understood breck with this type of or=
gan; the SUV is struggling for the formation of indepen-
dent "soldiers commissions, " to use the term used by

the workers in the focteries and neighborhoods,

These commissions must represent the will of the soldiers
as expressed in general asemblies; they must be elecied
and recollable.

In Lisbon the |inks between the soldiers and the workers
commissions and tenants commissions hod been estob-
liched, and ore still maintoined, through the vehicle

of the ADUs. There is some ambiguity to this, But be-
couse of the combativity of the waorkers and the very
deep crisis of the hierarchy in this region, the linkup
between the independent orgons of the warkers and the
ADU nevertheless goes beyond the project of the MFEA,
In the rést of the country, on the other hand, the ADUs
have tended to become instruments for reestablishing
discipline, For exemple, the officers hove sought to
get the ADL to toke disciplinary measures ond they
are becoming disciplinary councils. Hence, under these
eireumstonces, they can become channels through which
to integrate the workers commissions, tenants commis=
sions, and populor assemblies, in counterpotition to the
independence of these bodies. It s thus very important
to struggle for the creation of rtal independent bodies
of the soldiers.

INPRECOR. But don't you risk driving owoy o loyer

of officers who have alrecdy demonstroted their solidar-
ity with the soldiers? Do you think you ean actually
win these officers to your project?

SUV. Proctice has already proven that by oppearing
os a cleor alternative to the hesitations and concessions
of the MFA the 5LV can convince o not insignificant
number of officers to come aver to the side of the sol-
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diers and workers. To reach this goal we emphasize the
rejection by the officers of any measures of reprassion
agoinst the soldiers and the affirmation that the struggle
agoinst reaction can only be the work of the soldiers
and workers united, To the extent that the officers re-
spond to these criteria in proctice, they offer sufficient
gssuronces to be integrated into our ac tions, we believe.
Dozens of officers have alreody joined us.

INPRECOR. The sixth government has openly asserted
Th will 1o restore discipling in the army. What measures
are being token ogainst you'?

SV, When the first SUV leaflet come ouf, an order
was given by the chief of staff, General Fabido, call=
ing for the seeking out end compiling of lists of SLV
"agitators. " After the demonstration, asimilar messoge,
addressed to all unit comme wders, called for the listing
of all the participants in the Porto demonstration. Lists
are already circulating in the barrocks — lists of poten-
tiel “ringleoder. "

In face of the development of the SUV, and especially
the creation of @ SUV in Lisbon, the Council of the Rev-
olution immediately put the question of the SLUV and
tha crisis in the army on it ogenda. The Council of
the Revolution hos already indicated what ifs line of
attack will be: The SUV divides the army and serves
‘eacticn. We know, for example, that the intelligence
bionch of the general staff in the MNorth has just made
investigation of SUV members [ts fop priority. |nvesti-
gotion of members of the ELP and of their links with the
CDS has been dropped to second priority.

In Mafra two compodes ware imprisoned becouse the of -
Ficers had found SUV leoflets in their footlockers, They
were sent fo the Trafario fort near Lishon. We have ol-
ready organized o resporse 1o free them. That very
morning the soldiers of the Mafra Infontry School assem=
bled in the courtyord of the barrocks. There wos o real
pitched battle between the soldiers and the officers,
among them the commander, who tried to prevent the
soldiers from demomstrating for the releose of their two
comrodes, @ sergeant and o soldier. (The S5UV demon=
stration in Lisbon on September 23, just two days ofter
this demonstration in Mefra, liberated the two impris=
aned soldiers. The September 25 demonsiration was at-
tended by 40,000 peaple, who morched behind 4,000
soldiers in uniform — INFRECOR,) Even though the
SUV is a very recent creation, the strength of the re=
sporse expresses both the soldiers' semsitivity to the de-
monds that have been advanced and their will to defend
the SUV. For example, the saldierns of the Coimbro
Center come 1o the Morth to get leaflets in arder to or=
ganize the defense of our two comrodes., ldentical ini-
tiatives were taken in @ whole series of barrocks where
we didn't have any confacts,

At the general headquarters in Porto the SUV hos already
begun to respond fo the accusotion that it is divisive.
We have demanded thot a general assembly be held

around the essential point: "Why are they drawing up
lists of the SUV?2" The answer is given in the SUV
leaflet that s now being distributed: " They are drow-
ing up lists of the SUV because it is @ 'partisan’ orga-
nization. But the officers are ollowed fo express
themse|ves endlessly; they con organize, as hos been
proven in the North. IF no accusations are made ogainst
them, it is simply because they are members of the

top bross. We also demand the right to organize, 0%
workers in uniform.”

INPRECOR. Cre of the slogans in the call for the SLUV
Torsratrotion in Lisbon on September 25 is: "“Workers
and soldiers, popular self-defersel” Why?

SV, The government wenfs to restore discipline in the
army at any price, because it is already thinking of
using the army against the workers so as to resfore arder
in society as o whole and stabilize copitalism,

We tell the soldiers that our own organizetion, the re=
sponse that we can organize against the government's
policy of reestablizhing discipline in the army, is pos-
sible only if the workers are also capable of resisting
on the military level . Our propaganda around seif-de-
ferse puts the stress on the central rale of the werlers
commissions and fenants commissions and their linkup
with the soldiers. This task of self-defense is one of the
most pressing questions.,

INPRECOR. What are your immediate plans?

SUV. For the immediate future the main thing is fo sef
up & notional structure for gur movement, The Lisbon
press conference of September 21 and the demonstration
of September 25 should enable us to make this leap for-
ward , Everything suggesns that the Lisbon demonstration
will be even bigger than the Porio demonstration.

