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"~ the ofelo campaign,

reformist workers

pames

&prospecis for porfugal

by A.UDRY & C. MICHALOUX

On the night of Jure 27 o journalist from the Lishon
daily A Caopital asked president-elect Ramalho Eanes,
"lre you' hoppy with the result?" “"MNe, " Eones replied,
"frankly | am not satisfied . " "Why?" the journalist
asked. " You hoped for a higher percentoge of the vote?"
“MNo, it's not that," Eanes answered, "but | am not sat-
isfied becouse of the vote that went to Major Ctelo de
Carvalho. He represents a foctor of Trstability and agi-
tation that could endanger the pressing work of national
reconsfiuction and the establishment of a real damocracy
in Partugal ., "

Francisco 54 Carneiro, leader of the Partide Popular
Democratico (PPD — Popular Democratic party, the
largest bourgeois party), echoed Eanes and reunded the
picture cut: "l think that the situation, which is already
quite complicated, has been oggravated recently with
the economic and financial difficulties and alss with

the result of the presidential elections, given the prog-
ress of the left {Otelo) and the CP token together and

given the division of the 5P votes. An exclusively 5P
government will never be able ta angage the Portuguese
In a project of national reconstruction.” (Didria, July

5, 1976.)

These two statements sum up a decisive mpect of social
and political reality in Portugal after
elections, even though their alarmist tone is itself part

the presidential

of the offersive of the.employers and their state ogainst
the working class,

Gronted, the election of Eaned(1) establishes a "presi-
dential majority" that cantradicts the "legitlative ma-
jarity" won by the 5P, CP, UDP (Unigo Democrdtico
Populer — Popular Democratic Union) and far left in
the Agril 25 elections this year. In this serse, the bour-
gecisie has corried out a part of the palitical project 1t
had initiated on November 25 last year (and which Tt
had hoped to concretize in the short term aftar the Agpril
1974 coupl: the establishment of o semipresidential m-
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gime lending full powers "in time of crisis” to o presi-
dent of the republic who is himself commanding general
of the army.

After MNovember 25, 1975, the ruling class hod given
priority to a plan — a groping one — to restabilize the
state apparatus. But President Costa Gomes, along with
the sixth provisional government, ceaselessly proclaimed
their "lack of authority." After Jure 27, 1976, the res-
storation of the bourgeois state apparatus will be able

to attain an institutional expression in the concentrated
power new commanded by the president of the republic;
the stote opparatus will thus recover an operational char=
acter it has locked up to now. Eanes can centralize the
palitical will of the bourgecisie on o higher level. In
this sanse, the clow confrontation acquires a new dimen-
sion: the enemy the workers have to face is more solid
than it was in the past.

Neverthelass, the election campaign and its results; as
well as the present mobilizations, reveal the precarious
character of the social foundations of o bourgeois project
that, while it surely has greater coherence, is still far
from commanding odeguate meant for implementation.

First of all, in spite of support from Mario Soares's party,
Eanes is not shaping up @ a president elected by both
the workers and the employers, a president stonding
above clossee, That is o First failure, o first weakness.
In addition, in the eyes of broad layers of workers in-
fluenced by the far left, the CP, and even the 5P,
Eanes now appears as the spokesman of "capitalist re-
cuparation." He cannot claim to cccupy a position as
orbiter, o pasition o majority of the workers ceded to
Costa Gemes. Insteod, Eanes is their enemy. This pro-
vides an objective basis for politicization, which will
inevitably be accentuated by Eones'’s probable Interven-
Hon in coming soclal conflicts,

Second, in orgenizing (with the aid of the 5P) a brood
front of support to the man of November 25, the bour-
geoisie hod counted on reducing the vote for the candi-
daie of the CP and the far left to o total that would not
axceed the CP vote in the legislative elections. Now,
the sum of the vote for Otele and Pato (24,1 percent)
was considerably greoter than the vote of the CP and
the far left In the April legislative elections (17.75 per-
cent). Moreover, in the district of Setdbal (where big
industry predominates, with the most concentrated lati-
fundia and preletariat in the country), s well as in the
districts of Beja and Evera (non-urbanized zones, land
of the old latifundia and centers of agrarian reform),
Pato and Otelo got more votes than Eones and Pinheiro
combined, To this wos added the shift of CP votes to
Otelo(2), which expressed the combativity patential
that has been maintained in these proletarian regions
after November 25, This is whot Edanes noted and was
talking about in the interview quoted above. The shift
of 5P votes {toward Pinheiro and Otelo) was no less sig-
nificant. The SP was unaoble to solidify its voters — or
its mambers — behind the Eanes condidacy. This, in od-
dition to the affirmation of hrade-union opposition to
the arientation of the Soares government, promises in-
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stability for a project that aims at combining "secial
dialogue” and an "ousterity plan." Whatever his inten=
tiors, 58 Carneiro has grasped this difficulty quite well.

Finally, both the austerity measures — energy cufs, fax
increases on certain copital income: — and the options
relating to the nationalized sector and the agrarion re-
form are generating contradictions and tensions in the
bourgesis camp. Although recognized by consensus as
an arbiter during the election campaign, the new presi-
dent will be hard put to maintain unity in the ranks of
those who supported him on June 27,

April 25 and November 25

One of the most striking elements in the unfolding of
these elections was the dynamic of the compaign of
Major Otelo Saraiva de Carvalho, The basic reason for
this must be sought in the policy followed by the two
big reformist workers parties. In the eyes of a brood
mass of workers, the 5P's alignment behind Eanes and
the CP's refusal to woge a real battle against him (after
having long hesitated before presenting its own candi-
date) appeared as an occeptance of the man of the "mil-
itary Movember 25" and a sanctioning of the plan for

o "social November 25." After the mojority obtained
during the elections to the Assembly of the Republic,
this copitulation by the SP and CP created favorable
terrain for a polarization that took the misleading form
of o counterpotition between "April 25" and "MNovem-
ber 25."

This was an "April 25" whose content expressed both

the development of the workers commissions, tenants
commissions, and experiences in direct democrocy and
the ambiguous relations of o working class marked by
forty-eight years of corporatist dictatorship and led astray
by the reformists with an MFA (Armed Forces Movement)
"orotecting” the development of "popular power, "

It was @ "MNovember 25" that not only dealt the final
blew to the hopes of thase who, after the last assembly
of the MFA (in Tancos on July 5, 1975), believed that
there would be a new rise of this movement within the
bourgeois institution that is the army, but also and above
oll marked the beginning of the bourgeois counteroffen=-
sive, of the assault of which Eanes hes mode himself the
strategist.

Hence, whatever the initial form taken by the confron-
tation, whatever i ombiguities, it embodied a class
battle whose contours were o become clear In the course
of the election campaign. If one views the election
campaign through a deformed prism that reduces this ob-
jective reality to the individual trajectory of Carvalho,
including his pessible future twists and turns, one is un=
oble to grasp the relations omong classes, among parties,
and between classes and masses that were expressed dur-
ing this campaign and thot will also leave their imprint
on the dynamic of relations bétween the 5P government
and its austerity plon and the toiling mases. To the ex-
tent that one adopts this point of view, one is constroined




to convert a social confrontation into a struggle omong
“three officers (contending for the voters' allegiance

in different woys) and one civilian, a member of a wark-
ers party wha, :luTmlng allegiance to the MFA aven
more than any of the "military candidates, " similarly
aimed at assembling votes around the s!ngcm of a "left
majority" protected by a "united army."

There is no question of denying the ambiguities and con-
tradictions that the very form of the confrontation in-
jected into this class conflict, nor of endorsing the choice
of condidate made by the far-left organizations. In chos-
ing Corvalho as a spokesman; essentially out of elec-
toral opportunism, the MES, PRP, F5P, and UDP(3) con-
tributed to endowing the social confrontation reflected

in the elections with a form that wos loden with confu-

sion and illusions.

The workers majority manifested on April 25, 1976, made
it 1mper-:|biw= ta present a united workers candidate of
class independence. It wos only the revelutionery Marx-
ists of the Liga Comunista Internacionalista (LC1 — In-
ternational ist Communist Leogue) and the Partido Revo-
luciondrio dos Trabalhadores (PRT — Revolutionary Work=
ers party] who fought for this, The Trotskyist candidate,
who wos withdrawn for recsons that have been ex-
plained(4), aimed at asserting this necessity as broadly
as possible and at propagating a program of class strug-
gle and independence.(3) Once this alternaotive was
eliminated, it remained to grasp the potentialities and
controdictions of the expression of the class conflict in
Portugal in the current phase. And there is no doubt

that we underestimated various ospects of this complex
process,

Seli-organization and trade-union
organization

If such opportunities were available to the Otelo cam-
paign, it wos the policy of the CP and 5P thot generated
them. Mevertheless, the im mpact of this candidocy, o

well as Tts differences from @ "revelutionary candidacy”
of the type prEﬁenTed in France during the presidential
elections of 1974 or by the Demacrozia Proletaria slate
in Italy, are substontially accounted for by the specific
process of emergence of organs of the working closs it-
self and by the unevenness of the level of consciousness
of the toiling mosses.

The emergence of organs of "popular power" was the
combined product of the pressure of the octivity of the
mass mavement and the weakness of the permanent and
traditional structures of the workers movement, essen=-
tially the trade-union organizations, In addition, the
spoce ovailable to these organs resulted from the deep
crisis of the state apparatus — provoked largely by the
shock of the unexpected coup of April 25—and from the
intense crisis of political leadership of the bourgenisie,
The combined process of the emergence of instruments

of self~organization and trade-union organizations in-
cluding various sectors of workers affected o working
cless that wos emerging from forty-eight years of a cor-
poratist regime, with no marked expseriences in indepen-
dent octivity ond orgonization during the period preced-
ing the establishment of the dictatorship, with essen-
tially revolutionary syndicalist and anorchist traditions,
without experiences similar to those undergore by the
working closs of the Spanish state in the workers com-
missions since 1962,
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Herce, selfsorganization developed within the limits
imposed by the lack of prior existence of & parmanent
united Framework recognized by the warkers sueh as
would have been constituted, for example, by a trode-
union federation. This was reflected in the very strong
heterogensous aspect (even though a clearer dynamic
emerged between August and September 1975} of the
imstruments of self-arganization, which often substituted
themselves for inodequate trade-union ergonizations or,
on the contrary, functioned os vanguard regroupments
not free of sactarionism and Finding it difficult to over-
come fragmentation, given the gbsence of o tradition

of trade-union centralization and the equal absence

of o tradition of united mobilizations of the working
class on a national scale. Between these two pales there
aroie the organs of rank-ond-Ffile workers democracy,
essentially in the workers commissions, closer o “clas=
sical norms. "

Anather product of the histery and configuration of the
Portuguese warking class lay in its limited capacity of
independent intervention on the political fleld. This,
along with the aid of the reformists, offerad the cbjec-
tive and subjective basis for the preponderant role played
by the MFA for more than ane year. The Carvalho cam-
paign had its roots in this contradictory reality of the
formation of the Partuguese workers movement and of
the organizational forms with which it endewed fsalf
ofter Agril 1974, On the one hand, the compatan ot=
tracted the votes and support of little politicized loyers
Far whom the form taken by the social polarization —
the "April 25 wversus Movember 25" antagonism —
more or less coinclded with their level of consciousness.
Against the Eanes austerity plan, Otelo represented an
almost providential solution, falling within the compass
of the paternalism of the MFA, in whose shodow “popu-
lor power" hod been born. On the ather hand, for sig-
nificant sectors of the industrial and agricultural prole-
tarigt, support to COtelo crystallized a confused mistrust
of the pelicy of class collaboration, especially after

the experience of six provisional coalition governments,
It likewise expressed a will, matured by struggle and

by reference to March 11 as well as November 25, to
defend and extend workers control, the ograrian reform,
and the workers commissions, villege councils, and
tenants commissions, For these layers, the response o
the employers' attock acquires not only the dimension
of rejection of the attack on their standard of living,
but also the dimension of o new push toward self-orga=-
nization, teward the struggle for socialism.

Thus, the limitations of the expression of the political
independence of the working closs, a certain diserray

as well o radicalization, and the combativity and will
for self-organization and independence of sectors of the
workers vanguard came to the fore and combined through
the Otelo campaign. The very theme of "non-partyism®
— which must be uncompromisingly combatted, even iF
only because it represents an important obsiacle to unity
in the prolefarian ranks — rests on the pressure toward
unity within o workers movement possessing its own spe-
cific history and experiences, MNonetheless, the "non-
partyism"=unity coupling that exists In Portugal today
bears certain similarities to the tendency toward unity
explained by Zinoviev in 1922: "It is precisely the new
layers of workerss whose reformist illusions have begun
to be dissipated by the experiences of the past two years
and the workers who are not In any party and ore now
participating in a sericus political struggle, perhops for
the first time, who are insisting most heavily on the
unity of the workers front,

"But all these workers are not clearly aware of what
they are locking for. Some would like to melt down all
the workers porties and even all the workers organfza-
tiors Into o single party, a single organization., Others,
understanding the impossibility of uniting all rhe work-
ers parties into one, would like to have created common
action committees, etc. Finally, others are not oware
of what o party is, But they sense instinctively that

at all costs some way must be found to achieve the unity
of all the workers parties, otherwise it will be impossible
to triumph over the enemy, who is becoming ever more
heinous and ever stronger." (Bulletin Communiste, No.
6, February 7, 1922.)

In the present Portuguese context, the decisive question
for revolutionary Marxists consists of grasping the dia-
lectic of these tendencies within the warkes movement
and toking advontoge of the potential of this workers
vanguard in order fo strengthen the offirmation of the
political independence of the working class ¢ o whale
and, at the same time, to brogden the bredk with re=-
formism that has already been begun in praoctice by

some sections of the foiling mosses. Among other things,
this means to point to the axes of and mears for a re-
sponse to the projects of Eanes~Soares (plon of struggle,
werkers controd, trode-union congress, development

and coordination of genuinely representative workers
commissions) ond to put forward, ofter the electoral vie-
tory of April 25, 1976, and against the offensive of
capital, the parpective of an SP-CP government based
on the warkers majority in the Assembly of the Republic,
as well as to uphold the necessity of the united front

of the wokers organizations and of workers democrocy.
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The political context in which the compaign of the for-
mer Copcon commander unfolded was determined by the
contradiction between the workers success during the
legislative electiors — a success that rested in large
part on the defensive capacity manifested by the work-
ert since the end of February and the beginning of
March = and the capitulation of the 5P and CP to the
presidentialist operation of the bourgesisie, Hence, in
the present phose of the Porfuguese revolution, it is
necessary to characterize the candidacy of Otelo on
the basis of the class alignment and the relations be-
tween the politicol parties and these closses, This method
of approach cannot be reploced by speculation about
the future of the "movement of support” to Otela(é),
nor by a simple personal charocterization of the candi-
date ,

The social forces this candidacy represented, os well

s those that supported it, were redically opposed to

the classes that constitute the social base of the candi-
docies of Eanes and Azevedo (industrial and banking
capitalists, landlords, the merchant and agrarian petty
bourgeoisie) . In the most politicized districts of Portu-
gol, where the trodition of struggle is most advanced,

the Otelo candidacy assembled the majority of the wage-

earning toilers, os may be estoblished by a comparison
between the total population in woge-eaming cate-

garies(7) (employees, industrial and agricultural work-
ers) and the votes Otelo obtained. In Setdbal about 70
percent of the workers rallied to his campaign, in Beja

about 50 percent, in Evora nearly 65 percent. In these
same districts the sum of the votes won by Otelo and
Pato accounted for more than 70 percent of the votes
cast by the proletariat. In its balance-sheet on the cam-
paign the CP was unable to dodge the closs significance
of a candidacy that, by the end of the campaign, had
become the CP's major target: "Independent of the neg-
ative significance of the candidacy of Major Otelo, it
must be stressed that the electoral results, viewed as

a whole and understood in the context of the clear in-
tention of the voters, reflect a shift to the laft of more
than 200,000 votes, once cne cbserves that the sum of
votes for Octdvio Pato and Otelo wes 200,000 maore
than the sum of the votes received in the elections to
the Assembly of the Republic by the parties and groups
that support these candidates,” (Statement of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Portuguese CP, July 5, 1976,
published in Avante, July B, 1976.)

The "Programmatic Bases for a Candidacy” (platform of
the Otele campaign) in lorge part corresponded fo the ef -
fective needs of the moment agaimst the offensive of
"eapitalist recuperation." And that, moreover, is what
made it a program totally unacceptable to the bourgeoi-
sie as a class. During o press conference held by the

CP candidate on the morning of June 28, Pato commented
on Otelo's vote in these terms: "In our view it reflech,
and this is true for varied reasons, the popular will
agoinst the right."

The elements of the progrom that were increasingly em-
phosized as the campaign went on were the following:

"I pledge myself to intransigently assure the deferse
and deepening of the fundamental gains mode by the
Portuguese people since April 25:

2, The agrarion reform, which must be carried
through to the end, consolidated, and developed with
the decisive intervention of the toilers and which must
benefit the small and middle-sized peasants as well =
the sharecroppers.

~ Workers control exercised by the tailers, which

will have to be stimulated, developed, and broad-

ened throughout the country,

— Mationalizations of the basic sectors of the econ-

amy, which we connot allow te be placed in the

service of the capitalist groups again and which must
be devaloped so as to serve the people ond national
independence.

— The right to sirike, a sacred right of the tailens

which cannot be the object of any rules that attack

or destroy 11,

= Freedom of expression, assembly, and association

insafar as It does not stimulate fascist or foscistic

ideas and practices.

"| pledge myself to:

3. Defend, strengthen, and develop all the forms
of organization of the workers and particularly the rank-
and=file popular organizations, the workers commissians,
tenants commissions, and village councils,

T
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"l pledge myself to:

4. Guorantee the independent trode=-union organi=
zation of the workers, independent of the state and the
parties, conlributing o the creation of conditions that
make it possible for the unions to have a united and
democratic form, . . .

"The resolution of the economic crisis will be able to
sccur only in the framework of a socialist society, through
economic planning, based on national indepandence,

the mobilization of the workers, and the creative dy-
namic of their struggles." (Programmatic Bases for o
Candidocy, pages 3,4, and 5.)

Otele's "economic program” was published at the end
of the campaign. It wos entitled “Lines for o Solution
te se Economic Crisis in Portugal." After insisting on
the necessity of @ break with copitalism, the role of the
werkers and tenants commissions in this process, and

the principal ebjectives of a socialist rearganization of
the economy (according to debatable optlons that bear
some similarity to the "Cuban madel™), the progrom of-
Firms:

"For any of these chjectives to be attained, it it neces-
sary to invest. To invest implies o cholce: What part of
the wealth created is to be invested and what part is to
be oriented fo consumption? What projects will be able

to be concretized by the invested wealth? To what sectars
will the investments be applied? In all cases, the choices
have immediate and long-term consequences which must
be properly analyzed from the standpoint of the interests
of the toiling classes, for these classes will have 1o par-
ticipate effectively and actively.

Crervhal, Soaves. Eanes, Carneiro

"One cannat opt for the alternative of accumulation
without very clearly knowing the grand lines of the ob-
jectives listed in the earlier points: ogriculture and
basic industry as the moftor force of development, ccqui-
sition of the independent means of production, and mod-
ification of the conditions of reproduction of the work
force. The instrument for rendering all these objectives
compatible and harmoenious must necessarily reside in
the plan, whose fundamental choices should be made

in the final analysis by the democratic organization of
the workers, after adequate technical preparation by
the central planning organ. To arrive at & clear formu-
lation of the essential choices, a brood participation

of the representative organs of the working pesple, at
the regional and sec toral level, is necessary. Although
it is adecision-making body, the central planning or-
gan will have an essential function in harmenizing and
synthesizing the plons worked out by the regions and
branches of activity. It will do this effectively and in
the interests of the workers only if the workers, through
their representative bodies, constitule the center of the
decisions, " (Gazeta da Semana, June 1=7, 1976.) Ob-
vieusly, these programmatic elements constitute the
characteristic expression neither of a program of the
bourgeoisie of an imperialist country nor of an officer
who desires to enlist the masses in o project of "national
reconstruction" bosed on o nationalized sector that octs
os the keystone of copitalist occumulation! |t is diffi-
cult to deny this evidence, even if one tries to ploce
Eones and Otelo in the some class camp by means of o
mythical MFA,

The confusions and errors

Mevartheless, there must be no confusion between these
aspects of the content of the program — to which the
toiling masses were sensitive because they responded to
the pressing needs felt by the masses — ond the weak-
ness, inodequacy, and grave errors concerning the ori-
entation suggested for attaining the proposed goals, In
foct, these things eliminated the possibility of offering
a real political alternative to the strategy of the reform-
ist parties and of leading the working class to victory,

So it is with the theme of "national independence” (o
leitmotiv taken up by oll companents of the Portuguese
political spectrum except the revolutionary Marxists),
the confusion on the relationship between political par-
ties and workers democracy, the absence of o rigorous
definition of the charocter of the 5P (and, on that basis,
the inability to forge a coherent united=frant tactic),
and the incomprebension of the exact character of the
bourgeols state and its institutions, with all the impli-
eations that flow from this on the strategic level .

It is within this line that Otelo's programmatic declara-
tions on the constitution must be situated: "l pledge my-
self to assure the defense of the constitution of the Por-
tuguese republic, a conquest of the people, which must
be ploced in the service of the toilers . . ., not to al=
low the privileged closses, which continue to hold power,



to destroy what is progressive in our fundomental law.
(Programmatic Bases, p.1.)

This "respect for the constitution" (for which the LDP
delagate voted, incidentally), along with the theme

of "national independence, " constitutes g feature com=
mon to all the major erganizations cloiming allegiance
to the working class, from the 5P lo the CP 1o the MES,
UDP, and PRP! The daclarations on the army fall within
the same framework: "l pledge myself to place the armed
forces and militarized farces (that is, the police — |MN-
PREC OR) inthe service of the people and the national
interest, never allowing repression against the people.”
(Progreammatic Boses, p.8.) "We belong to the MFA,
ally of the people, whom it liberated on April 25, We
will Fight for-an armed forces governad by arder and
discipline placed at the service of the most humble, as
in the Copeon, and not order and discipline that con-
stitute pretexhs to repress the workers. " (Declaration of
Candidacy, Lisbon, p.7.) These proclamations reflect
more a misunderstanding of the functioning and substance
of the bourgeois state than the individual destiny of a
presidential condidate, an officer in the army out on
bail.

These were tha ermors and confusions that were ot the
root of the Otelo campaign's missing the point on the
assential elements of an overall political response cen-
tered on the axes of an alternative to the reformists in
the post-electoral period: trode-union congress (right
of tendency, plan of struggle), an SP-CP government
reflecting the workers majority in the Assembly of the
Republic and applying a plan of struggle against "capi-
talist recuperation,  the united front of the workers or-
ganizations for the defense and extension of the gains
of the revolution (workerns commissions, workers control,

national izations, response to reactionary maneuvers,
etc.).

The Otelo compaign was a sort of still shot of the weak-
Portuguese toiling maosses (initial references to the MFA-
people alliance, "nen-partyism"). It leaned on these
weaknesses, ond did not pamit the waging of a consis-
tent battle to unify the preletarian ranks and gualito-
tively raise the consciousness of the most octive sectors
of the working clos,

Otelo and the bourgeoisie

Mevertheless, the Portuguese bourgeoisie in ifs tatal ity
(ard the international bourgeoisie as well), including
all its parties, all its associations (from the SEDES, the
association of "modernist” employers and technocrats,
ta the CIP, the Confederation of Portuguese |ndustrial=
ists), correctly paid less attention to all the weoknesses,
ambiguities, ard confusions of the candidacy of Majer
Otelo thon to the anticapitalist sccial content and ob-
jective function played by the l‘l—ierg-e?ac_l"i_u:h a
current. MNobody, nocapitalist, no bourgeoils journa-
list made any mistake on this. Mo one saw the Otelo

campaign as a means of channeling or diverting the
waorkers combativity that is escaping from the iron vise
of the reformist workers parties. This sets the Otelo
campaign off from the MFA, which wos seen that way,
by the SEDES, among others, during 1974, Jornal Nova,
owned by the CIP, synthesized the uneasiness of its di-
rectors, writing: "If Major Otelo gets 10 percent of
the vote we can be sure that Portugal is o state heoding
for disintegration and perhaps in the process of collopse.

