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ITALIAN

& THE
JUNE 20

ELEGTION

DOSSIER

FAR LEFT

Previous jssues of INPRECCR (MNe.51, May 13, and
MNo.52, May 27) have described the political context
in which the campaign oround the June 20 national elec=
tions is unfolding in Italy, We have likewise stressed
the impartance of the electoral grouping that has been
organized for these elections under the designation
Democrazia Proletaria (Proletarian Demeocracy). The
formation of this grouping falls within the framework of
a complex process of unification, recomposition, and
discussion now going on within the ltalion "revelution=
ary left, "

The electoral compaign being waged by the various com-
ponents of Democrazia Proletaria indicates the signifi-
cant audience that has been won by the Italian far left
since 1969, The electoral results will certainly confirm
this oudience. Two poles have taken shape within Demo-
crazia Proletaria ikelf, one compesed of the Organiz-

zazione Comunista Avanguardia Operafa (Workers Van-
guard Communist Organization) and the Partito di Unita
Proletario per il Comunisme (PDUP — Party of Proletar-
ian Unity for Cammunism), the other constituted by
Lotta Continua, In fact, comman meetings and octions
batween these two poles have been rather rare,

Democrazia Proletario was originally founded by Avan-
guardia Operaia and the PDUP. |t weae the designation
they gave ta their common slate in the regional and ad-
ministrative elections of dume 15, 1975, They thus claim
the paternity and legitimacy of DP. Lotta Confinug,
which is presenting its own condidates at the end of the
DP slate, hos thus placed itself in g position of "con-
flict-unity™ with the two organizations that constitute
the backbone of Democrazio Proletaria,



The political debate that has gone on in ltaly during
the electoral campaign is of great importance. It re-
Flects First of all the political evelution undergone by
the most significant organizations of what was called
several years ogo the "extraparliomentary left" in ltaly.
In oddition, this discussion shows that the depth of the
social and political crisis in ltaly, the potential for an
immenia resporse by the working closs, the development
and internal controdictions of the reformist parties —
the Partitc Comunista ltaliana (PCl — Htelien Commu-
nist party) and the Partito Sociclista Italiano (P51 —
Italian Socialist party) — and the initiative copocity

of the organizations now regrouped under the designa-
tion Democrazia Proletaria have combined to give rise
to o political situation that confronts all these organi=
zations with decisive questions of revolutionary strategy,
On many points the discussion toking shape within the
Italian far left is not o reproduction of the discussions
that have been initioted in France, Spain, or Pertugal,
but anticipates the sort of political confrentations that
will soon develop in these countries.

If only for this reason, an attentive examination and
critique of the positions enunciated by these arganiza-
tions It of considerable interest, While throwing inta
relief the value of the strategic responses offered by
revelutionary Marxists in the framewark of application
of their own theoretical heritage (dual power, workers
demacrocy, united front, efc.), such on examinction
and critique alss indicates the necessary precisions that
must be odvanced in face of the new revalutionary up-
surge now tending to develop insouthern Europe. Hence,
the discussion initiated in llly must be extended, as
broodly and publicly os possible, on an international
scale, The publication of the following dossier is an
initial, limited step in this direction.

While it is not our Tntention here to make a general
critigue of the positions now held by the groups of the
far left, nevertheless, in order to facilitote the reading
of the documents published below and to enable our
readers to situate them within the political evolution
of these groups, we will try very rapidly to describe
the conditiors under which the groups arose, their ini-
tial positions on some problems, and their present orga=
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nizational size. We cannot retrace their entire evolu=
tion, which has been linked to the development of the
social and political crisis in Italy, but this will have
to be done in the future.

We will draw the balance=-sheet of the election cam-
paign in the next issue of INFRECOR, when we will
analyze the results of the vote and their national and
international implicatiors. For the moment, we limit
ourselves to presenting the political positions that hove
bean developed during the most recent period by the
AD-PDUP ollionce, AD itself, Lotta Continua, and

the Gruppi Comunisti Rivaluzionari (GCR — Revolution-
ary Communist Groups; the ltalian section of the Fourth

LOIyTA
CONIHINUA

The First Bsue of a journal entitled Lotta Continua (Strug-
gle Continues) appeored on MNavember 1, 1969, The
journal began to appear regularly beginning on Movem=
ber 22, 1949, It was produced by the regroupment of o
fraction of the Potere Operaia (Workers Power) group

in Pisa {the heod of which was Gianni Sofri, presently
one of the leading members of LC) and many milTtants

of the student movement in Turin, Trente, the Catholic
University of Milan, and the Potere Operaia group in
Pavia.

Letta Continua came out of the spontanéist current, In
1949, for example, Sofri wrote: “The workers, students,
technicions, and peasants will come to develop o gen-
eral revolutionory consciousness on the basis of experi=
ence in strugale, which they will wage within their
class conditions, and on the basis of their capacity to
be the vanguard of this struggle. . . . IF they lose this
capacity, they can learn many things, but they will re-
main suspended in the void."

During the great lobor contract battles of the autumn

of 1949, Lotta Continua proposed a "cultural revelution
in the ltalion factories.” In the summer of 1570 the
group held its first congress. In one of the preparotory
documents of this congress, "Workers Independence, "
Sofri described the meaning of this concept, which oc=
cupled a central place in Lotta Continua's gereral con=
ceptions, in these terms: "It (workers independence) is
the explicit and radical rejection of wage lobor and the
laws that govern it . . . to damage production, abolish
material incentives tending fo link the workers to the
expansion of production, reject the economic and nor-
mative division, reject the measuring of work time and
poisonous working conditions, hours, shifts. . . . Pro-
duction Is the business of the employers; the crisls of
production is a political objective of the workers."




Independence was defined on another terrain as well,

It consists of "unmasking the counterrevolutionary role
of the trade unions and the parties represented in parlio-
ment, The trade union is the essential irstrument serving
to imprison the class struggle within the rules of the
functioning of capitalist development. " The PC| was
defined mainly os "the essential instrument for chan-
neling the anticapitalist struggle into rules of the gome
of bourgeais democrocy in order to preserve the system.”

Cre of the most significant themes pushed by Lotta Con~
tinua at the time was summed up in the formulo: “Let's
take the cltyl" Sofri explained {15 meaning as follows:
“This i not an infontile and provocative slogan, It is
not an irresponsible invitation to plunder or insurrection.
On the contrary, It is a strotegic program of formation
and consolidation of the proletarion vanguards within
the lopg=term revolutionory process. To toke the city
means o unite the proletarions beginning from their
furdamental needs, to bring them out of their isclation,
out of the poverty fo which the employers condemn them,
to moke them get used to discussing in the struggle, o
living as communists.”

Since that time, LC has experienced an important orga-
nizational growth, During its lost congress, in January
1975, 1t claimed 10, 000 members. According to one

of its leoders, Luigi Bobbis, "ofter first underestimating
the question of party building, we have since arrived

at a structure inspired by democratic centralism. " Stat-
utes were adopted during this congress which recognize
the "right of tendency, " but this is linked to the con-
ception "of the necessity that the orgonization be of-
facted by real contradictions that exist among the mosses.
The tendencies must thus reflect these controdictions.”
LC hos a base on a national scale in the major ltalian
factories (Fiat, Alfa-Romea, Pirelli, ltalsider, the chem-
ical complex of Parta Marghera), In the MNorth it is most
strongly represented in Turin, its "city of origin.” In

the South it has @ strong base in MNaples, where it plays
o leading role in the organization of the unemployed,

In addition, LC is growing In Sicily, where the PCI is
relatively weak.

Since 1972, the organization has hod a daily newspaper,
also called Latta Continua, of which it claims to sell
15,000 copies. It hos no theoretical review, |ts program=-
matic documents, as well as the main theoretical con-
tributions of its leaders, are published in the daily.

Luigi Bobbio explains: "LC is the organization of the
new vanguards that have emerged out of struggle and
that have discovered politics. LC has above all played
a rale in those factories that have in turn played a role
in breaking from the trode unions and revisionism (the
PCI)." Although still marked by its spontonéist origins,
LC has gone through a significant political evelution,
This has stimulated a process of rethinking both on vari=
ous theoretical themes linked to the history of the werk-
ers movement and on strategic and toctical questions
that are posed in Italy today. The documents of Lotta
Continua published below express the current positions
of the group and allow for grasping the evolution of

the erganization.

The Crganizzozione Comunista Avanguardia Operaia,
batter known simply as Avanguardia Operaia (AD —
Werkers Vanguard), arose in 1968 in Milan. A number
of Its founding members and present leaders came out

of the ranks of the Fourth International (Massimo Gorla,
Luigi Vineci, Silvio Corvisieri, and others). The organi-
zation is linked to an intervention in the Comitati Uni=
tarie di Base (CUB — United Rank-and-File Committees),
which arose in 1967-68 in several importont foctories

in northern Italy, especially in the Milan areo (the Pi-
relli foctory, ameng others).

In December 1968 the first fssue of the journal Avan-
guordic Operaia appeared; the second lssue was pub-
lished in May 196%. In 1971 AQ brought out a formightly,
which later became a weekly. By 1973 the weekly con=
served the name Avanguardia Operaio, while the theo-
retical review hod taken the name Politica Comunista,

The fist issve of Avanguardia Operaia in 1968 announced
o fusion between Avanguardia Operaia of Milan, the
Circolo Lenin of Mestre, and the Circale Rosa Luxem-
burg of Venice. Since then, AQ, which ploces imelf
within the "Leninist ambif, " hes odopted o systematic
policy of unitary work aimed at fusion with various local
or regional organizations, among them the Centro di
Coerdinamente Campanc and, above all, the Collettive
Lenin of Turin. Although AQ's preponderant weight is

in the North, in the regions of Milan and Venice among
others, it does have o base on a national scale,

For the post two years, AD has conducted special uni=
tary work with the PDUP, with the perspective of o
fusion that is intended to occur in the relatively near
future. This year's electoral sccord; like the one around
the June 1775 elections and the platforms signed jointly
by AQ and the PDUP, are presented by AQ as falling
within this perspective. The document below signed by
four organizations — AC, PDUP, the Movement of Wark-
ers for Sociolism, ond the Leagus of Communists — re-
flects the political axis around which the current rap-
prochement is occurring.

With a view toward o "process of unification of revelu=-
tionaries, " Lotta Continua hos proposed a "comstituent
congress of revolutionaries.” AQ has responded as fol-
lows: "It is necessary alse to see the positive evolution
of LC. On more than one cccosion we have criticized
the difficulty or inability of LC to define iis relations
with the reformists and above all with the trade unions,
not only in terms of struggle, but also in terms of the




common comtruction of anticapitalist movements . . -
Recently, in the course of the electoral campaign, LC
has made o rectification, manifesting @ willingness to
go into the unions, 0 comprehersion of the palitical
struggle developing wi thin them, and o willingness to
adopt an attitude no fonger of frontal attock on o pos-
sible government of the left, but to irstead manifest the
will to approach it in a simul taneously critical and uni-
tary fashion. « . . Nevertheless, any propesal of a po=
litico-organizational type, if it is not to be demagogic,
frogile, and manipulative, requires @ clear and defini-
tive response from LC, in proctice and not only inwords,
an the crucial questions of its viewpoint on construction
of & revolutionary party really rooted in the warking
class: the question of the imass |ine, ' of the relation=
ship with the movements of struggle on the one hand
and with the trode unions and the reformist parties on
the other hand. " (Quotidiane dei Lavoratori, June 17,
1976.) The place of the debate between AD and LT in
the complex process of recompesition of the far left that
has been inifiated in Italy may well become a decisive
one, particularly since the debate runs through the par=
ticipating organizations themsalves.

As Far os the orientation now being worked out is con=
cerned (see the dacument "The Proletarian and Popular
Forces Prepare a Left Way Out of the ltalion Crisis™),

it is perhaps useful to furnish some points obout the
original position of AQ on the PC1, the unions, and the
CUE, In order nat to fall inte sectarian schematism, we
must note that AQ, while claiming to be Maoist and
<111l exhibiting o substantially uncritical position an the
Chinese leadership, hos comstantly emphasized an effort
1o develop a comprehensive political line.

The third issue of the AD review lNuvembaf-De:mber
1969) asserted: At the origin of the crisis of the re-
ghme . « (lies) the malfunctioning of the institutions
that have ossured baurgeois hegemony for more than
wwo decodes, (hence) the insertion of the PCI into the
governmental comp i¢ less and less seen o3 @ solution
to the crisis and more and more as an obligatory step
an the rood to the establishment of @ new political re=
gime, o regime less tied to nineteenth century schemas
of parliamentary representation and ‘party-ocracy’

as they are offirmed in the Iralian constitution.” In od=
dition, AQ then analyzed the crisis of the PCl in @
very linear and cotastrophist manner, asserting: "Even
several years ago, the best alements of the PC| chose
the trode-union field as the only possible one for mili-
tant action ofter the party had lost any leading role in
the factories as o result of 15 slectoralist policy.” Or:
“The terrain on which the hegemany of the modern re=
visionists (the PCI) hod to pay the highest price was
that of the class confrontation, which was led by the
trade-union organizations according to the method of
firemen (that is, with the aim of “extinguishing” the
movamant for workers demands — INPRECOR)."

AD drew the following conclusion in terms of the con=
<truction of the organization: uw . . the fact that the
dynamic growth of the world revolution and the exacer=
bation of ¢loss confrontatiors in our country makes it ever

more clear that revisionism plays the role of agen! of
the bourgeoisie imposes precise tasks on revolutionary
militants, on the workers vanguard: fo lead a process

of growth of new irstruments of struggle and arganiza-
tion that are situated within the perspective of the re=
construction of the party of the proletariat and, simul-
taneously, that place the class struggle outside bourgeois
control and influence and point ina revolutionary direc=
tion. « » « The task of Marxish-Leninists is to preven!
the dispersion of militants wha, individually or in groups,
datach themse!lves from the revisionists; this must be
done by offering them conditions for revelutionary mili=
tant activity among the masses and a coherent commu=
nist organization.” ("] revisionismo dal PCl, origini @
sviluppi” — The cevisionism of the PCl: Cirigins and De=
velopment, 1972.)

On the basis of this concepfion, the CUB were defined
as follows: "The CUB, which arose in struggle, are mass
argans with their own independence, both organization=
ally and In terms of line. They are composed of all those
workers who recognize them, first spontaneously and
later in an increasingly conscious manner, in a clear
perspective of defense of class interests both inside and
outside the factory, inan anticapitalist and anti=callab=
orationist manner. The CUB are not erganized bursau=
cratically, butas independent organs they posses broader
consciousness, They develop their getivity in various
forms, through assemblies, leaflets, nighttime meetings.
. It would be easy 1o ask, hut should the factory
councils and the unions cecse fo exist?' Lat us imme=
diately eliminate this misu derstanding and respond:

Mg, the factory council and the unions must continue

b be presanf, butwe say that the CUB also must not

disappear.

