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The campaign for the June 20 elections is now fully
under way., All the conflicting palitical forces have
set down their orientations, put forward their projects
and propesals, and chosen their condidates, This pre-
paratery process has most often beean very loborious be-
cause of the deep differences that exist within many
parties and the difficulty in unraveling some rather in-
tricate knots. Two significant examples, in twe oppo-
site camps: The Formation of the list of Democrazia
Cristiana (DC — Christian Democracy) gove rise fo a
two-week, no-holds-barred battle that ended only at
the last minute, not without striking developments (in
particulor regarding the Senate candidacy of Umberto
Agrelli, one of the bosses of Fiat) and not without
breaks of discipline (in the Lombardy districts the local
DC leadership rejected the decision of the central lead-
ers and presented its own list of candidates, confront-
ing the central leaders with an accomplished fact),
And Democrazia Proletaria (Pralefarian Democracy) —
the united list of the far left — was still nat prepared
fo present o program of its own, even though the drofi-
ing of this program was consigned to the PDUP (Partita
di Unitd Proletaric — Party of Proletarian Unity) and
Avanguordio Operaio, to the exclusion of Lotta Con-
tinua and the other arganizations participating in the
slate,

The great maneuvers of the bourgeoisie

The precipitation of the crisis of political leadership,
especially after the elections of June 15 last year, had
provoked a process of critical rethinking among all sec-
tors and at all levels of the ruling class, a process which,
beyond the sometimes paradoxical forms in which it was
expressed, posed crucial questions: Was it possible 1o
establish a new palitical leademhip formula in the short
term? Given the irremediable bankruptcy of the center-
left and the impossibility of o conservative bloe that
would include the necfascist right, was the prospect of
a government in which the Partite Comunista [taliano
(PCI = Italian Communist party) would be present an
acceptable one? How could the traditional bourgeois
parties, primarily the DC, reestablish the necessary di-
alectical relations with the variows soeial layers they
represent, orstrive to represent, relations that were
being ercded, if not actually broken, with the conse-
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guent isclation of these parties from "civil society, "
to use a Gramscion term that has again become eurrent?

In this article we will not return to the discussions that
took place at the congress of the Christion Democracy,
which were described in the previous issue of |NPRE-
COR (No.51, May 13.) It may be noted that the af-
tempt at "renovation"” sketched aut by party secretary
Benigno Zaccagnini had been limited from the very out-
set. But even the few innovations that could have been
introduced were ropidly annuled both by the compasi-
tion of the new leading bodies (Zaccagnini is in o mi-
nority in the leadership; Amintore Fanfani, old boss of
the DC, was elected president of the party MNational
Couneil) and by the political actions taken by the party,
such as the bloc with the neofascists on the question of
abartion and apainst the Communist mayar of the city
of Naples. On May 20 the DC Notional Council cane
firmed its clear rejection not only of the prospect of
the "historic compromise” (the DC-PCI bloc proposed
by the Communist party), but also of the proposal for

o government coalition of naticnal unity, put forward
by the PCl as a solution for the immediate period after
the elections. Once again, the only possibility that
emerged was o new version of the center-laft in the
form of a special collaboration with the PSI (Partito
Socialista Italiane — |talian Socialist party). And os
we noted In our previous article, the PSI rejected this
proposal. In proctice, this means that the Christion
Democrats do not Intend ta alter the status quo, hoping
that the electoral relationship of forces will allow them
te get away with this. In any event, they prefar not to
define themselves too clearly; that way they can pick
up the greatest number of vates on both the right and
the "lefr, "

The "renovation” was olso rather mare formal than real
on the question of the composition of the slate of can-
didates, even though Zaccagnini, supported by the
“left" tendency in the DC, hod made this change of
the porliomentary guard one of his main battle cries.
There hos been some quaniitative change (about 40 per=
cenf of the DC Senate candidates and 27 percent of the
candidates for the lower house are new), but to o large
extent this is an almost physislogical phenomenon. The
key posts remain firmly in the hands of the old lenders
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and cliques, and the usual nmames heod the list of condi-
dates in the most important cities ond districts, from
Rumer to Andreotti, Gava to Colombo, in spite of the
vielent attacks from the major bourgeois dailies and
week|les to which these persoralities have been subject
during past months, As for the "inter-class" composition
— that is, the presence on the DC slate of industrialists
and trade unionists, intellectuols and big financiers,
landed propriefors and representatives of the "new"
middle classes — this is no novelty for the Christian
Democracy sither, and fhe change is almest exclusively
a matter of a shift in the balance between party mem-
bers and so-called independents.

The pelemic oround the condidacy of Umberto Agnelli
has a significance that transcends the specific case,
After Umberto's brother Gionni hod decided not to be
a candidate, Umberto agreed to run os o DC condidate
for Senate in the province of Turin, Leaders of the DC
"left" like Donnat Cattin and Bodrato revolted against
this. However, they proposed not that Agnelli should
be exchuded from the slate, but only that he be run in
the Abruzzi district in the South, In the end, Agnelli
was shifted to Rome, but the incident reflected the
more general difficulty of leading industrialists' play-
ing @ more direct palitical role,

The polemics around this question within the employers’
organizations have been quite lively over the past few

manths, More or less hazy projects for the "renovation™
of the apparatuses and political instruments of the rul-
ing closs have been drawn up, Some said that the aco-
nomic employers' organizations like Confindustria
{Italian Industrialists Federation) should have token on
the de facto function of a palitical party; others floated
the idea of a sort of bloc between "modern” industrial-
ists and trade unionists against parasitic layers, an idea
that was rather arbitrarily characterized as "Peronist”
by its opponents, What appeared to everyone os ex-
tremely difficult, 1f not impossible, was the creation
of @ new bourgeois party able to pick up the torch from
o worn=out and discredited Christian Democracy. (As
for authoritarian projects of a faseist or putschist type,
in the present period they can be aired only by mar=
ginal groups or personalities.)

The solution that finally prevailed wos a more direct
political participation by industrialists and other repre-
sentatives of the ruling classes. These people are di-
vided among three parties: the Republicans (FRI), the
Liberals (PLI), and the Christian Democrats. Their par-
ticipation in the lists of the PLI is traditional. What is
interesting is the attempt of the PRI to use them mare
extensively, an attempt which, although it failed to
win Gianni Agnelli to the Republican slate, neverthe-
less did attract various representatives of industry and
Finance. The PRI Is thus assuming the function played
by the Liberals in the immediate postwor peried, Sec-
tors of the bourgeoisie thus seem convinced that the
PRI, whose leading representative, Ugo La Malfa, has
heoded up the economics ministry for long and impor=
tant pericds, may turn out to be a useful instrument in
o situation in which the contending forces ore balanced
out. In the event that the workers parties win a majority
in the elections, the PRI could play the rele of Trojan
horse in o popular=front government,

For the moment, however, the major role continues to
be assigned to the Christian Demscracy. In this sense,
Umberto Agnelli's choice is eloguent, os are the choices
of Stammati, representative of high finance, and the
lsaders of the Confagricoltura (the organization of lond-
lords and agrarian capitalists) . Although all these peo-
ple had zeroed in on attacking the DC and ifs regime,
when push came to shove they had to recognize that

the survival ond possible strengthening of the DC was
obligatary. Indeed, in foce of the existing social and
political polarization, the DC must inevitably play out
its role as conservative pole and present itself os the
number one ontagonist of the workers parties. This is

the logic by which, in spite of the decisions of the con-
gress, the Christian Democratic electoral battle will

be waged much more along the old line of Fanfani than
along the "new" line of Zaccagnini.

A few words about the neofascists, The Gilorgio Almi-
rante leadership, which maintains control over the Mo~
vimento Sociale ltaligns (MS] — Italion Social Move-
ment) is giming at o situation in which the strength of
the M5! will be indispensable in preventing the workers
parties from winning @ majority. In this sense, the MSI
is continuing to follow a conservative rightist orienta-



tion. But the actions of the "extreme"” foscist wing and
groups, regardless of who tokes the initiative in these
actions, are not necessarily in conflict with this praject.
A situation of great tersion — created, for example,

by overt attacks, murders, and so on — could be used

to fuel a low-ond-order psychosis and thus could facili-
tate the crystallization of a reactionary bloc.

The new PCI formula

The presentation of its slate of candidates gave, the PCI
yet another opportunity to appear as an effectively ar-
ganized party capable of implementing its policy of
broad alliances. Mot only did the party of Enrico Ber-
linguer not offer the unattractive spectacle of squabbling
over the choice of candidates as did all the other par-
ties (Demccrazia Proletario included), but it alse man=
aged to include a large number of Tndependents on ik
slate, representatives of various social forces and diverse
politico-ideclogical conceptions.

In presenting the list of candidates, the May 18 isue
of |'Unita, the PCl daily, wrote: "More than 120 of
our cand idates are workers, peasants, laborers engoged
in preduction; 150 are intellectuals, teachers; univer-
sity instructors, and members of the liberal professions;
about 50 are small and middle-sized entrepreneurs; 45
are commercial artisons and shopkeepers.” Some of the
names on the PCl slate made a sensation, even interna-
tionally: Altiers Spinelli, a member of the European
Economic Commission who has assumed Impartant fasks
in this institution, and Nino Pasti, former air force
chief of stoff. Mo les significant Is the participation
of economists like Luigi Spaventa and of a high-level
magistrate |ike Gennano Guodagna. The Vatican was
literally thrown into crisis by the appearance of noted

Catholics on the PCl slate, prestigious intellectuals
and journalists like La Valle, Pratesi, and Gozzini.

The erientation of the PCl campaign was set by a report
to the Central Committee delivered by Berlinguer. The
progrom presented was eventually approved unanimously,
The only new element in the report compared with the
previous positions of the PCl was the proposal for the
period immediately following the elections. The strategy
of the historic compromise, Berlinguer said, remains,
but in the mere immediate future he proposed that “lfaly
be directed by o brood, united government coalition
compeosed of all the democratic and popular parties, In-
eluding the PCI." Such a coalition government would
have to remain in office "for some years" in order to
extract the country from "the arip of the erisis, " After
which everybody would make their own more long-term
choices,

The aim of this new formula is to provide further guar=
antees, to even further pacify the decisive sectors of
the bourgeoisie. One of the arguments odvanced in the
discussion of this proposal was that the Christian Democ-
raey would be tao weak to tolerate o confrontation with
the PC| within a coalition in which the Communists
could also rely on the support of the Socialists. Anather
argument wos that if the DC and the PC| meke an alli-
ance, all the other parties will be shut cut, reduced to
the role of spectators. Berlinguer himself sought to op-
pose both these arguments, First, he said, we are pre-
pared to form a govermnment with the Republicans, So-
cial Democrats, and even the Liberals; the DC will thus
have greater room to maneuver and nobody will be ex-
cluded. Second, the new propesal appears more concrete
in that it does not postpone the solution to the problems
ta the indefinite future. Finally, Berlinguer accepted,
at least implicitly, the traditional thesis of emergency
national unity, the inevitable result of which would be
an economic restabilization on the basis of the social
and political status quo, the much-vaunted reforms being
postponed to o later stage,

The program approved by the Central Committes clearly
falls within the fromework of the political project of
the historic compromise and of o coalition government
of all the "democratic" parties, In this sense, ol though
it adds nothing new, it does further accentuate the PCI's
moderate tones and waters down the confent of its pro-
ject. As.an example, we may note that the word nation-
alization was not even used; the capitalists were asked
only 1o "reinvest their profits in ltaly and to concen-
trate all their efforts and initiative copacities in the
productive sectors." Moreover, this doss not apply ex-
clusively to the small and middle-sized industrialisn

so fondly regarded by the PCI. A central passoge of

the program affirms: "Mot only the particular social
function of the small and middle-sized enterprises must
be recognized, but alse the freedom of initiative of

all private enterprises. These enterprises naturally tend
to operate on the bosis of market demand with o view
toward making a profit, Without ignoring the play of
market mechanisms, the policy of programming must at-
tempt to create new incentives for the decisions of the



Berlinguer & De Martino of the PSI.

enterprises and to utilize the larger enterprises and em-
ployen' organizations, through appropriate procedures,
in order to attain the goals decided upen in the general
interest. " As for political structures, the program re-
peats the usual litany on the implementation of the con-
stitution of the republic. The title of two of the most
important chapters of the program are illustrative:

"Far the democratic renovation of the state” ond "For
an effective executive. " Finally, the international
section of the program once again takes up the themss
that have now become customary: The renunciation of
any struggle for withdrawal from NATO is reaffirmed,
ond respect for "ltaly's international ollionces" is pro-
claimed. The program goes so far as fo express the will
of the PCl "to conftribute to the development of friendly
relations between the |talian Republic and the United
States” and makes no explicit mention of the Soviet
Unionl

The opening notes of the electoral campaign hove al-
ready demonstrated that the leaders of the PCI will not
be able to escape one difficulty. What will they do if
the workers porties win more than 50 percent of the
vote and the DC and the other parties reject collabora~
tion? As usual, Berlinguer ond company are frying not
to respond to this question and are reaffirming their
desire for "concord” within the fromework of the his-
toric compromise or a national coalition. But the logie
of the situation and the pressure from the rank and File
are such that on a number of occations the PCl leoders
have been compelled to moderate their unylelding otti-
tude on this point. In responding to @ question posed by
journalists, Lama, a top PCI trade-union leader, who
is far from under the influence of extremist ideos, wos
compelled to say that in the event that the workers par=
ties win a majority of the vote and that the other parties
reject collaboration, “"the new majority, even if it is
limited, would have to assume all government respon-
sibilities.” Around the same time, similar indications,
albeit more hazy, come from Berlinguer himself.

The PSI is maintaining the general line set down at its
lost congress. (See |INPRECOR, No.51, May 13.) Dur-
ing the last meeting of the Central Committee, PS| sec-
retary Francesco De Morting interpreted the new PCI
proposal for o democratic coalition government os an
abandoning of the historic compromise ond o vindication
of the Soctalist political project. Regardless of whether
this interpretation is valid or not, it is certain that the
convergence between the policies of the two workers
parties has been further accentuated, |n addition, De
Martino proposed that in the event of a "stight left ma-
jority” and a refusal by all the other parties to partici-
pate in a coalition government, it was possible that

the PSI would assume government responsibilities,

The united far-left slate

After some shifting bock and forth, the political polem-
ics within the far left and among the broad vanguard
on what attitude to take toward the elections of June
20 concluded with the presentation of asingle slate to
the left of the PCI, the slate of Democrozia Proleta-
ria.(1) This occurred despite the fact that the PDLP
had voted {about 70 percent to 30 percent) in faver of
the Magri-Rossanda-Pintor tendency, which opposed
any accord with Lotta Continua. (This vote was taken
not only in the Central Committee, but amang the rank
and file as well.) The reversal of the PDUP's decision
was determined on the one hand by strong rank-and-
file pressure for unity and on the other hand by fear of
a split at such a delicate moment, which would have
placed a question mark over the PDUP's project of uni-
fication with Avanguardia Operaia.

Unity was established on the following basis: PDUP and
Avanguardio Operaio will remain the sponsering orga-
nizations of Democrazia Froletaria (this designation

was used by the two groups during the elections of June
15, 1975); they demand the right to draft the program
ond oversee the political conduct of the campaign,
Candidates of Lotta Continua will be included on the
slate (although not members of Lotta Continua's national
secretariat), os will candidates of other organizations
prepared to support Democrazia Proletoria. (The Gruppi
Comunisti Riveluzionari — GCR, Revolutionory Commu-
nist Groups, ltalian section of the Fourth International
= will be in this second category.)

