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A few days before independence, November 11, the
military situotion suddenly deteriorated for the MPLA
(Mavimento Popular de Libertagdo de Angola — Popu~
lar Mavement for the Liberation of Angola). On the
northern front the forces of the FMLA (Frente Nociconol
de Libertacio de Angola — MNational Front for the Lib-
eration of Angola) have stepped up their pressure on
Luanda, although they have not reached the area
around GQuifangonda, where the water-treatment plant
for the capital is located . For several weeks the FNLA
has been intent on taking this village in order to break
the resistonce of the population. The major weapon
baing used in these encirclement operations is the Pon-
hard tank equipped with &0 mm mortor and 75 mm re-
coilless cannon mounted on jeeps. The defemse by the
FAPLA (the armed forces of the MPLA) is being waged
through two main toctics: bombardments with Soviet
122 mm missiles and counterathacks by light units
equipped with grenade launchers and AK =47 rifles.
The stagnation of the Luanda front Ts bad for the MPLA.
It restricts an impartant port of MPLA forces to a very
small part of the territory, tires and discourages the
population of the city, and, finally, permits the FMNLA
to odvance toward Malange and solidify its apparatus
in the northern part of the country.

At the same time, the rni]itur:,r situation in the South
has changed qualitotively. Severol weeks ago, the
MPLA conftrolled the entire coost and part of the prov-
ince of Huila, UNITA (Unido MNacional para |ndepan=
déncia Total de Angola — Mational Union far the Total
Independence of Angola), barred from Mova Lisboa
and Siloa Porto, hardly extended beyond the provinces
of Huambo and Bi&. In the past several days, however,
the relationship of forces has been turned around. Sa
do Bandeira fell, then Mossdmedes, and finally Ben-
guela and Lobito. For the first time since July, UNITA
and FMNLA reinforcements in the center and south com-
mand a brood opening o the sea, which allows them
to bring in supplies and use o pincer strategy against
Luanda.

Apart from these military aspects of the sTluation, it
must be noted that Lobito is the country's second major
part after Luanda and that Benguela is the terminal of
the famous railroad line that carries copper from Zalre
and Zambia. Thus reorganized in the South, the forces
of UNITA and the FNLA will be able to attack South
Cuanzo province and try to take Malange from the
gouth,

What has happened to make such o turnabout of the
situation possible? The first cause, and this is undoubt=
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edly the major factor, is the massive military support
imperialism has given the reactionary forces during the
past period. 5a do Bandeira was retaken with the aid
of South African troops and Portuguese mercenaries
supplied by the ELP {Portuguese Liberation Army, a
far-right paramilitary group). Several weeks earlier,
LUIMNITA president lonos Savimbi had revealed that his
erganization would soon acquire exceptional heavy
weaponry. And that happened.

In the Morth, the training of FINLA forces by troops
from Zaire hos not diminished, and Zaire itself has re=
ceived incressed military assistance from the United
States and France. As a sort of warning, France has
just delivered the fist Mirage jet fighters to the Zairois
afr force,

While South Africa is taking an increasingly decisive
part in the conflict, and while Zaire is massively sup~
porting the FNLA and Zambia is doing the same for
UNITA, the military aid to the MPLA from the so-
called progressive African countries Is o bluff. Granted,
the People's Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville) is
aiding the MPLA in the transfer of matériel, and Guin-
ea, Algeria, Guinea-Bissou, ond Mozambigque are giv-
ing diplematic support to the Neto leadership of the
MPLA, But when Congolese President N'gouabi threat=
ens an intervention by his army, one can only smile,
given the instability of this regime ond the disciplinary
internal function of this army, Once again, the Or
ganization of African Unity is demonstrating ifs coun-
terrevalutionary function. Once again, the grotesgue
illusion of @ "progressive Africa” is crumbling. Against
the notionalist rhetoric of "progressive Africa, " a very
real world is crganizing, o world composed of the
strong links in the imperialist chain in the region: the
South African and Zoirols armies.

MNevertheless, the reverses of the MPLA connot be ac-
counted for solely by the intrinsic military power of ts
enemies. Other factors come into play. The immensity
of the country makes it impossible for o small politico-
military apparatus emerging from a rural guerrille war
to control the country militerily and administratively.
The distances involved, combined with transport diffi=
culties, have made the logistical factor decisive, and
the FAPLA has no air force. It is certainly on this level
that the Soviet aid to the MPLA has been especially
inadequate; massive supplies of helicopters are needed,

Moreaver, the duration of the battles and their civil=-
war character have accelerated the decomposition of
Angolan society, particulorly in the cities. Centrifugal
ethnic forces have massively reappeared and @ section
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of the population has preferred to return to ifs region
of origin, thus increcsing social disorganization and
aiding the control of the population by tribal notables
cultivated by the FNLA and UNITA,

The industrial investments of the post several years had
permitted the development of a proletariat that was
young and concentrated, although little skilled and
lacking in traditions of struggle. In 1973 about 130, 000
wage earners were employed in manufacturing produc-
tion, mainly in the industrial zones of Luanda and Lo~
bito. But becouse of its youth this proletariat cauld not
avaid the traditional pressures of its rural origirs. The
MPLA irself wos not shielded from this wedkness of the
“universal point oi view" conferred by the urban milisu
en the proletariat cut off from its peasant origins. The
reduction of the MPLA's antitribalism to ideological
slogans did not help to raise the comsciousness of the
most backward sectors. UNITA's control of the most
impertant agricultural region is causing o food shorfoge
that is giving an Impetus to the excdus of the popula-
tion. |n Luanda, lines form in front of the stores early
in the morning. The food departments are almost empty;
oil, salt, sugar, and meat have become scarce. A kilo-
grom (2,2 pounds) of rice now costs 20 or 25 escudos;
the previows price was 9 escudos a kilo, The price of
salt has risen from 1 to 3 escudos. Manioc, which is
the basic foodstuff for the African populations, has
risen in price thresfold, and the MPLA s trying to re=-
duce this inflation by organizing distribution by "neigh-
borhood commissions. " Finally, the departure of the
Portuguese is intensifying the disorganization of the
trade networks,

Such a situation generates opathy among the masses and
is now affecting the structures of "papular power, " pre=
voking a decline in dynamism and increasing tailendism
of the MPLA leadership on the part of these structures.

Internationalization

The Scuth African intervention has now become official .
The Americans are no longer hiding the aid the CIA has
given the FINLA and UNITA, An article by Leslie Galb
in the September 25 New Yerk Times asserted that re-
liable sources in the CIA considered Holden's FNLA

a possible alternative to Portuguese colonialism as long
ago as 1962, MNevertheless, the imperialist commitment
in Angola was not deliberately set on proveking civil
war. After April 25, 1974, when the Salazarist regime
was overthrown, the divisions of the MPLA and the
weakening of the organization rendered quite credible
the Spinolist operation based around the FINLA and the
orgarizations of the Portuguese colons, What imperi=
alism totally underestimated was the urbon maoss move=
ment and its immediate adherence to the MPLA, which,
despite Tts weokened condition, cormserved great pres-
tige.

It was too late to take advantoge of the political weak-
ness of the MPLA. |t was too late to integrate the lead-
ership or a faction of the leadership into the neccolo-
nialist project. The Alvor accords and the coalition
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governmant came too late.* The mass movement was
placing its trust in the MPLA. The right was no longer
able to counterpose itself to the MPLA. Lucio Lara of
the MPLA declared, “Part of the pepulation has been
armed, but that was done in July 1974 to resist aggres=
sion from reactionary whites. These self-defense units
have since placed themselves under the MPLA banner,
but we do not control them."

The MPLA leadership, which in spite of it divisions Is
an the whole o petty-bourgeois nationalist leadership,
then had no choice but to rely on the mass movement

for "self-deferse"” against the FNLA; the MPLA lead-
ership thus decided to develop this movement while
maintaining control over it. No imperialist group placed
any trust in the MPLA, because of the mass movement
that remained attached to it, The provecatiors of the
FMLA in Luanda and its physical attacks in the mﬂ.u:g%q.lﬁ
{the urban slums) turned out ta be imufficient to breo
down the activity of the masses, It thus bacame neces-
sary to opt for civil war; otherwise there was o risk of
losing the last trump cards for negatiations with the
Meto leadership of the MPLA.

But the internationalization of the conflict meant not
only the reaction of imperialism against the movement
of the Angelan masses. |t also meant interimperialist
conflicts exacerbated by the eclectic links maintained
by the FNLA and UNITA throughout the world, Thus,
the intervention of South Africa is also an intervention
aimed ot strengthening UNITA; the aim Is to stabilize

a zone indirect contact with Namibia, mainly the
Ovambe region and the Caprivi strip, which comstitute
the key regiors in Pretoria’s strategy.** Zambia, which
is now on a honeymoon with the South African regime
based on the mutual desire to preserve stability in south-
ern Africa, is involved in this becouse UNITA can as-
sure Zombia that the Benguela railread will continue

to function and thus to carry Zamblan copper to the sea,

Thus, the southern counteroffensive also represents a
political conflict with the FNLA aimed at guaranteeing
a fair regional balonce for the future neacoloanial An-
gola so as to preserve the markets for the development
of the Cunene valley. The Cassinga mines, which are
owned by Krupp, ond the European and Seuth African
investments increase the interest of the Common Market
in aiding Savimbi's UNITA,

*The "Alver accords" were signed in Alver, Portugal,
en January 15, 1975, They set up a coalition govern=
ment composed of representatives of the MPLA, FINLA,
and UNITA, with a representative of the Portuguese
government acting as "arbitor, "

"*MNomibia, just south of Angola, is occupied by South
Africa in defiance of United Nations resolutions and
the will of the country’s inhabitants. Ovomboland, the
territory of the Ovambo tribe, is in the northern reglon
of Namibia and is used by the South African regime as
a source of forced labor for mines in Namibia. The
Caprivi Strip, o 300-mile-long, 40-mile wide band,

is an extersion of nertheast Namibio separating Angola
and Zambia on the north from Botswanao on the south,
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Savimbi has implicitly recognized that without this
“mandate” he would be unable to play such a political
role. On October 1% he stated (in the Comercons):
"Meto will not be able to ereate an African Cubo as

he anncunced, because Angola, regardless of the senti-
menks of the population, is located in o zone that is
too sensitive politically and strategically.” In other
words, what the Angolaon people have to understand is
that the lusts of imperialism will be stronger than their
own mobilizations!

The same Savimbi, in Paris once again, told Agence
France=Presse on October 27 that "if Africa can do
nothing, no one will be able to prevent the United Na-
tions from sending in troops. " And he recognized,
without pratest, that South Africa was effectively oc~
cupying the province of Huila in the South.

The final battle?

The FNLA and UNITA, armed wings of imperialism,
prepared for MNovember 11 as one prepares for o stage
ina struggle; but they did not consider this to be the
final battle. The battle will continue, regardless of
what form it tokes,
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The MPLA has decided on a "general mokilization” to
repel the invaders. Such an initiative could give new
strength to the moss movement, provided it is accom-
panied by o clear political definition of the stakes in-
volved, But the leadership has now announced that it
will establish a "government of national unien™ includ-
ing "independent patriotic persenalities.” It is not very
precise, but it maintains the "nationalist” and frontist
formulations of the MPLA.

In a recent issue of the MPLA's newspaper, Vitoria &
Certa, the leaderhip explained how it sees the situg=
tion:

"Our movement has raised the slogan "Let us construct
a brood anti-imperialist front, let us defeat the lockies
of imperialism and create a democracy of @ new type!"
« + + In that sense, this is o just struggle that will con-
tribute to strengthening the camp of the progressive
forces on a world scale, the comp of the exploited in
struggle against the exploiters. It will aid in the inevi-
table fall of imperialism. . . ., Now, this struggle
against imperialism can be victorious if it draws together
all the anti-imperialist forces of our fatherland, Ameng
these forces will be the workers, peasants, revolution=
ary intellectuals, and the anti-imperialist layers of the
Angolan bourgeolsie. . . . Nevertheless, our revolu-
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tionary vanguard must be prepared to create a govern-
ment of a democracy of a new type in our country. This
government represents an allionce of all the anti-im-
perialist classes, which must be led by the most comsis-
tently revolutionary class. . . . Demoeratic centralism
ond discussion will occur among the organized popular
masses on all the national problems and on the opplica-
tion in practice of the conclusions reached by the gov-
emment. . . . To ochieve its aims, this government
will have to struggle for the nationalization of the bia
industrial, commercial, and banking enterprises, But
since this government represents an ollionce of various
classes, it will not eliminate the existence of private
property, nor will it prohibit the development of capi-
talist praduction, In relation to the Angolan peasants,
this government will have to define a consistent agrar-
ian reform in it program, Land obandoned by the colons
will remain the property of those who till it."

Obvious!, such rhetoric is used in order to satisfy every=
body within the MPLA, |t is symbolized by Agostinho
Meto, who is a sort of Bonaparte standing obove ten-
dencies. "Democracy of a new type" is nothing but the
concept of the party-state formulated in a situation
charocterized by pressure from the mass movement. Let
this movement retreat, and the concept will become
reality, os-was the case in Guinea under Sekou Touré
ard as is now hoppening in Guinea-Bissav and Mozam=-
bigue, The leadership team, drawing its legitimacy

from the nationalft struggle, boses itself on holding

the masses strictly in check through powerless commit-
tees in which bureaucratism and careerism are cultivated,
committeas thot supposedly represent "moss control over

the party."

In such a political context, revolutionary Marxists sup-
port the MPLA against imperialist reaction, against the
FMNLA and UNITA, and against the Zairois and South
African allie: of these organizations, but they also ad-
dress thamsalves to the mass movement so that the "or-
gans of popular power" may become real instruments of
the power of the masses. They work for real indepen-
dence of tha mass orpanizations and committess from
the MPLA. They work for the future state to
guarantee democratic rights, the right of palitical or-
ganization for all anti-imperialists, for the right to
publish literature, hold meetings, and so on, They work
not for an MPLA government with people like Lucio
Lara under the cover formula "democracy of a new
type” (with the class content ignored), but instecd for
o government of a new type, a workers and peasants
government responsible to assemblies of delegates. To
do this, there capnot be o “new course” on paper aimed
at winning over the leadeship of the movement, The
vanguard must be regrouped and the construction of the
revolutionary party must be prepared. In the political
resolution of the Tenth World Congress of the Fourth
International {February 1974) it was pointed out that
"in the context of the readjustment of imperialist skrat-
egy in southern Africa, the development of the process
of permanent revelution on the basis of the internation-
alization of the conflict throughout this region {south=
am Africa = INPRECOR) will be able to be achieved
mainly through a clarificotion within the MPLA and

FRELIMO, revolutionary nationalist movements with
multiclassist conceptions.” The “mainly " meant that a
section of the urban movement, in which the MPLA was
not at all implanted at that time, would also make an
impertant contribution to the political recompesition,
Mow, after April 25, the totality of the radical urban
elements have joined the MPLA,-particularly through
the organs of "popular power." That is why it is more
correct today to consider that the palitical recomposi=
tion will take place through a clarification within the
MPLA toward the regroupment of an anticapitalist tan-
dency, for the construction of a revolutionary party.

International support

It is this paint that is forgotten by thase who believe
that for revolutionary Marxists to support the MPLA is
heresy, We must nat support any particular group, we
are told, becavse all three advemsaries are nationalists
with very similar progroms and there is, after all, no
revolutionary party. Thus, the Fourth International
should pose the question of the roads that lead to the
building of such o party. What would Angolan political
life be like if Holden's kind of order rejgns in Luanda?
What would become of the hundreds of militants wark-
fng in the muceques and in the university around anti-
capitalist slogans? They would be the First victims, as
Is attested to by the attitude of the FNLA before July
10,

In saveral communiqués the FMNLA declared that "“the
people themselves have objectively delegated popular
power to the liberation movements” and that it it be=
couse of "the infiltration of certain bodies {among them
the neighborhood committees) by anarchist elements
ond agitators . , . that the FNLA hat always opposed
any form of Angolan organization outside the liberation
movements. "

That is what is invelved in supporting the MPLA. On
the eve of November 11 it is regrettable to observe that
international support is scarcely any greater than it
was during the fourteen years of the ormed struggle.
The committees in Europe slowed duwn their octivity
after April 25 becouse these commitiess, most often
controlled by reformists, had illusions in the anti=nec=-
colonial character of the new Portuguese regime, To-
day this post weighs heovily against relaunching inter-
national solidarity. The lack of massive ond permanent
support to the MPLA and to the Angolan people will in
turn weaigh heavily on the relationship of farces with
the counterrevolution and on the praspect of a social
transformation of the struggle, which & still possible,

1t will not be possible for anyone to demonstrate that
support to the Angolan socialist revelution could aveid
the necessity of supporting the MPLA when the whole
of the anti-imperialist youth are assembled around the
MPLA and the counterrevolution is embodied in the
FMNLA and UMNITA.

