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On May 24 and 25 Greece sxperienced its first general
strike since the fall of the milllary dictatorship and the
resstablishment of parliomentary rule under the leader-
ship of Constantine Caramanlis, The strike call had been
issued to mobilize the working mosses agalnst a bill
placed before the Mational Assembly by the Caramanlic
government. The bill was aimed at o de focto suppres-
sion of the right to strike through the imposition of vari-
restrictive measures, the most important of which
reguire that ten days' warning be given befare any strike,
outlow strike pickets, ban political strikes (it is the
Ministry of Employment that will decide whether or not
o sirike Is political), and grant the government the right

oS

to-draft sirikers,

Lascoris, the minister of lobor, presented tha bill, claim-
ing that uncontrolled strikes were domaging democracy
and that if democracy were to disappear, "a very long
fascist night would descend on Greece." For his part,
Minister of Economic Coordination Paligoures occused
the opposition of “carrying legislative powers out onio
the streets, " The deputies of the two Communist parties
walked out of the Assembly, leaving the representatives
of the EDA [Democratic Left) and the Center party the

task of voting ogainst the government kill . *

Called af the last minute for the day on which the ¢
low was to be discussed in the MNational Assembly prios
to being voted on the following day, the st
able te prevent the vote. MNonetheless, the strike did

mark an extremely important milestone in the develop-

ment of the Erk?l':"r. workers movament, |'.(.|T|‘- in ferms -:--"
the mobilization and abave all in terms of the combat-

ivity it revealed,

® rharghng inis demansirsiors

nist party-sxterior is the pro=Moscow CP.

nation "exterior” derives from the foct that the

Medmeird rist pa
lemdership was culside CGreece during the period of the

dictatarship. The Communist party=interior split fron

CP-exterior during the period of the dichatorship on the
basis of positions close to those of the |talian Communist
| pariy. The denomination "interior” wos odopied becouse
he |eadership opposed "orders” coming from the outside.
Its base in the working class is much inferior to that of
the CP-exterior; its internal regime s more liberml,
ml IS Tha PASCK (Pan-Hellenic Socinlist Movement) s o cen-
trist orgonization of a Social Democraric type founded

and led by Andreas Papandrecu., The EDA (Hellanic
Democratic Left] is a Social Democratic party that served
as the cover for the Communist party (banned $ince

civil war] before the military coup of Apcil 1957, The

Center party, led by George Papandresu, was the major
bourgeois party of limited reformist tendencies before
@ the military coup. It g minority todoy. Some of its

major representatives have moved to the right and en-
tered Caromanlis's New Demaocratic party; others have
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This combativity was manifested very suddenly on May
25. On that day several thousand construction workers
leaving a strike meeting disregarded their leadership's
arders to disperse and marched to the Ministry of Emplay-
ment and then toward the National Assembly. They were
halted en route by a police barricade. Police, backed
up by antiriot tanks, charged the workers, clubbing
them and lounching tear-gas grenades, Broken up into
small groups, the construction workers were soon joined
by other young workers and students. Far twelve hours
they confronted the police, erecting hasty barricades

of their own, attacking tanks with paving stones, and
some times “ighting hand-te-hand against the police.
They asserted their refusal to allow the forces of repres-
sion to take command of the streefs, their refusal to bow
their heads and Flee in foce of the deployment of state
viclence.

The official balance-sheet was this: one cld woman
killed by a police tank (a begger, according fo the
radia !}, mare than 160 wounded, and more than 130
arrested, thirty-seven of whom were remanded to Athens
city courts on charges of "refusing to abey the orders

o' the authorities and disrupting public peace,” On
June 4 rwelve of the thirty-seven charged were sen-
tenced to two yeam in prison. |t Is fo be noted that some
of them, members of the Communist parties ar of Maooist
groups, have yet to receive any support whatsoever from
their organizations.

The explosion was not limited to Athens. The events
that transpired on the island of Rhodes on May 25 give
an even better idea of the mobilization in the country.
For thirteen hours more than 2,000 demonstrators con-
fronted the antiriot forces of the gendarmerie on the
quays of the port, protesting against the anchoring of
an American aircraft carrier and destroyer (6,000 men
on the two ships) . The government immediately declared
that the two ships would 1ift anchor the follawing day
and that the crews would not disembark, The demon-
strators set Fire o the basement of the building housing
the leaders of the gendarmerie and overturned the car
of the bishop of Rhodes, who had come to pay o wisit
to the commander of the aireraft carrier.

The reformist parties

The Caramanlis government accused the reformist pariies
(that s, the CP-exterior, CP-interior, and the PASOK)
of having instigated these events. On May 26 the pro-
government daily Acropolis accused the opposition par=
ties of having created "an atmosphere propitious to these
bloedy confronfations.” An official government commu-
niqué issued on May 25 stressed that "the respansibility
lies with the political parties that called the strike
against a bill which the government was duty bound to
support.” This communiqué concluded by announcing
that the government had resolved to impose law and or-
der. The government issued a warning to the PASOK and
the CPs, which were ollegedly "playing o double game,
in parliament and in the streels.”
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Since it is well known that this is not atall the case,

it ie claar that the government's aim was to campel these
parties to disavow the workers vanguard that manifested
itself on May 25,

Ard the reformists did nor disappaint the govemnment.

in their haste to prove their innocence, they went so

far as to become informers. Rizospastis, the daily of the
CP-exterior, reported on May 28 that a cadre of the
party had called the police on May 25 to report that
150 demaonstrators were outside the party headquarters
and that, according to this cadre, they pught to ba ar-
rested. The orticle expressed indignation at the failure
of the police to arrive. For the CP-exterior, this con=-
stituted the proof that the clashes of May 25 were the
work of "extremists and police provocateurs.” The front
page of the May 26 Rizospastis carried heod|ines about
“obscure forces of disorder, " reducing the confrontations,
which had o clear and obvious class choracter, to simple
police manipulations,

How could such a situation bave arisen after two years
of a political situotion under the control of o govern=
meant whose chief, Caramanlis, had been greeted ot o
liberator, whose party hod received 54 percent of the
vote in the legislative elections?

July 1974: fall of the junta




Ever since it establishment just after the fall of the dic-
tatorship, the Caramanlis govermment has taken odvan-
tage of its image among the masses. Coming to power
after the dictaterial junta, which had relied exclusively
on police violence, the new government put itself for-
ward as representing the reintroduction of democracy,
and it was able to fully utilize the democratic trickery
it set up. The massacre that had followed the uprising

at the Polytechnic Institute in Athens in November 1973
had been one of the police masterpieces of the pelicy

of the military junta, After that massacre, Caromanlis
was able to toke up the torch with great chance of suc-
cess, He was focing on extremely disorganized working
class, The vonguard that had expressed itself on the oc-
cosion of the uprising at the Polytechnic Institute hod
been either decimated by the blows of repression or ab-
sorbed by the reformist parties (a result of the political
weakness of that vanguard) . What remained of the van-
guard was isclated, lacking organic links with the masses
and without reots in the workers movement.

The political capifal accumulated by the Greek bour-
geoisie through the transition from the dictatorial regime
to Caramanlis's democrocy went hand in hand with an
imparfant tactical concession to the workers movement:
recognition of its political existence through granting
authorization to the workers political parties. This was

a radical political change from the whole postwar period,
and It was seen as such throughout the country, For the
first time since the end of the civil war that had followed
the second world war, the workers parties were granted
the right to exist legally.

Taking occount of the very weok level of political de-
velopment of the workers movement, the bourgeoisie
counted on being able to use the reformist parties for a
rather long period as factors of stabilization, the aim
being to curb any radicallzation or rise of the work ing
closs. The CP-exterior, CP-interior, and PASOK acted
in the manner hoped for by the leaders of the bourgeoi-
sie, But their joint efforls were not sufficient to prevent
the rise of o powerful movement for trode-union demands,
The overtaking of these parties by the mobilization of
the masses comes at a time when Caramanlis Finds him-
self without reserves in foce of the demands of the work-
ers, givan the very strong inflation that has racked the
economy since 1973-74,

End of the postdictatorship period

In order to prevent the development of the worken move-
ment, Caramanlis used the tricks of the perfect appren-
tice Bonaparte: blackmail during the elections under

the slogan “"Caramanlis or the tanks”; appeal for na-
tional unity against the so-colled Turkish danger; pan-
dering to national ist sentiment with his fravdulent
"threats" to quit NATO.

The period of "notional unity” — in other words, the
temporary consensus assembled arcund Caramanlis —
cama to an end in 1975, During this period the prevail-
ing conditions of legality had permitted the development

July 1974 returning exiles

of same struggles, the circulation of ideas, the cpening
of discussion, and political propaganda by all the cur-
rents of the left and far left. When the effects of the
international economic crisis hit Greece, the bourgeoi-
sie undertook to make the working class bear the cosk
by reducing living standards with the aim of making
Graek products more competitive on the world market;
the perspective was to enter the Common Market .

To directly control the workers movement, the Caraman=
lis government estoblished o state trode union sysfem
through a national union federation whose functioning
was contralled and leoders appointed by the govermment.
But this instrument of Greek capitalism proved ineffec-
tive precisely in the sort of situation it had been designed
to prevent or curb, Ploced before the reality of the grow-
ing rise of the workers movement, the government re-
sorted to an escolation of repression in an attempt ta

eut the mobilization short and preserve the benefits that
had been inherited from the dictatership. This bourgeoi-
sie, which had governed through the use of force vir-
tually uninterrupted|y since the war, rediscovered jfs

ald reflexes against the working class,

The most advanced mobilizations and exemplary strikes
were systematically attacked by the regime in crder fo
prevent them from spreading within the working closs.
Selective blows against the most odvonced actions were
combined with generalized repressive operations (on
April 21 and July 23, 1975, ard now on May 25, 1974).
Blackmail, threats to return to dictatorship, became
more concrete in the eyes of the masses, for whom yes-
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terday’s tanks have become today’s antiriet tanks. The
old torturers reemerged in the form of repressive forces
identical to those bodies that have emerged threughout
capitalist Europe in recent years. There is no longer any
doubt that the policy of the Caramanlis government hax
failed.

The rise of the movement for trade=unian demands ean-
tinued, It war marked by very tough and prolonged strug-
gles and also by its extension to all the exploited layers,
from the steel workers to the teachers in the private
schools, from the factory workers of the Pitsos and lsala
appliance plants to the bank employees, from the Olym-
pic Airways employees to the typesetters. The general
strike of May 25-25 marks a qualitative turn n the
workers movement,

Even though the slogan of a general strike had not been
raised, even though this strike was not colled on a cen-
tralized bosis but rather thraugh separately lsswed calls
by Individual unions, even though the reformists clearly
acted to limit the scope of the strike by having the unions
under their contral vote for the principle of twenty-four-
hour work stoppages on either May 24 or May 25, the
very massive strike nevertheless offered the weorkers them-
selves a demenstration of their own strength and bacome
the clearest experience in class unity. The strike also
dealt o severs blow to state trode unianism, which was
bypassed and contested from all sides by o movement
whose cry wos "State out of the unions! "

Emergence of a vanguard

Incapable of containing the rise of the workers, the pal-
icy pursued by the Caramanlis government was also jn-
capable of preventing the rebirth and development of
the vanguard. This vanguard hod received a rude blow

-]

with the massacres at the Polytechnic in November 1973,
That was when it had appeared for the first time. Its first
independent mobilizations since those events occurred
with the demonstration last May 4 called by the whole
far left to protest against the death of Sideris Isidoropoulos,
a 17-year-old high-schoo! student and member of the
group Militant Communist Organization, who was killed
on the eve of May 1. Isidoropoulos had been chased by
the police while pasting up May Day posters; he wos run
down by a car and killed. On May 4 some 30,000 pea-
ple assembled in front of the Polytechnic Institute and
decided to march on the Nationgl Assembly, in spite of

a police ban, On two occasions police backed up by

light tanks and Fire hoses barred the route of march, and
on both occosions they turned tail and withdrew in foce
of the determination and combativity of the demonstrators,
Proof was given that the heritage of what happened at

the Polytechnic in November 1973 hod not been lest,

that the vanguard existed and wos fighting and advancing
on the read openad up by the Greek November,

The demonstration was transformed from o protest against
the murderous blows of the bourgeois state into an anti-
govarnment demonstration whose central slogan was

"The Polytechnic was enly a start, soon it will be Cara-
manlis's turn!" (ofter the colonels). Some may have be-
lieved or hoped that this reemergence of the vanguard
was simply the product of exceptional circumsiances:
the emation caused by the death of Sideris Isidoropoulos
and the burial the following day of parliomentary deputy
Panagoulis, who died under conditions that remain ab-
scure. But such people were to be disappointed, for on
May 24 this same vanguard, refusing to disperse after
the meeting of strikers, vialating the orders of the re-
formist leaderships, marched to the Ministry of Employ-
ment, victariously Imposing its will on g govemment
that had trumpeted with all the media at Ji disposal that
no demonstration would be tolerated ofter the strikers’
meeting. And the pext day, it was this same vanguard
that arswered the deployment of police viclence with

its own spantaneous self-defense. The population of
Athens supported the demonstrators on May 25, The wvan=
guard is not isolated from the masses, In the days that
followed, all the newspapers, from those of the far right
to thase of the CPs, waged a hysterical campaign against
"uncontrolled violence,” But this lying campaign of
denunciation of "provocations” did not receive the hoped
for resporse among the working class,

Since the workers disregarded the so-called dangers
threatening the nation and since the effects of the pro=
lenged weakening of the working class under the dicta-
torehip were elearly eroding at an accelerated pace,

the bourgeoisie decided to deal a head-on blow to the
warkers movement. The ridiculously low increases of

10 percent for the lowest wage categories at a time when
inflation is running at more than 20 percent o yeor and
the passage of the antistrike law constitute open provo-
cations to the workers. Since the reformist parties have
proven incapoble of containing the rise of struggles, the
bourgeoisie is establishing the legal framework through
which to assemble the means for o direct canfrontation
with the workers movement,



For the working closs, May 24 and 25 were days of @
rapid and sharp accumulation of experiences. The work-
ars are reconstituting their political forces and anticap-
italist consciousness on a mass scale. The true noture

of the bourgeois~democratic state that succeeded the
police state of the colonels is being fully revealed. The
anti=working=class low against strikes will pose difficul-
ties for the development of struggles ond for the vap-
guard within the working class, but it will nat break

the ongolng rise of the workers, for future strikes now
threaten to take on the chamcter of clashes with the
repressive organs of the state. The restriction of legality
imposed on the working class by this new law will have
the effect of compelling tome or even all of the wark=
ers to go beyond Caramanlis's legality in order to wage
their struggles, The necessity of the workers' develop-
ing their own structures of self-organization and self-
defernse to wage and protect their struggles is thus posed
sharply and squarely.

