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There is an lsso proverb that says: Even the jockal makes
out kis will before traveling across this country.

As the last place in Africa still ruled by French coloni-
alism, the French Territory of Afars and Isses (FTAI) may
look like o shacking anachronism in 1974.(1) A hope-
lessly arid land of 23,000 square kilomeaters with 130, -
000 inhabitants, 85,000 of whom live in the city of
Djibouti — that is the primary and decisive feature of
this French colony. |n reality, this demogrophic con-
centration in the moin city constitutes ane of the par-
ticular features that detarmine the social and political
questions of the territory. Apart from ifs function as a
port, Dijibouti also has an international airport and s
the terminal of o railway that links Addis Ababa, the
Ethicplan capital, to the sea; the railway is the deci-
sive axis of the Ethiapian economy. In addition to this
economic dimension, Djibouti and the FTAI represent

a linchpin for French imperialism in its strategic aims

in the region relating to the Indian Ocean, the Arcbian
peninsula, the route of the il tankers from the Arab-
Iranian Gulf, and the Red Sea. In spite of its desire to
cversee half the planet from Djibouti, French cole-
nialism hos nonetheless managed to survive here only

by dint of the most sordid tricks, the-most impertant of
which remain border rivalries and the ethnic fragmenta=
tion of this region of Eost Africa.

During the nineteanth century, toking advanitoge of the
opening of the Suez Canal, Frence hoped to maoke the
port of Djibouti a rival of Aden. But this remained a
pretentious ombition. At the time of the arrival of the
French, there were two ethnic groups in this region:
the Afors, or Damakil, Tn the North and West (obout
three-fourths of the territory) and the lssas (a group re=
lated to Somali sthnic groups) in the South. The Afars
and lssas hod long been Muslims, Both groups are essen=
tially nomadic and are assembled in "tribes" that are
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sorts of family clans, Nevertheless, the social organi-
zdatian and the relations among "tribes" varied among
the two ethnic groups. (2] Almost axclusively engaged
in pastoral activities, these populations did not satisfy
French colonialism's need for o work force, particularly
for the comstruction of the rallway (1897-1917) and the
port, This work was done partly by Arab warkers from
Yamen and Aden and above all by Somalis of the lssag
group, which originates from what was then British
Somaliland. Thissitwation was quite fovorable to French
colanalism’s palicy of division,

Mareover, the Afars and lssas were not redtricted to the
lands of the FTAI, There are about 250,000 Afars in

all, four-fifths of whom live in Ethiopia. All the Afar
people, whether they live in Ethiopia or the FTAl, have
their own internal structures, among which are the nine-
teen "great sultanates. " The FTAI includes the sultan-
ates of Tadjoura and Gebard, as well os part of the sul=
tanates of Aoussa ond Roheita, Afar society is very rig=
oroutly ctratified into "age classes" within which cer=
tain tribes and notables are dominant.

The 155@5; en the othar |"ﬂ:u'::lIr heiung ta the |ﬂ[ger, So=
mali group. The palitical unification of the great ma-
jority of this group was not realized until 1980, when
the Republic of Somalia was created. Superficially, it
can be admitted that the cohesion of the Somali group
is weaker than that of the Afars.

The Somall portion of the lssas tend their flocks in the
FTAl as well as in Ethiopie ond Somalia. When the bar-
ders were drawn between Ethiopio and the French and
British colonies during the nineteenth century, the recl
interests of these populations were not at all taken into
account, Meither the areas of human travel nor the
limits of the sultanates were respected, Hence was barn
a profound resentment among the populations and a ter-
rible confusion of ethnic and political questions.



The presence in Djibouti of a strong contingent of Arabs
stimulated discontent among those people on the fringes
of Afar or lssa nomadism who aspired to live on the re=
sources of the port, lssa petitions were oddressed to the
governor demanding the withdrawal of foreigners, mainly
Arabs., Before the second world war, the Arobs con=
trolled a good part of port real estate.

In 1946 the First reprasentative council was "elected .
Four Afars, three Arabs, and three Somalis, only one
of whom was lssa, were members of the indigenous bady .
That same year, a Somali of the Godaboursi group,
which originates from then British Somaliland, was sent
te the Council of the Republic s a representative of
the territory. This situation fostered conflict batween
the lssas and other Somalis, while also creating the il=
lusian that there was @ community of interests of Afars
and lssas ogainst “foreigners.” Thus, a Club of Somali
and Danakil Youth was formed in 1946; its slogan was
"land to the lssas and Danakil (Afars) " Its |eader wos
Mahmoud Harbi, along with Hassan Geuled, the pres-
ent head of the opposition, and Ali Aref Bourhan (an
Afar), the present prasident of the council and a stooge
of France.

In 1950 an election was held; beforehand, the lssas hod
convinced Paris to redraw the electoral lines in such @
way a5 o definitively weaken the repressntation of
Arabs and non-lssa Somalis. lssa notables were then
able to dominate the whaole of indigenous political life.
In 1953 Hosson Gouled (an lsia) was elected councillor
of the republic, and in 1957 Mahmoud Harbi became
first vice-president of the government council . Never-
theless, in 1958 when de Goulle proposed his famous
referendum on the Franch Community, Harbi campaigned
far @ "no" vote and waged a battle for independence.
His appeal won only about 25 percent of the vote ina
country in which electeral trickery is o permanent in-
stitution and @ good part of the tribal notables cast votes
for thair entire family and ¢lans. Moreover, {and this
was o result of this very factor), a majority of Afars
\F‘Dl‘ﬂd “YE"“

The French government later dissalved the territorial
assembly and promulgoted a new election low reducing
the weight of the lssas, The administration threw itself
into © campaign o attract the Afars, who were still not
very numerous in the city of Djibouti, and in 1959 it
was an Afar, Ahmed Dini, who acceded fo the post of
vice president of the council; In 1960, another Afar,
Ali Aref, took over the past. In 1963 yet another new
elictoral law further strengthened the representation
of the Afars in the territorial ossembly. The colonial
administration reigned as moster in close liaison with
the Afar chiefs and notables.

French identity cards were denjed to some lssas on the
most miserable pretexts of administrative processing.
This situation, aggravated by nomadism, led to an ab-
surd imbroglio in which brother and sister had different
nationalities and thus not the same rights. Young Issas
who had always lived in the FTAl were refused French
nationality and were thus denied any jobs in the admin=
istration, the essential sector of salaried labor. This
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mass of unemployed youth constituted the turbulent sec-
tor of a poverty-stricken urban population,

Discontent was generally diverted by the fact that the
Erench odministration on the whole accarded French
nationality and electoral rights fo the great mass of
Afars, even those who had lived in Ethiopia. Thus,
conflict between the two ethnic groups, a genuine di=
version of the masses, was liable to break out at any
moment. This was topped off by the effects of the clos-
ing of the Suez Canal in 1967, the widespreod corrup-
tion of indigenous leaders, and so on.

When it was announced that de Goulle would visit the
territary in August 1964, a secret opposition committee
ineluding both lssas and some oppositional Afors was
founded. While en route to Phnom Penh, where he was
preparing to give the United States some lessons in de-
colonization, de Gaulle stoppad in Djibouti, where he
witnessed a murderous riot during which the demonstrat=
ing population was machine=gunned by colonial troops.

One month later, the French government decided to
propose o "referendum” on the future of the territary.
The weual trading in influence, trickery, and the policy
of attracting the Afar chiefs produced the ysual resulis:
The referendum came down to a simple arithmetical op-
eration, the manipulated Afar group giving a victory

to the "yes" vote, One figure sheds a good deal of
light on these assertions: between 1958 and 1965 the
Somali electorate increased 55 percent, while the Afar
electorate increased 197 percentl

Following the referendum, the indigenous political team
led by Ali Aref stabilized its power fo some extent. It
went 3o far as to publicly call for the expulsion of all
Somalis from public and private employment. Thus, the
1,200 Somall docken were replaced by Afar workers.
Somalis who hod not immediately returned to their jobs
Th the administration after the referendum were laid

off. And, in the supreme note of irony, the territory
changed its name: It woe no longer called "Franch So-
maliland, * but instead "the Territory of Afars ond lssos. "
The council elected in July 1967 included two lssa
ministers.

Nevertheless, this terrible ethnic antagonism could not
be maintained unfailingly as sedentarization and urban~
ization grew in Djibouti, as Somalia and Ethiopia bol-
stered the centralizing power of their state opparatuses,
as poverty and repression remained the common lot of
the populations. The opposition between the two groups
must be interpreted in the light of objective facts. The
French presence, which created o centralizing admin=
istratian, halted the clan wars and placed all clans
under the same tutelage, while still basing itself on the
subjective rivolries and interests of the notables. French
favors were successively bestowed upon the Arab and
Somall outsiders at the time of the construction of the
railway, on the lssas from the end of the second world
war until 1958, and on the Afars since that time. The
period is now tavorable to the emergence on the polit-
ical scene of new generations of Afars and lssas, anti-
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colonialist and ready to marge themselves into o common
crucible of struggle.

An agitated region

The ethnic questions that partially fueled political life
in the French Territory of Afars and lssas constitute but
a sample of the incredible naticnal and ethnic imbro-
glic of this whole region of Africa, and especially Ethi-
opia and Somalia. Obviously, the problem of borders
relates above all to the battle over the division of eco-
nomic resources,

In 1952 the United Mations granted Ethiopia permission
to attach Eritrea te its territory in the form of a federa-
tion, a decision that in 1962 was converted into a co-
lonial and purely and simply repressive annexation.

The ports of Massoua and Assab (in Eritrea) represent
nat unimportant props for Ethiopian trade, MNonetheless,
for various reasons these ports are not at all prepared
for significant investment. That is why Djibouti, linked
to Addis Ababa since 1917, remains the essential outlet
to the sea for the Ethiopian economy. Since the railway
was completed, the future of the French Territory of
Afars and lssas has virtually constituted an element of
internal palitics in Ethiopia. The railway became an
Ethioptan company in 1959 and its headquarters was
transferred to Addis Ababa. In the lost analysis, Ethi-
opia can consider the French presence s a guarantee
for its own interests,

Things are of the same order from the Somali standpoint.
In 1941 British Minister Lord Bevin raised the jdea of

a "Greater Somalia" assembling all the Somali ethnic
groups scattered among Kenya, ltalian Semalilamd,
Ethiopian Ogaden, British Somaliland, and Djibouti
inta o British protectorate. This fdea was later taken

up by Semali nationalist circles. In 1960, after the
creation of the Republic of Somalia, which unified the
Italian and British ex-colonies, these aspirations were
used by the new state to bolster its credibility among
the populatiors. Tension in the region increased rapidly,
In 1963 and 1964 there were sharp clashes between the
Ethiopion and Somali armies. An intervention by the
Organization of African Unity in 1967 rendered the
conflict more discreet, Somalia, a country of three mil=
lien inhabitants, has only a small army and could not
oppose the Ethiopian army, which is aided and trained
by the United States and lsrael.

This situation later evalved. The Mogodiscio regime
{Somalia) made a diplematic turn toward the Soviet
Union, obtaining encugh military aid so that before

the outbreak of the Angolan crisis, Somalia was the
second largest customer for Soviet arms in Africa, after
Egypt. With the announcement of a possible change in
status for the French Territory of Afors.and lssas, the
conflict between Somalia and Ethiopio heated up again.
Ethiopia, which insists on denying the existence of the
Eritrean nation and which is clinging to Ogaden, the



subsoil of which contalns oil, now stands very close to
French policy. For its part, Semalia is exhibiting firm-
ness, relying on African diplomacy, which in its ma-
jarity favors independence for the FTAL.

The time of decolonization

Portuguese decolonization and the departure of the
Spanish from West Sahara makes Fronce the last eolo-
nial power in Africa. Since the announcement of the
independence of the Portuguese colonies, it has become
obvious that Parie eannot remain silent about the status
of the FTAL. Most of the African states, even thase
that are closely linked to French imperialism, have
turned toward suppart for the project of independence
for Djibouti, At this time, the Ligue Populaire Africaine
pour |'lndependence (LPAl — African People's League
for Independence), led by Hussan Gouled, came for-
ward n the eppeeition. Al Aref, a corrupt small=time
politician who sees himself os o genuine feudol poten-
tate, began suggesting that the LPAI represented noth-
ing and was enly o den of dangerous agitators funded
by foreigners (presumably Somalis). The French govern—
ment, essentially seeking to preserve it awn interests,
Initially put pressure on Ali Aref to ot least hold out
the possibility of o dialogue with the LPAL, A real
weathervane, Ali Aref was the warmest advocate of re-
maining in the French Republic until the French gov=
ernment itself began to speak of a "process leading to
independence." On May 22, 1975, Olivier Stirn,
French colonial minister, received some representatives
of the LPAI, thus recognizing the represantativity of
the group. On September 12, 1575, reporting on an
interview he had hod with French President Giscard
d'Estaing, Ali Aref stated: "In the future, our ambi-
ton is to peacefully integrate ourselves into the con-
cert of nations which form our environment and with
which we feel the need to cooperate fraternally and
loyally. We are going to make new contacts abroad,

in particular with the Organization of African Unity,
with a view toward preparing the Final stage in our po-
litical evolution."

Nevertheless, this outward appecrance on the part of
the French government and Ali Aref does not represent
an abardoning of imperialist claims, The French army
and police lose no opportunity to harass and imprison
the militants of the LPA| or to repress the populations.
On December 29, 1974, Ali Aref affirmed that Djibouti's
accession to independence was imevenible, “The ma-
jority of the population, 90 percent of them, " he said,
“want this independence, but not at any price. . . .
We want a military and economic guarantee from France
as well as a guarantes fram the OAU that our berders
will be respected.” He Further asked for the mainte-
nance of o French military base, stressing that this mili-
tary presence would not only guarantee the infegrily

of Djibouti but would also preserve equilibrium ond
peace in the region.

Ethiopia and Somalia have since recognized the terri-
tary and have rencunced any annexation, but Somalio

has protested vigorously against o “neccolonial project”
that would maintain an imperialist military threat on
its borders.

The opposition

In February 1972 the Union Populaire Africaine { Afri-
can People's Union), an organization with a large lssa
majority, led by Hassan Gouled, fused with the Ligue
pour |'Avenir et I'Crdre (League for the Future and
Order), which included Afars around Ahmed Dini Ahmed
who opposed Ali Aref. The new group fook the name
Ligue Populaire Africaine {African People's League).
Until 1573, this organization concentrated essentially
on making electoral gains. But on the occasion of a
decres of the Constitutional Council on November 28,
1973, sanctioning a policy of electoral fraud, it de-
cided to give up any electoral competition. In Febru-
ary 1975 the group Action pour la Justice et e Progrés
{Action for Justice ond Progress), o pro-Giscard forma-
tion (1), joined the League. After that, the African Peo-
ple's League adopted the name Ligue Populaire Afri-
caine pour |'lndependence (African People's League
for Independencel. Since Movember 1974, Hassan
Gouled hod been woging o compaign for negotiated
indepandence. The LPAI has won recognition from bath
the QAU ond the Amb Leogue.

In France; the LPAL is supported and aided by the re=
formist opposition, mainly the Socialist party, to which
the LPAl seems closely linked. The LPAI constitutes o
peculiar political Formation. Although led by a feam
certain of whese members (such as Hassan Gouled) are
dubious old politicions, it now rests on o genuine inter-
ethnic mass base, which lends it the role of o guasi-
mass organization in the suburbs of Djibouti. Meither

of the twio armed groups, both of which are based abroad,
can claim such a base.

The Front de Libération de la Céte des Somalis (FLCS
= Somali Coast Liberation Front), which was respon-
sible for the kidnapping of about thirty French children
from a schoolbus, is generally under the influence of
the Samali government. This influence may intensify

if we are to believe the current rumars that the group's
former leader Is now in prison in Mogadiscio and that
he has bean replaced by a successsr who is closer o
Somali positions.

As for the Mouvement de Libération de Djibouti (Dfi-
bouti Libemtion Movement), which is supported and
aided by Ethiopia, it has now been reduced fo isuing
appeals that conform to the pro-French palicy of Addis
Aboba, For the immediate future one thing is certain:
The French govermment will not be able to aveid a dia-
logue, even if indirect, with the LPAL. This organiza=
tion, reformist, would most likely be sotisfied with o
liberal program,

In addition, generally speaking, the gecgraphical and
social configuration of the Franch Territory of Afars
and lssos broadly limits the possibilities for a guerrilla
campaign waged through infiltration. The overall situa-




tion is determined by what happens in Djiboutl, and
only an organization deeply implanted among the urban
population will be able to assert itself against the co-
lonlal power.

The crisis of French imperialism

In spite of the current concessions and operations, the
French government's attitude toward Djibouti more gen-
erally goes back to imperialist policy throughout this
region and particularly in the islands of the Indian
Ocean, The repression is as important as the strategic
interests invelved.

Djibouti is a military garrison of about 7,000 men since
the latest events. In "noemal times" about 6,000 sol=
diers are stationed there, along with o squadron of
F=100 combat aircraft, some troop transport forces and
helicopters, and o naval force. This apparatus is inte=
grated into the French military array in the Indian
Ocean, aleng with the island of Réunion (2,000 men)
and the islond of Mayotie. Since the situation in the
Malogasy Republic (Madagascar) has resulted in the
withdrowa! of French troops from that eountry, Djibouti
has become the decisive nub of this whole apparatus.
Becouse of this and because of the independence of the
Comoro lslands, the French government has relied on
the bourgeoisie of the island of Mayotte to provoke a
spontansous "self~determination” of the populations of
this island in favar of remaining French,

All this represents one aspect of imperialist repression.
The other aspect is even more sordid, After the riohs

of 1966, an electrified barbed-wire barricode, rein-
forced by o minefield and wotched from above by obser-
vation towers, was construcied around the city, This
barricade isolates the capital from the rest of the terri-
tory, The aim is to prevent thousands of lssas who were
expelled from the city in 1946 from returning. To get
through the barricade you have to be white or else be
oble to prove French nationality. The troops regularly
open fire on people trying to poss through. Legally,
these deaths are identified as “accidental " In June
1968 Omar Osman Mabeh, head of the opposition, was
sentenced to death on charges of having committed an
attack.(3) More than half of the jury designated to try
him were Europeans, and not just any old Europeans.
Included were the director of the industrial eredit na-
tional bank, the director of Shell, a large importer,
the director of maritime shipping, and the head of gen-
eral affairs for the colonial administration.

Up to now, Ali Aref has bean able to mansuver, He

has received implicit support from Ethiopia in exchange
for strangling the rebellion of Sultan Ali Mirah, an Afar
chief, against the authority of the Ethiopian state. In
addition, he has been content to reject the LPAl a3
“nothing but foraign agents” linked to Somalia. But the
erisis of French colonialism is not limited to the small
territary of Djibouti, and the French bourgeoisie conse-
quently finds itself compelled te moke compromises in
order to dom up a process that would sventually threaten
the island of Réunion and the Antilles,

Although the economic crisis has been extremely tragic
for the French Territory of Afors and lssas, Ali Aref has
been content fo assert that the economic situation s
rather healthy and to add, "My chauffeur mekes more
than a Somali generol." (Agence France=Presse, Janu-
ary 20.) Can such o puppet serve for very long as the
main political tool of the French government? On Feb-
ruary 23 Ethiopia let it ba known that it would favor

an agreement between Ali Aref and the LPAL,

Effectively, the new Ethiopian regime is confronted by
a centrifugal process throughout its entire territory.
The armed struggle in Eritrea has enabled the People's
Liberation Forces and the Eritrean Liberation Front to
gain control of the countryside and penstrate the cities,
The government's "agrarfan reform” has driven the feu-
dalists to rabel agairst the regime and galvanized the
peasant masses 1o struggle for deeper reforms. The Afars
led by Ali Mirah are in rebellion, Somalia has laid
claim to Ogaden, and o on, Since Ethlopia is o bosic
axis of imperialist strategy in eastern Africa and since
the Djibouti affair constifutes a credibility test for the
local regimes, it is understandable that French coloni-
alism should assume aon important task in maintaining
the equilibrium of the imperialist system as a whole,

Thie demand for the immediate independence of the
French Territory of Afars and lssas, with the complete
and uncondjtional withdrawal of French troops, must
be a central slogan for the French workers movement.
©On February 10, 1976, in an action revealing of both
the crisis in the army and the crisis of imperialism, &
soldiers' committee at a Franch air base published a
communiqué denouncing the sending of droftees to Dji-
bouti, This communigué declared, among other things,
"We are not destined to serve French imperialism and
to repress a people struggling for their independence.

« + « The soldiers' committes calls for support to the
struggle of the Afar and lssa peoples for their indepan=
dence." That is an example that should be followed.

February 25, 1976

FOOTNOTES:

1. As far as off-continent Africa is concerned,
France also maintains its domination over the island of
Réunion and the island of Mayotte in the Comaro archi-
pelago.

2. OF the 130,000 inhabitants of the FTAIl today,
there are about 11,000 Europeans, 8,000 Arabs, 50,-
000 Afaors, and 40,000 Somalis, of which 45,000 be-
long to the lsso groups, ond 15,000 to the Godabouri,
lssaq, and Dared groups. But nat all these people bene-
fit from "French mationality." Thus, there ore 3,000
"French citizens" among the Arabs, 47,000 among the
Afars, 24,000 omong the lssas, and 6,000 among the
other Somali groups.

3. Pardoned, he wos released in March 1975 under
the pressure of o FLCS commando group that had taken
the French ambassador to Somalia os a hostage,

T



France is no exception among the various
capitalist countries that have entered the
long perisd of recession that has been ana-
lyzed in several issuves of INPRECCR.

Thus, in spite of a recession and an exceptional vol-
ume of unemployment, inflation has continued at o
high rate and, éven though the upfurn has barely be=
gun, prices aresoaring againand the balance of pay-
menfs is worsening, Although the upturn will inevitably
be o weak one, the workers will insist on making up
what they have lost during two years of recession.

The resolution of the contradictions accumulated dur=
ing thirty years of capitalist expansion does not lie be-
hind us but well ohead of us, |t implies notably inten-
sified inter-imperialist competition and abeve all in-
creosingly severe confrontation: between capital and
labor.

In spite of the significont development of industrial re-
structuring and investment that cccurred under de Gaulle
and Pompidou, the French apparatus of production and
distribution remains relatively less concentrated than
that of the major competifors of France. This is o severe
handicap in French copitalism's asserting itself in the
new international division of labor . Big copital cught

to have every interest in transforming as rapidly ot pos-
sible through regroupments and eliminations the large
contingent of small shops, companies, and commerciol
establishments that are incapable of functioning at com-
petitive costs and that stimulate inflation significantly.
But this sector weighed too heavily in the dangerously
lew 51 percent of the vote received by Glscard d'Es=~
taing in the 1974 presidential elections to be attocked
too sharply,

Moreaver, the most conservative wing of the large em=
ployers hopes to utilize the Poujadist mobilization o=
ditions of these layers in order to exert pressure against
the reformist inclinations of some emplovers and the
government. Thus, combat employers like F. Michelin,
Joly {Babeock), Pinet (Industries Méchanigues of the
Parisian region) have joined the political-professional
movement of PME (small and middle~sized anterprizes),
the UNICER formed by Léon Gingembre, president of
the PME. The employers and the government hove o
confront o workers movement secsoned by May 1968
and the exemplary struggles of recent years, They have
little hope of winning a German=style contract for "so-
cial peace” from the workers and their major orgoniza-
tions. Moreover, the workers-are that much less in=
clined to accept any "sacred union" during this crisis,
since the Union de la Gauche (Union of the Left, an
electoral bloc of the Communist and Socialist parties)
seerms to them to be prepared, despite its difficulties,
to take over from o policy that has been discredited.

