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south africa
STRUGGLE AGAINST

APARTHEID DEEPENS

by LANGA

According to official figures, 172 Africons were killed
and 1,200 wounded by South African police in Soweto,
Alexandra, ond other rocist cheap labor camps around
Johonnesburg and Pretoria between June 16 and 20.
Unarmed, the Africans hod risen up against the use of
Afrikaors and Bantu and for the use of English as the
languoge of irstruction in the schools, ogainst the Bantu
Education Act, ogainst the partition of South Africa
intc o "White South Africa" ond a number of Bantu
"homelands, " and against the final disenfranchisemént
of the non-Europeans — the loss of South African citi-
zenship and notionality and the substitution of "home-
land" tribal and "ethnic” "citizenship." The implied
essence of the uprising wos the struggle for one undivided
non-racial nation.

The same basic issues remained central in the flare-ups
that continued throughout South Africo during August,
with more than 100 more Africare mossocred, ogain oc-
cording to official figures. There were mass boycotts of
the location schools and many of them were burned down.
The underlying motivation here was the demand to live
in the cities themselves as full ard equal citizens. Mis-
sionary churches were put to the torch around Johannes-
burg and later, in mid=August, near Port Elizabeth in
the Eastern Cape . The underlying motif was ogain the
same: rejection of white Anglican, Coatholic, aond Lik-
eral rocist and imperialist paternalism, the centuries-
old racial segregation of the European churches, and
their systematic indocirination and intellectual starva-
tion of the oppressed people ., In the Tramskei, which is
due to become "independent” on October 26, 1976,
tens of thowsands of students demonstrated against this
"Iindependence, " ogainst "ethnic self-determination, "
and for a single, common South African citizenship for
all; 286 students were arrested, In the "Botswana home=
land" the toilers bumed down the Botswona "parliament, ®
built by Prime Minister Vorster and his tribal Quislings
in Mafeking.

The content of the nationwide struggles waos the total
rejaction of rocial partition ond the demand For absolute
equdlity (which has nothing to do with the American
rocist-paternalist notion of "integration"); these were

the underlying characteristics of the struggle of the
workers and students. It was part of Vorster's strategy

to arrest not only the non-callaboraters, but also the
colloborators. By August 24 the total number arrested
since June 18 hod risen to more than 2,000; the offi-
cial death tell stood at 282, of whom only 3 wers white,
all of them policamen.

The Bantu Affgirs Department and the government, backed
by the pro-British United party and the Libaral "opposi=
" tock a "hord=soft" line against the uprising. The
"soft" side was to hold conferences with "leaders” in
Soweto, to make certain property concessions to an as-
piring ghetto trading and professional group, and to al-
lew the Bantustan chiefs, Matanzima, Buthelezi, and
others, to ossemble at Jon Smuts airport on August 21

to dencunce the repression of the anti-Bantuston strug-
gle and apartheid. The "hard line" was clearly spelled
eut by Michael Botha, a government minister, on August
20: "The urban blocks were present In the white arecs

to sell their labor and for nothing else, " he said. "Those
who accepted the citizenship of a tribal homeland would
be more welcome in white areas than those who did not, "
But the strugale of the Africors waos against both the
"hard" and "soft" line of the rocist "Boer"” regime,
British-created and bocked by the EEC, NATO, and

L. 5. imperialism,

tion,

Non-European unity

Against the background of the attempted generol strike
by more than 250,000 warkers near Johannesburg during
the first and third weeks of August and of the anti-tribal
struggles in the locations and "homelands" (cheap~labor
rural reserves), the struggle spread to Cape Province.

Ag g protest against the Bantuization of education and
citizepship, it was takén up by loyers of the so-called
colored population (defined by the Population Registro-
tion Act as "neither white nor black"). The government
failed to seal this section of the oppressed off fram the
African section. "Colored" students fram the tribal "col-
ored" "Bush college” ot Belville near Cape Town marched
in support of Soweto during the second week of August
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and many were arrested. Further "colored"-african
solidarity actions took place in the Western Cape on
August 24, after thirty workers and stodents (official
shatistics again) were killed in an African location out-
side Cape Town. Infarmation reaching this writer but

not reported in the Western press indicates that in Wor-
cester and other towns of the Western Cape "colored”
students defied police patrols and guard dogs placed out-
side the mission and the state school gates. And at the
glant "colored" locetion of Bontheuve!l, Cape Town,
police fired on a moss protest of 5,000 “colored" work-
e and students, killing several. Bontheuve! was sealed
off by palice on August 26-27 . These demonstrations
were againtt the Coloured Affairs Department and col-
ored tribalization as well as the Bantu Affairs Depart-
ment ond Bantu tribalization. Demonstrators declared:
"We will never stand with the whites, We stand together
with the Africans." This, together with non-collabora=
tion, is the heritoge of the Non=European Unity Move-
ment [NEUM]. The NEUM jtself clearly hos to be ra-
created by the new generation of non-collaborators along
with those of the ald generation who hove not succumbed
to abstention.

Westarn press reparts of anti=Indian riots in Soweto are
false. Accerding te information received by this writer,
one such incident was due to misteking on Indian for a
white, and in others Indians octuolly ossisted the Afri-
cans materially, and alse pelitically in two areas. Un-
less the "block consciousness" ogents of the government
divert the struggle, the government will be unable to
repeal the anti-lndian pogrom organized by the British
in Durban in 1949,
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glo-Boer asociate companies — the government made

a number of hasty "concessions. " These included an
offer to cancel Afrikaars & a compulsory language me-
dium in the schools. The students and teachers replied
with o demand for the withdrowal of police, the elimina-
tion of Bantu Affairs Department control, and the re-
lease of the arrested students and workers. The schools
were boycotted and burned down in some coses. The
Bontu education issue remained the central one, spread-
ing to all major locations in all the main city areas of
South Africa.

The Africon National Council {ANC) and the Commu=
nist party, never accustomed to making Bontu education
or the Bantustans a major political fssue, were cought
unowares . Winnie Mandelo and others in Johannesburg
suddenly found themeelves being offered the government-
controlled television to broodcast the expected and re-
quired militant speeches In order to draw the struggle
away from the major questions of Bantu education and
"homelands" and onte the usual "militont" ANC stunts
separating the "poss laws" from the central pelitical
issue,

When this ruling class maneuver failed, Winnie Mandela
and others were arresied. These arrests of members of

the AMNC and other groups, including SASC (South Af-
rican Students Organization), were designed partly to
terrorize the people and partly to hold up callabora-
tionist, supposedly militant leoders before them, The
some purpose was behind the arrest of the collaborationist
Democratic party "oppesition” to Matanzima in the
Tromskei "homeland, " for this partly made it-possible

for Matanzima, Vorster's Quisling, to use the Munga
{the fake "homeland parlioment ") to present himself as
the loyal opposition.

The latest concession of Varster and his Minister of Jus-
tice Kruger was to offer "home ownership" rights to the
hondful of petty-bourgeois aspirants in Soweta, They
would be allowed to own their own cages insteod of
renting them from the Bantu Affairs Department. This
move wos transparently designed to cut off o section of
the location exploiters against the teiling maosses, and
it was foredoomed to failure, becawte it wos precisely
ogainst the location system, os poart of the "homelands”
fraud, that the anti-Bantuization struggle in Soweto
was being woged .

For the same regson, Vorster's much-vounted concession
of August 8 — that the "residenis" of Soweto and other
locations would “run their own affairs" — wos in foct
not at all a concession but rather an intensification of
the Bantu "self-determination, " "autonamy, * and “seli=-
rule" policy of white domination. The regime's conces-
sions merely odded fuel to the fire,

During the last week of August, however, the gowvern-
ment, bocked by heads of the Chambars of Mining,
Commerce, and Industry, who began a witch-buns
agairst strikers, was partly successful in wing "Zoly™
collaborators to induce re-tribalized “impis™ [so=calisd
war parties) to attack sirikers ond students. Moes thon



thirty people were killed, some by police and some by
thugs, while the police watched from their EEC<built
armored cars.

The strike itself was 90 percent successful in the big
industrial areas of Langloogte and Industria and was
nearly 100 percent solid in the city department stores.
Mevertheless, there wos no strike in the big industrial
firms and the mines, the hub of the whole South African
economy, nor in the masive municipal services.

The Namibia concession to Germany

Paralle! to his "hard=-soft" reaction te Soweto, Vorster
announced that Namibia weuld become "Rully indepen-
dent" on December 31, 1978; until then it would be
ruled by an interim white-dominated government under
an African “chief." This was the First fruit of the Vorster-
Sehmidt-Kissinger talks held in Germany last June,
during which Schmidt, on behalf of German imperialism,
demanded "Independence” for Nomibia, which weuld
then become o neocolony in which the property of Ger-
man former Nazis, who still control @ large portion of
the econamy, would be guaronteed.

The SWAPO and ANC, along with their white CP, Lib=-
eral, Anglican, and Catholic patrons, are steeped in o
tradition of working within political apartheid., As late
os 1922 the CP itself colled for a "white socialist South
Africa" during a strike by white miners against the Afri-
can miners' being given the right to perform skilled
labor. After Tts formation by white labor aristocrats and
liberal Europeans, the CP ran opartheid unions and vie-
lated the nen-European boycalt of apartheid elections

by putting up white Communists o "native representa-
tives" under the MNative Representation Act of 1936,
During the first two years of the second world war the
CP collaborated with the MNationalist Boer pro=Mazis,
and later switched to support General Smuts and the
British empire. MNone of these parties paid serious atten-
tion to the Bantu Educotion Act or the Bantustans — un=-
til now, when they are trying to cash in on the indepen-
dent, self-organized struggles of the toilers. The toilers
are struggling against Bontuization because they know
that it s o major pillar of dispossession ard disenfron-
chisement. The oppressed worken of South Africa want
an end to this dispossession and disenfranchisement.
They want to disposses their dispossessors, to own the
whole of South Africa and to have full democratic rights
for all on @ non=racial (not multiracial, which is ac-
tually rocist) basis. There is only one bosis for self—de-
termination in South Africa: the expropriation of the
expropriators and the-enfranchisement of the oppressed.
This is one combined and inseparable demand . This in=
separability is precisely the dilemma of the Herrenvolk
imperialists, who know that they cennot separate the
question of property from the question of the franchise,
as they did in mest of the rest of Africa (Migeria, Kenya,
Tanzania, etc.).

The toilers of Soweto soid clearly: We don't want Soweto,
We don't want a Transkei Bantustan or its citizenship.

We don't want to "run cur own offairs" in Sowato or in
any ather of your labor camps. We don't want “separate
development." We don't wont "our own identity, " tri-
bal or "national, " which is the identity of segregated,
inferior cheap lobar slaves. We don't want to separate
or be separated . We don't want the partitioning of South
Africa into o white part and a black part, which is to-
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day's reality onyway. We reject the idea that the Xhosa
or the Zulu or the Sotho or the Tswaona are "nations., "
We reject the idea that the Boers are a nation, or the
English, or the Jews, or the whites as a whole. Although
it was not expressed explicitly, the cleor implied goal
of the rebel|ion was this: The dismontling of the entire
fabric aond machinery of separation and the building of
one undivided non=racial notion with full and equal
rights for oll and with the whole territory as the property
of one and only one nation. This ond only this is self-
determination for the oppressed of South Africa. And
this and only this is the implication of Soweto's rejec-
tion-of Bantu education and Bantustan "independence.”
Any separate state for any group Is a rocist fraud aimed
at perpetuating the status quo of white supremacy.

Soweto: a working-elass struggle

Soweto, Alexandra, ond the other "townships" in which
the June uprisings against Bantu education occurred are
working=closs lobor-camp ghettos, MNearly half of the
urban non-European working class (African, "colored, "
ard Indian) live in these "townships. " These lecations,
along with the compounds for mining and heavy industry
{these are mainly bochelor concentration camps for
cheap labor) le along the fomous Rand, a gold-bearing,
wranium, coal and Tndustrial-commercial belt some 100
kilometers long, with the city of Johannesburg as the
buckle of the belt., Most of the means of production in
this belt are owned by British imperialism, along with
other EEC imperialist investors, as well as U.5., Cano-
dian, Australian, and lsraeli capital. In other words,

it it o concentration of world capitalism.

The African workers in this belt live in giont rocial
ghettos cutside the cities of Johannesburg, Benonik,
Germisten, etc., far from ond excluded from the city
stroets, bars, cafes, parks, public buildings, cinemas,
theaters, swimming pools, schools, univemsities, hospi-
tals, and so on. They have no trade-union or political
rights. They cannot own houses or flats or chosse where
ta live, They do not even have the right to live perma-
nently in the peri=urban locotions, for their residence
there is strictly limited on the bosis of the old British-
imposed pass lows of the nineteenth century. The miners'
families live thousands of kilometers away, in the "Ban-
tustans, " which are rural, cityless, industrially starved
reserves of cheap labor. Likewise, the workers in heavy
industry and fransport are separated on a large scale
from their families and live in labor compounds or bar-
racks.

This "de-urbanization" of the proletariat is a long-stand=
ing policy of the ruling clas. It is coupled with the
denial of land to would=-be peasants. All this was created
ard is preserved mainly by British imperialism, The

Boers are mainly the managers; the white workers are
lober aristocrats and bureaucrats in a social allionce
with the Boer, British, and Europeon copitalists against
the non-European working class, which alone produces
surplus value in South Africa. Such is the basic social
structure, This was the class line-up into which Soweto

-

fitted as a major part of the South African industrial
working class (which is formally denied the right to do
skilled labor and is paid at urskilled rates for the skilled
labor it does perform in reality).

The Soweto workers fighting cpartheid form an integral
and basic part of the international proletariat. The foct
that history has not shaped this class in the clossic mold,
that it is not properly urban or industrial, is itself char-
acteristic of the specific semicolonial nature of this
praletariat. But a proletariat it is, and Soweto, like
Sharpeville in 1980, is port of the long history of inter-
notional labor in its struggle for emancipation from cap-
ital .

‘Self-determination’ and ‘independence
frands

The Vomster ragime, in colloboration with EEC and Amer-
ican imperialism and with the full support of all white
groups and "eultures” in South Africa (Afrikoons, En-
glish, Jewish, and German, mainly) is increasingly
counterposing the slogan of "self-determination"” to the
demand for unconditional, non-racial democrocy and
equality.

I countries like South Africa, in which the whites live
in an "imperialist country" and the non=whites ina
semicalony (or colony, as Trotsky said in his 1935 letter
to South Africa), the "national question" is different
from what it was in Tsarist Russio. In Russio the Tsars
had o policy of Russification, denying national rights

to the Georgions, Uzbeks, Poles, Cossacks, etc,, pre-
venting the formation of national states within the em-
pire, denying self-determination and secession. In South
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Africa, on the other hand, imperialism, both Boer and
British, haos always tried to create separate tribal mini-
states, has encouraged tribal languoges, sporsored "cul-
tural identity, " ond marked out separate territories for
white and "block" (the latter territories further divided
among Africans, Indians, and "colored"). The African
population was then additionally divided along artifi-
cially preserved ond sometimes recreated tribal lines.
The penultimate culmination of this was the policy of
indirect rule; the ultimate form s "“independent” Bantu
states, with all Xhosas holding citizership in Xhosalard,
all Zulws in Zululand, and all non-Eurcpeans lesing
South African citizenship. The whites, of course, would
then be the sole cifizers of the white Republic of South
Africa.