The aim of the government is nat to return to the past
but to create an atmosphere of insecurity and permanent
fear omong the workers in order to paralyze thelr actioms
withou! necessarily reestablishing the atmosphere of ter-
ror that prevailed in the past.

The far left

In the new palitical context thus created, the impact
of the events of May 24-25 goes well beyond the present
political capacities of the vanguard. What was invelved
was a vielent confrontation between the working closs
and the Caramanlis government, but things will not re-
main at that level. The shock cantinued for several
days, thus testifying fo the strength of the mebilization.
The workers vanguard being born in these struggles has
not been broken. It has emerged out of the concentra-
tion of workers in the new industries established during
the dictatorship. It lacks traditions and is not subject

to the bureaucrocy of the unions controlled by the state
nor is it dominated by the bureoucracy of the unions
controlled by the Communist parties.

- il - - [
Aot police prepare o Aflack & construction workers' demonstration in Athens

Surprised or unable to understand what was going an,
some political groups went so far as o disovow the strug-
gles of May 25, This was the case with the Maoist or-
ganization EKKE (Greek Revolutionary Communist Move-
ment) . Others comsidered these confrontations a polit-
ical error, considering them justified only bacause of

the police repression and not because of their anticapi-
talist logic. Others were incopable of continuing the
struggle during the days that followed May 25,

Revolutlonary Marxist militants were alone in waging

a compaign against the arrests and against the police
terror of the government. For instance, the only meel-
ing responding o governrment repression, denouncing
the trials of the indicted militants, and denouncing the
campaign of the two Communist parties and PASDOK (the
campaign aimed at claiming that provocoteurs were re-
sporsible for May 25) waos held on May 31, sponsored
by some far left orgonizations which explained the mean-
ing of the confrantations, These organizations were the
Organization of Internationalist Communists of Greece
(section of the Fourth International), the Revolutionary
Communist Front, ond the Intemationalist Communist
Union, three Trotskyist organizations that have been
farmed during the past two years, Their public meeting,
which drew a great number of left and far left worker
militants (several hundred altogether) was held in spite
of the presence of police concentrations in the area.

For the past two weeks the bourgeois press has been wag=
ing a hysterical campaign against the Trotskyist com=
rades, The June 3 issue of Vradini, the newspaper of
Caramanlis's New Democratic party, gave front-page
coverage to @ statement by the minister of public arder
anncuncing that investigations would be continued and
extended to discover the instigators of the events and
that the recessary means would be brought to bear, It
was said that the three Trotskyist orgonizations that had
held tha May 31 meeting bore responsibility for the con-
frontdtions with the police. To round out the picture,
the newspaper also dencunced utban guerrillas. Further
down on this same front page, the Trotskyists were at-
tacked for "sawing disorder ogainst the new trode=union
law and for forgetting that Trosky hed fovored the in-
tegration of the trode unions Tnto the state in the USSR
in 1921," This is an Indication of the government's fear
of the sudden irruption of workers combativity and of
the inability of its "trode-union" system to keep the
working class in check.

But it remains the cose that this lack of elementory or-
ganization of the working closs in foce of the comse-
guences of the world economic erisis, due to the delays
accumulated under the dictatorship while the industrial
proletariot was becoming concentrated ond thereby trans-
formed, must be overcome as quickly as possible, The
social and political specific weight of this working closs
must Find its own class expression both economically and
politically. That is the most immediate task of revelu-
tioraries in Greece,

June 4, 1974



WORLD REVOLUTION

by Ernest Mandel




The time has come ta try to assemble into a coherent
framework the Fourth International's analysis of the im=
portant changes that have occurred in the world situa-
tion during the past eight years. The present theses rep-
resent an attempt in this direction. We have deliberately
|left aside all toctical and organizational problems and
even all economic analysis in order to concentrate an
what is essential in the process of world revolution at
this stage.

There have been several previous attempts at such o
-global analysis on the part of the Fourth International .
At the Third World Congress in 1951 important steps for-
ward were made in understanding the specific forms
taken by the colonial revelution under the impact of
the combination of the crisis of imperialism and the cri-
sis of Stalinism. At the same time, the analysis of the
Third World Congress wos marred by the incorrect pro-
jection of the "war-revolution" concept on o world
scale. (This concept has turned cut to have only limited
application, in some exceptional cases of victerious
revalutions in semicolonial countries.)

The theses on the "Dynamics of World Reveolution Today, "
odopted by the Reunification Congress of the Fourth In-
ternational in 1943, integrated what remained valid in
the 1951 analysis with o more balanced view of the jn-
terrelaticnships among the socialist revolution in the
imperialist countries, the colonial revalution, and the
palitical revalution in the bureaucratized workers stotes,
However, while this resolution comrectly predicted the
coming upsurge of the Western proletariat, it could not
anticipate all the stiriking features of the rising socialjst
revolution in capitalist Europe that have asserted them=
selves since May 1968 in France, the “creeping May"

in Italy in 1959, and the upsurge of the Portuguese and
Spanish revolutions since then,

An initial attempt at o new synthesis was made by the
theses of the Ninth World Congress in 1969, "The New
Rise of Warld Revelution, " and by this author's report
to the congress on the theses. (See Quatrigme Interna-
ticnale, May 1949, for the text of the theses and re-
port.) The present theses represent an extension of this
initial attempt. In them, we have tried to incorporate
the lessons of the latest developments in the semicolo-
nial countries and the bureaucratized workers states.,

@ The basic feature of the world socialist revelution
is ifs proletarian and comscious character, the first char-
acteristic being the objective precondition of the second,
the second being the subjective expression of the first.
The socialist revalution and the building of socialism
constitute the first phase of world history that cannot be
reached purely by the oction of objective forces but in=
steod requires o conscious effort by the toiling masses.
The proletariat is the only social closs that, through irs
social conditions, is copable of creating a planned econ-
omy and emancipated society, o "ociety of associoted
producers, " as Marx put it. Mo socialist, that is closs-
less, society will emerge without the proletariat's con-
scious participation in and leadership of the process lead-
ing to it. While the uneven development of proletarion

closs consciousness is the foundation stone of the Lenin-
ist theory of the porty, the necessity of a rising level of
class conseiousness an the part of the entire class in
arder to achieve a victorious proletarian revolution and
the building of a socialist society is the foundation sfone
af the Marxist-Leninist theory of soviet power, soviet
democracy, and the construction of socialism. Trotsky-
ism, contemporary revolutionary Marxism, unites both
theeries inte an indissoluble unity,

2 ) The foct that the objective conditions for world
sociolism have existed at least since 1914, if not since
1905, does not lead to an avtomatic or inevitable vic-
tory of world socialism, essentially because of the cen-
tral role played by the subjective factor in the achieve~-
ment of socialist revalution. Although it has proven pos-
sible in some colonial and semicolonial countries to
everthrow capltalism despite a "left centrist” leodership
and a still insufficient level of consciousness and con-
scious activity on the part of the proletariat (weak in
any case), this possibility must be ruled out in the indus-
trially developed countries. “The crisis of humanity is
the crisis of revolutionary leadership (and of class con-
sciousness) of the proletariat. " If this crisls s not re=-
solved through the comtruction of a mass revelutionary
International, the decline of capitalism could result not
in the emergence of world soclalism but Tnstead in bar=
barism: @ massive destruction of productive forces, hu-
man beings, and civilization through nuclear war, fas-
cist-type regimes, destruction of the ecological system,
and 30 on,

Materially, the highest achievement of capitolism
was the worldwide objective socialization and division
of labor, albeit on a sharply unequal basis. This interna=
tionalization of the productive forces creates the mote=
rial basis for the globalization of the economy, politics,
the class struggle, and war in the epoch of imperialism.
World revolution and world socialism begin from this
material basis, even though their growth reflects uneven
and combined development, which is the farm taken by
this process of globalization under capitalism. In its to-
tality, the theory of permanent revalution, cornerstone
of Trotskyism, is nothing but the conscious expression
of this process.

@ It fallows from this that what sccurred after the
1917-23 upsurge of the world revelution con be seen
only as a historic defeat of werld revolution, The initial
goal of the Bolsheviks hod not been, ner could t have
been, the building of an isolated socialist 1ociety in
backward Russia, nor was it the creotion of a parmanent
"sower base" for werld revelution in that single country,
isolated ond backward into the bargain. Their goal was
to trigger the process of world revolution. But they
failed to complete this project. In the final analysis,
the temporary restobilization of copitalism ofter 1923,
the victery of Stalinism in Russia, the emergence of
fascism in Europe {ond semifoscism in Jopdn at the end
of the 1930s), the long decline in the level of working-
class conseiousness, and the cutcome of the second world
war with all its horrors (from Auschwitz to Hiroshima)




are the results of the long series of defeats for the Inter-
national revalution that occurred between 1923 and 1943
(although this series of defeats was of course interrupted

by partial, geographically limited upsurges).

The downturn of world revolution between 1923
and 1943, although the dominant world trend, did not
lead to complete defeat. True, it was universal — the
victory of Stalinism in Soviet Russia and the consalida-
tion of the bureaucratic dictatorship in that country, as
well as the crushing defeat of the second Chinese revo-
lution in «1e cities being amaong the expressions of o
great refreat of the proletariat. But it was not complete
in that capitalism was not restored in the Soviet Union
and the toiling masses in China maintained their active
and massive resistance to the onslaught of Japanese jm-
perialism, especially in the countryside, This created
o favomble objective starting point for the next wave
of the rise of werld revelution following the successful
resistance of both the Soviet stote and masses on the one
hand and of the Chinese masses on the other hand, which
wreatly weokened imperialism in continental Europe and
rsia and opened the way for the overthrow of capitalism
in East Europe, Morth Korea, ond China after 1945, The
general weakening of capitolism ond imperialism os a
result of the second interimperialist war (in spite of the
tremendous ecanomic and military power of U.5. impe-
rialism) ond the rise of mass revolt and revelution
against the unbearable living conditions this war imposad
on the toiling mosses of many countries combined with
the obove-mentioned Soviet and Chinese resislance to
determine a new upsurge of world revalution, the starting
point of which moy be placed in 1943, whan the fascist
dictatorship in ltaly was brought down, This new upsurge
was expressed in a limited revolutionary wave in Europe
ond a leng and formidable ane in the colonial and semi-
colonial countries,

Howewver, although the defeat of world revolution
during the peried 1923-43 was not complete objectivel
in the Soviet Union and China, il.rhiecﬁvalr the effech
of the victery of Stalinism in Russia and in the Commu-
nist |nternational became o major chstacle to the vie-
tory of the world revolution, an cbstocle that remained
lang ofter the retreat of the world revolution hod anded,
The Stalinist parties strangled and betrayed the Spanish
revelution of 1736 and the revelutionary developments
in Greece, ltaly, aond Fronce from 1944 1o 1948, More-
over, the abhorrent aspects of the Stalinist dictatorship
in the USSR and Eost Europe became an important sub-
jective obstocle to the dn\rﬂlnpﬂenf of rew;:luﬁunur}r
class consciousress in the two numerically strongest sec-
tors of the world proletariat, the Americon proletariat
and the Saviet one, Since o number of impartant prob-
lems of world revolution — that js, of world politics and
economics considered from the class standpoint of the
proletariat — cannot be resolved without the conscious
revolutionary activity of the 150 million or so workers
of these two countries, world history since 1945 can be
correctly interpreted only through a correct method of

ing the dialectic of the objective and subjective
factors. The concept of "world dual power, " like the
concept of "war-revelution” on a world scale, both of
which seriously underestimate the importance of the sub=
jective factor, are unable to do this. Likewise, it is at
best incomplets, if not downright Incorrect, to assert
that the reconstruction of capitlism in West Europe
after the second world war was imposed on U.S. imperi-
alism by the strength of the Soviet Union. It must be
added that this reconstruction was made ible by the
Stalinist and Social Democratic parties’ betrayal of the
1943-48 revolutionary upsurge in West Europe, which
prevented a victorious breakthrough of socialist revolu=
tion in that region.

It follows that the pest-secand-world-war period
has Teatures furdamentally different from those of the
post=world-wor-one period. These must be grasped os
basically contradictory. On the one hand, capitalism
has been further weakened and oz a world system it is
in a greater state of decay than it was in 1917, This is
expressed particularly in the downfall of the capitalist
system in China, East Europe, Morth Korea, Cuba, and
Vietnam. On the other hand, the postwar revolutionary
wave in the imperialist countries was again quickly de-
feated. It is true that between 1949 and 1968 this wave
by and large continued in celonial and semicolonial
eountries (Korea, Vietnam, Algeria, Cuba, Bolivia, In
donesia, lrag, Polestine, the Portuguese colenies in
Africa, Chile, etc.), with varied results — some strik-
ing victories, some crushing defeats. But the overal|
impact of this wove was not sufficient to prevent the re-
lative stabilization of imperialist power in the imperi-
alist metropolises themsalves. Hence, while it is correct
to state that the overall relationship of forces evolved
to the advantage of the anticapitalist forces, this evelu-
tion did not at all imply on intrinsic weakening of the
economic or military power of imperialism. On the con=
trary, os of May 1968 that power was greater than it
had been in 1938 or 1948, not only In absolute terms,
but even in terms of international centralization. (True,
interimperialist competition hod Increased at the axpense
of LS. imperialism, which lost its absolute hegemony
of the 1945-50 peried, but it wos nowhere as vialent as
it hod been before World War | or World War 11.) At
the same time, it must be odded that this greater eco-
nomic and military strength was undermined by o deeper
social crisis, which began to break out during the late
1960s,

Again, the opparent paradeox can be explained only by
the dialectic of the ohjective and subjective foctors.
The defeats of the weorld revolution in 1923-43 and in
West Europe in 1943~48 and the downturn of workers
struggles in the United States after 1947 coused by the
cold war and MeCarthyism ereated not only the subjec-
tive but alse some of the objective conditions for o new
development of the productive forces under capifalism.
The sharp upward shift in the rate of exploitation of the
work ing class determined an Increase in the average rate
of profit, which triggered a long=term acceleration of
capital accumulation under conditions of technological



revolution, aided by permanent rearmament ond perma-
nent "mild" inflation. This enabled imperialism to grant
some reforms ond concessions both to the working class
in the imperialist countries and to the bourgecisie in
the semicalonial countries (which mode the trensition
fram calonial to semicolonial skatus), which helped to
relatively stabilize the system for two decades.

