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REPORT ON THE CHILEAN SECTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST LEAGUE

(Prepared by Comrade P. Eiffel and accepted unanimously by the
Latin-American Committee of the Workers Party of the
Tnited States.)

(1) HISTORY: The Chilean section or tae 1.0.L. grew out of the in-
» dependent Communist Party (The so-called Hidalgo Group) which had

) split from the official Communist Party (Stalinist) in 1930, In
1931 it affiliated with the Internaticnal Communist League towards
the political line of which it had developed in the meantime. In
the summer of.1933 it came out for the formation of a new communist
varty and a nsw communist international,

(2) NAME AND CEARACTER: The official name of the organization is
"Oommunist Left". It regards itself as the "embryo" of the future
Communist Party of Chile, affiliated fto the Fourth International.
It acts in all respects as 3 party. The following réport. refers to
it as "the party". C ' .

(3) MEMBERSHIP: The party numbers to-day nearly 1000 members - an
extraordinarily hieh. numbder for a country which has only a little
over 1/30 of the. poprlaticn of the U.8.A,, and whose economic de-.
velopment, as that of a semi-colony of world imperialism, is very
much retarded, The comparatively high degree of class~-censcious-
ness of the Chilean proletariat and its revolutionary traditions in
part explain this high membership figure of the_¢rganization-of~the
revolutionary vanguard, o R SETLAELALT T

(4) REPRESENTATIVES IN OONGRESS AND SENATE: The political impor- -
tance of the party is demons trated amongst other things by the .fact
that it has one representative (out of 143) in the lower house, and
one (ocut oT 45) in the senate. (In Chile electérs ar® only those

- males over 31 who can read and write,. - a condition whigh naturally
restricts the number of proletarian voters.) o .

(5) PRESS: Until July 1934 - the party published only about every
two monthe a theoretical magazine, Qince that time a popular week=-
1y has been published, Its regular appearance (exdept when confis~
cated); its make-up {(four pages of 2 size a 1ittle larger than the
New Militant; special numbers of eight pages on special occasions,
as:for_the_NationaltGonvention and in commemoration of the October
Revolution); -und the high political level and consistent interna-
fionsliem of ite ‘contents are a orsdit to the party. The publica—
tion of the thecwrefical migazine hus been discontinued, and the
theeretical arfticles .nd theses are published in the weekly. No
intsrnal bulletin seems to be published, The party has brought out
several populat pamphlets, including reprints of classical Marxian
literature, = - _ o ' S

‘e The weekly (IZQUIEEDA, tLef4") resches a eirculation of sever-

' al thousand, 40,000 copiss were prinited of the eight-page lssue in

commemoration of the October Revolution. - : .

(8) SECOND NATIONATL CONVEHTION: The Second Natiomal Cenvention of
the party was held in September 1934, 1% adopted theses on the fcl-
lowing questiona:
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An analysiz cf the economic and‘poliﬁiCal situation in Chile
and tae-tasiks of the party.

The read to the Fou.th International,
ATOW&rdS the formation of a naw.oommunist party,
&Tha agrarian problem; o
The war in Chaco.
A1l five were‘puﬂiiShéd>i£ thé:Weekly paper.h 

(7) TRADE UNION INFLUENCE: The party has geood influence in the ..
trade unions, especially in the bullding trades and amongst the ba-
vers, Detailsd data are not known here; The same holds true of
the party's work amengst the unemployed. The party has played a.
leading rcle in the struggle for trade unien unity. : ,

(8) ANTI-FASCIST ACTIVITIES: The. party has played a prominent rcle
in the struggle of the workers of Chile against the growing fasclset
crganizations (street demenstrations, etc.). The first victim cof
fasocist murderers in Chile was a member ef the party.

(9) GOVERNMENT PERSECUTION: The party has all along been subject
to severe persecution, -~ srrests cf ites leading members and rank
and filers, attempts to curtail the constituticnal rights of the
two representatives in Congress and Senate, confiscation of the

~ press; o e ’ o ' '

(10) TORK AMONG THE PEASANTS: The party has been active in i%s
work in the peusant areas. It has sent 1ts agitators there. It
"has published cne cf the ccngress speeches of cemrade Zapata on
this questicn, and scme cf Lenin's writings cn the agrarian ques-
tion, in pamphlet form, Comrade -Zapata has been arrested and mal-
trested by the police in the course of his work in the peasant ar-
ead, ~The greater part of the Nationsl Committee of the party were
arrested in July 1934 when together with ¢ther working-class orga- .
nizations they prepared. a general_strike'in.support of the peasant
upriging in Southern Chile, . -~ e o : .
“Until recently the . party had been severgfly handicapped in its
work among the agricultural workers und peasants by its lack of a
full agrarian prograwm,- The Second National Conference held in Sep=-..
tember 1934 finally adepted un agrarian platform, ' ' '

