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SPAIN
hourgeois maneuvers
and the
mass movement

by JUAN FERNANDEZ

The "law on political reform" adopted by the Spanish
Cortes an November 18, 1976, Is the provisional out-
come of all the afforts to "reform Francaism" undertaken
since the death of the dictater. To the applouse of Span-
ish ond internotional finance capital and with the banev-
olent support of the entire Eurcpean bourgesisie, the
Sudrez government will submit a project for new polit-
ical institutions in tha Sponish state to the vate of @
referendum, scheduled for December 15,

The new political institutions called for include the fol-
lowing points:

* & bicameral system in which the Senate will have
the same powers as the Chomber of Deputies, although
the Senote will contain some non-elected members ap-
pointed by the king;

* Maintendnce of institutions of the dictatorship such
as the Council of the Realm;

* An unclear electoral system, but one which will
certoinly exclude proportional representation and will
be based on some variety of majority vote by province,
probably with o stipulation of the minimum number of
votes needed nationally for representation in parlioment;

* Maintenance of the illegal status of the Communist
party, the orgonizations of the far left, the Basque no-
tionalist organizations, and the major trode-union for-
mations which represent the majority of the presently
organized workers;

* Monopaly of aoccess to the mass media for the post-
Francaist political orgonizations, with even the "respect-
oble” oppesition still banned from rodio and television;

* Maintenance of the entire repressive opparotus of
Francoism, continued detention Tn prison of hundreds of
political prisoners, and complete immunity for the fas-
cist para-police gangs like the "Guerrillas of Christ the
King, " which continue to carry out terrorist aftocks
ogainst the militan!s of the oppesition movements, con-
tinue to attock bookstores in which leftist literature is
sold, and continue to threaten and intimidate the fami-
lies of political prisoners,

Given the gravity of the economic situation and the rise
of weorkers and people's struggles, the historic project
for surmounting the dangers thot threaten the survival of
Sponish copitalism in the era of the degth agony of the
irstitutions of the dictatorship remains that of a "social
poct” which requires that the reformist workers parties,
the CP and the PSOE (Partido Socialista Obrero Espafiol
— Spanish Socialist Workers party) be associated with
the government (which reguires that they be legal) and
also requires that the leaderships of the trode~union or-
genizations recognized by the workers be integrated inte
this "social pact.”

What, then, is the point of o “political reform" that

falls well short of what is needed to set the palitical
project of the Sponish bourgesisie on the rails? It repre-
sents a political and social maneuver cimed ot shifting
the relationship of forces in faver of big capital in order
that the fundemental political project may gain greater
chance of success. In foct, the bourgeoisie feors that

in the wake of the rise of struggles, the rodicalization
ond politicization of an increasingly broad workers van-
guard, and the modification of the relationship of forces
within the working closs and the workers movement, the
"sociol pact” could be disregarded by a significant por-
tion of the workers, The threat of the reformist leader-
ships being outflanked increases as a function of the
scope and dynamism of the mass movement. For the bour-
gecisie the point of the “political reform" is to try fo
limit this scope and breck this dynamism before the ligui-
dation of the institutions of the dictatorship is completed,
To this end |t is necessory to:

*Divide the "democratic” opposition ond integrate
its moderate wing (the Christian Democrats and the right
wing of the Social Democracy) inte the operation of the
Sufirez government;

*Ssek to Tsalate the Communist party {and the far
laft), or at lecst to use the blockmail of fsslation with
the aim of cocentuating the "moderation” of the reform=
ist leaderships with o view toward fragmenting and de-
mobilizing etruggles;

* Accentucte the repression ogainst the far-left orgo-
nizations and the entire advanced wing of the mass move=
ment;

*Try to use the economic crisis to strike at the unity
of the proletarion front, particularly through massive
layoffs, factory closures, and lockouts, ond by wsing
threats and fear of unemployment as g means by which
to blackmail the combative layers of the working class;

* Accentuate the trends toward trode-union division
and fragmentation and postpone as long as pessible the
legalization of the Workers Commissions as trade-union

‘organizations. This is intended to permit the Social

Democratic and Christion Democratic bureoucrofs to
catch up to the CP in the orgonization of o brood mass
base in the Foctories;

*iLegitimize" the post-Francoist bourgescis political
formations by using the referendum to obtain a plebescire
vote ameng the petty bourgeoisie and the less politicized
loyen of the toiling masses. This demagogic maneuver
consists of identifying any rejection of the “political
raform" with maintenance of the status quo and of thus
obtaining a vote in faver of the "reform" from all those
who are opposed to the dictatorship but whose political
opinions are not wfficiently firm or whose links with the
great organizations of the workerns movement are not suf-
ficiently consolidated;

*Give the bourgeoisie time to organize structured
political formations and select a representative political
personnel, which is manifestly not the cose with paliti-
cians laft aver from the Franco era, such os Fraga, min-
ister of the interier in the previous government.

In the final analysis, all this means one thing: gain
time. The "reform” is only provisional, like everything
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else thot has been done in the Spanish state since the
death of the dictator. But time is important, especially
in @ country in which unemployment is on the rise (thare
are more than half a million octually unemployed, al-
though official statistics speak of 300,000 jobless), in
which the rate of profit is collopsing, in which the in-
flation rate is more than 20% a year, and in which the
flight of capital amounts to something like 20-25% of
capital in circulation, namely 100,000-125,000 million
pesetas {more than $2,000 million).

Will this maneuver be successful in the short term? The
fact that the "democratic opposition, ™ Including the
CP, has put its finger into the machinery of the "nego-
tiated break" with the upholders of the Francoist mon=-
archy incontestably facilitates the game being played
by the Sudrez government. The first resporse of the CP
and the PSOE wes to say "No" to the project of pelit-
ical reform and to call for "active abstention" on the
referendum. But the Cheistian Democrats are already
negatiating with the government, and the Social Demo-
erats of the Popular Socialist party of Tierme Galvén
are hesitating. The threat of o two-stage capitulation
is real.

If Suirez were ta make a few minor concessions = for
example, keep the CP illegal but allow CP condidates
to run for election on "front" lists — the reformists might
accept de facto the foke elections of next year, with-
out the workers movement First goining legal status,

without the real reestablishment of democratic rights,
without o real dismantling of the institutions and repres-
sive apparatus of the dictatorship, without the release
of pelitical prisoners, and without institutions genuinely
founded on universal suffrage.

More than ever, the response to this question remains
linked to the trends and dynamic of mass struggles, in

a twofold sense. Will the hesitant attitude and vacilla-
tions of the "democratic opposition” be able to disorient,
frogment, and thereby curb the mass movement? Can
the continuation of the impetuous rise of this mas move-
ment compel the Francolst monarchy to retreat on ques-
tions of repression? Will it be able to "break" the ma-
neuver of November 18 and compe| the "respectable
opposition” to harden its opposition and engage in o
resolute battle to actively boycott the referendum,
which would incontestably contribute te unifying and
politicizing the mass movement itself?

Lessons of Novemnber 12

In this regard, the analysis of the general strike of No-
vember 12, 1975, enables some data to be accumulated
which allows the general trends of the mass movement

to be judged.

MNovember 12 was undoubtedly the greatest strike move-
ment in the Spanish state since the establishment of the

On Saturday, Mavember 20, the Guardia Civil, machine guns and pistols in hand, broke into the
Aranzazu Sonctuary in the Basque province of Guiplizcoa. They had come to orrest the participants
in an assembly of the Lige Comunista Revolucionaria/Euzkadi ta Askatasuno-VI (LCR/ETA-VI —
Revolutionary Communist League/Basque Nation and Freedom-5ixth Assembly), a sympathizing
organization of the Fourth International. The assembly wes about to conclude when the Guardia
Civil eniered the monastery,

All of the 154 people present were arrested; among them were fraternal delegates of other warkers
organizations of the Basque country as well os several naticnal leaders of the LCR. Some of them
were beaten and sven tortured, The Spanish police were attempting to deal a heavy blow ogainst
the revelutionary Marxists of Euzkadi and the entire Spanish state. But the offair furmed ogains!
the regime. It ended in @ manner totally unforeseen by the tinpot Gestapo, which has proven fn-
copoble of understanding the change in the relationship of forces that hes eccurred in Spain,
MNews of the arrest of our comrades spreod like wildfire throughout the provinces of Euzkedi. The
response of the toiling masses was immediate, Five metal foctories in Pamplona, the capital of
the province of Navarra, closed down, the workers going on strike to protest the arrests. In
Vizeaya the colleges of Deuste and Gerona, as well o the college of economic sciences, went
an strike. In the big industrial center of Bilbao, on both banks of the Nervion, oll the neigh-
borhood associations convened a street demorstration, In Alava general mssemblies were held

in the major foctories, which also happened in the province of Guipdzcoa,

Within twenty=four hours, united slogans signed by the Communist party, the Socialist party,

the KAS (nationalist), and all the organizations of the far left demanding the immediote re-
lease of our comrades appeared on the walls of cities and villages throughout Guipdzcoa. After
a united meeting held Merday, Movember 22, all the workers orgenizations and revolutionary
nationalist forces of the four provinces of Euzkad] concluded an ogreement to wage an inten-
sive common campaign around the following four points: release of the militonts arrested at
Aranzazy; Immediate and total amnesty for political pritoners; freedom of organization and
msembly; boycott of the constitutional referendum of December 15.




Francoist dictatoship. In all, more than 2 million work-
ers stopped work, 500,000 in Catalonia, 420,000 in

the Basque country, 300,000 in Madrid, 230,000 in
Valencia, 120,000 in Andalusia, 90,000 in Asturios,
80,000 in Galicia, 60,000 in Aragon, 35,000 in the
Balaerie lslands, and so on.

The MNovember 12 general strike was a palpable demon-
stration of the refusal of the workers of the Spanish state
to tolerate the consequences of the capitalist economic
crisis, of their determination to compel satisfaction of
their economic demonds ogairst the high cost of living,
the wage freeze, and layoffs for economic, trode-union,
or political reasons — in spite of the chatter about “the
need for a responsible attitude in order to overcome the
crisis, " |t also demonstrated that o real general strike

is now possible, even a political general strike, which
would overturn the whole opplecart of the "reform of
Francsism, " which would put an end to the Francoist

monarchy, which would genuinely win demacratic rights.,

But Navember 12 also demeonstrated that winning genu-
ine satisfaction of all the demands of the workers, both
economic and political, and genuinely bringing down
what remains of the dictatorship requires that the mass
struggles be organized differantly. In this sense, the
November 12 strike and the success of November 12
must be analyzed indepth in order to draw all the les-
sons, positive and negative, so as to prepare for taking
a step forward in coming months,

The First lesson that must be drawn s that economic de-
mands must absolutely be linked to the demand for the
full and integral reestablishment of democratic rights,
with no restrictions whatscever, In the course of each
strike for demands, even I it is dellberately limited to
advancing only economic demands, the same phencmeana
are repeated: police repression, arrest of strikers, lack
of freedom of organization and expression, lock of legal
and representative trode unions. All this mekes it diffi-
cult for the workers to defend their rights and win thair
demands,

In the immemse majority of cases, when strikes have
ended in failures, it hos been due to the repressive ac-
tion of the state which has arisen out of the dictatorship.
The workers have understood this, for when they draw
up platforms of demands, they regularly include the de-
mand for the reestablishment of democratic rights, the
struggle against Francoism and its remnants, along with
the purely economic demands, But the platform on the
basis of which the trode-union coordinating committee
{which included the Workers Commissions, the Social-
Democratic dominated UGT, and the USO) called for
the general strike of November 12 laft the palitical de=
mands oside completely, Did this contribute to a greater
mass mobilization? On the contrary,

The proof of this come in the Basque country, where
participation In the November 12 general strike was less
than 1t hod been in the hwo previous general strikes,

————
ATTEMPT AT REPRESSION

Of the 154 comrades arrested, the government was rapidly forced to release 119, under the
pressure of the masses, Thirty-five remained in prison, omong them the comrades who had pre~
sided over the assembly ot Aranzazu. Among those remaining In prison were:
* Jaime Pastor, Jord! Joumendreu, ond Ramén Zaye of the national leadeship of the LCR/ETA-VI:
* José Mario Solchaga, Isobe| Ciriza, and Pllor Andriego of the Workers Commissions of the

province of MNavarrg;

*Paotxi Allestardn of the Workers Commissions of the province of Guipdzeoa;
*José Luis Pariza of the Workers Commissions of the province of Vizcave;
*anten Carrera, sentenced to eight years in prison in the infomous Burgos trials of 1970 and

relessed in March 1975

*Felipe lzaguire, member of the lecdeship commission of the united campaign for amnesty in
Gulpizeoa (spent eight years in prison, relessed in February 1976);

*lavier Armendariz, member of the leadership commission of the united compaign for amnesty
in Movarra (seven years in prison, released in March 1578);

*Pedro Maria Zugadi (eight years in prison, releesed in August 1978) and Yesi Lorono (eight

years in prison, also released in August 1974).

The comrodes who were kept in joil came before the Son Sebastion tribunal ot 7:00 p.m, on
Movember 23, They were indicted ond sentenced to fines totaling 600,000 pesetas (about §10,000).
Collections ware immediately orgonized., Within three hours ofter the sentencing, 700,000

pesetos hod been collected in the popular neighborhoods of San Sebastion. A collection in the

Five metal foctories in MNavarra that hod gone on strike brought in on additional 200,000 pesetas.,

Thus, the "mistake” the government made in orresting our comrades permitted o popularization
and greater Implentation of the organization. And, no less important, it stimulated the process
of unity in oction of the workers organizations in Euzkaedi, which will bear fruit in the struggle

to boycott the fake referendum,
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which were political. Further proof is that with the ex=
ception of Valencio and some neighborhoods of Madrid
and Seville, it was impossible to draw the reachers into
the November 12 strike or to get the artisans and shop-
keepers to participate. This would have been avoided
+f the social and political demands of all the oppressed
masses had been added to the demands of the workers.

The "depcliticization” of the platform of the trade=-union
coordinating committee for November 12 corresponds

to a precise political project. Given the perspective aof
the reformists, 1t was necessary at all costs to prevent
the general strike (itself reluctantly "conceded” as o
result of pressure from the rank and file) from interfering
with the negatiations of the political parties of the
“democratic oppesition” with the government, In other
words, it was necessary to prevent the conquest of demo-
cratic rights through the mobilization and direct oction
of the masses from being understood as an alternative
solution fo the project of negetiating the reestoblishment
of these rights one step at a time through making succes-
sive compromises with the paliticians who have emerged
from Francoism.

But events like the vote of the Cortes in favor of the po-
litical reform law precisely confirm that negotiation
with the regime is not the road by which the disappear-
ance of the regime will be achieved. Even the limited
demands presented by the Coordinacidn Demoerdtica
{Democratic Coordination) — which far the moment in=
cludes the entire "respectable” opposition, both work=
ers parties and bourgeols liberal organizations — have
resulted only in @ retreat by the bourgeois opposition
parties, which have now ogreed to negatiate on the
only grounds the government hos offered from the very
beginning: the fraud of elections without the prior le-
galization of the entire workers movement, without
elementary guarantees that the workers will be able to
organize their parties and unions freely.

That is why the future rise of the mass movement desper-
ately requires the unification of the economic and polit-
ical demands, the amplification of strikes and mobiliza-
tions toward a political general strike against the Fran=

coist monarchy for the conquest of all demecratic rights.

The second lesson of the November 12 strike is that the
workers struggle must be crgonized on o united basis.
Wharever massive participation in the strike occurred,
it wos in large port o result of the united convocation
of the three trade-union confederations and the support
accorded the call for the general strike by the immense
majority of the workers organizations.

But @ united call for the strike should have led to o
united organization of the strike. And thot was another
wisakness of November 12, The united call came from
the top. The workers supported it massively. But there
ware no centers of united organization and leadership
ot the rank=and-file level, There wos no massive infor=
mation campaign and no broad demecratic preparatory
assemblies before the strike. There were no strike com-
mittees bosed on delegates democratically elected in
such assemblies in order to lead the struggle, There

wera no structures thatcould heve drown tenants, house-
wives, youth, teachers, artisans, and shopkespers into
the struggle,

This was no oceident aither, Right from the time of the
call for the general strike, the leaders of the three trode-
union federations insisted on the necessity of "control-
ling the movement, " of preventing it from spilling out
of the foctories and into the streets, The aim of this
"eontrol" is to curb and frogment the mabilization of

the masses, even at the cost of reduced affectivensss

of the strike. For it is clear that the greater the impact
of the movement on the whole of saciety, the grecter
are the chances of forcing the bourgeoisie to grant satis-
fac tion to the workers. It is easy to understard how dif-
ficult it would have been for the government to main~
tain the illegal status of the majority of the workers or-
ganizations if November 12 hod resulted ina complete
paralysis of the state and society in Spain.

The "technical® domain in which this problem was most
forcefully manifested was that of public transport. In

the great urban centers paralysis of public transport was
the most adequate means by which to brooden ard gener-
alize the strike to all the workers. This was publicly
asserted by the spokesman of the National Workers Com-
mission in Catalonia when he drew the balance of the
Mevembar 12 actions. But In Madrid and Barcelona,
there were only a few united groups of transport warkers
fo try fo extend the strike to the whole of this sector,
and they were ursuccessful.

It was not a massive presence of the cops in the subways
that was respansible for this failure but rather the re-
fusal of the reformist trade=union leaderships to include
this sector in the general strike. Proof of this can be
seen in Seville, where a three-hour work stoppoge by
bus and taxi drivers was sufficient to lend November

12 a genuine character os an inter-professional gereral
strike with the massive participation of the entire toil-
ing population of the city.

On the basis of these two lessons of Navember 12 it can
be concluded that the mass movement will succeed in
going beyond a certain threshold ond upsetting the po-
litical plans of the bourgesisie only if it overcomes
these two inodequacies.

Restructuring of the trade-union movement

But this brings us directly to the problem of the restruc~
turing of the Spanish workers movement, and more ex-
actly the Spanish trade-union movement, in other words,
the evelution of the relationship of forces between the
worker codres who still apply in proctice the orientation
of the reformist leaderships and those who have shown
that they are prepared to break in practice wi th these
leaderships, at least on some occosions and on certain
key questions. The emergence of a new leadership for
the Spanish working ¢ lass depends in large part on this
modification of the relationship of*forces among the nat-
ural leaders of the closs and on the ability of revolu-
tionary Marxists to win aver a growing porfion of the
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new workens vanguard In formation te the program and
organization of the Fourth International.

There are now four central trade=union federations in
formation in the Spanish state: the Workers Commissions,
under the leadership of the CP; the Unién General de
los Trabajodores (UGT — General Workers Union), under
Social Democratic leadership; the Unién Sindical Ob-
rera (USO — Workers Trode-lUnion Fedaration), under
Christion Democratic leadership; and the old Confedero-
cién MNacional del Trabajo ([CMNT — National Confedera-
tion of Labor), of anarche—syndicalist inspiration, which
is now on the road to reconstruction. OF these four for-
mations, the Workers Commissions are far ond away the
most influential within the working class, ot leost for
the mament. After months of hesitation, the CP leoder-
ship of this organization hes issued an appeal for massive
recruitment, with the sale of individual membership
cords, a project which is aimed ot signing up between

a millian and a million and a half members.

