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Mot long ogo an Egyption weekly reported that o wealthy
merchont, accompanied by three members of his family,
had spent 950 Egyption pounds in a single evening amus-
ire himse If ot one of Caire's leading nightelubs. MNat
wrgenerously, he left a 50 pound tip for the headwaitar
ard other servants, The weekly noted thot to moke
1,000 pourds eighty-three workers paid at the minimum
monthly woge of 12 EgypHan pounds would have to wark
for o month.

It was not specified which of the nightelubs waos invelved.
But many of them, like the Auberge des Pyromides, the
Rors=s, el-Liel, and the Arizono, are, os the Interna-
tional Herald Tribune put it, "temporarily out of business,
A meb of more than 1,000 peasants descended on them
Wednesday (January 19), stripped them of their food and
whitkey, and put them to the torch." The nightelubs,
symbols of the enarmity of social inequality in Eaypt,
were spacial targets of the thousands of workers, peasants,
and studants who took to the streets of Egypt's major
cities January 18 and 19, hours ofter the government hod
enncuncad an end to subsidies on a series of products of
bosic necessity. But they were by no meons the only
trgets. In Alexandrio dock workers socked the home of
Wice President Husny Mubarak. In Aswan, 600 miles
south of Calro, demonstrators burmed down the ceremo-
nia! arches that hod been erected to welcome Yugeslay
President Tito, who was expected on a state visit which
mever took ploce, The headquarters of the Arab Social-
st Union in Corio were destroyed,

It wos not the first time Egypt hod been shoken by pop-
wlar axplosion in recent years, but nearly all ebservers
sgreed that something was different this time. "The
wiclent outbursts of popular discontent due to the decline
of buying power, for example on Jonuary 1, 1975, or
during Ramadan 1976, did not really take a political
turmn, " wrote 1.P, Peroncel-Hugoz in Le Monde. "But
this is not the case with the present troubles, in the

" EGYPT :

MASS REBELLION
AGAINST
SADATISM

G by JON ROTHSCHILD J

course of which the crowds have attacked both the
'dandylsm' of the president and his policy of economic
epening 'carried out on the backs of the poor." "We are
hungry, ' shouted demonstrators under the windows of the
foreign banks that once again have thelr representatives
in Egypt. The popular seizure of the provincial cities

also lent the situation the allure of a general Insurrection.

United Press International comespondent Roy Mosely ahio
spoke of a "virtual insurrection . "

The events were triggered on January 17, when the
government, at the behest of the Intermational Manetary
Fund, decreed the suspension of subsidies designed to
hold down the prices of food and other basic products.
The practicol effect was to roise prices. Bottled propane
gos, widely used for both cooking and heating, wes to
go up 4&%, gmoline 315, cigarettes 1296, flour &3%¢,
rice 1656, meat 269, The first reactions broke out In
Alexandria on Jonuary 18, Later the same day o largs
crowd massed in Calro's Liberation Square, Chanting
"With life and blood we shall bring down prices, " they
tried to march on the People's Assembly bullding. The
police attacked, the demonstrators defended themselves,
ard the battle wes on. By the end of the day strikes and
demonstrations had broken out in Helwan, in Aswan and
other cities in Upper Egypt, and throughout the Nile
delta, in Mansurah, Zagazig, Faqus, and other towns.
In the late afterncon police begon firing on protesters,
The universities were ordered closed and the students
sent on "vacations. " A thirteen-hour curfew was clomped
on Cairo, Alexandria, ond Suez, and police were
ordered ta shoot violotors on sight.

But the measures of intimidation did not work. By the
aftemeon of January 19 Liberation Square in Cairo was
pocked with thousands of youth. The crowds refused to
disperse when the curfew went into effect and the cry
want up, "We are dying of hunger anway, so kill us
with your bullets Sodat." And so he did. For the First
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time in twenty-five years, the army was massively used
against civilians. Cairo was virtually occupied by
troops and the fighting went on into the night. Officials
put the number killed ot about seventy-five and sald
there were some 800 wounded, Unofficial and undoubt-
edly more realistic reports set the number of casualties
at about three times that, There were at least 2,000
arrests, But the government wos forced to back down,

The price subsidies were ordered restored late January
19,

The government's decision to suspend the price subsidies
seemed almost tailor-made to trigger a social explosion.
As was shown last year in Poland, a provocative and
sudden blow at the standard of living of the majority of
o population can readily Jgnite pent-up soclal discontent
and provide the masses with a focus for their roge. In
Egypt, though, an additional factor was aperative,

The price increases, hod they gone into effect, would
have represented not merely o decline in the standord of
living of the masses, but would have brought the workers,
peasants, ond the majority of urban dwellers to the very
brink of starvation. |t was no exoggeration when several
international bourgeois newspapers referred to the price
subsidies as the thing that "allowed Egypt's people to
keep eating. "

The average per capita income in the country is approx-
imately $5 o week. The minimum monthly woge

EE12 {about §14). A simple comparison of this figure
with the current prices for goods and services of basic
necessity draws a picture of the living conditions of the
averoge Egyptian. A pair of shoes costs EE5. Meat is
£E2 a kilo. Monthly rents for opartments in popular
neighbarhoods run at about £E15 and finding ane often
tokes os long a5 five years. For the city of Calro s a
whole, there are an average of 2.5 people for each
room. During the past fifteen years the population of
the city has risen from 4 million to 7.5 million (more
than 11 million in the greater Cairo area), but there

has baen virtually no Increase in available services,
even of the most elementory variety. City buses designed
to carry B0 passengers ore often looded with ot least
200, It is estimated that the price increases comnsequent
to the lifting of the subsidies would have odded some
EE3 to the monthly food bill of an average Cairo family.
Such items as meat and leather shoes are alreody out of
the range of the Egyption workers. The end of the sub-
sidies would have raised staple foods to the same category

Prices are already rising at an alarming rate due to
Inflation. The official inflation rate is pegged to an
index based on the 1955-86 "household budget, "
described by the Financial Times as "a fairly menial
basket of mainly price-controlled commadities. " Even
on this basis the three years prior to the end of 1975
showed o 3056 increase in the comsumer price index.

In fact, however, the real inflation rote for a working
clos fomily in Caire or Alexondria is estimated to have
been 255 a year during that period. The current rate is
on the order of 40-509¢ o year.

4

The situation is |Tttle batter aven for the middle closs,
The average starting salary for o university graduate is
about £E25-30 a month. The economy is unoble to gen-
erate jobs fost encugh to cbsorb the 30, 000-40, 000
yearly university groduates. Hence, "most of them wind
up in stultifying jobs in govemment ministries — some
ministries have four employees for every job — and
they have nothing to do but sit at desks all day and
complain about the cost of supporting o family on their
miserable salaries. " (International Herald Tribune,
January 24, 1977.) Such a govemment employee "would
have to mortgoge his earnings for 10 years to make a
down payment on a less than average apartment at cur=
rent prices. " (Financial Times, June 28, 1976.) The
bulk of this "down payment" consists of “key money"

to the landlord — that is, a bribe. Furnishing the apart-
ment wou ld then cost between $2, 500 and §5,000. The
result is that even employed university groduates gener-
ally continue living with thelr parents.

All this, of course, defines the situation of employed
workers and government employees. The regime does
nat publish unemployment statistics, but unofficial
estimates run to 3.5 million out of o total population
of 40 million (more than half of whom are less than 20
years old.) At least 1 million and perhaps as many @
3 million Egyptian warkers have left the country In
search of jobs. Thousands of others live in sprawling
shanty towre around the fringes of the big cities. Ona
of tha most notorious, constructed omong graves of an
old cemetary in Cairo, is colled the "city of the dead.”

If conditions in the cities are appalling, those in the
countryside are perhops even wome. Life expactancy is
still less than 40, The illiterocy rate is 7056, higher
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than it was ten yeors ago. An estimated &§0-70% of the
rural populotion suffers from bilharzio, o worm thar is
picked up from stagnant water and burrows into the
veins, It results In anemio and makes people especially
susceptible to various fatal disecses, one of the maln
reasons for the low life expectancy,

The past three yeors have seen repeated ocutbreaks of
popular anger over this general social situation. In
September 1574 there was o strike wave in Helwan, an
industrialized area south of Cairo. On Janvary 1, 15735,
thousands of workers, some of them participants in the
Helwan strikes, battled police trying to prevent them
from morching on the Peopla's Assembly. In March 1975
a strike wave swept the textile industry in Mahalla
el=Kubra in the Industrial belt north of Caire. August
1976 saw riots in some of Colro's slums. In Damietta
fest summer a lobor dispute erupted into ossoults on
government bulldings and ancther strike wave, In
September 1976, doys after Sodat wos "reelacted"
president, bus drivers went on strike in Caira. In the
countryside there hove been increasing instances of
peasant resistance to landlords and to overall social

decoy.

These periodic explosions, while triggered by economic
ond social fssues, hove also represented responses, albeit
undirected ones, to the politics of the Sodat regime,

This was especially true this time. For side by side with
the Egypt of the urban slums ond impoverished country-
side, there is another Egypt, that of the black marketeer,
smuggler, banker, speculator, ond bureaucrat, the
Egypt that has now produced, according to official
figures, 500 millionaires, the Egypt that has been
created by the rule and crientation of the Sodat regime.

Sadat’s “infitah”

Since the beginning of 1974 Egyption economic paolicy
has been guided by the infitah, or "opening, " pro-
claimed by Sodat just after the October war of 1973,
Fundamentally, infitah represented a new stage in the
"de-Masserization” of Egypt, o process actually initiated
by Sodat in the spring of 1971, barely six months ofter
the death of his predecessor. In early May of that year
the first overt step was taken with the purge of the "left”
MNeasserite tendency led by All Sobry, one of the

original members of Nasser's Free Officers orgonization,
In the summer of 1972 Soviet military experts were ex~
pelled from Egypt in the opening move of a major politi-
cal reorientation toward U.5. imperialism. During early
1973 Sadat began eloborating economic measures aimed
at bolstering the private sector of the economy and took
the first tentative steps toward undoing some of the
nationalizations thot hod been corried out under MNasser,

The oim of the Sodat policy — which was an economic
and palitical unity — was to break out of the Impasse to
which the country had been lad by the Failure of
Masserism. Economically, Maosser's project of building
an independent Egypt free of imperialist contral had
failed. While the state sector of the economy was in
crisis, the private sector was unable to take up the slock
as a result of the fetters placed on it by Nasser's con-
cessions to the mass movement and his commitment fo
the primacy of the state sector, Nasser's palitical and
military allionce with Mescow had proven completely
ineffective in liberating the Egyption territory occupied
by the Israeli army since the 1967 war. The economic
and political impasse wos matched by mounting secial
discontent, as Nasserism begon to lose ity ideclogical
hald over the mass movement,
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Sadat's response was to change direction, to shift to
U.5. imperialism as the major ally with which to re-
cover the lands occupied by lsroel and to begin to open
the Egyptian economy to western imperialist panetration,
partly in order te cement the new palitical alliance and
partly to lay the basis for on economic recovery based
on the expansion of the private sector. |t was necessary,
however, to tread carefully. The social gains the masses
had made under Masser were real, and resistance to
their erodicotion could be anticipated. At the same time
U.5, imperialism remained unimpressed with Cairo's
palitical turn in foreign policy and exerted no signifi-
cant pressure on the lsroelis to moke concessions to
Cario. More than o year of more or less openly pro-
imperialist forelgn palicy — from July 1972 to autumn
1973 — produced no results. Concurrently, the economy,
drifting in a twilight zone of partial de-Masserization
on the one hand and continuing restrictions on the
private sector on the other, wos veering toward caotos-
trophe . The country, Sodat was later fo say, stood on
the brink of bankruptcy, without a “single piastre” of
hord currency. The poyments deficit on current cecount
rose to EE261,3 million during 1973, an increcse of
more than 25% over 1572, Debt servicing and meeting
credit obligations to suppliars accounted for 30% of
foreion exchange earnings. The average annual growth
rate of the gross national product wos no higher than 395
barely greoter than the rate of population Increcse,
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Signboards in the Port Said free zona:
very few firms have set up shop

The launching of the October wor in 1573 represented

a watershed in the turn away from Nasserism. Politically
it was designed to force the hand of U.5. imperialism
and get the diplomatic situation off dead center.
Economically it resulted in o massive infusion of aid
from the Arab oil-producing countries (8730 million),
whose revenves had themselves been increased manifold
by the soaring of oil prices consequent to the war.

Bosking In the glow of the political success achieved in
the war, Sodat moved quickly to capitalize on his surge
of popularity and took mojor new steps in economic
policy. It was then that the infitah was proclaimed.
With it a series of measures were token to lay the basis

for an expected boom to be fueled by expansion of the
private sector:

*In February 1574 three decrees were Issued creating
various bodies to channe! investment, guorantee private
investment, ond prevent nationalizations;

*"Free zones" were established along the Suez Canal
whereln all companies would be exempt from taxes and
duties;

*Corporations newly investing in Egypt were granted
five~to-aight yeor exemptions from taxes throughout
the country and investment banks were axempted from
currency contmols.

*In June 1974 an investment law opened industry,
metallurgy, banking, and insurance (all previously
nationalized) to foreign fvestment. [n oddition,
Egyption citizens were granted parmission to become
representatives of foreign firms.

In July 1974 the government promulgated an "economic
crossing” plan (named after the crossing of the Suez
Canal by Egyption troops), which was in turn desianed
to lay the basis for a five-yeor development plon to run
through 1980, This plon was intended 1o complete the
ovarhauling of the Egyption econcmy and make Egypt
self-sufficient in all economic arecs except capital re-
guirements, which would be mode up by Foreign invest-
ment and grants and loans from the oil=producing Arab
countries. The "economic crossing” plan wos launched
with great fanfare and was followed during 1575 by o
further series of measures of "liberalization. " These
have been summarized as follows: "On 28 July 1975 0
new law obolished the public institutions which served
as the apporatus of co-ordingtion and contral in the
context of the Five Year Plan. They are to be reploced
by supreme councils for each sector, with no say in
planning and no budgetary power; their role will be
purely comsultative. At the same time, the administra-
tive councils of the public sector companies are being
transformed by the inclusion of experts from the private
sector, Autoromy is belng granted to the different com=
ponies in the public sector, which will work out their
projects, plans, and budgets without reference to any
central, policy-orienting body. The Finance Minister,
Ahmed Abu lsmail, spelt it out: 'The government is set
on the open door pelicy. One of the first priorities has
been to dissolve the public irstitutions and give indivi-
dual economic units complete freedom to refarm their
administration and remove all obstocles and hindrances
to the realization of this objective. Any unit failing to
achieve these ends will be regarded as a burden and
liquidated, '" { Marie=Christine Aulas in New Left
Review, Mo. 78, July-August 1976.)

This project was later extended by permitting the sale
of shares in public companies to individuals, The
government explained thaot the intent of this "reform”
was to give the workers a taste for the benefits of
private property, but on a wage of £E12 a month nat
much is left over with which to buy stock portfolios.

The 1574 and 1975 measures of "liberalization" were
frumpeted in government-finonced odvertising campaigns
designed to attract forelgn capital, campaigns which



continue to this day. A sample: "Recognising the
benefirs that foreign investment can bring to the
couritry, the Arab Republic of Egypt, the most populous
country of the Arab World, is now welcoming foreign
capital in o wide range of fields. Particularly sought
are projects that bring an ability to eam foreign ex-
chonge by generating exports or encouraging tourism,
which allevicte the need to import basic materials, or
which provide technical expertise needed by the country,
Foreign investment s allowed in o ronge of industrial,
mining, energy, tourism, land reclamation, animal
husbandry, ond barking activities, and, for Arab in-
vestors, in housing construction and rehabilitation.”