Meither the economic and political effects of the colo-
nial revolution nor the extermal pressure of the bureau-
cratized workers states hos been able to seriously upset
that stability, which could be challenged decisively
anly from the inside, by the proletoriat of the imperi=-
alist countries themsalves. In this sense, the course of
world histary has confirmed the correctness of the basic
orientation of the Fourth International since the late
193505 and early 1950¢. Both the Fanon-Lin Pioo "thid
worldist" concept that 6 generalized victory of the co-
lenial revelution was a necessary and probable prerequi-
site to o new upsurge of the proletariat in the imperialist
countries and the Khrushchevist "two world camps" var=
iant of the theory of “socialism in ane country, " with

its emphasis on the "socialist" countries' overtaking the
standard of living of the imperialist countries before any
possible new rise of the working closs in the imperialist
countries have been proven false,
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But for o basic challenge to the capitalist order to occur
in the imperialist countries themselves something deci-
sive hod to change in the class consciousness of the pro-
letariat and its vanguard . During the 1940s and 1950
this consciousness was profoundly marked by the long=-
term effects of post defeats, Class consciousness affer
the second world war was qualitatively lower than it

had been after the first world war. This is the basic rea=
son why Troisky's prediction that the Fourth |nternational
would grow rapidly after the second world war turned
out to be erroneous. While Stalinism and reformism con=
stituted the main form in which this low level of class
consciousness was expressed, the long duration of Sta-
linism's hold over the proletariat in key countries is Iike-
wise a result of this low level of class consciousness,

It was enly in the 1980s that a new generation of prole=
tarian revolutionaries emerged Tn these countries as the
nucleus of a new vanguard . The emergence of this van=
guard was the combined result of key social processes

in the imperialist countries (growth of the productive
forces, which included an increase in the number, skills,
and cultural level of the proletariat; deepentng crisis

of capitalist relations of production; growing awareness
af that crisis on the part of the proletariat and its mount=
ing instinctive ond semiconscious attempls o integrate
the seizure of the means of praduction into ongoing
working=class struggles), the subjective by-products of
the Cuban and Vietnamese revolutions, and the growing
international erisis of Stalinism. Operating in a context
of increasing work ing=class militancy and class con-
sciousness, this new generation was finally able 1o be-
gin te build new Leninist organizations with growing
success, essentlal nuclel of fomorrow's mass revelution-
ary parties that will lead the Western proletariat fo the
comquest of power,

The opportunist concept that capitalism can be
overthrown gradually, first on one=sixth, then one-third,
then two=fifths, one<half, three=fifths of the world's
surface and so on until a final military test of strength
results In the downfall of "Fartress America" through'a
combined external onslaught by the “socialist world"
is nothing other than an updated extension of the Stalin=
ist concept of "socialism in one counkry” to the "two
world comps” theery. It is fundamentally wrong from
an analytical slandpoint and it leads to political con-
clusions that could be disastrous for world revelution
and for the very survival of humanity. |l main errors
are os follows:

a. |tzess ralatiornships of forces in purely guontito-
tive and relative terms, overlocking the fact that the
absolute strength of imperialism and the absolute level
of produclwe forces and of material .:.v.l.}a:rm as
well as such quantitative and relative felﬂllonihlpﬁ;
are of decisive importance in a victorious breakthrough
to socialism, Becouse of the amplitude of destruction
and loss of life, a nucleor war in which the "socialist
camp” wos "victorious" would make the building of a
classless society impossible for centuries and would thus
bie o defeat and not a victory for world socialism.

b. It everlocks or underestimates the organic unity
of the world economy and ignores the fact that because
of the increasing interdependence of the world economy,
even the economically developed and growing workers
states that have besn established in some countries may
find their sacial evelution toward secialism blocked, as
has nhvl‘bursiy been the case with the Soviet Union ond
East Eurape for the past twenty-five years,

c. It fails to see that the disarmament of the major
imperialist powers, the United States in the first place,
can be accomplished only from within these countries
through the revolutionary conquest of power by the pro-
letariat; this is the only way in which the catastrophe
of world nuclear war ¢an be avoided.
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d. It implies, whether consciously o not, the paci-
fist illusion that the military power of imperialism can
somehow be "neutralized” and its ruling class "pressured”
into permanent passivity, demoralization, or capitula-
tion by the growth of the military power of the workers
states, Mothing in history justifies such on assumption.
Even if it becomes only "half as strong" as the “socialist
camp, " U.S. imperialism will still fight — and to the
death — to retain its power, And this implies nuclear
war, 5o long as it is materially possible (just as, for ex-
ample, Hitler would have used the atomic bomb if he
hod hod one, even in 1945, on the eve of imminent de-
feat), p avided the palitical and social relationship of
forces inside the United States allows it. In that sense,
the decisive battle for the survival of humanity will in-
deed be fought in the United States. U.5. imperialism
cannot be disarmed from the outside. lts relative weok-
ening does not lend to ils disarmaoment, but could even
lead to greater ogoressiveness.

This analysis does not imply any tendency toward "capit=
ulation to nuclear blockmail by U.5. imperialism."
Rather, it implies that all changes on o world scale

must be gauged also from the standpoint of their effects
on the class struggle in the United States. The history
of the Vietnam war providas striking confirmation of
thiz. U.5. imperialism was not militarily defeated by
the Vietnamese revelution. In fact, U.S. imperialism

is probably militarily stronger today than it was in 1965,
It was compelled to withdraw from Vietnam because it
wos palitically paralyzed through a shift in the relation-
ship of political forces within the United Siates (the un-
breckable resistance of the Vietnomase masses, the de-
monalization of the expeditionary corps in Indoching,
and the mass antiwar movement played the decisive roles
here), But this political paralysis is neither permanent
nor definifive, nor is it even tendentially growing, It
could be sharply reversed by defeats or o decline of
awareness of the L.5. mosses. Any event that aids de-
velopments in that direction {Mao's counterrevolutionary
policies toward MNixon, for example) abjectively contri-
butes toward unleashing o world nuclear war, Only da-
velopments that aid the U.S. proletariat in finding the
road to mass political action and sociolist class con-
sciousness will lead toward a disermament of U.5. impe~-
rialism, through its averthrow ., But socialist revelution
in the United States is neither assured nor automatic.
"Socialism or fascism in the United States" will be to-
morrow's concrate expression of the alternative "social-
ism or barbarism" on o world scale,

The roots of the new upsurge of the European
proletariat—which has been ripening since 1968, is now
fully unfolding in the lberian peninsula, and will spread
at least to taly and France—lie essentially in the ad-
vance of the power and consciousness of the proletarial
as the combined result of the growth in the productive
forces during the past twenty-five years, the growing
internal contradictions of bourgeois society (obove all
the growing crisis of capitalist relations of production),
and the growing understanding by broad vanguord layers
of the proletariat of the fundamental bankruptey of
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"classical" Social Democracy ond Stalinism. The com-
bination of all these factors, fertilized by the growth
of the revelutionary vanguard, hos given workers strug-
gles a growing anticopitalist and antibureaucrotic im=
petus, the material source of which Is the proletariat's
cbjective need and capacity for democratically cen=
tralized (that is, planned) self-management in the econ=-
omy and society. For this basic reasen, the next wove
of socialist revelution will unfold on a qualitatively
higher level of proletarion strangth and class consclous-
ness than did the 1917-23 wave, not to mention the
post=second-world=-war wave, The collective mamary
and irtelligence of this working class is finally begin-
ning to draw all the lessons of the histeric victories and
defeats of the world proletariat. In this sense, the Euro-
pean socialist revolution will fulfill the predictions
made by Trotsky about the end of the second world war
= with thirty years' delay.

The historic function of the European revolution
— and the historic breakthrough of the Fourth Interno-
tional alongside the unfolding of that revelution — will
be to decisively modify the subjective situation of the
two largest sectors of the world proletariat, the working
elasses of the United States and the Soviet Union, and,
subsequently, of the enfire world proletariat. Under the
present social (ond international} relationship of forces,
the conquest of power 1n West Europe is possible only
if it grows out of a clear revelutionary-socialist deci-
sion by the majority of the toiling masses, which means
the majority of the population. This in turn is possible
only on the basis of experience with forms of self-orga=-
nization and mass activity higher thon those possible
under bourgesis demoeracy, forms which herald a higher
form of state power from the standpoint of the democrotic
rights and decision=making power of the brood masses
compared with those partially enjoyed in o bourgeois-
democratic state: a warkers state based on organizations
of warkers councils, workers power, and workers coun-
cil democracy.
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Once again, however, under the present social (and in-
ternational) relationship of forces 'n Europe, such a
state would from the outset represent such a leap forward
in the emancipation of the warkers, bath individually
and callectively, that its impact on the world proletar-
iot would be enormous. The atiractive power of such
emancipation on the American and Soviet working
classes would contribute decisively to overcoming the
basically apolitical attitude of bath, The former would
leap over anticommunism and lack of class consciousness
to active sympathy with workers councils, socialism,
and democracy . The latter would be cble to break aut
of the impasse “bureaucratic dictatorship or copitalism.”
Socialist revolution in the United States and palitical
revolution in the USSR would become concrete perspec-
tives,

@ The basic subjective difficulty in achieving o
victorious socialist revolution in West Europe, a diffi-
culty resulting from the whole past history of the labor
movement, lies in the deep reformist and semireformist
illusions of broad toiling masses, in other words, the
widespread identification of their own democrotic free-
doms with the institutions of the bourgeois-demacratic
state. 5o lang os this identification is not broken, bour-
geais attempts to overcome the qualimtive weokening
of the repressive state apparatus, which is a feature af
the beginning of every revalutionary erisis, through a
compaign to restore the integrity of the institutions of
the bourgeois state disguised as "popular will" and "ra-
spect for the universal franchise" will meet with suceass
omong the majority of the workers. And one of the es-
sential elements in breaking thot identificatian is that
the workers themselves experience higher forms of demo-
cratic freedoms on o brood scale,

For this recson, the generalization ond cenfralization

of soviety=type bodies of self-organization of the foil-
ing masses (workers councils, soldiers committees, peas-
ont leagues or councils, nelghborhood committess, popu-
lar committees, ete.) is the key problem of revolutionary
strategy from the very beginning of the revolutionary

crisis in E‘”EE'E*

Only if such a situation of generalized dual power
emerges can the majority of the masses come to under-
stand through their own experience that the direct de=
mocraey of workers councils allows them greater freedom
than indirect bourgesis democrocy and that the smashing
of the bourgeois state apparatus s o precondition far the
free and unfettered development of mass initiative and
activity and does not represent the beginning of a grod=
val withering away of the democratic rights and freedoms
of the working class. This in turn is o precondition for
winning the majority of the working class away from re-
formism, without which the conquest of power in imperi=
alist countries is impossible under the present national
ond international relationship of forces,

In this sense, it is wrong to present the democracy of
workers councils simply os an extension or "campletion"
of bourgeois democracy. A basic defense of private prop=

erty and capitalist exploitation is inherent in bourgeais
democracy, and this implies a fundamental reduction

of the role of the toiling masses tos that of passive obser-
vers and voters, the basic intent being o prevent them
from becoming key acters in the political process on a
permanent basis. What the democracy of warkers coun-
cils does indeed extend and “complete” are those "nu-
clei of proletarian democracy within bourgeois democ-
racy" within which the working closs counterposes ifs
own organizations and activities to those of the bour-
geois~democratic state organs. These nuclei can become
generalized and universal only through the destructien
of the bourgeois-democratic state oroans. Moreaver,
preletarian democrocy, with its integration of the eco-
nomic |iberatien and decision-making powser of the
toilers, has a quality and content that differs from
bourgeois democracy, as well as basically different

Farms.

Likewise, the generalization and centralization of or-
gams of mass power are indispensable in achieving an
increosingly generalized mobilization and unification
of the broadest masses, for neither the existing frade
unions nor mass parties; with their buregucratic struc-
tures and leaderships, can by therselves really unite
the organized and unorganized workers, technicians,
intellectual toilers, students, high-school students, ap-
prentices, housewives, poor peasants, seldiers, and 5o
en. Again and again, experience since May 1958 has
confirmed that oll these layers can and should be united
in the process of socialist revalution, ot least in their
majority .

Under the given circumstances in the imperialist
countries of historically developed ideslagical differen-
tiation and organizational divislan of the working closs
and the workers movement, genuine generalizatien and
centralization of organs of the worker-council type are
impostible without thorough respect for proletarion de-
mocracy, in other words, respect for the existence within
these organs of different parties, factions, groups, =tc =
ond respect for the right to speak, write, print, and da=
bate both inside and outside these organs, Any attempt
to question, restrict, or suppress these bosic democratic
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freedoms of the masses — among other ways by claiming
that this or that party or current is "hourgeois" — can
only call into question and weaken the legitimacy of
soviel democracy as opposed to bourgeois democracy in
the eyes of the masses and thus help the bourgeoisie and
its reformist ogents to restore stable bourgeois institutions.
Similarly, any such attempt will necessarily deeply di-
vide the working class and breck the upsurge of the mass
movement toward overthrowing capitalism.

The solutions 1o the two aspects of the "crisis of
the subjec:ive factor" — weakness of proletarian clas
consciousness and inadequacy of revolutionary leader-
ship (weakness of the revolutionary party) — are closely
interconnected , In their majority, masses who are still
dominated by reformist or semireformist ideclogy cannct
be led toward the conquest of power by o revolutionary
party. Likewlise, a party unable to alter the reformist
comciousness and proctice of the majority of the prole-
tariat is not yet an adequate revolutionary party . Only
through the experience of a situation of generalized
dual power will the majority of the proletariat in the
iiperialist countries be able to break with reformist ide~
ology decisively. This implies that most probably it is
only under conditions of generalized dual power that
the revolutisnary party will be able to win the majerity
of the weorking class to its political project.