#s against the Russification policy of the imperialist

and racist Tsors, the oppressed peoples of Russia fought
for and, after the Russion revolution, won national self-
determination, autonomous republics with the right te
secede, which right wes in foct exercised insome coses,
#s against the racist self-determination policy of white
imperialism in South Africa, howewsr, the oppressed
stand for unity and equality, which iz opposed by the
Western-bocked racist regime of South Africa, The "self-
determination” sporsored by the regime boils down only
to this:

*Sinteen million Africans {or "Bantu") will have
tribal homelands without cities, industry, or wealth;

*The 2 million "colored” people, mainly in the
Cape, ond the 1 million Indians, mainly in Natal, will
be placed in o similar situation, In fact, on August 9,
after Sowets, Yorster oppointed a new commission to
odvise his government on how to fit the lotter twe groups
inta his partition scheme . The previous commission had
recommended that steps be token toward political infe-
gration of them, but this wos rejected by the govern-
ment in 1976, The foct that sections of the "colored”
oppressed risked their lives in demonstrations supporting
the Soweto struggle during the first two weeks of August
shows that any oftempt by the regime to tum the "col-
oreds” into whites will not work, nor is it likely to be
ccceptable to either side, It would invalve equalization
of wages, which would ruin white-owned industry and
farming in the Cape and Notal, It would also be the
thin edge of the wedge of general political equality
ond social integration, the type of reform that would
tend to escalate;

“The four and a half million whites will remain the
sole citizens ond owners of 90 percent of the land aren
of South Africa, holding oll the cities; railways, hor=
bors, oirports, mines, farms, universities, hospitals,
and natural resources. In fact, it s the whole of South
Africa to which both the white cppressors and the black
oppressed lay claim, and neither will or can accept o
state or citizenship in less than this whole. In this con-
text, any “self-determination” or "autonomy" for any
particular ethnic group is entirely a white racist con-
cept. This defines the national question in South Africa.
The only possible solution is equal and full citizenship
in o single non=reciol state, a the Mon-Eurcpean Unity
Movement has always said,

Iunnlumm

An integral part of the policy of Bantuization is local

o |f=rule"” within each location and compound inside
the separate white state of South Africa, the 70 percent
of the territory left to the whites affer partition. Inside
Soweto, for example, which like most locations s al-
ready divided into artificial tribal unity, there will be
a new tribal form of the old Location Advisory Boards,
The Xhosos in Soweto will "run their own affairs, "
which mears the compulsory wse of Xhosa as @ medium
in the schools in order to further the process of tribali-
zation. The Zulws will have "their own councils, " with
Zulu as the language medium, as well as Zulu-speaking
schools, and so on. There may be an "inter-tribal" coun-
cil for the whole location of one and o half millian
pecple. They will have "their own" tribal police to
keep "order." all this is not conjecture but the "salu-
tion" to the Soweto problem announced by Vorster,
Bothe, and Kruger on August 9.

This offer of local self-rule for non-citizens lacking

all rights, future immigrant workers holding citizenship
in some remote Bantustan, wae forcefully rejected by
the people of Soweto and Alexandra immediately as
Vorster made his announcement. The rejection took the
form of burning government bulldings, schools, and
transport, and o largely successful general strike, which
lasted for three days. In Sowets alone, some 200,000
workers stayed off the [ob, These actions were not stoged
ot the work places or in the citiss, whare the white re-
gime is in complete control and the whites a majority,
But in the ghettos themselves, The strikes clearly said:
"We don't want Soweto, we waont Johannesburg! We
don't want locations and Bantustans, we want the whole
of South Africa for averybody!" And Tt was this implied
but deep~seated rejection of "self-determination” ond
instead the demand for full democratic rights which
coused Varster to say thot his location Quislings were
no longer "able or willing" to colloborate with him.

The imperialist gold-mining and financial multinational
corporatiors that really own South Africo are beset by
the recession, which hos offected South African gold
shares and the price of gold ikelf (especially, porodos-
ically, during the upturn). A boycott by labor in the
imperialist countries of South African imports ond ex-
ports, especially gold, uronfum, diamonds, oil, and
arms, would deeply ossist the South African proletariat
in its struggle against rocism and apartheid. The boycott
is debosed and made meaningless by the Communist party
ard ANC would-be collaborators and by the Westem
liberals and World Council of Churches, whose consti=
tuents have heavy investments in South Africa. It can
become o weapon of liberation anly if it is based on the
principle of non-calloboration with Tmperialism, that is,
if it becomes an international working=class weapon,
This requires patient explanation, industrial action,

ard a self-interested "socrifice" of immediate and na-
tional interests to the long-term and international ist
ones of the world proletariat, of which the werkers of
Johannesburg, Soweto, Port Elizabeth, Cope Town,

ard the "homelands" are o bosic and inseparable part,

August 25, 1576
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THE
FINAL

ASAULT

by PEDRO AGUIRRE

A the moment when the mass movemen! is preparing
for its final battle against the Francoist dictatorship,
all the contradictiors barn of Spanish capitalist devel-
cpment are sharpening In on exiroord inary manner.
Spanish society has been transformed into a developed
copitalist saciety, But this tramsformation has occurred
within the framework of a bloady and repressive dicra-
torship. all the contradictiors and corruption charoc=
teristic of imperialist decline are thus being doubly in-
tensified within the Spanish state,

The social compesition of the country has changed sub-
stantially . Already the active population in the coun=

tryside represents no more than 25 percent of the total

population, The greater part of the population fs con-

centrated in the greot industrial cities ond the working
closs represents mare than 70 percent of the fotal popu-
fatian.

But this process of copitolist tramformation hos not been
occompanied by substantiol structural reforms. Sponish
capitalism hos relied on completely axternal factors For
its "mirocle” of industriolization: the incomes of the
workers forced to emigrate to other European countries,
the Income from touritm, foreign investment, etc. To-
day, when the crisis of international capitalism is being
openly manifested, the structural weakness of Spanish
copitalism is lTkewise becoming patent, along with its
lack of competitive strength compared with Europe, Ifs
inability to grant significant improvements to the maoss
movemeant in the country, and so on.

For years the maintenance of the dictatorship o8 o spe-
cific form of bourgeois rule enabled the ruling elass to
extroct superprafits through the superexploitation of the
workers and to prevent the argonization of the mass
movement. But throughout the Fifteen years of struggles
since the generaol strike of the Asturian miners in 1962,
the mass movement has been imposing its positions, has
increased ifs organization, drawn in all the oppressed
sactors behind its mobilizations, ond hos now signed
the death warrant of the Francoist dictatorship.

8

The regime thot arose out of the defeat of the proletariat
in the civil wor is no longer useful for Sponish capitalism.
It is no longer capable of preventing the working class
fram fighting for its econemic demands or from organizing.
The number of strikes has risen o levels comparable to
those of the most combative countries of Europe, Can-
currently, the maintenance of the dictatoship consti-
tutes -an extrocrdinary factor of politicization ineach

of the mobilizations; the lack of legal chonnels for or=
gonization stimulates the self-orgonizotion of the masses.
Finally, the dictatorship olso comtitutes an obetacle to
the organization of the bourgeocisie itself into political
parties.

Spanish capitalism has been conscious of this reality

for some time now, But It hos run into o total imposse

in offering o solution. To immediately abandon the dic-
tatorship, to do so without arganizing ils own forces
while confronting @ workers movement and o number of
workers parties with greot experience in organization,
would run the risk of opening up on occalerated process
taward proletarion revelution, which the bourgeoisie
and the reformist parties would ba uncble to divert into
parliamentary channels, But te maintain the dictatorship
mean! fo incregse the paliticization and organization

of the mass movement and to allow it growing experience
in united octivity. The means by which Spanish copi-
talism attempted to escape from this impasse was the
“reform of the dictatorship.” The first government of
Juan Carlos became the agency charged with carrying
this process forward.

Failure of the first government

The essentiol chjective of the project of reform of Fron=
coism was to ovoid on open confrontation with the mods
movement, fo avold the overthrow of the dictatorship
through the direct action of the masses, to aveid the
opening of a prerevolutionary process. Sponish capitalism
hoped to be able to succeed in tramsforming the dicto-
tarship inte a strong state before this confronfotion come




about. Winning some legitimocy for the monarchy in

the eyes of the masses lay in the center of this operation,
This required thot the Communist party of Spain (PCE —
Partido Comunista de Espafal and the far left remain
illegal, while the development of the bourgeois parties
ard the Social Democracy would be fostered and condi=
tions would be created that would permit o future trode=
unton division in the workers' ranks.

Achievement of this project required thot three condi=-
tions be met: ability to establish an "internal poct" with
the opparatus of the dictatorship; integration of the
"democratic opposition” into the plan; and demobiliza-
tion of the moss movement,

Far fram occepting the reform of the dictatership, how-
ever, the apparatus of the regime fiercely oppoted it
Thus, the government, the realization of whose project
hod to be effected through the Cortes (the Francoist
“parlioment ") and the Comsejo del Reino (Council of
the Realm), ran inte open opposition from these bodies.
Mor wat the democratic bourgeoisie able 1o be inte-
grated . From the beginning It was aware of the odvan-
tages the government’s project would grant it, ond some
of its spokesmen did not fail to indicate this openly.

The reform of the dictatorship held out the pessibility
of making up for lost time; of organizing more solidly,
ard of allowing the Social Democracy to gain strength
while the PCE and the orgonizations of the for leff would
remain illegal. But the democrotic bourgeoisie could
not epenly and actively compromise with this project,
To do so would have risked precisely the loss of any
possibility of legitimizing Tts "democratic” charocter

in the ayes of the mass movement. The action of the
“democratic bourgeoisie” hod to be cenfered an ochliev-
ing @ poct with the workers orgonizations on the bosis
of the bourgeoisie's own program whereby the bourgeai-
sie would attempt to remain the protagonist of the mass
movement while preparing the conditions for compelling
the traditional werkers parties to impose o “social poct”
on the workers movement in order to moke it possible

to prevent the end of the dictotorship from being trans-
formed into the beginning of the revalution, This would
grart capital a margin for maneuver in order to recon-
struct the bourgeois state and would deﬁniﬁuﬂy assure
the time needed for resolving the crisis of Spanish copi-
talism,

But Tt was above all the mass movement that resoundingly
breught down and destroyed the projects of the st gov-
emment of the monorchy . After the death of Franco the
mass movement, with the working closs in the lead,
launched the greatest mobilizations of the past forty
years. And within this process the general strike of Vi-
toria, the massive ond viclent confrontation with the
repressive forces, the general strike of solidarity in
Euzkadi (o million people participating), and the sali-
darity demonstrations throughout the Spanish state con=
stituted the final end of the government project, the
practical proof of the impossibility of “anticipating”

the action of the masses.

General lines of the evolution of the

L]
mass movement
Fram its origin the present moss movement has been
marked by some original characteristics which have de-
Fined its development since the beginning of the 19505
and have forged its capacity for resistance and offen-
sive against the dictatorship. Today these charocteristics
continue to shape the final essoult on Froncolsm and
contain the key to the future activity of the masses,

The profoundly unitary character of the mass movement
hos been decisive on the one hand for the protagonist
role of motor force which has been assumed by the in-
dustrial proletariat in the battle against the dictator-
ship and exploitation in such a way that the other ex-
ploited and oppressed sectors hove come into action by
passing through the breeches opened up in the Francoist
armor by the struggles of the workers, and on the other
hand for the clarity with which the workers and pecple
have perceived the existence of a common enemy, the
dictatorship. An immense aspiration for unity in octicn
ond octive solidarity has been present in all the workers
ard peaple's mobilizations, from the 1962 miners strike
ta the Vitoria general strike,

Today this aspiration has become o decisive foctor in
the situation; no communist policy can situate ittelf on
the morgins of this cspiration, and still less in opposi=
Hon to it,

The unevenness of experience and mass comsciousness
has been a product in the first ploce of the objective
confrodictions within which the working closs took shape
during the postwor period, the accelerated sociol re-
structuring that was at the origin of capitalist develop-
ment in the country beginning in 195 and the corge-
quent effects on tha natienal question and regional in-
equalities, Second, this unevenness i the product of
the illegality imposed by the dictatorship on the organi-
zation of the workers, which mode the existence of
stable mass arganizations impossible, thus making it
difficult to accumulate and transmit the experiences
undergone by the mass movement. Third, it grows out

of the reformist illusiors peddled by the proctice of the
PCE, the major subjective ohstacle to cvercoming this
unevenness, to waging comprehentjve struggles under
preletarion leadership, which are summed up today in
the general strike against the Francoist monorchy.

The new rise of the mass movement since the degth of
the dictater, the incorporation of the immense majority
of the workers and popular sectors into the struggle, the
continuity these struggles have ocquired, the imposition
of a certain margin of legality on the dictatorship, the
exparience of general struggles of a political charocter
(amnesty, for example) and of struggles for economic

*The following section is drown from the resolutions of
the mecent congress of the Lige Comunista Revoluciona-
ria/Euzkadi to Askatasuna=V| [LCR/ET A-VI — Revolu=
tionary Communist Le:lguuﬂ!qqm Motion and Freedom-
Sixth Assembly), a sympathizing orgonization of the
Fourth International in Spain,
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demands in various sectors waged on o state-wide (banks,
telephones, health, teaching) or regional scale {con-
struction, metals, textiles, ete.) have all modified this
unevenness In o twofald sense:

*On the one hand, extending both the upper and lower
limits of the activity of the masses in which more basic
levels of organization and consciousness are appearing
{"legal" strikes and demonstrations with the applauding
of the police, strictly legal organizational forme} olong
with lavels higher than those ever achieved before
{strikes led by assemblies or coordinating bodies of dele-
gates, the Viteria general strike, maisjve demonstrations
for omnesty and the dissolution of the repressive corps,
ete. )

* Un the other hand, a shift "to the left" of the entire
activity of the masses is occurring, which raises the
average political and organizational level,

The disorganization end "otomization" of the workers
has been the fundamental political function of the Fran-
coist dictatorship, For yeors it was only during the peaks
of the mest radical struggles that the moss movement
achieved o direct organizational form: the awsembly.
Linder these conditions, the workers movement created
the sort of orgonization for its vanguord best suited to

its situation of illegality: the workers commissions,

Thus, while it prevented the stable organizotion of the
mauses, the dictatorship simultaneously stimulated the
masses' instinct for self-organization, even though this
could occur only in temporary and discantinuous farma
having diverse content, from the "passive" assemblies
ta the csiemblie: as decision-moking centers, The lotter
Ferme arcee especiolly in the big industrial centers with
the greatest tradition of struggle ond less frequently in
more dispersed sectors or those more separated fram the
"school of organization” the capitalizt factory repre-
sents for the workers,

These conditions account for the sort of developmeni
that gave rise fo the great desire for arganization with
which the mass movement greated the disoppecrance of
the dictator, a development in which two organizational
processes of distinct political content were intimately

combined:

*On the ene hand, a firm aspiration to recomstruct the
mass organizations that are "natural” in capitalist so-
ciety, especially the trode unions but also popular
neighborhood orgonizations, sectoral organizations
(women, youth, etc.), and so on;

* On the other hand, o search for forms of self-orgoni=-
zation bosed on the direct exercise of workers democ-
racy, forms copoble of assembling the working class

ard all the populor sectors instruggle, which concen-
trate all their authority in the ronk ond file and see
themselves os capable of responding to any sort of so-
cial, pelitical, o economic problem: the price~watch
commifiess thot have appeared in some neighborhoods
== the committees to investigate Francoist crimes which

have arisen in some areas of Euzkodi respond to partic=
ular themes in this process. The tendency to lend orga-
nizational support to solidarity and overall struggles,
which has been manifested, for example, inthe post
struggles in the Madrid educational system, goes in the
same direction, And, above all, the extersion of the
experiences of coordination of delegate assemblies,

the greot ecquisition of struggles since the beginning
of this year, serves to verify the depth of this desire

for self-organization.