At the same time, a wind of liberalization, if not dis=
sent, is blowing inall the institutions that have re-
mained particularly ossified in France, In the army, In
the legal system, and among physicians important cur=
rents-are challenging their particularly reactionary
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functioning. Inadifferent social and political situation,
big capital and the government weuld have an Interest
in lending support to these movements in order to inte=
grate them inte o program aimed at modemizing these
institutions. But the class polarization is too strong; to
accept dissent over their functioning would be to open
the rood to a dongerous questioning of their functions,
In large part, then, the government is compelled to
base itself on the mos! reactionary currents, mired in
their obsession for order, which oppose any adaptations
and accumulate the risks of explosion,

Rapid erosion of the regime

Giscard commands a most norrow social base and mar-
gin far political maneuver in defending the anti-work-
ing=class policy of big copital. This contradiction ac=
counts for the incoherent aspects and gradual ercsion
of his method of governing. Conscious that he is a sub-~
Bonaparte without influence in the working class, Gis=
cord fried to make some reform moves in order to win
over at least the labor aristocrocy, which is sensitive
to a liberalization of imstitutions, morals, and palitical
behavior: He very quickly knocked himself out making
overly spectocular promises about overly fabulous proj-
ects, Up to now, he has been able to carry through only
a few reforms (diverce, contraception, right to vote
for youth, addition of some women fo the governmant}.
Although weleome in themselves, these reforms have
not won the support of the labor arfstocracy, which is
much more affected by the slowdown in wages, the in-
crease in sociol security taxes, and ftax concerns.

As for the mass of tailers, they were frankly exosper=
ated by the provocative speech of this pretty-boy presi-
dent, who pretended to forget the 1,500,000 unem-
played, the deterioration of the living standards of the
workers, and the brutality of the repression of the em-
ployers and the police and insteod gove o fireside chat
obout easing social relations,

To judge by the results of legislative by-elections (in
Chatetlerault, for exomple) and from polls, there is

no doubt about the balance-sheet, The presidential ma=
jority has lost ground to the Union de la Gauche, and
especlally to the Socialist party., Giseard, on the other
hand, has edmirably succeeded in lending weight fo
the most conservative currents of his voters. This is
probably why he is making many maneuvers of opening
toward the Socialist party, perhaps hoping te coopt @
possible centro-socialist shift to the present parliamen-
tary majerity, The initial results of this maneuver are
not very promising. While Mitterrand has already met
with Kissinger, he has declined fo meet with Giscard,
And he asked Gaston Deferre and Mauroy (the Secialist
mayors of Lille and Marseille) to get rid of their munic-
ipal allies who are part of Giscard's parliamentary ma-
jority. Mitterrand has long since undermstood and ex=~
plained that for the entire coming period only a coali-
tion with the CP can win the support of the popular
masses, expand the audience of the 5P among the work=
ing class, and, in the final analysis, offer the bour-

geoisie throughout this period of erisls o democratic
alternative that imposes respect for the capimlist sys-
tem and Tts institutions on the workers movement, Mare-
over, the revisions in doctrine effected by the CP have
now comforted Mitterrand in his anolysis.

Giscord probably thinks that he can still mansuver on

a European scale. Through the question of the election
of & European parliament he hapes fo bring the UDR
(the Gaullist party) under his thumb, get rid of the die=
hord Gaullists, and obove all counterpose Mitterrand's
fidelity to NATO to the chauvinism of the CP,

But Mitterrand seems fo be preparing to parry this, He
would abstain on European elections unless they were
based on propertional representation, thus driving Gis=
card to the wall and making gains at the expense of the
Communist party, which is mired in its own chauvinism
along with a few of the Goullist old guard.

Hardening of anti-worker policy

The parliamentory majority and the employers are be-
ginning te have doubts about the effectiveness of Gis-
card's political maneuvers,

The Movember 29, 1975, issue of Le Monde asked:
"Why was it not clearly stated that it was not possible
to do everything at the same time and thot the govern=
ment, foced with the choice of a grand policy of re-
farme or the reestablishment of the financial health of
the enterprises, opted for the latter?" In fact, there

is not much point in ceatelessly chattering about reforms
without being able to carry them out; this results In dis=
crediting the regime and sirengthening the Unien de la
Gauche, which claims to be for a real change. It is
inept ta flatter a Socialist party that is in the process
of making big advances, for this amounts fe an admis-
sion of weakness on the part of the parliamentary ma-
jority, which comforts the adversary. As Prime Minister
Jocques Chiroc said when thinking aloud, itwould be
better to confront the workers and their organizations
with the austerity required by the economic situation
ard o cynically compel them either to submit ta the
exigencies of capital or to opt for a test of strength.

In 1975, for the first time since the and of the second
world war, the buying power of the great majority of
workers stagnated; for those workers offected by unem-
ployment or short-time, buying power was considerobly
reduced, Price increases during 1975 stood ot 9.99% oc-
cording to the state statistical organization, 14,2% ac-
cording to the CGT (Confédération Générale du Tra-
vail — General Confederation of Laber), and 12,49
according to the CFDT (Confédération Frangaise Démo-
cratique du Travail = French Democratie Confederation
of Labor], (We may note in passing that in the confron-
tation with the employers it would be much more effec-
tive if the twe trade-union federations ogreed on a
common index, which would be known by the workers
and discussed on a rank-and=file level.} At the same



time, according fo J. Graphin in Le Monde, the total
wage bill in the public and nationalized sector increased
14-15% (if account is token of the slight increase in

the number employed in this sector, nominal wages in-
creased 12-13%),

In its balance-sheet for 1975, Le Mende estimated that
the buying power of the workers odvanced 1,756, that
of the agents of the nationalized sector 2-4%5, and

that of functionaries 4.8%. These estimates are made
on the basis of the state statistics. According o the
colculations of the CGT, the buying power of the vari-
ous categories of amployees in the Paris region declined
as follows durlng 1975: functionaries =3,2%, truck
drivers =1.29, skilled and professional workers -2.556,
urskilled workers =2.3%, working~class families with
two children -3.2%,

Moreover, let us notein possing that in spite of the
long period of exparsion thot preceded the crisis, and
in spite of the wage increases won mainly since 1968,
according to the annwal inquiry of the state statistical
organization into incomes in trade ond industry (which
involves 13 million workers), 44,4% of wage-edarners
make less than 1,935 franct a manth {U55435) and
48,99 make less than 2, 500 francs o month (LIS8562) .
Up to now we have been speaking of employed worksrs.
But since October 1575 there have been more than one
million officially unemployed workers in France, The
official figure for January 1976 is 1,017,000 unem-
ployed; the figure of the CGT is 1,400,000, Mow, we
must be clear about the myth that unemployed workers
in France are better off than unemployed workers any-
where else in the world, A recent study of the Crgani-
zation for Economic Cooperation and Development in-
dicates that, on the contrary, France has one of the
least adequate unemployment compensation progroms

of the advanced copitalist countries. On the average,
uremployed workers in Fronce receive 4096 of their
normal gross income for a one year period; the figure
ix 519 for fourteen months in the United States and
&8% for one year in West Germany. As for short=time
work, lost hours are covered only if the warkweek falls
below Farty hours. In most industries, however, the
workweek is forty=three hours or more. MNow, above
forty hours, the hourly wage is increased 25%. This ax-
plains why a skilled worker can lose more than 1,000
francs o month (US$224) during o period of short=time
work. Finally, 509 of those seeking work (that is,
619 of actual unemployed workers) get nothing; 10%
get only 297 francs a month, and 1086 get only 35%

of their wages, that is, B4 froncs o day for o woge=
earning couple with two children,

With the rise of unemployment, the situation of the
unemployment compensation fund has detericrated con-
stantly (2,000 million francs were paid out in 1974

and 6,000 million in 1975). To correct this, employer
confributions fo the fund would have fo be increased.
But the regime has preferred to administratively elim-
inate @ whole contingent of workers fram unemployment
coverage. In oddition, o November 29, 1975, circular
of the Ministry of Labor instructed health insurance

funds to step up checks on workers who receive pay-
ments for more than three months and asked the family
allowance funds to cut off payments to workers who
have besn unemployed for more than six months if they
foiled to respond to a guestionnaire within a certain
time limit.

The government will once ogain be forced to seek o
solution to the social security deficit. The brutality

of the initial statements of Minister of Finance Four-
cade expressed the ohjectives of this regime very well:
"There Is no question of further aggravating the burdens
of the companies.” While the resistance of the workers
compelled the regime to divide the cheige between the
contribution of the employers and the minimum fee paid
by the patient, the unofficial plan is to move towerd

o guarantee of minimum care for all and to compel each
social category to cover ity own risks ond health re-
quirements through complementary insurance according
to its financial means.

Concurrently, the essential part of supplementary pub=
lic expenditures Is devoted to supporting the treosuries
of companies or ta the formation of French, European,
or Franca=-American groups of companies on an interna=-
tional scale (Citro#in-Peugeot, Renault=Berliet, Cll-
Honeywell-Bull, etc.). The breakdown of the support
and pump-priming plans worked out in 1775 could not
be clearer:

Feburary 25: 3, 800 million francs in aid to the
mast needy.

March 17: 4,000 million for construction, exports,
and investments.

April 22: 15,000 million for credit facilities amd
reimbursing of excepticnal tox increases.

Finally, the September plan: 5,000 milllen for con-
sumption; 13,000 million for equipment orders; 3,000
million in tox breaks on corporate investment; 9,000
million in postponement of 1975 taxes to 1976.

In order to wage such an economic atfack on the work-
ing class, the employers and the regime hod to erect

an increasingly messive repressive barricade ogainst the
demands and struggles of the workers and against the
workers organizations. Toward the end of 1974 and
throughout 1975 this repression became more precise,
systematic, and intense. Hare is the report of a collo-
quium on repression held by the two regional unions of
the-CGT and CFDT in Lyon, cited in the December 4,
1975, isue of the CFDT weekly Syndicalisme: "Repres-
sion is not a new phenomenon, but it is toking on greater
scope these days. . . . Inany event, it is better orgo-
nized thon it wos in the past, for the employers are
mare and more frequently resorting to private militias
ond strong-arm gangs. In cases of conflict, they system=
atically call upon the police and seek to oppose strikers
to nonsirikers or to the public." Repression is develop=-
ing simultaneously on all fields:

1. Bredking exemplary struggles through the inter-
vantion of employer commandos, cops, and, if neces-
sary, the removal of machinery, which is designed to
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demoralize the workers and to avoid only too educa-
tional experiences of workers' re-starting production

in the service of the strikes, The fact that Vernier=
Palliez, the new bos of Renoult, has used this anti-
strike weapon even at the key Billancourt factory tes-
tifies to the determination of the employers and the re-
gime: They will respect no foboo bastion.

2, Intimidation of combative elements: The Renault
strike ended with the layoff of seventeen union dele-
gates; three of them were rehired, but fourtean were
not. The Paris-Rhdne struggle failed, with twenty-two
workers laid off, nine of them delegates. Setbacks that
result in the elimination of combative worken weigh
heavily on the ability to remobilize a factory or o sec-
tar.,

3. Challenging of trade-union gains:

*The time allofted to trade-union delegates for doing
trade=union work is more tightly controlled and the
tolerances have been tightened up (for example, at
Crédit Lyonnais and Dossoult/Argenteuil). Trode-union
delegates are now regularly laid off, with or without
the agreement of the state lobor inspection board. The
CFDT estimates that as of September 1975 there wera
7055 more such layoffs than in September 1974,

*Trade-union representatives are now being prose-
cuted through indictments and searches ofter difficul
struggles (for example, the CFDT representatives in
Caen after the strike at Blaupunkt, the two departmental
secrefaries of the CGT and CFDT Tn Dréme) .,

*In 1975 the employers and the government bran-
dished o new disuasive weapaon against the trade-union
organizations: fines againgt trode unions fo cover em=
ployers' lowses during strikes; there hove been trials
with requests for reparations at Renault, Air France,
Maphta-Chimie, Goboriau, Venot, and Ple.

*Finally, at the time of the operations ogainst the
movement of saldiers the government directly took on
the trade-union apparatus: searches of heodquarters
and imprisonment of high trode=union leaders,

4. Maoreover, a whole current among the employers
and the government is pursuing o project of breaki
the recognized and acknowledged representative ::Er«
octer of the large trode-union organizations. These
ideas were taken up by A, Roux, president of the no=
tional employers' organization, in his Jaruary 1976
report on the Factory Reform: "Motobly becouse of the
process by which they are elected, the foctory commit=
tees have become organs of dissent much more than or-
gans of cooperation, . . . It is necessary to modify the
electoral system so that any wage-earner, whether he
belengs to the trade union or not, has the right to be
o candidate."” This wing of the employers and the gov-
ernment dreams of sirengthening the "independent”
trode unions in the direction of "integrating" them.

The deployment of this whole repressive amenal is not
the result of the foct that the employers and the govern=-
ment happen to be iritated by temporary difficulties.
The economic exigencies of this period of crisis, the
political fragility of the regime, and Gisco d's need

to make liberal maneuvers constraln the employers and
the government to make this hardening of repression
{even against workers organizations as such) an increas-
ingly important element in their method of government.

The employers and the government do not at all expect
the workers to resign themselves to the attempts to make
the working class bear the burden of the crisis. They
must therefore resort to repressive exhibitions aimed at
dissuading the workers and their organizations from
struggle becawse of the price thet would have to be
paid. But the aim is also to prepare public opinion for
a certain "quality of repression” Tn case the working
class becomes exasperated and risks a test of strength,

At the Ghent workers conference of the European sec-
tions of the Fourth International In 1973 Ernest Mandel
made a prediction that did not seem relevant to France
at the time. Now, however, it is gradually coming to
pass: "The survival of capitalism and the survival of
trade-union freedom are increasingly mutally exclusive,
That is the first conclusion that must be drown. This is
a particular application of @ much more general rule:
The survival of capitalist systems in full structural crisis
ever mare sharply threatens all the portial democrotic
rights waon by the masses during the rising phase and
height of this system, "

The workers’ response

In face of these attacks and in spite of the obvious
weakness of the regime, in no sector have the workers
launched mavements of any real scope during the past
six months. First, we must lock at the objective obsta~
cles, In the public sector, relatively spared by unem-
ploymant, the workers, traumatized by the failure of
the great struggles in the pastal system and in public
services during autumn 1974, resigned themselves to
the wage "edjustments" assured by the contracts signed
by the FO and FEM trade unfons (Ferce Quvridre —
Weorkers Power; Fédération d'Education MNationale =
Mational Education Federation). In the private sector,
threats of layoffs and the development of significant
partial unemployment largely neutralized struggles. In
any event, it was necessary to find metheds of action
other than simple production halts, which are com-
pletely ineffective in the present slump situation,
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To these objective difficulties we must above all add
a series of particularly powerful subjective brakes:

*The sharp repression and determined resistance of
the employers and government to all struggles in all
sectors generally acted to ward off many “spontanecus”
mobilizations,

*But above all, never have the trade-union leader-
ships so crudely explained that in the absence of sarly
political electoral outlets, it wos useless to become
committed to national slogans aimed at centralizing
struggles, They were content with twe ill-prepared
days of action, and in any case December 2, 1975,
was o rather disturbing flasco: The interprofessional
and inter=-trade-union demonstration in the Paris region
attracted no more than 20,000 or 30,000 people, while
the traditional mobilizotions generally tum out between
80,000 and 100,000 pesple.

The leoderships of the trade-union federations tried to
soften this rejection of any centralized effensive by
ealling the demorstrations of October Jand 4, 1975
{which were only half-successes), and above all by an
ideological and erganizational rivalry that had until
then remained the game of the SP and CP.

In preparation for its congress of May 1976 the CFDT
|leadesship wanted to dispense with the tailendism it
had been exhibiting toward the CGT since the CGT-
CFDT accord of June 26, 1974, The CGT was trying
not to suffer too heavily from the seciarion and substi-
tutionist activism of the Communist party in the fog=-
tories, but above all to limit the progress of the CFDT,
which is generally profiting from the social and palit-
ical recomposition of the working class. On the whele,
the CGT is stegnating and even losing ground in o num=
ber of sectors. The decline of the membership of CGT
unions in the metal industry in the Paris area is well
known. The CFDT estimates that it now has 800,000
dues-paying members and 1,040, 000 adherents, that

is, BO9 more than in 1948, Between 1971 and 1974 Tt
grew by 10,765, that is, by 74,959 adherents. It claims
to have won 25, 000 new dues-paying members in 1975.
These figures have been partially verified by regional
polls, Thus, in Upper Nommandy, an old region of streng
irdustrial concentration, the CFOT grew from 15, 000=
20, 000 members in 1948 1o 30, 000-40, 000 members in
1975, while the CGT leveled off at 80,000,

These trends are confirmed by Ministry of Labor statis=
tics on the results of elections to foctory committees,
which concern the major enterprises of the private sec-
for:

CFDT  CGT FO.
1972 18,99 44.1%  7.6%
1973 19.686 40.8%  7.7%

This little ideclogical and orgonizational war, which

in any event has not led to any official break, has de-
veloped apart from any debate with the workers about
the perspectives of the day. This was completely incom-
prehensible to the working masses and acted mainly to
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demobilize them. Mevertheless, the CFDT did gaina
capacity for oppearing independently, which it had

not possessed praviously and which has begun to alter
the central relations between the two confederations.

In spite of the demobilizing orientation of the leader-
ships of the union federations, there have been a con-
sidermble number of sectoral, local strugales. Various
guantitative estimations of these may be made. Extrap-
clating from figures of the Ministry of Labor, the Janu—
ary 1976 isue of the employers' magazine Entreprise
reported that 3.7 million work days hod been lest
through strikes In 1975, That Is as high os the total for
the three preceding years. During the pericd of the
July=August vacations, the CGT estimated that 210 fac-
tories ware on strike, seventy of them under occupation.
The Movember 12, 1975, isue of Vie Cuvridre, the
weekly of the CGT, reported 100 struggles during the
first two weeks of October, fifty-aight of them with
occupations.

These quantiiative figures give o small idea of the poten-
tial of struggle that has been maintained despite unem=
ployment and the blows of the regime.

But the types of slogans, forms of actions, and experi=
ences that are now found systematically in hundreds of
isolated struggles shed much more light on the features
that are ripening in the depths of the warking closs and
that will shape the Future intense mobilizations that the
upturn ond the coming economic difficulties threaten

to stimulate.

Le Monde's balance=sheet for 1975 testified to this in
its own way: "Thera was not just one Lip offair; there
were a hundred. From Manuest in the Vosges to Teppoz
near Lyon; from Griffet in Marseille to Grandin or Tri-
ton in the Parisian reglon, not to forget Ideal-Standard
or COMSIP. " Cccupation, sale of inventories, and re-
starting of production to aid the struggle are becoming
usual methods of strungle, even in the workers bastions
dominated by the CP and the CGT. Thus are devaloping
the axperiences that are preparing thousands of workers
to rapidly odvance ! ward a generalization of workers
contrel and dual power during the coming central con=-
frontations.

As for the most immediate targets: the struggles of the
Rhéne=Progil factory in Grenoble and the Rhdne=-Pou-
lenc factory in Pont de Claix have popularized the de-
mand for thirty-six hours work for forty hours' poy os

a resporse to the spread of total and partial unemploy-
ment. At the same time, entire federations have inte=
grated the demand for a thirty-five hour week into their
platforms (the CFDT federation in the postal system and
barks; the CGT federation in the banks). The Novem-
ber 29, 1975, issue of Rouge reported on the experi-
ences in Department 54 of Renault and in the Loudin
and Gyr factory in Montlugon. In these twe cases, the
employed workers rejected layoffs and reintegrated
loid=off workers themselves.

Thase are the demands and forms of struggle that can




carry the central bottle against the high lavel of un-
employment (1 million) envisoged in the saventh plan
of the government.

And poradoxically, the tactic of frogmenmation of strug-
gles practiced by the CGT and CFDT leaderships, os
well as the sectarian initiotives taken by CP factory
cells over the head of the CGT, compel the reformist
leaderships to seften their rejection of a central work-
ers offersive by appealing o the local experiences that
permit these isolated struggles to be fueled despite
everything. Thus, at ldeal=5tandord there was discreet
talk of producing some goadget; the Triton workers, who
are still on strike, decided to deliver @ machine that
hod been ordered by the USSR for its truck factory un-
der construction in Kama, Likewise, the Griffet strikers
sold one of their machines to Libya. These are the sorts
of experiences that have been undergone in the fiefs

of the CP, experiences that will be remembered by
thousands of workers.,

Finally, we must take note of the trend toward the link-
up of the struggles of youth in training with the local
organizations of the workers movement, |n Paris, for
axample, seventy-five of the representatives of the de=-
partmental unions of the CFDT and CGT participated
in a meeting of six striking Paris rechnical institutes
held in a room at the lobor exchange. The CGT offi=
cials were unable to ward off this proposal from the co-
erdinating body, in which they knew revolutionary mili-
bants were active and recognized,

Likewise, during the recent struggle of the students of
Mantes, a demonstration was supported by the depart-
mental unions of the CGT, CFDT, and FO, The delega-
tion of workers representatives (in which the CGT was
absent) accompanied student representatives to the presi-
dent of the university to show him that they were sup-
porting the movement. This trend allaws for the trans-

formation of the nature of the struggles of youth and for
their integration into the general battle to go beyond

reformist obstacles in the workers movement, within the
framewark of a correct united-front toctic.

Conditions of the

Marxist intervention

Cur intervention is shaped by three particular elements,
First of all the state of mind of the masses and the wark-
ers vanguard in the current political situation: Unem-
ployment, inflation, the repression of struggles, and

the failure of Giscard's promises have widely spread the
idea that "if things are going to change, we have to

get rid of this regime. " In spite of its internal polemics,
which are not very comprehensible, the Union de la
Gouche increasingly appears os o possible and necessary
alternative. The by-elections and polls are rather sig-
nificant indications of this. But in the absence of any
important trade-union compaign and of any struggle of
significant weight in the political sitvation, this palit=
ical change does not seem to the masses to be related

to their direct intervention and the development of their
struggles. The workers are waiting, attentive and con-
cerned, but very passive, for the battle of the political
opporatuses and their preparation for the elections.

A broad workers vanguard has besn considerably paliti-
cized.

* The behavior of the reformist leaderships in strug-
gles like those in the postal system or at Chausson, their
scandalous passivity during the period following summer
vacations, and their groveling during Prime Minister
Chirac's offensive against the movement of soldiers are
all experiences that have very concretely educated the
vanguard about what electoralism means,

*The Portuguese revolution has provided illustrations
for revelutionary Marxist propaganda on workers con-
trol, the independent organization of the warkers, the
seizure of power, the transition, the sccialism of work-
ers councils,

"These militants are increasingly convinced that the
electoralism of the reformist leaderships delivers the
workers to the crisis plan of the employers, These mili-
tants are convinced of the validity of our alternative
proposals (tha urgency of o workers counteroffensive
based on unifying slogans; the coordination, generali=
zation, and centralization of struggles leading to a test
of strength with the regime in action). But they ask us:
On what "spontanesus” movement of warkers and on
what organized forces can all this be based ? In the
meantime, they increasingly refuse to give an impetus
te broad mavements for which they have difficulty see=
ing any outlet,

Meither voluntarism nor exemplarism will enable us to
deal with this complex situation and to offer satisfactory
responses fo the workers vanguard: "Let's drive ahead,
that will knock down or expose the traitorous leader-
ships. "

But any foot-dragging limited to making systematic
sniping criticisms of these leaderships would not be
credible eithor. Wa bave o hammer away regularly
and pedagogically along the axes of our action pro-
gram, systematically confronting the trode=union lead-
erships with our proposals.
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The second element, of course, is the influence of an

economic upturn, even a limited one, on removing ab-
stacles fo struggles. The government is going to hail
this upturn. The employers will take advantoge of it to
make up the ground they have lest during two years' of
difficulties, Hiring will not be increased, but workweeks
and production speeds will be. Prices will rise, but
wages will be held down, These are factors that will
stimulate wage demands and the struggle against the
deterioration of working conditions. The strikes of Val-
lourec and Solmer are harbingers of this. We must be
attentive to a possible turn in the cycle of struggles
and must prapare it through systematic and hard=hitting
agitation around the central slogans of our action pro=
gram.