Of course, this will not be o spontanecus devel-
opment. It will depend on the revelutionary party's ap=
plying a correct strategy and tactics. MNor will the ac-
tuol conquest of power (destruction of the bourgeois
state machine, transfer of power to the congress of work-
ers councils) be the result of an automatic oddition of
spontanecus or semispontaneous mass actions. A central-
ized plan and willingness and capacity to act at the
decisive moment are indispensoble in this. All of which
implies the leading role of the revolutionary party.

But this leading role can be successfully played out,
averting adventures, only if the party is supported by
the majority of the proletariat. In the impepialist eoun-
tries today, this implies o generalized structure of work-
ars councils and a conquest of political predominance
within them by the revolutionary party (possibly in alli-
ance with some |eft-centrist forces, but on the bosis of
the plan and projects of the revolutionary Marxists),
Thus, the emergence of a structure of generalized duol
power, the conquest of the majority of the proletariat,
the fusion of the broad proletarian vanguard with the
revolutisnary Marxist program and codres, and the bulld-
ing of a mass revolutionary porty contesting for hegemany
within the entire class are all closely linked and inter-
twined precesses in today's proletarian revolution.

Dictatorship of the preletariat means exactly
what the words say: the dictatorship of a class (which
in the imperialist countries todoy represents between
75 and 90 percent of the working population) and not
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the dictatorship of o party or party leadership. It means
the destruction of the bourgeois state apparatus and the
creation of o state of a new type in which the proletar~
iat can exercise state and economic power directly and
can protect that state against attempts by the former
ruling class and its political forces to overthrow it, It
does not mean a one-party system, nor does it mean

rule by the revolutionary party, restriction of democratic
rights and freedoms, or institutionalized terror. Arising
in imperialist countries from a revolutionary period and
o congquest of power in which the decisive role is played
by workers councils (the bodies of self-organization of
the masses), the dictatorship of the proletariat can only
mean the rule of soviets [workers councils and 5o on).
The revolutionary party attempts to guide the soviets
through persuasion, through winning political hegemony,
and through conguest of the majority and not through
administrative or repressive measures. It accepts the
majority rule of the saviets, without which the multi=
party system and soviet democracy are impossible.

There are twao fundomental reasons For adhering to this
concept of the dictatarship of the proletariat, First, any
alternative (any voriant of o one-party system, even

the "mildest” one, such as that which prevailed in the
Soviet Union betwaen 1921 and 1923} inevitably fuels
the growing passivity of the masses and the growing re-
striction of workers democrocy (including within the rev=
olutionary party itself), which couses o growing resort
to administrotive rule and command, in other words,

the growth of bureaucracy and of the power of the bu=-
reaucracy. (This is not to say that the one-party system
in the USSR during the 1921-23 perjod was the basic
couse of the passivity of the workers. This passivity re-
sulted primarily from the enormous sacrifices and efforts
made by the proletariat during the civil war. But it was
accentvated and prolonged by the failure to return to
soviet democracy after 1921.) The price to be paid for
such o departure from the rood to socialism, such a bu=
reaucratic process, is immeasurably greater than the po-
tential price of any “excessive democracy." An effec-
tive struggle against bourgeois democracy also requires
an atmosphere of free political debate and cultural-ide-
ological pluralism. Otherwise, the transformation of
Marxism into a "state religion” threatens to stifle Marx=
ist creativity and the genuine commitment of youth to
socialist convictions. Paradoxically, as the example of
the Saviet Union has strikingly confirmed, this will fuel
a much more powerful re~emergence of reactionary ide-
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ologies than would be the cose under conditions of free
ideclogical struggle.

In any event, from its inception the socialist revolution
in the West will combine o powerful antiburecucratic
impetus with its basic anticapitalist thrust, a result of
the whale past and present of working class experience.
The resistance of the masses fo any attempt to impese a
one-party system will be powerful and long standing.

It would have to be crushed by terror essentially directed
against the proletariat itzelf, The consequent split and
demoralization of the working class would be fatal to
the attempt to corsciously build a classless socisty. In
foct, however, there is no reason to belisve that such
an attempt will actually be undertoken, The relation=
ship of forces between the bureaucratic and demacratic
currents within a victerious proletariat and within post-
capitalist society os @ whole in the presently advanced
capitalist countries will be decisively in faver of prole-
tarian democracy.,

second, the objective needs of rule, power, and
management by the mosses themselves arise from the vETy
richness and complexity of the economies and sociaties
of the imperialist countries. There are no pre-established
recipes for the innumerable problems posed by the build=
ing of socialism in these countries. Only the freedom

of action of the working cluss as a class — that is, free-
dom of debate, dissent, and experimentation, freedom
te make mistakes and to correct them rapidly, in other
words, a free and unfettered process of self-seducation
of the proletariat in power — can gradually resolve
these complex problems in the successful constructan

of a classless society ond o clossless world. IF this is al-
ready incressingly felt to be the case in countries like
the USSR or Czechoslovakia, it is a hundred times more
the case in West Europe, North America, and Japan.
Any oftemp! to replace workers self-management in the
economy and society with central rule by one party in-
evitably leads to the twin evils of bureaucratic central-
ization and for "market socialism, " which in turn leads
to maximum waste, inefficiency, disorder, and the sur-
vival of habits and motivations of bourgeois origin.
Only planned self-management, that is, rule by soviets,
can ensure both optimal growth and the Leninist project
of the dictatorship of the proletariat os "a state which
begins to wither away from its very Inception.”

The internationol extension of the Europeon so-
cialist revolution will most likely be determined by the
dynamic of the international class struggle and by the
effects of international capital's attempt to crush the
first workers state or stotes in West Europe. Given the
present relationship of forces, it is likely that this at-
tempt will take the form of an economic blockade rather
than Immediate military intervention. It follows that
the slogan of the Socialist United States of Europe has
an immediate transitional function against these ofrempts:
te mobilize the proletariat of the copitalist European
couniries to block these counterrevalutionary moves
and join the revolutionary process, Any proposal that
would ploce additional political or ideological obstocles
on the road to the immediate international sxtension of
the revolution (For example, a proposal for immediate
linkup with the Soviet Union) would be caunterproduc=
tive and should be avoided.,

In the course of this process of interpational consolida-
tion of workers power in one or several countries of
West Eurcpe, the question of aiding the development

of the political revalution In the USSR will surely arise,
Demands that can be advanced to aid the rise of the pa=
litical revolution could include propasals for joint eco-
nomic planning with the countries of East Europe. But
such slogans should take on central jmportance anly if
the palitical revelution has become an immediate per-
spective. In all other circumstances, such propagando
should be subordinated to the immediate and burning
proctical tasks of protecting and consolidating the first
European workers state or states by mobilizing the mosses
in other capitalist countries and helping them on the
rood to the canquest of power,

Yugoslovia, however, presents o special case. Becouse
of the special relationship of the Yugoslav working class
with that of several West European countries, because
of the sympathy evoked among the West Eurepean prole-
tariat and organized labor mavement for the hybrid, im-
perfect, but nonetheless basically mare progressive
Yugoslav system of “self-management, * and becduse of
the serious threats the international and "national® forces
of the bureoucracy (as well as procapitelist forces) could
represent for the most advanced conquests of the Yugo-
slav working class in the near future, an immediate of-
fer of federation and of pooling of economic resources
made by a victorious socialist ravelution in scuthern
Europe to the ‘Yugoslav werking class could constitute

an important stimulus for @ successful self-defense by

the Yugoslav proletariat against sueh threats and could
thereby constitute an Important stimulus for the political
revolution in Yugoslavia and elsewhers in Eagt Europe,

@ In the fifteen years since the victory of the
Cuban revelution, the colonial revolution hos suffersd
many defeats, some crushing (Brozil, Indonesis, Iraq,
Chile), some grove (Algeria, Bolivia, Sri Larka, Egypt,
Sudan); In oddition, there hos been o disastrous retreat
in the mos! important semicolonisl country, India. Dn\
the positive side of this bleck bolonce—sheat there is



only the long struggle and final victory of the Indechi=
nese revolution, with its pesitive repercussions thraugh-
out Southeast Asia, But these repercussions will Bloem
into full-fledged revalutionary opportunities only slowly
and in the long run.

The basic reason for this long wave of defeats lies nejther
in the greater flexibility of world imperialism nor in iis
more vicious response to revolutionary mass movements
{large~scale or covert military intervention, terror, as-
sassinations, counterinsurgency, blockade, economic
sabotage, etc.), Clearly, all these foctors are opera-
tive tade ; but they were likewise operative — for long
years and on a broad wale = in countries in which the
revolution was finally victorious, like China, Cuba,

and Yietnam,

The basic reason for the long chain of defeats of the co-
lonial revolution lies in the adherence of is leadership
to the conception of two-stage revolution, whether for
primarily social reasons (where the leadership is mainly
Bourgecis or petty bourgeois), or for mainly ideological
reasons (where it is predominantly Stalinist, whether of
e pro=Moscow or pro-Peking variety) . What has bean
nagatively confirmed by these defeats (and positively
confirmed by the Chinese, Cuban, and Viethamess vig-
taries] is the correct fundamental dssumptions of the
theory of permanent revolution, namely that under the
pressure of the mass revelutionary upsurge of the workers
and peasants in the colonial end semicolonial countries,
the bourgeaisie in these countries is compelled to mas-
sively go over to the camp of counterrevelution, along
with its stote apparotus and ormy. Any tying of the pro-
letariat to the "national™ beurgesisie, it political lead-
ership, bourgeois state apparatus, and army necessarily
disarms the proletariat in face of the counterrevolutionary
onslaught.

The long delay of victorious sociallst revolutian
in the semicalonial countries and the temporory consoli-
dation of bourgeois states in many of them, however,
has not resulted in total stagnation or retrogression In
these countries. We have seen a riew manifestation of
the law of combined and uneven development: Although
significant portions of the toiling masses of the semico-
lonial countries have experienced an absalute decline
in living standards and democratic rights [in striking
contrast to tha rise in the standard of living of the work-
ers and the power of the organized lobor movement in
West Europe and Japan throughout the twenty-five years
that preceded the recession of 1974-75), this decline
was combined with a significant movemen! toward indus-
Triulf‘:-nl.'l-':un, urbanization, and numerical growth of the
wage-earners (the proletariat and semiproletariat), es-
pecially in countries like Brazil, Mexico, lran, Colom=
bia, MNigerio, Egypt, Algeria, Peru, Hong Kong, and
Singapore, butalso in countries in which there had al-
ready been o numerical ly strong working class, like Ar-
gentina, India, and South Africa.

Although the peasantry remains the largest class numer]-
cally in the semicolonial world os a whole, and even
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in such key countries as India, Indonesia, Brazil, Egypt,
and lran, and although the conquest of the political
leadership of the peasant mevement by the proletariat
and its revolutionary party through a correct fight for
the national-democratic slogons (agrarian revolution,
national independence from imperialism, constituent as=
sembly, etc.) remains absolutely vital, nevertheless,

in the long run this numerical and social growth of the
profetariat in the colenial and semicolonial countries



creates much more favoroble conditicons bath for the build-
ing of revolutionary parties (sections of the Fourth Inter-
rmational in these countries) and for the political defeat

of all bourgeois, petty bourgeols, and Stalinist [eader-
ships that hitch the growing working=class movement to
the wogen of the "noticnal " bourgeoisie.

The struggle against "populist” interclass political ide-
olegies and programs and for the political and organiza-

tional independence of the rural and urban proletariat
in the colonial and semicolonial countries constitutes

countries in coming years, |t is through this struggle that
the Fourth International will be built in these countries,

This struggle should in no way be counterposed to the
needs of the anti=-imperialist struggle. Rather, it must
be sesan as the expression of the lessons of the past sixty
years of history, namely that no comsistent and com-
pletely victorious anti=imperialist struggle is possikle
under the leadership of or in political alliance with the
"national" bourgecisie, its parties, armies, and states.

19 Historically, the balance-sheat that may now
be drawn of the emergence of the powerful Fidellista eur-
rent in the Latin American revelutionary movement is
that it was the expression of an initial and enly partial
break with popullsm. In the early 19805 the rising Fidel-
ista current did break with the Stalinc=populist "two-
stage” theory of the Latin American revolution and sood,
correctly, for an intertwining of the democratic and so-
cialist tasks of the Latin American revalution; this wos
particularl y expressed in the Second Declamation of Ha-
vana and the writings of Che Guewara. In doing this the
Fidelista current dealt a powerful, though not decisive,
blow fo the Stalino-populist concept of historical "blocs
with the "national" bourgeoisie agoinst the aligarchy
and imperialism.

But inasmuch as the Fidelisto current increasingly and
essentiolly focused on armed struggle and gave the form
of the struggle greater and greater pricrity over the”
problems of the closs compesition ond closs content of
the revolutionary forces, it allowed in through the win-
dew what it had thrown ocut the door: the passibility of
essentially populist organizations (peopla's armies and
pecple's porties) divorced from the specific needs and
concerns of the proletariat and therafore susceptible to
being periodically coopted by the stratagy of alliance
with the "progressive sectors” of the bourgeoisie, in-
cluding the bourgeois army .

