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Kaunda & Vorster

Zambia:

REPERCUSSIONS
OF THE
ANGOLA
CIVIL WAR

by JOHN BLAIR

For revalutionary Marxists In Africe the Angolan civil
war is of crucial importance for two reasons:

1. As is underlined in the declaration of the United
Secretariat of the Fourth International {|NPRECOR,

Mo .39, December 4, 1975) and in the article by C.
Gabriel (No.38, MNovember 20, 1975), the struggle of
the MPLA has set an internal dynamic in motion. lmso-
far as the MPLA is bosed on the most advanced sections
of the proletarian and peasant population of the coun-
try and is forced by the very demands of the ongoing
war to ensure a high level of mebilization of that popu-
lation, the MPLA leadership, despite it tharoughly
petty-bourgecis charocter, cannat avoid opening up

at least o possibility of the struggle deve'-ping in an
anticapitalist direction. If the coming mouths do in
fact see the deepening of organs of popular power and
control in Angela, even in the most partial and fni-
tially unstructured fashion, this will be of tremendous
significance.

First, it will ensure that whatever weight imperialism
is able to bring to bear on the situation through U.5.
handouts to Mobutu and the direct intervention of the
racist regime in South Africa, there will be no question
of a purely military victory able to guarantee the long-
term stability of a neocclenialist regime in Angela.
Second, astruggle marked by the develcpment of such
orgars can provide the populations of tha states of tha
rest of black Africa with an example of the develop-
ment of mass involvement in struggle and of embryonic
dual power, historically virtually upknown on the con-
tinent.

2. The Angolan struggle is bringing the political con-
tours of neccolonialist Africa into sharp relief in a way
that can be more effective than a thousand pages of
polemic in exposing the class nature of these regimes,
These have relied on a smokescreen of "Africon social-
ism, " "humanism," "outhenticity, " etc. in order more
effectively to continue playing their role as junior part=
ners of imperialism in the exploitation of the masses of
Africa. But the current interventions being made quite
openly by Washington and Pretaria have forced several
of these regimes to abandon their comouflage In a fash-
ion that will prove quite educational for the African
masses

It is already possible to draw some conclusions. At least
twa of Africa’s neccolonialist regimes have clearly

cast off any pretensions of independence from imperi-
alism,

In the cose of Zaire, it has long since been evident
that the Mobutu regime was LS. imperialism's mast
reliable ally in the area. The FNLA, led by Mobutu's
brother-in=law, Holden Roberto, hos been receiving
covert aid from the U.5. government for many years.
MNow the American government openly admits its sup=
port to that mevement, and Ford and Kissinger are en-
goged in a campaign to obtain reversal of the Congress
decision of December; which blocked this help. In ad-
dition, it was clear that the eightfold increase in U.5.
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military aid to Zaire announced in November wos aimed
at strengthening Zaire's Angolan intervention. The lat=
ter is now well documented, The FMNLA has always had
its main power base among the Bokeongo peoples who
straddle the border between Angola and Zaire. Hence,
it hat often been difficult to mcertain the exact origin
of many of the FINLA fighters. But recent reports from
Angola itself (for example, an interview on November
10 with South African mercenaries captured by the
MPLA, reported in the November 16 Times of Zambia)
affirm that half of Roberto's army is now composed of
Zairois regulars, In addition,. Mebutu has for many
years provided a base for the tatally ineffective FLEC
{Front for the Liberation of Cabinda) in an attempt to
brack that ail rich territery away from Angala and an=
nex it to Zaire,

In this situation it is the most blatent hypocrisy for the
Mobutu government to talk incessantly of its commit-
ment to the principle of withdrawal of all foreign forces
from Angola. For ten years now the Mobutu regime has
been the main transmission belt for the attempt to main-
tain U.S. imperialist interests in Angola, while ot the
same Hme maneuvering for a special kickback in the
form of Cabinda ond its oll wealth,

Mubuin

But if Mobutu's current hypoerisy on Angola merely
provides further confirmation of an already well estab-
lished trend in the evalution of the Zairols regime,

that of the Kenneth Kaunda government in Zambia is

of apparently more recent origin. During ten years of
the liberation war, Zambia gave logistic and diplomatic
support to the MPLA. But this has changed dramatically
during the post eighteen months. Fist, o consistent
campaign was waged for a whole period on behalf of
Jongs Savimbi, the man whese charismatic personality
would unite the country’s strife-ridden peoples, Of
late, the public line has changed somewhat, The Zam-
bian newspapers have now placed Savimbi in the same
garbage can os Neto and Roberto, ond Angola is said

to be awaiting the emergence of a leader with sufficient
foresight and capacity to unite the thres warring move=
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ments. At the OAU summit in January, Kounda was

the foremost figure of the tendency that moralized about
the need for unity, fotally ignaring the class nature
and support of the forces involved and shedding eroco~
dile tears aplenty for the population of Angola, which
is supposedly suffering purely as a result of themislead-
ership of three power-hungry and bloodthirsty warriors.

Why the Zambian turn

But all the rhetorie (and the waterworks, which are a
well-established part of Kaunda's platform style) will
not be capable of covering up the fact that Zambia's
line on Angela does nat stem from any concern for the
fate of that country's people, nor from any noble "hu-
manist" motives, but from the tactical turn the Zaombian
ruling group has made in the past eighteen months, a
turn that has transformed the country into imperialism's
most reliable ally among the black-ruled states of cen-
tral and southern Africa. Three main foctors lie behind
the prasent pesition of the Kaunda regime:

1. The appreciation of the fact, to which we have al=
ready drawn attention, that the potential effects of the
ongoing strugales in Angola cannet be contained within
the boundaries of that country, and that they thereiore
constitute a threat to the preservation of capitalist sta-
bility not only in Angola but also in neighbaring terri=
tories.

2. A deep-rooted fear of the comequences for the stote
of South Africa irelf of any ongoing struggles in the
region. As we suggested more than o ysar ago (see
INPRECOR, MNo.14/15, December 12, 1974), the gov-
ernments of neocolonialist regimes like that in Zambia,
despite their verbal commitment to the ending of opart-
heid, are in foct well aware that becouss of imperi-
alism's deep=-rooted investment in that system, apart=
haid will be destroyed only as a result of struggles that
will necessarily go beyond the guestion of race and

will threaten the very existence of capitalist property
relations. Any prolonged mass struggle in the region
can sarve as an example and inspiration to the oppressed
layers Tnside South Africa itself and thus could poten-
tially plunge the entire region info continual anticapi-
talist battles.

3., At the present time, the Zambian regime is under-
going what is acknowledged, sven by government spokes-
persons, as ifs most deep-going economic crisis since
independence, The economy depends on copper for 40
percent of its gross national product and mare than

90 percent of its export earnings. This commod ity has

-slumped in price since the middle of 1974 as a direct

result of the international recession of the capitalist
economy, The average price for the first elght months
of 1974 was 1,541 Kwaocha per ton; for the same period
of 1975 it was KB12 (1 Kwacha = USS1.40). At a press
conference held January 17, 1976, the chairmen of the
two government-controlled copper companies revealed
that for the eight-month period April-November 1975,



the Angolan struggle is
brmgm% the political contours

of neoco
sharp relief

production costs were KB%6 per ton, yet the metal hod
fetched an average price of only K773 per tan (Times
of Zembia, Januvary 8, 1978}, Thus, not only had cop-
per failed to provide Zambia with any revenue through
taxation, profits, etc., but in addition its production
ard zale hod constituted o net loss to the economy of
at least K40 million during that period,

The economic crisis and Zambian
“independence”

The economic effects of this halving of Zambia's ex-
port earnings have been compounded by the transport
difficulties arising from the Angolan war, Until it was
closed Tn August 1975, the Benguela railway to the
port of Lobito carried roughly 45 percent of Zambian
trade. The most noticeable consequence of the shutdown
of the roilway has been a further worsening of the en-
demic problems of short supplies of all kinds. At the
consumer level, such basic commodities as matches,
soap powder, toilet rolls, cooking oil, ete, are vir-
tually unobtainable. More seriously, there has been a

onial Africa into

dramatic effect on jobs in industries such os textiles
and light engineering, which are heavily dependent
on imported supplies,

[t is this third foctor that has determined the timing of
the government's present moves, The year 1975, a year
of world recession; morked the conclusive fallure of

the attempt, initioted In the late 195605, to reduce Zam=
bia's links with white=ruled "Rhodesia" and South Africa,
which at the Hme of independence in 1954 accounted
for more than &80 percent of imports, For o whole period
the Kaunda government staked everything on trying o
break away from this economic dependence on the south-
ern African subsector of the imperialist world. At the
some time, attemph were mode to create an “indepan=-
dent” industrial bose, But far from being crowned with
success, these aftermpts simply wound up exchanging

one set of economic masters for ancther. Thus; Japan
became the second largest trading partner and ltaly a
key source of investmant,

These moves, especially those that involved the setting
up of o number of enterprises in which the state held a
predominant share in partnership with a variety of im=-
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perialist multinational companies, were designed pri=
marily to stabilize the position of Zambia's new polit=
ical elite by also giving it decisive economic weight.
But the actual results can be quickly summarized:

*The industriol sector has remained stagnant. Employ=-
ment there'increased only from 40,620 in June 1971 to
43,130 in June 1974, and if figures were available for
the past year, they would doubtless show that the figure
hos begun fo slide again;

*Since import substitution has not been successful in
any significant field, the only effect of Zambia’s "re-
arientation” of its troding links has been to increase
the prices of commedities, many of which come from
afar at considerably greater cost than when they were

imparted from the white south.

For the Zambian bourgeoisie, of course, self-preserva~
Vion is o consideration that weighs much more heavily
than economic independence. If the latter cannct be
achieved and if dependence on metropalitan capitalisms
is more costly than the re-estoblishment of the former
relationship with white-ruled southern Africa, and if,
in addition, the world sconomic crisis hos brought the
economy fo an all time low, then to hell withall the
high-blown rhetoric about principled oppasition to
apartheid] Sink or swim with Vorster! This appears the
safest option and indeed the only one copable of delay-
ing the inevitable confrontation with the working masses
of a country that is suffering in such o devastating fash-
ion from the effects of recession and inflation.

It is only when we take these economic factors into ac-
count that we can fully understand the Zambian regime's
present position on Angela. It is necessary to siafe quire
plainly that Zambia's claims of holding a neutral posi-
tion are no less hypocritical than the claims of Mobutu.

Positions on Angola

The public overthrow of Savimbi from the position of
favored son has not at all been reflected in practice.

In November correspondents traveling in a jet supplied
by the Lonrho corporation from Lusaka airpert to Huambo
in UNITA=held territory found themselves accompany=
ing crates of.arms that were oddressed to Zambia's nul-
ing party, the UNIP, but clearly destined for the UNITA
forces. On January 7 Savimbi, on his way to Addis
Ababa, stopped over in Lusaka for "consultations” with
his sporsors. UNITA remains the Antolan movement

that is granted broadcast time on Radio Zombia. Thus,
the Zambian regime is the de facto ally of Savimbi's
main sporsors of the past five manths, the racist Repub=
lic of South Africa.

For a whole period (until early December), the Zambion
media maintained silence about the mounting evidence
of direct South African involvement in support of the
ENLA=UNITA bloc. Now — only after the South Afri-

a

can government has itself acknowledged the interven-
tion — it is conceded to exist. But instead of condemna=
tion, in the Zambian press we read only explanation

of and justification for that presence. Here is what was
said by the editor-in-chief of the government-controlled
Zambia Daily Mail in a center-page article published
January 7 (under the title: "Vincent Mijoni forcafully
puts forward Zambia's viewpaint'):

"President Kaunda last week put it aptly in an inter-
view to a foreign correspondent: 'The United States
arms help for FNLA and UNITA is an effect of the situa-
tion not the couse,' And If the OAU will do justice to
the people of Angola it must condemn the Soviet mili-
tary assistance to the MPLA on a scale which gave en-
couragement to the MPLA to defy the other two polir-
ical parties to the extent that it plunged Angola info

a civil war. . . . |t wos because of this miscalculation
on the part of the Soviets together with their badly
timed adventure that has been responsible for the South
Africans moving inte Angola."

Later, Kaunda is once ogain quoted as saying:

“Much as we condemn the South African presence in
Angola we cheat ourselves if we think that by condemn-
ing South Africa we are settling things. The South Afri-
can presence too is an effect of the problem and not

the cause.”