The most important thing is to understand that these two
processes are not mutually exclusive, but on the con-
trary emerge s linked in proctice within this great over-
all attempt ot orgonic recompasition of the mass move=
ment through which we are now living. The movement's
conquest of legality will produce o combined develop=
ment of these processes in such a way that the construc-
tion of the trode unions in particular will itself have a
strong content of self-orgonization and will coexist
with experiences of direct self-organization in the fac-
tortes, neighborhoods, and so on.

The contrediction between the levels of combativity

on the one hand and political consciousness on the other
has been another of the bosic characteristics of the mass
movemant, The workers have hod the experience of re=
peatedly hoving to wage prolonged and very difficult
battles to win minimal demands; there has thus developed
an unquenchable combotive will, a profound hatred for
the dictatorship, and an immense longing for liberty,
The mass movement hos ocquired o well-developed anti-
copitalist instinct, but ifs consciousness has not yet been
able fo clearly assimilate the experiences of the con-
sclows ond direct struggles agoinst the bourgecisie in

all it palitical variants. Francolsm hos octed simulta-
neously as a stimulant to the politicization of the move-
ment, which hat had to canfront the repressive instru-
ments of the dictatorship, and os a veil obscuring the
octual onticopitalist content of the movement's activity,

Since the death of the dictator, the masses have enfered
an occeleraoted process of politicization. They want to
be active politically, have seen liberty within their
grosp and have fought for it, awokening all the demands,
all the "running accounts, " of Forty yeors of exploita-
tion and oppression, Undoubtedly; their "democratic
illusione” hawve not only been maintained but have even
been extanded, but these illusiors ore permanently sub-
jected to the test of action. The attitude with which
the mass movement has opproached government "roler=
ance" is exemplary in this regord, Understanding that
the decapitation of the dictatorship held sut unprece-
dented possibilities for moking use of legality and for
winning o de facto "legolity” going well beyond that
allowed by the Francoist legal code, the workers, guid-
ing themselves on the basis of the effectivensss of oc-
tion without making a fetish of either legolity or ille-
gality, mode extensive use of the Candidaturas Unitarias
Democréticas (CUD — Democratic Unitary Candidacies)
during the trade-union elections ond the Neighberhood
Associations, as well as verious semilegal organizations,



especiolly those of an anti-repressive character, while
always maintaining the assembly in the ceater of their
arganization. When the narrow limits of this "tolerance”
became clear, the movement, in spite of the legalism
and general moderation of the majority workers leoder-
ships, quickly developed the appropriate slogans (disso-
lution of the repressive corps, exaction of resporeibility
for Francoist crimes, rehiring of workers fired for trode-
union activity, ete.) ond the proper orgars {delegates)
for the new experiences.

Thus, os always occurs during Tmpetuous upsurges of the
mass movement, clas consciousness began to become
"the most dynamic foctor in the situation”; leops forward
in the situgtion of the mosses that would hove taken
years urder normal conditions new occurred in @ matter
of days.

The weokness of the hegemony of the PCE iz a foctor
which palitical ly sums up {in both its aspects, "weok-
ness” and “hegemony”) all the charocteristics mentioned
above, The sssential inability of the historic Social
Democrocy to fulfill its political role under conditions
of clandestine existence permitted the PCE to play the
palitical role of reformism without competition; Tt is

on this that Tts hegemony over the mais movement s
based . But the whole objective dynamic of the struggles
hos repeatedly come into practical contradiction with
the pacifist ard eonservative |ine of the PCE, within
which the octivity of the masses is suppoted to have the
exclusive function of exerting pressure. Because of this
there have been rather frequent instances of the reform=-
ist leadership's being massively outflanked and mobiliza-
tions hove cccurred thot have escaped reformist control
from the outset (especially in Euzkodi). These factors
explain how revelutionary positions more or less comls-

tent with a line of class independence have, in compe-
tition with this reformist hegemony, acquired a moss
oudience and hove been able to contest in proctice the
PCE's leadership of the movement and often to win that
leadership. There is no doubt that these instances of
outflanking are not irreversible and do not represent
any political break with reformism by the masses, but
they have meant an occumulation of experiences, of
acquisitions of the movement, which embody the exist-
ing possibilities of apenly joining the battle with re-
formism for leadership of the mobilization of the masses.

This generalization of the movement, the First phase of
which we are now experiencing, has glready implied
and will imply even more strongly in the Immediate
future the growth of the troditional erganizotions, not
only the PCE but also and espacially the PSOE (Partido
Sozialista Qbrers Espanial — Spanish Socialist Wa-kers
party, the Secial Democracy). But this growth does not
eliminate the possibilities of intervention by revelution=
aries, who will extensively reap the fruits of the "shift
to the left" of the activity of the masses to which we
referred above,

The hegemany of the PCE will be contested both by the
Social Democracy and by the far left; its-political line
will thus fes| the affects of having to moke concessiom
to the bourgecisie and the workers simultenesusly, The
relatiorship of forces within the mass movement os a
whole will toke on an extreme mobility, which will be
reflected in processes of recomposition and internal ari-
ses within the variows political currents.

Thiz totality of charocteristics is now acting within the
movement ai a system of forces whose resul s will alter
the leadership according to the concrete course of events,
but the basic throst will persist: the class polarization

of Sponish society,

Sudrez: a transitory government

Big capital has clearly become aware of the faflure of
the project of "reforming the dictatorship.” From the
very moment of its formation, the second government

of King Juon Carlos publicly affirmed its trarsitory char-
acter. The Sufirez government totally lacks ony program
for responding to the key problems of Spanish capitalism,
lts entire cparation is cimed ot fostering o grodual ero-
sion of the relationship of sozial forces in order to allow
the bourgeoisie to acquire the possibility of establishing
a new palitical stability based on the Christion Demoz=
racy and the Social Democracy. This hos been the mean-
ing of all the Initiatives taken up to now:

*The attempt to defuse the jssue of amnesty and above
all to rob it of its content os an immediate congquest.
The amnasty granted by the government affected nearly
all the militonts of the PCE wha were in prison. But
many members of the ETA and the LCR/ET A=V, the
areat majority of them Basque militants, continue to
languish in Francoist jails; in foct, conditions in these



prisons have even worsened, The basic objective of the
government is to make the mass mavement accept an
evolution by stagss in this domain as well as in others.
While clevarly lamenting the limits of the scope of this
amnesty, on important part of the supposedly "indepan-
dent” press hos claimed that with the "goncession of
amnesty” the basic problems now shift to different polit=
ical themes. Even Felipe Gonzélez, secretary general
of the PSOE, has contributed to the orientation of tha
gavernment, explaining that total amnesty would be
nassible only under o “provisional government.”

* accelerating the division of the workers movement o
the odvantage of the Social Democracy through direct
and privileged negatiation with the Social Democrocy.
Behind the surfoce oppesrance of simple exchanges of
impressions, the meetings of the president of the govern=-
mant with Socialist leaders and above all with Felipe
Ganzdlez himself are aimed ot pursuing this objective.

* Maintaining the "principle” of the illegality of the
PCE, not becouse It is believed that this illegality is
really a principle, but In on atfempt tosecure greater
concessions and above all to make sure that the work=
&3 party that holds hegemony will occept the mposi-
tion of the “social pact.”

*Reduzing "tolerance” of the activity of the masses:
minimal broodening of controllable legal activity com=
bined with greater rigidity in regard to whatever be-
cames uncontrollable; systematic repiession of siraet
actions; omganization or pargorganization of proveca=
tiwe actions; intensification of repression on questions
that are "non-negatiable, " such ot the monarchy, the
army, sirike pitkeh. arch 80 On.

Economically, the activity of the government is also
reduced to teking toctical meosures. On the one hand
to place leadership of economic policy directly in the
hands of big copital, on the other hand to delay any
neasures of economic stabilization until the general
alections have been held so that greoter Yoalitical con-
Fidence” can exist in the mass movement. In view of
the facts that this year's inflation rate will be the high~
et ever, the problem of unemployment (there were
nearly o million unemployed ot the end of lost year)
has not been braached, Spanish capitalism is still far
from being oble to keep up with the relative econamic
reactivation that has begun in Europ2, the entry of cur=
rency has diminished considerably, and 5o on, this
means that the gavernment will face the coming autumn
ard winfer, when the labor contracts will come up far
renewal, [na very lough social atmosphere.

The democratic opposition: broaden the
l“ct|

It is significont that the formation of the Coordinacidn
Democrétics, which "overcame"” the previous division
batween the Junta Democrética and the Plataforma de
Conavergencia Democrética, occurred immediately after
the Vitaria events.(1) With the Coordinacién, the dem-
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ocratic bourgeoisie sought to provide itself with a body
that would really be able to perform the function of
coming to an agreement with the gavarnment over the
"peaceful trarsition, " the definitive abandoning of the
dictatorship. Hence, the fundamental cbiective for
which the CD was creoted was simply to exist in order
to bring this pact about, Initiatives of mass mobiliza=-
tion, even reduced and controlled mobilization, were
axcluded From the CD's program. But the enormous pres=
sure of social struggle prevented the CD from remaining
completely lockad into these positions. If it hod not
responded to the demands of the movement, and in portic-
ular if it hod remained totally inuctive an the question
of the political prisoners, the CD would have begun to
lose its credibility in the eyes of the masses. This is
what induced the Coordinacién to call @ pro—amnesty
week at the beginning of the summer. But if it hoped

ta be able to control these demonstrations, the CD mode
a big mistoke . In each province and city up and down
the Spanish state tens of thousand of people came into
the streets, most often clashing with the repressive forces,
combining slogans on omnesty with calls for the dissolu=
tion of the repressive corps and the exaction of respon-
sibility for the crimes of the dictatorship.

This open cutflanking of "amnesty week" and the conse-
quent effects on the moneuven of the new government
have reshaped the activity of the democratic oppasition,
inducing it to toke @ new step to the right in its orien-
tation:

* adapting itself to the Sufirez government’s "transforma=
tion by stages, " the democratic oppesition has begun

to develop the theory of partial conquests, conguests
which in any event are no more thon promises in most
cases. The "demacratic break® ond the provisional gov=
ernment, Up to now oxes of the opposition's orientation,
have given way fo the theory of a "government of brood
representation” or a "government of brood democratic
consensus” which would serve to "prepore” general elec-
tions,

*The democratic opposition is now seeking new pact
structures in which the PCE would still be present, but
with less weight than it has in the CD, bodies which
above all would be exclusively frameworks for pacts,
with no pretensions in regord te mobilizations. The re=




cent documents of the "32" ond the "44," the Cena de
Aravaca, " and so onl2) represent variouws forme of pre-
paring structures for pacts that are broader (in the direc-
tion of the bourgeais right) then the Coordinocidn De~
mocrdtica and that reduce the already minimal program
of the CD.

*In this serse the role of the CD must continue to be
mainly to assert its mere existenice. It is symptomatic
that it was after the very success of amnesty week that
there began to be more insistent talk that the CD was
"in troubled waters" (as was pointed out by Tamames,
the PCE reprasentative in the CD). In reality, even con-
tralled and limited mobilizations are scarcely compatible
with the negotiating projects, when both sides are sup-
posed to be working within the some bady., The CD is
ever mare clearly a vehicle (within which the bourgeois
oppasition stands side by side with the two mojor workers
parties) through which the Christian Democracy and

the PSOE are camying out only o small part of their
palicy. The maintenance of this body corresponds only
to the need to maintain the illusions of the mass move-
ment in some sort of pact organ and to an attempt to
confine the activity of the masses ta tha limits laid down
by the interclass bloc. The PCE ond the three Maoist
organizations that are part of the CD have exactly the
function of transmitting this poctist policy to the moss
movement,

"Finally, the democratic opposition is seeking to estab-
lish & political framewerk that permits strict contral ower

the poce of the transition from dictatorship to democroey,

The ottempts to work out o new comstitution, the search
for o single body through which te negetiate on the
scale of the entire Spanish state, the ottempts to con-
cretize governmental plans, the drawing up of "shadow
cobinets" (leaving adequate room for those sectors of
the regime willing te negotiare) — all this is arientad
toward convincing big capital and the army that it is
possible to "take the plunge” without causing the defini-
tive explosion of the social crisis. The attitude of the
PCE itself toward the U. 5. military bases in the Spanish
state, affirmed by Sontiago Carrille himself, who said
that the Communist party does not demand the disman-
tling of these boses under the new democratic state, is
also aimed at winning the confidence of big capital .

Our alternative

A central question is now posed for the moss movement:
What more is needed to got rid of the dictatership? The
working class ond all the oppressed sectors have woged
repeated struggles, undergone constant experiences of
general strikes, ozcupied the streets, and utilized all
available forms of struggle, legal and illegal, But the
dictatorship has not yet been overthrown. The majority
workers parties have refused to offer o mass oction po-
litical response to this question, Their pacifist palicy
requires the subordination of the movement to the pro-
grams and projects of the bourgecisie.

For.us, the response-is composed of four elements, which
taken together define the political alternative to the
present situation: the battle for Immediate election by
universal suffroge of a Coastituent Assembly: the battle
for the formation of National Assemblies that parmit the
immediote self-determination of the oppressed nation-
alities; the mobilization to carry the overthraw of Fran-
coism through to the end; and, through all this, ond
combining it with all the social demands of the mosses,
the bottle for the orgonization of the gznzral strike,

Immed iate elections ta a Constituent Assambly

~ The government's refusal to legalize the whole of
the moss movement and the workers parties as well as
the conciliatory attitude of the demacratic apposition,
which seeks a "constituent" pericd under the contral

of a strong state with significant restrictions on the Full
exercise of democratic rights, Tmply the refusal of all
of them to foce immediate democratic elections in which
the decisive weight of the mass movement would ba ex-
pressed in the conquest of clear positions of strength
for the workers organizations, despite all the limits ond
deformations of elections in reflecting the relatiomship
of class forces,

But the maoss movement now possesses sufficient strength
to defeat all the plans of the bourgesisie. The imme-
diate convocotion of o Constituent Assembly megns the
legalization of all the political and trade-union arga-
nizations and the full exercise of democratic rights, in
short, the erd of the dictatorship, It thus comstitutes
the central political slogon today by which to stimulate
the activity of the masses against the Francoist regime
ord by which to confront any mansuver that, in the
name of "democrocy” or "democratic consensus, " de=
prives the movement of the right to provide itself with
the comtitution and government it chooses itself. Merged
with this battle, the raising of the slogan "For the Re-
public” must serve the mass movement to cppose the of-
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tempts, occepled by the democratic opposition and the
leading workers parties, to maintain the monarchy o
the guarantar of the stability of the bourgeais regime.