. If Major Otelo Saraiva de Corvalhe gets 3 per-
cant of the vate, we can assert thot the civic pathalogy
that has reigned ameng us is not overly worrisome, for
this percentoge correspands to what s current in our
democratic societies, " (June 24, 1975,) The columns
of the Portugiese press teemed with statements of this
type. Closs hatred impelled DiGrio de MNoticios to write
an editorial promising o glorious future to the supporters
of Otels, qualifying them os follows: "If public enter-
prise comet out of the present whirlpool, if the employ=
ers have a government behind them, if private enterprise
survives and prospers, if the agrorian reform is reexam-
ined and comes to the Morth in @ cooperative form, if
the streets of this country are cleared of their gorbage,
if the workers lose their fear and gain security, if the
ministries regroup in a rational manner, If Partugal be-
comes European, then the wild fanatics, incompetents,
and mental deficients (70 percent of the workers of
Sehibal | — INPRECOR), along with those who hove
aristocratically (sicl) token refuge in ideclogical ste-
rility, will be reduced to their proper marginal propor=-
tions." (June 23, 1976.)

Thus, the Portuguese bourgeoisie had no deubt aboul
the charocter of the class confrontation going on, The
bourgeoisie did not allow Ttself to be led astray by the
chimera of aso-called counterposition between three
generals and o civillon, As for the officer corps, the



military hierarchy, at no time did anyone manifest the
slightest support to or encouragement of the former
general . On this subject, the Communist party declared,
with regret and mockery: "What we have here is the
candidocy of on officer who lacks the slightest real
military power. . . . |t stimulates conflicts ond divi-
sions in the armed forces." (Avonte, July B, 1976.)

All the elemants we have examined (social, political,
etc.) enable us to assert that only an extreme schemat=
ism bordering on blindness can lead to the claim that
the Otelo candidacy was a bourgeois condidacy, o
third bourgeois candidate standing alongside Pinheiro
and Eones. 5uch schemotism amounts to forgetting this
principle, invoked by Lenin: ". . . it is obvious that
here, as always, the task is to be able to apply the
general and fundamental principles of communism to
the particularities of the relations between clesses and
parties, o the porticularities of objective development
toward communism, which are proper to each counfry
and which one must be able to study, discover, and
lay bare." (Left-Wing Communism, emphesis in orig-
inal.) Thus, a eall for a vote to Otele cannot be ex-
cluded as o motter of principle. After a coherent bat-
tle for a united condidate of the workers movement, a
call for a vote to Otelo ond Pate, who amassed the
workers' protest votes against the ousterity plan and
for deferse and extension of their gains, wos a tactical
choice that in no way controdicts the general and fun-
damental principles of revelutionary Marxism, Such @
call would have to be accomponied by an independent
campaign oround the central progrommatic elements
mentionad at varicus paints in this article,

Evolution of the campaign

A real analysis of the Otelo condidacy must toke oc=
count of the evolution and recrganization of the cen-
tral themes of the campaign. This evelution cannct be
reduced to the evolution of the candidate or to changes
in his political entourage. It has its source in the sharper
emergence of the social content in the coure of the
campaign, the sharper emergence of the closs confron=
tation embodied in ard deformed by the "April 25 vs.
Movember 25" polarization and hence of the needs of
the masses that this evalution hod itself contributed o
exprassing.

At the mast immediate level, Otela's gestures of re=
spect for Eanes as "an honest man who cannat be used
by the forces of the right” (© Jornal, June 9, 1976)
gave way to statements like this: "Behind his dark
glasses, Eanes hides a wall-known monacle: Spincla’s. "
(Didrio Popular, June 22, 1974.)

Opposition to Eanes led Otelo to toke his distance from
the initial theme of "national unity" (taken up during
his speech in Porte on May 29, 1976), to the point of
saying: "l consider it a mistoke . . . to talk of na~
tional unity. Class conciliation is impossible, It is not
passible to conciliate the workers, who have only the
strength of their honds, ond those who exploit the work-

ers, " (Difrio Popular, June 22, 1975.) This undeniable
evolution, the product of the objective dynomic of the
campaign (which dynamic it in turn fueled), was most
clearly expressed in Otelo's Lisbon speech of June 25,
1976, The ambiguities are for from eliminated, but it

is no longer simply a translation of the slogan " Agril

25 for president.

Moreover, the Central Committes of the CP itself had

te recognize this in drowing o balance-sheet of i "re~
lative electoral setback”: "The Central Committes notes
that the lock of precision of the results ochieved by

the Communist candidate reflects a deficient opprecia-
tion of the state of spirit of the mosses, . . ."

Workers parties draw the balance-sheet

Meither of the two big Portuguese workers parties can
drow a positive balance=sheet on the presidential elec-
tions. The SP sow about 20 percent of its voters (400, -
000 of them) reject the party's recommendation of sup-
port to Eones and vote for Pinkeiro in the North (Porte,
Viona de Castelo) and to o lesser extent for Otelo in
the South (Lisbon, Sehibal, Beja, Evora, Fare). In the
case of the CP, gbout the same number of voters shifted
to Otelo and cut Octévio Pato's score in half, Each in
their own way, the leoderships of the 5P and CP have
now had to draw the lessons of their relative failures,
for this modifies the line of conduct they envisage for
the post-electoral period, at least in the short run,

Although this was never alluded to in any public state-
ment, the leadership of the 5P nonetheless knows full



well that the portial indiscipline of its vaters was coused
fundamentally by the public image of the candidate the
party supported, further occentuated by the haste with
which the PPD ond the CDS5 {Centro Democrético So=
clal — Social Democratic Center) rushed to support him.
It was also the result of the trode-union base the SP has
developed during the past year and ifs recruitment of
worker militants, The party leaders had to pay the price
for the hostility of these workers to the candidate of

the employers of the CIP and the landlords of the CAP
{Confederation of Portuguese Formers), The prime con-
cern of the Scarss leadership is thus to ossociate Eanes’s
electoral victory to his acceptance of the 5P program
and government: "Contrary to what s claimed by cer-
tain rightist sectors and some left pseudoradicals, who
are united by the same spirit of analysis, the victory of
General Ramalho Eanes does not represent a friumph for
the right and still less for a pseudocoalition of parties
that would moke anticommunism their bonner. . . . The
repeated statements of Ramalho Eones — and especially
his electoral manifeste and his press conference in Gul-
benkian (after the results were announced) — obsolutely
set him off from the right and define him as the legiti-
mate representative of the spirit of April 25, o man de-
termined to struggle for o democratic and socialist proj-
ect openly opposed to all forms of totalitartanism and
dictatorship. . . . The victory of General Romalhe
Eones constitutet a singular reinforcement of the demo-
cratic authority of the Portuguese state. Moreover, this
will be completed on the institutional level by the com-
ing formation of @ homogeneous Socialist government
with o consistent left program which will lend it o brood
base of support capable of matching and surpassing the
influence of the SP jtself," (Staotement of the Naticnal
Secretariat of the SP, June 29, 1976, Didrio de Noti-
cias, June 30, 1975.)

This timarous attempt at differentiotion from the right
on the part of the SP leadership in order to regain some
of the eredibility eroded by the Eanes operation is not
easily reconciled with the exarcise of government re=-
sparaibilities, for which Mario Soares is preparing.
Melther the measures his government will decree nor
the workers struggles thot are alreody taking shape in
response to them will leave the SP leoders much room
o maneuver in their attempt to recover their lost audi-
ence, Although proportionally smaller than those of the
CP, the 5P's electoral losses ore not any easier to re-
cover, Once it cccupies the position of government
party, responsible for and outhor of on antiworker pal=
icy, the SP leodership will have great difficulty trying
to base itself on a "social pact” negotiated with the
majority of the trade-union leaders, many members

of the SP itself, and will have equally anerous problems
with the naticnal leadership of the united central trode-
union federation that will emerge from the congress to
be held in Movember. (It may be predicted that the
majority of this leademship will be Secialist-oriented.)

To this must be odded the bourgecisie's notable lack of
eagernass in supporting the experiment of o Soares gov=
emment, whose term it will do everything to shorten.
This is illustrated by the position taken by the PPD lead-

ership: "The comsequences of the vote, reinforced by
the sansible diminution of SP votes in Madeiro and the
Azores, also remove much credibility from the thesis

of a minority government, Mot only can the SP not claim
the weight of o candidate that was not its own, but alse
the lack of verified support reveals o sersible diminu-
tion of its social bose," (Primeiro de Jareiro, July 4,
1976.)

It is in this context, caught between the sabologe of
reaction and the resistonce of the working class, thot
the Soores leadership will have to deal with the most
importont tersions the 5P hos foced in two years, These
tensions may well be manifested during the coming 5P
congress in December, through the crystallization of a
current or tendency oppased to the government palicy
of the porty's National Secretariat. This cpposition;
which seems already heralded by the formation on July
5 of a Group for the Defense of the Socialist Program
(GDPS), would then reflect the contradiction — up to
now masked because of the ultrasectorian attitude of
the CP leodership, which enables the 5P leadership to
pursue a two=tided policy — between the ospirations of
a working=closs rank and file animated by the Socialist
trode-union codres and the governmant palicy of the
MNaotional Secretariat, The coming struggles and the
trade=-union congress this autumn will constitute impar-
tant tests of the maturity of this conflict between antag=
onistic class interests within the Portuguese Social De-
mocracy.

"“This apparent loss will be won back with interest, " sald
Alvaro Cunhal on June 28 while flying to the Eost Ber-
lin conferance of Europeon Communist parties, (Didrio,
June 29, 1976.)

Cunhal

True, the low vote won by Octévio Pato runs strongly
counter to the project of the CP leadership. The leader-
ship saw this campaign os an instrument in future nego-
tiations with Mario Soares on the compeosition of o gov-
ernment, or at least on a tacit alliance between the

two parties in the Assembly of the Republic on the basis
of a government pletform that would satisfy some of the
demands of the Cunhal lesdership. In order to recover
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the part of its electoral base that voted for Otelo and
left the party members and close sympathizers alone be-
hind Pato, the CP leadership is counting on the difficul-
ties the SP will run into in the gavernment and on the
CP' ability to maintain control of the unions and work-
ars commissions in the big foctories. To the immediate
detriment of its strategy of "left majority, " the CP leod-
ership, ot least during the initial months of the Soores
government, wanh to demomstrate, through strugales
that it can stimulate and direct, that "you cannot gov-
ern without the CP, and still less against it." The Cen-
tral Committee statement of July 5 clearly lays out this
penspective: "The CP reserves the right, which is con~
Ferred on it by the constitution and is an integral part

of democracy, fo oppose a government whase policy it
condemns and to develop the strugale against such @
policy and such a government. " (Avante, July B, 1974.)

And for the CP leadership, the "recovery with interest”
mentioned in this some document means that the orga-
nizational strength of the party, which will be demeon-
strated in coming struggles, combined with an offersive
of palitical explanation; will once agoin rally the sym-
pathy of many worker militants who temporarily defected
te jein the current of support to Otelo. The central
Committee even felt the need to exploin in regard to
these workers: "The CC calls the attention of the re-
gional, local, and rank-ond-file organizations to the
necessity of not toking any precipitous edministrative
measures ogainst the comrodes ond friends (who voted
for Otelo — INPRECOR), The task is to discuss In the
organizations, to discuss the situation fraternally with
all these comrades and 1o drow the indispensable les-
sane, " [ Avante, idem,)

The CP's line of action will thus probobly bend to the
left during coming months inorder to capitalize on the
fruits of an increased intervention in the struggles woged
against the policy of the bourgaoisie and the Soares gov=
arnment. But the aim remairs unchanged: For the CP
the paint is to recover a position of strength in order fo
negotiate with @ Soares who finds himself in trouble
over the compesition of the government that will sue-
ceed the 5P government: "The analysis of the economic,
social, ond political situation leads to the conclusion
that even if o government without Communists is formed
in the immediate future, the continuation of the demo-
cratic process will put the participation of the CP in the
government on the agenda relatively soon in order to

be able to resclve the national problems.™ (Avante,
idem.) Nevertheless, this policy of channeling strug~
gles, while it intensifies the problems of the SP leader-
ship, alsc entails dangers for the CP leadership. The
people who vated for Otelo in the presidential elections
but had voted for the CP in April 1975 and 1976 do not
automatically escape the palitical and organizational
grip of the CP. But in the coming conflicts they will
constitute a current of militant workers who, \in the very
course of these struggles, may be led to translate the
electoral metivations that impelled them to vote for
Otele into o rodical practice in terms of demands and
modes of organization and leadership of the struggles.
Mot only because of its bureaucratic and sectarian atti-

hude in the workers movement (as was once again mani-
fested in the CP's frenetic attacks on the Otele com-
paign), but also becouse of the needs of its strategy of
class eollaboration, the CP is led to try to curb this dy-
namic at a certain point in arder not to endanger its
chances of negotiation within the bourgeois stote appa-=
ratus. Moreover, this is what s already announced in
the statement of the Central Committes: "At the same
time that it wams ogainst raising unrealistic ond dema-
gogic demands by pseudorevolutionary groups and against
inadequate forms of struggle, the CP opposes a policy

of aggravation of the living conditions of the working
classes and stands and will stand at the head of the shrug-
gle of the working class and the popular masses for their
just demands. At the same time that it upholds the ne-
cessity of a palicy of financial qusterity, the CP insists
that this austerity must begin omong the parasitic classes
and with superfluous and luxury goods, " [Avante, idem.)

IF the trarsfer of half of 1t votes to COtele s not to be
‘recovered with interest” by the CP during the coming
central palitical conflicts, it is above all necessary

that the far-left groups be politically and organization=
ally copable of presenting an altemative fo the most
active of the workers, mast of whom are influenced

by the CP, But these groups are on the confrary embarked
on o decidedly triumphalist course, especially the UDP,
the largest of them, which is led by the Maoists of the
Portuguese Communist party (Recorstructed).

In fact, the UDP-PCP{R) believes that the electoral
shift from which Otelo's condidacy benefited consti-
tutes a consolidated victory that now need only be en-
larged in order to comstruct the "ontifascist popular
front." According to an editorial published in the or-
gan of the PCP(R): "To construct a vast popular front
that regroups ond erganizes all the people of Portugal

is on arducus task that cannot be achieved overnight.
Carrying it out requires brecking the masses under bour-
geois influence away from that influence. And since
‘frea-floating' masses free of all ideological and polit-
senl influence do not exist in any class society, a hard
struggle must be waged against bourgeois ideas and par-
ties, o breck up their ranks, deprive them of their
papular base so that the populer front can be estoblished. ,
In this first test we have attracted o maoss of workers,
corresponding fo 800, 000 voters, to the revolutionary
popular camp. What can one call this if not a vichory?"
{Bandeira Vermelha, July 1, 1976.)

The MES advances a similar evaluation in the June 28
statement of its National Political Commission: "The
high score for Otelo has transformed the political pan-
oroma of sur couniry overnight, for it represents obvi-
sus proof that the current that rejects Social Democracy
and reformism exists, is powerful, will get stronger,
and that ro one will henceforth be able to ignore it."
{Diario Popular, June 2%, 1976.)

The Magists of the PCP(R) believe that the First stone
of the "front" hos been set in place by the BOO, 000

popular voter=militants for Otelo, It remairs only to
complete the job by using the major os a Figurehead,



The opportunism that had marked the choice of eandi-
date and the elaboration of the electoral propoganda
(Otele in his general's uniform with the slogans " April
25 for president" ond "o friend in the presidency™ on
the green and red background of the Portuguese flag)
are now being extended in the definition of the compo=-
nents of this "front”: "If one is to be carefully correct,
the votes of Pinheiro must be added to those of Otelo,
in spite of the differences between them, as votes for
the officers of April 25 against Eanes, " declored Acocio
Barreiros, UDP deputy in the Assembly. (Voz do Povo,
organ of the UDP, July &, 1974.) There is not o word
in this interview about any other oddition, such as the
votes of Otelo and the votes of Pata, which should be
done by revelutionaries to show the militants of the CP
and 5P that anticopitalist unity in action can actually
be sealed between workers orgonizations ogainst the
Eanes regime. |t is true that for the Mao=Stalinists of
the PCP(R) Pato is o "diversionist social fascist, " while
the prime minister of the sixth provisional government
is "an ontifascist admiral of April 25." The objective
the UDP assigns to the GDUP (the groups founded to
support the Otelo campaign) strikingly clarifies this
orientation: " A party is necessarily a restricted organi-
zation representing certain specific class interests, with
its own ideclogy. Consequently, it cannot unite brood
sectors of the people in its ranks. A popular front, on
the other hand, hos more open objectives ond daes not
represent a particular class but instead moterializes the
immediate common struggle objectives of several allied
classes, It is an organization of this type that will be

created on the basis of the GDUP." (Voz do Pova, July
6, 1976.)

The possible dynamic of the GDUP cannot be considered
apart from the role that will be played in this process
by the various organizations of the for left, especially
the UDP=PCP{R) and the MES. The projects they uphold
are in large part contradictory. While the UDP aims at
the farmation of an "antifascist popular front" with im=
mediate and minimum objectives, the MES calls for the
formation of an "antifascist and anticapitalist front, a
mass organization struggling for socialism, " (Poder
Populor, organ of the MES, June 30, 1976.) MNeverthe-
less, the two conceptions — one Mao-5talinist, the
other ultraleft — converge on one essentiol point: Both
see the GDUP o organs whose task will be to contri=
bute to the development of the workers commissions,
deliberately excluding any recourse to a palicy of united
front directed toward the reformist parties, which means
also toward the leodership of these porties, through
proposals for united and nonexclusive action in defense
of the toiling masses, In the ahsence of any tactic of
united front toward the 5P and CP, for these orgoniza-
tions the extension of the electoral success of the can-
didate they supported consists of working arcund the
bulk of the working class and the organizations that in=-
fluence or structure it in order to construct a sort of
olternative workers movement of which the GDUP weuld
represent the embryo and of which the "popular unity
movement” would be the expression, ofter the congress
of the GDUP. Hence, the tendency toward o substinu=
tionist policy of working around the traditional workers
movement, of which the FUR (Front of Revelutionary
Unity) hod been a first experience and a first failure,
hos come to the surface again, accentuated by the im=
poct of the Otele campaign.

In the neighborhoods, where the base of the tenants
commissions has significantly contracted since MNovem=-
ber 25, the GDUP, which are ectually regroupments

of militants and sympathizers of the for left, can find

a terroin for propogenda, agitation, ond oroonization

of inftiatives around the rising cost of living. But this
activity is already being carried sut to the detriment

of o possible reactivation of the tenants commissions,

for which the GDUP are substituting themselves wher-
ever militants of the MES and LDP have o certain base,
In the foctories, the same phenomenon may oceur in
another form. In the greot foctories of the Lishon indus-
triol belt and in Setdbal, the far=left militants regrouped
in the GDUP may be led to set themselves up & com-=-
peting organizations to the worken commissions and
trade-union sections led by the CP, to appear as a mi=
narity intreducing edditional division in the working
class and contributing to isolating the vanguard militants
from the majority of the workes in the foctories. In the
coming period these workers will have a natural tendency
ta turn toward their own permanent organizations, es=
pecially their unions, in order to provide themselves
with an effective ond united instrument of struggle
against the bourgeois offersive. It is in this area that
the sectarion attitude of the MES and UDP can cause

the greatest damage, especially since this policy is re-
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flected in conceptions that run counter to the unitary
and democratic aspirations of the workers. An example
of this is the position of the PCP(R) on the coming trede-
union congress: "To have the GDUP participate in the
struggle . , . for the right of trade-union mssociation
ond independence against the maneuvers of the parties,
for trode-union unity against the right of tendency,
which the bourgeoisie wants fo introduce into the union
movement, " |Statement of the Political Commission of
the Cenfral Committee of the PCP{R), A Capital, July
&, 1974.)

Thus, the far=left groups, while they may see their ou-
dience brooden becouse of the electoral success of the
Otelo compaign after the period of isolation following
Movember 25, are still proceeding in the same logic

of sectarian ignorance of the need for o united=front
palicy toward the reformist workers parties; this reflects
the pressure of the rise of o layer of militant but little
politicized workers. That is why neither their program
nor their initiatives can effectively contribute to strength=
ening the independence and unity of the warkers or fo
establishing workers demecracy in the workers movement,
The proliferation of struggles now shaping up can offer
these far=left organizations o field of intervention pro-
pitious for some extension of their influence and, on

this basls, for an extermsion of the influence of the GDUP.
But given the present state of their political develop=-
ment, fthe central political questions posed by the con~-
vening of the trode-union congress ond the response to
the Soores government limit their obility to intervene

in the direction of the majority of workers organized or
influenced by the SP and CP. Meither the MES nor the
UDP nor the front that may be barn of their common ef-
forts will be able to appear to these workers as a real
alternative to the colloborationist and bureoucratic pol-
icy of the traditional leaderships.

For the rest, this contradiction, which arises out of the
cbjective impact of the far left and the limits of its sub-
jective ability to capitalize on that impact, will con-
tribute to stimulating a political discussion of o strategic
order among the various components of the far left, Rev-
olutionary Marxist militants can play an important role
in this process through a unitary policy and a clarifica=-
tion of the central themes under discussion in the van-
guard ,

Toward a new crisis?

If American imperialism and the Eurcpaon bourgeoisies
do not come to its rescue, the Marlo Scares government
will soon find iself in o more or less protrocted situa-
tien of suspension, depending on the intensity of the
workers resistance to the brutal qusterity meosures and
the depth of the comsequent capitalist sabotoge. Only
massive aid in credits would be able to olleviate the
lack of investment and give the SP government o certain
margin for moneuver in order to attempt, with the aid
of some concessions, to divide the workers response, re=
duce some of the points of resistonce, and goin af least
the neutrality of the unions led by members of the Sa-

M

cialist party. But this hypathesis remains unlikely. The
European and Morth American bourgeoisies must lend pri-
ority to their efforts to defuse the explosive potential

of the Italion and Spanish situations: Portugal comes
only third, Under these conditions, the workers response,
which began during the days following the election of
Eanes with the strike of the hotel workers and the move~
ment ot the petrochemical complex of Sines, will rather
tend to amplify in face of the austerity measures, o fore=-
taste of which was offered by the last decrees of the
sixth provisional government on price increases, These
struggles, which the CP will sharpen for its own reasons,
will nevertheless have to overcome the obstacle of the
frogmentation inherited from the very organizational

and political division of the Partuguese workers move-
ment. In this context the trade-union congress in outumn
takes on decisive importance for the organization of o
counteroffersive of the working class against the crisis
of a Portuguese capitalism managed by the 5P gowvern~
ment. The Soores leadership will do all it can to block=
mail the trode=union militants of the SP with the (real)
threat of resction in order to dissuade them from engog-
ing in the battle against the policy of the 5P government
and thus to allow that govemment to goin time so as to
better divide the potential resistance of the workers,

This situation highlights the imperative necessity for
revolutionary Marxists to stimulate the battle, offering
the warkers an olternative on the key questions that
will be posed: elaboration of an action program, of @
plon of struggle unifying the workers battles around de-
fense of the major gains of the toilers (nationalizations,
agrarian reform, workers control) and for the immediate
satisfaction of the demands of the masses of toilers
ogoinst the attack on their living stondards; strength-
ening, extension, and unification of the trade unions
into a single central independent and democratic union
faderotion and coordination of the independent bodies
of the workers through the relaunching of warkers con=
tral by means of the centralization of the workers com=
missions. Mext, and this is an essential paint in winning
the confidence of militants eritical of the big workers
parties, ogoinst the sectarianism that fosters the lsolo-
tion of the vanguard and the division of the ranks of the
workers, intramsigent defense of the broodest workers
democracy in the workers organizations, particularly
the right of tendency in the unions. Finally, the indis-
pemsable propasal of the unity in struggle of all the
warkers organizations — political, trade=union, and
mass — especially ogainst the rise in activity of the
armed gangs of reaction which the accentuated social
polorization will stimulate toward antiwarker terrorism.

