CHINA
AFTER

b i




]
lmmr international press correspondence

No.558  23september 1976

contents

CHINA
After the Death of Mao—A New Phase in Chinese Political
Struggle —by Livio Maitan |
SOUTH AFRICA
Non-European Unity Forged in Struggle =by Langa 10
ANGOLA
Whot Is the People's Republic of Angola? —by C. Gabriel 13
SPAIN
A Letter From Political Prisoners 17
LEBANON
The Palestinian Resistance Faces Critical Choices —by Salim Accawi 18
TUNISIA
Workers Struggles Rise —by A. Aziz & B, Malik 22
SRILANKA
The Regime in Crisis —by Bala Tompoe 27
BOLIVIA
The Miners Lose a Battle —by S, Fernandez 28
ARGENTINA
Free José Pdez| 3l
I NPREC OF 76 rue Antoine Donsoart Brusiek-1000  Belgium

INTERMATIOMNAL PRESS CORRESPONDE MNCE
Fortnightly infarmation organ of the Unitad Secreturiot of the Faurth International
publizshed in Enplish, French, Spanish, and German.

Signed orticles do not necesserlly represent the views of INPRECOR,

SLBSCRIPTIONS: | yeor (25 fusues) — USS17: Con817; &7

AlR MAIL TO U.5. & Conada: §24, TO AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND ; USS30,

SPECIAL SIX-1SSUE AR MAIL INTRODUCTORY SUB: U.5, & Conada $5.50;

ALSTRALIA & MEW ZEALAND LSS&, 50,

TO SUBSCRIBE: TO PAY BY PERSOMAL CHECK 02 INT'L BANEK MOMNEY DORDER:

Send name ond oddress to INPRECOR with check mode to the order of GISELA SCHOLTZ.

TO PAY BY INT'L POSTAL ORDER: Send nome ond address to INPRECOR.. Send pestal

crder fo GISELA SCHOVTZ, 127 re Josse Impere, Brussels 3, Acer. Mo, CCPOD0-1085001-54




The death of Maa has provoked reactions that would
hove seemed pamdoxical in other periods. The chief=
tain of American capitalism spoke of a "tragic loss"
and his colloboratars mode no secret of their concern
far the future. In Moscow there were open and indecent
expressions of satisfoction and hope. Obviously, these
reactions are linked to the international palicy Mao
hod imposed during the last years of his |ife. After oc-
cusing the Kremlin bureaucrats of hoving copitulated
to Americon imperialism since the end of the 19505,
Mao chonged his battle ery, first taking a position of
equal distance from the twe "superpowers” and than
adapting the thesis that "social-imperialism" is the
main enemy, with all the corsequences, from eriticliz-
ing the western capitalists for not arming themselves
sufficiently ond for being too accommodating toward
Moscow to red corpet welcomes in Peking for the likes
of Fanfani and Strauss.

[l

Mevertheless, in @ more general serse Mao wias a con-
tradictory figure, and any historical evaluation of his
work must emphasize this essentiol chorocterisiic.

A contradictory historical figure

From 1927, drowing the bolonce-sheet of the defeat

of the Chinese revalution of 1925-27 in his own way,
Meo adopted a critical pesition In regord to the line

by LIVIO MAITAN

imposed in Ching by the Stalinized Comintern and
sketched out potitions that differed from those of the
leadership of the Chinese Communist party, Monethe-
less, he refroined fram cpenly contesting Stalinist or-
thedoxy, odopting Stalinist concepfiors ond utilizing
substantially bureaucrotic methods of orgonization and
leadership. While continuing to proclaim mare or less
classical ideas about the |e|:bd:;r|g rale of tha 'qlafi.r_;p-g
class, at the right moment he percelved the fundamental
impartance of the peasantry in the specific Chinese con-
text of that peried, in particular within the perspective
of o protrocted war. On various occosions after the
Comintern's turn to the policy of popular fronts, he as-
sumed positions even further ta the right than these of
the ather Communist porties. He ot only advocated

but olso implemented a policy of collaboration with

the Kuomintang of Chiang Kai-shek, and during the
secord world war and immediately ofter he tenociously
sought o compromise with the old dictator.

U.5. decuments published during the 1950s confirm that
if no agreement was reached it was because of Chiang
Kai-shek's refusal. But in spite of his desire for collab-
oration and compromise, in practice Mao never yielded
on one essential point: he refused to give up the inde-
pendence of his army, which at no time dissalved into
the army of the Kuomintang, not even when there was
o convergence of struggle against the armed forces of
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Jopanese imperialism. At the decisive moment in the
new revelutionary upsurge of the masses, when faced
with an ingluctable choice, Mao ploced himself at the
head of the peasant insurrection, disregarding Stalin's
advice, which was to seek on agreement with Chiang
at any cost, and led the red army to the conguest of
power. Ten years later he cssumed the role of spokes-
man for left eriticism of the policy of the Kremlin lecd-
ers ond various Communist porties,

For forty years Moo stood at the heod of a party that
led a socialist revalution, one of the milestones af oor
century. But ofter introducing bureaucratic conceptions
and metheds of sdministration aven Tn the liberated
zones and after corrying through a Stalinization of the
itructures of the porty, once in power he presided over
o relatively ropid process of bureaucratization of the
new warkers state. Given his leading role ond prestigs,
any attempt to obsalve Maa of any respansibility ond

to lay the blame for the phenomena of degeneration on
leaders other than Mao amounts to nothing but apolo-
getics. Meverthaless, it is true that at o certain point
Mao began to become alarmed at the conteguences of
what he himself defined o3 o "process of alienation”
with respect to the masses. Ina peried in which mony
profound tensions hod ripened, he took the initiative
of the sa-called cultural revelution, appealing to the
masses even more than on other occossions, first the
students and later, although with greater caution, the
workers ond peasonts os wall,

He proclaimad that the masses would decide everything,
but in reality he comstructed {and in the final phose of
the cultural revolution recomstructed) o centralized ond
fundamentally monolithic opparatus based on an authori-
tarian paternalism of which the cult of the personality
represented the crowning fouch. He upheld the neces-
sity of an intransigent struggle ogainst imperialism and
for some years severely criticized Moscow's policy to-
ward the bourgeaisies of various colonial and neccole-
nial countries. But he unreservedly supported the col-
labaration with the bourgecisie that led to the trogic
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defeat of the Indonesion Communist party and the paral-
ysix of his followers in Pakiston ond East Bengal, not to
mention the potitions of later years, which saw him side
with the government of Sri Lanka In corrying out a fero-
ciows repression, avoid any condemnation of the Pina-
chet dictatarship in Chile, and assume o hypocritical
position of neutrality during the war in Angola. He tried
te put himself ferward as the inspirer of a battle agoinst
bureaucratization, which he presented as copitalist
restoration, bul despite the criticisms ond differences

in proctice, to the very erd he considered Stalin a great
revolutionary and one of the leading theareticians of
Marxism.

Thus, in o concentrated ond symbolic form, the figure
of Mao more thon ony other reflected the controdictions
of o historical epoch, the contradictions that have so
for emerged in the phose of transition from copitalism
to socialism. Lenin died only o few years after the Oc-
tober Revolution and thus possed into history primarily
os the leader of the first soclalist revolution. Trotsky,
dafeated becouse of the relationship of forces during
the period in which he lounched his struggle against the
bureoucrocy, became the symbol of intrarsigent defense
of the conquests of the revalution. Stalin, on obscure
figure before October, otsumed historic stature as the
protagonist of the bureaueratic counterrevolution. Mao,
oz we have seen, was simultaneously the top leader of
a revolution and the major person responsible for the
buregucratic degeneration of the workers state that
emerged from that revolution. As the leoder of a vic-
torious revolution he contributed to inflicting a historic
defeat on the world imperialist system. But ot the same
time, he did not at all abandon the Stalinist conception
of socialism in one country and of subordinating the in-
terests of the revolutionary struggle of the mosses of the
world to the interests of the state.

The disappearance of a man who hod ployed such a great
part in the contemporary histary of Ching incontestably
represents an element of rupture which will trigger rather
profound shakeups.




At the time of the death of Stalin revelutionary Marxists
stressed the essential role his personality hed played

in assuring the cohesion of the burecucratic caste and

in the functioning of the mechanisms of leadership of
the state and the party. In various respects, the role of
Mag hos been even more decisive, Like Stalin, Maa
held the ruling buresucratic layer together and appeared
as the only person who had the outhority to have the
last word during times of conflict. But Mao's "Bona-
partism” operated not only within the buresucracy but
also within society os a whole,

Here we must recall certain peculiar features of the
Maoist method of |Ea:ier'ihl'p and exercise of pOwWEr,
palpably different from those Stalin imposed in the USSR
during the 1930s and 1940s. This mathod may be summed
up o3 the effort to maintain more direct and living links
with the masses and to resort to the more or less con-
trolled and canalized intervention of the masses them-
selves during periods of special difficulty.

In erder to survive ond win victory in a long and bitter
protrocted revolutionary war, Mao had to rely not only
on the support but alsa on the active participation of
the masses. Similarly, he hod to seek o certain mobili-
zation of the masses when it came time for the gigontic
work of building o new society beginning from a mater-
ial base that was even more backward thon that of
Russia in 1917 while having to contend with imperialist
sabotage. This explains why the relations between the
leaders and the masses in China have always been more
direct than those between the maosses and the Stalinist
leading group in the USSR, which were virfually non-
existent. It further exploins why in spite of the bureau-
cratic degeneration, a sortof "horizontal democrocy "
(the term used by 5.5. Wu — see INPRECOR, No.55,
July B, 1976, and No,56, July 22, 1976) hos existed
in China, especially during certain pericds. In other
words, there is o certain degree of independance of
decision-making on the local level in choosing the forms
in which the general orientation decided at the top
will be applied. This also explains why at vorious times

Mag and other lecders have turned to the masses to ex-
tract thamsalves from situations of conflict or paralysis
within the party leadership. MNaturally, these leaders
were always careful to establish a precise fromewark
for the mobilizations they stimulated and, in the final
analysis, to channel them. The experiences of the last
months of 19686 and the first manths of 1967 demaonstrated,
contrary to any apologetic interprefation, thot barely
s sectors of the masses began fo act according to their
own dynamic, pursuing objectives different from those
sat by the Macist leodership, the lotter did not hesitate
to resort not only to o variety of massive ideclogical
terrorism, but &ven, in the lost instance, to repression.

{Let us recall that it wes precisely the emergence of
such explasive situations of tension that induced Moo
ta rely on the army, which for o certain period took
on a prime function). But all this does not change the
foct thot Mac's "system” assigns the masses a different
rale, one of more active participation, than was the
case in the USSR during the Stalin ond post=-Stalin pe=-
rieds. On the other hand, the very roising of revelu=-
tonary-democratic and egalitarion themes on various
occasions, despite all the tactical machinations and
ottempts at instrumentalization, Inevitebly hod various
consequences, objectively stimulating the tendency of
the masses or the most mature layers of the masses to
bring their weight to bear more forcefully, to Fill the
"horizontal democrocy” permitted by the leading group
with a real content,

The existence of o charismatic leader having sufficient
prestige to call upon the masses ot declsive maments but
also copable of suddenly imposing discipline and a re-
turn o "normality"” was essantial for such a practice of
the exercise of power and such o method of leadership
— even more essential, let us repeat, than the person-
ality of Stalin in the system of rule imposed in the USSR,
In this sense above all, there can be no substitute what=
ever for Moo, His death thus Introduces what moy be
called an element of "structural” imbalance into the
Chinese political system,
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In order to examine some hypotheses on possible develop-
ments in post=-Mao China it is First of all necessary to
briefly recall some of the tentions that subsist structur=-
ally and politically, which were not overcome by the
cultural revolution and the subsequent period.

According to official statistics, during the past several
years the Chinese economy hos registered succeses
which ore not contested even by experts of the most di-
verse arientations. Overall, however, toking a longer
period into account, the poce of development remains
relatively restricted, This means not only that the ab-
solute levels achieved remain modest, but also that the
gop between China, the USSR, and some capitalist coun-
tries hos not narrowed or even threctens to widen, espe-
cially in some sectors. It Is significant that in many dis=
cussions with foreign guests, occording fo the undenied
occounts of the latter, both Maa and Chou En=lal ean-
tinued to stress the peristent backwardness and poverty
of China.

It must be recalled that after violently polemicizing
agairst the USSR during the 1950s becouse of Mascow's
policy of increasing economic relations with the capi-
talist countries, China has done the same thing even
mare systematically, not only seeking to brooden com-
mercial trode, but alse acquiring machinery and even
entire industrial complexes from the western countries
and Jopan. After a certain point, however, this policy
began to conflict with a requirement set down as & norm
by the Chinese leaders: thot the country not build up

a foreign debt. IF this option were rigorously confirmed,
the inevitable consequence would be o slowdown, not
an acceleration, of the pace of industrial development,
at least in some sectors. A policy of self-sufficiency
and even basic autarky can be obligatory under excep-
tional circumstances (let us not farger that for years
China hod to contend with both the persistent imperi-
alist bleckode or partial blockade and the open sobo-
tage of the Moscow bureaucrats), but in the long run

it inevitably entails exiremely negative consequences.
To judge from allusions made in certain polemics, this
problem has already been a source of conflict within
the leading group. It is quite probable that it will be
posed again more acutely in the future, even though
the development of oil exports might lessen this contra-
diction.

Let us look at some quick considerations on ogriculture.
Mot even Maoist China hos been able to escape the
dilemma focing bureaucratized transitional societies

that have arisen on the basis of a low level of produc-
tive forces (o factar which must never be forgotten,
with the permission of certain neo-utopions). This di=
lemma may be stated as follows: either to occept, affer
the rodical reforms of the initial phase, the subsistence
for an indefinite pariod of relations that are not collec-
tivist but insteod intermediary between private-plot or
cooperative peasant agriculture on the one hand and
collectivized agriculture on the other, with all the
economic consequances and social risks that legically
follow, or else to force the pace of collectivization,

to o large extent ignoring the real possibilities of mech-
anization and leaving open the threats of dramatic
breaks with vest peasant mosses and repercussions that
in the final onalysis are negative for production itself,
This problem, which wes at the oot of the regime's
crucial choices in the countryside, from the massive
launching of the cooperative mavement in the middie
of the 1950s to the largely voluntaristic attempts to
formpeople'scommunes in 1958 fo the subsequent rec-
tifications, has still not been solved. On the one hand,
the rates of development of production, agoin accord-
ing to official figures, confinue to be |imited (which

is especially serious since Ching continues to register
consistent increases in population). Onithe other hand,
the peasants tend to devote more care to their indivi-
dual plots than to collective production. The conse-
quences inevitably make themselves felt, fimt on the
general economic level and second on the sacial lavel,
since under such conditions it is inevitable that differ-
entiations among various layers of the peasantry will
persist and even deepen,*

In connection with the problems posed by the difficul-
ties of economic development and the problems of agri-
culture in particulor, o series of social tersions continue
to arise and even to intensify, judding by certain signs.
To give just one example, difficulties and contradic-
tions have come up regarding the integration of new
generations into the economic fobric. Imbolances arose
on the one hand because of the still limited specific
weight of the industrial and urban economy and on the
other hand as a result of massive access to education
{which, there is scarcely any need to recall, constitutes
one of the major gains of the revolution). The exisience
of such problems has become clear, for example, in the
polemics on the so-called educated youth sent to work
in the countryside. For the time being ot least, this in-
volves relatively limited sectors, but the absolute num-
ber of youth involved, occording to figures cited in the
above-mentioned article of 5.5. Wu, approaches 12, -
000, 000. These youth do not always freely accept being
transferred fo the countryside, whare living conditions
are generally more arduous, and quite often they were
not greeted with great enthusiosm by the pegsants.