If the SUV emerged first in the North, the reason for
that is simple: The need to struggle ogainst reaction
was felt more directly in the Morth, The development
of the SUV in the South will allow us to raise the fevel
of the demands, to clarify our oversl politicol pesitions
on the guestion of @ confrontation with the regime, and
ta utilize ond generalize the very odvonced experiences
of struggle in the borracks of the Lisbon region,
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The SUV Manifesto

1. The SV (Scldiers United Will Win) is a united anti-
copitalist and anti-impericlist front that orises ot o time
when fascist reaction is orgonizing cgoin, moking use
of the hesitations and divisions introduced omong the
workers o5 well as the policies of governmenis that ore
neither willing nor oble to defend the just demands
raised in the struggles of the workers and peasants, of
whom we, soldiers, are o part,

2. Already on severol occasions we have made conces-
sions to the bourgesisie, particulerly by subordinating
our struggle to the alliance with the MFA (Armed Forces
Movement}, o movemen! of officers which, becouse of
its contradictions ond hesitations in the post, serves a
counterrevolutionary policy today. This has cost us. not
only the abondonment and hostility of important loyers
of the population (notably among our peosant brothers),
but also the demaralization of many fighters in our own
ranks and hos resulted in sluggishness in foce of the eoc-
tionory offersive inside and oubside the barracks.

The SUV sets itself the hask of unleashing an indepen-

d_-en? oifersive u:_u class basis;

= To struggle for o democratic life in the barracks by
imposing the election and democrotic functioning of
the ADUs (Assemblies of Unit Delegates), the free
circulation of the workers and people's press and

propagonda, ond the holding of general assemblies of
soldiers each time thot we call for them;

— To struggle for the formation of soldiers commissions
— organs of power of the workers In uniform in the bar-
racks — elected ond recallable at any time by general
assemblies of soldiers;

— To stimulate and deepen the liaison with organs of
popular power (workers commissions, villoge councils,
tenants commissions) strengthening the power of the ex-
ploited through Popular Assemblies.

— For the expulsion of reoctionary officers;

— Against al| attempts ta purge progressive military
men;

= For the improvement of the living conditions of the
soldiers {ogainst the poor poy, for free transport, for
common quarters ond mess halls, ogainst militarist dis-
cipline).

3. The UV struggles with all the workers for the prep=
aration of conditions that will permit the destruction

of the bourgeois army ond the creation of the armed
forces of the werkers power: the revolutionory people's
army .

ALWAYS, ALWAYS AT THE SIDES OF THE PEOPLE;
THAT IS OUR WA TCHWORD |

WORKERS, PEASANTS, SCLDIERS, AND SAILORS,
UMITED WE WILL WINI

SUVAPPEAL

TO WORKERS & SOLDIERS
OF EUROPE

We Portuguese proletarions are now golng through some
particularly difficult moments in sur revelutionary
struggle agoinst the bourgeoisie, capitalism, and im-
perialism,

A year and o half ofter the fall of the foscist dictator=
ship, capitalist reogtion is redoubling its ottacks in
the foctories, the fields, the neighborhoods, and the
barracks, utilizing either insidious demagegy or cpen
terrorist violence, but alweys with the same gool: to
stop the progress of the ollionce of workers, peasants,
soldiers, and soilors, an olliance leading to the estab-
lishment of workers power; to prevent ot any price the
abolition of the class privileges it has won through ex-
pleitation and oppression; to prevent jts disoppearance
as a ruling closs,

The bourgeotie ond the capitalists still have powerful
weapons; two of these are especially threatening, un-
less we are able to fight back in time. The First is our
disunity, eur inobility to push our independent offen-
sive through to the end on o real closs basis. On many
occosions we haove made this concession to the class
enemy, natably by subordinating our struggle to the
allionce with the MFA (Armed Forces Movement), o
movemant of officers whose contradictions ond hesita-
tions have cost us the abondanment and hestility of im-
portent layers of the population (especially the rural
population), the demoralization of many fighters in
our own ranks, ond sluggishress in foce of the reaction-
ary cffensive inide ond outside the borrocks.

We have to be oble to counter this danger with our own



closs orgenization by breoking down the militarist
hierarchy ond roising on overall challenge to the power
of the state apperatus of the bourgeaisie, of which the
army is an integral port. The creotion of the SUV ond
the demanstration the SUV organized on September 10
represent important steps in this direction, especially
when it is recalled that this formidable responsa of
50,000 workers (amang them 1,500 soldiers and sailors
who marched in uniform inspite of the escalotion of
militarist moneuvers and repression) tock ploce Ina
region that has been the center of the terrorist offen-
sive and of recctionary demagogy .

The second pawerful weapon in the honds of our closs
enemies is undoubtedly the broad internotional support
from which it benefits. That is the result of the commen
interests that link the exploiters throughout the world.
Recent history shows us how powerful and terrible this
weapon is, this counterrevolutionary potentiol of im-
perialism. It is up to us, puoletorions of Europe, to de-
termine the forms of bottle, which can be waged only

through our class solidarity, through the organizoiion
ef sur national struggles into a single international
battle to moke sure that any attack by imperiolism re-
ceives the response it deserves: the indestructible force
of the entire internotional workers and people's move-
ment,

Today it is Portugal. Tomorrow 1t will be Spain, France,
Italy, and others. Difficult battles are approaching.
Against the common enemy our common solidarity is
urgent and necessary; it is for this thot we oddress you.

LONG LIVE MILITANT AND COMBATIVE PROLE-

TARIAN INTERINATIONAL IS M!

PORTUGAL SHALL NOT BE THE CHILE OF EUROPE!
WORKERS, PEASANTS, SOLDIERS, AND SAILORS,
UNITED WE WILL WIN!

Soldades Unidos Vencerdo (Soldiers United Will Win)
September 12, 1975

by C. MICHALOUX & A.UDRY

The military occupation of the rodio and television sta-
tions in Lisbon hos foiled completely. On the military
fiald, the soldiers of the units ordered to corry sut the
occupation declared their solidarity with the news work-
ers. (See the orticle "An Army That Says No.") On

the political field, ofter three doys the government was
compelled to officially rescind its opplication of cernsor-
ship and to fall bock on the decree-low on the press,
which has never been respected before anyway.