The payoff

Thesa are the fawning words of the leading representa-
tive of the pitifully weak Zambian bourgecisie as he
seeks to cover up for the intervention of his new-found
masters. The payoff for Kaunda's betrayal of Angola's
anti-imperialist fighters is the operation being mounted
by South Africa to bail out the Zombion economy, no
details of which have appeared in the Zambion press,
of course. However, the December 20 Economist re~
ported:

“South Africa’s minister of economic affairs, Mr. J.C.
Heunis, visited the Zambian capital in October and
arranged an export credit deal with the Zombian gov-
smment worth up to £71m — equivalent o about one
quarter of Zambia's current impart bill. Mr. Jan Marais,
a leading South African banker , . . visited Lusaka at
the end of Cctober and held extremely fruitful discus-
sions with President Kaunda about the 'tremendous ad-
vantages' fo be derived from economic co-operation in
<outhern Africa. And the South African Financial Mail
reported in November that South Africa is now believed
to be Zambia's most important foreign supplier. The
Pretoria government, it was said, was providing long=
term expart credits to Zambian importers of capital and
consumer goods. A meeting of general managers of the
Zambian state-owned conglomerate, |NDECO, was
told on October 30th that import policy had changed
and that imparts from South Africa were now to be en-
couraged .
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“A regular air-freight service . . . has begun to oper=
ate between Johannesburg and Lusaka, but most of the
goods are moved by rood through Botswana, Rumours
are also circulating in Lusaka that South Africa has
agreed ko finance Zambia's soaring ofl bill. The coun-
try's oil imports jumped in value from £13,8m in 1973
to £36.2m last year. To avoid political embarrassment,
the Zambian government has apparently made secret
arrangements for South Africa to pay lran directly for
Zambia's oil imports. "

These are the sort of facts that determine the Zambian
government’s present international posture and belle ifs
claims 1o any idealistic motives,

Isn Smith
Mor is Angola the only area wihere the Lusaka-Pretoria
axis is currently at work, or where we are likely to see
some remarkable chonges of attitude by the Zambian
government during coming months, Right now, the of-
ficial attitude on the questian of Zimbabwe ("Rhodesia™)
is a neutralist stance on the split in the African Na-
tional Councll (ANC) and o commitment o immediate
majority rule or intersified amed struggle to overthrow
the Smith regime. But it is quite safe fo predict that the
immediate period will see one of the following develop-
menits:

"Either Nkomo, who represents the aspiring African
petty bourgeoisie of Rhodesia, will reach the only pos-
sible sattlement available from Smith, which must fall
far short of one man one vote and immediate majority
rule. I this occurs, it s certain that the Zambian gov=
emment will be among the most ardent advocates of the
seftlement, It is fo this end that Nkomo is now jetting
in and out of Lusaka at frequent intervals in Zombia
Air Farce planes to consult with Kaunda and that Zam-
bia has provided Nkomo with the entire legal and tech-
nical staff for his negotiating team. Such a deal would
be the signal for Zambia to officially reopen its border
and reestablish the crucial rail'link through Rhodesia

o the port of Beima,

*Or the Smith-Mkomo talks will break down. In this
case, ona thing that will cermainly not happen s the
granting of Zambian facilities to the ANC's external
wing for the conduct of intersified armed struggle. In-
deed, 1975 saw the virtually total liquidation of any
presence by Zimbabwean freedom fighters in Zambia;
this was a result of a combination of detentions, liguida-
tion, and emigration. Following the murder of Herbert
Chitepo, chairman of the Zimbabwe African MNational
Union (ZANU), in Lusaka in April 1975, more than sev=
enty leading ZANU members were rounded up; many have
still not been released, In September at least thirty
freedom fighters were killed in an incident at Kabwe
Zambia Army base, where they were supposedly under-
going military training. No doubt heavily influenced

by sueh events, the majority of militants have moved

to hoped-for safer exile in Mozambigue or Tanzania.

We have dealt ot some length with the current positions
of Zambia's rulers as they relate to the unfolding devel-
opment of the struggle in Angela. Exposing the essen-
tially copitalist nature of regimes of this kind, which
attempt to disguise thelr true positions with humanitarian
ard anti-racist rhetoric, is of crucial imporiance o the
development of the comcious revolutionary cadre that
alone can begin to develop the corditions for the over-
throw of these regimes. Precisely because ifs real foreign
policy now stands at such variance with its verbal proc-
lamatiers, the Zambion government can be saverely
embarrassed in the coming period by such an exposure.,
Already a campaign at the University of Zambia in

* Lusako hos been initiated o win support for o principled

stand of solidarity with the MPLA; the Students' Union
has anncunced its support of this position. Without doubt,
the further development of such agitation will induce
severe tensions between the ruling bureaucracy and

those sectors invelved in the compaign, which will in
turn provide further lessons about the real nature of the
Zambian regime.

We would further suggest that it is not only in Zambia
that such a campaign will be a critical vehicle for anti-
capitalist propaganda, Even those countries that have
been shamed, largely as o result of the South African
intervention, into diplomatic recognition of the MPLA
regime have stopped short of providing adequate mate-
rial essistance. This question certainly cannot be swept
away under the pretext that such supplies are currently
being supplied by Moscow. It is necessary fo prepare
for the provision of massive material aid to the Angolan
revelution and to begin propaganda throughout the
African continent that can bring this about. In the
course of such a struggle, many steps forward will be
taken foward the education of the most conscious sec-
tions of the Africon masses about the real nature of jm-
perialism, neocolonialism, and the reigning regimes in
their own countries,

Janvary ¥, 1976
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WITCHHUNT

WEST GERMANY

There is probably no country in the world with a smaller
number of communists than West Germany, communists
wha represent such a meager immediate threat fo the
bourgeois order but are nevertheless subject to so many
meosures of persecution, According to official statistics,
nearly 500,000 applicants For civil service jobs wera
examined; of this total, 235, that s, less than 0.1 per-
cent, were rejected on the basis of doubts about their
*loyalty to the constitution.™

The ruling Social Democratic party (SPD = Sozialdemo-
kratische Partei Deutschlands) fully and completely sup-
ports the "decree on extremists" (Radikalenerlass), which
legalizes the witehhunt. Only formal objections have
been raised by the SPD. For example, the spokesman

for the SPD group in the Bundestag (the federal parlia-
ment) affirmed that all the pelitical parties had agreed
that no extremist should be employed in public services.
He simply demanded that the procedure be the same in
all the states (Lénder) of the federal republic and ex-
plained that mere membership in a party that is not ille-
gal wos nat sufficient grounds an which fo bar people
from working In their field, He axplained that it was
also necessary to interview applicants in order to be
oble to judge their loyalty to the constitution,

In the meantime, even the Social Democratic ministers
of the interior of the Linder of Nordrheinwestialen and
Hamburg were compelled to admit that such interviews
are wed to obtain "clarification” about appliconts for
jobs in the civil service by moking inquiries ameng the
neighbors of the applicants and by engaging in "histori=
cal research” that delves as far os ten years into the

past of the applicant, They check, for example, whether
the applicant participated in demonstrations against the

by A. ARMANE

Vietnam War or ogoirst the state of exception law
(Motstandsgesetz) or in other similor actions. Many pec-
ple have been surprised by the Foct thot in stotes like
Bavaria and Baden-Wirttemburg even some left Social
Democrats have been classified as "extremists” and
barred from civil service jobs.

The Social Democracy, which ceaselessly calls for dem-
ocratic liberties in the “socialist countries, " is con-
cerned about its democratic imoge. Thus, it ensrgeti-
colly opposed describing the exclusion of "extremists "
from public service jobs os @ "ban on the practice of o
profession” (Berufsverbot) . According to the Social
Democracy, it is simply a matter of defensive measures
agairst rascals who intend to "undermine our constitu-
tional order," Afrer all, the SPD affirms, one con't
very well finance enemies of the comstitution out of the
public treasury,

Five million people are employed by stote ogencies in
West Germany. That represents nearly 20 percent of
the work force. [t is cbvious that teachers, professors,
judges, or railway workers would have difficulty find-
ing employment in thelr own professions if they had to
lack in the private sector. In proctice, therefore, re-
fusing to employ such people in public services because
of their palitical convictions amounts to refusing to al-
low them to work in their awn prefessions. But the So-
cial Democrecy is interested only in the appeoronce of
democratic respectability, after having sﬁ%ﬁrﬁﬁ-
tributed to the undermining of democratic rights.

The political dangers of the "decree on extremists” lie
not 50 much in the exclusion of several hundred far-left
werkers from the public services as in the possibility of
establishing dessiers on hundreds of thousands of people,



of cataloging them politically, and of thus preparing
for future repressive measures, The dangers alse lie in
the intimidating effect of the decree, the manner in
which it stimulates depoliticization, conformism, and
"discipline" among the five million emplayees in pub-
lic services. The bad example of the "decree on extrem-
ists" has also contributed to undermining the best demo-
cratic customs in the trade-union movement. The frade-
union leaders have followed the example of their So-
cial Democratic party friends and have imposed similar
measures. In the trade unions, In the form of "decisions
on incompatibility of membership. "

The “decree on extremism” in
the DGB

On October 3, 1973, the national leadership of the
Deutsche Gewerkschafisbund (DGB — German Trode
Union Federation) adopted o "resclution on delineation
of political extremists,” The resclution states that "ac-
tivity for or support of far-left parties, associations;

or groups is incompatible with membeship in DGB-af-
filiated trade unions.” Among the "far=left organiza-
tions carrying on activities hostile to the trode unions"
were "for example, the KFD, the KP/ML {Communist
party of Germany and Communist party/Marxist-Lenin=
ist, two Maoist orgonizatians — |INPRECOR), and the
"revolutionary' or "red-Union’ opposition groups founded
by them, the sc-called rank-and-file groups, as well
os.any other group with the some or analogous aims."

The national leaderhip of the DGB, which includes
some 7 millien members organized in sixteen affil joted
national trode unions, called upon these offiliated
unions "to draw the conclisions of this basic resalution,
if necessary by making changes in their statutes, "

The metalworkers union
further e

While the DGB still uses somewhat strongly circum=
scribed "criteria" in determining incompatibility of
membership in the DGB ard "far-left organizations”

— citing, for exomple, the "anti-trade-union activity"
of the Maoist "red unions® or "revolutionary trade-
union cppesition,  which corsist largely of students
who have danned the historical garb of the pre-1933
German Communist party, the mistakes of which they
are copying — the leadership of 1G Metall (the metal-
workers union) has gone further, During the eleventh
congress of |G Metall, held September 15-21, 1974,
the leadership introduced a resolution with the follow-
ing features;:

1. It authorizes the oppropriate local leadership bodies
to bar people from the union or fo expell new members
who have been in the union less than three manths if

they "by their behavior have supported measures or
crimes against humanity, as well as pesors belonging
to opponant organizations and persons who belong to
or support groups whose behavior and actions are heos-
tile to the trade unions." (It may be noted that this
resolution treats Nazis and Communist identically.)

2, |t states that persors who have been expelled from
IG Metall or fram any other union and wish to join or
rejoin |G Metall shall be readmitted only by special
motion of the leadeship,

3. |t states that members can be expelled either on the
basis of an investigation or "without such an investiga=
tion being conducted, " simply by a decision of the lead-
ership. Expulsions shall not be lifted during the process
of appeal or complaint against the decision, Further,
members are deprived of all protection provided under
the statutes of the union = including legal protection
against layoffs — as soon as the expulsion decision is
made, even if the decision is under appeal . 5o long

as the appeal procedure Is going on, the expelled mem~
ber "must abstain from any public mention of the pro-
cedure, " which obviously prevents a mobilization of
trade~union public opinian in fovar of the member
threatened with expulsion.

The expulsion of members without prior investigatory
procedure may be applied "when they belong te an op-
ponent organization or when they participate in or sup-
port activities hostile to the trade unions.”

A young delegate who had herself previously contributed
ta getting the yeuth conference of the metalworkers
unien te adopt a resolution proclaiming the incompati-
bility of membership in the union and membeship in
any of the Maoist orgonizations that upheld the policy
of "red trode-union opposition" spoke viclently against
the resclution intreduced by the leadeship at the Sep-
tember 1774 congress of |G Metall, She explained that
this resalution: '
1. Did not clearly name the organizations to which
union members were not allowed o belong

2, Broodened the "clear and indisputable criteria” of
membership in an opponent organization, extending it
ta the notion of support for such on organization, "which
in turn could be extended in any and every direction;
3. Tried o suggest that "the sixty-four extremists who
have already been expelled on the basis of the decision
of the Beirat (the highest body of the trade unien be-
tween congresses, which had voted a resolution on ex-
tremists on April 14, 1973 — |NPRECOR) could have

in any way seriously harmed the action capacity of an
ergonization of 2,5 million members, * which she did
not ot all believe.

When a member of the leadership of the union tried to
calm her down by claiming that each casea would be
carefully examined before carrying out expulsions with=
out prior investigation procedure, one delegate pointed
out that "since the Bejrat motion wos passed, there have
been forty=six expulsions with no investigation and

only eighteen with investigation."”



This young delegate, who had alreody strongly attacked
the resalution of the leadership, then summed up her
objections in six paints:

1. Expulsion without prior investigation can be applied
when the local leadeship is convinced that o member
hat given support to the policy of "red union cppesition.”
2. Proof of membership in an organization supporting

a "red union oppasition” policy no longer hod to be
furnished .

3. It was no longer required that the occused member
be heard if the local leadership decided that it had
proof that the member in question belonged to o pro-
scribed organization. It was still required that the ac-
cused member retpond to the proposed expulsion measure,
but it was not necessary to wait for that response before
ordering the expulsion or to take it into account in mak-
ing the decision.

4, The local union leadership was no longer obliged,
o5 hod been the case under the siatutes in effect until
the congress, to furnish proof that an accused member
had engaged in activities undeniably prajudicial to the
unign. The leedership simply hod to furnish "sufficient
material, "

5. On the sole basis of the unilateral decision of the
local leademship, the union member immediately lost
all rights and duties and hod to turn in his or her mem-
bership card. This also represented a change from the
previous rules.

6. The accused member could not say o word or enter
an appeal until after the local leadenhip had already
decided that he or she belonged to on erganization hos-
tile to the unions and had already proposed his or her
expulsion, which takes effect immediately.

In practice, sometimes worse

than the rules

Like the metalworkers union, all the other national
uniors have successively odopted similar statutory modi-
fications at their congresses, thus introducing into the
trade unions the same proscription against "extremists”
that prevails in the public services, In practice, how-
ever, thing have olren gone even further. According
te the rules, for exomple, a trode-union member threat-
ered with expulsion has the right to designate two mem-=
beis of the commission that deals with a normal expul-
sion procedure; in practice, however, it i frequently
considered that carrying out such a procedure is damag-
ing o the unions. There was one case in which the
union openly refused to pay the travel costs of two com-
mission members (workers in the same factory as the
warker threatened with expulsion) from the Ruhr region
to Berlin, where the commission was meeting. The bu-
reaucracy, which always has money encugh when it is

a question of satisfying its own needs, suddenly became
very frugal when it was o matter of applying the most
elementary democratic rights, which are in any event
guaranteed by the union statutes,

10

There are some unions that go so for os to use the advan=
tages offered them by the political police (Verfassungs-
schutz) in the struggle against ill-regarded opposition-
Tsts. For example, one of the leoders of the Public In-
struction and Sclences Union (the GEW) in Frankfort,
who was afraid that the local leadeship was going to

be replaced by o more leftist leadeship, publicly told

a reported from the Frankfurter Rundschou on Jonuary 6,
1974: "The expulsion of some members of the union and
the fear of the activities of the Verfassungsschutz have
very clearly siowed down leftist activities. The colder
wind that is now blowing in the schools, the universities,
and even the chombers of the law schools has wilted the
flowering dreams of the leftists with surprising ropidity. "
He thus noted with satisfaction that the repression has
been effective ard that it probably prevented the dem-
ocratic replacement of a right-wing trade-union leader-
ship by a leftist one,

Why the witchhunt ?