MNovembar 7, 1975



The truce at the beginning of November that put an end
to the fighting in Beirut ond the rest of Lebanon in no
sense represents o refurn to social peace or the reestob-
lishment of the situation prevailing before the outbreak
of the civil war. At bottom, nothing is settled; the con-
ditions that led to the outbreak of the civil war pemsist,
and a new resort to arms could occur at any moment.

What is Lebanon?

Ever since its formation, Lebanon has Increasingly be-
coma the almost exclusive privale property of the Maron-
ite Christian comprodor bourgecisie, Little interested

in the devalopment of this economically backwerd coun-
try, this bourgeokie draws fts commercial and financial
strength from the position it cccupies at the crossroads
of economic operations between the Arab Eost and the
imperialist West, | unique function as banker ond
transit organizer for funds in the region hos allowed

this bourgeoisle to amass immense fortunes, The lack

of any juridical controls over internaticonal exchange,

a result of the lack of a state copable of imposing its
law in the realm of wafficking, has little by little un-
dermined the structure of this stote, copitalist amarchy
and the frantic race for profits eventually working
agairst the general interest of the bourgeoisie,

A precise jdea of the reality of this financial paradise
was provided by the recent publication of a notice to
foreign banks from the Banking Association of Lebanon
stating that "since the beginning of the present events,
the exchange market has remained relatively balanced
without the Bank of Lebanon being able to intervene

at any time. Consequently, Lebanese monatary reserves
in gold and currency have remained unchanged, at their
relatively high level. These reserves exceed three times
the amount of Lebanese pounds in circulation (if gold

is evaluated at morket prices).” During these years of
the assertion of the commercial and financial role of
the Maronite bourgeoisie of this state, a sizecble per-

The factors that led to the present clashes have accu=
mulated at grewing speed throughout the history of Leb-
anon since the country waos created on o confessional

bosis in 1943, when it was formed os an independent

state. The development of the international situation

in the Arab Emst, combined with the internal contradic-
tions of Lebanon iself, led the country to internal warfare.

civi! war
in

L.ebanon

by G. VERGEAT

sonnel cut off from all these international economic
operations has been created, representinga technical
capital needed for the develcpment of the Arab econ-
omies based on oil as well as for the penetration of the
investment of imperialist capital in the Arab East,

Totally concentrated arcund Beirut, this activity, ori-
ented toward cutside the country, hes drown more than
half the population of the country into the capital city
thraugh the jobs that have been created and through
the financial by-products it generates. A small and
medium=sized trading sector has developed in Beirut
linked to the encrmous growth in services in all branches,
Under the domination of the Maronite Christian bour-
geoisie, this activity has reflected itself within the
framework of institutional confessionalism in a policy
of religious discrimination in the private ond public
schools, in the state administration, and on the job
market, a discrimination that tends to penalize the
Muslim population, Secondary and university educa-
tion in French and English by institutions owned by
French and American religious or secular erganizations
reflects the total integration, both economic and cul-
tural, of the Maronite bourgeoisie into imperialism.

Development of the present situatign

The most cherished desire of this ruling class was to

maintain this siate of affairs as long as possible, The
Muslim wing of the Lebanese bourgecisie shares this



S T e e S P e = S e g

desire with its Maronite collsogues. This attitude im-
plies keeping Lebanon out of the social and palitical
convulsions of the Arab East, out of the wan of aggres-
sion waged by lsrael against the Arab states, This meant
preventing the Araobization of Lebanon and maintain=
ing an underhanded policy of de focto recognition of
the Zionist stote. Above all, Arob nationalism in reoc-
tion to Zionist aggression could not be allowed o gain
a foothold in Lebanon,

But that is just what happened. The comsequences of
the Zionist enterprise in the Arab Eost have been man-
ifested in the country in several ways, The settlement
of hundreds of thousands of Palestinian refugees after
1948 in camps arewnd the suburbs of Belrut, Tripol,
and Saida, people with no jobs or hopes of finding jobs
in such an underdeveloped country, created the con-
ditiors that led to the crisls now ravaging the country.
Little by little, this axploaive historical facter came
forward os such with the rising mobilization of the
Palestinian mosses against Zionism throughout the Arab
East. With the arganization ond arming of the Pales=
tinians outside any real control by the Arab regimes,
an independent political and social force emerged in
Lebanon, the functioning of which meant that sooner
or later there would be o confrontation with the Moron-
ite bourgeoitie. This bourgeoisie, paralyzed by gallop-
ing laxity and total corruption, with in struchures un=
dermined by clique struggles for power, wos incopable
of reacting on the level of o centrol Lebanese state.

It was difficult if nat impossible for the Muslim wing
of the confessional system, both the bourgeoliie and
the masses, to rest passlvely in the event of a real at-
tack agaimst the Palestinians: The Lebanese and Pales-
tinian matses ore united by the same Arab nationality,
and semsitivity to the quettion of Zionism rum deep
among the Lebonete mosses.

Since 1949 there had been intermitient local armed con=-
flicts when the Maronite bourgeois militios atracked
Palestinions, clashes that exactly prefigured the current
internal developments, These repeated clashes moved
the country further and further toward the limits of gen-
eralized civil war. Who hod on interest in this war to
liquidate the Palestinian resistonce? The some forces
that ware threatened by the spreod of the lirceli-Pales-
tinian conflict into Lebonme territory, which inevitably
led to g linkup between the Lebanese and Palestinian
masses. The Muslim bourgeoisie of Lebanon, ke in
Egyptian, Jordonian, ond Syrion counterparts, wants
peace with lsrael but has no means with which to force
the Palestinions to submit. Hence it Is stuck with the
confessional system and solidarizes with the Maronite
bourgeocisie ocut of necessity.

For ifs part, the Maronite bourgecisie has been divided
infa diverse political currents becowse of the civil war.
The militarily dominant current, the Phalangisn (Kataeb
in Arabic) of Pierre Gemayel, represent o genuine pri=
vate army ormed hand and foot by American Imperialism,
The strengthening of the Phalongists represented the
initial resporse of the Maronite bourgeoisie ocuhide the
structures of the Lebarue state fo the threat It perceived

to ifs socioeconamic order, Driving lonce of anti-Pales=
tinian, proimperialist, and pro=Zionist reaction, tmoined
by white mercenaries with combat experience in Africa,
the Phalangists recruit mainly among the lower layers

of the Maronite bourgeoliie. These layers, whose pos-
sesiom are directly vulnerable to the exploited and
disinherited Arab mosses, whether Polestinion or Leb-
onese, corry on economic activity that is directly ori=
ented toward the internol market and hos been affected
by the increasing precariocusness of the situation during
the past several years, The upper financial bourgeaisie
invelved mainly in international transactions is not as
directly affected by the internal conditions in Lebanon,

Outbreak of the conflict

For the internal conflict 1o escalate into o process of
civil war, however, more was necessary than the per-
manent conditioms of contradiction. The choice of the
moment and the pretext had fo serve the commen inter-
ests of imperialism and its allies bath in the region in
general and in Lebanen in particular. It was the Sinal
disengagement accord worked out by Kissinger that gave
the signal for the cuthreak of hostilities, A Phalangist
ambush of @ bus carrying Palestinian fighters of the Re-
jection Front furnished the immediate couse for the ex-
plosion. The Phalongists took the initiative, placing
the entire Moronite and Muilim bourgesisie before o
foit occompli. The bourgesisie had no earsistant plan
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for holding bock the Palestinians and muzzling the in-
craasingly combative Lebonese masses,

Behind these clashes, the internationalization of the
conflict was quite obvious. Through the medium of the
Lebanese, this conflict opposes Syria ond the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) on the one hand to Amer-
ican imperialism and lsrael on the other, It is around
these two oxes that the camps have formed on the battle-
field. The stakes of the combat are the conditions of

o general "peoceful settlement” in the regien:

On the oneside, lsrael wants to maximally reduce the
fighting capacity of the Palestinians before any possible
Final ogreement with the Arab states is reached; the
United States, Lebanon, and Arab regimes |ike those
of Egypt, Soudi Arabia, and Jordan share this desire,

On the other side, fearing that a separote peace be-
tween |sroel and Egypt would isclate them in face of
the United States and {sroel, tha Boathist leaders in
Syria, while also seeking o general peace ogreement

in the region (although on different ferms), want at all
costs to prevent the canclsion of the separate peace
already set in motion by the Sinai disengagement eccord;
directly linked to those Palestinian forces that can be
utilized os means of exerting pressure, the Syrions want
to integrate the Polestinions, especially Fateh ond the
PLO, into a general settlement. This position tallies
with the positions of French imperialism and the Soviet
bureaucracy, who have diplomatically recegnized the
PLO and faver o solution that entails the creation of a
Polestinian rump state,

Thus, the two camps in the Lebanese conflict indirectly
represent Syria on the one hand and lsrael an the other.
A direct American intervention in Lebanon as in 1958

or an lsroell invasion would threoten to provoke a rising
of the Arab masses in tha region, which would challenge
the bourgeois regimes in each country, thus wrecking
the chances for an imperialist peace.

The immediate objective of the Phalangisks wos to force
the Lebanese army to intervene against the Palestinians,
to reproduce in Lebanon the Black September that oc-
curred in Jordan in 1970, But the Lebanese army was
neutralized by the popular upsurge and by the combat=
ivity of the mosses. What occurred instead was the fu-
sion in struggle of the Lebanese and Palestinian Arab
masses, The first manifestation of this rank-and-Ffile
armed linkup occurred last spring in Saida in reaction
to an attempt by Beirut high finance to forcibly take
over the local coastal fisheries. (The prime mover of
this operation, Comille Chamoun, present minister of
the interior, was the man who demanded the sending

of American troops in 1958, when he was president of
the republic.) In face of these threats of being deprived
of their means of making a living, the fishermen, the
local population, and the Palestinians launched a resl
insurrection. These events werz revealing to both the
Maronite right and the masses themselves, who became
more conscious of their own power. |t was a warning
that was duly noted by the Phalangists.

The First objective of the Phalangists wos nat attained;
the conflict than settled info successive rounds invalv-
ing ever broader sectors of the masses. The linkup be-
tween the Palestinion detachments and the Lebanese
masses, led by their ormed political organizations, pre-
vented the conflict from being reduced to one between
Phalongists and Palestinians, which could have permitted
the intervention of the army. The use of the army, the
rank ond File of which Is Muslim while the officers are
Maronite, could have provoked the total breakup of

the unity of the ormed forces. Kept apart from the fight-
ing, the amy would remain the only significant guaran-
ter that the interests of the bourgeoisie would be main-
tained.

The country's slide into civil war occurred most vio-
lently during the summer. The invelvement of broader
and broader sectors of the masses in the Fighting was

an llustration of the predominance of confessionalism.
This confessionalism was alse the direct couse of the
atrocities that were committed by the two camps, which
demorstrates the political backwordness of the brood
masses . Democratic, anti-imperialist, and anti=-Z ionist
slogans were ralsed by those seciors Influenced by the
Lebanese revolutionary organizations.

At the beginning of the fighting, the closhes were lim-
ited to the armed detachments of both camps. What fol-
lowed from this was an exclusion of the mosses, becouse
of their lack of political and military preparation to
deal with the situation in an overall manner. But the
course of events compelled the organized mobilization
and arming of the masses. Only then a turn began to
occur, o turn that the gave the armed conflicts a dimen-
sion of civil war in which the center of gravity of the
crisls was no longer a conflict between Phalangists and
Palestiniars, but a confliet between the Arob masses

and imperialist reaction. The masses began to struggle
for themselves, independently of the bourgeois political
apparatuses. Thus, the risk became very great, first for
the Maronite bourgeaisie and then for the Muslim bour-
geoisie, The situation got further and further out of their
contral, wrecking ony attempt to apply the combined
plan of the Phalangists, lsrael, and American imperi-
alism.

It was during the summer that the tendency toward the
mass peliticization of the conflict msserted itself more
strongly, going beyond the originai framework of the

hostilities and going beyond the palicy insisted en by
Syria and the PLO.

This process manifested itself in the popular neighbor-
hoods that were most affected by the economic conse-
quences of the civil war. Wages were no longer paid,
work stopped, food supplies were no lenger ossured by
the usual means (the markets disappeared becouse of

the spread of the fighting). The masses were thus com-
pelled to inltiate o process of alementary salf-organiza-
tion in order to obtain and distribute meons of subsjs=
tence. In many coses, the inclinations of the inhabitants
of the neighborhoods and the intervention of the mili-
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tants of the far=left organizations resulted in the forma=
Hon of popular committees to take charge of these tasks.
Concurrently, self-deferse teoms assured the security
of the neighborhoods in which the self-organization of
the masses was devaloping.

The truce of the beginning of Movember intervened
when a new stage of the development of the self-orga=
nization of the masses was taking shape in certain neigh-
borhoods because of the intervention of the revolution-
ory organizations, notably the neighborhoods of Shiyah
ard MNaboa. The objective of these localized but exem-
plary experiments in self-organization was to form neigh:
borhood councils composed of slected delegates that
would go beyand the limits of the Independent organiza-
tion of daily economic life on the scale of the neighbor=-
hood in order to pose the problem of an organization

of councils inall the neighborhoods linked together and
dealing with central political problems. Leaflets distrib-
uted by revolutionory Marxists asserted: "We are strug-
gling against Gemayel and Chamoun, but not for Salem
and Karameh," thus rejecting the bourgesis solutions

of the two central leaders of the Muslim baurgesisie.
These leaflets called for "a workers and peasants gov-
ernment, " The slogan of o government of nationa! union
was raised by the bourgeois and left reformists, the Pro=-
gressive Front of Kamal Joumblatt and the Lebanesze
Communist party.

The limited strength of the revalutionary currents and
the continued grip of confassionalism over the masses
are two elemenis that make the revolutionary transfor-
mation of the civil war difficult or impossible. More-
over, the fighting forces are divided into a multitude

of organizations claiming allegionce to MNasserite na-
tionaltsm, the far left, and other currents, such as those
directly tied to the Soviat Union (the Lebanese CP) or
Syria {Saiga), all reflecting divergent and contradictory

political progroms.

The bourgeoisie’s perspective

The Lebonese bourgeoisie and the reformist currents are
still Tn position to control the situation and define selu-
tions.