Thus, the weekly O Jornal could write in ils Ociober 3
editarial; "The new government is now gpproaching the
second week of ifs existence without hoving yet been
oble to apply the minimum program it originally an-
nounced,” The daily newspoper of Rooul Rego (former
directer of Repdblica) indicoted, in its own way, the
assential reoson for this incapocity: "The soldiers are
paid by the people, all the peaple, both conservative
and revolutionary, to give us all o feeling of security
(sic). If they are fo carry gut their duty as citizens and
if they are not o simply demand revalutionary rights,
then they must corry out the mission that has been as-
signed them, which is te maintoin security. By stonding
with folded arme during the roging of o fire that dishon-
ors the community (the reference is to the refusal of the
Lisbon light artillery regiment to protect the Sponish
embassy in Lisbon — INPRECOR), they are defaulting
on their sbligations as military men ond they become
counterrevalutionories (sic), for they are then leaving
the community at the mercy of ony odventurer or crim=
inal " (Editorial in A Luto, October 2, 1975.)

For the moment, all the projects that were announced
with greot fanfare by the sixth government beil down
to @ single concern: regein @ grip on the amy in order
to remedy what the reoctionory monthly Econdmio e
Finangios calls an "originol situotion: the soldiers ore
destroying the ormy." There are more and more meef-
ings of the general stoff. Commanders who hove been
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thrown out by their soldiers ore descending on Lisbon
seeking ways o restore the military hierarchy.

In two weeks this government has been exposed before
broad mosses as a rightist government. The stinging de-
feat inflicted on the government by the soldiers hos
played o decisive role in throwing its political charac-
ter into relief. In this sense, the resolute oction of the
soldiers has trapped the CP on o tightrope becouse of
its palicy of critical support to Pinheiro de Azevedo.

But olthough this defiance and opposition exists, the
mass movement as o whole has not achieved a level of
initiotive comparable to the movement of soldiers.
Several contributing factors are responsible for this still
largely walt-and-see attitude omong the masses, One
of these factors has been the capitulation of the Com-
munist party and the Intersindical (the trade-union fed-
eration). Another is the inability of the far left to pre-
sent concrete objectives that would ollow the brood
vanguard to draw larger sectors into action. But these
foctors are topped off by a complex phenomenon, The
first important initiative of the government was broken
by the resporse of the soldiers. Hence, the bourgeais
offensive is not seen by the mosses as @ concrate threat
that strikes ot them directly. Becouse of thot, the bour-
geois offensive has not stimuloted & counteroffensive
enabling the mosses to toke decisive steps in the realm
of self-deferse or in the realm of generolized and coor-
dinoted mobilizations.

Thus, the genuine fermentation thot does exist is not
leoding toward a centralization of the organs of "popu=
lar pawer, " although o tendency in this direction is
now oppearing in local oreos,

The reconquest of discipline

On September 30, speaking to a demonstration of the
Socialist party, the Partido Popular Democrdtico (PPD
— People's Democratic party) and the PCP-m| (Portu-
guese Communist party-Morxist-Leninist), Prime Minis-
tier and Vice-Admiral Pinheiro de Azevedo shouted,
“The reconquest of discipline is our mojor objective "
President and General Costa Gomes echoed those
thoughts from Moscow, where he was visiting: "Qur
independence is important, but discipline, order, and
respect for authority are even more importont today "
{Diario de Notfcios, October 3.)

The vice-odmiral and the general are obsessed by their
soldiers. On the eve of the September 25 Lisbon demen-
stration of the SUV (Seldodos Unides Vencerfo — Sol-
diers United Will Win), twenty=four commanders of
military regioms gathered under the leadership of Chief
of Stoff Fabido. They thought they could still Fire up
the MFA (Armed Forces Movement) for one more attempt
to contral the ranks of the army. They decided thot
“the organt of the MFA on the unit and military-re=
gion levels shall be revitolized, amplified, ond made
more dynamic so as to guerantee the necessary discipline
ond cokesion of the armed forces and thereby avert the

crea tion of porallel bodies in the borracks." Since they
believe in the miroculous power of fakse information,
they set up @ "press cobipet” 1o initiate "activity clor-
ifying military decisions before public opinion."

The officer corps today is trying to recentralize its enar=
gies ond rediscover its cohesion in order to create the
preconditions for @ Firmer response, apart from the great
exhortations about the "dynomization of the MFA, "
which 15 supposed to "avert the creatien of parallel
bodies." Meoreaver, ot leost for now, the officer corps

is no longer oiming at reconquering the army, but in-
stead wants to separate cut the troops that are still un-
der the control of the authorities . On Cctober 2 Pinhei-
ro de Azevedo met with the chiefs of stoff of the threa
branches of the armed forces, the commaonders of the
AMI (Military Intervention Group), Copcon (Continen-
tal Operations Command), the PSP (Public Security Po-
lice), and the GNR. The discussion centered around
their concern for achieving success in their attempis to
regroup the “reliable” units ond to work out new tasks
for the PSP and GIMNR T the realm of maintaining arder,
Thee Council of the Revolution occepted these measures,
That same night, o "general ossembly of delegates of
officers in the novy" — officers whose "leftist" reputa-
tion hod seemed well established — opproved by a large



majority a motion supporting the meosures of the prime
minister, The "considerations” section of the motion
stoted that: "The recent eruption of excessive demonds,
parallel to the systematic incitement bath te Trsubordi=
nation within the armed forces and to generalized civil
disobedience, constitutes a frontal challenge to the
ability of the MFA ond the government to leod the
country towerd socialism,” The text continued, "The
actions decided on up to now by the prime minister and
president of the republic, with the opproval of the
Council of the Revolution and the government, con pro=
duce lasting ond positive effects only if total support,
canfidence, ond agreement of views among their com-
rodes in orms, regardless of where they stand in the
hierarchy, are extended to the higher-ups responsible

for these decisions.”