A future article in INPRECOR will deal with the ques-
tHion of how revalutionary Marxists should defend the
project of trade-union unity, that s, the united response
of the working class to the maneuvers of bureaucratic
division openly encouraged by the Spanish and interna=-
tional bourgeoisia, For the moment, our central peint

is to examine the evolution of the situction within the
Workers Commissions themselves.,

Three currents have taken shape hera:

*The majority current, led by the CP, which hos re-
cently occentuated its bureoucratic and sectarion course
out of fear of being pressed by reformists on the right
and revalutionaries on the lefr,

*The so-called minority current, primarily inspired
by twa Meo-centrist organizations, the Partido del Tra-
baje (PT — Labor party) and the Organizacién Revelu-
cionario de los Trabajodares (ORT — Revolutionary
Workers Organization). This current hes carried out o
de facto split, founding o separate organization on No-
vember 7 in Madrid; it is oriented toward the creation
of "red unlorns” closely controlled by the abéve-men-
tioned political organizations.

*The unitary current, within which the comrodes of
the LCR/ETA-V| are leading forces. This current has
significant strength not only in the Basque country, in
Navarra, but alse in Madrid and even more in Catalonia.
The week ly Cuodernos para el Dialoge reported in its
Movember 27, 1974, issve that during the delegates’
assembly of Catalonia a representative of the unitary
tendency, Corrade Nuria Cmals, was elected to the
secrefariat of the confederation ond that in the vote on
the general secretary of the confederation 577 delegates
were for the candidate of the CP, while 108 were
against; there were 37 abstentions. |t may be supposed
that a gaod part of the votes against came from repre=
sentatives or sympathizers of the unitary tendengy .

The sectarianism and bureaucratism of the majority cur-
rent has been clearly manifested in the limirations that
hove been systematically imposed on the exercise of
the right to form tendencies in many regions, os well
o5 by the expulsion of some leading Mao-centrist trade

uniunists, like Linde in Borcelona, Cotmola and Sanchis
in Ardalusia, etc. Above all, this tendency hos attempted
to impose from the top down the coordinating bodies
and various inter-prafessional organisms of the Workers
Commissiors and has mode a turn toward the tronsform-
ing the Workers Commissions into o new frode=-union
federation alongside the others without ony real consul-
tation of the rank and fila,

In foce of this bureaucratism the Moo=centrist current
inspired by the PT-ORT has nonetheless reacted in an
ultresectarion manner, precipitating yet another trade-
union split. The PT-ORT formula "construct a united
trade unicn outside the existing trade-union orgoniza=
tions" is a real exomple of what Lenin called "destroy-
ing unity in the name of unity." While using the word
"unitary® in virtually every sentence they pronounce,
the leaders of the PT-ORT current have in fact perpe-
trated o new split, whatever the responsibility the bu-
reaucrafs of the CP may bear in this matter, |t should
olio be odded that they themselves behave very bureau=
crotically wherever they control trade-union ergeniza-
tions. In Galicla, for instance, they rejected adherence
to the Workers Commissions they control of the comrades
of Coruna, who hove been regularly elected as delegates
in ossemb lies.

The position of the unitary current within the Workers
Commissions Is very different. The comrades of this cur-
rent assert that the struggle for trade-union unity re-
quires primarily the assertion, strengthening, ond orga-
nizatian of the majority character of the Warkers Com-
missians within the working class in order to defeat the
maneuvers of division and diversion of the employers
and the government as well os the organization of strong
rank-and-file pressure for united ard democratic struc-
tures bath within the Workers Commissions and within
the factorles, which is the real starting point for tomar-
row's organic trode=union unity,

In this regard the unitary current upholds the idea of o
constituent congress for a United Trade-Union Federa-
ticn of Workers on the basis of delegates democratically
elected in general assemblies held in the factories. It
particularly uphalds the followi ng points, which were
presented during a press conference held October 28

in Madrid:

"Formal affi liation of workers to the Workerns Commis=
sions end the election of trade-union delegates by the
workers themselves;

"Maximum democracy to enable the various trode-union
pasitions, both majority and minority, to moke their
progrom knewn to all the members of the Workers Com-
missions in preparation for the congress and in the dis-
cussion before the congress;

"The right of all tendencies of the Workers Commissions
to democratic nccess to leodenship posts based on the
sirictest proportionality,

"We think that the battle for trode-union unity through
o comnstituent trode-union congress in the course of which



the Workers Commissions should disselve av a separate

union federation should be fully taken up by the Work=-
ers Commissions. Toward this end it Is important:

#Ta structure the Workers Commissions os trade unions
which fight for trode-union unity in the most consistent
manner;

"That the trade-union confederation of the Workers
Commissions commit itealf to stimulating and supporting
the ufited trade=union bodies both on the foctory level
ond on the industrial branch level, in the provinces and
throughout the state;

thus call for a baycott of the referendum farce the gov-
emment hos planned around this reform. Mest of the
workers organizations also reject the reform. But their
decision for "octive abstention® still lacks clarity and
punch. By definition, abstention represents on attitude
of absence, of abstentionism without mass mobilization,
without struggle, without octivity directed against the
fraud being perpetrated by the Francoist monarchy. If
the "active® character of the abstention Is |imited to
denouncing the fraudulent nature of the referendum,
these organizations will be for from responding to the
needs for o reaction by the mass movement to the greot
maneuvers of the Spanish bourgeoisie.

SCEME FROM A FECENT D& YA OmMO ETHIKEST

Bk SUE SIFARATIST SYMPATHEIIRS

"That we defend and push for the broodest and mest ef-
fective unity in oction of oll the separate trode-union
srgonizations, recognizing the sentiment for unity among
the rank and file."

The unitary tendency also defends the sovereign right
of the trade=union organizations of each oppressed no-
tionality to define their own status ond action programs
for their own area of activity, o well os their right to
odopt the organizational forms best suited to their own
neads,

The battle for o united ond democratic clmss trade union
which the unitary tendency has launched within the
Workers Commissions and the factories will be of con-
siderable importance in fostering the emergence of an
alternative leadership of the working class which will
be able to counter all the maneuver of the bourgeoisie
gimed at fragmenting and brecking the rise of the maoss
movement s well as the aid to these bourgeois projects
objectively furnished by the policy of class co|llabora=
tion pursued by the various reformist leaderships.

For an active boycott of the referendum

Revolutionary Marxists have unhesitatingly prencunced
themse|ves in favor of a pure and simple rejection of
the “political reform” of the Suérez government. They

That is why, without hoping that the government will
"clarify” its positiors, without spreading the pemicious
illusion that freedom will be won through negetiations
with pest-Franceist politicians, without hoping that the
conquest of democratic rights will depend on reaching
ogreement with those who make negotiating with the
regime the axis of their whole policy (s is the case with
all the bourgeois parties in the Coordinacién Democrd-
tical, confidence must be placed in the mobilization

of the masses and only the mobilization of the masses in
order to break the mansuver of the bourgesisie and win
democratic rights in action. That is why the commen af-
titude of all the workers organizations, the only vote

of the entire working closs on December 15, must be that
of active boycott and the broadest mobilization to win:

*Total amnesty for political prisoners;

*|mmediate free elections for a Republican Consti-
tuent Assembly;

*Sa [f-determination for all oppressed nationalities;

*Complete and non-exclusive legalization of all
the political and trade-union organizations of the work-
irg class;

*Conquest of all democratic rights: freedom of asso-
ciation, freedom of the press, of demonstration, the
right to strike, etc. with no restriction whatsogver;

*Dissolution of all the repressive bodies and all in-
stitutions of the dictatorship.

Movember 21, 1976
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On Movember 14, 1978, the singer, poet, and opposi-
tianist Wolf Blermann wos deprived of his East Gaerman
citizenship by decision of the Political Burecu of the
SED (Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlonds —
Socialist Unity porty of Germaony, the Stalinist Commu-
nist party of Eost Germany created in 1544 by the
fusion of the CP and 5P in Eost German territory, then
occcupied by the Soviet army). The decision was token
while the singer was maoking a tour in West Germany .
It closes the East German barder to him and prevents
him from returning ho the country, ot least for the
moment .

The Stalinist bureaucracy used a dirty moneuver —
granting Biermann permission to leave Eost Germany
and ossuring him thot he would be able to return — in
arder to gef rid of it best known and mest political ly
prominent critic. It has thus once again demanstrated
the unbridgeable chasm that separates it from real
Marxism.

The tour Biermann wos making when the SED Political
Bureau took its decision was sponsored by the West
German metalworkers union, |G Metall, |t was his
First public appearance after an eleven-year ban on
exercising his profession which had been imposed on
him by the SED bureoucracy, Some 7,000 people at-
tended Biermann's concert in Cologne.

Using their traditional methods, falifying and distort-
Ing the positions of opponents, the Stalinist bureaucrats
have tried to present Biermann as on "anticommunist”
inorder to justify the withdrawal of his citizenship.
But the attempt hos not at all succeeded. During his
oppearance in Cologne, Biermann explained mare than

IP!

by WERNER HULSBERG

once that he waos not at all on opponent of the Germon
Democratic Republic, but only of ifs bureaucratic de=-
generation, that he waos not at all an enemy of
socialism but only of the “reactionary Stalinist bureau-
crats" who repress freedom of opinien, information, the
press, and assembly for the working closs, He has not
acted os o discouraged man or a deserter, like onother
Solzhenitsyn {much o the regret of the recctionaries

in West Germany) who could be used by the capltalist
ruling class for its own purposes.

Since there was absolutely no objective basis for its
"argumentation, " the Stalinist burecucrocy did not
hesitate to resart to the most gross falsifications. Dur-
ing the Cologne concert someone in the audience otked
Biermann to sing a certain song, Biermann replied
sarcastically, "| am prepared for any shameful act."
This statement wos reported as follows in the West
German Stalinist newspaper Unsere Zeit (November 19,
1976): "He insulted the citizens of the German
Democratic Republic in the crudest manner, from the
workers in the foctories to the leodership of the party
and the state, He aven went so for as to assert: '| am
prepared for any shameful oct, '

Who is Wolf Biermann?

In 1953, at the oge of teventeen, Walf Biermann left
West Germany lo seftle in East Germany, which he
henceforth referred to os his "home land” and as “the
better Germany." He comes from a family of Commu-
nist workers in Hamburg. His father, o worker in the
shipyards whio was octive in the resistance to the Nazi
dictatorship, was murdered in 1943 In the concentration
camp at Auschwitz,



BIERMANN

Biermann studied political economy at Humbaldt Uni-
versity in Eost Berlin and later joined the Bertholt
Brecht theater group (the Berliner Ersemble), In 1980,
f::“-;:.hw:-rlﬂl the great historical E)-':J:'-.'.plu_,‘_', af "u"i”'jr'ur Hein=
rich Heine, ond Bertholt Brecht, he began writing
songs, bollads, and plays that critically treated social
reality and the bureaucratic deformations of the
German Democratic Republic while at the same time
calling for salidarity with struggles in the framework of
“the unified process of werld revolution.” In 1942 one
of Biermann's plays ("Marriage in Berlin") was placed
on the index for the first time and performances of 1t
were banned. In 1983 Biermann was expelled from the
SED ‘and was forbidden to hold public oppearances in
Emt Germany. During the eleventh plenum of the
Central Committea of the SED in December 1975
Blermann wos the object of a definitive condemnation.
It wos stated that he had gone over to the camp of the
closs enemy. His songs were slandered by the cultural
bureoucrats of the SED a3 "exalting skepricism" and
"exhibiting an anarchist philosophy" and "the cult of
self=-indulpence . "

From that time on slonders and threats against Blermann
mounted ceaselessly. In 1986 Homst Sindermann asserted,
"Biermann should not be surprised if he wakes up one
morning and finds some other people besides the milk-
man at his door. " Bietmann responded in a song called
"That makes me popular. " He naver let himself be in-
timidoted, and ha never took the bait of "unrestricted
possibility of trovel abrood. " In another song he ex-
plained that it would be too much to the bureaucrals’
liking if their most annoying critics left on their own

10

initiative; if somebody should take off, he said, it
was the buregucrats themselves,

Biermann fully committed himself 1o defense of the
Progue Spring and agoinst the invasion of Czechoslo-
vakia by the troops of the Warsaw Pact states. ("The
Paris Commune lives on In Progue/the revalution frees
iteelf/Marx himself and Lenin ond Roso and Trotsky/
stand at the side of the communists. ") Since then he
has become the best-known figure of the Marxist
oppositian in the German Democratic Republic. Through
the “involuntary" vehicle of the West German press
Biermann hos taken positions on nearly all the essen-
tial events in Eost Germany ond the international
workers movement during the post ten yeaors,

In spite of his forced isolation in Eost Germany and in
spite of the fact that he has been cut off from current
discussion among Marxists (and in part from historical
discussion too), Biermann has formulated surprisingly
clear and correct positions on key problems of revolu-
tionary Marxism. For exomple:

*On the workers states: During each of his public
oppearances in West Germany Biermann has defended
the qualitatively different charocter of the tramsitional
soc ieties as compared to the capitalist countries,
particularly when confronted with Maoist arguments,
For him, the German Democratic Republic and the
athar workers stotes represent societies superior fo
capitalism since the means of production are state
awned ond comstitute the basis of o socialist society;
navertheless "red democrocy” hos not yet been achieved.
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*The bureaucracy: Biermann characterizes the ruling
layer in the German Democratic Republic as "the
reactionary Stalinist bureoucrocy” which has usurped
power and seeks to prevent or rell back secial progress:
"The smallest buregucrat/the meanest bureaucrat/cries
for his post./ Secialism has triumphed /os soon os he
hos his job/os soon-as he has his cash. "

*Workers democrocy: As he has explained during
soch public oppearance in West Germany, Biermann
fights for the "red democrocy” of Resa Luxemburg o=
she developed it In her writings on the October Revolu-
tion: "Without general elections, without unlimited
freedom of the press and asembly, without the free
struggle of opinions, life dies out in all public institu-
tions; it is trosformed into a flctitious |ife wherein
only the bureoucracy remains the active element, . .

. A dictatarship no doubt; not the dictatorship of the
proletariat, but the dictatership of a handful of politi-
cions, that is, a dictatorship in the purely bourgeois
sense of the term,"

*Defente of the workers states: Biermann defends
the boses of the deformed workers siote ond the suc-
cesses achieved by the socrifices and energy of the
working ¢loss: "MNever before hove | defended with
such clority, passion, and argument how valuchle ond
impartant the experience of the German Democrotic
Republic is for all Germany and for the German workers
movemant,” {Interview with Der Spiegel, No. 48 in
1976.)

*Deformed workers states and the revolution in West
Europe: Biermann does not limit himselF to taking
positiors on the German Democratic Republic, He aims
at @ universal socialist revolution. He oppreciates the
importance and tasks of the Marxist cpposition in the
warkers states. "What makes a sarious chstocle for the
left in West Germany, apart from Th own stupidities,
is the repugnant example of a bureaucratical ly deformed
society that calls itself socialist, The West German

vorking closs, the major part of the population, will
make a judgment of the chance for o sociallst trans-
formation of its own society nat on the besis of the
study of theoretical writings, but rather on the basis
of observing reality os it is-and o8 It oppears through
the mast media. " (Interview with Der Spiegel.)

* Other oppositionists: Biermann does not ignore his
differences with the non-Marxist opposition in East
Germany. He defends the democratic rights of this
oppasition, recognizes that its eriticism is bosed on
real social ills (as in the cose of the writer Reiner
Kunze, who was expelled from the writers' assaciation
in East Germany). But he draws o line of demarcation:
"The problem ie that in telling the sad truth about the
societies that call themselves 'socialist! you con akbo
spread dangerous lies about the only chance humanity
has, which is socialism." (Quoted from the tope of
the Cologne concert.) And this "chance, socialism"
does not necessarily have to toke the distorted rood of
the German Democratic Republic and the other bureau-
cratized workers states: "No, | would be something
like an enemy of the human race if | were to wish that
on other peoples and if | tried to impose it on them,
even in the form of o general law of societies, "
{Interview with Der Spiegel.)

No clear position on Eurocommunism

Many Marxist oppositionists in the workers states take
a supheric attitude toward the ltalian, French, and
Spanish Communist parties and the "Eurocommunism”
they represent, | see a gratifying and remarkable
transformation which has occurred recently, especially
in the course of the last year, [t is linked 1o . . .,
the Berlin conference of workers parties in June 1976,
that is, to the foct that the Communist parties of France,
Italy, Spain, and other countries have token a 'clear
step’ toward 'socialist demacracy. ' (Interview with
Der Spiegel.)

But Biarmann's position on Eumcommunism s fn foct
contradictory, for it scarcely tokes account of the
present role of these CPs in the class struggle in their
respective countries, nor does it drow out the con-
crete evolution of these Stalinist porties (their "Social
Democratization”). In the bureaucrotized workers
states, howewver, the declarations of the "Eurocommu=
nists" have a totally different dynamic and import than
they do in capitalist West Europe, which does not make
them any more attractive. Their eriticism of the crush-
ing of the Progue Spring and their plecs for more
"democrocy” os o secial goal are fnevitobly understood
in the workers states as an orienfation toward more
workers democrocy and are used o3 orguments in this
direction; undeniably, they also create illusions.

The “Eurccommunists” have rencunced the dictatorship
of the proletariat in their programs in the name of
“democracy in general” rather than giving the dictater-
ship of the proletariat its meaning as an orientation
toward full workers democracy in the real seme.
Biermann does not-share this position, During his
Cologne concert he defended the dictatorship of the
proletariat as an alternative to the dictotorship of the
bourgeolsie. In his "Ballad of the Camerman" he
criticized the policy of the Unidad Popular in Chile
precisely becouse of its legalist toctics oriented to-
ward the "peaceful rood to socialism.” "ah, power
caomes from the fist/ And not from the smiling foce/
Power grows out of muzzles/ And not out of mouths.”

Response in West Germany

Solidarity with Biermann in West Germany heas spread
with striking rapidity, Initially, all the parties con-
demned the removal of his citizenship, albeit for
different reasons, and this gave great publicity to the
Biermann case. This solidarity hos been carried out
mainly by the non-Stalinist left and by the youth and
student organizations under socialist influence. The
strength of this movement of solidarity is expressad
particularly in the foct that the Soziglistischer
Hochschulbund (Leogue of Socialist University Students),
which generally collaborates very closely with the
CP's student organization, also decided to adopt a pro-
test motion, All the intellectuals not tied to the CP



have protested the measures token against Biermann,
even those who usually work closely with the CP and
called for @ CP vote in the elections, such as Professor
Walfgong Abendroth.

The concerts Biermann gave in West Germany after he
was deprived of his Eost German citizenship were trans=
formed Inte impressive demonstrations of solidarity

with his Fight to regain citizenship.