The third element is the rapid recomposition of the work=
ers movement that is occurring, which terds 1o modify
the conditions of our intervention. After six years of
beating around the bush, the Communist party, under
the pressure of a Secialist party in the process of be-
coming the largest workers party on the electoral field,
upset by the imminence of a probable victory of the
Union de lo Gauche prepared by the permanence of

the economic and political crisis of the bourgeoisie and
the radicalization of the workers, and confronted by

the develapment of the crisis of the Stalinist movement,
has suddenly decided to make its choice. In its dectrinal
revisions it is speeding up its avolution taward a more
consistently Social Democratic orientation: abandoning
of reference to the dictatorship of the proletariat, the
theory of the march to socialism through continuous
democratization of bourgeois economic and social struc=
tures and institutions, submission to the verdict of pare
liamentary elections, broadening of the electoral,con-
lition to include the entire people. In its relations with
the international Stalinist movement and the Communist
party of the Soviet Union, priority is clearly given to
its national party interests within the framework of priv-
ileged relations with the Communist parties of southern
Europe. This is the meaning of the Erench Communist
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party's rapprochement with the ltalian and Spanish Com-=
munist parties and the distance it has taken from bu-
requcratic repression in the USSR, The French CP is

thus asserting its claim to be considered os ard to rap-
idly become the primary reformist government party.

But the ideclogical rapprochement between the fwo
workers parties (the SP and the CFP) will only intensify
their rivalries. Moreover, the SP is uneasy obout a
Communist party that may manage fo alter not only its
doctrinal references and its model of socialism, but
also its public image and ifs Stalinist behovier (which

is far from having happened up to now). Such an evolu=
tion would intensify the fascination already felt by
many SP and CFDT members for the great effective force
represented by the Communist party.

The doctrinal revisions of the CP and the debate on
basic questions between the CP and the SP reintroduce
o strategic debate on the problem “reform or revolution”
into the entire workers movement.

The ideclogical evolution of the CP compels it to re-
double sectarian and substitutionist activism in the foc-
tories in an attemp! to gain credibility for its claim that
the Communist party is the “only party of the working
class." This orientation will intensify the difficulties

oF the CGT leadership, which is already distressed about
the progress of the CFDT.

In principle, the evolution of the Communist party clears
the way for the growth of the organization of revolution=
ary Marxists, The CP and all the reformist leaderships
are conscious of this, With the complete unanimity il=
|ustrated by the campaign for normal ization Maire has
unleashed in the CFDT, they will redouble their vinu=
lence in trying to limit our influence, particularly in

the trade-union bodies, and this just at the moment

when they are preparing themselves to govern, We must
understand that while political debate is more than ever
indispensable, only our ability to develop a genuine
mass base can really neutralize bureaucratic repression,[]
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A plenary session of the International Executive Com-
mittea (1EC) of the Fourth Intermational was held in
Europe in mid=-February 1976, Members of the |EC and
observers from sympothizing sections from some 30 coun-
tries were present,

The palitical discussion at the |EC centered around the
problems of the Portuguese revelution and the civil
war in Angola, Three tendencies emerged on the first
question, fwo on the second. Theses on an intermediary
balance-sheat of the Portuguese revolution and a reso-
lution supporting the MPLA military camp against its
opponents in the civil war were odopted by large major-
ities. These documents are in the process of being pub-
lished in the press of the Fourth International (the rext
of the Theses on the Partuguese Revalution follows In
this issue of INPRECOR; the resolution on Angala will
be published in the March 18 issue of INPRECOR),

The IEC Plenum alse heard informational reports on
current developments in Spain as well as on the civil
war in Lebanon. It commemorated the death of Comrede
George Jungclos, a founding member of the Fourth |n=-
ternational and its German section who had been a
member of the 1EC for 25 years. The Plenum voted mo-
tions honoring two Angolon commdes killed in the civil
war, an Arsb comrade killed in the Qarantina massacre
in Beirut, and the Argentine commades killed by reac-
tionary mumderers,

The |EC Plenum resclved some organizational disputes
thot had arisen in the ranks of the Fourth International
in varfous countries; a new and lorger United Secretar-
iat was elected; o call was {ssued convening the Elev-
enth World Congress of the Fourth International (Fifth
Congress since reunification), and a provisional agenda
for that Congress and the modalities of the pre-congress
written discussion were set,

All these questions were decided by unanimous votes,
Once again the Fourth International has shown that 1t
has learned to combine lively and Frank political de=
bate, even when conducted in public, with the main-
tenance of organizational unity and the strengthening
of the common organizational framewark of the move-
mnt,

The proposed provisional agerda for the Eleventh Warld
Congress Is as follows:

1. World political situation

2. Intermediary balance=sheet of the Portuguese
revolution

3. European perspectives document

4, Theses on the Arab revalution

5. Balonce=sheet of the Indochinese revalution

&. Theses on women's oppression and the women's
|ibamtion movement

7. Orgonizational norms of the Fourth International

8. The outgoing international leadership's activity
repart

9. Election of the International Executive Commit=
tee

If & revolutionary situation breaks out in Spain before
the Eleventh World Congress, Spain will be a special
paint on the agenda. Likewise, any other impartant
change in the world situation may lead the United Sec=
retariat or the World Congress delegates themselves to
odd additional points to the agenda.
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THESES ON THE
PORTUGUESE

REVOLUTION

Movember 25, 1975, cpened a new stage in the "revo-
lutionary process” in Portugal, Far brood sectors of
workers, it is more evident that any new progress of
the Portuguese revalution now depends on the capacily
of the working class to increase its degree of self-orgo-
nization and to take o step forword In the extension
and centralization of the workers commissions and in
the ganeralization of workers control in order to push
through werking=-class salutions in the economic and
polifical realms; independent of the relations omong
the varicus factions of the army. ¥ e

The defeat of the officers of the so-called “military

left" and of a part of the vanguard of scldiers, in spite
of its demoralizing effects on a layer of workers, can-
not be considered a defeat of the toiling masses. An
impertant recomposition is going on in the workers move-
ment. The "revolutionary process” is-going through o
limited retreat, but the working class hes not suffered

a setback ina frontal and cpen battle against the em-
players and their state.

After attaining the highest peak of mobilization during
the preceding weeks, the working class has not lost ifs
copacity o resist the attocks of the bourgeois state,

nor has it lost its potential of combativity. The factors
that have detarmined the outlines of the Portuguese rev-
olution since December 1974 have nat disappeored,

even though the dialectical relationships ameng these
Factors have changed; these factors are rddicnIILreven1-
ing the limits of the semi-sponfanecus and semi-con=
scious movement of the masses that was dominant '.{ullrli
this first phase. Confronted by a profound social and
economic crisis, the Poftuguese working class remains
in position to recover il strength, to reorgonize ifs
ranks after an inevitable pouse, and ta relaunch ils at-
tacks against the capitalist system. But the bourgeaisie,
with the aid of imperialism, now commands increased
political, economic, and repressive means with which
to attempt to drive back the revolutionary process and
than drown it in bload,

18

Thus, tests of strength are inherent in the dynamic of
the present situation. Revolutionary Marxists must pre=-
pare both themselves and the toiling masses for these
tests of strength. The axperience of November 25 must
serve as an ald to the working class in concentrating its
forces and organizing the preparation for these decisive
battles.

After December 1974, and more radically since March
1975, the revolutionary rite has increasingly taken on
the features characteristic of all ravelutions in the im-
parialist countries. The main outlines of this revelution-
ary rise were shaped by ‘the combination of four factors
whase reciprocal relotions and respective weight were
maodified by MNovember 25, but which will once again
exert their effects during the next stage of the Portu-
guese revolution.

The proliferation of wildcat strikes during the period

following April 25, 1974, the purge octions (sanea-

mentos) in response to economic sabotage, and the
inttiatives of "popular vigilance" (September 1574 and
March 1975) reflected the emergence of a broad workers
vanguard prepared to oct independently of the Stalinist
ard Social Democratic reformist apparatuses. The ranks
of this vanguard were made up of a unification of sea-
soned codres of the working closs and a new generation
of workers who joined the ranks of the proletariat during
the years of decline and crisis of the Salazarist regime.
The openly antistrike policy of the Portuguese CP dur-
ing the first few months ofter April 25, 1974, and the
quantitative and qualitative weakness of the CP's cadres
made it easier for this brood voanguard to play an impor-
tant rale in the strategic factories of the Lisbon indus=
trial region and, although less massively, in the Porto
region os well, This vanguard was to absorb, at o higher




level and in @ more generalized manner, the gains of
the latest phose of workers struggles in copitalist Eu-
rope — workers commissions, experiments in workers
contral, linkup with the soldiers, and e on, This van-
guard initiated o process that was to expand and spread
with the end of 1974 and the beginning of 1975,

The impact of this workers vanguard — in spite of its
2refutive|y limited size, its divisions, and it politi-

cal confusion — must be seen in relation o the ob-
jective dynamic of workers struggles determined by the
very weakness of Portuguese imperialism, by the deep
structural crisis of entire sectors of industry, sharpened
by the international capitalist recession. The upsurge
of the movement for workers demands, initially centered
around demands for woge increases and reductions in
hours, led to o sharp attack on the rate of profit of a
capitalism whose development had been based on low
wages and very long hours and whose praduction was
oriented toward exports. The resulting imbalonces,
strongly accenfuated by deliberate economic sabotoge,
placed initiatives of foctory cccupations, workers con-
trol, and demands for nationalization on the agenda.
With loyaffs and unemployment on the rise tince the
beginning of 1975, the cumulative process of strilkes=-
occupations=workers contral went beyond the |imits of
the largest factories of rhe Lishon region and extended
to branches in which small and middle=sized companies
predominated, the sector of distribution as well as the
banks and insurance componies. The conjunction be=
tween this effervescence of strupgles ond the mobilizo-
tion of March 1975 led to a wave of nationalizations
that in turn stimulated the emergence of more odvanced
Jemands and bolstered the weight of the workers van-

guard,

The interaction between the odvonce of the "revelu=
tionary process” ond the structural and conjunctural eri=
sis of the Portuguese economy produced a situation in
which normal capitalist functioning became impassible,

RESOLUIONIOESGHE
INFRERNAGIONALREXE CURIVE
CONMMREE{OESTHE
ROURGHIINFRERNAGIONAL

while the dominant features of the market economy were
not eliminated. It is here that the overall demands put
forward by the advonced wing of the Portuguese prole-
tariat — reconversion of the production of entire branches,
socialist planning, generolized workers control = have
their roots. |n addition, this situation impelled many
workers commissions (for example, Setnave, Lisnave,
Socor) ho initiate discussions on the nature of the so-
cialist economy, the function of workers contral, and
the possibility and necessity of a centralization of the
embryonic organs of dual power.

ges, and more or less vislent cleshes among the fun-

damental palitical forces and social classes propelled
the mass movement onto the political scene and assured
its growing politicization, even though the effects of
forty-eight yeors of rule by a corporatist regime and the
lack of any experiences in national mebilization were
not ropidly dissipated . The sharpness of the economic and
sociol crisis and the very mature of the succesive polit-
icol difficulties (debate over the Intersindical), the Re=
piblica affair, the various MFA documents, the role of
the organs of "popular power"” whan the 5P and PPD
left the government, etc.) resulted in the process of
peliticization beginning to become rooted in the organs
that the workers themselves created in the course of
their struggle: workers commissions, moradores (tenants)
commissions, peasant leagues, During the demonstrotions
of August 20 end MNovember 16, 1975, this. phenomenan
came to the fore with undeniable clarity; Tts repercus-
sions within the CP in large part accaunt far the maneu-
vering of the CP leadership. This phenomenon consti=-
tutas one of the elemeants that could facilitate the trans=
formation of these instruments into affective structures

of dual power.

Under the impact of these forces, the pace of develop-
ment of workers struggles was very rapid. Now, for the
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31’11& rapid succession of political events, caobinet cri-




first time in four decades, the working class wos able

to come forward os a closs and constitute on indapen-
dent workers movement. The dialectic that developed
omong the structure of the working class, its history,
and the sudden effervescence of struggles — occurring
ina context in which the old regime's opparatus of so=
cial contral was crumbling without being replaced —
was expressed in o very deep uneven development of
elass consciousness, a combined process of construction
of traditional organs of the workers movement (unlons
and parties) and of instruments of the workers themiselves
(workers commissions, moradores commissions), a fluidity
of political influences among the toiling masses,

An erronecus comprehension of these dominant features
of the revolutionary upsurge leads to twe errors, The
First consists of overlocking the decisive importance of
this workers vanguard (strongly rooted in the strategic
factories), the modification in the relationship of forces
betwean the Stalinizt and Social Democratic reformist
apparatuses and this workers vanguord ond the conse-
quent possibilities of initiatives, and the growing and
increasingly decisive role of the organs of proleforian
democracy. The second consists of big underestimation
of the st1ll broadly majerily influence of the reformist
apparatuses within the working closs, of the necessity
of winning the majority of the working class, of the
importance of a correct united=-front policy towaord the
refarmist organizations, of the necessity of o systematic
political battle around these themes within the broad
wanguard itself and the far left, and of the capacity
for maneuver and coophation still commanded by the re-
formist parties, o capacity that is increasad by the po-
litical confusion of this vanguard ond the weakness of
the revelutionary Marxist organization,

strugales and the crisic of the army — o product of

the army's func tion of dominating political and so-
cial life, which accorded it its role in April 25, and
the weakness of the structures of political domination
commanded by the bourgesisie — facilitated the pene-
tration into the ranks of the soldiers of the process of
self=crganization that was being consolidated within
the working closs,

4The interaction between the dynamic of workers

The two attempted coups (September 1974 and March
1975) introduced an initiol element of breakup of the
hiasrarchical relations betwezn soldiers ond officers.
Military discipline began to be challenged. In the eyes
of the soldiers, acceptance or rejection of an order
was justified occording to the political options of the
commandars. Little by little, political debote came 1o
coexist with the system of military authdrity. The splits
in the hierarchy and the confrontations that occurred
within the MFA under the effects of social polarization
stimulated centrifugal tendencies, In the Lisbon mili=
tary region, the integration bodies set up by the MFA
beginning in Ocfober 1974, especially the Assamblies
of Unit Delegates, were able to fulfill their functions
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only partially, because of the radicalization of the
rank=gnd=Ffile soldiers. Thus, for the soldiers, the way
was open for the search for their own channels of ex-
pression both for their moterial demands and for the
determination of their political options in foce of the
choices mode by the hierarchy. After September 1975,
the independent movement of soldiers become o new
and decisive element in the deep crisis of the bourgecis
state apparatus.

The relative disintegration and paralysis of the army

in turn allowed the mass movement to take many initia-
tives without clashing with any formidable and effec-
tive repressive apparatus. The owailable space for the
proliferation of extremely advanced experiences (fac-
tory occupations, land occupations, initial experiments
in the creation of self-defense organs, utilization of
the radio by the organization of wounded war veterans
(ADFA), siege of the Ministry of Labor by the metal-
workers, encirclement of 580 Bento by the construction
warkers) was broodened by this decompasition of the
imstruments of repression. But, concurrently, there was
a comsequent illusion about the degree of paralysis of
this army and obout the copacities of military initiative
still commanded by the hlerarchy. Consequently, the
objective elements that would have compelled maximum
development of self-defense were weokened. Finally,
this crisis favored the grip of the orientation of the re-
formists and cenfrists who falsely locote the center of
gravity of the "revolutionary process” in the army it-
salf, thus sacrificing the independence and autonomy
of the movement of the toiling masses.

the revelutionary upsurge that was expressed in the

strengthening of the workers commissions, the moro-
dores commissions, etc., ia the deep shaking of an army
that was being transformed info a political battle ground,
one in the acute crisis of bourgeois political leadership,
the bourgeois camp devoted itself essentially to the res=
toration of a coherent instrument of political authority
and of o repressive apporatus with some degree of effec-
Hveness,

5!:1 July-August 1975, in face of the deepening of

The growing palarization of social forces brought the
critis of the MFA to o head, Under the hammer blows
of the workers, the MFA could no longer fully carry
out its Bonapartist function; its unity was openly broken,
and it was therefore incapable of initiating o policy

of repression. Then, the majority of the officers of the
MFA got together ard launched an offensive leading
toa recomposition of forces-within the military higrar-
chy in order to permit the creation of o repressive strik-
ing force and in order to stabilize the institutions of
the bourgecis state.




The ruling class did not command o state apparatus and
political structures capable of breaking the reveolution-
ary upsurge; simultonecusly, however, the level of self-
organization and mass consciousness was still by far in-
sufficient for o qualitative leap in the "revelutionary
process, ' Hence, the primary objective of the bour-
geoisie became an offersive fo reconstitute the bour-
geois order through the legol and parliomentary read.

The campaign launched by the Scares leadership of the
SP fit in perfectly with this project of reasserting the
autherity of the Constituent Assembly and the institu-
tions of the bourgeois state against the workers commis-
sions, momdores commissions, etc., all of which, as
the SP itself put it, constituted o "pamollel power" ro
the bourgeois state apparatus. On the field of struggle
opainst "anarcha-populism, * the PPD dogged the steps
of the 5P, as did the "group of nine."”

The division of the warking class, provoked by the 5P
leadership and fed by the orientation and metheds of
the Stalinist leadership of the CP, impeded a new leap
forward of the revolution. It focilitated the open re=
emargance of the right and the far right, without any
determined resporse by the working class, The attacks
on the headquarters of the CP, the Intersindical, and
the far left, combined with the orgonization of terrorist
initiatives by the far right, showed what the dynamic
of this inversion of the "revelutionary process, " an in=
wersion initiated by the leadership of the SP, would
have led to if it had continued and succeeded,

At first, the great maneuvers of Costa Gomes, Soares,
ard the group of nine seemed to be making gains. A
process of recomposition of forces was going on in the
bourgeois camp. Militarily, the appeals for discipline
were getting o favorable response within a hierarchy
that was regoining its self-confidence and waos seeking
to bolster its positions from the bases it commanded in
the Nerth, The petty bourgecisie, more particularly the
smallholding peasantry of the North, offered a social
fulerum for the defenders of "order” against "anarchy. "
Indeed, this peasantry, which hod been promised won-
drous miracles by the MFA "dynamization” campaigns,
was hard hit by the economic crisis.and by the govern-
ment's inability to respond fo their most immediate prob-
lems (prices of fertilizers, seed prices, credits, purchase
prices of products in comparison to sales prices, ete.).
In addition, the overlapping links between the smallhold=
ing peosaniry and the working closs in the North created
fovorable ground for expanding the audience for the
themes being developed by the SP leodership among po-
litically backward layers of workers integrated into
branches of industry in profound crisis, This was one of
the most negative features of the seriouws political divi-
sion of the proletariat, for the uneven development of
closs consciousness took the form of a division befween
the various regions of the country,

seemad to be achleving an initial success with the

resignation of the fifth government and the establish-
ment of the Pinheiro de Azevedo government, a new up=
surge developed in the proletarion caomp, an upsurge
which combined the offirmation of the broad workers
vanguard on the political scene, the development of
the outonomous mevement of soldiers independent of
any reference to the MFA and even against the MFA,
ord the initiation of o wave of demands by entire sac-
tors of the working class (metals, construction, textiles,
agricultural workers). In this context, the crisis of the
fifth government of Vasco Gongalves, which advocated
a program combining reforms and auwsterity measures,
must not be anolyzed solely os @ function of the offen-
sive of the bourgeoisie foward the restorotion of the
authority of the institutions of the bourgecis state, but
aleo in relation to the fnstinctive push of significant
sectors of the mass movement toward workers democrocy,
toward the strengthening of the workers commissions and
moradores commistions, and of soldiers tewaord soldiers
commissions,

e.ﬁ.r the moment when the bourgeois counteroffensive

The conjunction of these various movements illuminated
the fundamental relationship of social forces that had
previously been obscured by the division within the
workers movement, the sudden shakeups in the govern-
ment, and the realignment of forces in the military hier=
archy. The period that opened in August 1975 was thus
characterized by the highest lavel of confluence of the
factors molding the dynamic of the Porhuguese revolution:

o) The autonomous movement of soldiers broke out in
the Marth, stimulated by the initiatives of tha SUV, a
united vanguord grouping strugaling for the emergence
of soldiers commissions and their linkup with the workers
and moradores commissions: The SUV conjunciumlly
played a unifying role within the working class to some
extent and facilitoted o new upsurge of mobilizations,
InLisbon in September it alsa functioned as o mediating
force between the workers vanguard and brooder ronks
of the class. But most impartant, it disintegrated the
keystone of the project of all those represented by Pin-
heiro de Azavedo: an army capable of moking sure that
the decisions of the government of "order and disciplina®
would be carried out. |t even defeated the attempt to
reconstitute a military striking force: the AMI (Military
Intervention Group) .

b) The instinctive push of the masses toward the crea-
tion of organs of proletarion democracy was strength-
ened, Coordinating bodies of workers commissions at
branch levels orose in some cases, Regionally, the first
steps were taken toward the formation of Inter-commis-
sions of moradores and Popular Assemblies, OF course,
because of the lock of existence of a revolutionary
party, the lack of tradition of the workers movement,
and the social and political heterogeneity of the work-
ing class, this movement was very uneven. The degree
of representativeness of the morodores commissions and
the tasks they assumed were uneven (this was even true
of the workers commissions) .
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The divisions within the workers movement were rapro=
duced within these bodies and often led o a multiplica-
tion of moradores commissions in the neighberhoods,

thus transforming these commissions into simple appen-
doges of political organizations, integrating them into
secfarian maneuvers and thus placing o question mark
over their copacity to become centralized and carry
out genuine initiatives of “social control . "

The development of the moradores commissions reached
its limits rather rapidly, After drawing their spirit from
housing occupations, the morodores commissions proved
incapable of providing solutions to other social prob-
lems: transport, health, supplies, structursl crisis of
housing. A qualitatively higher level of centralization
would have been necessary to begin to resolve such
questions. Here, the semi=spontaneous maoss movement
was exhausted. Only a policy of the broadest unity in
action could have enabled the first steps foward cen-
tralization to be token; the sectarianizm of the cantrist
and reformist organizations made this impossible. But
in the more specific realm of the workers commissions,
the basic trend was toward a growing homogenization,
toward an increase in the degree to which they repre=
sented the workers, and an expansion of their functions.
In fact, the workers commissions were much more able
to provide partial solutions, even at the branch level,
and the framework in which they developed limited the
effects of political division and made their initial cen-
tralization easier (CUF, textiles, efc.).

c] The upturn of the movement for workers demands was
intermeshed with these two processes, First, the con-
junction between the level of self~organization and the
depth of the economic crisis strengthened the strategic
position of the werkers commissions in the process of
working out and concretizing the demands for reconver=
sion and socialist planning and the initiatives of work=
ers control. Second, more radical demands were raised
ond more rodical forms of action were mken by the moré
backward sections of the warking class, Finally, for the
First time, the movement for demands clashed frontally
with the government and cssimilated this new dimension,

The paralysis of the sixth government in foce of these
mobilizations indicated the depth of the crisis in the
army and the comequent impossibility of using the ormy
for o direct attack on the mass movement, The "capture"”
of 580 Bento Palace ond the "strike" of the Pinheiro
government symbalized the depth of the crisis of the
bourgeois state apparatus and the palitical leadership

of the bourgeoisie.

The dominant features of the general sftuation were then
as follows: The disintegration of the state apparatus at=
tained o very high level under the blows dealt by the
outanomous mevement of soldiers, which was "infecting”
even troops considered “reliable." The revolutiongry
upsurge was not meating ony repressive force capable

of containing it. But af the same time, this upsurge did
not give rise to sufficiently generalized and, obove all,
centralized bodies of workers power. The specific char-

acter of the period lay in this desynchronization, the
extreme form of which could only be transitory, This
lock of generalization and centralization of the orgams
of the toiling masses themselves sharpened the difficul-
ties in overcoming the uneven development of conscious=
ness and forms of organization of the working class, in
merging the various components of the working class
with the backbone of the revolution represented by the
workers of the industrial belt around Lisbon and the og-
ricultural proletariat of the Alentejo, and in responding
to the political divisions of the miling masses.