It is not hard to see how much the growth of indepen~
dent activity among the soldiers is occeleroting the
process of recomposition of the hierarchy ond how much
these professiona| officers, supposedly "revolutionaries,
understond the necessity of taking o homogeneous atti-
tude toword the decisions of the government. The de-
mond of this ossembly that this motion be distributed by
the news media jllustrotes he exemplary velue that the
navy officers, hitherto comnsidered block sheep by the
militory hierarchy, attach to their pasition.

This movement of recomposition of the hierarchy corries
& dynemic that could ropidly escape the control of the
supporters of @ "socialistic" MFA and could thus leave
the Initiative in the hands of thase who have always
been advocotes of o strict military discipline that rootks
out all political debate among the ranks of the army.
Those people are now moving to the attock. On Octo-
bar 2 in the Momnsante GDAC] (Air Force Detection,
Alert, Control, and Interception Group) Cophains Sobral
Cesta and Sousa Fereira were kicked out by the com-
mander . Sobral Costa was o signer of the Melo Antunes
document, His purge wos correctly understood by the
soldiers os o reactionary initiative, In @ general assem-
bly they supported these officers and refused to join the
AMI, the new repressive military bedy, of which their
unit was supposed fo be one of the components.

The leadership of the Socialist party, in the midst of its
campaign for low and order, went so far as to organize
a demonstration insupport of the Amodoro commandos,
the only shock troops on which the government can still
rely in Lisbon. The SP declored that the Amadora com-
monder, the reactionary Jaime Meves, was "the victim
of on abject slonder compaign. . . . This compaign is
part of the maneuvers aimed at sowing indiscipline ond
confusion in the ormed forces with the objective of de=-
stroying certain militery units ond placing others in the
service of o minority group of putschists. The comman=-
dos are not reoctionary, they are with the people and
the revalution. . . . |t {the revelution) nzeds disci=
plined armed forces like the commondos." (A Luta,
October 3.)

Let us hope that the militants of the SP will not some
doy find themselves pondering thot sort of stupidity in

the Compo Pegueno — under the surveillance of united
and disciplined commondos.

Long live the fearless admiral!

The Socialist party is frightened of the crisis in the ermy
and the impotence of the government. In order to coun=
terbalonce the immediate mobilizations of the far left
against the military occupations of the radio stotions,

o demonsfrotion was convoked to support Pinheiro de
Azevedo. The PPD, of course, supported the demonstra-
tion. So did the CDS (Centro Democrdtico Social —
Democratic Social Center, a rightist porty), but the
CDS concealed 115 party insignia, unlike the PCP-ml,
whose contingent of 150 militants morched under the
banner "MNot o single social-faseist in the stote oppara-
tus!" The PPD is no longer content simply to participote
in the government. Mow, for the first time since the
Palma Caorlos operation in 1974, it s fully supporting
the government in the streets as well. One of the slo-
gons chanted by all the demonstrators wes "Pinheire

de Azevedo, forward, fearless!"

The SP emerged as the force most capable of mobilizing
people for this. In foct, however, its ronks were smaller
than they hod been during the demonstretions collad
after the resignation of the fourth government: 30, 000
people at the most. It is true thot these 30,000 were
easily tronsformed into 150,000 for the SP leaders. The
petty bourgeoisie ond civil service employees occounted
for virtually all of the SP troops. For this kind of demon-
stration the SP finds it difficult to drow in workers,
either in Lisbon or Parto, Those workers who voted for
the SP or ore members of it follow the SP in trode-union
activity, where the emphasis is put on "union democrocy’
against the bureaucraotic control of the Intersindical by
the CP; but they will not come out to support the vice=
admiral ,

The SP's mobilizing capacity stands cut both because

the Far left has shown itself incopable of utilizing its
potenticl strength, which is significant, in respanding
concretely to the government measures and becouse the
CP ordered its members not to participate in the Septem=
ber 29 assembly in front of the ministry of information
protesting the militery occupation of the radio stations.

After noting that the admiral had been unable to apply
his palicies in tpite of the support of the "people in
struggle” (who were supposedly represented by the SP
demonstrotors), the Soores leadership sought to turn the
tide by creating out of whole cloth a sufficiently dra-
matic reason for the SP milifants, demoralized by the
ineffectiveness of their leadership's proposed solutions,
to mobilize ogain. On the night of October 1=2, the
SP leaders issued a series of calls for people to bleck
the road, with barricades if necessary, against & myste-
rious far=left coup d'etat and o fictitious march on Lis-
bon by the peasants of the Alentejo. That was the 5P's
own July 18! The workers of Porto and Lisbon did not
budge. £



The links between o section of the working=class rank
and file of the SP and the party leadership are getting
very tense at the moment. For many, this government
seems prepared to challenge their gains. The govern-
ment's refusal to meet the demands of the ADFA (the as-
sociotion of wounded veterons — see the orticle "An
Army Thot Says Mo") "because that would leed us to
hoving to meet the demands of other sectors of society”
(that's how the Socialist minister Almeida Santos put 1t}
hos played a role in stirring up doubts omong the work=
ing=class ranks of the SP about the policy of this govern-
ment, the majority of whose members are Socialists,

Here ogain the sectorionism of the for left octs to pre=
vent these fissures from being widened. In fact, the
major axis of the policy of the FUR (Frente de Unidade
Revoluciondrio = Front of Revolutionary Unity) consists
of osserting that "to crush foscism it is necessary to de-
feat Social Democracy.” The FUR is incapoble of under-
standing the contradictions that exist between the SP's
project of stobilizing o Formal beurgeois demoeracy
(alang with the repressive tasks that flow from this and
along with the ropid cutflonking of the 5P on the right)
and the largely working-class composition of the So-
cialist party on o national scale. The sectarianism of
the FUR, like the CP militants' ostrocizing of SP work-
ers, does not allow for transforming the doubis of these
SP workers into o radical defiance of the government
ond the Social Democratic leadership.