Self-Determination. National Assemblies

The notional question has become one of the mos!
acute problems of the class struggle In the Sponish state.
The general sociol crisls which constitutes the essentiol
charac teristic of the present situation has generated o
growing wave of radicalization ogeinst one of the essen-
tial elements of the Froncoist dictatorship: ultracen-
tralism, the fierce repression of any form of expression
af the nationalities. The present government has been
compelled to freeze the project of "regionalization”
that had been initioted by Froga, minister of the Inter-
ior in the previous gavernment, conscious that this
project would serve only to sharpen the struggle of the
oppressed nationalities. Maintaining national unity
"gbove oll else" and rejecting any "negotiation” in
this domain, the government is attempting to find com-
pramise salutions with the "democratic” bourgzoisie of
the nationolities under which this bourgeoisie commits
inelf to uphold acceptable projects thet integrate the
present sensitivity of the masses. This hos been the es-
sential objective of the contacts between the govern-
ment ard the Cotalonion democratic opposition.

For their part, the reformist workers porties are toking
many initiatives to find pact formulos that are acceproble
fo the bourgesisie of the nationolities and avoid the
proletariat's revalutionory sssumption of the strupgle
ogoinst national oppression, The gemeral political frame-
work of this poalicy is summed up In the slogan for the
"autonomy stotus® granted during the Seguna Republic,

a status which amounted to dependence on the decisions
of the central Cortes and implied absolute rejection of
the exercise of the right of self-determination by the
oppressed nationalities, The farmation of the Consell

de Forces Politiques(3) (Council of Political Forces) in
Cotalonia (in which only bourgeois parties and the

PCE participate) and the suppo:t to the Basque Govern-
ment (whose basic force is the Basque Naotionalist party)
in Euzkadi ore the concrete ways in which the PCE is
attempting to integrate the radicalization of the op=
pressed nationalities into its interclass projects,

Ae agairst thit, we revolutionary Marxists affirm the
sovereign right of the Catalonian, Basque, ond Golicion
peoples 1o decide for themselves what sort of relations
they want to maintain with the rest of the Spanish state;
we pledge ouselves to completely respect this decision,
even if it is to seporate ond form an independent state,
OFf course, we believe that in the present historical
situation separation would not constitute the most ode-
quate alternative for the interests of the proletariot and
people of these naticnalities. We believe that in the
present circumstances the most odequate fromework is

a federal republic of all the national ities and regions
that are now under the Spanish state, But we offirm the
right of all these nationalities to separate; we defend
the immediate exercise of the right of self-determina=
tion of all of them ai an inalienable principle. We thus
reject any other measure that does not include this right.

Naither the central Comstituent Assembly nor the “pro-
visional governments" imposed on the Basque, Galician,
ond Catalonion masses represents a real political solu-
tion to national cppression, nor do they have any right
to interfere with or control national self-determination.
The slogan of the election by univensal suffrage of @
sovereign National Assembly for eoch of the nationali-
tles which would guarantee national self-determination
is the objective that responds to this problem,

Complete the destruction of the dictatorship

Asingle virus con infect the whole country again.
This s an idea we stress constantly in our agitation, The
bourgeoisie is attempting fo base itself on a substantial
part of the dictotorship to reconstruct the new "demo-
cratic" stote, The dictatosship has bean the specific
form taken by the bourg=ois state for forty years. Ifs
complete dismantling comtitutes o real danger for the
closs power of the copitalists, But the mass mavement
cannot agree that the democrotic liberties it wins can
be defended and guaranteed by the same rifles that mur=
dered five revalutionaries a little less thon o year ogo
or by the same repressive corps that have massocred
every demonstration ond mobilization. The disselution
of the repressive corps, the dismantling of all Francoist
legistation, ond the exaction of resporsibility for all
the crimes of the dictatorship comtitute objectives that
the moss movement cannot abandon.

In oddition, the repressive corps form the bosis from
which the foscist attocks ore orgonized and carried out.
From Montejurra to the kidnopping ond probable murder
of "Pertur, " a militant of the ETA-V, to the murder of
MNormy Menchaca in Santurce to the altacks on the

"del Antiguo" neighborhood in San Sebastidn to the
socking of the Usero youth club in Madrid, the foscist
commandos have been created out of the repressive
forces themselves, espacially the pelitical police and
the Guardia Civil.(4) The struggle agoinst all this must
be prepared immediately. The committess to investigate
the Santurce crime and the Pertur kidnapping and the
antifascist vigilance committees that have begun to be
set up are the inttruments of struggle ond ergonization
with which to take this battle forward today and with
which to assure tomorrow's fight for the complete destrue-
tion of the murderouws dictatorship,

Organize the general strike

The perspective of the general strike and its use as
the central slogan of times like the present correspond
to four objectives:

* Unification of the central political slegars and
the economic and social demands of the masses, cen=
tralizing the struggle to bring down the dictatorship and
the anticapitalist mobilization inte a single battle.

*Development of the centralization of the organs
the masses have created for the struggle, from the wark-
ers commissions and workers porties to the foctery strike
commithees.

*To make the motor-force of the mass movement in
the overthrow of the dictatorship a living and conscious
factor in the octivity of the movement itself, combat-



ing the attempts of the demacratic bourgeoisie and the
reformist parties o make the conguest of democracy ap-
paor as the result of their pacifist policy.

*Tao cut the ground from under the policy of "par-
tial conquests"” adopted by the democratic opposition,
to place the necessity for the overthrow of the dictator-
ship in the very center of the activity of the masses,

A decisive autumn

The battles of coming months will be decisive for the
political sltuation in the Spanish state. Through these
battles the mass movement will have the cppartunity to
bring down the dictatorship definitively.

The labor negatiations

"""" The sconomic decisions adopted by the government
mean that the mass movement will face unsual tough-
ness from the employers, with the threot of unemploy-
ment and repression; in addition, the bourgeacisie will
attempt to exacerbate trode-union division.

As agairst this, the working class will be cble to triumph
anly if it streangthens the weapons it has forged in the
course of the first months of this yeor: comprehemive
struggles, united platforms of demands, asemblies and
delegates (of these ossemblies) for negotiations, and

the strike .

The collapse of the CNS (the officiol, vertical union)
has already gone so far that the employers themselves
beliave that it has ceosed to be useful For negotiating
controcts. To attempt to bose the organization of the
struggle for trode-union demands solely on the structures
af militant CNS delegates would be o serious error,

In order to stimulate self-orgonization and a united
struggle coordination is necessary, genuine united ac-
tivity among the workers commissions, the Unién Gene=-
ral del Trabajo (UGT — General Union of Lober), the
USQ (Unién Sindical Obrera — Workers Union Federa-

tion), and the other trade-union bodies. The tosk of
such coordination is to provide the means by which to
stimulate the coordination of the represenmative bodies
of the rank-ord=file ossemblies so that the working

class can deal with all the maneuvers of the bourgeaisia
and con provide itself with united instruments with which
to direct its struggle for demands.

Trode=unicn unit

T While the leadership of the UGT is maintaining its
divisive positions in the trade-union domain, the ma-
iority current in the workers commissions, the PCE, con-
tinues to foil to land these badies a stoble organizaeticnal
farm on the foctory and bronch level and continues te
reduce the activity of the workers commissions to the
activity carried cut by the norrow leodership structures
that eantral them. This poses o real danger to trode-
union unity, which ls a need profoundly felt by the im-
mense majority of the workers of our country. All the
present projects attempting to achieve this unity remain
confined to the limits laid down by agreements be tween
the bureaucrats of the workers commissions and those of
the UGT, In this domain as well, the reformist workers
orgonizations are trying to deprive the mosses of their
leading role, to avoid the active role of the masses in
tha united comstruction of the trade unions,

s agairst all these maneuvers, the bottle for a united
trode union born of a constituent trade-union congress
bosed on assemblies in the foctories and work sites must
continue ta be the central axis of the trade-union alter-
native of the revolutionary Marxists, But the practical
realization of this trode=union congress is possible only
after the conquest of lagality for the entire workers
movement. And this poses the necessity of offering con=
crete tactical resporses in the present situation,

The First axis of this tactic rests on the necessity of the
warkers commissions' odopting 2 stable, organized trode-
union form, from the foctory level to the leadership
bodies, which permits the effective activity of the thou-
sands of workers who identify with the commissions and
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prevents the leading bureoueracy from substituting for
this activity. Thus, the battle for a democratic organi-
zation of the general congress of the warkers commis=
sions that was colled by the general assembly of the
workers commissions held lost spring must serve a3 the
cccasion for the workess commissions to adopt o stable
and centralized organized trade-union structure, demo=
cratically elezted from the rank and file to the lecder-
ship, Along with this, the battle for the conquest of
legality for the workers commissions must be placed in
the center of revalutionary activity, stimulating the
argunize! fon of open yales of the bulleting of the work-
ers commissions ot ol| levels, the opening of headquarters
for the commissions, etc.

Preparing the conditiors for the future united trode union
ard providing it with adequate instruments at the foc-
tory level with which to negstiate the cantroct demands
of the workers requires thot this battle be combined

with the stimulation of the farmetion of united Factory
unions that include all the trode~union currents that
exist ineach foctory.

The shuggle for ompasty

The gsvemment ottempts to divert mass attention
from the question of omnesty have not succeeded, Espe-
ciolly in Euzkedi, the will of the masses to continue
the fight until not o single political prisoner or exile
remains has not flagged., But this struggle must be re-
doubled, becouse the relationship of forces is such that
the moss movement can win total victory in this domain
more than in any other.

But in addifion, the broodening of the battle for amnasty
in the factaries, the highpoint of which was marked by
the demonstration of 250,000 people in Bilbao, parmits
ond requires that thiz slogan ba placed in the very cen=
ter of the negotiations over the demands of the working
tlass, ln mony warkers bostions amnesty for all those
fired for political or trode-union activity since 1934
has olrecdy been won; these victories must be extended
ord the some bottle must be won in all the sectors in
which the dictatership and the emplayars have removed
the most combative workers from thair jobs.

Agdinst the foke referendum

T After postponing it again and ogain and without
evar defining its exoct content, the government has now
anncunced thot the referendum will be held or the end
of this year. The position on this should be unanimous:
Out with the rafererdum! Mo hesitation, no vocillation
on this point while omnesty hes not bean granted and
while the workers parties and organizations continue to
be fllegal. But the referendum can provide an oppartu-
nity for o united moss mobilization around central palit-
ical objectives: For'the slection of the Canstituent As-
sembly. For the republic. For the election of sovereign
Mational Assemblies for each notianality. The workers'
resporse must be unified and the unity in oction of all
the workers parties and trode~union orgonizations must
be strugtured around these slogans. This is the "workers
vofe" thot must be counterposed to the farcical referen=
dum of the Francoist monarchy. ]

FOOTNOTES:

1. The Coordinocién Democrética was founded on
March 2%, 197&; 1t included various bourgeois groups
ard personalities (the Christian Damocracy among them),
the PSOE (Social Democrats), the Communist party, and
two Maoist=centrist argonizations, the Labor party
(PTE) and the Communist Movement of Spain (MCE).

A third centrist formation, the Revalutionary Werkers
Orgonization (ORT), hossince joined, The Coordina-
clén arcse out of the fusion of two previcusly existing
organs of class collaboration, the lunta Democrética
{Democratic Council), which was founded in July 1974
ard included the Communist party, the FTE, and several
nof very significont bourgesis personalities, ond the
Plataforma de Convergencia Democrético (Platform of
Democratic Convergence], which was created in June
1975 and included the Sozial Democrats (PSOE), sev-
eral Christion Democratic groupings, ond the MCE ard
ORT.

2. The two documents were published immediately
ofter the statement of the Coordinacidn Democrética
just ofter the amnesty dacree. They were signed by bour-
geois representotives in the CD, representatives of the
PSOE ond PCE, ond othar representatives of the bour-
gzoisie not present in the Coordinocidn, while the Moo=
ist=centrist groups were excluded, These documents put
forward @ much more "shoded" criticism of the govern-
ment's reformist policy,. The Cena de Aravaca, a dinner
hald on August 5, wer a meeting of the some type, The
PSOE and the Maoist-centrist groups of the CD did not
participate. During the dinner thore was discussion of
the farmation of o united opposition body "brooder"
than the CD; there wos also speculation obout the for-
mation of a provisional government.

3. The Consell (Council of Political Forces) was
formed early this year ond includes only bourgeois forces
plus the United Sociolist party of Catalonia (PSUC),
which is the Cotalonian branch of the Communist party.
It waos seen by the Cotolanian bourganisie as an alterna-
tive to the Asamblea de Catalunya { Assembly of Cata=
lonia), which iz made up of various left centrist groups
ond mass neighborhood organizations, workers commis-
slons, etc., in oddition to some bourgeois personalities
ond the Communist party. The Asamblea hod played o
role in many mobilizotions.

4. In Montejurra two participants in the annual
festival of the Carlist followers of Victer Huge were
assassinated and many were wounded, The shots were
fired by alleged partisons of an oppasing Carlist current,
who in reality were menmbers of foscist ond parapolice
groups . The Guardia Civil did not intervene, even
though the presence of armed elements in the area had
been reported the doy before. "Pertur” was kidnapped
in the French part of the Bosque country lost July 23
by "unknown elements" (members of parapalice gangs).
Hi¢ present whereabauts are unknown and it is not un=-
likely that he hos been murdered. Menchaca was mur=
dered in July of this year during o demaonstration for
amnesty. The killers were dressed in civilion clothes
but were recognized os members of the Guardia Civil.
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At the baginning of this year, there was a greot deal of
official self-congratulation over the satisfoctory state
of race relations in Britain. Both Alex Lyaon, the minis-
ter responsible for immigration and race relations, ond
a representative of the Pokistoni Embassy announced
that apart from a few loose ends that remained to be
tied up (like the entry of the East Africon Asians whe
hold British passports and of the dependents of those m-
migrants who had arrived before 1973), Britain was well

on the way to becoming o successful multirocial society.

This mood was so pervasive that even Siva Sivanundan,
a radical commentator on race questions; wrote that
British copitalism wes rencuncing the use of racism and
was embarked on a course of integrating the black mid-
dle class. An apparently ocid test came when the racist
demagogue Enoch Powell mode o major speech occusing
officials of producing fraudulently low figures on black
immigration: the speech wos greeted with near total
apathy. Six months later, however, Alex Lyon hod been
socked, two foscist candidates hod been elected to lo-
cal councils, the Tory press had lioenized a National
Socialist who hod displayed o sign stating his refusal to
sell his howse to blocks, three black students hod been
murdered, and more than o thousand ottacks on immi-
grants hod been registered .,

Shift in immigration policy

It was not surpeising that there was such a growth in
racist octivity. British copitalism's need to decisively
change its pattern of immigration and its immigration
laws hod become pressing. Since the early 1950s, Brit-
ish copitalism had recruited black workers from the
Commonwealth. Thesa immigronts seftled in the country
ond come to legally possess full civil rights. This put
the immigrants in Britain in o far stronger position than
thote in other countries of West Europe, who generally
entered on labor contracts for limited periods of time,
Beginning in 1962, the ruling closs started to [imit the
right of block Commonwealth citizens to enter the coun-
try.