"The CUB, os democratic mass organs with thair own
independence, do nof want o replace the factory coun=
cils. On the contrary, the eouncils must more and more
be gualified as defenders of the fundamental inferests

of the workers and must jettisan their collaborationist
gttitude, . - .« Inrelations with the unions, the CUB
want to maintain an independence of line precisely be=
cause they are convinced of the need to denounce be=
fore the workers all the things the unioms fail to do,

oll their capitulations, in order to indicate their respon=
sibilities and also to develop the class arientations that
the unions have long since renounced. The function of
the CUB must thus be to ever increasingly influence the
action of the unions in onder that they put forward a
real class line in opposition to the present line of col=
laboration that the unions are odvancing, " (January
1972.)

Since 1974 AQ has been publishing @ daily newspapar,
called Quatidiano dei Lavaratori, of which 15,000~
20,000 are sold. In oddition, AQ operates o radic
stations, in Milan and Rome. It now claims about g,000
members. On the pu“ﬁcu-nrgmhnﬁnnnl level, AD
claims allegiance to wdemocratic centralism, which
nonetheless ssems o be quite far from the conception
upheld by revolutionary Marxists on the question of in=
ternal democracy. — AU,



On May 30 Avanguardia Operaia and the Partito di Unitd Proletaria per il Comunisme (PDUP),
the two organizafions that originu”y founded Democrazia Proletaria (DP — Proletarian Democ=
racyl, the electoral bloc established for the regional and administrative elections of June 15,
1975 (see INPRECOR, MNo.30, July 3, 1975}, issued o common platform te serve as the basis

for DP's campaign in the cument elections. This platform was then to be discussed by the organi-
zations included on the electoral slate bearing the DP designation,

On June 8 Quotidiano dei Lavoratori, daily newspaper of Avanguardia Operaia, published a
document including very large sections of the initial platform. It was signed by four organiza-
tions: AO, PDUP, the Movimento dei Lavorateri per il Secialisme (MLS — Movement of Work-
ers for Socialism, a Mao=5talinist tendency), ond the Lega def Comunisti (League of Communists,
an organization created in 1972 by the fusion of the Leogue of Communists of Tuscany and the
Rome-bosed Workers Unity group).

This document was not published in || Manifesto, the daily of the PDUP! Lotta Continua hos
osked to sign it, but hod not yet done so as of June 18, The four signing organizations explained
the meaning and purpose of this platform as follows:

"The line exprassed here and the objectives presented are those around which DP must develop

its propaganda during the last days of the electoral campaign and on which DP will have to put
the emphasis after the campaign. In oddition, it is a conerete exposure of the distortions of the
Communist party press, which is seeking to present the DP as on assembly of heterogeneous forces
having no common orientation and united only by electoral pressures. For this reason, the docu-
ment we are publishing here, which must also be distributed as a national DP leaflet, should be
used s much as possible not only in political discussion, but also as an instrument of propaganda. "

We are publishing below major excerpts fram this text. Deletions are marked by ellipsis; the sub-
titles appear in the original,




It-is Finally possible to put an end to the Cheistion Dem-
ocratic regime; it is possible to open a new phase, to
place the forces thot represent the working class and
the popular masses at the heod of the country, o ini=
tiate a phase of struggle for power to those who laber.

This is the meaning of the June 20 elections: to defeat
the Christian Democrocy not only in order to replace
the political personnel of the government with new and
honest people, but to give life to @ new and different
mode of governing, fo a system in which the govern=
ment will be under the constant check ond pressure of
the maoss movement ond will hove a program bosed on
the needs of the masses and not on the exigencies of
copital.

Democrazia Proletaria is the only electeral formation
that clearly poses the ohjective of providing a positive
way out of the crisis of the regime through o government
of the left in which the historic parties of the working
closs, the PC| and the PSl, will have decisive weight,
a government open to Catholic forces that free them-
selves of the domination of the political Catholicism
of the Christion Democrocy, open above all to the
movements of struggle within society, whase strength
can impose o program based on the popular interest and
devoted to is realization.

Democrazia Proletaria considers illusory and dangerous
the proposals that have been advanced to somehow os=
sure the confinuation of the Christian Democratic pres-
ance in the government. The proposal of the PCl for o
coalition government which would see the initiative of
the laft parclyzed and the workers movement torn apart
would thereby allow freedam of maneuver to the capi-
talist power in the country and would leave room for
the recrganization of the right. The proposal of the PSI,

____(Citizens, men and women comrades, |

once the smokescreen in blown away, boils down 1o a
DC-PS| government somehow occeptable to and toler-
ated by the PCl. Regardless of the mony protestations
to the controry, this would be simply a new edition of
the center=left,

How to respond to the present crisis

The crisis of the Christian Democrocy is the fruit not
only of its own internal disintegration and more gen-
erally of the crisis of imperialism, but also of the impet-
vous movement of struggle which began in the factories
ond haos since extended, in new ond original forms, to

so many aspects of social life. It is out of this move-
ment that the need arises today for a government of the
left that would prevent the Christian Democracy from
doing further damage to the economy and civil ife of
our country, from organizing finarcial terrorism, and
from seeking cbscurantist and reactionary revenge in

the field of community life. To forcefully and coharently
confrant both immedicte problems and those of long-
term perspactive, o substantial turn is indispernsable, o
break with the political system that hos reigned for thirty
years,

What is necessory today, through the June 20 vote ond
through uninterrupted pressure of struggle, is an odvance
of the left, of the whole left. But within this general
odvance a clear political qualification is necessary,
and only Democrazia Proletaria is capable of pffering
it. The odvance of the left must not conclude with com=
promises that somehow perpetuate the Christian Demo-
cratic regime, but must have an outlet: the full assump-
tion by the united left of the responsibility of running
the government of the state on the bosis of a program
thot accords with the objectives expressed by the move-
ment in struggle. . . .




The only possible and necessary response is to agree un-
hesitatingly to confront the difficulties, to respord to
the blackmail with the mobilization of the masses, and
to have a clear action program both for perspectives
and for the immediate future,

What distinguishes Demoerazia Praletaria from the Com=
munist ane Socialist parties is not only the objective of
the government of the left, but also the sort of program
and mobilization that must back the program up. The
context in which the government of the left may arise,
in fact, finds all the centers of economic and adminis=
trative decision-making in the hands of the capitalists.
Only constont mass pressure can bring the government
of the left fo reject any role of normalization of the
workers' struggles and of stabilization of the capitalist
systam; only thus is it passible to initiate popular con-
trol over the decision-making centers in order to open
the road to power for the working class.

Our objectives

On the international level the objectives of Democrazia
Prolataria are:

1. Out of NATO and for a nonaligned palicy that
ochieves o closer connection with the countries of the
third world and favers the construction of o new inter-
national order. Rejection of the counterposed blocs
heoded by the superpowers and of the increase in mili-
tary spending that results from their existence, With-
drawal of the American and Soviet fleets from the Medi-
terranean.

2. Initiation of a new International division of labor
in which ltaly establishes ecoromic relations not only
with the industrialized countries but also and ever in=
creasingly with the counfries of the third world, guar-
anteeing trade conditions that favor the development
of the mare backward countries,

3. Rodical redrafting of Common Market agricul-
tural policy so s to be able to pursue an independent
development of agriculture, limiting the penetration of
the multinationals and thus beginning to balance the
agricultural deficit; support to public spending and
credit with this objective in view,

4. Introduce elements of salection and control of
imports, which, while maintaining the market cpen to
abroad, prevent speculation by the big importers, |imit
luxury and superfluous imports, and guorontee an ade-
quate quantity ond egalitorian distribution of mass pop-
ular comsumer goods as well as raw materials for the
productive apparatus.

5. Link foreign investment (of the multinationals)
to precise imperatives of job stability and intervene
with nationalizations against arbitrary shutdowns.

On the internal level, Democrazia Proletaria proposes:

1. Absolute priority to the objective of full employ=-
ment on the basis of Intransigent defense of current em=
ployment by means of a ban on layoffs and the interven-
tion of the state and the local state bodies to prevent
the closing down of productive units,

Expansion of the productive apparatus, directing con-
trol and utilization of private industrial Investment,
credit, and public spending toward this objective, Pri-
vate ond public productive orientation on a priority
basis toward the development of agriculture, production
of mass popular consumer goads (thus tending to substi-
tute for the greater part of imports), socially useful ser-
vices (housing, hospitals, schoals, transpert), initiatives
to clean up the big southern cities, All this must be done
by implementing a policy that strives for full employ-
mant and the elimination of the waste of human and
material resources, thus alse medifying the very quality
of collective needs.

2, Development of warkers and people's control
over working conditions (against poisonous conditions,
use of the labor force with the perspective of a radical
challenging of capitalist organization of laber), control
over the search for and msignment of jobs, Extension
of the 150 heurs (the yearly amount of paid time for
workers education), not enly in the direction of the
trarsformation of the schools, but also as o bosis for
concretely challenging the technical division of labor,
Intransigent defense of individual and sociol real wages
and’introduction of price suppert for indispersable con-
sumer goods and to assure edequate quantity, Drastic
reduction of profits as a decisive foctor in this palicy.

3. Mobilization of the local bodies and peripheral
democratic structures (Factory councils, zonal councils,
neighborhood councils, ete.) in support of a drastic re-
erganization of the fiscal system hinged around direct
ond progressive taxation. Only thus is it possible to
bring the methods of assessment up to date, strike dros=
tically at the big tax eveders, and block the flight of
capital. . . .

4, Maximum broadening of democracy beginning
with full implementation within the sphere of the pres-
ent constitutional order. Abolition of the fascist and
antidemocratic laws. . . .

Democratic rights in the armed forces and the police.
Opening of the magistrate system at the local level and
the local state bodies to popular representation.

Democratic and popular contral aver the means of mass
communication (public and private radic ard television,
freedom of the press, efc.).

5. Commitment to accept the demands raised by the
feminist movement, understanding the male=-female con=-
trodiction as an expression of political conflict and
creating the conditiom for the maximum generalization
of struggles, of independent organization of women,
and of the demands they themselves express (control of
their own bodies and lives, and in this framework, medi-



cal core for women, fres abartion on demand, clinics
caontrolled by women).

&. Commitment to support all those movements (stu-
dents, youth, women, ete,) tending to modify social-
ideciogical relations (in culture, morals, ond clerical
and reactionary ideclogy) .

This battle, which tends to be today's harbinger of o
deep proletarion cultural revolution, is @ gqualifying
element, an essential precondition for the political,
social, and economic transformations now on the cgenda.

Some of the above-mentioned objectives will have to
be pursved immediately:

1) Political control of the banking system in order
to reduce the export of capital to @ minimum ond te di-
rect credit toward employment and development.

2) Immediate removal of corrupt and reactionary
elements from the moin dechsion-making nerve centers,
especially in the banks, foreign trade, and the finan-
cial odministration.

3} Initiation of an investment policy aimed ot the
sectors listed as priorities.

4} Bon on layoffs,

5) Redrafiing of the restrictive clauses of the Com-
mon Market, especially as regards agriculture.

&) Price supports for large-scale consumer goods.

7) Elimination of inequalities in pay scales.

B) Urgent measures and rank-and=-Ffile mabilization
against tax evasion.

¥ Repeal of the Keale laws ond fhe rascist codes,

But no immediate memure, no matter how modest, con
be realized without an extersive and deep popular mo-
bilization. This is even more true for the medium=- and
long-term measures. Democrazia Proletaria upholds the
necessity of unreserved|ly supporting the moss movements
that, beginning from popular ond proletarion needs and
axpectations, aim ot a modification of the relationship
of clos forces, at the construction of orgoms of control
and contestation of copitalist power.

Develop workers control

It s exoctly these instruments of workers and people’s
control (workers control in factories over the orgoniza-
tion of labor and investment, tenants' control ever hous=
ing ossignments, workers control over the schools of the
150 hours, popular control of reconstruction of Friuli
(site of the recent devastating earthquoke), efc.) which
prepare and bring closer the real conquest of power by
the masses.

Democrazia Proletaria firmly supports a strategy and
tactics that comstantly lead toward the unification of
the proletariat of the big and middle-sized factories
with the layers of workers whose jobs are marginal and
precarious, with the great forces of the unemployed,
with the enormous mass of people who stand outside the
labor market only because they know they cannot find
work. Unemployed youth, whether intellectuals or rot,
emigrant workers refurning to the country, the great
mass of workers laid off by the small industries, and the
great number of waorkers whose jobs are precarious are
all, tegether with the workers, technicians, and those
whose jols are stable, the protagonists of the tramsfor=
mation of society. For this reason, Democrazia Prole-
taria, which sees the trode union o the essential inter-
mediary be‘ween the mass movement and the government
of the left, comiders itself fundamentally committed

te struggle for the unions to be linked to the mosses

and not to oparate as instruments of social stabilization.
The unions must place themselves ot the heod of strug=
gles and must carry through with their unitary reconsti=
tution, begun with the formation of councils; they must
thus become ever more copable of drawing together and
not curbing the upsurges that arise from the movement
itsalf,

Democrozia Proletaria, while distinguishing itself from
the other left parties by its different analysis of the

phase through which we are passing and by its different
political desires in regard to the struggle for socialism,
is committed to putting forward a policy of unity of the

laft within the pwoveimant wind selilifig e bosrfncilons;

it addresses its proposals (and it is open to discussing
them) to all the politico-social components of the move-
ment of workers, in the profound conviction that the
sphere of revolutionaries includes not only the vanguard
but also, as a concrete potentiality, the brood masses,

Democrazia Preletaria Fights for o government of the
left not os o pure cover for the movement of struggle

or s an opportunity o expose the revisionist line, but
os on active instrument in o general process of transfor=
mation of society. Democrazia Proletaria will feel i+~
self committed to support this government of the left
and at the same time o stimulate it through struggles
for ever more odvanced objectives. It thus puts itself
forward as an indepandent force within o unitary frame=
work. A vote for Democrazia Proletaria Is o vole for
the renovation of the entire workers movement, for the
comstruction of an aodvanced line that begins from the
needs and experiences of the masses in order to place
socialism on the agenda, as is possible today. []




A LEFT WAY OUT
OF THE ITALIAN CRISIS

We are publishing below extrocts of a document drafted by a commission of the Political Bureou
of Avanguardia Operaia (AD) entitled "The proletarian and popular forces prepare a left way
out of the Italian erisis.” The document wes published in the June 12 issue of AD's daily;
Quotidiano dei Lavoratari. The first part of the text analyzes the crisis of the "oarty-regime "
of the Christian Democracy and the evelution of the relationships of social and political forces,
as well as the policies of the PC| and the PSI. It stresses that in the context of the electoral od-
vances the left s expected o make’in the June 20 elections, there is a tendency among the
masses, "presently only implicit and expressed ambiguously in the vote for the reformists, " to
"see g left government as the only real and practicable alternative in the present situation.”

We have selected excerpts from the central portion of the document. They highlight the mean-
ing Avanguardia Operaia assigrs o the slogan of the "left government™ as well os this organiza-
tion's conception of the relationship of the mass movement to the left government.