This multipage gavernment announcement, published
in the Movember 1975 issue of the magazine African
Development, among other places, woxes enthusiastic
about the goirs to be reaped by foreign capital: The
new investment lows provide "the investor” with
"impertant incentives in several oreos: tax exemptions,
freedom from exchange control regulations urder
certain conditions, exemption from certain laws and
regulations on worker participation and protection
against unlowful nationalisation or expropriation of
property, " The latter point is frankly singled out for
special attention: "Recognising that Egypt's past record
makes investors wary, the new foreign imv  ment law
provides guorantees ogainst unlawful nationalisation

or expropriation of investments. " Moreover, “Egypt
heos a surplus of employable labour. In these inflationary
times, Egypt retains its significant woge~cost odvantage
over many other devloping countries.  To sum up:
"With favourable prospects for political stability, with
a renewed faith In o significant role for the private
sector, and with plans for rapid economic grawth,
Egypt with its new incentives should be an appealing
place for foreign investment, "

Most of these appeals were (and are) centered on a
grandiose project for the development of the Suez

Canal orea (site of the "free zones") and on comstruction
of four entirely new cities in a ring about fifty kilo-
meters from Cairo: the "Tenth of Ramadan" MNew
Industrial City along the Coiro~-lsmailia rood; Sodat
City to the north; King Khalid City to the south; and a
fourth city on the Caire=5uez rood. The second major
aspect of the construction plans — administered,
incidentally, by Osman Ahmed Osman, minister of re-
comstruction, owner of one of the largest controcting
companies in the Arab world, and recently brother-in-
low of Anwar Sadat — Is based on the enlargement of
the Suez Canal to occommodate new glant oil tankers,
the construction of three tunnels under the conal linking
the Sinal to the east bank of the Nile, and the recon-
struction of the cities of Port Said, lsmailia, and Suez,
all destroyed during the 1967 lsroell wor of oggression
ond evocuated unti| the signing of the second Sinai
disengagement occond in Seprember 1975,

Such Is the economic project of infitah. The old Nas-
serist dream of @ modern onti-imperialist Cgypt was
replacédd by the new, allegedly more "realistic"
dream of a modern copitalist Egypt undergoing rapid
industrial development based on an economic and

political alliance with imperialist capital and a newly
invigoroted domestic bourgeoisie,

The failure of Sadatism

The failure of infitch, equally os patent os the Failure
of Nasserism, set the stage for the measures that touched
off the January upheaval. There are five essential
factors behind the economic crisis with which infitah

hes been unable to deal: the mounting balance of pay-
ments deficit; the rising trade deficit; the lack of
investment capital ond supplies, with a consequent
crisls of industry; the decrepit state of the Egyptian
infrastructure; ond the stagnation of agriculture. Over-
all statistics for 1976 are not yet availoble (and, judging
by the usual competence of the government bureaucrecy,
they will not be published for some time). On the basis
of information running through the end of 1975 and
partial information for 1976, however, the fellowing
general picture of these five factors may be drawn:

1. Bal ance of payments deficit

*The payments deficit on current account for 1975
rose to nearly four times its 1973 level (ond the 1973
level wes itself comsidered cotostrophic), while indebted-
ness more than doubled. "The difference in the situation, "
wrote Richard Johns in the June 28, 1978, Financial
Times, "was the avallability of substantial aid from
surplus Arab countries and, to a lesser extent, the U.5,
Howewver, after donating the best part of $3bn (i.e.,
$3,000 million) until the end of 1975 and lending more
than $1bn. on concessionary terms, the oil producers
hove made it clear that there are limits to the omount
of money which they are prepared unconditionally te
pour inta what has come to look more and more like
an insatiable sink." The major sources of the ever-
increasing deficit are military spending and loans, debt
servicing on previous loans, both military and civilian,
and the subsidies for basic products, estimated at
EE1,000 million for 1976. (The military debt is supposed
to be secret, but virtually all estimates place it af
something like $7, 000 million.) The only bright spot in
the 1975 balance of payments picture wos the positive
performance in services, o result of the combination of
tourism ond remittances by Egyptians warking outside
the country.

The major source to which the Egyption government hos
turned in its efforts to keep afloat is the Gulf Develop-
ment Fund, the contributors to which are Saudi Arcbia,
Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, and Qatar, In late
1975 Sodat requested between $3, 000 million and
£4,000 millien in development aid for the Fiscal years
1976 and 1977, but the request was subsequently raised
to $10,000 million to $12,000 million for the years of
the 1975-80 development plan. In the heat of the 1975
euphoria over infitah the government approved a series
of prejects before having omessed the funds with which
to implement them. The result was that short-term loans
(with interest rates of up to 2296) had to be token. The
euphoria, If not the propogonda, having cocled, o new
policy was set: Find the money first, then approve the

T
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project, Government estimates for the 1976-80 plan
call for $20, 000 million, of which 38,000 million i
slotd to be raised from foreign governments and inter-
national imperialist financial institutions. The gulf
countries ware asked to make up the rest. In the end,
the Gulf Development Fund ogreed to come up with
only §2,000 million; moreover, on agreement signed
in late 1974 failed even to cover the expected balance
of payments deficit for 1976, EE506 million. |n short,
thers is no prospect for resolution of the balance of
payments crisis. The Financial Times commented:
"During the 1976-80 period there should be substantially
increosed investment with plenty of project aid in the
pipaline (although precious little foreign investment in
sight). Egypt will profit by greater earnings from the
Suez Canal, receipts from tourism, and remittances
from nationals working abroad. But discipline and
austerity, invelving fairly drastic cuts in consumption,
will have to be the order of the day for at least ancther
five yeors it the ground is to be laid for o losting re-
covery and sound ly-bosed grawth in the future. " (June
78, i‘??ﬁr, emphasis c:ided?}l

2, The trode deficit

The Teading journal of British finance copital offered
similar odvice os regords the trode gap: "Egypt is
currently experiencing its most severe rode deficit
ever, and one which shows every prospect of further
deterjoration unless strong curbs on consumption are
successfully opplied.” Total exports for 1575 were about
EE550 million, while imports exceeded EE1, 500 million,
for o deficit of EEF50 million. Primary exports de-
clined almost EE100 million in 1975 compared with
1574. The cost of intermediory commadity imports
doubled over the same pericd, reaching £E619 million
in 1975, Industrial imports rose from EE213 million in
1974 to EE286.4 million in 1975, while industrial ex-
ports rose from EE226.1 million to EE230.8 millien,
tronsforming a surplus into a deficit, This situation is
expected to worsen for 1976, since export levels should
be about the same as for 1975 while imports are expected
to increase by EE353 million,

3. Lack of investment ond underutilization
Undenutilization has been a chronic structural problem °
of the Egyptian economy, The low point came in 1973,
when unused industrial capacity reached 35% overall
ond a5 muchaos 605 in some cases. Since the expendi-
ture of EE230 million allocated under the 1974-75
transitional plon, the situation hos improved somewhat,
but it remains unfavoroble, The industrial sector
accounted for only 20% of GNP in 1975, below govemn=- f
ment targets. Shortoges of supplies resulting either
from currency shortages or perturbations of the world
market have inhibited production even in some "model"
foctories, The Helwan iron ond steel works, built by
the Soviet Union, produced only half its quota in 1975,
Partly becouse of the industrial crisis, Egyption
capitalists prefer to invest in real estate and construction.
As aresult, inspite of the measures taken to stimulate
the private sector, as of 1975 private industrial pro-
duction continved to moke up only one-fourth of total
value, as has been the case for years.

4. Infrastructure

The Egyption infrestructure is notoriously rickety
and represents one of the major foctors keeping foreign
investment to o minimum despite the govermnment's
strenuous efforts to attract it. The city of Cairo itself
provides the most striking examples. Multinational
corporations which have established offices there have
had to wait menths before getting telephones jnstalled,
ard then only after sheiling out thousands of dellars
in bribes to government officials. Moreover, installa-



tion of telephone service is only the first problem.
Thers is no guarantee that an installed telephone will
Function. Reperts in various newspapers toword the end
of 1976 indicated that many corporations that hod moved
their offices from Beirut to Cairo becouse of the
Lebanese civil war were longing to return, for telephone
service in Beirut ot the height of the war was superior
to telephone sarvice in Cairo ot peace. The lack of an
infrastructure hos also been a major impediment to
implementation of the regime's much trumpeted Suez
Canal development projects. Corporations that quickly
applied for spoce in the "free zone" of Suez City were
dismayed to learn that there was no telex service be-
tween Suez and Cairo, let alone between Suez and the
rest of the world. The result is reflected in o comparison
of the number of projects approved and the number of
companies that octually paid rent in the sectors of cold
storoge, general warehousing, ond industrial projects
in the free zones: 232 projects hod been approved by
late 1976, but only 55 of them had actually baen
begun.

5. il:ulh.rre__
A total of 57% of the Egyption population lives off

agriculture, in which 47% of the work force is employed.

It accounts for 319 of the GNP and obout 509 of
export eamings (20% of total export earnings are gen-
erated by sales of cotton). In 1975 the agricultural
balance moved into a deficit for the first time, total
exports standing ot EE275.1 million and Imports ex-
ceeding EE440 million. Rice, the country's second
biggest agricultural export earner, brought in 4086 less
in 1975 than in 1974, largely becouse of lower export-
able surpluses coused by increosed domestic consumption.
[Is it a coincidence that the rice subsidy was one of
those lifted on January 172) Thus, agriculture, a main=
stoy of the economy, hes become an economic burden
imtead of on exchange eamer. Production is increas-
Tng ot obout 256 a yeaor, less than the raote of population
increase.

In sum, the policy of infitch has failed to solve anv of
the basic problems of the Egyption economy, maosi .
which have actually wersened dramatically during the
past several years. This is, after all, not surprising.
"Far a long time, " Ahmed &l-Ghandour, deputy
minister of the economy, told Andrew Lycett of
African Development, "the Egyptian economy has not
been integrated into the Western developed economy .
This hos had bod effects on the performance of our
economy. It hos been deprived of three crucial things
— of the use of Western technology on o lorge scale,
of foreign capital to add to our national savings, and
of the opportunity to become efficient and mobilize
our labour resources, All our fiscal and monetary
policies should now be directed towards ends that serve
the integration of the Egyptian with the international
economy. " Which means infegration with the crisis

of the Intemational capitalist economy, All Egypt's
structural economic problens are exocerbated by this
general copitalist erisis, which leods to one bosic foct:
To ochieve even an easing of its short=term economic
problems, the Egyptian rulers must intensify their
attacks on consumption ond on the social and economic

pesitions of the workers, peasants, and urban petty
bourgeoisie.

Given the already disastrous condition of these layers,
such a policy would call forth resistance in any event.
But the intensity of the resistonce is bolstered by the
fact, clearly cbservable to the masses, thot while the
infitah has failed to resolve the economic erisis, it has
paved the way for the enrichment of the bourgeocisie
and the bourgeoisification of a thin layer of the upper
petty bourgeoisie, The process is most evident in the
cwse of the former, who directly benefit fram the
"liberalization. " The latter, however, are also taking
advantage of the maneuvering room opened up by the
grodual liquidation of Nasserist structures. In many
cases, primitive occumulation takes the form of
capitalizing on speculation and graft, phenomena which
existed cbundently under Nasser but which hod no sasy
outlet through which to be transformed into capital
occumulation.

The top-ranking bureaucrat who yesterday piled up
thousands of pounds worth of bribes is now able to use
this bribe money to buy shares of denationalized com~
panies. When those shares become significant enough

to generate dan income, he ceases to be a bureaucrat
and becomes o speculator, smuggler, or copitalist, In

a number of ceses, elements of the upper petty
bourgeoisie have been oble to enrich themselves by
offering services to needy officials of multinational
corporations. A not uncommon instance waos reported

in the western press several months ago. A high-ranking
government bureoucrat moved his fomily out of their
furnished apartment in o middle-class district in Cairo,
The rent wes $45 a month, After installing his family

In a cheap dormitary, the bureauerat sublet the apart-
ment to the vice-president of an American corporation
who had been unable to find suitable housing. The

cost to the American executive waos §1,000 & menth,
paid for by his company naturally. After collecting

the thousand dollars rent for several months, the bureau-
crat made a trip to Lebanon, where he engaged in some
luerative transactions, doubling his money, which was
then reinvested to make a second trip. By that time he
hod occumulated enough to plunge into the Cairo real
estate boom, quit his government job, and move his
family back into an opartment in a better neighborhood.

It 1s this sort of process — conducted on a vastly brooder
scale — that has produced Egypt's 500 milllonaires. It

is an illustration of o cordinal lesson of Marxist theory:
So long os the state remains bourgeois, nationalizations,
no matter how apparently sweeping, represent, in the
long run, merely state contributions to the development
of particular sectors and to the stimulation of the
creation of wealth that may loter be resold ot the stroke
of a pen to private owners. Under a bourgeois state,
even nationalized means of production and distribution
are uliimately instruments for the enrichment of a
bourgeois class. Maosserism, with its combination of
nationalist demagogy and genuine concesslons to the
masses, affectively masked this basic truth for many
years. Sodat's infitah has dropped the veils. The
continuing impoverishment of the masses is now openly
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combined with the enrichment of the faw — and this iz

in turn combined with en openly pro-imperialist foreign
policy. This linkage of combinations has given the mass
movement a new combativity and heightened explosive

character.

The government’s political response

On Jonuary 22 the curfew was lifted in Cairo, olthough
paratroopers continued to patrol the central squares.

But having been forced to concede on the fssue of the
price increases, Sadat £till foced both the economic
squeeze thot had given rise to the explosion in the

First place and the political problem of how to respond
to the moss upsurge.,

In the economic realm, he issuved o desperate plea to

the United States and the oil-producing Arab countrias,
Beginning on Jonuary 21 el-Ahram begon a thinly

veiled attock on the gulf countries, suogesting that

they were much freer with advice than cash. A page-
one headline in the January 21 el-Ahram over an
article quoting press reaction to the upsurge in various
Arab newspopers reod, "Egypt Has Hod Enough of Maral
Support."” The Jonuary 24 el-Ahram contained a lengthy
report of Sodot's decisions after comsultation with vorious
government leoders, He promised "to halt the economic
project relating to price increases in order not to pro-
vide opportunities for saboteurs” and to "find new
sources and means of supply through o comprehensive
plan of economic reform, " No specific measures were
mentioned, sove that there would be no price increcses
and that the military budget would not be reduced. In
essence, the messoge was o threot to international
imperialism and the oil-producing countries whose
odvice hod brought the regime to o state of ocute crisis,
It is impossible, Sodat said in effect, to order price
increases; at the some time, the country stands in need
of $2, 500 millisn immediately. The messoge seems to
have been heeded. Sheikh Thani, minister of finance

of Qatar, one of the major contributior to the Gulf
Development Fund, arrived in Cairo on January 24 to
discuss terms. On February 1 reports from Cairo indicated
that the |MF hod reoched an agreement to loan Egypt
$140 million, with an additional $450 million over the
next three years, |n exchange, Sodat repartedly promised
to carry out "economic stabilization, " although no
spacific measures were cited. |t was considered doubtful
that Sodat would be able to meet the |MF's requirements,
but it would be significant if the loan went through any-
way. "It will mean, " commented the February 7 News-
week, "that Egypt's Wastern creditors are willing to
socrifice economic principles and sound money practices
in order to mafntain the palitical stability of the
Egyptian regime." In other words, a temporary measure
has been arrived ot whereby the economic crisis will be
allowed to deepan while attacks on the standard of
living of the masses will be introduced more gradually
and less provocatively,

But maintaining the political stability of the Egyptian
regime will toke more than money, This was evident in
the manner in which the regime moved to repressive
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measures. The governmant immediotely lounched o
campaign denouncing "eommunist saboteurs” os respon-
sible For the popular explesion. Particularly singled out
were four orgonizations, members of which were arrested
in rajds on January 19 and 20: the Egyptian Communist
party, which is underground; the Egyption Communist
Warkers party; the Revelutionary Current; and the
January 8 Movement. The January 21 el-Ahram pur-
ported to present proof that the Egyption Communist
Workers party was the cantral force behind the entire
affair. It published photostats of leaflets soid to have
been confiscated in roids on the apartments of two
students, Yahyo Mohbrouk Shoubashi and Mao'az Rmeih,
two allegad members of the organization. El-Ahram
charged that this group, o centrist split from the CP,
had spawned a plot to "bum Caire. " The published
leaflets, however, had nothing to do with terrorfsm,

but were instead denunciations of the palicy of the
Egyptian state, particularly of its allionce with imperial-
ism ond its policies within the Arab world; this included
denunciations of the role of the Syrian dominated

"Arab dissuasion force" in Lebanon. The leoflets were
apparently distributed during the demonstrations of
Jonuary 18 and 19, The Egyptian Communist Workers
party, o well o3 the Revolutionary Cumrent, another
left split from the CP, are representative of a phenomenon
that has been developing slowly but steadily mainly in
the Eayption student movement during the past several
years: The genesis of leftist groups which, although
politically confused and often attracted to varieties of
Masism or centrism, have rejected MNasserism while
simultanecusly opposing the rightward evelution of the
Egyption ruling class. The sweeping arrests in university
and Tntellectual milieus carried out January 18-22 were
clearly aimed at crushing these orgonizations, oll of
which seem to have been relatively well prepared o
intervene in the populor mobilizations.

