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VITORIA
“Brothers, we will never forget!”

by M. SAURA

The courage of a people

Wednesday, March 3. The struggle of the workers of
Viteria for their demands — very similar to those now
being put forward in the immense majority of platforms
throughout the country: 3,000-&,000 pesefos per month
across~the-board wage increases; forty= or forty=-hwo-
hour workweek; full wages in cose of illness, accident,
or unemployment; ne layotfs, etc, — seamed to be be-
ginning to break down the intransigence that had been
manifested by the employers for two months. The lost
remoining obstacles to negotiations were the twenty-
two werkers laid off ot Forjos Alavesas and the workers
laid off or disciplined at Apelldniz. The coordinating
committee of striking workers, formed by representatives
elected in factory osemblies, had once again called
far a general strike to demand the rehiring of all work-
ers laid off and the lifting of all disciplinary measures.

At seven o'clock in the morning of the following day,
March 4, the first pickets began to be formed in the
workers neighborhoods of Zaramaga, Adurza, and Arana,
throughout the working-class belt in which a young
praletariat, for the most part emigrants from the coun-
tryside in Alova or elsewhere in the country, has been
concentrated over the past fifteen years, o working

class that now constitutes the majority of the 150,000
inhabitants of Vitoria, At ten o'clock in the morning

all the factories were already on strike, and the pickets

began marching toward the center of the city in groups
af upwards of 5,000, chanting the slogon that has been
heard hundreds of times during post months in Vigo,
Madrid, Volencia, and Barcelona: "We are workers,
join us!" the cry of solidarity, of the general strike,
In Spain today it is encugh simply fo say that — join
us! MNobody asks why, the reésponse is only too clear
for averyone. And since the third day of March, has
became even clearer.

By noon, all Viteria wos paralyzed. |t waos the fourth
general strike call in the past three weeks, and without
doubt it got the greatest response, Unlike what hod gen=
erally been happening since the struggles began on Jan-
vary 7, the police moved In with extreme violence,

This was no accident: The government and the employ=
ers beliaved that weariness would begin to erode the
unity and combativity of the workers of Alava and had
decided to toke the offensive. They were making a mis-
take.

Right from the beginning, each police charge mat with
a determined resporse. The strikars fought back with
sticks and stones and borricades were built, the classi-
cal borricodes of workers struggles, now appearing, to
the panic of the bourgesisie of all political stripes, in
many of the mass struggles in Spain. A demonstration
of hundreds of women, who hod played a fundamental
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role in the Vitoria strike, was savagely repressed. A
group of workers who had taken refuge in o gasoline
shation threatened to burn it down if the police attacked,
The police disappeared, and o slaughter wos able to be
averted that time.

Tension mounted. Only at twe o'clock In the afternoon,
when the police tempararily withdrew to their barracks
— for Vitoria had suffered a genuine police inwvasion,
detachments having been brought in from other prov=
inces — did the city appear calm. Later, official news
reports would say that "the city had fallen into the
hands of the strikers." That was precisely why it was
calm, for the aggressors had withdrawn, The palice
were receiving "new orders.” The content of these or=
dare was soon fo become clear,

At five o'clock in the ofternoon a general assembly

met in the San Francisco church in the Zaramaga neigh-
borhood, It was the two hundred and ninth general ds=
sembly to meet in Vitoria since January 91 More than
5,000 strikers were inside the church, a more or less
average attendance. Another 10,000 were outside.

The police, following their "new arders,  had surrounded
the church and blocked the entrance. The well-known
“tolerance"” of the Francoist raformers” foward mass
actions went up in smoke in Vitoria, just os it had pre=
viously in Elds, where a worker hod been murdered sev-
eral days earlier, in Madrid, where violent clashes

took place in January, in Barcelona, where striking
constuction workers had recently erected barricades,

in Tarragon, where anather worker had been murdered,
When the worker delegates of the coordinating commit-
tee arrived to preside over the general assembly — and
it is important to note that this has happened dozens