The last part of the document deals with the function of the "left government,
instrumant of deferss of the workers ogainst the economic crisis, " but alse as o government
that could "constitute a decisive phase in the development of the ravolutionary process of

not only as an

the struggle of the masses for socialism. " In eddition, the text presents Avanguard ja Operaia's
conception of the "development of workers and people’s control and of the problem of power."
On the theme of workers control the document affirms: "The strategic value of workers and pec-
ple's control can be synthesized in three aspects:

*In given situations, workers control is the instrument through which the realization of im=
portant partial gains is achieved;

*The growth of workers and people's control wedkers and disintegrates the degree of contral
exercised by the class enemy over the entire social fabric;

*Finally, the experiences undergone on o mass scale in the struggle on this field and in the
exercise of forms of control comstitute a precious 'apprenticeship’ for the future conquest and ef-
fective management of power. . . . But of the same time, it must be clear . . . that the effective
influence of workers and people's control in terms of power can only be partial and precarious.™

The subfitles are from the AQ text. Delated passages are denoted by ellipsis (. . .).

The resistance of the reformists

The political period that will open up after the elec-
tions will be marked on the one hand by the Christian
Democracy's inability to maintain its monopoly of gov-
ernment and power and on the other hand by ifs lock

of willingness to really "share" this government ond
power with all the parties of the workers movement.
Thus, there will be an objective thrust toward o govern-
ment of the lefts as the only really procticable aiterna-
tive to this situation. But the concrete realization of
such a government, the content of its program, and the
character of its relations with the mass movement will

have to be the object of a tough politicel and secial
struggle.

In fact, neither o parliamentary base nor the foct that
the govemment of the lefts Is to o certain extent "his=
tarically ripe” will be sufficient to impel the PC| and
PS! ta decide to govern without and egainst the Chris-
tian Democrocy,

This line of the PCl and PSI will tend to manifest itself

in the first instance in the attempt to include the Chris-
tion Democrocy in any government formula at all costs.
But even if this turns out to be impossible, the very at-

11



tempt will nonetheless moke itself felt in terms of both
the compesition and program of the DC-free government
that the reformist workers parties will eventually be
compelled to form, whether they like it or not.

Once all possibilities of a government including the
DC have been exhousted (DC=PS| and other such for-
mulas), the reformist parties will nonetheless try to
launch o sortof "historic compromise without the DC"
(or, alternately, an "emergency government with what
we have"). B far os the composition of the government
is concerned, this would be reflected in the attempt

to include "minor parties” of the bourgeoisie, in par-
ticular the PRI (the Republicans), which, in spite of

its rather small quantitative weight, is actually signifi-
cant in terms of representing the ruling closs, for it em-
bodies the ombition of important sectors of the big
bourgeoisie to endow themselves with some representa-
tive other than the Cheistian Democrocy. & for az pro=
gram is concerned, this would probably lead to a pro-
gram in which some traditional reformist objectives
would stand side by side with the substonce of the anti-
people plans for "emerging from the crisis” upheld by
the big bourgeoisie. . . .

To be sure, the attempt of the reformists to demonstrate
that they are the most effective administrators of the
interests of the bourgeoisie will have to take occount
of the mass movement, with its now seasoned resistance
to attocks on wages and employment and with the new
expectations and impetuses created gmong the masses
by the assertion of a left mojority. MNevertheless, two
foctors of significant weight must be kept in mind,
First, it is not certain that the great expectations that
hove been generated by a left electoral victory will

be directly reflected in @ new and more powerful up-
surge of struggle; for such an upsurge will have to con-
front the tendency to "give the new government a
chance, " a tendency the reformists will do everything
they can ta foster. Second and more important, the re-
formists hold o hegemanic position in the current rela-
tiorship of forces within the workers and people's move-
ment while the revalutionaries are in o minority posi-
tion, copable of winning hegemony on certain impor=-
tant questions and during highpoints of struggle, but
not yet capable of consolidating this hegemony into o
strategic project of brood scope. Hence, the central
problem with which we must come to grips will be how
to "raice ourselves by our own bootstraps” through the
fundamental impefus now present in the mass movement
in order to make this impefus emerge and assert itself
palitical ly with a weight that goes beyond our present
orgonizational strength.

The foctor that can allow us to overcome this gap is the
chjective weight of the closs contradictions and their
reflection in mass consciousness. But we will succeed

in bringing this weight to bear in a politically precise
ard incisive manner only if we are oble to orfent it on
the basis of a program, above all an immediate program
on the most urgent and pressing problems of the situa-
tion, the problems on which o left government will have
to pronounce itself from it very inception. . . .
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Program of struggle, government program

This program must be simultanecusly a program of strug-
gle and a government program.

In the first place, a am of struagle for twe reasons:
First because any pnh:ﬁcnf program u; revolutionaries
must grow out of the maosses and their experiences in
struggle and must then be able to return to the mosses
in the form of systematized propositions around which

to concentrate the force of the struggle in order to
make that force felt in a decisive political manner;
second becouse, especially in the current phase, the
indepandence of the clas movement, its capacity to
odvance its own major objectives without subordinating
them to the bockward "political balances” within which
the reformists would like to confine them, is an essen-
tial precondition for any political odvance.

But also a government ram. ln what sanse? Cartainly
not in the %mmm_w who already sense the
possibility of influential "government strength" and be-
lieve they can genuinely influence the new government

through the power of their own ideos or parliamentary
presence .

"Governmen! program” means something else.

Above all it means fully assimilating o fundomentally
new fact that characterizes the of the left gov-
ernment: the possibility (not the outomatic certainty!)
that this will pave the way for a government that is,

at least partially, an instrument that con be used by
the popular mosses in their struggle instead of an instru-
ment entirely in the hands of their enemies,

This means that at the very moment that the mosses are
struggling for some objective they must pose the question
of how a government car act for the same objective,
For example, if there is o struggle to create o given
number of new jobs, it would be important at the some
time to define the sort of government economic policy
that would correspond to the achievement of this objec~
tive (in terms of direct public investment, credit con-
trols, ete.). But this alsc means to work out a scale of

riorities in the objectives of the mos movement which
___Im (but not mu:lm!'wulﬂ takes account of the margins
for action commanded by a left government in each
given phose. We refer here not to the margins for oc-
tion "self-limited" by the reformists' desire to compro-
mise, but rather to the margins determined by the rela-
tionship of class forces and by the certain degree of
"rigidity" (economically and institutionally) that can-
not be eliminated in the short term.

Concretely, this means to define our program primarily
in reference to the problems of the economic crisis now
in progress, with a twofold order of objectives: on the
one hand, to lend maximum force to the objectives of
defense of the populor interest as it emerges from the
sfruggles during this phase of the crisis, and on the
other hand to determine the class content of the policy
with which the left government will confront the crisis




— in other words, how the “costs of the crisis” will be
distributed and what sorts of changes will oecur, through
the crisis, in economic structures and develapment,

The fusion of the two levels of this program [ "struggle"
and "government") will occur furndamentally on the ter-
ralnof the development of forms of workers and pecple's
control (although inevitably in partial and contradic-
tory ways that connot be generalized in institutional
fOrms).siaaa

Mass movement & the left government

In the overall struggle for the formation of a left gov=
ernment, the moximum and independent development
of initiatives by the mass movement, which must in no
way be subordinated to the restraining premises of the
delicate compromise balancing the refarmist parties
will attempt, will be of decisive importance. This is
true fundamentally because the motor force for the real-
ization of our political project — a left government
based on an anticapitalist progrom for reselving the
crigis = is the effort 1o transfer onto the institutionol
level the Forces and objectives *hat have so far been
expressed only on the social level. The development
of the political situation after the elections will depend
in lorge meosure on the relationship that is established
between the forces of the left in parlioment and the
struggle of the masses in the country. MNothing 7s more
mistaken than the illusion that the read to o left gov-
ernment can be opened and that its measures of social
transformation can be rendered acceptable by asking
the masses to delegate their pawer to the government
ond by offering mass passivity to the adversary. This
sort of deal has been proposed many times by the od-
vanced sector of the bourgecisie, with the political
and trode-union leaderships of the workers mavement
obviously inclined to take it into comideration, and
has been just as many times rejected by the reality of
the mass movement. It will once again be posed, and
ina rather more dongerous and subtle manner, in the
event of an electoral victery and a direct PC| presence
in the government majority,

OF equal importance is the fact that once established
the left government would be both pressed and supported
by an external and strong mass struggle. This is the
basis both for the guarantee of the very survival of the
left government and for the possibility of its octually
opening the way to people's pawer.

The first reason for this is that government does not yet
mean power. When the left government is formed, the
class struggle will find itself focing its most difficult
goals, ard only the mebilization and organized pres-
ence of the masses con surmount the abstocles, word
off the counteroffensives, ond olso prevent Indecision
and back-sliding on the part of a government which,
it must not be forgotten, will be born as a coalition
government and will in any event be led by reformist
forces, socially heterogeneous and with o bureoucratized
organizational structure.

The second reason is that only an ever more active and
brooder mass movemant will be capable of creating an
atmosphere of mobilization, of transforming the orienta-
tion of hesitant social layers. IF this is not done, the
action of the government, which will inevitably have
to upset presently comsolidated balances, attack far-
flung interests, and pass through thousands of difficul-
ties, would soon foce o wave of corporative protest

and would be compelled to give up, as has happened

so often during post experiences. . . .

A third reason, "locking further chead, " is linked to
the new quality of the present crisis, of the type of
program needed to deal with it, and of the sort of rev-
olutienary perspectives that Flow from this. This third
reasan is as follows: The sefzure and exercise of power
can be conceived today nelther simply nor primarily

as a pure extension of the instruments of state interven-
Hon (even if they ara in the hands of workers parties)
or as-a simple radicalization of the objectives of the
left government. Rather, they must be conceived asa
comcious and prolonged process of struggle for power
through the realization of forms of workers and people's
control of the entire social fabric, a process for which
the left governmant may be pressed to become the in=
strument.

This strategic perspective therefore excludes other hy-
potheses, along with their consequences as to the lead-
ership one seeks to Imprint on the mass mevement, On
the one hand it eaxcludes the hypothesis that the left
government would open the way to the revelution inas-
much as it would be rapidly "overtaken" by the con-
trast between its own policy and the mass movement.
On the other hand, it exclodes the hypothesis of o |eft
government that would in ond of iself constitute the
precondition for a kind of "rising harmonic" of workers
and people's power in society such that the class nature
of the regime would eventually be altered through suc-
cassive steps,

A hypothesis of this variety overlooks two fundamental
questions: the irreducible antagonism between prole=
tarian power and bourgeois power, from which it follows
that o grodual increase of the former within the latter

is unthinkable, and the struggle between the two lines
within the workers movement, from which it follows

that it is unthinkeble for a left government bom under
reformist hegemony to evelve "naturally” into a docile
instrument of the revolutionory process. . . .

What sort of moss movement, around what central b~
jectives, and with what relation to the ection of the
gavernment? . . .

What Is urgent to assert here — for it implies a great
theoretical and practical effort on our part — is the
necessity of comstructing a mass movement on o new
level, able to be fully independent of the left govern-
ment but equally able to grasp and utilize the novelty
that would be represented by this government. In sum,
o movement that refuses to hand a proxy over to the



government, while at the same time not offering any
room for corporatist agitation,

From this standpoint the role of the trade uniom is as-
sential, for they are the only organizations that are
capable — provided they are guided by o correct class
line — of gathering together the immediote thrusts of
the struggle of the masses and of providing an initial
unification and systemization, capable of positively
bringing the struggle to bear on the political level and
on the policy of the government itself, while aveiding
the risks both of exemplary struggles that remain iso-
lated ond thus open to o "new model of repression” and
of struggles thot remain shut into a corporatist frame-
work and are thus eventually lioble to being used by
the reactionary counteroffensive,

It is therefore necessary that:

o] effective closs independence of the trode unions
be reconstituted, rejecting the role of "stote unions™;

b} the unity of the working class stand at the center
of this independence, the copocity to unify all the up=
surges of struggle around o coherent strategy ond not
the simple scattered representation of the various up-
surges of sectoral struggles (that is, the false dilemma
between "a comprehensive outlook oxised around so-
ciol truce" ond "independence of struggle within cor-
porotive limits" must be rejected).

This general proposal hos a number of implications:

*in terms of objectives, the defense and exparsion
of emplayment must bacome the central and unifying
element of trode-union action; the ather major axis
must naturally be the defense of wages, with particular
stress an forms of social defense (the struggle ogainst
the high cost of living);

*in terms of the Egunizr.'lﬁundl structure of the uniors,
what s decisive 1s to relaunch the democratic rank=-
and-file structures where they exist and 1o comtruct
them in new areos. In fact, these are decisive condi-
tioms for the ochievement of three political goals: 1)
contfruction of genuine class independence of the trode
unions; 2} relounching of o process of frode=union unity,
which must not be based on paralyzing compromises and
must counter the tendency to allow clashes and deals
among the party |eoderships to be reflected in the unions;
3) construction ot the rank=-and=-file level of unity
amang the varicus layers of the proletariat and develop-
ment, on the bosis of this new copocity, of warkers con-
trol over choices in economic policy;

*in terms of the strategy of trode-union struggle
this means the capacity to invest mrurthumjn?"srrug-
gle with a conscious strategy: the only strategy that
avoids limiting ifself to putting general pressure on the
government, the consequence of which would be to
give the government free rein, and instead con construct
forme of rank=and=file control over the process of reali-
zation of the desired objectives.

Finmally, it is obvious that the role of the trode unions
Is decisive in the defense ard development of forms of
democracy, against attempted reactionary attacks that
will undoubtedly be developed, . . .
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But precisaly because of the decisive political impor-
tance taken en by the moss movement in the current
phase, it is clear that our action among the masses can-
not be limited to cur commitment to putting forward o
class line in the uniors, os necessary as that is. We
must therefore commit ourselves to the construction of
independent forms of mass movement and organization
on various fields and levels:

a) On the very fields on which trode-union action
is baing developed today it is necessary to develop
forms of broad and united organization of the vanguard
of struggle capable, through their political orientation
and, if necessory, through independent struggle initio=
tives, of strengthening the pressure of the masses on the
unions, The point here is to gother together the experi-
ences developed in the facfories by the CUB (United
Rark-and=File Committees), the Democrazia Praletaria
collectives, and similar organizational forms; integrat-
ing them into o more consciously political perspective
able to influence the line of the unions and the pelicy
of the government;

b) Other forms of independent mass organization
must be comsolidoted and extended on these Felds and
problems that hove os yet not been directly taken up
by trade-union action or have been token up in Inade-
quate ways: the struggle around housing, ogainst the
high cost of living, oround the rates of public utilities,
the strugale of the saldiers, of the lower officials, for
the unionization of the police, ete,

The cbiective here must be o directly win certain ob-
jectives that hove not been taken up by the unioms
{welding them together with a coherent political con-
ception of the function of the left government) ard also
to force the unilons to redlly intervene in these fields,
odopting the essential ohjectives raised by the mass mo-
bilizations that hove olready developed spontanecusly;

c) Finally, there exists an independent mass move-
ment that can be tied infto the unions only in very par-
tial measure, even if the unions were guided by o cless
ling: the women's liberation movement. Indeed, this
movement |s rooted in o contradiction within the prole~
tariat, one that olse extends into its revelutionary sec-
tors end will certainly not be resclved simply through
o correct class trode-union line since it relates to prob-
lems that concern the entire revelutionary process and
the construction of socialism ikelf. . . .

