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The coup d'état of General Vidala (behind whom lurks
the silhouette of General Lanusse) resulted from four
tendencies that dominate Argentine social, economic,
and political reality todoy:

*the failure of the Peronist project of containing
the combativity of the workers within o fromework of
"mational unity" and class collaboration, under the
aagis of a charismatic Bonaparte supported by o trode-
union bureaucracy that still held hegemany within the
working class;

*the loss of control by this bureaucracy over grow=
ing sectors of the masses, graphically demonstrated by
the victorious general strike of June 1975 against the
plan of Minister of Economics Rodrigo and by the sub-
sequent emergence of new organs of workers self-orga-
nization: the regional coordinating bodies;

*the crisis of leodership of the bourgsoisie, which
led first to the division of the Percnist movemant into
factions and then to the failure of the attempts by Rad-
ical party leader B3albin to replace the government of
Isabelita with another government of "constitutional
national union" built around himself;

“the worsening of the economic crisis, from
which there was no way out within the framework of the
capitalist system apart from the repression of workers
combativity, ond the growing imperialist pressure to
force such a repression.

Historically, the second experiment with Peronism in
power failed for reasons similar to those that accounted
for the failure of the first: the impossibility of recon-
ciling the exigencies of a capitalist economy with the
demands of a highly organized and extremely combative
working closs from the moment that the downturn in the
economic situation deprived the Argantine bourgeoisie
of the maneuvering room needed to gront reforms to the
workers without threatening the profitability of industry.

The concrete role that had been ployed in the mid-1950s
by the exhaustion of the currency reserves accumulated

during ond immediately after the second world war was
played this time by the sharp curbing of imports of Ar-
gentine ngricu]lum‘ products by the Common Markel
countries and by the negative repercussions on the Ar-
gentine economy of the genemlized recession of the
world capitalist economy. Perén's cherished hope for o
massive flow of European ond Jopanese copital info
Argentina was thwarted both by the unfaverable evolu-
tion of the balance of payments In capitalist Europe
and Japon during 1574=75 and by international capital's
fear that the powerful combativity of the Argantine
workers would not be able to be reined in.

But the second Peronist regime ended ina political and
social climate appreciably different from that brought
about by the "liberating revolution"” of 1955, At that
time, the anti=Percnist coup oceurred before the work-
ing closs had actually felt the negative effects of the
class=collaborationist pa'icy of the Peronist buresucracy
of the CGT (Confederacidn General del Trabajo — Gen-
eral Confederation of Laber) on its standard of living,
before these effects had been taken out of the hides of
the workers, The sharp decline in the standard of living
came after the conguests of the workers during the Peron=
ist period. Thus, the illusions in Peronism remained in-
fact. In foct, in light of the poverty brought about by
the post=-Peronis! regimes, the living and working con-
ditions under Perén oppeared idyllic in retrospect. The
growing discontent that had occompanied the end of
first=adition Peronism was quickly forgotten,

This time, the sharp decline in the standard of living

of the workers preceded the fall of second-edition Peron=
ism. The disenchantment was sudden and deep. The cen-
tral bursaucrocy of the CGT, implicated in [nnumerable
corruption scandals and partially responsible for the
murdergus gangsterism of Lépez Rega and the AAA (Ali-
anza Anticomunista Argentina — Argentine Anti-Com-
munist Alliance), waos so profoundly discredited that
during the great workers struggles against the Mandelli
plan mony workers assemblies demanded the resignation
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of the CGT leadership simultanesus with the resigna=-
tion of the government, This time, the crisis of Peronism
seems quite definitive,

The defeat of the Mondelli plan

After defeating the Rodrigo plan, known as the "famine
plan, " through o thunderous ‘general strike in June 1975,
a strike that completely outflanked the Peronist trade-
union leadership, the Argentine working class in fact
triggered o crisis of the system in the country. During
the nine manths that followed the victoricus general
strike ogainst the Rodrigo plan, this crisis increosingly
coused the parolysis and edvanced decomposition of

the baurgeols regime. The plans of successive ministers
of the economy — Bananni, Cafiero, and Mondelli —
were defeated; Lépez Rega, lsabelita Perdn's "gray
eminence, " had to flee the country; a ehain of corrup-
tion scandals wos uncovered, along with proof of the
complicity of the police and the government in the mur-
ders committed by the AAA; the disorganization of the
economy became incressingly pronounced, with the
simultaneous appearance of galloping inflation (a 423
percent rise in prices jn twelve manths), high unemploy-
ment, and growing shortoges in o whole series of basic
necessary poods (meat, eggs, groceries); there was a
vertical fissure in the Peronist apparatus, First politi=
cally and then in the trode unions. The coup appeared
as the only way to reestablish a bourgeais regime with
the slightest unity and effectiveness.

Although the combativity of the workers defeated the
successive plans to "prune" the economy al the expense
of the toiling masses, thus dealing death blows to the
hegemony of the Peronist bureaucrocy within the work=
, ing class, the emergence of on alternative workers lead-
ership proceeded much more slawly than the eresion of
Peronist contral . That was the dangerous feature of the
development of the situation, as was clearly seen by
revolutionaries; the project of the officers was able to
slip in through this "gap, " This wos clearly seen during
the mobilizations that defeated the Mendealli plan.

This was the sixth ph:!n of "economic pruning” since

the Paronist return to power. |F wos blocked by the work=
ing ¢loss even more rapidly than the preceding plans,

It would have limited salary increases for all categories
of workers first to 12 percent, then to 20 percent, while
the cost of living had risen more than 400 percent (some
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latitude was allowed for odditional raises, but mare
strangly limited, in certain branches). The "pruning”
of public finonces was te be accomplished by the lay-
off of 500,000-700,000 public service employes. The
CGT bureaucracy had agreed to the application of the
Mandelli plan. The reaction of the working class was
ropid and powerful: tatal rejection, the launching of
spontanecus strikes, the removal of those delegates and
"internal commissions" that had followed the central
bureaucracy in supporting the plan and their reploce=
ment by provisional commissions, the designation of
delepgates mandated to call for a general strike in trode-
union assemblies.

But ofter first supporting the mobilizations, the leaders
of the major trade unions, especially the UOM (the
metalworkers union) and the SMATA {autoworkers union),
did an about-face at the last minute, They proposed
not fo engage in o general strike, in order not to en-
courage o military coup. "The general strike is the last
resort against the coup d'éat, " they said,

The result wos defermined in odvance., Divided and dis-
ariented, the working closs struggled in a frogmented
manner against the anti-worker economic meosures;
under these conditions, the warkers were little prepared
ta follow a general strike call agaimt the March 24
coup, a general strike to which the leaders of the CGT
gave lip service.

In the course of the preceding nine months, new forms
of self-organization of the working closs, the regional
coordinating bodies, hod arisen in many ploces: in Cér-
doba in the narth, La Plata in the western suburbs of
Busnos Aires, in the zones of Son Martin and Vicente
Ldpez in greater Buencs Ajres, and so on. These coor-
dinating bedies played o growing rele in organizing the
resistance of the workers to the poverty plans of the
successive Peronist governments., Agoinst Mandelli,
they managed to organize powerful mobilizations, going
so for as demonstrations of 30,000 pecple and more.

But to overthrow the government and the leadership of
the CGT ond make an alternative solution to the polit=
ical, social, and economic crisis credible, it would
have been necessary to move toward a centralization

of these coordinating bodies an a national scala; that
would have been the only way to organize a general
sirike. This national workiers congress, or workers and
people’s congress, or national coordinating body, newver
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saw the light of day. The worken' spontaneity and the
regional coordinating bodies were sufficient to paralyze
the Peronist regime. But they wera insufficient to im=
pose the triumph of o working-class, anticapitalist, so-
cialist salution to the erisls, It waos in these conditions
of total power vocuum that the army was able to strike
with impunity without meeting massive or erganized re-
sishance.

Military maneuvers and
Peronist divisions

In addition, the military chiefs maneuvered cleverly,
parmitting the Peronist regime to discredit itself com-
pletely. Pastponing the coup in spite of the growing
impatience of the far-right officers and imperiglism,
they drew the CGT bureaucracy into the trap of support=
ing the Mondelli plan, which crushed in the eggony
hope of resistance oround the CGT to the imminent coup,
In the meantime, they centralized the whole repressive
apparatus, both federdal and provincial, in their own
honds and got the chief of the Army Second Command
oppointed heod of the federal police, thus setting up

the apparatus of o victorious coup calmly, openly, and
legally.

Furthermore, taking advantage of the increasingly deep
divisions rending tha Peronist bureavcracy, both within
the Justicialist parly and within the trade unions,
they sharpened the canfusion by engaging in semi-pub-
lic negotiations with a not negligible fraction of the
Peronist appamatus. Thus, about forty trade unions re-
fused to join in the call for the general strike against
the coup that was issued by the sixty-two organizations

of the CGT led by the heod of the mefolworkers, Miguel,

Calabro, the governor of Buenos Aires, who oppeared
in the demagogic role of a "left Peronist" during the
months preceding the coup and opposed the Mondelll
plan viclently at first, did a sensational about-face
ard played the role of overt accomplice of the officers.

While the divisions within Peronism dealt the coup de
Gce to this movement, they also sowed much disarray
among the toiling masses, Alongside the attemphs o be=

gin the populist adventure all aver again, there are
naw some subterranean "classical” (closs struggle) cur-
rents within the trode unions oz well as a Peronist Youth

engaged in a orientation breaking with class collabora-
tion (although this may not be definitive).

The very form taken by the coup and the first measures
of the Videla=Masera-Agosti junta confirm the political
astuleness of the officers now In power, The junta clearly
refrained from rushing Into @ head=-on confrontation with
the entire workers movement, For the moment, It is prac-
ticing selective repression, Only six revelutionary or=
ganizations adhering te Maoism or Trotskyism, includ=-
ing the Partido Socialista de los Trobajoderes (Socialist
Warkers party), sympathizing organization of the Fourth
International, have been definitively outlowed. The
Mantaneros bad already been ouflawed under the |sa-
belilm government, As for the other workers organiza-
tions, like the Argentine Communist party, they have

not baen banned for the moment. Likewise, Peronism
itself has not been officially hit.

Only the trade=unicn bureaucrats who had called for
the general strike against the coup were arrested (with=
aut having been maltreated up to now), The others have
been left alone for the time being, Thus, it is not at all
a Pinochet regime. At least naot yet,

The junta's dilemma remains fundamentally the same

as that of the Peronist regime, |t is one thing to try to
divide the working class and paralyze it temporarily.

It is another thing to disarm its combat potential over
the longer term. Mow, without breaking this combat=
ivity, the economic plon of the junta consists of com-
batting economic stagnation through a return to "free
enterprise, " foreign investment in the petroleum sector,
and reestablishment of the rate of profit, And this threat-
ens to foil just as the plans of Gelbard, Rodrigo, and
Mondelli failed.

That is why tha right to strike has alreody been suspended,
That is why a "silent" purge against the most militant
workeérs has begun in the big fochories. Seventy trade-
union delegates in the Astarea steel works, o good num-
ber of the union delegates at Ford, many delegotes of
Mercedes Benz and General Motors, the majority of

the members of the "internal commission” of Terrabuai,
etc. have been arrested, That is why on April &, for
the first time, a number of trade-union delegates were
sentenced to very high prison terms for allegedly pos-
sessing arms. That is why the terror against presumed
sympathizers of the guerrillas has been unleashed with
greater ferocity than ever,
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If to this repression we add the arrests that had been
corried out under the reign of lsabelita (among them

the arrest of our comrade José Poez, former leader of
S5ITRAM-SIRAC, one of the major trade unions, and for=-
mer PST candidate for vice-president) as well as the
hundreds of worker militants murdered by the AAA, we
can understand why the emergence of an alternative
leadership of the working class on @ national scale Is

a slow ond difficult process,

The reactionary and anti-warker character of the eco-
nomic palicy of the junta is obvious: indefinite postpone-
ment of the parity commissions that the Peronist govern-
ment had convoked for the month of April to discuss

working conditions; maintenance of a 20 percent limit

on wage increases; promise to the employers that the

Law on Labor Contracts, which prevented layoffs, will
be repealed, The parsonality of the new minister of
economics, José Alfreds Martinez de Hoz, is olso sig-
nificant., He bad already occupied the same post during
the military coup of 1942, He sits on the board of direc-
tors of several large capitalist firms and is the president
of the Consejo Comercial Argentino (Argentine Trade
Council), one of the country's employers' associations.
His links with the sector of the landed proprietor oli-
garchy and with sectors of the export industries are well
krown.

Will the junta be oble o maintain an unstable equilib-
rium between selective repression and an attempt to
maneuver with certain sectors of the workers movement?
Only on the condition that the working class remains
passive. But the deterioration of living standards is such
that this passivity is more doubtful than ever, especially
since the morgins for action of the class, which have
not been violently repressed, persist, Thus, os in Uru-
guay, the risk is that there will be o gradual move from
a selective repression to o generalized one if o massive
response of the workers does not breck the strength of
the officers in time,

The coup was clearly encouraged by imperialist pres-
sure. |mperiolism hod opted for Perdn so long os he ap=
peared copable of chonneling workers combativity to-

ward objectives compatible with the maintenance of
the capitalist system. When the outflanking of Peronism
seemed irreversible, this movement lost all utility in
the eyes of international capital. Hence the sudden re-
fusal of credits from the International Monetary Furd

to the last Peronist cabinet, Hance also the granting

of a §127.6 million credit twenty-four hours after the
victory of the military coup and the promise of a stand-
by cradit of $300 millien.

The asphyxiated financial state to which the Peronist
regime had led greatly contributed o the effectiveness
of the imperialist pressure. A faw days before the coup,
the Argentine treasury was unable to repay a modest
loan of $30 million to the Chase Manhattan Bank that
had fallen due; the loan had to be extended at the last

minute,

Fer imperialism, the establishment of a military dicta-
torship in Argenting completes the "pacification” of

the southern cone of the South American continent.
This is intended to permit a unification of the political
regimes of this southern cone around the Brazilion mili-
tary dictatorship in order to create o powerful pro=im-
perialist relay not only an the continent but alss in the
South Atlantic Ocean, where the victory of the MPLA
in Angola hos created the threat of Soviet military bases
on the African coast.

In spite of the rivalry between Argenting and Brazil —
a rivalry that persists and has obvious bourgeois eco-
nomic roots independent of the forms of bourgecis gov=
ernment prevailing in Brasilio and Buenos Aires — this
allionce is more likely to be forged under Videla than
under Cdmpora or Pardn. It is also possible that the
"liberal" economic and trade policy of the junta, which
corresponds to the wishes of imperiolism and the ocligar-
chy, will lead the junta to take some distance from the
project of the "Andean plan, " which strongly interfered
with the hegemony of Brazilian capitalism in many
South American countries.

Moreover, the historic bankruptey of Peronism seems
to close the cycle of rise and decline in South Ameri-
ca of nationalist populism with bourgeois leadership,
a working~class rank and file, aond an anti-imperialist
ideclogy. It closes the eycle under negative conditions,
since the workers struggle will be more difficult under
the junta thon under the Peronist regime. But it closes
it without a crushing defeat of the working class. The
possibility of a new rise by stages — of the type that
is now occurring in Bolivia = thus remains, provided
a crushing defeat in the meantime can be averted,

Hence, this new rise could cccur under the signof a
conquest of palitical independence by the Argentine
working class. In view of the numerical and organiza-
tional strength of the class and in view of its excep-
tional level of combativity, this political independence
would rodically modify the situation not only in Argen=
tina, but throughout South America as well.