*On this ond other problems, it would be useful for
readers to refer to the articles that have previously ap-
peared in INPRECOR, particularly those of 5.5. Wu

in Mos. 55 and 56. For more general observations and
an analysis of developments in postrevolutionary China,
permit me to mention my own book, Party, Army, and
Maosses in China, New Left Books, London, 1978,



Hence, there has been a back and forth movement be=
tween the cities and the countryside, with some youth
returning to the cities unauthorized. This threatens to
result Tn the development of layers of youth who are
uprooted in a certain sense, deprived of any stable place
in society and thus tempted to operate on its fringes.
According to some interpretations whose verocity we
are not in pesition tocheck, such situations may have
been at the root of the eriminal incidents that have re-
cently occurred in some cities, to whizh the official
prass has referred .,

A series of problems and tensions are also posed on the
purely palitical level. The critical analysis of revelu=-
tionary Marxists has demonstrated that from the very
beginning the Chinese workers state hes been charoc-
terized by the absence of a network of argans of prole-
tarian democrocy of the saviet type and even by a cer-
tain survival of the previously existing edministrative
apparatuses. (The negative influence of this latter ele-
ment wes denounced by the Maojsts themselves during
the 1966 and 1947 polemics), The Chinese constitution
calls for the election on the basis of local organs of o
Maticnal People's Assembly which is supposed to be the
real repository of power, In practice, the Assembly,
when it has met, has had no function except to formally
ratify decisions that have alreody been made elsewhere,
in the leading bodies of the party. (Let us not forget
that Maocist conceptions assign the party a function of
absolute preeminence and rigoraus control, similar

to the conceptions that held sway in the USSR both
under and after Stalin). Since it is practically impes-
sible for the restricted leading bodies (even comsidered
in the brood sense, that is, including all their various
subcommittess and branches) to octually make decisions
on all the problems that arise in o country as large os
China, there is some margin for the exercise of "hori-
zontal democracy” on the one hond and thers i a ten-
dency to create relatively independent regional or local
power bodies on the other hand. The result is o precar-
ious situation laden with conflict, In foct, on various
occasions — and not only ot the most dramatie point of
the 1966-67 erisis — the masses have seught to lend o
more substanticl content fo this "horizontal democracy”
ard centrifugal forces have thus developed within the
bureaucracy (the recurrent polemics agairst people ac-
cused of having created "independent kingdoms" reflect
these types of centrifugal tendencies).

International policy also holds a potential for tersions
within the bureaucracy itself and even more so between
the bureaucracy and the masses, The death of Mao may
provide an additional stimulus toward drawing a balance=
sheet for which the leading group itself must have al-
ready felt the need. For a whole pariod, and even now,
the assertion of complete independence of the USSR hos
paid off for the Chinese bureaucracy both internally
and in imporfant sectors of the communist movement,
Even the polemic against the "two superpowers” bore
some diplomatic and political fruit, for it was able to
correspond somewhat both with the interests of some
"national" bourgeoisies and states and with the santi=
ments of some movements in calenial countries which

were impelled by the necessities of the struggle ogainst
imperialist powers to seek the "friendship” of the USSR
and thus hod oceasion to undergo bitter experiences

of "collaboration" with the Kremlin leaders. But now,
after nearly two decodes, a general balanca-sheet is
needed, and so is a balance-sheet of the line of the
past several years, which has been based on the sup-
position that "secial imperialism” is the main enemy,

Now, while there is no doubt that the existence of the
Washington-Mascow-Peking triangle hes enabled one

or another of the three to win conjunctural tectical ad-
vantages from time to time, the major benefit averal|
has been reaped by American imperialism. To mention
only the central episode of the past ten years, while it
is true that the Sino-Soviet conflict did not spare the
imperialists their defeat in Vietnam, it must not be for-
gotten that the very sharpress of that canflict consider-
ably breodened the maneuvering room of the White House
and the Pentagen. It has since been shown by various
documents thot omong the elements that induced Johnson
to plunge into the Indoching odveniure in 1965 ane of
the most important was the conviction that the United
states would not have to face a united frent of the major
workers states. And there s no doubt that this division,
like the limits of the militery aid to the Vietnamese
fighters for o whole period, contributed to significantly
delaying the final cutcome.

Second, the policy of the Peking ledding group, which
has sacrificed the needs of the struggle of the warking
class and the anti-imperialist movements of varicus coun-
fries on the altar of diplamatic advantages (of dubious
value in any event), has not only resulted Tn a loss of
prestige for this leadership, which for many year had
oppeared as the protagonist of o greot victarious revelu-
tien, but hes also facilitated both reactionary regression
in various countries and maneuvers of the so-called na-
tional bourgeoisie, in the final analysis in contradiction
with the legitimate requiremeants of defense of the Chi-
nese workers state. A for as the Communist parties are
concerned, the balance-sheet of Masist policy also
leaves no room for doubt. Since a few successes of the
early phases of the Sino-Soviet conflict, the attractive
power of the Chinese Communist party has been con=
stantly on the wane and the CCP's sphere of influence
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is now smaller than ever. Even among the far-left groups,
which the cultural revolution and the Chinese criticisms
of the Kremlin hod contributed to creating, sometimes
decisively, the hard-line defenders of Peking's positions
increasingly fall into the category of political parancia,
while more critical and sophisticoted tendencies pre=
vail. (This is reflected in the dreary delegat'ons of Mao-
ist Communist parties received in Peking; the existence
of these groups is often unknown in their countries of
orgin.)

But beyond the balance=sheet of the past fifteen years
and beyond the conjunctural difficulties, sooner or
later one fundamental controdiction must inevitably
come to the surfoce in o more or less ocute form. Re-
gardless of Maooist thearetical deviations or sropagan-
distic mystifications, the sccial choracter of the USSR
is analogous to that of China and qualitatively differ=
ent from that of the United States and the other capi-
talist countries. This hard fact is in contradiction to
the thesis of "social imperialism” os the main enamy
and even more in contradiction to its practical im-
plications. This will be a source of inevitable conflict.
The fact that on various occasions oppositionists who
have fallen into disgrace hove been occused (with how
much justification it is difficult to soy in most cases)

of desiring @ compromise with the "social imperialists”
and of acting as their agents demonstrates that this is
not @ matter of speculation about the future but of un-
derstanding the significance of clashes that have already
occurred within the leading group on various occasions.

Mass mobilizations and tendencies in
the bureaucracy

All these potential conflicts may became that much
more operative in the new phase now opening since
changes have occurred or are occurring on an ever
greater scale on two levels,

First, the generation that was born or grew up ofter
1949 is now becoming predominant. For the older gen-
erations, the essential reference point tended to be the

conditions of prerevolutionary society, 2s difficult as
the post-1949 situation may have been os o result of
the mistakes or crimes of the bureaucracy, the contra=
dictions of the new society seemed insignificant when
compared fo the oppression of the ald China. For the
new generations, the conquests of the revolution repre-
sent an almady ochieved starting point. Their attitude
will be and already hos been determined by the extent
to which the transitional society is capable of respond-
ing to their needs ard by whether or net comstant prog-
ress is made in all fields. Second, a replocement pro-
cess has occurred or is occurring with ever Tncreasing
rapidity not only in the central leadarship but also at
all the various levels of the party. The “historic” lead-
ers and codres are disappearing and being replaced by
leaders and cadres who will not be able to avail them=
selves of the prestige of the leoders of the revalution
and will be judged on the basis of their present behav-
ior, their present successes and Failures.

Finally, Mao has disappeared from the scene at a time
which, far from being ane of stagnation or demoraliza-
tion of the mosses, is marked by o new rise of political
sensitivity and combativity and o reemergence of criti=
cal cadres copable of taking courageous initiatives,
The first signs of new ferment cccurred as long ogo as
1973, in Canton for exomple, where material present-
ing on antibureoucratic critique was circulated, But es-
pecially during the past two yeans, various events have
shown even more clearly that the situation is in motian
once ogain. Again in Canton there have been demon-
strations of soldiers whose terms were running cut, as
well as various spontanecus strikes. In Hangchow the
strikes reached such proportions that it was decided to
order the army to intervene. The demonstration in Pe-
king's Tien An Men Square lost April § may have been,
as cloimed by official sources, the scene of moneuvers
by the Teng Hsigo-ping tendency and thus may have
originated in intraburecucratic conflicts. But in the
final analysis its size (tens of thousands of participants)
and dynomic expressed o spontaneous explosion of criti-
cism of the group thot leads the party and the state.

What will happen in the coming peried? It is not easy
to reply, at least on the basis of the meager information
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we now possess, The battle within the bureaucracy will
be extremely bitter. The very problem of succession s
posed in dramatic terms. It is nct only a question of ap-
pointing @ successor to Mao, but alss of filling all the
voids left by deaths or political liquidations in various
levels of the leadership (the case of the standing com-
mittee of the Political Bureou, now reduced to two or
three members, is symbolic of @ more generalized in-
stability) . The fact that in the very communiqué announc-
ing the death of Moo (it would be interesting to know
what body actually approved this communiqué) there
were violent and repeated attacks not enly on past "de-
viationists, " but also on the most recent victim, Teng
Hsioo-ping, is o sure sign of a situation of persistent
tension and fear among the group that emerged victori=
ous from the conflicts of the first months of this year,

It is probable that the first round will end with some
compromise solution. In fact, the very selection of
Hua Kuo~feng was already a choice of this type.

More generally, there is no doubt that the tendency
which more directly represants the apparatus, the ten-
dency which oppeared as the most conservative one as
leng ago as during the cultural revolution, the most
prominent representatives of which were Liu Shoo-chi
and Teng Hsico-ping, which on verious occasions has
been able to recover after defeats, hos been objectively
strengthened by the disappearance of Mao, the only
figure who had been able to oppose this tendency suc-
cessfully. Nor can another Mao be constructed artifi-
cially,

The strengthening of such a tendency would probably
be viewed favorably by ol those who wspire fo defend,
comsolidate, or increase positions of privilege, primar-
ily the upper levels of the bureaucracy. But layers of
intermediary codres might also lean taward such o ten-
dency, those who have greater links with the masses but
exactly becouse of that have often had to pay the price
of sherp turns, have been more directly targeted by the
great "rectification compaigns, * or have even been
deliberately cast in the unenviable role of scapegoat,
Thus, they may feel a genuine need 1o get out of the
line of continuous fire and enjoy a period of gregter
tranquility. Finally, a tendency of this type could seek
to assure itself a base in the countryside, probably not
without some temparary success, by proposing o series
of Khrushchevist-type concessions to some sectors of
the peasantry, (The reference fo Khrushchev is purely
indicative, since the conditions in the Saviet country-
side when Stalin died were significantly different from
those that now prevail in China.)

Mest commentators have raised the question of whether
the post-Mao period will be marked by a turn in the
orientation of Chinese international policy. We have
already indicated the problems posed in this sphere,

the tendencies that have already taken shape In the

past within the leading group itself, and the contradic-
tions-that will eventually come to the surfoce. Without
engoging in abject speculation, we can advance the
hypathesis that changes will surely occur sooner or later,

There is already pressure in this direction. Among other
things, Mescow would have an interest in g détente,
even in the near future, as was confirmed by the reac-
tions to the death of Moo, A whole series of Communist
parties, amang them those with the greatest weight and
international prestige, surely advocate not only a dé-
tente but even a rapprochement and recomposition of
the front of "fraternal parties. " From the Vietnamese
Communist party to the most authoritative representa=-
tives of the so-called Eurocommunists fo the Cuban CP,
without exception ond regardless of their present persua-
sions, all of them ore convinced that an evolutien in

a positive direction could in no way lead to a return to
the monolithism of the time of the Stalinized Comintern
and Cominform but on the contrary would deprive Mos-
cow of any possibility of once again imposing its con-
tral and hegemony and in general would incregse the
prestige and attractive power of all the Communist par-
ties,

In conclusion, the death of Mao will certainly open o
new chapter, although it would be idle speculation to
fry to predict which tendencies will prevail in the com-
ing phases and what specific forms the crisis of the bu-
reaucratic system will toke, The Chinese masses have
entered a new period of activity and critical reflection.
The most probable cbjectives of the coming battles will
be the improvement of living standards, reduction of
inequality, ectual exercise of warkers democracy. These
battles will be integrated into @ more general perspec-
tive of ontibureaucratic struggle.

The codres who have been trained during the past several
years will be able to make their weight felt in these
battles. Let us not forget that the sharpest phase of the
1966-67 crisis saw the maturation of tens of thousands
of cadres wha, beyond the mystifications of the leading
group, committed themselves to struggles of an antiby-
reaucratic dynamic and provided themselves with vari-
ous sorts of instruments of organization. In some coses

= the literature on this has been extersively reproduced
= extremely interesting efforts toward comprehensive
criticism and theoretical generalization were mode

The protagonists of these events lost out in the last phase
of the cultural revalution; on eceasion they were hard
hit, in general they were marginalized, Thers were
inevitable phenomena of demoralization. But now cone
ditions hove been recreated for new developments, for
a reactivation of these codres. They will now be able

te make an especially important contribution, for the
disappearance of Mao will tend fo eliminate the major
obstacle to their understanding of the nature of the re-
gime and the leadership, rendering inoperative the myth
of a Moo = the standand-bearer of the antibureaucratic
struggle, @ myth to which they had continued to cling.
In other words, they will be able to avoid objectively
becoming instruments in a struggle of one faction of the
bureaucracy against another. And, linking themse lves
more directly to the masses, they will be able to assume
a leading role in the struggle against the bureaucracy
as a whole,

September 14, 1975
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Throughout the Sowato uprising, the leoders of the
"black comciousness” movement such o Mkele and M.
Buthelezi, along with the Quislings of the Bantu Affairs
Department and Celoured Affois Depariment such as
"Chief" Buthelezi and Sonny Leon, were calling for a
"diglogue" with Vorter, At the same time, leoders of
the "indepandent" neocolonial stotes — Nyerere of Tan-
zonio, Kaoundo of Zambio, Mobutu of Zaire, Kenyatta
of Kenya, Amin of Ugando, ond Khama of Botswaona

— weare continuing their collaboration with imparialism,
conducting their own dialogases in the framewoark of
Kissinger's " African shuttle” diplomacy. As against this
collaboration, the oppressed of South Africa were pur-
suing o nationwide policy of non=-collabaration with
aportheid ond non=European unity. This controst comsti=
tutes the heart of the events in South Africa between
Junz and Seplember.