All these independent movements at the mass level, on
all their various fields and with their varying relations
te the trade-union movement, nonetheless can and must
have o strategic element in common: They aredriving
factors and political guides in the development of forms
of workers and people's contral. It is this development
that will have to be the characteristic element of this
new phase of class conflict and that will constitute a
decisive terrgin on which the revolutionary line can
begin to develop its hegemonic capacity within the
mass movement, []




OF THE
LEFT

GOVERNMENT VOTA

LOTTA
CONTINUA

& POPULAR POWER

Below are excerpts from two documents of Lotta Continug; the first was dated May 23, the second
June 14, The title of the second is: "The government of the left and populer power." In its intro=
duetion to this declaration Lotta Continua noted: "It is a special duty to intreduce clarity on po=

litical perspectives; in fact, this may be the most important duty the revolutionaries have toward

the masses in this final phase of the elactoral campaign.” The document thus appears as an impor-
rant element in the discussion that has been opened among the various components of the “revolu=
tionary left, " united in these elections under the designation Democrazia Proletaria,

® A historie turn is on the agenda

We in ltaly stand on the eve of a great political turn
which the June 20 vore must render definitive, This
turn consists of the liquidotion of the Christian Demo-
cratic regime, that js, of a system based on corruption
{Gava, Christian Democratic deputy from MNaples, and
Crociani, an industrialist, implicated in the Lockheed
scandal; Leone and the oil companies), on the Mafia,
terrorism (the far=right bomb in Milan's Plazao Fontana
in 1969, fourteen deod; the fascist attack on the ltali-
cus express train; the acts of the secret services), ig-
norance and prejudice (the gorboge on television and
in the schools; the pervasive clericalism), and repres-
sion (the "anti=wrecker” law, the fascist penal code,
the special police, the carabinieri),

Tha Christion Democrocy hos governed ltoly for thirty
years, occupying all the centers of power and all the
state institufions, to the benefit of big copitalists (like
Agrelli of Fiat and Cefis of Montedison), big speculators
and bankers (like Sindona and Carli}, and NATO, that
is, American ard German imperialism, The defeot of
the Christian Democrocy; the liquidation of its regime;
the establishment of o government of the left having a
program that reflects the objectives of the workers'
struggles, combined with a big vote for the revolution=
aries (which means the slate of Democrozio Proletario
ard the candidates of Lotta Continua) = those are the
three big objectives of these elections. All three are
interlinked; none of them can be achieved without the
ofhers. . . .

Through the struggle & through the vote:
build the strength of revolutionaries

During the course of the past year, while the workers
and unemployed, women and students, yourh and old
pecple have bullt in struggle the force that brought dawn
the Aldo Moro government and made it impossible for
the Christian Democrats to form another government,
the leaders of the PCI have come up with o new pro=-
posal: a government of national unity, o government
of unity with the bourgeois parties — the DC, the PRI
(Republicans), the PSDI (Social Democrats), the PLI
(Libarals) — a government adopting the interests and
economic program of the Confindustria (the employers’
assoc iation), |inked to those who drowned freedom and
democracy in blood in Chile,

The sort of government propesed by the PC| threatens

to be only o miserable repetition of the Moro govern-
ment. That is why this project must be defeated, obove
all in struggle, but alsg in the vote, This implies giving
the broodest and most active support to the slate of DP,
which assembles all the revalutionary forces and all
those organized forces that want a genuine and radical
turn, Revelutionaries are not running In these elections
simply to toke stock of themselves. They want to be
elected to porliament ond they want to get into the gov-
ernment in order to carry the objectives and demands

of the masses into these institutions. But anly on the
condition that the class struggle creates the conditions
and relationship of forces in the country that allows
them to play a decisive role. Thot is why for us the re-
lationship between the vote ard the struggle is a very
close one,




Government of the left, bourgeois elections,
and people's power

The society in which we live is o copitalist society in
which the bosses ond the exploiters rule.

The l*alion sicte ls o bourgeois stote, that is, an organi=
satime of Bostes and exploiters created to oppress the
warkess ond the exploited,

Evan o very odvanced left government like the one we
gra struggling for will never be able to chonge the na-
+.rm of this state, will never be able to completely sat-

tsfy tha intersgty of the oroletarions,

T

The srate i not the government, The state power is
faunded on the army, the police ond carobiniari, the
syste of justice and the prisors, the big bonks and the
great scanomic groups — institutions that were never
alected but instecd created in order to defend the in-
teresh of the employers. They will constitute — in fact
they alreody hove in large part — the bose on which
the bourgesisie, imperialism, ond reaction rely in thelr
attemors to recover lost ground, if necemary by force
ant with bloodshed,

Workers power mast not be delegated, not in the toc-
taries nor in society, nor in the govemment. The farce
that 1s needed to continue to fight the bosses and the
exploiters, fo grevent ard word off fascist coups ond
the marayvers of reaction is and always will be the
unity, crganization, and political clarity of the mosses,
This will result in the construction ond growth of o net-
work of mass craems in the foctories, barracks, and naigh-
sorhoods, directly controlled by the proletarfons. It is
ard will be the development of “popular power, " both
today and in the phase fo come. It is from here that the
new proletarion state will hove to orise, after the sei-
zure of power, that is, ofter the subversive bourgeois
military apporatus ls destroyed.

A politically odvanced |eft government can and mus!

be on important instrument for the comtruction of pop-
ular power, It con-and must support the program, strug=
gles, ond development of the orgonization of the work=-
ingclms, It conand must serve to disorganize and dis-
grient the ranks of the closs enemy. |t can prevent the
boses ond exploiters from using the laws ord irstruments
of the government in the interests of speculation, for
their ottock ogainst wages and jobs. It con prevent the
reoctionary ond subversive elements from worming their
way into the ministries or from using the state apparatus
to carry out their own projects, os they ore deing today.
It can prevent the exploiters and reactionaries of all
stripes from using state money ond facilities {like the
radio, television, schools, and newspapers fimanced
from the public budget) to slander the struggles of the
workers and establith a consensus around their own proj-
ech. That is our "government program. " [t may oppear
rather limited, but the workers who have direct experi=
ence In struggle know how important it is.

GOVERNMENT OF THE LEFT
& POPULAR POWER

The first question around which revolutionaries' ability
to orient themselves must still be much more developed
iz that of the relationship betwean independent mass

movements and the odministration of governmant insti=

tutional instruments by the left porties.

We krow very well that the government of the lefr will
not be the automatic result of June 20 and that a hard
and difficolt struggle will be necessary in order to im=
nase 1. Revolutionaries commit thermselves to fully woge
this battle both among the masses and in parl iament.
But precisely bacause of the foct that we place the will
of the masses ond the tenocious initiative of revolution-
aries in the direction of this will in the center of the
solutions to the crisls, we believe it necessory ond cor=
rect to begin discussing the most general perspectives
right now, including those of o “etrategic” charocter.

Up te now the argonizations of the revelutionory left
have developed a discussion, although nat always clear
and explicit, around the problem of the relationship
between the struggle of the masses and the instruments

of the government, between the carsiruction of popular
power and intervention in the state inetitutions, This
discutsion has sometimes been reduced to focile schemas,
with some forces stressing "the movement and the "max-
imum program” and others imstead lerding priority to

the "institutions” and the "minimum program. "

We belleve we can contribute lo advoncing this discus=
sion by posing the problem on the basis of ifs rational
kernel, which is the question of power and its foundo-
tions.



The struggle tor power after June 20

After the conquest of the government by the left parties,
an objective that will still be far from achieved imme-
digtely after June 20, the phose of the struagle for
power opens. That is; o period apens during which there
will be an intersificotion of pressures and closs initio-
tives In opposite directions, both socially and within
the institytional apparatuses, This is alrecdy a shorp
feature of the phose we are now coming out oft workers
contral in the foctory (over the organization of labor,
the work poce, the number of employees, the plans for
reconversion of componies) ogainst the "freedom of the
enterprise” and the despotism of the employers, clashes
within the armed forces between democratic soldiers
and NCOs on the one hand and the reactionary hier-
archy on the other; clashes between the unemployed
and the Christion Democratic Mafia over management
of the labor exchonges, ond 50 on, Obvicusly, in this
sort of "diffusion" of the confrontation over control and
power (which will take root in the major work ploces
and in the community life of the masses, os well as
within the state Institutions), the various "centers" of
conflict cannot all be placed on the some level,

This is true not only becouse both revolutionaries and

the masses wage the social confrontation in "their gwn
home" (the factory) and wage the confrontation within
the institutions "away from home." The real recson is

deeper ond mare substantial,

The despening of the thrust of the masses toward self-
organization and the corstruction of "popular power"

in the mojor centers of community life inevitably implies
a direct confrontation with the freedom of initictive of
the employers and the hierarchies of the Christion Dem-
ccratic regime, This will provoke the accentuation of

a process (which hos already been under way for some

time) in which the centers of reactionary initiotive will
saize hold of the major executive ond repressive institu=
tions, in particular the financial (the big banks and the
gentral bank, which constitute the pillars of financial
ond impertalist command in our cournitry), military, and
judicial institutions.,

The arientation of revolutionories, whote center of grav-
ity lies in unreserved support for the independant initio-
tive of the masses ond the construction of popular powar,
can find expression within the institutions (not only the
elected ones; but also the executive organs controlled
by the government], in a precise direction. In the armed
forces, in the courts, in the banking institutions, and

in the state gpparatuses that control the economy (the
ministries and the various central and regional bodies),
one can struggle to break the centers of command, the
vehicles for the class violence of the bourgecisie, in
order to dilute their functioning, paralyze their copac=
ity for reoctionary counteroffersive, and odvance demo-
cratic and popular contral within them. In this sense,
these institutions must be "bent"” to the service of the
comstruction of populor power. That is what we mean
when we say that the new source of legitimacy that will
be asserted in the struggle for power is evar more fhe
fundameantal will of the masses organized in independent
structures of power (embryos of the "workers state™) and
ever less the "low, " understood o o form of self-per=-
petuation of the institutions of the state. (On this sub-
ject, the strugale waged by the movement of democratic
soldiers ogainst the disciplinory rules of the ormed forces
is exemplary.)

Left government and unity

It is within this framewark that the discussion on the

role of the left parties must be situoted, in porticular
the question of the relations between revolutionories
and reformists.

It 15 obvicus that the latter, who eccupy the majority
and leading positions within the possible laft govern-
mental formulas, will be subjected to viclent pressures
in oppasing directions; it will be necessory For them to
make a choice In one direction or the athar, that is,
either the consclidation of the internal "efficiency" of
the Institutional apparatuses (hierarchical discipline in
the armed forces, selection Tn contral over the |abor
market and in the orientation of public spending, au=
thoritarion efficiency in the work ploces, etc.}), or the
utilization of the internal contradictions of thete ap-
paratuses in order to extend proletarion contral.

It is around this concrete and decisive guestion that one
must pose the prablem of the unity of the left parties,
What choices will tha PCl and the PSI be inclined to
make? The examples we have up to now . . . indicate
a marked preference for the first option, that is, an os-
sertion of the continuity of the state and of its irstitu-
tional leodership opparatuses. This is a line the content
of which corresponds to an occeptonce of some kind of
incomes policy and social truce (even today the irev-




ocable character of the sliding scale of wages i being
ploced in question), of reduction of public expenditures
of o social nature, of an increase in productivity through
greater lober discipline, of the maintenance of Italy's
international ties (Common Market, atc.).

We know very well that the phase now opening will be

a very tutbulent one; that diverse prospects are on the
agenda, and that the violence of the pressures to which
the traditional left parties will be subjected will produce
very deep controdictions within them, The strugale for
the hegemony of a revolutionary line within the govern-
ment of the left must be woged to the hilt, using all
mapeuvering room and all possible measures,

The political ard programmatic unity of revolutionaries
is etpaciolly urgent in thissituation, We have many ex=
amples of the ability to win revolutionary hegemony

that such unity has succeaded in establishing (the exten-
sive unity that included brood layers and well-known
personalities linked to the reformist parties during the
compaign to outlaw the MS| (the fascists) and during

the struggle ogainst the Reale Low; the electoral unity
recently achieved).

Such are the more complex and dynamic terms of the
question of the "unity of the lefts," a formula which,
in its general aspect, cannot discriminote ogainst any
force, but which must be seen in relation to the con-
crete content of the palitical confrontation within the
state institutions, a confrontation that reflects ond ex-
tends the confrontations that are manifested in society
itsalf,

Thus, it is not o matter of lending priority to "the move-
ment” or "the government”; rather, the need for a pres-
ance of and struggle by revolutionaries in the institu-
tions will have to be especially pressing ond erucial,
The fundamental question lies in the manner of "being"
in the institutions (and the manner in which their func=
tions ore conceived), which depends directly on the
manner of "being” in the movement (and of the way it
rale os protagonist and source of oll new legality is un=-
derstood)

What instruments for transforming
society ?

In the Democrozia Proletoria appeal published five days
oge in Quotidiono dei Lavorateri (see the text above

— INPRECOR), it is said that the government of the
left must be the octive instrument of o general process
of tramsformation of society. This assertion, while oc-
ceptable, is insufficient and remains very general unless
it is explained in the manner cutlined above. In order
for the government to be an "active instrument, " it is
necessary for revolutionaries to win hegemony within

it on the basis of a content that arises from the needs

of the masses. This constitutes a battle that remains to
be woged In the concrete, on all the ospects of the pro=
gram and administration of institutions in the short and
long term.

Let us comsider just two aspects of the institutional erisis
in ltaly, two atsolutely central aspects for the manage-
ment of the economy and the application of any progrom
of tramsformation of the structures of production and dis-
tribution of income: the barking system and public od-
ministration.

When the defeated plonners of the center=-left complain
that their bold projects of social justice and class con-
ciliation Failed because of the lock of instruments, they
forget that it was precisely during the years of the cen-
ter-left that we saw the completion of a process of sys-
tematic monopolization of the financial levers by big
capital {obove all through the monopaly of credit and
the special credit institutes) and by the DT (public fi-
nances, ordinary credit institutions, savings banks}.

The technocratic and elitist orientation of the center-
left ended up strengthening the corporatist and selective
concentration of the financial system.

The PCl's devotion to the crucial center of financial
power that is the Bank of ftaly . , . recalls the worst
myths of technocratic efficiency.

On the athar hand, the orientation toward the abalition
of secret barking represents bath the axis of a funda-
mental break with the antiproletarian function of the
banks and the backbone of proletarian contrel of credit
in order fo ossure the implementation of measures aimed
at orienting credit in the right direction, It is frivalous
to ask that credit "serve the development of employ-
ment" outside of this basic ¢lash over the breakup of

the internal mechanisms of the private, separote, and
antiproletarion function of the banking system. Flight
of capital, tax evasion, and fraudulent speculation are
systematically carried out in the shodows of secret bank=-
ing, jealously guarded by the powerful banking corpora-
tions, beginning with the governor of the Bank of ftaly,
+ + « To make the whole netwerk of banking activity
public and transparent, to give the workers orgoniza-
tions the right to inspect financial activities of national
interest . . ., ond to open the meetings of the inter-
ministerial committee for credit and savings to the con=
trol of the workers represent the preconditions for a rad=
ical reform of the barking system. ., . . It is known that
Italian companies are able to function thanks fo loans
that run os high os half the value of their liquid cssets
and that the special credit institutions contral the major
part of credits for industrial reconversion. Without ex-
amining the functions of the banking system and plac-
ing them under the tight contral of the workers organi-
zations, many demands around deferse of jobs, increases

in employment, and reconversion ore destined to remain
futile.