Inasmuch as the unity in action exhibited on September
28, 1974, and March 11, 1975, was not able to be in=
stitutionalized in effective orgars of proletarion democ-
racy, this division ereated favorable ground for reaction
to make use of the petty bourgeoisie = which had taken
a woit-ond-see attitude on March 11, 1975 — and al-
lowed reaction to consolidate a real sociol base as a
bridgehead of counterrevolution in some regions,

After March 1975 the SP openly revealed its coun-

terrevolutionary function, as soon as the question,

Which closs shall rule? was cleorly posed. The form
and impar! of the SP countercffensive were determined
by the very characteristics of the revelutionary upsurge:
the level attained by the spontanecus anticapitalist ae=
tions of the masses; the unquestionable manifestation
of the embryonic organs of workers power; the weakness
of the bourgeois state apparatus, incapable of breaking
the mass mavement; the fragility of the bourgasisie’s
imtruments of palitical rule,

Under the cover of respect for and defense of the "pop=
ular will, " the SP threw iself into deliberate support
of the institutions and authority of the bourgeois state
against the forms of self-organization and direct expras=
sion of the workers in the factories, in the agricultural
enterprises, the neighborhoods, and the army. At that
time, the 5P put itself forward os the advance point of
the counterrevalution; it aimed at guaranteeing the dif-
ficult transition from the fall of the corporatist siate to
the establishment of o bourgeois parliamentary democ-
racy. Trotsky characterized an analogous process this
way: "As for the German revolution of 1918, it was

not at all the democratic completion of a bourgeois rev=
olution, but a proletarion revolution decapitated by

the Social Democracy; more exactly, it was o bourgeois
counterrevolution which, after its vietary over the pro-
letariat, was compelled to conserve fallacious demo=
cratic appearances. "

In the tradition of the German Social Democracy in
1919, the Soares leadership made ifself the agent of
what could be called the "democratic counterrevaly=-
tion": the defense and comsolidation of a bourgeais
state through the elimination of the organs of the work=
ers themselves while nevertheless maintaining the pos-
sibilities of action and freedom of expression for the
reformist parties of the warkers movement. A parlia-
mentary framework would then assure the SP, which



wos strong electorally, a role as an intermediary be=
tween the bourgeoisie and the working closs. Whatever
the chances of success for such an operation, which his-
torically hos-always been followed by a rapid odvance
af reaction, this was nonetheless the bosic project of
Soares, Rego, Zenha. For this reasen, Pertuguese cap-
ital and European imperialism unanimously supported
the counteratiack launched by the SP leadership. It is
true that during June and July 1575 some sectors of
workers participated in the demonstrations of the 5P for
motives that cannot be ossimilated to the octual and
coherent project of the 5P leadership. In the minds of
these workers, an anticapitalist will was combined with
a reaction ogoinst the bureavcratic and antidemocratic
methods of the CP in the trade unions and municipal gov=
ernments, which the Social Democratic leadership wos
oble to make use of. Thus, from this ongle, these dem-
onstrotions had o contradictory character expressing
bath the profoundly uneven development of class con-
sciousness and the consequences of the CP's arientation
ard sectarianism.

The Scares offersive took on brood scope just ot the
time when the effects of social polarization on the MFA
revealed the MFA's inability to ploy o pivat role In
constructing a state apparatus after April 25, The as-
sembly of the MFA in June 1975 reflacted the social
and political confrontations that were racking society
and the army, confrontations that had repercussions on
the MFA, The assembly's adoption of the documerit on
*popular power” — & "popular power” that was to be
integrated into the institutions of the bourgeois state
apparatus and was not intended fo reploce that appa-
ratus — expressed the MFA's inability to effectively

 gounter a mass mavemen! that it even seemed to sanc=
tion.

This compaign against "anarcho-populism” logically led
led the SP to support the interventions of the sixth gov-
emment, from the occupation of the roadio and television
stotions to the destruction of the Radie Renascenga broad-
casting tower to the purge of radicalized officers. More=
over, the SP frontally oppesed the movement for work-
ers demands which, beginning in September 19735, drew
sectors of the working class into aetion on o national
scale (mefals, construction).

The conjunction berween the dynamic unleashed by the
mabilizations of the 5P and the divisians within the
working closs created faverable conditicons for a strong
reemergence of the bourgeois parties. By making use

of some seclars of the petty bourgesisie, the CDS and
particularly the PPD made significont oppearances on
the palitical scene and presented themselves as the most
consistent defenders of the capitalist arder.

In the Morth, this was reflected in the key role played
by these parties in the ossemblies for "order and disci-
pline." Beginning in November 1975, these mobiliza-
tions of reaction moved from the political field to the
orgonization of o massive battle against the agrarion
raform (first concentration of small, middle-sized, and
large landowners of Rio Maior), in which the Far right
asumed an increasingly octive role,

On the eve of November 25 the SP began to find itself
in a state of disequilibrium under the pressure of the
growing polarization between the two fundamental so-
cial closses, On the one hand, in the North the PPD
and the CDS were seizing the initiative and transform=-
ing the mobilizations in support of the sixth government
into demonstrations of reaction, while the 5P was in-
creasingly less copable of mobilizing its working-class
base to support Pinheiro de Azeveda. On the other hand,
in the industrial and agricultural South, where the SP
faced massive mobilizations, its links with the working
class, the agricultural workers, and the smallhalding
peasants became increasingly tense.

There were many reasons why the potential in October-
MNovember 1975 for a break between the policy of the
Soares leadership and the rank-and=file organized or
influenced by the SP was siill not concretized in an
open crisis, in the emergence of cpposition tendencies
of rather precise outlines, or in significant splits.

First, the sectarion pelicy of the CP, which reached

Its peak when "barricodes” were built against the 5P
demonstration in July, reunited the Social Democratic
rank and file around the leadership. Secord, the CP's
bursoucratic grip on the Intesindical, its manipulation
of the press and the other mass media, and its crude
monopelization of municipal governments lent credibil-
ity to the democrotic proclamations of the SP leadership.
Inaddition, the ultmleft course fallowed by most of
the organizations of the so-called revalutionary left
was an impediment to chipping away 5P workers wha
were critical of the leadership's pelicy and hostile to
the bursoucratic methods of the CP. Finally, the very
history of the 5P, its lack of trodition as an organized
party in the working class, and the low political level
of its membership limited the expression of the party's
internal contradictions in the form of an altemative
orientation and favored the anticommunist maneuvers

of the leadership.

The overall reformist project of the CP consists of

getting into the bourgeois state apparatus so os to

subject it to a process of "democratization, " which
obiectively implies the survival of thet apparatus. What=
ever the tactical turns, the overall project of the CP
remains the establishment of "advanced democrocy."
The MFA is only an elemant that con be used to try to
concratize this project, even if it acquired a major im=
portance for a whole paried. Within this perspective,
the mass movemant is thus deprived of all sutonomy and
must serve solely te prop up this plan.

The decisive role of the MFA in the overthrow of the
corporatist state and the nature of the crisis of the in-
stitutions of the old regime provoked by April 25 deter=
mine the concrete farms of the CP stratagy and shed

light on its tactic of penetrating the institutions of the
bourgeais state, The main polnis of this tactic are the
attempt to manopolize the municipal administrations

and the mass media, the control of the trade=union struc=-
ture inherited from the previous period (low on trade-
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union unity), and, above all, the winning of influence
in the MFA, essentially in its leodership bodies: the
MFA assembly ard the Council of the Revolution.

Hence, the CP was to systematically put the emphasis
on the unity of the MFA, which is presented as the mo=
tive force and guarantor of the process of ‘demeocratiza=
tion" of the state apparatus and the channeler of the
mase movement. The class independence of the workers
mavement is sacrificed and the relationship of forces
within the military becomes the determining factor in
all initiatives to mobilize the workers, In the context
of the deepening of o prerevolutionary situation, the
oscillations in the application of this orientation must
inevitably be numerous; the ways in which these oscil=
lations are carried out will be determined by various
foctors.

The crisis of the MFA, symbolized by the Tancos assem-
bly and the smergence of the autonomous soldiers move-
ment, forced the CP to hastily revise the formulation

of ke orientation. It sought fo utilize the soldiers move-
ment to push for a realignment of forces within the

MEA and to aim at a recomposition of the MFA, At the
sgme time, the rise of the moss movement and ity grow=
ing degree of self-organization, combined with the par-
tial challenging of the CP's control of the Intersindical,
forced the CP to readjust its tactics and heok up with
this radicalization. The CP created the provisional sec-
retariot of the workers commissions of the Lisbon indus-
trial belt, which was intended to enable the CP to con-
tain the push toward strengthening of the autonomous
bodies and direct it toward the objective of reshuffling
the civilian and military bodies of power. In this perspec-
tive, the werkers commissions are intended 1o be, in
reality, comanagement councils in nationalized indus-
try; the moradores commissions are supposed to be bodies
that complement the bourgeais state apparatus on the
local level, in the sense in which they were "legalized”
by the MFA decument of June 1973,

These toctical adaptations are not simply the product

of a policy of maneuver, but are also expressiors of
pressure from the CP ranks themselves for the develop=-
ment of demesratic Forme of direct representation and
initiatives of workers contral. This presture can be re=
flacted all the more easily within the CP since there
are very few party codres capable of defending the fun-
damental orientation of the leadership and of politically
training the young militant rank and file, which has
many links with the workers vanguard and the militants
of the far left and is undergoing many experiences of
strugale.

In addition, the absence of o long practice of class col-
loboration in the framework of bourgeois parliamantary
democracy, the lack of legalist traditions omong the
party ranks, and the consequences of the struggle agains!
the corporatist dictatorship result in a certain adaplation
on the part of the CP codres to the spirit of the toiling
masses, which has given rise to more than one illusion
among the centrist currents about the real nature of the
CP's strategic orienfation.
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The development of the class struggle during this period
was to undermine the project of the CP; the beginning
of the crisis of the CP — at the end of August and dur-
ing September — was the product of the dynamic of
class confrontation. On the one hand, the CP's links
with the Soviet bureaucracy, its structural independence
of the bourgeoisie, and its relations with the working
class do not moke the CP, unlike the SP, a viable in-
strument for initiating a counteraffensive to assert the
authority of the bourgeois state. On the other hand,
the CP's program of "democratization of the state ap=
paratus, " its oppesition to the independence of the
mass movement, and its hostility to workers democracy
place It in contradiction to the activity and espirations
of the odvanced wing of the mass movement.

The possibilities for the exacerbation of the contradic=
tions within the CP, of the CP being bypassed, and '
aven of partial breakups could not be realized in proc=
tice because of the ultraleftism and triumphalism of the
centrist current and because of the sectarianism of the
Mapist current, Hence, the CP was able to take advan=
tage of its capocities of intervention and its orgoniza=
tional strength to maximally limit its loss of contrel
over sectors of the working closs.

The influence of the far left — linked to its quanti=
a‘mtiva imporfance, the ploce it occupies in some

key sectors of industry, and the ability of the wark—
ers vanguard to take initiatives — increasad significantly
during this periad. The rapid pace of the rodicalization
of layers of young workers, the otmasphere of perma=
nent palitical debate, amplified by the mass media,
the willingness to engage in political discussion among
significant sectors of the mostes, the amergence of the
autoromaus movement of soldiers, and the space created
by the disintegration of the repressive opparatus all
created propitious conditions for an expansion aof the
audience of the organizations of the "revolutionary
left." Nevertheless, this influence found no direct car=
respondence in the capacity of these prganizations to
educate and organize those layers of workers prepared
to join in the mobilizations they were stimulating.

The coincidence of the crisis of the CP, still reeling
under the shocks of the breakup of the MFA, and the
emergence of o brood workers vanguard onto the polit=
ical scene gove the far left (the organizations of the
FUR and the UDP) an opportunity to independently stim-
ulate demonstrations of some breadth (July=-August-Sep-
tember 1975), Nevertheles, the division of the far left
and especially its political confusion constituted major
abstacles both te underfoking a process of unification
and centralization of the embryonic organs of dual power
and to breaking down the grip of the reformist parties.
The weakness of the revalutionary Marxists did not per-
mit the elements of political clarification and action
proposals capable of responding to these fwo exigencies
to be provided. It even made the revolutionary Marxists
susceptible to centrist pressures:




o) The signing on August 25, 1975, of the agreemant
among the CP, MDP, FSP, LUAR, LCI, MES, and PRP-
BR reflacted this double phenemenon, On the one side,
in order to dam up and take odvontage of the combat-
ivity and initiative capacity of the workers vanguard,
the CP signed an accord with these orgonizations, the
content of which conformed to the political conceptions
of the CP. On the other side, these organizations were
politically incapable of taking edvantage of the CP's
need to make this maneuver In order to lounch an offen-
sive of unity in action arcund precise objectives corres-
ponding to the needs of the teiling maoswses, to their as-
pirations for unity and for developing, unifying, coor-
dinating, and centralizing the independent organs of
the workers. On the contrary, whatever their reserves,
the orgonizations that signed the agresment sanctioned
& conception denying all autonomy to the workers com-
missions, morodores commissions, and the populor assem-
blies, which were ploced on the same level as the MFA
or the political parties in o front. In oddition, the oc-
cord colled for support to the fifth government of class
collaboration, which, 1n the name of the "battle for
production"” was calling for an austerity policy and an
integration of the independent organs into the stote ap-
paratus at the very mement when the objective possibil-
ities for these organs' grewing over into organs of dual
power were moturing. Finally, at a time when the MFA
was splitting ot the seoms and the autonomous movement
of soldiers was surging forward, the accord sanctioned
the MFA. In a distorted way, the August 25 accord re-
flected the new relationship of forces between the broad
workers vanguard and the reformist apparatuses, between
the revolutionaries and the traditional leaderships; nev=
ertheless, the signing of the occord led to sanctioning
an erientation divergent from the dynamic of the mass
mavement, which had created the conditions for the
execution of the accord in the first place.

b) After the expulsion-resignation of the CP on August
29, 1975, the question of the relations among the erga-
nizations that had signed the August 25 accord was posed
in a new way. Insisting on the necessity for unity in
action could have contributed to partially overcoming
the limits of the intervention of the far left: the scat-
tering of initiatives, the inability to bring the full
weight of the broad werkers vonguard to bear in strength=
ening the autenemous orgons and the development of

the saldiers movement, the weakness of political oction
proposals that could get o response among the ranks of
the reformist workers organizations.

Pow, the September 10 platform of the FUR did not pro-
vide the bases for such unity in action, but instead
aimed at the constitution of a front. The grouping fo-
gether of organizations that had the allegiance of only
a minority of the working class, even within the broad
workers vanguord, was identified with “the unification
and erganization of the class vanguard.” This logically
led to discarding any united-front orientation directed
toward other political currents within the waorkers van=-
guard (like the UDP) or toward the reformist parties,
And this even though a palicy of the broadest possible
unity in action, centered on the development of ergars

of workers democracy and linked to the fight for con-
crete abjectives felt by the maosses, would hove been
able to strengthen the workers vanguard, to permit if to
draw more backward layers of the working class into mo-
bilizations, ond to respond to the division in the ronks
of the workers,

This "frontist" conception, which impeded the concreti-
zation of an effective policy of united front, was topped
off by tha charactarization the FUR mode of the 5P. The
5P is considered a bourgeois party, the real "advance
guard of fascism" that must be defeated before reaction
can be crushed!

Moreover, the FLR displayed a triumphalist vision of
the relationship of forces, which fed o sectarianism and
ultimatism toward the CP that was equalled only by the
illusion that the CP would fall into [ine behind the
FUR's initiatives, compelled to do so becduse of the
supposed strength of the FUR and its military links.

This line was subtended by o total overestimation bath
of the degree of political conscicusness that hod been
attained by the workers, even those of the most com-
bative secters, in the course of fragmented experiences
ard of the level of "development of argans of pepular
pewer, " a formulation that in reality encompassed ou=
mercus ombiguities about the nature of dual power and
the qualitative leap involved in the destruction of the
bourgeois state apparatus, As time went on, the major
sompenents of the FUR aobandoned the comscious and sys=
temotic search for direct support for the initiatives of
the vanguard amang the brood maosses, the Imperative
necessity of winning over the majority of workers. In
reality, the policy of the FUR led to isolating the van-
guard and to consolidating the division of the working
class, which in turn strengthened substitutionist and ad-
venturist tendencies,

In the last instance, what predominated in the FUR was
o spontanéist conception of an qutomatic transition from
the level of consciousness attained by the workers van-
guard through the experiences of struggle over eightean
months to the level of consciousness required fer the
accomplishment of the tasks of the socialist revalution.

Finally, the conception of the relations between the
independent organs and the parties, as well as the ob-
sence of a consistent defense of the principles of work-
ers democracy, raised @ supplementary obstacle o the
possibility of counterposing the division and bringing
about @ united-frent orientation. By denying organiza-
tions in the workers movement the right of expression as
such in the organs of proletarian democrocy, under the
pretext of "nonportyism, " the FUR retarded the process
of political maturation, which is linked to the free con-
frontation of the ideas of all the cumrenis of the warkers
movement, and thus preventad the linkup between the
more backward layers and the vanguard,

By not proclaiming the inalienable right of all renden-
cies of the workers movement to command adequate
means of organization and expression, fo have occess
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to the mass media, and to be present in the embryos of
workers power, the organizations of the FLR did not of-
far any alternative either to the democratic demagogy

of the SP or to the bureaucratic methods of the Stalinists,

In this revelutionary upsurge, combining the coming
into motion of bockward sectors of the working closs
and an extension of self-organization in the factories
and the army, the Full tragic scope of the crisis of the
subjective factor came to the fore. The nonexistence
of a revolutionary party, even a small one, impeded o
generalization and centralization of the experiences

of struggle and thus also impeded a qualitative leap in
the consciousness of the masses.

In addition, there was not even any palitically credible
reference pole that, through its analyses, proposals,
ard intervention, could have contributed to a palitical
clarification within a vonguard dominated by centrist
currants (MES, PRP, etc.) and Maoist ones (UDP), In
this sense, the'LCl's signing of the Saptember 10 plat-
form and its odaptation to the ideas dominant in the
FUR {on the SP and the united front) represented a seri=
ous political error that could not fail to retard the con-
struction and consalidation of the Trotskyist orgoniza-
tion in Portugal. The events of Movember 25 were to
give o sharp rebuff fo this erroneous orientation,

The desynchronization between the despened
lo erigis of the state apparatus and the lock of cen=

tralization of embryonic organs of dual power
could not persist for very long. The following alterna-
tive Ts inherent in such o state of offairs:

— Either a centralization of the instruments of pro-
letarian democrocy takes ploce (essentially on the level
of the workers commissions) and o situation of general-
ized dual power resulls;

= Or the bourgeoisie Is able to more or less com-
pletely reconstitute touls of repression that offer it the
possibility of driving back the advanced points of the
proletarian upsurge.

This alternative does not mean that a redical change
in one direction or the other must take ploce immedi-
ately, but rather that the means commanded by the two
opposed comps will modify the terms of the coming fest
of strength.

This desynchronization had many implications:

*In spite of ity extreme weakness and crisis of lead-
erthip, the bourgeoisie etill commanded instruments with
which to centralize ifs political will, which the work-
ing closs locked completely. The centrists' confusion of
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the paralysis of the government (the "strike of the sixth
government”) with the total disintegration of the bour-
geais state apparatus expressed their complete lack of
comprehension of this phenomenon and accounts for their
astonishment at the prapared, rapid, and relatively ef-
factive bourgeois response on November 25 and 26,

*Militarily, the mony fissures in the hierarchical sys-
tem were not occompanied by sufficient development
of soldiers commissions and above all by the coordina-
tion and junction of such commissions with the organs
of the workers. In addition, the spread of the self-orga~
nization of the soldiers was very different in the Morth
and South, which facilitated the maneuvers of the mili-
tary hierarchy, This wos copped off by the gap between



the crisis of the army and the lack of any political out=
let that would have provided for a centralization of the
workers commissions, which induced some of the radi-
calized soldiers and officers to seek a political way out
ina military solution.

Finally, the disintegration of the army gave rise to the
illusion in the mass movement that the outcome of a
possible test of strength was assured in advance inasmuch
as the mass movement had already won over a large num-
ber of soldiers. Hence, the necessity both for the self-
defense of the organs of the toiling masses themselves
and for the arming of the proletariat was obscured for
the majority of the workers, even the most advanced
workers.,

*The dispersion of the structures of self-organization
did not permit the masses to go through the experiences
that would have led to o qualitative rise in the level
of closs comciousness, By assuring the direct and broad=-
est possible participation of the wiling masses in dis=
cussing their problems, in working cut measures oble
to respond to those problems, and in beginning to enact
these solutions on o generol level, a centralization of
the outonomous organs would create propitious condi-
Hens for overcoming democratic [llusions among the ac-
tive majority of the working class in order te win these
workers over to the side of workers councils against
bourgecis parliamentary democracy. Only then can the
search for the forms through which to move to the pro=-
letarian revalution properly so colled be broached. By
ohscuring the function of a situation of dual power in
the development of class consciousness of the majority
of the workers and by spreading the myth of o real "pop=-
ular power" that had only to be extended a bit (when
in fact what were invelved were still only dispersed
embryos of potential organs of workers power that had
to be developed), the centrists (PRP=BR, MES) were led
to present the insurrection as o precondition for a qual=
itative leap of the moss movement, which could then
be won over to the socialist revolution. The march of
the socialist revolution is furned the wrong way around!

must be grasped within this perspective. For the

bourgeaisie, it was indispensable to quickly get
cut of the impasse into which it had been plunged by
the failure of Its interventions, the disintegration of
the army, and the successes won by the metalworkers
and the construction workers. The bourgeoisie set itself
two priority objectives: put an end to the political tur=
mail in the army in order to neutralize a series of units
and reconstitute a police~military force; and retoke
control of the mass media, which had been broadening
the scope of the mobilizations of the warkers, even the
sectoral ones, inciting solidarity, and providing the
workers with o partial elament of coordination.

l The canfrontations of November 25 and 24, 1975,

The bourgesisie thus sought to provoke a test of strength
on a very restricted field: the question of the comman=
der of the Lisbon military region. The “strike” of the
government created an atmosphere favorable to such

an operation by casting responsibility for it onto the
military officers alone and by concentrating decision-
making power in a circle that commanded deminant po-
sitions in the General Staff and the Council of the Rev-
slution. The nomination of Vasco Lourengo acted as a
provecation that permitted the preparation of o plan of
counterattack against any attempt by any sector of the
army to prevant the application of this measure,

Instead of relying on the development of o network of
soldiers commissions capable of neutralizing the initia-
tive of the majority of the Council of the Revelution

in practice, the so-called revoluticnary officers and

the Gengalvesisl current responded on the terrain chasen
by their adversaries. On this level, there wos an chjec=
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tive confluence of the "insurrectionist" conceptions of
the centrisk ([MES, PRP} — which interpenetrated with
the militarist pasitions of the "revelutionary officers”

— and the desire of Gongalvesist sectors of the army

to undertake a coup de force to respond to the odvances
of the reactionary military hierarchy and to reshuffle
the bodies of military power. The CP's campaign for a
"return of revolutionary officers" to the Council of the
Revolution.and for support to Carvalho os commander

of the Lisbon military region gave o de facto stamp of
opproval to these plans and suggested the organization
of mass support for their implementation, which in turn
strengthened centrist illusions in the options of the Cun-
hal leadership.

The sudden intervention of the Tancos paratroopers pre=
cipitated the implementation of elements of an unfinished
plan on the part of the "military left," On the other
hand, Costa Gomes's "response” had been carefully
prepared and studied for weeks. It unfolded simultane-
ously on the military, political, and media levels: mil=
itarily thanks to the Amodora commandos, politically
thraugh the vate of the Constituent Assambly in favor

of the state of emergency, in the mass media through
the immediate transfer of rodic and telavision to Porto,
which guaranteed government control of telecommunica=-
tions, The genuine coup of reaction was rot improvised !

Within the logic of its campaign for "order and disci-
pline, " the SP apenly supported the establishment of
the state of siege and the police measures that accom=
panied it. The SP voted for them in the Constituent As=
sembly .