African-‘coloured’ unity

The afficial number of students and workers murdered
in South Africo since June rose toward 400 in Septem=
ber; more reosonable estimates of the true number ex-
cead 1,000. The official number of arrests rose to more
than 2, 500 as the September-struggles reoched levels
even higher than those of the August struggles, just as
the August struggles hod svidenced greater unity and
comciousness thon those of June. The nationwide char=
acter of the battle became especially evident in one
important mpect: the powerful upsurge of the "coloured"
0

NON-EUROPEAN
FORGED IN STRUGGLE

by LANG

students and workers side by side with the Africons,
“Coloureds” are defined under rocist South African laws
as people of "mixed"” ancestry.] This was nat so much
on act of solidarity as a reflection of the consciousness
omong the coloureds that they are part of one and the
some struggle along with the Africans,

Throughout the Cape, where mast of the 2,250, 000
coloureds live, the struggle raged to the point that one
correspandent could write: "The situation is clearly
out of contrel in the sense that the palice are unable
to prevent the outbreak of violence or to suppress vio-
lence when it occurs, " (The Guardian, September 10.)
For imperialism and its racist South African regime,
"violence" is the struggle of the oppressed agaimt the
imstitutionalized viclence of the regime, which through
its oppression and exploitation kills an average of 2
million non=Europeans eoch decade (calculared on the
basis of the difference between blatk and white mor-
tality rates under apartheid) .

The coloured upsurge, centered in Cape Town and Port
Elizobeth, swept through large rural towns like Paarl
and Huguenoi, where the whites fled in panic from their
own commerciol centers os the coloured workers entered
the white city, from which they are barred by the loca~
tion system. The police opaned fire everywhere, some-
times uting snipers. The coloured locations of Cape
Town, similar In structure and conditions to the Soweto
black location outside Johannesburg, erupted, includ-
ing Ravensmead, Elsie's River, Athlone, Tiervlei, Bon-



theuvel, Bishop Davis, Grassy Park, Manenburg, Sher-
wood Park, and Retreat. According to official figures,
twenty-four coloured demonstrators were shot dead on
September B and ¥ alone.

This struggle went hand in hand with that of the African
locations of Langa ond Nyanga, On September 14 and
15 some 500,000 African workers of Sowets and Alexan-
dra Township went on strike (mainly in services, com-
merce, domestic service, and light industry). At the
same time, some 1,600 kilometers to the south, the
coloured workers of the Cape joined in with a massive
strike of 250,000 in the docks, industry, commerce,

and framspart.

It was the first time since the Cope Town struggles of
1919-20 that there had been o simultansous and com-
bined non-European strike, and this time an a much
broader scale and higher level. The theme of non=Euro-
pean unity was taken up by the student strike orgoniza=
tions, and for the first time this unity took o mass form,
expressed in industrial action on clese te a naotional
scale. Momeover, this struggle was centered on the is-
sue of the Bantustans and the Coloured Affairs Depart-
ment, against racism and for full democratic rights, ol=
though this wes not explicitly expressed everywhere be-
couse of the lack of leadeship,

One nation or multiraeial racism?

In essence, this non=-European unity was antiracist and
nat antiwhite. The stoning and bombing of white cors,
businesses, and houses were fundamentally expressions
of anti-racism, The terror of the white rocist oppresson
was based on their fear of the just retribution of thelr
virtual slaves; it was thelr reaction to the bock lash
against their own system. Kissinger's panicky call for
financial and political guarantess for “minarity rights"
for the while populations of Rhodesia and MNamibia
were thrust aside by the non-European oppressed fight-
ing for one, unpartitioned, non-racist nation with
equality and democracy for all and not for another form
of apartheid, a "multiracial" form of racism. The mos-
sive strugales of August and September and the unbreck-
able courage and united action of the nor-Eurcpean
oppressed were their respanse to both the "multiracial-
ism" of the liberals and the "Black identity” schemes
of the opartheid government.

In a public statement on September 15 Varster himself
expounded on the "identity” cult now being fostered
by European liberalism, imperialism, and the African
collaborators, He declored that apartheid would remain
forever, which indeed is the basic policy of U.5. and
European imperialism, both of which deliberataly ex-
cluded South Africa from the policy of "one man one
vote" ond "majority rule" in their policy statements of
last April. But Vorster went further. He explained that
"apartheid is not oppression. It is not inequality. It
recognizes the equality of everyone, but on the basis
of their differences. Apartheid is based on the principle

of identity," Since Jure, nearly 500 nan-Europears
have lost their lives Fighting against this Catholic-"50~
cialist"-European apartheid "identity principle, ¥ which
Varster's September 15 speech revealed for the racist
nonsense it always was.

The June-September avenh hove continued to confirm
the fundamental analysis of South African revelutionary
Marxists that it s the working class that must lead the
struggle to resolve the national question. The strikes
of August and September, it is true, did fall short of
the complete unity that Is necessary. The compound
workers, who stand at the heart of mining and heavy
industry, hub of the economy, were generally absent
from the strike, But the location workers, those forced
to live on the outskirts of the big cities, rose up in
united fashion agoinst the creed of Botha, Vorster's
white minister of Bontu affairs, who hed declared on
August 26 that the Africom came to "the white areas
to sell their labor and for nothing else. Those who ce-
cepted the citizenship of a tribal homeland would be
more welcome in white areas than those who did naf, "
The nen-European working class, both African and
coloured {ond some sections of the Indion population
as well} struck 1 million strong ogainst this basic and
unifying economic principle of apartheld: cheap labor
and Bantustans.

Toward a pre-revolutionary situation

Sir Villiers Graaf, leader of the liberal pro-apartheid
United party, the white oppesition, said on Sestember
? that "the past twelve weeks have changed South Af-
rica." This does nat mean that he or any other represen-
tative of imperialist racism, whether Boar or British,
believes that there is yet a revolutionary situation in
South Africa. They are well aware that the economic,
political, and military might of the Common Market,
NATO, and U.S. imperialism have a vested interest
in the preservation of apartheid and will back up the
racist state against the non-European oppressed by any
means necessary, Unless the proletariat of the imperi-
alist countries takes action against its own bourgesisie
on this paint, the non-European working clas in South
Africa will foce a difficult task indeed, But what wor-
ries Villiers Graaf and his like is that there has now
been a crack in the structure of apartheid. This crack
has been conditioned by four essential Foctars:

*the world copitalist economic recession, which
for the first time has hit South Africa hard, halving the
price of gold, South Africa's main expart, at least
temporarily;

"the military and political viclories of the MPLA
and FRELIMO over Portuguese imparialism, which what=
ever the deficiencies of the leaderships have moved
the barder of white-controlled African states southward;

*the entry of Soviet influence and of Cuban troops
into southern Africe;

*the contradiction between the necessity for the
South Africon ruling class to establish Bantustans on the



one hand ond the impossibility of daing so becouse of
the mobilization of the non-Eurcpaan copressed on the
other hand.

From the standpoint of the non-European working class
itself, the fourth factor is the most decisive one, for

it is linked to one of the classical elements of a prerev=
olutionary situation: the inability of the ruling class to
continue to rule in the old way. Since the MNigerian-

or Kenyan-type alternative of "independence" and the
establishment of o neccolonialist state in ploce of the
old system of cpartheid within a unified South African
state iz not a vichle one in South Africa, the Vorster
wing of the ruling class has opted for the only remaining
solution: apartheid ina "multiracial" framework includ-
ing nine "independent” Bantu mini-states, one all-pow-
erful white state commanding all the country's wealth,
and some at yet unresolved "national" salution for the
coloureds and Indians. [The struggle of the coloureds
during September hos doshed ony hopes Vorster may have
entertained for finding a smooth solution to the crucial
“coloured problem. ") Since the regime is unable to

rule in the old way, it is seeking to estoblish the Bantu-
stans as o new form preserving the old content of apar-
theid. The non-Europeen unity forged during September
in a struggle ogainst Bantuization is thus a potentially
mortal blow to the keystone of the new western strotegy
in South Africa and therefore to western strategy in
southern Africa o @ whole. It is this that concerns not
only Villers Graaf, but also the South African ruling
class as o whole as well as its imperialist bockers.

After his talks with Helmut Schmidt in Bann and with
Kissinger in Bavorio last June and after his September
16-17 1alks with Kissinger in Pretoria, Vorster made it
clear that the program of establishing Bantustans would
not apply to Mamibia. The latter, called South West
Africa by the opartheid regime, is @ territory two-thirds
the size of Angolo that is ozcupied by South Africa in
vielation of the will of the population and various deci-
sions by international bodies and courts. Because South
African sovereignty over Mamibia is not recognized by
the imperialists (for their own reasons, as we shall ses),
the more "classical” neocolonial selution is more prac-
tical there than any attempt to include the territory in
the Bantustan pragram.

#s long ago as his August 24 statement in Windhoek,
Vorster had declared that MNamibia would be granted
“full independence” on December 31, 1978, Until that
time there would be "self-government"” urder "mixed
rule, " with a Bantu chief as "president. " Vorster in-
tends to exclude the South West African People's Orga-
nization (SWAPQ) from this arrangement, whereas Ger-
man imparialism, which hes direct stokes in the MNami-
bian economy (Momibia was one of Germany's African
colenies before the first world war, and German capital
and settlers have held importont positions in the economy
ever since), prefers to try to integrate the SWAPO leod-
ership into the neccolonial project. The German settlers
in Windhoek, Luderitz, and Swakopmund, as well o
the German-owned ranches, businesses, and mining
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companies, believe they can buy off SWAPO and thus
swallow 110 an "independent” Naomibia, The most |ikely
content ol o deal arrived ot between Vorster and Ger-
man imperialism is that Germany would be given a free
hand in Mamibia while in return the German government
would recognize the "Iindependence” of the Tramkei,
which is slated to become an "independant” Bantustan
in South Africa sn Octobar 26, 1976, It i3 also likely
that this subject was discussed by Kissinger ond Nyerere
during their September 14 talks in Dar es Saloam. In
fact, the rising Influence of German imperialism is one
of the important factors in the new warld imperialist
strategy in southern Africa. One of the indicators of
this rising influence is that West Germany is now South
Africa's largest trading partner, if the trade in gold s
left out of account.

For a world boycott

Regardless of the collaborationist diplomatic aims of
the "independent” African collaborators like Kaunda,
MNyerere, and Mobutu, and whatever the maneuvers of
people like Agostinho MNeto and Somora Mechel, the
current armed struggle against the Rhodesian regime
being waged both imide and outside the country weak=
ers Vorster's position In South Africa, The Herrenvolk
imperialists will moke every effort to have the Smith
regime in Rhodesia accept a "peoceful solution” or to
eliminate him if this becomes impossible, in order to
pacify ond profect the northern border of the West's
white bastion of South Africa. In any event, however,
the Rhodesian erisis will contribute to intensifying the
non-European struggle in South Africa. In spite of that,
the non-European oppressed face heavy odds, even
greater than those foced by the Vietnamese revolution-
aries, for imperialism's direct economic and political
stake in South Africa is greater than was the case in
Indochina. The entrance of the proletariat of the United
States and the Common Market countries into the strug-
gle against apartheid would be of enormous aid to the
South African proletariat, In fact, in the long run it
may be said that without the octive solidarity of the
proletariat in the imperialist countries, without o mass
movement against imperialist intervention, the South
African revolution will not be able to achieve victory.

Airpart workers in Rome have decided on o one-day
boycott of South African Airlines. There were also ac-
tions in Genoa, Trieste, and Naples. Such actions, of
a primarily token content, are steps in the right dires-
tion. But they fell short of what is necessary in one es-
sential respect: They did not attack the direct Italion
involvement in apartheid. The Rome protest shows the
possibilities of o genuine boycott of all imperialist traf-
fic, trode, and financial, military, and diplomatic
dealings with South Africa by the proletariat in West
Europe. This is what is needed from the standpoint of
the interests of the South African proletariat and from
the standpoint of proletarian internationalism in general .

September 16, 1976




Although Indeperdence was proclaimed on Movember
11, 1975, by on MPL A anxious to follow the letter of
the Alvor accords on the process of decolonization, it
was not until March 27, 1976, that South Afriean froops,
defeated militarily and politically, withdrew from An-
golan territory, With UNITA and the FNL A baaten,

the MPLA found itself in contral of a country not only
devastoted by the war but also deformed by the several-
centuries-long colonial presence. With the bridges de-
stroyed, the trails cut, and the villages rozed Tt was
very difficult to assure transport between the cities and
the countryside. Supplying the urban centers did not
necessarily become any easier with the cessation of
fighting. The Huambe region, fraditionally the "bread-
bamsket" of Angola, had for several months been the sor-
did arena of imperialist intervention, In the course of
thair retrect, the South Africans and the Zairais sol-
diers had managed to carry off many cattle, pi;_-ndeﬁng
and burning as they left. |n the northern part of the
country, in the regions that were held by the FNL A,
ord even in the copital, Luanda, it isstill diffieult to
find products of bazic necessity . In the south, in Huambe,
on the other hand, the peotonts ore unable to sell their
meager production on a rickety ond bodly organized
market,

It was in this context of grave economic crisis that the
People's Republic of Angolo wos constituted . This criels
is exocerboted by the lock of technical and adminisira=
tive personnel ofter the massive departure of the colons.
And the solidity of the army is not much greater, con-
sidering that the presence of about 10,000 Cubon sol-
diers is still necessary to assure the resrganization of
Angelen troops . ‘and to ald the reorganization of the
police; the administration, and the economic anter-

prises,

Conscious of this weakness, the governmant of the Peo-
ple's Republic very soon engaged a diplomatic bottle

o have the country recognized by the international
bodies capable of providing some aid and legitimizing
independence, Although not yet admitted fo the United
Mations because of the grotesgue veto of the United
States, the People's Republic of Angala is a member of
the Organization of African Unity, the Internatianal
Labor Office, and UNICEF ond has even acceptad the
charms of the very much nescalonial African Develop-
ment Bank, which is linked to the Eurcpean Commer
Market,

Economie policy

The economic project of the MPLA was drown up litile
by little during the months that followed the Portuguese
? coup of April 25, 1974, Motivated by the nationalist

palitical line of the movement, the government remained
& ideclogically faithful to what waos the progrom of the

ormed struggle: the comstruction of o free Angola with
an independent national economy. There was to be no

hf e mmnll break with the laws of tha imperialist market, but there
¥ was o desire to contral the machinery of the Angolan
economy and to decide economic policy, The phrasegi-
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ANGULA

ogy of the regime, while extensively sprinkled with
Marxist terminology, undoubtedly reflects the influence
of the "Algerian road . "

Thus, for purposes of demonstration the Angolon economy
may be analyzed on three levels,

The economic sectors that hod alwoys been contralled
by non-Portuguese imperialist copital, which are the
sectors thot provided Angola with virtually all it cur-
rency, remain in the hands of their owners. The Cabinda
Gulf Oil company continues to operate in Cobinda,
paying royalties to the government, although we do not
know whether or not the contract will be renegotioted.,
The Diomong company, owned by Anglo=Saxon and
South African caopital, continues its activities. Krupp
ard its subsidiaries still awn the Benguela iron mines,
although they are not operating at present. Only the
Benguelo railway hos been taken over by the state and
is now the subject of megotiations with the states of
Zaire and Zaombia, which want to use the railway to
tramsport their mineral resources.

Specific resources like coffee, cotton, sisal, and other
export crops have been placed under control in the
framewark of the nationalization of commerce and trade;
some large plantations that hod baen abaondaned are

now under administrative contral.