The relative irsignificance of the communist movement
in West Germany, including the pro=-Mascow German
Communist party, and the disproportionate intensity of
the repressive measures, lows, decrees, ond stotutes
raise the question of the reasons for all these measures.

First, the economic crisis must be taken into account.
In a country in which the opporently uninterrupted eco-
nomic growth since 1949 had nurtured the illsion of a
"social capitalism” under which "permanent reform"
was possible, this crisis is loden with dangers for the
ruling elass. The ideclogy of the "social market econ-
omy" constantly fostered by the Social Democracy and
the trade-union bureaucracy and the identification of
the organized workers movement with "our free demo-
cratic state of law" threaten to collapse.

Second, there is some apprehension that the détente
policy could undermine the anticommunist ideclogy that
has constituted o powerful factor emsuring: the integra-
tian of the working class into the bourgeois state.

Third, the German bourgeoisie, like its Social Demo-
cratic lackeys, fears that an economic crisis that pro=
vokes massive unemployment could make the German
Demccratic Republic (DDR), which has maintoined em-
ployment levels, lock a little more attractive, despite
all the repugnant features of the DDR in the eyes of the
West German worken: the lock of democratic rights,
the Berlin wall, the barbed wire along the border, the
shooting of people trying to escope, the lower standard
of living.

Fourth, the trade-union bureaucracy, and especially
the local trade-union apparatus, is not at all armed to
engage in discussion with a trode-union opposition.
The attacks on the trade-union buresucracy have gen-
erally originated from “oukide, " from redicalized stu-
dents who made scenes during meetings and handed out
leaflets denouncing the bureaucrats as traitors fo the



working class. This oceurred at @ Hime when the bureau-
crats were still oble ro win important material benefits
for the union members. Thus, the mass of trade unlonists
did not clearly grasp the well-founded character of
these accusations.

Today the situation has changed to some extent. Vari-
ous far-left political groups have sent members into the
factories, and they have been able to estoblish contacts
with some, although not very many, werkers — and es-
sentially young ones, Mevertheless, during the last
elections to the factory councils, "oppesition |ists"
were presented by unignists in a number of factories in
which the official lists were headed by condidates for
the factory=council presidency who were particularly
unpopular amang the warkers or particularly corrupt.
These "counterlists" won some successes, which pro=
foundly disturbed the trade-union bureaucracy.

Mare than in any other country, the trode-union appa-
ratus in West Germany is composed of bursaucrats who
oct in o purely administrative manner os genuine func-
tionaries locking the slightest "histerical memory of the
warkers movement” and lacking any experience at all
in democratic debate with opposition eurrents. The
union leadership i« well aware of the insufficiency of
itt own opparatus. |t hapes to avaid the unpleasantness
of such debates by expelling opposition elements. |t
matters little to the bureaucracy that this places it in
contradiction to the "democratic rights" It constantly
claims to support. The bureaucrocy gives priarity to the
deferse of its positions of bureauvcratic power and gen-
erally acts scarcely any differently from the bureaucracy
in the workers states,

We cannot close our eyes fo the fact that up to now the
policy of “decrees on extremists” by the government
and of "metions of incompatibility” by the union leod-
enhip has been generally crowned with success, The
crisis has hot yet shaken the illusions of the working
class to the extent that the bourgeoisie, the Social De-
mocrocy, and the trode-union bureoucracy hod feared.
The majority of the West German working class still
cling to the hope that the crisis will be o passing phe-
nomenon and that the subsequent upturn will put things
in order again. The layers of the proletariat kit espe-
cially hard by the crisis — such os immigrants, youth,
women, and unskilled workers — do not comstitute the
central nuclews of the working class organized in trade
unions, The government and the frade-union buresucracy
can draw real advantages from all these focts. This ex=
plains in part why the resistance to the "decrees on ex=
tremists" and the "motions of incompatibility" has been
so limited.

But these odvantages for the government will not last
forever. Some initial signs of @ turnabout in the trend
ore beginning to emerge, even if only timidly, The bu-
régucracy s beginning to be afroid that the "decrees
on extremists” may be used not only against the extrem-
ists proper, but even agairst massive active sectors of
the working class. A declaration issued December 17,
1975, by the national leadership of |G Metall on the

"halt to employing extremists in public services” ex-
pressed this fear. The declaration stated in part:

"“The leadership of 1G Metall notes with concern that
the effort to eliminate enemies of the constitution from
public services has set in motion a dongerous practice
of inquiries by the Verfassungsschutz, especially into
citizens active in the political and scientific realms,
There are no longer sufficient guarantees that criticism
of existing conditions and legitimate attempts to change
them will not be used as sufficient excuse to expel peo-
ple from public services. The leadeship of |G Metall
rejects the disciplinary measures that are indiscrimi-
nately hitting active members of parties and unions, It
is highly significant that the offices of the Verfassungs-
schutz are beginning to investigate the trode-unicn oc-
tivity of the people being examined. . . . The most
unpleasant zeal is being exhibited in the Lander of
Bavaria and Baden-Wirttemburg, which on this gues=
tion, as on others, represent the advance point of recc-
tion in social policy. The employers and their political
supparters are now frying lo present any progress in so-
cial policy as an attack on the conmstitution. Cne can
already envisage a Hme when even those who simply
act resolutely for the aims and decisions of the trade
uniors will be slandered os enemizs of the constitution, "

But it is a very long rood between this recognition and
"concern" on the part of the |G Matall |eadership on
the one hand and any struggle ogainst the "decrees on
extremists" on the other hand. Especially when the [G
Metall leodership simultanecusly calls for a “set of legal
rules a3 has been discussed in First draft In the porlia-
mant." |t is precisaly this set of "legal rules” that is
aimed at barring the access of "extremists” to the pub-
lic services, while nevertheless strictly respecting "the
principles of the state of law, " as IG Metall put it ot
it last congress, They want the omelet, bur they don't
want any broken eggs.

Practice hos long since shawn that far=right extramists
are in no way affected by all this legislation, which is
in fact aimed exclusively against the left. The line be-
tween the far left, the trode-union movement, and the
active elements of the working class as a whole will be
very fluid in the eyes of the bourgesisia. That line will
be drawn exclusivaly os o function of considerations of
epportunity and relationship of forces. Already woices
are being raised calling for classifying anyone who does
not accept the "free market economy as an "extremist,
That would also strike at the leadership of the matal-
workers union,

The appeal of thit leadeship to "all demoeratic forces
to halt this dangerous evolution, to defend basic demo-
cratic rights and prevent them from being emptied of all
contert” haos no credibil ity whotsoever as long os that
leadership tramples on the democratic rights of its own
members, utilizing on argument analogous to that of the
witchhunters, ond as long as it lacks the courage to op-
pose the witchhunt being organized by its Social Demo-
cratic friends who, after all, still hold government
power in West Germany.[J
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THE WEAKEST GOVERNMENT
OF THE DICTATORSHIP

The fallowing resclution was odopted by the Central
Committee of the Liga Comunista (Communist League},
a sympathizing organization of the Fourth International
in Spain.

* %%

1. The events that preceded the death of Franco (mobi-
lization against the death penalties, Sahara) decisively
sharpened the crisls of the regime. The disoppearance
of the dictator, key institutizn cementing together all
the cligues of Francoism, qualitatively agaravated this
martal crisis and irreversibly occelerated the temsions
among the "families” of the regime, completely upset-
ting its fragile equilibrium,

2. The government, which has not yet presented its
programmatic decloration to the Cortes (parlioment),
has clearly exposed its positions, The froudulent "bi-
cameral system" of Fraga, the anathema of "terrorism,
communism, and separatism, " the "trade-union future"
openly condemning the workers commissions, and the
econamic speech of Villar Mir patently mark the |imits
of this government. They clearly demonstrate its anti-
democratic character in continuity with Francolsm, a

character the bourgeois opposition is attempting to mask.

3. The new Arlas government is the weakest in the en-
tire history of Francoism. Without hoving succeeded in
taking any real step toward the much=vaunted "institu=
tionalization" and facing the greatest economic crisis

of recent years, the government is up against the power-
ful rise of @ mass mevement on which it has not manoged
to inflict any serious setback.

In order 1o embellish itz appearance and plans, the pre=-
vious government had to rely on its periphery of groups
like Fedisa. The tremendous weakness of the present
government, which is planning ever horsher attacks on
the workers and pecple, is compelled to have this dirty
role played by personalities like Ruiz Gimenez and
Tierne Galwdn, who disguise themselves os "socialist”
and "socialistic” in order better to deceive the prole-
tariat and the oppressed. These bourgeois sectors of the
"democratic oppesition, " which want to offer this gov-
srnment of continuity o truce while waiting for its acts,
are proposing this policy, through the Junta Democrd-
tica and the Plataforma de Convergencia Democritica,
to the Communist party, the PSOE {Partido Socialista
Obrero Espafiol — Spanish Socialist Workers party, the
Social Democracy), and the other workers parties that
are present in these bourgeois bodies.

In reality, this truce that the workers parties are suc-
ceeding in imposing on the workers and the oppressed is
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the only thing that offers the government a possibility
of taking any steps toward implementotion of its plans.

The weakness of the government, which may be consid-
ered as the political expression of the change in the re-
lationship of class forces that has been achieved during
past months, creates batter conditions for the struggle
of the workers movement.,

For the moment, the government finds it impossible,
without exposing itself complately, to prevent the mass
movement from winning a limited de facto legality
thraugh its actions,

4. The government i absalutely incapable of holding
back the advance of the mass movement toward the
overthrow of the dictatorship. Any demagegic "reform"
thot may be carried out will have no result except to
prapel the workers and the oppressed forward and shar-
pen the contradictiors among the Francoist cliques,
Meverthaless, we cannot exclude the possibility, im-
probable right now, that steps beckword will be taken
under the pressure of the hard=line sectors of the dicra-
torship, whose influence cannct be underestimated be-
cause of their decisive rale In the institutions of the
regime, a role that big capital cannat dispense with,
even though this selution has the intonvenience of
creating o greater mass response on o shate and national
scale without decisively driving back the mass move-
ment,

5. In face of the "evolution" of the Fragas and the
democratic "rupture” that sectars of the dictatorship
defending o program that maintains the fundamental
features of the dictatorship are trying to win, the
Trotskyists reaffirm mare than ever that the only way

te overthrow "crowned" Francoism s the general strike.
Conditions taday ore better than ever for advancing
toward this. The latest struggles clearly demonstrate
the possibility of the masses' moving to direct action
against the dictatorship.

We must pass o the affensive against Francoism, break-
ing any truce. Toward the overthrow of the dictataship
throtgh the general strike. For the total destruction of
Francoism to parmit free elections to a Constituant As-
sembly based on MNational Comstituent Assemblies of the
various oppressed peoples. For o provisional workers
government capable of canvoliing the Corstituent As-
sembly and satisfying the most urgent needs and aspira-
tions of the oppressed.

This is the requirement that is posed for all the workers
parties; hence, we call for the creation of a class pact
of all these parties in order ta push for these objectives
through the workers commissions,
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The third (extraordinary) congress: of the Liga Comunista
Internacionalista (LC| = Intemnationalist Communis!
League), sympathizing organization of the Fourth Inter=
national in Portugal, was held January 10-11, 1974,
The holding of this congress, only a few manths after
the second congress of the organization, reflected the
very strofng pressures to which the revolutionary van-
guard is subject in Portugal today; it likewise reflected
the capacity of revolutionary Marxists to extract from
the very development of the class struggle the best in-
struments for going into the coming battles.

As the comrades of the LC| explain in their self=criti=
cism, an extract of which is published below, the polit=
ical orientation that had been adopted at the second
congress hod not sufficiently armed the organization to
confront the situation opened by the political crisis of
August 1975, With the LCI's signing of the August 25

accord (see INPRECOR, MNo.33, September 11, 1975,
for the text of the occord ond o statement of the United
Secretariat of the Fourth International on i) and the

LCl's entry into the FUR, a growing number of militants
began to challenge the orientation of the organization,
especially on the question of the concrete application
of the united front and on the analysis of the Socialist
party, an erientation and analysis thot could only main-
tain the division of the working closs ond isolate the
vanguard .

A majority of the militants of the crganization demanded
that a special congress be held to draw a balance-sheet

of the activity of the LC| since the summer and fo work
out an erientation responding to the requirements of

the revolutionary struggle in Portugal . The preparation

of thiz congress occasioned a broad democratic debate
throughout the orgonization, Theses were extensively
discussed ond amended and then adopted by the congress,
They were then immediately published in pamphlet farm.
The major axes of the theses may be summarizedas follows:

OF THE LCI

— priority to the development of a resporse to the gov=
ernment's ousterity plan;

— for the elaboration and centralization of the workers
response: a national congress of workers commissions
and a democratic congress of all the trade unioms;

— releose of the soldiers and workers imprisoned after
MNaovembar 25:

= for a workers and peosants govermment responsible

to a national congress of workers commissions and a
demecratic congress of all the trede unions.

We are publishing below, in oddition fo the extract
from the self-criticism, an extroct from the theses; it
is token from the section on the mass work of the LCI.