of times in Vitoria during the past weeks, that the mem-
bers of the coordinating committee, militants of the
UGT, MCE, PCE, OCA, and LCR/ETA-VI®, are known
throughout the entire city and were elected democrof-
ically and opanly by their comrades in struggle — that
is, when the leaders of the strike arrived at the assem=
bly after their usual preparatory meeting, they were
prevented from entering the church. Clashes breke oul
in front of the church batween the police and the peo-
ple demanding the elementary right to participate in

the assembly that was to make decisions about their
strike, Suddenly, without prior waming, the police
broke the glass of the church windows and threw smoke
bambs and tegr-gas grenades inside. When people saw
smoke pouring out of the church, they began to shout,
"They're smoking them out!” The indignation that then
spread — without for a moment giving way to fear —
was not, as official reports were later to claim, a re-

*UGT: Unién General de Trobajodores = General
arkers Union; MCE: Meovimiento Comunista de Es=

pafia — Communist Movement of Spain; OCA: Orga-
nizacién de Comisiones Anticapitalistas — Organiza-
tion of Anticapitalist Commissions; LCR/ETA-VI: Liga
Comunista Revelucionaria/Euzkedi to Agkatasuna=VI
— Revolutionary Communist League/Basque Mation
and Freedom=V|, sympathizing crganization of the
Fourth International in Spain.
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sult of lack of consciousness. On the contrary, it was
the product of the consciousness developed during weeks
of struggle, of the will to win, to repel any attock,

that had token root amang all the people of Alava.

The workers left the church much more calmly than
could have been expected; they were coming out to
fight, not to run, Then the sloughter began: four dead,
seventy-three taken to the hospital for gunshot wounds,
hundreds of wounded who were cared for in their awn
homes. Such was the price that had to be paid for the
struggle for the rehiring of @ few dozen comrades in to-
day's Spain being "cauticusly" led toward "democracy"
by the Francoist reformers.

But once again, the most savage repression was unable
to halt the mass struggle for an instant. Immediately,
all Vitoria wes filled with barricades, the whole city
took to the streaets, spurred on by rage, strugaling for
hours, well into the night. With the blood of one of
the murdered comrades, someone hod written a word on
the street, a word longed for by the Spanish people for
years: Justice, This word, with its real meoning, the
meaning supplied by the explaited and oppressed, im=
mediately resounded throughout the country.

On March 4 Pamplona went on general strike at the

call of the Assembly of Factory Delegates, o new body
including some 500 representatives elected in the foc-
tories of Navarra. There were innumerable demonstra=
vions of thousands of people; barricades were built when
the police charged. In Vizcaya, the strike became proc-
tically general even before o united call was issued;

the central strike committee, which included represen=
tatives of factories that had been struggling for their
demands for some days, orgonized demonstrations that
drew 15,000-20,000 people, demonstrations that losted
four o five hours and marched through the streets for
miless in Basauri, where there was anofher murder, in
Sestan, Portugalete, Gueto. In Catalonia, Vige, Gi-
jon, Zaragoza, Seville, Madrid, and Valencia there
were work stoppages and demonstrations of solidarity

and protest. The cry of the workers of Vitaria = "Vito~
ria! Brothers, we will not forgetl” — summex up the sen-
timent brought ta the struggle by hundrads of thousands
of people throughout the country.

On the same day, March 4, Vitoria wos milinarily oc-
cupied by the police, Groups of more than three peo-
ple were not allowed on the strests. But the barricades
stayed up nonetheless. In this opparently deserted city,
if anyone dared so much as o remove one stone of @
barricade, terse and determined strikers immediately
emerged from the doors of surrounding houses, sticks
and stones in hand, defending their barricade. For the
fight was not over in Vitoria; the struggle hod to go
on, and the barricades would still be needed. It had
cost too much blood to erect them,

The funeral was held on March 5. Hours before it be-
gan there were 100,000 people in the cathedral and
the square oufside. One hundred thousand people chant-
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2 u=s T c Ve  Withthe blood of
one of the murdered comrades, someone
had written a word on the street. . .