The traditionally Portuguese industrial sectors have been
nationalized, including the Textong company, under
the joint pressure of the workers, the official economic
project, and the departure of the colons.(1) It is here
that the MPLA wants ta consolidate ifs economic power,
by oking over the sector oriented toward the domestic
market and by toking the first steps toward a policy of in=
vestment and industrialization. It is here that the project
of stote copitalism takes form.

Finally, and this is not greatly different from what we
hod seen fifteen years ago in other African countries,
there is o rather impoverished sconomic sector open to
national private enterprise: small and medium=-sized
commerce, tourism, various black markets, and 5o on.

The development of the intermediary sector will occupy
the greater part of the government's attentions. It Is
here that the regime will gain its credibility, including
among imperialist circles, and it is by virtue of this
development that it will be able to give some substance
to its populist project of "people’s power" for some
hime .

Authoritarianism and repression

The final months of the struggle demonstrated, even to
its most enthusiostic supporters, that the MPLA, as a
rod ical nationalist movement, would not breok with

the traditional practices of paternalism and authoritar-
ianism in regard to the maosses. That the mosses never=
theless did rally behind the banner of the MPL A ogainst
reaction within the terms of o complex histerical process
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does, of course, confirm that the various political forces
involved in foct represented different historic interests.
But this wos cbviously not encugh to ensure that the
MPLA would take any sort of anticapitalist road.

From Movember 1975, the leadership began to frontally
attack what had up to then constituted the most ad=
vanced wing of the Luanda nelghborhood committees,
namely the militants of the Amilear Cabral Committees,
On the radio and in the press comstant warnings were
issued against "ultralefrists” and “infiltrators. " Mili-
tants were thrown into prison, many of them brow-
beaten, without the popular movement ever being given
the opportunity to hear and discuss the differences. In
their speeches, the leaders always insisted that the
MPLA “directed the state" and that any attack on the
MPL A was an attack on the unity of the Angolan people.
A typical example of good old nationalist rheteric.

In October 1975 a froction of these Amilcar Cabral
Committees regrouped underground to create the An-
golan Communist Organization (OCA) . But there was
nothing ottractive about this project except its name,
for after o period of entrism in the MPLA, the militants
involved boosted the prestige of the leadership ond be-
gan denouncing the influence of Soviet "social imperi-
alism, " calling for a boycott of the Soviet Union. The
Maoistic irresponsibility of this turn obviously aided
the repressive plans of Agestinho Meto and Lucio Laora.
The OCA was gradually rosted out and strongly weak-
ened by arrests in Luanda, Malange, ond Lobito. The
regime took odvantoage of contoct between the OC A
ard elements of an old tendency of the MPL A that had
emerged at the MPLA's second congress (the Active Re=
volt tendency) to moke an amalgam between the twe,
All the former members of this tendency were compelled
to moke personal self-criticisms if they wanted to come
back to the orgonization or even find jobs in the state
sector or the administration. It oppeors that many of
them did not accept this humiliation,

Finally it came the turn of the former members of the
Hernda Committees, for example Betigno, the leader



of thete committees, who was deprived of resporsibili-
ties within the apparotus. Cut off by a fraction of the
movement, thete militants lost thalr rodie station, Gu=
dia Boguela, which was extremely popular becouse it
was antibureaucratic. Subtequently, there was an at-
tempted demorstration of several hundred people in
Luvanda, which wos reported by the internaticnal press.
This clash led to @ new waove of arrests. Betigno can
no longer work at the rodio station and haos lest any
postsibility of finding @ job in the state sector,

ls it supposedly necessory to close one's eyes to this
repression under the pretext that it Involves an opposi-
tion to a very respectable progressive anti-imperialist
movement? This Is precisely the attitude that seems to
have been taken by o number of militants who supported
the MPLA completely uncritically during the struggle.
The choice of silence in order "nat to weaken the anti-
imperialist camp" has been the sod reasoning of some
organizations, such as the PSU (Parti Socialiste Unifig
— United Socialist party) and Révelution, two centrist
farmotions in France.
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The best response hes been offered by the moss movement
itself, This repression hos not been aimed solely ot o
Few "ultraleftists." It has served to reestablish o grip
on the neighborhood committess, to ploce them under
the heel of the MPLA and reduce them to simple trans-
mission belts. It was thus that ofter o series of inter-foc-
tional negotiotions in the MPLA Political Bureau it wos
decided to officially elect the leaders of the neighbor-
hood committees in Luanda last June. During this com=
paign it wos carefully stressed that "infiltrators” hod teo
be ousted, whether they were former Salazarist secret
police members or ultraleftists, It was an election in
which an MPLA commission proposed a single slate of
candidates for each neighborhiood. The biographies of
the candidates were carefully apolitical and all those
branded as “infiltrators, " in particular the former mem-
bers of the Amilcar Cabral Committees and the Active
‘Revelt tendency, were denied the right to vote. What
wos the result of this election, highly representative

of "people's power"? A total of 10 percent of the peo-
ple cast vates)

The urban movement, the force which waos responsible
for the MPLA's victory and which provided Africo with
its best experience of struggle, was subjugoted on the
day of that election, in which even the neighborhood
of the cadres ond bureaucrats of the movement did not
produce o beter furnout.

"What good ore your committees?" Lucio Lara is re-
ported to hove said to his opponent Milo Alves. "It s
through the MPLA that we will construct the state . "

The manogement committees in the factories have been
subjected to complex rules of elections and division of
responsibilities, In any event, people appointed by the
MPLA play an important role in these committees, which
is especially easy since the task of the committeas s

to "opply the palicy of the MPLA."

The latter has thus been able te quickly assert itself as
the backbone of the odministrative system of the coun-
try, especially through its Action Groups, Its army (the
FAPLA), the Popular Defense Orgonization, ond the
DISA (the political police).

Authoritarionism has taken the place of the old relation=
ship of forces between the MPL A and the workems, The
campaign for the coffee and cotton harvest, o sort of
mini=Zafra, (2} is such that the "jobless” people in the
cities are sometimes transferred forthwith to work in the
north in order to moke up for the shortage of laber there,
In the past the Portuguese used to run their plontations
with pecple who came from the south, Since indepen-
dence these populations have understood their right no
lenger to emigrate to sell their lobor-power.

The state takes form

Once independence was won, the nationalist leadership
of the MPLA monopolized power. The government was
formed in o meeting of the MPL A Political Bureou and
the Central Committes has not met since independence,
Meto became president of the republic as well as presi-
dent of the MPLA. In exchonge, the Lucio Lara group
got Loro oppointed secretary of the MPL A Political Bu-
reau, which is the secand highest post in the hierarchy
of the country, higher than the prime minister. The rest
— the ministries, the key posts, and s0 on — wos shared
out among MNito Alves, Iko Carera, (3}, ond athers.
The inter-clique temion over the division of power is
sometimes serious. There has been some ralk of shoke-
ups in the ministries and it is not known what hes ba-
come of the project of transforming the MPLA inta a
party.

Some speak of a worker-peasant ol liance, while others,
no doubt with greater prudence, prefer the formula
“anti-imperialist front of workers, peasants, petty-bour-
gecisie, and bourgeois patriots,” But there is nothing
very decisive here, What is under discussion are alter-
notive institutional structures for o state whose very
forms and functioning have always been bourgeois. The
fact that natienalist petty-bourgeois layen are now in
control of this state changes nothing in this political
ard social reality.
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Political power is the source of cccumulation of posts
of responsibility os well as vorious fringe benefits, A
cerfain Bires is cobinet director for the minister of for=
eign affairs, but he is also a judge ond o professor. The
some is true for the state prosecuter, Manuel Rui Mon-
teiro. Escorcio, presidential protecol chief, is also
the awner of the big Luanda restaurant Pangue. Neato
complains about the lack of cadre in order to justify
this situation, but at the same time Angolon cadres who
have committed the sin of no longer agreeing with the
MPL A leadership are not allowed to work in the public
sector . Some people have even been imprisoned in the
Sapu camp, without trial.

The regime tries the mercenaries of imperialism and
executes a few of these dogs of war, It intervenes to
stop the excesses committed by some FAPLA soldiers
against the population. But it keeps silent about the
foct that militants who have fought against reaction by
leading committees have been arrested and are being
hald in prison without trial.

There is no longer any force within the MPL A capable
of fighting against the right turn now under way. But

it is nevertheless probable that new crises will break

out omong various factions within the regime. While it
is not yet pouible to predict what the economic differ-
ences will be in regard to the state sector and relations
with imperialism; it is nonetheless possible to assert

that the division of power among factions will inevitably
provoke differences over the way in which fo construct
the Angolan stafe and stabilize its leadership.

The Cubans

Without the presence of the Cubans in the odministra=
tion, the hospitals, the barracks, ate., the disorgani-
zation would be such that the MPL A would have much
greater difficulty stabilizing its autherity in the cities,

Castro hos announced the departure of the Cubans, but
certain signs indicate that the bulk of the Cuban pres-
ence will remain, even iF its compasition must be
changed. But this presence is mode necessary not only
by the period of "national reconstruction.” There are
still pockets of resistonce led by UNITA, and the FNLA
is talking about taking up the armed struggle again.

The MPL A has recently recognized these focts publicly,
denouncing the infiltration of mercenaries from Zaire.

In faet, while retreating from Angola the South African
troops established o 70-kilometer-wide band of no-
man's-land along the Namibian border, displacing pop-
ulations by their usual methods. It is probobly here that
the UNIT A sanctuaries are located. Some pockets have
been recreated in the interior of southern Angola. Last
June the FAPLA and the Cubans tock o small base in
Cagombe, where they discovered a small landing field,
undoubtedly used by the Scuth Africans to fly in aid,
The FAPLA and the Cubans are now trying to encircle
these packets, where Jonas Savimbi, leader of UNITA,
may still be functioning. Thus, the ambushes the UNITA
hes been organizing may soon come to an end.

The buresucratic grip of the MPLA on the state apparatus
and the competition among cliques fosters the peremp-
tory terminalogy of the ideologues of the official press,
A good dose of Marxist verbioge, along with ¢losical
and ritualistic thanks to Cuba and the USSR, has be-
come the best recipe with which to justify appeals for
discipline and labor. Who then would doubt the social-
ist convictions of Doctor Nato?

Repression and authoritarianism have become the palit=
ical repercussions of the social processes under way in
the People's Republic of Angola just a few months after
ite formation. The conflict-laden social alliance agoinst
imperialist resction forged during the independence
struggle hos broken up, and the mass movement has lost
its battle sgoinst caresrism, bewildering bureaucracy,
ard eliquism, All this was predictable, But it remains
more complicated to define the ways in which o pos-
sible opposition to the regime might develop. The fight
for democratic rights remains af the center of all con-
cerns. Will this battle be launched spontanecusly on

the occasion of o workers strike or will it be the product
of a revolt of disgust on the part of some intermediary
codres of the MPLA and the administration? This is

still a difficult prediction to make,

FOOTNOTES:

1. This especially applies to the sectors of fishing,
textiles, drinks, and canned food. Some factories have
not started working ogain; others are running at 25 per=
cent capacity.

2. Areference to the compoign for the ten-million-
ton sugar harvest in Cuba in 1970.

3. Nito Alves is minister of the interior and rather
Favors leftist verbioge about "people's power." lko
Carera is the minister of defense.



POLITICAL PRISONERS

We are publishing below excerpls of a letter received from palitical prisoners who remain incar-
cerated in the Puerto de Santo Maria prison in spite of the amnesty decresd by the Spanish gov-
emment. The letter describes the deterioration of the living conditions of the prisoners, o phe-
nomenon which fs universal throughout all the prisans of the Spanish state. According to official
figures, there are still about 300 political prisoners in these jails, among them fiffeen militants
of the Liga Comunista Revolucionaria/Euzkadi ta Askatosuna-V| (LCR/ETA-VI — Revolutionary
Communist Leogue /Basque MNation and Freedom-5ixth Assembly), a sympathizing orgonization
of the Fourth International. There are twenty-two palitical prisoners in Puerto de Santa Maria,
twenty-one of them Basque militants, among them several members of the LCR/ETA=VI. Some

of the Puerto de Santa Maria prisoners are militants who had esceped from Segovio prison and

were recaptured and then tramsferred to Puerto de Saonta Mario as punishment,

+ « «» The only newspaper allowed in the prison is the
regional journal Diario de Cadiz, usually with the re-
ports of political events cut out (things like the Vitoria
general strike and the demonstrations around the death
of Uirike Meinhaf). . . . The General Administration
of Penal Imnstitutions (DGIP) fssued o memorandum pro=
hibiting certain reviews from entering the prisons (such
as Triunfo, Cuodernas, and Mundo), and the entry of
all similar mogaziries (like Posible and Cambio=148) wes
also banned by decision of the DGIP, although without
any gccompanying memorandum. . . . Our only source
of information is the news broodcast that goes on at 7:00
every night, which means that we are virtually deprived
of news. . . . There is a list of banned books which in-
cludes such titles as "Clen afics de soledad™ and "Y creo
en la esperanza, " but the warden in charge of censor-
ship has an even stricter [ist.

+ + « Puerto de Santa Maria is one of the toughest pris-
ons in the whole Spanish state. We cannot leave the
cellblock area. There is one courtyard about 40 meters

by 20. We are not allowed to go to other parts of the
prison like the library and the exercise yard. . . . We
live in deplorable cells from the standpoint of hyglene.
They are 2 meters by 3 and the water doesn't wark. The
humidity is so bod that most of us have begun to suffer
from lumbago, rheumatic ailments, atc. There ore cock=
roaches everywhere and rals in the toilets. There is cm|}r
one shower for the twenty=-two political prisoners. They
force us into on exercise schedule which we have to
perform like robots, . . . The food is generally inedible
and insufficient and we can barely keep it down, so wa
try to live an the food our families send us. . . . The
medical care is deficient. It is horrible to think what
would happen if one of us ever got sick enough to have
te be immediately transfered to a hospital for emergency
surgery, because it Is doubtful that there would be
enough time to get out of the prison and get te the hos=
pital in time to be treated, . . .

Besides all this, we are subject to constant political
persecution and continual provocations from the guards,
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.+« All of us, with the exception of the two maost re-
cently arrived prisoners, have spent the last several
months in punishment cells, serving rerms of 300, 121,
or 105 days. The punishment cell is completaly bare.
They toke out everything, including the mattress, so
there is no ph:e ta sit down all |:|:|ny |gng, excepl on
the Floor or iron slabs that serve as beds. This couses
strong bock pains by the second or third day. It is for-
bidden to lie on the floar or lean against the wall dur-
ing the day. It is very difficult to eat, because you
have to rest the plate on the floor or else hold it with
one hond and eat with the other. All you get to eat
with 5 o spoon. It is forbidden to talk to anyone or look
out the windaw, and when they open the cell door you
have to itand againgt the oppesite wall. You can't take
any more than three steps in any one direction in these
calls. The mattresse: ore taken awoy when they wake
us up and have to be brought back af night. . . .