April 7, 1976
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LITY IS NOT ATHAND

by A.UDRY & C. MICHALOUX

March 11, 1975, hod been the first act in the elections
of April 25 of that same year. The electoral compaign
that officially opened on April 4, 1976, was introduced
by MNovember 25, 1975. The Constituent Assembly that
resulted from the April 25, 1975, elections, with its
majority of workers parties, reflected the rise of strug-
gles that had taken place since December 1974; ina
certain serse, It heralded the upsurge of mobilizations
that were to attain their peak in Meovember 1975,

This time, the bourgeoisie is seeking to ploce an elec-
toral seal on the advantoges it gained through its mili=
tary operations of MNovember 25, 1975, in order to de-
velop o new laver for depriving the workers movement
of its gains. MNevertheless, as of mid-March the bour-
geoisie began to realize that even in the event that the
rightisk parties win a majority in the coming elections,
these elections will not represent the conclusion of the
process launched on November 25, Stability is not at
hand; the procrastination in the bourgeois comp testi=
fies to this, as do the putschist inclinations of various
sectors of the military,

The working class marks time

The period of semi-spontaneous and semi-conscious rise
of the mass movement come to an end with November
1975, Confronted by the dilemma "restoration of the
authority of the institutions of the bourgecis state or
strengthening of the 'parallel power of the workers, '"
the bourgeoisie drew togather and manifested a unity
of decision and command that was unprecedented, at
least since Saptember 1974,

Matericlly, the Amadora commandos defeated only the
vanguard of soldiers of the Lisbon military region. But
the essential point about the demonstration of the bour=
geoisie was the sudden and striking appearance of ity
centralized will. With all the limits of the analogy,
Movember 25 may be compared to the function of de
Goulle's speech of Moy 31, 1988, rather than to g
simply military blow of foree,

In face of this bourgeois will, the fundamental fragiliny
of the Portuguese working closs; engendered by Forty-
eight years of the corporatist regime, waos brought o
light: the lack of experience and of independent capac
Ity for intervention on the political field, even though
importont progress hed been made during the preceding
two yeors, The crisis of the state apparatus — under the
combined hammer blows of the colonial revalution, the
workers upsurge, aond the disintegration of the grmy —
hod masked this weakness, Thus, the objective maturity
of the siluation in autumn — which contained within it
political exigencies leading toward the effective cen-
tralization of the embryonic organs of proletarian power
— only threw an even harsher light on the insufficiency
of the subjective factor in o twofold sense: the rela-
tively low level of conscisusness of the masses and the
lack of existence of a revelutionory party.

Thus it was that on the night of November 25 the illu-
sions in the MFA (Armed Forces Movement], fueled by
this lack of tradition of political independence of the
working closs (illusions that in turn contributed fo per-
petuating that lack of tradition) enmiled the heaviest
costs. Specking on television, Carvalbe lent his sanc=
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tion to a Costa Gomes who was imposing o state of emer=
gency that has been prepared in the streets by the froops
of Jaimes Neves.

Disoriented by this sudden change in the political con=-
text ond in the fromework in which it wos able to lounch
i mobilizations and left without on alternative by the
reformist portles, which either called for the interven-
tion of the commandos (the Socialist party) or bowed
bafore the decisions of the officers (the Communist par-
t¥l, the working elass marked time.

In a political field whose contours had been sharply
modified, the workers then found themselves compelled
fo reorganize and strengthen the instruments of struggle
[especially the trade unions) with which they hod en-
dowed themselves less than two years previously, But
they were unable to refer to any long-standing experi-
ence of defensive struggle waged by well=structured
trade-union organizations unifying brood sectors of the
masses and recognized by the masses, A second stoge
in the post April 25, 1974, history of the Portuguese
workers movement hod opened. In the course of this
stage, the Portuguess proletariat had bath ta forge the
iron links of trade=union organization and at the same
time, in order to defend its conquests, integmte into
that oroanization the forms of orgonization and demands
of the preceding period, which were the fruit of the
revolutionary upsurge {planning and workers control,
workers commissions, sovereign general assemblies, and
5o on). This reorientation required time. Moreaver,

the combination between the elements of the immediate
past and the exigencies of the prasent cannot be oute-
matic, OF course, the térrain is favorable, for o par-
tion of the experiences have token root in the memory
of the workers movement, but the political weaknass
of the vanguard, as well as its precorious struchure, did
not permit these elements to bear fruit. Three months
were to elapse before the werkers engaged in an initial
response, still lorgely fragmented, to the employers'
otftacks,

The employers and the
- «social November 25"
The employers hoped that the suspension of labor con-
tracts, decreed on Movember 23, would permit them
to challenge the very nature of the collective contracts
that hod been won by the workers between September
and Movember 1975, In fact, these controcts covered
entire sectors and thus unified the most advanced de-
mands. The central axis of the attack of the employers
and the government was thus directed toward eliminating
a series of clauses of these contracts in order to throw.
them bock into direct negotiations on the factory level
s0 o3 to take odvanioge of the more favorable relation-
ship of forces prevailing there.

Thus, after the notionelizotion of the:most impartant
factories, the attempt was mode to offer the employers
of the middle=sized, and especially the smell, foctories,
whose situation was most fragile, the opportunity to

deal o very hard blow 1o the workers, to eliminate the
gains codified in the controcts by making widespread
use of the tactic of threatening barkruptey. Once the
conguests of the workers were broken in these foctories
— especially in the northern part of the country — cap=
ital and the government counted on tramsferring their
victory to the nationalized sector. In addition, this toc-
tic could create the conditions for o greater frogmenta-
tion of the movement for workers demands even on the
branch leve! and could ward off the resurgence of mo-
bilizations by whole seetors, which had been charac-
taristic of the autumn of 1975. This attempt by the em-
ployers was concentrated with the greatest determina-
tion in the metal industries and in machinery, construc-
tion, and tramspart.

Meow, since the expiration of the period of suspension
of contracts (March 1}, the workers hove begun to man-
ifest their opposition ta the sharp attacks on their pre-
vious conquesh.

Ganeral assemblies and work stoppages have occurred
in construction and tromsport; there hove beensirike
threats in entire Industries {metals). In addition, this
hos been combined with the emergence of movemants
for demands in sectors that hod hitherto remained on

the fringes of the mobilizations (hospital workers, phar-
maceutical aides, public services), and, on the other
hand, with advanced struggles against factory shutdowns
and the failure to apply contracts (examples: the Fritz
Meyer factories, where the workers occupled the plant
and demanded o public administrator; Firestone, where
there was an cccupation with the sequestration of the
managers; Timex, whare the 2, 000 workers planned on
an eccupation and demonstrated at 540 Bento).

. . .the workers have begun
fo manifest their oppasition
fothe sharp attacks on their
previous conquests.

Concurrently, the Portuguese toiling masses initiated

the second wave in their unionization, o process thot
has entailed the extension of the number of union mem-
bers in already organized sectors, trade-union penetro=
tion intc professions that hod remained aside during the
first wave of unionization, and, finally, the transformo=
tion of the unions into bronch-wide organizations {"ver=
ticalization, " according to the Portuguese vocabulary).
The congress of the textile, wool, and clothing workers
symbolizes the various facets of this process. This con-
gress marked both the strengthening of frode=union or=-
ganizetion in a branch that includes 250, 000 workers
dispersed in @ multitude of small foctories and the pro-
cess of the emergence of a real branch-wide union,
Mereover, the composition of the leadership that was
elected (SP-CP, far left) expressed the unitary and dem-
ocratic aspirations of the working men and wemen. Fi-
nally, the union's platform of demands reflected the




noscent combination between the second wave of union=
ization and the integration of the experiences of workers
control and self-organization. Thus, the document is-
sued by this first congress affirms: "The workers will
continue to struggle for the improvement of living and
warking conditions, while nonetheless realizing that
only o socialist reconversion will be able to allow them
to bring the sector out of the crisis in which it now finds
iself and to assure a lasting ond real improvement in
the standard of living ond in working conditions. . . .
Only the construction of socialism con permit the elim=-
ination of unemployment and a socialist reconversion

of the economy." To the proposals for self-management
under the capitalist system, the workers counterposed
"effective workers control by the toilers over the over-
all functioning of the factories." |n addition, os far

as workers contral is concerned, they pointed to "the
necessity of subordinating the struggle on the economic
field to the struggle for the end of exploifation.” As
for trade-union rearganization, they explained that it
is necessary to struggle "for strong ond militant trade
unions controlled by all the toilers . . . organizing
themselves around a line of independence of the polit-
ical parties, the state, and the religious bodies, Firmly
anticapitalist and anti-imperialist, effectively demo-
eratic in their functioning, and intransigently defend-
ing unity." Finally, “the trode unions must participate
in, support, and stimulate the discussion among the
workers, mobilizing them in the neighboarhoods and the
countryside, thus centributing to strengthening unity
between workers and peasants and to the development
of the agrarian reform." (A Capital, March 22, 1976.)

The plan of the CIP

Confronted by this revival of activity on the part of the
toiling masses, the employers noted that the termin that
was supposed to hove been prepared by the government
counterattack of Movember 25 and the subsequent mea-
sures had alreody been undermined. The employers hod
counted on the absence of o workers' response, assum-
ing that this absence, combined with an electoral vic-
tory, would permit not only a prolongation of the sus-
persion of the controcts but alsa the ossembling of the
conditions needed for a genuine upturn in private in-
vestment. This is what was clearly explained recantly
by the CIP (Confederation of Portuguese Industry), in-
dicating what the logical continuation of Movember 25
ought te be for capital. Vasco de Melo, bess of the CIP
and now a declared member of the CDS (Centro Demo-
erditica Social — Democratic Social Center, a right=
wing bourgeois party), summarized the main lines of
the program of the exploiters: wage freeze and then
lewering of wages; extension of the work day; restric-
Hion of the right to strike ond of trode-union freedoms;
elimination of legislation allowing public intervention
in the foctories; accelerated indemnification for stock=
holders of nationalized enterprises; nomination of for-
mer employers to head public enterprises; reprivatiza-
tion of profitable enterprises in the presently notional-
ized sector within two or three years,

This plan indicates the sort of deep medifications in the
relationship of social forces that are necessary if there
is to be motion toward realization of on effective and -
reallstic project for capitalist restabilization. In the
final analysis, the rage that fills the declarations of the
CD5 or the CIP, the rightward shift of the PPD (Partido
Populor Democrdtice — Popular Democratic party, the
largest bourgesis party), like the hesitations and divi-
siors among the employers themselves and within the
military hierarchy, all reflect the difficulty the bour-
geoisie feels it will face in corrying out this turnabout
in the relationship of forces.

The simple foct that the theme of the struggle agairst
“copitalist recovery” is found in the majority of the
platforms of workers demands also indicates that on the
side of the proletariat comciousness of the present stakes
is slowly sharpening. Moreover, the development of
discussion around the necessity of strikes and mobiliza-
tions on a sector=wide basis reveals the initial concret-
ization of this comprehension on the level of the orgo-
nization of defersive struggles, The discussion around
the convocation of a democratic congress of all the
unions taket on growing importance in the present phasa
for the orientation of the consciousness of workers to-
ward the need for unification and centralization of the
mobilizotions, especiolly since in view of the structural
erisis of Partuguese eapitalism, many mobilizations im-
mediately roise the problem of the survival of the fac-
tory, the reconversion of the industrial bronch, and so
on. To this have been added the objective effects of
the nationalizations, which result in the Ministry of
Laber, the government, becoming the direct interlocutar
both far the workers of Timex or Firestone {where the
question of nationalization is objectively posed) and

for those of the metal and construction industries,

Nevertheless, the response still remains fragmented, in
foce of an offensive of the employers and the govern-
ment that is tending fo sharpen. The grip and policy of
the reformists; the division that they maintain, go hand
in hand with the inexperience of the movement os o
whaole: There has never been o general strike in Portu=
gol. Hence, o central outlet for the present struggles
is unlikely in the short run (apart from the possibility
of a response to a major provocation by the bourgeai-
sie}, and this comstitutes o decisive element reducing
the impact of the defensive struggles. But it dowes not
follow from this that it is pmsihi& for capital to grod-
vally impose all its own selutions, for the erganizational
strengthening, the defensive capacity (even fragmented),
and the combativity of the workers comstitute obstocles
that cannot be easily overcome but must be viclently
swept away. In this context, the result of the elections
to the Assembly of the Republic (the legislature) not
only oppears uncertain for the bourgeoisie, but even
strongly threatens to fail to become the second wing of
the project initiated on Movember 25,

Counting on the voluntary collaboration of the 5P, on
the CP's policy of being a "respectable party, * on the
passivity of the masses up through the elections, and

on the possibility of its partial victories' being clearly
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reflected in the electoral results, the bourgeaisie worked
out the following plan after November 25:

The "pact” between the Council of the Revelution and
the political parties wos supposed to permit a framework
to be traced out by April 25, 1976, within which the
electoral results could be randered operative.

On the basis of the restoration of the smte institutions,
of a consolidation of the repressive apparatus, a presi-
dent of the republic wos supposed to be installed, a can-
didate of national unity designated by the officers and
then approved in a plebiscite thanks to the support of

the major workers and bourgeois parties, This presidential
system was supposed to rest on the increased political
assertion of a petty bourgeoiste that would act as @ coun-
terweight to the working class and on @ channeling of
the workers movement, which would be compelled to
limit its field of activity to economic demands, A body
of antistrike lows and laws agoinst occupations was sup=
posed to limit the workers' sphere of initiotive. At bot-
tom, the essential part of the Spinolist project was being
roised once ggain, in o different context, Economic aid
from imperialism, especially from the European bour=
geoisies, was suppoted to permit the pump of “copitalist
recovery” to be primed again.

The centerpiece of such a construction was none other
than the inaction of the working clast and the conse-
quently sasier agreement of the reformist parties. But
since the middle of March, this centerpiece has crum=
blad, The unanimity that reigned in the ranks of the
bourgeoisie on MNovember 23 once ogain gave way to
divisions, o procrastination. Thus, these divisions reas=
serted themselves over what could have aoppeared as the
point of agresment of diverse bourgeois currents: the
nomination of aon officer to the post of president, more
precisely, the nomination of Ramalho Eanes, the chief
of the general staff. These differences were not solely

a product of uncertainty about the results of the elec-
tions, about the degres to which there would be o shift
in the vote, but above oll of the understanding that any
bourgeois "solution" to the present crisis implies o con-
frontation with the working closs, the cutcome of which
is doubtful, since the wait-ond-see attitude of the work-
ers during the first few weeks after November 25 did

not furn into deep demoralization or apathy.