Within the Maronite comp, there.are two opposed cur-
rents. The current led by the petty and middle bourgeoi-
sie amd the lower ranks of the clergy fovon o partition
of the country, In oppasition o the upper bourgeoisie
and the high clergy, who call for the maintenance of
the present Lebanese antity, These positons are dictated
by the respective economic positions of the two currents,
The First is limited to the internal market and hes noth-
ing to lose from partition; in foct, it could moke goim
from tourism, relations with lsrael, and the offshocts of
the direct or indirect militory presence of imperialism.,
For the upper bourgeoisie, the disappeorance of Lebanan
would mean the destruction of the territoriol base from
which it carries on its lucrative enterprises, thanks to
the semi-Arab and semi-Western chorocter of the Leb-

anese shate,
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While the upper Maronite bourgeoisie's riches have |
been little affected by the fighting, the petty and mid=

dle bourgeoisie have often been hard hit; shops, res-
taurants, hotels, buildings, apartments, factories, etc.
have been destroyed in great numbers. The rich bour=
geoisie hove their private armies and capital to protect
themselves and their families,

The maintenance of Lebanon as an entity implies the
complete reform of the structure of the state and there-~
fore the abandonment of confessionalism. Already the
religious chiefs of various Muslim currents hove demanded
the elimination of confessionalism as a political system,
If the constitution is omended, the electoral law changed,
ard the cemsus retaken — meaures that are necessary

if confessionalism is to be abolished — the Maronite
community would certainly find ftself in o minarity and
would be under the pressure of the hard-linens, who

could once again seize some pratext to relaunch a bat-
tle for partition. There has already been some shifting

of the Christian population in the Akkar, leading to
partial exoduses. The whole business is very delicate,

A regroupment s also occurring between the two wings
{Muslim and Christion) of the bourgeoisis, the objec=
tive being the estublishment of a strong authoritarian
state that would be rid of the private armies of Gemayel
and Chamaun and company, o state capoble of control-
ling the Polastinians and the Lebanese masses whila
respecting the local eligues, The Karameh-Raymond
Eddé axis I the embodiment of this orientation, Karameh
represanting the Muslim bourgeoisie, Eddé the Maronite
bourgsoisie. An impartant netweork of support for this
salution is now toking shape, assembling the interna-
tional forces whose political and economic interests
converge in this direction.

Franch imperialism sees this as an alternative to the
pro~Ameriean elan of Chamoun and Suleiman Franjich
ard ‘@3 a new medns of boosting itz presence in the re-
gion in line with the policy developed under Gaullism,
The high Marenite clergy, tied body and soul 1o colo-
nial Christion Fronce, supports this perspective. Moscow
has received Eddé on several occosions and has advo-
cated solutiors close 1o those advanced by French im-
perialism, particularly the recognition of the PLO and
a material solution to the Palestinion problem: o Pales-
tinian rump state, Syrio also regards this operation with
favor.,

There are two levels to the bourgeois solution to the
crisis; First, on ogreement between Syrio and lsroel,
negotiated through Kissinger and invelving the LD,
which would have the effect of decreasing tensions in
Lebanon, thus permitting o restobilized regime to turn
ogainst the masses; second, a reform of the structure
of the country emnsuring the end of civil war.

If this eperation does not come to pass, a new outbreak
of hostilities mutt be expected; this would alse imply
a move foward partition, a solution that in one form
or another would ease the Muslim masses toward the
control of the Syrian stote, thus posing the develop-
ment of the Arab revolution in a new context. ll



Sahara: Beyond the «Green March”

hy PACO ROBS

The world was not much interested in western Sahara
until the beginning of the 1980¢, when fabulous mineral
riches were discovered in ifs territory, including the
world's largest deposit of phosphates, Tn the region of
Bu Craa. These deposits, which extend over an area of
250 square kilometers (the essential parl of which can
be exploited In open air), present the wofold advon-
tage of an exiremely prafitable mineral and a rapid ac-
cess fo the Atlontic Ocean, which is only a few hundred
kilomeaters from the depaosits. ;

Exploitation began enly in 1972 with the creation of o
company called Fos-Bu-Craa in which the Bangque de
Paris et des Pays Bas, the Bangue Rothschild, and Krupp
invested; this company provided highly technical ex-
traction equipment. |t employs 2, 500 wage earners, of
whom only 1,000 work in the mines. Only a minority

of thesa workers come from the Saharan population; the
othars came from the Canory Islands or Spain. Exploita-
tion of the phosphate deposits on a large scale would
enable western Sohara to profit from a virtually com=
plete monopoly en the world phosphate market, pushing
aside Morocca, which is now the leading producer. It
is thus easily understandable why the imperialist powers
would ba in no hurry te foster the oceession o indepen=
dence of a country that could then moke them pay o
high price for the decades of brutal colonialism and
deliberately maintained poverty. The mishaps the impe-
rialist powers have experienced in the realm of oil in
recent yeors serve os o lesson. Thus, neither U.5. im-
perialism, which hos the greatest interest, nor West
German and French imperialism, hide their desire to
Morocco annex this territory.

But the phosphate mines are not the only natural resource
of western Sohara. Along the coast there ore extremely
rich fishing zones, which Spanish colonialism has sold
off and abandoned to the pillage of the fishing flests of

several countries. Exploration hos also revealed the exis-
tence of important oil deposits, deliberately undervalued
up to now by the big oil companies in charge of pros=-
pecting. But the companies' haste to reach exploitation
accords with the Spﬂnisl‘l rl_"gfrne dur?ng the most recent
period says a lot about the real richness of these deposits,
hitherto regarded as strotegic reserves. Finally, in od-
dition to deposiks of iron and uranium, the subsail of
westarn Sahara contains a virtual underground loke, an
immense sheet of fresh water that would enable Ric de
Ciro (the southern portion of western Sahara) to be trams=
formed into o giant garden in the midst of the desart,
There is no need to lock any further in seeking the rea-
son for Mauritania's interest in this region.

But apart fram its economic impertance, western Sahara
is an especially important political and military target
in view of the profound charge in the balance of forces
in Africa caused by the accession to independence of
the former Portuguese colenles, U.5. imperialism is
anxious to strengthen its presence in this region by fos-
tering the annexation of this region by Moroccs and,
secondarily, by Mauritania. The formation of an inde-
pendent Sahara in which a decisive role would be played
by the Popular Front for the Liberation of the Sohara
(PFLS) supported by Algeria iz especially dimly regarded
by imperialism, since such a development could endan-
ger the U.5. military bases on the Canary Islands, Since
the fall of the Coetano regime in Portugal, the bases

in the Azores have no longer represented o very reliable
piece in NATO's military opparatus.

The development of the MPAIAC ( Movement for the
Self-Determination and Independence of the Canary
Archipelago) ond the fraternal ties it has estoblished
with the PFLS confirm that such concerms are well
founded.,



WESTERN SAHARA

A sizeable stake, western Sahara hos been the object

of complex negatiationt and dangerous initiatives of
which the "green march" is only the latest. Fora year
now, Spanish colenialism, forced to fight while retreat-
ing, hos been committed to a policy of pseudo~decolo=
nization, a policy all of the espech of which Madrid
has been unable to contrel, The Spanish regime has
sought o safeguard the essential part of ik economic
and military interests in the region while at the same
time cpening up negotiotions on several fronts,

The firet objective was to postpone the daote of decolo-
nization by unleoshing o brutal repression against the
first actions of the PFLS and by openina fire on deman-
etrators in el=Ayoun, the capital, in June 1970, There
were dozens of deaths and hundreds of wounded; besides
that, there have been many cases of torture. But the
repression did not succeed in halting the development
of the PFLS; which held its founding canference in Au-
gust 1973, The fall of the Castano dictatorship and the
agaravation of tha crisic of the Francoist dictatorship
forced o change in Spanish policy. On August 22, 1974,
Madrid announced ifs intention to organize a referendum
to determine the status of the territory. Concurrently,

it fortered the creation of the PUNS (Party of Saharan
Mational Union), a legal party composed of Saoharan
notables won over to colloboration with the Spanish re-
gimea. The PLUMNS wos supposed to assure o neccolonial
link that would preserve the essential interests of the
Spanish state,

The census taken by the colonial administration in prep-
aration for the referendum rated the population at
75,000, which is very small for o territory practically
half the size of Frunce, The leaders of the PFLS odvance
o much higher figure, on the order of 250, 000-300, 000.
It is true that the overwhelming mojority of the Scharan
population is composed of tribal nemads who are quite
unconcerned with the ortificial lines dividing the re~
gion into areos of Spanish, Algerion, Moroccan, and
Mauritanian adminittration. An essential part of this
nomadic population escaped notice in the census espe-
cinllv becouse they often are forced to seek refuge in
neighboring territories, driven away by the poverty and
underdevelopment to which Spanish colonialism has con=
demned the territory.(1) This population would certainly
be prepared to sattle down ina free and indeperdent
western Sahara, as is shown by the massive support they
have extended to the PFLS, even forcing Mauritania

to tolerate PFLS activity in it territory.

The Spanish maneuvers came to grief with the spectoc-
ular defeat of the PUNS, which despite it ahility to
act legally proved incopable of checking the develop-
ment of mass support for the PFLS, as indicated by the
demomtrotions that greeted the visit of the United MNao-
tions ‘mission to the country in the spring of 1975. More-
over, the secretory general of the PUNS, who felt which
way the wind was blowing and knew that Spain was los-
ing ground, preferred to go owar bag and baggoge (and
with the organization's treasury) to Morocco and de=
clared ollegiance to the Moroccan regime. The PFLS
then put itself forward os the undeniable representative
of the Saharan people and of their will to form an in=
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dependent state. Both the Morehob { Movement of Blue
Men] and the FLU (Front of Liberation and Unity), di-
rectly armed and supported by the Moroccan regime,
defend the thesis of attachment to Moreccan territory
but do not command any serious influsnce among the
Saharan population,

With the quick defeat of the PUMNS, Spain was compe!led
te readjust its policy during 1975, Particularly in the
most recent period, the international isclation of the
Francoist regime, ik grove internal crisis, and the Moo=
roccan offensive hove forced the Spanish regime both

to commit itself to vacating the territary and to epa
negotiations on several fronts, Spain has had to rencunce
preservation of some of its privileges, notably the main=-
tepance of o sizeable military contingent in western
Sohara, which comes to about 55, 000 soldiers and 4, 500
members of an armed police. The decisive role played
by the troops stationed in Moroceo during the fascist
uprising of July 1936 is too well known to disguise the
regime's interest in maintaining relioble armed forces
ovarsaas prepared to intervens again s a counterrevaiu=-
tionary driving lance in the Iberian peninsula. But the
objective being sought in the present negotiations, with
Maorocco and Mauritania on the one hand and with Al-
geria and the PFLS on the other, it limited to the main-
tenance of a military presence in al-Ayoun, which
would serve as a support to the air base in the Canary
Islonds, where coma 35,000 troops ore stationed.

But it has been economic more than military factors that
have turned Froncoist policy atound several Hmes, oc-
casionally at intervals of several days. The lightning
trip of Francoist minister Solis to Morocco about two
weeks ggo led to the announcement of an imminent
Spanish-Merosccan agreement, while the de facte recog-
nition of the PFLS as the only real representative of the
Scharan people several weeks ago heralded a rapid evoc-
wation of the territory by the Sponish army and adminis-
tration and the establishment of on independent state.
But scarcely several days later, the trip of acting chief
of state Juan Caorlos to el-Ayoun turned things around
once more and hardened Spain's position against Mo-




rocco, under the energetic pressure of Algeria, a pres-
sure that was in any case more economic than military,

In point of fact, on the one hand Spain was seeking to
reach an ogreement with Moroceo to maintain a signif=
icant participation in the exploitation of the Bu Craa
phosphate deposifs, a participation that preliminary ac-
cords indicate may be as high as 40 percent. On the
other hand, howaver, the resolve of Algiers seems to
have weighed heavily on the Spanish government, for
Algeria it far and away Spain's leading trading partner
in Africa. According to the Spanish Trade Ministry, of
364, 590 million pesetas worth of exports to Africa in
1974, nearly 10,000 million worth were purchased by
Algeria. Likewise, Spain imported more than 20,000
million warth from Algeria (nearly exclusively oil},

out of a total of 70, 680 million pesetos worth of imports
from the African continent, The economic agreements
that have been reached with Algerid are even more im=
portant than those with the United States, and Morccco
lage far behind that.

The determination of the Algerian government is also
explained by the political and economic interests at
stoke, Algeria is aiming mainly at enlarging its palit-
ical influence through the formation of an independent
Westarn Sahara under the oegis of the PFLS, at lsalating
Morocen and Mauritania, ond ot preventing the strength-
ening of the military and political presence of L. S, im-
perialism in this region. But Algerio isalso seeking an
access to the Atlantic Ocean, which would permit rapid
transit for the oil and natural gos that lie in the part

of the Saharo that is under Algerian control. The cost
of constructing pipelines to the Mediterranean would

be exorbitant, and negotiations with Morocco to gain
permission to pipe gos and oil ocross Moroccan territary,
which would permit more rapid access to the Atlantic,
fall through very quickly,

As for Moraceo, it plays just as impartant if nof even
more impertant o role. The comnsequences of King Hassan's
decision to withdrow the 300,000 participants in the
“green march” cannot be evaluated yet. But even though
this decision seems to herald the possibility of an agree-
ment with Spain, it oppears to represent a political de-
feat for Hassan, an adventure that turned out badly.

In fact, the green march was conceived and orgonized
not as a simple mears of putting pressure on the Spanish
government, but as a real invasion that was intended

to permit the immediate annexation of the territory by
Morocca. An important part of these 300, 000 marchers
hod been recruited from certain layers of the octive
population that Hassan wanted to see installed in west=
ern Sohara as new coloms, Likewise, technicians spe-
cializing in the exploitation of phosphates had been
mobilized to provide replacements for the Sponish ad-
ministration in Bu Craa. In addition, the eriminal adven-
ture of Hossan || was aimed at precise internal political
objectives: to strangle the opposition to the regime, an
opposition that plunged into this crusade (with the CP

in the lead), reconstituting a degree of national unity
not hoped for by such a tottering regime; to firm up the
regime's popular base; ond, finally, to offer an easy
"war" for the Moroccan army, which is still not very
reliable for the regime. On the internal level, Hassan's

operation, lorgely inspired and supported by the United
States, which wos anxious to exploit the internal diffi-
culties of the Francoist regime, turned into a fiasco

and could well result in the elimination of the crown,
This retreat is especially delicate in that what ramains
posed i3 not only the gquestion of western Sohara, in re-
gord to which the Morocean claims are absolutely ille-
gitimate, (2) but also the problem of the Spanish enclaves
of Ceuta and Melilla, which are integral parts of Mo=
roccan territory and should be immediately handed back.
Thus, only the immediate proclamation of o Spanish-
Moroccan occord on Moroceeo's annexation of western
Sohara could safeguard Haossan's position. But for such
an accord to become a reality, it would be necessary
for Marocco to invade the territory, which would run
up agoinst determined resistance from the majority of
the Sahoran population, which backs the PFLS, which

is in turn supported by Algeria, which has the most
powerful army of the countries concerned., In the event
of such an necord, Spain would hurry to evacuate the
territory as quickly as possible, for Madrid has no desire
to get it army embroiled n a difficult conflict in which
its interests would not be directly at stake and whose
comequences could prove to be quite serious,

The future of western Sahora rests essentiolly with the
PFLS. This organization, whose political contours are
difficult to discover, seems to enjoy mass support among
the Saharan population, whose social structures remain
precapitalist, The weak proletariat that has emerged

in the mines and the urban subproletariat, which suffers
from trogic unemployment, exert too weak a social
waight today. The leadership of the PFLS s in the hands
of the small Saharan intellectual elite trained in Spanish
and Morocean universities, |t appeors to be under big
pressure from the Algerian leadership, with which it
broadly identifies. Under such conditions, it is difficult
te envisage the PFLS being able to lead the national
liberation struggle of western Sahara through to the
total national and social liberation of the Saharan pec=
ple and the constitution of a socialist state, But it can
at least resslutely commit itself to the road of the rapid
proclamation of an independent state, In this struggle
against the military threats of Morocco, against the
possibility of an intervention by the Spanish army or o
direct intervention by the United States, it must receive
the resolute support of revolutionary militants ard of

our comrades in Spain In the first place. That is how
things are understood by the militants of the Ligo Comu-
nista Revolucionaria/Euzkadi ta Azkatosuna=V| (Reve=
lutionary Communist League,/Basqus Nation and Free-
dom=5ixth Congress, sympathizing organization of the
Fourth International in the the territory of the Spanish
state), some of whom are now on military service in
western Sahara and are fraternizing with the PFLS,
FOOTNOTES:

1. Inall, western Sahara has 2 secondary schools and
350 hospital rooms, half of which are reserved for Span-
ish eslons,

2, Morocco appeals to links that existed before the
colonization batween Soharan tribes and the sultan of
Marocco, to whom the tribes swore an allegionce that
was purely symbolic in any case.
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PORTUGAL
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
DEFEAT GOVERNMENT

by A. UDRY

The two-week=lona campaign of support to the sixth
government arganized by the Sociolist party and the
Partide Popular Democrdtico (Popular Democrotic
party] has been cut down te ik proper size by the

four days of struggle by the construction workens, The
hopes of the government — or the hopes the govern-
ment pretended to have — rapidly evaporated. Pi-
nheire lost his air of swagger in face of the tens of
thousonds of construction workers, The people demon-
shating in front of 580 Bento Palace bore little re-
semblance to the "people” who had acclaimed Pinhei-
ro on Octeber 25 in Porto, MNovember 4 in Fare, and
MNovember 10 in Lisban,

A bit shaken up, Pinheiro lost his head and in one un-
guarded phrase summed up the antiworker palicy of
the tixth government: "Véo o merda" (Go take o shit),
he shouted at the ters of thousands of worker: chant=-
ing their demands. Thot wos o mistake. The workers
took up the slogan and aimed it back at Pinheiro.