As for the CP, its aims fell within the narrow framework
of a personnel shokeup within the Council of the Revo-
lution and, later, within the government. At the mast,
the CP intended to utilize the modifications the Tancos
paratroopers could have brought about in the relation-
ship of forces within the reactiorary bostion of the alr
force in order to make it easier fo implement its plans,
In no case was the Cunhal leadership inclined to com-
mit itself to a “coup d'etat." The search for o compro-
mise within the framework of a strategy of "democratic
revalution" remained constant — before, during, and
after Movember 25, The CP did not even mobilize
against the state of siege, in spite of Its official posi-
tion during the debate in the Constituent Assembly. It
immed iately shifted the oxis of its olliances a noteh to
the right. The essential point remained clinging to its
positions in the state apparatus on the chance of alter-
ing its points of support.

The centrists, more particularly the PRP and the MES,
while manifesting complete incompetence on the terrain
on which they had chosen to fight, nonetheless declared
that "the hour has come to give the bourgeoisie o defin-
itive lesson,” Their separation from the real movement
of the masses was sharply brought to light. Their depun-
ciation of the betraval of the CP waos in consonance
with their illusions about the strategic orientation of

the Stalinists and about the relatiomship of forces be=
tween their organizations-and the reformist opparatuses.
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At no time did the working closs participate in this
“stillborn coup”; at the most, the workers reacted to
defend their gaims by mobilizing in the foctories. Both
the form ond the opparent objectives of the "rebellion"
of MNovember 25 inevitably made a mobilization of the
broad masses almost impossible and gave rise to the
greatest uncertainty and confusion amona the mosses.
The soldiers took o woit-ond-see attitude, lsolated from
the mass movement, they were not prepared to throw
therselves into a battle whose protagonists and results
eluded them,

The victorious military "counteroffensive" gave
12 the bourgeoisie the opportunity to initiate o pro~

cess of reconsolidation of the state apparatus, @
precondition for any possible partial resstablishment of
order in the factories-and the countryside and for imple=
mentation of the economic plan whose general lines
weare worked cut at the beginning of MNovember, Thus,
the bourgeoisie primarily emphaosized:

— toking control of arms stocks and constituting a
repressive apparatus centered on the PSP and the GINR,
which were trarsformed into operational forces (this
wos an implementation of the original intention of the
sixth government, which has not yet taken the risk of
sending the soldiers out against the workers);

— moking changes in the officer corps in order fo
guarantee control over the wave of new comscripts and
reducing the number of troops in anatiempt to profes-
sionalize some strategic units;

= gaining control of the radio ond television and
restruchuring the press in order to provide the govern=
mant with means by which to manipulate public apinion,
cut down on the audience of struggles, even partial
ones, that had been reached by the press and the radio
and put an end to the permanent political debate they
hod been fostering.

Utilizing its fulerums within the army and the state ap-
paratus in general, the bourgeoisie sought to bring is
regained political initiative to bear in the social sphere.
The government extended the period of suspension of
labor contracts and thus challenged the gains of the
mobilizations for workers demands that had occurred
during October and Movember 1975, The CIP (Confad~
emation of Portuguese Industry) resurfaced. |t proposed
an austerity plan; a wage freeze, and the reestablish-
ment of the power of the employers in the foctories,

The right and the far right took advantage of the breach
that had been opened to challenge not only land occu-
pations, but also the very principle of agrarian reform;
in this they were supported by the mobilization of the
landowners. A process of restructuration of the bourgeois
forces took shape and its center of gravity shifted clearly
to the right: The Spinolists ond representatives of simi-
lar currents took over key posts in the military command;
the social bloc of reaction corsolidated its positions in
entire regions and is seeking to transform them intoc
strongholds to serve as rear areas for o future fest of
strength; the far right reappeared on the palitical scene,




its links with the official parties of the bourgecisie and
a sector of the military hierarchy becoming visible.
Thus, MNovember 25, 1975, pove confidence to the bour-
geoisie once again. The bourgecisie reorgonized it
forces, tried to fashion o state apparatus capable of
driving back the mass movement and breaking the most
advanced struggles in the short term.

The first phase of this offensive took ploce precisely

in the sphere in which the bourgecisie's success was
clearest. In the social domain, the bourgecisie is seek-
ing to maneuver, to postpone the date of o genuine
frontal battle, while at the some time establishing the
elements of an overall offensive. Since the working
class was not o protagonist on MNovember 25, the bour-
geoisie is conscious that it still has to settle accounts
with the workers. Because the test of ™November 25 pro-
vided no proof of the state of the respective forces,
sectors of the bourgeoisie perceive the possibility of a
discordonce between the initial strengthening of the
state opparatus and the capacity ta impose anti-werker
measures in o lasting manner. This is reflected in the
differences within the PFD, the divisions within and
among the bourgeois parties on the question of alliances
with the reformist parties of the working class, and the
cleavages, albeit limited, within the officer corps.

Mevertheless, the crisis of the functioning of the capi-
talist system, like the depth of the recession and the
collapse of certain branches of industry, hardly enables
the bourgecisie to postpone application of its attacks

on the goims of the toiling masses in order to rigorously
restrict them. The government decrees of December 1975
and Jununr}r 1974 herald this tendency.

Here lies the fundomentol contradiction between the
objective requirements from the standpoint of the bour-
geoisie — requirements which determine the nature of
the measures that must be taken to dow down the mass
movement again and assure an upturn In investments —
ard the relationship that was riot suddenly modified in
a qualitative manner by the effects of the military de-
feat of a sector of the army.

OF course, imperialist aid could enable various invest-
ments to be made, in public works, for example, and
the effects of such fnvestments could provide some res-
pite in unemployment. But this would not eliminate the
guestion of the functioning of the capimlist system, that
is, the reestablishment of capitalist and employer order
{elimination of workers control, increase in productiv=
ity, halt to factory eccupations and land seizures,
lengthening of the workweek, reduction in real wages
to permit an upturn in the rate of profit). On the con-
trary, the investments depend precisely on these factons
being fulfilled; rather rapid confrantations at least in
this realm are inevitable. All this indicates that a real
stabilization is impossible unless o deep defeat is in-
flicted on the proletariat. Even in the rather unlikely
event that some delay in sharp measures against the
standard of living of the workers (becouse of imperialist
aid and o broad mobilization of internal resarves) is
combined with significant hesitation in the camp of the

workers, a test of strength in the social and political
spheres will not be able to be put off for long.

and "revolutionary officers" to the sphere of the

relationship of social forces has not had the ef-
fect of qualitatively medifying that relationship of forces.
Mevertheless, this defeat did serve to reveal the polit-
lcal and organizotional weaknesses of the semi-spon-
tanecus and semi-comnscious workers upsurge and exposed
the uneven development of combativity and conscious=
ness, This does not imply, a posteriori, that a different
judgment of the nature of the relationship of forces be-
fore Movember 25 must be odvanced., Over eighteen
manths it shifted in fovor of the working class and
ogainst the ruling classes, to such an extent that dur-
ing autumn 1975 the workers broke the major decisions
of a gavernment that wanted "order and discipline”
(the occupation of the radios on the order of Pinheiro
de Azevedo rebounded against the government's cbjec-
tive; the creation of the AMI was challenged almost
fram the moment the decision was made; defeats wera
inflicted on the Ministry of Labor). In fact, the very
maturity of the objective situation made on overall an-
ticapitalist stmtegy, an extertion and centralization
of the organs of the workers themselves, indispensable
for any step forward, This maturity underscored the lim-
its of the spontanecus and empirical upsurge of the mass
movement. The weakness of the subjective foctor was
thus to be strikingly revealed and wus to affect the evo-
lution of the relationship of forces.

13 The transfer of the dafeat of a part of the soldiers

After November 25, 1975, the limited ebb in the "rev-
olutionary process” was to express itself, among other
ways, ina complex process of recomposition of the or-
ganized workers movement.

a) The more backward layers of workers who entered
inta struggle during the mobilizations for workers de-
mands in autumn 1975 went through a rapid and super-
ficial radicalization and politicization that made them
wulnerable to the bourgeois counteroffensive, Their de-
pendence on the reformist apparatuses increased, while
the government attack was located precisely on the
level ot which these organizations play o declsive role
in the organization of an overall response, Thus, the
limited ebb in the workers movement has Intensified the
differences in the political maturity of the working
class among different regions and branches of indusiry,
The fissure between the proletariat of the Lisbon region
and the Alentejo on the one hand and the rest of the
toiling masses on the other hond threatens to deepen if
there is a prolonged delay in the response on the eco-
nomic lavel on the part of entire sectors of warkers
whose contracts have been suspended. The workers' de-=
lay in orgonizing a response could combine with mabi=
lizations and a change in attitude amang the petty bour-
geoisie and thus gererate a madification in the overall
relationship of social forces.

b) The lack of centralization of the organs of the work=
ers themselves — which, during a period of upsurge,
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did not permit the uneven develapment of consciousness
and of the degree of self-organization te be counter-
balanced — sharply reveals the qualitative differences
betwean the warkers commissions and the moradores com-
missions as well as the varying degrees fo which the
workers commissions are representative. This process
facilitates the reformists' operation aimed at coopting
the workers commissions and integrating them info the
trade-union structures; this is particularly the case
since the reformists are the only ones who command co-
ardinating bodies, means of effecting some centroliza-
tion, and since they have decisive influsnce in the In=
tersindical,

Concurrently, the weight of the trade-union orgoniza-
tions increases in this perfod of recuperation of strength
of the working class, A new stage s opening in the ex=
tension of unionization, |t combines three ospecths:
deepar paretration of the trade-union organizations in
sec tors that hod never besn arganized in the period be-
fore April 25, 1974 (teachers, public services); broad=
ening of professional unions emerging from the old cor-
poratist "trode-union” system; the birth and exponsion
of branch=based trade unions (metals, civil construe=
tion, postal system). After November 25, 1575, some
uniors led by the 5P offiliated to the Intersindical. A
new debate is opaning both on the type of response to
offer to the measures taken by the government and on
demecratic functioning in the uniors. This process is
shaking the burecucratic control of the CP and fends

to aggravate the contradictions inan SP that finds it~
self serving as the mainspring of the government,

gl The very nature of the workers upsurgse, which pro-
cecded through successive stoges without encountering
any majar obstec les, fostered a copocity for initiatives
and & real audience for the broad workers vanguard.
Mevertheless, the semi=-spontanecus and semi-consciows
character of the movemant reflacted itself Th o distor=
tion batween the level of political organization of this
vanauard and its size, Within this same logic, the iden-
tification of the victories of the soldiers with those of
the workers wos o decisive feature of the vanguard's
political perception and explains the impoct the defeat
of @ part of the soldiers hod on the vanguerd.

Thus, during o period of retreat, the guantitative weak-
ness of the organized fraction of this workers yanguard
s revealed: its political confusion loosens its links with
it periphery and thus facilitatesa grip by the organized
facce of the reformists (especially the CP) aver this pe-
ciphery. The nonexistence of a credible revalutionary
ciganization copable of drawing the lessans of Novem=
ber 25, of helping this broad vanguard assimilate this
experience, ond of using the educational aspects of the
confrantations to increase closs independence, haightens
the disarray of the vanguard, slowsdown the poce of

its recovery, and limits its ability to take the lead in

o determined response to the government's economjc
offamsive.

d Since the strategy of the CP was essentiolly deter-
mined by o reformist project of "democratic revolution"
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and by concern to maintain pesitions in the state appa-
ratus and more particularly in the military apparotus,
the conclusions the CP has drawn from November 25
have logically led it to a right turn, Once again, the
CP is giving priority to the antifascist struggle, within
the perspective of the comstruction of a democratic re-
gime. Hence, the CP is insisting on an alliance with
the 5P, while also making overtures to the split from
the PPD, in the context of seeking an alliance with
the urban petty bourgscisie and sectors of the middle
classes,

The weakness and confusion of the “revolutionary left"
— which did not manage to toke advantage of the ten-
sions within the CP after November 25 — can facilitate
this utilization of the autonomous organs by the Stalin-
ist eurrent, It may even permit this current to bock
down on some conquests of the masses without taking
too great a risk, But its links with the working class
and the combativity of a good part of its worker mili=
tants will force the CP to respond on the economic tar=
rain, trying ta channel the movement into the frame-
work of the trade unions in order fo prevent a resurgence
of the workers commissions as embryonic ergans of dual
power, Likewise, it will be difficult for the CP to re=
main silent about government repression without running
the risk of stimulating internal tensions and of further
limiting its influence among "leftist officers.” MNever=
theless, the CP will seek to aveid new clashes ot all
costs, and its statemants oppasing the government's
economic and social policy will certainly not be fol-
lowed up by precise indications on the form the resporse
should take.

@) The 5P has token another step further in its counter=
revelutionary course by suppoarting the repression ond
the government decrees. MNow, the rightist regroupment
in the military hierarchy, the offersive agaimst the
agrarian reform, and the reactionary proclamations of
the PPD ard the CDS indicate bath who will benefit
from the stabilization of the bourgeois state and the
measures needed to set the market economy in order
agoin and who the real artisans of a reestoblishment of
the capitalist order are. The character of the 5P and

its relations with the weorking closs do not make it a
functional instrument for assuring opplication of mea-
sures that frontally attack the living standard of the
workers. The coming elections and the political situa-
Hon are forcing the 5P to strengthen is organized pres-
ence within the workers movement, Concurrantly, in
order to compete with the PPD among petty-bourgeois
voters, the SP has to come forward as a factor support=
ing order. These two contradictory requirements, like
the government's attacks on the gains of the workers,
including those workers organized [n 5P trade=unions

or influenced by the SP, may generate internal contro-
dictions that have hitherto been covered over by the
struggle against the CP and may enable opposition ten=
dencies to arise. Finolly, the confirmed danger of a
strengthening of the far right is reactivating aspirations
for unity among the workers movement, and this may
throw the Scores leadership off balance.




f} The discrepancy between the real development of
the closs struggle and the perspectives that hod besn
traced out by the centrist and ultralefrist currents is
cousing a deep crisis within these organizations. The
turnabout in the position of the MES and the PRP hos
led them to develop an "antifascist line" whose dynamic
is laden with opportunist adoptations te the CP and the
sectors that follow the lead of the "left of the MFA."
As for the UDP, it is intersifying Tts hypersectarian at=
titude toward the CP, characterizing it os social-fas-
cist. The UDP calls for the formation of an “antifascist
united frant" based on the organs of "popular will "
The crisis of the centrist organizations of the MES-PRP
type, combined with the weakness of the Trotskyist
pole, leaves some room for a current like the UDP in
the immediate future,

The adoption of this antifascist line by all these cur-
rents once again, whatever the motivation for it, in-
creases the uncertainty in the warking class and the de-
moralization of it vanguard and contributes to dissaly-
ing the slogams needed to respond to the economic at-
tack of the bourgeoisie into o confused perspective of
"antifascist struggle."

characterized by o qualitative medification of

the relationship of social forces between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat, Mevertheless, the pe-
riod chamacterized by a deepened crisis of the state ap-
paratus that was not rounded out by a centralization of
organs of dual power is over. The dominant features re-
main those of o prerevolutionory situation. The bour-
geoisie has regained o certain political inftiative and
hos begun to restructure ifs stote apparatus, but without
having svercome its own crisis of political leodership.
The divisions in the PPD and in the military hierarchy
and the debates between the CD5 and the PPD reflect
this crisis. The CDS wants to appear as the sole consiz-
tent defender of the interests of the bourgeoisie and is
sesking to put itself forword as an olternative leader-
ship in the bourgeais camp. It is frying to moke use of
significant layers of the petty bourgeoisie to provide
irelf with a social base, a petty bourgecisie that is
also furnishing the troops for a rising far right.

14 The new skige opened by November 25 s not

The industrial and agricultural preletariat, whose com=
baot potential is very significant, for the first time Finds
itself focing o challenge to its mojor gains. It commands
important levers (trode unions, workers commissions,
peasant leagues, parties) and has a rich experience of
struggle, which permits it to respond to the bourgeois
offensive and to initiate economic struggles in the short
term. A new rise of the movement for demands against
the attacks on the standard of living would allow new
life to be breathed into the autonomeous organs of the
masses,; the bockbone of which would be the workers
commissions. Once again, their centralization ond trans-
formation into organs of dual power would became an
immediate objectiva.

An economic or political provecation by the bourgeoisie
or by some sectors of the bourgeoisie blinded by exces-
sive gonfidence might not only accelemte such o re-
sponse but might also resull in a masive and united form
of mobilization that could beat back the effects of the
consolidation of the state apparatus and once ogain ob-
jectively place the question of power on the agenda for
the toiling masses.

A delay in the workers counteroffensive would foster
consolidation of the instruments of the bourgeaisie for
entering Into o test of strength that could be postponed
a bit but would be ro les decisive.

The dynamic, rhythm, and cruciol dates of the Portu=
guese political situation will alss be determined by the
deepening of the succession crisis of Francoism and the
entry of the working mosses of Spain onto the political
scane, Thus, In the relotive short term, an element

of disequilibrium may be grafted onto the structural foc-
tors of instability in Portugal itself,

The tasks the Portuguese proletariat will have ta con-
front in this new stage underline the urgent necessity

of the construction of a revelutionary leadership capa=
bla of assuring a rise in class comsciousness and of lead-
ing the proletariat and its allies to the conquest of
power,

process, " a decisive test of strength between the

two fundamental classes is inevitable, Revolu-
tion or counterrevolution, victory of the working class
and establishment of o workers state or political crush-
ing of the strugales of the workers and the establishment
of a "strong regime" (military dictatorship, foscist or
semifascist dictatorship, ete.) = that is the real alter-
native facing the Portuguese work ing masses. The LCI
must throw all its efferts info preparing the masses for
such a canflict, basing itself on the many and rich ex-
periences undergone by the workers before November
25, attempting to have the lessons of November 25 and
26 assimilated by the broadest possible layers of the
working class, and putting forward an everall pelitical
program, credible in the eves of the toiling masses, to
transfarm the initial resporse to the attacks of the bour=
geoisie on the conquests of the masses into a generalized
offersive,

1 Whatever the fluctuations in the "revolutionary

a) Taking advantoge of the reformist palicy of the lead-
erships of the workers movement; the bourgeoisie is

now frying to-extend the military ond political victory

it won on Movember 25 into the social sphere. In this
context, the priority task of revolutionary Marxists is

to stimulate — through propaganda, agitation, and proc-
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tical initiatives — the most united and radical possible
counterattack ogainst the effects of the government
austerity ?Inn , against the challenging of workers con-
trol and all the manifestations of the contesting of the
power of the employers in the factories as well as ogainst
the attocks on the agrarian reform.

The relationship of social forces, the potential of com-
bativity, and the instruments commanded by the work-
ing class and the agricultural workers permit them to
mount o stinging rebuff to the present offensive of the
government and the employers. Any postponemant of
the response con accentuate the limited disorientation
of the workers, strengthen the reformist grip, empty the
structures of self-organization [the workers commissions)
of their content, and brogden the space available for

a regroupment of forces within the bourgeois camp and
the consolidation of a leadership within that camp,
Under these conditions, the elections in April could
concratize, accelerate, ond consolidate this process.

Revelutionary Marxists must therefore attach great im=
portance to the organization of salidarity with and pop-
ularization of the partial and radical struggles that are
now developing, since the policy of the reformist leader-
ships contributes to isolating these struggles, Demon-
strating that victory is possible and permitting the most
adwvanced forms of struggle of the previous phase to be
placed on the agenda again can constitute o factor fa-
voring brooder mobilizations,

In the present conjuncture, the key battle will unfold
against the measures suspending the trade-union con-
tracts, that is, the negation of the gains made by the
warkers mobilizations of autumn 1975, In suspending
the contracts the government is testing the reactions

of the bulk of the working class, At the same time, it
it directing the attack toward an area in which the re=-
sponses of the workers are heavily determined by the
policy of the trode-union orgonizations and thus of the
reformist apparotuses, Given the conjunction between
the scope of the attack on the standard of living and
the potential of struggle that still exists amang the ranks
of the workers, it Is quite improboble that the govern-
ment will sueceed in implementing the totality of these
measures, even by taking odvantage of the erientation
of the reformist organizations. But a very fragmented
response might allow the government to concentrate its
efforts on the sectors that are most backword politically
and weakest organizationally, even if it Is unable to
advance all along the line. Thus, the division in the
warking class among the various sectors and regions
could deepen. That is why revolutionary Marxists, on
the basis of the mobilizations that will develop in one
branch or ancther, will insist on the necessity of coor-
dinating and generalizing the response in order to de-
feat the attacks, which are in reality hitting the entire
working closs, Nevertheless, o mobilization of broad
scope to block the austerity meosures ocutely poses dhe
question of the overall functioning of o capitalist ecan=
omy facing a sharp conjunctural and structural erisis.
Any overall response and obove all any persistence of
a high level of struggle requires clear general perspec-
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tives and @ solution worked out from the stondpaint of
the working class, Hence, it Is imperative for revolu=
tionary Marxists to work out a body of demands and o
plan of struggle constituting a concrete response to the
social and ecanomic problems of the country and stand-
ing as an altemative to reformist solutions of all stripes.
Such a project must be the framewardk of the interven=
tion of the LCI. Agitation for immediate demands in
partial struggles must be combined with propoganda for
overall solutions in order fo increase all the possibilities
of translating them into mass initiatives.

b} The application of the government austerity plan im-
plies the challenging of the freedam of organization

ard expression won by the workers in the course of eigh-
teen months of struggle.

For the moment, the government is still not in pasition
to unleash o brood repressive offensive. It is limiting
itself to selective measures aimed at laying the ground-
work for hitting the vanguard harder, These measures
come mare sharply Into political relief .given that the
soldiers and officers arrested on November 25 are now
in prison, while the plotters of March 11, 1975, and
the palice personnel of the Salazarist regime are free,

For the entire workers movement, the arganization of

a broad campaign for the immediate release of the po-
litical prisoners must make the bourgecisie and its gav=-
ernment back down and prevent them from domaging
the rights of axpression and orgonization of the warkers
mavement. Concurrently, the purge of the many ex-
agents of the corporatist state who are getting their jobs
back must be demanded; initiatives must be foken in
this direction wherever this is possible and can receive
popular support.

The reactivation of the GMNR and the PSP, striking
forces of the old regime, and the increase in their par-
sonnel and resources place on the agenda the necessity
of launching intense agitation for the disarming and dis-
solution of these repressive bodies,

In the present canjuncture, the gavernment may fry o
rely on anti-working=class legislation (law on the press
and on the right to strike] that has not been applied up
to now becouse of the rise of the mass movement, Thus,
the struggle for the obrogation of these decree=laws be-
comes primerdial, along with the struggle for the un-
conditional deferse of the workers' right to strike and
demonstrate, of the right of expression and erganization
for all eurrents and parties of the warkers mevement

ord for the structures of the working masses themselves,
It is within this perspective that one must situate a cam-

ign against the Pact proposed by the Council of the
Revolution, which is frying to consolidate its positions,

including through a presidentialist operation, in order
to develop on anti-worker policy and to challenge the
conquasts of the toilers.

) The main instruments for @ mass response to the at-
tacks of the employers and the gavernment on the con-
quests of the workers and people remain the workers com~




missions and the trade unions, The orientation upheld
by revolutionary Marxists in the workers commissions
and trade unions must avoid any counterposition of these
bodies and must stress their complementary character.
Against the reformist project of integrating the workers
commissions into the trode-union structures, of negating
thelr outenomy and their specific function, it is neces-
sary to emphasize the preservation of this autonomy and
the mass representativeness of the commissions, This can
be done only through the workers commissions' demon~
strating that they con take on tasks that fall within the
general framework of workers control, conceived os o
genuine means of defending the interests of the closs,
and can begin to realize the cspirations of the class,
The decisions of the government and the process of re-
composition of the warkers movement lend the trade
unions an increased role and underline the importance
of developing systematic work within the unions to con=
struct a revslutionary tendency. This trade~union ac=
tivity must enable g series of tramsitional demands and
a discussion amund themes linked to workers contral fo
penetrate info the most backward sectors, |n addition,
the presence of revolutionary militants in the rode
unions on a national scale and their active work within
the unions can prevent the isalation of the workers com-
missions incertain branches,

Cn the trade-union level, the strategic objective re-
maing that of construeting o united, independent, cen-
tral trode union organized by branches of industry and
functioning ocecording to the norms of the greatest work-
ers democracy. The battle for this democratic function-
ing and for lﬁe liquidation of the corporatist sfructures
can be combined with the development and strengthen-

ing of the workers commissions and can even facilitate
branch-level centralization of these commissians.