These, then, are some examples of the way in which
class struggle takes place ond will take place ever more
viclently within one decisive instrument of the govern-
ment's economic policy — the credit system — through
the confrontation between proletarion control and pri-
vatization of the institution. [J



must adopt toward such @ govemment,

The text below, produced by the Gruppi Comunisti Rivaluzionari (Revalutionary Communist
Groups), explains the position of the ltalian section of the Fourth International net anly en
the nature of the relations between the mass movement and the reformists, but also on the
choracter ond function of the "government of the left, " as well as the attitude revelutionaries

The GCR is presenting condidates on the slate of Democrazia Proletaria. During the electoral
compaign, members of the GCR hove participated in many meetings with Lotta Continua. The
GCR newspoper, Bandiera Roso, is being published weekly during the compaign,

QUARTA INTERNAZIONALE

4
o ENOCRAZIA
£ PROLETARIA

Although the die is not yet cast and the ever more fre-
netic mobilization of all the conservotive ond reaction=
ary forces may yet have on impact on vacillating layers
of the alectorate, mainly the urbon ond rural petty bour-
geoisie, it remaing possible that the parties and forma-
tions of the workers movement = PCI, P51, DP* — will
win an obsolute majority of the vote in the national
parliamentary elections on June 20, This would be an
electoral reflection of the relationship of forces that
*PCl: Partito Comunista Italiano — Italian Communist
party; P51: Partito Sociolista Italiono — Italian Social-
ist party; DP: Democrozio Proletoria = Proletarian
Democracy. The DP is the common slate of the far left,
the major participants in which are the Partito di Unita
Proletaria (Party of Proletarian Unity), Avanguardia
Operaia (Workers Vanguard), Lotta Continua (Struggle
Continues), the Gruppl Comunisti Riveluzionari (Revo-
lutionary Communist Groups, Italian section of the
Fourth International}, ond the Movimento del Lavoratori
per il Socialismo (Movement of Workers for Socialism) .

has been established by the ¢lass struggle ikelf during
the past several years.

In light of this possibility = for the achievement of
which a determined battle must continue to be waged
=~ {t js necessary to clarify a series of points ond to de=
fine, even if only in its cverall lines, the orientation
of revolutionaries,

First of all, it would be simplistic to establish an iden=
tity between the experience that may be inaugurated
in [taly in several weeks or months from now and the
experiences undergone In other countries, and evan in
Italy itself, in other periods. In foct, a relationship

of forces could emerge that is clearly more favarable
to the workers parties than was the case, for example,
at the time of the successes of the Popular Fronts in
Spain and France in 1934, Moreover — and this is an
essential point that must not be lost sight of for o mo-
ment — this would go hand in hand with a deeper and
more comprehensive crisis of capitalist society and would
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be the product not of a sudden explosion or a series of
struggles limited in time, but rather of a long=term up-
surge, one which began nearly o decode ago, has ex-
perienced no genuine reversals of its trend, and has suc-
cessively token root not only in the working class and
the student movement but alse omong all the exploited
and oppressed loyers of capitalist society. In the course
of this peried, in ltaly more than in any other European
country, broad social vanguards have emerged which
have ot various times played leoding roles, escaping
the control of the reformist bureaucratic leaderships and
seeking altermative solutions, even if only empirically
and episodically. Finally, the international context ap-
pears particularly favorable, first because American im-
perialism hos suffered o defeat of historic proportions

in Vietnam and now finds it impossible, at least for o
certain period, to envisage any military intervention
and even has difficulty adopting threatening political
attitudes, and second because the revolutionary crisis
now ripening in Italy is linked to potentially explosive
situations in other countries of southern Europe {(primarily
Spain, but also France, and one cannot yet speck of re-
stabilization in Portugal).

The first conclusion that must be drawn from this array
of analytical elements is that a majority for the workers
parties would emerge in a context in which it would be
difficult for the reformist leoderships to limit themselves
to assuming fasks of managing the capitalist system, of
simple rationalizations or moderate reformist actions.

It would likewise be difficult for them to arronge every=
thing in advance with the political forces of the bour-
geoisie, or to rigorously eurb or channel the movement
of the masses. In a phose of such ocute crisls of the sys=
tem at all levels and of great dynamism of the movement
of the masses, the reformist bureoucratic leaderships
would find themselves compelled to moke a choice be-
tween systematic class colloboration (with o renuncio-
tion of at leost a part of their own progrom, moderate
ot it is) and the odoption of measures that could strike
at a series of not at oll marginel vested interests. Opt-
ing for the former cheice would mean careening toward
rapid defeat; the latter choice would contribute, even
if against the plans ond intentions of these leaderships,
to sharpening and dramatizing social conflicts and palit-
ical closhes.

The paradox of the pesition of the reformist leoderships,
in particular that of the PCI, lies in the fact that the
very success of their political project could leod to ex-
actly the situation they want to awoid: a further oggro-
vation of political paralysis. It is significant that und=r
the impact of the debate around the elections, both
Lama {central PCI trade~union figure) and PC| secretary
general Enrico Berlinguer have hod to Indicate, albelt
with the greatest coution, that it is possible that if the
workers win a majerity, they could be compelled to as-
sume government responsibilities on their own If the
Christian Democrats (DC) and the other bourgeois par-
ties continue to reject both the historic compromise and
the "government of democratic coalition" that have
been proposed by the PCI.

A government of the left

Here lies the fist difference between reformists and rev-
olutionaries. While the reformists conceive of a govern-
ment of the left as a solution to be odopted only in ex-
tremis, imposing such o government must be the primary
objective for revolutionaries during the current phase,

The knotty economic and political problems, which are
becoming increasingly entangled in the context of the
everall crisis of the system, can be unroveled only if
the very structures of capitalist society as they hove
developed in Italy over the past thirty years are chal-
lenged. The reformists claim to want a change, but they
commit themselves to guaranteeing profits and the "nor-
mal" functioning of market laws. They pledge to oct
within the framework of the political structures of bour=
geois democracy and to respect so-called international
alliances, which means ltaly's odherence to the imperi-
alist- military and pelitical bloc, For revolutionaries

the aim is just the reverse. The priority is to prevent
the working closs and other exploited layers from being
the main victims of the critis, and so much the worse
for the econemic mechanizms of the system if the satis-
faction of this demand requires challenging or infring=
ing upon these mechanisms, The brood mosses must com-
mand the democratic-revolutionary irstruments they
need to express their will ond to exercise their hegemony
concretely, and so much the worse for the republican
comstitution if the achievement of this ooal contradicts
formal respect for the framework of that constitution,
The country must be withdrawn from the tuteloge of im-
perialism, thus permitting it to line up with the peoples
in struggle for their emancipation, and so much the
worse for MATO if this demand cannot be satisfied
within the framework of thot alliance.

Such o project requires an unambiguous definition of
the charocter of the government that must implement

it in proctice. On the bosis of their own premises, the
leoders of the PC| seek not only generic collaboration
with the bourgeoisie or with sectors of it, butspecifi-
cally with the parties that represent this class, whether
in the form of a special olliance with the Christian
Democracy or in the form of a coalition of all parties
except the necfoscist far right. Under certain conditions,
the PC| leaders could be compelled to shift their target
a bit, aiming at govermment collaboration with some
minor party, such os the PRI (Partite Repubblicano
Italiano — ltalian Republican party), which today mors
than ever enjoys the direct support of some sectors of
the ruling class. For revolutionaries, on the other hand,
the cbjective must be a government from which all rep-
resentatives, direct or indirect, of the ruling closs are
excluded, o government that deferds the interasts of
the working class and the other exploited layers, a gov-
ernment in which only representatives of these.classes
are present. This means o government composed of the
PCl and the P5I (the parties that up to now enjoy the
confidence of the great majority of the masses) and
besed on the trade unions and all the other mass organi-
zations. It cannot be ruled out in advance that indepen-
dents who are not members of either of these two parties
or representatives of possible new formations might be
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part of such a government, provided they were willing
to accept its program and discipline. But no bourgeois
group or party — even potential new groups created by
splits from the traditional formations — should be od-
mitted, The experiences of Spain and Chile, in spite
of their many differences, highlight the negative role
that can be played by such Trojan Homes, regardless
of their precise compaosition,

What kind of program?

It is not possible here to sketch out the full program of
a government of the workers parties. This would risk
becoming a mere |iterary exercise, for It is not yet pos-
sible to foresee all the problems that will be posed or
the concrete manner in which it will be necessary to
tackle them. The essential thing is to establish the cri=
teria on the bosis of which this program will have to be
worked out, These are the criteria that were used, for
example, by Lenin in listing the objectives for which
the mosses had to struggle in his well=known article of
September 1917, The Impending Catastrophe and How
to Fight It, These same criteria were again taken up in
some of the documents of the First congresses of the Com-
munist International, at o time when capitalist Europe
was being shaken by the postwar crisis, They were later
confirmed and mode more explicit by Trotsky in 1938,
during yet another critical phase of the systemon a
world scale, These eriteria are embodied in o transi-
tional program that must begin from the problems posed
by the objective situation and its trends, seek to cor-
respord to the living demands of the masses and their
will to satisfy them, and stimulate a dynamic of anti-
capitalist mobilization and struggle. On the basis of
experience — and in a revolutionary situation this can
pocur with notable rapidity — the mosses will come to
realize that in order to achieve the objectives they con-
sider vital, they must moke inroods against the existing
structures of society, bulld o new power, and erect a
government whose social content differs qualitatively
from all previous ones.

Let us take some examples, os concrete as possible. It
is an incontestable fact that the defense of employment
and of the living standards of the masses against erosion
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by inflation are central problems, felt as life-and-death
questions by the entire proletariat. The bourgeois thesis
that the solution to these problems depends on an in=
crease in productivity (to be achieved through new in-
vestment or through rationalization of the preductive
system} is @ mystification that conceals the reality of
bourgeois attempts to increase the reserve army of labor
{which means a reduction in the effectively employed
active population) and to intemsify exploitution (with
comsequent reductions of real wages, for a whole peried
at least),

The reformist thesis is not substantially different, for

it also puts the emphasis on investment and "rationali-
zation." It is not encugh to respond to this simply by
noting that a real “rationalization, " one that is benefi-
cial insteod of damaging to the masses, requires the ini-
tiation of socialist construction on the basis of a planned
economy. |t is also necessary to create conditions such
that it is possible to actually struggle for this chjective
and for the qualitative revolutionary leap that it requires,
mobilizing the masses for goals that they feel to be
necessary, goals whose realization would entail a break
with the logic of the system in the given context. The
struggle for the reduction of the workweek with no re-
duction in pay and the struggle for an integral sliding
scale of wages under the control of the workers at vori-
ous levels are the objectives that best fall within this
logic. The thirty-five=hour week with no reduction in
pay would not only guarantee employment levels, but
aven leod to Tncreases. In this sense, the demand has

a general impact and permits a linkup with the move-
ment of unemployed workers. (It is significant that the
representative of the unemployed organizations who
spoke at the national demonstration of matalworkers In
Maples last December ralsed exactly this demand.) And
it is clear thot to struggle for this objective in the pres-
ent context means to roilse a demand incompatible

with the system; in other words, to attack the profifs
and power of the employers. The impact of a sliding
scale that would completely and Immediately compen-
sate for the erosion of buying power need not be demon~
strated. All the workers understand it perfectly, It is
sufficient to stress first the necessity of revising the
package to include items that have now become articles
of mass consumption (this would be a concrete way of
struggling agairst the regression in the scale of consump-
tion that has been imposed on the working class as a re-
sult of the epormous price increases) and second the
impartarce of alse introducing, 1n connection with the
sliding scale,; the idea of workers contrel (ot the point
of cost determination, price-fixing, ond so on).

The program of the PCI for the electoral campaign has
confirmed the refermists' repunciation of naotionalizations,
of the expropriation of capitalist property. For revalu-
tionaries, this is not o matter confirming in general herms
the necesity of striking at the great monopolistic groups,
exproprioting them without compensation, but of enu-
merating the specific terrain on which the problem can

be posed in the short term, in relation both to the ur-
gent problems now posed and to the level of asimilation
of certain demands on the part of the brood masses, Al-
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ready thare is no lock of examples, nor will there be o
lack in the near future. There are employers who claim
that they cannot continue functioning, who are threat-
ening barkruptcy, and who wont to use such blockmail
and pressure to receive a blank check to lay off workers
and appeal for state aid. 5o, if these gentlemen cannot
go on any more, let them toke their leave, Let thalr
companies be nationalized, and let them be placed un-
der workers control, in order to ovoid the creation of
new state posts, sources of corruption ond mismanage=
ment. Another example: The ail trusts and the large-
scale distribution network for consumer goods are engag-
ing in dizzying speculation, raking in fabulous profits
while the workers have to tighten their belts, which
contributes to inflation. A government of the workers
parties, rather than simply whining about this or de-
nouncing it, would have to counterottack vigorously
threugh measures of nationalization, ence ogain under
workers contrel, Similar ressoning goes for real estate,
where the most frenetic speculotion is continuing, while
housing costs are soaring and the great majority of the
workers are unable to satisfy their most elementary house=-
hold needs, Here ogain, nationalization without com-
pensation of the property of the lond speculators is the
required meature (in combination, of course, with other
maasures more directly related to housing construction),
without which any project of urban reform is only empty
chatter.,

It is cerhain that in the event of o success for the workers
parties and of their accession to the government, tha
flight of copital and exchange speculation that has gone
on in recent months will acquire even greater dimen-
sions, with disorgonizing effects on the entire economy.
It is illusory to think thot this donger can be somehow
exorcised by issuing guarantees left and right and by
proclaiming the will of the workers parties to respect
profits; the socrosanct lows of the market, and the mech-
anisms of the Common Market, The response must be
drostic measures against smugglers of capital ond specu-
lators. These gentlemen must be expropriated ond prose-
cuted, But this can have only limited effectiveness if

it is nof eccompanied by odditional meosures, such o
control over banking activities with the direct partici-
pation of the workers (the experiences of the struggles

of the Portuguese bark employees provide uvseful lessons
in this regord) ond forms of state monopoly of foreign
trade (In order to prevent exchange speculation by big
expor ters and importers) .