The mobilization of the workers of o key sector of Por-
tuguese copitalism drove home the reality of the relo=
tionship of elass forces for all those who hod been talk-
ing of a retreat or an inversion of the frend,

After the victory of the construction workers, the dem-
aratration colled for Sunday, Meovember 16, by the
coordinating body of the workers commissions of the
industrial belt around Lisbon (contralled by the Commu-
nist party), will certoinly reflect the rise of the move-
ment for workers demands that has been developing
since the beginning of October, Mgreover, fthe bour=
geaisie has undestood the situation quite well, even
though it has decided to launch an alarmist ~ampaign
about & "coup" supposedly being prepared by. the CP.

Thus, the CDS (Centro Democrdtice Social — Demo-
cratic Social Center, a far=right party) issued o commu=
nigu® on November 13 stating: "The sixth government
and the forces that support it have not succeeded in
carrying through their programs. The government hos

ne authority to compel respect and cbedience or to per-
mit the resstablishment of the minimum conditions of
order, discipline, and authority without which power
evaporotes, states dissolve, and parties wind up perish-
ing." As for the PPw, it hos "token refuge” in Porto,

M

affirming that "Lisbon s no longer reliable.” IF the

PPD iz playing the card of @ North=-South opposition,
which could encouroge o reactionary offensive in the
MNorth, this nevertheless expresses the bourgeoisie's fear
of the mobilizing capacity demonstrated by the comstruc-
tion workers,

The SP took a luke=warm shot at the future of the MNo-
vember 16 demenstration and cried: "It is obvious that
such a demonstration has the aim of preparing to block
eireulation in the city and of launching an assoult
ogalnst the basic structures of the state opparatus, " The
SP concluded its communiqué by calling for "vigilance”
and by raising the slogan "Everyone into the streets!”
Mevertheless, the Sociolists refrained from orgonizing
a counterdemons iration in Lisbon, especially a counrer-
demonstration around the traditional slogan: "The peo-
ple are in the strestsl”

AME: first defeat

At the very moment that important sectors of workers
are engaged in struggles for thelr demands, nearly all
of which lead to confrontations with the government
and the Ministry of Labor, the struggles of the soldiers
are continuing. That is what gives a real dimension to
the present palitical crisis.

Thie, the government and the Council of the Revolution
assigned the troops of the DGFA (General Air Force
Dapat) the task of destroying the Rodio Renaoscenga
broadcasting tower in Bureca. Pinheiro de Azevedo ex-
plained; "The Council of the Revelution has accom-
plished its duty in the manner that oppeared least risky,
and the armed forces executed their task with freely
abserved discipline, as is proper.”

The day after this action, howaver, the paratroopers
of the DGFA, united in a plenary assembly, condemned
this operation and voted the following motion;

"We repudiate and condemn the destruction of RR on
orders emanating directly from the Council of the Revo-
lution.

"We inform puklic opinion that the mission was executed




by elements foreign to this unit, concretely by special-
ists of the PSP (Public Service Police), in the presence
of paratroopers belonging to the AMI (Military Interven-
tion Group).

“Further, this action wes aimed essentially ot the de-
struction of an information instrument in the service of
the exploited class and the toilen,

"We demand the immediate dissolution of the AMI and
we repudiate ifs octions. "

Thera were also recctions in other paratrooper units.

For example, the plenary assembly of the sergeants of
the Paratrocper Base and Scheol of Tancos demanded

that “the porotrooper companies that have been detoched
from Lisbon to serve in the AMI be immediately sent
back to the Tancos base. "

The government's success was really complete! Mol
only did the soldiers of the DGFA give a long explana-
tion on the radio and television of the fact that they
hod not been informed of the objective of the mission,
thay even made a comparison between the way the para=
traoper commanderns tried to drag them intoc an attock

on the RALIS (Lisbon light artillery regiment) on March
i1, 1975, and the Radio Renoscenga operation.

"Dissent" has thus token hold in the ronks of the very
troops on whom the government and the Council of the
Revolution had esunted for support. The explanation
the soldiers gave For thair refusal to continue to be part
of the AMI expresses a process of rodicalization and
paoliticization that is unuswal for troops of this charac-
ter, In reaction to the attack on the Redio Renoscenca
broadeasting tower, the soldier-paratroopers thus took
a pesition directly opposed to the sixth govermment. A
very clear clenvoge was introduced between the soldiers
and sergeants on the one side and the officers on the
other. The latter, virtually unanimously, supported the
prime minister and the Council of the Revolution. Thay
in turn got support from the Secialist party. The defanse
of bourgeois institutions has o certain logic. For exam=
ple, in foce of the stated desire of the paratreopers not
to serve as an antiworker striking force, the 5P federa-
tion of the Lisbon urban zone gave its support to the of-
ficen, for: "To destray the paratrospers would mean to
destroy an important weapon of our revelution. " {Por=
tugal Socialista, November 12.)

Statements against the AM| were voted in many unils.
The saldiers of the RIA {Infantry Regimen! of Abrantes),
for exomple, held o general ossembly and adopted o
motion "condemning the AMI and dencuncing the reac-
tionary maneuvers of the sixth government of the bour-
geoisie, which, through the formation of an army of
mercenaries, is creating the conditions for the Portuguese
people to ba crushed by a bloody dictatorship as in
Chile. . . . Our weapons will always be at the side of
the people in the struggle against foscism and copital-
ism. " [MNovember 6, 1975.) Concumently, the move=-
ment for free transportation is continuing. Hundreds of
soldiers are taking the train and refusing fo pay. In ad-
dition, o tendency Is emerging for saldiers to toke di-

rect cantral of the arms depots. In the DGMC (General
Depot of War Matériel) of Belrolas, a struggle commis-
sion was formed with the aim of implementing the slogan,
"The weapons must be controlled by the soldiers who
stand at the side of the worker and psasant masses. " A
support demerstration for this struggle wos organized by
some soldiers from other units.as well as by the workers
and tenants commissions.

The hierarchy is now counting on special oops return=
ing from Angela o gqualitatively strengthen the forces
of intervention,

The man directly resporsible for the attack en Radic
Renoscenga, Alr Force General Morais e Silva, gave

a long explonation of the importance of once again
placing military maneuvers on the agendo, The aim was
cleor: the troops returning from Angola have to be drawn
inte a structure; their contamination bos to be avoided:
"The return of the air force and the troops from the ax=
colonies gives the units o feeling of lack of mistion.
Under thess conditions , . . the creation of these de-
tachments (combat detachments) s extremely dynomic
and mobilizes the troops. " |n face of the many challenges
te these maneuvess by ossemblies of soldiers, the gen-
eral exclaimed: "It would be strange for these maneuvers
nat fo take place, for that is the very reason for the
sxistence of the armed forces, to defend the Portuguese
people and not to serve to multiply generol assemblies

of soldiers." The soldiers undarstand the task of defend=
ing the Partuguese people somewhat differently.

Of course, the level of radicol ization s not ever on a
national scale and the measures demobilizing an Imper-
tant part of the soldien of the land army are going to
have some effects. But it is certain that for the mement
the bourgealsie does nat command sufficient forces ta
deal any important blows to the mass movement, at least
not without risking a very serious crisis. The re-emer-
genca of terrorist octs, carefully caleulated and well
prepared technically, is an index of the loss of confi-
dence in the sixth gavernment by reactionary sectors.
In fact, as if by a miracle, these attacks had stopped
when Pinheiro come to power, Teday they ore starting
up again.

It is even difficult for the govarnmant fo utilize the
police forces, the PSP and the GNR, These troops bear
the mark of the past too much, and that mokes their
utilization politically dangerous. Moreover, they are
beginning to be affected by demoralization, at least
the ones stationed in Lisbon. The government's impe-
tence, its retreats, the attitude of the military police,
and the massive character of the mobilizations (in civil
construction, for example) must generate doubts even
among those who were corsidered Tnvulnerable less than
twi years ago. For exomple, more than cne policeman
hesitated to intervene against the picket of the workers
of the Ministry of Social Communication, who wanted
to prevent the secretary of state for Information — o
former collaborator of the "scientific” services of the
Solazarist secret police — from entering the bufldings
of the Ministry. After several hours, the prime minister



replaced them and dealt directly with the workers of
the ministey |

It thus appears that one of the characteristics of the
current peried, an extremely deep crisis of the state
apparatus, has been confirmed and even intensified,
even though the government tried to assert its "author-
ity" by shutting down Radic Renascenga. This crisis only
reflects the lavel of class confrontation now developing
in Portugal.

A clear defeat

The struggle of the civil construction workers came on
top of the mobilizations of the metalworkers, the bakery
workers, the truckers, etc. All these struggles closhed
with Tomas Rosa, the minister of labor, and more gen-
erally with the government, The comstruction workers
forced the ministers fo back down.

In its latest "emergency plan to resstablish basic eco-
nomic mechanisms, " the government hos cleorly opted
for an "austerity policy." As the plan itself recognizes:
"The austerity palicy is not a popular policy and conse-
quently poses serious political problems. " (A Capital,
Movember 10.} At five o'clock in the moming of MNo-
vember 14, when the government had to give in on the
main demands of the construction workers, the minisfers
were compelled to concretely take notice of the fact
that the gusterity measures did indeed pose "serious po-
litical problems. " Especiolly since according to the
taxt of the "emergency plan® itself, construction was
comsidered a decisive sector for siraightening out the
aconomy as a whole {along with the export sector).
Capitalist pump=priming of the comstruction industry im=-
plied, among other things, not making any concessions
on wages, refusing te Incredase monthly wages from
4,500 escudos to &, 500 escudes.

For twa days, the ministers had to apply some austerity
of theirown! The construction warkers had them under
siege in Sdo Bento Poloce. All the ttreets were blocked,
The capacity for the organization of self-deferse was
impressive, Strict controls were established at each
roadblock . In face of this show of force, the neighbor-
hood inhabitants, almost naturally, presented their iden=
tity cards at each roadblock. The srganizotion of cuto-
mobile troffic wos foken over by workers pickets, For
two entire doys ond nights the workers besieged the gov-
ernment, These thousands of workers — among whom
were o large number of immigrant workers (from Cape
Verde), who were toltally united with their Porfuguese
commades — quickly devaloped a sharp serse of polit=-
ical response, That is an undenioble sign of a revelu-
tionary upsurge. ©n November 14, for example, at

two o'clock in the morning, the negotiotions commission
annbunced that the prime minister wos prepared to ac=
cept the proposals that had been mode, but that he had
to consult the Council of the Revelution, which wos
then meeting ot Belem Palace.

The negotiations commission had alreody occepted this
request by Azevedo, But the thousands of workers on
the scene responded: "Pinheiro does not get out! The
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Council of the Revolution has to come herel" In two
days these thousands of workers, who had gone on such
a strike for the first time, hod csimilated the basie
elements of pelitical tactics. They hod perfectly under-
stood where their strength lay: The capocity to physi-
cally prevent the government from making any move,
not only because of the level of self-defense, but also
because of the very crisis of the repressive apparohus.
A government so well under control that when o heli=
copter arrived carrying food (on the night of November
13}, the workers seized the cargo and faught the minis=
ters what austerity really mearns,

Finally, the degree of the organization of self-defense
constituted a guarantes ogainst any adventurist military
action on the part of certain ultraleftist oroanizations
who too eosily confound the seizure of power with the
seizure of the "winter palace.”

There is no doubt that the victory of the construction
workers will boost the Feeling of strength of the entire
working class. It will also act as a point of reference

for future struggles, For the first Hime, during a strug-
gle for their own demands, the workers tock such sweep-
ing measures as the corstruction of borricodes in the
cities, controlling traffic, ete. All these experiences,
which go beyond the usual temmain of the factory, are
essential in preparing an effective response ond counter=
offersive to all the maneuvers of reaction. A new step
was taken by the Portuguese working class, drawn into
action this time by o section of the closs that hod not
been part of the vanguard, That is alse a sign of the
revolutionary upsurge
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Aleng with this "triumph, " very advanced lists of de-
mands have been drown up in many sectors (see INPRE-
COR, Mo.37, November &), Three points should be
noted, Fimt, the importonce of solidarity with the most
impartant struggles. Every time a mobilization ocquires
a certain breadth or becomes a point of crystallization,
motions of support come from workers commissions from
all aver the country. '

Second, a debate hos begun within the werkers vanguard
over the question of warkers control, Since September
the "commission of control of production and manage-
ment" at Soreframe has been publishing a bulletin called
"Workers Control." |n the big SACOR factery (petmol),
a real program of workers contral, preceded by on ex-
planatery text, was voted in o general assembly. This
definition of workers control waos published in the Sore-
frame bulletin: "Workers control Is thus o transitional
phase. |t is o school in which the workers learn the
secrets of managing their enterprises and in which new
democratic methods of management are created, " While
the workers of many enterprises, and even restaurants
ard shops, immediately place the label "workers con-
tral" on their struggle, the reporting of such resolutions
— by Repiblica, For example — obviously plays an im=
portant rale in determining the objectives of the work-
ers actions,

Finally, because of the link between the level of the
demands (workens contral, socialist planning, reconver-
sion) ond the confrontation with the government, the
problem of the functioning of the weorkers commissions,
of their coordination amd centralization, is posed ever
more sharply. Buring the plenary assembly of the work=
ers commissions of the "Lisbon industrial belt, " an as=
sembly controlled and strongly manipulated by the CP,
the secretariat could not prevent the debate frem turn~
ing around this crucial question. In line with their per
spective , the members of the CP emphasized the role
of the workers commissiors as "organs of pepular will
and of defense of gains won, " that is, os organs that
exist side by side with the institutions of o bourgeolis-
democratic parliamentary system. Other tendencies,

on the other hand, offirmed that the workers commis-
sioms "gre instruments: through which werkers power is
asserted and are the orgens of the embryonic popular
power of the future proletarian state." A good part of
the strategic debate now going on can be summed up

in these two definitions.

The objective basis for assuring a centralization of the
workers commissions is thus being affirmed ever more
strongly. The same is true for the tenants commissions,
which on the one hand are much more subject to divi-
sions among the various political currents.and on the
other hand are very heterogansaus in terms of their real
representativeness, the degree to which they function
regularly, ete, But this movement toward centraliza-
tion requires both a very clear position in favor of work-
en democracy and propagonda and concrete initiatives
that pose centralization as an inherent necessity of the
movement for workerns demands. The political weakness
of the far left, often marked by a frenetic ultraleftism,
constitutes one of the major obstacles to the launching

of this process of centralization, which weuld be pos-
sible despite a relatively uneven deavelopment of the
workers mobilization betwesn the North and the Scuth,

Remodeling the

During the most recent pericd, the CP has undeniably
taken the initiative again and is asserting its outhority
agairst a far left that is incapable of teking advantage
of the relationship of forces and the gains that were
made between August and the beginning of September.