ing, paying homage to the murdered comrades, waving
their handkerchiefs, making the sign of victory, raising
their Fists os the coffins passed by, bearing the coffins
on their shoulders for hours, parading defiantly before
the Guardia Civil, and shouting "Dissolve the repres-
sive bodies!" ot the police murderers, From the ceme=
tary, a group of 3,000-4,000 men and women of Vito-
rig, without anyane directing them, guided by a spirit
of deep and irrepressible solidarity, Tnstinctively headed
for the hospital where their wounded comrades were
being treated. Al the doors of the hospital they shouted:
"Workers, wounded, we are herel" This "here” concen=
trated all the determination to continue struggling, not
to abandon a single one of the motivations that had
given life to two months of mass mobilization, motiva-
tions that were stronger than any bullets.

On Menday, March 8, an urgent united meeting of the
Euzkodi leaderships of the PSOE, PCE, PTE, ORT,
MCE, and LCR/ETA-VI*, which was joined by the other
political and trode=-union workers orgonizations, called
for a general strike. This time there were about 500, -
000 strikers Tn Euzkadi. Much more than ever befare,
but much less than the next time, thus continuing the

*PSOE: Partide Socialista Obrerc Espaiol — Spanish
Secialist Workers party, the Social Demacracy; PTE:
Partido del Trabajo de Espafo — Labor party of Spain;
ORT: Organizocidn Revolucionaria de los Trabajodores
= Revelutionary Workers Organization.

baosic dynamic — ever higher and stronger — of the mass
struggles of past years,

And Vitoria continued to fight. On Saturday, March &,
Minister of the Interior Froga arrived, the man of "strong
democrocy, " the admirer of Adenauver, the man who
said "'l will decide the timing of the reform," the man
who nevertheless intends to exclude legalization of the
workers movement from his reform plans, the man whe
blamed the Vitoria strike on "anarchism." The intericr
minister of the Francoist monarchy was going to try to
save appearances in the city that had given the coup

de Er&ce to his political progrom. Fraga ordered — at
that late date! — the employers to rehire the workers
who had been laid off. But by now, that was nof enough.
Mare demands were put forward: release of the six mem-
bers of the coordinating body being held, freedom of
assembly, recognition of the commissions elected in as-
semblies as the genuine representative of the workers.
On Friday, March 12, Viteria continued to struggle.

Mo one hod forgotten in Vitorio. And no one can ever
forget Vitoria, In Spain today, nothing Is as it was be=-
fore Vitoria,

The price of freedom

Vitoria is the most heroic link in the chain of moss strug=
gles now being forged in Spain, particulorly since Jan=
vary. It is not, of course, the sele link, nor will it be
the last,
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A violent revolutionary wind has penetrated the coun-
try, pushing its way through the fissures of the miserable
political "concessions” the Francaist reform has been
compelled to "tolerate" on its road toward puppet "de-
mocracy. " This wind will not die down so long as a
shadow or threat of exploitation and oppression remains,

Since the first silent peaceful demorstrations for amnesty,
a new and striking phenomenon has taken shape: The
masses are entering into political oction, making their
presence felt in the streets, People who have never —
"never" meaning during ferty years of dictatorship —
“acted politically” hove taken to the sireets and met
thousands of others like themselves, people strugaling
for the same objectives, confident of winning them by
themselves, through their own actions. These workers,
students, professionals, women from all over the coun-
try are leoming to make their presence felt, to assert
themsalves in the factories and in the neighborhoods.
All the latent demands — economic, palitical, and so=
cial — are coming to the fore, generatingon enormaus
consciousness of solidarity, an immediate politicization
of all struggles, o profound need for self-organization
for the struggle.

All the bodies the mass movement considers useful for
united octivity have been utilized, regordless of the
function these bodies are assigned by Francoist legality
(neighborhood associations, trade unions, professional
associotions, housewives' associations). Concurrently,
new bodies ara being created and are replacing or com-
bining with these older bodies in the course of action,
always sesking the road capable of providing the great-
ast degree of representativity, the greatest coordina-
tion, the greatest extension of action. And always, in
the very center, isthe sovereign factory or branch assem-
bly, the delegates, the commissions and committees
elected in these assemblies, and, more recently, the
massive pickets to extend the struggles, the self-deferse
plckets, which already represent o genuine acquisition
of the mavement, in spite of the hysterical press com=-
paign that has been waged against them.