In its presentation of the decision of the Central Com-
mittee, il Manifesto, the daily newspaper of the PDUP,
insisted on the fact that this was a sort of compromise,
concluded mainly in order to avoid a dispersal of the
far=left vote; the subordinate role of Lotta Continua

in the whole operation was stressed.

In foct, Lotia Continua has been assigned 15 percent
of the candidates {o proportion not respected in all dis-
tricts), for a total of around 90 condidates out of some
700. (As a form of protest, Lotia Continua wanted all
its candidates to be listed together at the end of the
slate.) The PDUP and Avanguardia Operaia will make
the decitions on the eroganizations not as strong as Lotta



Continua.(2) The methods used were openly attockes
in the pages of the newspaper Lotta Continua when the
slate was announced,

Commenting on the positive rasult of the battle for o
united far-left slate, the GCR' orgon, Bandiera Rossa,
which is appearing weekly during the campaign, wrote:

"We who posed the necessity for o united far-left pres-
ence as long ago os the 1972 elections will be the last
to underestimate the value of the united slate, It is of
great importance that this hos been imposed by o genu-
ine rank-and=file movement, not for emotional reasons,
but os a political necessity, Inaddition, we reaffirm
the judgment we have already expressed, that the dis=
cussion which toock place among the formations of the

Rossana Rossanda and Luclo Magri of PDUP

far left, with the participation of many cadres and mili-
tants of the vanguard, in spite of the inevitable simpli-
fleations, permitted crucial problems of workers strategy
in this period to be posed. Everyone has an interest in
the continuation of this discussion and in ifs develop-
ment through new unitary motion after June 20, We are
convinced that if this thrust prevails during the coming
weeks and if the campaign is conducted in a responsible
manner, highlighting Tn a rigorous but non=sectarian
manner the differences between the far left and the re-
formists, the result will be positive, including in terms
of the number of votes won,

"Mevertheless, we consider it indispensable to express
our evaluation of the manner in which the presantation
of a united slate was achieved, First of all, it is o seri-
ous limitation, one which the reformists have sought
and are still seeking to exploit{3), thot the convergence
was not realized on the basis of a common political
platform and waos even presented as o compromise agree-
ment aimed mainly at averting a dispersal of the far-
left vote.,

"We want to avoid any possible equivocation. In our
view the political and theoretical bases for the unifica-
tion of the for left into a single party, and even for
long-term strategic unity, do not exist. But a pelitical
agreement on the basis of o platform for this electoral
campaign was possible. . . . As regards the method
used, there was only one legitimate possibility: fo es-
tablish an accerd, on o pority basis, among all the or-
ganizations present on a national scale or present in
imporfant cities, This would have necessarily meant
the creation of unitary bodies representing all the forces
in order to conduct the electaral campaign politically
and organizationally and the inclusion in the slate of
representatives of all orgonizations prepared to suppert
Democrozia Praletaria,. This wes nat the mathed thot
wos used. . . . The PDUP in porticular lent too much
priority to its own internal exigencies and sought to
make the other groups pay the price for the crisis in its
own ronks due to the fact that the solution that was im=
posed did not correspond to the orientation of the mo-
jority of its leadership bodies and fts membership,

“This eritical evaluation will not prevent the militants
of the GCR from fully committing themsslves to the cam-
paign in order to moke sure that Democrozia Proletaria
registers a palitical success on June 20. We will moke
the maximum effort and will seek to have the spirit of
unity prevall. We will commit ourselves fo the construc=
tion of united committees of Democrozia Praletaria at
all levels in order to stimulate the compaign, to moke
sure a concrete alternative to the reformists emerges,

A success could create a new situation within both the
workers movement and the for left itself and could loy
the basis for cvercoming the limits and controdictions
that have weighed on the political events of the past
twa months: as well . ®

May 22, 1976

FOOTMNOTES:

1, Asof now, we do not know whether far-lafr lists
independent of Democrazia Proletorio will be presented
on a lecal level, Probably not, In some districts the
Partito Operaio Europeo (European Warkers party) is
present. This ouffit is linked to the so-called European
Warkers Committees, the phantom European branch of
the shady Lynn Marcus group in the United States,

2, The GLCR were given only three candidates, in
Moples, Turin, and Salerno; some GCR candidates were
removed at the lost minute as o result of internal ma-
neuvering. In the negotiations, the GCR requested
twelve candidates, sight of whom were workers recog-
nized os codres of the workers movement in their fac-
tories.

3. The PCl daily newspaper has frequently attacked
Democrozia Proletaria osa sort of unprincipled elec-
toral combination, going so for as to devote an edito=-
rial signed by the editor-in-chief to this subject.



furn inthe w. german
class struggle

by WINFRIED WOLF

Thie ttruggle of the printing workers of West Germany,
which lasted from April 29 to May 13, represents a turn

in the class struggle in the Federal Republic of Germany.

Since the strike of the public employees during the
spring of 1974, there hod been no further open confron-
tations between capital and labor until the beginning

of 1976, The trajectory of the new rise of workers shug=
g'l’_‘s‘, which had :'.:EQL-n with the wildeat strikes of 198 .

seemed to hove been interrupted.

The wave of token strikes by 400,000 meralworkers,
who used these strikes os o means of putting strong pres-
sure on "their” employers during the March=April 1976
renegotiotion of their national wage contract, had al-
reody indicated that a turn wos in the wind. The strug=
gle of the printers and typesetters, which wos ended by
a controct vote on Moy 18, constitutes the turn properly
s called, The very fact that the struggle took place is
in Itself of historic significance. But this observation
gcquires more: importance when account is taken of the
concrata FDFlTI |:|5 151r_1 j.rruwlﬂ: -:|r:cl DF rhE' E:-’.F-'E'ricl'lff_‘!.

the workers underwent during it. All this lends'this
struggle an exemplary charocter.

It is first necessary to rapidly sketch out the background
to the upturn of closs struggles in West Germany, in
the framework of which the strike of the printing wigrk =
ors fook shape. (See INPRECOR, MNo.27/28, lune 3,

B

1975, for a fuller description of the West German eco-
nomic situation.]

The principal experience of the West German working
class since the recession of 1974=75 has been this: The
Federal Republic of Germany is not an island in the
capitalist scean. The 1966=-47 recession in West Ger-
many was not a "freck accident.” |t cannot be afributed
to the "odministrative errors” of the Christian Democra-

tic government in power at the time.

At the height of the econamiec erisis of 1974=75 there
were 1,200,000 people totally unemployed and neorly
a million partially unemployed. May 1976 is the sigh-
teenth consecutive month during which there are more
than one million West German weorkers unemployed.
As in the spring of 1975, all the spokespecple of the
bourgeoisie hove continued to pratter: "The uptum is
on the way, the upturn is at hand. "
nized that this yeor these prophets were right. But they
are proc }uimiqg -jr1|\lr a half=truth,

It must be recog-

It is true that the upturn has begun in terms of the in-
crease in turnover, soles, production, and obove all
profits. The year 1975 saw the highest stock market
rises in many long years. A real growth of the gross no-
tional preduct of at least 5.5 percent is expeched for
1976, and according to official estimates, profits will
rise by at leost 14.5 percent,



COn the side of the working class; however, there is
little reason to rejoice in the sort of upturn that is now
going on. Unemployment has decreased slightly during
the post several months, But it remaine in excess of one
million, and all predictions agree that the average num-
ber of unemployed will hover around a million through-
out the year.

During the years 1975 and 1576 broad sectors of the
West German working class suffered average annual de-
clines of 2-4 percent in their real wages, Fundomen-
tally, this situation has not been changed by the strug-
gles that have occurred in the mefal Industry and among
the printers during recent weeks. Only an upturn in
struggles by broader layers of the working closs during
the autumn of this year could generate a turnabout in
the situation on the real-wages front,

Limited experiences in struggle

The economic crisis hod struck the West German wark-
ing class at o moment when it was not prepared — the
lack of preparation was deeper than it was in most of
the other copitalist countries of Europe. To begin with,
the West Germon working class had aceumulated fawer
struggle experiences than the other working classes in
the course of the two previous decades, for wall-known
historical reasons. Elements of a class-struggle lsader-
ship were even more cruelly locking In West Garmany
than in the other countries.,

After the defeats of the 1948-52 period, the first great
struggles — l=aving oside the metalworkers strike of
1963 — occurred only during the years 1969-73, during
an uninterrupted boom of the West German economy .
The result of this has been that the Wast German work-
ing class, unlike the working closs in other countries,
was for all proctical purposes not confronted with the
problem of massive unemployment during this period.
Even the question of factory shutdowns did not play an
important role. The boom allowed many small and un-
stable enterpriset to float on the waves of sconomic
growth,

In addition, the change in government that securred
in 1969 (when the Social Democrats, in alliance with
the Free Democraks, took over) shook up the situation
on the political field. The impression could have been
created (and the Social Democrats did everything they
could to present things this way and to sirengthen this
impression) that it was tha government of the CDU
(Christlich-Demokratische Union — Christion Demo=
cratic Union) that hod been resporsible for the reces-
sion of 1966-47 and that a government of the Social
Democracy, the "friend of the workers, " would pursue
o policy capable of averting crises of this nature and
could in any event guarantee, or ot least make passible,
a constant increase in real wages,

In fact, West Germany remained an exceptional island
in the copitalist world during the 1971-72 recession.
Although there were a tofal of 10 million unemployed

in the imperialist countries during that winter, there
waos only very limited unemployment 'n West Germany
{200, 000-250, 000 on the average). And there was also
a palpable increase in the real income of the working
class during those yeors,

The workers thus had relearned how to struggle, but
they did so only under conditions of economic boom,
The Teadership fhat began fo crystallize in such a situa-
tion had experiences limited to this type of struggle.
And above all, this leadership was still tightly |inked
to the trode-union bureaueracy, which, during the pe-
riod 1970-74, had succeeded in maintaining control
over the workers struggles thanks to an active trade-
union policy. (The 1973 wildcat strikes were an excep-
tion to this rsle.) So long as the trade-union buregu-
erocy still hod some margin for maneuver, thatis, so
long as the Social Democratic government accorded the
bureaucracy this margin, the problem of a conflict be-
tween the new leadership of workers struggles at the
rank-gnd-file level and the trade-union bureaucracy
could not immediately come to the surface,

With the beginning of the international economic reces-
sion and the outbreak of o more serious crisis in Wast
Germany itself, this period come to an end. The em~
ployers laid down the rules to be followed in overcom-
ing the recession. The SPD (Sozigldemokratische Partel
Deutschlands — Social Democratic party of Germany)
accepted thess rules and tronsmitted them to the trade-
unien leaderhip, itself closely linked to the SPD, The
public service strike of 1974 and the manner in which
then Chancellor Willy Brandt intervensd Indicated this
clearly and publicly. The turn was too sharp, however,
and trode-union struggles broke out nonetheless and
even won victory. But this was the final point of the
whaole 1967-74 phase.

From that time on, the trode-union leadership copitu-
lated before the SPD government. The working class
was drawn into the whirlpesl of massive unemployment
= and with-no organized response. The leadership of
the struggles, which had crystallized on the foctory
level and among middle trade-union cadres, was dis-
armed in face of this new situation. Hence, there was
a prolonged halt in workers struggles.

It would nonetheless be erronecus to believe that the
period from 1974 to the beginning of 1974 meant that
the development of new leaderships at the factory level
ond the ossimilation of new experiences had alss been
halted, Ferment continued under the surfaca. In some
places important changes were heralded, the occupation
of a foctory in Erwitte in the siote of Westphalia being
the clearest sign of this. In certain cases this subterra=
nean avolution led to ferment within foctories and trode
unions on the brink of cpen struggles (DVA in Stuttgarh;
Audi/NSU in Meckorsulm; VFW in Speyer). But in gen-
eral the working closs was not prepared to breok out

of the trade—unian framework, Because of the wagkness
of any alternative leadership, the workers were alsa
unable fo risk on spen strugale. And precisely such
open struggle would have been necessary in order 1o




overcome the allionce between the rode-union bureau-
crocy and the government, an ollionce under Social
Demacratic leadership.

1966-67 and 1976: a comparison

The rapidity with which the working class responded
when the recession ended in 1976 and the comparison
with the reactions of the workers to the crisis of 1966
&/ enable us to detail the changes tha! have cccurred
in the combativity and consciousness of the West Ger-
man workers.

The 1966~67 crisis ended for the employers at the be-
ginning of 1967. A comporison in purely economic terms
would permit the identification of February 1976 with
February 1947, But the woge ogreements for 1957 and
19488 remained very low, in part linked to contracts

of paiticularly long duration. Simultaneously, there
was a boom of capitalist profite that could no longer
be hidden, But it was anly in September 1967 that the
working class responded in the form of a wave of wild-
cat strikes, These strikes undoubtedly were of excep=-
tionally great political importonce; but in terms of the
number of fighters involved, they represented only a
froction of the mobilizations of the spring of 1976.

Thit year things went much differently, Scarcely was
the erisis of capitalist profits over and scarcely had the
figures for predicted economic grawth for 1976 been
published, but the struggles broke out, Moreover; as
leng age as autumn 1975 o brood layer of trode union=
ists affirmed that o "second helping” would be needed
for those sectors of the working closs that bad besn
forced to conclude their negotiations too sarly and at
too low a level, for they had to be satisfied also,

It must ba recognized that from their own point of view
the capitalists were not wrong when they complained
that this threatened to put the screws on profils, even
if this Is in controdiction with the "left Keynesian"
theory that exercises some influence in West German
trade-union milieus,

What made the employers uneasy wos not so much the
absolute figures on the increasss in nominal wages as
the fact that the workers had been able to win those
increases. What bothered them was abave oll the fact
that the siruggles had started up immediately, For the
West German capitalists, this represents o negative
sign for the coming stoge of interimperialist competi=
tionon the world market. The employers hod counted
very heavily on this new stage. They wanted a new rise
of exports of both commodities and capital, both to be
made possible by the reduction of the real woges of the
West German workers and by a very low rate of infla-
tion compared with the rate prevailing in the countries
that are West German imperialism's mojor competitors,
But the workers struggles that broke out again right at
the beginning of the economic upturn and the prospects
that may be traced out by such o dynamic threaten o
ploce a question mark over the capitalist predictions,
or at least to render them problematical.

The trade-union bureaucracy
The upturn in struggles in West Germony was initiated
by the trode-union bureaucracy, first of all by the met=
alworkers union. In this case, the leodership of the
union around Loderer wos opposed to a combative line
during the wage negotiations. Butsuch a line was im=
posed by the regional bureoucrocy under Steinkihler
{in Baden-Wirttemberg) and by the rank-and-file maobi-
lization that followed. Tobesure, superficial chservers
with short memories would be tempted to hail the pane=
gyrics of the trade-union leaders after the token strikes
of the metalworkers and the strikes of the printing work-
ers. Weren't they sly fo wait for the end of the crisis
and then o trigger off struggles os soon as the crisis
ended? Such o judgment would be erronecus. This be-
comes clear precisely on the basis of an anal ysis of
what has really happened so far this year.

It is correct, on the other hand, to stress that within
the warking class and among its leading cadres on the
factary level, the experience of the economic crisis

has been cssimilated and that in certain places this has
led to consciousness of the fact that struggle can be
waged, albeit in different forms and for different goals,
even during o period of crisis. |t is likewise correct to
note that for broad layers of the working class the end
af the economic crisis has been the signal that the pause
that had been imposed an them is over.