Thus, the CP has proven ifs capacity for mobilization

in the Alentejo and in Lisbon threugh the pessant orge-
nizations and the Intersindical (trade-union federation).
Its objective is clear. On October 27 Octavio Pato,
leader of the CP in the Constituent Assembly, declared:
"The solution to the crisis must come about through a
rapprochement and entente between the political par-
ties and the MFA, through an entente among the left
parties, the CPand the SP. . . . The solution to the
erisis necessarily implies the existence of o government
that has the confidence of the various tendencies of the
MFA, the officers, sergeants, soldiers and sailors, the
left parties, the popular mosses, the werking class. Only
a gevernment that is capable of inspiring this confidence
will be able to resstablish the autherity, discipline,

and intensive work that it is essential to develop. " (A
Capital, Ccteber 30.)

The CP does not want to overthrow the government, for
it fears the crisis thot would open up as o result of the
fall of the government while the workers mobilization
is continuing. It desires aonly a realignment of the gov-
ernment and of the Council of the Revelution arourd
an 5P-CP-MFA axis,

Because of that, the CP refrains from attacking Pinheiro
de Azevedo and attacks mainly the PPD and various
ministers. In addition, in face of the mobilization of
the comtruction workers, the CP lagged behind some-
what (the union organized and controlled the mobiliza-
tion) and took its distance from certain measures of strug-
gle, On November 13, for example, the CP published
a communiqué affirming: "While supporting the demon-
stration and the encirclement of 580 Bento Paloce, the
CP nevertheless disagrees with the sequestering of the
deputies of the Constituent Assembly and of the prime
minister. " The overture toward the 5P and the respect
due Pinheiro have their exigencies!

Given the workers mobilizations, it is not impossible
that a section of "the nine" (the group of Melo Antunes)
may arranpe a rapprochement with the Gongalves sup-
porters in order to present some proposals to the SF,

and farmally to the CP, propesals for the recompesition
of the government on an SP-CP-MFA basis. The sizth-
and-a-half provisional government could then come

into existence. |t wbuld remain provisional . This "solu=-
tion" would be difficult, but any other would be even
more difficult.

Movember 15, 1975



CZECHOSLOVAKIA
SEVEN YEARS

AFTERTHE
INVASION

by TIBOR SERETI

During the past year the Czechoslovak authorities have
been unpleasantly surprised by the public appearance,
several months apart, of two decuments that they would
have preferred to pass over insilence. Last February,
the publication of the memois of Josef Smrkovsky, a
member of the Political Bureou of the Czecheslovak
Communist party under the Dubcek 'aadership, threw
some harsh light on the decisive weeks that preceded
the Sovietintervention of August 1968, Next, it was
Dubcek himself who took the floor, o3 the Czechoslovak
socalist opposition made public a letter he had oddreised
to the Czechoslovak parllament In Cetober 1974, the
publication of which provoked & vigorous counterattack
by the bureavcrats.

Content of the Dubcek letter

"The major reason for which | am writing this latter, "
Dubcek began, "is that socialist democracy and legality
are being trampled under foot, In viclation of the Con-
stitution and of Communist morality, the organs of the
Ministry of Interior have ceaselessly restricted my free-

doms and that of my family. . . . Respect for the opin-
ions of the majority has been virtually abolished; the
utilization of a whole series of methods has |eft a free
field for abuses of power by the army and, obove all,

by the organs of the Ministry of the Interior, which have
risen above the rest of soclety thanks to the powers ol
their command. " After affirming that sven the judicial
orgars are monipulated by the political police, Dubcek
enumarated, in detail, the methods, functionaries, and
even the vehicles used against him in the daily surveil-
lance to which he is subjected, furnishing many exam-
ples of palice activities and describing, offen humorously,
some of the informers he has spotted.

Pubcek then spoke of the letters he had sent to various
autherities, inclding Communist party Secretary Gustav
Husak, receiving only ridiculous arswers. He clis men-
tioned the complaint he had finally filed against the pub-
lic prosecutor, This complaint, of course; led to nothing.
It anly intensified the police measures. The First conclu-
sions Dubcek drew concerning democracy within the par-
ty and society as a whaole were os follows:

"On the one hand, some sections of the security ser-
vice use and gbuse their powers to carry on the illégal
octivities | have mentioned abova {the survaillonce
and Intimidation — [NPRECOR), and on the aother
hand, some forces within these units are trying fo loke

ical life,

over exclusive control of all public and polit
« « « That is why this security network hos been woven
around me, and that is also why informers of all vari-
eties hove been posted ot all levels of society. This
inhibits the activity and political education of the
party, the principal Function of which hos be
placed by coercion. . . . Ina'party that is ¢
of the possibilities of free discussion, a party th
not even capable of axercising regular contral o
its own most important bodies, it &5 inevitable thot
corruption will spread . The double gome becomes gen-




eralized: People act differently in public and in pri-
vate, in meeatings and with their friends. Instead oof
conducting themselves frankly in the party, the trade
unions, among the youth, In the women's erpaniza-
tiens, . . . and in the press, the populotion becomes
gripped with indifference, an indifference that drags

in its woke an atmosphere of suspicion, fear, hypoc-
risy, and police informing. Insuch a situation, itis
impossible to obtain a democratic majority in the party.

As against this method, Dubcek reaffirmed the demo-
cratic legitimacy of the line followed ofter January
1968 and msserted that even (ond especially) ofter the
invasion, his poliey was the only realistic one for lift-
ing the country out of the crisis into which it bad been
plunged by the invasion. He then described the pro-
cess by which he and his teom were removed from power
in April 1949 ond how the new leodership of the party
wound up annulling the party resolution of MNovember
1948 and challenging the whole policy carried out
after January 19¢8, the date he took power. He reaf-
firmed the differences of his line from that of the pres-
ent leaders and stressed that what were involved were
“two irreconcilable lines."

Dubcek then refuted the vorious occusations that have
been mode agaimt his palicies: thot they were lead-
ing to a return to capitalism, an abelition of the
planned economy and of collective property in agri-
culture, an abandoning of the community of socialist
countries, and, especially, a relaxation of links with
the USSR, Said Dubcek: "Taday, just as at the time
the Action Program was published, | am convinced

« « + that the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic cannot
base its policy on withdrowal from the community of
soc ialist countries; on the contrary, it needs this co~
aperation vitally, especially with the Soviet Unian,
That waos and will be the basis of Czechoslovak foreign

policy."

Then Dubcek brought up the present situation in the
country, and especially the system by which professional
competence is measured by the degree of ideclogical
conformity, as defined by the party leadeship, He af=
firmed that such a system has led to the "forced resig-
nation of o great number of professionals in Tndustrial
and cultural life" and that this system couses irreparable
domage to the country. He charged that the curmrent
leadership of the party had proven itself incapable of
resalving any of the problems of society and warned

that there was danger of an evolution similar 1o the

ona that led to the Polish workers uprising in Decem-
ber 1970,

Quick and clumsy reactions

Dubcek's letter provoked violent reactions, both in
Crechoslovokio and abroad. But the most surprising
thing was the clumsiness Husok turned cut to be capable
of [from the standpoint of his own interests) . He ap-

peared on television, defeated and foaming at the
mouth, and threatened Dubcek and others of his ilk

with arrest at worst and forced exile in Sweden at-best,
Henceforth, Husok concluded, these who wage such
compaigns and publish such letters will be considerad
“open traitors, avowed enemies of the Czechoslovok
people and their social system." The newspaper Smena
{in its April 25, 1975, issue) went further, indicating
that "all tolerance has its limits" ard heavily insisting
that of all these respansible "for the chaos of 1968 and
1959, " none of them, Dubcek included, hod been con-
demned to death or deprived of the possibility of lead-
ing a "normal life." It must not be deduced from that,
the author of the article continued, that those respon=
sible will be allowed to take advantage of this leniency
to sow choos.

Mot even the trials of the summer of 1972 had given
rise to such o spectacle and such a flowering of invec-
tive. The slanders at least had the merit of revealing
the existence of the letter to the whole population and
of confirming the identity of its author. Husak's tele-
vised tirade was o big help to the oppesition, saving

it several months, if not more, of propaganda work.
Ancther consequence of Husak's sortia was the credit
he granted the oppesition, despite himself. Such vie-
lent attacks would be directed only against an impar-
tant enemy that represents a real danger; thus, In mak-
ing these attacks, Husak confessed that ofter several
years of normalization and consolidation, the regime

is o unstable that a simple letter is sufficient to threat-
en it.

The official reactiors did not stop there. A press com=
paign was launched against Dubcek, ond alsc against
Smrkovsky and his memoirs. It was like the good old
doys: The press compaign wes accompanied by o cam-
paign in the foctories to have workers vote indignant
resolutions. But this Hime, unlike In the good old days,
this campaign did not at all achieve the success that
had been hoped for. In the Aritma factory in Prague,
for example, the workers had the insolence to ask to
see the content of the Dubcek letter before voting on
the resolution, This was refused, of course, but the
resolution was consigned fo oblivion,

The security services hod less difficulty. At the end of
April they launched a series of searches in all the mi-
lieus considered oppositional, that is, the intelligentsia,
the former collaboraters of Dubcek and Smrkovsky, for=
mer members of the party apparatus who resigned during
the normalization, and, finally, former political pris=
oners freed after having served their sentences. The
confiscation of books, documents, and various news-
papers was followed by interrogation conducted in the
offices of the security services. And although it seems
that those arrested were held for only a few hours, the
scope of the police operations was nonetheless confirmed
by the newspaper Svobedne Slove, which indicated that
522 suspects had been questioned. These police sweeps
took place simultaneously in Prague, Brno, and Brati-
slava, which underlines the regime's nervousness and

its desire to strike a heavy blow.
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An admission of weakness
But what were they ofraid of? One can only note that
the Dubcek letter did not seem to bother the Soviet
leaders for very long. They were sven rather tranquil
about the whole thing, for there is nothing in the letter
that would really clash with the Soviets — from the
constant reference to the MNovember 1948 resalution,
which was penonally approved by Brezhnev, to the
recognition, explicit onceagain, of the need for priv-
ileged relations with the Soviet Union. Dubcek was es-
pecially careful in the delicate chapter on "anti-3o-
vietism, ! for he stressed the responsibility of the Husak
leadenhip, whose "policy has deepened anti-Soviet
sentiments among the population, " and overlooked the
responsbility of the Soviets themselves, whose tanks
have something to do with this state of affairs. Obyi-
eusly, this is o piece of deliberate forgetfulness, which
was aimed ot preventing Husok from calling for protec-
tHen from "big brother" and at keeping the polemic re-
stricted to the domestic terrain, where Husck is weakest.

In fact, the Husak feodership is reaching the end of its
rope, having achieved none of the objsctives it had
set ielf, In reality, this is the major facter that moved
Dubcek to breok his silence, o silence he hod main-
tained for several years, Dubcek knows that he helds
an estential trump cord: credibility; more than anyone
elsa, he can draw on the confidence of the population,
and in Czecheslovakia today that mears a lor. Dubcek
proposed to place ihis confidence at the service of the
party in order to reunify the population, samething
that Husak is incopoble of doing, os Dubcek himself
stressas,

This sort of language is aimed essentially ot the cluster
of middle=leval codres of the apparatus who are uneosy
about their ever growing lsolation. This type of lan-
guage is more apt thon any fdeclogical discourse to al-
tract an Important section of the apparatus strongly dis-
turbed by the uncertain discussion that is now going

on at the ruling heights of the porty.

Economic and political situation

This discussion, the stakes of which are both political
and economic, involves all the problems that Czecho-
slovakia has confranted since the invesion. The choices
have never been more difficult. Meither tanks nor trials
have been able to deal with the problems they were
supposed fo resolve, Above all, they have been uncble
ta make the machines in the plants run properly. And,
once again, it is here that the Husck leadership is being
hit most painfully. In the first moments of its euphorio,
the Husok leadership thought it could count an unreserved
econemic aid from the Soviet Union, And, in foct, two
years after 1948, Czechoslovak store windows were the
best stocked in East Europe, which stimulated an unprec-
edented wave of corsumption in the country. It was far-
gotten that this consumption did not rest on a volume

of production capable of satisfying demand. In fact,

the armed intervention hod destroyed the necessary eco-
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nomic reforms that had been the main subject of discus-
sion among leading circles during the 1980:, |t was this
discussion that hod led to the replacement of MNovotny
by Dubcek on January 5, 1948, after a fierce foction
fight. After August 1948, the normalizers, who under-
stood the explosive charocter of the discission on the
economic reform, scurried to suspend any innovative
economic meosure and decided that it wos urgent . . .
to wait, Thus, the some old problems persisted: poor
quality of production, excessively high production costs,
waste, ond so on, Mot fo mention, of courte, corrup=
tion, sometimes at the highest levels of the party lead-
ership.(1)

The palitical particularities of the moment did nat at
all help the situation, The noscent resistance of the
working class, which replied to the invasion with slow=
dowrs, obsenteism, and sometimes even soboroge, wai
rounded out by the lack of competent personnel in en-
tire branches of preduction. The normalizerns had re-
maved thousands of codres ond technicians whe were
considered too fovorable to the Dubcek regime; atomic
scientists are sweeping streets, electrical engineers are
doing manual labor or warking in warehouses. During
the great wave of purges Tn 1757 some 40 percent of
technical personnel in the economic opparatus were
given their walking papars and replaced by bureaucrats
whose incompetence was equaled only by their servility
teward the new regime. The same development sccurred
in the trade=union opparatus, nearly all the workers
who had been elected by their comrades being removed.
This process eventually reached broad layers of the in-
telligentsio who, prevented from working, were sent
into production. In Progue, for example, the latest
bridge built over the Vitava River is popularly known
as "intelligentsio bridge, " so high wos the number of




former writers and journalists who participated in ik
cons truction.

In o period of full-blown technological change, no
country can afford the luxury of sending half of ifs tech-
nicians, trained over long years and at great expense,
back to the assembly line. But that fs just what Czecho-
slovakia did during the normalization. Under such con-
ditiens it is not surprising that the problem of compe=
tent personnel is a burning one that comes up constantly.
The problem of reintegrating cadres removed for polit-
ical reasors was brought up os leng ago os the Central
Committee plenum of Cctober 1972, but no salution
was proposed. Two years later; during the Movember
1974 Central Committee plenum, the question was
placed on the ogenda once again, for it had become
stil] more serious because of the difficulties that were
piling up. The discussion must have been quite sharp,
far, contrary to the usual practice, Husak's speech was
not published In the press, and no information worthy

of interest was revealed to the public, The functionaries
and party membership hod to be content with a short
tnnocuous internal document; the public was served
with some severe criticisms of Dubeek, But there s no
doubt that this session of the Central Commitiee wos
devoted mainly to economic difficulties, as is testified
to by, among other things, o sentence in the internal
document admitting that the Czechoslovak economy

hod suffered a loss of 20, 000 million crowns following
the increate in the price of Soviet oil.

The price of ail, and more genemlly the prices of all
row materials and energy sources, is one of the great
problems of the hour. The Soviets, who enjoy a virtual
monopoly on these proeducts in East Europe, decided to
roise the prices. In doing this, they seem nat to have
taken occount of the development plans of the "peo-
ple's democracies, " which were worked out at the be-
ginning of the 1970s and anticipated that prices would
remain stable, A meeting of the Comecon countries in
December 1974 led to an average increase of 54 per-
cent in the price of oil and row materials; moreover,

it seems that the Soviens made no guarantees on daliv-
eries{2], controry to what was requested by their clients,
whao were uneasy about current plars and investments.
These clients will thus have ta turn to other exporters
and pay the high prices of the capitalist market, prices
that are higher than those offered by the Soviet Union,
even after the Soviet incregses,

The oil problems are added fo the problems posed by
the warld capitalist crisis. There is no question of claim-
ing that this is o decisive factor for Czechoslovakia,
but it is in any case not a negligible one. Gererally
specking, the volume of exchange between East and
Wast has steadily increased during the past decade ond
bos even accelerated during the past several years.
Czachoslovakia, which did not escape this trend, now
finds itself in o situation in which imports from the cap-
italist world are much more expensive because of infla-
tian, while exports are more difficult to sell because
the capitalist crisis has worsened the competitive posi=
tion of Czechoslovak products.(3)

Finally, ond this is not intended to blacken the picture
artificially, internal economic foctors have some weight
in the bod economic situation of the country. These

are the troditional economic problems of the people’s
democracies, directly derived from the political choices
of the bureaucracy, ifs social parisitism(4) and its po-
litical hegemony. Just to recall the situation; we could
menton the low productivity of labor, the new invest-
ments that entall excessively high wholesale prices,
anarchic economic choices that too often render pro-
duction inadequate to the needs of the population, oc-
cumulated savings that pecple refuse to spend on pro-
ducts of poor quality. The incessant and nit-picking
contrels further waigh down an economic mechanism
that, in Czechoslovakia, is already particularly heavy.