But the for left was not the government's sole target,
Also attacked were the members of the Progressive
Unionist Rally, the legal leftist party headed by
Khalid Mohieddine. The PLR is a product of the
pelitical liberalization which has accompanied the
infitah, Lost year Sodat authorized the formation of
three "tribunes" within the Arab Socialist Unfon, the
sale legal political party since the Nasser era. Members
of the three tribunes — "left, right, and center” —

as well as independents, were allowed to contest the
seats in the People's Assembly during elections held
last October. After the elections, Sodat declared that
the three "tribunes" were henceforth "independent
parties” and that Egypt hod embarked on the path of
retum to multiparty democracy.

Sodat's democratic claims were undoubtedly false, But
it would nonatheless be a mistake to regard the new
"multipartyism"” = a pure and simple demogogic
maneuver. The elections were surely rigged — not
least in that the press, which remains under the control
of the ASU, unanimously supported Sodai's "center
tribune, " which proceeded to win the lion's share of
the seats in the Assembly, But according to all reports,
the elections did open up a genuine political debate in
which the opposition was allowed, for the first time in
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mare thon twenty years, to hold open and legal mass
meetings during o tumultuous compaign. Some opposi-
tion candidates, as well os some "independents, " wers
slected to the Assembly,

In reality, the political operation that gave rise to the
three parties s but o reflection of the economic policy
of the infitah. There is no remon to doubt that Sodot’s
overall program genuinely aims ot the construction of

a modem bourgeois Egypt. The attraction of foreign
caopital and the stimulation of domestic private capital
require the disclution, even If gradually, of the
Nasserist bureaucracy. This in turn requires the
establishment of alternative structures of political
domination — on the one hand organizations through
which the developing bourgeoisie can express itself and
on the other hand "leftist"” farmations that can chonnel
and control the mass movement and at the same time
sarve as safety valves for oppesition to government
policy. The extremely delicate process of transition

hes placed the regime in a quandry. On the one side,
the legal left must be sufficiently threatenad so that it
refuses to link up with the mass movement in any active
way . On the other hand, suppressing the legaol left
outright would deprive the regime of an ally it will
increasingly need In the future,

Hence, on the one hand Sodot accused the PUR of
sharing responsibility for the ricts along with the
"communist saboteurs. " According to PUR sources, 108
of its members were orrested in the days immediately
following the demonstations. Among these were a con-
siderable number of leoders, including, for example,
Mubommed Mustafa Baleri, the PLUR's major trode~union
figure. On the other hand, the PUR waos allowed to
openly answer the government's attacks — provided that
the arswers also contained suitable denunciations of the
"violent demonstrators, " Thus, Khalid Meohieddine, ina
statement published in the government-controlled press,
soid: "The masses perhops expressed a sentiment identical
to that of our party, but it wos not our party that incited
them to do so. IF the some slogans were raised throughout

the country it was becouse the problem, which is palitical,

is the some averywhere, " Further, he acknow ledged
that "some members” of the PUR hod participated in the
demonstrotions, although he dencunced the violence of
the masses.

From the government side, Sodat stressed thot there was
no question of returning to Nasserite single-partyism,
An eight=-column headline printed in red on the front
page of the January 24 el-Ahram quoted Sodat: "We
Will Not Renounce Liberty; No Return to a Single
Qutlook. * The campaign for the extension of Sadat's
version of "democrocy" proceeded simultaneously with
the denunciation of the "communist saboteurs. " The re-
port that contained Sodat's pledge not to raise prices
likewise contained professions of faith in democratic
evolution reminiscent in tone to those of Suérez in
Spain: "The new democratic experiment must not be
altered by events fomented by bod elements seeking to
retum the country to a state of single cutlock. " El-Ahram
commented: "The president invited the parties to remain
vigilant and to be prepared to root out the few elements

who do not believe in this just democratization and In
peace, in order that they not fall into mistokes that
would lead them to repeat the errors of the parties be-
fore the revolution" (that is, before 1952), And el-Ahram
concluded its report of Sodot's decisions this way:
"Finally, for the good ond safeguarding of democracy,
ard placing all faith in freedom of opinion, this opinion
and this liberty must be exercised through the channels
of legality,"

The government's political strategy, then, is twofold:
harsh repression and witch=hunting of the far-left
elements who could potentially express the determina-
tion of the masses to fight the bourgeoisie actively;

a combined toctic of selective repression ond integra-
tion of the legal left, which is to serve as channel and
safety valve in the future. The application of this
strategy will not be easy, for the tightrope that must
be walked is thin. The correspondent of the Guardian,
David Hirst, mode this observation: ". . . there & no
doubt that a great political awakening is rapidly
goining momentum in Egypt ond that Sadat must either
permit it to go forward or revert to repression of o scale
ard severity that he cannot possibly sustain for long.
Hand in hand with the demand for a better life — or
rather for the basic necessities of existence — goes the
demand for democracy and self-expression. It is the
absence of true democracy which has coused people to
take to the streats in the past two days — they have no
other way of expressing their pent-up emotions. " This
great political owakening, he odded, is stirring in
some dongerous ploces: "The trade-union movement,
for exomple, Is still efficially under the control of
leaders whe depend more on their loyalty to the
system than on the support of the workers, But their
position is being undermined by rodicals from within,
At a trade union conference sarly this month (January)
the radicak secured a condemnation of the 'infitah of
exploiters and smugglers' and the endomsement of a
demand to raise the minimum wage from twelve ta
twenty pounds a month.”

The prospect, then, is one of permanent economic

crisis and political upheaval. If Nasserism strikingly
confirmed the inability of the most rodical bourgeois
nationalism to resolve the tasks that are historically
those of the bourgeois=democratic revolution, Sadatism,
a logical outgrowth of the fallure of MNasserism and in
that sense simultanecusly its extension and negation,
confirms the inability of the bourgeoisie of the semi-
colenial eountries to carry out those same tasks

through the deliberate stimulation of "clessical®
capitalism. Sodat's break with Masserist economic and
social policy s as ireversible oz his turn toward
imperialism in the realm of foreign policy. He has no
alternative but to press shead, and the only result will
be Further discrediting of his overall project. A new
period is thus opening in the history of Egypt, home of
more tl.an half the entire Arab working class, a period
that will pose new problems and present new oppertunities
to the workers movement, as the center of gravity of the
Arab revolution shifts back to its logical heartland,
Egypt.
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Shirley Williams, minister of education in the Callaghan
cabinet, is one of the major representatives of the
Laobour right in Britain. On January 21 she delivered o
speech entirely devoted to an attack on Trotskyism, a
speach which received very brood coverage in the
British press, The day after the speech, the liberal

daily The Guardion gave her the main headline on the
front poge as well as close to a full page inside.

Obvicusly, this is no occident. Shirley Williams's
speach, like the press campaign of the bourgeolsie, is
part of systamatic preparation for a witch=hunt ogainst
the entire far left within the Lobour party. This campaign
is itselF the extension of a similar compaign launched

a few years ago ogainst the most combative layer of
ronk-ond=file militants in the unions.

Sacialism or democracy?

In her speech, Williams tried to bring together the
major arguments with which to justify in the eyes of the
averoge British worker a declaration of incompatibility
between membership in the Labour party and the re-
volutionary socialist convictions of the majority of the
Far-left militants of this party. She thus deliberately
abandoned the field of crgonizational ond odministrative
quibbling ("entryism, " "party within the party, "
"outside manipulation, * ond even the claim, os ridic-
ulous os it is odicus, that the Trotskylsts are "finaonced
from abroad”), which hos been the preferred terrain of
most of the bureaucrats of the Lobour executive. She at
least has the merit of plocing henelf on the field of
ideas, of the problems of principle, toctics, and
strategy of the socialist movement, This enobles us to
better grasp the ideclogical coherence and incoherence
of Social Democracy today.

Williams's main argument for the expuliion of the
Trotskyists from the Labour party is the alleged contempt
for democracy of Marxists in general and Trotskyists in
particular. This is also the argument thot was joyfully
token up by the bourgeois press to support the campaign
for the witch=hunt within the Labour party. It is thus
that she prepares the way for state repression against a
wing of the workers movement — all the better to
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demomstrate the strength of her democratic convictions.
But the evidence Williams is able to assemble in support
of her thesis on the olleged "un-democratic” character
of Trotskyism is os meaper os can be. In foct, the sum
total of this evidence amounts to a few quatations token
out of context,

The difficulty for Williams is clear. In its polemic ogainst
the Stalinists the Sccial Democrocy can rely on the
portial or total justification of repression in the Soviet
Union and East Europe on the part of the CPs: "Some

of us . . .reject the double stondards of those who
denounce the vicious suppression of political opponents
in Chile and Rhodesia, but fall silent when low=ahiding
dissenters find thermselves threwn into Soviet mental
osylums or blown up trying to leave Eost Germany. "

But this sort of argument cannot be used ogainst the
Tratskyists, at least not without grossly Falsifying the
political positions of the revolutionary Marxists.

Revolutionary Marxists have been in the forefront of
deferse of victims of Stalinist repression for more than
forty-five years now, including during times when the
major leaders of the Social Democracy refused o com-
mit themselves resolutely fo this deferse — For reasons
of "political opportunity, " which Is to say erude
opportunism. (MNote, for example, the Social Democrate!
refusal to resclutely defend the victims of the Moscow
trials.) They have likewise been in the forefront of the
defense of democratic rights in the capitalist countries,
including when these rights are restricted or eliminated
by Social Democratic ministers (for example the torture
and repression introduced on o grand scale in Algeria
by the government of the Social Democrat Guy Mollet,
the flerce repression introduced in Malaya and Kenya
by the Atlee Social Demacrotic government ot the end
of the 19405, the ban on the employment of “rodicals"
in the public sector introduced in West Germany by the
Secial Democrat Helmut Schmidt), The proctical balance-
sheet of the ottitude of the Trotskyists and the Fourth
International as far o8 defense of democratic rights is
concerned is thus cleor and coherent — much clearer
and much more coherent than that of any other current
of the contemporary workers mavement, and certainly
much clearer than thot of the Social Democratic right.




Unable to rely on the facts, Williams must instead resort
to erude sophistry, the two major examples of which
as follows:

"Do you accept that if the couse of socialism (as you
define it) ond the couse of democracy should come inte
conflict, you will stand by democracy?"

"The saddest illusion of revalutionary socialists is that
revolution will itself transform the nature of human
beings so that those who inherit total power in the
revolution will act with disinterested fervour for the
good of the whole community. It is not what history
demonsirates; better by far that the tenure of power is
limited both in time and in extent.”

Qur resporse to this sophistry is unequivecal. Fer us,
secialism ls defined by the total emancipation of labor,
that is, by the elimination of all forms of exploitation
and oppression among human beings. The self-admini=
istration of citizens — like the planned self~management
of the producers — is an Infegral part of the Marxist
cenception of sociallsm, Thus, sociolism os the Tromskyists
understand it cannot exclude the enjoyment of the
broodest democratic rights for all, ot least in the in-
dustrialized countries, There Is no socialism without
socialist democroacy. There is no socialist revelution In
these countries without the conscious support of the
majority. For the Trotskyists, the Soviet Union is not
socialist but a society that hos become bogged down

ond bureaucratized midway between copitalism and
socialism os a result of its isolation under conditions of
underdeve lopment [an isolation for which the co-religlon-
Bts of Shirley Willioms of the 1920s and 1930s, from
Ebert-Moske to MacDonald and Léon Blum, bear the
major responsibility; Stalin is their offspring, illegiti-
mate perhops, but theirs nonetheless) .

True to themselves, From the founding congress of the
Fourth International the Trotskyists have demanded o
plurality of political parties in the USSR . They did not
walt for the belated contorsions of the "Euro-communist”
parties before prencuncing themselves forthrightly and
without reticence agalinst the principle and proctices

af the single party and ogoinstany formof the monopo-
lization of the exercise of political and economic power
after the abolition of copitalism,

To present the socialist revolution as a project to
establish "total power" in the hands of o small cligue

Is absurd. The whole history of proletarion revolution,
from the Paris Commune to the Portuguese revolution,
confirms that the revolutionary process is accompanied

by an enormous extension and not any reduction of the
octivity and political power of the brood masses, that

is, adistribution and not a concentration of real power.
The program of the Fourth International, which integrates
all the lessons of the revolutions of the twentieth century
in this regard (both positive and negative), aims obove
all at the institutionalization of this distribution of
power through the creation of a society in which direct
democrocy, the democrocy of warkers councils, neigh-
m_}wnﬂill, and consumer councils, will seize the
essential reins of power now held by the hyper-centralized

state. The point is, in other words, to prevent a counter-
revolution subsequent to the revolution from depriving
the masses of the power they have won, And historical
truth requires that it be noted thot the Sccial Democrats
have played an equally vigorous role s the Stalinists

in these counterrevolutions.

Capitalism or socialism

But Shirley Willioms's argumentation is not only absurd.
It is also profoundly dishonest. For this entire tirade
cgainst the revolutionary socialists is octually designed
to comouflage the deeply antidemocratic character of
bourgeols society such as it now functions in the West,
not fo mention the semicolonial countries,

In foct, a good dose of sophistry is required to accuse
the Tratskyists of harboring an alleged project of
"monopolizing power" through o future revalution
while simultaneously maintaining silence on the real
monopoly of power that exists in Britain foday, which
is the monopoly of power of big capital and its executive
agents, that is, the several thousand members of the
boards of directors of the big industrial, financial, ond
commercial trusts and the high functionaries and
executives over whom the majority of the population
has not the slightest contral, whom it has never elected
and whem it con never oust so long as the political
conceptions of Shirley Willlams are odhered to,

Britain today is in the grip of o serious economic depres-
sion. There are a million ond a half unemployed workers,
Real wages are going down and drastic cuts are being
made in social spending, which has led to the massive
reemergence of the harshest poverty in this country
which not so long ogo was still presented os the

parodise of "well being. "

Whe made the decisions that led to this trogic situation?
The masses of eitizens ond voters? Take o lodk af the
Labour program on the basis of which the present House
of Commons was elected and Shirley Williams "governs, "
There is no hint of any such proposals| Nor will we
insult Wilson, Callaghan, Healey, and Williams by
suggesting that they prefer unemployment to full employ-
ment, It may be said that these decisions were imposed
on them by the intemnal logic of the copitalist economy.
It may be said that these decisions were imposed on

them by the "gnomes of Zurich and the City, " to para-
phrase the famous formula of Harold Wilson. In any
event, these are-but two sides of the same coin.

But in the concrete this means that when Shirley
Williams and company were confronted with a specific
choice — respect the mandate of the voters, carry out
their election promises, stick to the declared goal of
their party (which includes the socialization of the
means of preduction, as stated in the well-known clause
four of the official Labour program) or else yield to

the diktats of big copital — they deliberately opted for
the latter path.

This proves beyord doubt that under the "demeeratic
representative porliomentary” system combined with the
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capitalist system, both the "mixed economy” and the
"distribution of power" are mere myths. The real powers
commanded by ministers and elected deputies are quite
minor. Real power s in the honds of big capital, To
be sure, the latter has on interest in allowing the
"elected representatives of the people” to command
the appearance of power so long os conditions permit,
But when economic ond social tensions become too
acute, oppearances vonish and realities emerge. The
Wilsons, Callaghans, ond Williomses make speeches,
mislead the workers, ond slonder the Trotskysists. The
"gnomes of Zurich and the City" govern and impose
decisions.

The real counterposition betwaen the Social Democratic
right and the revolutionary socialists is thus not the
chaice between socialism and democrocy. It is the
choice batween socialism, with the support of the
majority, and copitalism. The Social Democratic right
rejects socialism. For them, this is edventure and chaes,
("l hate revelution like sin, " said Ebert.) And they are
prepared to trample on the will of the majority in order
to avoid a breok with capitalism.

Meoreover, Shirley Williams offirms this openly, pro-
claiming that in o democrocy one can govern only
through "comsent”; the alternative would be coercion,
The conclusion is clear. Whan the parl iamentary
majority is bourgeols, one must bow down before the
bourgecisie, for the bourgeoisie is the majority, When
the parliome ntory majority is anticapitalist, one must
still bow down before the bourgeoisle, for fear of
breaking with consent and of being forced to move fo
cosrcion.