Paradaoxically, it is in the bourgeois ranks that a cer-
tain wait-ond-see attitude is being manifested today.
While the overall project of copital hos been malntained,
the means acquired on MNovember 25 still seem inode=
quate when compared with the tasks at hand. The crisis
of bourgeols leadership is continuing, especially since
the erronecus predictions about the scope of the mass
movement's capacity to react had cost the bourgeoisie
dearly in September 1974 and March 1975. This can
only increase the hesitations. While there are advocotes
of a coup attempt in the upper circles of the military
command, their capacity to close ronks, as they did
temporarily on MNovember 25, is undoubtedly more lim-
ited,
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The discussion around the constitution = nomely, the
right of the legislative assembly to revise the constitu=-
Hon — synthesizes the gap that exists between the hopes
and projects explicitly expressed and the bourgeoisie’s
immediate posibilities of concratizing them. After de-
fending the Constituent Assembly against the “parallel
power of the workers commissions, " the ruling class
placed a question mark over the very activity of that
body when it threw down the gountlet on Nevember 25,
The dynamic of the "democratic counterrevelution™ is
clearly revealed. But the bosic relationship of forces in-
herited from autumn 1975, its reflection in the relations
among the political parties (and within the linchpin,
the 5P}, and its expression in the conflicts that continue
to run through the military hisrarchy all combined to
defeat this last-minute maneuver. The social mobiliza-
tions of the past two years, expressed in o certain form
in the central articles of the Constitution, have nol
ebbed to the point that their reflection can alfeady be
erosed from what should constitute a prop for bourgeois
rule during the coming years.

In this context, the CDS is taking shape as the advocate
of an effective program for the bourgeois class, even

if this program cannot become a reality in the present
canjuncture. And the design of the CDS is not limited
to the programmatic realm. |t rests on the formation of
a team of political personnel that is linked to imperi=
aliem (the CDU=-CS5U in West Germany, the Giscardians
in France, the Republican party in the United States)
and is capable of embadying imperialism, The CDS5 boses
iteelf on the organization of social forces whose twa
pillars are the CAP (Confederation of Farmers of Portu=
gol), the advance guard of the strugale of the landed
proprietors against the agrorian reform, and the CIP,
genuine argan of political and economic expression of
the Portuguese employers.

As for the PPD, it remains at the intersection of the con-
tradictions within the bourgeoisie and, moreover, is sub=-
ject to the centrifugal pressures of the urban petty bour=
geoisie, a product of the relative expansion of the 1960s,
and of o fraction of the traditional rural petty bourgesi-
sie. In this sense, whatever may be the pretensions of
the PPD's national leader, Francisco 54 Carneiro, os a
party the PPD reflects the crisis of leadership of the
bourgecisie and is asserting itself less and less as @ poten-
tial agent for putting the bourgeoisie’s house in order
again (regardless of its electoral sfrength). It remains

the bourgeols party of social instability and political
crisis.

The workers parties

The current conception within the Socialist party was
expressed by party secretary Morio Soores: "MNovember
25 saved the revolution. . . . In one blow MNovember

25 wiped out the suicidal inclinations of the far left and
cut the ground out from under the for right. . . . Demec-
rocy emerged from the test victorious ond strengthened.

. . » (The suspension of contracts) waos the only realistic
palicy for dealing with the chaos that was threatening. (1)
Soares, like his spiritual fothers of the Social Democ-




rocy, believes to have "soved the revolution" and "safe-
guarded bourgeois democracy, " when in fact he has
apened the doors to counterrevalution. The attacks of
the CAP, CDS, and PPD against the agrarian reform and
against the Secialist minister of agriculture, Lopes Car-
doso, as well as the declarztions of the CIP and the of=-
fensive against the Constitution prove ten times over

that for capitol “sofeguarding democrocy" is but a smoke-
screen for initiating the process of dismantling the forces
of the workers movement. The hatred of the employers
does not stop at the workers of the Communist party or
the far left, it goes on to include the workers of the 5P,

Thus, the SP leadership, which nurtured the hope of
presenting itself in the elections as the natural guaranter
of order on the basis of the political and social stability
it hod helped to construct now Finds itself confronting
the consistent defenders of the only real capitalist order,
And now, in some of his speeches Soares has taken to
calling for saving the SP1

Concurrently, the reanimation of activity among the
workers, poor peasants, and agricultural workers is in=
troducing contradictions into a party that proclaims,
"This is the situation: We are facing o certain reality
and we hdve to decide how to divide the national pie,
Whatever we do at this moment, we cannot expand this
national pie. The Portuguese people must realize this"
(report of Soares press conference in Portugal Socialista,
weekly of the SP, March 30, 1978). The trade-union
militants of the 5P, meeting in Aveiro in January 1976,
thought it was possible not only to divide this pie in
another way, but even to produce it so as to be pleas-
ing to the taste of the workers. More than one SP work-
er has come to share this sentiment since then.

Under this double pressure, the 5P is being led to ac-
centuate its image as o government party, the only gov-
ernment party, in an illusory attempt to escape this
controdiction by apparently placing itself above it, Be-
fore the workers, the SP puts the emphasis on its inde=
pendence of the PPD and CDS. Before the bourgeaois
camp, it stresses its refusal to make o coalition with

the CP, which is intended as the proof of its desire to
guarantee stability.

Mot only does this project require a high electoral score,
but above all it presents no strategic fnterest for the
bourgenisie, which pays greater attention to the role
played by the trode unions under 5P leadership in the
recent struggles (banks, public services) than to the
statements of Soares, A government with the SP as the
backbone Is temporarily useful for the bourgeoisie ina
certain conjuncture, but the bourgesisie understands
where the real center of gravity of the permanence of
the present crisis lies: in the nature of the relationship
of social forces. Modifying this relationship in its favor
implies, at least during the initial pericd, an ottock

on the unions, including those led by the 5P, and then
a battle against the SP itself.

Aftar the operation of the Amodora commandos, the
Communist party, shifting its project of alliances o
notch to the right, sought to obtain the support of the
Melo Antuneses and the Charaises (those they call "dem-
ocratic officers") by offering to support their troops,

The few mobilizations organized by the CP {assemblies
of the Intersindical, the trade-union federation on Jan-
vary 17 and Februory 27) were aimed exclusively at

this, which implied a certain show of force.

But the rapid conquest of key posts in the army by the
Spinolists and the traditional hierarchy strongly limited
the maneuvering room of these "democratic officers.”
Mereover, what they wanted most of all was to see the
weight of the CP added to that of the SP in order to
counterbalance the tendency of the "operating troops”
to get out of hand in the manner of loimes MNever. They
were nat locking for privileged links with the CP, 5o
the range of the party leadership was 4 bit too short!

With the upturn of the movement for demands in March
there was an increose in the blackmailing pressure of
the bourgeoisie and the officers who, on the basis of
the results of November 25, were forging o weapon for
eliminating any CP faothalds in the state apparatus,
Concurrently, the opening of the Cunhal leadership to-
ward the 5P required thot the CP make o number of ges-
tures of goodwill. In any event, that has been the direc
tion taken by the CP's electoral propaganda for a "left
majority, " that is, in reality, an SP government sup-
ported by the TP,

Trapped in this vise and worried about winning an elec=-
toral score that would not result in its being thrust too
far to the sidelines, the CP declared itself in fovor of

a "social truce" and shelved its professions of faith in
the "socialist revolution." The editorial in Avante,

the CP newspaper, does not comouflage the fundamental
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line: “To prevent the social and political stabilization
of o révolutionary situation (sicl) is thus one of the
majar objectives of the counterrevalution in it efforts
'a reconguer power., . . . The Portuguese CP completely
ograe: on the foct that social conflicts must not be shar=-
pened, for they might then creote o climate of insta=
bility ond disarder in the country, which weuld be fa=
vornble anly ta the designe of reaction, .. . Once
again, wa must repeat that the juststruggle for demands
must be subsrdinated to these basic objectives, as the
workers in civil comnstruction have baen able to under-
stand " [Avante, April 1, 1976.)

All these capitulations have nonethaless not prevented
the bourpecisie, still shaken by the svents of autumn
1575, fram plocing elimiration of the CP from the stgte
apparatue in the center of its electoral objectives. On
the other hand, these copitulations are beginning to
run inte hostility from sectars of the werking class, Al-
though on the whole the CP {through the Intersindicall
has been able to keep control over the mobilizations

of the most tmportant branches (metals, construction),
local irstances of the CP's being outflanked have al-
ready occurred. In addition, the agricultural workers
of the Alentejs ara not prepared to tailor their method
of struggle in the material daferse of the land they have
sccupied to these declorations of appeasement,

Thus, what we are seeing is the structural difficulty of
the strategy of the CP, which is aimed ot stabilizing
instability and hence puts the brokes on any dynomic
toward the unification and centralization of the dafan=
sive shruggle .

“Against the fascist threat»

If only because of the opportunities (radio, television,
the press| it presents to the organization: of the so-
called revolutionary left, the present slectoral cam-
paign(2) could be an exceptional cceasion for stimulat-
ing the assimilation of the many experiences thot have
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been undergone by the masses over the past two YEars,
of generating resporses permitting the broadening of
defensive struggles and of indicating o central political
outlet,

But the formations of the far left, like the MES (Movi=
mento de Esquerdo Socialista — Left Socialiet Movement)
and the PCP-R {Partide Comunista Portugués -Recon=
struido — Portuguese Communist party-Reconstructed),
on the besis of an analysis centering all charocteriza-
tion of the period on the threat of fascism, logically
develop o campaign the backbons of which is formed

by the themes of the “antifascist struggle,  even though
there are still impartant political differences among
these arganizations.

Thug, the MES writes in an editorial in its newspaper,
Poder Popular: "The basic combat frent against foseism

is the front of the masses, the organization and uni by

of the people for the resistance that makes possible o

new rise in popular initiative. . . . The fascist threat

Is not helding back; it is fighting! Agalnst the mansuvers
of the fascists and the imperialists — unity, action, and
struggle! Unity of the people agoinst fascism, for peo-
ple’s power,” (April 3, 1974.) In oddition, the MES
does not put forward any contrete perspective capoble

of acting as a medigtion toward an initiol centraliza-
tion of the respomte to the offensive of the employers,

It maintains silence about the necessity of o democratic
congress of the trade unions. It is oppased to tendency
righfs in the trade unions, with all the implications this
entails bath for the unification of the ranks of the work-
ers-and for breaking the bureaucrotic policy of the CP
within the Intersindical. This "hestility® to the right

of tendency may be linked to its conception of the re-
lationship between the political parties ard the “oroans
of popular power." Finally, the MES avoids the ques-
tion of o government slogan that takes account of the
attachment of the masses to the reformist parties; the
relationship of forces between the workers parties and

the bourgeoisie, the necessity of unifying the ranks of
the proletariat, and the demands and neads of the toilers,
Thus, the MES gives no clear answer to a question that

it being debated constontly during the electoral campaign.

The PCP-R, which has gained strength organizationally
during the latest period, ond its front, the UDP [Unido
Democratico Popular — Popular Democratic Unian),
attributes the following role to the electoral campaign:
"The electoral campaign must be transformed infoa high
paint in the struggle of the Portuguese people for Free=
dom, Bread, Land, and Mational |ndependence, ogainst
the two superpowers and Eurcpean imperialism. . . .

It is essential to center the electoral compaign against
the foscist threat and ooaimst poverty. " (Resolution of
the PCP-R Central Commitiee, Bandeira Vermelha,
April 1, 1976.) For the PCP-R, the essential thing
seems to be the development of its front, the UDP; thus,
the second wave of unionization and all the related
problems cannot be taken inte consideration as central
concerns. In the rather long Central Committes resalu-
tion, there js net even any mention of the trade-union
guestion.
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MNevertheless, the PCP-R, in the heat of ts slacteral
compaign "against the fascist threat, " does put forward
a governmental slogan: "An antifascist and patriotic
government that guarantees the people's conguests,
that Firmly opposes fascism and respects the liberty of
the people, @ government of national independerce
that breaks the imperialist alliances and transforms Por-
tugal into a country independent of the superpowers,
nonaligned, with close relations with the third world. "

Fram March to MNovember 1975 the maturation of tha
political situation confronted these organizatiors with
a multitude of complex political preblems, The polit-
ical origin of these organizations is recent and thay
have taken root in a workers movement with limited
Marxist and communist traditions, one rarely offected
by sftrategic debates (apart from those related to the
"5ino=Saviet conflict™, Thus, o process of moturstion
on various questions, which was forcefully posed by
reality (weorkers control, self-oraanization), was com-
bined with ultraleftist competition traced out by the
effects of the ropid revolutionary upsurge on organiza-
tions with short pc“!'ll:ul histories, This latter aspect
was revealed above all in the orientatian toward the
reformists (chorocterization of the 5P, united front),
but also in their understanding of the naoture of the rev-
olutionary upsurge, dual pawer, sfc.,

The refreat provoked by November 25 intarvensd in the
political development of these srganizatians. It is now
pushing them onto the "reassuring terrain of "antifaz-
cism" and is slowing down the critical assimilation of
the previous experiences, even though an interesting
discussion (too often suddenly halted by the leadership)
hias marginally arisen in their ronks.

A latent crisis

Although Movember 25 will certainly find expression

in the electoral results, 1t reflection threatens o be
quite hazy. A shift o the right {after the 58,7 percent
of the vote won by the reformist workers parties and the
far-left organizations In the elections a year age) would
have to be massive for the electoral results to become

o direct lever in the accentuation of the attack of the
emplayers and the government aimed at allotting new
political territory to the bourgeoisie.

Mot only s a very clear shift in the vote (reducing the
share of the workers parties to less than 45 parcent) far
from assured, but also ond above all, even an important
shift could lead to an electoral relationship of forces
relatively divorced from the relotionship of social forces,
as is indicoted by the initial new rise in the workers
response, To then form o PPD-CDS government and

throw the SP and CP iul’nrlt into the opposition would
imply opting for a shorf-term test of social and political
strength. This possibility is certainly net regerded with
equal serenity by all the currents of the ruling class.
Even if it wos arithmetically possible, the risk that wayld
be entailed in such o choice is obvious, especial ly given
the country's proximity to Spain, whera the workers

have already defeated the reformist projects of Franco-
sm.

These elections will alsa test the balance of forces within
the bourgsais camp, with the function of disengaging

an alternative for a subsequent phose, [n this sense, an
electoral boost in the strength of the CDS compared with
last year (g strengthening Hed to the modification of

the attitude of sectors of the petty bourgeoisie and o
their organization) would suggest the party of Freito do
Amaral as the political axls of the counterrevalution,
with consequent ramifications In the military camp.
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Freito do Amaral addressing a conference of the CDS.

Behind the reassuring electoral declarations, the fesl=
ing that these elections "will settle nothing” is predom=
imant in the Portuguese bourgecis press today, This crisis
of leadership will certainly be manifested in the discus-
sion that will take ploce arovnd the choice of one or
several presidential candidates, An SP government, in
consonance with the wishes of Soares but contrary to

his illusions, would be only a gevermment of crisis.,
Likewise, after a period of o vacuum of power, thera
could be g restoration of the governmental siatus que
{an SP-PPD coalition government, presented os a "gov-
emmant of naticnal salvation") in order fo get the rank
and file of the parties to occept it more easily, A "na-
tional salvation" that certain officers would like to be
different,

April B, 1975

FOOTNOTES:

1. Mario Soares, Portugal, guelle révolution? (in=-
terviews with D, Pouchin-Calmann Lewy),

2, For the positions of the Liga Comunista Interna=
cionalista (LCl = Internationalist Communist League),
sympathizing organization of the Fourth Internaticnal,
see INPRECOR, MNo. 47/48, April 1, 1974, In our next
issue we will publish an extroct from the LC|1's electaral
platfarm,
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ON THE COORDINACION
DEMOCRATICA

Cin March 26 o new organization, the Coordinacién Democrdtica (Demacratic Coordination) was
founded in Madrid, The new body assembles two opposition bodies that have existed in Spain for
severa| years: The Junta Democrdtica (Democratic Council) and the Plataforma de Convergencia
Democrdtica (Platfarm of Democratic Convergence), These two organizations have been joined by
the Christion Democracy of Ruy Giménez, wheo signed for the Demecratic Left pending ratification
of the accord by the congress of this arganization,

The Junta Democrdtica hod been founded on July 30, 1974, in Paris. Initioted by the Communist
party, it included the Carlist party and the Popular Socialist party. It called for the utilization of
peaceful means fo wage "national democratic action™ "at the opportune political time."