New talk of economic reform

In such a situation, some people think that it witl in=
evitably be necessary to roise consumer prices in order
to absorb the new charges. But to what extent will such
increases (there s talk of 15 percent) be tolerated by
corsumers? |n Prague, as in the other capitals of East
Europe, the bureaucrats have strong memories of the
Polish revalts in the Baltic ports following the sharp
increase in retail prices in late 1970, That shot came
too close for comfort for them to lightly plunge into a
similar experimant, Thus, it oppears more likely that
the future measures will be grodual, less immediarely
felt, and orienfed toward the long term.

It is in this context that there is new tdlk of the eco-
nomic reform and of the measures that were taken by
Dubcek when he was in power. A few weeks after the
MNovember 1974 Central Committes, a member of the
presidium of the Slovakian party had a significant ar-
ticle published dealing with economic questions. Some
possages hod a somewhat smoldering odor. For example:
“The efforts to establish solid relations between produc-
tion and trode are based on comsiderations of rational
order. Such efforts should be sur major concern today.
The ideas of those difficult years (that is, the years of
the Dubcek leadership — INPRECOR) were neither
wholly reactionary nor irreconcilable with socialist
society. |t would be o big error to think so. After all,
it wos precisely the erroms and foults, insufficiencies
and weoknesses, that, ignored for long years, served
os an objective basis for abuses when demagogy gave
rise to hysteria or half truths, "

If these words have any meaning, it is no more or less
than a recognition of the validity of the theses of Ota
Sik, that is, the economic palicy of Dubdek! And the
concessions to the given circumstances ( "demagogy, "
“hysteria, ¥ "half-truths") do not lessen the weight of
the confession. For those who are familior with the de-
bates that went on and are still going on in the upper
circ!zs of the party, there is as much between the lines
in this passage as there is in the lines themelves, Con-
trary to all official declarations, the author not only
recognizes that the Dubcek economic policy was cor-
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rect (even if it led to abuses), but also Tssues a discrete
warning about the future, when it might become impos=
sible to correct "errors and faults, insufficiencies and
weaknesses. " To avoid this, the author proposes o bet-
ter utilization of the market os an economic regulator,
giving more flexibility to the planning system, allow-
ing more room for initiative to the "middle~level" eco-
nomic cadres, and o on. Oto 5ik, exiled and regularly
imulted by the Progue press, could easily Find his own
ideas here.

A long rood has been traveled. Seven years after the
military Invasion, on important member of the bureau-
cracy recognizes that this intervention hos been so un=
able to settle anything that it is necessary to return to
old recipes. You would think you were back in the
1980s, when the debate on the economic reform was at
its helght, From this standpoint, 1975 locks mere and
more |lke 1967, the difference being that Novotny s
now named Husak: but the competitor is still Dubcek.
A Dubcek with o martyr's halo to add to his scarcely
tarnished glory.

Meaning of the letter

That js the context in which the Dubcek letter must be
understood, He wrote it in reference to debates with
which he could not have been unfamiliar, Meore quickly
than Husok or the Soviat leoders, Dubcek understood
the meaning and possibilities of these debates. Insteod
of having the policy of the reformens be applied by old
Stalinists on the rebound, It would be better to give

the policy a minimum chance of success by having it

be applied by the reformers themsalves,

Ta be sure, the Czechetlovak leadership is not yet pre-
pared — far from it — to acceptsuch a salution. But
some leoding circles are alreody prepared to consider

a rapprochemant with some of the ousted personalities.
As long ago a: early 1975, exploratory discussions ook
place between Hutak's emissaries and representatives
of the opposition. The point was to set the price for
possible future collaberation, Such contacts did net go
vary far, becouse they come to grief over the prior de-
mand of the oppwsition: the immediate release of all
tha political prisoners.

In any cose, there is no indication that the Dubcekist
opposition waos prepared to collaborate. The Dubcek
letter would indicate rother the opposite, since it in-
sisted strongly on the Trreconcilability of the twa palit-
ical lines. Dubcek s putting himself forward os an al-
ternative to the Husak regime rather thon as an aide

in resolving the current difficulties. |t would of course
be d:::ngarnui to comnsider such an attempt as won in ad=
vance, for the threats of expulsion from the country or
of a frame-up trial are mony. But against such threats
there is a given objective situation and o constantly
shrinking maneuvering room for Husok. |f Dubcek were
definitively prevented from speaking, the current he
represents and the credit attached to his name would
remain. And gbove o, there would remain o parlance

to which the middle-level bureaucrats have proven sen-
sitive, so great is their fear of the future and so pro-
found is their doubt about the possibilities of the Husak
team.

P

PRAGUE, AUGUST 1969 demonstration against
“tank communism” marks first anniversary of the
Soviet invasion.

From the stondpoint of Husok's interests, such doubt
within the apparatus is far from healthy. It could sud-
denly lead to rivalries ond clique battles, turning fo-
day’s majorities into tomorrow's minorities. The histary
of the people's democracies still provides lessons in this.

The fight around the party — that is what was really at
stake in the Dubcek letter. That is what explains the
incredible nervousness of o team that now feels its troops
slipping away. And the battle is far from over. After
beginning on the national terrain, it inevitably moved
te the international arena. A long document drawing

o balance~sheet of the six years of nermalization is

now circulating in Czechoslovakia. Written by Zdenek
Mlynar, former secretary of the Central Committee and
member of the Palitical Bureou of the Czechoslovak
Communist party under Dubcek (fired in September 1969
and then expelled from the party), this document s

said to propose a series of measures capable of erasing
the effects of the intervention in Czechoslovakia. But
all these meotures have one precandition: the elimina-



tion of the present leadership team. In cerfain circles

it is said that this document was written to be presented
to the meeting of the European Communist parties, per-
haps even under the cegis and responsibility of the Ital-
ian CP.

Husak ‘s responses to this offensive have been remarkable
“for their precipitousness and clumsiness. We have ol-
ready mentioned the press campaign.and the police ac-
tions. Another aspect of the disputes was the amnesty
decree promulgated on May B, 1575, on the occasion
of the thirtieth anniversory of the country's liberation
from Maozi occupation. The milieus concerned, com-
farted by rumors coming from high places, expected
brood amnesty measures. But the change in the p 'it-
ical conjuncture considerably reduced the field of ap~
plication of this decree, which lurned out to affect
only those who hod commiitted merely "benign errors, ™
That is, it excluded all those whe were sentenced for
ach related to the events of 1958, This measure will
make any reconciliation between Husak and the opposi-
tion still more difficult. |t may already be impossible,

The Husak leadamship has never been so isolated and
impatent, The most characteristic sign of this impotence
is that the leodership is corstantly forced to reassert
the legitimacy of i power and, concurrently, to burn
all bridges to the groups with which same eollaboration
would be conceivable. This weakening of the Husok
leadership may appear paradoxical, since Husak was
relatively recently "elected” president of the republic.
In reatity, however, this slection was an additional
admission of lsolation. The replacement of Svobeda,
former president of the republic, had in fact bean on
the agenda for mare than o year, the time at which his
impotence hod become guasi-official. The meost variad
rumors were making the rounds about who his replaoce=
ment would be, but in real life the choice finally set-
tled on Husok, who is now president in addition to being
secretary general of the Communist party. From the
standpoint of the real Importonce of the post of presi-
dent, it may ot well have been somebody else. But the
same I8 not true of the symbols and memories invalved,
Every Czechoslovak citizen remembers Noveiny's situa-
tion in 1968; he occupied both posts and was occused
of holding exorbitant power and finally removed. Today
Husak is rather in the position of o Novotny who hap-
pens to be Slovakian, an oggravating circumstance.

A circumstance that will be utilized by & good part of
the Czech population to fortify bath its chouvinism and
il copasition.

It is highly significant that in spite of these inconve=
niences, [t was judged that any other personality, even
the mest neutral and least compromised, would be o
worse choice than Husak. It is as if there was no other
choice.

An odditional subject of uneasiness for Husok is the
strange reserve the Soviet leaders exhibited throughout
the whole affair. OF course, at the end of April Pravda
published on account of Husak's television speech; later,
on tha occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of the vie-
fory over Nazism, Krilenko described Husak as a "loyal

son of the working people, o patriot and internation=
alist, an important member of the international commu=
nist movement. " But Soviet support never went beyond
that. Above all, no compaign was waged in the Moscow
press to come to Prague's rescue. Dubcek's name was
not even mentioned. One cannot assume From this that
there has been an overturn in the introbureaueratic al-
liances — not at all = but Husak certainly remembers
the sudden and unexpected abandonment suffered by
Movatny when the Soviet bureaucrats judged him less
capable than Dubcek of controlling an uncertain situo=
tion. And he especially remembers 1973, when Piotr
Shelest was removed from his functions in the Political
Bureau of the Communist party of the Soviet Union, As
is wsual In such circumstances, there was no lack of
rumors charging the fallen bureaucrat with all sorts of
sins, among them having tricked the Soviet leadership
inte earrying out the invesion of Czechoslovakia in
1968, As if it was necessary to find o scopegoat for a
sad misunderstanding that was going to be quickly put
right, After all, it would not be the first time fer such
surprising lurnabouts.

Husak, who knows this better than anyone else, hos
every reason to be uneasy, Saven years after the infer-
vention, nothing ls settled, and everything seems to
be starting all over again. To the point that things are
happaning that seem like re=runs. In the outumn of 1947
the students of Prague demonstrated against electricity
cuts in the university darmitories, chanting "Light!
Light! " The police saw this as o subversive demonstra-
tion, and they repressed it savagely, which led ta the
process that culminated with the eviction of Navotny.
This year, on the first day of spring, some students
marched through the compus under @ banner reading,
"Long live spring! Grass, have you decided to grow?"
A whole program.

FOOTNOTES:

1. Inits June 12, 1975, issue Le Monde reported thot
heavy sentences (ten to thirtéen years in prison) hod
been handed down ogainst three high functionaries of

the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Trade, They had
pocketed 1 percent of all transactions with foreign coun=
tries arranged by their agency, which came to about
$105,000. According to other seurces, a disciplinary
procedure was launched against twe members of the
Central Committes and one regional party secretary
(From the Czech branch], olso on charges of corruption.

2, The reason, very simple, was explained by the War-
saw waekly Polityka: "In 1974 the USSR obtoined 1,000
millien rubles from the Comecon countries for delivery
of 50 million barrels, During the same year, the Soviet
Union obtained more than 4,000 millicn rubles for the
70 million barrels sold o the West, "

3. On this subject, see the figures cifed in Die Wochen=
bericht, January 23, 1975.

4. Asmall symbol: The special shops for bureaucrats,
mast of which hod disappeared during the 19805 in the
countries of Eost Europe, have now been recpened, dis-
cretely, in Prague, |s that a sign of the crisis?
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THAILAND...

Thial studenis demaonstrate in Banghok in 1973

The lagislative elections of Janvary 1975 were unable

to resolve the chronic crisis of the Thal regime that
emerged from the sudden fall of the military dictator-
ship in Ocrober 1973, On the contrary, they reflected
the deep political and social instability of the country,
[Ses |INPRECOR, No,21, March 13, 1975.) The first
governmant, the minority government of Sani Pramoj,
wos succeeded by o more duroble coolition of parties

led by Kukrit Pramaj, brother of the previous prime
minister, But obove and beyond the parliamentary gome,
thers hos been o grodual recompesition of the mass move-
ment on the one hand and the forces of the right on the
other, o recomposition that has token the form of a grow-
ing class palarization. This is @ new phenomencn for
Thailand, and it confirms the charocter of the period
opened by the "revolution" of Octeber 1973 as one of
the awakening of clase struggle,

I'he agrarian crisis

This onaoing polarization hot taken an especially acute
form in the countryside in the Neorth, where the larga
landed proprietors hove arranged the systematic murder
of the cadres of the Farmers Federation of Thailand (FFT).
This arganization was officially founded only on Moveém-
ber 27, 1974, but it nevertheless hos roots in peasant
mabilizations that took place before the fall of the mili-
tary dictatorship. At one time, in fact, many farmers
from various provinces came together in Bangkok in re-
sporse to o demagogic invitation fssued by Colonel
MNarong Kittikachom, one of the strong men of the mili-
tary friumverate then ruling the country.

The first chief of government named at the end of 1973
— Sanyn Dharmasakti — was comscious of the explosive
potential of the countryside. In fact, the agrarion crisis
is a structural one, as is the crisis of the entire economy.
Thai agriculture is largely extensive. According to Brian
Phelan, %0 percent of the country's growth in agricul-
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tural production since the second world war has been
due to the extersion of the amount of land under culti-
vatian, through the clearing of new land and the plant-
ing of new crops. However, "Today the land frontier
has been reached in many parts of the country, with
growing landlessness, tenancy, and attendant agrarian
unrest. (Breadly speaking, londlessness is more ocute in
the northern valleys, tenoncy in the central plain, and
indebtedniess in the arid northeast, while in the South
there are extensive illegal settlemants that have pro-
duced land uses termed 'ecologically cotastrophic. '} "(1)

A “green revolution” in Thalland would have meant
transition to an intensive agriculture, which implies a
complete restructuring of the rural economy, which is
charocterized by a class of landed proprietors organically
tied to the state apparatus and jealous of its privileges
and o mast of londless paosants, who now corstitute 40-
&5 percent of the rural population.

During 1974, Sanya hod three lows adopted: the Land
Reform Act, the Farm Rent Bill, and the Farmer’s Aid
Fund Bill. Officially, the point was to assure o signif-
icant distribution of land to the needy, to drive down
the rate of farm tent, to assure a minimum price for
grain, and to furnish financial aid for modernization
and for the purchase of fertilizer. After calling for the
adeption of an agrarian legislation {and in spite of the
moderation of the one that hod been adopted), the peas-
ant movement scught to put pressure on the government
to force the application of the law, Apart from a few
grandstand gestures (the king donated some of his per-
sonal land holdings and some of the erown lands 1o the
reform fund), the agrarian lows turned into deod letters
in the provinces.

Successive delegations of peasants went to Bangkok, o
process that culmingted on May 1, 1975. More than
20, 000 peasants assembled on that day, linking up with
the workers and students movements., There were six
simultanecus demonstrations In the cities of Chieng Mai,
Lompang, and Pitlsanulok (in the Nerth), Udern and
Surin (in the MNortheost), and Bangkok, The FFT laid
siege to the ministries for o week. But in vain. Kukrit
Pramoj slammed the door and broke off discussions. The
farmers were supposed fo continue to give 50 percent
and more of their harvests to the landed proprietors.

This breakoff of negotiations morked an important turn
in the history of the peasant struggles. At the time of
its foundation, the FFT hod proclaimed iis apolitical
character. But after the breakoff of the negotiotions,
i members went back to their villoges to turn the FFT
into a militant movement of mass struggle. Since then,
the FFT has supported left parties, like the Socialist
party of Thailand during the by-elections in Chieng
Mai, An initial test of strength cccurred immediately
after the rupture of discussiors in Bongkok. During o
period of four months, twenty-one leaders of the FFT
were murdered one after another by professional killers.