(11) WORK IN THE ARMED FORCES: The party has recently put forward
a program of democratic demands for the armed forces: full citizen
rights for all members of the armed forces, including the right to
participate in all parliamentary elections during time of .active
service; election of the officers by the soldiers and sailors; bet-
ter pay and living conditions, TIn view of the highly important
role of the armed forces in a country like Chile in the revolution=-
ary struggle (witness the role ofithe Navy and the air-force in the
revolution of 1932) this program is of great importance. o

(13) WORK AMONGST YOUNG WORKERS AND STUDENTS: Although a number of
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youth groups, especially split-offs from the Stalinists, have a%
different pericds joined the party, and in spite of the influence
the par%y hag amongst the revolutionary students, no special youth
organization seems to exist, o o

(13)‘BASIC SLOGANS: : The bazic solgans found in the party press are!
United Front! Workers' militial ‘Twade Union unity! The land for
those who till it! Confiscabsion .of nmperialist property! . Democra-
tization of the army!- A new communist ‘party. A new communist in-
ternational! o : :

(14) UNITED FRONT: During a period of months in 1933-34 the party
was part of a united front thit embraced most of the important wor-
king-class organizations of Jhile, including -the Stalinists.
lack of concrete agreements, to be submitted to the masses of
the followers of all parties concerned for their control, was the
kev-note of this "uniied front" exclusively from above from its very
inception. . In fact it vegan with a general workems' alliance as a
more or less-permanent institution, waiting for concrete issues to
arise, instead of beginning with specific and thersfore controllable
agreements, Being exclusively an affair of the leaders, 1t never
became .rooted in the mssses, In the early part -of 1634 the Stalin-
ists were exvelled frcm this united front on the charge of sabotag-
ing the work of the committ2se and, in addition, of using physical
violence against other mericers of the compittee, Their expulsion
was handled without sufficient participation of the members of the
garties concerned, Since then the united front has gompletely bro-
en up.

(15) THE SLOGAN OF "ALL POWER TO THE SOCIALIST PARTY": In the sum-
mer of 1934 the party began to use the slegan "All power to the So-
cialist Party", -Thie was a resurn to the party's poliocy in the ear=-
1y days of the existance of the organization, at the time of the
overthrow of Ibanez and of Grove's showri-iived revolutionary petiy-
bourgeois government, At that time the slogan of the organization
was: "All power to Crove!"; Since then Grove has become the leader
of the Socialist Party. ' '

, From the following quotation from "Izquierda" it appears that
the party is itcelf under csriain illusions as to what Crove or the
Socialist Party in powsr could and weuld achieve for the proletari~
at: "The advent to power of ise Sosislist Party will permit 1% the
rapid realization of its bourgecis-democratic slogans, and the out-
growing of this sitage for the revolutionary préletariat."

(16) RELATIONS WITH SOCTALIST PARTY! The second Natlonal Convention
of the Cormunist Left “n Septemter 1934 adopted the following posi-
tion on the future of the united front and the moad to the new par-
ty: "Unity of actinn between Socialist Party and Jormunist Left in
the economic and political field, will assure the segroupment of
forces and eetablizh new positions in the struggle. The work for a
united front has to proceed from.an agreement of thesse two organi-
zations. Such a uniied front will be the tasis upon which the re=-.
grourment of the forces for a new party will take place". The the-
sis does not menticn the organized left Scoialists (the "Revolutione
ary Socialist Opposition"). :
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(17) THE LEFT P#RLTAMENTARIAN BLOCK: Shortly after the second Na-
tional Convent:- - ke Communist Left entered into a Parliamentarian
Block, (composen of two bourgeois opposition parties) with a large
petty bourgeois folilowing, vizm, the Democratic Party and the Radi-
cal Socialist Party, =u’ the Sceislist Party, now led by Grove, and
the Communist Left iiseir. The Stalinists are not in the Block.