They toke away all watches, so we lose any nation of
time, and oll other personal effects as well, even eye-
glasses. Absolutely everything is designed to be physical
and psvchological torture. Physical bacouse a few days
after being put in the cell you lose your appetite, they
give us very little to eat and what they do give us Is
miserable. ‘You get weok from lock of exercise, becouse
you can't da anything becouse there's no room to move
around. You can hadly walk becouse you get dizzy
fast. Your whole body gets cramped and painful. We
all have imsomnio and cannot sleep more thon @ few
hours at a time, woking up constantly, Psychologically
because the persecution is comstant ond the situation of
total isolation leods to all serts of oilments and o feel-
ing of constant tension; enxiety, and onguish. . . .
We are not oble to dencunce these conditions to the
court, becouse they don't let us have paper ond pens.
-Besides our conditions in the cells, the palice par-
secute our families, registering the houses where they
live and threatening people who help them.

. We have the "right" to write two letters 6 week,
only to immediate families, in big letters, on one sheet
of notepaper, covering only one side. We are allowed
to write anly obout "fomily matters.” . . . We are al-
lowed six visits of twenty minutes sazh month (suspended
when we are in punishment calls). We hove to speak
through a glass without any holes at all, which means
that we have to practically shout to be heard. We can
talk only about family matters or the visit is cut off.
The Bosques ore not allowed to spaok in their own lan-
guoge. . . . We are never even allowed fo briefly em-
broce our wives. . . .

"| alreody know how to solve the Basque problem. Kill
them all." "I'm all worked up and | feel like knocking
some of them off." | don't see why they let them have
wisits. " Thase are the sort of things vou hear when the
guards talk among themselves. They treat us like oni-
mals to be pensecuted and exterminated. . . . We are
surrounded by informers who are set against us and get
commendations for contributing to the repression. . . .
Thay don't let us talk to the common prisoners. If we
do, we are punished.[]
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by SELIM ACCAWI

After sixteen months of bitter battles, the situation in
Lebanen is now ripe for the realization of o reoctionory
peace. The Arob regimes ore stepping up their diple-
matic initiotives ond political pressure in order 1o be
oble to reap the fruit of the military plot they have
bean perpetrating agoinst the Polestinion resistance and
the Lebonese lefs for eight months now.

Mone of the objectives of the first civil war (April 1975~
January 1974) hod been achieved. The resistance hed
emerged from the test more powerful thon before;

it held obsolute control not only of the Palestinian
camps but also of o good number of Lebanese neighbor=
hoods. Besides, the military regime the Christion right
had sought to esteblish did not exist; in foct, the
Lebanese army itself crumbled under the weight of
confessional dissensions and the Labanese state wos dis-
integrating.
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The failure of this war, the major objective of which

was to militarily (and hence politically) cut the
Palestinian resistence down to size in order to focili-
tate the realization of @ number of partial accords be-
tween lsroel and the Arab regimes, hod opened the way
for a different war, one waged by the Arab regimes fo
bring the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) te
heel. The disagreements between the Palestinian leader-
ships ared the Syrlan regime, which had hitherto oppeared
secondary, suddenly came to the fore, Syria, which is
seeking to work cut an overall agreement to end the
Acab-lsroeli crisis, proposed the establishment of o Syro=
Jordanian-Palestinian cenfederation as a solutlen to

the “Palestinian problem" and demanded the acceptance,
or rather the total cbedience, of the FLO leodeship.
The past four manths of the civil war may be chorocter=
ized as o period of bitter militery and political struggle
by the resistance to preserve its independence of the
Arab regimes.

In the course of past weeks the vise hos been tightened
considerably. In the eyes of the PLO leadership, the
only possible way to avoid extinction is to occept com-
promise. Since the fall of the Palestinian camo Tal el-
Zoatar last August 12, the military Fighting and polit-
ical wrangling have revolved around the scope and
waight of this compromise.,

The turn in the situation

Follewing the series of military successes won by the
Palestinian-progressive comp during the offersive of
March 1976, the tide turned after the last quadripartite
Arab summit, which wias held last June 23 in Rivadh,
Soudi Arabia, attended by Syria, Egypt, Kuwait, and
Soudi Arabia, Before this summit what had somewhat
reassured the Palestinion leaders wos the relative isola-
tion of the Syrian regime, both internally and especially
in the Arab world, for Damascus was waging its rece-
tionary offensive alone and the Arob bourgeoisies had
hitherto adopted a position of "neutrality" in the con-
Flict. But the relationship of forces turned around com-
pletely after this summit, After June 23 isolation was
the lot of the Palestinlan resistance and its Lebanese
allies. It is probable that Saudi recction had already
decided to support the Syrian crusade politically and
financially even before that date, but it was on June
23 that the facts became obsolutely elear. In their ma-
jority, the Arab regimes would support with oll neces-
sary means the effort at pacification undertoken in
Lebanon by the dedicated Syrian regime. While Syrian
President Hafez el-Assad left Riyadh reassured, the
Palestinian resistance and the Lebonese left made the
sod discovery that even the relationship of military forces
in the field no longer counted for much. Completely
isolated politically and dependent primarily on the ac~
tive support of the Arab regimes, these forces were not
at all able to turn the situation around by winning new
military victories, especially since it was becoming
increasingly difficult to moke new breckthroughs be-
couse of the striking force thrown against the anti=reac=

tionary forces by the Syrion regime.

The tactic odopted by the leadership of the resistance
after June 23 was to resist in the field without cccupy-
ing any new sectors ond to intensify political initiatives
and public appeals aimed at "convincing” Soudl Arabia
ard the other Arab regimes to adopt a less "negative"
attitude. During the last month of resistonce in Tal el=
Zaatar, while the fighten of the camp were waging o
determined struggle, no offersive of any real scope was
launched by the resistance or the left to reduce military
pressure on the comp. Yassir Arafat, leader of the PLO,
refused to take any measure that would definitively
burn his bridges to the bourgeaisies of the ragion. He
preferred to address appeals to the "various Arab kings
and governments” asking them to intervene to stop Pales-
tinion blood from being shed in Lebanon. The effsct of
this pelicy was exactly the opposite of whot was hoped
for by the Palestinian leaderships. The Arab regimes
intervened in a manner that was clearly eontrary to
Palestinian interests, while the military pressure of the
Syrian troops and the Lebonese reactionary forces mounted
ceaseles|y,

The military situation today is extremely unfavorable to
the resistance and the left, All the coastal Muslim or
Palestinian enclaves in the Christion region hove now
fallen, The ity of Tripoli in the northern part of the
country is completely surrounded, while a maritime
blockode hos been imposed on it by the Syrian fleet.

A similar blockade has baen clamped on the ports of
Sidon and Tyre in the south by the lsraeli flest, which
leaves no possibility for the anti-reactionary forces

to communicate with the cutside.

The only sectors in the Christian zone still cccupied by
Palestinian-progressive fighters amount to o few villages
of Mount Lebanon. Military and political pressures have
been brought to bear to have these regions evocuated

as quickly as possible,

But the most serfous aspect of the situation is the beha-
vier of the inhabitants of the Muslim neighborhoods of
the capital. Thousands of families have fled Beirut dur-
ing the past two months, The popular neighberhood of
Shiyah, where 100, 000 people lived before the outbreak
of the civil war, is now virtually empty of civilian pop-
ulation, This massive exodus is of course due in part to
unemployment and the general state of insecurity that
reigrs in Beirut, but it is alse a reflection of the grow-
ing depoliticization of the population, o result of the
militarist view of the civil war held by the Palestinion
and Lebanese leadenhips, With this exadus, the anti-
reactionary forces not only lose direct support which
they mest urgently need; in addition, the inhabitants
who flee the combat zones generally completely aban-
don the cause they had supported up to then and aspire
only for the return of peace at any price. This state of
affairs is oggravated by the incredible state of privation
that prevails in these sectors, whereas the Christian re-
gions, which are in contact with the outside, are naw
receiving all the products of basic necessity at rela-
tively eccessible prices,

o



Is an agreement possible?

After first hoping for o pure and simple withdrawal of
Syrion troops in Lebanon and after then ir ying to gain time
in the hope that there would be o turn in the Arab warld,
the Palestinian leaderships were finally driven to oc-
cept the principle of moking a basic compromise with

the Syrian regime. What the latter is demanding is no
mare or less than recognition by the resistance of the
legitimacy of the presence of Syrian troops in Lebanon,
as well os occeptance of a relative demilitarization of
the Palestinion camps in Lebanon, the right of the Leba=
nese state (and through it the Syrian state) to exercise
control over the Palestinians in Lebanon, and the per-
manent non-inteferance of the Palestinians in the af-
fairs of the Lebanese state. All these points are men-
tioned in the ogreement signed by the Syrian regime

and the leadeship of the PLO in Damascus last July 29.
This accord also includes clauses concerning the appli-
cation of a cease-fire in Lebanon, which hes not yet
been applied in reality. Assod issued an ultimatum to

the resistance calling upon it to occept an agreement
with the Christian right before September 5 or the Syrian
troops would lounch o new offensive, more severe than
the previous enes; ond would impase peace (sic) through-
out Lebanon. This ultimatum has since been repeated

in various forms . Beyond the bluster, the threat is ¢lear,
The Syrian guns will not be lowered so long as the Pales=
tinian leaderships have not completely submitted 1o
Syrian will,

In the wake of the fall of Tal el-Zaatar, bilateral nego-=
tiations were opened between the Fateh leadership and
the Phalangist party. The PLO also approved the call

for an Arab summit to "examine the sitvation in Leba-
nen." According to the lotest information, the Poles-
tinians would be prepared to withdraw from the zones
they eecupy in the Lebanese mountains “if this step
guaranteas peace in Lebaron.

Why is it taking so long for an agreement to be applied?

The Christion right, strengthened by Its recent successes,
is obviously seeking to bolster its advantage. But the
grectest obstocles come from the Palestina-progressive
comp itself. The Palestinian leoderships have still not
ruled out the possibility of the Syrians' softening their
conditions and they are therefore trying to stall for

time. But above all, these leaderships hove to foce
sfrang oppasition from the ronk ond file, regardless of
the character of the Palestinian organizotions. The

rank and file of these organizations have nothing to
gain from such accords ond they ore correct to wonder
what wos the point of so many months of Flerce resistance
and privation. The July 2% accord with Domascus has
run into very strong criticism even from the rank ond
file of Fateh. There are rumors of disagreements within
the leodership of Fateh. In foct, however, o division

of labor has recently been sstablished within this lead-
ership, the oim being to muddle things up and delude
the Palestinian fighters about the leadership’s real in-
tentions. Thus, ot the moment when two members of the
Fateh Central Committes were meeting with the Phalan-
gists, one of the other leaders of the organization, Abu
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lyad, issued a stinging declaration attacking not enly
Syria, but all the Arab regimes without exception. But
the time when such maneuvers could succeed has past.
There is no doublt that the content of the future occord
on the crisis in Lebanon will be kept completely secret
from the Lebanese ond Palastinion masses., Only a few

general or secondary points will be published.

Mevertheless, the Palestinian leaderships must alsa
deal with strong pressure from their Lebanese allies,
who have everything to lose from an agreement reached
under the present circumstances. The Syrian regime,
the other Arab regimes, and the Lebanese Chelstian
right have refused to negotiate with the Lebanese left
ond consider that the only valid represeniatives of the
regions not controlled by the reactionary Christion
forces are the troditional leaders of the Sunni and Shiite
bourgeocisie. Mot anly will the left nat be included
when the accords are reached, but there is a strong risk
that it will be directly repressed, for there has been

no guarantee, nor will there be, that left militants will
not be reprassed or even that they will be allowed o
express themselves in the future. The Syrian peace now
looming on the herizon will include no ploce for free-
dom of expression or pelitical action in opposition to
the new regime. The left today feels that it is being
"cut locse™ by the leadership of the PLO. Militarily

it con do nothing alone, For it is very much dependent
on the resistance for all heavy arms and ammunition.
When the Palestinian leaderships decide the time has
come to moke an agreement and stop the fighting and
shelling, the left will have no choice but to go along.

In any event, it is to be feared that the arguments of
the left will not count for much when the PLO leoder-
ship decides to moke peace with Syria. And the mili-
tary and pelitical weokening of the left will only iso=
late the Palestinian resistonce still further and make it
more vulnerable to the attacks and pressures of the
Arab bourgeoisies. The Syrian regime will not back
down so long os it has not ochieved i reactionary ob-
jectives in Lebanon. And in view of the present rela-
tionship of forces in the Arab world, It now seems close
ta doing just that.




What future for the Palestinian
resistance?

Does the PLO leadership have any alternative to capit-
ulation? At the beginning of the siege of Tal el-Zaatar,
when the Arabo-Syrian entente became clear, Abu lyad
made a public statement threatening the Arab regimes
with a Palestinian response on an Arob-wide scole.
Among other things, Abu lyod predicted that mass move-
ments would arise and isolate the regimes thot were ot=
tacking the interests of the Palestinians in one way or
arother.

In fact, given the state of the civil war in Lebonon,

the anly way the Palestinian resistance and the Leba-
nese left could avaid suffecation would be to develop

a popular movement of struggle in all the Arab coun-
tries. The great difficulty in carrying out this task today
lies in the virtual impossibility of any brood movements
of soliderity coming inte existence spontaneously and
without any preparation in countries in which the slight-
et manifestation of opposition is fiercely repressed.

Unfortunately, the Palestinian resistance is now paying
the price, and a very high price it is, for its erroneous
conception of the |iberation of Palestine. Palestino-
centrism, refusal to pese the problem of naticnal libera~
tion in class terms, the complex of "non-interference

in the internal offaims of the Arab regimes," ond the
constant concern of the various Palestinion organizations
to develop "froternal” and financially well grecsed re-
lations with the Arab bourgeoisies insteed of solidarizing
with the movements and organizations struggling ogainst
these bourgeoisies have led to the gradual isolation of
the resistance to the point thot it must now stand alone
agairst all its united enemies.

The clasws nature of the Palestinion organizations and
their leaderships, the existence of a powerful bureou-
cracy within these orgonizations, and the policy odopted
by the Palestinion leaderships from the very beginning
make a radical turn of the helm very difficult in the
presant circumstances, |n the past, every time the resis-
tance movement came under comstraint from some Arab
regime, the Palestinion leoders played an the contra=
dictions among the varfous regimes and thus managed

to extroct themselves from the impasse. In foct, they
walked the tightrope between these controdictions and
postponed the crucial choice between the armed strug-
gle and its implications on the one hand and the conse-
quences of special relations with the Arab bourgeoisies
on the agther hand. When the Arob regimes, overcoming
their contradictions and conflicts, organize the great
coalition to subdue the Palestinian resistance, the Pales-
tinion leoderships (because of their closs nature, direct
interests, and political line) are much more prepared

to accept the implications of the new situation than
they are to unleash a struggle against the Arab regimes,
a struggle they have always refused to prepare ond
which would directly challenge not anly their previous
political line but also the very structures of the Pales-
tinian organizations.

The official leadership of the resistance hod already
taken a decisive step in accepting the principle of o
peaceful solution with the Zionist state (which had the
effect of creating o Palestinion "Rejection Front");
now a new capitulation is being demanded by the Arab
bourgeoisies: total fealty of the palicy of the PLO to
the direct interests of the bourgecis regimes of the re-
gien.