The congress alse pronounced itsalf in favor of .the uni-
fFication of revalutionary Marxist forces in Portugal and
for the immediote opening of discussions toward this
end with the Partideo Revoluciondric dos Trabolhadores
(PRT — Revolutionary Workers party) .

In gddition, the congress odopted o series of measures
aimed at strengthening the organizational structure in
order to overcome the uneven development between the
Merth and South of the country and in order to andow
the organization with meons of propaganda and agita-
tion corresponding to the requirements of the present
situation (for example, regular weekly publication of
the newspaper, Luta Proletdria),

Many delegations from sections of the Fourth Interna~
tional were present at this extraordinary congress of
the LCI. Understanding the importance of the Portu=
guese situation for the revolutionary upsurge in capi-
talist Europe, the Fourth [ntarnational and its sections
will be in the vanguard of the campaian in solidarity
with the iTruggHﬂ of the Portuguese workers, for the
maintenance and extersion of their conguests, and for
the strengthening of revolutionary leademship.
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In the present period, all sur forces must be turned to-
ward open mass work in order to carry out the tasks de-
scribed ahove,

The main direction of our work today is toward the mass
orgars of the working class. It is here that we must im=-
plant curselves; In implanting ourselves here we will
advance in the construction of the revolutionary work-
ars party.

Make the workers commissions
the backbone of dual power

In the present conjuncture all our mass work must re=
spond to the necessity of stimulating and strengthening
a resporse to the attempt of the government and the em-
ployers to extend the success they ochieved on MNovem-
ber 25 to the social sphere.

Our wark in the workens commistions and the trade
wnions in the present phase must be orlented primarily
in this direction, To cssure the malntenance and revi-
talization of the workers commissions so that they fully
and as opidly os possible again assume thelr function
as embryonic orgons of dual power in the context of o
new warkers upsurge, it s necessary that the workers
commissiors toke on concrete functions in the daily
struggle to defend the conquests of the worken,

To the extent that they accomplish this function, they
will be able to assert their role as the backbane of the
emergence of a situation of dual power, Thus, today

we must carry out mass work aimed al developing the
resporee to the austerity plan, lending the workers com=
missions o decisive role in this counterattock. This is
the basis of the link between our trode-union work and
our activity in the outonomous orgoms.

In thiz perspective, the establishment of a situation of
dual power and even the strengthening, extension, and
independence of the autenomous orgons of the warkers
vis=8=vis the bourgeais state apparatus raquires thay
priority be placed on the struggle for the development,
generalization, and exparsion of the workers commis=
sions,

The strengthening of the workers commissions means the
effective strengthening of the independent organization
of the class, the development of workers contral, the
ralsing of the comsciousness of the proletariat; this im-
plies the development of conditions for proletarian he-
gemony in the local coordinating bodies of the workers
commissions, moradores commissions, etc., inall the
orgars that permit the allionce of the proletariat with
Intermediary layers of the population and that prefigure
soviels,

The strangthening of warkers control through workers

commissiors enables the workers to broach the economic |

problems with the perspective of their being resolved
by the working class itself theough the coordination of
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the workers commissiont at the local branch level and
through the coordination of the workers commissions
with tha moradores commissions,

Thus, we can say that the strategic objective of our
Intervention in the factories is the stimulation, central-
ization, and extension of the workers commissions and
the combination of this work with intervention in the

trade uniarms,

Stimulate, extend, and centralize
the workers commissions

Because of the grave crisis of Portuguese capitalizsm,
the very development of struggles for their demands an
P v e S AR L L R
commissions that most often went beyond the tasks of
mere committees to lead given struggles and took on
tasks of permanent warkers control,

The development of the workers commissions wos o foc-
tor of fundemental importonce for the Portuguese revo-
lution. These commissions paved the way for overcom-
ing the division infroduced by the craft unions and for
endowing the workers with effective instruments for
their struggle.

Qur intervention must aim at pushing forward the work-
ers commissions os the orgonized sroduct of mass sirug-
gles in the factories, with the following essential func-
Hons:

— to exercise workers control in the enterprises
(prices, raw materials, layoffs), to combot sabotage,
ta plan the economy;



— to organize self-defense, to struggle apainst cap-
italist reaction; to fight against the isolation of exem-
plary struggles and to fight for their generalization to
aver broader sectors of workers;

— to lead the struggle for better working conditions,
to struggle ogainst restrictions on the democratic rights
of the workers.

It is nonetheless necessary not to push the workers com=
missions forward ina vocuum, without the workers' un=
derstanding what they are and what their purpose is,
because in that evant the workers commissions wind up
as forms for administering ond controlling the workers.,
This is especially true in the North and Center of the
country, where the role and importance of the workers
commissions have been less undemtood.

In the cose of the workers commissions in which we have
some influence, all opportunities must be seized to pose
the problem of sectoral and jntemectoral coordination,
especially in the sectors in erisis, where the demand

for credits for the reconversion of raw materials, for
example, enables the workers to more easily understand
the necessity of coordinating the workers commissions
with other commissions of the same branch or of other
sectors.

It is here that the proposals for congresses of the work-
ers commissions in industrial sectors or in complementary
sectors takes on particulor importance; we must toke
advantage of all opportunities to propel them forward .

But such a centralization must be able to be based on
all the already existing experiences and to struggle for
their fusion, which is the only way to brooden the mass
base of the workers commissions and to guarantee prole-

tarian demacrocy within them,

It is in this direction that we must orient the Provisional
Secretariat of Workers Commissions of the Lisbon |ndus-
trigl Belt (SPCTCIL — Secretoriodo Provisério das Co-
missdes de Trobalhadores da Cintura Industrial de Lis-
boa), demanding that this body hold local and sectoral
congresses to begin preparation of a Mational Congress
of Waorkers Commissions.

Such propesals are intimately linked to the struggle for
the fermation of a tendency in the SPCTCIL, which must
be the prime objective of our intervention, given the
fundamental weight of the layers of workers led by the
SPCTCIL. At the same time, In order to broaden the
mass bose of the workers commissions, it is necessary 1o
struggle not enly for the broadest democracy in the elec~
tion and functioning of the commissions, for the right

of the various currents of the workers movement to ex=-
press themselves within the commissions, but also for

the presentation by the workers commissions of clear
projects to defgnd the interests of the workers and of
overall selutions to the crisis of the system. Concurmrently,
the formation of a secretariat of the workers commissions
of other basic industrial regions would be of major im=
pertance in preparing @ MNational Congress of Workers
Commissiors.

The present tactic of the CP is to demobilize the class
ard paralyze the bodies that it leads, doing this through
its policy of government compromise, its propagonda
around the imminence of the fascist danger in order 1o
justify its alliances, and its manipula®ion of the coor-
dinating bodies that already exist, using them as instru=
ments for pressuring and collabomating with bourgeois
institutions, Against this, on the one hond we must
stress the importance of the unity in action of revelu~
tionaries in order to Increose their weight in launching
mass actions for demands and in the coordinating bod-
fes, and, concretely, in order to strengthen their in-
itiatives toward creating genvinely representative re-
gional secretariats; on the other hand we must fnsist

on the necessity for the independence and broadest
democracy within the autonomous orgamns, comsolidating
the united class front within them and adopting the most
oppropriate forms of representativity (revocability,
control by plenary sessiors, election of delegates to

the workers commissions from each sector or workshop so th
that the commissions will apply the progrom decided on
by the majority).

Avoid the isolation of the workers
commissions; trade-union work
in the factories

It is on the basis of understanding the priority of inter-
vention in the factories and the workens commissions
that we must meosure our frade-union intervention ot
the present time, Given the lack of centralization of
the workers commisstons and the fact that there are
many factories in which they do not exist, and given
the lack of o comsolidated trade-union bureaucracy,
many trode-union commissions may be able to be used:
first, as instruments of the workens commissions in the
more backward factories; second, to enable the van=
guard workers commissions in this transition phase of
the prerevolutionary situation in Portugal to make their
weight falt throughout the entire werking class, deep-
ening struggles for workers demands and participating
in the debates going on in the unions, Third, in the
bockward sectors, the emergence of factory trade-union
commissions through the development of trade-union
strugales con serve os a springboard for the emargence
of workers commissions with o moss bose.

Some commodes frequently complain that it is-difficulr
to distinguish between workers commissiors and trade-
union commissions. This mixture of functions during the
present period — during which the trade unions, even
thase led by the reformists, are most often unable to
restrict themsalves to mere economic demands and are
compelled iy the deep crisis of Portuguese copitalism
to put Forward overall proposals = must be utilized:

1. Tadevelop, on the national level, the general
problems of workers control and to intreduce this same
discussion among the more backward layers of the pro-
letariat;



2. To avoid the isolation of the workers commissions;
3. To combine the struggle for immediate demands
with the struggle for tronsitional slogans (workers con-

trol, sliding scale of wages and hours).

On this basis, not only can the werk in the workers com-
missions serve os an important point of departure for the
struggle for o trade-union organized on a branch basis,
but also revolutionary wark in the trode unions can con-
tribute significantly to the development of the workers
commissions, especially in factories with combative
trade-union commissions, to the centrallzation of their
struggle on a national level, and to the devalopment

of the factory structures on which they con bose them-
salves, This requires o determined struggle for trade-
union democracy, for decentralization of the discussion
of forms of struggle at the factory and branch level,

On this basis the trade unions will be able to be in posi-
tion to convoke congresses of industrial sectors bosed

on elected structures in the factories in order to discuss
the concrete problems of each sector, thus playing an
important role in the coordination of the workers com-
missions .

It te in this serme that our trade-unicn work, centered
arimarily on the sectors of workers in which a more rapid
radicalization con be expected becawse of the economic
crisis, is axised around objectives of struggle comple~
mentary fo those we atiribute to the workers commissions,

It is also for these reasons that the LCI ingiste on the
obeclute necessity of combining both sorts of work, uti=
lizing it overall waight at the level of factory work.

Moreaver, the close combination of the two sorts of
work leads toward placing on the agenda the slogans

af the Mational Congress of Workers Commissions and
the Democratic Congress of all the frade unions around
the oxes mentioned above in relation fo the work in the
workers commissions.

Kot only are such slogans sufficiently concrete to be
understood by brood sectors of workers, but they alse
appear as increasingly corresponding to the requirements
of a workers response, to the objective needs of the
working masses, and to the level of corsciousness of

the workers, which does not yet permit the immediate
formation of a structure of centralization of all the au-
tonomouys organs .,

Finally, given the differences in radicalization of the
working class, it is an objective of struggle that takes
account of the development of the workers commissions
and the trode unions, aiming ot the unification of the
class. By placing the emphasis on the unions and not on
the Intersindical, it permits the mass base of the con-
gress to be broadened by oddressing the unions controlled
by the CP and permits the unmasking of the divisive pol-
icies of the refarmist or sectarion leaderships, In sum,

it is a question of an intermediary objective that better
corresponds to the present degree of externsion ond cen-
tralization of the workers commissions. [J

al Since December 1973 the regular intarvention of its
revolutionary militants has permitted the comstruction
of the LC1, the deepening of its implantation and abil-
ity to take important pelitical initiatives (anticelenial
mavement in May-September 1974, antimilitarist ac-
tiors), and the participation of the LCl in the leader-
ship of some mass struggles.

But there was difficulty in freeing this intervention,
conducted by o handful of militants that hos since ex~
panded to the present rucleus, from seme initial errors
that marked cur histery and were a logical consequence
of our small implantaiion ot the culset combined with

a formal sectarianism and some dogmatic conceptions,

The uneven growth and the lack of a clear central po-
litical line, which reflected the weakness of our polit-
ical experience, was nonetheless counterbalanced by

the implantation that was developed and by the organi-
zation's breaking inte new zones in which significant

nuclel of workers were ropidly developed. But this de-
velopment was often corried out at the cost of deepen-
ing the empiricism and regionalism of the intervention.

It is n this serse that, inspite of the errors committed,
in spite of the limits of its education ard of the palit-
ical debates that were conducted within it, the LCI was
always integrated into the dynamic of the Portuguese
revolution and participated with all its strength in the
important confrontations that strengthened the revolu-
Hon {‘Seprember 28 and March 11). Although these po-
litical errors contributed to weakening us and led us to
underutilize important political opportunities, the con-
solidation and strengthening of the revolutionary Marx-
ist organization and the commitment of its militants and
sympathizers to important mass struggles in the factories,
enterprises, trade unions, neighborhoods, and barrocks
corstitute o point of departure for o qualitative leap
that is now possible, provided we understand and cor-
rect our previous errors.



b) The fact that the revelutionary Marxists have held
two congresses in less than five months is not evidence
af any arbitrary subjectivism or a desire to discuss simply
for the soke of discussion, but rather corresponds to the
objective and subjective requirements of the revolution-
ary pracess ikelf. In this respect, Leninism, the Bol-
shevik practice to which the LC| adheres, certainly
stands in contrast to the Shalinist and bureaucratic proc-
tice of holding congresses at intervals of years, con-
gresses in which tendency differences and debates are
replaced by the principle that unanimify is a virtue

and differences a sin.

It was exactly five months ago, in August 1975, that
the last congress of the LCI was held, But in the five
elapsed months, the revolutionary process has developed
much faster than hed been expected. During this peried,
revalutionary Marxists found themselves facing tasks
whose scope for exceeded their forces. But what made
this third (extroondinary) congress necessary was the ob-
servation of the fact that the orientation opproved at
the second congress had not sufficiently amed the mili-
tants for carrying out the tasks required by the rapid
development of the revelutionary process,

€} While the second congress, in August 1975, marked
an advance in the discussion of some important ques-
tions, it nonetheless maintained and deepened some of
the errors mentioned above. The analysis of the MFA,
the CP, and the SP that was adopted at the congress
facilitated political hesitatiors and tums that logically
led 1o the signing of the August 25 accords, the sccep-
tance of the September 10 FLR manifesto, and the par-
ficipation in this front until is effective disappearance.