The following lengthy guosasions from "Izquierda' show the
evolution of the Compunist Left's perspectives regarding the Par-
liamentarian Block: At the beginning of the Block was presented as
an agreement exclusively for the cocrdination of the four parties!'
activities in Parliament; extra-parliamentarian activities of the
Communist Left were to be kept strictly sepapate from the activit-
jes of the Block. Shortly the logic of the first step led to the
second: "the Block has been carried into the street", in a mass de-
mons tration organized by the four parties, at which leaders of these
parties (amongst others CGrove for the Socialist Party, and Hihdalgo
and Levin for the Communist Left) addressed 40,000 workers, The
Block i3 now conceived of as a means of preparing for a genuine
united front and even as a means of preparing for a ZEXMIRE Tregroup-
ing of the proletarian forces in a new revolutionary party, The ele-
rents of this position were already contained in the resolution of
the second National Convention, as quoted under section 16 of this
report. _
The following quotations on the question of the Left Parliamen~-
tarian Block are arranged in chronological order as an appendix to
this report:

October 17, 1934
October 24, 1934
October 31, 1834
Decewber 5, 1234
Decemper 13, 1834
January 2, 1935

From the last of these articles which bears the sub-title "Workers,
let's understand each other!", it appears, that the Block policy of
the Communist Left has met with a certain amount of disapproval on
the part of the radical workers, We have unfortunately no recent
communications from the Communist Left which would show how far the
new policy has met with the approval of the members of the organi-
zation,

Communist
(18) THE CHACO WAR: The Chilean/Left has been the main driving
force in the attempt to create a grour standing for the Fourth In-
ternational in BOLIVIA, It hae recently issued an appeal to all
the other parties and groups on tne Awerican continent to assist
in this task. A small Bolivian Communist Left has actually been
created and has begun to work among the soldiers of the Bolivian
srmy. Thousands of copies of a manifesto, calling for immediate
peace and the creation of soldiers!’, workers' and peasants' so-
viets, have oeen distributed at the front. The Chilean Communist
Left was the first, and remains to this day the only organization
which has taken a position on the problems arising before the in-
ternational proletariat in connection with the war in Chaco. For
this reason tne Theses on the Chaco war, adopted by the second Na-
tional Convention of the party, are {in spite of their short-comings
in important respects) attached to this report..
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(19) The Ghilean Communist Left had oonsistently pressed for an ine
ternational conference of the patties and groups standing for the
Fourth International, either on a werld scale or for the American
Continent, and has even offered to organize such a oontinental con-
ference in Chile, ,

EXTRACT FROM EDITORIAL IN "IZQUIERDA" October 17, 1934,

A IR IR RS RS

With an air of ournalistic mystery, sufficiently medicore as
a political triock, 1 Mercurio" has"discovered" certain secret
meetings in which parliamentarians of various parties met for the
formation of a United Front of the Left in opposition to the Governp

ment,

Parliamentary representatives of the Comminist Left, who naa
agreed to enter this block, signing a manifesto already dxawn up,
had attended these meetings,

There could be- nothing more absurd than this information, The
United Front is being created around diverse sectors of the working
class and not by basing itself on isolated individuals who have no
connection with or influence among the proletariat. The meetings
of parliamentary representatives to whioh "El Merourio" refers, have
had no other purpose than that of maintaining joint activity in
Parliament in defenss of the democratic. liberties of press, speech,
assemblage, organization, strike, etec.. The importance which the
bourgeoisie pretends to give to these meetings, has therefore no
other purpose than that of sowing panic among the reactionary for-
ces, justifying thereby their "Constitutionalists" parades.

The working c¢lass hasg no, and can have no oonnection with the
"leftist" chiefs of the bourgeois opposition, The Communist Left
will never lead the working class on the road to capitulation to
these leaders with whom they have nothing in common. The meetings
held have n¢ other purpose than that which we have here stated, nor
will they ever pass over to the stage of organizational fusion,

Class against class means prolstariat against bourgeois, ex~
ploited against exploiters, working ciass parties against bourgeois
parties, and not a sentimental alliance with one bourgeois group
against the others in order to f1ll victims of the same or even -
worse exploitation,

EDITORIAL IN "IZQUIERDA" October 24, 1934,

The political situation points to the need of organizing the
struggle for a greater independence on-the part of the labor movew~
ment, from all influence of other clusses,
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We have recently had occasion %o point to the lack of vitality
in the proletarian organizations. - Te a great extent this organic
weakness is due to the great divergence between the interests of
the organizatione themselves, as parts of the clasgs, and the in-
terests of their leading vodies. The existence of a trade union
burocracy is just as rezl is is the existence of a national and in~
ternational political oDUTCCTACY. Tric determines the growing con-
trol by the exploiting classes over the leadership of the labor
movement, that is to eay thd prac tical nullification of the latter

s s 4 5 8 8 e & s s s e e

On the political field the need of coordinating precise action
to orient the toiling classes towards the strengthening of their
independence of acticn of the ruling cligarchy and the bourgepisie
in power, becomes evident. ’

We know — and the proletariat also knows - that a revolutionary
class party sufficiently strong enough to crient and st the same
time enable the proletariat to ovexcons i1ts deficiencies in the con-
quest of its immediate demands does not exist.