The advocates of the policy of the historic compromise
or of national coalition will object that if all this is
done the 51 percent majority for the workers parties
would wind up provoking a situation marked by grave
tension and conflict, which would entail the risk of
tragic fissures in society, But is it perhops possible to
resolve such a profound crisis — whose roots, os the re=
formists themselves are forced to admit, lie directly in
the structures of the system itself — without attecking
many powerful vested interests, without focing opposi-
tion from the holders of privilege, without greot social
conflict? Inreality, os we pointed out earlier, the
workers government will have to make a clear choice,

almost immediately: Either to limit iself to odminister=
ing the crisis within the framework of the status que (in
other words, to take on the function of stabilization
and nermelization, inevitably at the expense of the
brood masses who made it pessible to form the govern-
ment in the first ploce) or alse to seek 1o defend the
bosic interesis of the masses and thus to begin fo sirike
against at least o part of the existing vested interests,
which would of course inevitably create situations of
conflict, but with the knowledge that this is the only
way not only to maintain but also to enlarge the support
of the octively mobilized masses. Revolutionaries must
do everything possible to create faverable conditions
for the second option being chesen.

Attitude of revolutionaries

This point raises the general question of the attitude of
revolutionaries toward o government of workers parties
with reformist leaderships, This attitude must be defined
while toking occount of two essential elements.

The first is that revolutionaries, en the basis of all his-
toric experiente, reject the hypothesis of the traditional
workers parties that the transition to socialism {after the
phase of the "second stage of the demgcratic antifascist
revolution") will be able to take place gradually through
o succession of reforms and through internal transforma-
tion of the political structures of bourgesis democracy.
Revolutionaries do not confuse the formation of a gov-
ernment of the workers parties with the seizure of power
by the proleforiat. The seizure of power can in no way
be identified with a PCI-PS| government after Jure 20,
nor can the role of revelutionaries be reduced to ane
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of applying pressure {from without or within, that is,
through the presence of several ministers or under-secre-
faries). It will be the task of revolutionaries always to
put forward the point of view of the interests of the work-
ing class, of the necessity for the building ond strength—-
ening of the mass movement and its democratic and rev=
olutionary crganization .

This does not at all rule out support, even formal sup=
port, to oll those political decisions of a government
of workers parties that effectively strike against the in=
terasts of fhe ruling classes, whether the local capital-
ists or the foreign imperialists, and that represent real
gains for the working class and its allies. It does not
rule out defense of the government that enjoys the con-
fidence of the majority of the masses against any reac-
tionary, fascist, or parafoscist operation. But this must
be done without creating the slightest confusion as fo
strategy and without the slightest renunciation of palit-
ical independence.

A possible victory for the left on June 20 would undoubt=
edly be occompanied by great mass enthusiosm, by In-
creased confidence of the masses in their own strength,
by a will to take advantage of the new relationship of
forces sealed on the institutional level. This could create
favorable conditions for mass mobilizations with a com=
prehamsive political scope and for the emergence of new
argans of mobilization and organizatian. All the prab-
lems relating to organs of revolutionary democracy of
the soviet type will then have to be placed on the
agenda. Their translation into concrete terms will have
to ba a cardinal element of revalutionary strategy,
What will have to be posed through these organs — and
through other mass organs such os the trode unions —
will be, among other things, the crucial problem of
workers self-defense against the attocks of the repres-
sive forces and of fascist or parofascist gangs. The sys-
tematic organization of self-deferse will have fo be
combined with a quolitative leap in political interven=~
tion within the armed forces, for elementary democratic
rights for the soldiers inside and outside the barrocks,
for the independent rank-and-file organization of the
soldiers. Only in this way and not by spreading illusions
about the "democratic spirit" of the armed forces (in=
cluding the officers and generals) nor by simply includ~
ing some veterans on the election slates, will it be pos-
sible fo tie the hands of these who dream of repesting
in Italy the criminal enterprise of the dictator Pinochet.

We have insisted on the necessity of a government of
the workers parties rejecting collaboration with the
military bodies of imperialism ond of making withdrawal
from the Atlantic Poct an immediate objective. Mare
generally, the whole international outlook of the re=
farmist leaders will hove to be turned around.

Mo one denies that a workers government may sometimes
haove to maneuver, choose the most opportune moment
to act, and even accept certain limitations. (The fact

that the Cuban revolutionaries rencunced driving the
United States out of Guantanamo naval base for a long
period did not prevent them from courageously pressing
ohead with revelutionary action) . But what must be re=
jected is the logic of so-called incompatibility, It is
true that American imperiolism, and more directly cer-
tain European capitalist powers, will exert great weight
on the Italian situation and may not be extremely dis=
criminating in their choice of measures. But it Is no less
true that the formation of a workers government and the
possible outbredk of a revolutionary crisis in Italy will
have enormous repercussions in @ number of European
countries. In the long run, the solution that is posed
must inevitably be the outbreak of revelutionary situo-
ttans In other countries of the continent, with the es-
tablishment of other workers governments and a poten=
tial dynamic of conquest of power by the proletariat.
I the shorter run, the international policy of @ workers
government in Italy will have io seek to combine some
inevitable tactical compromises with economic and po-
litical accords with countries in which copitalism has
been abolished as well as with appeals for mobilizations
of solidarity with lraly by the workers parties of ather
countries. (The propesal, for instance, of a congress

of all the working=class political and trade-union orga-
nizations of Europe fo combat possible economic sabo~
tage against Italy could get an exiraordinary response
even in countries in which the objective situation re=
mains relatively more bockward.]

The advent of a left government and a further evolution
of the relationship of class forces may create more Favor=
able conditions for the building of a revolutionary perty
capable of fighting to overturn the hegemony of the re=-
farmist bureaucracies. Because of the differentiations and
divergances, some of them quite sericus, that now axist
amang the major and minor formations of the far left,
this will not be on easy or linear process. But the new
situation may compel reconsideration and reexamination
of strategic suppositions, general conceptions, ond
mathods in the light of needs that are felt concretely

by the masses, The discussions that went on during April
and the First weeks of May, which were not limited to
the problem of electoral options, can ond must continue,
take on greater breadth, and become more rigorous,
going beyond the scholastic remnants of the post, mok=-
ing inroads against sectarian crystallization, and sweep=
ing away ridiculous organizational patriotism. If this
condition is fulfilled, within the context of a rising dy-
namic of the movement, new situations may arise and
lay the basis for a great new reshuffling of the deck,
with new polarizations within the far left and new drives
toward unity.

May 28, 1976



poriuguese elections

VOTE PATO!

The presidential election campaign in Portugal is un-
folding in o context characterized by a series of factors:
the majority won by the parties of the working class in
the elections to the Assembly of the Republic; the con=
tinuation of a erisis of bourgeois political leadership
lin spite of the current rallying of the bourgesis parties
to the candidacy of Chief of Stoff Ramalho Eanes): o
profound economic crisis; the continued manifestation
of the capacity of resistance of the working closs,

The bourgeoisie, ofter relatively comsaldiating Its for-
ces of repression, is now aiming on the one hand at
getting Eanes elected by a large majority in order to
neutralize it defeat of April 25, 1975, and on the other
hard ot rolling over the CP. While the dominant sec-
tors of the bourgeoisie are indicating their ogresment
with the Soares government project — he promises o
apply a program of "dynamization of the private sec-
tor” and "profitization of the public sector” (Opedo,
June 17-23) — they are openly asserting that & soon
as the first government crisis breaks out, priority will
be given to a "government of national unien. ™ Eanes
hes promised this, for there certainly will be a govern=
ment crisis,

This repid description indicates the problems that will
be on the agenda tomorrow: formation of a government
ard Tts future crises; unionizotion and the hold ing of
the first trode=union congress (in order to establish o
real central union federation for the first time); the
breadth of the workers resistance to the government's
plans to prune the economy, with consequent repercus-
sions on the SP. The various compaigrs being waged by
the candidates for president must be evaluated an the
basis of these questions as well as on the besis of the
very unaven process of development of the corscious-
ness of the Portuguese toiling mosses and of the neces=-
sary conquest of thair independence,

For Eanes and Azevedo, things are clear. They are the
candidates of the employers, although the latter does
embarrass the former by his untimely outbursts, The can=
didate of the Communist party, Octavio Pata, while he
declares in advance his respect for the future president,
is centering his.campaign on this thems: "What is in
question today, the same point that was posed in

April (1976), is who will govern the country. A right=
ist holy alliance ogairst the interests of the workers

or a leftist allience with the workers?"

Carvalho claims that his "party is the people” (A Ca-
pital, June 9) and that "the parties divide the pecple. "
He procloims his total independence of those who sup=
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port him. But he odmires Eanes, chief of smoff of the
of the army in which he, Carvalho, s o majorz "Eanes
is an honest man, who con be used by the forces of the
right, If Eanes s really and honestly engaged in con-
struction of a democracy of the type | favor, then it
will be difficult for the parties of the right to manipu=
late him." (O Jornal, June 9

The compaign of the organizations that support Carva=
Ihe (LDP, MES, PRP} is first of all misaxized in rela-
tion to the real problems that are posed now or will be
posed for the workers fomorrow. Secand, it is being
conducted under the illusion that Otele will win an
electoral victory (he will, however, get a large vote),
ond it reproduces many of the myths far which the Por-
tuguese working class has olready paid dearly, J, A,
Fernandez, editor of a weekly that supports the cam-
paign, hod to write: "At the risk of shocking some or-
ganizations ond workers, it is useful to say that Otels
is not going to win....[It Ts serious) to cultivate the
illusion that an electoral victory would resslve the
pecple's problens. " The slogans on the two Carvalka
posters, which beor the colors of the Portuguese flag,
are "April 25 for president” (this one shows Otelo Tn
his general's uniform) and " A friend for president.

Finally, while the campaign has relaunched the theme
of "popular power, " it locates this power in the organs
established for the elections (the GDUP=Dynamization
Group of Populer Unity). This induced the editor of Ga-
zeta, who |s nevertheless a supporter of Otels, to say:
"The revolutionaries do not have o clear aiternative

to the strategy of the CP, ... At bottom, they stand

side by side with the CP, s though they hod broken
with its theory and practice only to come up with a new
leftist version of 1t."

The first part of the text below, a national leaflet dis-
tributed by the Liga Comunista Internacionalista (LCI
=Intemnaticonalist Communist League), describes the
project of Eanes and the 5P and raises the slogan, No
votes for bourgeois candidates! The LCI then explains
its central political choices and its slogan of a vote
for Octavio Pato of the CP.
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Against the candidates who represent November 25, Ra-
malko Eanes and Pinheiro de Azevedo, Otelo Carvalho
counterposes April 25, In foct, his campaign slogan
claims that what he wants s to put "&pril 25 in the
presidency. " Otelo respects the " April 25 of the cop-
tains so much that he declares: "In truth, | odmire
Ramalho Eanes very much for his professional competence
and his character, The whole problem is thot the pelit-
ical parties that support him are trying to make use of
his name and prestige, " (O Jornal, June 9=15, 1976.)
He also speaks of the "unity, cohesion, and discipline
of the army." It is this army, with 1ts Ecreses, Jaime
Meveses, and Pires Velosos, that he promises to "ploce
in the service of the people.” This army will never be
in the service of the workers; November 25 proved
that. There can be no illusions. Why doesn't Otels
toke o stand clearly in favor of the only things that
would allew the soldiers to stond side by side with the
workers in the future battles ogaimst the bosses and
their state:

*the right of the soldiers in uniform fo express them=
selves and discuss freely in the barracks, which is now
forbidden, even while the generals make themselves
clariors of reaction;

* the right of soldiers to orgonize themselves in o
unian (linked ta the workers uniors] and into commis-
sions fn order to work out and defend their demands.

The cause of this silence lies in the respect Otelo mani=-
fests tor an army and hierarchy out of which he has
emerged and of which he is still @ member. Moreover,
Major Carvalha, while insisting on his respect for the
officers, has not failed to stress his complete indepen-
dence of the organizations that ore supporting his can-
didacy. [t is no small parodox that a candidate whe
claims allegionce fo the working closs takes greater dis=
tance fram the workers parties than from the bourgeois
cofficers.

But is "April 25 in the presidency” really what the work=
ers need? The working men and women who are now
supparting Otelo's candidacy know very wall that the
strengthening of the workers commissions, the broaden-
ing of the independence of the tenants commissions, the
development of soldiers commissions, and the construc-
tion of a democratic and independent trade union ran
and still run counter to the tutelage symbolized by the
"MF A-pecple alliance." |n continuing fo represent

that alliance, Otele holds cut no other road for the
toiling masses except the impasse into which they have
already been plunged by the MFA,

It is true that the unity of the workers is a decisive ob-
jective. But this unity — against the bourgeoisie, its
state, ond it parties = must be constructed:

"in the workers commissions, by making sure that they
function democratically, that they are elected, that all
the currents of the workers movement can express theme
selves within the commissiors with no exclusion;

"in the trade unions, by making sure that they are inde-
pendent and that they respect the right of tendency, by
fighting for a democratic congress of all the unions in
order to define o workers plan of struggle against capi-
talist cooptation.

*among the parties of the workers movement, on the ba-
sis of precise objectives thaf stimylate the mobilizations
of the working class, the workers resporse to the offen-
sive of the bosses and their state,

That is @ concrete resporse to the division of the classi
On the other hand, the "non-partyist” proclamations
—which tend to erase the closs difference between
workers and bourgeois parties and thus tend to minimize,
not to say deny, the importance of the majority won by
the workers parties in the elections to the Assembly of
the Republic — generate illusions in providential salu-
tiors and de-emphasize the necessity of o response of
the werkers organized in their commissions, unions, and
parties and united around a plan of struggle.

It is only by building this unity and by repudiating "non=
partyism"” that the "rank=ond-file popular orgams” can
be dynamized, that workers control can be extended

and defended, that the agrarion reform can be deep-
ened; this Is also the anly way Eanes, and reaction
along with him, can be beaten.