Military occupation for democratic
order

The CP reactred to the cccupation of the radio stations

by sitting bock with folded arms. In @ communiqué dated
September 29 the CP declared that "measures of such
gravity and repercussions on the present complex ond
dongerous political situation hove been taken without
any consultation of the CP, which commands influential
political strength and holds certain governmant respon-
sibiliries." The CP very quickly bocked away from o
central test of strength. It scurried to squelch the maoves
toward o general strike that were brought up by some
sectors of the Intersindicol on the morning of September
29, The CP raised only one slogan for it militants:
"Don't gooutl"” Although the radic ond television work-
ers had obviously not called on the troops to cccupy the
station, the CP declored in abstract ond ombiguous
terms: "Measures of military intervention can be justi-
fied in the defense of the revolution (the universal theme
of Azevedo ond Soares) and of the democrotic arder,”

The essence of the CP's policy lies in the twofold asser-
tion of the necessity for the unity of the MFA, where
the Gongalvesists have their ploce, and o redistribution
of ministerial posts that would allow for redoubling “the
authority of the orgors of power" and would lead to "a
real broodening of their base of support.”

An editorial in the CP paper Avante offirmed: "In order
to estoblish real authority and discipline in the armed

forces, the structuring of the MFA requires not the con-
sumation of a break batween sectors that are all part

of the revolutionory process in spite of their differences,
not @ position of hegemony for this or that tendency

and o repudiation of the others occompanied by o purge
of the left, but instead the rapprochement and reunifi-
cation of the mojor tendencies with a view roword de-
fending liberties ond comstructing o democratic system,
toward fighting together ogoimnst the donpger of fascist
counterrevolution.” (Cctober 2.)

With such o line, it is not surprising thot o corsersus
should be achieved in the general ossembly of navy
delegates between the right-wing sectors and the ex-
partisans of the Gongolves government or thot the 5P
should be thrilled with the "progress" that has been
mode by these sailers.

The CP adopted an identical ottitude about the crection
of the AMI: "An intervention force to guarantee the
democratic order must necessarily be o force in the ser-
vice of democracy; that is the essential characteristic
that will enable it to cccomplish its mission.”

The CP does not want ta contribute fo touching off any
central mobilization thot would lead to o confrontation
with the government, the bourgecisie, and the military
hierarchy — not ot any price. Nevertheless, the CP

has to toke occount of the independent mevement of
soldiers.. To respond fo this pressure ond to answer the
SUVY, the CP launched the ARPE (Revolutionary Associa=
tion of Infontry Saldiers), whose first manifesto declared:
"What are these gentlemen afraid of 7 They fear that
the revolutionary soldiers and officers will definitively
toke the degrodotion of the bourgeois army in hand and
create a deémocratic and revolutionary army in the ser-
vice of our people."

In the Intersindical as well, foced with challenges to
its line by left-wing currents, the CP militants are con-
strained to call for "workers control in all sectors of
the economy, the initiation of revolutionary activity
which has nothing to do with the meosures that have
already been token, but which must be ploced in the
service and under the control of the soldiers, sailors,
ond orgars of populor power, "

At the same time, in his speech to o meeting celebrating
the fifth enniversary of the Intersindical, Joime Mocodo
colled for "the broadening of the government toword

the populor forces, " which is the dominant orienfation
of the CP. In the most recent period, the CP hos espe-
cially ralsed its vaice in the Alentejo, in order to dem-
onstrate its ability to mobilize people and at the some
time to avoid toking any risks on the central political
field.

When the sixth government was formed, the CP leader-
ship had greot difficulties pushing to get ifs line of
semi=-participation ond semi-opposition occepted by
many of the members. Some worker militants had even
begun to see an allionce with the FUR as the embryo
of an alternotive policy in foce of the oscillations of
the CP leadership.



But the adventurist policy of some of the organizations
of the FUR, which to some extent is also the policy of
the FUR itself, allowed the CP leadership to moke a

counterattock and to seek to reestablish it outherity

among its own rank and file, Denunciation of the lefi-
ists even reappecred in the editoricls of Avante; "The
counterrevolution and the peudorevolutionary prove=
coteurs are using mercenaries and adventurers who are
setting themselves up in Portugal outside any control "

Missed opportunities

The FUR reacted immediately on the moming of Septem-
ber 29 when the militory occupation of the rodic was
announced, Unfortunately, it odopted an alarmist pesi-
tion doomed In advance to failure. The lecflet distributed
by the FUR described the sifuation in terms of imminent
counterrevalution, of virtual coup d'etat: "Alert! To

the waorking class, to the toilers, the soldiers and soilors!
Let us mobilize to erush e counterrevalution! The
counterrevolution shall not pass|"

In the same lecflet it was anncunced that "this aggres-
sion by reoctionory sectors was led by the parotroopers,
the CIAAC troops, ond the RIOGQ"| The population ex-~
hibited quite understandoble hesitation, justified by
subsequent events (see "An Army Thot Soys Mo"), when
they were asked to believe that such groups were will-
ing to become the driving lance of "counterrevalutionary
oggression.” The alarmism of the FUR led to o demon=
stration of about o thousand people on the Rossio ot
1:00 in the offernoon of September 29. It wos this group
of 1,000 people, occording to the FUR, that wos sup-
poted to "crush the counterrevolution."

This clarmism wos topped off by o total obsence of any
oppeal ur initiotive toward the SP and CP, whose work-
ing-closs forces ore for from useless in defeating coun-
terrevolutionory oggression. This is an illustration of

the dominant conception of the FUR, which is that the
unity of the revolutionary organizations not only amounts
to the unity of the brood workers vanguard but is ftself

a sufficient factor to drow,in the heovy batmlions of

the working closs — over the heade of the SP and the

CP (that goes without saying).