The trade-union bureaucracy, however, has limited
iself to adopting quite lukewarm reselutions. Osker
Vetter, president of the Deutsche Gewerkschaftsbund
(DGB — German Trade Union Federation), of which
the metalworkers union which invited Biermann ta
West Germany is o member, even taid that he saw no
reoton to toke any inftiatives toward the trade unions
in East Germany In regard to the anti-Biermann mea-
sures, The buresucrots understand ane another ond do
rot throw obstacles in each other's paths,

But it tock only a few days for the movement of
solidarity with Biermann to separate the foke friends
from the real ones. The Soclal Democrats limited them-
selves to lukewarm statements. Even those who had

signed an appeal supporting Biermann's right to visit
Wast Germany a few weeks before preferred to keep
silent once Biermann hod spoken in such o forthright
manner. The conservative parties, the CDU and C35U,
lost patience after a few days. They protested that the
“spectacle around the Biermann case is developing
excessively" and complained that the radic ond tele-
vision "were constantly intoxicating people with commu-
nist ideology. " These protests were unfortunately

only echoed by the West German Stalinists, who also
complained about "all the noise being mode obout the
Biermann case. "

So it was not Biermann — occused by the West German
Communist party of having provided grist for the anti-
communist mill and of having given ammunition to
those who support the Barufsverbot* in West Germany
— whao concluded a traitorous and revealing ollionce,
but rather the Stalinists themse lves,

The fear of the ruling closs was expressed in its re-
actions. It 1s no exoggeration to say that the clear
positions token by Biermann and the unexpec bee]
publicity he hos received have confributed fo spread-
ing revolutionary ideas in West Gemany. Biermann has
served these ideas mainly because he has remained
Faithful to Marxism In spite of his bitter experiences
and becouse he agitates for real soclalism. The critique
Biermann has made of prevailing conditions in East
Germany and the bureaucratic deformation in that
country has been accompanied by an even more severe
critigue of the copitalist system, The West German
copitalists are afraid because what is invalved hare is
not merely solidarity with Biermann as an individual,
but also the attractive power of his ideas in o society
racked by an averall crisis. The November 24 issue of
the leading bourgeois daily Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung hod this to say in an editorial: "The friends of
liberty and pluralism in Germany naturally prefer the
kind of communists who caonnot attract anyone, such as
the three parties faithful to Moscow— the SED, the
West German CP, and the SEW (the SED's offiliate in
West Berlin). Up to now, we have these parties to
thank for preventing any development of left socialism
or communism in Germany, If they are no longer oble
to fulfill this function, and if an apparently respectable
left sacialism along with a 'clean’ communism should
raise its head in this country while also basing itself
on a broad loyers of cedres in the Germon Democrat ic
Republic, then the political landscape of West Germany,
even on the left, would become unrecognizable. "
Apart from the terminclogical gibberish, it is a very
concrete prediction.

The West German Communist party (DKP) once again
demonstrated whose offspring it is when it uncondition=
ally supported the withdrawal of Biermann's citizenship.
In 1956 the old Stalinist Communist party of Germany
(KPD) was banned in West Germany. It continued to
work underground, which strengthened its dependence

*The Berufsverbot is the decree prohibiting "extremists”
from employment in the public seryices in West Germany .
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on the SED orgonizationally, Financially, politically,
and in terms of personnel.

The conditions under which the CP legally reemerged
in 1968 clearly showed this dependence, Up to one
year before the reemergence, the leoders of the SEB
and the illegal KPD spit fire ond poison against any
attempt at legal reemergence that would entafl
abandaning the troditional name, KPD [Communist
party of Germany). Then, o few months later, there
was a 180 degree turn. The new DKP {German Commu-
nist party} wos founded bureoucratically, on the basis
of an agreeman! between the West ond Eost German
governments in the context of the new "Ostpolitik"
initiated by then Chancellor Willy Brandt, The leod-
ing posts of the new party were accupied by a layer
of functionories trained for years, if not decodes, in
East Germany. The finoncial resources of the workers
state did the rest,

It thus logical that the leadeship of the DKP not only
covered for the SED measure ogainst Blermann but even
played on active role in paving the way for the dirty
maneyver, Vicious ottacks and slonders poured from

the pens of the editors of the DKP's organ Unsere Zeit
concerning Biermann's first concert, in Cologne, and
were reprinted os "news articles” in Neuves Deutschland,
the organ of the SED. The following day the SED
Political Bureou Issued its decision, which hod thus
been prepared propagandistically.

Mevertheless, the DKP leadeship hod additional jobs
to carry out during subsequent days, beyond the
distribution of SED propaganda. In fact, the wave of
protest even reached the members of the DKP, even if
only in an embryonic maonner. Important sympathizers
and even some members of the DKP allowed themselves
to drift into "prematurely” signing crotests, Then,
apparently under the pressure of the party leadeship,
they withdrew their names. The “explonations” for
this were generally far-fetched,

The Deutsche Friedensgesellschaft (German Peace
Society), o group of conscientious objectors strongly
influenced by the DKP, characterized the withdrowal
of Biermann's citizenship os "an incredible measure. "
The Deutsche Friedensunion [German Peace Union), o
sort of mini-populor-front party sat up by the illegal
KPD during the 1960s, Fell into an internal erisis. One
of its leading members, Arno Behrisch, took his dis-
tence from the SED leodership and occused it of having
taken an “infomous” measure and of having "trampled
the rights of man." Many members of vorious "brood
front™ type organizations, os well o5 members of groups
of fellow travellers and intellectuals presented os
"orogressive” by the DKP leodership, abso tock their

distance.

Fissures emerged even among the rank and File of the
DKP, whose members connot be jdentified with the
bureoucrats and who have often been in the party only
a short time. Particularly in the university sector,
some local groups of the DKP' student organization
differentiated themselves from the leodership's position,

urder the pressure of the solidarity movement and out
of fear of isolation. In Marburg twenty=nine members
of the DKP pronounced themsalves against the meesure
and the position taken by the party leodership, writing,
"We cannot agree with the two chorges mode (that
Biermann hod ccted os an enemy of socialism and that
he had supported anticommunist forces — INPRECOR) ,
During his concert in Cologne, officially cited os the
justification for depriving him of his citizenship,
Biermann demonstrated that fundamentally he considered
socialism and the fimt German socialist state as "some=
thing of great value.' Even if we cannat share his
criticism of the palitical system that exists in the
German Democratic Republic in some of its aspects, it
is impossible to attribute o counterrevelutionary
orientation to him, Anyone who attended the Cologne
presentation will be able to canfirm this. " Something
has begun fto move within the DKP, even if still very
timidly, And the motion is in a good direction.

Solidarity and repression in East Germany

The reactions in East Germany give still greater cause
for rejoicing, The withdrowal of Blermann's citizen-
ship has hod unexpected consequences for the bureou-
cracy in this country. For the fint time in more than
twenty years, since the workers uprising was crushed
in June 1953, the bureaucracy is confronted by a
public oppesition that goes well beyond ofew well-
known personalities, It is true, however, that for the
moment the opposition movement is led by intellectuals
and not workers, unlike what happened twenty-three
yBars ago .

The decision to tdie the measure against Blermann had
certainly been made before he left East Germany on
his tour, Regord less of what he may have said or sung
at his First concert, he would have lost his East German
citizenship anyway . The fact that the East German
buregucracy haod tried to stamp out the internal oppasi-
tion without toking reprisals so long as Biermann re-
mained in East Germany reflects o modified political
situation as well as the difficulties with which the

SED must contend, These difficulties were manifested
even during the ninth party congress in the spring of
1976 (when measures were taken to increase minimum
woges and retirement benefifs) .

The economic difficulties are accompanied by growing
self-confidence among the working closs and other
layers of the population. The previous Five-year plan
{(1971-75) had further encouroged this trend . Frightened
by the revolt of the Palish workers in the Baltic ports
and seeking to start fresh by getting rid of Walter
Ulbricht, the buregucrocy had based this plan on an
accelerated rise in the living standords of the workers.
Although investments were planned fo [ncrease only
3.65% a yeor, the standard of living was to rise 5.1%%

a yeor,

But the new plon (for 1976-80) calls for o complete
turnobout in these proportions, The German Democratic
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Republic depends in part on imports from the West, and
the trode deficit is constantly rising. The generalized
inflation in the West has repercussions for East German
sconomic development in that the unit prices of imported
goods are going up ot an average of 20% a year. To
this must be added the institutionalized disodvantages
the "people's democracies” suffer in the Comecon
compared to the Soviet bureaucrocy. The supplementary
charges the Soviet bureaucracy has imposed on East
Germany can be compensated for only by an expan-
slon of exports.

But this implies an occentuation of investments with a
view to introducing new techniques, That is why the
new five-year plan calk for a 5.8% annual increase

in investments, while the standard of living is to rise
anly 3.7% o year. What the buresucrocy cannot
predict is whether this tumabout can be carried through
without open conflicts. The new strike wave in Poland
hes taught the value of coution, That is why an example
had to be made on the intellectual front.

But this example has hod & boomerang effect, Blermann
and his ideas are now probably more popular than ever
in East Germany. Through the vehicle of West German
television he hos had on opportunity to address East
Germans and ask for thelr suppart: "The growing solido-
rity of my friends ond comrades in the German
Democratic Republic ha encouraged me, for who else
can win my right to return to the GDR?" he mserted
just before o four-hour presentation of a Biermann
concert wos rebroadcast in full by West German
television,

Even before this broadcast, events hod moved rapidly.
For the first time in mare than two decodes in East
Germany, thirteen writers resorted to collective pro-
test, sending a resolution fo the leaders of the party
and the state. Writers who are known beyond the
borders of East Germany — such as Serch Kirsch, Stefan
Heym, Christa Welf, Stefon Hermlin, Heiner Maller,
Jurek Becker, and others — declared in part: "Biermann
himse|F has never left any doubt about which of the

two German states he considers his own, in spite of all
his eriticism, We protest ogainst the withdrawal of his
citizenship ond we @k you to reconsider this measure,"
The sculptor Fritz Cremer, who has received the
national prize of East Germany on several occasions,
withdrew his signature from this resolution only when
his son=Tn-low was arrested in connection with the
solidarity compaign. In spite of this repression, the
appeal has been signed so for by several hundred
writers, artists, actors, and even singers.

The leadernhip of the SED has tried to respond with a
counter publicity compaign by writers loyal to the
party. But this hos amounted to o drop in the bucket.
On the one hand, some well=known artists have ab-
stained, preferring silence. On the other hand, many
of the "counter-statements” have hod an effect
opposite to that expected among o population which
is used fo “recding between the lines, " for there have
been few direct approvals of the party leadership's

“

accusations ogairst Biemann. Finally, the counter-
compaign was suddenly halted on the eve of the
narmal session of the Political Bureau, at which five
members reportedly voted against the measure depriv-
ing Biermann of his citizership,

Then the repression was intersified, The writer JUrgen
Fuchs was arrested, as well as the singers Pannach and
Kunert in Leipzig, The bureaucracy was especially
annoyed about the efforts of some oppositionists to
collect signatures for the appeal in the factories, Some
students from the University of Jena, along with the
writer Jurek Becker, collected several hundred sig-
natures af the Zelss factories in o very short time,

The latest blow wos dealt against the well=knawn
oppaositionist Professor Robert Havemann, who was
placed under house orreston Movember 24,

Spontaneous and anonymous expressions of profest have
aho spread. Every day masses of flowers turn up at
certain places in Eost Berlin often mentioned in
Biermann's songs, such as the Weidam bridge aver the
River Spree in front of the “Prussicon Eogle" and the
cemetery of the Huegenots.

It is not certain whether the East German buregucrocy
will Further intensify the repression. One thing,
however, s certain: without an intensification of the
movement of solidarity in West Germany and else-
whare, the developing opposition in East Germany is
in danger. It is cur duty to support this opposition with
all our strength.

Free oll the orested comrodes!
Restors Walf Blermann's eitizemship!

November 27, 1976

Several hundred artists, writers, and poefs in Eost
Germony have signed the following statement pro-
testing the withdrowal of Walf Blermann's citizenship:

"Wolf Biermann was and remains an uncomfartable poet
— he shares this quality with many poets of the post,
Our socialist state, in conformity with what Marx said
in 'The Eighteenth Brumaire' about the proletarian
revolution's tendency to constant self-criticism,
should be oble to tolerote such discomfort, considering
it calmly, contrary *a what eceurs in anachronistic
societies, We do not identify with every word and
action of Walf Biermann, We take our distance from
all attempts to use the events around Biermann ogainst
the German Democratic Republic. Even in Cologne,
Biermann has never left any doubt about which of the
two German states he considers his own, in spite of
all his eriticism, We prorest ogoinst the withdrawal

of his citizenship and we @k you to recorsider this
medure, "
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THE PQVICTORY—
CAUSES AND EFFECTS

The elactions of November 15 in Québec, won by the
Port! Québécois (PQ — Québec party] mark an import=
ant turn in the palitical situation, The results of the
elections were as follaws: The PL), led by Renéd
Lévesque, received 419 of the votes cast (3095 in the
elections of 1973 and won &% of the 110 seals In the
assembly (6 in 1973). The Parti Libdral du Québec

(PLG — Libaral party of Québec) of Robert Bourassa
wor 339 of the vote (55% in 1973) and will hold 28
seats in the assembly (102 in 1973). The Union Mationale
{Mational Union) received 19% of the vate (55 in 1973)
and won 11 seats (0 1n 1973; the Unian MNationale had
gained one seat during by-elections in 1975). The
reactionary Ralliemant Crédiste got 35 of the vote
(109 in 1973) and will hold 2 seats (the same as 1973),

We are publishing below an analysis of the causes and
effects of the PQ's slection victory written just after
the elections by the Groupe Marxiste Révolutionnaire
(Revolutionary Marxist Group), a sympathizing organ-
ization of the Fourth International in Gluébec.

» % ¥ ¥ * - » - -

1. A new political peried opens with the end of the
Liberal regime and the introduction of o PQ government.
The fall of the Bourassa government is not the fall of

just any bourgeols government. For the First time in the
history of the Canadian Federation, the fall of an
existing govemment has been accompanied by the
accession to power of a party that calls for the secession
of Québec, This new situation opens both o period of
political and social instability in GQuébec and o
political erisis on a pan-Canadian scale.

2. While the period now ending wos marked above all
by the rise of the PQ in a context of ascending workers
struggles, the present period is characterized funda-
mentally by the new role of the PQ as a government
party. A number of points fallow Fram this:

a) An exacerbation of the erisis of Canadlan
federalism, which thus enters the most critical phase of
its history,

bl The necessity for the imperiolist bourgecisie to re=
structure a new political alternative to the PQ ond to
block Québec's accession to independence by oll
possible means.

e} The develapment of the internal contredictions of
the PQ under the twofold pressure of the demands of the

messes and the barely concealed hostility manifested
toword the PQ by virtually all the bourgesisie, mast
especially the Conodion bourgesisie, This meons that
on the one hand the PQ will henceforth be sgueezed
between imperialism and the Québécois working clams
and on the other hand it will tend to further inter-
nalize the contradiction between those wha will be
increasingly inclined to negotiate o “special status"
under the pressure of imperialism and those who support
independence unconditionally,

d) Progressively os the above elements unfald, there
will ba the opening of o recl political spoce on the left
of the PG, which will go well beyond the narrow
terrain to which the various far=left grouplets are
presently confined

The PQ victory

3. OF the various hypotheses as to the outcome of the
recent Québécois elections, the prospect of a PQ
government was corsidered the least |ikely, Even the
leadership of the PQ hod not planned on forming the
next government in Gluébec, The most likely probabil-
ity was considered o minority Liberal government, But
the results could not be clearer, above all in terms of
parliamentary representation: a leap forward of more
than 60 seats for the PQ, a loss of more than 70 seats
far the PLQ,

4. There is no doubt that the present electaral system
based on the British parliamentary model, that is, the
unicameral system with single=round elections, tends

to distort the representation of parties in the Notional
Assembly. The elections of 1973 provide the most
flagrant example of this: the PQ, with 30% of the vote,
got only & seats, while the PLQ, with 55% of the

vote, got 102 seats. Nevertheless; the present elections
provide an additional example, in the opposite direction
and in a less spectacular (although reall manner, of the
inodequacies of the present electoral system. This time
the PL3, which won 4156 of the vote, finds itself
commanding a lorge majority in the National Assembly,
while the PLQ 1s under-represented, What permitied
this reversal of the 1973 situation was primarily the
PQ's development of a national base, which allowed

it to contend seriously with the PLQ in the provincial
cities and even in the rural areas, thus attenuating the
inequities of the electoral system, which tends to over-
represent the rural regions compared ro the big urbon
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centers, The second factor is the new rise of tha Union
Mationale and the division of the federalist vote.

5. Mevertheless, apart from the problems of proportion=
ality between votescast and parliomentary representation,
the PQ's victory 18 an overwhelming one on several
levels, not anly in terms of the number of deputies.
First, with 1ts 105 leap forward in the number of votes
the P becomes the largest palitical party in Québec,
Second, it won the absolute majority of the French-
speaking vote. Third, ond this is éven more important,
the quality of the PQ"s vote is superior fo that of the
other bourgeois parties, |t holds @ majority in nearly all
the urbar centers, In the regions of heavy industrial
concentration deminated by imperialism the Québécols
industrial proletariat is one of the pillars of the —
electoral base of the PG. Among the youth ond student
layers of the population, within the organized warkers
movement, and now within the Québécois working clos
o: o whole the PQ holds neorly undivided domination.
Its influence now extends inta the provincial areas,
even the regions that are not much industralized
(Gaspésie, |les de la Madeleine, ete.], Finally, the
PQ has broadenad its soc ial bate, rallying to ite banner
a whole layer of local notables (or o good port of them
at least) who are now won to the PQ project. Thus,
independent of the fact that the PQ vote represents o
minarity in Québdcois soclety as a whole, the PQ i a
much more solid palitical reality, It enjoys the support
of the most dynamic, most progressive, and best
arganized elements of Québécois seciety. The PQ is
the dominant political factor in Québec, It is also the
major element of political disequilibrivm an a pan-
Conodion scale, both in ifs government role and in the
very nature of ity project.

The crisis of the Federal Liberat Government

4. Two years after the victory of the Canodion Liberal
party in the federal elections of 1974, we are now
witnessing on erosion of the electoral base and credibil-
ity of the government of Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau,
This is aottested to by the rise of the Conservative party,
the loss of personal popularity of the prime minister
himself, the disintegration of what had constituted the
historic backbone of the Trudegu govermnment, the
marginalization of the provincial Liberal parties in a
whole series of provinces, ete.

7. The bosic couses of this are of two orders, First,

the fallure of the bilingualism policy of the Trudeou
government and the government's increasing inability
to appeor as the sole guarantor of Conadian unity, The
Trudeau government today is being squeezed between
the rise of anti-Québécois chouvinism on the ane

hand and the coming to power of o bourgesis nation=
alist party in Guébec on the other. Trudeou's solution
to the national question(bilingualism, French-speaking
personnel in Ottawa, etc.) is an ob .2us failure for
averyone. The second factor is the economic situation,
which has not been significantly improved by the so-
called anti-inflationary measures that have been foken,
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Unemployment remains high (756) and the Canadian
economy is focing o coming economic recession. In
oddition, the wage-cut measures and the budget cuts
have engendered strong secial discontent,

8. Thus, while the Liberal party still represents the
interests of the Canodian big bourgeoisie, it is in=
creasingly cut off from its moss social base, the urban
petty bourgeoisie, which no longer follows the Liberal
party's policy. Although the major beneficiary of this
decline of the Liberal party has been the Conservative
party, the lafter is not yet a coherent alternative.,

It is in foct undermined by the existing contradictions
between its leadership — which seeks to present itself
to the big bourgevisie os a credible alternative to the
Trudeau government and therefore refuses to challenge
some of the besic orientations of the Libaral cabinet

— and its reactionary and chouvinist base, which
rejects the policy of bilingualism and refuses any
concession ho Québec, A Comservative government
would be a disaster for "Canadian unity" if this
government were to prove incopable of acquiring o
mass bose in Québec and of offering a coherent salution
te the national question. Up to now the leadership of
the Comervative party has proven incapable of ottain-
ing these objectives. A prisoner of it chouvinist base,
the Comervative party is incapable of tketching out
any alternative, The failure of the Trodeau solution
thus leaves the Canadian bourgeolsie with no clear
palicy toward Québec in o situgtion in which Québec
is now governed by "separatists."