These moves were accelerated as the long copitalist
boom come to its end and ot British copitalism relin=-
quished its imperial policy for one based on the EEC.
One of the more embarrassing links with the old empire
was the existence of several hundred thousand black
people who held passports proclaiming that they were
citizens of the United Kingdom and the Colonies and
wha thus had a right to enter Britain. The first attemp!
to qual ify that right was carried out in 1968 by James
Callaghan, then Lobour Home Secretary . An Act wos
possed that stipulated that only those British possport
holders who hod o connection with the United Kingdom
by virtue of their own birth (or that of their father's or
grandfather's) hod an automatic right to enter the coun=
try . Full British citizenship hod become a function of
color, The 1971 Immigration Act passed under the Tories
ensured that future immigrants would not be ollowed to
settle but would come over on limited duration lober
contrach and would be under police supervision and
subject to savoge deportation clauses. The effect of
these laws was not merely fo contral immigration but

to put pressure on those black workers already in the
country. The final step needed to complete this process
is the possage of a new British Nationality Act (Labour
Home Secretary Roy Jenkins has recently announced
that this is in preparotion) that would moke o 'clear dis-
tinction between a British passport holder and ULK. cit=
izenship, 30 that only the latter would automatically
have the right to enter the country. Another step almed
at finally ending the old pattern of Ymmigration will be
to limit the right of existing immigrants to bring In their
dependents, mainly from the Indian subcontinent. Part
and parcel of this final pulling up of the draw=-bridge
on black immigration was the encouragement of rocist
moods amang the white working closs,

Inciting the racist wave

Part of the reason For the susceptibility of the working
clast to the rocist offensive hos been the extremely
chauvinist strand within left Lobourist ideology . The
Labour lefts have woged a consistent compaign for im=
port controls to “protect British jobs." This compoign
allowed foscists to intervene in the trode union: and to
point out thot another logical way to protect British jobs
was to get rid of the immigronts. Unfortunately, o section
of the trade union bureoucracy has followed this path,
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The TUC Catering and Hotel Committee called on the
Labour government to reduce the number of werk vouchers
for immigrants, a request that was soon granted . In Feb-
ruary 1976 it was revealed that the Department of Em-
ployment, then run by the left-winger Michoel Foot,
hod fssued @ memorandum stating that work permits would
not be renewed for foreign workers if Beitish nationals
were available for work. It was also mode clear that
these sockings would not be subject to appeal ogainst
unfair dismissal. Perhops the worst exomple of this trend
occurred in early June, at the height of the racist hys=
teria, when the TUC Hotel and Catering Committee
went to the Home Office to ask For tighter controle to
flush out "illegal" immigrants. The Committee demanded
that the "Immigration Act should be amended to force
patential employers te check whether a foreign national
seeking work had or needed to have a work permit."

The finol aspect that led to the upsurge of rocism relates
ta the overal! relationship of class forces in Britain.
The Labour government has registered considerable suc-
cess in forcing down the standard of living of the work-
ing class and in ollowing profit levels to rise by means
of the First phase of the "Secial Contract." Social ex-
penditure hos been restrained, which has meant o dete-
rioration in educational, health, ond housing provision
ot the some time as unemployment hos been allowed to
rite. In a situation in which the working ¢lass hos suf-
fered defeats, albeit not decisive ones, of the hands

of the Labour government in alliance with virtually all
of the trode-union bureaucrocy, including the tradi-
tional lefts such as Jack Jones and Hugh Scanlen, it is
not surprising that rocist moods are erupting within the
working class. In the absence of o fight back against
the capitalist offensive, the white workers hod become
susceptible to rocist ogitation that made the blacks the
scopegoats for the dole queuss and the crumbling wel-
fare state ,

The Tory party and the Tory press incited rocist faelings
among the working class with the aim of dividing it
along lines of race in order to weaken cpposition to
further attempts to attack the standard of living of the
workers ond help prepore the ground for a Tory elec-
toral victory if the Labour government outlived its use~
fulness. A recent study by Donley Studler found thot
the Tories gained an extra 6.7 percent of the votes in
the 1970 election due to their harder stance against im=
migration, while a Community Relations Commission
Report in October 1975 showed that Lobour hod been
put into power in both February and October 1974 be-
cause the black vote just tipped the balance.

There are limits to the extant to which the ruling class
as a whole (as distinct from the particular interests of
the Tory party) wishes to raise the degree of rocism in
British society. Whereas the copitalists are happy to

see o divided working class, at this stage they ore not
anxious to see an organized rocist movement. The emer-
gence of a fascist nucleus that is relatively large (for
Britain) mokes this problem more acute. If a rocist move-
ment did get eut of hand, there would be an explosive
response from the black workers. The strategy of the

capitalist class has been to operate within a framework
of integration/selective repression. The rocist 1968 Im-
migration Act was balanced by the 1983 Race Relations
Act, which sutlawed racial discrimination to a limited
extent. The present project of passing a new British No-
tionality Act occurs at the same time as the possage
through Parliament of a new and more stringent Race
Relations Bill . Owver the pest period, however, the em-
phasis has swung toward selective repression. The police
have been periodically unleashed to search for "ille-
gal " immigrants and have olso engaged in systematic
harassment of unemployed West Indian youth, At times,
this has escolated into neor or outright battles.

The first indication that the surface colm did not reveal
the real state of race relations in Britain came when
Calloghan succeeded Wilson os leader of the Labour
Party and Alex Lyon was sacked . Lyon was not a left-
winger but rather belonged to the old Gaitskellite tra-
dition, which was liberal on the issue of immigration
and sentimental about the empire. Lyon hes made it
abundantly clear that he fovors stopping further immi-
gration but is anxious to wind up as quickly and hu-
manely ot possible the commitments to the 40, 000 Eost
African Asions and the some 100,000 wives and children
of those who hod entered Britain from the Asian subcon-
tinent before 1973, From 1968 to 1970 the overoge
yearly entry of black immigronts was 63,000. The Tories
reduced this to 45, 000 between 1970 and 1972; in 1973,
ofter the 1971 Act went into effect, the figure hod
fallen to 34,000. By speeding up procedure and increas-
ing quotas, Lyon raised the entry figure to 50,000, A
poll conducted by the Labour party ameng rank-and-
file trade unionists indicated that immigration wos re-
garded o the second most important issue, after infla-
tion and unemployment. The dismissal of Lyon wos re=
garded by the leaders of the immigrant communities os

@ sop to the racists and in line with Callaghan’s reputa-
tion as @ hard=liner on immigration. Lyon himself com-
mented, "l have paid the price of trying to get justice
far the blacks in this country. Jim hos never hod much
time for those who espoused that cause." Lyon also
made the point that the civil servants, whe were under
pressure from rocist forces, hod frustrated his attempts
to introduce reforms. He further argued that money had
to be spent to combat the disodvantages suffered by in-
ner-city blacks in order to avoid the development of

an American situation.

The offensive begins

In early May the news media splashed a story thot two
homeless Asian families who had been expelled from
Malawi hod been put up ina luxury hotel by a Sussex
local council at @ cost of E800 a week. An orgy of ro-
eist heodlines resulted on the themes that o rew mass
"invasion" of Aslans from Maolawi was about to take
place and that immigrants were scroungers who wanted
to enter Britain to live off social security provided by
the British taxpayer. There wos an explosion of racist
feeling. The Tory High Sheriff of Sussex called for the



establishment of o transit camp in the county for home-
less Zgian immigronts: "Let us make it o5 uncomfortable
as possible " The accommodation provided, he said,
should be "primitive "

Powell entered the prejudice sweepstokes and was now
able to gain a reedy oudience. He revealed that there
was g secret Foralgn Office report, which hod got into
his possession by some mysterious means, that showed
that there was o massive fraffic in "illegal" immigrants
and that the number of dependents waiting to come in
from the |ndion subcontinent was [imitless. He blamed
the blacks for crime, civil unrest, and dally assaults
on the police. He said he worried obout guns ond ex=
plosives being "injected" into the "picture.” The
“thing" would go on until "Belfast today might seem
on enviable place." Powell's answer to this apocalyptic
threat was to stop all further immigration. All sections
of the Tory party, "lefs” oz well as right=wingers,
joined in demanding siricter examination of immigronts
before they were allowed to enter the country and
restrictions on the entry rights of dependents. And La-
bour MPs ware nol left out. Bob Mellish, Labour Chief
Whip under Wilson, called for o total ban on immigra=
tion: "This country has done all it should have done,
Its record is one of great honour and integrity but | say
‘enough is enough.'" Callaghan's reply to the offensive
of Powell was to hint that immigrotion control would
be tightened .

But the reol action was on the streets. On May 22, two
black shudents were stabbed to death in East London.

By June 3 the Pakistani Embassy issued o statement that
attacks on immigrants and their property had become
“not uncommon. " Late on Friday, June 4, (:;'-urdip Singh
Chaggar waos stabbed to death in Southall, an area of
Londen containing many fsiams. Thousonds of Asians
took to the streels to demonstrate agairst the murder,
Orgonizotions like the Southall Asian Youth Movement
anrd the Asion Secialist Forum begon to provide a lead
for the Southall Aejans ard argued for militant szlf-de-
fense of the community, as ogairst the passivity of the
"respectable” black leoders. Self-deferse groups sprang

up in @ number of areas including Blackburn and the
Exst End of Londen.

On Sunday, June 7, a lorge demonstration of Asians
went down to Southall police station and forced the
police to relemse Asian youth who had been orrested
earlier in the day. Praful Patel, a conservative Indian
leader, commented, "Asion leaders ore being rejected
by the young militants. . . . If we are not seen to be
doing something, the little respect we still have will
be lost." An Asion Action Committee was set up by

the community notobles, which msked Callaghan to de-
nounce the killing and to meet with them. Four doys
later, the convenor of the Committee, Shigbat Kadri,
was quoted as saying, "To our utter shock and horror,
we have not even received a reply." Eventually Calla=
ghon did see the laoders, He gove o pledge that he
would continue, os before, his opposition to racism but
cancentrated on telling the leaders that black vigilante
groups would be dealt with severely.

Floods of reports of rocist assaults were recaived by
Indian, Pakistani, ond Banglodesh officials. In Borking
B Asiars were surrounded by 150 whites. The police in=
tervened and arrested nine people, seven of whom were
fions. The new factor in the situation was the willing=
ness of the block workers to take oction on the streets.
This hod been seen over a pariod of months, os thousands
of blocks hod token part in ontifescist demonstrations.
In Bradford on April 23, thousands of black youth had
turned out and theroughly frightened MNatianal Front
demonstrators ai well as the police who were escorting
them on a march through a block area of the town,
Bricks were thrown and police cars were overturned.
After the Scuthall murder, the West Indian Standing
Conference decided that community deferse groups
should be sat up to "ward off attempts on the [jves of
black people." In Blackburn, where racist essaults
were foking ploce at the rote of three or four a day,

the Indian Workers Association was contidering the de-
fense perimeter that might have to be established around
the immigrant area. The readiness of the blacks to de-
fend thermselves cooled the ardor of the "respectable
racists of the ruling closs, os they begon to see that

the price they might have to pay for stirring the racist
pot could be the loss of control of many city centers,

The fascists have been able to gain extensively from

the recist upsurge. At the beginning of this yeor they
hod besn in some disorray . The laorgest of the foscist
craganizotions, the National Front (NF), hod split, o
minarity leaving to form the National party (NP}, The
Mational party denounced the Front as being an undem=-
ocratic organization controlled by Hitlerites, while the
MNF denounced the NP as consisting of an alliance be-
tween ogents of the Tory party ond neo-Marxists. Both
organizations are in foct foscist but deny the fact for
cosmetic reatons, since Foscism has non-patriotic con-
notations in Britain. Both groupings did well in the May
local electiors, polling o total of nearly 90,000 votes,
together with some smaller organizations.

In Blockburn, o town with o large immigrant community
and o declining textile industry, the National party



won two seats in what hod previcusly been safe Labour
wards, These victories were halped by the Tory party's
not fielding condidates or a full slate of candidates in
these wards. The averoge vote won by all faseist candi-
dates in Blackburn was around 37 percent. A spokes-
person for the Lobour group commented that they were
worried by the foscist victories, but not more so than
they would be if Communists hod wen. The fascist vic-
teries made Blackburn one of the worst areos for rocist
aesaults the following month, On May 22, an antifoscist
demonstration had to be profected by police with drawn
batans fram attack by hysterical bystonders. In Brodford,
another textile town, the National Front polled well

in the working class wards, particularly the ward where
the Mayor stoed. Significantly, the ward where the
black yeuth had attocked the fascist demonstration went
ogairet the naotional pattern and was @ Labour gain from
the Tories.

In Leicester the NF won 18,56 percent of the vote com-
pared with 35.3 percent for Labour and did perticularly
well in Lobour-controlled council estate wards against
estoblished right-wIng Labour Figures such as the previ-
ous Lord Mayar and another ex-Lord Mayor who hod,
when in office, placed odvertisements in East African
popers odvising Aslans not to come to Leicester, In one
ward the NF came within sixty=three votes of winning
the seat. The Leicester Lobour leader, the Rev, Ken
Middleton, hoped that it was a "possing phose, o mo-
ment of aberration” and argued ogainst those local La-
bour party members who were toking part in entifascist
activity. But where Leicester antifmcists hod been gc-
tively campaigning there was a noticeable decline in
the NF vote,

Unfortunately, electoral support for the INF hos not
proved to be just o passing phase. In a Londen borough
by-election held in a solid Labour area on July 1 La-
bour gof 43.5% of the vate, the NP 26%, the NF 18, 5%,
and the Tories 1224, The combined fascist vote was thus
greater than that for Lobour,

Response of the workers movement

At thiz stage, there is no possibility of the copitalist
class serfously backing the foscists, but there has been
g clear demonstration that racism can be wead to divide
the working closs ond was one of the factors enabling
the Tories to win seats in the local elections in May.
The response of the Labour movement lo the racist up=-
surge has been either inodequate or pernicious. The Lo-
bour government has announced that it will consider
opening a register of dependents of immigrants who have
already come into the country. This will inevitably

leod to a tightening up of controls. A number of local
Labour leaders have demanded a ban on immigration.
The Labour Party Organizing Committes, however, has
called for an antiracist campaign, but it is difficult to
establish what, 1f anything, is belng done. The only
clear call was to argue that Lobour party members should
not join In counterdemonstrations against the NF and
other rocist groups. Otherwise the Labour and trode-

union lefts have maintained a stiff-lipped silence on
the issue,

The Communist party has been invelved in organizing
conferences and marches against racism, but its politi-
cal line has been bod, It hos avoided taking o clear at-
titude of opposition to all immigration legislation. It
central slogan has been "One Roce — the Human Roce, "
which is intended to electrify such erucial layers os
progressive cleray and mild liberals, The central thrust
of the CP haos been for strengthening the new Roce Rela-
tions Bill so that the state will be forced to outlaw ra~
ciem. And this in spite of the foct that race relations
legislation is inkerently limired, as haos been shown by
the actions of Robert Relf. Relf, o self-confessed od-
mirer of Hitler, was put into prison in early May for
contempt of court after refusing to take down a sign out-
side his house which read, “For sale to an English fom-
tly, ¥ in contravention of the Race Relations Act. Relf
commented, '"We have come to a sorry poss where an
Englishman hes been gooled for putting Britain First."
The Tory press built Relf up into a folk hero. A rosh of
similar signs were put up ond collection sheets were
possed around maony factories. Six wesks later on em-
barressed government managed to engineer the release
of Relf, who waos greered by o triumphont foscist welcom-
ing committee. Relf hat now joined the NF and will be
going on atpecking four, At about the same time o
Relf was being released, the police arrested an antifos-
cist in Rotherhom for painting the slogon "Block and
white unite and fight" — and the charge was brought
under the Race Relotions Act,