Mevertheless, there was @ mass desire to mobilize along-
side the soldiers to tronsform the government-ordered
cccupation into its opposite, But the leaflet of the FUR
did not even allude to this necessary linkup of the work-
ers and soldiers around this precise objective,

Furthermare, the September 29 assembly in front of the
Ministry of Social Communicotions expressed the deter-
mination of thousonds of people — among them the
workers of the major factories of the Lisbon industrial
zone, who come in contingents — to make the govern-
ment yield and ta actively participate ina different
sort of occupation of the rodic and television stations,
the sort of occupation that the ADFA hod corried out
during its struggle. (See "An Army That Saoys No.")

In any cose, there was a real possibility of acting in
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on exemplary manner to hand the rodio statioms over to
the workers instead of over to the minister of sociol com=-
munications.

Once again the FUR foiled. The September 29 press
conference given by the third stockhalder of Repdblica,
Minister A, Sontes, ond Otelo Soreive de Carvalhe
{held in the Ministry of Social Communications) turned
into o real farce. A delegation from the demonstration
— composed of workers from Lisnave, Setnave, and
EMNI = burst into the conference hall. The minister
paled; Corvalho began stommering; the demorstrators
broke up the chairs and broke down the doors of the
librory. The leadership of the FUR did not toke this
opportunity fo make Carvalho go out onto the balcony
of the Ministry and force him to respond quickly ond
openly, before everybody, to the one important ques-
Hon: If we occupy the redio and television stations,
m}rnu give the order to fire on w? |rstead, they
gave Corvalho the floor to moke o demogagic public
confession about the contradictory spiritual state of the
"revolutionory” Copeon command, which respected the
orders of the president of the republic, and about his
own "lack of booklearning" which prevents him “from
being the Fidel Costro of Europe. " (That's what he
said, in his own words. )

P

After a few minutes, the demorstrators storted express-
ing their disdain for Otelo; on the other hand, they
greeted the soldiers from the military police regiment
with eries of "SUV has wen, SV will win!® Corried
away in triumph, the soldiers responded with raised Fists.

At thot very moment, the leadership of the FUR wos sit-
ting in the salon of the Ministry engoged in on intermi-
nable discussion with the Copcon commanders frying to
convince them fo march at the head of o demonstration
that would skirt the radio stations and wind up ot Belem,
At midnight, eight hours after the beginning of the os=
sembly, there were anly sbout @ thousand people left.
Everybady else had heoded for the radio stations, At
4:00 in the morning, without Otelo, the secretoriot of
the FUR met Pinheiro de Azevedo to listen to his cloims
that the militery occupation had been carried out against
the counterrevolution,

The secretariot of the FUR did not even succeed in com=
premising Otelo. He understood the limits of the divi-



sion in the I'I'Iiﬁhﬂr? hierarchy better than Ihey did, A
third failure,

All was not yet lost, however. A series of initiatives
were still possible . On September 30 the soldiers stood
everywhere at the sides of the workers, occupying the
rodio stotiors along with the popular solidarity pickets
and posting motions awserting their will to defend the
right of the workers to wse the rodio. The nationol rodis
stotion wos the only station where this did not hoppen,
The soldiers of EPAM, who hod been sent to occupy the
station, declared themselves in solidarity with the wark-
ers; but the workers, under the influence of the Commu~
nist party, did nothing to broadcost that solidarity over
the airwaves, A common initiative with the workers com-
missions of the other stotions and the delegations of sal-
diers could have changed the situation radically ond
paved the way for the utilization of the television sto-
tion to inflict a total defeat on the governmeant. But
nathing was done in thet direction.

Workers democracy and bourgeois
democracy

It wos olo passible to launch 6 vast compaign concretely
counterposingthe principles of workers democracy to
those of formal bourgesis democrocy in the realm of
news and information. This question wos of the most burn-
ing importance, and such o compaign would hove per-
mitted both reaching the rank-ond=-file workers of the
CP and 5P and diffusing @ conception different From ‘thot
of the CP, First of all, it would hove been eosy to ex-
pose the real noture of the campaign about free expras-
sion the SP woged oround Repdblica, for this time the
Zenhos ond Sooreses were energetically supporting o
cemorship decree and a military occupation. This wos
especiclly true since even Jornal MNovo, which is close
to the SP, found iself compelled to print bands along

its front FﬂgE'S reading "military censorship, doy 1, doy
2, etc.” On the bosis of the simple reaction of this
daily it would hove been easy to throw the Sociol Dem-
ocratic leadership off balance,

Then, on October 1, when Jornal MNovo wos preporing
production of o second edition reproducing the commu-
nigué of the Soacres leadership about the imminence of

o ‘mysterious far-left coup d'etat, the night-shift work-
ers of the Mirandella printshop refused fo print that edi-
tion unles they could olso print a communiqué of their
own obout this olleged coup. The Jornal Move monage-
ment preferred to forget about their second edition,
Concurrently, at Emisora MNocional, there were two

lists in an election to the workers commission. One st
demanded the right of all currents of the workers move=-
ment o express their views on the broadcosts of the radio
station. These two workers initiatives could hove served
as illustrotions in 0 compaign demonstrating thet secicl-
ist democroey con ond must be o democrocy that is qual=-
itatively superior to bourgecis democracy and can ond
must assure greater |iberties to the toiling mosses .

TH! !:ould have been mmhlmd with o :ﬂmpﬂlgﬂ in de=
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both baing threatenad by the government In the name
of private property, which cppetrs to the workers as an
institution restricting their liberties, Mareover, all the
workers commissions in the press industry hove just me!
to plan out ways to defend Rodio Renascenca, which is
now gogged. In oddition, o small electronics company,
lberonica, where the workers expelled the emplayer o
month ago, has offered ity services to the Rodio Rena-
scengo workers in estoblishing o broadeasting station

of their own.