9. The present dynamic thus poink toward on occentuo=-
tion of bingtional polarization, on exocerbaticon of the
tensions between Québec and the rest of Canodo — and
this in o situation in which the economic margins of

the Canadian bourgeaisie are rather narrow ond the
bourgeoisie commands no echerent political salution.

The stage of the referendum

10, The dominant sectors of the Canadion bourgeoisie
derive their strength and their obility te participate in
international impsrialist exploitation from their
historic control of the great monopolies linked to the
Canadian state: the banks, the financial institutions,
transport and communications, etc. Historleally, for
the petty and middle-sized Canadion bourgeoisie
maintenance of the pan-Canadian national market has
been the only way to resist the competition of American
copitalists. All sectors of the Canadian bourgeoisie thus
have a vital interest in keeping Québec within the
Conadlan federation. If nat, all the regional centri=
fugal tendencies that exist within the pan-Canadion
state wou ld intensify considerably. The political
stability of the Canodion state would be destroyed.
Economically, the Canadian bourgeoisie would be
directly affected by the project of o Québécois state
copitalism octively supporting the development of
small and middle-sized Québécols industry. The
political, economic, and social costs of a possible
secession of Québec make it completely unocceptable



to the Canodian bourgeoisie. Beyond the panicky re-
octions just after the PQ victery, it must be understood
that the bourgeoisie's entire tactic during on initial
period will be determined by the following objective:
the reconguest of o federalist ""“I"IH{HEEHH”Q the
referendum and the next provincial elections.” Ottawa

must thus avoid o generalized economic and political
destobilization in Québec, which would throw the
Québécois mases behind the PQ and would compromise
a massive "MNo" vate in the referendum. As long os this
crucial test hos not yet occurred, the Canodian
bourgeoisie must continue to rely on its parliomentary
mechanisms for fear of stimulating extra-parligmentary
mass movements in Québec that would be difficult to
control,

11, By all evidence, o federalist victory in the re-
ferendum is not at all a sure thing. A PQ in power
commands a whole gamut of meam and measures by
which to increase the breadth of wppert to indepen-
dence ., In addition, even the rejection of independance

through o referendum would not be sufficient in itself.
The bourgeoisie needs an overwhelming rejection, The
PQ'scoming to power willstimulate a whale series of
struggles which the Canadian bourgeoisie will not be
in pasition to effectively contain through the inter-
mediary of o PQ government, Whatever Lévesque's
reassuring promises that everything i te eccur Tnan
orderly manner, no sector of the bourgeoisie has
confidence in his ability to indefinitely contain a
dangerous political and social dynamic. The election
of the PQ is o major political defeat for the Canadian
bourgeoisie, and it is around the referendum that the
counteroffensive will be eoncentrated, First the re=-

*The leadership of the PQ has promised to hold a
referendum in Québec, putting the question of Québécois
independence ta a vote, Mo definite date for the
referendum has been set yet, — INPRECOR

composition of g Québécais palitical alternative to
the PQ, Second a policy of economic pressure
accomponied by political toughening.

12, The creation of o Québécois political alternative
to the PG is now posed, The collapse of the PLQ
(loss of 2195 of its vote, defeot of Bourassa and of
about a dozen ministers, among them some of the
strangmen of the party) now requires the recanstruction
and rearientation of the Part] Libéral. It would be
suicidal for the Canodian bourgeoisie to allow the PQ
to dominate the Québécois political scene and to
allow a confrontation to develon alona the lines of
the Faderal govermnment versus the Québécals govemn-
ment. Such a policy would further accentuate the
dynamic of binatisnal polarization.

13. The couses of the defeat of the PLQ are rather
evident, An unfovorable economic situation, the
avalanche of scandals that hove sullied the Libsrals,
the PLL's imoge as a corrupt party, linguistic
legislation that has alienated a substantial portion of
the Enalish-speaking vote, its inakility to impose a
solution in foce of persisting soclal struggles. All this
cantributed to dissolving not only the artificial majority
the PLQ hod ocquired in 1973 but also the traditicnal
histaric vate of this party, which generally sxcesded
4085, The present collapse leaves the PLQ in full dis-
array, politically ard psychologically crushed. The
attempt to refloat the sinking team around Bourassa by
odding a few well know federal figures has bean o
resound ing failure. The major task of the bourgeoisie
at the present time is to recompote an instrument that
can appear as a credible alternative to the PQ Tn order
to campaign for federalism during the referandum and
to toke power out of the hands of the PG

14, The Union Nationale (UN) cannot be such an in~
strumant. A good part of the UN vote wos o reoctionary
pratest vote against the corruption and Incompetence

of the Bourassa government. In no way can it be con-
sidered g stoble vote, This party remaing o third party
that can possibly serve os o prop for a federalis!
alternative to the PQ, but scorcely more than that, A
representative of the petty and middle bourgesisie, the
UN has only slioht links with monopoly copital, [ts
potential utility can nonethe less be very reol in the
future, as o component of a coalition government, for
example. Finally, the few gains achieved by the UN

in English-specking and immigrant miliews ore ephemeral
and express only the rage of these layers agoinst o
specific problem, that of Law 22, (This is the low
designating French os the official lenguage of Québec.
— |NPRECOR).

15. The major instrument of the bourgeoisie remains the
PLQ. This party conserves its links with the Canadian
Liberal party, major orgon of the Canadion imperialist
bourgeaisie. It is the only provincial party that main-
tains links with a federal party having @ pan-Canadian
base. It remains the second largest party fn terms of
votes, The reconstruction of this party is therefore o
logical choice for the Canadian bourgesisie,
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16, This reconstruction requires the consfruction of o
new porty leadership and thus the elimination of
Bourassa and his replacement by o new chief with the
greatest passible federal links. At asecond level, in
order to reconguer o stable base in the English-speaking
community the PLQ will have to completely repudiate
Law 22. The reconstructed party will be much more
directly an instrument of the Canadian Liberal party
than was the coje under Bourossa.

17, But the most crucial aspect of the federalist re=
congquest of Québec lles outside the Québécois National
assembly. |t relates to economic palicy and the

attitude of the federal gavernment to the PQ government.
These three oxes — mceomtruction of the PLQL,

meaiures of economic pressure, and tha federal govern-
ment's aggressive palicy roward the PQ government —
coastitute an indisoluble whole, Eoch of thase zlements
is necessary to the affectivensss of the others, They
coqstitute the threa pillars of tha palicy which the
Conadian boug=oisie will have to Implement in arder

to deal with the new situation.

18. The Canadian bourgeoisie a8 a whole has so far
reacted rather calmly to the PGl's occession to power,
It is reassuring the pepulation through the referendum
propesals of the PQL. There must be no illusion about
such behavior. The election of the PG is a major
political defeat for the Canadian bourgeoisie. The
present assuronces are oimed only ot calming certain
spirits (marginal sectors of the bourgeoisie, Francophobic
bourgeois politicions, massive chauvinist reoctiont on
the part of the Canadian petty bourgeoisie), which
would thregten to disastrously precipitate the situation.
The Caonadian bourgooisie is seeking to create a climate
that would enable it to contrel the terms of the con-
frontation. It will thus urdertake o long=term campaign
in order to make sure that the confrontation around the
teferandum takes ploce under the maost favarable passible
conditions, Thus, sconomic pressure on the Lévesque
government will be rather discreet so as net to take on
the appearonce of shameless blockmail; such pressure
will hove to gvold provoking o reoction opposite fo

the one hoped for but nevertheless must be sufficiently
strong to keep the government on the straight and
narrow . Blackmail may be especially effective if it
takes the form of hlacking funds for the PQ's social
refarm projects. At the same time, pressure will be
axerted to make the PQ govemment "bring the trade
unions ta reason” under penalty of focing o shortoge

of investments in the province, Everything will be done
ta lead the PO to discredit itself, Simultonecusly, the
contributions of the federal government to economic
development Tn Québec will continue to flow, bat
there will of course be a constant threat of withdrawing
them.

19, This little game will be accompanied by a pelitical
teughening. Mo concession will be mode to Québec on
the question of sharing constitutional powers. This is
linked to two foctors. On the one hand the PGH's
raferandum project folls within a very clear dynamic:
to woge a series of partial battles, while demomstrating
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that it is o good mapager of the Qluébécois economy,
the intention being to lead to the turntable of the
referendum. Any concession from Ottawa can only
intensify this dynamic and thus strengthen the PQ. On
the ather hand, o policy of concessions would Further
undermine the position of the Trudeou government in
English Canada. In the event of a Clark government
(Clark is the leader of the Comservative party —
INPRECOR), this govemment would alss be o prisoner
of o wave of antl-Québécais chauvinism sueh that it
would manifest an even lews conciliatory attitude,
Trudeau's initial resporse to the PQ victory fs-clear:
"The PQ wos not elected on the basis of constitutional
positions. " He could not have been mare clear.

20. Thus, the initial position of the Conadian bour=
geoisie will be o policy of wait-and-see and maneuver.
There will surely be various attempts to "buy off" the
Lévesque government, to make it abandon the perspec-
tive of independence. But even in the context of this
tactic the bourgeoisie cannct ploce confidence in the
PQ s it exists today . The bourgesisie’s attituds
during the slectoral campaign was very clear: "While
v have confidence in Lévesque, we are ofroid of
some of the elemenis behind him" (in other words, the
mass mavement which the PQ will be unable to contain
affectively), This con lead ta only one tactic: to place
all bets on the referendum and use its results to push
forward o renovated PLQ.

For its part, the American bourgesisie is relying on the
policy of the Canodian bourgeoisie. |t will proceed in
the same manner in regard to credits to the Gluébdcols
state. It will be led to take some independent initiative
only if the Canadian bourgecisie proves completely
incapable of controlling the dynamic of the situation
and of maintaining a minimum of political stability.

21. The economic pressure will thus be combined with
various comstitutional maneuvers aimed at moking the
referendum occur at a time ond under conditions chosen
by Canodian imperialism in order to moke sure that the
result will be a victory for "No" to independence.

Internal contradictions of the PQ

22, The internal contradictions of the PQ will begin to
be concretely manifested in the present peried on o
hitherto unequaled scale. But they will not necessarily
develop In a rapid or spectacular monner. During an
initial period the new PQ government will proceed
coutiously. In addition, the oppasition to the referen-
dum policy within the party itself will inevitably be
thrust to the sidelines, for it is precisely this option
that enabled the PQ to gain power. Lévesque is now
the uncontested chief of the party. During an initial
stage the "left" will be drowned in the victary of the
party as a whole. The necessity of proceeding cautiously,
of defining o govemment orientation, will hold the in-
ternal tensions ot a relatively low level, But such o
situation will not lost. On the controry, the incompati-
bility between the independentist project of the PQ and
the fundamental interests of the Cancdion imperialist




bourgesisie — in a situation in which mass struggles
will inevitably be sHmulated by the victory of the PQ
— will shake the internal cohesion of the party,

During the previous period the independentist prajects
of the PQ in opposition clashed with the federalist
project of the PLQ in power, Mow that the PQ
constitutes the governmant, the closh between the
currents rodically attached to indepandance and the
currents inclined to dilute this project indefinitely will
take ploce within the party itself, Further, the
baginning of clast polarization which has resulted from
the rise of workers ond people's struggles will continue,
The workers and pecple's radicalization will also have
repercussions within the PQ.

23, Twe levels of contradictions will first of all assert
themse lves within the PQ. First that af independence;
secord that of the workers and people's rodicalization.

Several of the candidates of the "left" compaigned
actively for independence, while the leadership of
the party ployed down this theme. The various
imperialist pressures, the policy of the federal govern-
ment, the difficult negotiations between the Lévesque
governmant and the federal government, and the eon-
tinuing rodicalization of the masses will make this
question the key one in Canadian politics as a whole,
On this question an entire wing, in fact the majority
wing, of the PQ is prepared to make concessions ta
imperialism and to attenuate the independentist mpect
of its program. But ancther wing hat fought and will
fight in the opposite direction. In oddition, such a
policy will place the PQ in contradiction with o sub-
stantlal portion of {8 mass bosa,

Inaddition, the PQ was elected fundamentally by the
working € lms. While for on initial perlod the PQ
government will be-able to offer certain concession,
its long-term erientations will be determined by
imperialist pressure (American and Caonadion), mest
particularly as eoncerns social palicy ond labar
relations. Once again, the tensions betweaen the
electoral base of the PQ ond ifs governmental policy
will be manifested within the party. But alie, and
this is infinitely more important, they will be manifested
in disillusionment with the party among entire sections
of the warking class,

The workers movement and the far left

24, In the end, a PQ in power becomes o much more
fragile obstocle for revalutionary communists. In the
histarical sense, the ercsion of this party will be in
propartion to the illusions it has sowed ., Commanding
only namow politico-constitutional and seciceconomic
maneuvering room and cought between imperialist
pressure and pressure from the mass movement, this
party will be increasingly reduced to being a clever
deferder of the status quo, The cbiective conditions
for o break with this party by advanced sectors of the
working class will be posed in the coming period.

25, The trode-union buredueracy is now celebrating its
victory, This euphoria is shared by the entire warking
closs, For the workers, what is involved is revenge
against the multinationals, their lockey Bourmssa, and
all the tinpot local reactionaries; the workers see it os
a victory ogainst the limitation of the right to strike,
the anti-trode-union campaign of the other bourgeois
parties, and the blows they have suffered under the
Bourassa government during past years. For the
bureaucracy, what Is Involved is the election of o
government which (at leost they hope} will help to
avoid struggles as much as possible and will negotiate
in o completely, or nearly completely, friendly manner,
For the buragucracy the victory of the FQ will be a
pretext For curbing these struggles. We hove a friendly
government in power, they will say, let's give ita
chance, Faor the warking class as o whole, on the other
hand {ond for several other popular movements), the
PQ victory will be o stimulant to struggle. These rwo
contradictory exigencies could lead to o phase of o
wait-and-see attitude toward the government on the
part of the workers movement. But this gttitude threatens
to be broken by the application of Phase 2 of the
Trudeou measures (6% ceiling on wage increases) and
the PQ's inability to respond, by the contradictory
behavior of the PQ during cenflicts with the multi-
nationals, etc.

The far left was totally marginalized in the couse of
this election. There is nathing surprising aboot this.
The wegknest of its base, of its central political
presence, combined with the desire of many militants
of the mass movement to "make their vote count” and
get rid of Bourassa, os well gs the strong pro-P@Q wave,
contributed to this marginalization.

26. More spagifically, the New Democrotic porty-R M
coalition, presented as the fist step toward the creation
of a porty of the workers, was a lamentable failure as

a political operation. This coalition, explicitly farmed
to see=k votes, in foct attrocted very few, Politically

it completely side-stepped the decisive foctor, namely
o correct position an the national question. In reducing
the problem of the palitical independence of the
working class to the comstruction of o Social Democratic
party (the NDP by implication), the RM5 seriously
undermined the credibility of its previous work and
provided a weapon for the burecuerats, whe would

like to marginalize the RMS in the short term. This does
not mean that this marginalization will necessarily be
decisive. Disillusionment in the PQ may be able to
open some room for such a formation (whether the RMS
or another grouping of the same type) .

27, The possibilities opened for the development of the
GMR ore becoming considerable, Qur strategic orien-
tation, that of o Werkers Republic of Québec, falls
within the dynamic of the presant situation and en-
ables us to toke advontage of the potential growling
discredit of the PQ's project. |t also falls within the
perspective of on occentuotion of the contradictions
within the PQ

MNovembar 20, 1974
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The Socialist Workers party (SWP) hos just conc luded
the most successful presidential election campaign in
its history. A tase could be made that it was the most
extersive socialist propaganda drive conducted in the
United States since the dows of Eugene V., Debs,
Certalnly there is nothing in the postwor period to
compare with 11 and it :\-.":'l;!\l,‘p.'!.l::'.vcd v}ul’;-r:..' |:|1‘h|:: eH":.r'
en the left,

The SWP began its campaign by nominating Peter Comejo
for president and Willle Mae Reid for vice-president In
December 1974, leng before the major capitalist parties
hod even considered their candidates. The nearly two-
year~lang compoign was conceived os o vehicle for
popularizing the socialist program among broad masses

of working people and as an aid in building the party.

The mott intersive stage of the co

spring o5 the SWP conducted petition drives o get on
the ballot in os many states os possible. Reactionary
election laws place the two capitalist parties outo=
matically on the ballot while making it extremely
difficult for minority porties to achieve ballot status,
Each state hos its own election lows and they.differ
widely, The high paint of this petition drive was the
collection of some 300,000 signatures of registered
voters in Lalifornia to place SWP nominees for state
ard natienal office on the ballat in that state for the
first time aver. In'all, the SWP achieved ballat status
in twenty-elaht of the Fifty states (representing 72
percent of the vating oge population), after secoring
some 600, 000 signatures. 3

The SWP campoign focussed on the central issues
facing working people and their allies and was inte-
grated with the

going wark of the party in the uniors,
in deferse of the Black, Chicong, ond other oppressad
minarities, insupport of the fight of women, etc, A
central concept raised in the compaign was the need for
working people to make a class break with the copitalist
Democratic and Republican parties and construct a

labor party based on the unjons,

The SWP called for a sliding scale of wages and hours
te protect working people from unemployment and in-
flation. It cpposed the war budget, urging that thess
billions ba spent for needed social services (instead of
cutting back on them as the ruling closs is now daing)
and for a massive federal jobs program, Support for the
right of Block people to equal education, and in
particular suppott of busing ond Boston's embattled
Black community, were central features of the compaign,
as weredemands. for equal rights and epportunities for
woman and the oppressed minorities In gereral. The
party campaigned vigomously for passage of the Equal
Rights Amendment to the Constitution to remove legal
backing for discrimination agoinst women,

The compaign wos also fled into the massive sult the
party and the Young Socialist Allionce have filed against
the FBI, Cla, ond other government agencies. The

suit itself helped concretize the demand that all the
books and files be opened on all the secret political
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police operations ogainst the lobor, socialist, Black,
womens, elc. movements in the United Stotes and
abrood .

Considering the SWP's small resources (some $140,000
being spent on the compaign o contrasted ta the

§70 million spent by Carter and Ford), an enarmous
amount of material was distributed, Mare than one
million copies of the SWP plotform, the "Bill of Rights
for Working People, " were distributed, in both English
and Spanish.



by TIM WOHLFORTH

Access to television was nearly monopolized by the
capitalist parties. But a remarkable response waos re-
ceived whenever the SWP candjdates were able to
cbtain even a little time on telavision. After Perer
Camejo oppeored on o national discussion show-{after a
legal Fight under the largely-circumvented “equal time"
federal rulings), at 1:30 a.m., nearly 4,000 letters
were received by the campaign committee. Of these,
999 wanted to become new subscribers to the Militant.
Small donations also come along with many of these
letters, totalling §3, 589,

These responses came from virtually every state and
corner of the country, from mingcule form towns os
well as the largest cities, By and large they were
written by ordinary people without a radical pelitical
background, workers and middle clas people who
uvsually vote Demacratic. Thay reflected discontent with
the two capitalist parties and a greater willingness to
consider sociallst ideas in the population at large.

Forty-seven parcent of Americars of vating oge did not
bother to vote, Many who did vote did so with little
enthusiasm, voting lorgely ogainst the ather condidate
rather than for theirs. A poll taken by the MNew Yark
Times after the election indicated that the majority of
both voters and nan-voters thought the government
serves "big interests” rather than "all the people.” A
difference batween vaters and non-yoters was that
voters said by a 75-21 majority that one should vote
for the "lesser evil" while non=voters said by o 30-435
margin thaf they preferred not to vate if they didn't
like any of the condidaotes. "MNonvoters were much
more likely to say that one person's vote mokes no
difference, that there is no difference between the
major parties, or that [t makes no difference wha is
President. These fealings ore especially prevalent
amang those in the lower soclo-economic classes,

the Times painted out.