The trade-union bureaucracy has followed this evelution
closaly, It has comtantly meosured the pulse of the work=
ing class, although not necessarily with noble intention.
To this it must be odded that the tmade~union leadership
drew its own conclusions from the wildeat strikes of 1959
and that it does not want to Hve through o second ex-
perience of struggles breoking out bayand their control

in such a manner that the leaders are forced to spend
lang years regaining the lost confidence of the waorkers,
os happened after 1969,

Obviously, it would be an exagaeration to claim that
the trade-union bureoucrocy os a whale hod grosped
this new situation. Such an inferpretation would imply
a static view of the trode-union bureoucracy. There
were only parts of the leadership that understood the
danger of continuing the proctice of signing woge con=
trocts that meant reductions inreal wages under condi-
tions of the end of thegrisis and the beginning of an
upturn, This opplies to the regional leadership of 1G
metall {the metalworkers union) in Baden-Wir ttemberg,
which is led by Steinkthler, ard to the national lead-
ership of 1G Druck und Papier (the printing and publish-
ing workers union). It is difficult ro believe that it wos
Mahlein, the official leader of the printers union, no-
torious for his repressive attitude within the union, who
really represented this coming to consciousness. In fact,
while he appeared as an individual during the contract
negotiations, he occupled o purely symbolic position,
aven within the leadership of his own union. The deci-
sive influence toward a combative attifude within the
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leadership of 1G Druck und Papler wos exercised by
Hersche, editor-in=-chief of the union newspaper. In
fact, the well=informed sections of the bourgeois press
attocked him as the "hidden orchestra conductor” of the
agitation in the book publishing industry.

This reflects an interesting evolution within the trade-
union bureaucracy, an evalution that cannot yet be
evaluated definifively, In both cases in which a tough
confrontation occurred between the unions and the em-
ployers during the spring of 1974:

* A part of the trade-union bureaucrocy lined up
firmly behind the policy of the SPD-led government.
This section of the bureaucracy was notably represented
by Loderer, the head of |G Metall, and in part also by
the group based around Mahlein in the |G Druck und
Papier leadership. This faction either come out against
the struggle openly (Loderer) or adopted a clearly vacil-
lating attitude (Mahlein);

* Another part of the union bureaucracy, in all cases
under the influence of "left intellectuals, ¥ either clev=
erly reflected the rank-ond-file presure (Hensche) or
even anticipated it {Steinkithler), Hence, this faction
initiated tough struggles that led them to the brink of
conflict with the government and, at least in the case
of the printers, cleorly went beyond the maximum wage
increases that hod been agreed to by the employers and
the govermment,

Oine must be very coutious dbout this evelution. It 1s
not a matter of differences or of a splintering of the
trade~union bureaucracy, The pressure of the rank and
file is still too weok to provoke such differences, It
could, it is true, be a matter of precursers of d process
of differentiation within the bureaucracy, The different
lines proposed in the woge negoiiations by Loderer and
Mahlein on the one hand and Hensche and Steinkohler
an the other hand reflect the twofold character of the
union bureaveracy: linked to the bourgeois state on

the one hand and te the rank and file workers on the
ather hand. SteinkUhler and Hensche octed very clearly
in the interests of the union bureaueracy os a whole,
perhaps even more so than Loderer himself. They better
understood the danger the massive attack of the employ-
ers agoinst the working class can represent even for the
unions themselves. They foresaw better than Loderer
that a copitulation of the trode-union |leaders to the
employers could once again provoke o loss of control
over the workers.

The printing workers struggle

"Wa discussed with all the great(!) trade-union leaders
before the conclusion of the wage controcts, but nof
with the little (1) printers’ union of Mahlein, " declored
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, wha was irritated when the
printers strike broke out. Leaving aside the armogence
‘expressed in these words, Schmidt's interprefation is
profoundly “idealist,” It reduces the problem of the
printers strike to the question of whether there was a
téte-t-téte between Schmidt and Mahlein or net. The

development of the strike, however, indicates to what
sxtent the personality of Mahlein as president of the
union had little to do with the conduct of the fight. In
the final analysis, it was the rank and file that drove
the struggle forward,

The struagle passed through several phases, which sowed
some confusion among uninitiated observers, This is ex-
plained above all by the hesitant ottitude of the union
leadership, especially Mahlein,

1. First of all, there wos o referendum on the pro=
posals of the employers. Mearly 90 percent of the union
members rejected these proposals and came out for mea-
sures of strupgle.

2. The union then called o strike in some key com-
panies including some 15,000 workers, Four hours
later (1), the employers responded with a national lock=
out of all the 140,000 workers in the printing and paper
industry,

3. After four doys of strike and lockeut, the union
leaders and the employers came to on agreement to
halt all measures of combat (that is, stop both the strike
ond the lockout) and to ke up-negotiations again.

The rank-ond-file workers rebelled against this rotten

. Two days later, the union called a national

strike, despite the fact that the difference between
the employers' offer and the official wage demand of
the union leadership hod in the meantime narrowed fo
0.2 percent.

5. Five doys loter, the union again went back to
a partial strike in the key companies. The justification
for this was that the strike fund was insufficient to fi-
nance o total strike, Once again, a section of the
rank and file rebelled, In northern Germany, the total
strike continued.

&. Two days later, on May 13, the union leader-
ship concluded the ogreement that entails an increase
of &.6 percent, if occount is taken of the indirect ben-
efits, The date of the referendum to determine whether
this wos acceptable or not was sef for six days later,
and the workers were colled upon to return to work im-
mediately,

Two conclusions may be drawn from the zigzags of the
struggle in the printing industry,

The first concerns the attitude of the employers, They
called for a lockout of all workers immediately after
the proclamation of the partial strike on April 29, They
thus moade their own cantribution to rodicalizing the
struggle, Their plon failed. But it wes not o plan of
desperados, It hod a precise aim, On the one hand, it
was necestary to erect o backstop fo wage increments
beyond what the employers considered acceptable in
the framework of their bmic plon to increase profits,
The token strikes of the 400,000 metalworkers hed al-
ready won an increase (& percent] that slightly surpassed
this limit. On the other hand, it was necessary to give
a clear warning to the union bureaucrocy as a whaole

in order o curb excessive hopes concerning a "second
helping” of wage increases during the autumn of 1976,

1
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In this sense, it was not the industrialists of the printing
sactor irself who aggravated the conflict. It wos the
sersonal intervention of Schleyer, head of the employ=
ars' gesocigtion, who pressured the industrialists of this
sectar to show maximum firmness. The violence of the
employers' reaction clearly indicates how importont it

remains for the West German capitalists to limit any
new woge increases during autumn 1976,

It must be added that the employers in West Germany
have troditionally resorted to the lockout much more
rapidly than their colleagues of the neighbaring capi=
talist countries (in which the lockout is often illegal).
This weapon was previously used in the metal industry
tn 1963 and 1971, |t was used this time in the printing
industry . Mere than any other “legal" weapon of the
employers, the lockout confirms that there fs a small
class of owners who hold a menopoly of access fo the
means of production and defend this monapely tooth
and nail.,

Tha second conclusion concerns the relationship behwean
the union bureoucracy and the rank and file, Inan ex-
emplary manner, the strike in the printshops showed the
difficulty met by the bureaucrocy in conserving control
aver the rank ond file during a tough unian struggle.
During the phases of "halting the strike” and of "tansi-
tion from the total strike to the partial strike” there
were many open conflicts, in the course of which the
union bureaucracy hod to yield rapidly mest of the time.

The result of the Moy 18 referendum raflected these
difficulties met by the union leadership. Only 53 per-
cent of the membership accepted the content af the
final ogreement reached with the employers, And even
maore important, the majority of the workers of the big
companies, the companies in which eambativity hod
been very pronounced, rejected the final accord and
voted to continue the struggle.
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WEST GERMANY

But these conflicts were only one of the aspects of the
relations between the leadership and the ranks. The
aother aspect is equally significant: There was no emer-=
gence of organizational forms outside union control .
All the struggles in all phases of the conflict unfolded
within the narrow framework of the uniors. One sen-
tance that appeared in the official strike newspaper of
IG Druck und Papier is extremely significant in this
regard: "Monday, when the central leadership had de-
cided to interrupt the strike, it was often necessary lo
wait for hours before the siriking and locked-out com=
rades were willing to geo back to work. 'The comrades
cried,’ reported a desperate shop steward in one plaf, y
Trorslated into clear language, this means: The work=
ars acceded to the instructions of the union leadership,
but they did so with grit teeth,

It is an important characteristic of the West German
working class that it chooses insofar as passible to strug-
gle with the aid of the trade-union organizations and
that it tries to avoid struggles not sanctioned by the
umions (wildeat strikes), especially after the negative
sxpariences of 1973, The basis of this behavior must

be sought above all in the weakness of the workers
leaderships and of the slements favorable to determined
closs struggle at the foctory leval . The high degree of
trade-union organization, higher thon in most of the
other big capitalist countries of West Europe, alse con=
tributes to this.

The experignces of the printers strike are extremely
important, Although it wasa question of o struggle or=
ganized on fthe irade-union level, which is "legal”
aven from the standpoint of the bourgeoisie, in the
course of the struggle there were violent physical con-
frontations between the strikers and the police, Insev-
aral cities (notobly West Berlin, Frarkfort, Stuttgort,
and Reutlingen), the police intervened with clubs
ogainst strike pickets ond assemblies of strikers. The
aim of these police interventions was most often to
make possible the appearance and distribution of bour-
geois newspapers or to club open the way for trucks
|looded with papers produced by strikebreakers. Often
it was only necessary for o strong police contingent to
arrive on the scene ond farm up into ranks in a threat=
ening manner for the same result te oceur, Since the
trade-union leaderships in all coses called upan the
strikars not to resist the police, the pickets often re-
mained possive.

Tha massive intervention of the West German police

in this strike, usually with helmets, clubs, sticks, and
so on, deeply impressed the printing workers, Up to
now, this sort of open state repression has been used
only against "anarchists, " the far laft, or, in the worst
of cases, wildcat strikers. The attempts of the left par=
ties to explain that all this repression was in foct di-
rected ogainst the workers movement as 0 whale remained
abstract for the broader masses of workers, The experi=
ence of the printers sirike has now provoked clear fis=
sures in the ideclogy that presents the police as the
wieiend and helper” even of the working class.
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A second imporfont experience for o part of the strikers
was the solidarity of other sectors of the working elass,
On the whole, this solidarity remained at the level of
resclutions odopted in factories and various trade-union
orgons. But in some cases there was direct support to
the strike (in the Stuttgart area, for example). This is
especially important in that the leadership of the DGB
{the notional trode-union federation) did all it could

ta prevent such practical solidarity.

A third important experience of the printers strike was
the punctual collaboration between the strikers on the
one hand and the students and other non-proletarian
sactors on the other hand, In various cases, for exam=
ple tha Mercator printshop in West Berlin, strike pickets
were composed of both workers ond students, 1n Berlin
there was even a massive confrontation between a mats
of printing workers and students agairat the palice,
Similar incidents took place in Reutlingen in southern
Gearmany .

It is important fo insist on the foct thaot with o few ex-
ceptions (Kiel in 1942 and Merck-Dormstadt in 1971),
there has never been such a massive intervention of
students in a strike, on intervention occepted by the
waorkers, The separation of the mobilizations of the stu=
dents, high-schoolers, and opprentices on the one hand
and the struggles of workers on the other hand had besn
one of the negative characteristics of the upturn in werk-
ers strugales in West Germany during the period 1969-
73

A fourth experience of the sirike was the effective or=
ganization of strike pickets that did not have o purely
symbalic character. In some ploces, for example, fly=
ing squads were formed that functioned doy and night,
and the sirike pickets were often involved in physical
confrontations. When one knows of the restorationist
"social low" that prevails in the Federal Republic of
Germany (there are, for example, court decisions de=
claring the formation of chains of strike pickets illegal),
one can ynderstand the imporfonce of these experiences,

The strike’s political character

Schleyer, chief of the employers, declared in regard

to the printing strike: “Manifestly, it is not a question
of wage Increases, but a conflict of o political charac-
ter." (Der Spiegel, MNo.20-21, 1976.) He isright.
From the purely quantitative standpoint, the balance-
sheet for the printing and paper workers boils down to
a clear decline in real wages (and the workers know
this; at the beginning of the conflict their own union
indicated that at least a 9 percent wage increase would
be needed to preserve buying power). |t would never-
theless be quite erroneous to meosure this strike purely
by the material results. Its politicol charocter was more
important. The strike broke the wage policy colled for
by the government, its "experts, " and the employers,
In the final analysis, this is expressed in the desperate

ottempts made by both sides. The union clearly tried to
breck the woge fromework (ot leost once o doy Mahlein
insisted on the necessity "of there beinga & before the
decimal point”), while the employers tried to hold the
nominal wage increase below & percent (during the fi-
nal negotiations, they proposed 5.9 percent severnl
times, plus vorious supplementary benefits that, taken
tagather, would have brought the package to 6.5 per-
cent; this was rejected by the union).

The fact that the workers broke through the maximum
wage increases set by the accord between the govern-
ment and the employers is undoubtedly the most impor=
tont success of the printing workers, Another factor also
gives thisstrike o very great political importance, The
printing workers shawed that it is possible to success-
fully struggle under conditions of economic crisis, even
when ane has to confrant an alliance of all the bosses,
the government, and "public opinion” (apparently in-
dignant over the "attack on freedom of the press"). The
fact is that the printing warkers were strongly isolated,
The trede unions of ather industrial branches did not
declare themselves prepared to support the printers fi-
nancially with the meney in their strike funds, On sev-
eral occasions Mahlein repeated that the international

inters union wos behind the strike, but no mention
was made of oid from the DGB,

It may be supposed that the West German working class
understood the signal to ¢truggle from the printing work-
ers. The bureaucracy certainly has, It has already be=
gun fo pour water onta the fire. "One must not talk so
much about a hot autumn in such o way o5 o provoke

in advance what will be regretted later, " warned
Loderer, chief of 1G Metall, an allusion to the hot
autumn of 1989, the wave of wildcat sirikes.

The uneosiness is also great within the Secial Democ-
racy. Maothing is more disogreecble for Helmut Schmids
than an important workers struggle on the eve of legis-
lative elections. That would domage his "imoge” before
the employers, the imoge of the man who brought profits
out of the impasse by lowering real wages, while still
remaining capable of maintaining the workers and the
unions in o passive attitude, Some bourgesis newspapers
reported immediately after the printing strike that
Schmidt was now trying to convince the employars to
voluntarily grant a new wage increase after the summer
in order to avert shruggles that are now probable,

Whatever the maneuvers of the trade-union bureaucracy
ard the Social Democrotic lecdenhip, the printers strike
corstitutes o tum ofter two years of halt in closs strug-
gles in West Germany. Other parts of the working class
will certainly interpref this strike os @ sign that struggle
is possible ond that it con leod to success even under
conditions of economic crisis and under unfavorable
initial conditions., After two years of reductions in real
wages, the slogan for the caming struggles must be:
"We must make up the ground we have loit because of
the crisis. "

May 22, 1576
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We are publishing below the text of the political accord reached by the Ligo Comunista Interna-
cionalista (LC1 — Infernationalist Communist League) and the Fartide Reveluciondrio dos Traba=
lhadores (PRT — Revelutionary Waorkers party) on the basis of which the two revelutionory Marx=
ist organizations are fielding a commen candidate in the presidential elections, scheduled to
take place on June 27, This document is important in maore than one respect. First, it constitutes
a clear political buasis for the intervention of revolutionary militants in the Portuguese situation
aftar the victory of the workers parties and organizations in the recent legislative elecfions.
(See |NPRECOR, MNe.51, May 13, 1976.) It also testifies to the passibility of a rapid unifica=
tion of all those forces in Portugal claiming allegiance to Trotskyism. The common activity and
arientation of the LCI and the PRT during the electoral campaign around a condidate of workers'
unity ond independence of the capitalists and generals supported by the reformist leaderships is
thus an important step forward toward the construction of o strong Portuguese section of the Fourth

The candidate supported by the LCI and tha PRT ic Arlate Vieira da Silva, @ woman, o worker,
a revolutionary . She was born in 1940, A milirant of the Communist party since the age of six-
taen, she worked under underground conditions fo
the CP in its.work in the Lisbon industrial belt, w
ing mctivity, especially after her expulsion from
terms in the jails of the PIDE, the Salazarist palitical police. The lost sentence was for Five years,
during which she was subjected to torture. She was not allowed to sleep and was repeated by
beaten with clubs; the taces can still be seen on her broken wristi. She emerged from this hel |
without having talked, The CP, after sending he
assigned her to her Forme tosks. Arlete resigned from these responsibilities after April 24, 1974,
and then left the CP at the end of the same year.
against strikes and sit down at the tame table with Spinoia and 54 Carneire?" she axploined.