Growing Class

by PAUL PETITJEAN

Half of these murders took place in the North, where
Intha Sriboonruang, reglonal president of the FFT, was
murdered on July 30,

The agrarian crisis is especially acute in the MNorth.
Frogmentation of land occurs quickly for the smallhold-
ing pegsants, In 1961 average holdings were 16,1 rai
{with a national average of 21.7 rai). In 1972-73 the
figure in the Morth had fallen to 8.8 rai.(2) lnan in-
terview granted shortly before his death, Intha gave a
good illustration of the process of radicalization going
on in the peosant movement, He said, on July 15:

"If we ore united and if we bave a large rumber of far=-
mers participating in fighting the couse, we will be
able to get somewhere. From now on, we will only fight
for land reform so that the farmers can have their ewn
land to till. The present system of land reform cannot
work, becouse those supervising the scheme are all rich
people chosen by the officials themselves. Believe me,
as long as the copitalist gavernment 7s in power, we
will never see impravements in our living conditions,
As long as the state power is not In our hands, we will
continue to live this way. . . . I'll have to fight, |

am not scared about death. If we didn't fight we would
be dead anyway. "(J)

This test of strangth between the landed Interests and
the farmers movement required a national resporse uni-
fying the struggles of the peasants, workers, and stu=
dents. This nationol resporse, however, was limited by
the internal weaknesses of the mass movement and the
Thai revalutionary formations,

Division in the workers movement

The Thai "October” of 1973, initiated by the student
movement, hod been prepared by the development of
an initial series of workers struggles, But it was above
all after the averthrow of the dictatership that the real
waove of spontangous strikes broke out. (See |NPRECOR,
MNo.2l, March 13, 1975.) Success was often won rap=-
idly. But that was not to last long.

The social weight of the working class is still small,

The active population numbers only 18 million out of

o total population of 41 million, and 14 million of this

18 million are rural workers, OF the remaining 4 mil-

lion, only half work in industrial enterprises, "the ma=

for portion of which are widely dispersed rice mills. "{4)

The Thai proletariat could hove compersated for this

relotive social weakness only by a capecity for indepen-
 dent political intervention. But this prolefariat is only

gradually breaking out of the traditions of precapitalist

& I ®
social and cultural relations and is only gradually cast-
ing off the weight of the organizational atomization it
suffered under the dictatorship. Moreover, the Thai work=
ing class is largely mode up of immigrant Chinese work-

ens who suffer political oppression and have o separate
status, foreign to the Thai peasantry,

Under these conditions, the post=October 1973 workers
mavement, while it experienced an important spontane-
ous growth, divided into three big currents. The Ffirst
group essentially includes the unions of the state secter,
in which a practice of collaboration with the govern-
ment labor department predominates. While its militant
rank and file is weak, it receives significant financial
aid. The second current comes from the formation of
workers groups in 1988 and from the establishmant of
workers educational courses at the University of Chula-
longkorn in 1972, |ts mambers, such os Sanan Wong-
suthee, have very often become "professional negotia-
tors" appoinied by the official bodies for laber relations,
internationally linked fo the American trade-union move-
ment and to Catholic associations. This group particu-
larly includes unions based in the foreign companies,
especiolly in the textile industry. The third group, the
Lobor Coordinoting Center, moy be defined as a class
struggle current. |t is the product of the linkup of the
militant workers radicallzation and the politicization
of the student vanguard.

A of July, the Labor Coordination Center (LCC) in-
cluded seventeen unions, while the three groups taken
together included about sixty=five. The LCC is contest=
ing the second group for influence in the textile indus-
try, While the current represented by Sanan Wongsuthee
is predominant in the important industrial zone of Samut
Prakarn {Saman Pimpas is the director of the Samut Pro-
karn Textile Workers Union), the same Is not true in the
industrial zones of Korat, Nakon Pattorn, and Samut
Sakorn (Prasit Chaiyo is the |eader of the Samut Sakorn
Textile Werkers Union). The junction of this closs=strug-
gle workers current with the radical wing of the student
movement cannot be considered simply unity in action
ard o de facto collaboration, While members of the
young generation of workers leaders are effectively di-
recting the Laber Coordination Center — leoders like
Terdpoom Jaidee (hotel sector) and Prasit Chaiyo (tex-
tiles) — another member of the secretariat of the LCC

is Seksan Praeserticul, former leader of the FIST.(3)

This division of the workers movement, long latent,
was clearly manifested during the demonstrations on
May 1, 1975, The two First currents, the class=collab-
oration currents, refused to coll for the traditional os-
sembly point in front of Thammassat University of Thai-
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THAILAND

land, which Is known for Its radiealism. Neverthaless,
Sanam Luang Square (near the university) had generally
been the site of the major social demonstrations. Thus,
two popular demonstrations were organized on May 1,
One, held in Lumpini Park called by the sixty=five
unions (that is; all the unioms, since the class-struggle
current did not want to break off unity), lasted all day.
It drew 200,000 participants. The second demonstration,
called by the Workers Coordination Center of Thailand,
was held in front of Thammassat University. Although
smaller (20, 000 demonstrators), this assembly was more
militant, even though the official slogans of the two
demonsirations were octually very close, sometimes hav=
ing been worked sut by the some leaders.

Two strikes broke ouf during the May Day demonstrations,
one at Dusit Thani Hotel, the other at the Standard
Garment Textile Company (which is Taiwanese owned).
The employers, who had long since established an em-
ployers organization, decided to turn these strikes into
tests of strength. Negotiations were blocked. The police
attacked the striking workers of the Standard Garment
Company in order to bring In scabs, One of the workers
was seriously wounded, Commandas of the "Red Gaurs"
{Red Buffalaes) harassed the emplayees at the Dusit

Thani Hatel night ofter night with plastic bombs, while
the police remained postive. Divided, the workers move-
ment of Bangkok and the surrounding region was unable
to respond with sufficiently active solidarity. The Dusit
Thani Hotel strike in particulor ended in a stinging de~
feat for the workers.

This crisis of the workers movement = which nonethe-
less does not prevent the continual cutbreak of many
strikes = is serious. Between May and August a real
offensive of the far right developed.

The far-right offensive

During the third and fourth quarters of 1975 the offen-
sive of the far right, sometimes disorganized by the erup-
tion of the mass movement, was not |imited to the mur-
der of a number of leaders of the FFT, to the argoniza-
tion of the division of the workers movement, and to
the breaking of advonced strikes. The military far-right
also tried to take the political initiative ogain. This
far right still holds the key posts in the state apparatus
and does not hesitate to attack the Kukrit government,
from within and from without,

Obwviously, there is a bit of the con game in the differ-
ent policies of Kukrit and some of his military ministers.
The prime minister is not visibly opposed to the forma-
tion of a parallel repressive force for whose actions the
government does not have to take official resporsibility.
And the "liberal" pretensions of Kukrit should deceive
no one. In this sense, he follows a policy analogous to
that of Tun Abdel Rozak in Malaysia (see INPRECOR,
Mo .37, MNovember 8. He asked for the lifting of the
anticommunist law, only to reploce it with an aven
more rigorous antisubversion low.(4) But there does
seem to be some division within the ruling class. The
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Investor published a series of articles in ity Avgust issue
dealing with workers and peasant struggles, the aim of
which was to warn the employers and the people bank-
rolling the killers ogainst the possible comequences of
their actiors: To murder peasant leaders is to contribute
to radicalizing the FFT; to reject the workers movement
as a whole, not to support its moderate wing, is to re=
nounce isolating the "closs-struggle wing, " "the extrem=
ists" of the Labor Coordination Center. "The Labour
movement in Thailand at the moment, " concluded the
Investor, "is not by any standard alarming. . . . Itis
useless for management to pray for a military coup to
put an end to the Thai labour movement, because the
consequences would be much worse.” Kukrit and Gen-
eral Kris Sirara — who has just withdrown os commander
in chief of the army and is probably getting ready to
enter political life — seem to share this view,

Mevertheless, at leas! a part of the military hierarchy
has opted for o "policy of tension.™ The tension has
been regularly stepped up on the Thai-Loo border ever
since the month of May. A protracted strike and violent
demonstrations by the Thai guards at U.5. boses, who
were threatened with layoffs, tock o decidedly antigov-
ernment tona. The policy of the individual murder of
mass leaders has made its appearance in Bangkeok, al-
though it is much more limited in scope than in the
countryside. Two student codres were killed in this man=
ner, and on June 3, 1975, Terdpoom Jaidee (leader of
the Hotel and Hostel Warkers Union) was shot in the
hand,

Perhops even more serious, the organizations of the far
right (if not outright fascist organizations) are sesking
to win a mass base among the vocational schaol students
and among the petty bourgeoisie. There are many such
organizations, but the two best known ones are the
MNavapol and the Red Gaurs (Red Buffaloes).

The development of the Red Gaurs is perhaps the most
significant success of the military. The students of the
vecational schoals had fully teken part in the demonstra-
tions of October 1973. Mevertheless, the police and
army have cleverly played on the antagonisms between
the university students and the vocational school stu-
dents. They have thus gained a mass base for many op=-
erations against urban struggles, such as systematic at-
tacks on student demonstrations with plastic bombs,
antistrike actions, various sorts of threats, and so on.

These right-wing organizations ore openly led by mili-
tary officers. |t wos General Wallop whe founded the
Movapal organization in October 1974, He had "studied”
in the training schools for "msycholegical warfare” in

the United States. And it was an officer of the Internal
Security Operations Command (ISOC), Colonel Sudsai
Hasdin = leader of the "Mortagnard tribes” division

of the I50C — who gave an interview to Morman Pea-
gam in the name of the Red Gaurs, He explained the
group's objectives foursquarely:

"We had to cut off the head from the arms. The Red
Gaurs! first plan was to eut off, to separate the voco-
tional student from the university student, . . . We try



to back the police. The government and the police are
afraid to toke action because of the newspapers. That
is the next important thing. We plan to warn the news-
papers to report correctly or we will take some action
agairst them. The bod newspapermen must be washed
aut. We are not aofrald of the newspapers. "(7)

The string of generals participating in this policy of
tension are not small fry, They include Generals Wallop
Rajanawisut and Chamnian Phongpaired (respectively
former and present chief of Thai Military Intelligence),
Saiyud Kerdphol (chief of ISOC), Vitoon Yosawat (for=
mer chief of Thal mercenaries in Lacs and o member of
the general staff), Prachvab Sundarongkul (general siaff,
farmer head of the police department}, Sant Chitpatima
(commander of the Thai Fourth Armyl, Suraphsl Chula-
pram (chief of the Border Patrol Police). They are said
to be linked to the clandestine anticemmunist command
— known as Command 333 — which is based at Lidorn
alang with General Paitoon Inkaranuwat and the CIA,
These far-right elements have their counterparts within
the Kukrit government, notably in the person of General
Pramarn Adireksarn, the minister of deferse, (8)

According to Morman Peogam, this minister of defense
in the Kukrit government could well have been behind
tha sacking of the house of the prime minister during
an arganized antigovernment demonstrotion of between
1,000 and 2,000 policemen of the city of Bangkok.,

That happened on August 19, Kukrit had just ordered

the release of eight peosants and a student whe had been
arrested. The police demanded o harder policy against
the social movements — and behind them a section of
the military higrorchy and the government apparatus

did the same. The next day, the Red Gours ottacked

the campus of Thammassat University with firearms and
home-made bombs, briefly occupying some of the offices
af the university. At the time, Thailand seemed to be
an the brink of a military coup.

An incomplete recomposition

Mevertheless, it does not seem likely that a coup had
actually been planned, That would not correspond 1o
the interests of American imperialism in the region.
The mass movement and revolutionary formations on the
one hand and military and paramilitary forces on the
other remain too weck and divided te impose any sharp
change in the curent equilibrium.

The Thai Communist party increosed its activity ofter
the overthrow of the military regime. The victory of

the |ndochinese revolution strengthened the position of
the CP's guerrilla boses in the North and the Mortheast.,
The level of military operations was very high during
1574; officially, the government admits 524 soldien
killed in the fighting. And the number of clashes in-
ereased rather than decreased during the roiny season
of 1975, More important, the influence of the Thaj CP
s=ems o be continuing to grow, beyond the areas In-

Kukrit

habited by ethnic minorities (the zones of the CP's great=
est implantation) among the Thai peasantry and in urban
rodical milieus. But the CPis not in position organiza-
tionally or politically to offer centralized leadership

ta the various ongoing movements of struggle. It direct
role in the mobilizations in the capital during recent
months was probably rather small, And it oppears that

the Thai CP is now golng through a strategic debate
about what erientation to adopt, o debate similar to tha
one that divided the Malayon CP. It is concentrating

its propaganda efforts against the Kukrit government —
which "is pursuing the same policy line as previous trai-
tor governments, |t is selling out our national indepen=
dence and sovereignty in exchange for weapons to sup-
press the people and protect the throne"(%) — and against
the presence of U.5. Imperialism. But it alsc dencunces
the action of "Soviet social imperialism" in Thailand,10)
which makes for divizions, at least In the urban areas,
where some elements of the CP favor an orientation closer
to that of the Vietnomese CP, with a more prudent bal-
once between the USSR and China.

In the absence of a nationally implanted Communist
party it is the student movement — and abave all the
rodical student groups that developed after October
1973 — that are once again toking up objective respon-
sibility for centralizing the struggles, MNevertheless,

this mevement is now reaching the limits of its capaci-
ties. The student movement registered some successes

at the baginning of this vear in its denunciation of the
illegal concessiors the military hod made to Temco in
the sauthern part of the counfry and in exposing the
provecations of the far right. But the division introduced
by the military and the pelice between the student move-
ment and the vacational school students and the con-
stant confrontations that have followed from that divi=-
sion have little by little shifted public opinion and par-
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tially isolated the movement, The mobilization ogainst
the murders of the peasant leaders highlighted this weak-
ness.

The Kukrit government had begun with a complete rejec-
tion of the demands of the Farmers Federation of Thai~
land, Mone of the killers were arrested. What's more,
on August 4 the prime minister permitted the imprison-
ment of eight peasants and one student for acts allegedly
committed three months earlier (the burning of a tree
farm, site of o conflict between the government and

the peasants, and the occupation of @ mine near a vil-
lage). The Antidictatorhip Front, the MNational Student
Center of Thailand {INSCT), the FFT, and the Workers
Coordination Center of Thailand tried fo respond to this
provocation with o massive mobilization. The compus
of Thammassat University wos cccupied for o week . But
although there were about 20, 000 demonstrators at first,
their number decreased rapidly. And Kukrit's eventual
decision to release the nine milifants was due mare to
his desire to lessen the pressure being exerted by the
mass movement on his left at a time when he had to deal
with o large movement-on his right than to a direct vic-
tory of the mobilization against the government, |n fact,
the movement turnad most of its attocks against military
reaction, but without massively demonstrating ofter the
socking of the prime minister's houte and the attack on
Thammassat University. The student movement remains
divided among many srganizations and individusl lead-
e, permeated by liberal reformist currents and revalu-
tionary currents and dominated by a strong populist tro=-
dition. More sericus, its capacity for aztion is partially
paralyzed by the comstant attacks of the far right. It
cannot orm iself openly without risking political isola-
tion and police repression,

Under these conditions, the Kukrit government, although
it is incapable of solving the problems it is facing, re-
mains in contral of the situation, on the whole at least,
The prospect of a military coup may find some response
among the urban petty bourgeoisie, which is fed up
with "disorder. " But the ormy s ¢till divided into vari-
ows footions, and the two major government parties —
the Social Justice porty and Chat Thai party — seem

to ba essentially concerned with squabbling over
posts in the state apparatus. Further, American impe-
rialism, which is still strong in the country, is probably
not prepared to unify the military right behind the per-
spective of o coup. The state-military cliques still lack
an overall project.

The "American choices" appear decisive for the future
of the policy of the ruling class in Thailand, The with-
drawal of U.5, forces affects only combat troops. The
regional electronic spy network remaine in place, s
do the tens of thousands of “advisers” of the JUSMAG
ond MAGTHAI. Washington remains the eminence grise
of organizations like the Border Patrol Police and the
ISOC.(11) The strategic importance of Thailand rules
out any real voluntary disengagement of U.5. imperi-
alism.