The ute of racism by the British ruling clas cannot be
seen a5 merely an isolated incident. Although it does
have it limits, os mentioned obove, this weapon has
proved too useful not to be used again. Even if the ro-
cists win their battle to prevent any further block immi-
gration, they can then start their clamer to begin the
repatriation of blotks. If has become o major priority
for revolutionories to begin the process of building a
long=term antiracist campaign amang the warking class,
It is necessary to win advanced sections of the workers
to the ideas of black self-defense as a First step to the
self-defense of the entire workers movement. All immi-
gratlon controls must be opposed, In order to explain
this to workers who believe that the crisis of social ex-
penditure ond unemployment are cowsed by immigration,
it is crucial, within the context of supporting all imme-
diate struggles agairst the employers offersive, to pose
an oction program for a working—c lass solutien to the
crisis, The rocists inside the lobor movement have to

be kicked out and the fascists driven off the streets,

There is o lessan of the post few months which, if learned,
may enable the British left to come out of this period
stronger than when it entered it. The immense trode-
union strength of the working class in Britaln cannot
compensate for Its low political level, The struggle to
build o mass left current that can defeat the present of-
fensive of the amployars requires a consistent fight
ogainst weaknesses of the working class such as sexism,
anti=lrish chauvinism and, above all, racism.[]



On August 25, with the vocation period not yet over,
Jocques Chirec publicly obandoned his post as French
Prime Minister, which outomatically entailed the resig-
nation of the government. President of the Republic
Valéry Giscord d'Estaing named another government,
Apart from the focts that the technocrat Raymond Barre,
who 1s politically unaffiliated, tock the place of Chirae,
a member of the Gaullist Union des Démocrates pour la
République (UDR — Union of Democrats for the Repub-
lic), that three or four ministers were reploced, and

that several others switched posts, it could seem o3
though nothing important had happened. Nevertheless,
this shake=-up of ministers hos generated considerable
emotion in the political werld of the French bourgeoisie,
It was learned from the parties concerned themselves
that Chiroc hod wanled to resign os early as July 26

ard that he hod remained ot his post at Giscord's re=
guest. The couses of the governmental changes reveal
the depth of the crisis bréwing in Fronce.

In toking his leave Chirac declared that he was doing
so because he no longer possessed "the necessary means
with which to effectively fulfill" his functions, which
is another way of saying that Giscard had net provided
him with these "meaons.” For his part, Gisconrd, ofter
recalling that according to the constitution he is number
gne In the country and the prime minister is subord inote
ta him (which wos not contested by Chirec in ony case],
odded that the former minister hod not assembled o co-
herant team around himself and that during the recent
session of parlioment the porties hod "exercised exces-
sive influence on governmental action, " thus occusing
Chiroc of having drogged his feet when it was necessary
to line up the UDR group, which hod rebelled against
a bill Giscard strongly supported, Above all, Giscord
explained that there hod been o disagreement between
him and Chirac, the premier desiring to procesd to
early parliomentary elections this autumn, while Gis=
card advocated waiting until the regularly scheduled
elections of 1578, The real explanation for the change
in government lies in this disogreement ond the factors
that gave rise to it.

Problems of the Bonapartist regime

To urderstand the desper significance of the government
change, it must first be recalled that the Fifth Republic
has o Bonapartist constitution tailored to fit De Gaulle,
It is not true, os was claimed by P. Vianssen-Ponté
writing in the August 26 Le Monde, that with the de-
parture of Chirec "it is the breokup of the regime . . .
perhaps the end of the Fifth Republic . . . and the ad-
vant of the Sixth Republic.” No one has yet offered

a definition of this Sixth Republic; in any case, it will
be born not of a simple change in government, but rother
of a gigantic secial and political crisis with great palif=
ical confrontations (which may be placed on the ogenda
sooner than is generally thought). In the meantime, the
Bonapartist regime has outlived De Gaulle. It was, os
we wrote at the time, "o Bonapartism without a Bono-
parte.” But someone had to occupy the place of the
Benaparte, left vacant by the departure of De Gaulle.
There were some deputy Bonapartes and even deputy
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deputy Bonapartes who occupied this post or desired to
do 5o, since politics; like nature, abhors a vacuum,
But there was no real Bonaparte available; circumstances
like the war and the resistance are required fo raise the
possibility of crecting such o personality. Even De
Gaulle — who hod succeeded in playing this role for
years, winning votes of confidence in referenda with
the character of plebescites, obscuring lines of closs
division, and taking os many as o million votes away
from the Communist party — saw his pedestal shaken by
May 1968 and hod to step down. His successors (First
Pompidou and now Giscard) have hod to deal with a
rise of the masses, and they have not hod the use of the
weapan of referenda (Pompidou, who tried one referen-
dum, wound up with o 60 percent abstention rate). In
1974 Giscord was elected with just under 51 percent

of the vote. The econemic difficulties have not ot all
broodened his base since then; just the opposite.

What is more, since his election Giscard has been un-
able to get the three parliamentary formations that back
his government te march instep. In any event, all three
know that the majority will suffer losses in the next
elections, and they are squabbling among themselves

for the best pasitions. The differences within this mo-
jority, both in parlioment and in the government, have
broken out almest daily. They worsened ond engendered
growing tersion between Giscard and Chirac after the

defeat suffered in the contonal elections last March.
{See INPRECOR, MNo.49, April 15, 1576.) These elec-
tions were the prelude to the municipal elections of
spring 1977, which are themselves the prelude to the
legislative elections of 1978, In foct, the electoral
campaign is proctically open olready and the problem
facing these gentlemen is this: How to avoid defeat?

Two projects

There is nothing secondary about this problem. It is more
than @ matter of a change in the parliamentary majority,
but relates to the problem posed by the prospect of an
election that could lead to the entry of members of the
French Communist party [PCF) into a government led by
Socialist party leader Frangols Mitterrand, It is the
French expression of the problem that concerned Ford
and Kissingar, Helmut Schmidt, James Callaghon, and
Giscard himself during their meeting in Puerto Rico a
few months ogo, namely the occession of Communis!
party members to posts in the ministries of governments
in West Europe. The leaders of the big copitalist powers
know very well that the European Communist parties do
not seek to overthrow the capitalist system. But they

are afraid both of the class dynamic that could be touched
off by the illwion the workers have in the presence of
Communist ministert ond of the possible inability of
these ministers to retain control over this dynamic .

How is this problem posed in Fronce in practice? It is
now certain that the Union de la Gauche (Union of the
Left, the bloc dominated by the SP and CP) will not
break up before the elections of 1978. This may happen
later if the Union de la Gauche does not win those elec-
tions, Winning a majority in the elections depends on
the shift to the left or right of obout 400, 000-500, 000
votes out of a total of about 28 million; that is, ifde-
pends on obout 2 percent of the voters, This small num-
ber of fluctuating votes |ies essentially in what is called
the "new middle clomses" whose support all the bourgesis
parties ond mass workern parties, the 5P and CP, are
now trying to win,

There was no disogreement between Giscard and Chiroc
on some of the means by which to pick up vates, for ex-
ample pandering to feor by denouncing delinguency,
fostering rocism and xenophobia, wsing the police exten-
sively under the pretext of guaranteeing the "security"
of old people, and so on. They also generally agreed

to try to win over some votes through subsidies, gronts,
and bonuses to certain cotegories {peasants, the aged,
atc.}. The disagreement lay elsewhere. Giscard's proj-
ect is to enact some "reforms" of small scope that corres-
pond to the "modern” spirit of the layers he is trying

to attract, for he believes these reforms will be suffi-
cient to win over to his side voters who are now attrocted
ta the Union de la Gauche but who nevertheless fear

the unknown represented by the entry of Communishs

into a government. It is true that these "reforms, " or
rother mini-reforms, ore displeasing to a large part of
the voters who support the current majority, but Giscard
believes that these voters will have no alternative but

te vote for him anyway ogainst the "Communist danger. "



Chirac hed a different onalysis. These “reforms, " he
thought, far from enabling the majority to erode suppert
for the left, would only fuel the desire for new reforms;
they would not win over votes from the left but would
even result in losses due to abstentions on the part of
the right. To wait for 1978 would be te head for certain
defeat. Thus, in an aggressive mood, he proposed to
sweep aside the wait-and—see attitude of the Union de
la Gauche, rapidly gather the majority together, and
procead to eorly elections this autumn, when the re-
cent attentuation of the recession would still be felt
ond before the situation deteriorates once ogain and the
effects of the gusterity measures needed fo combat in-
flation and make up the trode deficit make themselves
felt.

Giscard's point of view prevailed and Chirac left; con-
vinced that the Union de la Gauche was gaing to win,
he wanted to bear no responsibiliry for this. To those
who may ask which of the two was correct from the capl-
talist standpaint, one must respond that it is not o ques-
tion of o good or bod solution in this domain; the prob-
lem for the bourgeoisie is rather to choose the lesser
avil., For the immediate future, Giscard hos picked up
some slim advantages at the expenze of the UDR and
Chirae, who canrot attack him opanly without further
worsening the situation of the majority. It is more prob-
able that Chirac, while expressing his political positions
in some circumstances, will wait for Giscard's failure,
which he considers inevitable,

The new government has not yet mode its program known
in detail, It hos indicafed that the first ohjective is the
struggle against inflation. The question of the "security"
referred to above has been designoted os the second
priority. It has "forgotten" to mention unemployment,
which is now opproaching the flgure of 1,200,000,

Since the cantonal elections, the leaderships of the
PCF, 5P, ond the trode-union federations have believed,
like Chiroe, that time is on their side, that nothing
should be done to disturb the shifting part of the elec-
torate which they seem to have won over for the time
being. They regarded the Giscard-Chirac conflict with

an irdfferent air: the policies of the two are the same,
eoch doomed o faflure, ete. At the same time, in order
to harden up a part of these shifting vaters; Mitterrand
made some subtle overtures to Giscard, decloring that
there would ba no cbhstocle to Giscard's remaining presi-
dent if the Union de la Gauche wins the legislative
elections in 1978, This provoked tome rumblings fram
the PCF ("Giscard will have to submlt or resign"),
which amounted to just what Mitterrand was saying.

In oddition, with the same intention, they ssught to
win over a section of the Gaullists who have grievonces
sgaimst Giscard because of his foreign policy, which

is no loAger that of the "European Eurcpe" of De Gaulle,
but that of a Europe closely associated to the Atlantic
allionce and the United States. To do this the PCF pro-
posed the "Union of the People of France" and wos
spanly supported by a section of the 5P leadership. It
appears to us doubtful that this policy will lead many
Gaoullists to vote for the PCF, or even for the 5P, but

it certainly does odd to the confusion these parties are
sowing within the working clas,

Wa will never know whether Chirac’s plan for early elec-
tions under the conditions in which he wonted them to
be held would have succeeded, For now, however, the
government thake-up has turned the situation oround;
there is wovering in the UDR and frouble omong the
majority voters, The austerity measures will alse contri-
bute to creating discontent in the peried immediately
ahead, especially omong the new middle closses, It fol-
lows that the leaderships of the workers mavement would
have an interest now in demanding early elections, They
may be asked: Why do you wait until 1978 when success
1s within your grasp? You easily have the means to force
Giscord's hand: Have obout twenty Socialist and Com=
munist parliament members in carefully chosen districts
around the country resign and you will provoke by-elec-
tions In which you will win with Incremed majorities
ard Giscord will not be able to turn a deaf ear, It is
probable that the leaders of the SP and PCF will refuse
to resort to such tactics, becouse they fear any exces-
sive political agitation befere the official election cam-
paign, Limited demonstrations oround economic demands
are sufficient for them, so long as they are not oriented
toward a strupgle for power.

The foct-drogging attitude of the leaderships of the work-
ers movement is one thing. But the economic difficulties
are growing, and austerity will hit ot all those who live
by their labor, The new government will be led to in-
tansify repression against the laboring masses in order

to apply its program. Struggles are inevitable, in foct
some are already taking shape on the horizon, Their
breadth ond political level are not yet discernaoble, but
it Is probable that the situation will not be at all restful
for the government . It is not out of the question that
when the municipal elections take place in the spring,
the bourgeocisie moy experience o crisis graver than that
which divided Giscard and Chiroc, a erisis that would
not remain confined to government circles.
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General elections to the Riksdagen, the Swedish parlio=
ment, will be held on Seprember 19. The Observer's
correspondent in Sweden recently compared the elec-
tions to the fomous horse roce the Steeple Chase, It is
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impessible to predict who will win. Anything can hap-
pen. The result will be unknown up to the last jump,

for one of the contestants can fall at the lost ditch.
The comparison is very occurate. Ar the moment the
race has disappeared from the view of the spectators,
It's-on the for side of the coune and we don't know who
is leading.

One thing con be said with certainty: It will be very
difficult for the Social Democrabs to once ogain retain
their seats in the government. When the election com-
paign began before the summer holidays, opinion polls
gave the Social Democrats 38 percent. This was the
first time in several decades thay have fallen below 40
percent. The immediate reason for the Social Democrats’
loss of popularity wos a series of scondals of which twa
of the best known are the smuggling of funds to the Fin-
nish Metalweorkers' Union and lngemar Bergman's flight
fram Sweden due to a dispute over taxes, The polls re=-
flected the dissatisfaction of important middle layer
who always tend to vocillote between the Social De-
mocracy and the two bourgeois "center" parties, the
Liberals and the Center, and who are tired of the often
clumsy methods of the Secial Democratic bureaucracy.

The main question for the Sociol Demeocratic tocticians
hot been how to win back these middle-layer votes.
But the real problem, of course, is much more funda-
mental. In reality the choice is between seeking o mome
leng-term cooperation with bourgeois center parties o
trying to maintain an independent “left" position in the
parliament. (During the last election period the situa-
tion of stalemate in the parlioment gave rise to politi-
cal cooperation with especially the Liberals.) For forty
years the Social Democrots have been in the government
continuously. During more than thirty of these yean
they have formed the government alone. Throughout the
entire period they have succeeded in integrating and
channeling the asplrations of the working closs through
the reforms the party hos proposed ond carried out. In
several hard election fights they have-appeared os the
party devoted to defending the interests of the workers.
But like oll reformists, the Secinl Democrats are prag-
matists. This, together with their often farsighted (fram
a capitalist point of view) reformist idealogy, has cre-
ated strong ties to leading sectors of the bourgecisie,
who have seen that the Social Democrats octually can
serve many of their interests. And most importont, they
do so without loting hegemony in the working class!