The Plataforma waos crested o year later, in the summer of 1975, Initiated by the PSOE (Spanish
Socialist Workers party, the Social Democrocy), it included the Basque MNationalist party, the
Democratic Left, the MCE (Communist Mevemant of Spain), the ORT (Revolutionary Workers Cir-
ganization), the Corlist party, and the Sponish Social Democratic Union, It called for the "open-
ing of a constituent pericd” leoding to o "negotioted breok, ™

Below we are publishing the text of the founding declaration of the Coordinacidn Democrdtica.
|n addition, we are publishing o communiqué on the Coordinacién issued March 31 by the Liga
Comunista Revelucionario /Euzkedi to Askatasuna=Vl (LCR/ETA-VI — Revolutionary Communist
Leogue Basque Nation and Freedom-Sixth Congress), sympathizing organization of the Fourth
International in Spain,

@ Declarationofthe @
Coordinacion Democratica

|n foce of the general crisis of the government and the
regime and the alsence of just and effective solutions
to the grave problems of the country, fully conscious
of the historic responsibility incumbent upon the demo-
cratic opposition before the peoples of Spain, the Junte
Democrédtica de Espano and the Plataforma de Conver-
gencia Democrdtica have decided, effective today, to
dissolve and to simultanecusly constitute a single oppo-
sition organ, called Coordinacién Demecrdtica, as the
indispensable means of offering Spanish seciety a real
olternative power copoble of transforming the present
state into o democratic state by the peaceful rood,

Coordinacién Democrdtica opposas the continuation of
a regime that Is making it impossible for all citizens to
snjoy democratic rights, whether in the form in which
it has established jtself by virtue of the Fundamental
Laws ar in any form of government or state that attempts
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to impose itself on the people without the necessary
prior consultation, with full guarantees of political free-
dom and impartiality in which equality in the use of
siate means of mass communication is assured.

Consequently, Coordinocién Democrdtica denounces

as contrary to peaceful coexistence the attempt of the
governmant to maintain itself in power through its so-
called reformist policy, combining democratic promises
with repressive measures and attempting to divide

the most responsible trode-union ond political forces

by meams of arbitrary discrimination and exclusions,

The draft political reform laws approved by the govern-
ment and sent to the Cortes (parliament] are not accept=
able to the opposition because although from a formal
point of view they modify the previous state of affairs,
they do not grant democratic liberties to all the citizens
of the state.




Coordinacién Democrdtica announces ifs decision o
undertake adequate political measures to achieve the
following objectives:

*|mmediate release of political prisoners and trade-
union prisoners without exception, the return of all
exiles, and an amnesty that restores full rights to those
who have been deprived of them for palitical or trade-
union reasons,

*The effective and full exercise of the human rights
and political liberties corsacrated in international ju-
ridical documents, especially for all political parties,
without ony exception.

*The immediate and full recognition of trade-union
liberty and the elimination of the present state union.

*The full, immediate, and effective exercise of the
rights and political liberties of the various nationalities
and regions of the Spanish state.

*The functioning of a single and independent judicial
power according fo the requirements of a demacratic
soclety.

*The realization of the breok or democratic alterna-
tive by means of the opening of a constituent period
that leads, through a popular consultation based on
vniversal suffrage, to a decision about the form of the
state and government, as well as the defense of polit=
ical liberties and rights during this peried.

Coordinacidn Demacrdtica invites:

*The existing opposition bodies among the nation=
alities and regions to join with this body inte the dem-
ocratic alternative on the scale of the Spanish state;

* The political parties and trode-union organizations
throughout the state that were not part of the Platafarma
or the Junta to integrate themselves info the Coordina-
citn Democrdtica;

*The econemic, professional, and cultural sectors
and the public administration, as well as the church,
military, and judicial institutions to open up a dialogus,
in the name of the higher interests of the fatherland,
that leads to the realization of the peaceful alfernative
defined here;

*All the democratic, political, trode-union, and
social forces and all the citizens of the pacples of the
Spanish state to participate in the peaceful actions and
mobilizations needed for the real conquest of fundo-
mental rights and liberties and for the ssheblishment,

at the time of the break, of broad coalition organs of
executive power, nonexclusive and nonobligatory, that
guarantee full exercise of democratic liberties and rights
and the opening and developmant of the constituent
process toward the fransference of power to the organs
of executive power or government that are constitution=
u”y alacted .,

Coordinacién Democrdtica believes that the occomplish-
ment of its political purpose os o democratic alternative
requires that it last until general elections are convoked,
without prejudice to the freedom of sach party in the
camstitutional debate; after the democratic breok, it
will recansider whether its continuation as a united body
is opportune,

The signers of Coordinacién Democrdtica declare their
profound conviction that in signing they all concur
with the desire to overcome the conflicts of the past
and that they will respect the results of the constituent
process and the corresponding democratic elections.

Coordinacién Democrdtica expresses iis total convic=-
tion that this program constitutes the only peaceful al-
ternative leading to democracy. Its realization is thus
not the exclusive task of the opposition, but must be
the primordial task of all Spaniards.

Madrid, March 26, 1576

Signers:

Comisiones Obreras (Workers Commissions), Grupo In-
dependiente (Independent Group), Meovimiento Comu=
nista {Communist Movement), Partide Carlista (Carlist
partyl, Partide Comunista de Espafia (Communist party
of Spain), Partide Demdcrata Popular {Popular Demo-
cratic party), Partido Social-Demécrata {Social Demo-
cratic party), Partido Socialista' Obrero Espafcl (Span-
ish Socialist Workers party), Partido Socialista Popular
{Popular Secialist party), Partido del Trabajo de Espafia
iLober party of Spain), Unidn General de Trabojodores
{General Workers Union), Unidn Secial-Demderata Ei-
pancla (5panish Social Democratic Union), |zquierda
Democrdtica (Democratic Left), pending ratification
at its nex! congress.

JOAN BAVENTOS |Convsrgansis
|BEagropamans Bociniwie), HEMY

1. In the first place, in view of the arrest of several
members of Coordinac ién Demacrdtica (CD) and the
prosecution of four of them, including three leaders of

rra REpubiiganal,
(Parel Caril), COLOMIMAS, jr. {Frosi Mactonsl] y J CoORMUDELLA

mmuniqué of the LCR/ETAVI@®

ANTORID GUTIERREZ (F. 8 U. C PERAD ANDIAGE (P B U} AMADED CUITS (Meagrepaminl], FALLACH
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(Capvasgancis Demscriics) ARMIAY [Unian Demacdbon). SADIA

workers organizations, we express our solidarity against
Francoist repression and we commit ourselves to the

struggle for their release, together with all political



prisoners, thus strengthening and extending the battle
for amnesty,

2, On the CD decloration of March 25, 1976, our po=
sition is as follows:

a. The fundamental meaning of the constitution of
CD consists of offering a political pact to the so-called
reformist sectors of the government and of Francoism
in general, This has been explained in various versions
by leaders of the bourgeois and workers groups that have
signed the declaration.

b. The political logic of this pact in reality is not
a respofse to "the crisis of the government and the re-
gime and the cbsence of just and effective solutions fo
the grave problems of the country.™ |t is essentially a
response to the refationthip of forces that exists in the
cbuntry between the two fundamental classes of society,
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, This relationship
of forces hos been expressed in an offensive of mass ac-
fien of unprecedented combativity, scope, and organi=-
zation, especially since last January. This offersive
has not anly "burned" the first governmant of the Fran=
coist menarchy in three months and revealed the unvi-
ability of any project of "reform” of the dictatorship,
but has also begun to place a question mark over any
possibility of establishing a bourgeois regime in Spain.

Thus; the desire of the workers to win their demands,
their right to wark, their own erganization basad on

the soversignty of their assemblies and on the alection
in these assemblies of various types of direct represento~
tives (delegates, representative commissions, etc.);

the deep consciousness of solidarity between the work=
ing class'and the other populor layers exploited and op-
pressed nationally and socially; the extension of the
struggle for amnesty and the inclusion of "labor amnesty "
within that struggle; the extension of the struggle for
the dissalution of the repressive corps and for extraction
of responsibility for the crimes of Francoism, inall, the
sttuggle for the complete liquidation of the dictatorship
= all these things already indicate that the objective
dynamic of the mobilization of the masses after the con-
quest of liberty will clash with any attempt to restrain

it within the limite of @ "fruncated democracy " con-
cocted according to the recipes of the Spanish bour-
geoisie,

The pact that is offered by the CD to the "reformers"
of Francoism has Spanish big capital, the military hier-
archy, and imperialism as its real intarlocuter and hos
the essential objective of holding back this mass dy=
namic, reducing it to limits compatible with the estab-
Iishment of a bourgecis "democratic” state in Spain.

<c, On this basis, it is possible o explain why the

CD declaration does not pose opposition to the France=
ist monarehy in.a clear and explicit fashion; it does

not elearly and ‘axplicitly pose the free exercise of the
right of self-determination of all the peoples oppressed
under the Spanish stote; it does nat even allude to the
necessity of dissolving the Froncoist repressive apparotus;
it does not even allude ro the economic ond secial de-

mands of the workers, The constituent elections are
posed for an indefinite future; in the meantime some
"brood coalition organs of executive power" (in which
the Francaist "reformers” would be included and at
whose head would stand Juan Carlos) will "guorantee”
the defense of political |iberties and rights,

3, Consequently, the LCR/ETA-VI totally oppeoses the
political alternative of the CD'. We deny that the "ne-
gotiated break"” [ruptura pactada) Is the rocd to the
overthrow of the dictatorship; that rood passes only
through the development of the independent action of
the working class and the people for their demands and
slogans, without any "shortcuts, " through their own
methods of struggle, their own forms of organization.
It is only this mass action that will guarantee the liqui-
dation of the dictatorship and the exercise of funda-
mental democratic liberties and rights.

Mow is the time to organize the final assault of the
working class and the people against Francoism, to pre=
pare the general strike that will bring down the dicta-
torship.

Mo "provisional coalition government” has the slightest
right to exercise power afrer the overthrow of the dicta-
torship, The convocation of elections to a constituent
assembly by universal suffrage with the right to vote at
sixteen years of age must be immediate.

4. In foce of the desperate maneuvers of the bourgeoi=
sie in its various politicel factions in the attempt 1o
resolve ifs crisis of power, the working class must main-
toin complete political and organizational independence.
Cur people bave paid and are still paying much too

high a price for their liberty (Vitorial] to receive in
exchange o "negotioted caricature” of their rights and
demands.

The unity of the workers and people's movement is cer-
tainly more necessary than ever. This unity is being
built in struggle, in the ossemblies, by the delegates,
the strike committees. This unity requires the common
efforts of al| workers political parties and groups to ex-
tend, strengthen, and centralize the united orgoniza-
tions of the mass movement and ifs vanguard, in the
factories, the workshops, the neighborhoods, the educa-
tional institutions, and so on. This unity requires the
unconditional defense of the ohjectives of the workers
ogainst the dictatorship and the employers, It is for
this unity that we are fighting,

That the workers commissions, the Movimiente Comu-
nista, the Communist party, the PSOE, the PTE, and
the UGT appear as signers of the declaration of the CD
is an obstacle and not at all @ stimulus to the unity of
the working class and the people.

We call &n all these workers arganizations as well as
the other workers organizations and parties and the rev-
olutionary nationalist organizations to construct a
united front against the dictatorship. Down with the
Francoist monarchy | [
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afier the canfonal
elections

he following resolution was adopted by the Central Cammities of the Ligue Communiste Révolu-
tionnaire (LCR — Revolutionary Communist League), French section of the Fourth International, at
its meating of April 3-4, 1974, The meeting took ploce less thon one month ofter the mid=March

valing in the cantoral elections. These elections are held to determine the composition of the con=
seils généroux (general councils), which are county-based bodies that later elect the Senate. The
elections are held in two rounds; Tn coses in which no candidate receives a majority of the vote in
the first round, a second round is held. The cantonal elections are traditionally not of great signif-
icance, This time, however, the Communist and Socialist parties mode massive gains, picking up
267 seats; the 5P vote was the largest of any single party. The elections thus represented a palit-
ical defeat for the current parliomentary majority, Virtually simulianeous with the cantonal elec-
tions, a pall was taken the results of which showed that if |E:_.|‘;!-Eu1i'.'ﬂ elections ware held today,
34 percent would vote for the left parties. The LCR resolution examines the new political situation
in France after the cantonal vote. We have added the titles and subtitles, — INPRECOR

Fragility of the “upturn”

The economic erisis had alreody dealt a hard blow to The upturn, which could have been a major trump card
President Giscard d'Estaing's reputation, built on tha against the Union de la Gauche {Union of the Left, the
basis of his alleged qualities o5 0 manager, an economic Socialist party=Communist party electoral bloc), remains
technician. Thus, his credibility had been badly dom= fragile. (Between September and February indusirial pro-
aged by the impression, very widespread among the duction increased 7 percent, but it is still 5.5 percent
masses, that the regime was not at all in control of the lower than its January 1974 level.) This uptum is fueled
evalution of the economic situation, that the regime's essantinlly by the re-stocking operations of companies
predictions hod been systematically belied by reality. {whose inventories in any cose remain lower than they
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were in 1974) through the utilization of conjunctural
financial focilities accorded by the regime in the frame-
work of the various pump=priming plans and through the
upturn in consumption linked in part to the easing of
credit (Feurcade, the minister of finance, has just de-
cidad fo tighten credit again and to raise the prime in-
terest ratel.

The fragility of this upturn may be measured by certain
important indices:

*The new uptick in inflation (from =1.1 percent in
January to +0.7 percent in February, 1.2 percent ac-
cording to the CGT, the country's largest trade-union
federation] will be further primed by the suthorizations
for price increases granted to industrialists, who are mak-
irg this freadom of prices a condition for an upturn in
dnvestment; this is true to such an extant that the curve
for the first half of 1976 points to an 11-12 percent an-
nual inflation rate.

* The aceentuated deficit in the trode balance (less
than 93 percent of the covering rate of Janvary 1976)
will continue to be aggravated under the effects of the
de facto devaluation of the franc, which entails price
increases for energy without improving the competitive
pasition of French products on foreign markets,

" The maintenance of a very significant rate of unem-
ployment, which will not be able to ba reduced in the
medium term, even though shorf=time work is tending
ta diminish with the upturn in industrial activity,

*Finally, the rate of investment remains quite low
and testifies to the defiance of the employers in face of
a regime they comsider incapable of guaranteeing social
peace. {In 1975 the volume of investment declined 10
percent compared with 1974; in 1976 1t s axpected to
remain at the 1975 favel.)