The ultimate reabsorption of the Fidelista current by the
Latin American Communist parties should not be exag-
gerated, What hos occurred is more o result of the Cuban
workers state’s dependence on military and econamic

aid from the Kremlin, a product of tha {salation of that
shate because of the successive defeats of the Lotlin Amer-
ican revolution. The ideclogical and political farment
introduced into the repalur:mur:.- and working class
movemeant in Latin America by the victory of the Cuban
revolution will prove ta have lasting effects. Even in
Cuba itself, the autcnomy of the Fidelista currant and

of the bast Guevaristo traditions may reassert ilself if
there is a new upturn in the Latin American revelution.
But in Latin America more than anywhere else, the strug-
gle against populist illusions and deviations and for the
political independence of the working elass remains the
key problem for this future upturn,
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Canira with farmer Chilaan presidant Allenda

Whather that upturn is imminent or will yet be some
years in coming depends to a large extent on the out-
come of the military coup in Argentina and on the de-
gree to which the Argantine working class is able to re-
organize ifs forces and build an alternative leadership
in spite of the coup. To put it another way: It will de=
pend on the degree to which the Argentine bourgeoisie
~roves capable of using the coup to inflict a defeat on
the Argentine workers as crushing as the defeat inflicted

upon the Brazilian, Chilean, and Uruguayan proletariats,

It is increasingly likely that the victory of the
proletarian revolution in West Europe will pracede the
viectary of the political revolution in the Soviet Union
and China. Barring unforeseen turns in the world situa-

tion, this is the variant on which we must base ourselves,

The reason for this lies not in any objective "need" for
or "function” of tha bureaucracies in the bureaucrotized
workers states, nor in any broad mass base among the
toiling population ollegedly being acquired by these bu-
reaucracies, Cn the contrary, all evidence confirms
that revulsion agoinst and opposition to waste, oppres-
sion, disregord for the workers' desire to administer pro-
duction, and wanton strangulation of the elementary
democratic rights of the masses are more widespread than
aver,

The greatest ohstacles on the road te political revolution
are essantially subjective and political and not objec-
tive and social, They are:

“Lenin, woke up—they've oll gone maodl” Progue students during 1968 Soviet invasion,

a. The widespread conviction in the East European
countries and ameng the oppressed naticnalities of the
USSR that any direct and open challenge to the Krem=
lin's rule in these areas that does not coincide with or
quickly lsad to a similar challenge in the Russian heart=-
lond ftself will be quickly crished of In Hungory in 1954
or Czechoslovokia in 1943,

b. The lack of political perspectives ond conscious-
ness among the Soviet proletariat in the absence of a
realistic and credible alternative o both capitalism ond
the rule of the buregucracy (the depth of the historical
disappointment of the Russian proletariat) .

c. The destruction of any continuity in the organiza-
tion and cadres of a revolutionary Marxist working=-class
opposition, a result of Stalin's terror aond the subsequent
"milder" repression under Khrushchev and, especially,
Brezhnev.

d. The long-term, slow but steady increase in the
standard of living of the workers in the USSR during the
past twenty-Ffive years (briefly interrupted in the early
1980s), which, given the lack of political perspective,
creatas a material basis for "consumerism" and for pos-
ing only "reformist” demands un the government. |t is
true that any recurrent interruption in this rise of the
standard of living (for example as o result of a new cri=
sis in the food supply or in distribution) as well as any
renewed tension among the oppressed nationalities could
give rise fo explosive mass strupgles, but of too scattered
and unconnected o character to directly challengs the
rule of the bureavcracy.

The inability of the "new" opposition to go beyond the
aspirations of the intelligentio and to develop a palit-
ical and orgonizational project of linking up with the
working class and the rebellious youth has undoubtedly
contributed to this same frend,

Thie key role of the rise and victory of the socialist rav-
elutien in West Europe in overcoming these cbstacles

hos already been stressed. Embryonically, it has been
confirmed by the limited experience of the Prague Spring
and the panic this pravoked among the bureaucrats, who
feared that the "Czechoslovak experience” would trig-
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ger a universal movement in favor of socialist democracy
and self=-monagement in East Europe and the Soviet
Union. The effects of a much more advanced example

in West Europe, where military intervention by the
Kremlin is excluded, would be much deeper, if less
rapid, than those of the Prague Spring.

While the mest likely variant teday is that the
political revelution in the USSR and East Europe will
occur after the victory of the socialist revolution in sev=
eral key countries of West Europe, this in no way re-
duces the tremendous contribution this political revolu-
tion will make to the process of world revolution as o
whole, The workers of the buregucratized workers states
will bring to the world revelution not only an acute sen-
sitivity to the necessity of nipping bureaucratic deforma-
tions in the bud (a sensitivity born of their terrible ex-
periences with Stalinism), but will also bring a techni-
eal skill and cultural level immeasurably higher than
that of the Russion proletariat in 1917, They will bring
the positive results of a tradition of living outside bour-
geois society, results which are extensive and important
in such fields as a less frantic work pace, greater weight
of cultural needs, and deeper feelings of group solidar-
ity, in spite of all the terrible comsequences of bureau~
eratic dictatorship in all fields of social life.

Cince the shackles of that dictatoship have been broken,
it is likely that the Soviet, Czechoslovak, East German,
Yugoslay, Polish, Hungarian proletariats will rise to
great heights of political and social consciousness. On
the basis of their rich political experiences, they will
contribute powerfully to the general struggle for a so-
cialist world,

@ The escalation of the Sino=Soviet conflict to
the state level has strongly underlined the reactionary
role played in world politics today by the fdentification
af the interests of the workers states with the interests
of a privileged bureavecracy. Although one may indead
demorstrate that the ideclogical roots of the petty-bour=
geois reactionary nationalism that dominates the dynamics
of this conflict in both Moscow and Peking lie in the
theary of "socialism inone country, it is nonetheless
the case that the relative autonemy that has been faken
on by this conflict at the state level, its reactionary
impact on the international class struggle ond the colo-
nial revolution, and the way in which imperialism hos
been able to moke use of it go well beyond its ariginally
ideological aspect. ]

During the first stage of the canflict, essentially during
the 19605, the Kremlin undoubtedly played the more
reactionary role. It allied with bourgeois Indio against
the Chinese workers state, supported reactionary bour=-
geois governments in several semicolonial countries
against local CPs, and refused essential military and
aconomic aid to the People's Republic of China during

a serious crisis for that country. More generally, Moscow
introduced into the ranks of the CPs, particularly but

nat exclusively the CPs of the bureaucratized workers
states themselves, such utterly reoctionary prejudices

as the "need to defend Western civilization against the
Yeallow peril” as well as chauvinistic contempt for "back-
ward peasants who want to build communism on a bow!
of rice. " It is no wonder that during this period the
Magist and semi=Maoist currents were able to win broad
support among oppressed and rebellious loyers in semi=
colonial and even imperialist countries against such fun-
damentally conservative and counterrevolutionary ideal-
ogies.

In a second stage, however, essentially since the very
end of the 1960s or the beginning of the 1970s, the
scales have tipped in the opposite direction. Today the
Maoist bureoucracy upholds policies and Ideclogies far
more reactionary than those of the Kremlin or the "offi-
cial" Communist parties. Beginning with the concept
of the "two super powers” regarded as egually obnoxious
{an ideological rationalization of Peking's diplomatic
manauvers between Washington and Moscow, based on
the theory that capitalism had been restored in the USSR
and in most of the East European countries), Mao has
gradual ly shifted toward the concapt of "Soviet imperi=
alism" as the main danger. This hod led to opproval of
MNATO and of nuclear rearmament of European imperi=
aljsm, to defense of the capitalist "fatherland” in Waest
Europe against the "military threat frem Moscow, " to
openly counterrevolutionary interventions in the Portu-
guese and Angolan revolutions, and to allionces with
blatantly procapitalist forces, not only against the CPs;
but even against the independent mass movements of the
proletariat,

This tragic evelution once again highlights the impor=
tance of systematic internationalist education of the pro-
letariat and of fighting against the divisive effects chau-
vinism and nationalism have within the proletariat-and
the working=-class movement itself. The evolution of
Chinese policy has led to the self=liquidation of o whole
layer of dedicated revolutionaries. The importance of
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building an international organization alongside and
simultansous with national revolutionary porties, a fun=
damental distinctive feature of revolutionary Marxism,
of Leninism, of Trotskyism, embodied by the Fourth In-
ternational loday, becomes all the more significant in
light of the disostrous ideclogical and political results

of petty-bourgesis nationalism run rampant in the orga-
nized labor movement, a phenomenon of which the lotest
degeneration of Maoism is a new, but by no mears the
enly, confirmation.

@ Jn the other hand, one must not deduce wrong
conclusions about the internal dynamics of Chinese so-
ciety from the overwhelmingly reactionary role played
by Maoist diplomacy and "erthodex" Maoist sects in
world politics today. Recent avents have once ogain
confirmed that in China, contrary to Stalinist Russia,
the masses are nelther atomized nor politically passive.
The cycle of political differentiation and confrontation
in the People's Republic of Chino occurs in @ confext
basically and historical ly different from that which pre-
vailed in Russia in 1927-53. Again and again, the mo-
neuvers of the Maaist faction of the bureaucracy have
been limited by the independent dynomics of the mass
mavemant, initially among the youth ond now, it ap=-
pears, increasingly omong the praletariot as well, Thus,
to reduce the phenomanon of the eultural revelution,

its aftermath, and the current political strugale in China
to simple intrabureavcratic conflicts would mean to se-
riously underestimate the potential revolutionary con-
sciousness and militancy of significant sectors of Chinese
sociaty,

The crisis of Maoism now unfolding in the People's Ra-
public of China is a erisis in which the masses are inter-
vening more directly and autonomously than was the
cose during_ﬂﬂe crists of Stalinism in the USSR, From o
Marxist point of view, this mus! be the starting point

of any analysis of political developments in Ching. This
is the basis for the aptimism of the Fourth International
about the possibilities for a rebirth of Leninism and
Trotskyism in Chino imself.

From a programmatic standpoint, the slogan of
the Socialist United States of Europe has now been super-
ceded by the need to fight for the Socialist United States
of the World, The key problems of world econemics and
politics — underdevelopment, hunger, averting nuclear
destruction, prevention of depletion of natural resaurces,
ete. — con be resolved only through a warld planned
economy. The increase in the number of workers states
and the néed to overcome any relations of nationalist
egoism among them leads to the same conclusion. Any
notion that from a progrommatic point of view we lend
priority to common planning with the “rich" workers
states of the USSR and East Europe as against the "poor”
ones of Asia would be monstrous. Any world strategy
for socialism that does not take account of the special
problems and sensitivity of the underdeveloped countries
will lead to disaster. As the world party of socialist rev=

olution, the Fourth International must consciously ex-
press the need for this world planningand must build a
world leadership with that goal in mind. Continental
or regional priorities must be subordinated to this stra=
tegic priority.

Solidarity with the struggle of the key sectors of the co-
lonial and semicolonial world, to which imperialism

will eling to the bitter end for obvious reasons (South
Africa, Palestine, the gil-producing centers of the Mid=
dle East, probably the Panama Canal zone and the sur-
rounding areas of Central and northern South America)
will play an imperiant role in developing amang the
liberating ranks of the proletariat of Europe the con-
sciousness needed to begin solving the key tasks of the
liberation of humanity.

‘
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@ World revelution and world socialism are indis-
solubly linked to o consciously planned worldwide use
of human and material resources to realize o cerfain
number of priority objectives that can be achieved only
an a global scale:

a. Elimination of want and avoidable illness for all
human beling.

b. Radical clesing of the gap in material and cul=-
tural development between the northern and southern
hemispheres, which implies a massive fransfer of resources
to the superexploited peoples of the southern hemisphere,

¢, Comservation or restoration of the ecological bal-
ance ond of scarce resources for future generations.

d. Radical revalution in technology, which must be
subordinated to the humon needs of the producers and
to the diversified possibilities in various geographic
milieus.

All these revolutionary changes connot be ochieved un-
der conditions of soviet democracy unless they are ac-
componied by an end to any form of domination, pater=
nalism, or authoritarianism on the part of the white
“race” as against other roces and on the part of men as
against women, Social equality among all people and
races can become g reality only if it is bosed on equal-
ity of material resources and power. To achieve this
without any decline in the material well-being of the
proletariat and without any form of coercion on key sec-
tors of the working class remains the most audacious
and ambitious goal of communism, for which the Fourth
International is the only consistent fighter foday.[]
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LCI WITHDRAWS SUPPORT
TO ARLETE DA SILVA

On May 27 the Liga Comunista Internacionalista LCl—=Internationalist Communist League),
sympathizing organization of the Fourth International, issued the fallowing communiqué
annauncing the withdrawal of its support for the candidacy of Arlete Vieira da Silva in

the presidential elections. Originally, this condidate hod been jointly presented by the
comrades of the LC| and the Partide Revoluciondrio dos Trabalhadores (PR T—Revolution=
ary Workers party) . The candidate was subsequently withdrawn, The next issue of INPRE-
COR will provide further information on the presidential elections in Portupal.

The Central Committee of the LCI adopted the orienta-
tion of struggling for a united workers candidate who
would respond to the offensive of the bourgecisie aimed
at Imposing o military president of its choice, who would
respond to the will of the workers to break with the bour-
geoisie, its politicians, and generals and to advance

the struggles of the working mosses to defend their con=
quests and win their demands.

The LC| wos prepared to suppart a condidate that repre-
sented this will of the werkers. In arder to keep this
possibility apen until the last moment the LCI reached
an ogreemant with the PRT to present o candidate who
represented both the program and the political Fight
that we propose to the workers,

The LC| reaffirms its intransigent defense of a workers
candidate who would support ond adopt the basic de-
mands of the struggles being waged by the workers for
workers control and centralization of the workers com-
missions, for the agrarian reform, for a democratic con-
gress of all the trade unions to establish a program of
struggle, for an SP-CP government responsible to the
workers, their traode unions and workers commissions.

In establishing a political agreement with the PRT the
leadership of the LC| hod decided to support the candi=
dacy of a militant whose past, positions, and political
coherence permitted this progrom of struggle to be syn-
thesized.

The two organizations examined several possible candi=-
dates. In light of the ossurances given us, we abandoned
the other candidates in favor of Arlete Vieira da Silvo,
who wos presented to us by the comrodes of the PRT as

a militant whase whole life hod been dedicated to strug-
gle against copitalist exploitation and the oppression

of the dictatorship of Salazor and Caetanc,

However, our responsibilities to the workers led the LCI
to initiate @ check on the past of the proposed condi-
date. Although these inquiries were concluded belatedly,
with a delay relative to the responsibilities incumbent
upon us, they permitted us to draw the conclusion that
Arlete Vieira da Silva neither possesses the past nor
meets the minimum conditions that would permit her to
be the intrarsigent defender of o program of unity and
independence of the workers movement, of the program
that we insist on defending in the presidential campaign.

For this reason, the LC| withdraws its support to the
candidacy of Arlete Vieira da Silva, hoping that our
comrades of the PRT will take the same position.

Since we have not completely clarified the couses and
motives that determined the behavior of Arlete da Silva,
the LCl will continue to carefully study all the political
implications of this situation.