Capitalism or democracy

The hypocrisy of the argument is striking, When Shirley
Willioms uses the word "consent” she hints, without
saying so clearly, "comsent of the bourgeoisie and

only of the bourgeolsie, " For who could suggest that in
Britain today the unemployed have "consented" to un-
employment, the workers hove "consented” to reductions
in real wages, the pernsioners hove "consented” to
poverty, the students have "consented” to reductions

in grants?

In all these coses coercion was most definitely applied,
both the coercion of low and the coercion of "economic
necessity. " But such is the logic of the Social Democrats
that they find 1t nermal to compel the victims of the
capitalist economy, with no comnsent whatever, to sub-
mit to explaitation. But they are not prepared to
aliminate capitalism, except with the assent of the
capitalists, Obviously, they will wait quite some time
before receiving that assent. In the meantime, coercion
is applied in only one direction — against the proletariat
and even, on occosion, agoinst the ¢ learly expressed
desires of the majority of the voters. Deep is the mystery
of this alleged devotion to democrocy.

We ore still not at the end of the ideclogical incoherence
of Shirley Willioms, By deliberately confusing demo-
cratic rights with "parliamentary democracy” (that is,

L

Irdirect democracy) she plunges inte an endless chain
of controdlcHons. She writes: "Do you share our belief
in the liberty of each individual human being, in his
or her right to express his opinions and religious beliefs
truly and without fear of consequences?"

Our resporse is "yes, " without any restrictions, pre-
cisely becouse we ore convinced that there can be no
counterposition between these rights and the struggle
against the exploitation, degradation, and alienation
of humanity ard fthe tailer.

But the resporse of those whao, out of desire to win the
consent of the bourgeoisie, ploce mainlenance of the
social status quo on the same level o defense of
elementary democratic rights and on o higher level than
strupgle agairet copitalist exploitation cannot ovoid
ambiguity.

So long os the majority of the warkers occept the "rules
of the gome" of bourgesis society in exchange for re-
forms ond material concessions, this controdiction can
remained veiled, But os soon as the accentuation of
social contradictions, the oggravation of the palitical
crisis, the growing radicalization of sectors of the

brood vanguard of the toiling population, and the grow=-
ing politicization of the workers shake this aquilibrium,
a new painful choice is impased on the Sociol Democratic
leaders, The defense of the "consent” of the bourgeoisie,
that is, of capitalist law and order, then requires
restrictions on democratic rights. "Each human being
must be free to express his or her opinions witheut con-
straint, " except if they ore "subversive, " revelutionary
Marxist, "anarcho-spontandist" opinions.

The February 2, 1977, issue of The Sun reported that
right Labour MP MNeville Trotter hod accused a group
of young revolutionary socialist of having distributed
"inflommatory leaflets” that "proveked anarchy” in @
school in Newcastle. The aim of the leaflets was to
organize protest ogainst corporal punishment of the
pupils. What convictions are involvad here? The
dictatoship of the proletariat? Not hardlyl Simply
the need for pupils to orgonize to fight agoinst corporal
punishment and police repression. '

Is Shirley Williams in favor of corporal punishment, a
barbaric and despotic practice if ever there wos one?
We do not know, ls she prepared to guarantee the right
to agitate through the spoken and written word ogainst
this barbaric proctice, even if the consequence of this
“freedom of conviction" os expressed in leaflets is that
"anarchy" takes hald in the school? We have strong
doubts in this regard, but we would be pleased fo be
wrong.

If, However, our suspiciors are confirmed, what does
this mean if not that the "law and order” of the despotic
stick wielders is more impartant to the Secial Demo-
cratic leaders than the complete defense of freedom of
speech and the press, and that they are prepared fo
resort to repression and to limit freedom of the press in
order to avoid "agitation" and "anarchy"? Then the

o



farmula of Shirley Williams becomes: "We ore prepared
to guarantes the right of every human being to fresly
express her or his convictions, except when such ex-
pression really threaters the 'law and order' of the
bourgeoisie, in other words copitalist exploitation.

Let us toke onother example, Under the Social Demo-
cratic Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, any person in West
Germany who expresses Marxist opiniors, let alone
revalutionary Marxist ones, knows that he or she will
no longer be able to find a job in the public sector.
Doesn't this mean that there ks "fear of consequences”
ard enormous intimidation, especlally for the hundreds
of thousands of students wha hove no alternative but to
seek employment as teachers in the public schools? We
are unaware of any vigorous campaign on the part of
Shirley Willioms in favor of freedom of canviction,
speech, and the press for German revolutionaries and
Marxists., Undoubtedly, it must be concluded once more
that foced with the choice of "defending bourgeols law
and order” or "completely defending the freedom of
conviction of all individuals without fear of conse-
guences, " the Social Democratic leaders prefer to de-
fend copitalism and restrict democratic rights.

It moy be objected: The cases you are citing concern

the limitation of the rights only of a few thowsand or

tens of thousands of revolutionary "extremists, " dangerous
agitatars. This cbjection, however, would be inconsis-
tent from the very outset; since it is Shirley Williams
who insists on the need to recognize and guarantee the
right of freedom of opinion for all individuals, Why

grant this freedom to the (very small) minority which is
the big bourgecisie and refuse to grant it to the
revolutionary minority?

But be that as it may, the concrete dynamic, confirmed
by all recent experience, demonstrates that limitation

of the democratic rights of "small revolutionary minorities"
is but the beginning of (if not the pretext for) a much
brooder repression against an entire wing of the organized
workers movement, if not ogainst the working ¢lass as
awhola. In the situation of oggrovated soclal erisis of
late capitalism, given the pronounced fall of the aver-
age rate of profit ond the prolongation of conditions

thot hover around stagflation, capitalism s less and

less able to tolerate the unrestricted right to strike, the
freedom to negotiate wages, the free organization of

the workers struggle against the implacable class

struggle woged by big capital, particularly through the
intreduction of massive structural unemployment. Hence
the universal offensive of the bourgeoisie for an incomes
pelicy, enthusiastically supported by the Social
Democratic right.

MNow, given the present relationship of class forces,

it Is impossible to impose an incomes policy without
limiting the right uE ;FBH expression. How can wildcat
strikes be outlowed without also outlawing calls to
wildcat strikes? How can factory occupations be out-
lawed without suppressing written defense of factory
cccupations? How can loyoffs of "dangerous ogitators”
in the foctories be legalized without suppressing the

right to speak, distribute leaflets, ond produce news-
papers calling for octive solidarity with workers who
are laid off?

The leoders of the German Social Democratic party wha
sat the infernal machine of repression In motion in West
Germany have already been faced with @ situation In
which a portion of their own orgenization is subject to
state repression for reqsons of opinien. For the Fronz-Josef
Strausses, "ogitation” in favor of the collective appro-
priation of the mears of production is "cantrary to the
constitution, " But this call for collective appropriation
appears in the basic program of the DGB, the West
German trade-union federation equivalent to the

British TUC. Can one be so naive os to fail to under-~
stand that for the British bourgeoisie, the witci=hunt

In the Labour party ogainst the Trotskyists is memaly

the preparation if not the pretext for a re;E:n_ﬁun waged
by the employers and the state against the most combative
trode-union militants ond the most combative wing of
the proletariot? Already, according to the February

4 Sun, the Social Democratic Alliance, a right 5o~
ciol Democratic grouping, heas accused Jack Jones, o
major trade-union leader, of being "o declared oppo-
nent of Western parliamentary democracy" and an od-
vocate of soviets! The witch=hunt is thus now spread-
ing to a whole section of the trode unions. A sign of
the times|

Implacable logic of class struggle

In this sense, the identification the Social Democracy
maokes between "representative democrocy, " institutions
of the bourgeois-democratic state, ond government
through the "coment” of the bourgeoisie on the one
hand and democratic rights on the other hond leads the
Social Democracy into genuine suicidal disasters,

The “consent” of the bourgeolsie and respect for the
bourgeais state apporatus is partially compatible with
the survival of democratic rlgh for the masses anly
during relatively stable and prosperous periods for
bourgeois society. When social and economic instability
mounts increasingly, secial contradictions sharpen in
such a way that the bourgeoisie seeks fo crush the
freedom of action ond organization of the workers move-
ment, including that of the Social Democracy inelf.
Toward this end the bourgecisie uses the permanent
state apparatus, of which the repressive apparatus is the
decisive element,

The enly mears by which fo avoid the advent of bloady
dictatorships when the objective basis for parliamentary
democracy disappears is the extraparliamentary mobili-
zation and action of the masses to breck the consplr-
ators and their inspirers in time, thot i3, to break the
repressive state apparatus of the bourgecisie. But for the
Social Democrats this is to depart from the terrain of
"legality" and “corsent. " Fixated on the impotent
parliament until five minutes post midnight, they stand
powerless before the liquidation of democratic rights
and their own annihilation, for they reject the only
possible defense of these democratic rights, which Is
the unrestricted mobilization of the masses, which en-
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tails going beyond the "law and order” of the
bourgeoisie.

In curbing, frogmenting, discouraging, and even break-
ing this mobilization during a period of inevirable
general ¢lass confrontation, the Social Democratic
leaders dig their own graves as well os the grave of
democratic rights. The tragic exomples of the rise to
power of Hitler, Franco, ond Pinochet attest to the
price paid in blood by humanity for this parliamentary
cretinism.

"But this can't happen here, where the army has o
deep democratic and constitutional tradition, " reply
the Williamses and Callaghans, just as Allende replied
in Chile. Really? All cur quotations from Williams's
speech come from the January 22, 1977, issue of The
Guordian. On poge 24 of the same lstue of the same
newspaper, under the revealing headline "Unions
Helped to Avoid Coup, " we read the following report
of a speech by Jock Jones, a major British trode-union
leader, "'Two years ago we could have easily foced o
coup in Britain. The fear of hyperinflation was strong.
There was talk of private ormies being ossembled. There
was talk of the end of democroey,' . . . Questioned
afterwards, Mr. Jones insisted that there hod been
what he describes os '"loose talking' around the top
echelons of society. He maintairs that the people
then — "colone! this and captain that' — were still
oround and were not concerped about providing decent
conditions for working people in Britain. They only
wanted to 'keep the warkers down, "

The typical reoction of the Social Democrots in face of

such a situation is to retreot, bow down, and demobilize
the masses "so ms not to provoke reaction.” IF the social
crisis is grave, this is the surest road to a coup.

Granted, Britain is not yet at that point, But Chile in
1973, Spain in 1938, and Germany in 1933 all arrived
there, in porHeular because of parllamentary cretinism
and refusal to defend democratic rights effectively, thus
clearing the way to dictatorship. Under similar conditions
which could develop in the future, the British General
Kitson wi |l net be any better than the Chilean General
Pinochet.

An old Arab legend retold by the British author W.
Sommerset Maugham recounts the story of the servant

of a Baghdod merchant who was frightened when he meat
Degth in the market. To escape, he hurries to take to
the rood to Samara, "Why did you frighten my servant, "
the merchant asks Death, "l didn't mean to frighten
him, " replies Death. "it's fust that | was surprised to
see him in Baghdod, for | have an appointment with him
in Samara tonight. " Shirley Williams wants to defend
"democrocy. " At the some time, she does not want to
break with the consent of the bourgeoisie and wants at
all costs to respect the "low and order” of big capital,
upheld by a repressive opparatus which s anti-democratic
by nature . Let her take to the rood to Samara, then,
over which hover the shadows of Hitler, Froance, ond
Pinochet,

February 3, 1977

There were tens of thousands of us in the streets of
Madrid today. We were all together, chonting together,
marching in the streats togather, expressing our common
rage and our common sfrength, demonsirating this
strength for all who cared to see, and for ourse lves as
well. More, hundreds of thouwsands of workers went on
strike throughout the country in an Immense demon=~
stration of pain and fury. Probobly, the majority of
them also wanted to take to the streets, to unite In the
streets with the other comrodes to demand justice,
rights, and freedom. But they did not do so, as they
did not do so on November 12, 1974, bacause the
leaderships in whom they trust told them that it was

a provocation to take to the streets, just os they did

in November.

A provocation? To whom? To the workers and the
people? Certainly not, for it was the workers and
people who were demanstrating, it was the workers and
people who applauded from the sidewalks, took up the
chants, and raised their clenched fists. A provecation
to the fascist murderers then? Mo, not even that, for
when in the history of the workers movement have the
fascists been "provoked" — that is, stimulated or
emboldenad by the demonstrations of strength of the
workers? What has in Fact occurred,; unfortupately
many times, is exoctly the opposite. The demobilization,
demoralizotion, disunity, and passivity of the workers,
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vament continued to mobilize thousonds,

ises of the niment
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ed for hours.

brought about by the cowardice of their leadars, have
strengthened fascism. ls it time to forget Chile? More
fo the point, I It time to forget March 11, 1975, in
Portugal, when the explesive street mobilization of
the workers succeeded in aborting o reactionary coup?

In the end, then, exactly who was “provoked”? The
government? Maybe this s the answer, but it s a
particularly cynical one, for the strugales of the

workers always "provoke " bourgeoils governments, espe=
cia lly governments os reactionary as the one we endure.
A government that has just offered a truly exemplary
response to the "fovors" and proises that have been
bestowed on it by the "apposition.” Thus, the govern-
ment hos just elevated the recommendation that "action
in the streets be avoided" to the status of law, prohibiting
any sort of demanstration. It hos announced that the
“anti-terrorist" decree-law, whose "vigorous” application
will, as always, be directed against the revolutionary
orgonizations, will remain in force, ond it has given
4,000 million pesetos more to the repressive bodies, un-
doubtedly o bonus For their intervention during these

past days.

But let us lock ahead. While still feeling sur grief for
the deod comrodes, our indignation against their
murderers, our shome for these who could hove stimu-

hopes in the thousands of workers who struggled against
foscist terrorism in one form or another, It is now
necessary to think about the situotion ond to offer o
revalutionary response .

And to do this it s necessary to rethink the history of

past months. These months during which, we have been
told, we have entered "a process of democratic normaliza-
tion."

The “process of democratic normalization®

In a little less than @ yeor of Francoist monarchy we
have experienced more workers and people's struggles
than in any comparable pericd since 1939, These
struggles succeeded in demolishing the First version of
the government reform, buttheywere nonethelessunchble
to demolish the second. Why?

The Aries government was a Francoist government, lts
real objective, regardless of the demagogy now being
engaged in by some of ifs former members (Fformer
Minister of the Interior Froga's "rightist" demagogy,
Arellza's "canter” demogogy), wos to introduce the
minimum pessible reforms in the system as regards the
economic, political, ond social interests that lay at
the base of Francoism. Once the dictator was dead,
however, this project no longer made sense. Only a
minimum and inevitable extension of the "tolerance"
of the mass movement was necessary before the activity
of the workers reoched frightening proportions through-
out the country, The January 1976 strikes Tn Modrid and
the struggles for omnesty throughout the state (Viteria,
Meontejurra, ond elsewhere) showed that o workers
movement, inspite of its being "illegal” and in spite
of mounting repression, was capable of organizing and
asserting its own interests, of struggling with uncon-
trallable determination for demands that went beyond
the ability of the bourgecisia to moke concessions . The
country was polarized: Day by day the interests of the
bourgeoisie and the interests of the workers appeared
Increasingly irreconcilable. The monarchy itself
tottered .

Then the king himself, in a maneuver of "self-defense, '
hod to enter the political arena actively, going over
the head of the government. With the odvice of
imperialism received during his visit to the United
States, after his interviews with members of the
"opposition, " and following consultations with military
and finoncial circles, the king altered the goals and
course of the reform.

The Sudrez government is o bourgeois government, lis
objective Is to bring about a contrelled evolution to-
word a state of "truncated"” democracy, a "strong state”
based on an untouchable monarchy and army,
complexity of "legal labyrinths® within the new
parlianent (which eliminates the risks of o Constituent
Assembly ond assures the moximum of constitutional
stability}, o reorganization of the bourgecis political
forces that establishes o "center" parliomentary
majority, ond a stabilization plen negotiated with
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omong which an attempt is being mode to shift the
relationship of forces In favor of the Partido Socialista
Obrers Espafiol (PSOE — Spanish Secialist Workers
party, Social Democratic) and against the Communist
party of Spain (PCE).