Such are the grand lines of o policy that can effectively
cantribute to solidifying a nascent workers resporse that
otherwise could be channeled by the CP or derailed

into vanguordist isolation. In spite of their present or-
ganizational weakness, the Trotskyist militants are the
only ones capable of carrying forward such a project
corresponding to the immediate objective interests of
the Portuguese workers. Defanded with comsistency and
perseverence, this line of action could rapidly get o
resporse from a growing number of worker militants in



the context of the gr=at palitical debate that is open=
ing among them as they come out of the presidential
elections.

As soon as the new rise of partial struggles really takes
hold and os soon s the objective possibility arises, they
will thus be in position to move to agitation and even
to impelling a generalization of these struggles for @
national centralization of the workers response. This
could then take the form of a general strike against the
sabotoge of the bourgecisie, the actions of recction,
and the antiworker measures of the government. Such

a perspective would permit workers solutions to the
economic crisis to be concretely placed on the agenda,
While Eanes and the bourgenisie are alrsady concocting
their plars to replace the discredited SP government
with an SP-PPD-CDS government of national unity, If
necessary by proveking new legislative elections to put
an end to the majority of workers parties in the Assem-
bly, such o workers and pecple'’s mobilization would
also place a real alternative solution on the agenda:
that of an SP-CP government supported by the mobiliza-
tion of the workers and satisfying the demands the work=
ers will put forward throughout these months of struggle.
It is through pumsuing such a policy that the Liga Comu-
nista Internacionalista, sympathizing organization of
the Fourth International in Portugal, will intervens in
the period now opening in Portugal . It is ground such

axes that commoen activity between the Trotskyists of
the LC| and PRT will be oble to lead to the unifica-
tion of the two organizatiors into a Portuguese section
of the Fourth International in o favarable position to
constitute an alternative pole to the capitulations of
the reformists and the ultraleftism and centrism of the
majority of the presently existing revolutionary organi-
zations,

July 13, 1976
FOOTNOTES:

1. On the economic situation, the projects of the
government, and a detalled analysis of the election re-
sults, see INPRECOR, MNo.55, July 8, 1976,

2. See the comparative table of results in the presi-
dential and legislative elections, in INPRECOR, Me.55.

3. MES: Movimento de Esquerda Secialisto — Left
Socialist Movement: PRP: Partido Revolucionério do
Prolotariade — Revolutionary porty of the Proletariat;
FSP: Frente Soclalista Popular — Popular Socialist
Front.

4, See |NPRECOR, MNo,.53, June 10, 1976,

5. See INPRECOR, Mo.52, May 27, 1974.

&. GDUP: Grupes Dinamizodores de Unidode Fopu-
lar — Popular Unity Dynomizing Groups.

7. Anuério Estatfstice, 1973, Vel.l, p.16&FF, Pub-
lished by IMNE,

AWAVEOF REPRESSION

NpoheTapiol BAWY TOV YWpWY, EvWILITE! cvwdeirTe!

EPTATIKH NARK

B:OMABIATING OPFFTAND TNA THN YOLFALNILH TRN [YMELPONTON THL EFTATIEHL TAZHI

Since the general strike ond mobilization of the Greek
working class on May 24 ond 25 (see INPRECOR, Mo,
53, June 10, 1978), the Caramanlis government has es-
calated its repression against the left and the labor
movement. The strike and mobilizotion hod been called
ta Fight against passage of government anti-lobor legis-
lation thot virtually bans skrikes and institutionalizes
state control of the trode unions. The purpose of the cur-
rent intemsification of repression is to drive the labor

movement into an increasingly defensive position so
that the governmant will have a free hond to poss the
rest of its package of reactionary legislation without
facing the sort of mass resistance it had to contend with
in May.

Essentially, the proposed new legislation aims ot restrict-
ing the right of assembly and demonstration. It includes
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a law authorizing the palice to open fire on any rally
or demonttration whose participants refuse to disperse
ot police command. Anather law limit freedom of the
press and it circulation. In foct, both these laws are
far more reactionary than the corresponding ones that
ware in force during the period of the military dictator=
thip.

The repressive apparatus has begun enforcing these lawe
even before their passoge by parlioment. Dozems of
young militants have been arrested for selling left papen
on the streets, which is prohibited by the law the gov-
ernenent i now preporing, ond for distributing leaflen.
Under the application of the anti-laber law passed in
May, some 500 trade unionists have been fired, most
of them becouse of the sirikes of May 24-25 agairst this
very law. After sentencing thirteen militanns to prison
terms ranging from five months to o years on charges
growing out of the brutal police asoult on demonstra-
tors May 24-25, the government has now lounched a
new round of persecution of the alleged “instigators™

of the May 24-25 astions.

This new round i directed First of all against the for-
left organization, but in reality it is aimed ot the labor
movement o @ whole, for the formulation of the charges
is such that the some occusations moy be filed ogainst

anyone whe writes or specks ogaimt governmant policies.

During the post week dozers of militonts have been In=
terrogated by the secret police under the pretext that
the articles in the newspopers of their orponizations ond
the leaflets they have distributed indicate thot they,
“together with the other members of their organization,
inciied the crowd to throw stones ot policemen and to
engoge in viclence agaimt the police and the state ™
To give an idea of whot these "exiremisk" actually
wrote in their papers ond leaflets, here is a quotation
from o leaflet of the Organization of Internationalist
Communitts of Greece (OICG, Greek section of the
Faurth International), on which the occusation is based:

"We shall demand of the reformist leaderships that they
brooden, coordinate, and escalote the struggle agaimt
the anti-labor draft low on a national scale, through
union assemblies ond the election of struggle commit=
tees to coordinale the struggle on o trode-union, city,
regionol, and national scale. ™

On the beasis of this paragraph, two memben of the
OICG, Giannis Felekis and Aleka Felekis-Ambaris,
have been accused of being leaden of the OICG re-
sponsible for "instigating" the May 24-25 eventz. The
accusation is formulated in such a way that it can be
applied to anyone the secret police suspects of being

a member of the OICG. According fo existing legisla-
tion, the possible prison sentences in this case are the
some o8 those in the cases of those charged with having
“conducted” the May 24-25 eventi: between five months
and two years,

The current ottack on the lobor movement and its polit-
ical organizations wos prepared by a weeks-long cam=
paign by the bourgeois press, the government, and the
18

state=controlled mass media. Long front-page articles
with huge titles have been published demanding the
smashing of extremist organizations, particulorly the
Trotskyist ones, because of the consistent role they have
played in the struggle agairst the anti=labor legislation.
This campaign has gone hand in hand with o coordinated
compaign by the Leogue of Greek Industriclists, which
has included layoffs and lockouts aimed ot smashing

the wave of itrikes.

The two Communist parties have remained silent about
this persecution and the imprisonment of those arrested
an May 24-25. The Mooist groups, which have a rather
broad influence, have alio remained inactive, for their
political analysis claims that “any attack on the Cara-
manlis government would harm the anti-superpower bloc
and would not be correct, since the main enemy at this
stage is social imperialism. ™

The centrist groups, the OICG, ond two other Trotsky=
ist groups, the Revolutionary Communist Front ond the
Internationalist Communist League (the latter was formed
after a split in the Healyite organization in Greece)
hawve initiated o deferse campaign against the repres=
sion, in defense of democratic rights, and for the con=
tinuation of the struggle to repeal the anti-labor legis=
lation. This compaign has included leaflers, posters,
petitiors, rallies in the streats, city centen, foctories,
and working=class nelghborhoods, as well as press con-
ferences ond demorstrations,

The government repression marks an important turn in
Greek politics. It is the end of the period during which
the bourgeois government followed a policy of selective
repression aimed ot maintaining the illusions of the
masses 50 o8 to gain the time needed to stabilize the
state ond repressive apparata and institutionalize re-
pression of the labor movement. It alio marks the begin-
ning of an cpen and generalized repression, the initia=
tion of an effort by the government to revive the onti-
communist hysteria of the peried that followed the civil
war.

It is, however, impossible to reestoblish such an anti-
communist hysteria today. But what the government can
succeed In is to give fasclst and reactionary elements

a green light to step up their terrorist attacks on book=
stores, heodguarters, and individuol militonts of the
left, attacks that are always conducted with the collab-
oration of the state apparatus and its repressive branches,
It is this context that accaunts for the recent asaulhs
with arms and grenodes on two headquarters of the Com-
munist party (exterior) and the firebombing of left boak=
stores just after Caramanlis's statement that "the left
and the lobor movement are responsible for all the prob-
lems . "

The vigilance and mobilization of the world working
closs and its organizations, espacially in Europe, s
needed ‘for the maintenance and broadening of the frag-
ile democratic rights the Greek workers and students
have won at the cost of all the blood shed in the strug=
ale agairst the military dictatorship. [



WOMENS MOVEMENT

by JACQUELINE HEINENe

In Madrid, the saleswomen of one of the Simage chain
stores have been in struggle for more than o month.
They went on strike after one of their union delegates
was fired because she had eaten a sandwich on the job
(the rule says that you have to do this in the roilets!).
The police arrested some of the striking women, claim=
ing that they had obstructed the entrance to the store,
About thirty women then occupied a church for three
days, with the support of the neighborhood association
and the women's group of the Aluche neighborhood ,
They were forcibly ejected, after which a solidarity
demomstration of 1,000 was organized, The saleswomen
are naw back at work, but they are helding general as-
semblies to discuss how to struggle for on increase in
their scondalously low wages ard ogainst the harassment
they suffer. They have established ongaing links with
the Women's Social Center recently set up in the neigh-
borhood .

Three weeks after these events, since the manogement
had still not rehired the fired saleswoman, her comrodes
organized a boycott of the Simago chain for June 22-
24, with the aid of various Madrid women's groups.
(The Association of Housewives' Groups, dominated by
the Communist party, refused to poarticipate becouse
the gction was not legal.) This wes a very militant ac-
tion, widely reported in the press. It raised slogars for
the immediate rehiring of their fired comrode and on

the struggle against the specific oppression in the de-
partment stores,

In the Bosque country, domestic workers have gotten
together and are fighting for a forty=hour workweek,
social security covaroge, a minimum woge, ord the
right to unionize.

In Borcelona the wives of the workers of Motor lberi-
ca barricaded themselves inte a church on June 1

in suppart of the woge demands of the workers ond fo
breck the wall of silence sumounding this strike. The
occupation hos endbled them to discuss their own prob-
lems (= housewives, part=time workers, or poorly paid
domestic workers) ond to see how much easier It is to
care for children collectively and how much the popu-
lation manifests its solidarity, They had left their ghetto,
The police who came to throw them out by force —
with jeeps, trucks, and anti-rict equipment — com=
pelled them to return to their homes, but things will
never be the same ogain.

Throughout the Spanish state, neighborhood women's
groups organized a boycott of the markets on June 26,
follewing a demonstration of more than 50, 000 in Ma-
drid four days earlier against the rising cost of living
and for the legolization of the neighborhood associa-
tions,
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The militancy exhibited by these women is commensu-
rate with the mobilizations of the entire Spanish prole-
toriat: work stoppoges in solidority with Motor Iberica
in Barcelona and with Feramica in Martorell; demon-
strotion of 15,000 in Barcelona for omnesty and for the
rehiring of all workers fired during struggles, inspired
by what happened in Bilbao, where all the workers at
Babcock Wilcox fired since 1939 had been rehired, and
by the rehiring of all the workers fired during the 1962
strike ot Siemens-Barcelono; the very militant deman=-
stration of 15,000 in Santa Coloma, a suburb of Borce~
lona, which stopped in front of the heodquarters of the
Guardia Civil, chanting "dissolve the repressive bod-
ies"; 10,000 youth in Cornelia, in the Barcelona area,
demanding jobs for all and concluding their demonsfra-
tion with a big festival; the metalworkers and chemical
workers of Madrid taking to the streets to bock up their

The secial and ideclogical crisis

But the context in which the radicalization of ever
brooder layers of women is occurring is also determined
by the social and ideclogical crisis in which the Span-
ish bourgeoisie has been mired since the death of Franco.,
The fierce repression ogainst many militants, among
them many women, has not managed to quell the need
for self-expression, for liberation, for throwing off the
stifling straitjocket of Froncoism. The innumerable ar-
ticles now appearing in many bourgeois newspopers and
magazines on sexuality and contraception — from ad-
vertisements for this or that pill to what position fo o~
sume to avoid pregnancy — simply reflects the pressure
being expressed by ordinary women in neighborhood
meetings where sexuality is discussed, one's own sexu-
ality, where o series of toboo questions are finally
opened up (like the meeting in Barcelona that brought
together 900 women and men).

iB8

In this country in which the traditional role of women
has been 3o extolled by the reactionory bourgeoisie,

in particular by the Phalongist party whose women's
sections are assigned the task of teaching young girls
how to become good mothers; in this country where the
obligatory "social" service still exists — for young girls
it consists of doing six months' apprentice housekeap-
ing; in this country where up to a year ogo wives were
corsidered abnormal beings needing permission from
their husbands in order to go to work; in this country
where marriage In the Catholic church is proctically
mandatary, the spirits are in revolt — ard the bodies
too, This is evidenced by the First {ssue of the women's
journal in the Santa Coloma neighborhood: the illiterate
women are demanding to be tought to read, odolescents
want to discuss their rights with their parents, and some
fathers are engoging in discussion in the nusaries on
the discrimination against their daughters ("why these
pink and blue baby clothes?").

The emergance of the women's movement in Spain hos
bean shaped by contredictery factors, One is that only
15 percent of all women are wage workers, while more
than 50 percent of all women remain in the home, But
another is the strong tradition of solidarity with warkers
struggles, in demomstrations and on strike picket lines.
Only 0,24 percent of all university students are women
and a very low proportion of women are skilled workers,
But at the same time in the public debates in post months
women hove often expressed their desire to have occess
to culture. There is a paverty of social resources ovail-
oble to women to ease their domestic tasks, but at the
same Hme women have been active participants in neigh-
borhood struggles for several years. Today, they are
beyginning to become conscious of their specific oppres-
sion os women, particularly around the strugale for free
child-care centers. (One of the most advanced exam=
ples of this was the simultaneous occupation of fourteen
Barcelona child-core centers by the parents, children,
and teachers at the end of May.) Finally, the European
women's movement has hod an impact; through the
"Yeor of the Woman" declared by the bourgeoisie it
found channels through which to make ik demands krown
and imspire Spanish wemen to begin struggling for them-
selves.

Women's groups are springing up wherever they

hod not existed befare: in the neighborhoods; the uni-
versities, and some factories. In several cities these
groups have begun fo coordinate, giving rise to confer-
ences such as the one in Madrid last yeor, where 500
women were able fo meet for the first time. The "Wom-
en's Doys" held in Barcelona ot the end of May is an-
other example, It wos attended by 1,500 women on the
First day ond 4,000 on the last day. Participants came
to discuss point by point the eight themes that were on
the agenda on the problems of women workers, women
in the neighborhoods, gquestions of sexvality, rthe lows,
the mass media, etc. It was during these first regional
encounters (with many delegates coming from other cit-
ies in the case of Barcelona) that it became clear that
the movement was already structured oround three major
poles. In oddition fo the Movement of Democratic




Women (linked to the CP) and the pole of rodical fem-
inists, who uphold pasitions similar to those held by
this current in the rest of Europe (a current that owes

a lot of the press coverage it initially got to its extrem-
ist positions), there is o third pole represented by such
groups as the Association of Women University Students,
the Women's Liberation Front in Madrid, and ANCHE
in Barcelona, which emphaosize the necessity for an in-
dependent revolutionary women's movement,

Beyond these divisions, what was striking about the dis-
cussion during the Barcelona "Women's Days" were the
links, very close from the outset, between the various
groups and the workers movement (even cerfain groups
upholding more or less sexist positions), either through
their organic links with the tenant associations, parent
assoclations, or local workers commissions in the case
of the neighborhood women's groups, or through the pro-
gram of demands put forward by the other groups and

the understanding of the impartance of a struggle around
specific oppression, which tends to be the oppression
not only of women, but also of all the workers, (Catho-
lic women linked ta the Christion Democrocy, who were
officially present at the beginning of the "Days, " hod
to leave because of the uproar touched off by their re-
actionary positions on the family.)

The CP and the radicalization
of women

In this situaticn, the weork of gaining a base in the neigh-
borhoods that has been corried out by the Communist
party for about ten years now has had far from negligible
effects. This is true even though the housewives groups

{ Amas de Casa) linked to the tenants associations did
not have a feminist slant at first, Organized ond led

for the most part by the Movement of Democratic Wom-
en (MDM), they were content to mebilize women o3

one more force in the sacial struggle, Nevertheless,

the deepening of the political and economic crisis linked
to the daily confrontation with social problems that al-
most always relate to the role of women in capitalist
society — housing, child care, nelghborhood manage-
ment, parks in which children con play — hos led these
groups to modify their pasitions and put forward specifi-
cally feminist objectives, even on questions that seem
least related at first glance. "If we have to broach the
problem of rats, " which infest the filthy neighborhoods
around the great cities and are a real danger to small
children, "we will do so while also mking curselves
why it is always women who have to discuss this sort of
problem, " says o woman of the MDM,. Which does not
prevent her from locating this struggle in a totally re-
formist perspective: "The future democratic government
will be able to respond in large port to the needs ex-
pressed by the demands for free child-care centers,
building new schools, and the question of prices. Even
if it does not permit a full liberation of women, it will
create the material basis to enable us to work toward
this."

Saleswomen of Simago chain on strike.,

The explosive situation that will inevitably result from
the fall of the dictatorship and the Intensification of
the contradictions of the system in the eyes of the work=
ers (because of the future government's inability to deal
with their demands) will enable revolutionaries to get

a growing response to their strategic perspectives. The
head-on battle against positions like those expressed
above by a leader of the Communist party will then
toke on ifs full significance for broad layers of women
and men who are now still victims of the worst reformist
illusiens,

For the immediate pariod, given the urgency of a united
battle ogainst repression and the breadth of the cam-
paign for amnesty, this polemic oppears relatively ab-
stract to them. But be that as it may, militents; and
above all women militants, of tha CP have understood
gne thing: the impartance of the neighbarhood as the
natural terrain for assembling all women who do not
work and the necessity for engaging in adialogue with
other political currents, Alang with all the ambiguities
of the recent program of the CP, in which this party
offirms "We must be a feminist party, We ore the party
of women's liberation, " there is also the explicit recog-
nition of the women's liberation movement s a "broad
front in which organized movements coexist side by
side with important currents in which basic orientations
confront one another."”

These are certginly the most open pesitions that have
been taken on the question of women by any Eurcpean
CP up to now. 5o open, in fuct, that the woman of
MDM interviewed in an article published in the moga-
zine Triunfo declared: "We believe that there are inter=
class demonds among brood popular and bourgesis layers
that con structure a feminist movement." An allionce
with the "democratic” wing of the bourgeaisie is thus
called for. But the very dynomic of the movement ina
region like Barcelona, in which the troditions of work=
ers strungle are very strong, indicates that the CP will
soon have some trouble with its rarks. "It smells a bit
bourgeais here, doesn't it, " said a woman of Santa Co=
loma, a member of the MDM, when the Cathalic women
were present ot the Borcelona "Women's Doys." And,
casting a glance at the solemn pictures on the wall,
where the diplomas of honored doctors are traditionally
hung up, she said, "I'm illiterate; but I'm here anyway ."
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The radical feminists

Becouse of the present strength and base of the reformists
and becouse of the revalutionary dynamic of the situa-
tion in Spain, the radical feminist currant that publicly
emerged during the December women's conference in
Medrid scarcely has any room for development in the
coming period. Its present audience partially derives
from the fact that it represents a pole of attraction for
many women, youth or intellectuals, who resist enter=
ing the neighborhood groups becouse of the social com-
position of these groups, the age of the women involved
in them (often in their forties), and their primary con=-
cems (cost of living, child care, the guestion of the
family ot seen by married women, ete.), This does not
mean that the women who follow the rodical feminists
today necessarily adhere to the theorles of Lidia Faledn
an the struggle of the sexes or the building of @ woman's
party. It is thus the task of the third component that has
recently amerged in the movement, within which revo-
lutionaries generally predominate, fo win to their posi-
tiors the women who are attracted to the rodical lan-
guage of the radical feminists (which often corresponds
ta their own revolt against the family and society} rather
than to their strategic perspectives.

To understand. this necessity is alse to understand its
carallary: the need to win the women of the neighbor=
hood or factory groups gwady from CP influence, women
who hove olready exhibited an extroordinary militancy
but wha could remain completely disarmed in foce of
the betrayals of the reformists if no alternative is pro=
posed to them,

What tasks for revolutionaries

In part, building this alternative consists of effecting
the linkup of a part of the women’s movement with the
most odvanced fringes of the working clws around com-
mon objectives such o the struggle ogainst repression
ond the active boycott of the government referendum.
But it also comsists of the Fight of women to impose, Bs=
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pecially within the workers commissions, the existence
of structures that enable them to defend their own de-
mands (equal job training and waoges, strugale against
sexist harassment in the factories, free abortion and
contraception on demand, etc.}). Another element in
building this alternative is the capacity of vanguard
women to stimulate the emergence of women's groups

in the factories, groups that coordinate among themselves
and would be an integral part of the independent move=
ment around all factars underlying the specific oppres=
sion of women.

Part of building this alternative is alse understanding
the H!Emrdlul rale the neighborhood women's groups
can play in the coming period In the emergence of o
women's movement on clearly anticapitalist pesitions.
This is becouse of the depth of the economic and social
crisis, the dynomic of demands such & "free child-care
centers and schools for oll" (which has already been ad-
vanced today), ond the focal point the neighborhood
represents for the struggle of the most oppressed social
layers. Hence the importance of revalutionary women
militants' being present in the existing neighborhood
groups and pushing for their creation where they do not
yet exist,

Contrary to the Mooists, who have exhibited the most
incredible sectarianism, trying to create their own wom=
en's groups and putting forward their own movement,

the self-styled Democratic Association of Women, we
believe that the women's movement must be indepen-
dent, united, broad, and democratic and that fts strength
derives precisely from the ability of the various paliti-
cal currents, sectors, and groups fo confront one ancther
within the movement and forge unity around specific
objectives, It is the achievement of this unity that will
also determine the copacity of the women's movement

to stimulate mixed struggles of a mass character that
compel the leoderships of the traditional workers move-
ment fo take into consideration such cbjectives as free
abortion on demand, the struggle ogoinst discrimination
ogainst women in job training and employment, the strug-
gle for improved social services, and 1o on.

The vary way in which the women's movement in Spain
hes tended to structure itself during the past several
months should permit it fo ottoin these goals. Sectoral
coardinating bodies of neighborhood groups in Barcelono
and Madrid, coordination among the various sectors af
the local level [neighborhood, university, factory),
the regional coordination recently decided on in Cata-
lonia — these are the sort of links that are decisive in
taking account both of the diversity of the movement
and of the specific character of the many groups and
sectors that are port of it, while still parmitting a con=
stant dialogue emong all of them,

Whether this movement stands on clas-struggle positions,
whether it is organically linked to the overall struggle
of the Sponish proletariat, and whether it will partici-
pate in the emergence of orgoms of dual power in the
future will depend on the place revolutionaries are able
to occupy within it.
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The conference of twenty=nine Communist parties of
Evrope wos finally able to be held, in Eost Berlin, The
Communist party press in some countries, beginning
with Pravda itself, hailed i convocation o8 o great
victory, It is known that Brezhnev hod made the hold-
ing of the conference a question of personal prestige.
In fact, the differences of a number of CP leaderships
— notably in Yugeslavia, ltaly, Spain, Fronce, and
to some extent Romonia — with the leadership of the
Saviet CP over some key passoges of the final declara-
tion hod been so deep that for a long time it seemed
that the conference might not even be oble to meet.