Other Tendencies on the Left

The SWP campaign stood out sharply an the left.

Tha
gther tendencies wara forced fo take their positions
in light of the SWP compaign.

Cinly the Communist party mounted a sarious campaign.
The Stalinists obtained ballot stotus in twenty states for
thair ticket of Gus Hall for president and Jarvis Tyner
for vice=president and clearly were trying fo outpace

the SWP in election work, The effective election
compaigns of the SWP in the past and the impact of

the Camejo-Rald campaign (the CP ticket wos announced
only a year after the SWP campoign began] were no
doubt a spur to the CP effort,

The running of a CP ticket did not represent any change
in the basic class collaborationist strategy of the CP,
Since the 1930s, when Stalin mode the tumn to the
popular front, the americon CP has transloted the
popular=front line into basically suppert for the
Democratic party. The CPutilized its ticket to beot
the drums for détente and to attempt to counter the
oppeal of the SWP campaign. Consequently, it ran a
more "left" campaign, denouncing bath capitalist
parties and claiming to stand for "independent working
class political action.”

However, the CP continues to be buried inside the
Democratic party and to suppert "warking claoss"
condidates of that party, |t supported Tom Hayden,

the ex-MNew Lefter, when he ran ogainst the incumbent
candidate in the California Democratic party senatorial
primary, and then, when Haoyden lost, supported the
incumbent against the Republican,
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The CP's call for "independent working class palitical
action" = for the future — turns eut fo be far fram
that. The CP explains that what it means is an
"antimenoply coalition, " a multic lass party including
a suppesedly pro-peace and “antimonopoly" section of
the ruling closs. While waiting for such to appear, the
CP supports Democrats and runs certain CP campaigns
to preserve ifs imoge, especially in foce of the
challenge from the SWP. The Hall-Tyner campaian,
however, was not able to match the Camejo-Reid
effort in impact and scope.

Ancther Tnteresting development on the left was the role
of Michoel Harrington of the Democratic Sacialist
Organizing Committee (DSOCH, DSOC resulted from

o split in the Socialist party, which alse produced the
Secial Demoerats, LUSA. The Social Democrats, USa,
stand to the right of Ford on most issues, especially
farelgn policy, and support the most reacHonary wing
of the trode-union bureaucracy. They original ly
campaigned for Senater Henry Jockson and then sup-
ported Caorter when he won the Democratic nomination.

The DSOC hes o more "radical" and “socialist" imoge,
tends to support the more “enlightened” wing of the
trode=union bureaucracy; participates jn some struggles,
and has attrocted some socialist-minded youth, DSOC
ake urged a vote for Carter,

The SWP compaign hod an impact on the general

rodical milieu the DSOC works Tn, and even on DSOC
members, It was probably for this reason that Harrington
ogreed to debate Comejo on the day before the elections.
The debate wos held at Queens College in New York
City and broadcast on the city's nonprofit radlo station:

it wes rebroadcost on election day.

The debate centered on whether to vote for Carter or
Coméjo. Harrington said that the election was o class
confrontation, with big business behind Ford, and the
workers, Blacks, and women behind Carter, He felt that
Carter's election would make at least o little difference,
especially in areas of economic policy, and would en-
courage further progressive developments.

The rodio station todk telephone calls from listeners
after the debate for two hours. Many who called said
they agreed with Cameja In terms of what weos necessary
for'a long=run solution, but that they had voled for
Corter o the lasser of twoevils,

all the major Magist foctions called for abstention.
They sat the election out, doing virtually nothing
even to make their obstentionist position known. This
absolved them from fielding their own condidates in o
test of strength with the other left tendencies, or even
from differentiating themselves from the Democrats
many of them suppor! on a local level,

The International Socialists, which looks to the group
of the some nome in Britain, also called for abstention,

The Spartocist League sect accused both the CP and
SWP of favoring reforming copitalism and on this basis
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also called for abstention. They pointed to the SWP's
suit against the government as proof of its “reformism,
ord odded the absurd ossertion that the SWP believes
in achieving socialism through a constitutional amend-
ment,

The Worken League, the dwindling U.5. supporters of
Gerry Healy of Britain, fielded some local candidates.
At the last minute, they called for a vote for the SWP.
This was odd, because for the past year the major
campaign of this group has been to spread the slander
eriginating with their British guru that the SWP Iz led
by "occomplices of the GPU.™

Spark, the newspaper of the American group affiliated
with the French Lutte Ouvridre group, gave critical
support to the SWP ticket,

La Raza Unida parties exist in some areos of the South-
west. These parties are independent Chicano-bosed
organizations which are still ot the level of prepaganda
groups. The MNew Mexico Razo Unida party endorsed
the SWP compaign and octively campaigned for it.

A bizarre sidelight in the compaign wos the rale of the
National Caucus of Lobor Committeas, which ran Lyrdon
LaRouche for president under the ballot designation of
", S, Lobor Party. " This group can in no way be
considered port of the left, It is an extreme right wing
group that the media often misidentifies os Marxist, It
did its best to get the SWP aond the CP ruled off the
ballot through legal challenges. On the eve of the
election, LoReuche obtained a half hour of prime
television time, reportedly costing $90, 000 which was
brought to the TV studio in small bills in o paper bog.

In his broadeost LaRouche explained that the election

of limmy Carter would mean thermonuclear war in the
next few months, to be followed by o depression. He urged
Republicars to vote for Ford and Democrats to vote faor
him to avoid these catastrophes,

* » ¥ » » ¥ » ¥ »

On the Amerlcan left, the recognition won by the
Trotskylsts in the antiwar movement and other struggles
placed them in a favorable position to turn the new
openings that developed In the course of this campaign
to occount. The cumulative impact of the SWP's
participation in the major social struggles of the 1960
and 19705 enabled the party to win new forces to its
ranks, new allies, and growing respect.

This was reflected in the course of the compaign by a
geographical expansion of the porty. Many new branches
were established in cities where there were none before,

Overall, the 1976 election campaign marked a further
shift in the relationship of forces on the american lefi,
The SWP emerges in a stronger position relative to the
Stalinists ond Social Democrats and in a good position
to carry forward its work In all espects of the closs
struggle.
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Twice In the space of two monthe the Mexicon peso has
been devalued relative to the Americon dollar, the
European currencies, and the Japanese yen. The first
time, September 12, its volue wos reduced from 12,5
to 19,4 pasos to the dollar. The second time, October
26, the peso was "floated” and fell from 19.6 to 24,5
to the dollar. Thus, the peso lost more thon half its
dollar in just o few weeks.,

According te Dr. Ernesto Ferndndez Hurtodo, official
spokesman for the second devaluation, the couse of

the operation was the same in both coses: "strong
pressure on the exchange market" provoked by specula-
tive dollar buying. In reality, the "adjustments” fore-
sean for the first devaluation and the results the
government hoped to achieve did not occur in the ex-
pected proportiors. The economic erisis Mexico is now
experiencing has thus been intensified.

It is true that the second devaluation was followed by

a tamporary stabilization of the peso, which rose again
an the free market on Movember 7, |ts exchonge rate
now "floats” in the area of 24,83 pesos to the dallar,
Official circles hope that the rate will rise to about

22 pesos to the dallar by the end of November. Bui
such a slight rise would be the direct result of aid

from the International Meonetary Fund: a loan of

$1, 200 million which the Mexican government obtained
in exchange for the first devaluation.

But the fragility of the economic situation in Mexico,
the enormaous weight of the foreign debt, and the per-
sistent balance of payments deficits are generating

fear of new devaluations and new aond occentuated
conflicts between the state ond privaote entrepréneurs
of the same type that sccurred in the period just before
the second devaluation.

by Antonio Cuadros

In contrast with the fint devaluation, which cccurred
n o more or less unexpected manner, the period pre-
ceding the secand devaluation was marked by an
atmosphere of temion, criticksm, ond recriminations
between the state and ity nationalist spokesmen an the
one hand and those groups of Mexican capitalist en-
trepreneurs most clearly tied to imperialist capital on
the other hand. These groups centered their attacks on
the "wasteful"” character of the odministration of
Presidert Lufs Echeverrio and on the political priorities
that have detarmined the amplification of public invest-
ment (obove all in the realm of the "sconomic and
sectal infrastructure”) under the Echeverrio govern=
ment (1971=78) , They ossigned responsibility for the
fall of the peso to the public finance deficit and the
concomitant inflation, said to hove been triggered by
the "social demogogy” of Echeverria,

These criticisms reflect strotegic ond Immediate differ-
ences batween the notionalist regime and sectors of the
private big bourgeoisie. The private copitalists, for
example, eriticize the expamsion of state and parostate
enterprises, which they call "excessive." (Expenditures
in this area had nearly tripled under the Echeverria
government.] The growth of the state sector has resulted
primarily in on enormous increase in the public debt.
The MNacional Financieria (a public investmant com=
pany) has invested 113.5 million peses during the past
forty years, 64.5% of which has bean raised by loans
obroad (or loans from foreigners]. A good part of these
investments ware mode during the six yeaors of the
Echeverria government.

The chiective of the Mexican big capitalists is obvious:
The state must no longer play such o decisive role in
economic development. According fo them, It istime
to put an and to the growth of the state sector at the
cost of an increasingly heavy forelign debt, The most
oudacicus representotives of the bourgeoisie have gone
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so far as to propose that the majority of nationalized
enterprises be sold to the private sector os a way out,
that is, as a way of resalving the crisis of public and
foreian Financing of the Mexican state.

In terms of more immediate interests; the stakes in the
conflict consisted of a series of fiscal measures taken
by the Echeverria govemment since August 31 aimed

af channeling resources towerd pruning public finance
and the public tector of the economy, For lnstance, the
gevernment decreed o tox of 15% on export Income,
The resporue of the capitalist group of Monterrey, the
mast pawerful of the private capitolist groups in Mexico,
waos immediate: This group, olong with BO% of the en-
terprises it control:, completely suspended sales abroad,
thus increasing both the trode deficit and speculation
against the peso, which precipitated the devaluation.

In the course of this confrontation, which was waged
with unusual agoressiveness by the Mexican bourgeoisie,
the government wos defeated by private capital. The
irdustrialists refused to supply even a minimal

fraction of the resources needed to poy for the voriows
public investment projects, even temporarf ly (even
though in the longer term these projechs profit the
private sector, precisely becouse of their character as
expenditures on the economic and social infrastructural,
They likewite rafused to foot the bill for the various
movements supporting wage demands which hod eccurred
in the meontime, And the government copitulated.

The expart tax wis lifted one day before the second
devaluation. At the same time, the CEDIS (Tax Value
Certificates), which are a varlety of state subsidy
oocorded export enterprizes, were reestablished.

Hence, the industrial and financial bourgecisie emerges
strengfhened from the two devaluations. It was this
bourgeaisie — and not the mass of small savers, os has
been demagogically osserted in the bourgeols press —
that exerted the major pressure on the government to
change the orientation of economic policy. And it

was the bourgeoisie thot got its way,

After the devaluotion, the Mexican Institute of
Financial Specialists (IMEF), an orgonization of pri-
vate employers, farmulated new criticisms of the al=
leged |y westeful behavior of the Echeverria government.
The government was once again forced 1o respond,
timidly defending the nationalist~type perspectives and
priorities of 1k economic policy against increasingly
powerful and aggressive private capitalist groups which
not only lack "secial consciousness, " but also pretend
to misappreciate the specific role played by public in-
vestments in the process of accumulation of copital in

Mexico,

The greater aggrassiveness of the well-off bourgesisie
agairst the Echeverrio regime also has ancther target:
the decision mode by Echeverrio just before the end of
his term to grant poor and land less peasonts half a
million hectares of fertile land in the state of Sonora
in northern Mexico, land which the large capitalist
landlords of this state hod previously appropriated
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illegally in order to estoblish modern mechonized
agricilture;

The poor pecsants acted on this decision, massively
occupying these londs without waiting for the verdict
of the courts [which have osolid trodition in Mexica
of ruling in favor of the owning classes) .

Once again the bourgeoiste cried scondal, denial of
justice, and viclation of respect for the courts and
separation of powers. The bourgeoisie mainroined
silence about the foct that the formation of vast private
daomains in the state of Sonoro and elsewhere (some-
times under the cover of property shared cut omong
various members of the some family or owned by Front
men) is in open violation of the Mexican corstitution,
supposedly the "wpreme law, " After the Mexicon re-
valution of 1910-17, this comstitution limited land
ownership to 100 hectaras.

This compoign of vielent denunciation of the national-
ist regime by the private bourgeoisie was accompanied
by a strike of industrialists and lorge merchants in
eleven of the thirteen Mexican states, os well os by
an export strike and o massive flight of copital, ata
rate of 5400 million o week to Texas banks alona, It
should also be odded that imperialist circles, partic-
ularly representatives of Morth American imperialism,
strongly supported this campaign of the Mexicon
bourgeoisie. For months U.S, newspapers have been
denouncing the threat of the establishment of a
“socialBt regime” in Mexico, systematically dis-
couroging American tourism. And in foct tourism has
declined, and with it one of the foctors providing
supplementary income to help cover the heavy Mexican
trade deficit (which rose to §3,000 million in 1974).

Washingtan’s irritation ot Echeverria is a result both of
several initiatives taken by the outgoing Mexican
prasident in the realm of foreign policy which were
annoying to American imperialism and of a desire to
blackmail Mexico economically in order to keep this
country out of OPEC (Orgonization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries) and prevent any meamure that would
conflict with the interests of the American firms es-
tablished in Mexico.

In spite of the ropid industrialization of Mexico during
the past several decades and in spite of the vost rural
exodus; peasont ogitation nevertheless remains endemic
in several Mexican states, It is not at all limited to the
state of Sonora, where Echevarrio wanted fo set an
example in order to counter somewhat the reoctionary
essault that has been mounted agaimst the ruling
Mationalist party.

The cose of the state of Guerrers is quite significant
in this regard, Until recently, 6624 of the population
of this state hod on average monthly income of 250
pesos, that is, $20 before the devaluation of the peso
ard §12.50 at the present rate of exchange. In spite
of the presence in this state of the tourist center
Acapuleo, the vest majority of the inhabitant live in



complete misery. The total absence of eredit or
financial aid fo this state leaves the small formers at
the mercy of monopolists, merchants, and local usurers.

The result was the beginning of a rurol guerrillo war,
sirongly repressed by the army. But the government
hod to make seme concessions to the poor peosonts,
Although the credits accorded to 725 efides (peasant
communities) in the state stood ot only about 30
million pesos a year at the beginning of the 1970s,
they were sharply increased to 450 million peses in
1975, The government also decided to combat midd le-
men and private monopolists by using the Mexican
Coffee Institute and the Vicente Guerrere Forest
Company to intervene in the purchose of commercial
harvests.

These measures were belated, petty, and insufficient,
But they once again revealed the specific bonapartist
character of the Mexican bourgeols government. In
spite of all the repressive violence with which it
periodically strikes the independent action of the
workers, peasants, and students, it is also periedically
led to seek to maintain and stobilize it populor bose
by making some economic, social, and political con-
cessions to the populor masses, 1t is above all these
concessions that irritate the big bourgeoisie, even if
they serve the interssts of this class in the historic and
long~term sense, for they retard determined anticopital-
ist revolutionary action on the part of the majority of
the proletariat and poor peasants,

End of relative ‘prosperity’

What appears clearly after these two devaluations is

that the Mexican economy has now entered o period
that definitively closes the stage of relative "prosperity”
bated on an orientation of accelerated economic growth

in which the state was the main motar force in the
accumulation of capital. This erucial reversal in the
economic cycle cannot be concealed by any amount
of afficial rhetoric,

Everybody feels obligoted to moke predictions these
days. There are those who belleve that the devaluation
will serve to stimulate a phase of ecoriomic recovery
and will relounch an economic cyele comparoble to
that which prevailed during the era of "stabilized
growth" that followed the devaluation of 1954, It is
obvious that this prediction is bosed on obstroct reason-
ing and that inreality there is no basis for such optim-
ism.

In 1954, just ofter the devaluation that set the peso ex=-
change rate at 12.5 to the dollar, the internaticnal
copitalist economy entered a long-term boom which
ended In the late 1960s, Maxico amply profited from
this international capitalist expansion. Today one can
hordly predict o new bioom of the international
copitalist economy . The recrudescence of the crisis of
the internotional monetary system with the fall of the
pound sterling during recent weeks and the foctors re-
vealing a new ebb in economic activity Tn the United
States durlng the lost quarter of 1576 confirm that the
1975 sconomic uptum was only trarsitory and that we
are heading toward an even deeper crisis.

In o country like Mexica, which remains structurally
dependent on the imperialist economy and ifs financial
decision-making centers, 1t is totally irrespensible to
pursue @ policy of increased foreign debit. This poth an=
genders the most pronounced inflationary pressures,
directly propertional to the increase in the public debt
(which now stands at 522,000 million).

These two phenomena — growth of the foreign debt and
golloping inflation — represent the two major threats

to the immediate future of the Mexicon economy. The
gituation it further cggrovated by the trend toward stag-
nation of material production which hos been mani-
fested since the beginning of the 1970s. This vear the
slowdown In the growth of production will attain an
even greoter scope, becouse the gsovernment had not
corsidered the risks of the Immense social and econo-
mic pressures of the mognates of industry and finance,

There is no point in insisting an the fact that in all
branches of the economy the skyrocketing of prices hos
irtersiFied this frend towaord stagnation of preduction,
Follewing inflation and the reduction of the purchosing
power of the masses, this has already become clear in
the chemical industry, the steel industry, the shoe in=
dustry, corstruction; textiles, and the outomobile in-
dustry, all of which have suffered pronounced reductions
in their markets,

The automabile industry has suffered a 35% zoles de-
cline, which Includes the Volkswagen trust, In fact,
this company has begun demanding that its Mexican
subsidiary be "nationalized, " that is, that it be funded
by the Mexican state. The construction industry is
working at only 30% copacity. There is a serious threat



that more than 300,000 workers will be laid off. In

the textile industry, which hos been in serious erisis

for the past two years, there is a similar threat of un=-
employment, The buresucracy of the CTM (the Mexican
trode-union federation) hos proposed the introduction
of a three~day workweek in this industry, with a pro-
portional reduction In wages, in order 1o avoid massive
layoffsl

Even in an industry like steel, which had been the
showcase of the nationalist demagogy of the Echeverria
government ard in which production had risen from 3
million tors to 6 million tons during Echeverria’s six-
year term, the atmosphere is openly somber. When the
Sicartsa Industrial complex in Truchas was opened after
much celebration and fanfare, the government had to
admit that the second phase of construction, planned
for the third quarter of 1976, would not be initiated.
The new phaose of canstruction requires investments of
30 million pesos, and this sum cannot be raised in the
short term after the two devaluations,

In foct, what may be expected in the short term is an
opgravation of social tension, especially between
private copitalists and the public sector, over the
"proper” use of the public debt, The pressure of im-
perialism has been manifested publicly and obvious ly
in this domain. The present estronomical level of the
public debt makes illusory any hope of a rew boom of
the copitalist ezonomy in Mexico through new massive
support from foreign copital,

The other immediate perspective is one of "overhauling"
all the industrial bronches, with an accentuation of
monopolistic concentration in the seciors linked to the
big multinational firms; the rulin of small industry;

on aggravated shortage of commodities in the border
regions, where the reign of the dollar is more “sovereign"
than elsewhere; the worsening of inflation and o tising
cost of living, All this results more or less automatically
from the two devaluations,

‘A ¢ it ) l
The erisis the Mexican economy is now going through
thus threatens to be reflected in very hard blows against
the wage earners and the less privileged layers of the
population in general. The "austerity” measures that
hove been taken — wage freeze, foc tary shutdowns,
ond massive layoffs — are the logical by-products of
the political victory won by the Mexican bourgeoisie
through the twe devaluations,

All these features of econemic and social evolution
ohce again highlight the capitalist character of the
Mexican economy, regordless of the weight and scope
of the nationalized sector, They emphasize the neces-
sity for the working class and the workers movement to
adopt an orientation and erganization of class

Independence of the bourgeoisie, the state, and the
nationalist gevernment,

That is why the Political Bureau of the Partido Revoly-
cionarfo de los Trabojacdores (PRT — Revelutionary
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Warkers party), Mexican section of the Fourth Inter=
national, lssued an appeal in the November 15, 19785,
issue of its newspaper, Bandera Socialista, to all the
workers organizations in Mexico to form a vast workers
united front to defend the working class against the
effects of the ousterity policy. The First objective of
this united front must be to defend real woges and the
sccial gains won by the past struggles of the working
class, It must also take comsciousness of the fact that
the bourgeoisie and the govemment will inevitably
further attack the purchasing power and jobs of the
workers in view of the crisis their economy Is now going
through. The only means by which to avoid greater
paverty for the working class and to put an end once
and for all to the hunger suffered by millions of
Mexicans is to attack the economic system that is
synenymous with Inflation, permanent unemployment,
and paverty for broad popular layers.