If @ Syrian peoce is imposed in Lebanon, the cleavage
between the official leadership of the PLO and the Re-
jection Front will no longer have any real implication
in substance. The control demanded by the Syrian re-
gime includes all the resistance organizations. Precau-
tions will be token to avoid any inclination to throw
any monkey wrenches into the machinery. Throughout
the civil war the Rejection Front has been materially
incopable of setting itself off from the official leader-
ships:of the resistance, either through its political posi-
tion or its initiatives. The basic structure of all the
Palestinion organizations, their degree of politicization,
ard their composition ore in general the same, An open
offensive ogainst the Syrian regime or the reactionary
peace on the part of the Popular Front far the Liberation
of Palestine for example (the major organization of the
Rejection Front) would entail a vielent repression and

o comequent move o underground carditions for which
this organization, like all the others, is not at all pre=-

pared.

It is highly unlikely that o peoce will be established
under the present conditions without strong opposition
being manifested within the Palestinian organizations,
Some leaderships (the Rejection Front) will probably
criticize the terms of the cccord, but the real opposi-
tion will come from the rank and file of the organiza~
tions, This opposition, unstructured, fragmented, ond
proposing no real alternative of any scope, will have
to confront well-structured leaderships possessing not
incomsiderable means of "persuasion. " The strong point
of this oppesition will be its will to continue the strug=
gle in spite of all difficulties,

This opposition has alreody been manifested and will
be manifested even more in the future through planting
bombs and carrying out other acts of reprisal against
the Arab regimes. But since this rood con in no way of-
fer @ way out of the impasse, the question of drawing

a balance-sheet of the post experience and of continu-
ing the strugale on new boses will be posed in a more
acute fashion,

A Syrion victory in Lebanon will mean o retreat not
only for the existing opportunist organizations but also
for the mass movement os o whole. Nevertheless, the
crisis of the Arab regimes is now such that mere then a
war is needed to ossure the tranquility of the bourgesi-
sies and imperialism. The cutcome of the war in Leba-
non, no matter how unfavorable it may be, will not at
oll be catastrophic for the future of the Arab revolution.
The strugale of the Palestinion people will remain on
the agenda. Before foo long the Arob revolution will
be able to emerge from the defersive situation in which
it hos been confined for the past six years, ]
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¢ Habibh Bourguibo

by MLAZIZ & B. MALIK

The Destourion regime,” which came to power twenty years ago ond rests essentially on the role
of Habib Bourguiba, the Tunisinn Bonaparte, is now increasingly facing an impatuous new rise of
the Tunisian working class, As the Paris daily Le Monde remarked last June, “strikes are now
feature of everydoy life." Last July, under the pressure of the workers mobilizations of May and
the “agitation" going on in the secondary schaols and universities, the Central Committee of the
ruling party declared: "The right to strike is guaranteed by the comstitution, when the strikes are
legal” (sic). But on July 25, raking advantage of the summer lull, the bourgsoisie tried to intimi=
date the workers, sentencing twelve strikers of the Jerissa iron mine, where 700 workers had gone
on strike June 16 and 17, to prison terms ranging from three months to thres years. The bourgeoni-
sie believed that this was the way to prevent a hot autumn and to make sure that the Tunisian
workers would nat fight for satisfaction of their demands. But neither this repression nor Prime
Minister Nouira's declaration to two French journalists that "the single party is a historical ne-
cessity” has bean able to prevent the workers movement from providing itself with orgonizations
capable of waging a brood battle ogairst the regime, which, taking advantoge of the effects of
the civil war in Lebanon, is now trying to turn the country into one of the financial centars of
the Argb world while continuing to superexploit the Tunision workers. The orticle below, which
deals with the current upsurge of workers struggles and the background to them, was written by
twe Tunision revolutionary Marxists.

"Destour is the Arabic word for constitution. The origins of the Destourian, or comstitutionalist,
mavemen! in Tunisio go bock fo the early twentieth century. The nec-Destour, which called for
independence from France, wos founded in the 19305, In 1964 the nea-Destourian party, which
hod been the ruling party since independence in 1956, changed its name to the Destourian So-

cialist party.

French colonization, which had begun in Tunisia in
188), come to an end in 1956 with the proclomation

of the indepzndence of the zountry. The achievement
of independence was on expression both of the inability
of French imperialism to subdue the nationalist move-
ment led by Bourgsiba ond of its desire to divide the
anticolonial struggles. These struggles had been spread-
ing throughout the Maghreb and had been stimulating
comsciousness among the peoples of the region that they
belong to the same natian. In granting indepandence

te Tunisia, French imperialism intended to use neacola-
nialism in order to move from direct to indirect rule

2g

bosed on the country's continuing economic dependence
on France.

One of the bosic chorocteristics of French colonialism

in Tunisia had been the prevention of the formation of

a powerful lecal bourgeois class that could have bid for
direct power once indepandence was achieved, Instead,
a weak landed and commerciol bourgecisie, based largely
on speculation, ftook shape around the colonial enter-
prise. Concurrently, the betrayal of the French Stalin-
ists and their Tunision subsidiory — wha, on the basis

of a false analysis of the national question that con-



demned them to remain in the fromework of the "French
Union, " were either unwilling or unable to grasp the im=-
mediate contradiction between the colonized and the
colonizers — deprived them of any cloim to provide

any leadership for the movement to free the mosses,

These two historic features, combined with the vacuum
ereated by the oksence of a revolutionary pole copable
of uniting the spontanesus energy of the mosses and di-
recting it toward a struggle for full emancipation,
pushed the petty-bourgeois team assembled in the neo-
Destour party to the forefront, enabling It to take the
leadership of the liberation movement. The slogan of
independence, which the neo-Destour was able to raise
af the opportune moment, rollied both the workers of
the General Union of Tunisian Workers (GUTW) and the
disinherited masses of the countryside, as well os the
patty=-bourgeois layers and sections of the bourgeoisie
otpiring to take up the torch from the calonial power.
When the neocolonial pact was signed, all these sectors
assembled behind the nea-Destour,

Power was tramsferred (not without closhes) to the most
seqsoned team, the team that hod demanstrated the
greatest ability to hold back ond dompan the moss move-
ment while simultanesusly relying on the mobilization

of that movement. Once in power, this team was to
place the mass organizations under its heel and cperate
in accordance with the historic interests of the bourgesi-
sie.

After noting the failure of ifs extremely timid liberal
policy, the nationalist leodership resigned itself fo en-
tering a phose of "collectivization.” 1n 1955, just after
independence, Ben Saloh, Former secretary of the work-
ers federation who hod previously been condemned ond
expelled by the neo-Destour leadership, was recalled

to the country to implement the progrom of the GLUTW.
Remaining within the neocsolonial framework, the team
of bureoucrats and technocrats ossembled around Ben
Salah had llusions in the possibility of reardering the
system from within by means of increasingly heavy struc-
tural reforms, These reforms offected the sectors of
wholesale ond retail trade, as well as the agrarian sys-
tem, the gim being to modernize the economie structures
and thus permit some accumulation of capital that would
then be tramsferred to the still very embryonic industrial
secthor,

This experiment received the support of American im
periolism (toward the middle of the 1980s5) and the nul-
ing party, while the londed bourgeoisie toock @ more or
less wait-and-ses attitude, since the project did not
damage its system of private property. In fact, the land~-
lords were able to draw some profit from this scheme,
for they participated in administering the cocperatives
that were formed and also enjoyed the benefits of o
parallel circuit erected by the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development and the Tunision cen-
tral bark which ran directly counter to the initiatives
of the various official ploms. Ben Salah belisved that
the large londlords could be knocked out of commission
by the mere establishment of compulsory cooperatives

on their land, a step that was taken in 1969 with the
blessings of Bourgulba,

Subsequently, the sconomic crisis, the deterioration

of the standard of living of the masses, the increasingly
pronounced proletarianization of the small peasants,
ond the growing discontent in the countryside served as
a springboard for the financial and landed bourgesisie.
This bourgesisie reacted viclently to the caoparatives,
drawing the mass of small and medium-~sized peasant
producers behind them, for their interests were at stake
as well. It was decided to break the spirit of the cooper-
atives. The heavy concentration of land and the prole-
tarignization of new layers of small peasants, logical
consequences of the Ben Salah experiment, intensified
further.

The immediate consequence of the crisis of September
1969 (some months ofter the decision to generalize the
cooperatives throughout the country) was the suster of
Ben Salah from power and then his condemnation to ten
years at hard labor on charges of "high treoson. " This
crisis provoked some wavering and o general malaise at
all levels within the ruling layer, which hod appeared
homogeneous since the Bizerte congress of 1964, when
the nec-Destour party changed its name to the Destour-
ian Socialist party (DSP). The shift wos reflected in g
return to a so-called liberal economic policy.

From the ‘congress of destiny’ to the
‘congress of clarity’

It was not until the DSP congress of 1971, dubbed the
“congress of destiny, " thot the acute social contradic-
tions among the ruling pelitical pemonnel were reflected
much more clearly, At that congress an inter-bourgeais
clique struggle broke out over how to administer the
neocolonial state. The congress exposed the internal
contradictions within the nec-Destour party and state
and was marked by wrangling over succession.

A bourgeois opposition of a liberal variety began to
take shape. Its offersive was essentiolly centered oround
corridor battles aimed at remodeling the norms of fune-
tioning within the party and the state opparatus and at
a certain democrafization of institutions. Becouse of
the crisis that hod been shaking the country since 1949
ond hod offected the instruments of bourgesais rule full
force, this battle would have been won but for the di-
rect intervention of Bourguiba the Bonaparte, who took
the wind out of the liberals' salls and reestablished an
unstable equilibrium that was to last until the "congres
of clarity, " held in 1974, That congress purged the
party, eliminating the liberal clique.

Lacking any economic or social bose, the Mestirists®
were unable to formulate any coherent project or to

* Mastiri, one of the leoders of the DSP, was the leader
of the "liberal" current, an odvocate of establishing
a genuine bourgesis democrocy,
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present themselves as an alternative bourgeois pole to
the policy of the ruling group. The congenital weakness
of the lozal bourgeaisie, due to the structural weakness
of a dominated economy, inevitably relegates this bour-
geoisie to an intermediary role between a very small
local market (within which remnants of precapitalist
production remain very much ofive) and the world capi-
talist market .

After the various obortive attempts ot bourgeois reform
under Ben Salah — projects that had been implemented
on the basis of improvised plans — the entire policy of
the ruling class become one of palliatives and sub-
stitutes, At the same time, the ruling clas tried to
make some gestures of good will to the middle classes
(the social base of the regime), whose various sectors
were manifesting @ certain attitude of defionce in foce
of the repeated crises, which had cast discredit on the
abilities and coherence of the neo-Destourion team in
power. Condemned to remain within the orbit of imperi-
olism, this team waos to keep the door open to foreign
capital in on effort to gather some crumbs, try to mini-
mize the extent of growing unemployment, and increase
long-term capacities for industrialization — all on the
baosis of subsidiary operations and jeint ventures|

It was in this fromework that the investment code wos
worked out in 1969, Loter, 1972 legislation paved the
way for the creation of the Agency for the Promotion
of lnvestments (1973) and extended the "invesiment
code," The real aim was to codify the implantation of
imperialist corporations in the eountry by creating a
special system that entailed fiscal, custors, and ex-
change benefits. This law, which relates to manufac=
turing industry, includes such provisions as: complete
exemption from taxes on profits for a ten-year period,
then 80 percent exemption for the next ten years; ex=
emption from all restrictions and taxes on turnaver rela-
tive to purchases made in the country.

The advocates of this law proudly compared Tunisia to
Singapore, Malaysio, and Ireland, countries which are
already rather more advanced in this realm, fiscal para-
dises with abundant skilled labor receiving very modest
wages. The essence of this policy, which is in force
today, may be summed up in this extract of an interview
granted the review Afrique Industrie in February 1574
by Shadly Ayari, ex-minister of the economy:

"Why textiles in Tunisia? Mot becaouse everybody makes
textiles, but because we thought that the row materiol
we could produce was not wool or cotton but laber and
wages. . . . This labor and these woges are now suffi-
ciently competitive in Tunisia to enable us to produce
good guality textiles relatively cheaply.”

Mevertheless, in order to parfect this financial parodise,
the bourgeois class must guarantee the imperialists last-
ing social peace in order to assure their colassal profits.
Thus, in addition to restructuring and modernizing the
repressive opparatus (especially the police and the par-
allel armed gangs), the regime passed new laws aimed

ot setting up importent pelitical trump cards. The ruling
class hod been compelled to deal with the first wave

of radicalization at the end of the 1950s, especially

in the student milieu, where the direct impact of the
Palestinian resistance influenced the forms in which the
far left emerged, The far-left organizations were the
ones primarily targeted by the repression. But as discon-
tent spread to other social layers, particularly the work-
ers, the regime hod to confront @ more threatening maoss
movement. |t thus hod to use all the means at its com=
mand, including phisical force, to try to dam up the
movement.

In the framework of its policy of "contract for progress”
or "social contract, " the Nouira government assembled
the “social partners” — the employers association, the
ruling party, and the workers federation held in check
by the party — in an effort to dampen the effervescence
of the mass movement. At the same time, however, big
strikes for economic demands broke out. The warkers
engaging in the most advanced struggles (railway and
tramsport workers) were attacked by the police. From
that paint on, the regime has not established any real
social truce, despite its demands for secial peace,

The latest struggles, in May 1976, beyond their spon-
taneous and militont character, took on a manifest po-
litical significance given the present context. The work-
en resolutely entered into struggle just when the con-
tradictions among the various factions of the regime
were sharpening, disregarding the "defense of the na-
tional interest” which the exploiting class hod attempred
ta moke them respect.

The advocates of “national unity” had long since counted
on social peace, the guarantee needed for assuring in-
vestments by imperialist capital in the country. The
control of the mass organizations (including the trode-
union federation), the repression, and the role the

party made the servile trade-union bureaucracy play
allowed the neo-Destour to pretend that unanimity had
been created around it. Thus, in March 1976, on the
eve of the anniversary of independence, the regime

took advantage of an abortive "coup" directed by the
Giadhaffi regime in Libya to wage o hysterical campaign
ogainst the "bloody and terrorist Libyan regime, " to
issue an appeal to the population to close ranks around
the Supreme Fighter and the party he guides, to raise
the specter of the fatherland endangered by foreign
threats, ard to warn the Mestiri bourgeois opposition
clique, which had begun to agitate, once again demand-~
ing the democratization of institutions and the toning
down of the old repressive methods. This campaign cul-
minated in the carefully orchestrated show stoged around
the trial before the state security court of the three
Libyans charged with having organized the coup.

In spite of the tamished image of the nationalist Libyon
petty bourgeaisie, which once again demonstrated its
true character by expelling thousands of Tunisian work=
ers from Libya, in the eyes of broad layers of workers
and youth this trial appeared os o real charade, a way
of covering up the real problems. The intervention of
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Quld-Daddah, president of Mauritania, who mediated
the Tunisian-Libyan dispute, came at a good time to

prove once again that inter-bourgeois Arob contradic-
tiors are relegated to the back seat in face of the real
threats that may emerge from the mass movement itself.