If it was eventually held, thits was essentially because
the Kremlin leades gave in on practically all the points
on which their adversaries hod insisted. Probably the
most costly concession for the Kremlin was the elimino-
tion of any condemnation of the Chinese CP or Maoism
from the text of the common declaration. But even these
concessions did not prevent the most determined odvo-
cotes of polycentrism — beginning with Berlinguer of
Italy and Santioge Carrillo of Spain, but also including
Tito = from clearly asserting thot such conferences were
in fact useless, that common decuments should no longer
be drofted in the future, and that the question of strat-
egy and tactes in achieving socialism, o well as that
of political orientation, were the exclusive province

of each national party,

Some false interpretations and a
correct one

How should this conference be located in the history

of the Stalinist movement? There are o number of inter-
pretations that should be rejected straightoway. One,
which is shared by the most comservative sectors of the

bourgesisie (of the Kissinger-Fanfeni variety) and cer-
tain dogmatists of the so-called For |eft, blithely asserts
that this conference amounts to nothing but a chorode
aimed at deceiving the gullible and that in reality
Brezhnev, Berlinguer, Tito, and Santiogo Carrillo are
in complete agreement on all paints,

Were this the case, Tt would be difflcult to understand
the interminable discussions, the many canflicts, and
the flare-ups that nearly prevented the conferance from
being held, not to mention such events-os the acid dia=
tribes of the Suslovs, Ponamarevs, and Bilaks, the pub-
lic attecks of Rude Provo, organ of the Czechoslovak
CP, against the French and Htalion Communist parties,
Meoscow's attempts to create a Communist party of Spain
[Lister) to counter the Communist party of Spain (Ca-
rrille), the letter of the Soviet CP to all "fraternal®
porties denouncing "the dbsence of a critical aftitude
on the part of cur French Communist comrodes in regard
to the onticommunist intervantions of the bourgecisie,”

The second thesis, diametricolly oppoted o the First

but equally false, claims that "Eurccommunism” repre~
sents the end of special relatiors between the French,
Italian, Spanish, Beitish, Swedish, etc. CPs and Moscow
ond, occording to some varfants, even sees signs of the
dawn of the “reunification of the Western workers move-
ment." If the French Communist party abandans the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat, some people in France have
asserted, then the Tours split (the split in the Socialist
party that gave rise to the CP) may be comsidered point-
less. Moreover, it appears that Cegucescy, leader of
the Romanian CP, posed the question in similar terms
during the East Berlin conference itsalf,

As agaimst these incorrect theses, any correct interpre-~
tation of the East Berlin conference must begin from a
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phenomenon which has been developing since 1948 and
which revolutionary Marxists call the crisis of Staliniem.
This crisis has been advancing, now ot on accelerated
pace, now more slowly and hesitantly, under the im-
pact of a series of contradictions, partially independent,
partially interlinked by a genuine sysfem of intercon-
nected compartments. The crisis of Stalinism may be
described as an ensemble of five crises:

*The crisis of Kremlin control over those Communist
parties that themselves hold state power, beginning
with those parties that seized power in o manner inde~
pendent of the Soviet bureaucragy, ot the heod of o
genuine mass socialist revolution, even if bureoucrati=
cally deformed from the outset (the Yugoslav, Chiness,
Vietnomese CPs),

*The erisis of CP contral aver the toiling masses in
the capitalist countries (especially the working class)
whe are marked by growing militancy, anticapitalist
consciousness, and clear distrust of bureaueratic manip=
ulations, Moreover, these masses are exposed to the
still limited but nonetheless expanding influence of o
vanguard which is more influential, more effective,
and more strongly implanted in the class than ot any
time during the past thirty years.

*The crisis of control of the CPs in pawer in the
"people's democrocies” (and in Ching) over the masses,
whate political combativity and activity are in the pro-
cews of aowokening. This crisis can advance to the brink
of genuine political revolution (October~November
1956 in Hungary, the 1958 "Prague spring" in Czecho-
slovakia, and, partially, the warkers uprisings in Poland
in 1958, 1970, and 197§ .

" The crisis of control of the Soviet bureaucrocy over
Soviet society. This saciety is not yet charocterized
by an awckening of activity and politicization amang
brood masses, but the dialectic of "de=-Stalinization”
and of the ripening of the ohijective conditions for the
political revelution has triggered an initial confronta-
tion between the bureaucracy and political oppesitions,
which adds a new dimension to the crisis of Stalinism.

*The crisis of relations between the CPs of capitalist
Eurape and the Kremlin, which results from the manner
in which these porties have been compelled to assimi-
late de~Stalinization, the manner in which they are in-
serted into the political life of their countries, and the
manner in which they are exposed to the parallel and
contradictory pressure of the imperialist bourgeaisie
(and the general policy of "peoceful coexistence™) on
the one hand ond the rise of the proletarion revelution
on the other hand,

Once one grasps this overall complexity of the crisis
of Stalinism, one can immediately put one's Finger on
the fundamental couse of the error of interpretation of
“Eurocommunism" and of the East Berlin canference
committed by so many commentators of both the right
=nd the left. The Soviet bureaucrocy must judge every-
Sing thot is hqppening in the Communist parties not
=

only on the basis of its "détente” projects and policies
with respect to imperialism, but also on the basis of ifs
relations with the toiling masses in the "pecple's democ~
racies” and the USSR imelf.

That's the rub; It is on this point that the dynamic trig=
gered by those CP leaderships that are taking their dis-
tance from the Kremlin threaters to make the bureau-
cracy more vulnerable, to contribute to the ripening
of the political revalution,

What the Kremlin can live with and what
it fears

Of course, when Berlinguer, Marchals, and Santiago
Carrillo renounce the dictatorship of the proletariat,
declare themselves in favor of "parliamentary and elec-
toral roads to socialism, * preach for alliances with bour-
geois parties, and assert that they will even respect the
Atlantic allionce when they became ministers in coali-
tion governments, the Kremlin's orimoces of consterna-
tion are only for show. For a long time now, more ex-
actly since the French CP vated for the war credits and
since the Seventh Congress of the Comintern in 1935,
the proctice of the CPs has gone in this direction. The-
ory has finally caught up with practice. In this regard,
the reformist CPs have repeated the process of revision
of Marxism initiated by the Sociol Democrats at the be-
ginning of this century, The Kremlin is in fundamental
agreement, Renounce the dictatorship of the proletariat
in order to gain o few ministerial portfolios? An excel-
lent deall Many others of the same type were cone luded
under Stalin,

Does the Soviet bureaucracy fear that this time the jn-
tegration of the CPs into the bourgeois state apparatus
will go all the way and that in the event of conflict
between the European bourgeoisie and the Kremlin, the
mass CPs will stand squarely in the camp of their own
bourgecisies ogainst the USSR? Most likely, the more
the CPs recruit on a rightist basis, the more the ideg-
logical differences with the Social Democrocy will de=
cline, and the more numerous will be the functicnaries
and bureaucrats who would be prepared to make this
leap (there were already quite o few in August-Septem-
ber 1939, and they will be even more numerous next
time) . But for the CPs os o whole, to bregk campletely
with the USSR would be to lose their own identity, which
would be to plunge into an irreversible process of ab-
sorbtion by the Social Democracy. Becouse of the im-
portant material base guaranteed them by their indepen-
dent existence, it is nat likely that the leaderships of
these parties will go all the way in the process of So-
cial Democratization and breck with Moscow completely,
The present relations with Moscow thus suit them nicel ¥
at bottom,

But when Berlinguer, Santiago Carrillo, and Marchais
speck of a plurality of political parties in the “building
of socialism, " when they call for frade-union indepen-
dence of the state, when they say they are for the right
to strike after the overthrow of capitalism, and when
they dencunce — still in an extremely hesitant and in-



sufficient manner = the viclations of and crimes agoinst
proletarian democracy and elementary human rights in
the USSR and the "pecple's democrocies, " then, yes,
the Soviet buresucracy becomes indignant and panics.
To see only the aspect of “capitulation to the bourgeoi-
sie" in "Eurocommunism® Is to fail to undemstand that
the Italian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese CPs are
now evalving in a prerevolutionary situation, under the
pressure of o working cless that has understood some of
the crimes of Stalinism and is firmly resolved to prevent
their repetition by ony means necessary. To see the
pledges of the Berlinguers and Carrillos solely o con-
cessions to the bourgeoisie is to fail to understand the
powerful antibureoucratic companent that occompanies
the revolutionary upsurge in copitalist Europe, This was
already visible in May 1988, |t ha powerfully come

to the fore in the Portuguese revolutionary process and
will be still more powerful in the rising Spanish, Italian,
ond French revalutions,

The Berlinguers, Marchaises, Santiogo Carrillos, ond
Cunhals do not like workers councils any mere than the
Brezhnevs, Husaks, or Kadars do, But they cannot fron=
tally oppose the emergence of these councils so long as
we are in a rising phese of the revolutionary process in
southern Europe, They will be compalled to toke evasive
action rather than strike openly, to maneuver with the
councils rather than liquidate them. Moreover, this s
what makes their role especially dangerous from the
standpoint of the fafe of the socialist revolution, for
these maneuvers are incontestably aimed at restabilizing
the bourgeois order. But to be able to execute those
maneuvers during a period of revolutionary upsurge,
they must pay an ideclogical and political price. And
this is what exploded like o bombshell in East Berlin.
This is what is driving the buresucracy to distraction,
This is what has @ boomerang effect for the Kremiin.
The action of the Polish workers against the price in-
creases, tempororily crowned with success, can only
augment the dangers to it rule the Kremlin now sees
taking shape on various sides,

The leaders of the CPs of Western Europe are defending
some elementary principles of application of democratic

liberties and human rights during the phase of comstruc—
tion of sociallsm in their own countries, without the
Kremlin excommunicating them the way Tite and Meo
were excommunicated, Thus, one con be an advocate

of a multiparty system, real freedom of the press, and
the real right of the workers fo strike after the overthrow
of capitalism without automatically being dubbed o
"frenzied anticommunist,” on "agent of imperial ism, "

or even a "Hitlerite Trotskyist," A question is thus im-
mediately posed: Suppose a Czechoslovdk, East German,
Palish, Bulgarian, Soviet (or Yugoslav!) Communist de-
mands the application of these same principles in his or
her country as well? Would that make him or her an
"anticommunist, " a "partisan of the restoration of capi-
tallsm, " a “slimy viper, " or an "anti=Soviet agitator, "
simply for having repeated what “comrodes™ Santiago
Carrillo, Berlinguer, and Marchais hed proclaimed
aloud in East Berlin?

According fo information from generally well informed
sources (although we have not yel been able to confirm
the outhenticity of the document), o letter drafted by

o number of leaders of the Czechoslovak CP eliminated
by the "normalization" (although Dubcek himself is said
not to have signed) was distributed to the participants
in the East Berlin conference, (Excerpts of it will be
publlished fn a future issue of INPRECOR.) This letter
speoks of a "foctlon" of Czechoslovak Communists wha
ogree with the "Eurccommunisis” whose theses friumphed
at the conference. Under these conditions, they call
for an end to the repression to which they have been
subjected and for the restoration of their rights, since
their political line hos already been rehabilitated in
reality!

In order to escape from this embarrassment, Pravda cen-
sored practically all the "contraversial” passages in the
speeches of the "Eurocommunists.” But there was imme-
diately a new accentuation of the crisis, Other bureou~
erats of the "people’s democracies” were unable to com-
pletely imitate Moscow's action, The bureaucrats of
the German Democratic Republic, up to now the most
rigid and servile in their subordination to the Kremlin,
were compelled to publish the speeches of Berlinguer
and company without a single cut, for the simple reason
that the East German radio and television hod already
broodcast these speeches live and millions of people
therefore already knew ahout them, Once ogain the
revolutionary potential of instantanecus tramsmission

of events at moments of great political and social erisie
was verified, this time in East Europe.

Thus, the Kremlin's great fear is not so much that its
influence over the CPs of West Europe will be further
reduced. What it really feors are the effects "Euro-
communism" and the concessiors to the entibureaucratic
sentiments of the masses it entails can have on Moscow's
control of the CPs and masses of East Europe and the
USSR itself. In its own way, the accentuation of the
erisis of Stalinism by the East Berlin conference heralds
the tremendous storm that will bredk over East Europe
and the USSR (and even China) ofter the first victories
of the proletarian revolution in capitalist Europe.



It could then be asked why the Kremlin finally ceded
before "Euracommunism® and "polycentrism® if the re-
percussiors In ifs own sphere of influence threaten to

be so negative. The onswer is that the cure would have
been werse than the disecte. A new, third "schism" in
the Stalinist universe, with the open excommunication
of the Spanish, Italion, French, and British CPs, would
have unleashed even greater centrifugal forces in the
"people's democracies” and the USSR, Especially in

the light of the great events an the horizon in Spain

and Italy, such an excommunication would have left

the Kremlin with no capacity for intervening in the po-
litical life of capitalist Europe and would have been
laden with consequences both in relation te Imperialism
and in relation to the least depoliticized sectors of the
masses in the USSR and Eost Europe. Brezhnev thus opted
for what was the lesser evil, from his ewn point of view,

One step forward, two steps back

Doss this mean that we cpplaud the success incontestably
woh by “Eurccommunism” and "polycentrism” at the

East Berlin conference? This would be to fall into o
one=sided and opportunist evaluation of the balonce=
sheet of this conference,

First of all, the increased prestige won at low cost by
the Berlinguers and companies in East Berlin increases
their ability to manipulate end thereby betray the rising
proletarion revalution in the West as well o the rising
palitical revolution in the East, Significant evidence
for this is provided by the suphoric commentaries of R,
Hovemann (who it nevertheless an honest, critical, ond
leftist communist and a fierce opponent of the bureau-
crazy) published in the July 5 issue of the West German
weekly Der Spiegel. Enthusiastic about the "democrotic”
professions of faith of the "Eurocommunist" leaders and
hoping for innumerable beneficial repercussiors for op-
position communists and toilers in the "people's democ-
racias, " Hovemann fails to see the decisive concessions
to the bourgeoisie. The abandoning of any struggle to
destroy the bourgeois state apparatus and the strangling
of the self-organizotion of the masses that is the inevi-
toble comsequence of attachment to bourgecis-parlia-
mentary institutions imply the risk of defeat of the so-
cialist revalution in southern Europe. The disastrous con-
sequences this defeat would entail for the working class
and for critical communiste in Eost Europe are chvious.

Second, the ideclogical retreats of the leaders of the
mass CPs in West Europe also unleash an ebjective dy-
namic, They have negative consequences both on Com-
munist codres and militants and on Communist workers.
An entire ganeration of vanguard toilers who joined the
CPs becawse they considered these parties the most com-
bative and anticapitalist mass parties will be systemati-
cally misled into confusing the democratic rights of the
masses with bourgeois—democratic institutions, opposi=
tion to the bureaucratic dictatorship and one-party re-
gime with opposition to the power of workers councils,
ard, eventually, "austerity” imposed by o government
of coalition with the bourgecisie in order fo restore the
capitclist rate of profit with "a stoge in the transition
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The follewing is an excerpt from o diologue bets
the Communist party of Spain, ond Manuel Azcé
Committes of this party. The dialogue appeared
der the title " Azcdrate and Cloudn Discuss Eute

CLAUDIN, . . . In the US5R o buregucratic system was
created, whatever may be the historic and objective
reasors. According to Trotsky, there were socialist strue-
tures on the one hond and a buregucrotic suparstructure
on the other (he called 1t a "deformed workers state"),
with the superstructure in contradiction ta this socialist
structure, But ot the end of his life Tromky himself of=
firmed that if this was tramsformed into o stable regime,
this bureaucratic clgss would be transformad inte a rul-
ing class, not in the sense of a body of private proprie-
tors and a state subject to these proprietors, but rather
becouse of the functien its components would fulfill
within the state and the porty. For these regsons, i
doesn't seem to me mechanical to characterize the USSR
os o system that does not hove socialist relations of pro-
duction. But it does seem to me mechanical to ossert
that an the one hand there are socialist relations of pro=
duction and on the other hand a political and ideclog-
ical supemtructure that is not socialist, This is one of
the great problems that Marxists are now studying and
discussing in order to arrive at the mest scientific pos-
sible definition of the nature of the Soviet system, which
caonnot be osimilated to the western capitalist system,
but in my apinion cannot be caolled o socialist system
aither. . . .

You said that one of the important problems is the ques-
tion of the relations between the party and the state.
Why do the Communist party of Spain and the other CPs
maintain that there con and should be various parties,

both in the phase of tronsition and ynder socialist soci=
ety? ls it a motter of toctics or is it o profound question



en Fernando Claudih, ex-member and leader of
te, who is presently o member of the Executive
 the Spanish weekly Triunfo {July 3, 1976} un-
ymmunism, "

that corresponds to a requirement of social reality in
these different phoses of the morch to socialism?

AZC ARATE, It tums out that | am in greater agreament
with Trotsky than you are, (Laughter.) This doesn't
bother me. Trotsky was a great revolutionary, a great
Marxist thinker, Regordless of the fact that some of his
thearies, especially during the last phase of his life,
have proven erronsous, o good part of his critique of
the Soviet system has been shown to be valid with the
passage of time, especially os concerns the bureaucratic
deformation of the Soviet system, | don't want to go
into an exhoustive discussion obout a theme around
which Investigation has to continue, but | would say
that the Soviet system is a primitive socialist regime.
This is a comsequence of its extraordinarily low starting
point, the international conditions under which it arose,
ond aseries of enormous deformations, of which Stalin-
ism is the expression, which froze it in this primitive
state, | ogree that there is an enormous distance be-
tween Soviet reality and our socialist ideal. . . .

As for our conception of the march to socialism, the
basis must be a plurality of parties, both socialist par-
ties and porties that are enemies of socialism, that re-
present sectors that do not agree with sochalism but
which, Inour view, will be beaten politically becouse
the parties that support socialism will be stronger. MNei-
ther in Marx nor in Lenin is there the idea that social-
ism means one party. . . .

to socialism.” This threaters to have extremely serious
comsequences during a decisive test of strength between
the bourgeois state apparatus and the nascent organs of
workers power, as was the case in Germany in 1918-19
or in republican Spain in 1936-37.

All this indicates the responsibility of revelutionary
Marxists; who must combine utilization of the new
breach opened in the Stalinist fortress by “Eurccommu-
nism™ with an intransigent struggle for an anticapitalist
revolutionary strategy in West Europe. Enlarging the
breach alc means going ofter the "Eurocommunist” lead-
ers on their own abridgments of proletarian democracy.

It is one thing to strut about like great democrats in
big auditeriums in Rome, Paris, Madrid, or even East
Berlin. It is quite ancther thing fo proctice proletarian
democracy where one holds real power, It is our duty
te stress this contradiction ond exploit it to the advan-
tage of the working class.

What, then, are these great demccrats walting for be=
fore granting the right of tendency in the CGT (the
Eremch trade-union federation) or the CGIL (the Italian
union federation) or the national and regional coordi=-
nating bodies of the Workers Commissions (in Spain},
which they control? What are they waiting for before
allowing the election at all trade-union congresses of
delegates elected in general osemblies, delegates
chasan on the basis of the presentation of reports ond
counterreports by each of the trade-union tendencies
and ideclogical currents present in the trade unions?
What are they walting for to intreduce freedom of the
press in the trode unions, with open discussion tribunes
for different tendencies? Are they prepared once and
for all to halt the bureaueratic proctice of expelling
revalutionary minorities from the unions? What are they
waiting for to reintroduce the right of tendency in their
own parties?

As for denunciation of the crimes committed by the bu-
regucracy against workers-democracy, the rights of the
toilers, ond human rights, their first timid protests can-
not satisfy anyone, Some leoders of the Spanish CP have
declared that Trotsky was a great revolutionary, (See
extracts attoched to this article.) We hail this confes-
sion as o step forward. It immediately follows that these
some leaders must publicly dencunce the erimes com-
mitted by the GPU ogainst Andres Nin, the leoders of
the POUM, the Trotskyists and left anorchists during
the Spanish civil war.

But there is more. One ex-member of the Communist
party of Spain (or is he still @ member?), Ramon Mer-
coder, murdered the great revolutionary Trotsky. He
lives in Mascow today, decorated with a high Soviet
medal, and whiles away his time writing a history of
the Sponish civil war (who knows, maybe it will be
"eritical” tog). The leoders of the Spanish, Italian,
and French CPs should demand that this vile murderer
be hauled before a tribunal formed by the international
workers movement, They should demand the public re-
hobilitation of Trotsky, Bukharin, Zinoviev, Kamenev,
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Rakowiky, and all the old Bolsheviks., They should de-
mand that the works of these great revolutionaries be
freely published and distributed in the USSR and the
"people's democracies, " Otherwise their pledges In
favar of socialist democracy remain little credible.

The same remark applies to the advecates of "liberal
communism” in East Evrope. It oppeon that Tito ond
Ceoucescu opploud " Eurocommunism™ with both hands,
But violations of proletarian democracy are multiplying
in Yugoslavia (and vialations of self-management too,
witness the offair of the Marxist professors of philosophy
in Belgrode), while the internal Romanian regime is
one of the most repressive and Stalinist of all the "pea-
ple's democracies.” Let these gentlemen begin to bring
their actions into conformity with their words; other-
wise the credibility of their "demecratic” and "plural=

istic" pledges will be undermined even further,

The Eat Berlin conference reflected o deepening not
only of the crisls of Stalinism, but also of the ideclog-
ical ard theoretical tnrﬁruplcr of Stalinism. A g time
when the international copitalist system is going through
its moit serious crisis since the second world war, the
CPs of Europe are completely incapable of drawing any
of the indicated conclusions for the workers of Europe
ard the world, They hove nathing to offer but time-
worn neo=Keynsian palliatives, which the bourgeoisie
itself is now questioning as less ond less effective. A2
a time when the internationalization of the productive
forces and class conflict 1s attaining on unprecedented
degree, the CPs proudly come up with an increasingly
proncynced nationalist withdrawal,

In face of this bankruptcy, the Fourth International
lcg?'rin-s;llq heir of communism ond the Communist Inter-
national, today embodies living Marxist thought, prole-
tarian internationalism, and the rood to the proletarian
revolution. With its 1till weak and very imsufficient
forces relative to the gigantic taska of our epoch, but
forces that ore after all growing rapidly, that hove in=
creased tenfold during post years, the Fourth Interng=
tional says to the proletorions of Europe and the world:
The combined crisis of capitalism and Stalinism facili=
tates the accomplishment of your historic tmk, Forward
to the socialist revolution, o the overthrow of the reign
of capital, 1o the democratic power of warkers councils,
to the Socialist United States of Europe and the Warld |

Forty yeon ogo, Trotsky wrole: “Many thingt suggest
that the disintegration of the Comintern, which has no
direct support in the GPU, will precede the fall of the
Bonopartist cliqgue ond the entire thermidorion buregu=
cracy in general.” (Trarsitional Program.) When Tiw,
paraphrasing Berlinguer, sold of the East Berlin confer=-
ence that it "has no past and no Future, " in his own
way he confirmed Trolky's prediction. In Worsaw it is
being murmured that Stalin died for the third time in
East Berlin, but that he is not yet dead for good. The
victary of the proletarian revelution in Europe will bury
him definitively,
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by F. DUPAIN

On the night of June 26, the day after the increcses in
food prices were rescinded(1), there was dancing in the
streets of Worsaw, The Palith working closs mode no
mistoke about the meaning of the bureoucrocy's retreat,
This retreat, won in an incredibly short time ond al
much less cost than in December 1970(2), showed that
neither the buregucracy nor the working clas hod for-
gotten the revolt of the workers in the Baltic ports,

Immediately ofter the official anncuncement by Premier
Joroszewicz that the prices of basic food products were
to go up, the broodest shrike since 1970 paral yzed doz-
ens of factorias in all regions of the country. In some
instances (the Urus troctor foctory near Warsaw is the
best known example), the workers did not merely stop
work and fold their arms. Some workers participated in
street demonstrations in their cities (in Rodom they burned
the building housing the Communist party headquarters);
athers, such as the workens of Ursus, blockoded nearby
railroads in order fo popularize thelr struggle.