¢ many years and was one of the key cadres of
here she organized several strikes. This unceas=
her teoching job in 1963, cost her Five long

r to various cadre schools in the USSR and Prague,

"How could | occept seeing the party fight

e

AWORKERS
NDIDATE

On April 25, 1976, the Portuguess workers voted mas-
sively for the workers parties and orgonizations, espe-
cially the Socialist party and the Communist party.

In maintoining the bourgeois parties in the minority po=
sition in which they olreody find themselves in the Con-
stituant Assambly, the women and men of the toiling
classes clearly demanstrated their will to defend and
axtend the conguests they have won during these fwo
years of the revolutionary process in Portugal. They
thus used the limited instrument provided them by the
elactions = the balletbox — to say MNo to the fascist
terror of the hangmen of the PIDE, No to capitalist co-
optation, No to the tutelage of the generals, Mo to
repression of the workers, MNo ko restrictions on their
democratic rights.

The results of the elections fo the Assembleio da Repdb-
lica (Assembly of the Republic, the legislative assem=
bly) constitute a victory for the loboring masses, two
years after the fall of the dictatorship. In entrusting

the majority of their votes to the two big workers par-
ties, in which they recognize their interests, the work=
ers also clearly pointed to the rood fo follow in order

to extend this victory into the domain of the presidential
alections: The presentation of @ united SP=CP candidate,

Whatever their disogreements with the orientation of
these two parties, all toilers, all worker militants,
would support such a candidate, for in the present phose
of development of the class struggle, it would be the
best concrete expression of the unity of the worloers

and the independence of the workers movement from
political combinations with the representatives of the
bourgeoisie, whether civilian or military.



But the capitalists and the officers, with the active or
passive complicity of the leaderships of the SP-and the
CP, are trying to rob the Portuguese workers of the
fruits of their victory of April 25, 1976, The workers,
whether they are Socialists, Communists, members of
other currents of the workers movement, or belong to
no party at all,are now witnessing the lomentable spec-
tacle of their parties, which won the majority in these
elections, being hitched to the wogon of o general
whose past and present, whose statements and actions,
constitute the most complete profession of faith in the
caopitalist order, Were the millions of men and women
whe voted for the workers parties, and above all for
the SP and CP, placing their trust in Ramalho Eanes,
Pinheira de Azevedo, or Costa Gomes in order to guar=
antee o future without expleitation and oppression?
The |saders of the SP and CP know very well that fhis
'c not the case, and it is for this very recson that they
are carrying out their maneuvers in the corridars of the
government and especially In the Council of the Rawve=
lution. Mevertheless, wa can have no doubl about the
objective of these maneuvers, The leoders of the SP
and the CP want to use the confidence they still enjoy
in the eyes of the majority of the workers 1o hand that
canfidence over toa general who will certainly not ba
leng in using tagainst the aepirations of the warking
mosses,

This policy, which the LCl and the PRT combatted dur=
ing the legislative elections, represents a grmve threat
ta the independence of the workers and to the future

of their struggles. The LCl and the PRT oddress them-
selves fo all the Portuguese workers, to all the organiza-
Hame of the workers movement, and particularly to the
5P and the CP, calling upon them to present o wnited
workers candidate in the presidential elections. This

iy absolutely necessary in order that the workers, by
voting for their own candidate, may confinue to express
the will they exhibited on April 25, 1976, when they
elected a left majority to the legislative assembly. And
in spite of their probable differences with the platfarm
of such a I:ﬂndidﬂcy, the LCl and the FRT would odd
bhalr vates 1o those of milllons of workers, whe would
thus cisure the victory of this candidate against all
bourgeois adversaries, whether in or out of unifarm.

In presenting their candidate right now, the LC| and
tha PRT have no intention of blacking this road, but on
the contrary of holding it open until the last minute,
The presence of a worker candidate consfitutes o guar=
antee from the LC1 and the PRT that in the absence of

a candidate presented by the SP or the CP — or, better
still, by both parties together — they will be able to
vote for a workers condidate not linked fo the bourgeois
parties, the siate apparatus, or the military hierarchy.

The two organizations are prepared to discuss the plat-
form of this candidacy, or any other platform that may
be presented, with all the forces of the workers move-
ment. But the LC| and the PRT consider the following
points, upheld by their joint candidate, as minimum
conditions for guaranteeing class independence from
the bourgeoisie and for making on effective contribu=

tion to strengthening the indispensable unity of the
workers:

a) The condidate calls for the establishment of o
government representing the will of the workers as ex-
pressed in the elections to the Assembleia do Repiblica.
In voting for the SP and the CP the mass of Porluguese
workers renewed their support for the two majotity par-
ties of the working closs and their support o the forma=-
tion of o government withou! capitalists or generals.

With this objective in mind, the candidate pledges
that Tn the event of his or her election, he or she will
charge Mario Soares, secratary geneml| of the 5P, or
another Socialist leader chosen by the SP, fo forma
government representing the majority will of the work=
ers, that is, a government without capitalists or generals,
based on the left parliamentary majority and on 5P-CP
unity in the struggle and in the mobilization of the
worken . |In faking this position, the condidate does not
agree with the programs of the 5P and the CP, buton
the contrary affirms the determination, in spite of the
political differences, to respect the will of the workers
as expressed in the 536 of the vote that went 1o these
two parties.

b} Respect for the will of the workers implies break-
ing with all compromises with the bourgeoisie. Through
their vates for the workers parties, the workers voted
against class collaboration with the bourgecisie, irs
parties, and [ts civilian and military institutions, In

Fanes
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calling upan the SP.and the CP to break with collabora= |

tion with the bourgeoisie ond fo annul the anti=worker
pact signed by the Council of the Revolution and the
major bourgeois and workers parties, the condidate
aledges fo struggle so that the government, |ike the
left majority in the Assembleia da Repiblica, may gov=
arn and legisiate freely, independent of all the condi=
tions and obligations the pact imposes an the govern-
ment and on thiz majority because of the exceptional
powers conferred upon the Counril of the Revolution
and the president of the republic.

¢} The candidate will intransigently defend the
necessity of the unity of the workers movement and it
organizations against the common enemy of the toiles:
the bourgeoisie, civilian and military. During the com=
paign, the candidate will defend the necessity of the
workers united front in which the SP and the CP will
have the greatest responsibilities, in the struggles, in
the Assembly, and in the government.

The candidate will tell the Socialist and Communist
workers that only a break by the SP and the CP with
the bourgeoisie and the onti=worker pact, only the
unity of their organizations, only a government of their
majority parties bosed on the united mobilization of

the workers can open the way to allowing the workers
to respond to the present capitalist crisis.

In colling for an SP-CP government representing the
great mass of workers through their two majority parties,
the candidate will explain that such o solution can be
an imporiant step forward on the road to the unity and
indepandence of the working class, The presence of
ministers of the CP, however, or of those of the 5P,

does not in itsalf guarantee the anticapitalist character
of the government. Buf at laost it mokes the leadership
of the CP and of the SP assume their joint responsibilities
to the workert,

1t is for this reason that in the event of the formation

of an SP government, the candidate will respord to the
<P |eadership's ambition ta “govern alone" by challeng-
ing the SP ro forma government without capitalists or
generals.

In any event, the formation of such o government would
hove to respond te an essential condition: that the 5P,
as well s the CP, break with the pact betwaen the
Council of the Revalution and the parties and that in=
stead of the collaboration it has practiced with bour-
geois forces up to now, the §P work for the unity of the
warkers and: their organizations, that is, an SP-CP oc-
cord o deferd the interests of the laboring masses.

d) But the emancipation of the workers must be the
work of the workers themselves. Their liberation from
exploitation and oppression depends not on @ good presi=
dent of the republic, but rather an their daily battle
against capital and its state, parties, and generals,

The workers of the cities and the countryside themselves
must now work out the immediate demands that must
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be satisfied in order to guarantee their stondard of liv-
ing in face of the crisis of capitalism, The demands put
farward in many trode-union and workers' commission

platforms must lead ro the elaboration of an emergsncy

plan of struggle for all the warkers.

These measures include the following, omong others:

* |mmediate wage incredses of 2,000 escudes a
month forall;

* Minimum wege of 6,000 escudos o month;

* Against the rising cost of living, for o sliding
scale of wages; agairst unemployment, for the sharing
of all available work ameng all able=bodied warkers;

*Prohibition of any layeffs and application of @
plan of public works;

* Against the attempts to impose the authority of the
employers in the factories and of the landlords in the
countryside, defense and generalization of national iza-
tions, workers cantrol, and agrarian reform;

* Against militarist discipline, democratic rights
for soldiers;

* Against terrorist ottacks on the organizations of
the workers, for workers self-defense;

“Against the exploitation and oppression of women:

— equal pay for equal work,

— |iberation of women from household tasks: for
child-core centers, loundromafs, and conteens subsi=
dized by the state,

— free contraception and abortion on demand .,

¢} The candidate will suppart the convocation of
a democratic congress of all the trade unions to discuss
and democratically elaberate this plan of struggle. Be-
yond this, the congress must devote ifself, within the
framework of free discussion omong all the tendencies
of the workers mavement, to the transfarmation of the
Intersindical (the trade-union federation) into a genuine
united and democratic trade union of all the workers.
Moreover, the congress must demand that the govern-
ment take responsibility for the application of this plan
of struggle discussed and voted on by the workers.

fl Concurrently, the candidate will defend the ne=
cessity for the coordination and centralization of the
workers commissions — ragionally, by industrial branch,
and nationally. These are indispensable conditions for
the masses' extending their anticapitalist mobilization,
coordinating and deepening their experiences in wark=
ars control and self-defense and, through thelr own or=
garms of powar, averthrowing the bourgeois state ond
initiating socialist management of society, with socialist
planning of the economy.

In presenting their common candidate in the presidential
elections, the LC| ond PRT are conscious that they are
taking o step forword in their common activity, a step
that must lead these two organizations os rapidly os
possible to the unification of their forces in order 1o
build the Portuguese section of the Feurth Internaticnal.

Lisbon, May 9, 1976
Liga Camunista Internacional ista
Partido Revoluciondrio dos Trabalhadaores




The political impotence of the first government of the
Francaist monarchy is decidedly evident. |t activity

is subject to implacable laws that determine the follow-
ing scenario: great mass mobilization; savage repres-
sion by the police; announcement of "occeleration™
of the program of reforms; publication of the corres-
ponding draft laws; rejection of these draft laws with
rare unanimity on the part of all the political sectors
af the country, including the political groups linked
to the ministries in office; cutbreak of government cri-
sis. Then the cycle starts again. In reality, these im=
plocable laws are clear ond well known: Their origins
lie in the relationship of forces between the bourgeoi-
sie and proletariat that now exists in the country, the
real battering ram that has wrecked the Francoist "re-
form. "

The referendum has suffered the some fate os the projects
that preceded it, (See INPRECOR, Mos. 50, April 29,
and 51, May 13, for descriptions-of the referendum on
"constitutional reform, ") What aggravates the sitvation
is thot before the referendum the present government
still retained the postibility of resorting precisely to

a referendum as o magic formulo copable of overcoming
the obvious crisis of the Francoist "reform.” But since
the concrate content of the referendum was announced
there are no longer even any magic formulas. In its
prasent form, this refererdum is o beoutiful lead |ife-
buoy for the drowning Froncoist monorchy. Thus, the
king had to enter the scene,

All the king’s men

The king hod a specific role to play in the praject af
the reform of Francaism. He wos supposed to "reprasent
power but not "exercise" it, He was supposed o stond
apart from the concrete political decisions, os the only
way to oblain  if not some authority ot least @ minimum
of consersus among all the bourgesois political foctions.
Only the king could cccupy the center position in o
new balance of inferbourgenls forces, the creation of
which was the government's task . But the g=

wias o direct product of the "old” balonce
It corresponded to the "era of France"” and wa

sically incapable of creating a new balance.
projects ware the result of an "inter-Francoist" poct

and not of an "interbourgesls” pact. The king thus hod
fo begin to act as o "Bopaparte’ if he wanted to hang
on, And the leos! one can soy is that up to now he hos

not run into the slightest obstacle from the “opposition.

In fact, some reprasentative figures of the "democratic

oppasition" (Gil Robles of the Christian Democrati
right, Garcia Lopez of the Social Demacratic right,
Qllero of the liberal monarct

ences with the king and have emerged from the paloce
like medieval courtesans recaunting marvels about the
"profound love for democracy™ evidenced by the king.
Even more significant oudiences hove been announced
for the future, Tiema Galvdn (Secialist laft) has indi-
cated that he is "open" to contact with the king. Felipe
Ganzdlez of the Portide Socialiste Obrera Espanal

ists, etc,) hove had auvdi=-
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{PSOE — Spanish Socialist Workerns party, the Social
Democrocy) affirmed only a few days ago that he would
refuse all such confact so long as four leaders of the
Ceordinacién Democrética (Democratic Coordination)
remained in prison; but just teday Enrique Migiea, num-
ber twe man in the PSOE and top representative of ik
right wing, told the press that if a propesal for an audi-
ence with the king was forthcoming, "the PSOE, for

its part, would not shun this cantact, just as it would
not shun any other contact, ™

It may be said that this political operation does not suf-
fer from lack of intelligence. In on editorial in the
May 5 Mundo Obrero significantly entitled " Juon Car-
les’s Responsibility, * Santiago Carrillo, head of the
Communist party, summed up his sentiments-in an ele-
gant formula: "Either the king mokes @ courageous ges-
ture and breaks with the burker {the hard=line Franco-
ists) from the jrside, or else he continues fo be part of
it, and in that case he runs the risk of suffering the
some fate." This "blank check® to the king, translated
inte formally threatening language, is the best possible
summary of the “negotiated break” (ruptura poctadal.

It iz said that the king asked Gil Robles whether rhe
Communitt party would be inclined to accept o "nego-
tiaked™ government in which the CP itself would not be
present. It s also said that Gil Robles replied that the
CP would accept 1t but that he himself would not. It is
pessible that this conversation is fictitiows, but it would
not be extracrdinary if it were genuine, The bourgeoi-
tie's need to "anticipate” the action of the mass move-
ment; the political copitulation of the "demacratic™
bourgeoisie and the reformist workers parfies; the ex-
plosive character of the situation in the country when
every doy brings the threat of rew "Vitorias" (Mente-
jurra, Aranjuez’); the growing tersion within the Fran-
coist apparotus, which has undeubtedly been aggravated
by the government's ban on the "homage to Franco"
demonstration projected by the burker; the paralysis

of the government, the final product of which is pre=
cisely the referendum; and finally, above all, the grow-
ing activitv of the masses as demonstrated by the May 1
actiom, by the recent demonstration in Bilboo for om-
nesty, by the metolworkers struggles in Modrid and Bar-
celona, by the chemical workers struggle in Madrid,

by the struggles arising in the telephone system, health,
and education, and by the huge turnsut for cultural
events laden with political content, such os the &0, 000
people at the recital of the |berian peaple in Medrid,
the 15,000 at the Lluls Llach recital in Barcelona —
all these things add up to an intalerable situation. The
bourgenisie connot and does nat hope te maintain the
entire workers movement in conditions of illegality.