Thus, the defensive struggle around purchasing power
and jobs must be linked to the struggle for broader ant]-
imperialist and anticapitalist objectives, such as:

*Opening the books of all the big comnpanies so that
the toiling masses can check the verac ity of the argu-
ments with which the private capitalists and the govern=
ment explain and justify the price increcses, layoffs,
factary closures, inflation, elc.;

"Workers control of industry, large-scale commerce,
and finance, in both the private sector and the nation-
alized sector;

*Formation of popular committees agalnst the high
cost of living and agairst capitallst austeri ty inall the
popular neighborhoods and in all regions, committess
that can carry out a brood united mobilization of the
toiling masses, uniting the trade-union forces, the
forces of the tenants associations and Inhabitants of
the slums, the student and peasant organizations, and
in general all the exploited and oppressed loyers of
the population. Their main function would be to ex-
pose, denounce, and combot price increases ond to
organize the broodest united mobilizations and
struggles in order to attain this objective.

The Political Bureau of the PRT hails the formation of
a united front of the Mexican Communist party, the
Mexican Warkers party (PMT), ond the Popular
Secialist party (PSP) aimed at propaganda and agitation
against the ousterity measures taken by the Echeverria
regime in its death ogony, It declares that the PRT 1s
prepared to participate in any common action fo de=
fend the economic interests of the Mexican workers
and it propases non-exclusive unity in action in o
national campaign of workers against the high cost of
living and copitalist austerity,

The serious economic, social, and political crisis in
Mexico at the moment when Lépez Portillo succeeds
Echeverrfa makes the struggle for the class independence
of the Mexican proletariot a question of immediate and
buming importance for the Mexican warkers.,

November 15, 1974



BRAZIL

GEISEL BEACHING DUT FOR VOTIS

ONTHE
NOVEMBER 15

MUNICIPAL
ELECTIONS

In the midst of o despening of the economic and paliti-
cal erisis opered ofter 1974, which day by day threatens
to become transformed into o social crisis of profound
consequances, the country is preparing for the munic-
ipal elections of November 15. Once agoin, millions
of Brazilians of all social closes are preparing to ex-
ercise the sole political "right" they have been granted
by the dictatorship during the past twelve years: the
right to chose among rigorously selected candidates
sifted through the sieve of the security organs and pre-
sented by two servile puppet parties to represent them
in @ fake democratic game, fo represent them in the
legislative bodies and municipal councils, (With the
exception of about 150 municipalities which are con-
sidered areas of natienal security, the mineral centers
and state capitals have mayors directly appointed by
the government) .

Although conscious that the bourgeoisie, through its
representatives in power, the officers, transforms every
alectoral process in Brazil into a farce; revolutionary
Marxists know that it is not encugh simply to denounce

the alectoral froud and ignore the election campalgn
from Olympian heights in the name of revolutionary
purism, using arguments like "this is an affair of the
bourgeoisie, " "the workers are not interested in elec-
tlans, " and so on. On the contrary, revelutionary
Marxists believe that the coming elections, more than
ever, require an octive ond consistent participation
on the part of the revolutionary vanguard, which must
not limit itself to propagand sm and abstrect denuncia-
tion, but must instead present to the brood maosses,
particularly the workers, students, ond all exploited
ond oppressed loyers of the population, a pelitical and
programmatic alternotive ta the political prejects and
programs bocked by the two bourgecis parties inside and
outside the govemment, |t must be an alternative that
prepares for consistent oction independent of any
tutelage of the ruling closses and the government,

Whether we ke it or not, the electoral process, even
with all its deformations ond given the caricature to
which 1t hs been reduced, nonetheless constitutes o
political event, an important moment in the life of the
country. As weas shown by the parliomentary elections
of 1974, elections create o period faverable to
political discussion, one which opens breaches of re-
lative freedom for discussion and denunciotion of the
regime. Even given the degree of disorpanization of

the mass movement, the lock of free trode unions ond
independent organizations, the lock of a free press, of
political parties with solld bases, and finally, of
channels of genuine populor expression, the elections
nonetheless canstitute one of the few mearns through
which the workers and the Brazilion people con, col-
lectively and an a national scale, manifest their re=
pudiation of poverty, political cppression, and the crimes
committed by the militory dictaforship, the bourgesiiie,
and imperialism,

The gigantic "Mo" of November 15, 1974, when 15
million Brazilions repudiated this anti-worker and
anti=popular government, is one proof of this, The fact
that they voted for the MDB (Movimente Demacrdtico
Brosileiro — Brozilion Democratic Movement) wos not
an indicotion of support to this porty of e marginalized
bourgeoisie bul rather o deformed expression of pro-

test in the gbsence of channels of genuine popular
expression .,

Te ereate these channels, to offer correct perspectives
and leadership to this discontent, which hos been con-
sistently on the rise since 1974 given the failure of all
the government's attempts to bridge the chasm that
separates [t from the brood maosses, is the central task
of revolutionaries.

Political and economic crisis

It is important that we have a clear view of the context
in which the coming elections will take place. Two
parties, AREMNA and the MDB (ARENA: Alianga
Renovadora MNocional — Alliance for MNotional Renewal)
will play the role of trying to channel the millions of
popular votes. ARENA is discredited in the eyes of



brood sectors of the population because of ils complete
lock of independence and its identification with the
central power, its obligation always to say "Yes” to
the demands of the regime, even when o majority of its
members want tosay "MNo," ARENA therefore knows in
sdvance that it has little to hope for from these elec~
tions. Its defeat is o foregane conclusion in the large
ard middle-sized urban centers, especially those of
great working-c lass concentration and greater politi-
cization. This defeat will scarcely be attenuated by
the faverable results it may obtaln in some small
localities where the official machine may consign it

a few limited positive results. Already a walking corpse,
AREMNA will be buried definitively on November 15,
The government and the big bourgeoisie will have no
choice but to seek to create new altematives of re-
presentation beginning next year.

The MDB, the party of the "permitted" opposition, has
emerged as the probable "victor" in the November
elections. The massive vote it received in 1974 breath-
ed new life into its moribund body at a time when the
party was threatened with extinction. Once again, no
thanks to its own merits, the MDB will capitalize not
on o comsistent practice of appoiition to the Geisel
dictatorship, but rather on the foet that it oppears fo
millions of Brazilians o5 o form in which to express
their repudiation of the government,

Monetheless, the MDB's position relative te 1974 should
certainly deteriorate considerably, ot leost among the
most comscious sectors of the moss movement and its
vanguard, which supported the MDB in 1974, Incopable
becauie of their own weokness, the liberal bourgeoisie
and the rodicalized sectors of the petty bourgeoisie

that make up the MDB have not succeeded Tn demon=
strating that they con constitute o genuine alternative
for all thase who oppose the dictotorship. The MDB's
trajectary since Movember 15974 hos been ane of con-
tinual copitulation to the dictatorship. Sparing no
effart to win recagnition from the "system” as a party
of Law ond Owder; the bourgeois leodership and the
great majority of MDB parliament members have not
hesitated to betray the commitments they made to the
popular sectors which voted for the party and have not
at all corried out any of the points of the progrom they
demogogicolly presented during the last electoral
campaign.

There are many exomples of this: the refusal o convoke
the parliamentary commission of inquiry on Human
Rights in 1975, although legal conditions for the MDB
to do so existed; the refusal to demand that the Ministry
of Justice occount for the whereabouts of twenty-Ffive
palitical prisoners who had disappeored (murdered

under torture); the virtual lack of reaction to the "risk
contracts" which benefit the capitalists; the silence
about the murder of Wladimir Herzog and Manuel

Fialho and the massive imprisonment of militants dur-
ing the repression ogainst the Brazilian Communist party;
and finally, the caution and moderation exhibited of
the time of the ouster of five deputies of the "autentico"
group from the porlioment. Mot to mention the clear

and total obsence of the MDB and its workers and youth
departments (with a few rore exceptiom) from any ond
every sirike movement or mobilization that has cccurrad
omong the workers and students,

This capitulationist and eonciliatory pesition, which

is alsa shared by the great majority of the "autentics”
group, contributes to discrediting tha MDB in the eyes
of some of the most Important and conscious sectors that
supported it In 1974, Many of the illusions that Flourish
ed in 1974 have rapidly withered as this bourgeois
mevement's avalution of betrayal has been confirmed;
in any case, this was no surprise to revolutionary
Marxists,

In spite of this, for the most right-wing sectors of the
armed forces and the ruling closses, the MDB neverthe-
less appears todoy o= o focus of dissent, a "leftist"
danger, because of the presence in this party of groups
and militants identified with popular sectors, in turn

a result of the straitjacket of the two-party system. The
workers, youth, and women's sections of the MDB, as
well as the institutes for economic and social reseorch,
are considered dangerous "focuses" of dissant, more
because of what they represent potentially than because
of what they represent loday. Neot even the laborious
intensity with which the leadership of the MDB tries to
control these groups ond reduce them to silence is
sufficient given the hard line of the government; the
MDB thus preserves an undeserved image o an opposi-
tion party.

The so-called Falcdo Law, which maximally reduces
the already limited right of parties to use the rodic and
television for electoral propaganda, folls within this
political framework. The censorship imposed by the
federal palice and the self-censorship the leaderships
of the two parties exercise over their own candidates
are not enough, for the govemment wants te hold
political debate to @ minimum. The government has not
forgatten the bitter experience of 1974, which cost
Geisel's "détente” plans dearly, Although for Geisel
a relatively strong MDB has a role to play in the so-
called “"gradual relaxation, " the unexpected and ex-
cessive growth of the oppesition vote, In addition to
being asurprise, was a factor thot gove rise to tension
with the "hardliners” of the regime, and this forced
Geisel to make o series of ratreats,

Given that palitical conditions do not permit simply
canceling the elections (neither internally nor exter-
nally, in view of Brozil's need to polish up its

“foreign image"), Geisel's present aim is to maximally
limit the debate and prevent the social tensions that
have built up over past years from womsening. Finally,
he is seeking to silence any and every critic: The
vulnerability of the government an all points, the
collapse of the "economic miracle, * the administrative
corruption, the rise of inflation and the cost of living
and the consequent womening poverty of the broad
masses mean that any criticism, even the timid and con-
structive criticism of the permitted opposition, appears
extremely dongerous for the stability of the regime.



The Faledo Law, ore more foctor in the right tum of
the regime, is another concession which Geisel, re-
presenting the most lucid ond enlightened sector of the
ruling classes (but not the strongest politically or
militarily on that account) hos hod to moke in order o
maintain the project of his "détente” policy, even if
tenuously, Geisel and his ilk know that a qualitatively
greater hardening of the reaime, a more accentuated
"fyecicization, " or a pure and simple return to the
methods of government used during the Medici peried
would also entail serious dongers for the survival of the
regime,

We are no lorger living in the golden oge of the
“aconomic miracle, " The foreign debt should exceed
$30,000 million by the end of 1977; inflation has not
been brought under control; spending for imports and
the deficits in the trade balance have compelled the
government to take a whole series of unpopular pallia-
tive measures (prior deposits for imports-and for trips
obrood, for exaomple), without any visible results being
achieved . Domestic production is declining in various
sectors, which boosts the unemployment figures, and
the number of bankruptcies hos been rising, especially
since the lotest measures restricting consumer credit,
The economic pie is getting smaller, and even some
sectors of the bourgeoisie ore losing their slices, The
crumbs with which brood segments of the petty bour-
geaisie were bought off or neutralized are increasingly
skimpy . The brood masses find their state of poverty
reaching intolerable levels. The masses are now tend-
ing to raise demands, olthough in an atomized and dis-
orgonized way, while the deepening of the crisis is

reducing the government and bourgeoisie’s maneuvering
room and possibility of gronting significant concessions
prucficu”y to zam.

Given the context of erisis, it is difficult to reestablish
the homogeneity and monalithism among the rling
classes that existed during the Medici regime. It is
equally difficult to reestablish unanimity around an eyen
more repressive regime representing an even greater
dominance of the technocrats and officers over the
state opparatus, On the contrary, the tendency s pre=
cisely one of the bourgeoisie (or at least some-sectors
of it, the landlords, big industrial national capital,
and sections of finonce capital) ottempting to recover
at least a part {if not all) of the exercise of political
power that hod been delegated to the officers and
technocrats, who are now demoralized by their Failure
and inability to bring the country out of the crisis, It

is extremely difficult for the anticommunist hysteria
pushed by some sectors {Dinorte Mariz, Jos€ Bonifocio,
and some of the major military chiek) o be able to
mativate and unite all the presently conflicting
bourgeois groups.

To moderate the growth of the MDB in these elections,
to turn them into o virtual formality; is part of Gelsel's
tactic, which is gimed at gaining enough time to make
his "détente” project prevail within the military estab-
lishment itself and to introduce some changes in the
focode of the regime, hopefully capable of prolonging
it existence for a few more yeors.

Concurrently, the mass movement has token some small
but significant steps toward recovery, The strikes,
work stoppoges, "slowdowns, " and protest demon=
strations which hod developed in the foctories, con-
struction sites, populor neighborhoods, and railways
even before 1974 are now proliferating. Significant
nuclei of trade-union oppasitions hove developed in
some of the largest and most industrialized states, while
at the same time a critical position toward the official
vnions and a recognition of the necestity of beginning
immediately to build independent orgoms — workers
commissions — in the foctories and nelghborhoods s
starting to take root among the most odvanced elements
of the workers vanguard,

The student movement, which hos alwoys cpposed the
military dictatorship, hos not abandoned fhis trodition
and hos even ployed e vanguard role in struggles ogainst
the dictatarship on many occasions. Since its virtual
paralysis during the yeors 1971-73, the student move~-
ment has reemerged in a combative manner, carrying
cut many protest actions oround the quality of education,
the lock of democratic rights in the universities and in
the country, the imprisonments and murders (for example
the reoction to the death of the joumalist Wladimir
Herzog), ogainst the “risk controcts. " The representa-
tive bodies of the movement are being reorganized and
strengthened and the government has been compelled

to recognize the free orgonizations of the students, asin
the case of the Central Student Birectory of fhe Uni-
versity of 580 Paulo,
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This radicalization of the student movement has now
spread to other sectors of the petty bourgesisie, such

as journalists and artists, while employees of the middle
layers (such as bank employees) are also showing signs
of recovery.

Without falling inte impressionism and crude voluntarism,
we may ossert that there is now motion in the mass
movement, Although it Is true that the movement re=
mains embryonic and atomized, suffering from an in-
adequate development of struggles, lock of links among
varicus struggles, and the lack of solid independent
trode-union orgonizations and a firmly bosed political
vanguard.

Tactics of revolutionary marxists during the
election campaign

This framewaork is decisive in formulating the toctics of
ravo lutionary Marxists during the electoral period. Be-
ginning frem the ossumpfion that is important to portic-
ipate in the electoral process, that the elections con-
stitute g significont event in notional political life,
what position should be odopted? Support the MDE

and inflict a great defeat on the dictatorship, or simply
gost blank ballots?

In our view neither of these two cholces represents an
adequate orientotion for the mass movement, either be-
couse they are incomect (support to the MDB) or be-
couse they are insufficient {call for a blank vote). Let
us look at each possibility,

The first alternative, support to the MDB in order to
inflict o defeat on the dictatorship, appears totally
false to us. As we hove olready pointed out, the MDB,
which capitalized on populor discontent in 1974, at no
time corstituted o consistent alternative for the anti=
dictatorship forces. The MDB was not even able to
corstitute (tself o a bourgecis anti-imperialist move-
ment, which at certain moments can and must be sup-
ported by a revolutionary Marxist organization (for
example the July 26 Movement in Cuba during its early
phase or the Basque nationalists in Spain). Although

the MDB s seen by the most right-wing sectors of the
ruling claosses a8 o focus of dissent, this orgonization is
nonetheless useful for a whole other sector of the bour-
geoisie and the armed forces led by Geisel, who rely on
it as a factor for neutralizing ond channeling popular
discantent into the framewark of the regime. As has been
demonstrated by its proctice throughout its existence,
both before ond after 1974, at no time hos the MDB
been o “genuine, authentic, and effective oppasition,”
Mor has it been copable of turning itself into @ “stronger
democratic party, " which is what was desired by some
honast but confused sectors of the MDB, such as the
people who signed the May 29, 1976, manifesto of
Parte Alegre.

Obviously, no serious and non-sectarian revolutionary
with a minimum of sensitivity would refuse to recognize
thot some sectors of the MDB, mainly emeng the rank-
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and=file warkers and youth, are sincerely committed

to a perspective of struggle against the dictatorship.
Mor do revolutionaries ignore the fact that these sectors’
attachment to the MDB is primarily the result of the de=-
feat suffered by the revalutionary organizations be=
ginning in 1968, the failure of militarist adventures,
anrd the lack of an organic alternative with a solid
notional bate and recognized by broad layers of workers
in the cities and the countryside as well as by the other
exploited secton as their own political organization. It
is precisely this weakness of the left that occounts for
the fact that many old vanguard militants as well os a
whole genaration that is just now undergoing its First
political experience see the MDB os an alternative
party.