The timing of the price increases had been "piychologi-
cally” well chosen this time, unlike in December 1570,
The students hod olready left on vocation and many
workers were preparing for their annual leaves. In oddi-
tion, the population had been bombarded with an in-

tense "explonatory” compaign.




For months the press and the party leaders hod been in-
sistently harping on the need to “rationalize" the domes-
tic market, which they said inevitably required a return
to "true prices.” The growing shortage of certain food
products, meat in particular, fueled this insidious cam=
paign, which suggssted that the Poles were overindulg-
ing in consumption, encouraged by prices that had re-
mained too low. Viewed within a technoeratic logic,
the arguments of the bureaucracy could seem irrefutable.
The relative discretion, and even comprehension, of
the bourgeois press is charoeteristic in this regard, Ac-
cording to the June 26 issue of Le Monde (which came
off the press on June 25), the Polish government had no
ather choice. In the view of the bourgeois press, the
credibility (the exact term used by Le Monde) of the
Polish bureaucrocy in foce of ifs many ard uneasy west-
ern creditors wos of stake, But since that day in June,
the spell is broken. The spell of Gierek — "efficient, "
"a good manager, " "popular.” The model of consump-
tion he tried to impose on o people frustrated by the
“benefits" of the West could not be led to completion,

The anesthetic didn’t work

In fact, the Polish bursaucracy believed it was suffi-
cient to moke o few economic concesslons to a working
elas that wes decidedly too militant, Locking support
from this warking closs (and very few bureaucrats really
believe that there Is such support), the bureoucrocy
turned toward the "new layers of technicions" and o
part of the intelligentia. The corsumer model proposed
— which included happiness s conceived by Fiat Palski,
completely private apartments, @ house in the country-
side, ond ecier trips abroad — partially correspended
to the aspirations of a social layer that felt left out dur-
ing the Gomulka era. Incapable of propesing genuinely
socialist solutions to the problems of daily life and of-
fering moss tromsit that waos certainly cheop but often
bodly organized and crowded, apartments that wers
tiny and uncomfortable, and an anarchic domestic mar-
ket with low=quality products, the buregucracy was un-
able to prevent the development of a |ife style amd mode
of consumption similar to that vounted by western mog-
azines as an alternative to the buregucracy's own Flat
grey, Moreover, one may ask whether this model has
not bacome the ideal even of this bureaucrocy, whase
life style incremsingly resembles that of petty-bourgeois
nouveaux riches,

When the Gierek team was called to power, the bureau=
cracy assigned it two essential tasks: onesthetize o work-
ing class that had shaken the bureaucracy's power; re—
organize an economy inadapted to the needs of the
country. All the objectives of planning had to be re-
examined. Not only did planning have to attend to the
most burning needs of the population, it also hed to
promote a policy of full employment. The 1971-1975
plan, worked out under the reign of Gomulka, had
called for o small rise in income and a secaring of un-
employment from 600 workers to 700,0001 Gierek was
instructed to  "build a new Poland. "(3} It is no occi-
dent that one-fourth of all existing entarprises haove
been comstructed during the post five years. In foct,

the very significant industrial boom the country has ex-
perienced has been achieved at the cost of a growing
foreign debt to the West and a greater and greater de-
pendence on the world market (4] Constantly subjected
to the pressure of a warking class whose December 1970
victory had rendered it no longer passive, o working
class that did not hesitate to stop work in order fo make
itself heard(5), the bureaucracy thought it had found

a miracle selution: western credits,

At top speed, the bureaucracy threw itself info feverish
corstruction of housing, the plans for which may have
seemed charming at First glance. In reality, the founda-
tion rested on quicksand and the materials used were of
doubtful quality. The working class had nothing at all
to say about this system, this attempt ot a "new look."
None of the political or trade-unien demands raised by
the workers of the Baltic ports in 1970 were satisfled . (&)
The only thing that changed was the tone in which the
bureaucrocy addressed the workers. Where it had been
outharitarian ond dogmatic in the past, it became per-
sugsive ond intimate,

The economic imbalance

The struetural imbalances the country suffers have not
been eliminated, Purely Polish problems are tocked onto
the general incopacities of the bureaucratic system,
Agriculture, still under the grip of archaic structures,
employs a plethoro of |aborers whose productivity is one
of the lowest in Europe.(7) The peasaniry, suspicious
because of the experience of forced collectivization
during the Stalinist period, rejects any process of plac-
ing the land under common ownership. The regime’s in-
ability to deliver all the necessary fertilizer and ma-
chinery to the peasants mode them a social clas increas-
ingly prepared to resort to the weopon of delivery strikes,
in spite of the many odvantages the peasants have ac-
cumulated during the post several years, Although Po-
land traditionally hod a largely favorable trode bolance
in the sector of food and ogricultural preducts, during
the years 1971-75 it piled up o deficit of §1,500 mil-
lion, the essential part of which was repayable in 1574
and 1975.

The world crisis of copitalism cccelerated the process
of demystification of this experience. Credits have be-
come more difficult to obtain during the past two years,
Exports to the West, which were intended to provide
the wherewithal to repay these loons, declined se much
that Jaroszewicz estimated the net loss at §1, 500 mil-
lion For 1974 and 1975, that is, 15 percent of total
Palish exparts to the western counfries. The increoses
in the prices of row materials also dealt a hord blow te
the Polish economy. Like all the other countries of
Comecon, Poland had ro pay 130 percent more for the
great quantities of gos and oil imported from the USSR,
not to mention the consequences of capitalist inflation
on the prices of the capital goods Peland bought on the
weastarn market,

In spite of a clear improvement in the living conditions
of the workers (average wages increased about 40 per-

27



cent in five years), the Gierek teom was unable to over-
come the weight of the past left by the Gomulka era,
The country is still suffering from inflation (the money
supply hos more than doubled in four years); in spite

of a real effort, the problem of housing remains one of
the most painful ospects of working=-closs life (despite
the enormous destruction wreaked by the war, Poland
has comtructed much less than most European countries;
the number of persons per housing unit in Poland is the
highest in Europe, along with the USSR). Supply of the
market remains precarious, especially since the demands
of corsumers have risen,

Attacking the workers’ gains

In spite of the promises of December 1970 amt January
1971, the bureavcrocy ha lounched insidious attacks

on the gains of the workers. Some sociol benefits, health
insurence for example, hove bean seriously cut. Prices
are not stoble any more. Even according to official sta=
tistics, they have increased 13,2 percent in five years.
The sectors most heavily offected have been services

and tronsport, Some subsidies have been cut to the bone.
The situation of women workers has not improved much:
officiol propaganda exudes an ideclogy waorthy of reli-
gious images — the mother taking care of her numerous
progeny I glorified, while child-care centers are in-
creasingly few and bodly equipped.

Incapable of attending to the essential needs of the pop~
ulation, the bureaucrocy resorted to expedients, not
least private initiative. Henceforth, the state will no
longer rent out low-cost housing, Only co-ownership
will be possible, The private sector hos been called
upon fo cantribute. A law has just boen passed permit-
ting any foreigner to invest in the country with o guar-
anfee of exporting an important part of the profits,
When one tokes occount of the foct that this appeal
concerns mainly the services sectors (hotels, restourants,
garages, small shops, ete.), one can imegine the emi-
nently "socialist” result of such an experiment ina
country in which obout 200,000 citizens have official
currency accounts in the stote bank,

The econemic reform, officially enceted in 1973, is
marking time. Decentralization waos effected to the ad-
vantage of the largest enterprises in goch branch. The
discussion within the bureaucraocy on this point seems
not to be over,

After o long period of convalescence, the intelligentsia
seems to hove recovered from the troumas of the 1968~
&9 period. Broken by the repression it suffered after the
student demonstrotions of March 1768 and mutilated by
the emigration of some of iis repretentatives, the intel-
ligentsia remained passive during the December 1570
events. lts irruption last winter, during the offair of
the new constitution, testifies to its.new vitality but
also reveals the crisis undermining Polish society, An
initial appeal, signed by fifty-nine intellectuals, at-
tacked the new provisions of the constitution, which
were to establish "efernal friendship with the Soviet
Union" and impose certain obligations on each citizen

toward the regime. The "59" also demanded that some
fundamental liberties be guaranteed, among them the
right to strike. This appeal was fallowed by several
others signed by university teachers and students, ameng
them the appeal of Lipinski, one of the veterans of the
Polish workers movement, Mevertheless, the most prom-
ising was the appeal signed by workers and infellectuals
in Lodz. The solidarity expressed by the workers with
the intellectuals, some of whom hod signed the "oppeal
of the 59, " is charocteristic of o new state of spirit, of
the consciousness that, os in 1956, only unity with the
workers can moke the bureaucrocy back down.

Weak link in the bursaueratic chain, Poland is on the
eve of great changes, which are only the reflection of
the deep crisis of the bureaueratic regimes. Its working
class has never really been broken since 1956, Just the
confrary, every time it has gone into motion, it hos
forced the bureaucrocy to retreat. From now on, nothing
will be os before.

FOOTNOTES:

1. The prices of practically all food products were
to have gone up, from 30 to 100 percent (meat 40 per-
cent, butter 100 percent), Only milk and bread were
left untouched ,

2, The increase was anrounced on the night of June
25 and rescinded twenty-four hours later. Officially,
there were "only" two deod and several dozen wounded
in Rodom, the city where the incidents took a particu-
larly wiolent turn. Several hundred "hoaligans" were
arrested . In the Baltic parts in 1970 the repression re=-
sulted in hundreds of deod.

3. This "exhilorating" slogap hos been the laitmotiv
during the past few years. It is choracteristic of the
demagogy of a buresucracy in search of o "new lock , "

4, Polond's foreign debt to the West is estimated
at $6,000 millien. The Comecon share in total trode
fell from 63 percent in 1970 to 49 percent in 1975,

5. During past yeoars, not a month has passed with-
out a strike brecking out in some enterprise. The best
known, for it was the most spectacular, was the dockers
strike in Gdonsk, which paralyzed the port in August
1974 5o thoroughly that troops hod to be called in to
unblack it.

&, Among these demands were: for a genuinely in-
dependent trade union; for real trode-union freedom.
The workers olso demanded that there be no prosecution
of the members of the strike committee, In fact, the
most active militants were prosecuted.

7. Some 34 percent of the active population is still
employed in agriculture, about BO percent of which is
private, based on small plots of less than 10 hectares
each. Productivity is not even half that of some other
countries of East Europe (East Germany, Czechoslovekia,
Hungary). In 1974 overall ogricultural preduction in-
creased only 1.6 percent (the plan had called for a 4.3
percent increase); in 1975 it fell 2,4 percent compared
with 1974,



BEHIND THE BLACK REVOLT

eoby LANGAe

The uprising in Soweto, South Africa, waos brutally re-
pressed on June 16 and 17, with mare than 100 Africans
murdered, But tha tolling mosses were neither intimidated
nor demoralized by the attack an the vast ghetto of more
than 1 million African workers and their families just
outside Johannesburg. In foct, the protest, which be-
gan a3 o struggle ogainst the Bantu education policy

of the racist regime, quickly spread to nearby Alexondra
Township, famed for o moss boycott of opartheld buses
during the second world war, then to the Mamelodi lo-
cation, a cheap lobor comp neor Pretoria, ond then to
twa Tramsveal Bantu "homelands, " rural reservoirs of
cheap labar, and one in Zululand, where students also
réwal bed -;;g-:in«,r ﬂ-ﬂlll-._: e,d\_.i:{lriﬂn.

The rebellion was quelled by one of the world's most
concentrated totalitariaon states, but it hod offected
some 3 million semi-migrant, semi-settled proletarions
around the gold mining Witwatersrand, These proletar-
iars lack even the semblance of rights, denied the life
of o settled urbanized working class or a steble rural
peamantry. They stand at the hub of the gald mining in-
dustry of world imperialism, The June revelt was the
most serious uprising in @ long history of closs struggle
against the Anglo-Boer system of racial diserimination
known as "apartheid ." Thers has besn no lack of mass
revolt against this system: Natal in 1906, o general
miners sirike followed by massocres in Quesnstown (the
Cope) ond Bondelzwartz (Nomibia) soon after the First
world war, the Marabaostod {Transvaal} struggle and the
miners strike in 1946, the battles in Witzieshoek (Natal)
after the second world war and Sharpeville and Langa
in 1980, But this was the first mossacre of o mas rabs|-
lion against the Boer policy of "retribalization, " which
is part of the entire West European policy sporsored by
Catholic and Sociol Democratic " Africanists” since the
war, In this sense, it was the first significant anti-West-
ern rebellion, and Vorster duly crushed it in the name
of the West,

While the massocres in the locations were going on,
Vomter held meetings with Henry Kissinger in Bavaria

and Helmut Schmidt in Bonn, The site of these meetings
was appropriate, for West Germany s South Africa’s
first troding partner (1 gold Is excluded; otherwize
Britain is first) and has investments in the apartheid
state to the tune of 52,000 million, including o special
deal an fissionable raw material, The West German re-
gime acted os spokesman for the entire Common Market,
on the bosis of the EEC Council and "parliament” reso-
luttons of April 19748, These resalutions effectively sup-
ported opartheld by deliberately omitting (a5 did Kis-
singer's statements in MNairobi) any reference to “major-
ity rule” in South Africa. At the same time, in Bovario
and Bonn, as well as in the United MNations meeting on
Sowata, the entire bloc of imperialist states made it
cleor that they would not stand for "sanctions" agoins!
South Africa, This is, of course, notsurprising, for a
genuine boycott of South Africa would represent the
"foreign policy" of the anti-imperialist, anti-oportheid
class struggle in South Africa itself, the external appli-
cation of the proctice of the internal moss movement:
nan-collaboration with Herrenvolkism. 1t would thus
involve the extension of the internal class struggle
against U.5, and EEC imperialism, guarantor of the
apartheid bastion,

Origins of South African racism

The racial colany of South Africa was a special preduct
of the development of European colonialism {n its inter-
action with precolonial societies in the Americas, Asia,
and Africa. Broodly speaking, this inferaction took
three different forme: a) The North American or Austra-
lian road, whereby the colons were settled on londs
whose tribal, communal owpers were dispossessed and
often mossacred. Here primary occumulation took a
genocidal form and the cheap=-labor basis of colonialism
was eradicoted. b) The "Indian"” rood, tdken in coun=
tries in which the European invaders found strong indig=
encus classes and ruled through the native ruling closses,
transforming them inte tribute collectors, compradors,
and finally, under "independence, " junior dependent
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SOUTH AFRICA

partners ond monagers of the semicolonial state, ¢) The
rood pursued in Brazil, the southern port of what is now
the United States, and Scuth Africa, where the decima-
tion of the indigenous population was combined with
massive importation and exploitation of slaves, while
the pasteral or egricultural societies (for example, the
Khoi-Khoin and Bantu in southern Africa) were broken
down and inserted into a system of racist "indirect rule”
through chiefs. With the abolition of slavery in the
nineteenth century, ex-slaves and serfs evalved into a
rocially regimented layer of cheop wage=laborers,

Thus emerged the color-bar society. In the total ab-
sence of real or potential pre-existing local exploiting
classes, the white population became the social base
and agency of colonialism.

Cheap labor, superprofits

The rocts of upm‘thm’d have nevar resided in tha psyf_hosis
of racial mystique. Their origins lie plainly and simply
in the need fo extract immense profits from the superex-
ploitation of cheap labar, |n South Africa, however,
labor has beenkept cheap not simply by the self-regu-
lating processes of capitalism, such @ the reserve army
of unemployed, On the contrary, ever since the mining
revolution begon o century aga, there has been a chronic
shortage of labor, combined with an excess of capital .
H.F. Oppenheimer points to o laber shortage and capi-
tal excess in nearly all yearly reports, including 1976,
The South African labor reserves were never sufficient

for the lobor needs of monopoly capital, which hod te

This third rood took its shorpest form in South Africa,
After o period of capifalist plantation slavery under
Holland (1652-1795 and 1802-06) and Britain (1795-
1802 apd from 1806 an), British monopaly capital,
backed by massive British, Dutch, French, German,
and later Jewish immigration, created o rocist state,
Throughaut the period of the rise of imperialism from
1860 1o 1900, the economic bose was provided by Matal
sugar, Kimberly digmonds, and Johannesburg gold.

The mining revolution occurred amidst ropid territorial
conquests, on extension of the reserves (retribalized
rural Bantustans os reservoirs of cheap labor), and the
establishment of compound locations ringing urban areas
{cancentration of migrant laborers and semi-migrant,
partially settled families); in oddition, there was im-
ported white labor.

The ropid expansion of copital from Europe on the basis
of the exploitation of dispossessed cheap Africon labor
with no rights, backed up by an iron alliance of white
labor and capital against non-European labor, led to
the first significant fusion of menopoly copital with the
capitalist state. South Africa's white "democrocy” was
rocted in tatalitarian rule over an internal "block eol-
ony" that included the majority of the population. The
cheop labor centers, nuclei of celonial superprofits,
were the real sources of the rocist state, racism, and
racial prejudice.
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scour beyond the Limpopo River (necth of South Afrieca),
and even beyond the Zambezi (north of Rhodesia), deep
into Africa os far os the equator; in its search for cheap
labor. Morth of the Bantustans and protectorates, Britain
established a vast network of reserves from which ta re-
eruit cheap labor for the mining=finance hub of the
South African economy. At present, eccording to Lon-
don Stock Exchaonge quotations, the market capital of
South African mines (excluding banking, insurance, con-
struction, and industrial and commercial investmant)
amounts to opproximately 814, 000 million, All this was
built up by cheap Africon labor, the profits from which
were directly and indirectly ploughed bock to create
the world's most massive and concentrated single monop=
aly structure, or multinational mono=industry. The total
EEC stake in the South Africon economy is on the order
of $30, 000 million (the U.S5. share is only obout 12
percent).

This capital has an insatiable appetite for cheop labor,
which means: African laber. Through Cecil Rhodes's
Recruiting Corporation and its partner, the Native Af-
faims Department (now renamed the Bantu Affairs Depart=
ment), European capital turned most of Africa south of
the Schara into a cheap-labor hinterland. This forms

the labor base for the as yet unofficial but nonetheless
very real South Africon Common Market, Ar first, the
labor reservoirs for this market consisted of the Bantu-
stans ond protectorates, the Portuguese colonies, the



former German colonies, Rhodesia, British West apd

East Africa, and even the former Belgian Congo. De-
spite the foct that most of these states have since become
independent, they hove continued to supply cheap labor
to South Africa. The economic domination of these states
by Anglo=South African capital has likewise continued,
especially in mining, plentations, and cosh-crop produc-
tion, (In July 1965, when o motion to nationalize South
Africa's vast holdings in Kenya wos made by Kenyan
parliament members and senators, lomo Kenyatta re-
jected the motion, saying, "We are not thieves." Thus,
the robbed are called robbers when thay try to recover
their own property.)

Every South Africon regime, from General Smuts (the
mojor architect of apartheid) to Herzog te Malan to
Strydom to Verwoerd and now to Vorster, has supervised
this process of dragging the cheap labor net across most
of southern and central Africa, The "détente” policies
of the Vorster regime today have an economic history
behind them. Part of this history lies in the character
of African "independence" m a cheap-ldber reserve .,

The South African Common Market

The mojor stakes of imperialism in South Africa are as
follows:

1} More than $30,000 million of Western capital,
the bulk of it from Comman Market countries. There are
financial and mining links between South Africo and
Britain (the City would collapse without South African
gold, diamond, and other mines), France (including
an arms trode), Germany (which would like to see Na-
mibio occede fo "independence” in order fo be oble to
domingte the territory through Gemmany's old mineral,
industrial, commercial, ond farming interests there),
Helland, and the United States, EEC ond QECD statis-
tics indicate that in the early 1970s annual rates of in-
crease in trode with South Africa were o follows: USA
1526, Holland 4296, France 489, Germany 24%, Bel-
gium 409, Italy 189, Switzerland 2296,

2) South Africa accounts for almost half of all in=-
dustry in Africa. The industrial starvation of Africa is
a charecteristic of colonialism,

3) South Africo supplies about one-fourth of Africa's
free on board export values and absorbs about one-fourth
of Africa's c.1.f. (cost, insurance, and freight} import
values,

4} South Africa supplies three-fourths of the West=
em world's gold requirements (bullion and industrial).
Without this supply, there would be o total collapse of
the monetary system of the OECD countries.

5) South Africa is o major source of uranium for the
West's atomic industries, including the arms industry,

&) South Africa is the West's white bose against Af-
rica's struggle for real independence and democracy.
The Western strategists do not see the "independence"
trick os a workable alternative to apartheid, Since the
only real alternative is ancther Vietnam or Cuba, they
have long since resolved to retain the essential substance
of apartheid, changing only its "structural relations®
with the internal and external hinterland.

Such are the basic features of the South African Com-
mon Market, upon which Western strategy has been based.
After the second world war, in the context of the shifts
in the world relationship of forces and the rise of inde=
pendent states, first in Asia and then in Africa, there
was o reoppraisal of imperialist strategy., The |atest in-
strument of this strategy is "dialogue" and "coexistence.

Imperialism’s new ‘grand strategy’

The impzrialist powers survived the postwar crisis by
gronting "independence” fo the African colonfes. Black
managers were installed to look after white estates,

and unprecedented superprofits flowed inte Western
European and MNorth American banks; unprecedented
wealth was congealed In the form of spirally expanding
fixed capital. This neocolonialism steadily widened the
gop between the rich and paor capitalist countries and
pleced new military ond economic demands on the work-
ers states, Thus, when the international recession and
the Portuguese crisis created a new situation, the eco-
nomic framework and political machinery existed far
applying the new imperialist strategy, the major ele-
ments of which may be summarized as follows:

1. To lower the "color line" from the Zombezi to
the Limpopo, that is, from Rhodesia fo South Africa,

2. To protect the West's white bastion through o
cordon sanitaire of "independent Bantustans," Some of
these [ie cutside South Africa palitically, others inside,

3. To consolidate the South African Common Market
in Zambia, Kenya, Tanzania, Rhodesia (through attempt-
ing to install "majority rule® puppets who would guar-
antee the property of the white tettlers), Angola and
Mozembigue (South African interests in raflroads, cheap
labor to be exported to South African mines; the Cabora
Bassa dom), ond to some extent alse in Nigeria and
Ghana (banking, mining, and plantation interests) .

The patentiol lobor reserve of this Commen Market ap-
prooches 200 million, about half of all Africa.

4. To achieve this consolidation and expand it as
one of the means by which to overcome the recession
and problems of row materials; through "coexistence "
There was to be a veritable galaxy of black stars in the
white Commen Market,

5. To internationalize this process by grodually par-
titioning South Africa. All concentrations of wealth —
the great cities, mines, finonce centers, horbors, means
of communication and tronsport, indusfry, the vast ar-
ray of means of production and sources of raw materials
— would remain firmly part of white South Africa, The
supply of cheap labor, that is, the Africans, would con=~
tinue to be treated os foreigners, but in o new sense:
The Xhosa workers and peasants would have a Xhasa
"homeland, " which would be recognized os their "na-
tion"; the Zulus would have o Zululand, and s on.
The aim is a "refribalization” of the fribal societies
that had in fact been uprooted and overturned by Boer
and British colonialism, on attempt to divide and rule
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the "fareign immigrant” workers. "Africonists” and "tra-
ditionalists" weuld be employed at every level to fur-
ther these ends "culturally, " The whites would remain
absclutely dominant politically and economically. The
approximately 2 million "colored” people and the 750, -
000 Indians would be gronted a special status based on
the Colour =4 Affairs Department and Asion Affairs De-
partment acting through "colored™ and Ssion Quisling
functioning in the labor locations, schools, "bush cal-
leges, " and churches. A subsidiary aspect of this process
is the elimination of "petty apartheid" — the sweparate
parks, beache:, waiting rooms in bus terminals, and
so on. But "big apartheid" — the locations, barrecks,
labor reserves, wage differentials, dkenfranchisement
= would remain, notonly in proctice, but also in low,
under the formula "equal but different.” These avenves
af "new raze relations" are nlrendy baing explored by
many liberal Boer and British circles, not to mention
the EEC ond the United States. The whites would con-
tinue to enjoy luxury and equality; lozations, barracks,
reserves, educational oppression, and deprivation of
land would continue to be the lot of the blacks,

6. To further Baatustanize MNomibia, granting it
"indepandence"” in the certain knowladge of West Ger-
man collaboration, bosed on the racist Germon business
colons astablished when Namibia wos a German coleny
(before the first world war),

7. To fortify the frontier: politically through the
"independent" states ond militarily through U.5. and EEC
larel and air forces bazked up by NATO naval forces
capable of penetrating these frontiers virtually at will,
as was done in Angola In 1975-76.