In spite of these missed opportunities and in spite of the
abeence of initiatives that could have inflicted on exem=
plary defeat an the gavernment, the response of the
soldiers did halt the offersive of Pinheiro de Azevedo
and Costa Gomes .

The outcome of this confrontation, whieh' turned out
favorably for the working closs, s port of o process of
step-by-step revolutionary upsurge In which the workers
have won victories without meeting any grea! resistance
from the cless enemy. This could create the false impres-
sion that the bourgesisie is politically impotent and
that it is definitivel y incapable of recomstituting o mili=
tary striking force. This illusion fuels an ultraleffism
that is tronslated into adventurism by the PRP=BR, which
claims that "it Is now time for the revelutionary forces
ond the workers fo pose the problem of on Insurrection”
{Diorio de Lisboa, Septamber 30). This ultraleftism i
reflected in the sectarion and triumphalist positions of
vittually the entire for left toward the SP and the CP,
which leods to the elimination of any united front toc-
tic or else reduces such o tactic lo frenetic ultimatism.,

If the far-left groups continue to play this gome, they
could well be cought in the same trap the German Com=
munists fell into in Jonuory 1919, But the development
of the political situation, as illustrated by the latest
events, con focilitate @ process of clarification that
would permit a resporse o the nead for unity in action
by the workers movement ond for the centralization of
the organs of "popular power."
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AGAINST THE
CHILEAN JUNTA!

On September 20 the village of Bastad, the most luxu-
rious summer recreation spot of the Swedish bourgeoisie,
was tronsformed into the assembly point for one of the
mast important Chile demonstrations ever held in Sweden,
About 7, 000 demonstrotors come from all ports of the
country: 1,200 from Stockhalm, 375 miles away; 1,500
from Gateborg, 125 miles away; and even 100 from
Umea, 850 miles owoy. Inall, 100 buses of demensira-
tors invaded the smoll bourgeois parodise village. There
were alsg 150 people from Denmark and smaller groups
from Finlond and Morway. Why Bostad? Because that

is where the Swedish Davis Cup tennis team was play-
ing the Chilean teom, The Swedish authorities had re-
fused to boycott the match, and that was seen by the
Chile solidarity movement os o brozen provocation ol-
lowing the Chilean junta to score some propogonda
points. 'In addition, one of the Chileon players, Jomes

30

Fillol, was an octive supporter of the far right even be-
fore the 1973 coup. Among other things, he gave large
sums of money to the "strike" of truckowners shortly be-
fore the overthrow of the Unidad Popular government.

The mobilization was made possible by the continued
existence in Sweden of a strong Chile solidarity move-
ment. This had already been shown on September 11,
the second anniversary of the coup, when 7,000 demon=
strated in Stockholm and 8,000 more in other places
throughout the country. The Chile committees used
these demorstrations to mobilize for the following week-
end, under the slogan, "Stop the Match." This slogan
ond related questions {the situation in Chile, for exam-
ple) became the most hotly debated political question

in the press and on radio and television for a month be=
fore the motch waos held, There was a special reason



for this, In Moy 1968 the far left stopped a game against
a Rhodesian team by inveding the stadium; there was

o violent clash with the police, One of the results of
that oction wos that nobody continues to say that poli=
tics and sports are separate affoirs except for o few
rather stupid conservatives to whom nobody |istens any-
way, This time, the bourgeois press and the Social
Democrats decided to confront the solidority movement
with @ more subtle argument: "OF course, we all agree
that the r=gime in Chile is awful and we have to show
our distoste by demonstrating ogainst the match. But

you are terrorists who soy you will use vielence to stop
the match. You are thus violating the democratic right
to hold meeting (the match, that isl), and this shows
your own antidemocratic character, " With this argument
the Social Democrats accused the Chile committees of
splitting the solidarity movement ond called for their
own demonstration fo be held two doys before the match,
This was on attempt to split and confuse the mobilize-
tion,

But this was supplemented by o second and more vigorous
argument: 1,500 cops with horses, degs, riot equipment,
and helicopters were sent to the village of Bostod. The
government announced that there could be no guaran-
tees agoinst grove injuries ond even deaths, thus frying
to frighten people away from the demonstration of the
Chile committees. But the twofold toctic of the Sociaol
Democratic government foiled completely. This can be
seen in 0 number of respects:

1. Everybody in Chile inelf wos informed cbout the
solidarity mobilization. The slogars, many of them in
Spanish, could be heard on the Chilean televison cov-
eroge of the match. Several hundred large red balloans,
each inscribed with the name of o Chilean murdered by
the junta, were released by the demonstrators, and the
Chilean television commentator was forced to explain
that o big demonstration against the match wos
going on — organized, he soid, by "paid Morxists,"
The junta’s press tried to line up the petty bourgesisie
in @ nationalist campaign ogainst Sweden os o whole,
but it con be asumed that the information the junta hod
to give to explain this compaign wos an encouragement
to all the oppressed workers in Chile,

2, Pressure on the Swedish government fo toke concrete
meosures against the junio increased. At the moment,

it is only the harbor workers who are boyeotting Chilean
material ,

3. Even though the demonstration did not succeed in
stopping the match (becouse of the massive palice mobi-
lization), the mobilization was seen by everybody as o
victory. The tennis match become o side issue. "The
demonstrators won the match® weas the headline of Dogems
Myheter, the lorgest bourgeois daily. Some bourgeois
commentators even osked if it wos correct to hove spent

§1 million mobilizing such a large police force against
demanstrators who hod olreody soid before the demorstro-
tion that they were not going to Bastad fo fight the police.