On the other hand there are pclitizal organizations that are
trying to capture a dangsrcous influence over the pecletariat, The
Democratic Conventionalist Party, the Radical Socialist Party, and
the Left of Chile, can within the present situation, gather a con-
crete following around themselves and draw benhind their proposals,
a great mass of those who are discontented with the present policy
of the govermment: this is gsomething we must prevent, inasmuch as
we are able, For the moment, the establishment of a parliamentary
block permits us to direct the parliamentary action cf the leftist
forzes ipto a positisen of solid opposition to the Government. The
advantage - without for this losing sight of the dangers - are to
be seen clearly, The great discontented mass, which places the
stability of the Government in doudt, will draw from the work of
the block the conclusion that it is net ornly the government that is
bad, but the regime itself, the system; and this will be progress,
In case, however, our work were to concretize itself exclusively in
this, the danger would increase rather than diminish; but at the
game time the Communist Left maintains its own parliamentary posi-
tion within the parliamentary block, mnow being formed, it will de-
velop all of the immense energy required by its position of respon-
sibility as the ceniral mucleus for the new party. Our press - ever
subject to all murnors of attacks - can and must be replaced in part
at least, by the parliameniary tribunal which today morée than ever
before should be pluced at the disposal of the proletarian revolut-
ion.

LEADING ARTICLE FROM "IZQUIERDA" - October 31, 1934, entitled THE
LEFT PARLIEMENTARIAN BLOCK - Its true extent — The positicn of the
Working Class must be fortified - Out of the defensive the offen-
sive will grow.

s 8 & & &t ¢ ¥ 6 80 B E

The Left Parliamnetarian Block is an exclusively parliamentar-




. e
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jan front consecrated to the struggle within the bourgeois parlia=
ment for the defense of the democratic libertles that are being
torn away, shred by ehred, and piece by pilece, by the reactionary
forces that seek and prepare the Fascist coup with which they hope
to eweep away the las?t renmnants of bourgeois democracy and replace
4+ with the moet bloody of nlass dictatorships that the working
clage has ever known., ' .

In this sense - with the activities of the Block limited to
the parliamentarian field alone - the representatives of the Com-
minist Left in both houses, enter the block in order to reenforce
the struggle for the defense of the democratic liberties of press,

speech, assembly, orgdanizatlion and strike,

Reaotion attempts to tear away from the working class those
means still left it, under the present regims, for the defense of
jts righte and standard of living, call upor - the -working class to0
strengthen and extend the struggle for the defense of 118 rights.
Out of the defensive the offensive will gIOwW.

Parliamentarianiem and Mass Action

But at the same time, w3 communists cannot fall to tell the
magees that guch defense of democratic 1iberties as can be made in
the bourgeois parliament can not substitute - not even for a single
moment - the independent struggle of the working clasgs, carried for~
ward with unyielding will for the strengthening of its organizations
and for the creation of its own instruments of actiont The United
Front, coordinating the action of the diverse gsections of the labor
movement, and a new revolutionary party to guide 1its struggles for
the %riumph of the gocialist revolution and the dictatorship of the

proletariat,

Thile the Communist Left, taking into account the correlation
of the contending foroes, participates in the Left Parliamentarianm -
Blosk, it calls upon the working clasg not %o have confidence in
parliamentarian iilauions, but only in its own independent gtrength.
Class againet clasa! . S

IHE TRUE EXTENT OF THE PARLTAWEWTARTAN BLOGK

The block is not a front of parties. The United Front of the
working class can only be effected and consolidated with the parti-
cipation of the diverse parties and rendencies of the labor move-
ment. The United Front becomes & base on which the working class
mobilizes its forces against reaction, But the Left Parliamentari-
an Block is a purely parliamentarian front, disconnected from the
parties that send thelr representatives'into'it, It cannot extend
beyond that which we have here specified nor can its projections be
interpreted to mean that the proletariat ghould confide in the ac-
tion of the Block as an expression of its slags interests and his-

torical course.