B. To make no concessions to the non=collaboration=-
isf political movements in South Africa or to the demand
for full democratic rights, including the full franchise,
that is, the right not enly to vore but also to be electad
ond to moke the lows of the country on a nen-racist
basis, The foundation stone of the domestic aspect of
this "détente” policy remains the British—drafted White
Dominion Act of White Union, passed in 1910,
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This Act, along with the economic, social, and cultural
racism on which it is based, constitutes the white pole
of "détente.” The flag that now flies from this pole —
the flag of black collaboration with white bosses — is
intended to be invulnerable to the "winds of change."
It will, however, be hauled down by the united weapon
of non-caollaboration of the non-European toiling masses
in a social struggle that must inevitably result in o mas-
sive combination of Cuba and Viemam. For in South
Africa, unlike most of the rest of Africa, imperialism
cannot risk a solution that grants apporent racial equal-
ity but nonetheless maintains the white man as boss.
South Africa combines the most explesive and concen-
trated contradictions of the entire Western system, and
it is only the mighty and unbeaten proletariat, lacking
in rights, landless, centered in the mines, and trained
in the concentration camps, thot will be able o achieve
the complete obolition of racism, the agrarian revelu-
tion, full, non-racist democracy, and therefore the
expropriation without compensation of white imperialist-
settler capital and property in i entirety.

Completion of the bourgeois-demoeratic
revolution

The white socialicks, trade unionists, and Stalinists who
introduced ar administered the industrial calor bar al-
ways belittled the struggle for full democratic rights as

a minor affair, not os important os socialism. Although
they called for "socialism, " in 1922 they shot down Af-
rican miners and roised the slogan "For o white socialist
South Africa." They helpad to break ene non-European
organization after another: the All-African Convention,
which the Stalinists betroyed by becoming represento-
tives in the all-white poarliament; the trode unions,
which they segregoted on the basis of the Industrial Con-
ciliation Act and the palicy of "white lobor": the Indus=-
trial and Commercial Warkers Unien, with more than
100, 000 members during the 1920s, which wos batterad
to death by the Liberal-Labour agents of the British
Trade Union (Motherwell) Congress; the Mational Lib-
eration Leogue and the MNon-European United Front,
which the Stalinists sacrificed to Smut's second-world-
war effart in 1940, All these white "socialists" had one
thing in common: They used socialism as the pretext by
which to denigrate the struggle for democrocy, thus pro-
tecting their own racist privileges.

For genuine socialists, however, the struggle not to be
treated like a parigh, to be o woman or man with dig-
nity, and te build o non-rocist society, was part of the
stuff socialism is made of. |t was part of the "happiness
of each ., . . and the happiness of all" and not an ab-
straction fit only for Herrenvalk "socialists” for whom
the struggle of the sloves is not important. The white
"socialists" in foct betrayed both the struggle for so-
cialism and the struggle for democratic rights. Thus,
the Communist party was created by anti-&frican white
British and emigré socialists. It maintained a color bar
and its rocial policy included the slogan "for a white
socialist South Africa." It supported racist indirect rule
even before the rise of Stalinism in the Soviet Union



d the buresucratic degeneration of the Communist In-
rnational .

e histary of the "left" in South Africa has proven that
tstituting the “struggle For socialism" for the struggle
r full democratic rights is nothing other than a rocist
ppression of the latter struggle ., There is no road to
=ialism other than the completion of the bourgeois-
mocratic revalution and, equally, there s no road
full democratic rights other than the social revolu-
sn. [t is not an exoggeration to say that forelgn and
mestic white “socialism" was and remains an arm of
perialism and Herenveolkism in South Africa, This is
1y united fronts in South Africa have excluded the
vite "socialist" parties as well as the white bourgeols
es (but not the CP, inasmuch as It was nominally part
the "liberation movement™) . On the other hand, the
ited fronts have included the patty-bourgesis “eol-
ed” Africon People's Organization, the Africon MNa-
ynal Congress, which is mainly African, and later,
ring the brief Sharpeville peried, the anti-Communist
n=-Africanist Congress, as well & the Indian Congress,
sed mainly on the merchont class in the Natal, pro-
ded these orgonizations accepted the exclusion of
e Liberals from such fronts. The Mon=European Unity
svement (NEUM) itself held negotiations with the
dian Congress on this group's entry into the NEUM,
ovided it would occept these principles:

a) nothing less thon full democratic rights beginning
th the full franchise, that is, no special deals for
e merchant class at the expense of the Africans and
her oppressed non~-Europeans;

b} non-collaboration, that is, no spacial Indion or
her "representotives, " boycott of the Bantu Affairs
partment, Coloured Affairs Department, projected

Asian Advisery Board, local Advisory Councils;, "multi-
racial " Liberal bodies, “tribal” chisfs, and the rest of
the gomut of racist institutions of indirect rule.

The dividing line is not between “socialist” ond "non-
socialist” but between colloboration and non-collabora-
tion with imp=rialism and its agents, Inside and outside
South Africa.

The frults of this struggle may not ripen soon. Impari=
alism will try to hold on in South Africa to the very
end, for the reasors |isted above. Events will be de-
cided by the clas struggle within South Africa, and
nat by developments in Rhodesia, Angola, or Mozam-
bique, which are ambivalent in their effects on South
Africa, Them will be a mighty armed intervention by
imparialism, a mighty resistonce, and g victory for the
non-European oppressed, But the domestic closs struggle
will decide things only in o terse international context,
which iz not a matter of indifference for the course of
the permanent revolution in South Africa.

The workers of the imperialist countries are moving to=
ward an upsurge of the proletarian revelution, They
can finish what the colonial toiles have bagun and can
in turn open up new social revelutions in the semicalo-
nial countries, The international solidarity of the pre-
letariat in the imperialist countries will be decisive for
the revelution in South Africa, where the imperialists
will certainly intervene directly, Precisely because
South Africa is, os Trotsky put it In 1935, both o "white
dominion" (imperialist) and o "slave colony, " it may
well require on gssoult on both systems in order to cre-
ate odequate conditions far the non=Europaon oppressed
tailers to explode the racial powderkeg in South Africa.
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Boycott the Apartheid Regime!

DECLARATION OF THE UNITED SECRETARIAT OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

The protests by South African students and parents against the use of Afrikaons as the longuage of
instruction in the schools and the massive demonstrations in solidority with them by black Africans
have exposed the brutality of the apartheid regime ond shown the world the desire of the African
masses to erd the rocist oppression they suffer, The Fourth International denounces the barbaric
murder of more than 150 unarmed demanstrators by the apartheid regime. This brutal erime once
again reveals the true nature of this regime and the apartheid system it perpetuates, a systematic
deniol of all palitical rights to the block and "colored" people of South Africa, the overwhelming
majority of the papulation, in order to maintain the superexploitation of black and "colored" work=
ers in the interests of imperialist and white South African superprofits.

The struggle of South African youth for their elementary democratic rights — including the right
to an education in the language of their cholce — is an integral part of the struggle of all black
and “colored" Africars for full democratic freedom, symbelized by the demand "one person one
vate" without racial discrimination of any kind,

The Fourth International calls for a vigorous campaign of international solidarity with the struggle
of black Africans against the Pretoria murderers ard their imperialist backers, BOYCOTT SOUTH
AFRICAN GOODS, SHIPS, AND AIRPLANES! NOT ONE GUN, NOT ONE PENNY OF AID
FOR PRETORIA]! SUPPORT THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE OF THE AFRIC AN MASSES!

July 4, 1976

—




by 5.8. WU

Below is the second, concluding iratallment of Comrode Wu's analysis of the cu
China, The first installment appeared in the preceding issue of INPRECOR (No.55, July B, 1975.)
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rrent palitical crisis in

II1. CLIMAX & ANTICLIMAX

The Maoist faction has it trump cord — Mao himself.
But the "reversionist faction” also hod o trump card —
Chou En=lai, Before the cultural revelution, there could
be no equation between the impact of the two. Shortly
before the death of Chou, however, the situation hod
chonged. The popularity of Mao the revolutionory was
declining in favor of that of Chou, who was widely re~
garded by the masses os the "stabilizer" of society, the
man under whom the masses would not be so frequently
bothered ond thrown into panic by constant political
campaigns. Asignificant number of Communist party
codres felt the same way,

As the Febreary moss movement receded, the new trump
card was played. For thousands of years the Ching Ming
festival in April hod been an occasion for pecple to
commemerate their late relatives ond friends, The reve-
lution did not alter this tradition. On Apiil 3 people
bearing wreaths appeared at the site in Peking where
the public mourning for Chou hod taken ploce not many
weeks before. In effect, this was a political offensive
agairst the Maoist faction. 1t was Chou, even more
than Teng Hsiao=ping, who had insisted on the "four
modernizations” of China and had called for unity and
stability.

Mo one can be sure whether it was the reversionist fac-
tion that initiated this dromatic beginning. But in any
event, the action drew genuine popular suppert and the
Maoist foction was stymied, feoring discredit if it used
force to bredk up this peaceful mass outpouring. The
following doy more people went to lay wreaths; some
evan made speeches, others distributed leaflets, and
wall pasters were put up. There was a high degree of
spontaneity and tension was building, With Chou deaod,
people began to express indignotion not only ogainst
the Maoilst foction, but also ogainst the social forma=
tion as @ whole, This became clear on the following
day.

In the aarly morning of April 5 Tien An Men Square,
pelitical heart of China, was engulfed in a riot involv=
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ing 100, 000 ancnymous citizers of Peking. Mast reparts
indicated that the strong mass reaction was triggered
by the People's Liberation Army (PLA), which is said to
have removed the wreaths on the night of April 4 and
the morning of April 5. The first target of the masses
was a propoganda cor belonging to the Public Security
Department; it wos overturned and smashed. By 7:00
a.m. 10,000 demonstrotors were already massed before
the Great Hall of the People. The number of protesters
eventually grew to ten times that figure, even accord-
ing to official estimates, Scuffles broke out between
the demonstrators and the police ond militiamen. Hun-
dreds of militiomen ware beaten by demonstrators and
forced to kneel down and "confess. "

After 11:00 a.m, tens of thousands of protesters stormed
the Museum of Histary ard a PLA camp. During the fol-
lawing two hours, police tried to break up the demon-
stration but were unsuccessful and even suffered injuries.
The situation got completely out of control in the ofter-
noon. Government cors were burned, buildings stormed
and the equipment inside smashed. The violence con-
tinued late into the evening and resulted in hundreds

of casualties omong the police and militia.

The demonds of the demonstration were expressed in a
paem that was reprinted by the Peking People’s Daily
on April 7:

Davils howl o1 we pour out olr grief,

wa weep but the walves lough,

we 1pill our blood in memary of the hera,

rajuing our brows we unsheaths our swords,

Ching' s no longer the Ching of the paat,

and the people are no longer wrapped in
thees [gnomnee,

pone for good it Chin Shih Huang's fewdal
socialy .,

We believe in Mamism=Leninim]

To hell with these scholan who emasculare it

For the sake of genuine Marsism=Laninism

we do not fear o loy down our 1ives or shed
our blood,

and the day that China's modemization i1
renar| fzed

we will retum to offer libations ond socrifices,

R R R RIS



People's Daily reported that a handful of class enemies
hod deliberately prepared ond organized the mass eut-
burst, But who were these class enemies? The report
did not even dare mk. The role of Teng ond the rever-
sionists in this event remains obscure, No one has yet
been gble to prove or disprove their invalvement in the
organization of the riot, But this is not of great signifi-
cance. What is more important Is that 100,000 people
tock to the streets and directly confronted the party
and the state. |t is difficult to believe that the protest
would have token such a violent form if the reversionist
faction had really planned it in advance. In fact, the
size and vielent nature of the action strongly suggest
that what was fnvolved was an outburst of moss discon~
tent against bureaucratic control and party policies,
Whether or not the reversionists tried to play @ hend in
it, the aclion wos sponlanecus.

Mevertheless, we should not be overjoyed by this mass
explosion, for it was marked by savere weoknesses o5
well o strengths. In their desire and search for a better
saciety, the mosses seem to harbor {llusions in the rever-
sionists, These illusions could lead the mosses into de-
feats, or at least serious setbacks, as the movemen! de-
velops. lronically, the hope for a better society which
rested fn the Mooist faction at the beginning of the cul=
tural revolution has now dramatically shifted to the op=
posing side. But in any event, the night of April 5 was
a long one for all the leading members of the CCP. All
sides feared the spread of the mass movement and be-
gon calculating the best tactics to adopt,

The first decision was to ploce the PLA and the police
on alert and to ban any further mass protests, to prevent
them at any cost. This was probably the first political
decision since the beginning of the "anti=-rightist" cam=
poign that was supported by nearly all high party offi=
cials. The supparters of the Maooist Faction had every
remson to ogree, since the demonstration hod been a
direct attack on them, But so did the other officials,
for it was clear that If tha mass movement spread it
would be difficult to control it and utilize it against
the Maoist faction; the protest could well turn against
the anti-Maoists os well. The second decision was fo
discharge Teng Hsigo-ping.

IV POLITICAL CLARIFICATION OF THE
FACTIONAL STRUGGLE

It is important to define the political character of the
contending factions, for at leost since the late 19505,
the ups and downs of the foction struggles have affected
nearly every aspect of society and have proven an im=
portant factor in shaping overall political development,

Both factions unreservedly support tha theary of social-
ism in one country, but from different boses: the Mao-
ist foction mainly from its ideclogical foundations, the
reversionists moinly from the narrow interests of the bu-
reaucrocy. The ideclogical foundation of the Maoists
does, of course, reflect the interests of the bureaucracy,
but in a very different monner.

Ideology and orjentation of the Maoist
faction

The Maoist faction has a solid ideclogical basis, with
Moo o the ideslogical mentor, Despite all the maneu-
vering and concessions, the faction's policies are o
strikingly concrete and straightforward application of
its ideology. Moo's conception of world revalution pri-
marily reflects the detour of world revolution since the
October revolution and the specific development of
Chinese society in isolation. Secondly, it is a theoret-
ical justification and rationalization of the particular
features of this detour. (This is what allows Stalinism
to find channels through which to assimilate Maoism.)
Mao's basic positions in this regard may be summarized
o follows:

1. It is true that the tramsformation of seciety from
caopitalism to socialism is @ worldwide phencmenon de-
termined by the objective laws of history. But the con-
cept that this worldwide fransformation is deeply rooted
in the very nature of the political economy of capitalism,
which integrates seporate societies and countries, has
never become a genuinely operative propesition Tn Mao-
ist philosophy. On the contrary, Mac has moved to the
opposite position, conceiving of the world revalution
simply o the arithmetic sum of separate national reve-
lutions.

2, The detour of the world revolution has bean the-
orized by Moo into the proposition that not enly will
revolutions generally occur First in the economically
hackward countries, but also that the construction of
socialism will be completed in these countrias First.
Hence the strategy according to which the eities (the
odvanced capitalist countries) will be surrounded by
the countryside {the backward countries) .

3. Mao does not examine the outbreak of revolution
in bockward countries in Tts international context, but
instaad explains it according fo the following vulgar
formula: The more bockward, exploited, and oppressed
the mases are, the more revolutionary they will be.

On the basis of this valuntarist conception of revolution,
Moo reaches the conclusion that with revelutionary con-
sciousness not anly can the old mode of production be
overturned, but o completely rew one can be comsoli-
dated. To some extent, of course, this is true. But Mao
carries it to an extreme, maintaining that advanced
modes of production (communism) can be established

and completed salely on the basis of high revolutionary
corsciousness. Any other aspects of the relationship be-
twean the forces of production and the mode of produc-
tion are thoroughly fgnored .

Moo thus reaches the highly voluntarist conclusion that
material conditions are at best a secondery facter in the
building of socialism in China. The primary factar is

the roising of tha political comsciousness of the maosses
through political education, compaigns, and even strug-
gles (under the strict leadership and control of the Mao-
ists) in order to liberate the productive forces and estab-
lish advanced social relations. This explains why every
time the party leadership decides to implement o policy
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that will affect brood masses, the masses are politically
mobilized os the vehicle by which to realize the policy.

In order to be able to earry out certain types of sco-
nomic and social policies through mass movements (al=
beit controlled), the Maoist faction favers maintaining
a non=-rigid relationship betwean the masses and the
bureaucrocy. The party cadres must therefore immerse
themselves omang the mosses, for otherwise the bureau=
crocy would lose touch with the masses. In this respect,
we may say that the Maoist faction wants te maintain
the tradition of the party as a mass movement,

In order to maintain close relations between the party
and the masses, the Maoist faction is inevitably led o
maintagin two additional basic positions. First, the bu-
reaucracy must be as "purified” as possible in the sanse
that the social and economic privileges of the cadres
should be os small as possible. Second, the party's lead-
ership should be direct, with no middle caste between
the party and the moszas,

The Maoist faction views the consolidation of techno-
ctats in the Soviet Union info o caste whose power in-
creasingly threatens the party's leodership and widens
the already vast separation between the masses and the
party o= o very dangerous development. This is regarded
as the origin of the "revisionism" the Maoists adamantly
oppose. It is in this light that Mao's position on the
clash between "red and expert" as well as the educa-
tional policies pursued after the cultural revelution and
the recent ottack on scientists and technicians in China
become comprehensible. The same conception may be
seen fn the Maoitt faction's hord line on intelleciuals
as a coste and in the regime's tightened contral over
art and |iterature,

The Maoist faction should be credited for it effort to
combot certain rightist secial and political trends. But
without understanding the material basis of such trends,
the faction believes that they can be overcome with
merely another mass political campaign. In this respect,
we can say that the Mooist faction fetishizes mass mave-
ments, which it believes can tramscend all objective
difficulties and surmount the limits impesed by material
Forces in the shaping of socialist society. This is the
origin of such ultraleft Maoist policies as the Great
Leap Forward and the commune movement,

Search for a seli-conscious bureaucracy

The other faction expresses the awareness of the buregu-
crocy as a bureaucracy. Its primary goal is to seek a
more stable existence in society. It hopes to achieve
this through its own burecucratic resources and channels
and through so~called moderate social and economic
policies designad to compersate for the negative effects
of the ultraleft policies of the Maoist faction. Rather
than striving to maintain the tradition of the party as

a revolutionary mass movement, this faction attempts
exclusively to pacify and strangle the mass movement,
Essentially, this faction is not bosed on any solid ideo~
logical foundation. On the surface, it espouses o sort

of "pragmatism, " but in reality it goals amount to an
"ideclogy" of a burecucracy envisaged o o permanent
social formation.

The "pragmatic” responses of this faction to the ultra-
left policies of the Maoists offered this faction some
solid ground for development both inside and cutside
the party, Its "progmatism” grows out of the bureau-
cracy’s conservatism and inertia. One might say that

it s more "Stalinlst" than the Maoist faction in the
serse that it represents the most conscious and odvanced
features of the bureoucratization of the revolution.

% —_—

Before the cultural revalution this faction hod not pre-
sented its progroms openly. But after the troumas of the
cultural revolution, it found @ common platform in Chau
En-lai's repert to the Fourth People's Congress, summed
up in the three words "stability, unity, prosperity,®
Unity and stability mean nothing more or less than the
strengthening of the party's leadership and the halt to
political campaigns, movements, ond struggles. But if

a strong and unified party is not to be achieved through
a mass movement or even thraugh winning the confidence
of the masses, then it can be achieved only through in-
tensifying the political, economic, and social privileges
of the bureaucracy. In fact, if party policy is not to
rely on mass movements, even controlled ones, then

the only possibility is to merely implement orders that
come from the top. But this system can work only if the
party maintains a more authoritorian pasition and if o
huge and complex mechanism of burecucratic social
functioning is created os a stabilized social Infrostruc-
fure.

The society envisaged by this foction is structurally
similar to that of the Soviet Union. The faction's stance
on technocrats provides a good example. In the clash
between “red" and “expert,” the adherents of this fac-
tion place the emphasis on "expert, " as is expressed in
Teng Hsico-ping's well-known quote, “Black cat, white
cat, what's the difference os long as it can catch mice?"
The supporters of this faction will tolerate and even
welcome the emergence of the technocrats as a privi-
leged caste, for they believe that the economy cannat
function efficiently otherwise. Accordingly, they are
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more lenient in dealing with intellectuals and faver a
more "troditional” and "regular” policy in education.
Economically, this faction lacks a long-term perspec-
tive, But it does fovor making concessions to spontane-
ous capitalist development and yielding to the rightist
tendency of the peasantry.

Bureauncratic conirol and workers
democracy

Which of the two factions is more "democratic"? This
is o question that is often asked. Workers democrocy

in the full sense of the term does not exist and never
hes existed in Chira. Both factions clearly stand for
the continuation of bureoucratic rule and the existence
of the bureaucratic caste, The differences revelve
around the Infrastructures and mechanisms nesded for
emsuring this.

On the other hand, a special type of "harizental de-
mocracy” does ond did exist, In fact, this horizental
democracy Is a special mechanism of the bureaucratic
structure under which the policies of the party, verti-
cally controlled from the top down, can effectively
shtaln the support and veluntary identification of the
masses. An exomple: |t was the party that decided to
implement the commune movement, But before this wos
done, o "model" commune movement was established

in one province and presented os o spontoneous mass
movement that should be extended throughout the whale
country, At the same time, political propagenda and
activity by the party went into Full swing. This deci-
sion, "vertical® In its origins, wos thus "internalized”
by the mosses to some extent. With the building of a
mass movement for the formation of commures, the porty
allowsd the mosses to discuss the details of implemen-
tation, within the alreody worked cut regulations set
down by the party leadership. Thus, a vertical and com=
pulsory policy wos recost so as o resemble a voluntary
and demecratic initiative of the mosses, The Maoist
faction regords this sort of horizontal democracy as the
best means by which o resolve the controdictons gen-
erated by the existence of the bureaucrocy, whereas
the opposing faction, os we have already noted, re-
gards this democrocy os an obstacle,

It s reasonable to ossume that the more the bureaucracy
relies upon the mases, the greater will be the invalve-
mant of the mamses in implementing the buregucracy's
palicies, and vice versa, If the burscucracy desires in-
dependence of the masses, then a system of contral must
be devised that is powerful encugh to confidently and
effectively suppress any mass dissent or oppesition. Ob-
jectively then, the policies of the Maoist faction tend
to wedken the buregucracy, or ot least prevent it from
growing stronger (regardless of whether the Maoist foc-
tion is conscious of this or not), while the palicies of
the other faction definitely bolster the bureaucracy .
Under certain conditions, the latter faction may "prog-
matically” put forward some "democratic” policies,

but these de not involve any lessening of bureaueratic
control. Rather, thay are tactical meosures aimed at
corsolidating the buresueracy. Although this faction

has recommended some "moderate” policies, it was also
the foction responsible for dispatehing 11,000 troops

to ruthlessly put down the struagle of the workers in
Hangchow, while the more "authoritarian" Maoist foc-
tien hod sent Wang Hung~wen in a futile attempt to
negotiote an end to the dispute in that city,

In essence, the reversionist, or "moderate," foction
represents the rightist tendency of the party and the bu-
reaucracy. The Maoist faction is a unique creature of
the Chinese revalution in its post=liberation pericd. It
may be characterized os a left-centrist tendency in the
party and the buregucracy.