In face of the economic crisis and the government de=-
crees, the definition of averall options to consolidate
the trade-union counterattack requires the freest discus=
sion of the various orientations and highlights the im=
porkance of a demgcratic trode=union congress, The ax-
pression of needs, the formulation of demands, and the
definftion of a shategy of struggle require the right to
form terdencies, that is, the possibility of an unhindered
debate in which each current of the workers movement
can put forward its solutions before all the workers. This
confrontation of ideas eonstitutes o real precondition

for the respect for and implemantation of the decisions
token by the majority. This concept must be constantly
prasented os an alternative to the manipulative practice
of the reformist leaderships in the trade unions and par-
ticularly of the CP in the national apparatus of the In-
tersindical .

d) Revolutionary Marxists reaffirm the decisive role of
the workers commissions in the future of the Portuguese
revolution; these commissions are the fruit of the move=
ment of the mosses themselves and have permitted the
overcoming of the trode~union division by profession,
the assumption of permanent tasks of workers control
and embryonically of self-defense, the guaranteeing

of the linkup with the popular mosses, and the taking
of radically anticapitalist initiatives (beginning of re-
conversions, links betwean industrial and agricultural
workers, efe.).

The central place of the workers commissions is o neces-
sity becouse of:

— the desply felt need in the foctories for the re-
quired unity in strugale;

= the need to genemlize workers control, especially
in the nationalized sector;

— the need, already expressed in the platforms of
demands in certain branches, for an overall plan of
struggle against unemployment, for the raconversion
of entire branches, for the establishment of direct links
between the various sectors of industrial production
and between these sectors and agriculture, for the def-
inition of production priorities in the nationalized sec-
tor.

The strategic objective thus remains the development
coordinatien, and centralization of the workers com-
missions as the central axis of the development of organs
of dual power,

In this perspective, branch-level coordination con con-
gtitute an intermediary step leoding to a national con-
gress of workers commissions and the emergence of o
situation of dual power,

Propogando and ogitation for cantralization takes roct
in the concrate strugglet and neads of the workars; its
revolutionary dynamic lies in attributing to the warkers
commissions funcHons that are those of workers councils
ond that lead the commissions into direct eanflict with
the coalition government and the bourgesis state ma=
chine.

A national congress of the workers commissions must be
presented as the most odequate organizational frame-
waork for the bringing together of widespread experiences
and the gathering of the information needed fo elabo-
rate @ workers plan for the recrgonization of the Partu-
guese economy and to guarontee the preconditions for
carrying out the déecisions mode, The elaboration of this
plan must go band in hand with the development of
workers control . In fact, this plan rests on the balance-
sheet of the productive capacities of the agricultural
and Industrial enterprises, on the ttate of the means of
communication and trarsport, and on a verification of
the workers' needs in the realm of private and social
consumption os well os the need for producer goods.
Hence, a national congress of the warkers commissions
emerges as o central element in an outonomous rasponse
of the working class to the social, economic, and polit-
ical erisis and con permit the warkers' allies amang the
urban and rural masses to be cemented around the pro-
letariat.,

The defense by revalutionary Marxists of the full exer=
cise of workers damoeracy in the constitution and furc-
tianing of the workers commissions becomes a decisive
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task in attaining these objectives, which requires a
unification of the working ¢lass and o growing over of
the organs of the workers themselves into genuine united-
front bodies at the highest level.

The follewing points flow from this:

— the free and democratic election of the warkers
commission delegates and their revocability by the
ranks and not their designation by parties according
to arbitrary and Fixed proportions;

— the right of delegates to group themselves together
into political tendencies and the strictest right of dis-
cussion on all problems according to the ideslogy of
the delegates,

Only the scope and results of such o campaign of ex-
planation can expunge from the minds of the workers
the false polarization provoked by the SP leadars and
fostered by the orlentation and buresucratic methods
of the CP between a “democratic” state in foct located
within the framewark of the capitalist system and o
"Communist dictatorship" destroying democratic rights.
The massive experience with workers democracy within
the workers commissions at the level of o branch or na-
tional congress is the enly thing that can pave the way
Far the recomposition of the unity of the praletarian
front and can convince the workers that a workers state
based on councils will guarantee democratic liberties
qualitatively superior to those conceded by traditional
bourgeois democracy,

Finally, an expansion of the activity of the workers
commissions in this direction can provide a reference
paint that would facilitate o reemergence of the mora-
dores commissions us organs of the working masses them-
salves in the neighborhoods and localities and could
break down the reformist=inspired tandency to make
these commissions oppendages of the state apparatus
{the municipal governments). The bourgecisie's attemphs
to recover the occupied housing during the pest-March
11 period and the attacks on the living conditions of
the masses offered, at the time, on opportunity to re=
vivify and extend the moradores commissions. One of
the centers of gravity of their intervention must be to
take initiatives to control prices, to forge links with
the agricultural cooperatives for the sale of producks
and for the strugale ageinst the capitalist distribution
networks and ogainst stockpiling speculation in con-
sumer goods.

d) After orgonizing support for the ottempted coup of
Saptember 28, 1974, the large landed proprietors met
the progress of the agrarian reform with dispersed resis-
tance without being capable of organizing o mass mo-
bilization.

The preferred weopons of the latifundia proprietors re-
mained refusal to apply the agrarian reform law, hijack-
ing of livestock and agricultural materiél, failing to
repair machinery, burning harvests, and carrying out
individual attocks. In foce of the exacerbation of the

class struggle in the countryside (land occupations un—
der the fifth and sixth governments, linkup between
the matalworkers in the South, the agricultural wage=
earners, and the small poor peasants), the second "os-
sembly of farmess" of Rio Maior, held In November
1975, marked an important advance for capitalist reac=
tion. Apart from land occupations, it wes the agrarion
reform itself that come under viclent attack. On this
sccasion, the expropriated latifundistas succeeded in
reuniting the small and middle-sized merchants (whose
speculation operations are threatened by the rationali=
zation of the trade circuits linked to the agrarian re=
form), the rich peasants, and the small and middle
peasants of the MNorth and the West,

Reaction's attempt to crystallize o soclal bloc, espe-
ciolly in the North and the Center, represents o weighty
theeat to the Portuguese revelution, The workers move=
ment can envisage o victorious outcome of o test of
strength with the bourgesisie anly if this bloc is disin=
tegrated at least partially and if the sccial base of sup=
port for the workers is expanded,

For this, stress must be placed on all the measures the
trade unions and the workers commissions in the indus=
trial and banking sectors can take to provide a response
to the immediate needs of the agriculfural workers and
smallholding peosants (Fertilizer, credits, machinery,
etc.). Further, proof must be offered of the community
of interests thot links them together to the progress of
the revolution, by demonstrating os concretely as pos=
sible that only central planning, under workers con-
tral, of fertilizer production and production of ma-
chinery and agricultural implements, os well os central
utilization of credit and o planned reconversion of cul=
tivation ond agricultural production can permit aid fo
the cooperatives and to the expropriated lond that has
become collective siote property,

A mod ification &f the relationship of forces in the coun-
tryside raquires a strengthening of the agricultural trade
unions, the leagues of poor peasants, and the commis-
sions of agricultural workers and a growth of the weaight
of the poor peasants, os well as of the tenant farmers
and sharecroppers, in the village councils throughout
the areas where small property predominates.

This corsolidation of the organization of the land work-
ers themselves must strengthen the linkup between these
organs ond those of the workers in industry, banking,
and frade in order to assure the application and deepen-
ing of the agrarian reform, independent of the struc=
tures of the bourpeois state, Finally, the instruments

of self-defense must be strengthened in order to counter
the operations of re=seizure of land and of intimidation
now being mounted by the latifundistas and their armed
militias.

a} Revolutionary Marxists will take advantage

of the main lessons of November 25 and 26 fo

combat adventurist and minority conceptions
and to develop propaganda for mass self-defense in the
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extension of the embryonic orgons of preletarion power
ard for the protection of all the political and trade-
union organizations of the workers movement. This is
the only way to prepare brood sectors of workers o re-
spord to any reactionary attempls,

In the immediate future, the campaigns of the Tor right,
like the utilization of the GNR-PSP or the possible
utilization of specialized military units, lends particu-
lar importance to the arganization of selfdefense pickets.

Moreover, in light of the importance the hiemrchy it=
self attaches to regaining control of the asenals, the
experiences of the pre-November 25 period in control-
ling arms stocks and all the jnitiatives taken in the
realm of arms manufacture must be exploited to develop
concrete propoganda around the theme of contral of
arms stocks and use of weopons by the workers and by
commi ttees of soldiers,

b} The counteroffensive of the military hierarchy, while
it has profoundly modified the canditions under which
the soldiers can mobilize, haes nonetheless not elimi-
nated all possibilities of struggle in the barracks, pos-
sibilities that are balstered by the experiences through
which many soldiers have lived. The audience of the
past movaments among the new conscripts can faver re-
sistance to military discipline,

The objective of the octivity of revolutionary militants
in the army is the deferse of democratic rights, the
right of orgonization, and the right of expression of the
saldiers. The struetures of the soldiers themselves which
can lead o the resurgence of an autonomous movement
can take shope around this axis,

Such a movement remains the greatest guarantee that
the government will not be able to wse the soldiers
against the werkers, Revolutionaries must do everything
possible for the perpetuation of what constiruted one

of the most impartant gains of the movement of soldiers:
their massive refusal to ever be turned agalnst the work=~
en. On this bosis, revelutionaries can Tnsist on the
necessary linkup between the organs of the saldiers and
those of the working closs as well as on the prior discus=
sian of orders, which can further facilitate agitation

in favor of the election of officers by the soldies them-
selves,

Antimilitarist propeganda must be integrated with the
varicus aspects of mass work (in the unions, the workers
commissions, the maradores commissions), The antimili=
tarism of revalutionary Marxists must differ rodically
from the pacifism of the reformists and must seek to free
the workers of any hope that clemency will be forth=
coming from the "democratic" bourgeoisie once that
bourgecisie opts for moving from political maneyvers

to o determined attock on the working class and its al-
lies. The principle of the disarming of the bourgecisie
ond the arming of the proletariat must be the threod that
runs through all our antimilitarist work, bath inside and
outside the barrocks.

¢} The attack on the living standard of the workers and
the bolstering of the reactionary measures, along with
the dangers they entail for the working class, not only
create objective conditions that demand the salid unity
of the proletarian front, but also sharpen the aspiration
for unity, Unifying slogans corresponding to the most
pressing needs of the proletariat must serve as instru=-
ments for the realization in struggle of a united front
against economic and political reaction, The factic of
the workers united front is the keystone of any real at-
tempt to initiate mass actions and thus to start down the
road to winning over the majority of the working class.
This does not mean that any initiative must be subordi-
nated -to the prior agreement of the reformist leoderships
of the workers movement. Indeed, unity in action must
be sought with all political forces prapared to engage
in struggle, without delay, both in defense of the con-
quests of the masses agoinst repression by the govern-
ment and the employers and In favor of the development
and coordination of the workers commissions and, in
some cases, of the marodores commissions, Concurrently,
unifying demands must be emphasized in the trade unions;
the farmation of groupings (for commen frade-unian
lists, for example) can become an imporfant lever in
bringing forward alternative ssluticns ko thase odvanced
by the reformists who lead the unions,

Such a step — which can reinvigorate the activity of
the brood workers vonguord and find o resporse in the
refarmist ranks (especially in the CP) — must be con=
stantly articulated along with unitary propaganda di=
rected toward the reformist leaderships and the multipli=
cation of proposals aimed ot invelving the workers in-
fluenced by the 5P and the CP inaction.

This permanent propoganda and agitation for the united
front, the assertion of a will for unity, aven at cross
current with the immediate sensibility of cerrain layers
of the vanguard influenced by ultraleftism, can pave
the way for a united response fo any pelitical, military,
or economic provocaotion by reaction. By creating ac-
tual unity in oction; such o resporse could in turn re-
sult in @ new step forward in the comstruction of organs
of proletarian democracy. Concrete successes in this
area are preconditions for a perspective of dual power
opening up once again.

The dominant features of the social and political
17 situation remain those of deep instability. In this

context, the test of the relatiomship of forces be-
tween the two fundamental classes of Porfuguese cociety
is yet to come; it will probably take place around the
suspension of frode-union contracts, the major guestions
of the economy {inflation and unemployment), workers
control, and the agrorian reform.

Hence, in their propaganda for a workers and peasonts
government, revolutionary Marxists will emphasize the
rogram that this government should apply to defend
%a conguests of the warking class and meet the needs
and aspirations of the toiling mases. In addition, they
33



will indicate that it is only through the mobilization
and self-orgonization of the proletariat that this govern-
ment will find the strangth to resist the sabotage of the
bourgeoisie and fo carry out [ts own decisions in prac-
tice.

The translation of the government formula inte agitation
depends essentially on the degree of mobilization and
unity in action of the masses and the dynamic of devel-
opment of @ movement around initially defensive objec-
tives. During this transitional phase, the aim of a gov-
ernment slogan remains to politically counterpase the
working closs as such to all other classes, that is, to

all aovernment combinations emanating from the bour-
geols political system,

*In the event that the capitalist and reactionary offen=
sive intensifies and the credibility of an SP-CP rapproche-
ment gains ground among the masses, the government
formula would immediately incorporate these facts and
would express itself in the demand For an SP-CP govern-
ment applying a program of defense and extension of

the workers' conquests, In the present context, united
front initiatives toward the 5P and the CP must be ar-
ticulated with the demand on the Social Democratic

and Stalinist leaderships that they "breck with the bour-
gecisie, " that is; that they break collaboration with

the bourgeois parties ard the bodies that preserve the
interasts of the bourgeoisie, particularly the Council

of the Revolution,

*If a new upsurge of the movement and of self-organi-
zation of the mosses expresses ftself in the pessibility
or realization of o democrotic congress of trade unions
{going beyond the pure trade-union level) and of a na-
tional congress of workers commissions, then conditions
would be present for the organization and expression
of the working class itself against the projects of capi-
tal and the government. These facts would then have
to be integrated into the government slogan in order to
effectively allow the objectives of the masses to be
translated into terms of power.

The general propaganda formula "workers and peasants
government responsible to the moss organizations of the
workers" corresponds to this orientation,

This formula will have to be concretized at each pre-
cise stage in light of the evalution of the relationship
of forces, the turns in the political situation, and the
resulting recomposition of the workers movement,

tion between the state of mind of the mosses and

the fact that they could not see any clear polit~
ical outcome, in addition to their low level of poiiricuT
organization, reflected the tragic lack of a revolution-
ary leadership, The post-MNavember 25 situation puts
on the agenda a recomposition of the workers movement
and of its political forces. Revolutionary Marxists can
ploy an important role in this process if they are capable
of creating a political reference pole basing themselves

18 During the autumn of 1975 the desynchroniza-

on the limited forces they already command and carry-
ing out @ genuine process of political correction,

This necessitates systematic public intervention deman-
strating the ability of Trotskylst militants to provide

an analysis and perspectives for the development of
struggles, Then they will be able to take part inand
aven stimulate debate ond unity in action within the

far left and woge a political offensive toward the work=
ers of the SP and CP who are disoriented by the policy
of their leadership.

This central political activity will be able to assert its
full political impact only if it is bosed an o permanent
and patient effort toward gaining an implantation in
the broad workers vanguard by winn?rﬁuWﬁﬂ
organization the advanced workers who command a ca-
pacity for initiative ond audacity and are able to

strengthen their influence and autherity among the ranks
of the workers,

In addition, the expansion of the striking force of the
revolutionary Marxists requires the regroupment of all
the Trotskyist forces into a single organization, Portu=
guesa section of the Fourth International. This implies
the attempt by the LCI to establish peierity unity in ac-
tion with the PRT with a view roward fusion.

The Portuguese Trotskyist militants will stand at
19 the heod of mobilizations in solidarity with the

Angolan masses, who are fighting to defend the
independence won through fiffeen years of determined
struggle, They chose the camp of the People's Republic
of Angola against the holy alliance of imperialists,
racists, and local reactionaries. Likewise, they will

suppert the struggle of the FRETILIM against the fnva-
sion of Eost Timor by Indonesian troops.

The links between the struggles of the workers of Spain
and Portugal confer special importance on a compaign
of solidarity with the battles of the proletariat of the
Spanish state against the Juan Carlos regime, given
their objective repercussions on the development of the
situation in Portugal. Moreover, this compaign provides
precious support to the militants of the Spanish revolu-
tion. The close relations that must be established among
the militants of the Iberian peninsula constitute stable
support for this internationalist activity.

Whatever the |imited ebb resulting from the events of
Movember 25, for hundreds of thousands of workers the
Portuguese revolution still incarnates the hope of sa-
cialist revolution in copitalist Europe. In light of the
decisive dates now looming in the course of the Portu=-
guese revolution, the milifant international solidarity
of the workers of Europe with their Porfuguese brothers
and sisters must exert its full weight In determining the
outcome of the coming battles. The Fourth International
will fully participate in the construction of this move=
ment of solidarity, one of the central objectives of
which is the relesse of all militants and soldiers hit by
the repression that followed November 25,0
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PANAMA:

HOUR OF DEFINITION

by GERARDO SOLORZANO

Created in 1903 as a result of an armed intervantion by
the United 5tates, the Republic of Panoma is more de-
pendent on U.5. imperialism than any other country

in Laotin America, If not in the entire world . Historl-
cally, the fate of Panama has always been tied to the
existence of the canal, for the Hay=-Buneau=Varilla
Treaty, which authorized the United Stotes to consfruct
the canal and control the canal zone, came only a few
days after Panama's secession from Colombia, Even to-
day, the entire economic activity of the country is
tightly linked to the canal, In fact, of the nearly 2
million people who Inhabit the country's 75, 650 square
kilometers, half are concentrated In the area of the
canal, as is BD percent of trade and 70 percent of in-
dustry.

The rate of U.S. investment per capita in Panama is
the highest in Latin America: $93 (the average rate
throughout the continent is $50). And this figure does
nat include investment in the "canal zone, " where the
per capita investment rate reaches §5, 8801

Although Panama has experienced the greatest ecoromic
growth of any Latin Americon country during the past
ten years — 8 parcent per yeor — this growth actually
conceals increasing dependence, os is shown, among
ather things, by the fact that the debt of the public
sector has reached §1,000 million; 1f the debt of the
private sector is taken into account, the national debt
exceeds §1, 500 million. And this in a cour‘ry whose

gross national product is §1,000 million. The situation
it thus extremely serious,

Imperialist military presence

Since its creation, Panama has played a decisive role
in imperialist strategy throughout the Latin American
cortinent. In fact, in the Hay=Buneau-Vorilla Treaty,
which was signed on November 18, 1903, Panama ceded
to the United States "in perpetuity"” a ten-mile-wide
strip for the maintenance, functioning, preservation,
and protection of the canal, The United States rapidly
moved to use the “"canal zone" For other purposes and
to control not only the canal but also the country it-
self. There have been many Morth American interven-
tions inte the pelitical life of the country, particularly
armed interventions: 1921, 1525, 1958, 1959, and
1954,

But the American presence in the canal zone not anly
allows the United States to contral the country econom-
ically and militarily; it also allows Washington to ex-
ercise close surveillance over the antire Latin Ameri-
con continent, The troops that collaborated in the over-
throw of various governments in Central America (Ni-
caoragua, Guatemala) left from bases in Ponama. The
"special forces” that collaborated with the Bolivian
army In hunting down Che Guevara's guerrillas in Bo-
livia in 1967 and who fomented the coup in Chile in
1973 left from Panama. For all these activities, the
United States has stationed more than 15, 000 soldiers
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{ond 30,000 civilians) in the territory under its con-
trol; they are divided among the fourteen military bases
that line the canal. In fact, 70 percent of the territary
controlled by the Americans is occupied by military
bases, and total U5, military investment since their
installation in the "canal zone" exceeds §5,000 mil'ion,

It is in the canal zone that we find, omong other things,
the United States Army School of the Americas (USARSA),
batter known under the nome School of the Americas,

As of 1973, this "school, " established in the Fort Gu=~
lick base, hod trained a total of 29,328 soldiers of

Latin American armies (see table). As of the same year,
more than 170 "graduates® of the School of the Ameri-
cas were heads of state, ministers, generals, or chiefs

of the secret services in their respective countries.

"School of the Americos" (USARSA) Ajd*
to Latin American Armies
{from Its Foundation in 1944 to March 1973)

MNumber of
Country Students
Argenting 545
Bolivia ; 2,679
Brazil 340
Chile 1,261
Colombia 2,105
Costo Rico 1,153
Cuba 29
Dominican Republic BO4
Ecuador 2,373
El Salvader 773
Guatemala 1,346
Haiti 50
Honduras 1,726
Mexico 240
MNicaroguo 4 119
Panama 2,472
Paraguay 244
Peru 1,907
Uruguay 647
Venezuela 2,845
TOTAL 29,328

*Figures of the LISARSA

The school Is divided into four departments: Command
Department (which trains military commanders and gen-
eral staffs), Operations Department (civic action, coun=
ter-insurgency, |ungle warfare}, Logistics Department
(secret services, military police, medical aid, and sup-
plies), and Technical Department. Pinochet, Leigh

ond company, ameng others, were trained in this
school (1) Fort Gulick is alse headquarters for mére
than 1,000 members of the Eighth Special Action Forces,
better known under the nome Green Berafs,

Also located in the "canal zone, " ot Quarry Heights,
is the headquarters of the United States Southern Com-
mand (Southeom), which is charged with coordinating
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all military ond secret service activity and with super=
vising all Morth American military oid programs in Latin
America. The Inter-American Air Force Academy, &s-
toblished in 1943, is located at Albrock Air Base, the
U.5. Army Jungle Warfare School is at Fort Sherman,
and the Cartographic Scheal of the Inter-American
Geodetle Survey (LAGS), which tralns specialists in
cartography useful in counterinsurgency, is at Fort Clay=
ton. These are only a few examples of what the Ameri-
can presence in Panamanian territory represents for the
United States military.

Renegotiation of dependence

The problem of the canal has been decisive throughout
the history of relations between the United States and
Panama. The various bourgeois governments that have
successively held power in Panama since 1903 have al-
ways utilized the struggle for Panam aian sovereignty
aver the "canal zone" as a mears of maintaining their
leadership Tn the country, Thus, the revisions of the
1903 treaty made by the Arios-Roosevelt Treaty (1938)
and the Remon-Eisenhower Treaty (1955) represented
nathing but means by which the Panamanian ruling
classes diverted attention from the exploifation to which
the working classes of the country are subject and ob-
tained from imperialism greater participation in the ex-
ploitation of the canal, the only beneficiaries of which
were the ruling classes of both countries, Through their
popular organizations the Ponamanian masses have al-
ways fought against the foreign military presence on
their soil. These struggles have always been emptied

of their content by the collaboration of the Panamanian
ruling elasses with imperialism.

The events of January 9-12, 1964, during which twen-
ty=two Panomanians were killed by American bullets
and mare than 500 were wounded, were the product

of the rise of popular struggles that had been brewing
for many years and of the disoppointed hopes of recov-
ering the canal,

The only immediate result of these events was the open=
ing of new negotiations with the United States over

the problem of the canal. The cutcome of these nego-
tiations was the draft treaty of 1967, which was rejected
by the Panamanian government under popular pressure,
for it maintained the presence of the United States and
its control ever the canal in other forms,

The failure of the negotiations and the deterioration
of the palitical situation within the Panamanian bour-
geaisie led to the military government in 1968; this
government took up where the previous bourgeois gov=-
ernments hod left off on the subject of recavery of the
canal . In fact, the military government had made the
problem of the conal its hobby horse in maintaining
power and winning support among the popular masses
on the basis of the anti-Yankeeism that has always
been deeply felt by the masses. Thus, the Torrijos re-
gime lent a new spirit to the international policy of
the Panamanian state, making the problem of the canal



its driving lance in international bodies and organiza-
tions. The aim: Make the United States concede greater
Panamanian participation in all matters conceming the
eanal .