This double allegiance of the Social Democracy has
been based on an exponding economy, which has al-
lowed reforms that have corresponded to the aspirations
of broad layers of the working class, even if in o dis-
torted way. The disoppearance of this basis drostically
reduces the Social Democrats' ability to maintain the
confidence of the workers and their parliementary ma-
jority. The present crisis of the Danish Sociol Democrocy
is on excellent example of this: It must, however, im=-
mediately be soid thot the Swedish economy it still far
from the drostic crisis of the Donish or other economies
on the continent. The last deep international recession,
for instance, hod only marginal effects on the Swedish
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economy. But the trend is nonetheless clearly felt and
has affected the politics of the Social Democrats, They
have been forced to rationalize in the public sector,
which means at least a slower expansion if not yef re-
ductions, They are forced to keep the trode unions on
a defensive policy, even if they have still avoided an
open incomes policy.

The petrified party

Forty years of administering the capitalist stote have
left their scars on the party's orgonizational structure
and social compasition. At one time the party not only
organized the working closs but also activated it. Todoy
the majority of the party's active members come from
layers other than the working closs. A study of the cless
composition of the party's elected leaders and function-
arjes has shown that even ot the regional level less than
20 percent are working class. More than 50 percent be-
longed to the middle layers and obout 20 percent to up-
per petty-bourgeois layers. This secial regroupment of
the party's octive members (o= a whole, B3 percent of
the members are warkers, because of the system of col-
lective membership procticed by most trode unions) is
due to the porty's close interrelatiomship with the state
apparatus, A good part of the leaders-and functionaries
who lead the party are simply apparetchiki with rheir
base in the state apparetus or in porty octivity closely
linked to the state apparatus. Together with the lack

of a moterial basis for a political differentiation from
ond polorization in regord to the bourgeois parties, os
was the cose during the 1950s and 19605, this lock of

a base of active members in the foctories and work ploces

has created difficulties in gaining ective support from
the brooder layers of party members For the government's
program.

Results of 1973 Elections

Conservative party
Libaral party
Canter party. « « & +a o = = « als fotol of 48.8%

Social Democrocy
Communist party. « + o v o 4 o total of 48, 9%

Opinion Poll of August 1976

Comservative party 179

Liberal party 122

Center party 226, . . totol of 51%
Social Democracy 42.5%

Cemmunist party 4.59. . total of 4734

Thus it is a series of phenomena which together explain
the difficulties confrenting the Social Democrats in
this election compaign. It is not only a question of
strengthening the links to the working class and main-
taining an influence over middle laysrs, but of doing
this under partiolly new and more arducus social condi-
tions and with o party more separated from the working
class thon ever before,

The temporary solution

The Social Democrats opened their election campaign

in complete disarray . It locked os though they hod no
plan, no coordination. In fact, various leading figures
seemed to be running different campaigns, in different
directions. The result was an ingbility to put out a clear
message ta the voters and even on Tncopocity to create
enthusicsm among the party's campaign activists. The
parliamentary-based section of the leadership waos pre-
occupied with woolag the importont middle-layar voters
who ore wavering between the Secial Democracy and
the Liberals and Center, The trode-union section of the
leadership, os well o lower-ranking party functionaries,
is more concernad about the party's links to the workers
and especially the party's inability to canalize the as-
pirations of brood layers of workers as in the past, These
aspirations have increasingly been expressed outside

the fromework of the Social Democrocy and the trode
unions in the form of wildeat strikes ot various moments.

The solution arrived at by the party leadership is o divi-
sion of labor between the various ports of the Social
Democratic movement, While the rrode unions can "dis-
regord political realities” (as the chairman of the na-
tional trade union federation put it) and can concentrate
their campaign on the working closs, the party can con-
centrate on winning the middle layers.

The main campaign of Landserganisationen (LO — the
natienal trode-union federation) spaaks of "power on
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the job, " while Prime Minister Olof Palme specks about
security for the aged, child care, and the national in-
terest, As part of this division of labor Palme declared
tn an article in the country's biggest bourgeois daily
newspaper that while LO is o pressure group of orgoni=
zation, the party tokes all social forces into eonsidera~
tion and for that reason must maintain its independence
of the trode=union movement. The importance of this
article should not be overestimated, but it nevertheles
is without precedent in the Social-Democracy's modern
history.

It is probable thot the Social Democracy's tightening
up of the election compaign will succeed in recapturing
a large part of the voters lost af the beginning. Whether
or not they con recapture enough remains to be seen.
And the porty leadership's toctic of moving toward the
canter in Swedish politics can definitely not oppeal to
the aspirations of broad layers of workers. Instead of
solving their problems, the Social Democrats are anly
pushing them a bit into the future. They have found a
temporary salution which may work until September 19,
but the question is whether they will be able to enjoy
the fruits of their possible victory.

The bourgeoisie: innermost dreams and
realistic goals

"To be, but not 1o be seen” has been the motts that has
guided Swedish big capital's octions on the political
scene for a very long time now, During the forty years
of Social Democratic rule it hos been possible for big
capital to apply this motto with great success. The eco-
nomically, politically, ond ideologically leading sec-
tors of the bourgeaisie have been sble to maintain gen-
erally good relations with the Social Democratic leod-
ership. Social Democracy has also been able to play
the role of intermediary between its parliomentary mass
base and the needs of big capital. But ene of the pre-
conditions for this, which ls now eroding, was ecenomic
expansion that provided the material basis for Social
Democratic policies.

Leading figures of the bourgecisie are comscious of the
problems this poses for the future. One of them, Lars
Eric Thunholm, managing director of Skandinaovisko
Enskilda bonken, Sweden’s largest commercial bank,
wrote in an article in the comservative newspaper Sven-
ska Dagblodet that "since we can't avoid inflation it's
just as well that we learn to live with it, even if it
mears extremely unpleasant consequences, The future
inflationary society? It can't be democratic in the fra=
ditional serse — democracy and inflation con't live to=
gether, An outhoritarian regime is necessary to handle
society's odjustment to inflation,

"If we can't stop inflation, we'll have fo get rid of de-
mocracy. Such a chonge, of course, cannot come all
at once but must come grodually. Verious government
regulations, price contrals, subsidies, fiscal measures,
etc. will gradually undermine the free market economy.

"One must, in this connection, remember that among

the strong groups is the organized workers movement.
Sooner or later this process must result in a collision
between the political regime on the one side, which
must secure for itself more ond more autheritarion power,
and the trade unions on the other side. This is o confron-
tation that is taking place in several European countries
today. "

But Thunholm is speaking about the future. He realizes
that it is necessary to go forward slowly. He is con-
scious that his ideas are not very practicable in Sweden
at present. As yet, the bourgecisie is not prepared to
cut its Hes to the Social Democracy. It is rather o ques-
tion of scouting the political terrain to find new trails,
to begin to discuss an alternative direction in the future.

We see already how big capital hos begun to abendon
its matto "to be, but not fo be seen, " |t hos begun to
use its own organizations like the Employers Asscciation
ard the Industrial League for a direct political appear-
ance. A taste of this was given lost spring when the In-
dustrial League presented its views on the government's
economic policy in @ ten-point program. The contents
of the program amount to social service cutbacks, wage
freeze, and incregsed efferts to moke industry more
profitable. To spreod these ideas is no easy matter for
the bourgeoisie. One would expect them to depend on
the bourgeois parties. But these parties are prisoners in
the parliamentary framework and incapable of fulfilling
this function. In order o get the chance to play the
role of intermediary between big capital's desires and
the brood masses the bourgeois porties must first win o
majority in the perlioment, But their chances of doing
so depend not on their becoming the direct spokesmen
for big copital but rather on their ability to appeal to
the dissgtisfaction with the Social Democratic govern-
ment felt by brood groups of wage=earners on the periph=
ery of the working class and by sections of the middle
classes, But this dissatisfaction does not coincide with
demands for wage-freeze or cutbacks in social services.
It is rather a dissatisfoction with heavy taxation and the
worst forms of bureaucratism practiced by the Social
Democratic apparatus. Therefore the slogan "social re-
farms without socialism® is used by the Liberal porty to
oppeal to this dissatisfaction,

The dilemma for a bourgeois government

The tactic of the bourgeois parties has some ehance of
success in the September 17 elections. But it is a toctic
that can neither satisfy the needs of the employers nor
reduce the economic and political struggle of the work-
ers. A bourgecls government would have even greater
difficulties than a Social Democratic one. On the one
hand, the expectations of the bourgecisie would be very
great; on the other hand, such o government would find
it extremely difficult to defuse and conalize the workers
struggles. This is especially true in the cose of the no-
tional contract negotiotions, which will begin imme-
diately ofter the elections. Direct representatives for
the bourgeoisie os well as spokesmen for the bourgeois



porties are quite comscious of this problem. Curt Steffan
Gisecke, chairman of the Swedish Employers’ Assccia-
tion, has pointed out that a Social Democratic govern-
ment would probably lead to & calmer climate for the
contract negotiations . Gunnar Heckscher, ex-chairman
of the Comservative party, formulated the problem in
the following way:

“There are g number of special difficulties which a non-
socialist government will have to take inte account,
Among the most important are the lack of experience

in government, the relationship to the trode unions and
other economic organizations, the attitude of the odmin-
istrative personnel and their relationship to the mass
media.

"Will the trode unions confine themselves to the frome-
work of union activity or will they, as the British trode
unions a few years ogo, try to use union activities to
sobotage the work of the government?

"Will the other side, the employers and industrial orgo-
nizations, restrain themselves or will they scent blood
ond moke demands which the govarnment can't satisfy
without committing pelitical suicide?™

Thus, a bourgecls election victory on September 1%
would offer no emsier solution to the bourgeoisie's cur=
rént problems than a Seclal Democratic government.
For that recson the big bourgeoisie has refrained from
throwing its full weight behind a change of government,

The dilemma for a Social Democratie
government

A Social Democrotic government, of course, would face
bosically the same dilemma. It would also have to steer
a course between the expectations of the working class
and the needs of the capitalist economy.

"Hard times await the country's wage earners, regard-
less of the outcome of the elections on September 19, "
declared Gunnar String, Social Democratic minister of
fingnce, in o television interview a few weeks ogo.
The trade=union leadership has soid the same thing in
preparation for the notional controct negotiations: De-
mands must be held 1o a minimum,

But even if the dilemma is bosically the same, o Social
Democratic government has the odvantoge of being able
to wse its political influence over the working class.

It would try to weather the storm through reforms for
"participation in decision-making” in the enterprises,
which the Social Democrats have proposed. By meons
of intersive ideclogical propoganda in which they point
to long-term goals of a "workers' government" they
will try to restrain wage struggles.

The majority of the Swadish working closs consider the
Social Democratic government to be “their" government,
For forty years they have been accustomed to having
"their" party in power. In election after election the

working class has been mobilized to ersure "early gains'
ard to make possible "future progress.” Adefeat in the
electiors and o change of government would be con-
sidered a setback. It would mean that workers hod be-
come passive ond hod either not voted or voted for one
of the bourgeois parties.

But there is no regson to believe that o change of gov-
armment would lead to more than a very temporary pas—
sivity Tn the workers struggles, which during the lost
years have been the most extensive in decodes, If the
Social Democratic government falls it will be entirely
its own fault, It will foll becouse its policy has been
unable to instill enthusiasm in the ranks of its-own party
and because it has chosen to solve ifs toctical problems
by exterding its positions teward the "middle area in
Swedish politics, " o Palme put it.

The choice facing revolutionaries in the elections is
thus: not to choose between a bourgecis govemment ond
the bourgeois politics of the Social Democrotic govern=
ment. It is rather to demonstrate that there is o thid
alternative copable of offering Thunhalm and his friends
a real fight in the struggle for the future of sociery. It
it with this perspective that the Kommunistiska Arbefor-
Furbundet (K AF — Communist Warkers League, Swedish
section of the Fourth International) is porticipating in
the elections with its own condidates,

It has been cloimed that KAF's election campaign could
help the bourgeais parties win a majority. This, of
course, 15 nomsense. If the Soclal Democrats lose it will
be becouse their bourgenis palitics offer no solutions

to the problens focing the warking class. The Secial
Democrats have chosen to base themselves on the copi-
talist ecanomy insteod of the organized strength of the
workers movement. Instead of building ond strenghening
the movement they have disarmed it through anti-labor
legislation, class collaboration on all levels, and bu-
requcratic memsures that pocify the workers,

We do not want a bourgeois government. But os long

as the Social Democrats can continue to disarm the
workers movement, the threat of a bourgeols government
will always be present. In foct, the threat will become
greater and greater. As we see it, the best way to com-
bat this threat is ta work to break the possivity and de-
moralization in the workers movement, to arm our class
organizations, to work for o democratic and combative
workers movement. It is only in this way that we can
create the bosis for a real workers government copable
of standing up to the bourgeoisie and defending the
needs of the warking class,

We will not get many votes — perhaps o few thousand .
They will net moke a big difference for the Social Dem-
ocraks. But a few thousand voices raised in the trade
unicrs, the solidarity movements, and the neighbor-
hoods every day after September 19 will be an important
step forward in rearming the workers movement for the
struggle ogainst capitalism and for socialism.

September 1, 1974
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ELECTIONS ¢

by FELIPE GARCIA CASILLAS
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The campaign of the left in the Mexicon presidential
elections (held on July 4) concluded on June 27 with

o central meeting in Mexico City. More than 15, 000
people packed the Arena México and wound up the cam-
paign singing the Internationale and raising hundreds

of red flogs. At the podium, together with the leaders

of the Partide Comunista Mexicano (PCM — Mexican
Communist party) and the Movimiento de Organizecién
Sociglista (MOS — Movement of Socialist Organization),
stood the leaders of the Liga Socialista (LS = Socialist
League) and the Liga Comunista Internacionalista (LCI

— Internationalist Communist League), representing the
strong and militant contingent of the Fourth International,
made up of more than 1,000 comrades who accupied

part of the stodium. Thus ended the most important elec-
toral compalgn orgonized by the left in Mexico in at
least forty years.

But the importance of the campaign that presented
Valentfn Campa, a member of the PCM, as o condidate
for president went beyord the mere fact that the left
parties participated in the elections for the first time

in o long while, Above all, the importance of this ex-
perience was rooted in the fact that in spite of the small
mass influence of the Mexican left, the Campa candi=-
dacy was the only genuine clternative to the candidate
of the ruling party. At the same time, the compaign
also showed brood sectors of the masses the ontidemo-
cratic character of the regime, which denies all legal
rights to the genuine opposition parties.

In fact, the antidemocratic Mexican election law lays
down a series of requirements for any party's cbtaining
legal registration (and with it the right to participate

in the elections) such that in practice it Is only the gov-

ermnment itself that decides whether a party is legal or
not. In this monner, ever since its consolidation under
Cérdenas, the Bonapartist regime has granted legal regis-
tration only to parties linked to the government, besides
the party of the "revolution become government," the
Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRl — Institutional
Revolutionary party).

The debate in the left

The electoral experience of the left in Mexico has been
extremely meeger and negotive. MNearly all this trodi=
tion and experience has been linked to the Communist
party. Since its presentation of Herndn Laborde as o
presidential candidate in the 1930s, the CP had not run
any candidates officially; on the controry, it had sup-
ported the caond idates of the PRI, a3 in the cate of Avila
Camocho and Miguel Alemén.