Because of its importance and because of the political
and organizational comsequences, it is necessary to
systematically enumerate the errors of the FUR:

— The wnity in action that was powible and neces-
sary was replaced by a "frontist” policy based on an
errenecus political plaform, which inevitably led ob-
jectively to sectarian and divisionist actions relative
to the workers movement as a whole and subjectively
to confusion obout the party, which facilitated the di-
vision of the workers vanguard and the development of
the "noenpartyist" current within the independent orgams
{the workers commissiors, moradores commissions, sol=
diers commissions, efe.).

— The lack of any conception of the workers united
front ot o time when it was particularly impartant to
stimulate united actions that would have permitted the
development and presentation of a political outlet for
the process of self-organization, uniting the majority
of the class in deferse of its social and economic con-
quests and responding immediately to the economic and
political crisis of the bourgeoisie,

— An incorrect and extremaly dangerous conception
af the Social Demoecracy, which was identified as the
twin of foscism;

— The development of putschist and insurrectionist
conceptions that facilitated the events of November 25
ond made it difficult to put forward an alrernative po-
litical solution,

The pelitical dissolution and organtzational consequences
of the LCl's participation in the FLUR were the product
of serious errors that opened the way for o combination
of sectarianism and tailendism towards the policies of
the centrist organizations and the CP. In reality, a
correct comprehension of the dynamic of class struggle
that led to the fall of the fifth government, to the maoes
actions of the soldiers movemant, to the new rise of
generalized strugales for unifying economic demands
(rural wage-earners, metalworkers, civil construction,
bakers, etc.), and to the development of partial inftia-
tives of centralization of the organs of direct democrocy
would have prevented the LC| from signing, on August
25, an accord that supparted the MFA and the Fifth
provisional government, giving rise to all the centrist
confusion about the character of the CP and develop-
ing @ sectarian palicy toward the SP, This political
understanding alse would have parmitted o different
policy, based on a break with the FUR {as soon as the
FLR accepted the August 25 occords) and on the recom-
pesition of the unity in action of the revolutionary or=
ganizations to attain essential abjectives like the crea-
tion of a more fovorable relatiorship of forces with the
reformists so os to stimulate the centralization of the
autonomous orgars, thus oddressing oumselves to all the
workers and revolutionary erganizations.

These political erroms prevented a battle for the unity
in action of the workers movement for Tts fundamental
objectives: the deepening of the congquests and demands
of the working masses for the development and central-
ization of the embryonic organs of dual power in a
period in which the initiatives of the warkers movement
could have rapidly been transformed inte new steps for-
ward, [J
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INDONESIE

by G. FONTAINE




Only a few months after the decisive victory of the peo=
ples of Indochina, @ new breach has just been opened

in the flank of Imperialist domination in Southeast Asia,
In fact, it is Indonesia, one of the major bastiors of
imperialism in the region, that has been hit by the na-
tional liberation struggle of the people of Timor. Until
the open invasion of the eastern part of the fsland by
Indonesian poratroopers on December 7 in resporse fo
the proclamation of the Democratic Republic

of East Timor, the events in this small Portuguese colony
on the fringes of the |ndonesion archipelage had gen-
erated little interest in the international political arena.
The backwardness and izolation of the island probably
hod something to do with this, as did the blackout that
had been imposed by the Salazarist dictatership, But
even after April 25, 1974, ond the awokening of palit-
ical life on the Bsland, Indonesio ond Australia, the

two countries having the greatest interest in the future
of Timor, preferred to try to achieve their aims by oct=
ing behind the scenes.

Solidarity with the struggle of the people of Timor is
needed in order to break this comspiracy of silence;
likawise, the tasks of any solidarity movement can be
derived only from an in-depth analysis of the dynamic

of the soclal and political process underway in the coun=
try. The following article is intended as a first contri-
bution in this direction,

The Portuguese conquest

The island of Timor was "discovered” by the Pertuguese
at the beginning of the sixteenth century. From that
time on, the sandalwood trade, which had previously
been oriented toward China, began to attract the inter=
est of the Portuguese, Holland soon sought to oust the
Portuguese from all their Asian colonies. The struggle
for contral of Timor and its resources, which began in
1613, was to last for three centuries. During this strug-
gle the Portuguese based themselves on the Topasses (or
bleck Portuguese), a group of mestizos who-soon ac-
quired formidable commercial and military strength,
Topasses based in the port of Lifou controlled the sandal-
wood trode. They succeeded in winning the allegiance
of most of the livrals (indigencus village chiefs) of the
island and thus in assuring Portuguese domination In ex-
change for the maintenance of their frade privileges.
Mevertheless, large portions of the islond remained out-
side Portuguese or Dutch contral . A multitude of ephem-
eral kingdoms were comtituted, according to fluctuating
olliances. Thae who could arganize the work and de-
liver the wood to the coast won a virtual monapely on
the ocquisition of manufactured goods and especial ly

on the weapors imported into the island, Trade began

to decline during the eighteenth century becouse the
wood, the main natural resource, began to run out, At
the beginning of the twentieth century, colonial demi-
nation was stobilized. After a century-long border con-
flict with the Duich, the Portuguese finally managed

to establish administrative ond military structures through-
out the eastern part of the island. The Jopanese occupa-
tion during the second world war left the country bled

completely white. The capital, Dili, was razed. Some
40,000 Timorans were killed during the fighting, and
the rest of the population was suffering from famine.
During the thirty years that followed colonialism did
nothing to bring Timor out of the depths of poverty and
bockwardness.

The economic structures

Portugal had been one of the pioneers of European co-
lonial expansion, but its decline was very ropid. A
prisoner of its trade links with Britain, Portugal did not
axperience the industrial development that the other
eountries of Eurcpe went through, The large londed
proprietors sclipsed the commercial bourgecisie as o
ruling class, and the paralysis of small industry pre=
vented Portuguese colonialism from transforming Ttself
into o modern imperiallsm, The major feature of this
obsolescent colanialism was that it was based on forced
labor and did not create on indigencus proletariat. The
major instrument of exploitation, apart from direct slav-
ery (which was still practiced until recently), wae the
annual tax, often payable in kind, that was imposed
an all the male inhabitants of the island. Thus, the
market economy only superficially penetrated the pre-
copitalist structures that were dominant in Timer., The
immense majority of the population is engoged in sub-
sistence agriculture. Becouse of the use of both tradi-
tional techniques, especially the system of rotation of
burned eut land (ladangl, end archaic Trstruments, the
productivity of lobor is very low. Malnutrition is wide-
spread and the population is constantly threatened by
fomine. At the beginning of the 1970s, Timer exhibited
all the symptoms of underdevelopment. |t exported agri-
cultural products and imported manufoctured goods.
There is almest no industry on the island . |t depends on
o single factor for survival: the income from its foreign
trode, which in 1971 was 50 percent depandent on cof=
fae, Mevertheless, the level of exports Is by for Insuf-
ficient to compersate for the foreign trade deficit,
Timor was a burden to the Portuguese, who always spent
the least possible amount on this colony,

Existing social forces

The few investments undertoken, especially in equip-
ping the part of Dili, not to mention the construction
of a sumptuous international airport In Baveau, the
second-largest city in the country, benefited only the
coffee and copra planters and the Chinese merchants.,
This did not affect the Timorans. In 1973, some 40 per-
cent of coffee production was In the hands of a single
Portuguese firm; the rest was eontrolled by Chinese,
Twenty-three of the twenty-five largest enterprises were
Chinese; the other two were Portuguese,

Finally, of a total of 300 stores, only one or two were
owned by Timeorans, All trade, both foreign and domes=
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tic, was dominated by the Chinete community, which
numbared 10,000 people politically linked to Taiwan.

As for the Timoran working class, it existed only inan’
embryonic form., It Is compesed mainly of chauffeurs,
dockers, and workers in construction and light indus-
tries {processing and wrapping of coffee) . Inspite of

its weakness, however, the working class was to play
an important role after April 25, 1974, as was the ur-
ban petty bourgeoisie (odminisfrative employees, teach-
ers, unemployed high-school greduates).

Education and the national
movement

After first basing itself on the traditional chiefs (the
livrais) during the esarly part of the century, Portuguesa
colonialism later created a new elite to respond to its
need for administrative and military subalterrs and to
propagate colonial values, Religious colleges were
cpened to train "letrades" who for the most part came
from the Families of the livrais and were thus better
able to defend the Portuguese order,

It was anly in the 1960s that the Portuguese colonialists,
having drawn the lessors of the abortive revolt led in
1259 by Indonesion soldies who had taken refuge in
Timor after the crushing of the independent republic of
South Malucea, began to revise their policy. This re-
valt, which triggered a deep resporse from the Timoran
population, occurred af the time when the new libera-
tion movements were launching the struggle in the Afri-
can colonies of Mozambique, Angola, and Guinea-
Bissau and Cape Verde. The Portuguese then tried to
create a new neocclonial elite and soon opened a num-
ber of primary schools, a high school, a technical
school in Dili, and a seminary in Dare. This new and
relatively brood-scale education, even though its aim
was to Inculeate the youth of Timor with "love of Par-
tugal, " and even though it completely excluded the
culture and language of Timor, nevertheless had pro-
found repercussions, Those who graduated from the sec-
endary schoals and who were not among the few dozen
youth who were ollowed to continue their studies in Lis-
bon during recent years most often found themselves un-
employed or else found very poorly paid jobs that were
totally unrelated to their qualifications. Thus, the
groundwork was laid for the discontent on which the
development of the nationalist mavement was to be
based. The codres of this mavement were often students
who had gone to Lisben and acquired a political con-
sciouwsness in the course of the ¢risis of the Pertuguese
fascist regime and in contact with the partisans of the
Aftican |iberation movements.

When these youth returned to their country, they had
no difficulty drawing the balance-sheet of four centu=~
ries of Portuguese colonialism as of April 25, 1974:

Average per copita annual income at the time stood ot
1,000 escudos, that s, about US542, probably the low-
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est Figure for all of Southeast Asia. In spite of the prog=
ress of the educational system, 90 percent of the popu~
lation remained illiterate. Tuberculosis and malaria
were constant plagues and the infant mortal ity rote wos
astimated at 50 percent (in the obsence of any stotistics
from-the World Health Organization, which had been
refused entry into the country). The health service had
a tofal of twenty physicians (twelve of whom lived in
Dili, the capital) for a population of 450,000, Finally,
there was no communications network apart from the
few miles of roads that had been built in and arcund
Dili.

The and the creation of
the UDT

There was no noticeable shakeup n the administration
of Timor after the April 25 coup in Lisbon. The new Por-
tuguese government was nof much concerned with Eost
Timor., The agents of the secret police (the DGS) were
recalled to Portugal and political parties were granted
the right to organize; but there was no explesion com=
parable to the one that quickly shook Portugal . MNe clan-
destine natiomalist mevement emerged immediately.

That was the price that was paid for the extreme back-
wardness of the country and il almost total isolation
from the outside warld.

The Timor government remained in office for several
months; Magiolo Gouveio remained chief of police and
Costa Mouzinho remained mayor of Dili; the represen-
tative of the colony to the formerly foscist parlioment
in Lisbon was not changed. Mevertheless, the whole
Portuguese administrative elite become "democratic"
over night. It scon formed the Unido Democrdtica de
Timor {(UDT — Democratic Union of Timar), of which
Costa Mouzinho became vice-president and Lopez da
Cruz, a veteran of the Africon wars, president. The
UDT immediately won the support of a good part of the
functionaries and villoge chiefs, for these people owed
their privileges and power solely to the Portuguese pres-
ence. Likewise, the UDT ropidly gathered the support
of the owners of the coffes plantations and the entire
Chinese commercial bourgeaisie. The palitical program
of the UDT wos clear: for the "accalerated promo=
tion, under the Portuguese flag, of the cultural, social,
economic, and political development” of the island and
"salf-determination for the Timoran people, oriented
toward a federation with Portugal as on intermediary
stage to achieve independence.” This fit in perfectly
with the neocolonialist plans of Spfrola. In spite of its
openly reactionary policy, the UDT registered some suc=
cess at first, |t owed this success to the passivity of the
Timoran masses, a result of their age-old oppression,
and ta its many links of suppart within the state oppa-
ratus. But this domination was scon challenged by the
development of the nationalist movement.




The traditions of anticolonialist struggle ih Timor go
back te 1912, when the Portuguese finally succeeded
in bringing the entire eastern part of the island under
contral, The last act of this conquest was the crushing
of the revolt led by a tribal chief named Don Boaven-
tura. He succeeded in uniting all the tribes against the
Portuguese and in driving them from the interior of the
country for a time. For two years the irsurgents waged
a movement of armed resistance in the Manu-Fahi dis-
trict in the southwest of the island and even manoged
to extend the fighting to the streets of Dili iself. But
the movement, led by the livrais, was finally crushed
at the cost of 5, 000 dead .

During the second werld war, when Jopanese troops and
Australion commandes fought merciless battles for con-
trol of the island, o pro-Joponese nationalist movement
arcse among the Timorans. But racist anti-white dema=
gogy soon lost its effecks in face of the reality of the
plunder inflicted on the country by Jopanese imperi-
alism.

Finally, even though the Indonesian military refugees
wha Initiated the 1959 revolt considerad the aim of the
revolt to be the creation in Timor of o base of subver-
sion against the Sukarno regime, the revolt seems fo
have wan a real resporse among the Timoran people.
But in spite of these traditions, there was no clandes-
fime nationalist organization on the eve of April 25,
1974,

Mevertheless, some time before, o small nucleus of
Timoran youth who had seme education had gotten to-
gether to discuss nationalism and the future of the coun-
try. Among these youth were Nicolou Lobato and José
Rames Horta. In 1970 the latter had been sent into exile
in Mozambique for reeducation. Working as a journalist
and cameraman covering the war, he quickly assimilated
the preciows lessons of the struggle led by FRELIMO.