This nationalist position, typical of the military reform-
ist regimes, allowed the Torrijos government to lend
itself the image of o progressive regime omong interng=
tional public opinion, going so far as to call jtself "rev=
olutionary." s there any need ta demonsirate that it
was in fact nothing of the kind, despite the sanction
given it by Cuba?

WA IPANTEYMER BETURK TO RARRACKS IN CANAL JONE AFTER EXERCISEN

Military “reformism”

Brought to power in 1988 through a coup that overthrew
the government of Arnulfo Arias (representative of the
interests of the traditional oligarchy), which had been
installed only eleven days before {in October), the of=-
ficers hod taken advantage of the crisis of hegemany

of the local bourgesisie. The repression against the
progressive popular groups was not lang in coming: the
student movement, the trade unions, and especially

the entire closs of toilers became targets of persecution.
During the first year of the military government, arrests,
deportations, and disappearances of leoders of left or-
ganizations reached their height. Then, during the pe-
riod 1970-71, with the adoption of the strategy of the
mi“h:ry reformist regimes, the MNational Guard (the
armed forces of the country) tried to become an instru-
ment of social and political reorganization. To do this
the Mational Guord was compelled to alter its relatioms
with the various political sectors of the country and

falt the need to incorporate some of them into the gove
ermment. At the end of 1970 the Military Junta estab-
lished relatively close relations with the Portido del
Pueble Panameno (PPP — Party of the Panamanian Peo-
ple, the pro-Moscow Communist party) within the frame-
work of a thought-aut policy of neutralizing the popu-
lar masses, an organized and disciplined sector of which
was represented by the PPP, And in fact, the accord
between the officers and the PPP hod the onticipated
offect of demobilization. It practically, although tem-
porarily, put an end to the popular resistance to the
military regime that had been provoked by the govern-
ment's policy during the First year after the coup. The

"guerrilla" movements were eliminated and the major
cadres of the MLIN=29-X1 were forced inte axile, ()

Thus, the MNational Guard tried o establish an economic
and political program corresponding to the role the in-
ternational division of labor accords Panama as o tran=
sit zone and as an economy that has historically devel-
oped on the basis of supply of services and financial
circulation,

The ground was cleared for making Panoma an interna-
tienal financial center(3), for "modernizing” the struc=
turas of national production within the framework of
"developmentism" (desarrollisme). The most aggressive
caopitalist sector was favored to the detriment of the
traditional sectors, This sifuation favored the sectors

in which work is not very stable and simultanecus!y
weakened the labor force used for temporary work .

Capital invesiments were oriented toward the most dy-
nomic sectors, while at the same time a new labor code
permitted an increcse in the number of members of the
trade unions, within which the stte exercised o more
direct control, The relationship of forces foverable to
this operation was maintained by the influx of capital
inta the couniry.

The nationalist policy of the military regime led by
General Omar Torrijos corresponds to the new relation-
ship of forces structured around the crisis of hegemony
of the ruling ¢lass. The realization of the reformist
project requires a popular base; the government was

to build 1ts popular support an two pillars: First, o
brood mass of peasants, dispened, lacking in pelitical
organization, and without any class program. The orga-
nization was created by the government in 1972 with
the formation of the Asomblea de Representantes de
Corregimientos (Assembly of Corregimientos Represen-
tatives) .(4) Second, a well-defined party organization
(the PPP) that controls the leading workers codres in
work centers of relatively low productivity. The
petty-bourgeois origin of the PPP leaders facilitated
the porty's relations with sectors such as the stote bu-
reaucracy or the intellectual and student milieu.

Kole of the student movement

The student movemant is one of the most octive seciors
on the political scene. Infact, there has been a tradi-
tion of student struggle in Panama for several years.
This elassic manifestation of the petty bourgeoisie fs
linked o the problems inherent in a society with an
"underdeveloped " economy and a dependent political
structure. At certain times, all the contradictions of
society moy be summed up in the mass of students.

During the years 1972-75 the student movement did
not ga through o strong development. This was due
both to the repression 1t suffered during the =arly years
of the regime and to the profound division caused by
the dynomic stimulated by the mest "modernist” sec-
tors of the dependent bourgesisie.



The bourgeoisie's project was implemented by the gov-
emment by basing itself on the student sector grouped
around the Federacién de Estudiantes de Panomd (FEP
— Student Federation of Ponama), controlled by the
PPP. The FEP was charged with mobilizing support for
the class project of the bourgeoisie in accordance with
the pact established ot the end of 1970,

MNevertheless, in September 1974 the leadership of the
FEP abandoned the PPP, Since then, it has increasingly
become an organization in the service of the military
regime and hence in the service of the interests of the
bourgecisie, Its unconditional support to the government
led it to leave the contradiction that defines class rela-
tions under capitalist society out of its analysis. By re-
jecting this fundamental and-classic contradiction, it
sought to justify its new pesitions by identifying new
enemies. These new enamies were not class enemies but
rather enemies of the "revolutionary process directed

by General Torrijos, " an abstraction that seeks to estab-
lish o false relation between the real and the concrete.
Their tactical alllance with one faction of the ruling
class became an alliance with the strategic objectives
of that faction.

Repression hegins

With the first serious signs of political crisis = no treaty
with the United States, 25 percent Increase in the cost
of living, international economic crisis — the reaction
of the ruling sectors was directed against those sectors
that appeared most critical of the regime: the closs
enemies of the bourgeoisie.

Nevertheless, the most coherently manifested expres-
sions of critical sectors did not appear among the orga-
nizations of the working class itself. The organization
of the proletariot is a permanent process and its contra=
dictions are not resolved so long as class society is not
liquidated, In the context of this process, what the
groups with fascist tendencies (such as the leadership

of the FEP) proposed was the destruction of groupings
eritical of the regime and capable of giving on impetus
to the class organization that would counterpose secial-
ist revolution to reactionary viclence. They attocked
the organizations that, despite many difficulties, were
working with the exploited classes in their battle to or-
ganize themselves politically, Hence their repeated at-
tacks on the organizations active at the university (es-
pecially in the law school) and cerfain high schools (In-
stituto Naclonal, for example) in the struggle for a
eritical, combative, and independent student move=
ment.{5) Hence also their attacks on the communico=
tion media that identified with popular struggles and

all those who were acting in defense of the interests of
the working class in one form or another. And we must
not overlook their armed attack against militants of the
PPP last October.

But the real interests of the warking class are not modi-
fied by the rightist deviations of the FEP and the PPP.
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In spite of its relative weakness — a weakness that in
the final analysis will not prevent it from being the
motor force of the new society that will overcome the
contradictions of class society — the working class
gains strength in its struggle against the enemies it con=
fronts in the course of its movement toward final eman-
cipation, These enemies have been able to develop
thanks to the interests of other classes that obscure the
perspective of the working class and thanks to the ob-
sence of analyses of concrete situations, which leads
to dogmatism and sectarianism and sometimes to the
mast aberrant opportunism.

The bourgeoisie has fortified its strategy through its
palicy of military reformism. Because of the Bonapartism
of the regime, the closs struggle is masked by @ policy
of anti=imperiolist demagogy, while ot the same time
capitalism increasingly penetrates into the very heart

of Panamanian society. The historic struggle of the Pa-
namanian people for the recovery of the canal is di-
verted from its final goal by the propesal for "national
recovery, " Under the slogan of national unity the Bona-
partist regime, with the collaboration of the Commu-
nist party, tries ot all costs to contral the rise of strug-
gles that in the final analysis result from an economic
and social policy that increasingly strikes at the ex-
ploited classes and from the foilure fo reach a treaty
with the United Stotes on the question of the canal.

On this subject it must be recalled that while the revo-
lutionary organizations put forward the slogan of the
total withdrawal of American military boses, the Bona-
partist regime and the CP agree to the maintenance of
three of these bases.

Among the revelutionary organizations that have emerged
from the rise of strugglet, the Froccidn Socialista Reve=
lucionaria (F5R = Revolutionary Socialist Faction), o
Trotskyist organization that arcse in May 1975, is strug-
gling for the development of a revolutionary vanguard

on the basis of anticapitalism and anti-imperialism with

a view toward the construction of a revolutionary party
as an instrument of struagle for the overthrow of the cap-
italist system.

The FSR, which came out of the student sector, has

since developed its interventions amang the workers,
which has lent it an important role within the revolu-
tHonary vanguard in Panama. It recently held its First
eongress (in February), during which it adopted the

name Ligo Socialista Revolucionaria (L5R) ond decided
on the principle of affiliating to the Fourth International.

The analysis made by the comrades of the LSR during
their congress draws attention to the rightist turn now
being made by the Bonapartist regime under its guise

of left nationalism and to the repression that threatens
to fall on Panomanian revolutionaries during coming
months. We call upon revelutionary Marxists through-
out the world to support the struggle of the Ponamanian
people for national and social liberation and to respond
with active solidarity to any attock against the demo-
cratic rights of the workers and revolutionary organizo-
tions in Ponama.
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FOOTNOTES:

1. Six of the officers who carried out the Septem-
ber 1973 coup in Chile hod graduated from the School
of the Americas with the highest grodes: the director
of intelligence services, and the commanders of the
second Infantry division, the logistical support division
of Santiago, the third infantry division of Concepecién,
the engineering school of Tejas Verdes, and the school
of troops and special forces of Santiago (see Mew Yark
Times, Cctober 23, 1973). In oddition, the four lead=
erns of the junta received military training both in the
United States and in the canal zone {see Newsweek,
Movember 24, 1973},

2, MLN=29-X1: Movimiento de Liberacién Na-
cional=29 de MNoviembre — National Liberation Moyve-
ment=MNovember 29, an organization that came cut of
the fusion of several groups that had left the PPP in
1962; it fought the military regime for two years, using
bath urban and rural guerrille warfare.

3. It should be pointed out that the currency in Pa-
nama is the American dollar. |n addition, let us nate
that there are eighty-two foreign banks in Panema foday.

4. The Republic of Panoma is divided into nine prov-
inces and one comamue (an sdministrative unit includ-
ing saveral islands), Each province isdivided into dis-
tricts | there are sixty=-four of these in all) and these
are divided into corregimientos (which are sorts of mu-
nicipalities). There are o total of 505 corregimientos
in the country, and each has a representative in the
Assembly.

3. These organizations are: Circulo Camile Torres
[CCT — Camile Torres Circle); Guaykucho; Frente Es=
tudiantil Revolueionarie (FER — Rewvolutionary Student
Frent); Fraccifn Socialista Revolucionaria (F5R — Reva-
lutionary Socialist Faction),

TOWARD THE
SOCIALIST

REVOLUTION

The following article, announcing the founding of
the Fraccién Socialista Revolucionario, appeared

in the June 1975 issue of Revalucién Socialista. 4

The Fraccidn Sociolista Revolucionario (FSR — Revolu=
tionary Socialist Faction) is a recently formed revolu=-
tionary organization. It results from a split of three-
fourths of the members of the Circulo Camilo Torres
{CCT — Camilo Torres Circle), who found it difficult
to carry out activity among the students, workers, and
‘peasants within the CCT,

The F5R emerges at a time when the historical condi-
tions of the period are marked by a rise of mass strug-
gles natienally and internationally. Internationally,
the class struggle is sharpening considerably., It is the
hour of the Vietnamese revolutionaries, the situation
in Portugal, the workers struggles in Eurcpe, the eco-
nemic crisis of capitalism, and the crisis of bourgecis
leedership. |n Panama all this is combined with the in-
ability either of the revisionism and reformism of the
Communist parties or of foquismo (the heritage of petty~-
bourgeois romanticism, which reduces the Cuban axpo=
rience to its purely military aspect) to offer a response
capable of giving leadership to the explosions of class
strugale,

Mationally, bourgesis reformism, which has been gov=
erming since 1968, attempts to calm down the existing
class struggle through Bonepartism and a policy of anti-
imperialist demagogy, while at the same time allowing
capitalism to penetrate to the very depths of every pore
of our society. The historic struggle of gur pecple to
recover their major natural resource, the canal, has
been diverted from its real goal, with the regime pro-
pasing national and not social recovery.,

The peosont movement has alse been diverted from its
major struggles, in the name of carrying out o foke
agrarian reform. Through lending support to fascistic
sectors (the leadership of the national student federa=
tion), the government has tried to mire the student move=
ment in confusion, thus preventing it from coming for-
ward to carry out its mest important political action in
the histery of our country.,

As for the working closs, although organizationally
fragmented and subject to the iron ideclogical control
of the bourgecisie and reformism, it is now exerting
pressure on the bureoucracy and is seeking to resist the
deterioration of its material conditions and fo preserve
its rights.

The FSR emerges as a necessity posed by the class shrug=
gle for the comstruction of an erganization capable of
lending coherence to the socialist alternative, Ideclog-
ically, this means a realignment that breaks with the
heritage of petty-bourgenis romanticism ard differen-
tiates ifself from the revisionism of the Communist par-
ties and their practices of reform and conciliation,

The FSR proposed the convergence of various advanced
groups, militants, and cadres of the werking class inte
the nucleus of a party.

There is a prevalent noticn among some sectors thar the
formation of so many leftist organizations s bad, that
this faments division, that there are not sufficient dif-
ferences to justify such a situation. These views are
widespread, especially among the petty bourgeoisie.
These opinions are based on the failure to understand
that the existence of different political erganizatiors
is @ consequence of the division of society into classes
and does not at all depend on the good or ill will of

individuals.



Thus, the raot of the differences on tactics, strategy,
and programmatic conceptions lies in the class struggle.

Maony differences that ot first glance appear 1o be mat=
ters of nuance actually have deep implications. The
experience of Chile offers a complete mange of sxum-
ples in this respect. How should the misnamed middle
class be dealt with? How ro struggle ogainst the liberal
revolution? These problems were resolved in o reform=-
ist and not revclutionary manner, From the standpoint
of the petty bourgecisie and not the praletariat. The
result is well known: Imperialism and the bourgecisie
found propitious ground for preparing the massacre of
the Chilean working class and revelutionary movement.

Those who say that what is needed in Panoma is o dam-
ocratic revalution and not o socialist revelution exhibit
total ignorance of the reality of the country,

They ossert that the problems facing tha masses in Pan-
ama derive more from the deficiency of copitalist de=-
velopment and the obstacles erected by feudal and
semifeudal structures than from the very effects of the
bourgecis system of explaitation and demination thal
exists in our country,

Those who propose a bourgeois-democratic revolution
suppese that imperialism is on external phenomenon
against which all classes of the nation, all the people,
must strugale. They fail to realize that imperialism is
solidly linked fo the internal structure of the country
ard is associated with the bourgecisie. They ignore the
fact that in Panama, as in any country in Latin America
the struggle against imperialism is inevitably linked to
the struggle against the "national" bourgenisie.

L

The F3R maintains that the class that is the decisive
force in the process of revolutionary transformation is
the working class. It is the stuggle for the destruction
of the capitalist economic system that is on the agenda.

What is serious about the potitions of democratic revo-
lution is that they reflect themselves in political atti=
tudes within the workers movement and other sectors,
attitudes which advocate conciliation with the bour-
geoisie (national unity).

In erder to resalve the economic and social problems
and build sacialism, it is first of all necessary to con-
struct o political power that concretizes workers damoc-
rocy.

That is what the bourgesisie and imperialism oppose.

The FSR calls for o strugale against copitalism and im-
perialism and their objective allies, reformism and op=-
portunism.

The people will crush the ClA, COMNEP, CAPAC|
Military bases out|
Socialist revolution or caricature of revalution!

Panoma, June 26, 1975
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IRELAND

DUBLIN
GOVERNMENT
TOADDTO
REPRESSIVE
ARSENAL

by STEVE MacDONOGH

In 1969, follewing pogroms against Catholic areas in
MNorthern lreland by the Royal Wster Constabulary (RUC)
ond pro~imperialist Pratestant mobs, Jock Lynch, then
Tociseach (prime minister) of the Dublin government,
maved troops to the border and announced: "We shall
not stand idly by."

It wos a gesture Forced on him by overwhelming mass
solidarity in the southern, twenty=six county state with
the struggle in the Morth., But as a sang of the time re-
corded:

Well, Jack Lynch came out Fram Dublin
And he hod ten thousand men

He marched them up fo the barder

And he marched them home again. . . .

He sits on ! s ass in Dublin
And | hope he does enjoy
Selling out his country

For he's England's little boy.

In a serse, Jack Lynch and his Fianna Foil government
did not stand idly by; they embarked on o compaign

of arrests and horassment of the defender of the Catho=
lic ghettoes in the North, the Irish Republican Army
(IRA}. Mot content with the wide-ranging powers of o
revived war-time emergency law (which had been possed
in 1939, the regime in the Irish Republic enacted fur-
ther repressive legislation.

But becouse of the importance of Republican rhetoric
in Fignna Fail's electoral base and because of the Re-
publican sympathies not only of its supporters but alio
of elements among its public representatives, the com-
prador bourgeoisie did not regard Fienna Fail as the
mest reliable force in carrying out a policy of full col=




laboration with British imperialism. In the general elec-
tion of 1973 Flanna Fail wos defeated by a Fine=Gael/
Labour coalition.

Since then, the use of non-jury courts 16 sentence Re-
publicans to jail terms for alleged IRA membership has
continued steadily, the budget and monpower of the
armed forces have been increased massively, and the
police force, especially the Special Branch, has been
expanded , More and more, the Free State Army has
been used to back up the Garda Siochana (police forcel,
and regular collaboration between the “security forces"
of the Irish Republic and those of British imperialism

has been developed ,

But one of the demands of the British government and

in particular of Tk generals has proved difficult for the
Dublin government to grant, Essentially, the demand

is for the jailing of Republicans who are alleged to have
escapéd to the South after guerrilla actions in the MNorth,
At first, the answer was ssen in the extradition of these
militants to the North: but the laws of the twenty=six
counties prohibit extradition for "crimes" of o political
nature. |n addition, any attempt to alter the extradition
laws could have fallen ofoul of the state's constitution,
which claims jurisdiction over the northern, six=county
stata,

Thus, the British government lounched a carefully or-
chestrated propaganda campaign arcund its demands

and insisted that they be incorporated info the "Sun-
ningdale Agreement." (The main provision of this agree-
ment was a form of "power-sharing" between Protestants
and Catholics in o northern executive,) Although all

the other provisions of the Sunningdale Agreement were
scrapped ofter the May 1974 reactionary “strike” of

the loyalist Ulster Workers' Council, the D.blin govern-

ment nonetheless announced in November 1574 that it
would press ahead with legislation ogainst "fugitive of=
fenders” (that is, Republicans). In January 1976 the
Senate passed the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Bill, The
bill has not yer been passed by the Daoil (parliament),
ord in any case, if 1t does pass it is expected fo be re-
ferred to the Supreme Court in view of the widespread
contention that the bill is unconstitutional .

The provisions of the bill are remarkably extensive.

Any persors who flee to the South ofter escaping from

a prison comp in the North = including persons held

on remand — can be charged in the South and sentenced
by a nen-jury Special Criminal Court to up to seven
years' imprisonment, Under the bill's terms, all coses
would be taken before the Special Criminal Court, but
evidence from witnesses in the MNorth {such as the RUC
and the British army) could be token in the MNorth by
similar non=jury courts.

The accused would have the right to be present in the
Meorth when evidence is given, but would remain in

the custody of the RUC throughout the taking of evi-
dence, Here it must be borne in mind that members of
the minority ("Catholic") community in the North are
heavily discriminated against in the judicial system in
the MNorth and that torture has been and still is regularly
practiced in RUC detention canters, As the Irish Con-
gress of Trode Unions (ICTU) observed in a reselution
calling for the scrapping of the bill passed at their An-
nual Delegate Conference last summer, "It is highly un=
likely that the accused will go info the MNorth to exgm-
ine the witnesses against him and squally unlikely that
the witnesses will come into the South te give evidence,
In foct, therefore, written evidence would be produced
at a trial which connot be subjected to appropriote scru=
tiny., "

The bill alse outhorizes any civilian in the South to ar-
rest anyone believed to have committed an offense in
the Morth. The effect of this prevision weuld be to le-
galize actions by loyalist gangs aimed at kidnapping
Republicans in the South. This possibility is not ot all
far-fetched. At the moment, three loyalists are in jail
in the South on charges of trying to kidnap Seamus Frow,
an Armogh man, in Monaghan last year. (Frew was later
shat by the RUC in Armagh.) Under the bill (section
19}, these loyalists could be congratulated for perform=
ing a public service.

Another sinister aspect of this vicious piece of legisla-
tion is that it drastically increases penalties for many
offenses in the South, which does not even have any-
thing to do with the declared purpese of the bill. Seven
sections of the bill redefine existing laws and extend
their application; in so doing they go well beyend the
scope of "terrorist-type" offanses. Section & of the bill,
for example, amends the definition of burglary fo in-
clude, among other things, entering a building as a
trespasser with intent to steal or do damage to the build=
ing. The bill provides for sentences of up to fourteen
years' imprisanment for these offenses, Section 10 states
that hijacking a vehicle is punishable by fifteen years'

FE
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imprisonment. The term "vehicle" includes everything
from o bicycle to a hovercraft.

A recurring feature of the bill's provisions is its greater
concern For property than for human rights. One exam-
ple: precisely the same penalty is provided for doing
Yunlowful damage" to a bullding and for “roping a wom-
an therein.” Again, section & defines aggrovated bur-
glary as burglary with q firearm, an imitation of o fire-
arm, or anything that could be used os a weapon and
makes the offense punishable by life imprisonment,
which is the penalty for most types of murder.

Opposition to the bill

Since the defeat of the campaign against the "fercible
entry bill" in 1970 (a campaign that brought thousands
of trade unionists into the streets), the trode-union move-
ment kas dane |ittle ta fight repressive laws. True, most
trade uniers and the |rish Congress of Trade Unicns have
vated reselutions placing their opposition to repressive
legislation on record, But little action has arisen from
these resolutions. Further, aver since the rise of the
struggle in the Morth, the Republican Movement has
been reluctant to take on the Southern stote, The oppo=
sitien of the Previsionals to the Criminal Law (Jurisdic=
tion) Bill has been almost exclusively restricted to ar-
ticles in An Phoblacht, their newspaper. In particular,
the Provos have never organized their base within the
trade unions, which is considerable numerically. As

one member of the Provos — o shop steward who led

150 men off a construction site In solidarity with Frank
Stagg before his death in a British jail — remarked in
an interview with the newspaper of the Revolutionary
Marxist Group, Irish section of the Fourth International:
“|t's no good expecting on immediate response from pec=
ple in a crisis sitvaton unless you've werked for it be-
fore, | fael that this is something that the Republican
Movement isn't really oware of. They were, for instance,
impressed by the march and realised ifs worth, but only
afterwards, And this hasn't pushed them, so far, to re-
consider their attitude to work in the working class. "
Thus, the Provos have been unable o exploit the fact
that many unions have farmally come out against the
bill to transform this formal oppesition into positive ac-
tan.

The Official Sinn Fein, on the other hand, does have
o form of trade=union intervention, but it is geared to
economic guestions and the Official militants tend te
avoid such questions as repression, Similarly, the Com-
munist party of Ireland has never shown any inclination
ta fight on the question of repression.