The workers struggles of May broke cut in o context
marked by the deterioration of the living standards of
the masses, a dizzying rise In the prices of basic com=-
modities, and a stognation of wages, This new effer-
vescence of workers struggles stingingly belied the re-
gime's claims to have established sozial stability and
negated the pretensions of the trade-union buresucracy.
This bureaucracy hed just “celebrated” one of the calm-
est May Days ever, the "fruit" of the close collabora-
tion betwezn the social partners and the joint efforts

of the GUTW and the DSP to finally cement “national
unity, " efforts suppasedly facilitated by the comprehan-
sion and responsibility of the workers, who were work-
ing within and through their organization to Increagse
productivity so as to definitively assure the beginning
of real economic progress,

But immediately after the May Day weskend, thousands
of workers moved into struggle, occupying their work
places. The movement began in the urban transpartation
system, paralyzing the major activities of the copital
and its suburbs for two days, and then spread like an
oil stain. The truck drivers were the next te walk out,
Then it was the turn of the postal workers, who held
twenty-four-hour wark stoppages in several centers in
the provinces, The 2, 400 workers of the steel factory
of el-Fouladh also participated in the mobilizations;
they constitute the largest concentration of warkers in
Tunisio and have a genuine tradition of struggle, Other
smaller enterprises joined in, sometimes for work stop-
pages of several hours, sometimes picking up a struggle
that had been laft hanging, The demands were always
the same. For the first time since 1956, the public
health system was also offected by the movement,

The workers of some of the big hospitals in the copital
stopped work for several hours, forcing the regime to
make sencessions, granting medical and “paromedical”
parsonnel @ ene-hour-per-day reduction in hours [from
eight to seven). But this galn was fo be ercded several
weeks later; summer hours went back to the old system,

The last week of May was marked by the entry Into
struggle of the young magistrates, who in viclation of
the bourgeals legality of the institutions in which they
function (all members of the judicial system are for-
bidden to engage in any concerted action that halts or
impedes the functioning of the courts, according to ar-
ticle 18 of the magistrate code promulgated in July
1967), widened the fissures in the state apparatus it-
self. And while o good number of the fourteen demands
they raised were corparatist (such os salary increases),
their demand that trade-union rights be recognized

and that the threat of layoff for political activity be
eliminated expressed the aspirations of some fringes of
young -magistrates to act against the essification and
arbitrariness of the judicial bodies.

Between the hammer and the anvil

The regime's response was clear, Once it overcame its
initial surprise, it quickly recovered its repressive re-
flexes. The "forces of order” (palice and public secu-
rity brigades) attocked strikers and began arresting
“ringleaders. " But blind repression was no longer ef-
fective, given the scope of the movement, Thus, while
utilizing o part of its repressive apparatus in an effort
to break the spirit of the workers, the regime hod fo
resort to the tactic of calling upon the trode=union bu-
resucracy.

The meneuver was cbvious; Use the GUTW to cool
things down ard centrol the movement, Once the situ-
ation was pacified and after @ number of preventive
arrests under the pretext of protecting public order, the
regime launched new frials of militants,

From the very first doy of the transit strike, the mave-
ment hod promised to be o tough ane. The trade-union
leadership hod to assume 1ts responsibilities. It had

been driven to the wall. Previously the GUTW had orga-
nized some "legal" strikes ogainst some of the smaller
"intransigent bosses. " This enabled the GUTW to pre-
serve and even extend ity working-closs base. |f wos
thus able to appear as an organization defending the
interests of the workers, But this time the mobilization
went way beyond the rules of the game and escaped
bureaucratic control. The buregucrocy's position became
clear as of the beginning of June. 1t was to condemn

the mobilizations os illegal and to fssue an ultimatum

to the workers, demanding that they go bock fo work .

Just after the railway strike broke out, the executive
buregu of the GUTW (the minister of social affairs
of which is also o full member of the secretariat of the
nes-Destour party) held an emergency meeting to "stu-
dy the couses of the wildcot strikes unleashed in some
enterprises, " The mation edopted by this meeting em-
phasized the following four points:

*respect for low ond order;

*condemnation of wildcat strikes and all chastic
action;

*launching of a strike is not to be parmitted without
prior agreement from the trade-union federation;

*threat of expulsion and coordination of action with
the party in order to prevent elements expalled from
the union federation from entering the structures of
the party.
The motion concluded ot follows: "to promote produc-
tion and to mobilize oll potential with & view toward
achieving infegrated economic progress and toward
realizing a more just division of the national income,
within the framework of natianal unity, "

At the beginning of each struggle the party simply re-
peated (in the press, on the rodio and television) the
condemnations and ultimatums issued ogainst the work=
ers by the trade-union bureaucracy. While some con-
tradictions could have emerged between the party and
the union buresucrocy during the struggles, these con=
tradictions were the product only of the position of
the bureaucracy, cought between an increasingly



threatening mass movement (which it was determined
fo tame) and its own complete fealty to the party.
The determination and insolence of the workers broke
down the bureoucracy’s dream of maintaining its
policy of "dialogue" and harmany among the "socfal
partners” with the aim of concretizing ifs hazy the-
ory of "national unity."

Mot so long ogo the weekly organ of the GUTW, El-
Sha'b (The Peaple), claimed that the union hod 400, -
000 members. In 1960 it hod only 20,000, This grow-
ing influx of workers into the union proves only one
thing: the workers are clearly expressing thelr con-
sciousness of the need to orgonize to defend their im-
mediate interests against the deterioration of their
living conditiors as a result of unemplayment and
the rising cost of living. The only legal framework open
ta them for doing this feven if it is o meager ond even
foke fromewark), the enly structure they can occo-
sionally use to launch some struggles, is the GUTW.

It remains for the most advanced workers, those who
are now woging rodical strugales, along with revalu=-
tionaries, to transform the GUTW, fo moke it o reol
class-struggle trode union,

Following the lotest struggles, o werkers vanguard con=
seious of the rale it will have to play in the future
struggles hos been toking shape. The workers who bosed
ond challenged the trade-union bureaucrots before
thausands of their comrades, who tried empirically
through their creative imogination fo link up with the
best troditions of the international workers movement,
both on the level of forms of struggle and on the level
of self-defensa, the workers who spontaneously and
courggeausly contested the forces of bourgesis order

for contral of the streets, these workers are now asking
thermselves o question: How to construct the instruments,
both inside and outside the union, that can enable the
most militant workers to wage shugg1¢i. to make thair
demands felt by braaking out of the bureoucrotic sirait-
tocket. In the course of these mobilizations, which are
becoming increasingly intense, the most odvanced
workers have exhibited enormous capacities to drow
other layers of workers behind them, to induce these
workers also to wage their own struggles and to realize
their patential for self=organization.

It 7s on the basis of these experiences that revelution-
aries must concretely plan out their interventions. Ad-
dressing themselves to ond relying on the most rodica-
lized sectors of the toiling masses, they must begin
from the most directly felt concerns of the masses, shres-
sing defense of their immediate interests and the strug-
gle for democratic rights like the right to strike, free-
dam of organization and the prass, ete. On this basis
they must formulate overall political abjectives rhot
directly challenge the bourgeois regime and the impe-
rialist order.

At present the main objective is to deal with the repres-
sian hitting the warkers in struggle, to demand the im=
mediate and unconditional release of those imprisoned.
But to limit oneself exclusively to demands for demo-
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cratic rights would only strengthen the illusions of the
tailing masses in the ability of the present neocolonial
regime to respand to their demands. It is thus necessary
to immediately link struggles for the defense of the most
elementary democratic rights to socialist objectives,

in order to raise the consciowness of the masses. Adis-
cussion must immediately be opened with the existing
revolutionary forces on the strategic context of the Arab
nation in order to create the palitical and organiza-
tional imstrument that is needed to confront the recc-
tionary holy allionce of Arab bourgeoisies with the
greatest chance of success: the Arab-wide revalution-
ary pariy.

The mutual defarse pact that has been recently conclud-
ed betwaen the bourgecis Sadat regime in Egypt and
the bloody military junta of Joofor el-Mimeiry in the
Sudan is only one more declaration of war on the Arao
mass movement developing in the region. The workers
of the Tunisian transit and rail system, the postal
workers, ond the workers of el=Fouladh, following the
example of the workers of Helwan, Mahalla el-Kubra,
the Cairo industrial suburbs, and Alexandrio in Egvpt,
hove now pointed the way forward. They have demon-
strated the sort of closs solidarity that can unite them
in the daily Fight they must woge against the bourgeois
regimes that exploit them,

MNew IMG pamphlet containing trans-
lation of documents by Fourth Inter-
national organisations in the Arab
world. Available from RED BOOKS,
97 Caledonian Road, London N.1. —
price 30p & 6p p&p
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Bandaranaiks

REGIME IN CRISIS

by BALA TAMPOE

o

There s a good deal of speculation in Sri Lanko today

as to whather the legislative elections, scheduled for

the middle of 1977 according to the provisions of the
constitution, will astually take place or whether the
government will postpone them, os the Gandhi regime
did in Irdia. The possibility of early elections cannot

be excluded either, with the government seeking to

cash inon the temparary increase in its prestige which
resulted from the conference of so-called nonaligned
countries, recently held in Sri Lanka's capital, Colombo,

The political influence of the parties in the government
coalition (the 5¢i Lanka Freedom party and the Commu-
nist party) has serfously declined among the popular
masses, but it is the United MNational party, the right=-
wing opposition party, that has primarily benefited from
this. The expulsion of the reformist Lanka Sama Somojo
party (LSSP— Ceylon Equal Society party) from the gowv-
ermnment coalition deprived this coalition of its "left"
covar, But the circumstonces under which the expulsion
occurred have not ot all contributed to once again stim-
ulating Tlusions in the "leftist" charocter of the L5SP,
nor have they lent any credibility to this party's call

for @ "united socialist front." On the contrary, instances
of decompesition of the LSSP hove spread since it was
expelled from the government.

Thus, ot the beginning of August Dasili Amerasinghe,
editor-in-chief of the weekly Nation and member of

the Central Committes of the LS5P, resigned from the
party to join Prime Minister Bandaranaike's party, bring-
ing his joumnal with him. The L55P was thus compelled
to begin publishing a new organ, entitled Socialist MNa-
tian.

The political decay of the old leadership of the L55P
has proceeded no less clearly, in spite of the party's
passage to the opposition. Several leaders of the Fed-
sral party {which is Tamil nationalist), including some
members of parliament, are now being prosecuted on
the basis of repressive legislation enacted under the
state of emergency. Their "crime” is 1o hove issued o
leaflet "subversive” to the constitution. Their lawyers
have challenged the validity both of the emer-
gency legislation ond of the comstitution. The spokes-
man for the loyal opposition, Calvin R. Da Silva of
the LSSP, immediately rose in parlioment to defend the
bourgeois constitution and the repressive legislation
and presented the speeches of lowyers ond parlioment
members representing on oppressed national minarity
{evan if they are bourgeois) as threats to the paoplel

The current rise of workers combotivity hos been reflected
in many strikes ond demorstrations, some of the furgesr
of which hove involved the Ceylon Mercantile Union
(CMU) . For example, the CMU waged an importont
struggle to prevent its members employed in the Firms
administering the plantations from being sacked after
the nationalization of these Firms, which was decided
on last March. A mass meeting in the center of Colombo
on May 27 accompanied by a strike of all mambers of
the CMU was attacked by the police, But the attack
was unoble to prevent thousands of warkers from ossem-
bling, On July 21 there wos o twenty=~four-hour general
strike of the employess of the Ceylon Estates Stoff
Union, with which the CMU has established friendly
relations. The influence of the CMU among the worken
ard employess of the plantations hos grown as a result
of these activities,

The growing militant activity of sectors of the working
class is creating problems not only for the LSSP but also
for the SLFP. On the eve of the Colombo conference

of nonaligned countries there was a brief strike of postal
and telephone workers. |t was "suspended” on the basie
of emergency legislation and under the threat of arrest
of the leaders of the strike, One of the two unions that
orgonized this strike was offiliated to the trade-union
federation controlled by the SLFP. |t was disaffiliated
by the federation for having called the strike,

The revolutionary Marxists of Srf Lanka plan to partici-
pate independently in the electoral campaign by present-
ing same candidates of the Revalutionary Marxcist porty
(Ceylonese section of the Fourth International), some
candidates of the CMU, ond some independent workers
candidates upholding a common platfarm of reestab-
lishment of democratic rights ond struggle for transi-
tional demands.

August 10, 1974



MINERS

BATTLE

@by 5. FERNANDEZ®

Toward the end of 1575 1t became clear that the Baliv-
ion maises were mecovering from the blows that hod been
dealt them by the repressive government measures of
MNovember 1974 and the closhes of early 19735, In foct,
the paar 1974 began with o revolutionary rise. As we
pointed out at the time, this new awakening of the
workers and people's movement wos expressed in the
centralized conflicts around the Monoca shoe factory

ir Cachabamba and around the universities. (For an
account of these struggles, sea INPRECOR, MNo.50,
Aneil 29, 1976.) More than 70, 000 people, both work=-
ers and students, mobilized in these struggles during
February and March of this year. The dictatorship was
forced to yield in foce of this attack by the masses, |t
was the first test of strength to end in a political gain
for the workers.

The high paint of this new rise of the mass movermenl
gecurred with the miners' congress in Corotom (see |N=
PRECOR, Mo.56, July 22, 1978}, both becausa the
government was unable to prevent the congress from
being held and because of its political, economic, and
social conclusions. But while the Cerocoro congress re-
flected the new rise of the masses, it also revealed the
limits and inodequocies of that rise.

2 we explained during the pre-congress discussion it-
salf, the Balivion maosses are not devaloping in a uni=
farm manner or at the same level. |nstead, the msistance
to and struggle agaimst the measures of the dictatorship
are marked by uneven development and maturation.

The new rise of the masses hos been limited to the miners
and the university students, while other sectors (with

a few exceptions, such as the Monaco warkers in the
industrial sector) have held bock, unable to defeat or
pvercame government contral .

The dictatorship understood this new awakening of the
masses and its limitations ond thus prepared to isolate

ond decapitate it, for the regime could not permit it=
self the lux -y of allowing the development of the work-
ers mavement, which day by day was succeeding in
making its trede-union organizations function ogoin
ond was becoming ever more audocious in its demands
and its efforts to recover lost ground. It was urgent for
the government fo prevent the masses from unifying on
o national scale, to prevent the more backward sectors
from advancing ond joining with the most advonced
ones, insum, to prevent the comsciousness and mobili-
zation of the masses from rising.

After the Corocoro miners' congress, in which their
agents were unable to occomplish anything, the govern-
ment, the high command of the armed forces, and the
employers all agreed to move to the counteroffensive.
They decided to take on the miners. In doing so, the
dictatorship began by altering its command, introducing
modifications, and so on. Amang other important moves
was the chonge in the general managar of Coimbel, the
nationalized mining corporation; General Carles Alce-
reza Melgorejo, o typical antiworker odventurist, waos
placed in command.

In spite of these various odjustments, however, one im=
portant foctor was still locking. A way hod to be found
to poy for the struggle agairst the miners, which the
government calculated would be a long one, At the re-
quest of the military governmeant, Henry Kissinger ogreed
to generously finance the ontiworker counteroffensive
of Banzer and recommended that he take a hard line
agoinst the miners. The plan of attack wes approved and
polished up in Santa Cruz, in the presence of Kissinger
ond with his assistance. Kissinger left Bolivia on the
night of June 7. Cn the following night, Banzer's cabi-
net vated o state of sfege and decided on a militory in-
vasion of the mines, ordering the destruction ond cop~
ture of the miners' leaderships, from the national FSTAB
{Balivian Federation of Minewarkaer' Unions) to the
locol trode-union sections.