In assuming the only serious revolutionary attitude bg=-
fore all the workers and all the comrodes who supperted
us in the process of presenting the candidate, the LCI
is conscious of the slanderous use the bourgeoisie and
the reactionary forces will attempt to make of these
avents, We reaffirm that the full wuth will be told to
the workers and that we will not permit the bourgesisie
to make use of this fact to attack the workers forces,
divide the toilers, and isclote the revolutionaries,

Finally, the LCl calls the attention of all the warkers
to the danger of the election of Ramalho Eones, the
president that the bourgeoisie wants to impose on the
workers movement, proclaiming his victory aven before
the vate has token place. A victory for Ramalhe Eanes
could result only from the division and lack of decision
of the workers parties. We call upon all the workers or=
ganizations to assume their responsibilities in the battle
to defeat the bourgeois condidaotes, a battle that we
have already begun and will continue. ]
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On May 23 Henry Kissinger arrived in Stockholm for
valkes with the Swedish Social Democratic government,
~ame hours before his arrival, 13,000 people demon-
strated in the sireets of the city demanding "Turn Kissin=-
ger away | " This mass demarstration was the result of a
three=week compaign by an action commitiee composed
of more than forty orgonizations.

K issinger is the highest American official ever to visit
Sweden. His visit must thus be seen a1 @ turn in diplo-
matic relations bafween the American and Swedish gov-
ernments. Tersion between the two has been high since
1968 because of the Swedish government’s position an
the Vietnam war, a tension that was indicated by the
withdrawal of the American ambassador from Steckholm
on several occosions,

But these problems were not ot all in evidence during
the meeting between Kissinger and Prime Minister Olof
Palme. Instead, Kissinger declared that relations be-
tween the two countries are now good and on the right
keel. Since the foreign pelicy of the Swedish govern~-
ment has not changed, this represents o change in the
attitude of the American government.

What is the reason for this visit and for Kissinger's in-
dication of a changed relationship to the Swedish Social
Democracy on the part of U.5. imperialism? With the
mounting social contradictions in Europe and the ripen—
ing of prerevelutionary and revolutionary situations in
southern Europe, American imperialism i seeking new
means by which to intervene politically, since for the
time being Washington finds itself deprived of the pos-
sibility of using military force against a revelution in
any West European country. It is wi thin this counterrey=
slutionary optic that Kissinger considers Tt useful to es-
tablich closer and friendlier relations with Olof Palme.
The important role Palme played last year in rallying
the support of European Social Democracy fo the Portu=
guese Soclalist party, which gave increased cradibility
to Soares's counterrevelutionary policy, is an indication
of this.

“FURN KISSINGER AWAY"”
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Second, the Swedish government con acthasan informa-
Vion and contact link between the U.5. government
and the governments of some semicolonial countries and
workers states. This was clearly stated by Kissinger:
"We agree an many fields, On other fields we can ex-
change important information thanks to the Swedish pol-
icy of neutrality, which allows Sweden to talk with
many countries with which we cannat.” This was even
demonstrated during the visit itself, os Palme delivered
a message from Fidel Castro that the Cuban troops would
be withdrawn from Angola in the near future.

The leaders of the Social Democracy are more than will=
ing to play this role, But it causes some problems with
the left of the party, as was ironically indicated by
Kissinger himself, who commented, “| hope, Mr. Prime
Minister, that | don't get you in trouble if 1 say that
we have had o very friendly discussion. " Before Kissin=-
ger's arrival the Social Democratic leaders tried to play
down the importance of the visit, Aftonbladet, the
largest Social Democratic newspaper, for example,
asked, "Who is afraid of Kisinger any longer? " saying
that he it an his way out and that his visit was com=
pletely unimportant.

The 13,000 people who demonstrated against the MNobel
Peace Prize winning war eriminal and demanded that

the government turn him away showed that they did not
accept these Social Democratic arguments. In foct, the
visit gave rise to the broodest united action ever held

by the left in Sweden, involving nearly all the organi-
zations and solidarity committees left of the Social De-
mocracy . |t was important, for example, that the 5,000~
member Swedish Harbor Union, which has been boycolt=
ing all ships from Chile since March 1, 1976, candemned
the government for receiving Kisinger and urged sup-
port to the demonstration. The anly groups that refused
to participate in the united action were the Maoist
Swedish Communist party and some smaller groups around
it. They prefered instead to organize a separale contin-
gent "against the super powers’; only 1,000 people par-
ticipated .




: ISRAEL

TOWARD

BRUTAL
REPRESSION

\. by MICHEL WARSHAWSKY

One of the most important elements on which the lsraeli
government had bosed its policy In the territories oc-
cupied since 1967 was the opparent passivity of the in-
habitants of this territory, especially the Palestinians

of the West Bank. The weakness of mass struggles in the
West Bank between 1959 and 1974 and in the Gaza Strip
after 1971 enabled the Zionist regime to make big speeches
sbout the "libeml" chardeter of its cccupation and the
alleged acceptance of that occupation by the Palestinians.
At first glance, it often could have seemed that the pop-
ulation in the occupied territories did not support the
resistance movement and that this movemant could neither
speck nor act in their name.

It must be noted, in the first place, that the low level
of struggles in the West Bank was not at all the result
of any allegedly liberal occupation, but on the contrary

of the effective repression imposed immediately after
the occupation began in June 1967 and above all of the
demoral ization brought on by the defeat of the Arab re~
gimes in the 1967 war, It was precisely the later polit-
ical successes of these Arab states against the Zionist
state that were to induce a deep change within the oc~
cupied Palestinion population, These successes were fo
enable the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) to
make some not negligible diplomatic breakthroughs,
which in turn served to catalyze new mobilizations in
the territories occupled since 1967, Thus, it is no acci=
dent that each wave of mass mobilization in the West
Bank during the past two years has been linked to the
PLO' diplomatic offersive (Arafat at the United Na-
tions, Security Council discussion on Palestine, etc.).

Failure of Israeli policy

The racist sentiment of superiority thathas charac terized
the whole of lsmeli policy since Jupe 1757 was also
felt in the manner in which the Zionist outhorities dealt
with the occupation. It was corsiderad "normal® that
the Arabs should passively submit te lsraeli demination;
it was "natural" that sconer or later they would accept
the cccupation. It was for this reason that the cccupa-
tion forces were not at all prepared to confront the up-
rising in the West Bank, just as the Zionist army was
not prepared to confrant the Arab military offensives
when the October War broke out three years ago. This
is what explains the lsraeli failures in the occupied ter-
ritories, both politically (the latest municipal elections,
for example) ond from the standpoint.of pure repression.

It is elear that lsraeli pelicy hos failed on all flelds,
The elections, which according to Prime Minister Rabin
and Minister of Defense Pares were supposed to permit
an accelerated integrmation of the West Bank through the
regime's project of "self-administration, " become trans=-
formed into a plebiscite agalnst the Zionist cccupation
itself. Motorious collaborators like Sheikh Khalil did
not even make any gestures to respond to the voters and

Far=right Zionist demonstration in eccupled West Bank,
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in most of the large towrs of the West Bank — MNablus,
Hebron, Ramallah, el-8ireh — the slates of the MNational
Front were elected. In reality, these slates were coali-
tions that more or less openly claimed allegionce to the
PLO. 1t is obvicus that after such electoral results the
plan for self-odministration has to be scrapped. But it
has alse turned cut that the repressive measures have
lost much of their effectiveness, The wave of strikes

and demanstrations that mobilized the whole of the West
Bank has now losted for more than three months. Even
the most optimistic forces hod nat expected this,

The sccupation forces spared no effort in frying to put
an end to this mass movement: hundreds of preventive
arrests, days and doys of curfews, requisition of shops
onsirike, and, above all, unprecedented violence in
dispersing demonstrators. In the space of two months,
the occupation forces murdered twelve people. But
nefther the curfew nor the murders broke the combativity
of the inkabitants of the West Bank. On the contrary,
each new murder, each new repressive measure (for ex-
ample, the tramsformation of the Casbah of Mablus into
a ghetto closed by iron gotes) provoked new demonstm-
'ians more or less in solidarity with the resistance move=
ment {as well as the systemotic oppearance of Palestinian
flags and increasingly radical slogans) .

It is thus not surprising that in face of the failure of the
present palicy in the occupied territories, a debate has
broken out omang lsraeli leading circles over what new
repressive meosures to kake. For the most part, the vari-
ous alternatives turn oround techniques of repression,
whether to use lead bullets or rubber ones, clubs or tear
gos, systematic curfews or ottempts to institute o so-
called normalization in the cities of the West Bank . The
argument of the “liberals” is typical: "Deadly bullets
domage |srael's alreody tarnished image and are ineffec-
tive," A whole liberal program. As against this "Zion-
ist left, " the right demands an accentuation of repres-
sion, that blood flow whenever necessary. And the right
odds o new element fo its strategy, on element that was
rarely expressed openly until recently: massive expulsion
of the Palestinians, and in some cases, even a mossive
transfer of population beyond the borders of Palestine.
For the moment the government has opted for attempts at
narmalization. It hos withdrown most of its military forces
fram Mablus and Ramallah and has dismantled the iron
gates of the Casbah. The curfew has been suspended in
exchange for the agreement of the municipal councils

to try to put an end fo the mobilization. But this retraat
on the part of the occupation forces is seen by the popu-
lation as o victory and will certainly entail new mobili-
zations,

Limits of the mobilization

As significant and militant as the latest mobilizations
in the West Bonk have been, their perspectives remain
limited and are narrowly dependent on the development
of the Palestinian resistance cutside the borders of the
Zionist state. The lack of independent perspectives for
the struggles of the Palestinian population under Zionist
. occupation on the other side of the "green line" (the
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pre=19467 state borders) is the direct comsequence of the
specific forms taken by the Zionist colonization in Pales-
tine: destruction of Palestinian society through the ex-
pulsion of the majerity of the indigenous population and
their disparsion throughout various Amb countries. Since
1967 the center of the Palestinian national liberation
movement has been located in the refugee comps in
which the various orgonizations of the resistance arose
ard in which mest of the Fighters have been recruited.

It is these armed organizations of the resistonce thot
have waged the struggle against the lsraeli cccupier,
thus permitting the weakness of the struggle of the masses
in the cccupied territories to be ameliorated somewhat.

But the resistance movement tself has been unable to
develop independent perspectives, because of the speci-
fic conditions in which 1t hos hod to woge its struggle
and, above all, becouse of its dependerce on the vori-
ous Arob regimes. The petty-bourgeois leadership of the
resistance has chosen not to base [tself on the mobilizo-
tion of the toiling masses of the Arab countries and no!
to link its struggle to that of the workers against their
own bourgeoisie. On the contrary, this leodership has
chosen political and financial support from the Amb re-
gimes in exchange for the "noninterference” of the re-
sistance in the internal affairs of the various Arab coun=
tries.,

The events of Black September in Jordan in 1970 and

of the current civil war in Lebanan have clearly demon-
strated that the policy of noninterference was not only
erroneous but even absurd. The very existence of the
resistance in the various Arob countries represented in-
terference in the internal affoirs of these states and
permanent threat to the existing regimes, In order to
preserve ifs very existence the resistance was compelled
to struggle against the bourgecis regimes, for whom the
dismantling of the resistance, or at least a serious limi-
tation on its freedom of oction, was a necessity; the
anly altemative was fo increasingly occept the Diktats
of these regimes.

Thus, in an opparently paradoxical fashion, the future
of the mobilization of the Palestinian population in the
West Bank is being played out in Lebanon; that future

is tied to the cutcome of the civil war in Lebanen. Inas-
much as everything suggests that the majerity of the
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PLO leadership will opt for 6 new compromise with the
bourgeois Arab stotes (new rapprochement with Egypt,
discussions betwean Amafat and Assad), it seems that the
outcome of the recent mobilizations will be found in

. . . Gepeva. But the resistance will come to the nego-
tating table in Geneva weokened by the eivil war in
Lebanon and further weokened by the accords that will
finally end that war. The PLO will probably attend un-
der the auspices of one or several of the Arab regimes
and will probably find itself focing the establishment of
a Palestinion state in the West Bank under conditions
much worse than those the revolutionary Marxists and
the Palestinian organizations of the Rejection Front pre-
dicted nearly three years ago.

The Israeli “peace plan”

Although the integration of the PLO into the American
peace plan does not seem to pose too many problems,
the same is pot true of the integration of the Zionist
state. The lsraeli regime continues to refuse to consider
withdrowal from the West Bank or negotiations with the
PLO. Mevertheless, as all ebservers have noted, new
American pressure will be exerted on the leaders of the
Jewish state after thea American presidential elections.

The probability of a new U.5. diplomatic offersive, the
confrontation with a mass civilian resistonce in the oc-
cupied territories, and the divisions provoked by the
wildcat "unauthorized" colonizotions organized in the
West Bark by the Zionist far right have combined fo per-
mit a certain clarification of the Zionist government's
plons for the West Bank, The overall project provides
the framework of the "compromise” the Zionist leaders
are prepored to accept in regard to the future of the
West Bank. This Israeli "peace plan® is in foct not new.
In effect it amounts to the old Allen Plan, bitterly de=-
bated more than six years ago. The Allon Plan was never
officially adopted by the govemment, but the map of
the Zionist colonies established in the West Bank since

1967 Is clearer than any official communiqué, There is

a line of celonies along the Jordan River, a cluster of
colonies in the areas around Jerusalem, Ramallah, and
Bethlehem, and a corridor of new colonies that is to link
Jerusalem to the pre-1967 lsraell territories in the Jordan
Valley.

What will be the results of such e plan for the Zionist
leaders? The complete sccupation of Palestine with the
exception of two Arcb enclaves, one in Judea, the other
in Samaria, themselves linked to Jordan through the
Jericho corridar, What is involved here is clearly o proj=
ect for the South Africanization of Palestine, with the
creation of astote (an "Arohistan") enjoying o strictly
relotive outonomy, politically dependent on bath Jor-
dan and the Zjonist state. Such is the plan for o "Pales-
tinian state" that the Zionist leaders are prepored o
accept. It is not in contradiction with the process of
Zionist colonization; on the contrary, it is fully inte~
grated into the process of this colonization.