To these factars it is appropriate to add some elements
that relate to more structural phenomena of the Franch
economy and that also constitute obstacles to the upturn:

" The very significant corporate debt considerably
reduces the possibilities of self-financing and makes the
companies very dependent on financial markets;

“The crisis, while it has confributed to accelerating
the trend toward concentration of the productive oppa-
ratus by liquidating sectors considered unprofitable
(considerable increase in the number of bankrupicies),
has been neither sufficiently lasting nor deep to really
"prune down" this apparatus. Hence, the bourgeoisie
has to pay the price for maintaining a productive appa=
ratus that remains archaic in certain sectors. In addi-
tion, discontent is developing among some layers (arti-
sans,, shopkeepers, small and medium=-sized companies)
whose interests have been harmed; ot the same time, it
is precisely these loyers that constitute the most solid
pillars of support far the regime.

On the other hand, the crisis has extensively contrib-
uted to a virtually complete paralysis of the European
Community. The devaluation of the French franc (which
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has cost 33 percent of the country's gold and currency
reserves) and the fall of the lira and the pound sterling
rander the project of European monetary union null and
void and threaten to accelerate pratectionist tendencies
in the various member states, thus further diminishing
the already low level of international trade. The agri-
cultural Common Market has also been hard hit by the
crisis. It is the peasonts who have borne the brunt of
this crisis, with a decl ine in purchasing power over the
past two years, while the problems of milk and wine
{sectors in which small plets predominate) are becoming
explosive,

Erosion of the regime’s
social base

The political cosequences have been especial ly impor-
tant in that the regime hod genemlly based its reputa-
tion on its economic capacities; hence the questioning
of this regime by o section of the bourgesisie:

*Economically, Giscard's failure may be measured
by the loss of confidence of a section of the employers,
who henceforth refuse to accept any referm promulgated
by a regime they consider |ittle effective,

*The European project, which was supposed to be
the grard idea of "Giscardism, " the Paris=Bonn alliance,
has been postponed indefinitely and the problem of the
election of a European parliament is lesing its function
as g bone of contention within the Unien de lo Gouche,

*Finally, internationally, the prospect of the vig=
tory of the Union de la Gauche is contributing to dis=
crediting the existing regime, The international bour=
geoisie, the U.5. bourgeoisie in the first place, is osk-
ing itself about the consequences of a left victary and
is preporing to work out what tactic to fallow in +the
event that it tokes ploce,

The social base of tHElregime is continuing to erode.
This is a consequence both of the secial and economic
situation of the country (restructuring, liquidation of
archaic sectors, etc.) and of the political and social
crisi shoking various institutions (evelution in the church,
for example) . But this is not compensated for by any
gain of influence among new layers, contrary to Gis-
card's hopes. Moreover, entire sectors of the traditional
petty bourgecisie are entering into direct oppasition to
the regime in an especially vialent fashion since whole
regions are now experiencing all the consequences of
the policy of the strong state, particularly in the de-
struction of the classical relations of bought-and=bér-
tered interests, Regional aspirations are thus crystalliz-
ing among homogenecus regional entities, leading to
defiance of the Giscard regime on the part of various
social layers. This defiance and these aspirations may
take on a lasting anticapilalist charaeter under the in-
fluence of twa factors:

* the mossive radicalization of an exploited peasaniry
in face of stepped-up bourgeois projects aimed ot lig-
vidating agrarian structures that are not adapted to the
penetration of capilal;

“the alliance of this peasantry, through local struc-
tures of struggle or regionalist currents, with the orga-
nized workers movement,
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Although Giscard's project — win over some of these
loyers, born of the development of capitalism, in order
to compensate for the disappearance of traditional paints
of support among the bourgeoisie — emerged from a lu-
cid consciousness of the continuing erosion of the so-
cial base of the regime from De Gaulle to Pompidou,

the failure of all modernist and reformist demagogy in
foce of a Socialist party that is fully benefiting from

the development of these layers confines Giscard to the
narrow social bose of Pompidouism.

This failure is enlivening the controdictions within the
presidential majerity, contradictions that cannot be re-
duced to cligue or family quarrels. Rather, they mani-
fest the profound disarray of the political personnel of
the bourgeoisie, |t is in this context that the results of
the contonal elections must be interpreted, |n this sense,
they are urusual elections, for in the present conjunc-
ture they lose a part of their traditional function and
bacome a mational confrontation between two blocs,
turning into an electoral erystallization of the growing
palitical polarization of the country.

Thus, these elections served to raveal the real situation
on all levels: In the Union de la Gouche they highlighted
the relationship of forces between the CP and the SP;
within the bourgecisie they acted as an alarm signal
against the Union de la Gauche; finally, among the
masses they highlighted the weakness of the regime. 5o
much so that the consciousness born of the results of the
cantonal elections (the majority becoming the minority)
#is-becoming a weighty objective phenomenon in the
strugales ¢ the workers, especially if account is taken
of the electorialist education of the workers movement,

The diversity of responses proposed by the bourgecisie

= from Diebré& and his Government of National Salva-
tion to Faure, who wants to excommunicate the 5P, to
Chinaud and his trofka™ — must create no illusions.
All these responses have one point in common: They
draw the bolance-sheet of the failure of the Giscardian
attempt to make an opening to the left (to attrac! the

SP or & part of the Union de la Gauche voters) and they
uphold the necessity of returning to the traditional themes
of the right (order and security) by brandishing the spec-
ter of "collectivism.” What is involved, then, is a right
turn an the ideslogical and political level. Clearly,
Giscardism hos not dismantled Pompidouism.

The great Giscardian illusion of a liberal party over-
stepping or breaking the UDR (Union des Démacrates
pour la République — Union of Democrats for the Re-
public, the Gaullist party) has gone up insmeke. The
rule now is every man for himself, From this point of
view, the nomination of Jocques Chirac as coordinator
of the presidential majority is also o bitter return to

* The reference is to a reconstituted majority,
with its three components: the Gaullist UDR (Jacques
Chirac), the Independent Republicans (Michel Ponia=-
towski), and the Centre pour la Démocratie et le Pro-
grds, Center for Democracy and Progress (Lecanuet),
—INPRECOR

reality and will further accentuate the weight of con-
servatism in the new policy of the regime, making Gis—
card more closely dependent on the UDR, even if this
nomination will also genamte deep unease among the
majority.

The right turn had already been visible [n practice with
the development of anti-union repression in the facto-
ries. It has now been confirmed and occentuated. Thus,
we must expect o much harder line in the regime’s pol-
icy, an accentuation of the repressive policy in anat-
tempt to break the combativity of the workers before
the 1978 legislative elections and to make the workers
bear the costs of the economic uptum,

Breakthrough of the SP

The cantanal elections confirmed the advance of the

SP and the axpansion of its base. Mevertheless, it may
be noted that in the cantons in which the old SFIO
Section Frangalse dae |'Internationale Quvrigre — French
Section of the Warkers International, the former name
of the Socialist party) had its greatest strength, there
wos o levelling off, and even a decline, of votes for
the SP. |t was also in these cantons that It was most
difficult to get the SP voters to vote for the CP on the
second round. The focts testify to the profound transfor-
mation.of the SP electorate, which is linked to the very
avolution of the social structure; the SP electorote fo-
day can in no way be confused with the old electorate
of the SFIC, One may also note the modsive progress
made by the SP in the working-class suburbs, which
testifies to the expamsion of the party's audience, if
not fts erganization, in the factories,

The nearing of new electoral target dates is also heat-
ing up the debates within the 5P and cbligates Mitter-
rand to more rapidly homogenize the parly apparatus
in preparation for the legislative elections of 1978,
The extraordinary SP congress called for May 15 and
14 is intended to allow him to toke the offensive in
this direction. Even though the 5P is continuing fo.re-
spand to the accusations of the CP, a desire to limit
the polemic may be noted.

The personal role and weightof Mitterrand has clearly
been strengthened by the success in the cantonal elec-
tions. In the eves of everybody he is preparing for his
function as chief of state by establishing the necessary
relations on the international level:

*trip to Algeria in February 1976;

*meeting with the U.5. ombassador, during which
there was probably discussion about conditions and guar-
antess in the event of a victory for the Union de la
Gauche [NATO, relations with the USSR, ete.);

%in the framework of the Socialist International Tr=
self, within which his position has been aided by the
election results, he is negotioting the attitude of So-
cial Democratic Europe toward a France governed by
the Union de lo Gauche. Mitterrand is winning his
gamble, which was to resuscitate the SP through an al-
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Offensive revival of
workers

On the whale, the French working closs has resisted

the employers’ desire 1o make it bear the costs of the
crisis, In terms of deferse of purchosing power, the
working class hos resisted more successfully in France
than in some other European countrias; The high level
of combativity has been maintained, as is testified to
by the many strugales over jobs that tock place through-
out 1975,

Mevertheless, since the public services strike of March
2, 1975, there has been an upturn in struggle, which
hos been picked up by the warkers of the SNCF (the
national railrood company) and the metalworkers. Some
traditional foctors can account for this offensive revivel:
the period-cf controct negotiations; the first effects of
the upturn on workers' combativity. But sne of the pra=
dominant foctors hos been the results of the contanal
elections, which, by concretizing a palitical alterna-
tive, have strengthenad the workers' confidence in their
awn will to etruggle. The wait-and-see attitude that
characterized the preceding period has changed a bit.
The revelation of the weakness of the regime is stimu=
lating the sentiment thot it is possible to win demonds
immediately; at the some time, the idea of o probable
vietary in 1978 is taking root,

These various mobilizations (public services, SNCF)
have several common characteristics:

"The theme of the struggles has shifted from o defen-
sive struggle around jobs to @ more offensive struggle
around wages and purchasing power, formuloted every-
wheare In terms of ocross-the-boord increasas;

*The mobilizotions are mossive and give expression
to all the built-up discantent, They are no longer limited
to localized combative movements, but are drawing in
entire sectors of the working elaoss;

“Becouse of the very fact of the massive parficipa=
tion, there is o risk of o gap between the brood van=
guard and the combative workers on the one hand (who
are skeptical about the elassical forms of struggle pro-
posed by the trode=union leaders) ond the mass of wark-
ars on the other hand, for whom the strike, even in this
context, expresses an initial coming to consciousness;

“Finally, fram the outset these mavements have been
viewed by the workers os profoundly united begause of
the participation, under their pressure, of all the unions,
which has contributed extensively to the success of these
mabilizations.

The development of the déepest student mebilizations
since 1768 wos o powerful revealing force throwing
light on the evalution of the conjuncture. Nevertheles,
the difficulties in broadening these mobilizations of stu-
dent youth reflect the absence of any central outlet,
In oddition, the “traditional springtime explosions" are
no lenger encugh fer the high school students and ap-
ptentices to go into motion; now they require precise
objectives and guarantees. In this context, what must
be done is simultaneously:

"continue to view the struggles of the university

students and student youth in general within the perspec-
tive of an overall offensive of the workers against this
minerity regime (while respecting the outonomous pace
of the student mobilization);

*lay the basis for a protracted mobilization against
the education pelicy of the regime and group together
all these who want to Fight the battle for unity, for the
consfruction of united movements in the various milieus
of student youth on the basis of structures of struggle
that emerge in the course of the mobilizations themselves,

At the present time, the leaders of the CGT [Confédé-~
ration Générale du Travail — General Confedemation
of Labor) and the CFDT (Confédération Frangoise et
Démacratigue du Travail — French Democratic Confed-
eration of Labor] refuse o propose o centralization of
the strugglas, which would pose the question of a polit-
ical outletr, although it is true that after the SNCF strug-
gles these |eaderships were led to slightly alter their
declarations, Thus, the CGT and the CFDT seize upan
the foct that some unions, such as Force Duvrigre (Work-
ers Power) ar the independeant unions in the SNCF hod
signed o separate agreement as a pretext o halt move-
ments whose mossive character cbjectively posed the
problem of going beyond the framework thot had been
set for them. The strikes in the SNCF at the end of
March Tllustroted this phenomenon more elearly. Thus,
especially for the CGT, it becomes difficult fo asture
conirol over theseatruggles when tha warkers tee o po-
litical solution as perfectly possible, o solution that is
inany cose put forward by the national leadership of
the CGT inelf,

It can be predicted that the CGT ond CFDT leaderships
will try to channel this wave of struggle into the frame=
work: of o day of oction sometime during the third quar-
ter of the year, thus putting forward an appearance of
centrolization.

The toughening of the policy of the regime against strug-
gles, the employers' establishment of an anti-strike sy~
tem (tramsport of machine parts ond labor force, ete.)
con at any moment pose the problem of o regional and
even national test of sirength, thus transforming 2 con=
flict inte o test during a pre-electoral period and re-
quiring a high level of consciousness and organization
on the part of the workers in order fo offer o response,
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Battle for workers unity

In this conjuncture, the battle for strengthening the
unity of the workers in struggle must be waged by revo-
lutionaries on o priority basis, both against the "s=c-
tarianism" of the CGT and agairst the "leftist" attempts
of some sectors of the broad vanguard. Thus, the estab-
lishment of forms of self-organization should not be o
precondition for the necessary unity, even though we
must do everything possible to develop these forms.

Politically, the sngoing mobilizations must allow us te
put forward abjectives of centralization of the struggles
in order to win cur demands. For the great mass of work=
ers, this perspective is not at all contradictory with the
Carmmon Pragrom and the Unfon de lo Gauche.

It is in liaison with the concrete forms of this process
that we can move from propagandist denunciation of
the SP and CP's refuzal to toke on their responsibilities
te the pasitive agitational formula of an SP-CP govern-
ment as-a function of the very forms of thiz centraliza-
tion. This is the only woy to break down electaral logic
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in real life, the legic within which we would be en-
tangled by any other sort of initiative conceming the
government formula,

But while the primary axis must be the problem of cen-
tralization of struggles for demands and their inevitable
confrontation with the regime (possibly |leading aither
to a new May 1988 or to early elections, as in Britain
in 1974}, we must concurrently dencunce the 5P and
CP's respect for the canstitution of 1958, We must show
that by refusing to demand early elections based on
proportional representation and by proclaiming their
submission to the constitution of 1958 the 5P and the
CP intend to avoid precipitating the political situation,
whethar through action or even through elections. In
fact, they are preparing to administer the strong state
by demanding a "social pause." This only intensifies
the contradiction of the CP between its professions of
democratic faith and criticisms of the SP on tha one
hand and its submission to the 1958 comstitution on the
other hand, a comsfitution that will gront decisive
weight to a Mitterrand, president of the republic, in
administering o strong state.

But while today we put the emphasis on propogandist
denuriciation of the 5P and CP's respect for the 1958
Gaullist constitution and their rejection of early elec-
tiomns on the basis of proportional representation, we do
not odvance the slogan of early elections and o consti-
tuent assembly as positive proposals,

*“We will possibly be able to advance the slogan of
early elections, along with an agitational campaign,
when o second political defeat of the regime occurs
(partial ‘or municipal elections) . Moreover, in this case,
the regime's refusal to coll immediote elections could
be o point of departure leading us to directly posing
the question of an 5P-CP governmant.