The workers’ response: a general strike

The dictatorship's offersive took the trade-union leadar-
ship and the left parties by surprise, The FSTMB had be-
gun to mssemble its economic commission to prepare for
woge negotiatiors with Coimbel, scheduled for June

10. The questiors of the repatriation of the body of ex-
president Torres, who hod been murdered in Argentina,
ond the prolonged struagle of the high=school students
agairst military service occupied the center of attention
af the time when the dictatorship lounched its brutal
attack on the miners.

While the army entered the mines, the great majority

of the leaders of the FSTMB were seized in La Paz,
which succeeded in decapitating the miners' movement
temporarily. The first response to the military assoult
thus came from the local trade unions. As always, the
Catavi and Siglo XX mines were the first to take the
initiative, colling a strike, The leadership of the FSTMB
was then recorstituted by those who hod not been cop-




s e S S B 0 B B

tured and o general miners' strike was called. Subse-
guently, the miners' leadership was hit by more arrests
ond was again recomstituted. |n proctice, though, the
FSTMB ceased to oct as a centralized leadership provid=-
ing on orientation, ond the strike wos maintained by
rank-and-file initiative.

The state of siege, along with the declaration of the
mining regiors as military zones, isolated the mines.

A wall of silence and misinformation wos erected ground
the mining regions, meking communication among dis-
tricts difficult; communication between the mines o

a whole and the rest of the workers movement and the
universities wos even more difficult. Throughout the
thirty days of the strike, the government cantinually
broodcost false information.,

In an attempt to break the strike in each mine by sub-
jecting the entire population to military pressure, the
police viclently burst into houses, seizing miners and
their families and taking them away. In combination
with and in support of such measures, Coimbol reduced
normal food preduction, closing down the canteens and
reducing rations to absurdly low levels. The supply of
drinking waoter was cut off, as were lights and electric-
ity. The miners' encampments ware turned into vast
prisons prey te hunger, imsecurity, ond violence by
fascist gooms. The strike continued under these condi-
tions; strike committess arose and ronk-ond=file com-
mittess began to emerge in the obsence of the trade-
union leoders, who hod been arrested or were in hiding,

The solidarity the miners owokened in the cities was
also met by violence, Hundreds of students were ar-
rested and seven universities were eventually closed
down. Here again the leodership was decapitoted .,
Genuine suppart from other sectors of urbon workers
through strikes and mobilizations could not move far-
ward in foce of the massive and viclent repression,

Under these conditions, the miners were unable to hold
out for mare than thirty days, despite their herofsm.
The strike was suspended mine by mine,

Consequences of the defeat

The defeat of the miners contained the rise of the mosses
that had been germinating tince late 1975 and hod
forced Bonzer to bock down during the mabilizations

of February ond March of this year. The leaderships of
the FSTMB and the local trode-union sections were par=
tially destroyed . Eight hundred forty-five miners were
fired on charges of being ogitators and left militants.
Some 400 people were imprisoned or exiled. The miners'
rodio stations were token over by the army. The mining
districts are stll sccupied by the armed forces.

But in spite of the gravity of these blows against the
miners ond students, it may nevertheless be said that
the defeat was not total. For one thing, even in the
oreas that were directly hit, demoralization is limited,
while the spirit of combativity still holds swey among
the broad masses. The trode-union leaderships, although

much reduced by arrests and layoffs, have preserved
therselves underground.

There is ane ather very important element, The sectors
thot waged the strike or supported it morally are now
radicalizing., They have been shoken by the methods
the dictatorship used against the miners, In the areas
oround the mines, amang the pecsants and the rest of
the elvilian population that does not work in the mines,
there is o positive development of cpposition to the
military regime. The presence of the army fuels discon-
tent.

From the economic ond social standpoint, the govern-
ment has proven incopable of meeting the aspirations
and demands of the miners. The wage increase decreed
in the middle of the strike and later institutionalized
with the conference of rank-ond-file delegates, the so-
colled Social Plan, does not satisfy even the maost mini=
mal of the needs of the workers. The presence of the
army in the mines will soon become o source of diffi-
culty For the dictatarship, since the political influence
of the masses who ore suffering and fighting will have
an impoct on the troops, The toctic odopted by the
masses, which is to get close to the seldiers and Frater-
nize with them, is a correct one which will soon bear
fruit. The government, having made use of a fake pater-
nalism and centered its attack on the "for left, " 1s now
trying to pocify the mines. But to succeed in this would
require offering the masses of mines something to com-
pensate for their losses. And on this level the govern-
ment's only response has been the presence of the army
ard repressive measures. The |eft parties, along with
the miners and students, have also been dealt hard blows,
They have lost their apparatuses, their means by which
to work, and many of the leadership codre. But here
ogoin the defeat is less grave than has been the cose

on other occasions. In spite of the hard blows, the par-
ties are trying to examine the situation and begin ogain,

The rank-and-file committees

In an attempt to work around and prosecute the leader-
ships of trade unions elected in congresses and gssem-
blies and also in an attempt to gain time, the gavern-
ment demagogically pushed for the emergence of so-
called rank-and-file committees with which it could
rnegotiote. In Huanuni even Banzer himself asked the
miners fo support the rank-and-file committes agairst
the trode-union leadership. The canference of La Paz,
out of which an ogreament come, was made up of these
rank-and-Ffile committess.

What are these committees and what was the significance
of the Lo Paz conference? It is important to clarify

this paint. Are they simply government bodies as is the
case with the "ecoordinodores” (coordinating commit-
tees)? Mot at all. The ronk-ond-file committees are
part of the amsenal of struggle of the mining proletoriat,
and the masses resort to them when repression decapi-
tates the unions, But they must have o democratic origin
and must rest on the will of the workers. It is certain
that in the initial period, under the pressure of the



army and the repressive measures, some scab elements
wormed thelr way into the committees, elements on
which the government tried to rely. But this was only
temporary. In San José the assembly had already stated
its rejection of the official coordinating bodies and its
support to the rapk-and-Ffile committes, which was
elected democratically. It is nacessary to woge a Firm
struggle to maintain this troditional practice of the
miners, throwing the buresucrats out. The rank-and-
file committess must serve as the present defensive
trench of proletarian interests. The conference of rank-
and-file delegates and the very occeptance of the rank-
ard-file committees clearly indicate the limits of the
govarnment's victory. The dictatorship was forced to
compromise with the rank-and-file committees, since
it was unable to smash the miners completely in spite
of the defeat of the strike,

Furthermore, the conference showed that the govern=
ment, although it hod won militarily, wos unable to
transfer its victory to the palitical o social spheres.

Its paternalist mansuvers, camried oot with rifles pointed
at the backs of the miners, will collapse rescundingly
in the near future,

Causes of the defeat

One of the couses of the defeat of the miners was un=
doubtedly an incorrect view of reality which consisted
of confusing the rise of one sector with the rise of the
closs as a whole, Becouse of this, an unlimited general
strike was called against the government's attack, but
becouse of the relative retard of important sectors of
the workers movement it was impossible to generalize
this battla. The strike thus remoined confined to the
mines and universities: Then there wai the lock of Flex-
ibility. Under the present conditiom, it is not correct
to struggle for all ar nothing. It would have been better
to have bean mare flexible, taking one step ot a time
inan octive process of ogitation, trying to stimulate
the maturation of the more backward layers, trying to
draw in much broader sectors of the masses through
common demands and a single leadership.

A on previous occasioms, even in the mines and univer-
sities there was o lack of understanding of the importance
of arming and estaolishing self-defense committees ot
the trode-union level, Such bodies were absent in face
of the military secupation and the violence employed
by the police. The closing of the canteens ard even

the cutting off of drinking water and electricity could
have been countered by organized and militarily trained
commandos. In the mines in the south, specifically in
Siete Suyos, in the absence of such bodies the masses
spontaneously resorted to dynomite as in the old days,
which resulted in the death of two workers.

The smaller left parties were generally not very octive

in the strugale, either because of their weakness or be-
couse of incurable sectarianism. |n any case, they lacked
the oudocity to form a united front and work out @ com=
man strategy and tactics to deal with the wor declared

by Banzer. This is a reflection of the Bolivian crisis of

revolutionary leodership, an urgent crisis which borders
on tragedy and whose solution desperately requires a
capable and strong revelutionary Morxist party rooted
among the masses and halding authority among them,

a party that can direct, plan, and orgenize the strug-
gle, overcoming the present atomization and fragmenta-
tian,

Tasks and perspectives

The gorillas hove above all gained time in which to
contain and decapitate the awakening and rise of the
miners and university students. The regime hos tempor-
arily gained stability. While it is certain that there
will be conflicts with other sectors, they will be ona
lower level for the moment. For Banzer, however, the
most important paint is the question of his internatfonal
relatiors. By defeating the mines he hos increased his
prestige among his imperial ist patrons, the bonks and
finonce capital . He now oppeart to head a regime
worthy of their confidence, one of the most stable in
Latin America. Less than thirty days after the miners
strike was broken, Bonzer recaived various loans run-
ning inte the milliors of dallars. In addition, in occor-
dance with Kissinger's promise, it is Yankee imperialism
that will pick up the tab far the 524 million spent break-
ing the strike and corrying out the repressive measures.

B¢ far s the masses are concerned, one of the basic
tasks now is to stand Fost with the miners so that the
broken strike doss not result in new retrogression. The
rank=and=file committees must be converted into genu=-
ine organs of the will of the workers; they must be
purged of infiltrators. What remains of the FSTMB lead-
ership must be united in these commitfess, incorporoting
them into an emergency leadership. On the other hand,
attention must be directed to the sectors that have not
been hard hit, those that hove been more backward,

in order to moke them advance, to raise their palitical
conscisusness and understanding, and to push forward
the tendencies toward recovery of the trade unions,
casting aside the official coodinating bodies. The bind-
ing of the wounds of the miners' movement ond the de-
velopment of the maturation of the other sectors, espe-
cially the factory workers, has now become the task
facing the mass movement.

The struggle for democretic rights and liberties for the
masses, denunciation of the atrocities committed by

the government, and publication of lists of those im-
prisoned, tortured, exiled, and parsecuted must occupy
an impartant place in the concerns of revolutionaries.
To centralize the masses and unite the palitical tenden-
cies of the workers movement are major tasks, We must
begin with the question of wages in order to mise the
transitional program.

A far o5 our party is concerned, the future of the rev-
olution will depend on our growth. We must comstant!y
remain conscious of this historie truth, We must build
ourselves into the Marxist party that is now lacking.
And to do this we must ever strengthen our base omong
the masses,
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FREE JOSE PAEZ!

|

The life of José Francisco Péez, o veteran leader of the trade-union movement in Argenting, is
in grave danger. In Januory of this year, Pdez wos arrested, along with his wife, and occused of
“illegal amociations ond possession of subversive moterfols. " He was subsequently tried and is
now being held incommunicads in the Cérdoba panitentiary.

According to fimt-hond occounts, several prisoners dre taken away from the Cdrdoba penitentiary
each evening. In the moming, their bodies are found, supposedly killed in confrontations between
the military and the guerrillas. It hos also become known that the Cérdoba penitentiory officials
ore comtructing @ funnel near the prison. There is reason to fear that additional political prisoners
may be murderad under the guise of o pre-arranged "escape” attempt. These focts make the situa-
tion of José Pdez oll the mare critical.

The arrest and imorisonment of Péez hos already stirred protests from individuals and organizations
around the werld. Among fhem are 30 members of the Colombian Parliament, including Villar
Borda, head of the Liberal porty and close associate of President Lépez Michelsen, and the Co-
lambian Federation of Educators, one of the leading trade union organizations, which is urging
other Colembian trode uniomt to also issue protest stotements.

Péez, 39, began working in the Fiat Concord auto plant in Cérdoba ot the age of 20, His ole

as o leader of the massive strikes waged by the Fiat workers in the lost several years won him na=
tionwide fame as one of the most oble and respacted trode-union leaders in Cérdoba. In 1969

he was amang the leaders of o large-scale strike wave, in which the Fiat workers wera in the
forefront. In 1971 another huge mohilization of workers in Cérdeba — known a3 the Comdobazo
— shosk the nation. Again the Fiat workers union, SITRAC-SITRAM, led the way. The union

was eventually occupied by the army and Péez was arrested aleng with several other strike leod-
ers. Although later relecied, Péez continued to be parsecuted by the militery dictatorship and
wias forced 1o spend nine months underground . In September 1973 Pdez became the vice-presiden-
tial candidate of the Partide Socialista de los Trobajodores (P5T).

In January of this year the provincial government of Cérdoba called @ meeting of all pelitical
parties o discuss the wave of right=wing terrorism gripping the province. Pdez attended this meat-
ing represanting the PST. He accused the Peronist government of protecting the right-wing gongs
that hod been murdering trade-union activists, lawyers who defended political prisoners, and
even relatives of political figures. Hours later, o group of armed men in civilion clothing at=
tempted to kidnap him in brood daylight os he was leaving @ bank in the center of town with his
wife, but falled to do so when Péez screamed and drew o crowd around him. Shortly after this
incident, Péez and his wife were arrested .

Despitests false proclamations concerning human rights, the ruling military junta in Argentina is
now being exposed s one of the most ruthless in Latin America. Pdez is one of more than 10, 000
political prisoners now held. José Péez is imprisoned for the sole "crime” of defending the demo-
cratic and human rights of the Argentine paople. He has become o symbol of the political persecu=-
tion suffered by the Argentine labor movement, Help us defend him! Only a massive international
outcry can save the |ife of this recognized trade-union leader and ensure his release !

Send a telegram or letter today demanding the immediate release of José Francisco Pdez to:

C asa Rosada

| |
General Jorge Videla
Buenos Aires, Argentina
———— e - - = e _— =




A REMINDER:
SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTION

WE NEED $5.000

TO ASSURE THE '
CONTINUING PUBLICATION

OF INPRECOR

The First lssue of INPRECCOR was publithed in May 1974 in three longuages, English,
French, and Sponish; soon it was possible to begin on edition in German. INPRECOR
was lounched to provide a forum for the revelutionary Marxist analysis of the Fourth
International on crucicl events throughout the world. In this it hos been o success;
more than 10,000 reoders on all five continents have come to rely on this important
imtrument of political information ond discussion. A a time when we are experien-
¢ing o rising revolutionary upsurge on o world scale, INPRECOR should be expanded
and improved. But we are now Focing extreme difficulties due to o serious liquidity
crisis which has built up over past months and has been exacerbated by the recent
rise in postal rates and the summer shurdown during August. This liquidity crisis now
poses an immediate threal to our ability to continue regular publication of INPRECOR,
aspecially if we ore to go ahead with plars to scon bring out the fourth of our spe-
cial, &4-page issues on the world economic situation.

We need financial help from our readen to solve this probleny without it we cannot
meet all cur cutstanding obligatiors. We hope tha! readers can contribute a total
of $5, 000 bafore the end of Seplember. Your help is urgently needed and every
resporse to this appeal, no matter how small, will be helpful and welcome.

via parsonal check: mode out to the order of GISELA SCHOLTZ, Inprecor, 76 rue
Antoine Donsoert, 1000 Brussels, Belgium;

via postol order: GISELA SCHOLTZ, Acct, No. CCPO00-1085001-56