On the other hand, because of the weakness of the left,
since 1968 the predominant attitude hos been to call

for abstention and to densunce the elections of 1970

ard 1973 (for president and parlioment respectively) os

a farce. These positions coincided with the growing
disinterest of the population in elections and their dis-
illusionment due to the frustration caused by various elec=-
toral frauds stoged by the government against opposition
condidates who had massive support.

Thus, early in 1975, when a debate began on the elec-
toral proctice of the left, not only was there no experi-
ence to fall bock on, but on the contrary there was a
great trodition of abstentionism, os in other Latin Amer-
ican countries, as well as a great mistrust in this method
of struggle.



R T B A A R e,

Because of the experience of the past, in mony radical-
ized sectors the tactic of electoral participation wes re-
garded s synonymous with conciliation with and tail-
erding of the closs enemy. The dead weight of absten-
tionism affected all the currents of the left, Because

of this, the organizations claiming ollegiance to the
Fourth International in Mexico, while differing over
what particular toctic to recommend, agreed from the
beginning that It was corract to participate in the elec-
tions at this junchure ond struggled ogainst the ultraleft
ond sectarian currents, which were present especially
in the student movement,

The Partido Mexicone de los Trabajodares (PMT — Mexi-
can Workers party), Founded after the massacre of June
10, 1971, by some leaders of the 1968 movement such
o3 Heberto Castillo ond by Demetrio Vallejo, lecder of
the railway workert union, finally decided ofter some
vecillations to abstain from electoral porticipation. The
PMT mode use of some of the slogons of the student
movement in on ottempt to.give o left cover fo its deci-
ston, which was profoundly reformist and electoralist

ot battom, Asserting that they were not inclined to
“play into the honds of the gevemnment, " the PMT lead-
ers refused to participote since the government hod de-
nied them legal registration and their vates would thus
not have been counted, In foct, the PMT hos been the
only left orgonization in recent years to make the ef-
fort 1o fulfill the requirements demanded by the election
low in order te cbiain registration, Conceived o on
electoralist party with o reformist ard grodualist line,
the PMT certainly acted consistently in refusing to par=
ticipate in the slections once the government denied

it all guarontess for it participation. In any event, the
decision waos inavitably a difficult one for the ranks of
this party, who have been trained for electoral portici-
pation and whose main work during the past two years
has bean the compaign for massive offiliotion aimed at
making sure that the party hod the number of members
required by the law for legal registration. At the least
a small trode=-union sectar of the PMT broke with the
party when it decided to abstain. This sector went over
to the CP in order to be able to propose one of its trode~
union leaders as o candidate for parliament.

After trying to obtain the ogreement of the Partido Popu-
lar Socialista (PPS — Pecple’s Socialist porty), the Par-
tido Socialista de los Trabojodores (Socialist Werkers
portyl, and the PMT, the Communist party finally hod

to form the Coolicién da lzquierda (Left Coalition) with
anly the Liga Socialista and the Mavimiento de Organi-
zacitn Socialista,

The Coalicidn de Izquierda

While we have said that the elections of 1976 were
marked fundamentally by the presence of the left, at

the same time we must explain they were centrally
marked by the Coalicisn de lzquierda made up of the
CP, LS, ond MOS. It was this coalition thot objectively
constituted the reference point for all political currents.

The debate over what ottitude to toke toword the elec-
tions was axised oround the policy of the Coalicidn,

The troditional obsfentioniam of the left was thrown into
crisis by the Campa candidocy. In spite of its elector-
alist conception, the PMT was cutflonked by the Coali-
cibn. The major centrist current — the group oround

the mogazine Punta Critice — began by calling for ab-
stention under the slogan “Our condidote (Marx) i3 not
registered, " but wound up on June 27, the day the com-
paign ended, calling for a vote for Compa. One week
before the elections! Such a sharp turn wos sxceedad
only by the Posadista grouplet, which first celled for

o vote for Campa and then, one waek loter, switched
to support Lépez Portilla, the PRI condidate! Ity self-
criticism stated thot the error hod been corrected thanks
to a letter from "Comrode J, Posadaos.”

The unpopularity of the Mexican CP ameng cerfain sec-
tors of the brood vanguard resulted in the foct that much
of the criticism they made of the Coalicifn wos genu=
inely sectarion — for exomple the occusation that the
Coalicién was a populor front or the embryo of o popu=
lar front. We do not deny that the CP wos interssted in
this. Its policies are in occordonce with such inferests.
Besides, we hove soid that before forming the Coalicién
the CP tried for a popular front with some bourgeois
forces. But foced with the refusal of these forces, the
CP waos compelled to reach agreement only with the
Ligs Socialista and the MOS. Hence, the Cealicién

de lzquiarda was not a popular front,

In order to be able to speak of a popular frant it is not
enough for there to be a refarmist program or for the
CP to be prepared to hitch itself to the wogon of the
"democrotic bourgeoisie”; @ key element s necessary:
the presence of o bourgeois force holding hegemany in
the Coalicién, There was no such force, The MOS is
no more than a reformist grouplet in process of being
assimilated by the PCM, which was cbviowsly the ha-
gemanic force in the Coalicién,

5ti1l more sactarian ond groundless was the eriticism of
tha LS according to which the LS had viclated principle
by signing platforms-and making electoral blocs with
other political srganizations, especially the PCM.
Apart from the experience of the Bolshevila' making
electoral fronts with the Memshaviks, it is obvious that
there are more recent examples in which supporters of
the Fourth International itself have made use of just

this possibility. For exomple, in 1958 the Socialist
Warkers party, the American Trotskyist orgonization,
called for the creation of an "electoral coalition of
socialist forces for united political action of socialises,
as was exploined by Comrode James P, Cannon in a
meeting in which Vincent Hallinon, who hod been the
presidential candidate of the Progressive party in 1932,
alsa participated .

On the contrary, it is much more important to highlight
the unprecedented character of the Mexican Communist
porty's moking an electoral bloe with an orgonization
of the Fourth International. This event is a sign of the
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new times in which we are living. The PCM is now un-
able to slander the Trotskyists, calling them ogents, for
it hos even established electoral blocs with them. In
this context it is noteworthy that in an interview with
the magazine Excélsior a few days before the elections
Valentfn Campa himself admitted that he had been ex-
pelled from the Mexican Communist party in 1940 for
opposing the ossossination of Trotsky (only because he
believed that Trotsky was already "liquidated politi=
cally"). In a biographical note on Campa, Oposicién,
the official organ of the PCM, affirmed even more au=
daciously that during the time he wos outside the party
it wes Compa who represented the real "Communist tra=
dition." Because of this, while some people were de-
nouncing the LS for allegedly having capitulated to
Stalinism, a rightist split from the pro-Soviet PCM was
denouncing that party for having copitulated to Trotsky=
isml

The Front of the Revolutionary Left

The other crganization of the Fourth International in
Mexica, the LC| (Formerly the GCI, Internationalist
Communist Group), did not participate in the Coali-
cién de lzquierda. lfs refusal to do so waos not based
on the sectarian reasons mentioned above. The LCl's
criticism of the Coalicién de lzquierda related to the
plotform it put forward .,

The LCl called for the formation of o Frente de la lz=
quierda Revolucionaria (FIR — Front of the Revolution=
ary Left) around a revolutionary program. It did not

call for fielding another candidate but instead for sup-
porting Valentfn Compa, thus expressing a class-against-
class vote, But of the same time the LCI called for o
vote to an alternative progrom to that of the Coalicién
through the formula "FIR-Campa. "

Mevertheless, the LCI's project of grouping the revelu-
tionary laft together did nof succeed. While aareeing

with the electoral platform proposed by the LC| for the
FIR, the great majority of centrist currents refused to
participate jointly with the LCI because of the LCl's in-
sistence on calling for o vote to Campa. The sectarian-
ism of the cenirists toward the PCM further isolated ard
weakened them in this important conjuncture, but it
also prevented more forces from coming together with
the LCI in the FIR.

The LCI's overestimation of left centrism hod its counter-
part in an underestimation of the PCM. The only pecu-
liar feature of the PCM is its relative weakness. |t is
this weakness and not any supposed revolutionary char-
octer that prevents it from coalescing o popular front.
It is also this weokness that compels it to negotiate with
orgonizotions of the Fourth International . It is obvicus
that such negotiatiors on an electoral front between the
PCM on the one side and both the LCl and LS on the
other would hove been marz2 favorcble to the latter two
erganizaotions, including as regards the content of the
electoral platform.

The agbove does not take account of the analysis of the
current relationthip of forces within the organized left
in Mexico. In the process of recomposition that hes
been going on within the left during the past two years
three currents may be highlighted os hegemonic: the
PCM, the PMT, and the Fourth International. Becowse
of a total lock of understanding of what Is invelved in
this reshuffling of the forces of the left, the LCI futilzly
attempted to link up with centrism at a time when it
could have conducted a more audocious participation
in relation to the Coalicidn and especially toward the
PCM.

The results of the July 4 elections, even if this was not
recognized officially, reflected the rise of Mexican
mass struggle . More thaon a million votes went to Campal
That is, more than the number of votes the PPS and the
PARM (Partide Auténtico de la Revelucidn Mexicana

= Authentic Party of the Mexican Revolution) contri=
buted to Lépez Portillo, who got a tatal of 15 million
votes, The importance of this result is all the greater if
occount is taken of the fact that these were votes for

a left condidate, for a declared communist candidate,
which means o lot in Mexice after decades of control
by the PRI. In their own way, the election results re-
Flect not only the rise of struggles, especially workers
struggles, but also the influence the left is beginning
to hold within these struggles. This influence broadered
considerably during the electoral campaign. OF course,
it wos the PCM that drew the greatest profit from the
experisnce, basically becouse of its larger apparatus.
But the PCM waos not the only one to profit. Certainly
since, a5 has been shown In the present conjuncture,
the PCM will not be the sole viable option on the left
during the ever greater struggles that are on the agenda
for the immediate future in Mexico. Slowly but surely,
the revelutionary Marxist alternative is also gaining in
strength. The great leap forward in this direction will
occur soon with the founding of the Mexican section

of the Fourth International with the unification of the
Ligo Comunista internacionaliste and the Liga Secialista.




DECLARATION OF THE UNITED SECRETARIAT OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

The Fourth International densunces the murder of comrode Mario Roberto Santucho, o leader of
the Revalutionary Workers party and the People’s Revalutionary Army of Argenting, by the brute
military dictatorship, which hos arrested thowsands of worker militants and killed dozerns of them
since the coup of March 24, 1976,

Comrade Santucho was a symbol of a whole generation of palitical fighters in Argenting who
jolned the revolutionary movement under the influence of the Cuban revolution Bnd socrificed
their |lves for what they considered to be the correct revelutionary erientation. He shared with
them a limitless devotion to the couse of national and social liberation of the exploited and op-
prassed, the conviction that this liberation could only be achieved through o secialist revelu-
tion, the belief that prolonged armed strugale was the only way to bring about such a victorious
revslution, and the single-minded personal Tnvalvement in all the political and organizational
implicotions of such an arientation,

A the leader of a revolutionary populist group in his native Argentine province [FRIP — Indo-

American and Popular Revolutionary Front), in 1967 Santucho accepted fusion with the Palobra
Chrera group, Argentine section of the Fourth Intematicnal, This implied his occeptance of the
odherence of the fused orgonization (PRT = Revelutionary Workers party) to the Fourth Interna=

tional. He did this without conviction of the correctness of the revolutionary Marxist progrom,
but out of a deep adherence to internationalism. He felt the need for an international revolution-
ary organization, but favored a more "ecumenical" regroupment, involving the Vietnamese;
Chinese; and Morth Korean CPs, some Magist parties, the Cuban CP, the main guerrilla forces
in Latin Americo, and the Fourth International.

Proctice showed that the unification of such divergent political farces was impossible. Political
differences erupted quickly imnside the PRT and led to a split in the beginning of 1967, One wing
of the PRT formed the PRT-La Verdad, which later fused with a section of the Socialist party to
form the PST, which ramains in the Fourth lnternotional . The other wing, under the leadership of
Santucho, formed the PRT-Combatiente, which initially maintained it willingness te remain in
the Fourth International and demanded recognition as the Argentine section ot the Ninth World
Congress. The Congress accepted this claim, given the statutory circumstances of the split, How=
ever, the political dynamics of the ¢plit proved to be decisive in the long run, The logic of the
PRT's orientation of "prolonged people's war" brought the political and programmatic differences
ta the fore. Comrode Santucho publicly broke with the Fourth International in 1973,

#s leoder of the PRT ond the ERP (Peaple's Revolutionary Army), Maric Réberto Santucho tried
with iron resolution to inflict blows against the Argentine bourgeois army through actions of small
armed groups in the hopa that, following the Chinese and Vietnamese examples, mosses of workers
and peczants would rally around this First nueleus and o mass revolutionary party would be built
in the course of the struggle. He hoped to constitute real "liberated zones” in the Morth of the
country, devoting big resources and sacrificing many militants to assemble the necessary military
infrastructure for this purpose. The Fourth |nternational has irreconcilable differances with this
strategy, which obscures the central role of the independent organization and class action of

the proletariat in the process of permanent revolution and the need to build a party on that pro-
grammatic basis. But we moum the death of this impresive revelutionary leader, who gave his
life for the liberation of the mosses of his country and his continent. The Argentine proletariat
will avenge Mario Roberta Santucho, os 1t will avenge all the Fighters for the socialist revolution
killed by the bourgeoisie and its butchers in Argentina, by overthrowing the dictatorship and
capitalist rule in that country.




Readers,

WE NEED $5,000
BY THE END
OF SEPTEMBER

TO ASSURE THE
CONTINUING PUBLICATION

OF INPRECOR

The first issue of INPRECOR was published in May 1974 in three languages, English,
French, and Spanish; soon it wos possible to bagin on edition in German, INPRECCOR
was launched to provide a forum for the revolutionary Marxist analysis of the Fourth
International on crucial events throughout the world, In this it has been o success;
more than 10,000 readers on all five continents have come to rely an this impertant
imstrument of political information and discussion. At o time when we are experien-
cing @ rising revolutionary upsurge on o world scale, INPRECOR should be expanded
and improved. But we are now focing exfreme difficulties due to o serious liquidity
crisls which has built up over past months ond hae been exacerbated by the recent
rise in postal rates and the summer shutdown during August. This liquidity crisis now
poses an immediate threat to our ability to continue regular publication of INPRECOR,
especially if we are to go ahead with plans to soon bring cut the fourth of cur spe-
cial, &4-page issues on the world economic situation.

We need financial help from our readers to solve this problem; without it we cannot
meet all our cutstanding obligations. We hope that readers can contribute a total
of $5, 000 before the end of September. Your help is urgently needed and every
response to this oppeal, no matter how small, will be helpful and welcome,

SEND YOULR CONTRIBUTION [marked "support”) TODAY|

wia parsanal check: mode out to the order of GISELA SCHOLTZ, Inprecor, 76 rue
Antoine Donsoert, 1000 Brussels, Belgivm;

vio postal order: GISELA SCHOLTZ, Acct. Neo. CCPO00-1085001-54

# Editour respomsobles René Groslambert, 34 rue MNothomb, 1040 Bl les.