*The slogan of the constituent awsembly will not be
able to become comprehensible 1o the broad masses until
the left, now mired in respect for the 1958 constitution,
actually uses this constitution against the demands of
the masses (for example, by keeping Giscard, by pre-
serving the repressive arsenal of the fifth republic, or
on the oceasion of conflict between the president-Bona-
parte Mitterrand and the workers parties, above all the
CP, but alsa the SP or o faction of the SP),

Of course, the scenario of the class struggle cannat be
written in advance. Stoges may be skipped and a gen-
eral strike may give rise to the embryos of workers coun-
cils, The slogan of the comstituent assembly would then
amount fo a retreat from the mobilizotion of the masses
and could on the controry serve the "democrotic coun-
terrevolution.” But today we cannot substitute for the
massds themszlves In determining the poce of their rad-
icalization and the experiences they will have fo un-
dergo. On the contrary, through our slogans and our
demand for "democracy through to the end" we must
lead them to shed their bourgeois-democratic illusions
ard to undergo the experience of the superiority of
workers democracy.,



FEBRUARY 20
GENERAL

In a clear and tangible manner, February 20, 15978,
saw the rebirth of the combativity of the working class
after its first manifestations, which occurred at the end
of 1975, Thus, the paralyzing effects on the working
class of the five years of social peace that reigned after
the bloody reprassion of the Jonatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(People's Liberation Front) in the spring of 1971 are
being overcome,

On February 20 the working class of the entire island
ance again took the offensive ogaimt caplitalist domina=
tion, The growing but restrained indignation of the
working class against the reactionary and repressive
methods used by the government against workers strug-
gles in general and ogainst the strike of the nationalized
printing industry in particular exploded massively when
the workers belonging to maost of the trade unions of the
country, among them the Ceylon Mercantile Union
(CML, struggled shoulder to shoulder in the course of
the first united=-front action of this kind since January
3, 1962, The sirike spread throughout the entire izland,
and the Ceylonese working class showed once aaain

that racial, religious, ond communal differences do not
divide it,

The state of mind of the working class wos manifested
during the militant speeches delivered in the course of
the meeting of the General Council of the CMU on
February 17. The meeting hall was packed with dele=

gates, Specker after speaker come up to the podium to
support the proposal made by the Executive Committee
of the union to participate in the general strike not

only in suppert of the struggle of the workers of the no-
tionalized printing Industry and against the government's
use of emergency laws against this struggle, but alse to
demand the withdrawal of the Essential Services Order,
which deprives the working class of the basic right to
sirike.

Although some important trade unions did not participate
in this strike, ameng them the plantation workers union
and the bank employees union, the paralyzing effects
were tomal in road, air, and rail tramsport, ingeseline
distribution, and in key sectors of industry and trade in
both the public and private sectors.

In the Ceylon Transport Board (CTB) the strike was the
most effective ever seen in this sector, Never hod such
unity been forged throughout the country in the strug=
gle of all the employees of the CTB, In 1952 the strike
in this sector had not otfained the degree of participa-
tion and orgonization manifested on February 20, 1976,
Likewise, in the railroods there could not have been
greater proof of the absolute character of the strike than
the complete desertion of the Fort and Maradana sta-
tions throughout the day.

In the port of Colomba ships were abandoned by the
15,000 workers who make up the work farce. The same
was true for the ports of Galle and Trincomalee. The
state enterprises that employ thousands of workers —
the Insurance Corporation, the Mational Textile Cor-
poration, the State Engineering Corporation, the Steel
Corparation, were all closed.

Mast of the foctories of the private industrial sector,
notably in Ratmalana and Jaela, were affected by the
strike. The Weallawata Spinning and Weaving Mills
ware completely shut dewn,

The main export establishments of tea, rubber, and fiber,
like the maritime shipping companies, were unable to
function at all, The impact of the strike on the popula=
tion was so obvious that the government's feeble attempt
te claim that it wos not really effective served only te
further widen the credibility gaop between the people
and the government,

Panic among the employers

Various incidents cccurred In the waoke of the strike,
The most serious were at the State Textile Corporation
some fifty=five kilometers from the capital, Caolambo,
This factory locked out its workers on February 23 and
the president and one member of the foctory section of
the CMU were arrested, All day on February 21 the
workers hod forced the foremen to apologize for not
having rallied to the strike the daoy before. The gen-
eral monager was sequestered in his office all morning.
He appealed to the army, which, at 7:30 sent a truck-
load of soldiers armed with machine guns. The workers
lined up in frant of the truck and told the soldiers to 9o
ahead and shoot, Other workers began throwing stones

23



SRI LANKA

af the soldiers. They had to withdraw and the gates of
the foctory were closed. Then the angry workers de=
manded that the general manager come before them

to explain why he hod called on the army. He was forced
to do this and had to explain that he had not asked the
army to enter the factory grounds but admitted that he
hod called on the soldiers; he was forced to apologize

o the assembled worker. New incidents occurred dur-
ing the day when o police car arrived ot the factery at
about 10:30. The police were also compelled to leave

the scene under the pressure of the workers. The monage-
ment cancelled Sunday overtime work and on Monday,
February 23, the gotes of the foctory were closed ond

all personnel, that is, about 4,000 pecple, were locked
out, The buses going to the foctory were stopped by the
police, who ossaulted passengers who protested,

February 20 was an important date in the struggle that
pits the working closs of S5ri Lonko opainst their ex-
plaiters, Five years of open and veiled repression have
been unable to paralyze the working class or dismantle
its struggle organizations. As long ago os the end of
last year this rebirth of combativity and offensive co=
pacity of the working class hos been clearly manifested.

Cin December 16, 1975, for example, more than 10,000
members of the TMU demanstrated in Calombo and its”
suburba after stopping work for one hour. Their slogans
were: Rehire the fertilizer workers, Seven months of
struggle of the workers of Hunupitiya, Stop the lockout,
and Stop employing scabs, Five hundred workers of the
Ceylon Fertilizer Company had joined the CMU in
March 1975, and since then none of them had bean
granted the right to bonuses; holidays, insurance, paid
leaves, etc. These same workers were thrown out of
their jobs on June 4, 1975, when they returned to work
after o strike that had begun on April 22, 1975, 1t wos
to draw attention fo these incidents and work stoppages
that the demonstrations were held. These demonstrations
snoked through the city os well os the industrial sectors
of the suburbs. Then, on December 4, some 250 workers,
some with thelr wives and children, enterad the offices
of the company with their bonners: Restore the jobs!
Restore the rights of the workers! The foctory was oc-
cupied, Scabs were quickly brought in from another
factory owned by the company. The same day about o
hundred workers entered the brond new offices of the
ministry to which the Ceylon Fertilizer Company is con=
nected, The workers jammed the stairways and polished
corridors of what used 1o be the headquarters of the
Plonters' Assaciation. The workers did not leave the
premises until they were assured that o meeting would
take place between the minishry and the represantatives
of the strikers.

New rise of combativity

On Janvary 2, 1974, some 2,000 workers of the Wella-
wata Spinning and Weaving Mills left work and spontane-
ously occupied the company offices to demand payment
of their 1975 bonuses. Two yeors before, the workers

of this same enterprise had suffered o deep defeat ofter

a foeur-month struggle against reductions in the work
force and layoffs. The debacle of that struagle ended
with strict limitations on trade-union rights and all oc-
tiwity, The factery operated under the police elub, On
Januvary 2, 1976, the vice-president and executive
director of the company were blockoded in their offices
and had to discuss with the workers. The delegation of
workers sent to hold these discussions did not include
any members of the main union of the factory, which

it controlled by the pro=Moscow CP, The discussion
did not last lang and the anger of the workers mounfed.,
The workers booed the employers. The workers forbid
the managers fo assemble the whole management or to
leave the premises of the factory before an agreement
was reached; the managers then telephoned the heod-
quarters of the CMU to ask CMU general secrefary
Bala Tampoe to come over within fifteen minutes be-
cause they had been sequestered by the workers. When
he arrived at the foctory, Tampoe ossembled the mem-
bers of the CMU to deal with the situation. Armed po-
lice detochments wera forced to refreat. An ogreemant
was reached to pay bonuses to the workers and employ-
ees of the factory and it was demanded that no worker
be prosecuted. Although the leader of the pro-Moscow
CP trode union was prevented from specking during an
assembly of workers cutside the factory, the workers
hoisted Tampoe onto a platform to oddress them. The
immediate result of this conflict was the odherence of
a thousand workers to the CMLU.

These stages in the new rise of workers combativity show
that the ranks of the working class ore regaining their
confidence, that the terror that followed the 1971 mas=
sacres, terror which hod frozen the workers, divided
them according to their different unions whether they
wera affilioted to the various government parties or not,
has lost its ability to weaken the workers movement.

In the meantime, it appears quite clearly that those of
the workers who have maintained their class indepen-
dence of the parties of the government coalition (the
Sri Lanka Freedom party, the Lanka S5oma Samaja party
{Ceylon Equal Society party), and the Communist party)
and who have held firm in their independent unions
agairst the generalized repression now find themselves
prepared and hardened to confront the regime in power.
Thus, the place occupied by the CMU on the trade-
union level and on the political map confers a combined
role on it, political and trade union, and makes it a
central element of the class struggle on the island. That
this organization and the Revolutionary Marxist party,
section of the Fourth International, have jointly argo-
nized the Compaign for Political Freedom in 1976, to
which hundreds of workers have olready extended their
active adherence, also demonstrates that any action

for workers demands in the period now opening has a
political outlet and will inevitably further isalate a gov-
ernment whose social base is continuing to erode. To
demand the "lifting of all restrictions on the freedom
of political prisoners by the government, " "the lifting
of all bans imposed on political organizations and
groups, " and "the halt 1o all discrimination and witch-
hunt" means to fight for the conquests that the workers
movement of Sri Lanka must win for itself in order to
broaden the field of its attack ogainst the government.
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BEHIND THE REVOLT
OF THE ARABS IN ISRAEL

by JON ROTHSCHILD

In 1940 Mr. R. Weitz, a major Zianist leader ard for
many years head of the colonization department of the
Jewish Agency, made this notation in his diary: “Be-
tween oursel ves it must be cleor that there is no room
for both peoples together in this country. . . . We
shall not achieve our goal of being an independent pec-
ple with the Arabs in this small country. The anly selu-
tion is o Palestine, at least Western Palestine (west of
the Jordan River) without Ambs. . . . And there is no
other way than to transfer the Arabs from here to the
neighboring countries, to transfer all of them: Mot one
village, not one tribe, should be left,*

Twanty-seven yeors later, in September 1967, the same
Weitz, discussing the results of the June 1957 war,
looked backward to 1948: ", | . when the UN paossad
the resclution to partition Palestine into two states, the
War of |Independence broke out, to our great fortune.
In this war, o twofold mirocle occurred: territarial vie-

tory and the flight of the Arabs." But notquite all the
Arabs. The Zionist armed forces, charged primarily
with the task of emptying Palestine of Arabs, did their
work effectively. In November 1947 the Arab popula-
tion of the territory that wos to become the state of
lsrael at the end of the 1948 war was approximately
B0O,000, By the beginning of 1949, that population
had been reduced to 133,000, The more than 450,000
expelled Arabs were scatterad across the Arab world,
the majority of them settling in miseroble refuges camps
in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, ond the Goza Strip. They
are the Palestinian refugees. "Forgotten” for some
twanty years by the majority of world "public epinion, "
they were to make their presence felt beginning in 1948
with the rise of the Palestinian Resistance movement,

The fate of the other 133,000 Arobs of Palestine was
different. They became not "Palestinian refugees, " but
"lsroeli Arobs." Most of them (not all) were granted
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citizenship in the new Zionist state, According to the
claims of the Zionist ruling class and propaganda ma-
chine, these Arabs enjoyed an enviable life, unlike
their refugee brothers and sisters who had allegedly
fallen victim to the hysterical anti-Semitic propaganda
of the Arab leaders and had thus abandoned the territory
of the Jewish state, Their standard of living wos said

to be higher thon that of any Arabs elsewhere in the
world. They were said to benefit from all the rights
granted in lsrael, the "only democracy in the Middle
East," They were living proof that Arob hostility to the
state of Israel was based solely on the racist demagogy
of the leaders of the Amb states, for after all, if the
Arabs could live peacefully and happily under the very
administration of the Jewish state, why could not the
Arab states moke peace with lsrael? The tranquility of
the lsraeli Arabs, sven during the wars of 1967 and 1973,
wos pointed to as the proof of the ultimate success of
the Zionist state, The myth of the contented lsraeli
Arab thus fook its place in the pantheon of myths that,
taken together, constitute Zionist ideclogy.

During the last week of March 1976, this myth went the
way of a number of others of its ilk: inte the trash can.
In spite of sweeping preventive arrests and viclent as-
saults on preliminary demonstrations, thawsands of Arobs
in lsroel lounched o general strike to protest against
the seizure of Arob land In Galiles in northarn lsrael,
The tarpet date was March 30, the day of the strike
called by Rakah (the |sraeli Communist party) and the
Committee for the Protection of Arob Londs, a coalition
opposing the Zionist land grob. The lsraeli military
forces opposed the strike with arms. At least six Arobs
were killed by lsraeli soldiers; dezens were wounded;
more than 300 were arrested. Clashes cccurred in of
least nine villages in Galiles, os the Arab population,
for the Ffirst tima in more than twenty=five years, fought
back octively against the Zionist army. The regime or-
dered its froops to fire info crowds; Arobs were beaten
indiscriminately; in Jerusalem soldiers foreibly opened
shops that hod closed in solidarity with the sirike. In
Mazoreth o group of twenty=five to thirty lsroeli sol=
diers broke into the home of Tewfik Zayed, the Com=-
munist party mayor of the town, and beat members of
his family.

But the collapse of the myth of the contented lsraeli
Arab enjoying equal rights with lsraeli Jews rises o
deeper question: Can the lsraeli state moke sufficiently
sweeping reforms to satisfy the demands of its Arab pop~
ulation while still preserving its character os o Zionist
state? Or, put enother way, ls oppression of the Arabs
of Israel o necessary ond integral feature of Zionism
and its state, or is Tt simply the result of bad policies
followed by unwise leaders? The question is not merely
academic. The lsraell Communist party, which holds
political hegemony over the Arabs of lsrael, answers
the first question positively. And its program comsists
of a series of demands aimed precisely at making some
teforms in the context of the maintenance of the Zion-
ist state, Thus, the development of a revolutionary out=
look on the strugale of the Arabs of lsrael requiresan ex-
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amination of the estential bases of both the Zionist
movement and the skate it created.

Zionism: The root of the
problem

The core of Zionist ideclogy is a delusion: that all the
Jews of the world constitute o single nation and that
this dispersed nation has suffered systematic oppression
becouse of the dispersion. The problem of anti-5amitism
can be solved only by "ingathering” the members of
this dispersed nation and establishing o Jewish nation-
state "as Jewish as England is English." Any form of
struggle against anti-Semitism that does nat have os its
goal establishing this Jewish nation-state is o utopian
endeavor, misguided at best, disastrous at worst. Fur-
thermore, the non~Jewish inhabitants of the land on
which this lewish nation=state is to be built must be
dispensed with one way or the other; any means neces-
sary to effect that task are justiFied, since the native
inhabitants are, by definition, part of the universal op-
pressor of the Jews,

The ealenization of Palestine, conducted on the bosis

of thiz ideclogy, thus took an unusval form. Under the
wsua! form of colonization, the colons displace the in-
digenous inhabitants, destroy their culture and society,
ond then trantform them into a proletariat exploited in
an economic system awned and controlled by the seftlers,
But the leaders of the Zionist colonization were not
primarily interested in exploiting the labor-power of

the Palestinian Arabs; they were interested in removi

the indigenous population to make way for the “‘mmui-
ization" of the Jewish nation, which meant creating o
Jewish bourgeoisie, o Jewish petty bourgecisie, and o
Jewish proletariat. Palestinian Arobs displaced by Jewish
settlers were not reintegrated as workers in Jewish=-cwned
econamic enterprises; on the contrary, they were delib-
erately excluded from economic life in the Jewish sac-
tar, The Palestinian Arabs were not seen os a potential
supply of labor-power, but merely os obstacles to the
construction of the Jewish state, k=

The three major slogans under which this celenization
was conducted were: kibush hakarka (cangquest of the
land}, kibush haovoda (conquest of labor), and t'ozferet
hooretz {produce of the land). The first slogan meant
that as much lond as possibleihad to be acquired from

its Arab owners and that no land owned by Jews could
be sold, leased, or otherwise returned fo Arabs. The
second meant that Jewish-owned factories and farms
should exclusively employ Jewish lobor insofar as pos-
sible. (In fact, the Histadrut, which masquerades as a
“frode union” in Israel today, was formed for the pur-
pose of creating a Jewish proletariat by imposing a boy-
cott on Arab lobor.) The third slogan meont boycatt of
Arab production by Jewish settlers.