Its only hope is to tightly control the so-called tronsi-
tHon. And Santiogo Carrillo still specks of "couragesus
gestures” ] The couroge is in the factories; the work-
shops, and the streets, The political project: of the
bourgeoisie and its reformist allies are octs of fear.

* An assembly of 7,000 members of neighborhood associa=
tions was repressed by the rifle butts of the Guardia
Civil; 200 were hurt, obout 40 arrested ,

What is requested of the king is that he assume this
fear, that heact like those who fear the mass move-
ment more than they fear the bunker. Those are the
ones who will guarantee the "transition."

Crystal democracy

And they are certainly inclined to guorantee if. Ina
colloquium on “the economic alternatives of the oppo=
sition” José Sandoval, spokesman of the Communist
party, said things like this: "For the Communist party
it is necessary to aid, very tactfully, in the stoge of
transition that would be opened with o provisional gove
ernment during o constituent period. During this periced
the CP rejects any sort of nationalization, for the im-
portant thing s the consolidation of democracy and the
averting of the imbalances of o premature structural
change, During the initial stages of the consolidation
of democracy we must not reach objectives that are un-
acceptable fo the democratic right. Without a pelitical
pact there can be no talk of a social pact, In an otmos-
phere of social pact, which this government is not help-
ing to create, there would be a vay out of the erisis,
Without the participation of big capital it would be
very difficult to guarantee the climate of transition.”

At least it connot be said that the CP is conceoling its
objectives, And it is not only the CP that wank to work
semsitively, in a "non-extremist" manner, toward "tron-
sition." (In the current longuage of the opposition,

this word is used in ploce of ruptura pactada, which
same consider an excessively rodicol formula,) Thus,
the secretary geneml of the Movimiento Comunisio
{MC = Communist Movement] — a Maoist group which
in the course of its fatest lurch to the right has initiated
a maneuver aimed at getting closer to the Federation
ol Socialist Parties, a "modernist” Socialist current
one of whose components, the Socialist Convergence
of Catalonia, has some political influence — declared
saveral weeks age: "The way things are going, and os
long os there is no pressure *from below' farcing it, |
doubt very mueh that there will be a fiscol reform of
any coherence and daring during the transitonol period,
which will last several months, and | think 1t will be
difficult, unless we achieve a very lorge increase in
resources, for the state's sconomic pelicy to be sub-
stantially different from the present one. This is the
impression | get when | look at the palitical forces of
the Junta and the Convergencia" (the two bodies that
have now fused into the Coordipacién Democrética).,
And finally, the Partido del Trobajo (Labor party) de-
clared: "In an initial phase natioralizations can repre-
sent an erroneous criterion. It would first be necessary
te know the nature of the state in order thus to delimit
the political implications of nationalization. As long
as the regime does not correspond to o democratic will,
these nationalizations must be postponed, In foce of
the transition, there it no sense in tolking about na=
tignalizations."

The “pessimism" with which these organizations approach
the “transition” in the realm of economics has a coher-
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ent and complementary logic on the political terrain.
The "rodical” measures are to be held in reserve for
"after” this "period that will last for months, " during
which the very fragile “erystal democracy" resulting
from the royal "act of valar" will be protected by the
weavers of the “social pact.”

The workers have their own plans

All these gentlemen are dividing a pie thot has not yet
been baked, It is necessary to understand their projects
in order to get on idea of the crisis that exists in the
country. To get an idea, for exsmple, of how it is that
the referendum, announced with such fanfare only o
few weeks ago, appears to have gone up in smoke. Im-
portant sectors of the government, as well a5 the king
himsalf, considered the referendum unviable without
what Areilza called a "national pact," some sort of
agreement with the "opposition” that could count at
least on the neutrality of the Communist party.

But the real nub ef the problem lies in whether this
very "national pact" has any possibility of assuring the
"iron control” over the transition to which we referred

earlier. Once ogain, the answer to this question is Mo.

Te think that the legalization of the entire Spanish

workers movement will be able to be controlled by the
Spanish bourgeaisie, even with the determined collab-
aration of the reformists; to think that the workers will
accept o “social pact” with a capitalist system In open
crisis (a system for which total ecanemic insslvency

at the 1958 level is predicted within two yearst; fo
think that the national question will be resolved with
a few drops of "autonomy”; to think that the mass move=
ment will tolerate rigid restrictions on the democrotic
rights it has so painfully conquered (the right o sirike,
for examplel; to think that the mass movement will re-
sign itself to the maintenance of the Francoist repres-
sive forces, will consider the army untouchable, will
go along with promises for o Constituent Assembly that
may never materialize, will tolerate that "extremists”
whao refuse to accept the |imits of puppet democracy
are sent back to prison, will remain passive in foce of
fascist provocations (how many pistols ke those that
were fired in Montejurra have been distributed through=
out the country?); to think all this is to believe in
pure illusion. The workers have their own plams. And
the orientation that best corresponds to the strengthen=
ing and development of these plans is the general strike
against the Francoist monarchy. In this we place our
trust and for this we struggle,

May 18, 1976

Comrade Mandel Speaks in Madrid

At the Tnvitation of the sconomics and socislogy departments of the Universidad Complutense de
Madrid, comrade Ernest Mandel, member of the United Secreforiat of the Fourth International ,
held two public conferences in Madrid May 5 and 6, 1976,

On May 5 at the department of economic sciences, he analyzed the place of the genemlized re=
cession of the international copitalist économy in postwar history befare an oudience of 1,500-
2,000 people; the meeting wos held about fifteen kilometers from Madrid. The following day, the
auditorium of the sociology department was filled to overflowing by 4,000-5,000 people. Many
people stood in the corridors, and many had 1o leave becouse they could nat find space.

In his speech comrode Mandel dealt with the nature of the bourgeois state, the impossibility of w-
ing the bourgeois state apparatus fo achieve socialism, the necessity for overthrowing the bourgsais
stafe, the importance of the dictatorship of the proletoriat, and the jdentity of the dictatorship

of the prolefariat with socialist democracy, that is, the exercise of power by democratically
elected warkers councils within which there would be freedom of action for all porties, repre=-
sentatives of which would be elected by the workers. The possages of the speech opposing ref-
ormism and calling upon the workers to prepare the seizure of power, as well as those defending
the dictatorship of the proletariat and condemning the Stalinist dictatorship of the bureaucrocy
ond calling for the democracy of workers councils, received enthusiostic ovations from the
oudience.

The speech was followed by ample discussion, with interventions from striking telephone workers
and from a leader of the construction workers who has been laid off. The meeting wos punciuated
by cheers for the Fourth International, Trotskyism, the workers commissions, amnesty for political
prisoners, the workers in struggle in the Spanish state, the struggles of the oppressed nationalities,
and workers unity, The police had surrounded the campus, but in view of the huge crowd they re-
frained from intervening (except fo sabotuge the loudspeaking system for about half an hourl. In
their own way, the authorities drew the conclusions of the success of the meeting, which was re-
ported in several daily newspapers and many weeklies: they banned the third meeting comrade
Mandel was supposed to have oddressed in the Ateneo on May 17.




We are publishing below an extract of o centribution of the Liga Comunista Revelucionaria/
Euzhkadi ta Askatasuna-Vl (Revolutionary Communist League/Basque Mation ond Freedom-
Sixth Congress) to the discussion on the mass movement in the urban centers of the Spanish
state, The development of this movement, with tenant asseciations, neighborhocd commis-
sions, and similar phenomena, is one of the notable features of the popular mobilization teday.

The charocteristics of the process of capitalist industri-
alization under the Francoist dictatorship, especially
since the crisis of the policy of "autarky, " engendered,
thraughout the 19&0s and into the 1970s, a grewing
concentration of the working-closs population in the
"periphery" of the major urban centers. {Madrid, Bar-
celona, and Blscay include 26 percent of the total pop-
ulation of the country.) They also created chaos, a
comequence of the forms taken by this industrialization
and of the copitalists' hunt for maximum profits, Thus,
while an the gne hand the development of preduction
and the division of labor were creating new neads for
the reproduction of labar-power, on the other hand new
requirements of capital accumulation were also stimu=
lated, and this gave rise to an intensive utilization of
the cities by the bourgeoisie.

Under the Francoist dictatorship, especially because of
the links of this dictatorship with speculative real-es-
tate copital, the contradiction between the new needs
of the working population (health, housing, education,
transport, efc,) and the interests of capital garbed in
the cloak of the dictatorship (land speculation, orien-
tation of investments toward the most profitable sec-
tars, which meont the sectors with the lowest costs,
lending of priority to private services as opposed to pub-
lic ones, ete.) has become openly manifest during the
past several years, This contradiction hos been accom-
panied by significant tensions emong various factions
of capital itself, in occordance with the particular in-
terasts of these factions and the dictatorship's excessive
support to one of them,

Three foctors have contributed to raising the specific
problems of the neighborhoods to o pesition of prime
importance: First, the plams for the “ordering” of
territory in the direct service of private interests (high-
way construction, buTtdingﬂ, which have tended to de-
stroy the environment as well as cultural and histeric
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acquisitions. Second, the constant degradation of liv=
ing conditions in the popular nelghborhoods; a conse-
quence of the onarchic character of the process of in-
dustrialization, of the massive shift of people of rural
origin to the cities; this took the form of the absence of
basic social services (even infrastructural ones like
electricity, oos, ond water) and the proximity of the
neighborhoods fo dirty or dangerous industries (pellu-
tion, atomic power plants, etc,). Third, the constant
increase in the level of needs and aspirations of the
warking population (housing, health, schools, cultural
and sports centers). The interests of the ruling closs in
its "ordering” of the city and the country appear clear-
ly in the combination of these three factors. For copi-
talism, it Is o matter of seeking to reduce the costs of
the reproduction of labor-power to the lowest possible
level and of endowing itself with instruments of ideclo-
gical contral over the population, The antagonism be-
tween these [nterests and the satisfaction of the rising
needs of the working population appears even more
sharply in the context of o more general crisls of copi-
talism,

Thus, the foclors mentioned above have had their im-
pact on a given political situation: crisis of the dicha=-
torship, rise of the warkers movement, rodicalizofion

of specific sectors of the population (youth, unemployed,
women, nationalist currents, various cultumal activi-
ties, etc,). The mass movements that ore developing

in the neighborhoods and the legal, paralegal, and il-
legal structures that ore now arising are the product of
the convergence of this series of foctors. These move~
ments are now entering a directly palitical phase. They
are supporting the struggles of the workers and ather
sectors (like teachers), massively toking up the struggle
against repression, and, above all, increcsingly denounc-
ing the present municipal councils as institutions con-
tralled by the dictatorship and the capitalists. These



are the most cutstancing features of the neighborhood
movements, |F o this we add the dictatorship’s narrow
margin for economic "eoncessions" as a means of par-
tHially resolving the most urgent problems of the popula-
tion (this is o result of the economic situation), then
the full gravity of the social crisis of Spanish capitalism
appears.,

From the protest against pollution by the pecple of
Erandio in 1969 to the present politicization of the
Asociociones de Vecinos {tenant associations) in Ma-
drid and Barcelona, brood sectors of the masses have
travelled a long rood.

There have been mobilizations for adequate inexpen-
sive housing (which have occurred in the "marginal”
neighborhoods—chabolaos— as well as in those that de-
pend on the state housing authority) . There have been
mobilizations for odequate transport [especially in
areas |ike Sante Coloma in Barcelonal, sgainst pollu=-
tion (mobilizations ogainst atomic power plants in
Biscay or against the construction of cellulose foctories
in Orense), against the high cost of living (solidarity
between housewives and :&Empers in Madrid against
middlemen, convergence of demands with those of the
working class, like "Down with prices, up with wages|"),
There have been mobilizations for odequate and free
child-care centers and schools (the raising of this theme
during the struggle of the teachers is the best example],
for medical centers and free, preventive medical care
{accidents and scondals around the social security sys=
tem have provoked maossive protests), agoinst the lack

of the most elementary infrastructure (lighting, water,
traffic Tights), for parks, and against partial and region-
al plans that benefit the speculators, destroy cultural
facilities, eliminate zones slated for public services,
and destroy the envirenment and the countryside (the
Mediterranaan Highway, for example; now there s a
plan to build a road through the coastal zone near Coto
de Dofana de Huelva).

All these struggles have interlaced with the struggles of
youth (for the establishment of cultural and sparts
centers ot stote expense, far the institution of perma-
nent polyvalent professional training, against unem-
ployment), women (for adequate social services, cen-
ters for sexual information and education, free contro-
ception on demand), the unemployed (for adequate
unemployment insurance, sliding scale of hours, pub-
lic works projects), retiress (against low persions and
far the establishment of adequate recreation centers).
These struggles hove also linked up with direct strupales
against repression (the amnesty compaign) and with the
fight against national oppression (for self-determina~
tion and autonomy status, for the spread of national or
“regional" longuages and cultures). In addition, teach-
ers, technicians; and othar "middle strata in process of
proletarionization” hove joined these struggles (con-
tributing their specialized "know=how" to the denunci-
ation of the official "urban policy”). The neighborhood
mobilizations have also converged with directly polit-
ical activities (creation of rank-and~file bodies against
the interclass blocs, open debate around the alterna-

tives upheld by various political currents) and are com-
ing to define alternatives counterposed to those of the
present municipal councils (the compaign for "democra-
tic" municipal councils).

The structure of this movement varies greatly according
to whether we are dealing with a "middle-clas” neigh-
borhood, o popular neighborhoad, or a "marginal” one
{that is, @ lumpen one). The structure also depends on
whether it is a mainly "residential" community or is di-
rectly linked to the factories in the area,

The most general features are as follows:

*In the most combative areas there is a combination
of various structures, some direcily representative of
the movement (tenants ossemblies and elected commit=
tees), others conducting permanent legal and paralegal
activity (tenant associations with commissions within
them, youth clubs, etc.), as well os bodies that include
the most radical layers of the vanguard ("far-left'
nelghborhood committees],

*In general, however, except in moments of strugale
or in places in which reformist influence and contral
are weak, the major organizational network of the move-
ment is provided by the tenant associations, and it is
within the commissions of these associations that the
"class-struggle" current is developing its werk,

*In the present political situation, we are beginning
to see a relative upturn in "democratic assemblies" and
similar bodies, as well as o tendency for the tenant as-
sociations to take positions on the local coordinating
bedies that support the interclass fronts in the country,
The constitution of these "democratic ossemblies” con
take various forms, from bureaucratic installation to
"moss" discussion stimulated by centrist groups that aim
at transforming these assemblies into points of support
for their tactic of cutflanking reformism,

*In backward neighborhoods, or in those in which
there is not much mass activity, there is nevertheless o
division between reformists (who are dedicated to pre=
paring the emergence of legal bodies) aond revolution-
aries (who in general hold up the neighborhood commis~
sions os alternatives, somefimes in @ secharian manner).