The achievement of this project requires one decisive
precondition: that the activity and rodicolization of

the masses be reduced and worn down. To bring this
about, workers and people's orgonizations and actions
must remain illegal and therefore subject to repression.
By means of a well-known decree~low, arbitration was
established as the "natural” and immediate cutcome of
the majority of wage negotiotions. And above all,

the government begon "negotiating” with the oppasition.

Maturally, the "democratic opposition” also felt the
impoct of the soclal polarization of the country, The
form in which it responded weas the "negotiated break”
(ruptura negocioda) with Francoism, accompanied by an
ghsession with maintaining the paralysis of the mass
movement. Given these conditions, the obvious con-
sequence was that the government lafd down the rules
and limits of the negotiations without resistance, When
we said that "the negatiated breck amounts to hitching
the mass movement to the wagon of the reform, " we
knew what we were talking about.

The combativity of the workers overcame a theusand
ohstoc les to diive forward the great struggles of past
months, during which it wes demonstrated for the
umpteenth time thot when a clear political objective
exishs [os in the general strikes of September in Tenerife,
Madrid, and Euzkedi, and gs is the case now) and when
the passivity of the reformist leaderships can be over-
come, or when they are forced into united action, the
potential for combat and resistance can be immense
(Movember 12, Roca, Valencia, the construction
industry, elc.).

But the mass movement locks a political altemnative of
its own, a politicol project with which it can confront
the government, a project worthy of the arducusness of
the struggle. The farmation of the "commission of 9(1)
meant that the entire "bourgecis" opposition and the
reformist workers parties would limit their "program”

to hoggling on the basls of the government project. The
majority of the "united organizations of the opposition”
are experiencing an inevitable and virtually irrevenible
crisis: For one decisive year now they have ployed their
role of curbing the mass movement ond fostering false
illusions within it,

#s January 23 drew near, it wos ¢lear that the funda-
mental task of revelutionaries was to build this political
alternative, For in the finol onalysis, we are not

living through any sort of "process of democratic
normalization, * unless "normalizing democracy"” means
keeping the prisoners in jail, tronsforming the demo-
crotic ond national rights and freedoms of our peoples
into a farce, worsening the living conditions of the
workers, keeping the workers movement illegal, and,
as a "culmination" of the whole project, holding unfree

elections to parlioments and not corstituent msemblies,
All this has nothing ta do with the democrocy ond
freedom for which we have been struggling for so many

years,

We shall continue this strugale, day by day. January
23 was one of the days of this struggle. The government
prohibited the demonstration and sent its repressive
forces into the streets to sovagely repress the demonstrators,
relying, as always, on the collaboration of the fascists,
Thue began the tragedy of past days.

The strategy of tension

For almest forty years the foscists have been cosily
ensconced in the Francoist opparatus, They took over
the Movimiento Macional and the hierarchy of the
CINS5 (the official "trade~union" federation) and
cccupied key posts in the courts, the army, and the
repressive bodies. Some of them made considerable
fortunes, and we find many of them sitting on boards
of directors, in the management of national and private
companies. And so it continues,

After the deoth of the dictator, this sinister network of
economic and political Intarests falt threatened, and
the "strategy of tension" was set in motion. A strategy
whose protagonists need not be sought in Croatia,
Argentina, or [taly, but right here, well within.
Protogonists whe must not be confused with those who
may not be amang them.

The aim of this bloodletting is, in the first place, to
demoralize and disorganize the workens movement, so
that the workers come to believe that on their own they
are incopoble of responding to the agression. The second
aim, which Is based on the fist, is to odvance the
immed iate interests of that sector of big copital which
hes most directly benefited from Francoism and which
fears that any political change would seriously wecken
its positions. Third, the fascists represent the reserve
card of the entire bourgesisie, which is prepared,
should it be necessary ogain, to opt for the "final
solution.” It is in this way, ond not on the basis of
"international conspirocies, " that the strotegy of
tension must be understood.

With this charocterization, we must confront those w ho
hold up the immediate specter of a "coup”, utilizing

it &t an excuse for thelr own capitulations. For it must
be said at the outset that a coup is highly improbable,
for one fundomental reason: the combativity and
strength of the workers. The bourgecisie knows that to
defeat the warkers militarily they must first be defeated
politically, so that they lose confidence in thair own
strength, rencunce realization of their closs program,
and become divided among themse lves. The Spanish
bourgeoisie possesses weapons with which to try to in-
Flict this political defeat, the weapon: of the strong
state and of "class collaboration. " The most ITkely
variant is that the bourgecisie will use these weapons
to the hilt and will not risk the unity of its army ina
putschist adventure that would meet flerce resistance
from our people,



But let us admit the possibility. How should we confront
o reactionary coup? By keeping the workers in the
foctories, leaving the streets Free, relying on one
group of generals to disarm the others, relying on the
government to send out its police to keep itself in
power? This "tactic" has cost literally hundreds of
thousands of proletarion lives and has resulted in the
worst defeats in the history of the warkers movement,
What must be done is exactly the opposite: Call upon
the workers to unite, place thamselves ot the heod of
the entire population, leod this population pelitically
ond militarily, draw all *the comrodes in uniform to
their side and prepare to crush fescist barbarism once
and for all, and with it copitalist exploitation in all
its forms.

To fight the strategy of tension a strategy of revolution
is needed . It is necessary to prepare ounselves and the
working class for such a strategy through daily struggles
in eoch concrete situation. You cannot fight the fascists
by negotiating with those who neithar can nor want to
-deprive them of their impunity.

The strategy of negotiation

On January 24 Felipe Gonzédlez (leader of the PSOE)
declored: "The best response fo extremist violence is
to continue negotiating., "

All criticism of the government vanished from the mouths
af the "opposition. " Instead, oll Its efforts were con-
centrated on pretfifying the government: "adslfo

Suéirez is maintaining great serenity and has the
situgtion under control." This total capitulation to the
government was openly manifested in the attitude of

the entire "democratic opposition” throughout these

days.

Popular indignation grew rapidly after the murder of
Arturo Ruiz. MNew demonsirations followed one ofter
the other. A general strike wos called for Jonuary 26.
The Coordinacién Democrédtica had been dead for many
weeks; it was carrying on no activity. And at this point
the "oppostion" decided to resurrect it. To strengthen
and coordinate this popular Indignation? Mo, just the
cpposite. To hold it back. During the meeting this
body held January 24 the PSOE and ID(2) vetoed the
presence of the LCR with observer status, Thus, a
workers organization, the PSOE, prefered on agreement
with the ID and negotiation with Sufirez rather than an
alliance with o revolutionary organization, In reality,
this meating wos merely a froud aimed ot restricting
and holding back the activity of the mass movement.,
The Coordinacién Democrética opposed any organization
of struggle and simply decreed a day of mouming,

The same night, the so-called Triple A savogely murdered
five militants of the Werkers Commissions, members

of the PCE, Once again, the reaction of the mass move-
ment was explosive. The immense majority of the
foctories of Madrid went on strike, There were strikes

in Barcelono, Bilbao, Sewville, and other cities. The
mass movement initiated a general strike to put on end

once and for all to a regime whote continued existence
is the cause of new murders every day. Up to this point,
the PCE hod participated in various united committess
and initiatives to prepore a day of struggle for Jonuary
24, But just then, when unity and organization were
most necessary, the PCE mode a 180 degree turmn ond
withdrew from the committees, initiating o compaign of
general demobllization. The Warkers Commissions,
which in many centers hod already begun organizing
struggle, curbed their octivity and were used instead

to extinguish the indignation of the workers. Tha COS
called for holding bock the struggle, for preventing it
from taking to the streets,

And once ogain the Coordinacidn Democrdtica was

used for this demobilization, A state-wide meeting of
this body wos called for Jonuory 26. The PTE, ORT,
and MC(3) decided to hold off on united accords we had
proposed to them, preferring to wait for this meeting.
But the night before, the "oppaosition, " from Carrillo

to Areilza, agreed to call for demobilization.

Thus, the entire “poliey of negotiation" was reduced to
a single objective: held bock the mobilization and thus
free the government’s hand, not only right now, but in
the leng term as well, preventing the regime fram lesing
the "political initiative" (which means preventing this
initiative from passing clearly to the mass movement},
allowing and aiding all the measures neaded to “control”
the working class and the people. And the Council of
Ministers did in fact take these mewsures.

Fortunately, the masses hod moved inte struggle in spite
of all the obstacles, And they insisted on continuing.
The only hope of bringing down the Francoist
monarchy, along with its repressive corps ond fascism,
is rooted precisely omong the masses, in their action.
Also fortunately, the reformist parties are waorkers
porties ond therefore come under pressure and were cul-
flanked by thousands of Communist and Socialist fighters
who ore members of them. Now in particular, we
oddress ounelves to them, os well o8 to the comrades

of the ORT, PTE, and MC who have long relied on
callaboration with the bourgeoisie, on the Coordinocidn
Demcerética, on negotiation with the government:
Comrodes, we have not struggled for forty years in order
to bow before our class enemies or before a murderous
government, nor in order to cccept truncated freedom.
We want complete freedom. And there Is a way, o
strategy, fo achieve it and to combaot al| the "strategies
of tension™ ond “strotegies of negotiation" that have
been placed before us,

The strategy of revolution

This strategy aims ot a single objective, which s to
make sure that the workers always drow the same
conc lusion fram the concrete experiences of all their
strugg les: that to assure ond extend democratic rights,
to guarantee the rights of the workers and pecple, to
win all thelr demands, capitalism must be destroyed,

This is the fundamental content and arientation of the
revolutionary strategy, which must be transformed into
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effective and practical terms in each concrete situation.

The bourgeoisie in our country today has a political
project it considers credible and consistent: the project
of the Sudrez government for a "strong state” monarchy.

As against this project, there Is o consistent and credible
revolutionary alternative, which can be summed up in
five points, like the five fingers of a fist. We will

fight for the working class fo maoke this project its own.

The first point: Carry the destruction of Francoism, the
struggle for democracy, through to the end. Win com-
plete amnesty and full democratic rights, most espa=
clally the right of self-determination for the national-
itias. Demand the dissolution of the repressive bodles
and the purge of the army, the courts, and the admin-
istration; exact responsibility for the crimes committed
ogainst the workers and people. Demand o break with
all pacts with imperinlism, with all their comequences.
Struggle for free electons to o Constituent Assembly
that will sweep away Froncoism and proclaim the
Republic.

The second: Fight against any form of social pact. Re~
fuse to beor the burden of the capitalist crisis. Struggle
for decent living conditions (housing, health, education,
transit, etc.) and decent working conditions (woges,
workweek, work pace, security).

The third: Organize, for the strength of the workers
lies in their united and democratic organization,
Struggle with all possible strength for a united trade-
union, for a trade~union congress to constitute a
united class trade-union. Struggle for higher forms of
workers democracy : bodies composed of delegates
elected in rank-and-file assemblies and revocable by
those assemb lies. Coordinate and centralize them,
Create the necessary special ergons: particularly to-
day, antifescist ond self-defense vigilonce committees.

The fourth: Toward the general strike, because the in-
dependent, united, ond centralized action of the
masses is the only way to fight ogainst explaitation
ard for freedom,

The fifth: For a government of the workers parties,

for only the working class is capable of leading the
struggle of the entire people for their economic,
political, and social demands. Only the working class
is capable of consistently confronting oll forms of
resistance from the bourgeoisie. When, in foce of the
crisis of the Sudrez government, the prospect of govern-
ments of interc lass coalition beging to loom on the
horizon, governments which are instruments for
capitulation and demoralization of the workers, it is
necessary to show the working class that Tt is the workers
themse lves who have the answer to the problems of
society, that it is the parties in which the workers have
placed their trust that must govern, basing themse lves
on the orgenizations of the workers and responsible be-
fore the workers for putting all the demands of the
workers and people into proctice,
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With this fist we can confront the complex and difficult
situation now opening. With this fist we con Fight
agairst Francoism, the remnants of Francoism, and
truncated democracy and for freedom in the full serse,
against the social pact and for the self-organization

of the workers and workers democracy ,

What a situation for those who believe that the revalu-
tion is a series of perfectly separate and distinct stages!
In this situation, it will be necessary to be able to
maintain the class independence of the workers come
what may; every oppartunity for united action that
strengthans workers comclousness and combativity will
have to be seized upan,

We shall join this battle and we call upon all the
workers parties fo join it with us, and especially the
militant and revolutionory workers organizations that
are now rejecting the "strategy of negotiation” and
are ready to Fight consistently for the demands of the
workers. Let us forge unity in action together, let us
fight for the workers united front.

We shall join this battle tirelessly, without renouncing
a single point of our program, seizing upon every
opportunity to moke this program come alive in the
daily actions of the mosses.

They have called us "provocateurs, " We knew they
would and we were prepared for 1t. In the whole history
of the workers movement not a single revolutionary
organizotion has escaped this chorge. Lenin, Trotsky,
Roso Luxemburg, Liebknecht, Nin — they were all
called "provocateurs, " 50 we are in good company,

Above all, we are in the company of the working class.
And since the working class will win, we also will win,

Political Bureau of the Liga Comunista Revelucionoria
Janvary 26, 1977

MNOTES

1. The "commission of 9" is a body composed of six rep=-
resentatives of parties and political currents (liberals,
Christian Democrats, Social Democratic federation,
Secialists, and Communists) plus three represantatives
of nationalities (Galicia, Euzkodi, Cotalonia). It is
charged with representing the entire "democratic oppo-
sition" before the govemment. It has recently become
the commission of 10 with the oddition of a representa-
tive of the COS, a coordinating body including repre-
sentatives of the Waorkers Commissions, the Socialist-
led UGT union federation, and the Christion Democra-
tic influenced union grouping, the USO.

2, 1D: lzquierda Democrética (Democratic Left) o left
Christian Democratic grouping led by Ruiz Giménez.

3, ORT: Organizacién Revolucionaria de los Trabajo-
dores (Revolutionary Weorkers Organization). PTE: Par-
tido del Trobajo de Espofia (Labor party of Spain). MC:
Movimiente Comunista (Communist Movement) .



"Information on the mobilization and preparation of
the workers for struggle is contredictory; it varies from
sector o sector.” Thus began the chopter on the
situation of the workers movement in the resclution
passed by the assembly of Portuguese Communist party
codres held December 18, 1976,

Exactly what is the situation of the warkers movement?
What was the impact of the recent struggle of the public
service workers? What is the import of the congress of
the Intersindical (the trade=union federation) and the
crisis of the Socialist party?

Rising workers combativity

At the end of January, a few weeks after the election
of their trode-union leodership, public service
employees demonstrated ot 58c Bento, Against the 15%
woge increase proposed by the government, some

10, 000 workers demanded an ocross-the-board Increase
of 2,000 escudos a month. Previously, 60,000 workers
hod signed petitions demanding the same thing. But
upon arrival at 580 Bento, the union leadership
{dominated by the CP) limited Htself to asking For
negotiations, without presenting any specific demand,
even though this leadership hod been elected on the
besis of o plotform containing an explicit defense of
this objective of struggle.

THE FIGHT AGAINST
SOARES'S AUSTERITY

L by GEORGE BUARQUE >

Because of this policy, the strikes were isolated. The
CP has systematically cpposed the development of other
forms of struggle. This explains why lobor contracts
have remained suspended for more then o year and why
there has still been no overall response from the work-
ing class. MNevertheless, the situation is now beginning
to change .