This obsarvation poses some important tactical problems
for revolutionory Morxists. Recognizing that because of
the weakness of the revelutionary pale these sectars will
continue to undergo palitical experience in the MDB,
we must odopt a tactic that enables Ussimultanecusly
te work together with these sectors, constantly calling
for unity in action with them (for example, during
student and workers' mobilizations, for compeaigns
against the crimes of the dictotorship, in defense of the
popular vote and ogalnst the removal of opposition
deputies, etc.) and to compel them to rodicalize in-
ereasingly in the direction of a definitive break with
the MDB. In order for this work to be consistent, in
order to be able to correctly channel the full potential
for combativity that exists among many of the popular
militants of the MDB, revol utionary Marxists must,
beginnin.g r?ghf now, maintain their arganic and pro-
grammatic independence, which will enable them to
capitalize on the future bregks that will inevitably
occur in the MDB. This means implanting the revolu-
tionary organization in the basic sectors of the mass
movement, independent of any and every link with or
subordination to the MDB, without postponing the
formation of such o revolutionary organization to the
future, Whatever the importance of regional specifi-
cities, the existence of mare combative MDB rank and
file militants in this or that region, this must be our
fundamental erientation,

What revolutionary Marxists cannot accept — even at
the risk of being called purists, sectarians, comspirators,
incapable of palitical action, etc. = s, in the nome
of working with the MDB rank and file inorder to in-
fluence them, to take a conciliatory attitude toward
the MDB's vacillations-or te feed {llusions in the
possibility of this party's being able to represent, even
episodically, o genuine opposition to the dictatorship
or in the possibility of tromsforming it into o genuinely
papular party in the future. These sorts of illusions in
the democratic or progressive character of the liberal
bourgeoisie have been paid for by innumerable defeats
for the Brazilion workers,

For us, the MDB is a bourgeois party. This charocter
derives from its origin (it was created in 1945 an the
basls of o decision of the victorious dictatorship itself),
its programmatic proposals (which have never gone be-



yond the limits of the redemocratization of the country
and have never comidared any trorsformation of society),
by ifs social compasition, ity leodership, and above all
its political proctice.

The MDB is working along with significant sectors of
the marginalized bourgesisie, oftempting to represent
it In its struggle for survival ogainst the attacks of
menopoly capital, especially international monopaly
capital. It is also trying to base itself on the moss
movement in order to obtain greater economic and
political concessions from imperialism and the allied
national big bourgecisie.

Mor does the claim that a greater penstration Into

some popular sectors could be achieved through the

MDB have any validity in these elections. As we have
seen, the recovery of the mass movement has its own
dynamic, which unfolds independent of the action or
participation of the MDB, and this offers revolutionaries
a framework for intervention enabling them to maintain
their indepandance of this party. The tactical concession
of supporting the MDB in order to penetrate ifs rank

and file is not justified.

In view of this, the position of revolutionary Marxisrs
during these elections Is to give no electoral support
on any pretext to the MDB as a political party, nor to
any of its "progressive” condidates, the members of ity
"autentico" wing, who are more closely identified with
some popu lor sectors but who attemp? to channel popular
discontent into solutions of o parliomentary/electoralist
type, urging their ranks to have confidence in the
MDB or its left wing as a political alternative. Full
solidarity with the rank and file and militants of the
MDB who ore persecuted, beaten, and tortured by the
dictatorship; constantly call for united ection with the
popular rank and File of the MDB around objectives in
the interests of the workers and the oppressed; try to
convince them to abondon this party, while never
supporting it ourselves — that is the position of re-
valutionary Marxists.

Mor do we belisve thot the second alternative — that
of simply casting blank ballots — offers o better
orientation to the mass movement and vanguard mili=
tants, for it ako folls into an electoralist deviation: it
limite the orientation to the electoral period, "Vote
blank" instead of “vote MDB" does not respond to the
most buming problems felt by the masses,

Our proposal is to transform this electoral compaign
into a broad campaign to denounce the dictatorship
through an active boycott of the elections, through the
struggle for democratic rights and for roising the liv=
ing standords of the maosses. We must agitate offersively
anrd propose in practice the creation of independent
organizations of the workers and students; we must de-
mand the right to strike, freedom for political parties,
the holding of free and direct elections, and the con=-
vocation of a constituent msembly elected by universal
suffroge ond secret ballot with the participation of all
the popular parties.

The struggle for democratic rights, beginning from the
most Immediate problems felt by the broad masses, can,
If it cssumes a revolutionary dynamic, lead the mosies
to become comscious of their political oppression
given the lack of liberty and can show them the
necessity of creating their awn free trade unions, the
embryonic gems of power, and of overthrowing the
dictatorship and moving foward the establishment of o
workers and peosants govemment in Brazil.

The struggle for democratic rights is the means by which
the workers, echaing the needs and aspirations of all
the oppressed of the nation, will themselves become
capable of developing o political consciousness that
goes beyond the limits of economism, It is not o matter
of an obstroct stage to be achieved, after which condi-
tions will be created whereby the workers and their
allles will form their own political parties, their awn
independent unions, and so on.,

Revelutionary Marxists believe that this must be the
real tactical oxis during the election compalan, the
blonk vote emerging at o consequence of this pesition.

With this aim, we call upon the workens and pecple's
srganizations, the various revolutionary nuclel that
exist in the country, the trade-union and Christian
oppositions, and the other oraanizations of the work-
ing class, the student movement and jts asssciations,
ond the groups that are fighting, inside and cutside the
MDB, for the revelutionary conquest of democratic
rights and for raising of the living standards of the
masses to support this propesal, prometing unity in
oction wherever possible and trarsforming the electoral
process into o gigantic strugale for democratic rights
and for deferse of the most immediate interests of the
brood mosses.

Brazil, July 1976
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The results of the municipal elections of November 15
confirmed the predictions of our Brazilian comrades,
The MDB won in the maojor cities, |t took 7096 of the
vote in Rio de Janeiro, 65% in Porta Alegre, &0% in
Sao Poulo, and 573 in Balo Horizonte, Tha MDB held
the leod in eighteen of the thirty=two cities with more
than 100,000 inhabitants. |ts only important defeat ce-
curred in Recife in tha northeast. A awhole, the
MDB's vote rose from 14% of the total in the munici-
pal elections of 1972 to 38% in 1976.

The "majority” of the vote won by ARENA on a notional
scale was the clear result of fraud, intimidation, and
terror, used by the dictatorship on o grand scale, The
decline in the MDB vote in the small cities compared
with the legislative elections of 1974 was the result of
both pressure and the spectacular rise in the number of
blank ballots cast, especially in the states of &0 Pou-
lo and Rio Gronde do Sul.

MNovember 24, 1976



LAIADAA:
KAUNDA

by JOHN BLAR

"l expact a greot improvement in our economic
situation next vear, " said President Kenneth Kounda
on October 18 ot the opening of the Kawambwa teq
foctory. "l can’t pretend, and | cannot mince words,
becouse the picture before me in the tregsury shows
that hard times lie aheod of our country, " said Minister
of Finance John Mwanakatwe speaking on Zambia
Television on Ocrober 17,

Respite the optimism of Kounda's statement a quick
glance at o few key statistics (see tobles) will demon=
strate that Mwanakeatwe was being a good deal more
honest than his boss on the prospects for the Zambian
gconomy in the coming period, At me predicted a year
ago,” the recovery of the imperialist economies which
began in a stuttering foshion in late 1975 has not been
of sufficient dynomism to promote a commodity price
boom equivalent to that of 1973-74, IF aceount is
taken of the 209 devaluation of the kwacha last July,
we find that the price of copper in October 1976 was
approximately equivalent to the disastrous average for
1975, If devaluation were to hove any real effect it
would have had to be reflected in significantly higher
prices over a long period of time. In foct, for o number
of regsons (which include the chronically ailing stote
of the pound sterling, in which all tramsoctions are
cenducted), the kwiacha value of Zambia's copper is

now back ta what It wos immediately before devaluation.

*See "Zambia — Humanist Rhetoric, Capitalist
Reality" (Africa in Struggle Pamphlet No. 1, available
from Red Books, %7 Coledonion Rood, London NI,
30p) .
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Copper Prices per Ton for Wire Bars (London Metal
Exchange) — (in kwacha; K2, 50=US81)

1973 (average) 1,155
1974 (average) 1,325
1975 (averoge) 7594
1976 (average Jonuary=-June) 897
1978 { August)® 1,300
1576 { September) 1,155
1978 (mid=October) 1,002

* The kwocha wos devalued by 2086 on July 8, 1976,

Balance of Payments on Current Account
{in millions of kwacha)

1972 -148 .8
1973 +93.4
1974 +48.5
1975 -393.0

Mote: Total exports in 1975 were K510 million .

MNor would the return of copper prices to their 1974
levels recreate the heody conditions of the first part of
that year. The cost of copper production mse 37% be-
twean 1975 and 1976, This figure connat inc lude the
full effects of devaluation, which will become apparent
only as higher costs of imported equipment and labor
begin to make themselves felt in the account books. In
oddition, it has been found necessary to take further
costly measures to try fo stem the cutflow of expoetriate
labor, The turnover of the latter now stands at the
quite uneconomic level of 37% per year and the labor
force it less than 4, 000 instead of the 5,000 considered
necessary for maximum efficiency. In an attempt to
reverse the trend, the new woge agreemant for the
mines, in effect o of November, guorantees expatriates
a yeaorly gratuity of K2,000, in oddition to their basic
wages, payable externally and not subject to income
rax.,

Previously, gratuities were calculated ot 25% of gross
earnings over a minimum contract period of two years
and were ligble to tax. Since few expatriates earn
more than K8,000 a year (which is more than seven times
the average Zambian wage), the effect of this award
will be to greatly odd to mining companies' expendi-
tures and to the "remittances" section of the minus side
on the balance of payments. In 1974 "private transfers”
— which consist almost entirely of foreign currency
purchases by Zambia's 34, 000-strong expatrigte labor
force — amounted to K84.5 million, more than 109 of
the income from copper sales (KB38 million). In 1575,
for which Ffigures are naot yet available, it is certain
that these transfers rose fo ot least 2096 of the total
copper sales of K471 million. The new incentives will
further increase the part played by this cost in the
future, But given the current international competition



for such technical staff, it is likely that the new in-
centives will still not solve this problem,

Zambia's desperate financial situation, which has led
to lengthy delays in the payment of imparters’ bills and
in some case a consequent complete cessotion of
suppligs, has found willing creditors over the past year
in the capitalist countries whose aim is to cement the
position of their most important bulwark in central
Africa. Thus, in August ond September there were
announcemants of a K50 millien loan from the EEC,
K24 million from the U.5.-controlled World Bonk,

ond K12 million in U.5. foreign aid. Zambia's in=
debtedness to such donors is reflected in its foreign
palicy, as we shall see,

In the meantime, a constont feature of govemment
statements during the past two years has been the need
to redress the imbalance of the economy through o re-
vival of the agriculturgl sector, Indeed, the more
fanciful government represantatives have suggested
that wheat, beef, sugar, etc, should eventually reploce
copper e the country's most important export earner,
&5 yet their words have failed to show ony tangible
result and the picture of stagnation described in the
pomphlet referred to above remains unchenged, There
is now much talk of this year's 7 millien bag commercial
maize harvest (1 bag = %0 kilogroms}. But this is a
crop which is subject to extreme fluctuations coused by
weather and disemse (for example, the 1570 harvest
wos 1,388,000 bogs; in 1972 it was &, 367 000). It is
certain that this "achievement" will make little
difference in the prevailing situation, under which
more than 9056 of export earnings derive from copper
sales, Further, in the absence of any significant
development in other fields, the maize horvest will
not chonge the situation of 1974-75, whan 405 of
satail food was imported.

Finally, it should be emphosized that the post year hos
srengthened the conclusion drown in our pamphlet
that Zambia hos totally failed in its efforts to develop
import substitution manufocturing industry, In foct,
employment in that sector remained virtually stognant
through the years of the latest copper baom (December
1572:; 39, 360; lune 1974: 40,820, The most recent
news of layoffs indicates a significant decline in em=
ployment here. Many foctories have laid off workers
due to the prevailing shortage of foreign exchange for
essential plant maintenance ond raw material inputs.

All these trends confirm our analysis of the impasse
reached by government attempts to breok away from
Zambia's role o an insignificant part of the southemn
Africon sub-sector of the imperialist world. They are
reflected in the desperate current attempts of the
government to advance a "settlement” in southemn
Africa that would "excuse™ Zambia's full reintegration
into this economic system,

Wages and the mines
s the key sector of the economy and the employer of
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remain the central indicator (ond to some extent the
determinant] of the position of the entire working
population. The results of the recent "negotiotions”
conducted between the MUZ (Mineworkers' Union of
Zambia) and the two 5156 state-controlled companies,
RCM and NCCM, are just becoming public knowledge,
Significantly, the content of the new agreement hes
been allowed to filter cut  bit by bit rather than

being issved in o single announcement. The object is
presumably to aveid any kind of militent reaction to
their obysmal content, Below we statistically describe
the effect on real woges of this and previcus ogreements
dating bock te 1970 an a representative group of miners:
the lowest grode of surface worker, Since no official
statistics on cost of living increases are available be-
yond August 1975, we have projected our figures by
using the rote of increcse for the First months of 1973,
which gives an annual rate of increase of 159, This
extrapelation 1s almest certain to lead to o conservative
estimate of current and future situation. As justification
for this we may cite the stotement of Government
Minister Alexander Chikwanda in the October 1976
issue of the mogazine African Development (special
supplement on Zambial: "The internationally induced
pressure on the internal price structure is calamitous.
For a long time we have held prices even of things we
imported at constantly higher prices at the same level
to keep the cost of living of our lowest income social
groups bearable. . . .Now the inflation flood gates
can no longer be kept in check . "

Wages needed to keep
pace with official low
income index and pro=

Menthly  jection of 1550 increase
Wages per year in the future
1570 K54.50 ====
1975 Ks4,50 K79.45
1976 Movember K70.50 K%1.57
1977 Movember  K77.60 K105.07

1978 November  Renego- K120.82

tiation date

The wage statistics omply demonstrate that real wages
in the mining sector have olreody undergone o sub-
stantial decline and will continue to decline for the
next two years, The question it not whether but when
the strongest section of the working class will react
against an agreement in the course of whose opplication
their living standards will fall to 509 of 1970 levels,

Up to now there are no signs of an organized resistance.
This Is not surprising in o tituation In which union
officialdom is in no effective way responsible te the
ronk and file. As of now, mass meetings have been
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of the new agreement relating to a slight improvement
in the conditions of granting retiremant benefit to sick
employess and to an improvement in terms for the
granting of loans for purchasing bicycles and motor
bicycles, But at these meetings union officials have
refrained from explaining the details of the pay agree-
ment (despite the fact they have been published in the
natisnal press), on the grounds that they are still sub-
Ject to final gavernment approval. It fs thus clear that
they intend to Introduce the sweet before the sour fo
duflect any reaction.

One encouraging sign that the miners retain some
tradition of militancy came in their reoction to a
government propasal whereby candidates for election
to any official post within the trode-union movement
would be subject to opproval by the Central Committee
of the ruling party, the United Mational Independence
party (UNIP), 1t was explained that in a "ene-party
state” such a step we both logical and necessary in
order thot the workers be protected from becoming the
pawrs of self<seeking careerists and insteod be guaran-
teed representation by dedicoted servants of the nationl
Reaction to this attempt at eliminating the last remain-
ing vestigas of trode-union freedom wos violent, A
meeating of 8,000 miners in the copperbelt center of
Kitwe sow speaker after specker denounce the prapesal
as an insult to the intelligence of the workers and an
unprecedented intrusion on their freedom to elect whom
they wished os representotives. After this single meet-
ing the govemment, cleorly fearing any further demon=
strations of opposition, backed down, explaining that
the directive would in fact be limited to lecdership
elections In the ZCTU (£Lombia Congress of Trades
Uriors), a body which is already a de facto govern-
ment argan,

It I8 to be hoped that the reaction shown in this instance
on the question of representation will be imitated in the
future in the beginnings of the arganization of o fight
against government's wage cutting policy.

Government and Party

The past period has seen a noticeable weakening of the
pasition of the small clique that effectivaly rules Zombia
through its government and sole legal political party,
As wa have stressed before, the latter hos long since
ceased to be any kind of mass party. Rather it consists
almost exelusively of government officials and aspirants
to office. The latest evidence of its decline come dur-
ing the copperbelt regional conference Tn September,
when it was revealed that the party hod signed up

only 32,000 memben out of an eligible population of
more than ore millien,

Far more serious than the loss of its moss bose, however,
is that the UNIP leadenhip itself shows every sign of
disintegrotion. In the past period we have seen:

1} The demotion of the most copable of Zambin's
younger generation of politicians, Vemon Mwaanaa,
from his post of foreign secretary to o ploce on the
Central Committes and o few months later his exit from
politics to become chief executive of Lonrho in Zambig;
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2) The sudden demise of Mwoonga's successor, Rupiah
Banda, who was reportedly excused from duties to go on
“study leave" in Britain. In fact, it is well known that
Barsda hod been exposed os hoving acquired personal
property Far in excess of that stipuloted by the "leader-
ship code”;

3) The socking of Siketa Wina, long-time Central
Committes member, on the grounds that he hod sup-
pasedly failed to devote his full attention to his job
— no doubt because his attention was rather more
occupied by his extensive business interests;

4) The recent removal to East Germany on study leave
of Sefelino Mulenga, minister of lands, natural resources,
ard tourism, Mulenga hod just become invalved ina
bitter public argument with the Law Assaciotion of
Zombla, whoss president wos occusing him of hoving
used his position to secure grants of land for his own
personal friends;

5) The arrest for embezzlement of the governor of
the Bank of Zaombia, Bitwell Kalwanl, who is said to
have diverted hundreds of thousands of kwacha to his
own pocket.

All these cases and the hundreds of others which pro-
bably exist but hove not yet been uncovered are
evidence of the extreme insecurity felt by the govern-
ing group in a neocolonial state like Zombia. The state
capitalist bureaucrocy whese contrel of the state
machine itself is its only security is desperate to ocquire
wealth to insure irelf ogainst the future and become an
independent bourgeoisie in its own right. To achieve
these ends it aottempts to enrich ilself ot every possible
opportunity. Thus the attempts of Kounda, and

similarly of Nyerere in Tanzania, to cover up this
process through promulgating o "leadenhip code"; thus
also the inevitability of o least some government leaders’
falling victim to rules whose exisience is required 1o
ensure the credibility ond therefore the continuity of
the whole system.

The hemorrhoge of talented leodership in this fashion
and the effective raduction of the ruling group to a tiny
number of Kaunda's most intimate associates have been
important factors in the recent attempls to reintegrote
the remnants of the most serious split to have token
place within UNIP, that of the UPP under Simen
Kapwepwe (former vice-president] in 1971, This party,
which included men lTke Valentine Musakanya, ex-
governor of the Bonk of Zambia, and John Chisata, ex-
leader of the MUZ, temgorarily won considerable sup=-
port, especially in the copperbelt, This was not be-
couse It offered any real altemative program to that

of UNIP, but becouse its very existence was a magnet
for all discontent. The UPP was squashed by detentions
ond the decloration of the one-party state in 1972, But
it hes retained a certain prestige and even orgonization
throughout the subsequent period. Aware of this, the
government has initioted a series of secret negotiations
conducted by Home Secretary Aaren Milner with
Kopwepwe and other leaders. The aim was to reintegrate
them into government. In this way not only would the
latter's leadership gain sorely needed reinforcements,
but a potential orgonizer of discontented elements
would be eliminated.
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%a far thess attempts have failed, becaouse the remnants
of UPP recognize that their scatterad following would
be completely lost in the process, The continued failure,
however, serves only to strengthen the feeling of
vulnerability among the Kaunda clique.