The Magist foction would find it difficult to cease its
hard attacks on the "revisionism" of the Soviet Union
for two reasons. First, this faction opposes the tatal
social and political separation of the party from the
masses, the hardening of the privileges of the buresu-
cracy, the existence of o distinct layer of technocrats,
and the nonexistence of any horizontal democrocy,
Second, to support or tolerate such "revisionism” would
mean to politically strangthen the rightist tendency in
China, for it is precisely this sort of "revisionism" that
the rightist foction has been striving for.

During the early 1960s the Maoist faction odvanced
onother argument ogainst the Soviet leodership: rthe So-
viet Union stood for collaboration with imperialism as
opposed fo world revolution, With the turn in Chinese
foreign policy during the early 19705, however, this
argument evaporated , Is this another example of Maoist
"Flexibility" or does it represent on abandanment of the
previous Maoist position? Adefinitive answer cannot
yat be given. But in view of the weakening of the Moo~
ist faction's mass base after the cultural revalution and
in view of the fact that the Indochinese revelution had
taken a comparatively independent path of development,
it seems very |ikely that the Macist faction is moving
further away from its earlier positions. The foreign pol-
fcy of the revenionist foction is more clear, This fac-
tion believes that while peaceful coexistence with the
imperialist powers is helpful to China, peaceful coex-
istenice with the Soviet Union would also do no harm

and would in foct create o more favorable situation for
China.

Is the storm coming?

We cannot predict precisely when another revalutionary
storm will break out, but we con outline certain condi=
tions that would fuel such an explesion.

The First question s, To what extent has the April 5
demorstration broken the atmosphere of political apathy
among the masses that hod prevailed during the previous
pericd? Similar events occurred in more than ten prov-
inces, which indicotes that it was a national and not
regional pheromenon. How deeply the mood of the
masies his changed, however, remaim uncleor and can
be evaluated only in the Future.

The second question is, How will the mmses respond to
the repression that follawed the demonstration? In other
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words, to what extent will the repression succeed in
stifling further political opposition among the masses?

Third, does the demonstration mean that the nucleus of

a revolutionary vanguard has emerged? To be sure, the
demomstration and the official reactions 1o it will en-
lighter the more politically conscious elements in China.
It is likely that they will group themselves together in
some form, but at present it seems improbable that this
process can accur in such @ way ai to unify all these
elements on a national scale. It is difficult to predict
the pace of the process.,

These are the spacific questions that arise from the Pe-
king protest, But others arlse From o more general exam-
ination of the palitical development of the masses, and
they should be comsidered as well.

First, Tt is obvious that the most politically conscious
elements in China today are divided, On the one hand
there are those who are still attracted by the "leftism"
of the Maoist Faction. These people constitute the Mac-
ist nucleus within the moss movement, despite the fact
that some of them believe that the Maoist leaders com=
promised with the status quo ot the conclusion of the
cultural revolution, On the other hard, there are those
who have embarked on o palitically independent path
but who are unable to clarify the character of either
faction. They express varying degrees of belief in the
illusions presented by the reversionist tendency without
understanding the essentiol nature of the foction as such,

There are various signs of the real presence of such in=
dependent elements. A long ags os 1973 a wall poster
written by three politically advanced youths oppeared
prominently in the city of Canton. Iis contents were
rapidly circulated in mimeographed form throughout the
province of Kwangtung (papulation 45 million), creat-
ing a palitical sensation among Kwangtung's intellec-
tuals and students,

This wall poster is of great interest, in part becouse it
reflected the foct that the long pericd of political pas-
sivity emong former rebellious youth embittered by the
defeat of the red guard movement had come 1o an end.

In addition, however, the poster questioned the very
existence of the privileges enjoyed by the bureaucratic
caste, arguing thot such privileges could constitute the
beginning of "sociol foscism" in China. The poster ealled
for socialist democracy o o means of combatting such

a dangerous possibility,

The three writers were subjected to enormous political
pressure from the outhorities after the appearance of
thie poster. Two of the authors copitulated and left the
third to strugale alone. But it was clear that the poster
hod triggered a groundswell of populor suppart, for the
authorities did not dore to send the third author to prison
immediately. Instead, the provincial party commities
of Kwangtung published its own wall poster attacking
him. Later, the party organized many "struggle meet-
ings" in which the targeted author was forced to partic-
ipote. Unexpectedly, in many of these meetings he
won the sympathy ond support of the masses who were

supposed fo be struggling against him, These episodes
ware extremely enlightening. If the demand for socialist
democracy (regardless of exactly how the masses con-
caive it at any given moment) and the attack on the
privileges of the bureaucrats did not correspond to the
thinking of the people, how could the author have been
treated so leniently and how could he have won such
sympathy In meetings designed precisely to attack him?

But while the idealogical bosis of Mooism is disintegrat=
ing, the political maturity of the mass mevement has

nat reached the paint that a revolutionory alternative
enabling the masses to go beyond both existing foctions
can yet be formed. The emergence or aksence of such

o revolutionary alternative s a decisive factar in the
political development of the masses. If the masses con-
tinue to struggle against the party’s policies and bureau-
cratic control and privileges, the resalution of the above-
mentioned problems will be placed in much more faver-
oble conditions. But will the moss struggle continue?
We believe that it will, for the repression that followed
the April 5 demonstration has not resulted in a decisive
defeat for the masses. The likelihood of repression alone
helting the political development of the masses is thus
small,

Mareaver, o5 long as the burecucracy remains divided
and unable to find satisfactory solutions to Chinese eco-
nomic and social problems, the masses will be compellad
to seek such solutions themselves, Further, the mest od-
vanced elass in Ching, the warking class, has never
been defeated by the party and is therefore not devoid
of political energy and vigor. This is one aspect of the
situation, from the historical standpaint,

The other, more immediote aspect is that the appaint-
ment of Hua Kua-feng a: premier In ploce of Chou does
net represent the complete victory of the Maoist faction
or the decisive defeat of the rightist faction. On the
contrary, the factional differences persist, the party
remains divided, and the state apparatus is still para-
lyzed by the confusion ond demoralization of the lower-
ranking codres, These are the essential faclars that will
guorantee the emergence of yat another round of fac-
tional strugale in the not too distant future, Given the
present situation and Tts likely evolution, it will be

the masses who will benefit most fram this new round.
When will it come? Most likely ofter the death of Mao,
The decisive battle that will then erupt may well mark
the emergence of the masses themselves onto the stage
of China's political revelution.

In any case, the April 5 events in Peking and other
cities lend o powarful new impetus to the worldwide
movement of the Fourth International and it getive
supporters in Hong Kong, the Revolutionary Morcist
Leogue (publishers of the Daily Combatting Bulletin).
The scientific Marxist judgment that a political revalu-
tion is needed in China no longer appears abstract.
History will prove that the masses in China will fight
for geruine socialism, fettered neither by the Stalinist
bureaucratism of the rightist reversionist faction nor by
the subjective idealism of the Magist faction,[]



CONGRESS OF THE
BOLIVIAN MINERS

by 8. FERNANDEZ

The following text, which we received from Bolivia, deals with the congress of the Bolivian miners,
which was held in May. The situation hes undergone important developments since then, in the
woke of the repression unleashed by the government against the massive strikes in the mining re-
gions. (See INPRECOR, MNo.55, July 8, 1976, Ino Latin American context characterized by a
series of reactionary counterattacks over the past few years, the mobilizations of the Bolivian
masses (Foctory workers, students, and miners) reflect o certain recovery af the werkers movement
in at least ane of the countries that hod been hard hit, As of press time, information from Bolivia
irdicates that the struggle of the miners is not over and that the Banzer regime is far from having

overcome its crisis.

A our party predicted and @ we said in our message
to the miners congress, the congress met in on atmos-
phere of general anticipation, the Bolivian masses full
of hape, the bourgeoisie and fascist generals preoccu-
pied by hate and fear.

For seven doys Corocoro was the scene of o social and
political event of the greatest importance. More than
700 delegates, cbservers, and journalists set this small
village in the Altiplano rumbling. The attention of
both friends and enemies waos concentrated there, for
the congress was to decide the immediate future of the
proletarian struggles,

The expectations and hopes of the masses were justified.
The very convocation, initiation, and realization of
the congress represented a triumph for the workers, But
its deliberations, conclusions, ond resolutions also
meant a significont step forward for the mining prole-
tariat and consequently on advance of the masses toward
the recovery of their organizetions and the democratic
formation of trade-union leaderhips. Most of all, it
was the point of departure for a national struggle that
begins from the question of wages and moves toward the
problem of power.

The miners congress of Corocoro and its conclusions con-
stituted on open ond vigorous denunciation and rejec=
tion of the national and international policy of the fos-
cist generals. Above all, it was the expression of the
will of the masses to get rid of the hated antinational
and anti-worker dictatorship, valet of imperialism. In
oddition, the congress was o demomstration both of the
tendency among the workers toward a united centraliza-
tion that the sectarians wanted to prevent, and of their
aspiration to change their old conservatized leaders.
The congress delegates did not allow themselves to be
intimidated by the difficulties of lack of preparation,

an inadequate meeting hall, etc. They overcome the
imsufficiencies of a leodership that wos in disomay be-
couse it onticipated defeat, Nevertheless, we believe
that because of the defects in its preparation and the
behaviar of some sectors, the congress also hod some
limitatiors, especially organizational ones. These will

have to be avercome in practice, before the confronta-
tions that are inevitable if the congress resglutions are
opplied,

Preparation of the congress

We say that there were defects in the activities preced-
ing the congress and that the results would have been
better, more organized, more homogeneous, had it not
been for these defects,

The congress was called only thirty days in advance,
Comsequently, there was too little time for organizing
and carrying out discussion among the rank and file.
Moreaver, the leadership of the FSTME (Federocidn Sin-
dical de Trabajadores Minerss de Bolivia — Trade Unien
Federation of Mine Warkers of Bolivid) did not imple-
ment the recommendations of the previous congress, held
in Potosi in 1973, that the octivities report and the po-
litical, economic, social, and organizational discussion
decuments be circulated well in odvance. The outgoing
leadership did not issue official documents to orient the
debate. The miners congress met on the basis of on
agenda of the presidium, which relemsed a general list
of the themes that would be dealt with,

The result wos that there was very |ittle discussion among
the rank and file, which could have served to central-
ize opinioms, criteria, and proposals.

A far as the political aspect of the congress is concerned,
nine documents were submitted to the congress, among
which only that of the Catavi district had been approved
by a democratic vote in a general assembly, The others
were drafts of political tendencies or of individual trode-
union leaders. The clearest case was that of Ninavig,

a union lepder in Huanuni, who, behind the bock of

the workers, the delegates, and even the leadership of
which he is a part, tried to present a thesis drafted by

his party, the pro=Chinese Communist party, os repre-
senting the mine workers of Huanuni. When this falsifi-
cation and lack of political honesty was exposed, Mina-
via had to admit that the document only hod the support



BOLIVIA

e e o e e e

of three of his party comrodes who were in the union
leadership af this distriet,

On the economic question, especially that of woges,
twenty=six drafts were presented, expressing different
pasitions on the percentoge wage increae to demand,
the effects of the currency devaluation, and the criteria
by which fo caleulate the basic wage.

During this preparatary stage, o positive tendency
emerged as regards the number of delegates, which re-
flected the desire of the rank and file to intervene more
extensively. Up to the Potosi congress of 1973, there
was one delegate per 300 workers. That congress de-
cided that the representation would be changed to one
delegate for every 200 workers at the next congress.
The congress call incorparated this propartion, but the
rank and file, beginning in the Catavi=Sigle XX district,
decided on greater representation: one delegafe per
100 workers, And it wos on this basis that the delegates
were elected to the Corocoro congress. The credentiols
committes recognized this modification, which was
also approved by the plenary assembly.

The political discussion

Let us repeat that there was very little political discus-
sion among the rank and file. Aport fram Catavi=5iglo
XX, there wes an attempt at discussion In Huamumi,
whieh wae frustrated by the mansuvers and tricks of Ni-
navig, who was trying to smugale in the thesis of the
pro-Chinese party,

In Catavi the discussion led to homogenizing Ideas in
line with the revolutionary traditions of the miners.

The product of this was the political thesis proposed to
the congress. In Siglo XX the discussion was unchble to
arrive at o unified pasition; thie district sent four theses
to the congress, corresponding to the political tenden-
cies that exist in the district.

The political commission of the congress received nine
political documents to analyze ond discuss, each claim-
ing to express the thinking and orientation of the miners.
Undoubtedly, these documents corresponded to the po-
sitions of the voricus parties of the Balivian left, but
they were presented in the nome of unions or leoders,
following the old custom of the Bolivian workers move-
ment,

Monetheless, the discussion hod the merit of lifting the
veil that had shrouded the real attitudes of these par-
ties. This was o positive step forward, which enables
the mmses to learn the real physiognamy of the polit-
ical groups. At the same time, it confirmed the right
of the tendencies that exist among the miners fo speak
in their own nome . It also represented o setback for
the dictatarship, which had tried fo wipe the workers
and revolutionary parties off the map with its decrees
ond measures of November 9, 1974, The result was that
the parties Banzer tried fo bury are nonetheless ey
much alive among the masses and ore struggling ogainst
the regime.
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The political polemic, which gave rise to violent and
heated exchonges between the advocates of Soviet re-
visionism and Chinese revisionism, centered around the
chaoracter of the revolution in Balivia ond the backward
countries, the role of the various classes, and the type
of government for which the workers ore strugaling.
This debate took shape around two classical positions:

1. The position of the revolutionary Marxist-Lenin-
ists, embodied by the Trotskyists, which supported the
thesis of the permanent revolution applied to the back-
ward countries. This position denies that the bourgecisie
has any revolutionary qualities in the epoch of imperi-
alism, defines Bolivia a8 o backward and dependent cap=-
italist country, recognizes the working class & the rev-
olutionary closs in this epoch, sees the peasantry os an
ally of the proletariat but under proletarian leadership,
and thus defines the character of the Bolivian revolution
ot socialist. The working class in power, acting as the
leader of the oppressed nation, will carry out the social-
ist tasks ot the some time os it resolves the unresolved
democratic tasks.

The documents that have been approved by the miners,
from the Pulacayo thesis and program to the political
thesis of the Siglo XX congress (1973), later adopted
o the thesis of the COB (Central Obrera Boliviang —
Bolivian Trede Union Federation), fall within this line,
proclaiming the independence of the working clas from
the bourgecisie, its allies, and its governments, and
posing the skruggle for socialism, for a government of
the warking class supported by and allied to the peas-
antry.

2, The other position was that of the neo~Mershe-
viks and nec-Stalinists of the two Communist parties,
Although the pro=Mascow and pro-Chinese elements
engoged in heated debates, each capitalizing on the
evil deeds of the other — the pro-Moscow CP dencunc-
ing the Chinese pro-reactionary intervention in Angola
and their close friendship with Pinochet, the pro=Chi-
nese occusing the pro-Soviets of having restored capi-
talism and of being "social-imperialish™ — these two
groups are actually brothers, sons of the same mother,
nec=Menshevik Stalinism.

The thesis of the pro-Moscow elements, drafted with
“moderation, " claimed that we are now in the epoch

of "anti=imperialist revolutions and national liberation."
They claim that the democratic anti-imperialist strug-
gle takes priority, and for this all must be united; the
struggle for socialism will come later, The thesis of the
Sigle XX congress, odopted as the thesis of the COB,
affirmed the contrary: The struggle for socialism is for
now. There is no viger in the document of the pro-Mas-
sow CP; ane has the impression that those who wrote

it are ashamed of the ossertions such os those we have
cited, which represent on attempt to revise the revolu=
tionary trojectory of the miners,

The document of the pro~Chinese, on the other hand,
does not disguise their pasitions, and for this very rea=
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son it appears grotesque, completely foreign to the
maturity of mineworkers. They repeat old ideas formu-
lated in the language of forty years ogo. They are marked
by the aberration of characterizing Bolivia as o “feudal
country” with "feudal relations of production.” From
this apostasy naturally Flows the odditional absolute
apostasy of the revolution by stages, the bloc of four
closses, closs eollaboration, and so on. Since the coun=
try is feudal, according to them, it follows that the
bourgeois revolution must be made, The socialist revo-
lution is not on the agenda. The major revelutionary
class is the peasantry and not the proletariat. This is

the thinking of the Chinese. On this basis they ally
themselves with the rightists in Angola, Pinochet, and
some walking corpses of the MMNR (Mevimiente Nacio=
nalista Revelucionaria = Revolutionary Mationalist
Movement] .

Thus, with this arrogance the pro=Chinese nucleus tried
to counterpose its worn—out thesis to the whole revalu-
tionary socialist tradition of the Bolivian minerms.

The discussion in the political commission was violent.
It ended in the defeat of the pro-Chinese. Once they
hod lost in the commission, they appealed to the ple-
nary assembly, where they suffered an even greater de-
feat, Virtually unanimously, the delegates quickly rat-
ified the theses of the previous congresses, including
the struggle for socialism, and asked the political com-
mission to draft a platform to unify the struggles of the
Balivian masses, which was later approved.

The plenary assembly thus corrected the error the polit=
ical commission had made by spending all its time dis-
cussing this problem, The pro-Chinese, who had been
trying to sterilize the discussion in the assembly, emerged
disappointed. The functioning of the political commis-
sion was undoubtedly o negative element, for instead
of discussing and resalving the present problems in order
to strengthen the workers movement, preparing it for
the coming struggles, It wasted time on a question that
had olready been settled years ogo: whether Bolivia

has o feudal or capitalist structure.

The Corocoro cengress’s ratification of the struggle for
socialism must be essimilated, understood, and carried
forword with full clarity ond foree. It should be noted
that affer the congress the pro~Chinese delegates who
hod participated in the political commission repeated
their political dishonesty, introducing an "explanation™
of the congress declaration containing phroses asbout a
front of classes, which is contrary to the thinking of the
miners. They have resorted to these methods in order fo
justify themselves before their own party and to fry to
cover up their political defeat.

The economic commission received twenty=-six drafts,
The discussion here was calmer, and agreement was
quickly reached to support the steps that have already
been taken, A demand has been presented fo the gov=
ernment fo roise the minimum wage to BO pesos; the
government was given thirty days to respand posi=
tively, otherwise there will be o general strike. It was
also decided to form @ rank-and-file commission to work
with the federation in this conflict. The report of the
economic commission was approved, along with nine=
teen complementary points on related subjects.

There was not muech discussion in the commission on so-
cial offairs; documents were approved on questions of
the living conditions of the miners, social benefit,
and questiors of education,

Election of a new leadership

Before and during the congress the leadership of the
FSTMB octed in a disorganized manner, for It felt de-
feat coming. This became ohbvious during the discussion
on the activities report of the general secretary and
when the congress proceeded to the election of a new
leadership.

The report of Victor Lopez was vigorously criticized.

It was approved in a manner so confused that it oppeared
more like rejection. The resolution said: "1. To approve
the activities report of the general secretary of the
FSTMB, with the following observations: It is incom=
plete and ignores the political and social elements that
confront the Bolivian pecple in their struggle for liberty
ond the democratic rights of the people,”

In the discussion the FSTMB wos occused of passivity
and of lending only weak support to the struggles ot the
Manaco shoe factory and the universities (see INPRE-
COR, MNo.50, April 19, 1978); it was stressed that the
rank-and-file miners hod gone into struggle first, drog-
ging the leadership along.

Along with criticizing this report, the congress resolu-
tion also condemned os traitors those who accept gov-
ernmant posts in the "labor coordinating bodies, " saying
that this disqualified them from ocecupying posts in the
trade-union leadership.

The tendency to repudiate the old leodership because
of its capitulating conduct toward the dictatorship was
expressed forcefully in the election. Nearly 75 per-
cent of this leadership wee turned out of office. They
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were replaced by middle-layer cadres and some old mil-
ftants of past perieds whose conduct has been contradic-
tory but who teck edvantage of the confusion of the
moment. There was a lack of definition and clarity in
the political discussion around the election of the new
leadership. There were unprincipled compromises, ma-=
neuvers, and backroom errangements.

The tendency that emerged amang the rank and file to
change the leadership and reploce it with new, com-
bative leaders was unable to be fully brought to bear.
The new leadership, which maintains Victor Lopez as
acting general secretary and also includes Lechfn, Re-
yes, and Escobar (symbolically, for they ore in exile),
does not include the old bourgesisified buresucrats,
but neither is it a leodership odequate to the coming
struggles. There is a donger that those who remain and
the old leaders who have returned may oct os an obsta-
cle to the development of the new, young elements,
To eliminate this danger the rank and file will have to
exercise constant vigilance while at the same time stim=-
ulating the desire to change the leadership, which is
developing in the mines.

Conclusions and perspectives

The Sixteenth Miners Congress of Corocoro was a tri-
umph for the workers and o political defeat for the mili=
tory dictatorship. The workers ignored all the prohibi=
tive measures and threats of the govermnment. The dic-
tatorship 4id not dare to attack the congress. In an at=
tempt to confuse and divert public opinion the govern-
ment assembled its own "coordinating bodies" ot an=
other congress, held in Santa Cruz, and alse brought

its groups of thug "notionalists” together in Lo Paz. The
former decided only to ask for o wage increase of 60
percent and the latter, organized into shock-troocp com-
mandos, came to Corocoro but did not dare show their
faces. All they did was pay some children to hand out
leaflets. The defeat of Banzer and his thugs could not
have been more clear,

The congress was positive. But its Future impact will de-
perd on whether its resolutions are octually applied in
any orgonized way. The workers ratified their socialist
line and resolved to struggle for a minimum wage of 80
pesos and for a revelutionary program. These questions
involve not only the miners but all the Bolivian masses.
The Corocoro congress ikelf included factory workers,
pecsants, and university students, who intervened in

the discussion and approved the resolutions. Mot only
because of the needs felt by the brood mosses, but olso
because the mosses followed the congress and partici-
pated in it. The struggle must be arganized nationally,
beginning with the miners, to draw the rest of the work-
ers info the same process. The miners must orgonize this
struggle, acting as the vanguard and national leader-
ship. At the same time, they must implement the resolu=
tion to make the COB start functioning again, doing
this in @ mining district by endowing the COB with the
necessary infrastructure ond guarontees. Finally, they

must also promate the united front of all the political
tendencies in the workers movement. This was the man-
date of the congress, and the new leadership is respon=
sible for carrying it out in practice, in action, It is cer-
tain that this leadership is not homogeneous and that

the old bureaucratic and conciliatory tricks will be
transmitted through some of 1ts members, but the vigi-
lance of the rank ond file can neutralize this, stimu-
lating the developing combativity of the young new
leaders.

The miners congress broke down the dictatorship's mea-
sures in practice, the November 1974 decrees for ex-
ample. The workers of the entire country must conse~
quently ignore these measures and begin to make their
trode-union organizations function fully.

But we must also stress the limifs and inadequacies of
the congress, along with its positive features, Some
very important resolutions, such as those dealing with
the COB and the united front, were not sufficiently
discussed; no proctical memsures were laid down to fm-
plement them. Nor was there any concretization of the
forms the strugale will have to take to ochieve the ad-
voncement of sectors that continue to be held back by
the official "coordinating bodies,” It is necessary to
become conscious of these limitatiors in order to go
beyond them.

Cur porty wos present in the congress through rank-and-
file delegates from various districts whe presented o
document of pelitical analysis and tasks, Our delega-
tion was larger and its political activity better than ot
any previous congress. Nevertheless, our progress re-
mains medest, Our porty must expand its base in the
mines, improve the quality ond increase the numbers

of its cadres. The development of our party Is a historic
necessity for resolving the crisis of revolutionary leod-
ership the miners and the masses suffer from, The atomi-
zation of the left, which is divided into small groups
and parties, is on obstacle 1o the odvance toward the
socialist victory, Thus, to strengthen the Partido Ob-
rera Revolucionario (Combate) — Revolutionary Work-
ers party (Combate) — Bolivian section of the Fourth
International, is to resolve the crisis of the revolution.