In 1974, after the formation of the Socares SP government,
and following an initial moment of hesitation, some
significant sectors of the working class did mobilize:

the textile workers, employees in commerce, shoe
workers, sectors among the most explolted but alsa the
most disorganized on the trade-union level. Thus the
trend toward the generalized dynamic of unification of
struggles which hod held swoy before MNovember 25,
1575, ond even during the final phase of the sixth
government, was reversed . This situation weakened the
workers movement, intensified its divisions, ond enabled
the Socares government to move to the offensive. In
September 1976 the workers ot Lisnave ond Setnave
shipyords occepted the administration's proposal, which
rejected the forty=hour week ond ocross-the-board

wage ncreases of 1,000 escudos a month for all; In foct,
it even Introduced new divisions in wage categories.,

One hundred and cne agriculiural properties that hod
been selzed by peasants in 1975 were evacuated., The
right of reserve (the return to lard lords of a partion of

i |



land occupied by peasants) began to be applied. On
September 9, 1976, Soares issued o call for a battle

for g#ﬂinﬁ ond a social poct: "Hard work and
discipline, that is the first precondition for emerging

from the tunnel in which we now find ourselves." And
he added: "The government calls upen trade-union
officials and all workers in general, as well os the
employers, to increase productivity at all costs. This
is on urgent national imperative. . . .In the interests
of the workers, the situation must be clarified. Given
the impassibility of immediate layoffs, many enter=
prises won't creote new jobs or occeph new projects,
To concretize the "demands” of the Social Democratic
leaders, a law on layoffs was adopted in 1976, Some
of the grounds on which layoffs are allowed are: "1.
illegitimate disobedience of the orders of supervisory
officials;. . .5. domaging the property of the enter-
prise;. . .7. a number of unjustified absences amount-
ing to Five consecutive or ten non-corsecutive days a
year;. . .12, abnormal reduction of the productivity
of the workers. "

The first phase of trade-union mobi lization, -:Fin:ci:ling
with preparation for the congress of the intersindical,
led to the day of struggle of November 27, lWﬁ:‘ Some
30, 000 workers turned cut to the May 1 Stadium in
Lisbon, but they were offered no specific rallying cry.
The toughest struggles and strikes dragged on, the
amployers refusing to negotiate and the government
declining to intervene. Neverthaless, the pressure of
workers combativity persisted. The comstruction workers
of Modeira, under the leadership of for-left militants,
launched a strike that led to a partial victory in two
weeks. But the construction workers on the mainland
did not budge, The workers of the "margem esquerda”
collective production unit surrounded a plot of property
slated to be retumed to a British landlord and hald
thelr position for quite some fime. But thete was no
solidarity movement. |n two textile factories, Maconde
(in Braga) and M. Lopes Henrique {in Lisbon) tl:mra were
protracted strikes with factory occupations against the
layoff of two union delegates.

b~

But it was only in December 1976 that the struggles
once again began to have an impact on the political
situation. The postal workers strike of December 15,
1976, heralded some important mobilizations, particu-
larly thase of the teachers and public service employses.

These struggles must be located in o sociceconamic
context which is increasingly maorked by crisis. The
secretary of state for the economic plan has odmitted
that the rate of unemployment is 149, But the real
figure must be an the order of 295 (700, 000 workers),
which represents an increase of 30% since December
1975. According to government figures, real wages
declined 17.5% lost year; occording to the figures of
the trade unions and the workers parties, the decline
was 2596,

But ot the same time, the government is having great
difficulty launching an offensive against the teiling
masses in order to create the conditions for o bourgeois
onti-crisis policy. The resistance of the workers move-
ment to anti-union leglislation threatens to turn into
mass mobilizations. Meetings of trade~union leaders,
delegates, and members of workers commissions held in
Lisbon on MNovember &6, 1976, and in Porto on January
9, 1977, reflected o growing radicalization: nearly
1026 of the delegates declared themse lves for prepara-
tion of a national strike for collective bargaining
contracts, a proposal made by union militants supporting
the positions of the Ligo Comunista Internacionalista
(LC| = Internationalist Communist Leogue).

After an initial offensive, the duration of which was
prolonged by the results of the elections, the govem-
ment is now confronted with greater combativity and
a permanent crisis which places It in oppatition to the
rank-and-file workers of ifs own party, the SP. This s
accompanied by a deepening of political oppasition
from the bourgeois parties and pressures from the mili-
?.,E[l hierarchy. Soares will now stoke everything on

is next mover o deeper attack on the trade-union move-
ment ond the ograrian reform. This attack will be
concretized in leglslation challenging some of the de-
cisive gairs of the toilers: workers eontrol, the workers
commissions, and the collective production units (in
ogriculture).

Economic and political crisis worsens

The municipal electiors of December 12, 1974, con-
firmed the combativity potential of the working class.
Although they did not qualitatively alter the political
situation, these elections did highlight the depth of
the crisis of bourgeois leadership. In spite of the limits
of the comparison, it should be noted that the PPD
{Partide Popular Democrético — Popular Damocratic
party, largest bourgeois party in Pertugal) lost 275,000
vates compared with its performance in the legislative
electiors of spring 1976 (and 475, 000 votes compared
with the 1975 elections to the Constituent Assembly) .
The CDS (Centro Democrético Social — Social Demo~
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cratic Center, the "rightist" bourgeois porty) lost
171,000 votes (which represents 20% of Its total vote
in the legislative elections). For its part, the Socialist
party lost 500,000 votes (750, 000 compared with the
Constituent Assembly elections). Like the PPD and
CDS, the 5P lost ground everywhere (except in Beja).
On the other hand, the Communist party got twice oz
many votes as [ts condidate, Octévio Pato, did in the
presidential elections lost year, although in obsolute
figures it did not attain the record result of the
legislative elections. The GDUP (Dynamization Groups
of Popular Unity, the far-left grouping established
arund the candidacy of Otelo Carvalhe in the
presidential elections) did not succeed in amassing the
sum of votes received by the MES (Movimente Esquerda
Socialista — Left Socialist Mevement) and the LDP
(Unige Democrdtice Popular — People's Democratic
Union) in the april 1976 legislative elections.

Obviously, it was the bourgecis parties that suffered
most from the incremse in the rate of abstention (35%
o= against 205 during the legislative elections), This
has prevented them from launching the offensive that
PPD leoder 58 Corneiro declored inevitable after the
elections,

In fact, before the municipal elections 54 Corneiro

told the congress of his party: "Foced with an ineffective
government and an Assembly of the Republic in which
there is no stable majority, the president will sure ly

be called upon to play an increasingly active role in

the framework of the functiors attributed to him by the
Constitution. " The PPD wes shifting its erientation, now
aiming ot a government the bockbone of which would

be mode up of a bloc between the PPD and the SP,
Further, o preference was indicated for a military govern-
ment under the direct control of President Romalho
Eones. The CDS also developed the some orientation.

But the municipal elections proveked some disarray in
these circles, 54 Carneiro upped the ante, stepping up
his attocks on the govermnment and his calls for military
Intervention, The CDS, on the other hand, moderated
the tone of its criticisme, The bosic difference between
54 Carneiro and Freitos do Amaral of the CDS lies not
in the definition of the objective. Both agree that only
Generol Eanes can resolve the situation, either by
exerting pressure on the govemment or by changing it.
But the CDS better understands the character of the
relationship of social forces, After its big meeting in
Rio Maior in October 1976, which was directed pri-
marily ogainst Social Democratic Minister of Agricul-
ture Lopes Cardeso, the Confederation of Portuguese
Farmers (CAP) has hardly been heard from. The Con-
federation of Portuguese Industry (CIP) maintains a
certain level of activity but is not capable of taking
initiatives having a brood audience. Thus, neither

the bourgeois parties nor their organizations (CAP and
CIP) are in pesition to palarize clearly majority sectors
of the "middle classes" around them,

Meverthaless, it would be dangerous to underestimate
the process of recomposition of the state apparatus or

the degree of initictive this confers upon the bourgeoisie.
The Movember conference of the Bank of Portugal and
the German Marshall Fund demonstrated that imperialism
now has o more concerted toctic of economic blackmail.
The military hierarchy is now much more solidified
around Eanes. The letest changes in the Council of the
Revolution testify to this. The far right sectors (Pires
Veloso and Morais E. Silva, "councilloms of the
revolution” linked to the terrorist netwark) are now

very much pushed to the sidelines. But while a direct
military intervention, demanded by the entire bour-
geoisie, is not possible given the present situation of
the class struggle, the donger nevertheless exisis, At
the same time, the continued existence of the Marlo
Soares government demonstrates to what extent the
gravity of the political erisis; in view of the relation=-
ship of closs forces, still requires the malntenance of

a government of class collaboration, a government
whose fragility is nonetheless highlighted by the depth
of the social ond economic crisis.

The economic crisis

In spite of some signs of a positive turn in the econo-
mic situation (diminution of fiduciary circulation,

total banking deposits have attained the historic record
of 400 milllen escudes; some sectors—such o construc-
tion — which exert strong multiplying effects experienced
an upturn during the summer ond the beginning of
autumn}, the indices of the increase of industrial pro-
duction in December fell well short of government
target.. Some sectors are olready beginning to exhibit
the limits of a short=term inflationary recovery: con-
struction has already slowed dewn and this trend will
deepen, Production in the food sector, the enly branch
to undergo an expansion during 1974 ond 1975 (in
October 1576 its production was 1494 higher than in

e |



PORTUGAL

S S P e

October 1975) is now declining spectocularly. The
anly branch now registering growth is equipment goods.

For the First five months of 1976 total growth in the
transformation industries was 4%6; in September grewth
reached 85 compared with the same period of the
preceding year. The growth in the equipment goods
sector cannot conceal the modesty of the results
achieved compared with the overall economic objectives
set by the government and by "Plan 77": a 5% Increase
in gross domestic product, with a 1086 average annual
growth rote of industrial production and a 15-18%
yearly increase in investment. These are, in foct, ex-
tremely low targets, inferfor to the actual development
that occurred during the period 1772-73. Hence, the
ereation of 50,000 new jobs and the reanimation of the
export sectors did not toke place. On the contrary, the
retumn to their former owners of "intervened” ond

g If~managed” enterprises, the Imposition of a "battle
for production” in the nationalized enterprises, the
extension of the workweek, and the lows on la yoffs
will stimulate increasing unemployment and inflation
and will generate social tension.

In substance, the govemment is limiting itself to again
tak ing up the economic project of the Caetano regime.
Moreover, Walter Rosa, minister of industry up until

a few weeks ogo, was one of the outhors of these plans
when he was a functionary in governments before the
April 1974 coup. This economic option ( far example,
concentration of 30% of industrial investments in a
single complex of Sines) resolves none of the problems,
What good is all this, the caopitalists ask, if the private
sector still lacks the requested guaraniees, if there is
no radical reconversion of the productive system, if the
restitution to their former owners of enterprises under
“se lf-manogement"” is held up.

Neither the formal promise of Mario Soares to impase

a forty-eight-hour week in the productive sector and

a forty-hour week in services, nor the 2, 500 men of
the MNATO brigode stationed 100 kilometers from Lisbon
will be able to permit resolution of this problem.

The depth of the economic crisis, the resistance of the
workers, and the political and social crisis mean that
only a generalized confrontation will be able to
qualitatively transform the present period of the closs
struggle. For the bourgeoisie, this would require the
ability to destroy the gains of the period prior to
Movember 25, 1975, in particular the freedom of oction
of the trode uniors and the workers parties, Mo inter-
mediary solution will be able in the medium term to
escape the confradiction between this objective and the
reality of the present relationship of social forces.

Recomposition of the workers movement

The presidential elections, the formation of the Soares
government, and the initiol struggles ogainst the
austerity plon opened a new period dominated by the
recompasition of the organized workers movement.
Clearly, the most spectacular element here is the crisis

]

of the 5P and the formation of o left wing within it.

But the crisis is not limited to this, The weakness of the
5P government lies in the persistance of workers
combativity and the fragility of the 5P's organized base
in the workers movement and the trade unions. The 5P
now has 600 foctory sections, less than 90 of which are
in the Lisbon industrial belt. The "open letter” — o
trade-union grouping linked to the SP — won the ad-
herence of 69 unions, but its September 1976 meeting,
the most representative one, was attended by only 50
delegations. Finally, the permanent gap between the
SP's electoral Influepce among the workers and its
organizational capacity leaves the 5P leadership exces-
sively narrow maneuvering room for the application of
its poliey.

in light of this, the ropid emergence of a left wing
within the SP is understondable. |t began to meet and
organize during and after the party’s second national
congress in Movember 1976, The heterogeneity of this
left wing Is the product of the very Factors that cccount
for its development. Distinct politicel experiences
separate the most rodicalized codres frontally opposed
to the Soclal Democratic policy (Aires Rodrigue,
Carmelinda Pereira, the Libon teachers union), those
sectors that were previously most tightly integrated

into the political apparatus of the Social Demacracy
{Lopes Cardoso for example), and the trade-union
militants (those who opposed the orientation of the CP
bureoucrocy ond those who hove had experiences in
unity In action, such os K. Barreto, probably future
secretary general of the Intersindical). The public op-
pearance of this left wing (2) bagon betwaen the
MNovember 1976 congress ond Jonuary 1977, with the
challenging of the essential axes of the policy of the
government, At the second congress in MNovember 1976
the "left dissidents" obtained 210 votes against 610 for
the majority (that is 25% of the vote]. At the special
SP congress in January 1977 they won 117 votes against
394 for the majority (2196). They express the existing
workers combativity within the 5P and now represent the
majority of factory militants and members of the Socialist
Youth.

Meeting one week before the January special congress,
militants suspended from the 5P and those supporting
them were unable to reach agreement with various
personalities such os Lopes Cardoso. On the eve of the
congress, B0 Young Socialists (the oppesition hod ob-
tained 147 votes ogainst 152 in the 5P youth congress)
hod olso prepared o resporse to occusations of
"Trotskyism. " (3) The representation of this left wing

in Porto despite the repression was indicative of the
continuity of this current and of its close links to the
party rank and file, But the left wing's difficulties in
the trade-union movement, the impasse of the "open
letter” group, ond the division over whether or not to
participate in the congress of the Intersindical, combined
with the policy of obstructing struggles being applied
by the Stalinist bureaucracy, make a policy of unity of
action of the working class around central demands
difficult in the immediate pariod shead. Such unity
would require a rapprochement between the trade-union
currents linked to the 5P and CP, among other things.
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The lack of this unity weokens the battle this left wing

wl::s to wage against partial aspects of the austerity
plan.,

The concrete forms of developmant of this recomposition
of the workers movement are also linked to the policy
of the CP in the mass movement. Because of the structure
of its base ond the centralization of its froction, the

CP now possesses brood maneuvering room in trode-union
struggles and leads the majority sector of the organized
workers movement, With about 2, 500 factory cells, the
CP has managed, after the festival of its newspaper
Avante and its eighth congress, to reorganize its inter-
vention and regain a grip on its working closs rank and
file. As o function of the evolution of the 5P and the
government and the crisis of the GDUP, the CP hes
blocked preparation of struggle and hes extended in
orientation— rnegotiate | —to the whole union movement.

Under the cover of o violent criticism of the govern-
ment (4), the Cunhal leadership s in foct camouflaging
a eopitulation to the military hierarchy. The leadar-
ship is thus led to say: "Given the difficulties resulting
from the blindness of some of the 5P leoders, the eighth
congress of the CP has proposed o second democratic
oltemative (the first being an understanding between
the CP ond the 5P}, namely the formation of o govern-
ment presided over by a persenality not In any party,
whether a civilian or an officer, with the participation
of members of the porties, independents, and officers
and with the suppart of ot least the 5P and the CP.'(5)

What long march has led to this pesition? Cunhal him-
self explained the conditions under which the CP has
been influenced by objective reality ond the struggle
of the masses (&) Pato had also clarified the objectives
of his party during the presidential elections, when he
refused to criticize the candidocy of Eanes: open up
the possibility of negotiating o recompasition of the
government, if necessary even accepting collaboration
with the PPD,(7) This perspective came into de facto
controdiction with the mobilizations of the masses: the
struggles of the teachers and public sarvice workers
were unable to develop because of the explicit outlook
and [nitiatives of the CP, although the possibility of

@ national strike was real. But at the some fime it was
proven that the peaceful application of this orientation
presupposed a great stability of the working class, a
decline in its combativity potential .

It wes becouse these conditions do not exist that the
Intersindical congress hod to hastily revise Its acticn
program. The final resalution incorporated some
formulations pointing out the necessity of an octive
mobilization. Meverthelass, the crisis of the far left
o8 expressed in the crisis of the GDUP encbles the CP
to allow some changes in the formulation of demands
without Immediately being compelled to actually
mobilize. The crisis of the "for left" s expressed in
the rapid decline of Its initiotive copocity, the dif-
ficulty In integrating broad sectors thot hod octively

- supported the Otelo campaign, the re~entry of many

of these workers and youth into the sphere of influence
@f the majority parties (especially the CP), and the

infernal erisis coused by the sectarion clashes between
the bloc of the MES, PRP, and M5U on the one hand
and the UDP and PCP-R on the other hand.(8) The con-
gress of the GDUP was postponed several times. In or-
‘er to avoid an immediate split, o parity leadership
was established. This did not prevent the PRP from

fol lowing in the footsteps of the FSP (Popular Socialist
Front) and leaving the GDUP. The MSU then followed
suit. In addition, the militants of the MES are now
deeply demoralized, The existence of o very large
PCP-R majority creates o very unstable situation po-
litically. Thus, the "movement of popular unity"” os=
cillates between extreme sectarianism toward the
workers porties, proclaiming that "revisionism s o
paper tiger, " and tailendism in the unions o soon os
the real relationship of forces began to become clear
Tnd the CP launched its campalgn against the "open
etter, "

The pressures that ore new building within the MES
point precisely toward a greater odaptation to Stalinist
policy. Inasmuch as this evalution runs parallel to the
adaptation of the PCPR in trode unions, a breok between
these currents may be postponed, But It seems Increas-
ingly inevitable that the development of the class
struggle will further accentuate the crisis of the GDUP.