This plan also indicates what are the limits of the con-
cesions the Jewish state is prepared to make in the con-
text of o peoce treaty. The only element that has not
been taken into consideration is whether the Arab re-
gimes and the Palestinian leadership will occept this
plan or not. Inasmuch as all signs are that they will not,
the lsroell "peace plon" loses Its reason for existence
and the key to the present "peoceful solution" must once
again be sought in Washington. For the lsraeli gendarmes
of imperialism in the Arab East, there has always been

a controdiction between their own expansionist projects
and the overall objectives of their imperialist patron,
And in the Final analysis, it is the pressure brought to
bear by the latter that will determine the fate of the oc-
cupied West Bank,

In the meantime, the Zionist bastion is hardening its
attitude. |n spite of certain temporary retreats, wha!
must now be expected is o hardening of repression bath
in the occupied territories and within the pre-1947 bor-
ders. There will be not only an intersification of offi=
cial repression, but also o strengthening of tendencies
and groups of fascist ideology which will often assume
cerfoin repressive tasks that the govemment is not yet
prepared to undertake. For the moment, the authorities
have no interest in seeing o proliferation of portisan
initiatives ogainst the Amab population and the forces
of the left, but it would be utopian to balieve that the
policy of systematic murders by the repressive forces in
the West Bank and in Galilee foces big dissent among
the |smeli=Jewish population. It is thus that one must
understand the viclence of the lotest demonstration of
right=wing students at the University of Jerusalem, who
for the First time used arms (brass knuckles and elubs)

to disperse a demonstration of the Union of Arab Stu-
dents against repression in the West Bank. When cold
blooded murder goes on in Nablus and Romallah, there
is no longer any hesitation about killing elsewhere. And
it will not be long before shots are fired at the Univer-
sity of Jerusalem or Tel Aviv. Such is the eriminal logic
of colonial repression ard such i the roed down which
the Zionist state is heading today.
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For some monthe naw the situation in Combodio has been
the object of an intense anticommunist slonder campaign
in several countries. According to the American weekly
Time, o regime of pure terror hos been established since
the v‘u;iar'.' of the "Khmers Hdugﬁi“: "entire '\.'il-lﬁgﬂi
massacred, victims tied together and buried alive by
bulldozers, . ..
For Frangois Ponchaud(1), writing in Le Monde, Time's
estimate of the number of deaths one year after the |Tb-
emation of Phrnom Penh (500, 000) is apparently too mod-
st, for he puts forward the figure of B0O, 000, In a des-
sier prepared for press distribution, Ponchaud tried to
"ghed light" on the "Realpalitik" of the Cambodian
leaderhip by quoting a Khmer Rouge who s said to have
declarad that "if anly 20, 00D youth are left in Cam-
bodia, thenwe will reconstruct the new Cambodia with
those 20,000 youthl" The escalation of casualty figures
was continued by the Mew York Times, which announced
one million dead, and by Newsweek, which blithely
upped the ante ta a million ond a half. One year of the
new regime is said to have cost the Curra:ndaup_pupulaa-

tion as much as hw__-u_reurs of the ﬁ.mﬁrrcun war and the

massive bOI'_I‘th_II'lg The Western press has no fear of fig-

rivers of blood in the irrigation canals, "

The almest tatal silence of the Camboedian leadership
ond the closing of the country’s borders facilitate the
fueling of this broad compaign of slander. But this does
not mean that the slander does not axist or that it does
not take crude forms, Here are some examples token
from the French press,

The weekly Paris-Match published a series of photographs
entitled "Terror in Cambodia, * which were later repro-
duced on television. These photographs, it was said,
"hod been taken by o refugee.” But in fact they had
already been published in Thai Rath, a Bangkok daily,
which indicated that they hod been taken from the Thai
side of the border with o telescopic lense. One of these
photographs showed a small gathering. Thai Rath cloimed
it was a "scene af palitical indectrination" {cited by

the Paris daily Libération, April 22, 1974). In Paris-
Match it became o "collective marriage” in which young
girls were being "given" to meritorious fighters. The
May 24 Figaro, a Paris daily, published a photograph

of a woman lying on the ground, "taken clandestinely

in April 1975 by an inhabitant of Phnom Penh." With

a wealth of detail, Figarc explained how this woman

had been killed by a soldier of the liberation army. But



a check of this photograph (Libération, May 28} indi-
coted that in foct it bad been faken in 1974 by an Agence
France-Presse photographer in a different ploce. And

the woman was not dead, but lying on the ground cry-
ing; @ second photograph showed her standing again.
Meither Figaro nor AFP offered any explanation.

The slander campaign is based essentially on the testi-
mony of refugees, most of whom have gone to Thailand.
Here again, their testimony, while sometimes incerest-
ing, must be regarded with more prudence than seems
to be the usual practice. On April 18 Le Monde, a news-
paper with a reputation for sericusness and objectivity,
published the dramatic testimony of len Ssuvannar], o
refuges. This some refuges hod been interviewed by

the Bangkok correspondent of Le Monde upon his arrival
in Thoiland (see Le Monde, MNovember 8, 1975}, and
had offered o considembly less bloody version than the
one he wrote several manths later, This i& not the first
time that Bangkok has utilized "disinformation” fo such
ends. The refugee camps, in which atroclty staries are
peddied from mouth to mouth and become inflated in
the process, and in which the Thai, American, and
French secret services are extremely active, offeran
extremely favorable milieu for the manipulation of in-
formation, The slander campaign clearly exists,

How con truth be sorted from lies given the slander cam=
paign on the one hand ard the silence of the Cambadian
leadership on the other? [t is impossible to draw up a
real balance-sheet on the choices made by the Khmer
Reuge leadership since the victory of the revolution on
April 17, 1975. One con merely advance hypotheses
and attempt to mise some problems, using as the basis
of analysis the orientation of the Khmers Rouges as it is
expressed in the rare official documents and the collec-
tive information amsembled through monitoring Radio
Phnam Penh and reading the accounts of refugees pub-
lished by F. Ponchaud, whem it is difficult to accuse
of excessive tenderness toward the new regime,(2) We
may thus relocate the present problems in the history of
the Combodian revelution and of the Cambodian Com-
munist leadership,

The option for autarky

The evacuation of the population of Phnom Perh by the
FUNK shortly ofter the city's liberation was partially
explained by conjunctural reasons. There was famine.
The channels of tronsportation, which hod been destroyed,
did not allow for rapid resupply, and inany event the
previously liberated zones were not capable of providing
sufficient food for this mass of population (at least 30
percent of the total population of the country), who had
previously been fed by the American aerial bridge. The
::Jiny seasan was on its way, and everybody had to pro-
Ce.

But these conjunctural reasons did not in themselves ex-
plain either the scope of the displacement of the popu-
lation or the forms it took. The distrust of cadres and
soldiers emerging from the peasaniry for Phrom Penh,

a parasitic and corrupt ity if ever there was one, came

through in the attitude of the FUNK fighters upan their
entry Into the Cambodian capital, In the words of o
"political commissar" recorded by F, Ponchaud on April
18, 1975: "The people have to learn dbout the grain

of rice. It is in sweoting fo clean it, sow it, plant it,
and harvest it that man learns the real value of things,
.« The ciby is bad, not the people; becouse the peo-
ple can be reformed, but not the city. It s in the city
that you find money and corruption. " Beyand the anec-
date, what we see here is also the problem of the choices
and development priorities of the Khmer Rouge leader-
ship, posed in crude terms by the forced exodus of the
urban pepulation.

The watchword of the orientation of the Combedion Com-
munists today is "independence and sovereignty."” Their
project for the economic restructuring of the country is
an attempt to realize this independence immediately.
"Qur people, workers and peasants, " declared Vice-
Prime Minister leng Sary, ". . . ore wedded to their
position of being independent ond sovereign, of count=
ing on their own strength, of being master of the coun-
try and of their own destiny,” (Speech of April 17, 1976,
tramslation by the GRUNK mission in Parls.) To be sure,
it is necessary to get the factories running again, but

in grder ho reduce the need for foreign oid the occent
hos to be placed on the search for self-sufficiency in
food and the creation of an exportable rice surplus os-
suring the future reentry of currency and permitting an
upturn of foreign trade, The essential part of the work
force must consequently leave for the countryside and
participate in hydmulic devalopment. "If we have
dikes," declared Rodio Phnom Penh on February 21,
1976, "we will have water. |If we have water, we will
have rice. |f we bave rice, we will be oble to hove
everything. "

Ta this project of ecanomic development — search for
self-sufficiency Tn food by relying on the country's own
forces, creation of an exportable surplus and reéentry

of currency, controlled priming of foreign trade — there
carresponds o political orientation that is fiercely na-
tionalistic. In official speeches, of course, the very
general assertion of the need for international solidarity
remairs. "The revolution of Kampuchea (Camboadia) can=
not be divorced from the revelutionary movemants of

the world, " declared leng Sary in his speech. But the
present leitmotiv is quite different, to judge by the
speeches of the president of the FUNK in France during
the commemoration of the first annjversary of the vic-
tory. He declared: "Our people and our revolutionary
army are determined . . . to defend the territorial jn-
tegrity of the country at all cests, its waterways and
land, its maritime borders, its islands, its air space,
against any agaressor, large or small, coming from: near
or far." And he drew the bolonce-sheet of the anti-
imperialist struggle without once mentioning the com=
mon fight of the Vietnamese and Laotian peoples! There
is naw a border dispute between Cambodia and Vietnom,
and everything suggests that Vietnam is in fact the "near
country” referred to here.
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The sffort at production the FUNK has imposed on the
population was in part mode necessary by the state of
ruin in which the United States had left the country.
The 1973 bombing, when Washington concentrated the
whole of its |ndochina air force on Cambodio, was fer-
ribly devastating, The figures on the destruction of the
economic infrostructure now advanced by the GR UMK
are extramely high. But this excessively intense effort
wos also mode necessary by the Khmer Rouge leader-
ship's choice of autarkic development. A different cholce
was possible, one that would have permitted much more
progressive measures of reconstruction fo be token and
would ha e aveided the organization of the population
i the form of an army in the countryside. That choice
was to have relied on Indochinese development, thus
fostering trade with and aid from the bureaucratized
workers stntes, |n oddition, certain judicious options
of trade with the capitalist countries could even have
basn envisaged.

The nationalist retreat

\he orientation of the Cambodian Angkar (the "organi-
zatlon") in foct sanctions the breakup of the Indochinese
revolutionary front that had been formed during the war.
This nationalist retreat is one of the central problems
with which the Indochinese revolutions are now con=
franted. 1t has roken particularly sharp forms in Cam=
bodia., To understand this, it is necessary fo go back

to the histary of these leaderships.

The first Khmer Communists were members of the Indo=
chinese Communist party, within which they, along
with the Laotions, were a small minority comparad with
the Vietnamese, During the 19305, the progrom of this
party called for o strongly integrated Indochinese revo-
lution leading fo the “Union of Soviet Republics of In-
doching, " as it was put in the draft resolution on work
amang ethnic minorities submitted to the 1935 congress
of the French Communist party. The right of the Laotian,
Khmer, and Montagnard minoritias to determine their
gwn future, up to and including state separation, was
recognized at that time. But the full measure of the na-
tional aspect of the liberation struggle had apparently
not yet been completely grasped. \ietnam, Loos, and
Cambodia were united by French domination and later
by the American intervantion. But they remained pro=
foundly different in sociceconomic structure, self-con-
sciousness, culture (Sino=Confucion in one cose, Indo-
Buddhist in the others); and civilization. MNaw, the re-
affirmation — or affirmation — of o national identity
against imperialism wos to be one of the essential motar
forces of the revolutionary upsurge. The revolutions had
o be Vietnamese, Cambodion, and Laotian before they
could be Indochinese, The turn of the Communist move=
ment on this question began in 1941 with the creation
of the Vietminh (which was Vietnamese) and led in 1951
to the formation of three different Communist parties:
the Workers party of Vietnam, the Pecple's Revolutionary
party of Laos, and the Khmer Communist party. MNever-
theless, the leading nucleus of each of these three por-
ties had come out of the Indochinese Communist party.
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The historical links among them were clase. A twofald
break, political and generational, was later to occur
in the case of Cambodia.

The bull of the present leaders of the Khmer Rouge did
not experience the first anti-French resistance. In 1954
the Cambodian Communists, overshodowed by Sihanouk,
were the first to be sacrificed by the Geneva Accords
and the machinations of the great pawers. While the
Laotian revolutionaries were able to withdraw to two
provinces in the northeast and while the Vietnamese
won the formation of the Democratic Republic of Viet=
nam, the Khmers hod to go underground or seek exile

s North Vietnom.  Sen Ngoc Minh and the bulk of
the Cambodian Communist cadres seem to have gone 1o
the DRV . The lesser known militants probably remained
tn Cambodia and some cadres, ameng them the represen=
tatives of the left of the Khmer lssarak resistance to the
Geneva Accords, founded the Pracheachon (Party of
the People). The militants who remained in Combodic
assured the permanence of the inactive guerrilla base
(and probably <till do), while the second layar of codres
now occupy posts of secondary responsibility. Sien An,
for example, became ambassadar to Hanoi and Keo Meos
ombassador to Peking.

Most of the members of the present government whose
palitical histories are known became Communists during
the 1950 in France, where they were pursuing their
studies. This is notably the case for Hou Youn (former
planning minister of the GRUNE, who seems to have
bean killed in the fighting in 1975}, Son Sen (vice-
minister of defense), leng Sary |vice-prime minister and
minister of foreign affairs), Mai Mann (who led the re=
sistance inside Phnom Perh), Khieu Samphan (president
of the presidium), and Saloth Sar (one of the major lead-
ers of the party). These people joined the French Cam-
munist party and became leaders of the Khmar Students
Assaciation. It wos during this peried that Hou Youn
wrote his university thesis-on the Khmer peasantry and
K hieu Samphan his thesis on the industrial izotion of
Caombodia.

Sihanouk and Khieu Samphan.