In 1974, during a trip to Darwin, Australia, Horta is-
sued some blustering declaratiors to an Australion jour-
nalist, thinking that they would never be printed. But
the journalist quickly published them in the MNorthern
Territory News. The colonial administration then gave
Horta the chaice of prison or exile. His bags were packed
in preparation for moving fe Darwin when the coup came
inLisbon.

The First strike in the history of Timor broke out Imme-
diately after April 25, It was launched in Dili by the
employees of the colonial administration. José Ramos
Harta and his comrades aided the organization of the
movement by forming the Defense of Labor Committes,
The strike, which spread throughout the city, soon tri-
umphed; the salaries of the low=-ranking employess
were raised to 25 escudes a day in Dili and 20 escudos
in the rest of the island, It was a 50 percent increose.
But the Defernse of Labor Committes, which had so
quickly achieved great success among the embryo of
the warking class in Dili, nevertheless soon disappeared.
In fact, its mojor leaders threw themselves into the
comstruction of a new party, the Social Democratic

Horta
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Association of Timor (ASDT), and devated all their
forces to It. One popular figure, Xavier de Amaral,

a groduate of the Jesuit seminary of Macao, become
the president of the party. A product of the first con-
junction of the nationalist aspirations of the Timoran
youth and the awakening of the urban workers move-
ment, the ASDT had no real homogeneity, Bourgeois
nationalist and Christian reformist currents, and even
some revelutionary elements, were invelved in its for-
mation. The movement paid the price for the decades-
leng international iselation of Timer and for the obsence
of any cultural or political life proper to the islond ft-
salf, The Chinese and Indechinese revolutions hod not
stimulated any echo in Timor. And the mest powerful
communist movement in capitalist Asia until 1945, the
Indonesian Communist party, hod never sent any cadres
ta Timor, even though the island is on Indonesia's door-
step.

Thus, the militants of the ASDT sought points of refer-
ence in Australia to some extent but mainly in the lib-
eration movements in the Portuguese colonies in Africa.
After April 25, Lisbon newspapers, which began anal-
yzing these struggles, were avidly read in Timer, a3
were the works of Amilcar Cabral that were occasion=
ally brought back by Timoran soldiers returning from
Africa. During the summer of 1974 some students return=
ing from Lisbon who had been affected by these ideas
exerted a deep influence on the ASDT leademhip.

The ASDT, which had already won a broad audience
among the workers in the major cities (Dili and Bauvcau),
already had about o thousand members. But i influence
in the countryside remained very weok and unstable com=
pared with that of the UDT. Under the pressure of ele-
ments recently returned from Portugal and profoundly
influenced by the success of the African liberation move-
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menfs, the ASDT met in o general assembly on Septem-
ber 12, 1974, and decided to abandon construction of
a European-style political party and to transform imelf
into o Revelutionary Front for the Independence of East
Timor (FRETILIM). It progrom explained: "It is called
a front because it calls for the unity of all Timoran pa-
triots. . . . East Timor is o colony today, and as a col-
ony the immediate and sole objective is the struggle for
national independence and the liberation of the people.

It is revolutionary because |t seeks to modify, transform,
and revolutionize the structures that have been inherited
from 500 years of calonjalism. . . . Independence is
the only road toward the real progress u;j anjﬂplmnf
of the people of East Timor." |n addition, it'called for

"the activa prevention of neccolonialism" against the
Spinolist project.

From its origin, FRETILIN experienced spectacular
growth, Its fist public meeting in Dili, held Septamber
20, 1974, drew 20,000 people, After one manth it
cloimed B0, 000 members.

The reasors for this success must be sought in the con-
crete work undertaken by the cadres of the front: the
struggle against illiteracy, the promotion of the Timoran
language and Timoran culture, the creation of health
brigades, and finally, the aid to peasants in the forma-
tion of agricultural cooperatives.,

FRETILIN’s action & the relation-
ship of forces

At the end of 1974 some officers of the Portuguese MFA
arrived in Timor ond presented a program of "cultural
dynemization" and a plan for gradual decolonization
that included the estoblishment of a coalition govern-
ment in the image of the one that hod been tried in
Angola. |n December the FRETILIN rejected the estab-
lishment of the government council, arguing that too
many of the expected members had colloborated with

the old Salazarist administration; but it intervened en-
ergetically in the "dynamization” teams. On June 21,
1975, a FRETILIN-LDT-Portuguese government was
formed. The UDT drew the lessors of the failure of the
Spinolist project in Portugal itself and of the first con-
tacts between the Australian ond Indonesian governments;
it more clearly affirmed the objective of independence.
The FRETILIN hoped to be able to rely on the Portuguese
representative to assure that the process of decolonization
would be followed through to the end and to avoid
international isclation.

Each of the parties concerned — the two Timoran forma-
fiens and Portugol — held one=third of the seats in the
coalition government. But behind this apparent unity,
the confrontation between the organizations continued.
In foct, the influence of FRETILIN continued to grow,
and it recruited some former members of the UDT, Its
leaders continued their compaigns. In December 1974
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FRETILIN had published its platform in Portuguese and
Tetum (the major local language); it set up two central
schools for teaching literacy, modeled after the "con-
scientizagdo" of the Brazilian Paolo Freirel; many other
schools were set up in the villages with the aid of
FRETILIN cadres. Finally, the first production coopera-
tives were established in the Bazaar Tete region. Taking
advontage of its audience in the secondary schosls,
FRETILIN stimulated the creation of the UNETIM (Na-
tional Students Union of Timer), which was charged
with accelerating the process of "the decolonization

of culture."

During this entire time, the UDT proved incapable of
engoging inany populor action, One of the elements
of its social base began to disintegrate. Many Chiness
merchants were preparing to leave the island, most of
them hoping to be oble to settle in Australia. The UDT
was thus led to advocate a program of "promation of
Timoran compraders.” This continuous degradation of
the relationship of forces was probably one of the essen-
tial factors thot led the UDT to change its policy once
again, It seemed to have guined o good deal of Tnter-
national support: An apparently Fruitful visit had been
organized In Indonesia. During a conference held in
Macao in mid-June (in the absence of FRETILIN), the
Portuguese government reneged on its promise of inde-
pendence. Lemos Pires, the MFA govemor, then threw
his support to the UDT openly, and impartant contacts
were made with foreign investors, On August 11 the
UDT launched a coup, The leadership of FRETILIN
withdrew to the hills surrounding Dili; it tried some
last contacts with the Partuguese to try ta bring back
the coalition government; then it issued a call to the
Timeran forces in the Portuguese army. The reality of
the relationship of forces was then revealed. The very
great majority of these troops rollied 1o the nationalist
mavement, and in o few days the members of the UDT
were arrested or driven across the |ndonesian border,

The changes begun in East Timor accelerated with the
failure of the UDT coup, and the policy of FRETILIN
radicalized again. The Portuguese administration left
the island definitively. A symbolic detail of what co-
lonialism had meant: The last doctor left the island
with the Portuguese. The FRETILIN forces experienced
important growth, and the elements of a new adminis-
tration began to toke shape: committees including
cadres of the frant, the army, and representatives of
UNETIM, the feminist organization OPTM (Crganiza-
#do Popular de Mulheres de Timor — Popular Organiza=
tion of Wemen of Timor), ond the workers associotions.
Makeshift medical centers were set up in the villages.
Experiments in collective work were developed in agri-
culture, Doctor José Gongalves took over direction of
the economy; new land was cleared and the construc-
tion of cooperatives enabled o part of the population

of Dili to leave the capital o aid in food production.
Since the Chinese wholesale merchants had left, FRET|-
LIN began to erganize trode and to cain money .



In the absence of any Portuguese represeniotive, the
sovereignty of the Lisbon government was-neverthe less
guaranted by FRETILIN. The Portuguese flag continued
to fly over the administrative bulldings. During this
whole period, in foct, FRETILIN still hoped to aveid
international isolation and kept affirming its will to co-
operate with the members of the Association of South=
east Asion Mations (ASEAN), asking that Australia and
Portugal guarantee the islond's occession to indepen-
dence,

On November 28, as invosion plans were underway in
Dijakarta, FRETILIN finally declared irdependence and
founded the Democratic Republic of East Timer. Fran-
cisco Xavier do Amarale became its first president. Ni-
colau Lobato became prime minister and José Samos
Horta minister of foreign aoffais. On December 7 the
massive Indonesion invosion began.,

The Indonesian invasion & the
international stakes

Ever since the it successes of FRETILIN, Indonesia
had been engoging in a viclent compaign in the name
of anticommunism, Djokarta had long since coveted
the resources of East Timor, many of which are still un-
explaited . Above all, the reclization of independence
for the eastern part of the lsland was considered a seri-
ous threat. |t could stimulate liberation movements
amang many populations of the |ndonesion archipelago
{especially in Mew Guinea and the Meluccan lslands).
Finally, the Democmatic Republic of Timor could serve
as a refuge for o number of organizations struggling
agairst the Suborto regime and could fester a mass up-
rising on the western part of the island, In Djokarta's
view, decolonization meont assimilation of East Timor
by Indonesia,

As long ago os February-March 1975 there had been
guestion of sending in an Indonesion expeditionary
force. But the Djokorta govemnment and the army gen-
eral staff seem to have been divided over what policy
to follow, In fact, the Tnvasion of the Democratic Re=
public is laden with disadvantoges. On the island it=
self, the intervention troops could become mired in an
unending guerrilla war. These troops are ill=prepared
for their task, The army that crushed the Indonesian
warkers movement in 1965 was o palicy amy, accus-
tomed to being stationed in the cities and living off
corruption; but this army had never succeeded in com-
pletely pacifying the entire orchipelago.

Indenesia's international situation is also delicate, The
scandal of the nationalized oil company, Petramina,
the urgent search for new foreign investment, the new
rite of the defense campaign for the political prisonens
who are still languishing in Suharto’s prisons, the ini-
tial reactions of the Australion workers movement —
all these factors made o massive and direct intervention
by the central Javanese power little desirable. Gen-

era| Murtupo, chief of the "East Timor acquisition proj=
ect, " consequently sought to act from inside the coun=

bry.

At First, the main instrument used by Indonesia in East
Timor was the APODETI (Democratic and Popular As-
sociotion of Timor), o puppet mevement advocating on~-
nexation by Indonesia, |t published a newspaper in In-
donesian, which is less widely spoken in Timor than
Portuguese. Lacking any social bose in the country,
APCDET| was never able to play any impsrtant role,
In face of the failure of APODRETI, Didkarta thought
about the LDT: then, after the failure of the UDT's
coup, it fostered the creation of a bloc of four organi-
zations: APODETI, two inactive grouplefs, Kota and
Trabalista, and the LDT (or at least what remained of
the UDT; some of its leaders were in prisen in Dili and
athers had fled to Australia). They founded the MRAC
{Revolutionary Anticommunist Movement), Indonesio

helped them to undertake milltary Incursicns inta Eas!
Timor., With no success, Becousa of the abortive char-
acter of these attempts to goain control of the country
quTEfly" the considerable deve|opmen1 of FRETILIMN,
and the radical course of FRETILIN'S policy, Dijokarta
opted for the invosion.

The world context permitted this. Ford, who stopped
off In the Indonesian capital on his way home from
China just before the invasion, reaffirmed the strategic
importance of this region of the world for the Unired
States. Since the preparations for the invasion ware
well known, Ford's speech omounted to o stamp of ap-
proval for the counterrevolutionary invasion.

Portugal, of course, protested the viclation of it "sav=
eraignty." But it neither wanted nor was able to do any
more than that. The government hod elearly indicated

that it would rot support FRETILIN in any event, Since
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Saptember 1974, on the occasion of @ meeting between
Subarto and then Australian Prime Minister Gough Whiit=
lam, Awstralia hod implicitly recognized that the Indo=
nesian cloims ware well-founded. The proximity of the
island to Australio and the oil interests involved resulted
in "regional stability" being valued obove all else, in
spite of the desire of the Australian government not to
support the military enterprise officially. These consid-
emations hod already been at wark when the UDT at-
tempted ifi coup in August 1975, In fact, the special
services and several international contortivms hod im=
pelled the UDT to break the coalition with FRETILIN.
The palitical crisis that broke out in Australia in Novem-
ber and December 1975 weakened FRETILIN's positions
still further. The custer of the Labor government was fo
draw the attention of the population to the new slec-
tHen compaign and considerably weaken the intensity

of the solidority movement. The coming to power of the
Liberal party was also not without consequences, The
substance of the policies of the two formations, the
Labor party and the Liberal party, were not different,
but the previous government had been more susceptible
to the pressure of the workers movement and to the divi-
sions within the Labor party that begon to oppear on the
question of Timor.

FRETILIM was not without international support, but it
was of little immediate effectivensss, Mozambigue was
the first state to recognize FRETILIN as the "authentic
representative” of the people of Timor, in September
1975, Since then, the notionalist movement had hed
some success among the so-called nonaligned countries,
After the invasion was launched, the People's Republic
of China, Vietnam, Morth Korea, and the USSR de-
clared their support to FRETILIMN. For its part, the mem-
bers oF ASEAN clearly ranged themselves on the side

of Djokarta. The conflict in Timor took on a new dimen-
sion. |t began fo drow new political lines in the Far
East for the first time since April 1973, when U,5, im=
perialism wos defeated in Indochina, But the distonce

of Timor, the ease with which Indonesia con organize

o naval blockode, and the difficulties created by the
Australian government complicate the organization of
effective support, nat to mention the policies of the
Soviet and Chinete leaderships. In this context, the

UM resolution voted in December condemning Diakarta's
action and asking for the withdrawal of Indonesian troops
is of little corsequence.

Toward a long struggle?