In the situation that has been outlined here, Tt is abvious
that the bureoucratic apparatuses do not cantrol the
working elass with tetal hegemony, The proliferation

of experiences of struggle, the development of the anti-
bureoucratic trode-union current, and the cudience
received by the unifying demands and proposals
odvanced by the far left indicate that o long process
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has begun which could go on for several months. Thess
developments are especially impartant in that the
political erisis now taking shape could lead to a height-
ened crisis of the mass workers parties, alrecdy visible
in the SP ond possible in the CP. Such o crisis would
result from the combativity and initiotives of many of
its trade-union cadres. The publication in the codres'
bulletin of the CP of a criticism from a “radical left"
direction of the behovior of the leadership of the bakers
union during the bakers strike confirms this. (0 Militante,
Janvary 1977, p.3.)

Anti-bureaucratic trade-union struggle
at a crossroads

After rejecting support to the austerity pelicy of the
sixth government, the “open letter” grouping, linked
to the SP, launched the battle for a trode-union congress
democratically prepared an the basis of the right of
tendencles to exist,
Some months later, the "open letter" grouping itself
refused to orponize as a tendency In the union mave-
ment. Since September 1976 revolutionary milltants had
been systematically proposing the publication of a
fortnightly bulletin of the "open letter” and the formation
of "support groups” in the unions. Nevertheless, the
"open letter" supporters’ delay in deciding whether or
not ta participate in the Intersindical congress further
intensified the hesitations of Socialist trode unionists,
It was only in Jonuary, a week before the congress,
that the "open letter” called for the organization of
support groups: "Workers, have no illusions! The second
congress of the Intesindical will result in the continua-
tion of corporatist-fascist proctices, which will never
correspond to the defense of your interests, Workers,
there is still a solution. Like you, many other workers
agree with us, Unite, organize in your union. Don't

let someone else make decisions in your place without
consulting you. Struggle, for nothing is lost: demoeracy
will triumph. " 'With Its ambiguity, this call, signed by
twenty-one uniors on January 20, 1977 (with the ex-
ception of the Lisbon teochers), indicates what this
socialist current will have to confront. The anti-bureau=-
cratic strugale will be able to be waged only within

the Intersindical and not threugh a ceordinating body
of uniors cutside the Intersindical.

The congress was held two weeks ago, attended by
more than 250 unions, 70 of which were not offiliated
to the Intersindical. |t was an important tribune of
discussion on the fight ogainst the austerity policy. The
hesitations of the Intersindical secretariat, which tried
to cenceal its refusal to set specific objectives, per-
mitted dbout thirty unions to propose decuments stress-
ing the necessity for a united national mobilization.
By ollowing a free discussion during the congress (even
if its preparation was not democratic and even though
the delegates were not directly elected by the workers),
the Intersindical managed to create an image of unity,
strengthened by the participation in the leadership of
some well-known Socialist trade-union leoders, like

K. Barreto.

The "open letter” has lost a lot of ground recently. Its
defeat was [llustrated by the vote in the public service
employees union — 44,9% for the CP, 339 for the 5P,
6.3% for the GDUP — and by the defeat of the Socialist
slates in the elections that have been held in some
trade unions since the formation of the government. The
greater permeability of the Socialist leadership to the
struggle of the masses is due dbove all to the great
weakness of ifs control aver the ranks and not, confrary
to what s claimed by some, to its mare "progressive”
or genuinely "democratic” character.

In the present phase the central tasks remain the struggle
agairst the social pact and the austerity plan, for o
national strike for labor contracts, for immediate 2,000
escudos o month wage increases for all, for the forty-
hour week, combined with the construction of unions in
the factories and the definitive establishment of a
federative and democratic structure by industrial branch.
In the context of defense of axisting gains, especially
workers control and the workers commissions, this battle
will be decisive for the toiling masses on all counts.

“The horizon is red”

How is it possible that in spite of 20-25% unemployment
and a 25% decline in purchasing power the working
class has nonetheless maintained ifs combativity and the
bourgeoisie has been unable to impose it own solution?

The present mobilizations of the metal and textile
workers provide an initial onswer. The first successes
of the campalan of the LCI-PRT (PRT: Partide
Revolucionério des Trabalhadores — Revolutionary
Workers party) for the notional day of struggle to re-
spond to austerity, the radicalization of the Secialist
workers, and the development of new experiences of
struggle, even among backward sectors of the working
class, also show that in essence the conquests of the
pericd of rise of the mass movement have been main-
tained: free organization in the factories, experiences
of workers canitrol, freedom of action of the trade
unions.

Many radicalized workers have refused fo fall into the
trap of the Soares government, which qualifies o
socialist measures what are in foct decisions whose
function is simply to guarantee a new rise of the rate of
profit, Hence, even given the maneuvering room they
command in the trode-union movement, the Stalinists
cannot limit themse lves simply to negotioting and
exerting pressure on the government,

Even though the government may still be able to impose
some partial defeats through anti-union and anti-student
legislation and attacks on the agrarian reform, coming
months will see the development in the unions of a
battle agaimst the custerity plan. If this leads to com-
bined struggle experiences by various sectors of the
working class, then a generalized upsurge could begin
to germinate, stimulated by the conditions of deepened
political erisis ond social tension.



The situation in the Spanish state fosters this perspective,
although the decisive foctors remain the integration of
the rodicalization of Socialist militants into this overall
movement and the capacity of revolutionaries to carry
out a qualitatively superior infervention in the workers
movement. We thus distinguish between a partial de=-
feat which acce lerafes the frreversible offensive of the
bourgecisie and o partial defeat which, like November
25, 1575, opens a period in which struggles will occur
on a more organized bosis.

MNOTES:

I, "On the social situation. On the congress of the
wnions, " In © Militante, January 1977, p.5. The
codre assembly includes functionaries, trade-union
leaders, and members of the Central Committee, It
was held before the Central Committes meeting of
December 1% and 20, 19784,

2. Coll of the "Second National Congress of Militants
of Muclei ond Sections for the Special Congress of the
SP" proposed by the Executive of the labor commission.
3. "We are speaking of certain Trotskyist currents that
have fourd in the anti-Gongalves struggle of the 5P a
propitious ground for promulgating their historical theses.
Criticism of the labor legislation, educational policy,
ard the ograrion refarm, of the economic policy of the
government as well as criticism of the release of PIDE
agents (the Salozorist secret police — INPRECOR) and
tha fmpunity of the bomb throwers are their fronts of
combat., We are now witnessing in Portugal on attempted
infiltration of the 5P by o current of Trotskyist inspiration,
in accordonce with a known tactic of the Fourth
International, os hos occurred in other parties of the
Soclalist International {such @ the Swedish SP, the
Lobour party, the youth federation of the PSOE). "
Extroct from the document of Antonio Reis, approved
by the national commission of the 5P o week before

the congress.

4. "The proposed budget and Plan 77 confirm two
fundemental lines in the orientation of the 5P govern-
ment: moke the workers bear the burden of all the
difficulties of the situation, continue a policy of
caopitolist recuperation, liquidating the gains of the
revolution and intersifying dependence on imperialism,
The realization of these projects of the 5P government
challenges the great democratic transformations,
focilitates the offersive of the right, and damages the
national interests. " From the resolution of the CP
Central Committee of December 19-20, 1575.

5. Decloration of the CC, December 19-20, 1975,

&. In an interview published In the November 19, 1976,
fssue of Expresso Cunhal stated: "The end of 1974 and
the beginning of 1975 were marked by copitalist
sabotoge which determined the need for the agrarian
reform, nationalizations, and workers contral as indis-
pensable emergency measures. | am convinced that the
process would have been much slower, with less
turbulence, if the forces representing the economic
interests of big capital hod accepted democrocy. This
was 5o clear for us that In our platform of emergency
measures passed of the seventh congress (November

1974) we demanded control of private banks ond econo-
mic octivities; but at that time we were not odvocating
an immediate agrarion reform and nationalizations., But
what hoppened? They continued to divert money and
commit sabatoge. The immediate nationalization of the
banks become indispensable. This sabotage also created
the necessity for occupying ond cultivating the lond. "
And he concluded: "In Portugal if there was anyone
who could have given the copitalists guarantees it
would have been the Communists. | repeat that we are
for respect for the dynamic of the copitalist seetor.

This is contained in our theses, in our positions. "

7. In November 1976 Pato told Didrio de Lisboa: "They
(the CDS and the PPD) are in foct committed te General
Eanes, ond this wos always our essumption; that s why
we never attacked General Eanes during the election
campaign. . . .We can say that the president of

the republic hos maintained o line comsistent with what
he promised. " He concluded on the question of the
government: "We are not unaware that there are pecple
in the PFD who really want Portuguese democracy to
be consolidated . Civilians and officers who uphold
democrocy must be in this government becouse the
greater the responsibility of this government, as well

as of the Socialists and Communists, the greater will be
the confidence it will inspire among the working mosses
of the country. "

8. MES: Left Socialist Movement; PRP: Revolutionary
party of the Proletariat; MSU: United Socialist Move-
ment; UDP: Popular Democratic Union; PCP-R: Portu-
guese Communist porty-Reconstructed.,
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Le Duan

The national congress of the Vietnamese Communist
party wos held in Haonoi December 14-20, 1976. It wos
the fourth congress in the forty-six year histery of the
party, or the fifth in fifty-one years if one counts the
Thanh Mien, the organization that preceded the official
founding of the Communist party. The event is thus of
some importance, as were the previous congresses:
1929-30 (years symbolic of Vietnam's entry into the

aro of modern ¢les strugglel, 1935 (on the eve of the
struggles during the period of the French Popular Front),
1951 (shortly bafore the unleashing of the general
counteroffensive against the French forces), ond 1960
(beginnings of the second Indochina war). The congresses
of the VCP have always been held during transitional
periods in the history of the Vietnamese revolution.

The latest congress is no exception to the rule,

The socialist option

The general resolution adopted by the fourth congress
stresses the importonce of the tum opened by the final
victory over imperialism: "With the total victory of
the patrictic resistance ageinst the American oggression,
the Vietnamese revolution entered o new stage, one in
which the entire country is independent and reunified
and is now accomplishing the unired strategic task of
carrying out the socialist revalution, of progressing
ropidly, vigorously, and with certain steps toward
socialism. " [Bulletin du Vietnam, French edition, MNe.9,
January 1, 1977.)

Many nomina! changes accompanied this orientation.
The Democratic Republic of Vietnam hod already become
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The Workers party
hos been formally renamed the Communist party. The
title of the theoretical argan of the CP has likewise
changed, from Tap Chi Hoc Tap (journal of study) to

Tap Chi Cong San (communist journal). The fe. rer
“front" organizations have fused. A congress beld o
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the beginning of February attended by 500 delegates
from the Front of the Fatherland (of the MNorth), the
MNational Liberation Front, ond the Alliance of Demo-
cratic, Naotional, and Peace Forces, o well a5 various
southern personalities, decided to form asingle organi-
zation, the United National Front.

More fundamentally, the orientation confirmed by the
congress of the VCP heralds the deepening of the social
and economic measures already initiated in the South
with the liberation of Saigon. In his introductory repart,
Le Duan, first secretary of the Central Committes,
summed these measures up in these ferms:

"The policy of our Party and State regarding the trans-
formation of non=-socialist relations of production is to
immediately abolish the feudal ownership of land and
abalish the vestiges of feudal exploitation; te immedi-
ately nationalize industrial and commercial enterprises
of the comproder bourgenisie, of the traitors and
capitalists who have fled abrood; to use, restrict and
transform private capitalist industry and commerce
chiefly through the policy of setting up joint State~
private enferprises; to carry cut agricultural co-operation
in order to take agriculture step by step to large-scale
socialist production; to transform handicrafts, chiefly
by co-operation but also by other forms; to transform
small trede chiefly by grodually shifting small troders
to industrial, agrieultural and handicraft production.

"We must use svery means to brooden the State sector

of the economy roplidly (at the centre and in the
ocalities), and to make it play an increasingly pre-
dominant role in production and distribution." {This

and subsequent quotations from the report of Le Duan

are taken from the English edition of Vietnam Courier,
Mo.55, New Series, December 1976.) This predominance
of the state sector hos been completely achieved in the
Morth, as may be seen in the following few figures:

In 1975 some 97.19% of the value of agricultural pro-



duction and 953 of industrial production come from
the "sociallst sector” {state and collective), In the
South, on the other hand, the commercial networks of
the big comprador bourgeoisie hove been hit but not
yet profoundly dismontled, and although 7, 000 indus-
trial enterprises have begun activity again, 11,000
groupings of ortisans were still functioning in Salgon
at the end of 1976, which indicates the current
fmportance of this sector in the southemn part of the
courntry.

The second five-year plan

The Vietnamese leaders hope to see the country achieve
“grand sociallst production” within twenty years

But it is the second five~year plan, for 1976-80, which
sets forth the orientation of currest policy in the econo-
mic sphere.

The general line of davelopment, defined in 1960 and
further detailed In 1967, Is maintained: "To this end,
a thing of decisive importance s to create a modern
industrial-ogricultural economic structure, The basic
way o create this structure Is "to glve pricrity o a
raticnal development of heavy industry on the basis

of deve loping agriculture and light industry. ™ (Le Duan
report. ) fEi: economic fronsformation requires "a
complicated closs struagle” which must assure the
success of "the three revolutions: the revelution in the
relatiors of production, the selentific and technical
revolution, and the culturol and ideologizal revolution,
of which the scientific and technical revolution is the
keystone . "

Thus, the VCP's orientation In this domain differs
radically from that which long prevailed in China,

The strategic priority of heavy industry, indispersable
base for both "grond socialist production” and economic
independence, and the key role of the technical and
scientific modernization of the country were reaffirmed.
But the balances of development adopted for coming
years are equally far from those of the Stalinist period
in the USSR, The urgency of on upturn in agriculture
was the first foctor to be felt, The country today s

still unable to feed itself properly. It is proboble that
1976 food production covered only about 30% of needs.
Nutritienal frsufficiency is painfully felt and reduces
the preductivity of labor. The problem is abo palitical:
With the end of the wor the population ospires for
better conditions.

The redistribution of the notional income will have to
toke account of this situation, even if many large-
scale projects will have to be undertaken immediately,
particularly through international oid. The USSR is
constructing a very large dam on the Black River, a
major tributary of the Red River; Chinag is building o
bridge ocross the same river; East Germany is aiding In
the reconstruction of the city of Vinh, But the top
priority is to toke a "leap forward in agriculture,
Comsequently, a lerge majority of available resources
will have to be directed toward the ropid solution of
problems of consumption. A total of 309% of all invest-

ments will flow into agriculture and 35% into Industry.
Of the latter, 609 will be devoted to heavy industry.

The second five-year plan calls for average annual
growth rates of about 159 for total production, 13-14%
for the national Income, B=109 for the value of ogri-
cultural production, ond 16-185% for industrial production.
Oll prospecting will continue and a state company will
very probably be established to explait the riches of the
continental shelf. An cgreement with the French firm
Comex (Compagnie Maritime d'Expertise) has been
slgned for construction of the necessary legistical base
at Vung Tou. Berliot will erect o bulldozer foctory. A
code on foreign Investment is to be promulgated soon,
the attempt being to ottract foreign capital provided it
does not exceed 479 in any given project.