Dozens of pages of testimony, statistics, and records
could be cited to demonstrate that these three slogans
represented not only the theory but also the practice
of the Zionist colonization. In the interest of bravity,
we will simply quote a stalement made in November
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1969 to the fecretariat of Mapai, the former name of
the ruling Labor party, by David Hocohen, an lscaeli
parliament member for many years and the chairman of
the parliament's Defense and Foreign Affalrs Committee:

"| remember being one of the first of our comrades to
go to London after the first world war. . . . There |
became a socialist. . . . When | joined the socialist
students — English, Irish, Jewish, Chinese, Indian,
African — we found that we were all under English
domination or rule. And even here, in these intimate
surroundings, | had to fight my friends on the issue of
Jewish socialism, to defend the fact that | would not
accept Arabs in my trade union, the Histadrut; to de-
fend preaching to housewives that they not buy at Arab
stores; to defend the fact that we stood guard at orehards
to prevent Arab workers from getting jobs there. . . .
Ta pour kerosene on Arab tomatoes; to atlack Jewish
housewives in the markets and smosh the Arab eggs they
had bought; to praise to the skies the Keriin Kayemet
{Jewish Fund) that sent Hankin to Beirut to buy land
from absentee effendi (londlords) and to throw the
fellohin (peasants) off the land — to buy dozens of
dunams (a lond measure) from an Arab iz permitted, but
to sell, god forbid, one Jewish dunam to on Arab is
prohibited. . . . — To do all that was not sosy. And
despite the fact that we did it — maybe we had no
choice — | wasn't happy about it."

We may pass over Hocohen's unhappiness, which is but
a minor psychological occupational hazard of the "so-
cialist" Zionist. The point is that the implementation
of the progtam was aimed ot creating o hermetically
sealed lewish society free of Arobs, o society with its
own class structure, economic life, administrative op-
paratus, press, armed forces, and so on, That s what
it meant to have a Jewish state, There iz simply no
place in it for Arobs, nor can there be.

Institutionalized repression
After the 1947 armistice that ended the first Arob=1s-
roeli war, the ruling class of the new state faced o seri=
ous problem, The tasks of the comtruction of the Jewish
stote were complicated by the annoying presence of
133,000 non=-Jews, the Palestinian Arabs who had not
been put to flight. The Zionist leadership could not
sacrifice its democratic pretentions without also sacri-
ficing an ideological weapon that was crucial in main=-
taining support for lsrael among democratic world opin-
ion, especially working=class apinion. Thus, it was

not possible to simply pass a series of laws openly deny-
ing rights o Arabs, At the same time, it wos necessary
to establish a legal and social structure that did just
that.

The first step that was token in this direction was to
ploce the lsraeli Arabs under military government. The
legal basis of this regime, the content of which still
exists throughout lsraeli territory although its form has
been modified, is the Emergency Regulations. These
laws date back to the 1936-3% Arab revolt, which be-

gan in Syria and spread throughout Palestine, then un=
der British rule. In 1936 the British passed the "Emer-
gency Laws, * creating the legal machinery for suppress-
ing the revelt, In 1939 these laws were supplemented
by the Defense Laws, which were aimed ot constructing
a durable system of repression based on the military de-
feat of the revolt. In 1945 these two sets of laws were
combined and modified into the Defense Laws (State of
Emergency). This time they were directed largely at

the Zionist movement, which was then taking the initia-
tive to establish an independent Jewish state in Pales-
tine, whereas the British imperialists were still attempt-
ing to maintain the territory os o colony. The fact that
the 1945 Dafense Laws were aimed primarily ogainst

the Zionist movement stimulated great opposition to
them among the Zionist leadership. In 1944, for exam-
ple, a Jewish lawyers conference was held during which
one Yookov Shapira said, "The regime built in Pales-
tine an the Deferse Regulations has no parallel in any
civilized nation. Even in MNazi Germany there were no
such laws, " But it is likely that Mr. Shapira came to
regret that cutburst, for in 1948 the entire body of the
Defense Lows, without change or amendment, was in-
corporated by the Zionist government, Mr. Shapira was
later to become minister of justice in lsrael and thus

the administrator of these same lows, which had in the
meantime become part of the foundation of the "anly
democracy in the Middle East."

The Emergency Laws consist of 170 articles divided into
fifreen sections. Essenticlly, they grant military com=
manders the following prercgatives: to Imprison any in=
dividual indefinitely without charge or trial; to pro=
hibit an individual from traveling within the country

or from leaving the country; fa expel any individual
from the country; to restrict any individual to his home;
to arder any individual to report to a police station
several times a day; to bar an individual from seeking
work; to confiscate any property; to order the inhabi-
tants of any area or village to provide food ond lodging,
at their own expense, to any members of the police
force who are sent there for any reason; to impose a
tatal or partial curfew in any village or area. Finally,
one of the most commonly used articles, number 125,
gives military commanders the right to declare any aren
“closed"; it is forbidden to enter or leave any areo
that has been declared closed,

These regulations also establish a series of military courts
whose purpose is to fry cases of infringement of the laws,
Any measure provided for in the Emergency Regulations
can be imposed by the local military authority ar will;
there is no appeal process except that established in
article 117, which stipulates an appeal procedure the
final authority in which is the minister of defense. In
oddition, the militery courts that try coses of infringe-
ment of the Emergency Regulotions are totally uncon-
nected to the civilian courts; they must also not be
confused with courts martial, which try cases of alleged
violation of law by active=duty soldiers. These military
courts have jurisdiction over the civilian population.
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In essence, these regulations and the court system con=
nected to them constitute a second judicial system in
lsrael, one parallel to and separate from the “normal "
civil system. On o few occasions, the regulations have
been used fo break strikes by Jewish workers. On the
whole, however, they are used — and frequently —
exclusively against Arabs, "The law says 'person’; in
practice it means '"Arab,'" That is, there are two dif-
ferent legal systems in lsrael, one for Jews and one for
Arabs,

In his book The Arabs in lsrael, which contains the most
comprehensive study of the rule to which lsroeli Arabs
are subject, Sabri Jiryis offers some examples of the

use of the Emergency Regulations to demormlize Arabs:
"In January 1956 a number of Tnhobitants of villages

in the Triangle {on Arab orea east of Tel Aviv — INPRE-
COR) were banished to the villoge of Beit Jann in Up-
per Galilee and told to report every day for six maonths
ot the police station in Ma'una, 20 kilometers from

their ploce af exile, |n September 1957 the Military
Covernor gave orders that five men of Baga al-Gharbiya
should report every day to the police station in Bardos
Hanma, which is 15 kilometers from their home village,
Similarly, two inhabitants of Tira in the Triangle were
ordered to remain in their homes all night (from one
hour after sunset until sunrise), ond report twice a day
ta the police station at Tiba, eight kilometars from

their home village, A particularly cruel and 'amusing’
order was issued in the cose of o certain Ahmad Hassan,
a Bedouin of the el-Wadi tribe near the village of Araba
in Galilee. The Military Governor ordered thaot he
should sit every day for six months, from sunrise to sun-
set, under a large carob tree which stands to the West
of the village of Deir Hanna. "

Seizure of Arab land

The role of the Emergency Regulations in the imposition
of repression ogainst palitical movements and individ-
wal militants is clear enough. But that is not the only
use to which the regulations have been put. They have
also served os the legal mechanism for the massive theft
of Arob land and praperty. The first menner in which
the Emergency laws were used for this purpose wos sim=
ply to expel Arab villagers from the counfry. This pro-
cess, which was especially intense during the yeors im=
mediately following the 1948 wor, was gimed at "cleans-
ing" the border regions and moking way for the estab-
lishment of Jewish settlements. Askkelon, for example,
near the border of the Gaza Strip, used to be an Arob
village. One morning during the summer of 1950 the
Isroeli army arrived in the village, loaded the inhabi-
tants anto trucks, drove them to the Goza border, and.
ordered them fo flee. The new city of Ashkelon, which
is free of Arobs, wos then built. Between the years 1949
ard 1951 the following Arab villages were emptied of
thair inhabitants in more or less the same manner: Rama,
Kfar Bar'am, Anan, Kafr Yasif, Hisom, Qatiya, Jauneh,
Ghabasiya, Batat, Mijdal, and thirteen villoges in the
Wadi Ara,
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In certain cases, Arab villagers appealed to the lsroeli
legal system for redress against the misdeeds of the mili-
tary rule, In some cases, they even won favorable rul-
ings from the lsroeli Supreme Court, but to no avail,
for the court decisions were simply overridden by the
military, which has the "right" to act in defionce of
the court for reasons of "security.” Two of the best
known such cases concern the villages of Bar'am and
Agrat. Bar'om was declared a "closed" area under the
Emergency Regulations. The villagers were then ex-
pelled. They appealed to the Supreme Court, which in
September 1952 lssued an opinion stating that they
should be allowed to return to the village. On Sepram=-
ber 16, 1953, the lsraeli air force bombed the villoge
out of existence. The lands of the village were handed
over to near-by Jewish colanies for cultivation. The
village of Agrat was ocoupled by Zionist forces in Oc-
tober 1948, (There was no resistance from the popula-
tion.) On MNovember 5, 1948, the villagers were told
te leave the area for o period of two weeks until "mili=
tary operations in the area were concluded." For the
following year and @ half the villagers negotiated with
the autharities, who refused to allow them ko return.
The Arcbs finally decided that the military hod no in-
tention of rescinding the evacuation order, so they op-
pealed to the Supreme Court. At the erd of July 1951
the court ruled that there was no legal reason to pre-
vent the return of the villagers, The villagers then asked
the military governar for permission to return, They
were referred ta the minister of defense, who referred
them back to the military governor. They then decided
to appeal to the Supreme Court a secord time, and the
cose was scheduled for o hearing on February 6, 1952,
But on Christmas day 1951 the Isroeli army systematically
dynamited every house in the village. The lands of the
village were honded over o two Jewish colonies,

But the seizure of Arab land — the most basic pillar of
the entire Zionlst endeaver — waos too impertant to be
left solely to the aperation of the Emergency Regula-
tions. Thus, these regulations were supplemented by
more than half o dozen lond expropriation acts, |t is
notewarthy that none of these laws refers specifically

to the seizure of Arab land; that would be undemocratic.
There are ways, however, of designating "Arab" with=
out saying "Arab, " just as there are ways of persecuting
Jews while waging a struggle against "rootless cosmo-
politans, "

In the space of o few paragraphs it is impossible fo ex=-
amine all these laws and their implementation. Let us
therefore restrict ourselves to one example: the Law on
the Acquisition of Absentees' Property, which was passed
in 1950, The stated aim of the law was to transfer the
property of absentee owners toa "custodian of absen—
tens' property” appointed by the law. On the surface,
it seems whally reasonable. After all, as all progres-
sives kriow, there is nothing more reactionary thanan
obsentee landlord. There wos only one catch, and that
was the definition of "obsentea." The law stated that
“any person who was a citizen of the Land of lsrael
and left his ordinary place of residence in the Land of
lsrael” during and immediately ofter the 1948 war was




an "absentee." The real intent of this definition was
quite simple. In large part, the Palestinian Arab peas-
ants were not octive participants in the 1948 war., (This
was a result of the reactionary charocter of the Arab
leadership at the time, which was comsciously opposed
to any mass mobilization of Palestinians.) Thus, when
the war come to their villoges, many peosanis did what
unarmed and non-politicized pegsants have always done
when invaders have entered their fields: They left, hop-
ing to return when the fighting ended . But this was a
new kind of war, These peasants later found that when
they tried to return home they had been declared "ab-
santeas"” and their property hod been confiscated. In
other words, if a peasant had fled to a neighboring vil=-
loge in 1948 during the war, he could be declared an
gbsentee owner in 1950, even If he had in the mean-
time returned to his village; alternately, he could be
prevented from returning t5 his villoge for “security
reasons” and then be declared an absentes becouse he
was not on the scene cultivating his land . To ensure
smooth implementation of this law, the following pro-
visions were odded: absenteelsm is determined by de-
cree of the Custodian of Absentees' Proparty and the
"Custedian may not be questioned obout information
sources which led him to fssue o decision by virtue of
this law." In other words, the "Custodian, ™ which is
the Israeli state, has the right to declare anyone an
absentee and the reasons for the decision may not be
questioned.

One final point. What if, by some freak chance, it
should turn out that @ mistoks hod been made, thal
someone had been declared an absentee incorrectly,
even under the sweeping scope of the definition? That
contingency is provided for. The low states: “MNo deal
concluded batween the Custedian and onother persen
in connection with property which the Custodian be-
lieves to be absentee property of the moment the deal
is concluded may be invalidated, but shall remain in
force even if it is later proved that such property was
nat gbsentes property at that time."

Lest there be any doubt that what is involved in this
Kaofkesque legal structure is institutionolized theft on
a grand scale, here is o citation from the 1959 edition
of the Israel Government Yearbook:

""“Willage property' belonging to all Amb absentees,
whether they are oufside the country or living in lsrael,
‘acquired’ by the Custodion of Absentees’ Property in-
cludes some 300 abandoned or semi-abandened villages
with a total area of 3 1/2 million dunums., The agricul-

tural property includes B0 thousand dunums of orange
groves and more than 200 thousand dunums of orchards.
+ « « Property in the towns includes 25,416 building
consisting of 57,497 residential aopartments and 10,729
shops and light irdustry workshops.” (Cited by Jiryls
in The Arabs in lsrael, p. 61.) Of the 370 Jewish rural
ard urban enterprises established between 1948 and
1953, a total of 350 were created on "abandoned" Arab
land. As of 1954, more than one=third of the lsrasli=
Jewish population was living on confiscated land and
nearly a third of the new immigrants were living in ur-
ban quarters “abandoned" by Arabs.

The last major wave of confiscation of Arab lands in
Israel occurred during the 1980s. At the time, the gov-
emment issued guarantees that this wave would be the
last. It is no wonder, then, that the Arabs of Galilea
reacted with rage this year when the regime published
plans to seize 1,575 acres of Arab-owned land in Gali-
lee to build schools, apartments, and foctories restricted
to Jews. The projected land seizures are part of o gov-
ernment plan o "Judaize Galilee" (that is the official
term}, that is, to increase the Jewish papulation of
Galilee from 60,000 to 300, 000 within ten years. It

is not simply o question of a piece of land. It is o ques-
tion of Zionism, of making sure that "not one village,
not ane tribe" of Arabs is left in the Land of Isroel.