It would nonetheless be false to conclude that the de-
feat of FRETILIM is near. The first balance-sheet that
can be drawn from the ongoing actions shows this, To
be sure, Dili and Boucau, the two major cities, were
conquered by Suharto's farces in several hours. But
FRETILIN seems to have mointained active netwarks
there. The FRETILIN troops withdrew and are now ac-
tive in the surrounding hills. A good part of the coast
of certain populated areas remairs under FRETILIN's
control. The ability of the Indenesion troops to use
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some of the major communications links {5 not even os-
sured. Djakarta’s losses in men have been heavy (they
are numbered at least in the hundreds and perhaps even
in the thousands). The expeditianary force hos had to
be heavily reinforced., It started at 2,000, but there
are-nearly 10,000 troops teday. And there is little
chance that this will suffice, FRETILIN hos demonstrated
the reality of its mass base. The nature of the terrain
and the extreme scarcity of paths of communication are
favorable to the orgonization of a guerrilla war that
cannot be easily rooted out. Two-thirds of the territory
appears to be under FRETILIN contral today. It is there-
fore likely that the fighting will develop into o pro~
tracted strugale. For FRETILIN, this poses the problem
of the present limits of its progrom. On several occasions
it has already had to rodicalize its oction in order to
assure [self popular support opaimst the UDT. It hos hod
to abandon its hopes — or illusions? — in the support
for decalonization it expected to receive from Australia
and Pertugal . FRETILIN knows that it has to rely above
all on it own struggle and that cukide aid will be be-
loted ond limited. In this battle, it will find itself fac-
ing o twofold problem: that of social reforms, agrarian
and urban, much deeper than those undertaken up to
now, and that of the regional extension of the struggle.
The situation in West Timor, a former Dutch colony to-
day under the heel of the Djokorta dictatorship, which
in large part serves os the bose of operations for the In=
donesian invasion, canrot be fgnored, FRETILIN's ca-
pacity to resist the invasion victorlously and in a losting
manner may in the end depend on the extension of the
struggle. Its present program hos corsclously ovoided
responding to this guestion.

But if the evalution of the present situation ossigns new
tasks to FRETILIN which it is not yet prepared to assume,
it lends a heavy resporsibility to the international work-
ers movement. The importance of the solidarity move-
ment is strikingly monifest in Australio. The traditions
developed during the solidarity struggles with the Indo-
chinese pecples have been awokened on this eccosion,
Common action has been waged by many trade unions,
student associations, support movements, religious groups,
and political organizations of the left and far left. Dem-
omstrations, occupations of Indonesion offices, and con-
crete solidarity actions are not all that has been done.
Boycott movements have also been launched, the most
important after December 7. The Waténide Workers
Union {dockers) of Sydney has called for o boycott of

all Indonesio~bound ships; the government worken of
the plane factories, who manufacture the Sabre aircraft,
have forbidden the sending of the military equipment
they produce to Djakarta. Several flights of the Indo-
nesian airlines company have been blocked by the trans-
port union In Sydney, The Meat Industries Employees
Union organized the boycott of meat shipments to Indo-
nesio. Although these octions have not permitted a total
boycott, they have nevertheless been very important;
above all, they point to the road that must be followed.
The struggle of the people of Timor requires active in-
ternational solidarity.

January 30, 1974




SOLIDARITY WITH
THE STRUGGLE

DECLARATION OF THE

UNITED SECRETARIAT

OF THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

OF THE FRETILIN!

Timor, Portuguese colony in the Indonesian archipelago,
was no longer but a vestige of a colonial order that hod
fallen into obsolescence. After 450 years of colonial
demination, the 650,000 inhabitants of this eastern part
of the island owned by Portugal were living in poverty
ard illiteracy, most of them still engaged in subsistence
agriculture.

April 25, 1974, marked the end of o colonial era, but
did not lay down any cutlines for the future. The oc-
ealerated emergence of pelitical parties was as sudden
as the collapse of the colonial system. Each of these
new political parties found o base of support amang the
social classes and groups that compased colonial society.

The Democratic Union of Timer (UDT), created by in=
digenous functionaries of the colonial administration,
soon rallied behind its program the traditional village
chiefs, the coffee planters, and the Chinese comprador

bourgeoisie that dominated the island's trode. It objec-
tive: the lang=term independence of the colony within
the framework of o federation with Portugal, o direct
echa of Spincla's neocolonial project.

The Democratic Association of the People of Timor
(APODETI) called for the attachment of this eastern
part of the island to the Indonesian state. The western
part of Timor hod already been annexed to the Indone-
sion state at the end of the second world war, when
Indonesia won its independence. APODETI, which ex-
presses the political and economic interests of the In-
donesian dictatomship, locks any social base in this
country, whers the Indonesian language is less widely
spoken than Portuguese, The APODETI is maintained
by subsidies from Djckarta,

The Social Democratic Association of Timor (ASDT)
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emerged ofter the first victorious strike of the employ=
ees of the colonial administration, In September 1974
it transformed itself into the Revelutionary Front for the
Independence of East Timor (FRETILING. Lacking local
political traditions, the intellectuals who founded this
front drew thelr essential political references from the
models provided by the African liberation movements
against Portuguese colonialism: FRELIMO, MPLA,
PAIGC. Calling for immediate and total independence,
FRETILIN was initially based mainly on urban layers,
but it soon acquired on influence in the villages, par=
ticularly becouse of the intervention of ifs literacy
brigades and the politicization campaigns it conducted
in-the major local language, Tetum, as well as the aid
granted fo peasants in creating cooperatives,

On November 28, 1975, FRETILIN proclaimed the in-
dependence of the Democratic Republic of East Timor.
And on December 7 Indonesian troops invaded the new
state. In several hours they imposed their contral over
the capital, Dili. But they were not able to extend this
control over more than one-third of the territory, The
FRETILIN popular militias threw themselves into a pro-
tracted struggle against the forces of the Indaonesian
military dictatorship. Beyond the confrontation in Timor
itself, it Is neocolonial order in this region of Asia that
has been challenged,

The fall of Spicla and the Indonesian intervention led
the UDT to demand independence. It then formed a coa=
lition with FRETILIN for several menths, hoping in this
way to block the extension of FRETILIN's influence.
Under the impact of the successes of FRETILIN, the pres-
sure of the Australian and American secret sarvices,

and the pressure of oil companies looking for depasits,
this alliance broke down in June 1975. On August 10,
1975, acting with the complicity of the Portuguese co-
lonial administration, the UDT fomented a coup fnan
attempt to annihilate FRETILIN, But FRETILIN was then
joined by the majority of the Timoran soldiers of the co-
lonial army. In September this period of civil war led

ta the victory of FRETILIN, the Chinese merchants and
the Portuguese colonial authorities leaving the island.

Subsequently, there was a regroupment of political forces
favering the passage of East Timor under the hegemony
of the Indonesion dictatorship, The remnants of the LDT
allied with the APODETI. From their bases on the Indo=-
nesian side of the border, they tried to organize incur-
sions into the zones controlled by FRETILIN, with the
material and military suppert of Diakarta. The Indone~
sian dictatorship took serious measures to assure their
success, and Ali Murtupo, the chief of Bakin (the sec-
ret police), was named "officer for the Eost Timor ac-
quisition project." But the weakness of Indonesia’s al-
lies = the APODETI and UDT — did not permit realiza-
tion of the initial project of the leadership of the Indo-
nesian state, which was aiming at @ "guiet" annexa-
tion. The only salution became invasion. The Indonesian
officers want to eliminate the threat of East Timor be-
coming both a base of support for opponents of their re-
gime and an example for the peoples of the Indonesian
archipelago subject to the terror of the cen tral, Java-

nese power. In addition, they want to preserve the stro-
tegic value of Eost Timor; Adam Malik, the foreign
minister of the Indonesion government, hos recognized
that it is security and stability, both national and re-
gional" that is at stake, the rise of struggles in East
Timor reflecting bath the final crisis of Portuguese colo-
nialism and, af the same time, the ongoing realignment
of forces in the Far East after the defeat of American
imperialism in Indochina,

The invasion of East Timor by Indonesian froops on De-
cember 7, 1975, was falsely portrayed as a respomse to
an appeal by four political parties of the country: the
APCDETI, the UDT, and two other formatiors slapped
together for the occasion, Kota and Trobalista. The In-
donesian forces plundered and sacked the capital . Num=-
bering more than 10,000, the Indonesian troops were
able to crush the FRETILIN forces, which retreated o
the hills to wage guerrilla warfare.,

The struggle that hos been launched promises to be a
hard one, long and difficult for the papulation of Timor,
for the invader commands material and military superi-
ority. Only a social mobilization of the entire peasantry
and of the urban warkers and popular layers can last-
ingly defeat the Indonesian invasion. The liquidation
of the existing property ralations in the countryside fs
a precandition for this. The risk of being “closed up"
in the half-island of East Timer is very great. That is
why extension of the struggle to the part of the island
under Indonesian domination acquires great importance,
and this cannot be done without a mebilization of the
peasantry to overthrow the existing order. In order to
win victory the struggle now going on in East Timor
will have to go beyond the limits of the program cur-
rently formulated by FRETILIN and fully respond fo the
interests of the social layers on which it is based. Born
in isolation and without deep anti-imperialist political
traditions, FRETILIN is a movement of national |ibera=
tion that can find no third road between the neccolg=
nial threat and the struggle for full national liberation,
which ean enly be socialist.

The mobilization of the masses constitutes a very im-
portant element in this struggle, which must be supported
because it represents a link in the anti-imperialist strug-
gle in the region and because it js fighting agaimst an
Indonesian military dictatership that has not faced any
apposition since it took power in 1965, The interno-
tional dimension of the situation thus created in Timor
must be utilized to denounce and Bsolate the Indonesian
dictatorship. The Australian dockers have shown the
way, boycotting Indonesian ships.

Portuguese revolutionaries must organize the broadest
solidarity in all forms to vigorously demounce the ma-
neuvers of the Portuguese government, which are facil-
itating the imperialist operations.

The Fourth International extends its unconditional sup-
port to the struggle FRETILIN is waging against the
Indonesian invader, for the independence of the Dem-
ocratic Republic of East Timor, [



BEHIND THE REVOLT

OF THE
SOUTH MOLUCGCANS

by NATHAN WEINSTOCK

For several days the Netherlands were marked by en
atmosphere of state of siege. In flogrant viclation of
the Constitution, South Moluccans were forcibly "re-
moved" from their homes on orders of the police. Tele-
vision newscasts were subject to preventive censorship;
press photographers were forced to hand in their films;
an entire region was subjected to a genuine military
sccupation. All this was topped off by the clamer of
the right demanding the edoption of draconian measures
tu combat "terrorism"; there were rumors of the imple-
mentation of a crisis plan patterned after the infamous
"Prometheus Plan, " which served as the scenaric for

the Greek military coup in 1947,

In view of this situation, it is clear that the action of
the Seuth Moluccan commandos provided the Dutch
bourgeaisie with an opportunity to psychologically and
materially prepare public opinion for the establishment
of a strong state. MNow, thete events occur ata time
when the economy of the Netherlonds is being hit by
the world crisis of the copitalist system and, highly sig-
nificantly, at a time when the government is preparing
to expel a large number of immigrant workers from the
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country. In this climate, marked by a recrudescence

of racism among the population, enlivened by the anti-
immigrant campaign being waged by newspapens like
De Telegraaf on the subject of the influx of immigrants
from Surinam, the events around the action of the South
Meluccan commandos took on a sinister resonance, The
South Moluccan affair was tailor-made 1o serve as o
dress rehersal for the advocotes of a hord line among
the bourgeolisie,

What is particularly noteworthy in the Beilen affair was
that the painstoking preparation and total success of
the taking of the hostages wios in contrast to the weak-
ness of the "message” that the terrorist action was sup-
posed to support. The quosimilitary oction succeeded
perfectly; but on the political level there was an al-
most total absence of any political program, apart from
the impact of the action on public opinion. To under-
stand this discrepancy, it is necessary to back up and
lock at the genesis of this illknown movement of South
Meluccans, This history permits an understanding of
the colonial background that throws light an the prob-
lem of the South Moluccans and illustrates how their
fate confirms the fact that repression in the colonies
constitutes preparation for assaults on democratic rights
in the metropolis.

At first a problem of harkis

The uprooting of the South Moluccans hos ik origin in
the colonization of the Dutch East Indies, particularly
the itlarnd of Amboina, The exploitation of the South
Meoluccans [in the spice trade) dates back to the time
of the Dutch East Indies Company and more particularly
to the capitalist and western penetration of the Indone-
sian archipelage, The result of this penetration was the
Formation of o particular culture combining traditional
features and imported patterns, The Christionized Am-
boinans, whose particularism was carefully preserved,
served as the advance guard of Dutch colonialism. The
indigenous shock treops for colonial repression (the
KMNIL} were recruited from among them. They were the
instruments of colonial butchery throughout the Indone-
sian archipelago. Uprooted from their place of origin
ard alienated from the Muslim Indonesion masses, the
Protestant Amboinare became depandent an the colonial
power,

The participation of "loyal" South Moluccans in the
military repression of Indenesion nationalism after 1945
concluded the process of compromising the South Mo-
luccans in the eyes of the mosses. Left stronded by the
withdrawal of the Dutch forces and the dissolution of
the colonial troops (the KNIL), they constituted, with
complicity whose source can be easily guessed, an
ephemeral neocolonial state, the Republik Maluku
Selatan (RMS — Republic of South Meluceans), The
South Meluccan soldiers stationed on Jovo intended fo
go to the RMS. In the meantime, however, The Hogue
had worked out o modus vivendi with the Sukarno re-

gime. The forces of the KNIL could not be demabilizad
in Java, where they would have risked being lynched.,
The new Dutch policy ruled out their being allowed to
go to Ceram in the Moluccan archipelago to continue
fighting against the Indonesian Republic. The difficulty
was resclved in a typically colonial monner: The KNIL
traops were loaded oboard Dutch naval vessels, forcibly
disarmed, and depasited in the Netherlands, where no
better solution was found than to lodge the South Mo-
luccan ex~fighters and their families in old camps built
by the MNazis,

That is where the tragedy of the South Moluccans be-
gan. They were totally cut off from the Moluccan ar-
chipelago, where the South Moluccan republic hod
mearnwhile suffered an inglorious and unlomented de-
mise. They found themselves administratively penned
vp under Frightful conditions, fist in camps and later
in ghettos built specially for them. Their quite under-
standable bitterness took the form of an Intense aspira-
tion to concretize the totally artificial dream of the
RMS. (In their time, the Jewish camps for "displaced
persons" after 1945 also served as hotbeds for the diffu=
sion of Zionist ideology.) Mareaver, this seculor mes-
sianfsm drew clear encouragement from the Dutch right,
which had nat given up hope of stimulating separatism
in West Irion, the Moluccan islonds, ond elsewhere in
order to bring about the fall of Sukarne, or at least te
waaken the Indonesian regime.