Pato: Won’t confront Eanes

Octivio Pato, candidate of the Communist party, the
only candidate linked to a workers party, claims alle-
giance to the majority won by the candidates of the
working class in the legislative elections. It is true that
the votes of the workers in these elections expressed the
desire fo defeat the PPD (Popular Democratic party) and
the CDS (Secial Democratic Center), to deferd the
conquests of the workers and continue the struggle for
socialism, for the demacracy of workers councils. In
voting for the workers parties, the workers voted against
the bosses and the military hierarchy. Mow, today, the
cardidate of the CP claims that he doesn't want to. "an-
togonize" Eanes and Pinkeiro. In oddition, he offirms
his respect for the pact between the Council of the Reva-
lution and the parties, which hands Eanes, candidate
of the basses, a club with which to "pacify the facto-
ries, " to impose the bosses' will, If necessary over the
head of the left majority, on the Assembly and the
government,

The unity of the workers which Pato Tnvokes cannot be
the simple result of an oddition of the deputies of the
CP and 5P or the product of pressure on the 5P, This
unity of the working class will be comstructed anly on
these conditions:

"iF unitary demands overcoming the barriers amorg
various categories of workers, betwean men and wamen
{equal pay), are defended with determination; {

*if, ogoirst the attocks of the bosses, clear projects
for dynamizing, broodening, and coordinating the
workers commissions and for strengthening and unifying
the trade unions are put forward,

OF course, it is the class struggle thot divides the Par-
tuguese people. But it is the seciorion and bursaucra-
tic methods that contribute to dividing the Portuguese
warkers; it is the declorations of confidence in the "of=-
ficers loyal to April 25" that demobilize the workers.
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Finally, at the moment when the American, German,
F'!."c“. British, and other bt;L.-rggl;risim e apr_-rﬂ:,r sUp-
porting their friend Eones ond when the workers of the
Spanish state are dealing the sharpest blows to the heri=
tage of Fronco, Otelo and Pato hove mode themselves
the deferden of "national indeperdence. ™ They are
not campalgning:

“for rejection of the lbarian poct;

*for active solidarity with the struggle of the work-
ing class of the Spanish state ogainst Juan Corlos,
against reaction, and for socialism,

Prepare tomorrow’s battles

The bourgeoisie, ofter its defeat in the legislative elec=
Homs, is now regaining its courage. With the cid of the
SP leodemhip, it hopes to assermble the greatest number
of votes around Eanes (and it will olso count the vores
of Azeveds os indirectly its own), in order to wipe out
the unfortunate results of April 25, 1974,

"Mot one vote must be lacking in the fight to defeat
the Eanes operation |
* All the workers will monifest their radical oppodition
ta "what he promises to do” and thus they will also ex=
press thair rejection of the program that future prime
minister Sooret proposes fo implemeant|

If the workers must obove all have confidence in thair
own struggles, in their ability to orgonize themselves
more solidly in the workens commissioms and the Unions:
if the workers will ploce no confidence either in the
new attempled compromises propesed by the CPar Tn
the "mon-partyism” ond mireculous solutions of Otelg;
if the workers know that thair battle In the Foctories
will have to be continued after June 27, they must
nevertheless use thelr votes to extend the electoral vie=
tory of April 25, 1976, ond thus prepare the way for
the assertion of independent solutions for the toiling
MmO as,

* Agoirat the projech of o government of national unity,
the workers will else, through their votes, prenounce
themselves for a government of the 5P and CP, which
reflects the worken majority that come out of the leg-
islative elections, o government that applies o program
of defense and exteniion of the gu;ni wan in Hruggh!_.

o program defised by a democratic congress of all tha
unions and expressing the workers' will for independence
of the bourgeoisiel

The LC| maintains that:

*to vote for Ocifivio Pato does not [n any way imply
supporting his progrom; in the context of these elec-
tioms, it I8 the only way lo manifest the worken' will
to struagle for these objectives, the workers" will for
independence, agoinst the policy of Eanes ond al|
thote who wpport him;

*to vote for the only candidate of o workers porty
also represants the pg!.s'lbi“F-,- of the workers' demanding
of this party, within the workers commissions and the
yniors, o united palicy of struggle ogalmst the generals
and capitalists.

Vote Octlvio Patol
£ 1

THE STAKES
IN THE

SYRIAN
INTERVENTION

eby MAJIDA SALMANe

With the new Syrian military intervention in Lebanon,
the civil war that has raged without interruption since
March 15974 hos ogain begun to shake the antire Arab
world, Since altrulsm has never been a distingulshing
characteristic of the policy of bourgeois states, It is
clear encugh that what is really involved in the efforts
of various stotes to intervene in Lebaron — from the
Syrian invasion to Giscord's "offer” of French troops,
ta the "green helmeh" of the "p-ecl:qr-kceping" force

of the Arcb Leogue — is the overall Argb ond internc-
tional dimemion of the conflict. The sudden military
interest in the Lebanese civil war on the part of the im=
parializt powers and the bourgeois Arab regimes (fom
the most blatantly reactionary, like Soudi Arabla, to
the most demagogic, like Irag and Libya) indicates that
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the confessional aspect of the conflict (see INPRECOR,
MNo.47/48, April 1, 1978 was only the outward oppear-
ance of a war that in reality raises the problem of the
Future of the Arcb Eost as o whole, The international
refationship of forces in the region, the maintenance

of the well-being of impericlist capital, and the stabil-
ity of the existing Arab regimes, especially that of the
Baath party in Syria, are some of the questions that are

Syrian maneuvers and the first
intervention

It was around the Lebanese presidential election, held
May 8, 1976, that the new initiatives prepared by the
Syrians caome to the fore. Since tha clear military failure
of the Christian right in Lebanon, the Syrian regime

hod becomie the most credible ally of Washington and
the force most interested in restoring "order” in Lebanon
— an “"order" that would break and wipe out the military
gains of the Palestinians and the Lebanese left and at
the same time would move toward the strangulation of
the armed Palestinian resistance, @ job that had proved
difficult to carry out in Lebanon,

Elios Sarkis, who "won" the election, weas the candidate
of the Christian right, U.5. Imperialism, and the Syrian
Boathists. The declsion of the Damascus regime to back
Sarkis is not difficult to explain, He is one of the most
unpopular personalities in the country; once designated
president of a thoroughly destroyed Lebanese state all

of whose institutions are broken up, he would be dble

ta fulfill his functions only by calling upon a Syrian in-
tervention, or ot least by focilitating the exercise of
Syrian influence in Lebanon. Moreover, Sarkis is the
favorite of the most influential officers of the Lebanese
secret service during the Chehab regime, and he is thus
in the best position to reactivate the old Chehabist sec-
ret police, the discredited officers of which had sought
asylum in Syria (where they underwent "refresher courses")
after the Franjieh government came to power. The Syrian
regime thus counted on being paid back for its hospital-
ity and hence brought all its weight to bear to get its
caondidate alected,

Raymond Eddé, a reactionary Christian leader who hod
odopted a moderate position during the war, was the
candidate who opposed Sarkis. Although known for his
hostility to the Palestinion presence ond activity In
Lebanon and favorable to repression against the Pales-
tinians, Eddé was nonetheless the candidate supported
by the Lebanese Communist party and the leadership
of the Palestinian resistance, both of which frequently
exhibit short memories,

By greasing the palms of the parlioment members on the
one hand and by threatening them on the other, the
Syrians succeeded in getting Sarkis elected president
by the Chamber of Deputies, which has been totally
paralyzed throughout the civil war, At first, the Leba=
nese left and the Palestinian resistance hod been firmly
opposed to the holding of these elections, which were

imposed by the Syrion regime. But Yassir Arofat, who
traveled fo Damascus a few daoys before the date set for
the elections ond held long talks with Syrian President
Hofez el-Assod, ogreed to the election of Sarkis in ex=
change for a promise from the Syrian leaders not to in-
terfare militarily against the Palestinians in Lebanon,
The effect of this agreement was to reduce opposition
to the elections considerably, Sorkis was elected thanks
ta the passivity of the Polestinians and their ally, the
Arriiy of Arcb Lebanon, a passivity that hod been de-
manded of them by the leaders of the Palestine Libara-
tion Crganization.

Arafat, sure of the inability of any new Lebanese re-
gime to "tame" the ormed Palestinian comps, token in
by the promises of Assad, and, above all, little con=-
cerned about the problems of the masses and the Lebo=
nese left, fell into the Syrian trap. The Syrians, of
course, declined to keep their promises. Having scored
some points on the internal Lebanese field, they pre-
pared to execute the second stoge of the plan: the de~
finitive strangulation of the Palestinian resistance,

The central position occupied by Lebanon in the frame-
work of the "peaceful salution” to the Arab-lsroeli con-
Flict derives from the impact and effective militory
strength of the Palestinions concentrated there. The
determination of the Syrian Baothist regime now being
evidenced is the result not of o simple desire to gaina
tight grip on the politics of & neighboring country, but
rather of the extent to which the Syrian regime wants

to achieve an overall sattlement in the Arob East. The
Syrians are well aware of the fact that the key to this
"peace” lies in Lebanon, center of the Palestinian com-
penent of this Syro-American sporsored peace. Strength-
ened by their increased influence in Labanon since the
cease-fire of January 1976, the Syrions concluded an
agreement with American imperialism: The Syrions
would restore “order” In Lebanon, wiping out the vic-
teries of the Palestinian resistonce and crushing its ef=
fective freedom of action. In return, the Americans
would exert pressure on their Zionist ally in order to
draw the lsroeli state into a solution based on the estab-
lishment of a Palestinian mini-state In a federal Jor=
danian=Syrian-Palestinion framework, a mini=state sub=-
ject to Syro-Jordanian domination. For this solution

te be credible, it was necessary for the Syrions to dem=
onstrate their ability to fulfill the requirements demanded
by American imperialism. The first Syrian military in-
tervention in Lebanon, initiated in April 1976, came

in response to the U.S, exigancies. |t was aimed ot
choking the resistance and ot weakening the Lebonese
left, against which the attacks were openly directed.

The first Syrian failure

On April 12 some 2,000 Syrian soldiers crossed the
Lebanese border, rushing to the rescue of the militarily
hard-pressed Christian right. Three days later, the Syr-
ians were compelled to halt their advance becouse of
the resistance they hod met, Nevertheless, the troops
remained in Lebanen, contrary to the Awsad-Arafat
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agreament, even ofter the presidential election on

May 8, The victim, os usual, of his own opportunist
concessions fo the bourgeois Arob regimes, Arafat real-
ized that he hod been tricked, A few days after the
elections, the Palestinian resistance and the Lebanese
left launched @ successful militory offensive ogainst the
Syriarms and the Christian right. The determination of
the Palestinian ond Lebanese masses was declsive in this
battle; it went for beyord the expectations of either
the Palestinion ond Lebanese leaders or the Syrian at=
tackers. Bolstered by their military victories and by the
scope taken on by the mobilization of the Palestinian
Arab masses within the lsroeli borders and in the occu-
pied territories, the Palestinion leadership was not pre=-
pared to make important concessions that would damage
their awn Interests, They saw no reason to give in to
Syric and accept the imposition in the Palestinian camps
in Lebanon of the same conditions that prevail in the
camps in Syria, where the resistance has no freedom

of action.

Hence, the Syrians resigned themselves to reconsidering
their plan of attack, At the same time, the internal
situation in Syria itself, which hod become increasingly
delicate for the Assod regime (in no small part because
of the Lebonese crisis), was to become more and mare
important in the following stages of the "Lebanese"
conflict,

The internal Syrian crisis

The military dictatorship established in 1970 as the re-
sult of o coup that brought the right wing of the Baath
party (led by Assod) to power in Syria was not compelled
to immediately confront serious problems that could

have endangered its stability. The ferccious repression
ond the efficient action of the secret police triumphed
over the "left" wing of the Baath, led by Salah Jedid,
who was ousted by the Assad coup. The MNasserite oppo-
sition, which wos less dangerous, was eliminated through
its ossimilotion into the coalition estoblished by the

new Baathist regime just after its victory, This coalition

included the ruling Baath, the small MNasserite organi-
zatiors, and the Syrion Communist party. The latter,
whose influence in Syria is not negligible, renounced
its opposition status in order to participate in o coali-
tion in which the Baoth is the |leading force, The real-
ity was, however, that the Baath governed alone, the
CP remaining en the scene only to apploud all the re-
gime's initiatives and to curb any possible revolt ogainst
the regime, which was granted a "progressive” cover

by this formal coalition.

The civil war in Lebanon, however, with all ifs poten-
tial for generating major upsets throughout the region,
has put an erd to the apparent stability of the Syrian
government and hos laid bare the contradictions of a
regime whose rottenness wos already far odvanced.,

The sacial malaise in Syria is o product of several fac-
tors, among them the economic changes and crites ge-
companied by the "liberalization" introduced by Assad

EYRIAM UMIT PAUSES MEAK CHTAURA SHORTLY AFTER CROLEING INTO LEBAMOMN

and the facilities occorded the bourgeoisie in the pri-
vate sector, whose influence is increasingly manifest,
This mounting bourgeois influenca pressures Syria to
seek o stable peace in the Arab East at the price of
great concessions to lsroel, a situation that is viewed
with bitterness by the Syrian masses, among whom anti=
imperialist and Arab nationalist conceptions are deeply
rooted, While the public sector has not yet been pro=
foundly eroded, it is nonetheless true that the bourgeoi-
sie in the private sector has enjoyed full prosperity ever
since Assod opened the Syrian market to foreign invest=
ment.

The resulting economic crisis borders on disaster, The
rise in the cost of living oppears limitless, the prices

of some bosic food products having increased fivefold
during the past two years. The dangerous economic and
social crisis is exocerbated by confessional gangrene.
The regime is dominated by members of the Allouite
Islamic sect (about 10 percent of the Syrian population),
Assod among them. The Sunnis (adherents of “orthodox™
Islam), who constitute the majority of the population,
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have besn the target of confessional agitation stimu=
lated by far-right Sunni organizations.,

All these latent controdictions were suddenly brought
to the surface by the Lebanese crisis and the Syrion in=
tervention.,

The left oppasition to the regime is essentially domi-
nated by the partisans of Salah Jedid, while the Com-
munist party continues to lend its support to the govern-
ment, despite repression ogainst CP members, This op=
position hos important strength, even within the army
ond the Baath party itself, neither of which have been
completely purged of supporters of the previous regima,
but especially among students and Palestinian milieus.
The scope of the potential oppesition is indicated by
the hundreds of arrests that have occurred during the
past several weeks, The wing of the Baath party repre-
sented by Saloh Jedid is now experiencing an Important
new rise in its influence among Syrian officers.

Threatened by this situation, the Syrian cuthorities have
but one powerful ally that con aid them in remaining

in power: U.5. imperialism. They will do everything
possible to establish “peoce" in the Arch East, and to=
ward this end they will da everything they can te dom=
inate the military situation in Lebanon, For Assad, it

is an all or nothing game. Hence the second, and mas=
sive, Syrian milltary intervention, which began on

Jure 1,

The new intervention and the popular
resistance

Buring the last week of May, the Christion right in
Lebanon found itself clearly averrun militarlly. The
forces of the Lebanese left and the Palestinian resistance
controlled BO percent of the country. The bourgeois
Christion leoders saw only one way to alter this situa-
tion: intervention from the outside. Syria was the only
available source. With this aim in view, the Christian
leodership unleashed an offensive, ordering the bom-
barding of Muslim neighborhoods in an effort to provoke
a Syrien intervention in the guise of “ending the blood-
shed. " This worked. Twenty thousand Syrian soldiers,
backed by hundreds of tanks, entered Lebanon. In the
meantime, the Phalangists indicated their support to a
proposal for a "round table” of all the Lebanese bellig-
erents. The Syrian rulers also favored this proposal, for
it enabled them 1o present themselves as arbiters and
not as open defenders of Christian reaction,

The so-called lslamo-progressive comp perceived the
threats inherent in the Syrian advance very concretely,
Faithful to their traditional behavior, the Palestinian
leaders thought they could find a solution by appealing
to the bourgeois Arab leoderhips. Yassir Arafat's First
reaction was to call upon the Arab League to exert pres-
sure on Syria to withdraw. Thus, for three days the Syr-
ian troops advanced in Lebanon without meeting any
substantial resistance. The reformist Lebanese and Pales-
tinian leaderships were not yet prepared to respord, for

S ORE BI5SING DVER BERUT

they were busy seeking to establish alliances with the
Arab bourgecisies (including the most reactionary of
them) . But these leaders ran into stony reactions from
these bourgecisies, which were prepared only to denocunce
the Syrian action verbally in order to mislead the masses
in their own countries, who ore strongly semsitive to the
Palestinian question and are directly affected by up-
heavals in any of the Arab states. They refrained, how=
ever, from really moving against Syria,

Thus, the reformist Palestinion and Lebanese leaders
had only one way left by which to safeguard their in-
dependence and even their very existence: arganize
armed resistonce to the Syrian invasion. At the same
time, the Polestinion and Lebanese masses grew weary
of walting for orders from their commanders; they moved
into action ogainst the Syrion troops. The scope of the
popular resistonce prevented Syria from registering the
ropid military victories that were sssential, Dozens of
Syrian tanks (mode in the Saviet Union) were destroyed
in sauthern Lebanon and in the mountaing and hundreds
of Syrian saldiers were token prisoner.