Restructuring

Increasing ogricultural production requires significant
hydroulie projects, the generalized use of rapid
germination seeds so a5 to allow three harvests a year,
the sowing of varieties of rice that permit semidirect
harvest and thus avoid the harassing labor of replonting.
But it will also entail a profound restructuring of
agriculture, even in the Nerth, In fact, the present
villoge cooperatives cannot rationally introduce
mechanization or correct planning of the use of the
work force. MNew cooperatives, formed on o district
scale, must be developed. The new cooperatives created
through this fusion process should cover about 300-500
hectares each In the rice plain and more than 1,000

hec tares eoch in the mountains.

But this restructuring s meeting strong resistance, in-
¢cluding among party members, for it attacks many
lang=standing positions by cancentrating posts of re-
sponsibility, as well oz the localism of village troditions,
the unevenness of development among cooperatives;

efc. The Vietnamese Communist party has thus long
since lounched o political compalgn to assure the
success of this measure, which It considers an indis-
pensable stoge in the modernization of the economy.

The same is true in regard to the redeployment of the
wark force throughout the territory. Here the leader-
ship of the party and state must deal with three orders
of problems, Entire zones have been deserted in the
South becouse of the war and the U.5, policy of
"forced urbanization." It is now necessary to repeople
them and have them begin functioning ogain. Moreover,
Vietnamese planners believe that under present elircum-
stances none of the country's cities should exceed |
million in population. Ho Chi Minh City (formerly
Saigen) in particular is undble to provide jobs for its
population. It is therefore necessary to return a very
large section of the "urbanized” population to the
Tmntryside ard to gradually recccupy all the cultivable
and ,

There is ancther, more general, problem. Population
density is very uneven in Vietnam, It stands ot 700 in~
habitants per square kilometer in the Red River delta

in the Morth ond may run o high as 1,000 in some oreas
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there. It falls to 25 inhabitants per square kilometer

in the central highlands among the scattered Montognard
population. It is 300 persons per square kilometer in

the Mekong delta and 150 in the eastermn provinces of
the South. In the MNorth o population migration hod

long been organized from the delta to the mountainous
regions which could not be developed without this extra
labor force. The cument short-term objectives were
presented to the Mational Assambly by Le Thanh Mghi,
minister of planning. Some 1,200, 000 people are to

be shifted. Among them are 800,000 inhabitants of Ho
Chi Minh City who are to return te the "agricultural
belt" surraunding the city, the "new economic zones"
that have been organized in the South, or thelr former
villoges where this is possible (9,000 of the 15,000
villages in the South were razed during the war). Some
150,000 people are to leave the overpopulated regions
of the Red River delta for the mountainous zones of the
Morth, the central highlands, and the eastern and
western provinces of the South. It may be seen that no
massive shift of population from south to north is planned,
ot some of the Western press hod tried to suggest, These
measures are supposed fo contribute to partially reabsorb-
ing unemployment, which hed risen to 2,400, 000
working-age people by the end of 1976,

The move toward redistribution of the population s not
slated to stop there, but is ultimately to offect about
10 million of the country's 50 million paople.

The people, “collective master”?

The objec tives the Vietnamese leadership hos set itelf
are thus very ambitious, although they are intended to
be realistic. To become a reality they require the deep
ard losting support of the population. The problem is
therefore primarily political: how to assure this valun-
tory commitment?

The octive participation of the masses in the develop-
ment of the society of ransition to socialism requires
that they feel genuinely responsible, in pasition to
have their say over the major cholces that condition
their daily existence, to really exercise power, and to
be, to use the Vietnamese formulation, the "collective
master. " This is o central question, os was recognized
in the general resolution odopted by the fourth congress
of the VCP: "The first condition is to establish ond cease-
lessly strengthen the dictatorship of the proletariat, to
realize and ceaselessly develop the toiling people’s
right of collective mastery,”

Which is o political question if ever there was one,

for, to quote the very words of Le Duan's report: "the
ereation of the regime of socialist collective mastery
demands, First of all, that an adequate system of relation=
ships between the Party, the State, and the masses be
built. "

The leadership of the VICP has clearly manifested ifs
concern about this question of relations between the
party and the masses, launching o virulent campaign
against the buregucratic attitudes of too many codres .
A decline in the quality of CP members since the
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victory hos been noted, as well os o loosaning of re-
cruitment criteria. The leodership is consequently
calling for moves to purge the party. MNguyen Duy
Trinh, minister of foreign affairs, has explicitly said
that party "members of low political and revolutionary
owareness will be dismissed from the party. New
metbers will be recruited. " (Internaticnal Herald
Tribune, December 21, 1976.)

At the same time, the state is prosecuting some codres
guilty of embezzlement, such as Huynh Van Thom,
president of the revolutionary commitiee of the fifth
district of Ho Chi Minh City, sentenced to fifleen yeors
in prison for corruption and obuse of powers,

The preparation for the party congress also reflected
this desire of the leadership to tighten up the links be-
tween the stote ond party apparctus and the maosses.
For the First time, in foct, the very long introductory
report by Le Duan was widely distributed more than a
month before the convening of the national congress,
A discussion tribune, the function of which wos
esentially educational, was opened in the daily news-
poper Nhon Dan. About 2,800 amendments were said
to have been presented to the notional congress after
having been discussed through o pyramid of local ond
regional congresses,

The press articles and reports presented to the congress
sometimes sounded o clearly self-critical note, such os
that of Le Duon, in which, ameng cther things, it was

affirmed that “there are still many mistokes and short-

comings in our Party building. The biggest shortcoming
is inadequate understanding — both In thinking ond in

practice — of the theory of huIHa_izg the Party now that
it Is providing State leodemhip.

Thus, the holding of the fourth congress wos an occasion
to make an unprecedented effort to spread the leading
ideas of the new orientation and to taoke the pulse of
the masses os well. MNevertheless, o vsual, the real
discussion on orientation tock place only in the upper
reaches of the party and the state. The congress, |Tke
the preparatory discussion, was not designed to presant
potsible differing optiors of development. It hod o
primarily pedagogic function,

More serious, since they cannot be explained away by
the present difficult situation , were the statements of
principle formulated by Le Duan in his report on the
question of the conception of the state during the
transition to-socialism, Indeed, in the nome of the
party leadership he presented a substitutionist and
paternalist analysis of the role of the party which
prevents in odvance the qualitative extension of so-
cialist democracy:

"Mastery in the political field is embedied in the
mastery exercised by the working people with the
worker-peasant alliance as the core through the
socialist State ond under the Party's leadership. " And:
"The contral mechanism (of the activities of state
organs) corsists of the self-controlling system of the




State machinery, aond control by mass ergonizations and
by the Party. "

Experience confirms that the external pressures exercised

by the masses over o state apparatus in which they are

not direct participants and the self-control of the codres

and the party through the vehicle of rectification

campaigns have never sufficed to check the aggravation

of bureaucratic phenomena in a lasting manner,
Especially in a country facing the difficulties Vietnam
faces. In this context, the creation of "popular in-
spection committeas” in the MNorth composed of workers
who remain in the productive system cannot profoundly
modify the situation by itself.

In an article spacially written in response to foreign
criticism of the Vietnomese revalution, the ocuthor
Mguyen Khae Vien pleads for understanding of the
concrete situation of Vietnom. Freedom? Democraocy?
The bureaucratic danger? "We are the first, " he writes,
"to occord the greatest importance to these capital
questions of aur epoch, and the Vietnomese leoders
stress these problems on a more or less daily basis. A
people that has accepted the most arduous sacrifices
for its independence will not lightly cast away its
freedom to don a iron yoke which, of this one may be
cartain, would be worse than nec-colonialism.
Politically comscious Vietnamese — ond they are, |
believe, ot least as numerous as in the Western demo-
cracies — have had occasion to reflect on these
‘questions at length, . . .

"Democracy in Vietnam was born in given historical
conditions, . . .Abstroct humanism and a more or less
conscious Europo-centrism have led to astonishment
that the Vietnamese people have not chosen the madel
of Western bourgeols democrocy. . . .The Vietnomese
people do not hove a trodition of parliomentary demo-

cracy linked to a long period of copitalist deve lopment.

That is a handicap, but this people hos the advantoge
of being able to build its democrocy at ancther level,
on the basis of socialism. . . .We have thus chosen o
different formula. " ("Ecrire sur le Vietnam," in Le
Courrier du Vietnam, No. 51, August 1976.)

One may easily agree with Vien that bourgeois demo-
cracy I not on abstract model and that it must not be
divorced from its clasz base. One may likewise ogree
that the political system that orose in MNorth Vietnam
in 1954, like that which is now being established
throughout  the country's territory, should not be
analyzed independent of the historical context which
prevailed ot the time of its formation. But in counter-
posing the “classical” bourgeois democratic model to
the concrete form of the present Vietnomess workers
state and in restricting the polemic to answering the
upholders of "abstract humanism, " Vien dodges a
fundamental debate, one which relates to the content
of workers and socialist democracy,

Are the burequeratic deformations of the Vietnamese
workers state, both social and political, primarily the
product of history, underdevelopment, the effects of
colonialism, the thirty years of devastating imperialist
wars, ond the deloy of the revolution in the great

industrial centers? Undoubtedly. But the impoct of the
historical and objective foctors on the course of the
Vietnomese revolution makes clear consciousness of
their limits even more necessary. The theory of the
state of the dictatorship of the proletariat upheld by
the VCP, reaffirmed during its latest congress, on the
contrary odapts to these deformations.

The analysis of the specific political system of Vietnam
remains complex, and it is probobly true, as Vien stresses,
that "the participation of a peasont on a cocperative in
social ond political life Is richer than that of o free
peasant” and that the Vietnamese worker is, on a daily
besis, more closely associated with the life of the
country than Is the cose with the worker In the bourgeois
demecracies, because of the Vietnomese workers'
integration into a body of mass organizations. |t is alse
true that this system often permils a general consensus

to be reached .

But the breakdown of the state system into the notional
odministration, the local structures of state power, the
popular arganizations, and the "Mational Front" (as

a purely political representation) prevents the direct
intervention of the masses in national economic and
political edministration. In the absence of a soviet
structure, the party is the only force able to articulate
among these vorious components of the system. Here
ogain, the situation of de facte monopoly cecupied by
the VCP feeds o monalithic conception of political and
intellectual life in the country, a conception whick
induced Le Duan fo say, two yeors ogo: "Any manifesta=
tion contrary. . .to the line of the party runs ogainst
the position of the warking class. To struggle mercilessly
against these manifestations is to merge oneself with the
position of the werking cless. We do not allow any other
criterion when we speak of positions. " (In "Guelques
toches octuelles, " Hanoi, 1974, p.102.)

There is no question of counterpasing the ideal "model”
~f mass soviet sociallst demecracy to the harsh reallty
of the situation in Vietnam. The point it rather to
gouge the dangers of an erientation which accommodates
to and defends the substitutionist role of the communist
porty, and thus the bureaucratized structure of the
state, There will be no lasting progress or struggle
against the growth of bureoucratic phenomena without
a conscious break with the conception of the "state of
the dictatorship of the proletariat™ that prevails in the
WCP, a conception rooted both in the history of the
country and in the international Stalinist movement.

Tensions

The preparation and holding of the fourth congress of
the VCP was an occasion to recall the shorpress of the
problem of bureaucracy. For Le Duen, "Loafing,
embezz lement, bribe-toking, woste, Trresponsibility,
high-handedness, arrogance, and bureaucratic red tape
must all be combatted . Practical measures must be
taken to prevent State employees from becoming o
privileged class." And, "The voters' right to control
ond also to dismiss their elected representatives must be
guaranteed ., "

-
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The governrment and party leodership are in foct meeting
a series of difficulties which make them very sensitive
to the exasperation of the population at the bureaucratic
prrogance of some codres and at administrotive foot-
dragging, The weight of the war is not about fo dis-
appear. A figure symptomatic of the effart requested

of the population: during the first half of 1976 some
570,000 bombs and mortars had to be defused inorder

to bring 26, 000 hectores of land under cultivation,

And while the entire apparatus of management and
production that was directly linked to aiding the war
effart apporently worked well, the rest of the economy
on the contrary suffers grave administrative inadequocies,

The MNhan Dan discussion tribune referred to these in=-
adequacies on several occaslons. An official of the
Ministry of Machine Construction noted in one article
that "we are mobilizing only ebout 405 of our pro-
duction capacity. . .We are producing enly 300
varieties of articles, whereas we stand in need of
thousands. " A high functionary of the Ministry of
Agriculture confirmed this estimate, stressing "the low
rate of utilization of industrial capacity.” (L'Humanité,
Movember 23, 1976.)

It is obvious that the question of Saigon remains the
most delicate one. Two major features of the second
Indochina war exest thelfr full weight in this city: the
ektent of the social upheaval provoked by American
policy and the gravity of the sharp blows suffered by
_the ranks of sauthern revolutionaries because of the re-
pression that lasted for several decodes. According te
Washington's estimates, by 1975 the South Vietnamese
population hod become 65% "non-rural." The Phoenix
Plan (a project of selective extermination of codres)
officially cost the lives of 67,000 people, among them
some of the best underground militants,

The “strategic hamlets, " the massive imprisonments, the
astablishment of a system of concentration camps, and
the social destruction of Saigon made it extremely costly
to keep the networks of urban resistance alive. Accord-
ing to some estimates, the Saigon VCP hod only 1,500
members and 20,000 sympathizers os of Apell 1975, not
counting many milltants with whom contact had been
lost and who rejoined the orgonization after the victory.

The "re-education" policy of the VCP in regard to
former members of the Soigon army and odministration
ilustrates the strength of the regime os well os Tts real
difficulties. In April 1975 the puppet military Forées
gtil] numbered about a million soldiers and 200,000
policemen, not counting the administoative personnel
who participated in the repression. The officer corps,
vanguard of the counterrevolution, included 70,000
members, 10,000 of them higher officers. The great
mass of soldiers and palicemen were released very
rapidly and recovered their civil rights before the
lealslative elections of April 1976, The exactions in
regord to the former collaborators and even former
torturers were far milder than they were in France in
1945, for example. There was no "bloodbath"; in Foct,
the victory of the Vietnamese revolution was probably
the least bloody in history, olthough the war was one

of the most costly. This capacity to aveid any pelicy
of reprisals illustrates the solidity of the new revolu-
tionary regime, o well as the political maturity of the
population.

But the bureaucratic~military caste that formed the
backbors of the Thieu regime nonethe less represents o
real danger. Because this caste is mychologically,
politically, and professionally prepared to engage in
actions of sabotoge ogainst the new regime, Becauwse
such “destabilization” octions are in fact olreody under
way (illegal stockpiling of goods of basic necessity,
massive printing of counterfeit money, etc.) and ben~
fit what remains of the power of the comprader com=
mercial bourgeoisie, Because the social bote of the
VCP in the Saigen region remains superficial. Under
these conditions, 1t can be sean why the govermnment
wos unable to extend its palicy of "clemency”™ beyond
certain limits,

The figure of the number of people held in "re-education"
camps is officially set at 50,000 (and not 200, D00-
300, 000 as the Western press has written} . Essentially,
the inmates are former officers, high functionaries, and
torturers. Moreover, in o statement dated June 9, 1976,
the PRG explained that nobody would be kept under
"re~education” mare than three years after the date of
his or her entry into the camp (generally July 1975),
unless individually tried for war crimes committed in

the past. Thus, there con be no question of asseciating
with the statement of about ninety former members of
the "humanitarian" wing of the U.S. antiwar move-
ment who on December 2%, 1976, dencunced "viola-
tions of human rights" in Vietnam. Theodore Jocqueney,
ex-spacialist in pacification, Is said to be not uncon=
nected to this initiative; and some signerm, such os
Daniel and Philip Berrigan, have withdrewn their

names from the document.

In 1974 the Democratic Republic of Vietnam again
reached the level of overall production that had pre-
viously been attained in 1963, the year the American
bombing began. In 1975 the whole of the territory was
Iiberated and the country reunified. The frst revolu=
tionary megsures shook the old zones controlled by the
American and Saigon forces, In 1976 the velume of
grain production was more than 1796 higher than it had
been in 1975; os for industrial production, it hod grown
more than 109, Cultivated land area in the South

rose 189 during the some year. The situation in Vietnam
thus remains dynamic above all else, especially since
the regional situation is also evolving, primarily in
Thailand, The fourth congress of the VCP was also the
occasion for the leadership to reassert its international
orientation. Future articles in INPRECOR will return

to these questions. With its 50 million inhabitants —
sixteenth most populous eountry Tn the world and third
largest of the workers states — Vietnom Is in the process
of becoming one of the key countries of Southeast

Asia. i
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