The will and intentions of the workers have been ex-
pressed, The military dictatorship nanetheless refrains
from responding, but it is preparing its resporse. Strug-
gles and confrontations are now sheping up for which
we must also prepare. And the way to do this is pre-
cisely to implement the decisions of the miners congress,
to create bodies to centralize and direct the struggle

on a national scale, to create self-deferse detachments
in order to halt the armed viclence the gorillas will un-
leash,

Qur consciousness must be armed with the resolutions
of the congress and with the weopons with which to im-
plement them in order to defeat the dictatorship of the
capitalists and imperialists,

Huanuni, May 23, 1976
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arturo gomez

In May 1976 Comrode Arture Gémez, one of the major leaders of the Portide Sacialista de los
Trabajodores (PST — Socialist Workers party, sympathizing organization of the Fourth Interna-
ticnal in Argenting) and editor-in-chief of its weekly, Avonzoda Socialista, died in Buenos
Aires after o sudden heart attock .,

Conrade Arturo came to Trofskyism toward the end of the 1950 as one of the major student lead-
ers in the region of La Plata under the combined influence of the redicalization generated by the
palitical struggles that followed the fall of Peronism in 1955 and the rise of the Cuban revolution.
Modest, o man able to knit very fruitful human relationships, Arturo wos one of the students of
Angel Bengochea, one of the main leaders of Palabra Obrera, the precurser of the PRT (Partide
Revolucionario de los Trabajodores — Revolutionary Workers party) ana the. PST In Argenting.
When Bengochea wenf over to Castroism, Arturo broke with him and become one of the regional
leoders in La Plata during the whsequent tendency struggle,

Arture won the confidence of the workers, who elected him as counsellor and adviser of the
Agrupacién Metalirgica Verde. When the tendency struggle between the Santuche faction and
the Maoreno faction broke out in the PRT in 1968, Arturc Gémez opted for the Moreno faction
and became a national leader of the orgonization that was to fuse with the Coral Faction of the
Sacialist party to form the PST,

The PST was able to toke advantoge of the possibility for legal activity by presenting candidates
for president and vice-president in the elections of 1973, The PST condidate for vice~president,
Comrade José FI:H’:I, former leader of the militant and prc:ligfgus SITR AM=5ITRAC autoworkers
union In the city of Cérdoba, transfarmed this campaign into political agitation for a workers
cardidate, which enabled the PST to recruit hundreds and hundreds of workers. Throughout this
period, Comrode Acturo Gémez was the secretary gereral of the PST.

In 1974, when the PST decided to organizationally and politically consclidate the gains made
during the preceding period by transforming Avanzoda Socialista into a large-circulation weekly,
Comrade Arfturo was chosen as editor-in-chief, Although at the outset he lacked journalistic
experience, he succeeded in establishing a remarkable team, which made Avanzoda Socialista
ane of the most lively and popular Trotskyist newspapers in the world,

Comrade Arturc came to Trotskyism through internationalism, and he remained an internation=
alist throughout his life. He was strongly attached to the Fourth International, whose growth and
internal debates he followed possionately. He was one of the leaders of the international minarity
foction ond as such was a reporter at the Tenth World Congress, which elected him a comultative
member of the International Executive Committee, With the death of Comrade Gémez the P5ST
and the Fourth International lose one of their most experienced and valuable leoders. His memory
will be kept alive by our entire movement,
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The Kurdish Resistance

Is Not Qver

In March 1975 lragi Foreign Minister Saddam Hussein signed an ogreement with the shoh of Iran
which entailed, omong other things, the end of lranian material support to the Kurdish fighters
against the lragi regime, The leadership of the Kurdish Democrotic party (KDP) under Mustafa
Barzani, which held hegemony over the Kurdish struggle, gave up the battle and sought refuge
in Iran. The result was the collapse of the Kurdish military resistance to the lragi regime and o
vast increase in the oppression and repression of the Kurds in lrog, This marked the end of the
latest phase of the Kurdish rebellion, which hod broken out in 1974,

It did not, however, mark the end of the Kurdish strugale. Kurdistan is o mountainous region in
western Asia that has been the home of the Kurdish people for more than 5,000 years, After the
end of the first world war Kurdistan, along with the rest of the Arab East, wos divided by imperi-
alism. The Kurdish population was parcelled sut omong four states: Turkey (2 million Kurds at
the time), lran {2 million}, Irag (1 million), and Syria (1.5 million). Since then, divided Kurd-
istan has been the scene of continual armed uprisings against national oppression. Historically,
the Kurdish movement has been stronpest [n Irag, one-fourth of whose population fs Kundish,

The relatively large size of the Kurdish population, the high degree of their organization, the
extremely mountainous terrain in lrogi Kurdistan, and the extended periods of general political
instability have prevented the various lragi regimes from succeeding in their repeated attempts
to liquidate the Kurdish revolution,

On the other hand, the leadership of the Kurdish movement has likewise proven incapable of
leading the revolution to victory. The 1975 defeat, brought on by the betrayal by the Barzani
leadership, has given rise to an important process of political debate and recompasition within
the Kurdish movement. The interview below, with Noshirwan Amin, o member of the National
Unien of Kurdistan (NUK}, illustrates the lines along which this process s occurring. Future is=
sues of INPRECOR will publish contributions from other tendencies that have emerged from this
recompasition process, as well as the position of Arab revolutionary Marxists on the Kurdish rev=

olution. We regard our participation in this discustion and our efforts to publicize it as part of
our tasks of internationalist solidarity with both the Kurdish and Aab revolutions,

Q UESTION, WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE REASONS

FOR THE DEFEAT IN THE LATEST WAR?

ANSWER. The Kurdish resistonce in the fatest war was
broken neither politically nor militarily, The temporary
collapse was brought on above all by the Flight of Bar-
zani, along with the KDP leadership, from the combat
zones, the subsequent ogreement between the Baothist
regime and the shah of Iran, and the "shift" of a good
part of the resistarce fighters and their families to lran.
This leadership, a tribal leadership, was based on the
most backward layer of Kurdish society, the landlords.

So if one can talk about o defeat today, it is only o po-
litical defeat of the KDP leadership which, becouse of
its tribal structure, was incapoble of leading the natienal
struggle and linking the natlonal question with the so—
clal questions.

In the Kurdish reglon, a@s in every underdeveloped coun-
try, the ogrorian question is of life and death importance.
The KDP leodership lacked any understanding of the

peasant movement and had na faith in the power of the
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resistance. It had ro plans for o sweeping land reform
that would have primarily benefited the poor peasants,
This leadership thus concentrated on seeking the support
of foreign regimes. But a prerequisite for this wos to be
prepared to moke alliances with reactionary, imperialist,
and chauvinist powers against the struggle of the op-
pressed masses in lron, Turkey, and the Argb countries.
This attitude was also reflected in the way the wor was
conducted: The partisan war was liquidated and in the
final closhes, up until the surrender, regular positional
warfare came to the fore, The concept that unity in
struggle ogainst oppression by the Irogi regime meant
that the KDP itself should be regarded os the only force
understanding and embodying unity in action and should
therefore not be criticized within the movement was mis-
token. Byt the mistake was not merely in the lack of
criticism, but also in the failure to build a vanguard
party, that is, on independent organizer of the progres-
sive forces of Kurdish society. Both the objective polit-
ical bases for this and the subjective prerequisites omong
the mosses existed.

| mean vanguard in the Leninist sense of revolutionary
vonguard. Because of the bockwardness of Kurdish so-



ciety, the proletariat is numerically weak; nevertheless,
through their irsertion into the struggle, the Kurdish
warkers will be able to assume the ideological leader-
ship of the movement and will be among its octivists.
The peasant question is also central here, and the solu~
tion to it hos to be rodical, without moking concessions
to a middle layer of peasants. What we want [s an agrar=
ian revelution. The MNational Union of Kurdistan strives
for the organization of the forces of the Kurdish national
democratic revolution, whose tosk is to bring tagether
the progressive tendencies ond unite them in a militant
way under the leadership of the Kurdish revolutionary
vanguard .

Q. WHAT HAVE BEEN THE REPERCUSSIONS OF THE
DEEEAT ON THE KURDS IN IRAN AND THE OTHER
STATES AND ON KURDS WHO HAVE EMIGRATED
ABROAD ?

A. The organized resistance of the Kurds in |raq repre=
sented a strong pole of attraction for the resistance in
the entire Kurdish region, Kurds come from other re-
gions to participate in the struggles in Iraq. The influ-
ence and prestige of the KDP were high. With the flight
of the Barzoni leadership and its removal from the com-
bat zone, the KDP gave up its rale as the leading or-
ganizing force, Barzani fried to paralyze the movement
and a good number of Pesh Merga fighters left with him
to Iran. The majority of them have since returned, but
there is no force having os great an influence as the
KDP used to.

OF course, the outcome of the latest war hos also hod
effects on the resistance mevement in the other ports

of Kurdistan: disorientation, demeralization, lack of

o recognized leadership, frogmentation of forces. As

far as Iran itself is concerned, it is clear that Barzani
today connot oppress the Kurds or hand fighters aver to
Savak (the lranion secret police}. In Iran, as in the
other countries, the recrganization of the resistance re-
mains the main task. We of the National Union of Kurdi-
stan have a policy of return to the country,

Q. WHAT IS THE PRESENT SITUATION IN IRAGH
KURDISTAN ITSELF? WHAT S THE STATE OF THE
KURDISH MASS MOVEMENT?

A. The situation in Kurdistan provides striking proof of
the incapacity of the bureaucratic bourgeois regime in
Irag to solve the notional question. The promised ap-
pearance of autonomy is merely o means by which to
intensify the repression and split up the Kurdish move-
ment. The war and the repressive policy of Arabization
have led to a flight from the land aond a rise in unem=
ployment. The chauvinist policy of Arabization, which
leaves no social area unaffected, aims at driving the
Kurdish population out of the mountains and deperting
them. The map of Irog is to be altered; new odministra-
tive regions are being established (for example, the par-
tition of the rich mixed Arab-Kurdish province of Kir=-
kuk into @ number of Arab provinces). The aim is to

eliminate the basis for the establishment of indigenous
industries and economic development in Kurdistan. The
elimination of the Kurdish nomes of villages and cities
in the new administrative areas goes hand in hand with
the Arobization of hundreds of Kurdish schools. The re-
settlament policy, which was previously directed pri-
marily against the Kurdish working class, is now being
axtended to the psosants. After a so-called land reform,
&0 percent of the land in the Kurdish regions was taken
over by the central state; 40 percent is left to the
Kurdish peasants who have not been driven out of the
mountains.

Some 400, 000 deported Kurds are now living in camps
in the southern and western parts of Iragq, without land
or jobs. The arganization of a resistonce movement
among these refugees is cormespondingly difficult. The
Iroqi regime is going to be responsible for creating a
second Paolestine.

The regime's forced resettlement policy Is combined
with a policy of replacing Kurdish peasants with Egyp~
tian ones. About 50,000 Egyptian peasants are now liv=
ing in Kurdistan. The plan is to transfer o total of 1 mil-
lion Egyptians to lraq, @ means of pushing forward the
decimation of the Kurdish minority. Cne of the argu-
ments advanced in support of the chauvinist population
policy is that it is necessary to increase the population
of future generations of Arabs in lrag.

These Arch peasants are either integrated os agricultural
workers into the state-run cooperative agricultural en-
terprises or else gronted land as private property, which
will strengthen political backwardness and chauvinist
tendencies In the newly Arcbized, praviously Kurdish
regions. The greater part of the oil and raw material
resources of lrog are in Kurdistan. But only 7-12 percent
of Irag's industrial product between 1970 and 1975 went
to the Kurdish region. The ofl refineries hove been
shifted to the Arab region of Hammam Ali, even though
this meant a 20 percent increase in the cost of construc=
tion of new oilfields, The metal industry wes shifted to
Basra in the south, even though the fron ond copper has
te be brought in from Kurdistan.

The official trode unions, linked to the Progressive MNa-
tional Front {the Boathist-contralled ruling group) in-
cludes representatives of the official Arab and Kurdish
parties. Nevertheless, we do not boycott these trode
unions, becaouse there is some possibility of carrying

out political discussion within them, in addition to fight-
ing for some ecanomic demands. There are seminars of
union members, for example, so we send representatives
into the unions to try to win the members to support of
the Kurdish resistance.

As Far os students, high-schoolers, teachers, and
women are concerned, the resistance movement has in-
dependent underground organizations that function only
illegally, Fewer and fewer Kurdish students are odmitied
to universities, the University of Sulaimaniya, for ex-
ample, in the heort of the Kurdish region, in an attempt
to make woy for more Arab students.
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Administrative Functions in the Kurdish reglon bove bean
taken over by Arabs; the Kurds are "permitted” to as-
sume subordinate functions, which they fulfill under the
threat of prison sentences of up to ten years. The orgons
of the structure of foke outonomy established by the re-
gime have been occupied by the three legal Kurdish
parties, which exist only on paper; their function is
that of political police. The Kurdish resistance to Arob-
ization thus remaine directed agaimst the state apparatus
Trself,

A for the peasants, it will be our task to organize il-
legal paasant leagues from which to breok up the offi-
cial lecgues os soon as there is a batie for |iberated
areas. Today, however, there is no movement encom-
passing the Kurdish mosses. The resistance is still limited
to the underground organizations . Whether or not there
will be some open manifestation of the resistance will
depend on the relationchip of forces, At present, even
where it would be passible to hold a strike or deman-
stration, such attempts will not be mode, becouse even
if the moses followed the call to action, the movement
it nat yet strong encugh fo stand up against the inewi=
toble repression without suffering excessive losses, The
masses are not yet moving into oction. But there have
been some forms of open resistance in whale regions.,
These are carried cut through things like poetry reod-
ings. This kind of expression of resistance, of the inde-
pendence of the Kurdish peaple, does not leave any
open troces — exceptan the Kurdish masses themselves,

Q. IMN THIS SITUATION, WHAT PERSPECTIVES DO
YOU SEE AHEAD ?

A, The armed struggle should be launched in those re-
gions that hove not been reached by the Arobization
palicy. The resistonce in lrogi Kurdistan is sufficiently
organized so thot we can say that the phose of propa-
garda octivity and the establishment of an organiza=
tional structure has been cloted. The phase of the launch-
ing of armed struggle must now be begun: anly in this
way can the gains of o future moss movement be guar-
anteed and consclidated in any real way. Here | would
like to note the preconditions for the victory of the
Kurdish liberation struggle, for which the National
Union of Kurdistan will strive:

*national unificetion;

* the building of o vanguard party;

*gommon struggle of Arabs and Kurds in lrog;

*common struggle of all Kurds;

*common work of the Kurdish resistance movement
together with all progressive forces and all Forces striv-
ing for the internoHonal sochalist revalution.

Q. CAN YOU TELL US SOMETHIMNG ABOUT THE
SITUATIOMN OF THE LEFT IN IRAQ AND IN KURDI-
STANT WHAT ORG ANIZ ATIONS EXIST AND WHAT
ARE THEIR POLITICS?

A. 1'll speck of the opposition parties in general and
the revolutionary organizations in particular, All these

parties that do not belong to the Progressive National
Front (PNF) are clessified as "opposition.” This includes
the illegal Baath party, The PNF is composed of the of-
ficial Baath party, the Communist party, amd the three
poper Kurdish puppet parties (the Kurdish Democratic
party, which uses the same name o the old KDP, the
Kurdish Revolutionary porty, and the Movement of Pro-
gressive Kurds) .

The varbal recognition of Kurdish autonomy, which was
granted in March 1970 under the pressure of events and
the struggle of our people, was nothing but a smoke=
screen for the rank anti-Kurdish chouvinism of the Irogi
regime. The foke outonomy law of August 1974, which
only-further intensified Arabization, was presented es
a model solution to the national question, and the pup=
pet parties foday ore trying to act within that framewark.
But they have no function, aport from spying. When
the regime granted apparent autonomy, these parties
approached the leodership of the KDP and saught to
draw it into the PINF. At that time, Barzani refused,

The illegal Baath is not qualitatively different from the
right wing of the Baath, which is in the regime. But it
Is an oppeosition porty that tries o draw support from all
layers of society. For exomple, it is possible today 1o
publish articles that correspond to the interests of the
Kurdish resistance in the organs of this party. Although
we have no illusions in this party, the NUK participates
in @ union of parties that includes, in addition to the
MUK and the illegal Baath, the Arab Socialist Move=
ment, the leadership of the former Central Command
faction of the Communist party, and some MNosserite
groupings. The central slogon of this union of parties

is "Democracy for Iroq, Autonomy for Kurdistan.® Un-
like in the past, the Kurds in the other parties today
{with the exception of the NUK) no longer see them=
themselves as port of the Arab world. This party union
also has @ project for o central regime in which the
Kurds would have proportional representation.

Mow, os to the groups | mentioned earlier:

*The Marxist-Leninist porty was in the Central Com-
mond CP in 196970, It hod strong points of support in
southern lrog and Baghdod and also held some positions
in the frode unions. Like all the small revolutionary
groups in lrog, it commanded only minimal forces in
Kurdistan ard upheld the necessity of building an lrag-
wide CP. The group hos no newspoper, In leaflets it
calls for the overthrow of the Baoth regime, which it
charocterizes as fascist, and for the seizure of power
by the working class. It advocates the necessity of armed
struggle in lroq and believes the time s ripe for the de-
struction of the regime, It thus substitutes itself for the
working class,

* #& for the former Central Command CP, the leader=
ship of the organization preoches defeatism and absten=
tienism. In recent times, a good part of the leadership
has left the country, among them four members of the
central committee in Kurdistan, who stayed with Bar-
zoni. The Baath porty hae initiated ralks with the Cen-
tral Command leadership and has offered either that they



work legally within the CP (with an official paper of
their own) or that they adopt a policy of abstaining from
any struggle against the regime, The leadership hes
ogreed to discuss the second possibility, Nevertheless,
the Central Command's underground urban cells have
remalned In existence and the Rank-and=<File Unian,
which represents a part of the membership of the orgo-
nization, has split and is putting out o paper, also called
Rank=and=File Union.

*The Arob Socialist Movement, which was formerly
Messerist, now defines itself as Marxist and includes
both genuine Marxists and nationalists. Its newspeper
is entitled Workers Call. It hos an sgrarian progrom and
stands for the right of the Kurds to self-determination
in the form of autonomy.

Mone of these groups claims to be o sole representative,
ond unity efforts ore now under way, the aim being to
build o united revolutionary party in lrag; they do not
stand for on independent Kurdish communist party.

In Kurdistan itself there are the three poper parties |
referred to earlier and the Arab ond Kurdish sectiors of
the CP, both of which have suffered heavy losses in the
recant pericd, They participate in both the central ra-
gime and the foke autonomy structures. The aim of ol
the other groups is to-organize o common armed shruggle,
for we see the armed struggle as a form of political strug-
gle and we understand the impassibility of o peaceful
solution. The old KDP, whote leadership is now sitting
in Teheran, is trying to establish new points of support.
But there are new groupings that used to belong fo the
KDP and are now discussing the betrayal of the KDP,
They do not go as far in their political eritique as the
MUK, because they do not trace the defeat of the lecd-
ership back to this leademhip's inkerent inability to solve
the national question, These groups lack o newspaper

or a centralized leadership,

The MUK represent an initial ottempt to reorganize
and unify the divided forces of the Kurdish resistance.
People of various political orientations belong to the
MUK today: Marxist-Leninists (myself among them),
socialists, democrats, ond patriots, The NUK cannot
take the ploce of o communist party, nor can it develop
inte @ communist party. The point today is to msemble
the revalutionary forces of Kurdiston along with all pro-
gressive forces and the nationalist left in Iraq in order
to accomplish the tasks of the national-democratic rav=-
olution, tasks which lay before our lrogl people includ-
ing both its nationalities, Accbs and Kurds, os well os
the minorities, These tasks ore:

1. Final liberation of Ireq from the economic and
palitical yoke of neccolonialism.

2. End to the bloody dictatorial regime.

3. Creation of a national-democratic coalition re-
gime capable of guaranteeing democracy for the entire
people.

4, Recognition of the right of the Kurdish peaple
to genuine autonomy within an independent republic
of lrag.

5. Implementation of a fundamental agrarian reform

in the interests of the peasant masses, Industrialization
of the country, utilization of ofl and mineral resources
for the development of lrogi society in order to lay the
basis for the tronsTtion to the building of socialism,

The MUK today has two press orgons. One is in Arabic,
called Spark, which answers all charges that the Kurdish
resistance is chouvinist and which provides information
primarily for Arab and world public epinion. Three js=
sues have appeored so for, The Kurdish crgen is colled
The New Way.

Q . WHAT CONTRIBUTION CAN THE REFUGEES IN
EUROPE MAKE TO THE KURDISH LIBERATION 5TRUG -
GLE? WHAT ARE YOUR RELATIONS WITH THE EU-
ROPEAN LEFT?

A, The various Kurdish organizations abrood maintain
their own independent character. The MUK, for exam=
ple, is an organization only for Kurds from lraq. But
the student orgonizations in which all the groups par-
ticipate contribute to the movement in Europe. There
are now two Kurdish leagues in Evrope. One includaes
those wha still support Barzani; the other pursues com=
mon aims with us in terms of the reorganization of the
resistonce in Kurdistan, There is o preparations commit-
tee for return to Kurdistan. Our orientation for the
Kurds in Europe is toward their return to the combat
zone; this also applies in the case of students after they
have completed their studies,

As far as links with the left in Europe are concerned,
we have no concrete proposals in mind. The main thing
is that the European left support the struggle of the
Kurdish people, on the basis of their internationalist
duty. Up to now we have mode no analysis of the vari-
ous left and far-left orgonizations in Europe, Our posi-
tion may be summed up as follows: Our main alliances
are with the Arab revolution, the national liberation
movement of the third world, and the forces of soeial-
ism, workers power, ond the revolution throughout the
warld . We sirive for firm relations of solidarity, for
common work to consolidate our links in struggle. We
thus greet all forms of solidarity from the progressive
forces, from simple aid in the fight to improve the liv=-
ing conditions of the refugees in Europe all the way up
through participation in cur armed struggle .[]
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SYRIAN TROOPS
OUTOF
LEBANON

DECLARATION OF THE UNITED SECRETARIAT
OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

On May 31, 1974, the Syrian regime ordered its tanks, planes, ond troops to invade Lebanon,
The announced purpose of the invesion — in reality it wos an open and dromatic escalation of
an intervention that hod been going on for some time — wos to bring peoce ond arder to that
civil-war-racked lond, The real purpose wos quite different. The invasion waos designed to bol-
ster the faltering Christian right and to push bock the anti-reactionary forces,

The Syrian regime, onxious for a settlement with lsroel, moved into Lebanon fo clamp down on
the Palestinian resistance and to prevent the danger to bourgesis order that would have been
posed hod the rightists been defeated. That was the real meaning of the peace and order heralded
by Damascus.

Thus it is that the Syrian invosion has enjoyed the blesuings of all opponents of the Arab revalu-
tion, from avowed enemies like the lsraeli settler-colonial state and U. 5. and French imperialism
to treacherous "friends" like the Arab bourgeois regimes.

For the masses in Lebanon, however, the Syrian invasion has brought only a dromatic rise in
death, destruction, and humarn suffering. Thousands more have been killed and wounded, There
are increasingly severe shortoges of fuel, food, water, electricity, and medical core, Under
the aegis of the Syrian invasion, the rightists have felt free to ottempt to consolidate their ter-
ritory, attacking Palestinian refugee comps and sloughtering those who fall into their hands.

But the rightist forces, even with Syrion support, con be beaten back. The Syrian invasion it=
self, despite ifs superiority in arms, has met stiff resistance. The Fourth International hails the
struggle of the Lebanese mosses and Palestinian resistonce fighters against the Syrian-rightist
combination. We call for o worldwide campaign of solidarity, centered on the demand for im-
mediate Syrian withdrowal from Lebanon.

Editeur resporisable: René Groslambert, 34 rue Nothomb, 1040 Bruxelles.