Upon returning to Phnom Penh, sometimes by way of
Hano!, these militants integrated themselves into the
political life of the capital, along with other militants
such as Hu Nim (now minister of information). In 1962
the Procheachon was hit by repression. MNong Suon, its
secrefary gereral, and thirteen other militant: were or-
résted and sentenced to death, During the fellowing
year a large number of intellectuals and militants disap~
peared from Phnom Penh to aid in the rearganization of
guerrilla centers, These included leng Sary, Son Sen,
Saloth Sar, leng Thirith (minister of social affairs and
wife of leng Sary), and many others. In 1967 in the
province of Battambang, where the Communist trodition
is strong and the concentration of land ownership more
advanced than elsewhere in the country, a peasant up=
rising broke out. Sihanouk lounched an anticommunist
campaign and three deputies, Hou Youn, Hu Nim, and
Khisu Samphan, in turn joined the guerrillas. From that
paint on, the "Khmer Rouge" guerrilla movement was
to experience importont advances, up te the time of tha
Lon Nol coup of March 18, 1970,

Thus, it is a rather homogeneous team that fook the |ead-
ership of the internal resistance and ropidly won hegem-
ony within the FUNK ogainst the Sihanoukists. By the
time the victory coma, Sihanouk held no longer but @
shadow of power.(3) In December 1975 the "National
Congress of Representatives of the People" met. On Jan-
vary 5, 1976, o new comstitution was promulgated, the
monarchy was officiolly abolished, and the birth of
"Democratic Kampuchea” was proclaimed . Elections to
the MNational Assembly were held on March 20; on April
2 Sihanouk "retired, " and on April & the government

of Pann MNouth, Sihanouk's prime minister, resigned.
Power was in the hands of the Angkar-Khmer Rouge.

Mast probably, the abandonment of the 1935 program
and the pationalist reireat of Cambodian Communism are
explained by o combination of several elements: the
awokening of Khmer nationalism in the course of the |ib-
eration struggle; the political trouma of Geneva in 1954
and the abandoning of the struggle by the Stalinist
bureaucracy; the much more pronounced tumaver in
generations than in Lacs or Vietnam (in spite of the main-
tenanca of @ certain continuity) . In the absence of a rev=
olutionary development in Thailand, the largest country
of Southeast Asia, a close alliance with Vietnom pre-
sented cerlain cbjective dangers: 7 or 8 million Cam-
bodiars compared with 50 million Vietnamese, greater
socioeconomic bockwardness of Cambodia, But these dan-
gers were less serious than those entailed for the Cam-
bodian revelution by the forced course and oufarkic re-
treat decided on by the leadership of the Angkar, Indeed,
it is difficult to conceive of the economic development
of Cambodia outside the regional framework at least.

The harnessing of the Makong River, for example, con

be accomplished only on the basis of an Indochinese pol-
icy tightly linked to Vietnam, Loos, and in the future,

if the Thai revolution is successful, Thailand. Only such
regional cooperation can permit intemational trade with
any balance at all and can prevent the social costs of de-
velopment from rising too high.
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AMBODIA

leng Sary (right)

“Radieal’ measures

The measures taken just ofter the victory were radical.
“The state of Kompuchea is o state of the workers, peos-
ants, and other tollers of Kampuchea, " declares Article
| of the constitution, Article Il states: "All the impor-
tant mears of production are the collective property of
the people's state ond the collective property of the pec-
ple in commen.” The immediate nationalization of all
the lord wos perhaps not the sharpest measure. Tradi-
tianally, the lond hod been the property of the king,
who leased it on o usufruct basis for cultivation, The
privatization of the land introduced by colonization
was imposed only relatively. But money was abolished
and the requisition of goods wos carried out administra-
tively, through distribution, and sometimes, it appears,
through barter among enterprises,

The main feature of the orientation of the Khmer Rouge
leadership appears in this odministrative and bursoucratic
organization of society. The population is organized in
military fashion in the countryside in order to gssure the
relaunching of production. The asserted objective is the
quantity of food production, "to build the most dikes
possible as ropidly as possible before the rainy season.
.« « Mext year we will odd to and fortify these dikes."
(Rodio Phnom Penh, Januvary 10, 1976.) It is necessary
“to cover all Kampuchea with o network of dikes and
canals cutting the country at right angles so as to fill

the country with o checkerboard of rice paddies." (Radio
broadcast of Februory 21.) We must "not choose grain
like rich pecple who want goed rice but like poor peo-
ple who are trying to get a lot of rice." (Broodcost of
January 15.) Everything for rapid and mossive produc-
tion.

The initial results of the effort engoged seem rather im-
pressive. Cambodio Is naturally sulted to agriculture,
but it was one of the countries in Southeost Asio with
the lowest productivity of labor. And food shortages,
bordering on famine, prevailed just after the victary,
All observers today agree in recagnizing that the harvest
of the end of 1975 and beginning of 1976 will be excep-
tional in quantity. The per capita rice ration, accard-
ing to Radia Phnem Penh, has been increased to 500
grams per day (slightly more than one pound) . Photo-
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graphs recently taken in several regions of Cambedie
depict a genuine tronsformation of the countryside by
hydraulic works. (Ses, for example, Wilfred Burchett's
article in the Moy 3-16 issue of Afrique-Asie.) Self-
sufficiency in food seems to have been achieved and

this result is far from nealigible in view of the conditions
into which the country had been plunged by the war.

A small transformation Industry has been reconstituted:
variows textiles, tires, bicycles, batteries, paints, gloss,
soap, paper, food products, cigarettes, wood cutting,
cement, and small ovens are the enterprises Rodic Phnom
Penh has mentioned.

This productive effort implies a turnabout in mentality
for @ population to whom this wark pace had been for-
eign. The change in mores also affects the family. Child=-
ren go to schocl, often far From their villages; young
bays and girls are organized into groups; marrioge re-
quests are no longer handled by parents, who no longer
have anything to say about them, but by the head of

the young women's group. Likewise, the former place

of women in society is tending to be shaken up by the
challenging of the traditional family and the regrpaniza-
tion of lober. Wamen have the right to ask men to marry
them and the state radio hails equaliny of labsr: "Whot
men can do women can do os well." (Broadcast of Feb=
rvary 11.)

On the odministrative and social level, new structures
have been established. Each level of aroanization seems
te be directed by a triumverate: the president, vice-
president, and secretary, Ten to fifteen families form

a "group" (krom), several groups a village (phum), then
a canton (khum), the president of which holds authority
on questions of repression (according to F. Panchaud),
then an drrendisement (srock), district (damlan), and
finally region (phumpheak), of which there are eight.
Cooperatives are also being set up, Their function and
organization is little known. In any case, there are dis-
tribution cooperatives and labor is organized collective-
ly. In foct, the uniform term "cooperative" seems

to be replacing the old “"solidarity production groups, "
"solidarity groups for dike construction and caonal dig-
ging, " and "mutual aid teams.” |n foct, it seems that
the "group" of ten families is nominally becoming the
cooperative and thot the "group of cooperatives" is
tending to replace the "village."

The omnipotence of the Angkar

But these radical measures seem to have been roken
through autheritarian displacement of population, ex-
cepting, perhaps, the population of the previously |ib-
erated zones, The bulk of the urban population has been
sent to clear new lond or to work sites. In the villages
the population has been organized into "three forces”:
The "First force" is composed of young unmarried people
more than Fourteen years old who can be sent away from
their villages in "mobile groups”; the "second force, "
composed of "middle aged" couples, is assigned to work
in the fields; the "third force, " aged persons, takes
care of the children and small-scale projects. Many

"work sites" hove been set up around conal digging and
dike construetion, Those mentioned by the state radio
include anywhere from 400-500 workers to 25,000, The
intensity of the work required and the pace of succes-
sive jobs in the fields or work sites appear to be quite
high.

In this context, the role of the mass organizations seems
very small, if not nonexistent, and the power of the
Angkar apparatus fatal. The elections to the National
Assembly, which designated 150 peasant represenmtives,
50 workers and other toilers, and 50 representatives of
the army, obviously had nothing to do with the reality
of power. The political structure of Kampuchea is sub-
stantially different from that of Vietnam, where the
mass organizations of the population have a different
weight and the Communist party a different tradition,
But while there has been authoritarian erganization and
bureaucratic constraint of the masses, there hes not
been, contrary to the allegations of the Western press,
massive physical liquidation.

To judge notably from the "dossien” of F. Panchoud,
"it does not seem that there were many summary execu-
Hans during the first days." The group executions that
were reported to have taken place, according to wit=
nesses, were essentially directed against noncommis-
siored officers of the puppet army, and this in an un=
even fashion according to region. The repression is said
to have been most severe in the regions of Battambang-
Siemreap. In other cases, the NCOs of the puppet amy
are taid to have been arrested and grouped into prison
camps. The degree of arbitrariness seems largely depen-
dent on the quality of the local orgonization. One so-
cial cotegory, that of officers and functionaries of the
puppet regime and the urban elite, was hit very hard,
although it is difficult today to drow a serious balance-
sheet of the repression that followed the victory. But
the bulk of the refugees did not fles ouf of terror, but
because of food shortoges and the intensity of labor re=
quired.,

“Fear of being eliminated, " Frangols Ponchaud has writ=
ten, "seems to have motivated the departure of the of-
ficers and functionaries of the old regime, but the mo=
tive most often mentioned by the other exiles is nat only
the extreme rigor of living and working conditions, but
obove all hunger and the small hope of seeing the basic
situation improve in the short run.” (Dossier of January
1976, p. 11.)

The fomine is not the wark of the Khmer Rouge. It was
barn in Phnom Penh under American domination. Amer-
ican documents estimate that 250 people were dying
each day in the Cambodian capital on the eve of |ibera-
tion, Washington estimated that the rupture of the aerial
bridge would result in the death of tens of thousands of
people during subsequent weeks. (Patrick Ruel in Libéro-
tion, April 18, 1976.) Those resporsible for the crush-
ing bombing of Cambod ia are the ones who are now wag-
ing the anticommunist compaign in the name of human
values,



CAMBODIAN VILLAGE destroyed by U.5. bombing.

It remains true that a serious social and political gop
probably opened up just after the liberation between

the Khmer Rouge leadership and o part of the population,
While April 17, 1575, probably meant greater well-
being for the population of the previcusly liberated
zones, it also meant exodus ond deportation under very
difficult conditions fer the population of the newly lib=-
erated zones, Sickness and undernourishment, it seems,
coused the death of many aged citizens, Under these
difficult conditions of the post-victory pericd, the dem-
otratic organization of the population would have bean
Endispnnsnb'ie_i“n preventing o palitical rupture From oc-
cuiting and Emlanging social tensions.

The democratic organization of the masses does nob exist
and the Angkar seems to hove developed the theory of
the "guiding party" more than any other Indochinese
mavemant. Omnipatent, the "revolutionary organiza-
tion" is also elusive, Its organizational boundaries, po=
litical pragram, and relationships to other bodies are
not clearly defined as, for example, in Viatnam. One
may, Itseems, assimilate the Angkar to the pelitico-
administrative apparatus of power. There is cerfainly

no cult of the personality and the constitution preaches
the “collective principle in the method of leadership
and work." But the aranymity of "the organization”
does no! guarontee fts democratic charocter, And the
affirmation of it guiding power goes beyond the whsti-
tutionist relations between the party and the masses that
prevail in the other Indochinese countries. This was
grossly expressed during the elections to the MNational
Azsambly, when the rodia wos able to announce: "To
thank the Angkar for the honor of being allowed to slect
deputies, all have resolved to press forward and develop
production. " (Broodeast of February 7.) "All the vie-
tories, ” declared leng Sory on April 17, 1975, "are
dus essantially to the far-seeing and comect |eadership
of our revolutionary organization.” [(Document of the
GRUMNE mission in Paris:)

Ornce again, in the absence of substantial and sure in-
formation, one is reduced to moking hypotheses. The
results obtained in one year, the existence of a move-
ment of retum o the country, illustroted by the recent
decloration of 127 Combodians, a number of tham for-
mer refugess, and the quolities monifested during the
IRe=ation struggle rule out moking hasty and definitive

judgments. But the very fact that the leademship of the
Angkar feels neither the need te respond more amply to
the ongoing campaign of denigration, nor even fo mora
clearly define its program; orientation, and projects;
provides a heavy dose of questions. It is to be feared
that the anonymity with which "the erganization" cloaks
itself serves aos a cover for the bureaucratic power of
local potentates and that the tests to which a part of
the population were subjected just after the liberation
may lastingly remove them from the revelution. From
the strict paint of view of economic development, which
seems to be the priority defined by the Khmer Rouge
leadership, the choice of maximum production will tend
to rapidly lower the growth rate, especially in view of
the authoritorian organization of labor. Indeed, it re-
quires a foo comsiderable effort on the part of the popu-
lation to be decepted for long. An optimum growth rate
must fake account of the real capacities of the mosses
for mobilization. Even the struggle against famine did
not necessarily require the brutality of "setting the ur-
ban masses to production.” An urgent request for aid
anrd an international campaign of solidarity would have
permitted the food crisis to have been eased ino dif-
ferent monner., The example of the Russian revolution
and the more recent example of the Lootian revelution
{after the clesing of the Thai barder) confirm this.

In spite of that, the Cambodion anticommunist action
movements seem extremely weak and absclutely depen-
dent on Thailand, Divided, each including several hun-
dred members at most, they act essentially From the
Thai side of the barder, What could have been the only
anticommunist guerrilla center of any degree of consis-
tency, in the Cardoman chain, seems to hove been ex=
tinguished. The border areas are frequently porous and
sparsely populated, which allows certain Journalists to
write reports about "onticommunist |Tberated zones, "
But these seem to be more gathering spots for smugglers
than popular centers of resistance to the new regime.
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FOCTNOTES:

1. Frangois Ponchaud, whe lived in Cambodia for
a long time, now works for "Echanges France-Asie" in
the framework of "foreign missions of Paris" (Cathalic).
This body publishes o series of dossiers on China, Vier=

nam, Cambodia, etc.

2. Dossier "Echonges Fronce=Asfe, " of January -
May 1976 (26 rue de Babylone, 75007 Paris), The quota-
tions from Rodio Phnom Penh without specific indication
of source come from this dossier. Tronslations of Radio
Phnom Penh broodcaosts, on essential source of informa-
tion, can also be found in the BBC bulletin "Summary
of World Broodcast, "

3. On the reasons for Sihanouk's influence and the
evolution of the relotionship of forces within the FUNEK,
see "Lo révolution combodgienne et le sibanoukisme, "
in Quatrig¢me Internationale, May/August 1973, and
INPRECOR, MNo. 14, November 28, 15974,
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