*In cities in which the moss movement is less odvanced
but in which the far left holds a strong position the sit-
wation can vary and the neighborhoed commissions can
ploy @ more central role, provided they do not coun-
terpose themselves to the utilization of legal possibili-
ties,

*Likewise, combined with the orgonization of speci-
fic sectors around the neighborhood commissions (wom=
an, youth, unemployed, feachers; eic.), there are
inter=neighborhood commissions that permit o relotively
independent dynamic of development and rodicaliza-
tion.

Whatever the form, the diversity of the existing bodies
expresses a growing coordination of distinct sectors ot
the neighborhood level and a eonseiousness of the need
to go beyond this; in other words, the need to oim ot

a "citywide" centrolization (both vertically and hori-
zontally) and at an allionce with the working class.[]



Spraialy amil Skomo during talks in S alishury

Contradictions
of Nationalism

: by C. GABRIEL

The situation in Zimbabwe makes 1t ane of the hottest
spats in Africa today. I NPRECOR has already published
a number of articles on this. In order that our readers
may more closely follow tha events in this country, we

af the Portu-

are furnishing here, as we did in the case
guese calonies before April 24, 1974, a brief run down
an the nationalist political forces. For the precise un=
folding of events up ta now, we refer our readers to

the previous articles of John Blair.”

Nationalism’s first steps

The plan for o Greates Rhodesio hod not been new, but
toward 1920, when fobulous copper resources were dis-
covered in what was then narthern Rhodesia (Zambia
today), the Rhodesian coloms found an unexpected gco-
nomic bote for o federation whase institutions would

*See especially "Repercussions of the Angalan Civil
War, * No.43, Februory 3, 1974,
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cap their right of outanomy from the colonial office

and guarontes thelr supremacy over the Africon mosset.
But jt was enly in 1953 that the Rhodesia-Myasaland
federation saw the light of day. (This federation included
the area that now corstitutes the states of Rhodesia,
called Zimbobwe by the Africans, Zombia, and Malawi,
formerly Myassaland.) Herold Macmillan, British Prime
Minisher from 1957 to 1962, declared that “the federa=
tion wasa good idea, but it foundered for wo recsons:
first, the wind of change that wos blowing in Africa

with unforesean force; second, the policy of Huggins
{who has since become Lord Malvern] and then of Welen-
sky who octed jn such a way that the Federation ap=
peared to the Africans asa symibal of white domination.”
(The End of the Doy, p. 329.) Thus, the "rational"
project of British imperialism and the Rhedesian coloms
quickly clashed with the nationalist movement, At the
and of the 1950 most of the Rhodesian political parties
ware "multiracial" in composition but obviously con-
trolled by whites.

Thus; Joshua Nkomo joined the United Federal party
{LUFP) of Godfrey Hugains, and Ndabaningi Sithole
iained the Centrol African party {CAP) of Garfield Todd.
This was a political expression of the hopes of o section
af the colonists that elements of the Africaon urban petty
bourgeoisie ond intelligentsio could be integrated into

the white order as “egual" servants. This set the Rhode=

sian sitvation off from those prevailing elsewhere in
region, notably in Angola and South Africa, a foct
that was not without consequences for the palitical ta-

iectory of some indigenous politicions,

Mevertheless, some political figures, |ike Edison Sithole
and Dunduzo Chisiza, chose a genuinely nationalist
road with the creation of the Youth League. In 1957
these men, along with one Robert Chikerema, the presi-
dent of the Capricorn Society, which was a "mul tira-
cial™ creation of pro=British liberalism, organized o
boycott of the buses in Salisbury to protest against a
fare increase, The boycott was o success, and the Youth
Leogue began to grow rapidly, but the hand of white
liberalism, Anglicanism, ond Fabianism wos already

on its helm.

Oin thie basis they sought to unify the black movement
through o general conference. Un September 12, 1737,
the date of the "national” holiday of the whites, this
canference was held and gove rise to the African MNa-
tional Congress (AMNC), with J. Momo as president
and George Myandoro, a frade unionist, as secrefary.
There was nothing revelutionary about the program of
this ANC, It proclaimed itself in favor of palitical
aqual ity and odvocated following legal channels. In
1960 the ANC adopted the rame National Democratic
party (NDP). While in northern Rhodesi® and MNyassa-
lard the nationalists challenged the federal framework
in order to obiain thelr independence, in southern Rho-
desia the men of the NDP instead acted within the con=
titutional framework and advanced the slogan "one
man, one vote, " seeking the suppor! of "democratic
Great Britain.”




The 1953 provisional constitution of the "Rhodesian
Federotion" expired in 1960, On December 5 of that
year a round table conference was held at Lancaster
House with the participation of British representatives,
Mkomao (from southern Rhodesia), Banda (Myossaland),
and Kenneth Kaunda {northern Rhodesia), By December
12 the conference hod reached an impasse, the Africans
slamming the door in face of the intransigence of the
Rhodesian colons and the old British-imposed pattern

of racial discrimination,

From that paint on, Banda and Koundo negotiated sep=
arately for independence for Myassaland and northern
Rhodesia (Zambia), while in the cose of southern Rho-
desia the British government concocted a new constitu-
tion. The Africans were granted fifieen seafs in o sixty=
five=member parliament. (The block population repre-
sents P4% of the total.) The naticnalists rejected this,
They called for a boycott of parliament and organized
their own referendum. But in o referendum held in July
198] the whites, 77 percent of whom participated, ap-
proved the new project by a vaote of 41,919 to 21 8485,
The British government recognized the results of the
official referendum and declared the new constitution
in effect as of December &, 1961, This was the British=-
made color-bar comstitution that was to become the
constitutional basis of the Smith regime.

Defeated in the institutional framework in which they
hod placed too much trust, the Africans saw the Rhode=
sion Front, o far=right party, come to power. Allegedly
enlightened imperialist observers believed MNkomo hod
made a mistake boyeotting parliament, for they saw oc-
ceptance of the 1981 constitution os allewing fora
stage in the democratization of Rhodesia, an alterna-
tive to definitively dividing the twe communities, It

is nonetheless obvious that such a constifution in no
way represented a "stoge of democratization, " but
rather set up an institutional impasse that was in fact
aimed at getting the Africons to collaborate. Miomo's
"sin" was not an excess of radicalism; he chose to fight
exclusively on the level of "multiracialism" witheut
attecking the system thot wos to preside over the main=
terance of o state preserving both the property rights

of the whites and imperialist domination,

In the course of these years the Zimbabwean nationalist
movement was essentially urban, The leaders were mem-
bers of the urban petty bourgeoisie. On the bosis of
their social arigins they believed in formal demecracy,
international diplomocy, and institutional debate, Just
after Nkomo's rejection of the British draft constitution
of 1981, when street demonstrations broke out, the
peasant masses did not move. The so-called tribal chiefs
collabsrated with imperialism to save the countryside
from agitation.

The coming to power of the Rhodesian Front was to shar=
pen up the repressive arsenal of the colonists as the
white fist of British "democracy” in Rhodesia. They
were aided in this by the utter subservience of the tro-
ditional chiefs of the countryside to the British policy
of indirect rule, which had been worked out by Cecil
Rhodes, the Scottish peers who settied in Rhodesia,

the Anglicon church, and all the British parties.

But the collaborotion of the chiefs did not serve solely
to maintain order in the countryside. The point was also
to have these chiefs, along with the Rhodesian Front,
play along with "multirocial Rhodesian action." Thus,
in October 1964 the regime oroanized a five-doy=long
charode at the end of which 622 traditional chiefs
"showed the world" that they stood with Field and lan
Smith for the government and "independence." The
same Smith declared: "A referendum is impractical.
The Africons of the rural zones are most often illiterate.,
To ask them to approve of the idea of independence has
no meaning for them. Their chiefs; on the other hand,
who are in daily contoct with them, can perfectly well
exprass their opinions. To organize a referendum would
be to publicly question the chiefs' authority and raise
the protpect of troubles throughout the country,

In Deceamber 1952 Britain recognized MNyossaland's right
to leave the Rhodesion federation. On March 29, 1943,
the some recognition was granted northern Rhodesio.
On July 25, 1943, the British parliament put an end to
the federation. But this decision, while 1t permitied the
future states of Malowi and Zombio 1o accede to inde-
perdence, was nonetheless aleo the result of pressure
from the most troditional sectors of the Rhodesian white
colonists, the supporters of the Rhodesian Front, the
tobacen planters, and the "beef barons. " The direction
of this pressure was clearly toward total independence
for Rhodesia. On April 13, 19584, len Smith reploced
Field in the post of prime minister, On Movember 35,
1945, the Rhodesion govarnment, after o foke refaren-
dum, proclaimed independence.
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Wilson, who was then British prime minister, called for
sanctions, but explained that "in no case would there
be a resort fo force." This development was to provoke
violent demonstrations in Rhodesia. The repression was
menciless.

The age of illusions

The NDP of Nkomo had been outlowed by the British
regime [bafore Smith) on December 17, 195]. Immedi- -
ately after, the Zimbobwe Africon People's Unien
(ZAPU), led by the same Mkomo, was created, In De-
cember 1962, ofter the declaration of a state of emer=
gercy, ZAPLU was also bonned, 'but the organization
remained underground. "Thus, inspite of the chonges
in name ond context coused by government repression,
there has been a continuity in the national liberation
struggle and its leadership since 1957." (Interview of
G. MNyandoro of ZAPU taken in 1968 by Interview in
Depth, Canada,)

But in 1963 a split broke out in the leadership. A minor=
ity created the £imbabwe African MNational Union
(ZAMNL), led by the Reverend Sithale. On March 17,
1972, after years of mutual anathema, the two groups
agreed to establish a jeint political council and a uni=
fied military command. MNevertheless, the application
of this accord remained very delicate for several years.

In the meantime, on Octaber 1, 1971, James Chikerema,
the vice-president of ZAPU, and George Nyandaro,
ZAPU's general secretary, split from ZAPU and created
FROLIZI, the Front for the Liberation of £ imbabwe.

In December 1971 a legal organization emerged in
Salisbury. It re—odopted the name ANC and was led by
Bishop Muzorewn; it seems to have included some mili-
tants of both ZAPU and ZANU. In December 1974,
under the pressure of the regimes in the region, a con-
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ference was held in Lusaka, Zambia, which regrouped
the four organizotions = FROLIZ], ZAPU, ZANU, and
the ANC — under the heading of the ANC . Monethe-
less, several months later, the unified ANC split once
again, this time into on ANC=exterior led by Muzorewa
and Sithole and an ANC=interior led by Nkomo.,

This entire imbroglio in the history of the Zimbabwe
nationalist movement requires o precise social and po-
litical characterization of these groups ond leaderships.
The analysis of the differences as they have been pub-
licly expressed shows that there are no real strategic
disagreements {for exomple, over real and not merely
formal equality, the character of the state that should
be built), The conflicts center of the tactics fo follow
(relations with London, whether o legal organization
should be created, etc.). Mareover, the expression of
these differences varies a lot over time. Thus, in May
1988 George MNyandora (of ZAPL) was interviewed on
these questions and declared: "The imperialists, par-
ticularly the United States, became deeply involved
in the promotion of ZANU, This was evidenced by the
ZAMNU leoders themselves, who were offered sums of
money from the West if thay were successful . " (LSM
Information Center, Canada.)

But the Nyandoro-Chikerema group, which left ZAPU
in October 1971 to create the FROLIZI, was in turn
dencunced as froitorous, George Silundika of ZAPU
declared: "It was obvious that the British neocolonialists
were taking advantage of Chikerema's credulousness

in order to manipulate the party," (LSM, interview of
Movember 1972.)

In 1268 Nyandoro explained the ZANU split from ZAPL
by the foct that "these peaple” had previously been
part of "multiracial" groups, But this did not ot all pre-
vent Myandore from splitting from ZAPU along with
Chikerema, who hod bean a member of the "multiracial”
Caopricorn Society, behind which stood the imperialist
liberals and churches.




Obviously, the truth lies elsewhere. The successive
furns of the various factions are explained by the petty-
‘bourgeo’s social character of the leadership of the na-
tionalist movement and by their training by British 1ib-
erals, missionaries, and Fabions. In 1963 ZAPU accused
ZANU of being a rightist and opportunist movement;
but in 1975 it was Nkome, the leader of the ex-ZAPU,
who associoted himsalf with the worst bargaining with
the Smith regime, suffering the invectives of Sithole
and Muzorewa, Too often, nationalism in the British
colanies has bern the stamp of legalist and institution=-
alist fllusions bolstered by the cultural and political
effects of Beitish colonialism. This situation wos espe=
cially impsriant in Rhodesia since the regime being
fought is regarded as illegal in both international ard
British law. Thus, beyond the rodical and guerrillaist
professions of faith, the various groups have always
maintained, each in their own way according o the
period, o tender attroction for judicial battles, appeals
to Brioin and the United Nations, and s on, For many
years the term used by all the currenfs in charecterizing
the Salisbury regime hos been "rebel regime.” Rebel
against what? Against the British crown! Such behavior
has mode these leaderships extremely vulnerable to im-
perialist prassure; pressure from neocolonial African
stafes, and very often personality conflicts, careerism,
and bureaucratization of the external apporatuses.

The political incomsistency of these leoderships may be
wasily measured by a reading of several documents. For
example, in the issue of Zimbobwe Review, the organ
of the unified ANC, dated March-April 1973, that is,
o few waeks before the split into two factiom occurred,
we read: "Certain fgnorant or ill=intentioned people
aré expressing doubts {us among them — C.G.) about
the solidity of unity, for in their minds the idealogical
differences between ZAPU and ZANU, as well as among
the individugls who leod ZAPU, ZANU, and FROL4ZI,
are incompatible. Certain Zimbabweons, it is true,

are professional splitiers and have proclaimed themselwves
and themselves alone the liberatore of Zimbabwe, ., . .
With the exception of a few borrowed slogans, which
can be eliminated in one day, there is no fundamental
ideological difference batweaen ZAPL and ZANU. We
oll share the philosophy of scientific socialism." 5o
there they are, all "scientific sociolists, " all scram-
blirg for places at round tables with Vorster, Callaghan,
Kissinger, or Waldheim,

Already in January 1976 some militants of the ex-Z ANU
were being attocked, resulting in about 100 dedd in
Mozambique and fifty=three in Zamblo; one of the
leaders, Herbert Chipeto, was killed,

A specific context

The particular character of the regime being fought in-
fluences the palitical course of the nationalist leadear-
ships. In the Portuguese colonies the crudity of the forms
of white domination forced the PAIGC, MPLA, and
FRELIMO to commit themselves to armed resistance and
to seek a real base amaong the peasantry, which fostered
the rodicalizotion of these movements. The present lead-

arships in Rhodesia are definitively enmeshed into Afri-
can diplomacy, especially that of Zambia, Tonzania,
and Mozambiqua, A prolonged military erisis, if it fi-
nally comes fo that, would be much more tightly con-
trolled by the regimes in the region than was the case
with the Angolan struggle. These regimes, including
those of Mozambique and Tanzania, fear the jmplica-
tions of the uncontrolled development of shuggles in
Rhodesia, particularly because of the passible reactions
of South Africa, with which they are collaborating in
Vorster's so-called diglogue, resumed affer the South
African withdrawal from Angola in April 1974,

Although It ls difficult to make predictions on this point,
it is highly likely that o brood mobilization of the Zim=
babwean population would not take the same forms os
the Angolan meobilizationz, One difference in the twa
situations is that the Rhodesion colons, unlike the Por-
tuguese, themselves form an army and police. One of
the decisive questions in Rhodesia is the land question,
and particularly the prospect of recovering the best
land, which has been opproprioted by the colons, Sur-
prisingly enough, in this part of Africa it is perhaps in
the countryside that one must expect the national ap-
pamotuses to be outflonked. But more so than in tha
cities, this development will not be able ta occur in

@ beneficial manner unless it is taken in charge by o
homogeneous political leadership offering an anticapi=-
talist perspective, In the immediate future, the point
is to toke advantage of the embryoriic forms of radicall-
zation that are appearing in Salisbury &n the fringes of
the big negotiations. But the pericd opened by the An-
golan crisis requires an integrated canceptlion of the
building of revolutionary parties in the region. Imperi-
alism commands complex meant of integration in this
part of Africa, which intensifies the bankruptcy of the
perspectives odvanced by the ANC, both interior and
exterior. Finally, the reconstruction of a bourgesis
state in the Pecple's Republic of Angola just after the
liberation of the country underscores the gravity of the
strategic problems that must be resolved in order to pro-
vide a genuinely revolutionary cutcome for the national
struggle. That is why the building of an anticapitalist
vanguard organization in Zimbabwe will necessarily

be combined with similar processes, especiolly in Zam-
bia and South Africa,

April 1, 1976



VIETNAM:

by PIERRE ROUSSET

A new Maticnal Assembly For the enfire country wos
elected in Vietnam on April 25, 1976, thirty years
after the Farmation of the first Ho Chi Minh government
and the establishment of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnain, twenty years after the daote called for in the
Geneva accords, and at the cost of innumerable dead
and wourded, This ossembly is soon to odopt a consti-
tution. The April 25 elections morked o new stage in
the process of reunification that hos been under way
since the liberation of Saigon about o year ago. That

is. what wos emphasized by Nguyen Huu The, president
of the Mational Liberation Front, ina recent interview
granted to the journalist Patrice Da Beer: "Since April
30, 1975, reunification has been realized in many
demains. Insome cases, the army for axample, it waos
done immediotely. In others it tock time. |n the educa-
tional system, managed by the state in both zones of
the cauntry, the reunification of programs and orienta-
tions was effected ropidly. As for the status and organi-
zation of {edministrative) personnel, this could be done
only gradually . As far as the economy is concerned,
there are two sectors in the MNorth, shate and coopero-
tive, and five sectars in the South, shote, cooperative,
mixed, private enterprises, and individual enferprises.
The reunification will be more rapid in the branches
managed by the state." (Le Monde, May B, 1975.)