Thus, in January and February, during the struggles of
the teachers in Modrid, the general assemblies sent del-
egations to factories in strugale — Chrysler, Pegase —
asking for and obtaining solidarity; in turn, the teach-
ers' ossemblies welcomed delegotions from these work-
ers assemblies, from neighborhood coordinating bodies,
and from tenants’ assoclations, and together they dis-
cussed the demands and leadership of the struggle. And
in February, when the construction workers went on
strike in Barcelona, all the work sites elecred delegates

rd the assembly of delegates took the lead in the mo-
zﬂizuﬁum. In Pamplona something similar happened,
as had olreody occurred in January during the Getafe-
strike in Madrid.

The slogans erienting the strugales are broadening, be-
coming unified, and radicalizing, Amnesty has broad-
ened its content to the social terrain. It now also means
the rehiring of all those fired or laid off for political
reasans since 193%. At the Babcock=Wilson factory in

Vizeaya this demand hos already been wen, In other
foctories the struggle for it is continuing. In o few cases
during the first demonstrations in January, the police
were applauded becouse they refused to charge ageinst
the demorstrators, The press multiplied this applause

by the thousands. But the inexperienced hands that wefe
then applauding the police are now building barricades.
The slogan of the dissolution of the repressive bodies is
already part of the atmosphere beling breathed in Spain
today (and in spite of this, or rather because of it, dur-
ing the united-action meeting that called the genernal
strike in Euzkodi in solidarity with Vitoria, the PCE
threatened to withdraw if this slogon was maintained,
and this the day ofter the murders in Vitorial), The cry
of "Down with the CMS" (the state "trade-union" fed-
eration) is now part of all the platforms of demands.

The need for o united class trade-union is felt by mil-
lions of workers; it is being discussed in detail in the
assemblies of many factories. In Spain today, nobedy
daores amert that it is possible to "reform” or "take over"
tha CMS, the hated fascist vertical trade union, There
is unanimous agreement on the necessity of destroying
it. When addressing more than 30, 000 workers in Pom-
plona, even the president of the Consejo Provincial de
Trabajodores (Provineial Council of Werkers), the high-
est provincial body of the vartical tade union, cried
"Down with the CTNS1" o cry that was taken up by thou-
sands, The Congreso Sindical (trade-union congress),

o farce being prepared by the government, will undoubt-
edly provide an opportunity for a great independent mo-
bilization of Spanish workers, who are already begin-
ning to organize,

The "reform" projects of the government are stillborn;
they belong to prehistory at a time when the masses are
already writing history. The government proposes that
sixtean conditions be met bafore o demonstration s or=
ganized, but every day there are dozers of demonstra-
tions in the immense majority of the cities of the coun-
try, called for thousands of reasons by every imaginable
body. Likewise, in order to organize a meeting "le-
gally, " it is necessary to go through ged knows how
many channels, but assemblies of thousands of workers,
students, people of every profession are occurring fac-
tary by factory and city by city, while in Sabodel,
Pamplona, and Vigo assemblies have to meet in football
stodiums n order fo accommodate all the people whe
turn outl

What remains of the Francolst "reform" after Vitoria?
An open government crisis that may well drag on for
weeks; a confronfation to the death within the France~
ist apparatus, which has not even been able to agree
on the formation of a so-called Mational Front, o de-
fersive bloc of all the Francoist carrion; the ormy is
suffering the consequences of the heavy sentences
against the officers of the Unién Militar Democrdtica
{Democratic Military Union) and is beginning to be-
come concerned about the spread of soldiers’ commis-
sians (the streets of Madrid are full of painted slogans
reading "Form soldiers' commissions") and the brood
meetings that have been reported in Guipdzeea, with
dozens of soldiers attending.