The orientation of the Reveluticnary Marxist Group is
twofold. Since they regard the mobilization of trade
unionists as the most important factor, the RMG ofili-
tants tried to get trade-union bodies to sponsor @ march
ogainst the CLJB. This waos successful, despite the very
strong tendency of the trade-union movement (shared

by the Stalinist parties) to stick purely to economic
questiors. The Dublin District Council of the Irish Trans-
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port and General Workers Union (by far the largest Irich
trode union) passed a resolution calling for o demonstra-
tion at Leinster House (the parlioment building), o moss
lobby of the Dail on the day of the vate on the bill,
and similar action by all unions affiliated to the Dublin
Council of Trode Unions. This resolution was alse possed
by the Dublin Council of Trade Unions.

Frem the start, it has been clear that the frade-union
bureaucrats had little enthusiasm for the march, and
even up to the last minute it looked like they might
call it off. But as it turned out, a sufficient number of
people hod been mobilized (not by the bureaucrats, of
course) 1o make the demonstration a success of some
significance.

Additional maves within the trade-union movement were
made by the Socialist Workers Movement (which is
linked to the International Socialists in Britain) and

the League for o Workers Republic (Lambertists), each
of which organized o seporate petition calling upen
Laobour representatives to oppose the bill.

The second aspect of the RMG's orientation has been

ta try to forge unity in action between the Republican
and Socialist organizations, The emergence of the Irish
Republican Socialist party (IRSP) in December 1974 as

o split from the Officials offered the potential of in-
creasing the possibilities for united action both North
ond South, But the IR5P quickly retreated into a defan-
sive attitude toward the far=left groups ard rejected
proposals for united action in favor of o series of very
small street mestings of their ewn. Monetheless, o
United Campaign Against the Criminal Law (Jurisdic-
tion) Bill has been formed; it includes the Irish Civil
Rights Association, People's Democrocy, the Revelu-
Honary Marxist Group, the Socialist Workers Movement,
the League for o Workers Republic, and others; a pam-
phlet has been produced and pickets and o public meet-
ing have been held.,

The fact that trade unionists have marched against the
bill in Dublin provides a basis for building further op=
pasition. Revolutionary Marxists will work to exert pres-
sure on frodes councils and other trade=-union bedies to
take action and o educate their membership: obout the
importance and dongers of repressive legislation., The
wave of revulsion that has swept all of Ireland after the
death of Frank Stagg in a British prison wos yet another
sharp demonstration of the continuing determination of
the lrish masses to expel British imperialism from the
island; one of the important aspects of this struggle is
precisely the fight against the southern Irish bourgeoi-
sie's collaboration with British imperialism, collabore-
tion that extends to aiding the imperialists in the physi-
cal and political repression of the anti-imperialist move-
ment. The sauthern state already has one of the toughest
penal codes in Europe, and the Criminal Law (Jurisdic=-
tion) Bill Is on attempt to make it even tougher. Inter-
national opposition to the Dublin government's vielation
of basic civil rights can provide valuable support to so-
cialists and Republicans in their struggle in Ireland it=
self.0J




CRISIS OF THE
RK REGIME

by 0. OZUKA

The final liberation of Saigon and the victory of the
three Indochinase revolutions in Vietnam, Cambodia,
and Lacs meant the total defeat of the U.5, countarrev-
slutionary intervention in Indochina. This defeat has
deep and direct implications for the Pocific Asian re-
gion,

U.5. imperialism hod build up it counterrevolutionary
milTtary structure in the reglon during and after the
Korean War around three main axes: a) hestility toward
the new Chinese workers state with a direct military
threat against China in order to block the liberation

of Talwan; b) confrontation with the |ndochinese ravo-
lution through propping up the openly counterrevalu-
tionary Diem puppet regime; ¢) confrontation with the
Morth Korean, Chinese, and Soviet workers states in
the Korean peninsula through direct U.5, military pres=
ence in South Korea and the maintenance of the South
Korean puppet regime as a military semicolonial state
serving os a militory outpost. The whole complex of
military treatiss between U. 5, imperialism ond other
countries in the region was uniformly under U.5. he-
gemony . All the U.5. military bases and armed forces,
os well os the U.5. Seventh Fleet, were deployed in
keaping with this structure of the U.5. confrontation
strategy in the Pocific Asian region.

In spite of the intense presure of U.5. imperialism,
the South Vietnamese liberation struggle made the first
revolutionary break through in the struagle for power
since the Korean cease-fire and the Geneva accords,
In the middle of the 19&0s, the struggle between reva-
lution and counterrevolution in South Vietnam became
a decisive interpational confrontation batween the In=-
dochinese liberation struggle and U.S. imperialism,
which mobilized its entire politico=military structure
in the region far ifs direct intervention in Indoching
and thus committed this structure 1o a real test of strength.
By 1947-68 it became clear that LU.5, imperialism was
unable to halt the Vietnamese revolution and by 1972
it was clear that the Vietnamese liberation struggle had
established a relationship of forces favering the final
victary of the Indechinese revalution.

With the crisis of the U.5. counterrevolutionary inter-
vantion in Indoching in 1972, the U.S. made o turn

in its policy toward China, dropping its past palicy of
hostility and making an active approach o Peking.
L.5. imperialism granted de facho recegnition to the
Pacpla's Replblic of China, sealed by Nixon's trip to
Peking in 1972, The Chinese bureaucracy thus sacrificed
the support of the heroic struggle of the three Indochi-
nese peoples to its own narrow national interests, But
the U.S. recognition of the People's Republic of China
was above all a by=-product of the victorious struggle

of the Indochinese peoples, The change in U.5. foreign
policy toward China wos o clear confession on the part
of U.5S. imperialism of the basic failure of the countar=
revolutionary confrontationist policy it had been carry-
ing out in the region since the outbreak of the Korean
War. The policy of hostility toward China hod in fact
been broken by the advances of the Indochinese libera-
tion struggle in 1972 -73.

The smashing of the Indochinese axis of the U.5. coun-

terrevolutionary structure in the Pacific Asian region

by the victory of the three Indochinese peoples in 1975

has created an entirely new situation throughout South=-
east Asia, The U.5. military forces have become a stra-
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tegic rearguard for the neccolonialist regimes of ASEAN
[ Association of Southeast Asian Mations, which includes
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, and the
Philippines). The retreat of the direct U.5. counterrev=
olutionary intervention has meant that the Southeast
Asian neccolenial regimes are now the front line fecing
both the newly ri:ing?gngulur movements in the area
and the victorious Indachinese revolution.

Thus, of the three axes of the traditional U.5. counter-
revolutionary structure in the region, the anti=Chinese
axis had been drostically altered and the Indochiness
axis had been destroyed, Only the Korean axis remained
as before, And now, with the deep crisis of the dicta-
torial Pork regime in South Korea, this third axis of
U.5. imperialist strategy is radically shaken.

Since the Korean War, the Republic of Korea (ROK)
has served U, S, imperialism a5 a military neccolonial
state. Its neocalonial essence reflected in its lack of
any real socioaconomic base, its total suppression of
the population, and its complete sacrificing of the live
ing conditions of the toiling masses in favor of its deadly
anticommunist politico-military confrontation with the
Morth Korean workers state: in this canfrontation it is
backed up by its 500, 000-strong army and the U.5.
military presence, U.5. imperlalism has given substan-
tial financial aid to the ROK to enable it to maintain
its repressive apparatus and especially its army, while
the South Korean economy is in full decay,

The dietatorial regime of Syngman Rhee was overthrown
in 1960 by an uprising of the urban masses initiated by
the students, Throughout 1960 and 1961 broad social
mobilizations continued against the "liberal" govemn-
ment of Chon Myan that had come to power after new
elections. The development of this brood social mebili=
zation of the South Korean urban foilers, initiated and
led by the student movement, threatened the very finan-
cial structure of the military neoccolonlalist state, which
was completely dependent on the support of Washington.
A strong process of palitical centralization cceurred
among the mobilized urban masses, expressed in the
central slogan for o "peaceful unification of all Korea."
The campaign for unification on the port of the South
Karean masses, although deeply pacifist and populist,
was a clear and fundamental challenge to the very na-
ture of the military neccolonialist state and its role in
the U.S. anticommunist and counterrevelutionary struc-
ture in the Pacific Asian region. The unification of
Keorea is possible only through the bregking of the neo-
coloniol subordination of South Korea to the .5, im-
perialist military structure, the dissalution of the goun-
terrevolutionary army of the ROK, and the destruction
of the military neocolonial state jiealf,

In May 1941 a group of army officers around Park Chung

Hee organized o preventive coup d'éfat aimed at de-
fending the military neocolonialist nature of the ROK
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and established a military dictatorship. One of the
reasons for the downfall of the Syngman Rhee regime
in 1940 had been the decrease in U.5, "free economic
aid" to the ROK during the late 1950s, As a military
neocolonialist state divided from the MNarth, South
Korea has ne indigenous economic base. Despite this,
the ROK army has to be maintained as the core of the
state. This wos the real objective basis of the crisis of
the ROK in the early 1940s. The solution adopted by
the Park dictatership later in the 1960s was an attempt
to transform the military neccolonial stote into o genu-
inely neocolonial one, that is, to attempt to build up
an industrial economy as o supplement to the milirary
neocolonial aspect of the state, Tntroducing foreign
credits and copital into South Korea,

In the late 1980s and early 1970s, Jopanese imperialism
and its expanding economy played o vital rele in the
Park dictatorship's economic project. Under the Syngman
Rhee regime in the 19503, there had been no official
relations between the ROK and Japan, and trode be=
tween them was minimal. In 1985, against the strang
and persistent resistance of the South Korean students
and urban masses, the Park regime and the Jopanese
government signed a treaty opening official relations.
The ROK-Japan treaty was denounced by the opposition
os an ottempt to perpetuate the national division of Ko~
rea through a new neocolonial suberdination of the ROK
to lopanese imperialism. This is exactly what happened,
The ROK economy reolized significont initial industri=
alization, ot least quantitatively, os a result of its po-
sition os o fringe=economy of the Jopanese economy,
which was rapidly expanding in the international capl-
talist market in the lote 1940t and early 1970s. ROK
exports of industrial products such os textiles, transis-
tors, electrical oppliances; plywood, stc., Increased
very rapidly from almost negligible amounts in the early
1960s. These exports went mainly to the Unjted States
and Jopan, The development of the ROK export indus-
tries in those years covered the decrease in direct U.S.
financial support, but with an accompanying increase
of International debtand without contributing to im=
proving the general living standard of the South Korean
toiling masses. Thus, the rather extensive industrializa=
Hon in the ROK has not produced any new popular so=-
cial base for the regime, but hos renewed a strong anti=
Jopanese consciousness among the South Karean masses,
Finally, the economy of the ROK has become defini-
tively dependent on the Japanese imperialist economy
and extremely vulnerable to the ups and downs of the
international copitalist economy.

L

While the ROK developed its economic subordination

to the Jopanese imperialist economy in order to produce
its "modern" export industry os a means of financing

the army and the state, it remained dependent on the
general confrontation policy of U.S. imperialism against
"Asion Communism, " which is the fundamental basis

for the existence of the South Korean army.
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Tha worldwide application of the new U.5, interna=
tional policy initisted by the Kennedy administration
reached its culmination in U.5. imperialism's direct
military intervention in Indoching, which mobilized

the entire politico-military structure established in
Pacific Asia, including combat units of the South Ko-
rean army. The first result was the impasse of the U.5,
military intervention in 196758, a reflection of the
historic limits finally reached by U.5. imperialism in

its counterrevalutionary copacity against the tomality

of anticopitalist farces in the werld, including the work=
ers states, led by the armed liberation struggle of the
peoples of Indochina. This historic turn in U.5. coun=
terrevolutionary capacity opened a new period in the
basie crisis of the Park regime, signalled by the reap-
pearance of the Sauth Korean student movement in 1948-
&9, whose opposition to the Park regime received the
sympathy of the urban masses.

The second stage of the crisis of U.5. military interven=
tion in Indochina was the great spring offensive of the
libaration forces in 1972, which forced Washington to
drop its palicy of hostility to Chino and to send Kissin-
ger to Peking in search of the traitorous diplomatic sup~
port of the Chinese government. Kissinger's Peking trip
was o shock to the anticommunist Park regime. Park im=
mediately sent his top ogent fo the "enemy capital"” of
Pyengyang and a jeint statement of the governments of
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Re-
public of Korea was issued in which bath governments

granted de facto recognition fo each other and agreed
*o discuss the question of national reunification. This
joint statement of 1972 was a cleor indication that even
the Park regime had recognized that the fundamental
change in the relationship of forces between U.5. im-
perialism and the East Asian revolution meant that the
U.5. counterrevolutionary structures in the Pacific
Asian region were not strong encugh to support the ROK
indefinitely,

For the South Korean teiling masses, openly posing the
question of national reunification in the joint statemant
inevitably raised the question of the military neccolo-
nial nature of the ROK itself. The crisis of the South
Korean regime entered'o higher stage, and the Park dic-
totorship declared the "October Restoration” and the
presidential emergency decrees, highly concentrating
administrative executive powers in the hands of "Presi-
dent" Park and strengthening brutal secret palice repras-
sion against all oppesition movements and individuals,
both inside and outside South Karea,

The total vietery of the Indachinese revelution further
deepened the crisis of the Park regime. Immediately
after the liberation of Saigon last year the dictatorship
unleashed a hysterical anticommunist campaign and de-
clared a "war-time amergency" rule. The entire male
population under fifty, including all male students,
have been forced to serve in civil milimary units; that
is, they have been placed under the military discipline
of the regime and are deprived of any semblance of
democratic rights.

IV.

The last axis of the U.S. confrontationist military struc-
ture in the Pacific Asian region Is now in full crisis.

The South Korean stete has been maintained on the as-
sumption that U.5. impericlism would succeed in pre-
serving its role in the forefront of the counterrevalu=-
tionary drive against "Asian Communism." MNow that
U.5. imperialism has been forced to retreat from this
role, it is gbsolutely out of the question that Japanese
imperialism can reploce it os a prop for the ROK, de-
spite the enormous growth of the Japanese economy.

Faced with this new situation, U.5. imperialism is now
searching for a means by which to "decrease hostility"
between South and Morth Korea and to "disengage" its
military forces from South Korea. The general outlines
of Kissinger's solution to the Korean question are quite
clear: to expand the U.5, "détente” policy with China
and the Seviet Union to include the Democratic Pecple's
Republic of Korea, to grant international recognition

to the DFRK from the imperialist camp in exchange for
recagnition of the Republic of Korea by the workers
state in the North, to "nomalize and pacify” relations
between the ROK and the DPRK. Finally, within that
international framework, the aim is to change the char-
acter of the ROK from a military neocolanic! state to

a "nermal” neocclonial state, which means keeping
South Korea in the international capitalist camp through
the domination of its economy by Japanese imperialism
and perpetuating the national division of Korea through
the international framework of détente between the cap-
italist world and the bureaucratized workers states.

In principle, the Soviet government has no objections
to the general formula of a détente-type solution to
the Korean question, It is a matter of timing and de-
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pends on the capacity of Washington and Tokyo to re=
solve the present crisis of the Park regime. Recently,
the Soviet government has granted USSR entry visas to
Seuth Korean sports figures and semi-official represen-
tatives of the ROK,

As for the Chinese government, its position on the Ko-
rean guestion is vary contradictory, The Chinese gov-
arnment is shoking hands simultoneously with Washing-
ton and with the Kim |l Sung government of the DPRK.
Washington is hand at work trying to persuade the Chi-
nese government to help U.S. and Japanese imperialism
resolve the Korean question in the nescelonialist and
détente direction, On the other hand, Kim Il Sung and
officials of the DPRK visited Paking last year, and o
joint Chinese~MNorth Korean statement was jssued at the
time af the liberation of Phrom Penh and Saigon. Al-
though in 1572 the Kim |l Sung leadership accepted the
joint statement with the Park regime, now the MNorth
Korean leadership is recrienting itself in anticipation
of the new situation in South Korea that would appear
with the dowrdall of the Park regime. Recantly, the
DPRK struck out against U.5. imperialism by recogniz-
ing the Pacple's Republic of Angola proclaimed by the
MPLA, inspite of the fact that Peking continues to cen=
ter its attacks against Soviet "social imperialism" in
Angola, The Chinese government supports the North
Korean side in the United MNotions, as doas the USSR,
but ot the same time Chinese policy objectively works
in faver of the interests of U.5. and Jopanese imperi=
alism by giving de facto recognition to the U.5. mili-
tary presence in East Asia, to the U.5.-Japan security
treaty, ond to the Japanese imperialist "Self-Defense
Forces." But even the Chinese government cannot pro=
vide U.5. imperialism with the immediate and effective
support on the Karean question it nesds in face of the
Morth Korean government and the present crisis of the

ROK.
V.

Kissinger's entire Pacific Asian policy for LS. imperi-
alism is a genuine historic turn from the former confron=
tationist palitico-military strategy that was applied
during and after the Korean War. The significant de-
cline of U.5. imperialism's international counterrevo-
lutionary capacity, coused by the victorious Indochi=
nese revolution, and the consequent decisive turn of
U.S, strategy in this region are tha fun:ilumanlul factors
accounting for the present crisis of the ROK. As a mili-
tary neor.uﬂlnniui state, the ROK has no future in the
new Pocific Asian strategy of weakened U.5. imperi-
alism, ond that is why the Park regime is now making
its final, desperate efforts to maintain itself, The South
Korean masses perceive this decisive change in the re-
Tationship of forces in the region and the weakened in-
ternational pesition of the Park dictatorship.

Despite the rather rapid development of the South Ko-
rean export industries |inked to the expansion of the
Japanese economy, the Park dictatorship has never
produced a popular social base for the South Koreon

regime. The populor desire for national unification of
Korea has never decreased; on the contrary, it has
deepened, broodened, and gained strength among the
South Korean toiling masses. The neocolonial subordina=
ton of the ROK to Japanese imperialism has served to
renew anti-Japanese consciousness among whole layers
of the South Korean tollers, In the rural areas; the
severe poverty and deep indebtedness of brood layers

of the peasantry have not been alleviated despite the
“Mew Villoges Compaign" sporsored by the regime in
recent years. Strong discontent is now penetrating the
army. Despite the strong press contral and the severe
military-police suppression in the barracks, several sol-
diers revolts have been reported in the lost two or three
years.,

Because of the crisis of the international capimlist econ-
amy, ard especially the Japanese recession, the rapidly
developed South Korean export industry and the bolance
of payments of the ROK are now in severe crisis. This
economie crisls makes the neocelonial subordination of
the ROK to Japanese imperialism even more vital for

the Park regime, At the same time, the Joponese econ-
omy has lost the perspective of continuous growth and
expansion that it enjoyed in the 1940, and the Jopanese
political situation is no longer characterized by the
relative stability of the past, The erisis of the troditional
bourgeois Liberal-Democratic government is deepening,
and the coming explosions in South Korea will have an
enormout impoct on Japanese polities, intensifying the
crisis facing the Jopanese bourgeoisie. The eritical po-
litical situations facing the ROK and Jopanese imperi-
alism are very clasely interrelated, especially since the
victory of the Indochinese revolution.

The popular milimncy of the South Korean masses has
naver been completely liguidated by the Park regime
in spite of the long years of military-police dictator=
ship and the repeated severe repression against the stu-
dent, intellectual, and other opposition currents ever




since the May 1941 coup, While massive expression of
popular militancy has been viclently suppressed by the
military-police regime, this repression has not been
able to estoblish counterrevalutionary political hegem-
ony ovar the masses as was the case immadiately fl;%
lowing the Korean War. Ever since 1983, the South
Korsan urban masses hove expressed this continuing op=
pesition to the Park regime through the presidential and
parllamentary elections and through the repeated out-
break of mass actions by students even under the pre-
vailing conditiors of severe repression. In the 1960s,
the South Korean masses were not offorded a favorable
intermational relationship of forces for o total political
confrontation with the dictatorship, but now the situa-
tion has changed decisively in favor of the mosses,

Now, post Kim Chi Ha and other oppositionists in Park's
jails are strongly convinced of the coming downfall of
the dictatorship. Even the liberal Christion opposition-
ists are now talking about popular vielence to over=
throw the regime. An Imporfant process of palitical dif-
ferentiation is developing inside the South Korean op-
position. This rakes the form of @ polarization between
the bourgeois-liberal opposition os represented by the
former prasidential candidate of the opposition, Kim
Dae Jung, who was kidnapped by the South Korean
police while in Japan and who has many contacts with
so~called liberal elements in U.5, and Jopanese polit=
ical circles, and left=populist militants wha are ssak-
ing o base among the workers and poor peosants, whese
erientation s reflected in the popular poems of Kim
‘Chi Ha.

In face of these developments, the Park regime hos no
future, and is only dlaging its own grave with all the
repressive emergency decrees, the KCIA secret police
rule, the execution of young anti-Park Fighters, and

30 on. The anly realistic political perspective is now
the vislent explosion of the South Korean toiling mosses
and the final downfall of the Parde dictatorship, Even

if o militory coup against the Park regime were to oc-
cur, such o coup would only open a violent social and
political mobilization of the masses.

VL

The foct that neither Washington nor Mescow nor Pe-
king nor Pyongyang can control this explosion of the
South Korean masses is the Achilles heel of the "solu-
tion" to the Korean question now being sought by LIS,
imparialism. Nobody can pradict the exact timing of
the coming explosions and the downfall of the Park re-
~gime, But the immediate task of the international work-
ing closs, and especially the Japanese working class,
is to Fight ogainst U.5.-lopanese support ta the Park
_dictatorship, to organize inteérnational solidarity with
“all the anti=-Park fighters, and to denounce the brutal
sepression carried out by the regime. The Jopanese
and international working class must prepare for the

- new situation in Korea and Far East Asia os a whole
‘that will follow the overthrow of Park, a situation for

which U.5. and Japanese imperialism ore already pre-
paring.

The uprising of the South Korean mosses and the fall

of the Park regime will trigger a strong explosion of
the deep and popular desire for national reunification
of Korea os well as o rapid development of class strug-
gles by the workers, urban mosses, and peasants, The
fall of the ragime will pose the anti=imperialist national
question of the reunification of Koreo and the class
question of the struggle of the workers and peasants
agoinst the neocolonial bursoucracy, bourgeoisie, and
landlords.

A clast polorization will develop, On the one side
there will arise @ genuine neccolonial bourgeais ten-
dency, which will seek to preserve neocolonial relotions
with the Japanese and other imperialist bourgeoisies
ard which will be ready to accept some kind of weak
"federal" relations with North Korea under the protec-
tion of U.5. and Jopanese imperialism. On the other
side, a working-class tendency will develop which will
try in an empirical way to put an end to the entire anti-
Morth-Korean politico-military structure of U.5. impe=
rialism and the ROK, to abrogate the ROK-Jupan treaty,
te nationalize Jopanese and all other foreign capital,

to expropriate the ROK neccolonial bourgeoisie and
landowners, to destroy the ROK army, to found @ South
Korean workers, peasants, and saldiers government,

ard to fight for immediote economic cooperation with
the DPRK and for the popular and demoeratic reunifica=
tion of Keren based on the will of all the Korean work-
ers and peasants, The foll of the Park regime and the
explosion of broad and powarful popular struggles will
posa the question of o specific Korean permanent reve-
lution. The Japanese and international working class
must be prepared for the coming struggle of the Korean
proletariat,

The fall of the Park regime ond the powerful upsurge

of the South Korean masses will pose a real threat to
the very existence of South Koregn neccolonialism,

The Merth Korean regime will attempt an active palit=
ical intervention into the South Korean situation, not
without fearing that the deeply democratic mass upsurge
of the South Korean workers and peasants might pro-
foundly shake its own bureaucratic rule over the Nerth
Korean workers state,

U.5. and Japanese imperialism will make every effort
to intervena in the South Korean tituation in order fo
"rescue"” South Korean neocolonialism from this mortal
threat. The entire military structure of U.S. and Japa-
nese imperialism will be mobilized for this purpose,
and the U.5. is likely to threaten the DPRK with i
nuclear arsenal in order to control and limit the actions
of the DPRK in South Korea. Thus, the unfolding of
the struggle of the South Karean workers and peasants
for popular national reunification of Korea will bring
about new and historic tension and will unleash a de-
eisive confrontation against the joint forces of U.5.
ard Japanese imperialism in Far East Asia.
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