Comsidered os a stage in the reunification, the April 25
elections ald in an examination of the progress and pres-
ent problems of the Vietnamese revolution.

There Ts still no overall figure previding o precise esti=
mation of the existing relations among the various eco-
nomic sectors in southern Vietnam. A series of revolu-
tionary measurss were taken just after the selzure of
power (nationalization of enterprises abandoned by
their former owners, manopoly of the banking system,
control of foreign rade) and in September 1975 (fiscal
megsures ond the compaign against the "compradores™) .
{See INPRECOR, WNo.42, lonuory 22, 1976.) But the
obsence of o comprehensive sconomic plon, which was
then in preparation, and the urgency of reinitiating
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production were reflected in the diversity of situations
and the relative emplricism of decisions.

Ir agrieulture, the condition of the-ograriaon reform,
extended and deepened just after the liberation, varies
comsiderably according to region. In the zones that

hod been liberated previously the preconditions for o
valuntary transition to cooperatives were grodually os-
sembled. In the villages most recently liberated, no-
tably inhabited by Catholic refugees, the agrarian re-
form is only taking its first steps (distribution of land

to poor peasants and the farmation of "mutual aid
teams") . This is the case, for example, in the village
of Thai Lag, where the former parliamentary deputy,

o landed proprietor, took flight. (See Courrier du Viet-
nam, MNo.44.) State farms ore to be established in the
large-scale plantations and in the '
zones. " These latter zones are those that suffered most
from the war, They were razed, and their soil has be-
come difficult o cultivate because of the extensive
use of defoliants. (The United States army wsed 71 mil-
lion liters of defoliants opgainst the liberated zones of
southern Vietnam, o territory as large as northern lre-

'new economic

land1) These "mew econcmic zopes" have been com-
pletely overhouled, with the oid of unemployed citi-
zans, In one of them, located in the provinee of Cu

Chi in the old "iron triangle” of the resistance, near
Saigan, eoch citizen recelves o straw hut, 1,000 square
meters of land, a rice allocation for an indefinite pa-
riod, and financial aid. In the future, these new farm-
ers will become workers in state farms in a rubber plan=
tatton. They will continue te work their land os individ=-
val plots, (P, De Beer, Le Mande, May 14, 1976.)

In industry, the extreme dependence of the old produc-
tive apparatus on imperialist supplies (raw materials,
spare parls, energy) continues to slow down tha eco-
nomic upturn. While the bulk of the snterprises seam
to have undertaken production again, on the eve of the
April 25 elections they were producing ot only 50-40
percent of copocity as a whole. Exhaustion of stocks
is.0 consfont threat, The objective is to reconvert the
sources of supply by toking odventage of national re-
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sources; but this can be carried out only in the medium
term. The handicrafts sector continues fo produce o
great part of industrial goods, and the private capitalist
sacfor accounts for perhaps 30 percent of production.
The state sector remains weak, but already controls sup-
plies and trads channels and sets down the orientation
of production, For Nguyen Huu Tho, “the development
(of the state sector], which will play a leoding role in
the two zones, will aid in regularizing activities and

in the development of ather sectors in the South, fully
utilizing their pasitive aspects, while limiting their
negative ones with a view toward orienting their activ=
Tties in conformity with the national plan.” (Le Monde,
May 8, 1976.) Likewise, Hoc Tap, the party's theo-
retical review, has written that “in the immediote pe-
riod aheod, we must utilize, guide, encourage, and
aid the private economic network in order to develop
production and the enterprises in the general interest

. . . because the socialist elements are still very weak,'

{Le Monde, May 15, 1974.)

The social measures

Progressive socialization of the economy and relaunch-
ing of production through an MNEP-type policy require
the odherence of the workers. This is alss true in agri=
culture, in regard to which MNguyen Huu Tho hes noted
that "we are not yet engaging in agrarian collectiviza-
tion in the South. What is necessary is that the peas-
ants see this as being in their own interest ond In that
af the state.” 1t is therefore necessany for the improve-
ment in the living conditions of the population to be
constant, despite the enormous difficulties foced by
the new regime.

In the countryside the end of the war and the collopse
of the puppet forces had immediate consequences: end
of usury and high rent, distribution of land, peace ond
the end of the bombing, reestablishment of the market.
Even though the work remains difficult {especially be-
cause of the lack of mechanization) and life is austere,
the endemic poverty and permanen! danger have come
to an end, In industry a few examples may be cited to
indicate the rood that has been traveled. In the Hai
Vuong refrigerator company, managead by the PRG, a
medical center has been installed, two months mater=
pity leave has been introduced (90 percent of the work~-
ars are women), and a free canteen has been organized.
ln addition, there are free complementary educational
courses, and the hourly wage system has been abolished
in favor of o general monthly salary, which has allowed
working hours to be reduced. {Bulletin d'Information

du GRP, No.4%.) In the Cotylen factory, which manu=
factures synthetic textiles and is also under the control
of the PRG, wages are no longer paid by the hour, but
by the day (one dong per day, or about Uss. &0, The
workers get ane free meol per day and are given cou=
pors for the purchase of ¥ kilograms (about twenty
pounds) of rice at controlled prices. Health insuronce
now exists, but monthly salaries are rare ond o worker
may be fired after three reprimands. (The proletariat

in this factory is also composed of women, often Cath-

olics.) (P. De Beer, Le Monde, May 15, 1976.) In
the nationalized Vikyna foctory, which ossembles trac-
tars and produces water pumps, the wage scole ap-
proaches that of the North: The lowest salary is 40
dongs a month, the average {s 60, and the highest,

that of an engineer, is 180, The factory manager re=
ceives o salary of only 40 dongs @ maonth, but he gels
free rent, water, electricity, and food, and has an
automoblle and chauffeur. {Le Monde, May 15, 1976.)
In @ private paint company the wages of the workers
were increased 20 percent and the salaries of the boss
and the managers were reduced 350 percent. [Lib&ration,
May 4, 1976.)

It & this totality of economic and social measures that
has made it possible to hold general elections for reuni-
fication only one year after the victory of April 30,
1975, They also account for the complete political
hegemony that has been established throughout the
country by the Vietnamese Communist party (the Work=
ers party of Vietnam).

Reaction's low profile

The social and political situation is certainly not com=
pletely stabilized, Less than 500,000 inhabitants of
Saigon, most of them refugees, had returned to the
countryside as of the eve of the electiors, (This Is less
than the number hoped for by the VCP lsadership.) Un=
employment remains massive and the number of oppo=
nents of the regime is high. Saigen is being decongested
only very slowly, From this standpoint, the results of
the elections in the Saigon region — where Madame
Binh headed the list with 97 percent of the vote, 78
percent of the population having voted — do not ac=
curately reflect the present difficulties and sociopolit-
ical problems. The elections took the form of o plebi-
scite on the regime.

The pre-electoral campaign was intensive, and it op=
pears that the voter card is to become both the idantity
card and the supply card. This means that refusal to
vote, an act of pelitical oppasition, will ba recorded
on identity papers. The incentive to vole was therafore
great, which partially explains the rate of participa-
tion in the South (95 percent), Nevertheless, this would
mean that there are about 500,000 pecple who did not
go to the ballot boxes {overall figures have not yef been
published) .

The reactionary opposition was taken apart through the
arrest of persons linked to the Thieu regime. There are
probably more than 200, 000 people still in "re-educa-
tion comps™: officers, high functioneries, and politi=
cians and agents of the Thisu regime, half of wham
come from Saigon. But nearly a million others — rank-
and=Ffile soldiers and functionaries — were rolegsed
after saveral~day-long periods of “reeducation” orga=
nized in their living quarters, and the great majority
of them were gronted the right to vote. There seem to
have been no executions by the PRG, not even amang
the highest ranks of the puppet army. Finally, the of-

ficers ond functionaries now in the “reeducation camps”
o
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seem no worse off than the average among the popula-
tion. They toke political reeducation courses, work in
the fields or at handicrafts jobs, and are required to
carry out household tasks for peaple who had previously
boan their servants, (P, Da Beer, Le Monde, Moy 12,
1978.)

But all this is not encugh to explain the electoral pleb-
iscite on the regime. |t was alsa a reflection of the
depth of the American defeat and of the scope of the
victory of the revolutionary forces, The attitude of the
Catholic hierarchy, bath Morth and South, is signifi-
cant here. In 1954, just after the Genevao accords, the
hierarchy had engoged in o virulenf anticommunist cam-
paign that ended with the exodus of several hundred
thousand Cathelics from the North to the South, flee-
ing the Antichrist, After that peried, the Cathalic hier-
archy remained the bockbone of the puppet regime.
The hope of @ victory by the Christian West haos now
disappeared, The church in the Morth (with about
1,200,000 members) marked the event just after the
liberation of Saigon. For the First time, Monsignor
Khug, archbishep of Hanoi, paid an official visit to
the authorities, "for before," he said, "we were pot
sure that the Communists could win, MNow we are."”
(Hugues Tertrais, Le Monde Diplomatique, May 1975.)
In the South, several months after the liberation the
Catholic hierarchy has in its turn recognized the reve-
lutionary victory. Monsignor Binh, archbishop of Sai-
gan, has disavowed the action of small counterrevalu-
tionary groups and has published o personal pastoral
letter hailing reunification.

Although reaction preserves some means by which to
actand has not been completely disarmed, it declined
to make: the elections o test of strength by calling for

a boycott or a blank vote. But while high party offi-
cials were often elected with more than 90 percent of
the vote, Revarend Father Chan Tin, wheo had fled
south from the north, was the only one of the seven for=
mer members of the "third force” who ran in the elec-
tiors not to be elected. CF the fifteen women candi-
dates, six were elected,

The Communist party’s political monopoly

The April 25 election was a plebiscite in more thon one
respect. During the electoral compaign there waos no
debate on orientation as regords the poce of reunifica-
tion and sociolization, the confent of the coming con=
stitution, or the natura of the Communist party's rela-
tians with the masses. There were single |ists of candi-
dates, even though they contoined more names than
there were seals; they were presented on the motion of
rank=and=-file organizations by the MNLF and the Alli-
ance of Democratic Forces of the South. The candidates
did not have the right to carry on individual campaigns.
The members of the former third force in Saigon ran as
personalities and not as representatives of political or-
gonizations, The progrom on which the condidates were
elected waos extremely genaral: recognition of the hege-
mony of the VCP and opproval of the pracess of socialist

reunification of the country now under way, The discus-
sions on orientation remained the exclusive province
of the upper reaches of the party.

In Saigen, Madame Ngo Ba Than, o persanality of the
former third force, exploined the particularities of the
electoral decree-law in these terms: "What we consider
extremely original, os o demonstration of genuine de-
mocracy, is that the condidates in the elections must
be presented by the revolutionary mass organizations.
That is @ necessary guarantee, For under the present
conditions in southern Vietnam, the population, barely
liberated from the fascist regime of the American pup-
pets, Is still subject to the influences of the froudulent
elections of the past and needs fo be guided by the in-
termediary of this guorantes of the majority bloc.”
{Bulletin du GRP, Mo, 50.) It would be hard to find o
sharper expression of the party's substitutionist role in
regard to the masses!

The bureauncratic weight

We have seen the gravity of the problems posed by the
sociopolitical structure of Saigon, shaken by fifteen
years of the multiform Americon war (see INPRECOR,
No.42, January 22, 1976.) Unfortunately, however,
the problem is much more vost, Indeed, in the North,
where the workers state wos established rwenty years
ago, the form of power, the party's monopaly over the
political life of the country, does not differ very much
from what prevails in the South today. Here again, the
choices have been made by the upper reoches of the
party, the elections ratify the decisions that have been
mode, and the discussions among the rank and file are
aimed only at studying the application of these deci-
sions, In Hanoi the legislative elections had this pleb-
iscitory character: ‘99.82 parcent voted, and 99,76
percent of the votes cast went to Political Bureau mem-
ber Le Duan., In Saigon the VCP's monopoly over polit-
ical life is not challenged by the publication of inde-
pendent Cathelic journals such os the weekly Cang
Jige Ya Dan Toc and the monthly Dong Day.

This manopaly over national political |ife exercised by
the Vietnamese Communist party is combined with o
genuine taking in charge of local problems by the masses
and, very probably, with an advance in clos conscious-
ness in the cities of southern Vietnom since the libera-
tion. The "odministrative committees” hove not been
elected, but provisionally appointed (in reality by the
VCP). The compasition of the management committees

in the factories varies. In the Vikyno factory the com-
mittee includes the new director, two engineers, the
trade-union leader (normally elected by the member-
ship), and one assistant member, the secretary of the
party cell. In the Qué Hong foundry, compesed of an
association of several local copitalists and merchants,
the administrative committes includes: the former owners
of the associated workshops, the merchants wha own
stock, ond the workers, who are alsa stockhalders.

{Le Monde, May 15, 1976.) In general, however, ac-
cording fo the available testimony, the mass organiza-
tions have experienced o qualitative growth. In the
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workshop, the factery, and the villoge, problems of
production, of the organization of labor, and of living
corditions ore discussed collectively. The direct inter-
vention of the masses in the manogement of local affairs
has never been so great, even though it is lacking on
the national scale,

At battem, this paradoxical feature of the Vietnomese
revolution raflects the inexistence of o soviet system
of power, which enables the direct representation of
local moss committees up through the highest levels to
be assured and the discussions on the choices of orienta-
tion throughout the whole society to be centralized.
The nature of the April 25 elections, which assured
neither the direct representation of the committees nor
the confrontation of possible different programs for de-
velopment, thus reflect the existence of o bureaucrati-
cally deformed workers state in Vietnam.