Another "running sore” in the Flesh of the regime is the
situation in Marth Western Province. A group of armed
men known as the "Mushala Gang" have been operating
in the province for more than a yeor now, making
sporadic attacks on government offices, trucks, etc.
Mushala himself is known to have been one of o group
of malcontents enticed inte Mamibia in 1973 by South
Africon agents, There they underwent military training
in order to couse disruption in the western part of Zombia.
A number of them were subsequently captured, but
Mushala's grouping, which appears to have passed
through the eamstern part of then war-torn Angola, has
o for escoped, despite o major military cperation
lounched to hunt them down. Undoubtedly they have
received support from the local population in an area
which does not even have a paved rood across its 600
kilometer breodth and whose pessantry comstitutes one
of the most deprived sections of the Zombion population.
Some army ond police casualties have been reparted,
but information from the Ndola Central Hospital, the
nearest reception point for deod ond wounded, suggests
that these have been far greater than publicly acknow-
fedged. |t is abso said that UNIP Secretary General
Grey Zulu's recent return after one day from a pro-
jected ten—day tour of the province wes a result of the
fact that his official convoy came under armed attack
s it moved westward from Solwezi, the provincial
capital,

At the very least, the fact thot o massive police and
military operation hos failed to round up o gong whaose
number is now officially said to be only seven men is

a very clear sign of the tenuous hold of the government
over the populoce of this area,

The student sector

The government's extreme semsitivity to any apparent
threat was amply demarstrated by the closure of the
University of Zambia at the beginning of February this
year following a three-week campaign by the mass of
students in solidarity with the MPLA in the Angolan
civil war and in opposition to Zambia's collaboration
with the FMNLA and UNITA, covered diplomatically
through Its advocacy of o "government of national
union” in Angola, The January-February demonstrations,
which also invelved other sactions of Lusaka's students,
were the high point to date of activity by a group which
hes corsistently resisted integration into the government's
plans, They were encouraged by the existence, in the
Frantz Fanon Soclety, of o group of militants who weare
beginning to gropple with Marxism and to apply this
philosophy to an analysis of Zambian society itself.
Without doubt, the sudden closure of the univesity

was partly motivated by government's fear that this
element might begin to try to extend the compaign be-

yond the demand for solidarity with MPLA to the domestic
political arena, where a series of price rises ot the end
of Jonuary hod provided combustible potential for o
campaign among workers.

The closure was occompanied by the detention of
seventeen students and five lecturers, Four of the latter;
who were expatriates, were subsequently released and
deported; fifteen of the students were finally released
last month. Inevitably, given the low political level
among the overwhelming majority of students, the re-
spening of the university in June sow o decline in
radical activity. But the continued anti-government
mood of the students was reflected in October 1976

in the unanimous decision of the National Union of
Students delegate conference to reject affiliation to the
UNIP Youth Brigode despite the exertion of numerous
pressures on it to accept this. For many years the govern-
ment hes sought to gain a presence on the University of
Zombio compus and at other institutions of higher
education through the cpening of party branches; but
these have been unanimously resisted, a pattern which
appears likely to continue,

There is no doubt that the student population will re=
main fertile ground for revolutionary cgitation. The
possibilities for conducting this will be enormously
impraved by the unfolding struggles in seuthern Africa
in respect of which the Kaunda government remains
deeply compromised by its actions. IF it s possible to
convince students of the need ta link their agitation

to the discontent of an increasingly disaffected working
class, they will play o key role in stimulating real mass
struggle in the future.

Foreign affairs

As Zambia's vulnerability to the effects of recession
and dependence on loars from the imperialist economies
increases, so too does the government’s desperate need
for o "sattlement” in southern Africa. Hence the cries
of delight at the arrival of Kisinger, Kaunda's
tears upon welcoming Kissinger's Luscka statement lost
april os opening a new phase in U.5, policy in the
region, and the readiness to do everything possible to
encourage the success of Kissinger's most recent
mission.

MNor should one be surprised by the so-called front-line
presidents' apparent rejection of the Kissinger-Smith
sgreement of September and their reaffirmed commit=-
ment to armed struggle in Rhodesia, In reality, their
present attitude is determined by the fact that it s
quite clear that no Zimbabwean nationalist (even the
most compromised, like Nkomo) could occept o deal
that involves leaving control of the militory and police
in the hands of the Smith-government. Hence the pro-
posal now being raised by Zambia, Tanzaenis, and most
sections of the nationalist movement: that the British
should be called upon to play a central role by "re-
establishing their legal position s the colonial power
ond themselves conducting o peoceful transition to
independence, " They hope in this way to provide an
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alternative to renewed armed struggle if the talks bredk
down over Smith's Irsisterce on malntaining contral of
the repressive apparatus, 1t is truly ironic to listen to
supposed fighters agaimst colonialism calling on Britain
to "re~ossume its colonial responsibilities, " But there
is no doubt that for Zambia in particular this move
would be in the government's immediate best interest:

1) It would enchle an immediate re~opening of the
border and resumption of trading links with Rhodesia,
which before Smith's dec loration of "independence”
previded 4086 of imports, os well as opening the
shortest and checpest rail link fo the sea of Beira.

211t would ba the most reliakle wdy of assuming un-
interrupted progress foword neocolonial rule in
Limbobwe. Thus, it would ovoid the danger inevitably

involved in a renewed upsurge of the armed strugg le:
that the mass mobilization necessary to emsure success
would go beyond notionalist demands and assume an
anti-copitalist dimension, Even were this not to happen
in Zimbobwe itself, it is certain that the imperialists
and their neocolonial agents fear the exemplary effect
of any massive struggles in that country on the masses
of South Africa iself,

Exposure of the motivation behind the current line of
Zambia's government on this issue i1 a cenfraol task of
revolutionaries in the coming period, because it ploces
an unguestionable identity upon the class noture of the
regime,
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TUDENTS

On the moming of November 12 some 700 armed police
invoded the Perodeniya campus of Ceylon University
and opened fire on about 1,000 unarmed students,
killing one and seriously wounding sixty-two, At least
five people are missing and 1t s feared that the police
may hove killed them ond secretly buried the bodies,
Mass anger grew by the hour in the woke of the
thootings, with many workers going on strike. The
members of the Jonotha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)
imprisoned since the repression of 1971 declored a two-
day hunger strike to protest the police attack. Student
strikes continued to spreod,

Ceylon University hod been in crisis for naarly twae
months. The workers, teaching staff, and students

hod been demanding that the government remove the
president of the Perodeniya compus and shelve the
"university amendment bill, " The president of
Perodeniya compus, o close associote of Prime

Minister Sirimave Bandaranaike, ho earned the wrath
of the students ond staff becouse of his authoritarian
rule, Even a government-appointed commission had
recommended his removal, but the regime paid no heed.
The university amendmert bill seeks fo eliminate what
little remains of acodemic freedom and to transform the
university into an institution under open government
contrel, The bill hos been opposed by teachers, workers,
and students, and there were even differences over it
within the government itself, which temporarily with=
draw its presentation to tha Stote Assembly, In -E-'E'l'l}l'
Movember the university staff hod gone on strike in
support of its demands, which included remaval of the
compus president,

The president responded to the strike by ondering the
campus closed, the third such order in two months, The
students opposed the closure, which in addition to
disrupting their studies also places financial burders on
students who come from far away places and are forced
to go home when the university closes. On MNovember
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ROHAN WIJEWEERA
imprisoned JVP leader



11 o delegation of students went to discuss the guestion
with the president, who refused to moke any concession,
even opposing the students' remaining in the residence
halls ot their own expense .

The students then decided to stage o non-viclent protest,
holding a sit-down in front of the Senate building on
campus. The police came and surrounded the students,
who refused to be provoked and carried on their peace-
ful protest. The following morming, MNovember 12,
those students who hod chosen to go home begon arriv-
ing of the Senate building to collect the 10 rupees
customarily advanced them to allow them to go home .
About a thousand students had arrived by 7:00 in the
marning and were peacefully lining up when the police
suddenly lounched o teor~gas attack against them, The
tear gas was followed by bullets. The police chased the
students into the halls of residence and continued the
attack, killing one student. OF the sixty=two wounded,
bwenty-seven were women and several were Buddhist
mornks ,

The response to the unprovoked police attock began on
MNovember 12 itself, when the workers of Thulhirlya
Textile Factory went on strike in solidarity with the
students. Policemen patrolling the streets near the
university were chased oway by ongry residents. The
government dispatched two top ministers — Communist
party member Pieter Keunaman and 5ri Lanka Freedom
porty member Hector Kobbekaduwa — on a "fact
finding" mission. The climate of hostility toward the
police was so Intense that even Anura Bandoranaike, the
prime minister's son, issued o statement expressing
sympathy with the students. Finally, on Movember 16
the cabinet announced the removal of the president of
Perodeniya campus from his post. The government alio
promised to appoint o commission of inquiry into the
killing. But the students are not satisfied.,

The student union of Ceylon University called a meet-
ing of all trode unions and student arganizations for

Movember 15, Many unioms attended — Including the
Ceylon Mercantile Union, the Bank Employees' Union,
various unions contralled by the Communist party, and
other uniors controlled by the Lanke Sama Semaje

party (L35P] — ond decided to organize o day of oction
inclding a general strike. The students have demanded
the resignation of the minister and junior minister (a

CP member} from their posts, the revocation of the
"state of emeraency” that hos been in effect since 1971,
and the punishment of all those responsible for the
ossoult on the university. The CP-domingted unjons
tried to assign resporsibility for the shootings to the
ClA but were met with eriticism from the students, The
students also read out a letter sent by Rohanna Wijewsera,
one of the major leaders of the VP, and other political
pritoners who hod organized the hunger sirike. The
letter demanded the resignation of the governmant and
called upon all secialists and left-minded people to
launch a struggle ogainst the brutal cepitalist regime.

The mevement ogainst the government hos begun 1o
spreod for and wide. A number of unions hove issued
statements of support and pledged to come out for the
doy of oction. Students have gore on strike ot Nalanda
College and Dharmasoka College as well o5 other
universities; the Jaffna and Vidyodaye compuses have
also walked oul,

Cn November 14 a moss rolly waos organized by ten
unions” calling for the obrogation of the state of
amergancy. The meeting wos also oddressed by a re=
presentative of the students' union and adopted a
resalution in support of the day of oction. The govern-
ment is ¢learly in trouble, facing very deep rosentment
at the cavalier manner in which it vses armed police o
suppress even the smallest protest, This resentment i

ar expression of the occumulated anger of the workers,
who themselves have been the victinms of armed govern-
ment intimidation at the Wellawatte Spinning and
Weaving Mills, the Thulhiriya Textile Mills, and other
places. (See INPRECOR, Mo, 49, April 15, 1974.)
On eoch occasion the government has attempted to

see how far it could go before provioking too great a
response. This time it has clearly gone-too for and may
have helped to spark off a campaign thot could
ultimately sweep it out of office. There are alrsady signs
that the moss movement is reaching levels unottained

in years. On MNovember 26 half a million workers (ac-
cording to o Reuters dispatch) went on strike for twenty=
Four hours in the tea and rubber plantations and the
banks to demand on end to the state of emergency. The
government hos since closed down the country's six
universities.

*The organizations sponsoring the meeting were: Ceylon
Bank Employees' Union, Ceylon Estate Staffs' Union,
Central Council of Ceylon Trade Unions, Federation

of Tomil Trade Unjors, Public Service Technical

Officers Trode Union Federation, Ceylon Mecantile
Union, Ceylon Trade Union Federation, Ceylon Workers'
Congress, Union of Post and Telecommunications Officers,
Independent Harbour Workers' Union.
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contd. from pg.40

"The So-MNgat Chaloryu fascist warlord clique looks
big and powerful from the outside, but it is weak in-
side. . . .Unsolvable conflicts within the cligue still
exist, . . and finally they will meet o shameful end
like the defeated reoctionary power-holding closs in
the neighboring countries who served the imperialists,
feudalists, ond bureoucratic copitalists. . . .

"The Thal youths, schoolchildren, and students hod
been peacefully struggling for independence aond
democracy and for the welfare of our paor fratemal
people within the framework of the constitution and
the country's laws, despite the Foct that our friends
who share the some destiny with us hod been barbarously
terrorized, detoined, and killed one affer another,
But we patiently continued to resart to peoceful means
to carry out our struggle in the hope that cur honesty,
sincerity, and good intentions toward the country and
people would make the recctionary ruling closs aware
of its crimes and would make them turn to solving the
prablems of independence, democracy, and the

living conditiors of the paor, . . .But cur peaceful
means have been rewarded with grenades and hails of
bullets. . . .We roised our empty hands to call For
justice, but whot we received coused losses of blood
ond lives, . . .The lessons we learned with much blood
ond many lives clearly pointout to us that national
independence and democracy cannot be gained by
reform methods under this decadent and unjust

society. . . .

*Dur people have no other aption but to comsolidate
their forces to uproot this ectionary state power and
ertablish the new revalutionary state power of the
pesple. . . .State power is the torpet of every revalu-
tionary struggle. . . .Past experience teaches us that
we cannot defeat the enemy with our bare honds, nor
zon we solve the problems of independence, democracy,
ond social justice. We have unequivecally drawn the
canclusion that because the enemy has guns we must
obo have guns. . . .The conflict betweean cur people
ard the reactionary ruling class — the big londlords,
copitalists, and U. 5, imperialists — can be really
settled only by people's war, . . .

*Since Thailard, judaing from its social characteristics,
is a semiceloniol and semifeuvdalist country, the sell-
out landlords and capitalists have gothered the od-
ministrative power only in the capital, where they
happily reside. They hove robbed ond left the masses
of people in the rwral areas in poverty, hardship, and
bockwordness. Their reactionory state power hos cities
s its fortresses, but it 1s weak in the rurol orecs.
Therefore, in order to lounch the armed strugale
against the eremy, the people must use the rural arcas
@ the places to build up ond expand our forces, based
on millions of farmers, to build & worker-farmer al-
liance, extensively corsolidate forces, follow the
path of using the rural areas to encircle and finally
seize the cities and resort to armed struggle os the

~ main struggle to coordinate with the other forms of

struggle, while the struggle in the cities must co-

edinate with the struggle in the rural arees. . . .,

"We are willing to join with the people of various
strata, groups, and those who cherish the nation and
democracy, whether or not they are membars of any
political party, to struggle to drive the U.5. imperial-
ists out of Thailand, overthrow the fascist warlond
clique and its puppet government, and to estohlish the
government of the people, . , ."
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On Novambar 10, 1976, o statement was issued by two
workers who hod disoppeared more than a year ago affer
one hod been the victim of an attempted ossassination.,
They are Therd Pom Jaidii (of the hotel workers union)
and Prosit Chaiyoo (of the textile warkers). The state-
ment was broodeast by Voice of the Thai Paople en
MNovember 20 ond ogoin on November 21,

"To the workers, employees, and lower-level function-
aries, and to all those struagling for democrocy and
justice,

", + . .The junta has destroyed the spirit of October
14, 1973 (date of the student uprising) . Our three-
year struggle in the foctories has been threatened,
crushed, and betrayed by the watchdogs of national
and foreign monapely eapital. . . Cur brother
workers. . ., represent the creative force of the
economy and society, . . [but) we ore condemned o
a miseroble life of poverty and hunger, . . .The only
maars we have of defending ourselves s the strike,
We hove used this means in respect for the low, their
low. . . But the workers who hove gone on strike
peocefully have faced the gongster attacks of the
"Wild Buffaloes' and the MNawapon (two far-right para-
military groups). . . .Armed police and special anti-
riot forces hove brutally osaulted the workers, . . .
Today the only weapon we hod to demand justice,

the strike, hat been declared illegal by the junta.

® F

"Workers , employees, and lower=level functionaries,
unite resolutely in each foctory, in each branch of
industry, and fight in each fectory and branch to re-
sist the attocks of the right. Seek out ond dencunce
the spies and froitors whe have infiltrated the workers
movement. . . .Do not let yourselves be divided

« + o« o There s no way out except political struggle

to overthrow the fascist government of the far right,
which is prepared to sall out the country. There is no
other way exceptto unite, , . with the peasanis

« + « «The victory of the people will never be won
through trickery or through peaceful struggle accord-
ing to the rules laid down by the enemy. , . ,We must
follow the rood to the seizure of power with arms. . , .

"Revalutionary people's war has now broken out through-
out the country, . . .We, the working class, have o
central role to play In the revelution, Histery hos

placed on the shoulders of our class the glorious task

of liberating humanity. We must corry on until

vietery, .. ." 0
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RESISTANGE

MILITARY JUNTA
BROADENS

We are publishing below excerpts of two documenis on
the activity of the resistonce to the new militery dictator=
ship in Thoilond. Both were broodcast by the rodio
station of the Thoi Communist party, the "Voice of the
Thai People. " They are important and significant in

more than one respect, The signers include some of the
major leaders of the students and workers movements
during the past several years. They have come forward

as the animatars of the urban most movement and, of
least d,_;|i'|ng the ]‘;l&r'lud 15’?2—?3, waere ol members of
the CF. Many of them went underground aofter the First
wove of murders commithed b}- the Far I.IghT; athers left

far Loos or the irsurrectional zonesibfter the October

& coup, Their stalement, along with that of former
leaders of the Thai Socialist party, which wos ako
broadeast by Voice of the Thal People, testifies to the
current broadening of the armed resistance to the regime,

The Thai CP has indicated the importance it attoches '
ta these statemants by broodeasting them several times,
somatimes slowly encugh o ollow listeners to recopy
them. The tramcriptions we ore using here were mode
from such broodcasts and sent to us. (It should be noted
that the transliteration of Thai nomes may vary widely;)

The first statement, issuved by seven former student
leaders, was dated October 14, It was broodcost by
Veice of the Thai People on October 31 and ogoin on
MNovember 1. |t wos signed by: Seksan Prosertiul,

one of the main leoders of the October 1973 uprising
and o leader of the Federation of |ndependent Students
of Thailand (FIST) and loter of the workers movement;
he disappeared more than @ year age; Thirayut Boonmee,
another of the main leoders of the October 1973 upelsing,
whe alse participated in the formation of the People

far Democtacy group ond was one of the leaders of the

MNSCT in 1974, o well as president of the Buddhism
ond Trodition Club; disappearsd more then a year ogo;
Sanan Ruatwonghtat, former leader of the student union
ot Thammaossat University; disoppeared more than a
year ago; Fhﬁl_ﬂi:irfei!, ane of the thirfean militants
whese arrest by the Thanom regime in 1973 triggered
the October student demorstrations; e member of ane
af the radical groups of Thommawmat University, the
Sapha Nodom group, ond olio @ member of the Thai
Socialist party; disappeored more than o year ago;

EI'I ffﬂ_ﬁml FﬁFElif:hu, a leadet of the wamen's liberation
movement ot Chulalongkermn University and former leod-
er of the NSCT; disappeared more than a yeor ogo;
"IE'TS_DEE'E:II'I tap, one of the thirteen militonts orrested by
Thanam in 1973 and student lender at Ramkamhoeng
University; a revolutionary post.

The statement begins, "Dear fathers, mothers, sisfers,
brothers, and people, potriots, those who love democ=
racy and justice and ocur beloved friends; youths,
schoolchildran, and students,

"Creating o situation in order to stoge a coup d'Etat
by oming dangerous political hooligans 1o coordinate
with the foascist police and military forces in killing
unarmed people is not a new idea; it has been used in
several countries, nomely South Korea, Indonesia,
and Chile, in compliance with orders from the Cla,
the dirty toal of the L. 5, imperialists. . . .All this
is to maintain the decoden! administrative system of
the country based on the feudalists, big lendlords, and
capitalists who form anly a small group and to enable
the U.5. imperialists, their mosters, to retoin their
influence and defend their political, ecanomic, and
military interests in Thailond. . . .

contd on pg 39
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