Penned up in their quarters and fixated on the ideal of
the RMS, the South Maoluccans found themselves com-
pletely cut off from the Dutch community. The rigid
and military ambiance that permeated their families,

in which paternalist power was colored by an "NCO~
like" atmosphers, completed the disorfantation of the
youth, These youth were rejected by the population
(the South Maluccare are even more unpopular than
the immigrants from Surinam) ond deprived of Dutch
nationality (the parents maintained their fictitious Seuth
Meluccan nationality); they sought psychological com-
pensation in aggressivensss, criminality, suicidal be-
havior, and flight reoctions (nostalgia for the RMS
somewhat resembles o sort of daydream),

When the generals’ putsch overthrew the Sukarno re-
gime in an unprecedented bloodbath, the Dufch right
lost all interest in the separatist aspirations of the South
Moluccans, But it was not enough to simply dismiss the
Maor who had finished his job, More than 30,000 South
Maluccans were languishing in their quarters, clinging
with frenetic tragedy to their mythical South Moluccan
Republic. The youth, caught between the reactionary
and autheritarian nostalgio of their parents and the hos-
tility of their Dutch surroundings, were suffocating.
They were no longer in the mood to docilely follow the
old models,

They suffered from this difficult situation. They had
bitterly endured the forced dispersions, the deprivation
of military pemsions suffered by their fathers, and the
brutal repression of the internment camps for Moluccans.
In return, they experienced colonial repression,
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SOUTHMOLUCCA [ spiLANKA

The revelt

Thit collective frustration exploded with the occupation
of the home of the Indonesian ambassador Tn Wassenaar
in 1570. [Other spectacular actions followed.) But this
action was not merely a break with passivity. It connot
be understood without toking occount of the repercus-
siors within the South Moluccan community of the cam=
palgn waged by the Dutch left agairst the Subarto re=-
gime. Thus, the appearance of political activism omong
the South Moluccan youth is explained by o curious
combination of calonial nostelgia and sensitivity to the
rise of the colonial revolution! Thus, E. Virecht, writ-
ing in the December 19, 1970, isue of De Groener
Amstardammer, stressed that the South Moluccans were
manifesting a "black power” mentality. Young South

Molucean militants in prison were asking to read Eldridge

Cleaver, Che Guevara, and Mao. In 1571 some re-
leased militants, along with other South Maluccan
youth, founded the South Moluccan Liberation Front,
which emphasized their group particularism and called
on the Dufch and Indonesion masses to join them ina
commen anti-imperialist and anticopitalist struggle
ogairst bath the Suharto regime and the Dutch gevern-
ment, for the liberation of the South Moluccans, but
alsa far the liberation of all the peoples of [ndonesia,
{See De Groener Amsterdammer, December 18, 1971.)

The entrance of the South Maluccans onto the Duteh
political scene was met by a severe repression, The
police savagaly clubbed demonstrators and leaflet dis-
tributon, Police ralds conducted at boyonet point tock
place in the South Moluccan neighborhoods, especially
in lsseloord, The discovery of a plat to kidnop the queen
sowed panic omong the "forces of order, " When 5,000
Maoluccans met to commemomate the twenty=Fifth an-
niversary of the stillbarn Republic of South Maluccans,
2,650 palicemen showed up and helicopters circled

the assembly. The surrounding of South Meluccon com=
munities by police accompanied by dogs and equipped
with armored vehicles become a constant cceurrence

— Ulster in the MNetherlands.

In short, o genuine state of war inside their quarters
unfalded, amidst genaral indifference among the Dutch.

Such Is the background to South Moluccan terrorism.,
We may add that this hybrid movement was sensitive
to the "profitability” of the terrorist actions of the
Palestinians from the standpoint of their impact on the
mass media.

It remains to be seen whether the combativity of the
South Meluccans and their collective frustration will
be susceptible 1o being integrated into the class strug-
gle in the Netherlands, if their inclination for revelu-
tionary action can be channeled by the revoluticnary
vanguard toward realistic objectives, if their movement
can articulate ikself around Indonesian and,/or Dutch
reality. Obviously, a precondition for this would be
the rise of critical consciousness omang them about the
shistorical and profoundly reactionary character of the
hope of seeing the rebirth, or rather the birth, of the
Rapublic of South Moluccans.[d

11 sentenced
to death

Eleven political prisoners have been sentenced to be
hanged . Hundreds of othes are languishing in prisen.
Most of them are youth, accused and condemned for
infractions relating to the so~called insurrection of
April 1971, Thousands have been imprisoned for two,
three, and even four years without ever being charged,
on the prafext that they must be "rehabilitated” before
being released. The great majority of these youth had
simply attended political courses organized by the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, a revolutionary youth
group. Many others, among them some young militants
of the Tamil people, are still being detained without
charge.

Even the political prisoners who have been relecsed
are denied genuine liberty. As convicted criminals,
they are subject to various restrictions and to constant
police surveillance, And several political groups and
organizations remain banned under the state of emer-

gency.

All this has been done in the name of "public security.”
Mareaver, the witchhunt against government employess
and workemn in the state enterprises is going on unabated,
The same is true for the trade unions that reject collab-
oration with the government, which suffer diserimina-
tion, especially in the institutions the government con=-
trols.

It 15 under these conditions that the government of the
Sri Lanka Freedom porty, supported by the CP, is pre-
paring to hold general elections, The government's
main opposition in parliament, the United MNaticnal
party, acts in the same manner. There is a bosic agree-
mant batwean these twe political formations of the cop=
italist class, the SLFP and the UNP, on the guestion of
the repression of political octivity ond of the mosses
whenever capitalist domination is threatened. The Pub-
lic Security Law, which allows the use of "emergency
powers, " and other repressive legislation such as the
Criminal Justice Commissions Bill, provide the legal
base for these enterprises, We must demand:

Save the lives of the political prisoners condemned to
death!

Free all politica' prisoners!

Lift all restrictions on the |iberties of the political pris-
oners who have been relemed]

Lift the ban on political organizations and groups!

Stop ;ha witchhunt and stop discrimination in all its
forms
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MEXICO: 200,000 WORKERS

DEMONSTRATE

MEXICOQ CITY— From the standpoint of revolutionary
politics, the year 1975 ended with o huge and impres-
sive proletarian demonstration in Mexico City. Even
the bourgeois press estimated the crowd at between
150, 000 and 200,000 people, the majority of whom
ware workers,

Called by the Tendencia Democrdtica (Democratic Ten-
dency} of the SUTERM {one of the two electrical waork-
ers unions), the significance of this demonstration went
far beyond the trode-union issues that were at its origin.
Of course, the formidable display of workers and revo-
lutionary solidarity can justly be cited as  support

for the struggle now being waged by the Tendencia
Democrdtica. But the political context in which this
demonstration took place lent it the character of an ex=
pression of the consciousness of political opposition to
the regime.

In fact, in 1975 the presidential candidate of the offi-
cial party, the PRI, waos "revealed" to be José Lépex
Portilla, (See INPRECOR, No.37, MNovember &, 1975.)
On November 15, Lépez Portillo held his first big meet-
ing in Mexico City, in Z8calo, the main square. The
meeting of the PRl fock place in the morning and fell
far short of attracting the enthusiastic working-class
crowd that the electrical workers demonstration assem-
bled that same afterncon. The obvious contrast between
the two political expressions was impressive; it showed
a clear decline in the political strength of Echeverria's
Successor.

The great significance of the action on the trade-union
level was alse evident. The Tendencia Democrédtica
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succeeded in mobilizing more than 50,000 of its mem-
bers from throughout the country, thus demomstrating
that it holds a large majority within the SUTERM, The
struggle of this trade-union tendency inside one of the
key national trade unions s the highest and most can-
sciows expression of o workers movement that is begin-
ning fo go beyond the limits imposed by the official
trade-union bureaucracy (the well-known and detested
"charros”). The demomstration represented o clear blow
ogainst the bureaucracy of the electrical workers union,
which has been attempting to oust the Tendencia Dema-
crdtica from the union.

A sector of the revolutionary left criticized the enor-
maus efforts expended especially by the CP and the two
sympathizing organizations of the Fourth International
(the Liga Socialista and the Grupe Comunista Interna-
cicnalista) to make this demorstration o great success.
The criticism was based on the fact that the leaderhip
of Rafael Galvdn, recognized leader of the TD, is
"revolutionary nationalist" and does not break with of-
ficial views and policies. But, as always, the ultraleft-
ist criticism fails to distinguish between the leadernhip
and the movement that follows the leadership, in this
case one of the broodest and mest combative sectors of
the Mexican proletariat. It also forgets that in the case
of the two organizations of the Fourth International,

ne concession was made to "revolutionory nationalism®
and that their united action with the workers of the
SUTERM and the rest of the trode-unions that demon-
strated in solidarity with the electrical workers per-
mitted these crganizations of the Faurth International

to participate with a broad contingent in one of the



mast imparfant preletarion mobiHzatiors in Mexico to-
day .

This was alse understood by the thousands and thousands
of student and worker activists who came to the demon=-
stration, lending it a clearly socialist and revolutionary
coloration and character, the spirit of which was picked

up by thousands and thousands of workers who chanted
and took up slogans coined by the communist movement.
The presence, for the first time in a demorstration of
this size, of a revolutionary Marxist contingent of
1,000 people sealed a commitment: From this point on,
all the workers demonstrations will be morked by a rev-
slutionary Marxist presence, [

FREE ALL INDIAN ... ...
POLITICAL PRISONERS!

litical prisoners; such a movement must be broadly based
and nonexclusive, grouping together all the workers
parties and organizations. This divisive ottitude goes
hand in hand with an opening teward the far right on

the part of these same Maoists, who have made common
caute with the partisams of the Indion fascist organizo-
tion Jana Sangh, which preaches intolerance ogoinst

the Muslim masses and an exclusive Hinduism thot aims
at dividing the workers in the worst manner, A represen-
tative of this organization spoke at the meating preced-
ing the January 25 demonstration, under the cover of
the "Friends of India" orgonization.

The revolutionary Mamntist militants of the Asian So-
cialist Forum opposed the presence of this speaker and
shouted the slogan: Mo to Indira, no te Jana Sangh,

for workers power! The organizers threatened to exclude
these militants from the demormsfration if they did not
desist, But the organizers had to give up when hundreds
of demonstratons took wp this slogan, os well os ancther:
Stop the tortural Stop the killings! Down with the state
of emergency! In the course of this demonstration, the
contingent marching behind the banner of the Campaign
for the Release of Indian Political Prisoners (CRIPP),
supported by the Asian Socialist Forum, numbered more
than 300 people.

The mass of Macist militants at this demonstration were
divided according to their counterposed political posi=
tions: some of them sided with those who booed the
representative of the fascists. |t appears that the disin-
tegration of the Indian Maoist current may inhibit soli-
darity ections in defense of Indian political prisoners
because of the hegemony this current has held up 1o
now. Since the Indira Gandhi regime has committed
itself to a long period of suppression of basic |iberties
and hos made the stote of emergency its daily low, =il
demonstrations of solidarity with prisoners ond of con-
demnation of the existing regime must be pushed forwad.
Everyone whao agrees to act In this way should be brooges
together, without the slightest exclusion.O]

NOTE: The comrades of the CRIPP in London have published a very detailed pomphies

on repression in India: "Lond of Palitical Prisoners." The oddress of the CRIPP -
G, Kumar, 23 Boundary Road, London NW 8,
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On Janvary 25 more than 2,000 people demomstrated

in the streefs of London against repression in India ond
for the release of tens of thousands of political prisoners
who have been held without trial for several years now.
The very great majority of these political prisoners are
Maoist militants belonging to the Communist party of
India (Marxist-Leninist) or to other Maoist grouping;
these various political groupings have exploded into
many rival fragments, some of which have broken with
their Maoist orientation.

This Mooist orientation had acquired a predominant in-

fluence ameng Indian communities abroad, and solidar-

ity actions have comsequently had leaderships controlled
by the Maoists, The January 25 demomstration in London
had been called by this sort of movement,

The Indian Macist movement, in clear decline in India
itself, has exhibited a similar trend abrood. On January
25 the Indian Maoist current in Britain demorstrated the
reality of its degeneration; the extension of the revolu-
tionary Marxist current in the Indian left was also dem-
onstrated .

Because of the ultrasectarian positions of the Maooists

{ Naxalites), the majority of the disillusioned militants
of the pro-Mascow Communist party of India and of the
Communist party of India (Marxist) did not join the dem-
omstration. Rejecting these militants unless they agree

to attack Russian "social imperialism" and line up be-
hind Peking can only have the worst divisive and weak-
ening effects on a movement of solidarity with the po-
cont'd. on page 31.

a2 Editeur responsab le: Rend Groslombert, 34 rue Mothomb 1040 Browel e