In foce of this situation, the League of Arab Stotes
could not maintain silence, which would have been
done hod the Syrians achieved a quick victory, The
reactions of the various states were determined by the
existing inter=-Acab political and economic rivalries.
Egypt, under attack by Syria since the signing of the
Sinai accords with lsrael in 1975, decided to cuthid
Domascus in the domain of pro-Palestinian demagogy.
Algeria likewise denounced Syria, bul refrained from
doing anything because of the delicate infernal pelit=
ical situation prevailing on the eve of w-called fres
elections. The Baathist regime in lrag, delighted to
score some points against its Syrian rival, issued T
usual denunciation of Daemascus and massed troops on
the Syrian border. Meanwhile, the whole gamut of
Arab bourgeoisies came together under the patronage
of the most reactionary Arab state: Soudi Arabia. It



LEBANON
e e

was then decided to send the "green helmets, " to be
composed of Algerian, Libyon, and Sudanese contin-
gents. The stated purpose of the intervention was to
reconcile Syrio and the Palestinian resistance.

This decision has not been implemented. In fact, it has
served os a eover for the Syrian intervention, Local
commentators have noted that the arrival of what was
supposed to be the first battalion of "green helmets"
was in foct only the arrival of yet another Syrian bat-
talion, The Arob regimes, extremely dynamic when it
comes to raising slogans in support of the Palestinian
resistance, refrain from action when it is o question of
preventing a mossecre, Even Libya, self-proclaimed
stalwart of Arab nationalism during the past several
years; supports the Syrian presence in Lebanon when
the Libyan emissary is in Damascus and opposes it when
this same emissary meets with the leoders of the resis-
tance,

What next?

Foced with strong resistance in Lebanan, the Syrion
leadership was compelled to halt its advance on June
12, But the halt will be temporary; it is designed to
prepare for a more effective attack. A four-power sum-
mit in Riyodh (Saudi Arabia) — including Syria, Soudi
Ardbia, Kuwait, and Egypt — which was originally
scheduled for June 17, has been postponed to June 23,
Syrio appears determined to relaunch its advance, and
the ather Arab regimes, while willing to extend com=
plicity, prefer not to be sitting in o summit meeting
with Syria while the attack is octually under way.

In this extremely complex situation, the leaders of the
PLO refuse to draw the lessons; they continue to seek

a selution among the Arob bourgeoisies, hoping to bene=
fit by playing en their internal contradictions. Mean-
while, the Lebanese and Polestinian masses are contin-
uing their resistance. The reformist and Stalinist Leba=
nese leaderships ore paying the price for their inveterate
and eriminal oppartunism, Isclated from all the bour-
geois forces among whem they had sought allies, they
have rot dered to even criticize Kemal Joumblat, the
bourgeals reformist they suppart, even when Joumblat
called on French troops to save the Palestinian resistance
and the Lebanese left!

While the future of the reactionary Syrian invasion par-
tially depends on the relationship of military forces in
Lebanen, it depends more importantly on developments
in Syria itself, where the regime is now experiencing
its most difficult moments. Clashes have been reported
nearly everywhere in the country, with army battalions
in mutiny, refusing to go to Lebanan. Hikmat Shahabi,
the chief of staff, has been orrested and imprisoned,

Thus, the contradictions and repercussions of the civil
war in Lebonon are shaking the entire Arab region.
Once sgain, the absolute necessity of the Arab maosses’
uniting and organizing against their own bourgeoisies,
which olways unite whenever one of their number is
threatened, is being demonstrated, [
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had been meeting with Kaunda (of Zambia), Nyerere
{Tanzania), Machel (Mozambique), Seretse Khama
(Botswana), Mobutu (Zaire), and Kenyatta (Kenya) to
execute this plan. He is now scheduled to go to Bonn
to meet with Helmut Schmidt and Henry Kissinger to
work out the next steps in his dialogue with the African
quislings. All was going well — until Soweta,

The Soweto uprising s the clearest rejection yet of Vor-
ster's Bantustan plan by the people themselves on a

mass scale. Furthermore, the savage repression (using
arms provided by the EEC) did not engender a mood of
defeat. On the contrary, the revolt has spread. As of
now, no fewer than eight locations in the Johannesburg
area alone are involved. Some 800 miles oway, the stu=-
dents ot Zululand "Bantustan" College have joined the
protest. More than a million oppressed are engaged in
the biggest revolt since the Sharpeville events of 1940,
perhaps the most general uprising in the history of the
South African liberation movement.,

The most significant feature of these events is thot de-
spite losing battles, the oppressed non-Eurcpean masses
have not yet lost the war. In fact, they have not yet
fought a full-scale war, but are moving toward it un-
beaten in spirit. They remain unbroken o a class force
of semi-transient warkers and peasonts, never allowed
to become a settled proletariat or peasantry. The South
African proletariat is cost in a mold peculiar to this
state. This proletariat is now asserting ikelf, and it
needs the suppert of ifs international class brothers and
sisters.

The education issue and apartheid

The struggle for non=rocist education is an essential
part of the struggle for full democratic rights, which
can only be gueranteed by a total social revelution in
South Africa. This explains the explesive nature of the
Soweto protests and the subsequent events at Zululand
University. The fight against "tribulization" and fora
world language is a manifestation of a pesition of the
non-European toilers virtually unique in Africa: against
"black culture, " against “multiracialism, * against
“identity" and "Africanism” and for non-rocial interna-
tionalism, This is the backbone of the principle that
inspired the Soweto struggle; years of political educa-
Hon lie behind this “spontanecus” outburst,

This struggle is a continuation of the struggle against
apartheid, a system with a long history on the African
continent. For the last 100 years, the apartheid of the
imperialists has intensified the old system of rocist edu=
cation initiated when the Dutch colonial regime insti-
tutionalized segregated schools at the Cape in 1485,
After the French Revolution, the German, Dutch, Brit-
ish, ard Catholic missionaries extended this segregation
info a network of strategically located labor-catching




mission siatiors run along strictly racial lines. As white
setile—ent devoured the lands of the conquered Khoi-
Khoin ond Bontu peoples in the nineteenth century and
after, the Anglican and Catholic churches established
s rigid @ system of segregaticn as could be found any-
where. The principles were that white education was
designed “to maintoin their (the whites') unguestioned
supremacy in this land” (Sir Langham Dale, heod of
Cape education, 1890) and "the education of the whits
child prepares him for life in a dominant society and
the education of the black child for o subardinate so-
ciety” (Education Commission, 1935).

In 1951 the Eiselen Commission called for "Bantu educa-
tion, " which was followed by the creation of @ "Com=
mission for Colored Education.” The program, which
was to lead o the Soweto protest, wos “education for
the natives & an indepenrdent race, in which their in-
herent rocial qualities are token into comideration.

. . . ond to prepare natives more effectively for their
future occupations,” Eiselen, then education secretary
for the Nationalist government of Malan, declared that
there would be @ "mother tongue medium” (Bantu), the
Africans baing tought enough English simply "to follow
oral or written instructions." The Non-European Unity
Movement (INEUM) toured throughout South Africa ex-
plaining how to Fight the Bantu Education Bill as part

of the struggle against racial representation and for the
full franchise, including the right to make laws and form
the government, The principle of the opposition was
non-collaboration with the instruments of oppression.
The weapon of struggle was the baycott of all institu-
tions of racism, including the institutions of retribaliza-
tion. Soweto was a continuation of this struggle, in
which only the NEUM hes a consistent history.

The Boers, led by Vorster, are only a politically power-
ful minerity in the South African ruling class, which is
mainly British with a heavy role played by the imperi-
alists of other countries of the EEC and the Eurcpean
Free Trade Association. The entire capitalist class of
West Europe is involved, directly or indirectly, in the
economic and political penetration of South Africa.
The Boers are the bloody fist, the watchdog managers
of a combined imperialist estate that Trotsky in 1935
lobeled a "white dominion” for superexploitation of
what he termed "a slave colony for the blacks." The
extensive scope of the international hinterland of the
South African state account for the difficult Tesk foc-
ing the South African proletariat, the non-European

oppressed foilers,
A worldwide boycott

The importance of the franchise, which the Stalinists
and Africon nationalists have always underplayed, was
confirmed by the April decisions on Rhodesia and South
Africa taken by the EEC, Bonn, and Washington. While
calling for "majority rule” in Rhodesia, they called
only for "steps to end apartheid" in Seuth Africa. There
was no reference anywhere to the full franchise. For
the capitalists of the West, apartheid must remain in

South Africa; the imperialists know full well that they
cannot pull the "irdependence rope trick” in South
Africa as they can in order to hang the second-class
“associate members” of the EEC Lome Convention.
They understand that the alternative to apartheid is
another Vietnam ard nothing less,

Fundamentally, this explains the range ond intensity
of police terror in Soweto. Vorster must see to it that
gold, uranium, and superprofits continue to flow into
the EEC countries ond the United States and that arms
and copital continue to flow from these countries into
South Africa (latest reports indicote that already before
Soweto there wos an outword drift of capital). It was
expedient (and froudulent) to impose a United Mations
embargo on Rhodesia in order to bring the predigal
Smith regime back into the white impericlist fold. But
a boycott is excluded for South Africa, as the West
German government made very clear in its official state-
ment on South Africa last May. A cne time the white
Communist party and its supporters in the ANC (African
Mational Congress) toyed with the idea of a boycott of
Boer products (tins of fruit and other small items) . Tied
to the Anglicans ond the liberals, they refused to con-
sider o genuine boycott of imperialism in South Africa.

The time has come for a campaign of internationaol soli=
darity with the |iberation struggle in South Africa. In
line with the methods adopted by the toilers of Soweto
and elsewhere in South Africa itself, this means imple-
mentation of the principle of non-colloboration with
imperiallsm: o worldwide boycott of South Africa.

The scheduled arrival of Vorster in Frankfurt and of his
minister in Bonn will be met by opposition from German
students and other activists. This type of oction is nec-
essary everywhere. But this must be part of a tatal boy=-
cott. It is of little importance whether the imperialist
govemments corsent to such a boycott on one or another
Jevel (sports being the easiest), What is important is
the solidarity of the working classes of Morth America
and West Europe in industrial actions to halt ship and
air traffic of goods and travelers to and from South Af-
rica; to demand the halting of financial exchanges
with South Africa by bank workers; to demand the clos-
ing of all embassies in South Africa; to halt the send-
ing of all arms to South Africa; to halt the flow of gold
from South Africa, no matter how much it "hurts" the
recipients; to bloc the flow of uranium to MNATO arms
stocks; to boycott anything South Africen in sporis o
art; to denounce and help Africa to bredk the EEC
Lome Convention, which is the West European arm of
an economic nutcrocker across Africa, the other orm
being the expanding South African Common Market up
to the equator. It is correct for Zambia and other Afri-
can states to be called upon to impose a total boycott
on South Africa, It is equally corract for this boycott
to now become a major and comsistent demand of the
labor movement In the imperialist countries.

LET THE WORLD BOYCOTT OF SOUTH AFRICA BE
THE FIRST WORDS ON THE GRAVES OF THE SOWETO
MARTYRS!

—al




Bome of the thousands of students and parents

Asrociabed Pres

who clashed with police in Soweto.

the soweto massacre
FOR AWORLD BOYCOTT OF S.AFRICA!

by LANGA

JUNE 19 — As this article is being written, the un-
armed South Africon toilers who have risen up against
the white racist bastion of the imperialist West are foc-
ing a continuing armed omslaught. 5o far, accerding

to the BBC, more than 100 people hove been killed

and zome 1,000 wounded, Tha wove of struggle began
on June 15 in Sowetg, the block suburb of Johannes-
burg, when black students and parents stoged o peoce-
ful protest against the introduction of compulsory use
of Afrfkaans (the Dutch-bosed languoge of the Boer
settler) into the segregated schools, The protesters
were demanding that English become the language of
instruction. This demand arises not out of love for the
British-oppressors. (Britain is the main economic power
in South Africa, owning the lion's share of the more
than £10 thousand million of fixed copital and enjoying
the fruits of the exploitation of cheap non-European
lobor in mining, Industry, trarsport, commerce, and
farming.) The Africons demanded English as the lan-
guage of instruction, rejecting the use of both Afrikaans
ond the Bontu lapguoges, becouse they wanted o lan-
guage widely spoken on a world scale with significant
culturel impact.

This unsentimental approach to the languoge problem
stems from the long compaign of political education
waged by the Non-European Unity Movement (founded
in 1943) for non=rocial, non=tribal education as part
of a general struggle for full demoeratic rights. The
Soweto martyrs stood up ogainst Vorster's program of
Bantuization, refribalization, and retardation of the
educational system as o means of perpetuating a docile
and cheap labor force.

Soweto s o cheap labor ghetto on the outskirts of Johan-
nesburg, populated by nearly a millien semi-tronsient
warkers, In their native lond, they live without any
rights. Legally "belonging” to one or anather far—off

and nen=industrialized Bantu "homeland, " they are
dented the right to remain in Soweto permanently. Pa=-
righs in their own country, they ore treated os immi-
grant warkers; they are landless, denied any political
rights, denied the right to farm, ond forced to corry o
pass ot all times. The viciousness of the repression against
the Soweto mobilization is o measure of the importance
of this struggle, which hes touched a nerve center of
Vorster's Bantustan policy: retribalizetion.

The Soweto protesters have rejected a plan framed by
the entire Western alliance after the fall of the Portu=
guese colonial regime in 1974, a new grand strategy
for southern Africa that would preserve the invalughle
racist state of South Africa intact, The plan had two
parts, The internal aspect was to partition South Africa
into Bantustan "homelands" (the first to be "indepen=
dant" would be the Transkei n October 1974) in which
the Africons would be "citizens" of "independent"” tri-
bal states alongside o white South Africa in which Af-
ricans would be Immigrant workers. The Africans would
live in the Sowetos, but os foreigners, having "citizen-
ship" in the Transkei or some other "independent" Ban-
tustan. Their language would be their own tribal lan=
guage (Xhosa, Zulu, ete.).

The second aspect of the strategy that the Vorster re=-
gime had werked out with Washingten, London, and

the capitals of the EEC countries, particularly Bonn,
comsisted of the establishment of a belt of "independent”
African states protecting the northern flank of the
"white jewel" and forming part of the growing South
Africon Common Market and the EEC-dominated semi=
colonial empire that goes under the name of the Lome
Convention. Rhodesio wae to become one of the block
states in the South African Common Market. Vorster
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