But while the Kukrit government maintains general con-
tral of the situation, ana while the mass movement and

the forces of the far left are still incapable of offering
a national resporse to the crisis of the regime, it s
ronetheless true that the ruling class hos little chance
of being able to stabilize the situation, Even when the
economic situotion was favorable — and before the
Indochinese revolutionary front won the final victory
over U5, imperialism — the sociol crisis continued 1o
deepen. (See INPRECOR, Mo.21, March 13, 1975.)
Today, the favorable economic situation seems Finished:
"While high commodity prices for Thai exports tended
to offset oil price increases for a time, the prolonged
strain of recesion has now begun to affect Thailand's
export performance, " wrote the Far Eastern Economic
Review,(12)

While the growth of the gross domestic preduct in con-
stant terms was 8.7% in 1973, it fell to 3.B% in 1974
and will not exceed 39 in 1975. A comparison of ex-
port values for the first six months of 1975 with the first
six months of 1574 shows a general decline for the ma-
jor products, apart from lapicce, sugar, and clothing,
A crisis of confidence omong investors hos appeared
following the victory of the Indochiness revalution,
Industrial production grew by only 4.3% in 1974 (9.4%
in 1973), the lowest figure in twelve years. Thailond's
currency reserves, however, remain lorge.(13)

Under these conditions, the objective social crisis will
inevitably intensify, and this at a time when a rise of
the regional class struggle is toking place. What ix now
shaping up in Thailand s o new accentuation of the
ongoing class pelarization.

FOOTNOTES:

1. Brion Phelan, Far Eastern Economic Review, Octo-
ber 12, 1975.

2. Figure given by The Investor (a Thai monthly) in
August 1975, A roi s slightly more than 21,2 acres.

3. Interview published in The Voice of the MNation,
Thai daily, August 13, 1975,

4. Figures cited in The Investor, August 1975, p.24,

5. Federation of Independent Students of Thailand,
probably the most rodical student organization, aloeng
with the People for Democracy Group.

&, The major part of this law (the MNational Security
Bill) was published in the September & Bangkok Post.

7. Far Eostern Economic Review, July 25.

B. See the articles by MNorman Peagam in the Far Eost-
ern Economic Review.

9. Far Eastern Economic Review, May 9, 1975.
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Information, No.31, August 4, 1975,

11, See the article by Marce! Barang in Le Monde Dip~
lematique, Movember 1975.
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13. Figures cited in the Far Eastern Economic Review,
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" Havana Conference of
Latin American
Communist Parties

APOLOGY FOR

T

The Conference of Cammunist Parties of Latin America
and. the Caribbean took place in Havang, Cuba, June
9-13 this year.

OFf the various meetings that have taken place on the
continent since the OLAS conference of 1967, this one
was probably of the greatest political significance. Mot
only because it was the first time that a sort of conti=
nental congress took place uniting all the old pro=50-
viet CPs with the Cuban Communist party, but also and
more fundamentally because of the resalutions it possed
and their meaning for the struggle in Latin America in
the immediate ond near future. Every one of the old

CPs of the continent showed up for the meeting. This
time nobody was missing. Thare were no expulsions and
no notes of discord. The agreements reoched were sealed
with unfailing and complete unanimity. The common
declaration issued by the conference committed all these
parties to the same line and to similar tasks.

This time, the Cuban Communist party, leadership and
government of the first workers state of Latin America,
sat side by side with Communist parties like the CPs of
Bolivia, Venezuela, Argenting, Brozil, and Chile, and
worked out common objectives,

This time the Venezuelan CP did not suffer attacks of
the sort that bad been directed against it by Fidel Costro
himself at the OLAS conference., And the Uruguayan
CP did not have to defy the Cuban leadership in the
name of all the "fraternal parties" of the continant.

It was the maost important such event since OLAS be-
cause of the "lineup"” it engendered (or rather confirmed)
in the ranks of the workers and revolutionary movement
of the continent; and also becouse of the devastating
effects this will have on the cenirist Latin American
organizations in the immediate future, the abandonment
it will meon for the Costroist and neo-Castroist move-
ment, the confusion it will create among the "new van-
guard" that arose in Latin America out of the triumph

of the Cuban revelution and developed within the wave
of struggle that swept the continent during the ensuing
years. Finally, there will be future implications for the
development of the struggle, starting with the necessary
recomposition through which the workers and revolution-
ary movement will have to pass in many countries after
the deep defeats that have been suffered in recent years,

DEFEAT

by PABLO ROJAS

It will henceforth be necessary to toke account of what
the Cuban workers state formally calls ifs alignment not
with the "socialist comp" in general but with the Com-
munist parties of the continent in particular,

To analyze the results of this meeting in this context
thus invalves an analysis of the process of the Cuban
revolution, of the course followed by this workers state,
of the significance of Castroism as a political current
over the past fifteen years, of the defeat of the guer-
rillas ond the bloody failure of the "peaceful read to
socialism” in Chile. This requires deepening the analy-
sis of the couses of the defeats in Brazil, Uruguay, the
Dominican Republic, etc., as well as broaching sub=
jects like imperialist strategy in the continent since
Cuba, the role of Brozil today, the role of the armed
forces throughout the continent, and so on.

Reaffirmation of the bloc with
the «national bourgeoisie »

The document of the conference is divided into nine
chapters in which o description and historical analysis

of the various periods of struggle on the continent is
offered. The text begins with the defeat suffered by

the Spanish colonialists in the Battle of Ayacucho against
the Latin American "independentist" forces, which
occurred 150 years ago, and runs through the present
day.,

This manner of beginning the document by mentioning
the struggle for the "first independence" is much more
than a purely formal and rhetorical device. In a gen=
eral way, it points to what the overall line of the anal-
ysis will be. Yesterday the Battle of Ayacucho, during
which the "first independence” was consolidated; today
the conference of the CPs on the struggle for the "sec-
ond independence." Yesterday a foreign enemy on the
continent, an imperfalist power that was oble to be
beaten by dint of the common efforks of various move=
ments of "national liberation, " which in each country
— and beyond the borders of each country — acted
above and beyond the varying "social conditions" of
their component parts. This mears that all classes —
regardless of the "detail " of thelr differant interests —
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were able to unite against the main enemy and drive
him off the continent.

Today as well, the Communist parties cite a main ene-
my: Yankee imperialism, the foreign power that op-
presses all peoples and plunders the countries of Latin
America. Why not do the same thing teday as was done
yesterday, they reason, and unite our efforts in a com-
man strugale obove and beyond borders and alse, why
not, above and beyond the various existing "social con-
ditions"?

We could almest say that this is the fundomental “mes-
sage" of the conference, the nub of the declaration.
Hence the comstant mention throughout the nine chap=
ters, whenever the opportunity arises, of the "patriotic”
character of the struggle for the "second independence. "

Mevertheless, this messoge is not abstroct and is not
addressed to "the peoples in general. " What is involved
is not o ceremonial declaration of patriotism launched
inte thin air with no-particular target. On the contrary,
the target was named very specifically, several times,
3o there can be no doubt: all the patriotic, anti=im=
perlalist, ond democratic forces. In chopter & these
forces are lobeled more precisely:

"ft is for this ressen, without abandoning the struggle
for democratic rights and for the conquest of rew struc-
tures in our countries that we communists are prepared
to support the positions of Latin American governments
that can stand for the defemse of our natural resources
or can assert their will to put an end to the attemptz of
multinational corporations to preserve and increose
their control of our economies every day."

"This historical reality does not at all mean that there
do not exist sectors within the Latin Americon bourgeoi-
sie that because of the contradiction between their in-
terests and those of imperialism adopt certain positions
aralogous to those of the proletariat, peasantry, and
other noncapitalist layers of the pepulation in struggle
against imperialism and for the conguest of economic
independence and complete national soveraignty, "
"Consequently, these bourgeols sectors can contribute
to the unity of democratic and anti=imperialist action
jointly with the popular forces. " "The CPs and all other
anti-imperialist fighters . . . occcord greot importance
to this possibility . , . which constitutes an indispen-
sable foctor in this complex and multifaceted struggle, "
"The incarporation into the brood anti-imperialist and
anti-oligarchic struggle front of forces and organizations
that represent sectors of the bourgeoisie is of great im-
portance., "

Mot only is this possibility of Fronts and alliances estab-
lished, but precedents are sought In Latin America,
from the Popular Front of Pedro Aguirre Cerda in Chile
to the defense and lauding of the "efforts” of the Latin
American CPe before and during the second world war
"to form national, antifoscist, and anti-imperialist
fronts. " It is indicated in possing that “the resolutions
of the Seventh Congress of the Communist International
{1935) played an important role in this serse.” Finally,
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the text refers — with no doubts or hesitations — to the
"Chilean experience” of our time. On this subject, the
following is said in chapter 4 of the document: "It was
possible to obtain this victory (In the 1970 elections —
INPRECOR) because the popular movement hod suc-
ceeded in uniting around a correct political line that
precisely showed who the main enemies were: imperi-
alism and the monopolist and agrarian oligarchy, ogainst
whom the struggle was oriented. " "The Chilean work=
ing class hod comstituted a political and social front

— Unidad Popular — which succeeded, thanks to this
correct policy, in winning the government and ot the
same time in goining o piece of political power."

And for good measure: "The conference energetically
cordemrs the foreign policy of the leadership of the
Chinese Communist party, " which "foments pseudorevo=-
lutionary groups that, on the basis of a false radical sm,
divide the left, attack the Communist parties, inhibit
the development of progressive processes, and often act
os agents of the enemy within the revolutionary move-
ment. "

This point is closely linked to what is sald in chopter B
obout other groups of the left, namely “certain organi-
zations that claim to be Marxist=Leninist, " in regard

to which "the time has come to cite our differences
with certain strategic conceptions and foctical view=
points held by these forces." "The Communist parties

« « « cannol pass in silence over their differances with
these groups, but must always establish their differences
with these erroneous pesitions and ‘adventurist aftitudes,
which they condemn." To conclude: "An anti-Commu=
nist and anti=Soviet left i inconceivable, Communists
will work to Tsolate those who adopt such attitudes, "

Let us stop here for a moment. The document is dated
June 13. On June 27 in Berlin, at the conclusion of
another conference, the representatives abrood of the
parties that compose the Chilean Unidod Popular re=
leased o document. |n raference to the Chilean MIR,
they said: "Antifascist unity with the MIR is possible
on the bosis of o common policy that eliminates any in-
tentian of division or alternative ond is bosed upon
mutual respect. " 1t should be noted that somewhat
earlier in the same document the Unidod Popular said:
"*The armed man (that is, the Chilean armed forces —
INPRECOR) who, deceived by antihistorical ideclogy
ond propaganda, believed themselves to be cutside the
popular liberation movement have a possibility to ex-
press their demands here {that is, within the antifascist
front the UP proposes for Chile today — INPRECOR), "

These quotations give an indication of the conceptions
that guide the political palicy of the Latin American
Communist parties at the present time,

The role of Cuba

Faithful to their policy of "revalution by stages” and
their conception of the bourgeois-democratic choracter
of the revolution at the present stoge, the Communist



parties have been adept ot class alliances, the policy
of popular fronts, and the "peaceful transition to so-
cialism."” The Chilean example is still frash in the mem-
ories of the Latin American masses; the "peaceful form”
in which the CP led the Chileon working closs to a
massacre is a lesson that the masses have not forgotten;
but the conference forgot it, favorably recalling the
“experience” (it would be more appropriate to call it

a reformist odventure] . Mot centent with that, the con=
ference treated the "Chilean experience” as a good
example to be repeated, The CPs committed themselves
to promoting similar experiences wherever conditions

permit.

There is nathing new in this, and it would not be very
important to analyze a conference of the CPs if there
were not some new element that has altered the Latin
American political panorama and will alter it still more
in the immadiate future. The new element is that the
conference reached political agreement with the Cuban
CP, which for more than a decade had maintained an
attitude of relative political independence of the So-
viet bureavecracy and hod tried to stimulate the revolu-
tionary struggle on the contirent apart from the CPs

and ogainst them, creating and supporting alternative
organizations in each country ond often publicly attack-
ing the CPs, sometimes in speeches by Fidel Castro him=
self.

OLAS represented the most important Cuban attempt to
form an organizational alternative to the traditional
Communist parties on a continental scale. This confer-
ence represented the formal end of OLAS, but in oddi-
tion, it ocknowledged, with the signature of the Cuban
CP, the defeat of the previous attempt and the recogni-
tion of it failure,

Cuba alse tried to form the Junta de Coordinacién Revo-
lucionaria (Council of Revolutionary Coordination) for
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, and Uruguay in 1974, Does
the present conference mean an end to support o the
Junta? Hos its failure also been recognized? Every-
thing indicates that this is the case, not only becouse

of the content of the document and the political tasks

it outlines, but also becouse of the treatment of the or=
ganizations that are members of the Junta. The Chilean
MIR, for example, received the treatment already men-
tionad at the meeting of the UP in Berlin on the part of
the Chilean CP, "fraternal party" of the Cuban CP,

Also becouse of what was said by Armando Hart, a mem~-
ber of the political bureau of the Cuban CP in his speech
in Havana last year in honor of Miguel Enriquez.

This is important not only becouse it implies recognition
of that defeat, but also because of the 2normous influ=-
ence of the Cuban leadership on the "new vanguard
that arcse throughout the continent under the impatus
of the victory of the Cuban revolution. The traditional
CPs have been unoble to copitolize on the emergence
of this new vanguard; in fact, they were almost com=
pletely bypassed by it. That is why this conference will
have important effects and grave consequences for the
future. The word of Cuba is listened to and respected
by brood sectors of the masses throughout the continent,

It is also true, however, that Cuba no longer plays o
leadership role in relation to significant sectors of this
vanguard, |t is a fact of |ife that the balance-sheet on
attempts to duplicote the Cuban experience is negative,
and it iz also a fact that many of the organizations and
tendencies of the broad vanguard no longer oct in ac=
cordance with the line set by the Cuban leadership.
The class struggle hos compelled them to seek other
roads apart from the old Castroist schemas, All this is
true, but the point made earlier about the continuing
influence of the Cubant remains valid as well. And that
is what the CPs are seeking to toke advantage of: They
want to use the influence and authority of Cuba to drow
sectors of the masses now standing culside their control
back toward their reformist orientation. At the same
time, they want to use this agaimst the vanguard and its
organizations, placing them before the dilemma: Either
hitch onto the reformist wagon of class collaboration or,
as is stressed in the document, confront the foct that
the CPs are agreed on "working to isolate those who
adopt such positions, " that is, positions opposed to closs
collaboration.

But today it is not simply the traditional CPs who are
asserting this; today the weight of Cuba has also been
thrown into the balance. The groups of the "anti-Soviet
left" have been warned that if they "persist" in their
positions, they will have to suffer attacks,

Cuban support for the "anti-Soviet left" has now ended;
the Castroists and all the centrist crganizations of the
continent now find themselves cought between hammer
ard anvil, Is this on odvance sign of the end of this
type of centrism in Latin America?

The Cuban signature on this document will have devas=
tating effects on Latin American centrism in general .

It will lead to much confusion and demaralization. The
consequences of the future application of the line of

the conference will be even more serious, The worst
projects of class collaboration and the most counterrevo-
lutionary alliances will begin to emerge with the active
support of the Cuban workers state, The effects of con-
fusion among the masses will in turn have important con=
sequences, Revolutionaries will now have te count not
simply on the silence or passivity of Cube, os has been
the case in recent years, but on Cuba's active opposi=-
tion through the support Havana will extend to each
national CP. The full impact of these consequences will
be felt over the coming period, but one pericd hos now
definitively ended and anather has cpened.

Many Latin American centrists hod placed their hopes
in the changes that "would lead Cuba back to its pre-
vious policy, " changes that were somehow expected to
emerge miraculously at the time of the first congress of
the Cuban CP. Those who believed in the maneuvers
and tricks of a few leaders or factions will now have
to do a lot of thinking about the document that the
Cuban leadership has signed, This document defines o
whole strategic line, offering pesitions on the charac-
ter of the revolution on the continent, the rale of the
USSR, the "socialist camp, " imperialism, the bourgeoi-
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sie of the continent, the mass movement, the program,
Vietnam, Portugal, the CPs, the role of the ghmed
ces, and so on. :

importance of workers councils in Cuba itself are devia-
tions that were paid for very dearly in the development
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