4, The Social Democrats’ split maneuver failed com-
pletely, Only 1,000 turned out to their demonstration
two days before the match, It received scarcely any
press coverage. The problem of the Social Democrats
was nicely summed up by one of the Social Demacratic
reporters: "We have bod contacts with the youth, Our
meetings ond demonstrations consist mostly of o bunch
of pensioners, "

5. The demonstration was also o victory for those with

o correct view of unity inaction, which is extremely
important given the sectarion tradition among the reve-
lutionary left established by the large Macist groups

ond even the CP. This time, the sectorion moneuvers of
the Maoists and the CP were bypassed. The Maoist group
SKP (Sveriges Kommunistiska Parti — Communist party
of Swaden) gave on extrgordinary performance during
the weeks leading up to the demonstration, They chonged
their line three fimes. At first, they argued that Chile
waos a "legitimate state” and that the match should there-
fore be held., The main enemy, they said, wes the tweo
suparpowers, and the mobilization was a diversion from
the struggle against these superpowers. After being com-
pletely discredited by this position, the SKP leaders de-
cided that although the match should be held, there
should ofter all be a demonstrotion ogainst it. But this
position did not relieve the pressure they were feeling
from their own mnk and file and from the mobilization
itself; ot the lest minute they argued that the match
should be stopped.

The CP olso mode some sectarion moneuvers, The CP
leaders participoted in the propoganda and mobilization
calling for the match to be stopped, but at the last min-
ute they made a splitting maneuver. The pressure from
the Social Democrats ond the bourgeoisie, which were
acewsing the CP of participating in preparing @ demon-
stration in which violence would be wsed, induced the
CP tasplit from the Chile committees over the question
of whether the marhalls for the demonstration should be
armed with sticks ond wear helmets. The CP accused the
Chile committees of using o tactic thot could provoke
the police and the local reactionaries. Instead, they
wanted to have totally unprotected marshalls, which
would have meent giving the reactionary gongs a real
possibility of attacking. The CP could not understand
that it was the presence of the demonstratons that con=
stituted the provocation in the eyes of the local reac-
tionaries and the cor-gangs from the neighboring towns.
The result of the CP policy was o seporate demonstrotion
200 yords from the main demonstration; the CPdrew o
total of 1,000 pecple.

The defeot of the sectarion proctices of the Macists and
the CP represented on important victory for the anti-
Stalinist left in Sweden ond especially for the Revolu-
tionttra Marxisters Frbund (Revolutionory Marxist Lecgue),
Swedish section of the Fourth International, which was
one of the moin forces in the mobilization, B
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MANDEL TOURS MEXICO

In the beginning of September 1975 the Grupe Comu-
nista Internocionalista (GC1 — Internationalist Commu-
nist Group), @ Mexicon sympathizing arganization of
the Fourth International, erganized ihree successful
public meeting: for Ernest Mandel, o member of the
United Secretariat of the Fourth International . On Sep-
tember 17 in the town of Pueblo, Mardel addressed
about 800 peaple on the crisis of the bourgecis univer-
sity and the role of students and intellectuals in further-
ing the socialist revolution. A representative of the

Mexican CP intervened in the discussion. On Seprem=
ber 18 more than 1,200 people packed a meeting hall
in Mexico City, where the GCl had organized a de-
bate on the balance-sheet of the Chilean revolution
and counterrevolution. Comrodes from the Chilean 5P
and the MIR porticipated in the emsuing discussion.

On September 19 some 2, 500 people attended o meet-
ing on the Portuguese revolution. It was held at the
University of Mexico.

Protest Against Murders in Argentina

The following letter protesting the murderous repression
agoinst the Partido Seciolisto de los Trobajodores in Ar-
genting was sent fo ltalo Luder, "interim" president of
Argentine, by a number of groups and individuals in

the workers movement in Québec. It is dated Septem-
ber 22. We urge other comrodes around the world to
follow this example of the Québécols comrades in ex-
pressing their solidarity with the PST and all ather
wicfims of foscistic terror in Argenting,

Mr. Luder,

The undersigned vigorously protest egainst the recent
murder of eight members of the Partido Socielisto de
los Trabajadores (PST). The bodies of Adriane Zaldus,
Ana Mario Lorenzo, Lidia Agestini, Hugo Frigeria,
and Roberto Loscertales were found Seplember 5 in an
automebile near La Plata. The following day, the bod-
ies of three more PST members were found in the some
région: Pafricia Swsonna Claverie, Corles Enrique Po-
vedano, ond Oscar Lucati.

This brings to fifteen the number of PST members who
have been murdered by rightist terrorists since the
Peronist government oceded o power. In addifion,

many other opponents of the government have been
murdered and politicol headquarters have been attacked.
Everyone knows that the rightist terrotists act under
governmen! prafection.

We demand that the government toke all necessory
measyres to stop the attacks of rightist terrorists, We
demand the release of all political prisoners, especial-
ly those imprisoned by virtue of the stote of siege. We
demand that those resporsible for the murders perpe-
trated ogoinst the members of the PST and other revo-
lutionary and trode-union militants be brought to jus-
tice,

S'Igndh.nras-.

Comité Québdcois pour lo Défense des Prisonniers
Latino-Américains (Québdcois Committee for the
Defense of Latin Americon Political Prisoners

Groupe Marxiste Révelutionnoire (Revalutionary
Mamxist Group

Ligue Socialiste Quvrigre (Socialist Workers League)

Michel Chortrand, President, Corseil Central des
Syndicats Nationaux de Mantréal [Montréal Cen-
tral Council of Mational Trode Unlons)

Jocgues Beoudoin, President, Syndicat des Travail-
leurs de Garage et d'Entretien de la Commission
de Tramsport de lo Communeouté Urbaine de Mon-
tréal {Garage and Maintenance Workers Union of
the Trorsport Commission of the Montréal Urban
Area)

Pierre Lemaire, President, Alliance des Professeurs
de Montréa|

Céline St=Pierre, Professor, Université du Québec,
Mentréal