Systematic social oppression
The Emergency Regulations and the array of land seizure
laws constitute two of the central underpinnings of the
systematic oppression of Arabs in |srael, But the social
institutions that they embody extend that oppression to
virtually every sphere of life. This oppression begins

at the most basic level: It forbids Arabs to live in large
areas of the state: "First of all, as in the casa of any
persecuted minority, where are non-Jews authorized

to live within the lewish state? The answer is that in
maost places they purely and simply do not have the right
to live. The majority of the land in lsrael belongs 1o
the state, which subjects it to rules prohibiting non-
Jews from living there, A non=Jew is prohibited from
building a house there; he is prohibited from renting

an apartment there; he is prohibited from opening a
business; in short, he is prohibited from living there.
This is especiolly cruel in that the majority of the land
in which these segregationist laws ore in effect belonged
to these very Palestinians who are officially defined in
Israel as non=Jews and was taken from them. They are
thus deprived, even as citizens of the 'Jewish state, '
of the right to enjoy the lands of 'their' state. For ex-
umpln, in lsrael there are entire cities — Cnr‘miu[,
Mazareth=111it, Hotzor, Arad, Mitzpeh=Ramon, and
others — in which the law formally prohibits non=-Jews
fram living, In places in which the majority of the land
is private praoperty, like Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, or Haifa,
the 'Jewish state' does what it can to comstruct only
segregated quarters in which the 'non-Jews' legally do
not have the right to live." (lsrael Shohak, chairman
of the lsraeli Human Rights League, in his new bock Le
Rocisme de |'Etat d'lsra#él, Editions Guy Authier, Paris,
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1975, pp.56=7.) In fact, in all lsrael there are only
iz towns [and a couple of small villages) with mixed
Jewish and Arob populations: Haifa, Jerusalem, Jaoffa,
Acre, Ramleh, and Lod,

In cases in which the regime finds it undesirable for
reasons of public relations to formally bar Arabs from
enjoying the benefits of lows passed for Jews, the gov-
ernment manages to find "code words, " words that de-
fine an Arob without saying so openly. This is standord
rocist practice in the modern world, in which rocism

has become largely discredited. For example, one of

the most pressing concerns of the Zionist ruling closs is
the fact that the Arab birth rate is significantly higher
than the Jewish birth rate {because of the much higher
economic and social status of the Jewish population).
The 133,000 Arabs who remained in lsrael in 1948 had
become at least 400,000 by 1975, The formal annexa-
tion of Arab Jerusalem further roised the Arab popula=
tion, amd the grodual annexation of the territories oc-
cupied in the aggression of 1967 is raising it still further,
Once again, thers are simply too many Armabs. Cne of
the ways devised by the ruling closs to deal with this
problem was to pass o series of laws gronting financial
subsidies to large families — o monetary incentive to
increasa the birth rate. |t was thought undesirable o
formally restrict these benefits to Jews, for that would
be too ohviously racist. The problem wds selved in the
following manner: The'subsidies to large families were
attached to an "oid to military veterans” bill. "Veteran
wos defined a3 any person who hod served or was serving
in any branch of the armed forces or In any of the para-
military organizations estoblished before 1948, It just
sa happens that military service is obligatory for all
Jews in lsrael, mole and female, and that 99 percent
of all Arabs (the | parcent are membets of the Druze
sact) are barred from serving in the army for "security
reasons, " Thus, the family subsidies affect 99 percent
of the Jewish population and sxclude 99 percent of the
Arab population. The same technigque is uted on a broad
scale to deny employment to Arobs. A random reading
of the want ads inan lsraeli daily newspaper indicates
that virtually all offers of jobs apart from unskilled man-
val labor [and often even in the cose of such labor) re-
quire that the applicant have "completed his or her
military service. "

And the oppression extends also to the educational and
cultural spheres, Higher education is conducted exclu=
sively in Hebrew, even though Arabic is listed os one
of the official languages of the lsraeli state. OF the
40, 000 university students in lsrael, barely a thousand
are Arabs, The situation in secondary schools is scarcely
better, Here the intent is to deny Arabs any knowledge
of their own culture ond history, vast es it is, and in-
stead to instill in them an odmiration for the ochieve-
ments of Jewe. In the four years of secendary education,
a tohl of 32 periods are devoted to Arob histery and
civilization: 384 perlods are devoted to Jewish history,
As for elementary education, Sabri Jiryis summarizes
the official curriculum as follaws: "ln the fifth elemen~

tary class ten hours are devoted to the study of the He-
brews, os against five hours for the study of the Arabian
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peninsula; while in the sixth class Islamic hisfory gefs
36 periods out of a total of 64 for the whole of Arab
history up to the end of the thirteenth century. . . .

In the seventh elementory class Arab history is not stud-
ied at all, whereas a sixth of the school year is devoted
to the study of the relations betwean Jewish communities
abrood and Israel, while in the eighth and lost class ten
periods are devated to Arab history from the 19th cen-
tury up to the present day, us against thirty periods for
the study of the history of the State of lsrael."”

A revolutionary solution

A number of important palitical conclusions flow from
the position of the Arabs in lsraeli society. Primary
amang these is that any important structural reforms to
improve their status challenge the very existence of the
Zionist state. As long as lsroel remains o state whose
purpose is to "Ingather” the "exiles” of the "Jewish
nation” presently scattered around the world, it is im-
passible to give the Arabs back their lond; it Is impos=
sible to allow them to live wherever thay want within
the borders of the stote; it is impossible to grant them
equal rights in employment; it is not even possible to
alleviate the crude chouvinism that characterizes the
educational system, for to do so would simply be to
foster the consciousness of the "lsraeli" Arabs that they
belong to the Arab nation and are logically o compo-
nent part of its struggle for national and social |ibera-
tion,

To make Arabs the equal of Jews in lsrael would be to
deprive lsrael of its character as a Jewish state, that

is, to "de-Zienize" it. For the Zionist ruling class,
this would be equivalent to extinction, a foct which is
openly admitted by the more honest representatives of
the Zionist establishment. "We are a settler generation, "
Moshe Dayan said in 1956, "ond without the steel hel-
met and the canon we cannot plant a tree or build a
house. " And, twelve years loter, the same Dayan,
speaking to a group of American Jewish students visit=
ing the sccupied Golan Heights: "During the last 100
yeors, our people have been in the process of building
up the nation, of exparsion, of getting additional Jews
and sattlemants in order to expand the borders. Let no
Jew say that the process has ended, Let no lew say that
we are near the end of the road," It is symbolic that
the response of Yosef Almogi, the head of the Jewish
Agency (which is funding the plan for "Judaizing Gali-
lze") to the Arab general strike of March 30 was to say,
"We'll have to speed up the project.”

The open mobilization of the Arabs in lsroel represants
a tumn in the lsraeli political situation. It marks the end
of the political passivity of the Arab population. It is

a certainty, however, that the response of the ruling
class will be intensification of repression; there is sim-
ply no available alternative.

Up to now, the Im:hﬂhlf of the Arabs in Israel has
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been mnﬂpﬂhzld by Rokah, the Cormmmﬂ party. The
recason for Rakah's hegnmcrrry is that it is the only mass



party in lsrael that has consistently defended the demo-
cratic rights of the Arab population and has even won
some small victories in this sphere, But Rokah does not
challenge the existence of the Zionist state. Faithful

to Kremlin diplomacy, it instead advocates Arab recog-
nition of "secure borden” for lsrael in exchange for Is-
roeli withdrawal from some of the territory occupied in
1957, The shift of the leadership of the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization to a similar outlook has created the
basis for o potential bloc between Rakeh and the PLO,
and especially those sections of the PLO whose politics
ore most similer o Rakah's, The political activity of
Rakah in the current Arab upsurge in lsrael thus has a
dual aim: on the one hand, to ensure that the Arabs in
lsrael are not attracted to the revelutionary-socialist
perspec tive represented by the Revelutionary Commu-
nist League ( Matzpen-Marxist), supporters of the Fourth
International in lsrael; on the ather hand, to aid in
bolstering the strength of that current in the PLO repre-
sented by the Democratic Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine, the organization led by Mayef Howat-
meh. The more long=term project is on lsraeli withdrawal
from the occupied West Bank of the Jordan and the sub-
sequent establishment of a Palestinian rump state in that
territory. Should that come to pass, Rekah, as the ls-
roeli Communist party and the representative of the "ls-
raali” Arabs, would enter into close relations with the
self-proclaimed "Marxist=Leninist” wing of the PLO
{mainly the DPF), which would become the Communist
party of the new Polestinian rump state.

The problem with this perspective — apart from the fact
that there is no sign thot the lsraeli ruling class hos the
slightest intention of withdrawing from any substontial
portion of the West Bank — is that it offers the Arabs
of lsrael no real possibility of altering their present
shotus o any considerable extent. |mstead 1t leads them
into an impasse, for there is no hope of modifying the
position of Arabs in lsrael as long as lsrael remains o
Zionist state,

But an alternative does exist. It begins from the under-
standing that the very characteristics of Zionism that
mrke it a displacing colonialism have also given rise

to a ferce that can patentially become o major weapon
in the destruction of Zionism. The Zionist state com=
bines features of three types of capitalist states. Asa
settler-colonial state it is an insfrument for procuring
and maintaining privileges for Israeli=Jews of all closses
{os well as for Jews everywhere who choose to immi=
grate) ot the direct expense of the Palestinians and other
Arabs, As a client state of Imperialism it is an advanze
guard in the Arab world that spearheads imperialism's
fight against the Arab revelution. But the Zionist shate
is also o copitalist nation=state, an instrument in the
hands of the Israeli=Jewish ruling class for the economic
axploitation of the lsroeli-lewish working class. The
existence of an lsraeli-Jewish proletariat with class in-
terests that directly conflict with those of the ruling
class distinguishes lsrael from such states as South Africa,
whers the lines of national oppression coincide almost
entirely with the lines of elass oppression. Ultimately,
the isolation of lsrael from the Arab world is against the
interests of the lsraeli-Jewish working class; which pays
for that isolation in the form of the deepening economic
erisis, the militarization of lsrael| 1ife, the dependence
on imperialism, and the constant series of wars generated
by the inherently expansionist nature of Zionism. The
inexorable long=-term rise of the Arab revolution will
make the maintenance of the present system of Jewish
privilege ever more costly to the lsraeli-lews, espe-
cially to the lsraeli-Jewish proletariot, both in terms

of physical cosualties and in terms of the Increasing

rate of exploitation of laber that will be required by

the capitalist military economy, particularly in the con-
text of the intarnational crisis of the capitalist system,

The solution, then, not only for the Arabs but also for
the |sroeli=Jewish proletariat, is the dismantling of the
Zionist state and itt integration inte o socialist Arab
East. In the course of the strugale for this perspective,
there are o series of democratic demands which have a
transitional character in the lsroell context, demands
that can mobilize the Arabs of lsrael in a revolutionary
struggle against the Zionist state and thot are also in
the objective interest of the majority of the lsraeli-Jews
themselves. These include the abrogation of all lows
and practices conferring privileges on Jews, beginning
with the law of return, which grants automatic leraeli
citizenship to all Jews who wish to immigrate; the repa-
triation of all Palestinians to the present territory of the
state of Isroel; the rupture of all military and financial
ties to the imperialist powers ond of all financial and
political ties to the Jawish communities of the warld,
Linked to these demands is the demand for the Immediate
ard unconditional withdrawal from all territories cccu=-
pied since 1967. There is no doubt that such a program
represents the objective interests of the Arabs of lsroel
and also corresponds to their subjective concerns. It is
also incontestable that such a program is supported to-
day by only a tiny mincrity of the lsraeli-Jewish popu=
lation. At the same time, it has the patential of win-
ning increased numbers of lsroeli-Jews, for the anly
alternative is endless warfare with the Arab werld and
now, steadily increasing and violent conflicr wish S
more than 400, 000 Arabs who ore said to be "citizess"
of the Jewish state. ]
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SALVINI

1938-1976

Comrade Ezio Ferrero (Ettore Salvini) wos killed ina
tragic outomobile accident in Milan on the night of
March 13, Comrode Salvini will be familiar 1o readers
of INPRECOR aos the author of a number of articles on
the Soviet economy and ltalian palitical and economic
problems, Al the time of his death, he was working an
an article on the foreign policy of Brezhnevism, which
was o have been published in the dossier on the So-
vie! Unjon that appeared in the last issue of INPRE-
COR (MNo. 47/48, Apcil 1, 1978).

Comrade Ezia was born in Turin in 1938, He become

a communist in his youth ond joined the Youth Federa-
tion of the ltalian Communist party. In 1956 he went
to Moscow to attend the unpiversity there and remained
in the Soviet Union for three years. Later on, he made
fraquent trips o the Soviet Union in connection with
his professional activity and thus scquired an uncom-
mon knowledge of that country. Alse In the course of
his professional activity, he was able to visit many
ather countries, among them the United Stotes and
China. In this manner, Ezio had the opportunity to
ocquire impartant international expetrience, which
permitted him to develop analyses that were both con-
crete and of broad vision.

Shartly afrer his return to ltaly from the USSR in 1959,
Ezie, on the basis of what he hod been able to see in
Moscow and the studies he had undertaken, began to
develop leftist positions eritical of the bureoucracy,
Thus opened the period of his collaboration with such
publications as Nuova Generazisne, Cittd Futura,
ard La Sinistra. In 1942 he was emong the promoters
of the for=left publishing company Samond e Savelli.

Ezio soon came to revolutionary Marxist pesitions,
finding in them an answer to all the questions he had
begun fo pase during his stay in the USSR and during
the time of his activity in the Communist party. In
1962, as o logical ocutcome of his political develap=
ment, he joined the Fourth International .

From that momeant on, Ezio fulfilled important fosks
for the Gruppi Comunisti Rivoluzionari (GCR—Revo-

lutionary Communist Groups, the ltalion section of

the Fourth International), both locally, in Turin, Rome,
anrd Milan, and nationally, For many yeors he was o
member of the National Secretariot and werked closely
with the Palitical Bureau of the GCR. |n 1953 he wos
elecied o delegate to the Eighth World Congress of the
Fourth International, At certain periods during his ac-
tivity, he took on tosks assigned him by the leading
bodies of the Internationa!,

Comrade Ezig contributed frequent articles and essays
to the press of the GCR (Bondiera Rossa and Quarta
Imternazionale) and of the International ﬁﬁ!uufrl'ém-e
Internationale and INPRECOR), signing his articles
first with the pseudonym Sandro Mantovani and laier
Ertore Salvini. Others of his orticles and essays have
oppeared in other press orgons, both [talfan (Quaderni
Placentini , under the name E. Sicec) and foreign.

Comrade Ezio's infellectual giffs were combined with
human qualities that sarned him the unreserved esteem
of all those who knew him and great respect on the
part of oll his comrades. He combined various tolents,
from great palitical intelligence ond ocuteness of anal-
ysis to tactical sensitivity and understanding of orga=
nizational problems. His great human qualities com-
pelled everyone 1o corefully consider all his proposals,
aven when there was disagreement with them. Finally,
many of the youngest militants of the GCR have hod
occasion to fully abserb the lucidity and profound
krowledge of revolutionary Marxism through the many
decisive contributions of Comrade Ezio to cadre
schools, both locally and nationally.

For the GCR, the Fourth International, Bandiera Ros=
sa, for all of us, the death of Comrade Ezio is o pro=
found loss, one we will not soon be able fo make up
for.

Ezio stood and worked among us with all the passion,
dedication, and intelligence of a revelutionary com=
munist militant, an internationalist communist milimnt.
His comrades and the organization he worked so tire=
lessly to build will never forget him.
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