It is within this gop between the mass mobilization and
the mediation of the party in power that the bureau-
cratic phenomena, nurtured by the economic poverty
of the country, have taken root, The scope of the bu-
requcratic weight comes through in the official state-
ments of Pham Van Dong, prime minister of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnom, for whom "bureaucratic,
red-tape, and outhoritarian phenomena ore constant
and sometimes serious at all levels in some of the state
sarvices, thus violating the rights of the people, who
are masters of the collectivity." (Le Monde, April 22,
1974.) "It is regretioble, " wrote the theoretical maga=
zine Hoc Tap, "that some codres and militants have
committed emrors . . . in the domain of respect for the
democratic rights of the masses." (Le Monde, May 2-
3, 1976.) The Saigon newspaper Giai Phong declared
in o caustic attack on those "who act |ike Mardarins":
“Mow that they are in power, they are beginning to

)

detach themselves from the people.” (Libération, May
4, 1976.)

A cermin malaise seems to-exist in the South between
the cadres coming out of the resistance and these com-
ing from the North, whe are aecustomed te advantages
and seniority benefits, In foct, the problem of the pay-
ment of codres and functionaries has still not been set-
tled, For this reason they do not yet receive salaries,
but instead an indemnity and subsidies. In the Morth
bureaucratic behavior seems to be crystallized ina
layer of intermediory cadres between a population that
is little prepared to accept them (and which makes them
the leading figure in clown shows) and a political lead-
ership concerned about their possible consequences,

not only politically but also in terms of the management
of the economy . In the Narth it was decided to consti-
tute a corps-of "popular inspectors” elected by the rank
and file, which would oversee production and would
have extensive powers of inquiry into buresucratic be-
havior. In the South, the apparatus is supposed to con-
trol itself, under the pressure of the mass organizotions.
In any event, the institutional problem is not posed.

The victory of April 30, 1975, and the depth of the
socioeconomic upheaval that has occurred since then
demonstrate the vigor of the Vietnomese revolution,

But the elections of April 25, 1976, confirm that these
victories have not been sufficient to modify the charoc-
ter of the political ond institutional relations established
between the party and the mosses. The guestion of so=
viets, of workers councils, is decisive at bottom, be=
cause only soviets can guarantee the direct participo-
tion of the masses in the leadership of the state, the
democratic confrontation of development orientations

in the fromewark of sociallsm, the control of cadres

and functionaries and the elimination of bureaucratic
phenomena, the elaberation of an economic plan that
takes precise account of the requirements of the popula=
tion, and the permanent raising of the class conscious=
ness of the workers,

This questicn was absent from the preparotory discussions
around the elections, The soviel conception of the state,
in fact, is too foreign to the orientation of the VCP,
the previous Tarms of mobilization of the population,
and the world context born of the Stalinist degeneration
of the USSR to be spontanecusly reborn in Vietnam to=
day. It can be imposed only on the basis of o new ex-
perience of the Vietnamese proletariat in the framewark
of the socialist industrialization of the country; this
may be aided by developments of the socialist revalu-
tion in West Europe ond Japan as well as by the politi=
cal revolution in the USSR and China, The saviet con-
ception of the state will thus be barn of o combination
of political and social conflicts and not of o simple od-
vance in the consciousness of the party apparatus o3 it
exists today . Indeed, the soviet conception of the

state is one of the unresolved guestions of the Vietna-
mase ravolution, one of the decisive stakes in the new
stage opened by the final victory over imperialism,

May 20, 1974
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For a Campaign
to Defend the

Popular Will

The fallewing stotement was issued April 5 by the Ligo
Operdria (Workers League) and the Partido Operdrie Co-
munista [Communist Waerkers party), two revelutionary
Marxist ergonizations in Brazil. The English text ap-
peared in the Moy 10 issue of Intercantinental Press,

After making a detailed anolysis of the national situe=
tion and the events leading up to the expulsion frem
parliament of MNadir Rosset], Amauri Muller, and Lisdn-
eas Maciel, three deputies from the Grupo Autentico
wing of the Movimento Democrdtico Brosileiro (MDB —
Brazilian Democratic Movement, the only permitted
opposition party), the Ligo Operdrio and the Partide
Operdrio Comunista, the Fourth International organiza-
tions in Brazil, decided to lssue o joint statemant to

the workers, students, and other sectors of the masses

In this country, and to international democratic public
opinion,

30

1. The recent expulsions from parliament of three dep-
uHes from the "Autentico" wing of the MDB fit into
the context of a cleor shift to the right by the bono-
partist Geisel government. This turn began in the first
three months of 1975, with the repression against work-
ers, students, trade-union leaders, and members and
leadars of the Brazilian Communist party.

These actions once-again reflect the vacillations, zig-
zags, and indecisiveness of the ruling closses, tha im-
perialists, the industrial and landowning big bourgeoi-
sie and their defenders, the military, over how best to
repress the workers and the Brazilian people, how to
keep the present dictatorial regime intoct and overcome
the economic crisis,

The monifestations of the economic crisis hitting the
country are-a fobulous external debt, continual deficits
in the balance of payments and the trode balance, the
resurgence of inflation, falling investments, unemploy-
ment, and o decline in the buying power of brood strato
of the population,

These expulsiors from parliament affect the mass move-
ment as a whale,
tors of the petty bourgeoisie, which in the Navember
15, 1974, elecrions saw the MDB os the only alterna-

tive to the military dictotorship and the only channel

and in particulor representative sec-

for expressing their discontent. These Impeachments
represent o counteroffensive by the most ulbrarightist
sectors of the government, which were momentarily
neutralized ofter the mobilizations that followed the
murder of the journalist Vledimir Herzog and the death
of the worker Manuel Fiel Filho in the dungeons of the
dictotorship.

These sectors sea repressing any erganized form of op-
position and smashing the mobilizations of the man
movement as the only way to maintain the present sys-
tem. 30, in the eves of the civilian ond military ultra-
right, any liberalization, even the "reloxation" plans
of Geisel ond his team, is synonymous with social chaos,
with unrest, and with a threat to their domination.

2, However, the rightist turn the government began in
February and March 1975 and made official in August
— when the dictator himself took on the job of making
it clear to those sectors that hod (llusions about the

' what distinct limits any pelitical liberal=
ization would have — also ran up against limitations
imposed by the situation.

"relaxation”

Unable to selve the most immediate problems of the
brood masses, to make any concessions even o the
purely economic demands of the mosses; incopable of
allowing the workers and the petty bourgecisie the
least room for representation in government or the
right to organize ond demonstrate; unabla to let parlia-
ment and the bourgeois parties function as anything bul
window dressing; unoble even to come up with effec=
tive and coherent salutions that could meet the demands
of the ruling classes themselves, which are in the arip
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of the sconomic crisis — the militory government stands
more ond more isolated, with scorcely any significant
suppart among the exploited sectors of society, in par-
ticular ameng the urban petty bourgecisie and the
workers.

Any attempt to deepen the repression and to develop
the regime in a fascist direction will run up against this
isolation and lack of support. It will run up against the
impossibility of mitigating the social contradictions

and of preventing the masses from more and more éx=
pressing their discontent. So, besides the economic
crisis, the possibility in the near future of popular ex-
plosions and mass demonstrations sparked by dissatisfoc-
tion with and oppesition 1o the diciatorial regime
will become another specter haunting the dictatership,
the Imperialists, and the big bourgeoisie.

3. The present economic and polifical impasse the rul-
ing closses have gotten themselves into bas an eminently
political solution. This will depend entirely on the ca-
pacity of the masses, the workers and their allies, to
wage a militant and organized struggle against the dic-
tatarship, to provide a focus for the popular discontent,
and to mobilize to block any plan for economic recov-
ery that the technocrats and capitolists may dream up
based on Increosing the rote of exploitation of the work-
ars and applying o "wage freeze. " The solution will
depend on the masses winning the right to organize in-
dependently of state tuteloge and on them winning
democratic freedoms to demonstrate and express them-
selves,

4, The country is still in the caynterravolutionary stage
that opened in 1954 and deepenad in 1967, This stage
hos been marked by severe repression aoainst workers,
peasants, students, and progressive intellectuals under
Institutional Agt No.5 and Decree-Law No.477, by
the imposition of the death penalty, and by the can-
cerous growth of militory and police repressive bodies.
This phase has also gone hand in hand with relative
sconomic growth and cohesion on the part of the ruling
closses.

However, the trend has Begun to turn in fover of the
exploited closses. Although still scattered and isclated,
the struggles of the working closs have begun e multi-
ply. The most common actions haove been strikes and
slowdowrs, and sobotage of factories and trains in pro-
test agninst starvation wages and miserable living and
working conditions. In the struggle against the bosses
and wnion bureaucrats, importont trade-union opposi=
tion movements are storting to develop in the country's
key centers,

On the other hand, the discontent of the middle layers
has been finding more and more ocutlets. One form of
expression was a massive antigovernment vote in the
parliomentary elections. Another is the reactivation of
the student movement. The struggles of this secter
against the dictatorship are achieving o greater natlanal

impact today. Another way discontent has been ex-
Wﬁ'h'ﬂn—'ﬁnﬂ by professional groups, as when

the journalists mobilized to protest the murder of Viodi-
mir Herzog and the imprisonment of a large number of
their colleagues.

Morsover, the small and middle business sectors that
for years fed to their fill on the crumbs of the "eco-
nemic miracle" are now hard pressed by the recession
and Find their survival threatened by the imperialists
and the big bourgeoisie. Although timidly, they are
beginning to experiment with protests through their as-
sociations and Institutions as well as through the MDB,

5. In this situation, the task of revolutionists, espe-
cially those who adhere to the Fourth International, is
to build, organize, encourage, and offer political ori=
entation to the embryonic struggles of the mass move-
ment. By helping the workan, students, and peasonts
create their own independent bodies, by helping fo
strengthen and comsolidate militant leaderships in all
the mass organizations, revolutionistswill be fulfilling
their vanguard role, At the same time, they will be
laying the bases for building the revolutionary party

of the woerking closs in Brazil,

It is porticularly important in this process for the revo-
lutionary vanguard to be able to give a focus to all the
popular discontent by combining even the most pursly
economic struggles of the masses with the fight for dem=
ocratic freedoms, This means mobilizing the workers,
students, peasants, and intellectuals in strugale fo
wrest from the dictatarship the freedom to organize,
freedom of expression, and freedom to demonstrote,
freedom Yo set up their own political parties ond inde=
pendent trode unions. These strupgles for democratic
frasdoms must not, however, be conducted or seen as
reformist or libera! sentimental appeals for humanizing
the regime of generols ond bosses. They must be indi-
solubly bound up with overthrowing the military dick-
torship, with the struggle to create embryonic orgom
of workers and people's power and to imstall o wordces
and peosonts government in Brazil. Revelutionists mest
link the democratic demands of the exploited momes
with slogans that con mobilize them in o process leac-
ing uninterruptedly toward socialism.

&. However, all revolutionary action sioris from e
concrete demands of the class struggle. Asc Se con-
crete demand at the momenit is, starting froes = clesr
analysis of what the MDB represents, o woge = mo-
tional struggle in defense of populer scversionsy .

The new expulsions of deputies from podlicseer — Frue
in the last three months olone — once cgeie merk e
fallure of the official opposition porty = comsinuse o
alternative to the military regime. Tois fen ol belped
ta destroy the illusions of all thoss wie mw Se MDE
as 0 chonnel through which o peogie™s gty couls be
built, those who believed thot i would e seesle o
reform it from the imside, to pof presmers om o oush
out its bourgeois leaders.

In the last parligmeniory shecions, e MD2 arirocted
fiftean million votes. As Fiss & lommedl oo = the only
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apparent alternative. It was a party through which the
discontent of broad layers of the population would be
exprassed,

However, following the precedenis set even before the
Movember 15 elections, the MDB's course was marked
by continual betrayals of the musses who hod placed
their hopes in it. At no time wos the MDB able or will-
ing to uphald consistently the banners of struggle that
it raised in the elactoral compaign. Its course consisted
of comstant and continual capitulations to the govern-
ment, to "moderation,” to conciliationism, to collab-
oration with the military government, as well as of sup-
pression of the more militant voices that spoke out in-
side the party.

In these five recent cases in which deputies hove been
deprived of their seats, the bourgeois leadership of the
MDB showed by its inertia, its false prudence, and its
accommodationism how determined it is to get the mili-
tary government's seal of approval as an acceptable
party, one that does not challenge the "revolution, "
that is, in foct, a party of the "revolution, " as Its lead-
ers never tire of proclaiming.

Since the MDB leadership wants to isolate ifs rodicals,
that s, the most active members in il workers and
women's sections, In the Juventude Democrdtica (Dem-
ocratic Youth, the MDB youth organization), ond in
the parlioment itself, these leaders were relieved at
seeing some of their most combative deputies removed
by impeachment,

7. ln view of this, the Partido Operéric Comunisto
and the Liga Operdria issue on appeal to the militant
forces working today in the MDB, to the party youth,
its warkers, women, and intellectuals, to make o clean
break from this bourgeois porty. We call on tham to
withdraw the support on which this conciliationist and
traitor lendership boses Ttsalf. We coll on them fo unite
with all those forces on the side of the people that are
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committed to an independent struggle by the workers
and their allies, to winning a revelutionary struggle
for democratic freedoms,

Canfronted with the farce of the bourgenis parliament
and the caricature of elections the bourgeoisie allows,
we must be clear about the need to overthrow the dic-
tatorship and all ifs repressive legislation. Likewise,
we have to have a clear understanding of the importance
of a revelutionary strugale for @ constituent assembly
to which the Brazilian people, the workers, peasants,
students, and intellectuals could freely elect their po-
litical representatives in o vote where they would have
all the conditions for a free choice ond where their
real parties could participate,

8. So, since we see these impeachments os part of o
brooder process of the regime moving to the right and
of deepening exploitation and repression of the work=
ing mosses, and since we understand the need te link
up struggles in defense of living standords and working
conditions with the more general struggles of society,
the Ligo Operdria and the Portide Operdrie Comunista
call on the other organizations that speak in the name
of the workers and on the militant forces in the MDB
ta organize a national campaign to defend pogular sov=
erejgnty. We call on them to organize o campaign for
the repeal of Imstitutional Act MNo.5, for the legaliza-
tion of all workers and people's parties, and for free
and direct elections.

9. Finally, the Liga Operfirio and the Partido Operdrio
Comunista call on our sister parties in the Fourth |nter-
raticnal, particularly the Ligue Communiste Révalu-
tignnaire in Fronce and the International Marxist Group
in England, as wall as the other warking class parties,
uniens, and union federations there, to show ocfive
solidarity with the Brozilian workers ond people during
the upcoming visit of the dictator Ernesto Geisel o
thess couniries,

By dencuncing the superexplaitation of the Brozilian
workers, the lack of the most elementary democratic
freedoms for the broad masses, the torture and murder

of hundreds of revelutionists and democrats in the jails
of the dictatorship, by moking France and England too
hot for the dictator, the workers in these countries can
make o decisive contribution to wearing out and isolaf-
ing the dictotorship; along with showing real proletarian
infernationalism.

Down with the impeachments, Institutiopal Act MNo. 5,
and all the repressive legislation!

Independant orgonization and freedom to demonstrate
for the workers, students, peosants, and infellectuals!

Overthrow of the military dictatorship, legalization of
all the workers and people's parties, genuinely free,
direct elections!

For the calling of a Revolutionary Constituent Assemblyl

International solidarity with the Brozilian workers and

peaple!
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