Before all elss, it is necessary to strengthen the labor move-
ment and create the organs of proletarain defense. Let us ourselves,
defend our liberties. “Let us gurround our meeting halls with the
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cordon of our defenses. Let us protect our print shops and our’
press., Not a step backward in the face of reaction! In the field
of unity of action of the proletariat, all yet, remains to be done,
But this cannot mean thsh everything is loset. ' :

Not to retwast; @m2210 U2 gzfand ourselves from the ever more ‘ .
ferocious expivitation to which we ave Jubiected, So once more we :
repeat: Out of the active dsienys she offensive will grow!!

. .

+
I

EXTRACTS FROM AN ARTICLE IN "IZQUIERDA“ Dec. 5, 1934,~entitled
"Theve wag only one perspective in the Democratic Convention" by
Santo s Zambrano, S 4

The Democratic Party was the first working. class party in
Chile, having been born %o struggle for the interests of the toil-
ing FIASSEE . v vveernrenses. At the present time it represents only the
most backward Forus of struggle against the bourgeoisie and feudal
classes of the couniry and is destined to play a role foreign to the
proletariat's 5¢ in every decisive moment. But its member-
ship (base), made up principally of artisans, some proletarian ele-
mente. (secttres), uroan and rural petty bourgeois, employees and
peasants, susjected constafntly to the experience of economic exploi-
tation and political»oppression, cannot fail to acquire conscious-
ness, even now through the dsfeats of the proletariat...............
Thig tendency (towards more militant action) was manifested although
in an uncertain and weak manner, in- thelr last convention and found
its expression in the 6th proposition presented by the Political
Commission:- "6éa, - Empower the E.C. to be designated in this Con-
vention, to study a formula for fusion with the other political en-
tities of the left and with the organized working class elements -
Cieireieeeeesst This was without doubt the most important motion
....... . .......To bring -into being & great single party through the
joint efforts of all the existing parties with a working class mem~
bership (pase) would undcubtedly signify having asgimilated. the
great experiences of the daily blows dealt by armed united reaction,
1t would mean the creation of bthe means whereby the advance of Fas-
cism could be stopped and the instrument capable of liguidating ca-
pitalism, True, its-effectiveness as the party of the proletariat,
sole guide and leader of the popular nasses, would depend fundamen-
tally on the firmness of its princivples, ou its strategy, on the
correciness of its clarity of its program: but it is precisely for
this reason that the Communist Teft, guradian of incalculable inter=
national experience, having already attained the most precise ideo~
logical clarity should not in any way turn down the responsibility

of contributing its ideological clarity to the bullding of the uni-

S
Load a2

T

ted party (Pariide THECO) t e ine i

- This was tne nerspecsive that was lost in the Temuco Conven-
tion (of the Democratic PartY). s ueenasnsens,  the presidium preven=

ted discussion on the matter...,.;..i..,T.,.Threatening to split,
and making pathetic calls for the unity of the party, its withdrawal
from the discussion was managed. . ........... .. But the workers of
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the Democratic Partv should not lose this hope,

So long as our class remains d1v1ded into. diverse tendenoles
and we have not even-united trade union organization, we shall u-
nite our common action through a united front of all the organiza-
tions, The united front will stop fascism and “within i1t all of the
workers will 1earn thelr class strength and there they whll forge
\ their party.

EXTRACT FROM ARTICLE IN “IZQUIERDA“ Dec, 12 1935 entitled "the New
Party, Fac ta and Perspectives” by Jorge Levin .

The Left Parliamentarian Block. - The most fitting subtitle to
this chapter dealing with the initiatives for a more effective, more
concentrated more active struggle, would be FROM THE PARLIAMENT TO
THE STREET and which already being an immediate perspecti ve, has
now become a reality as an agreement.

Apparently (to appearances?) there is no connection of any sort
between the necessary revolutionary work for the NEW PARTY and this
circumstantial parliamentarian (7) FRONT, Within the Communist.doge
ma, the militant, with all the fervor of a fanatic, sees this turn
(curve) in the new party's road, as. either a simple renunciation or
a dangerous concession. It does contain a little of both. It would
be stupid not to give up a part in order to assure the whole just. as
it would be a hidden betrayal, to cover up the danger involved in -
any action taken together with allies who but yesterday were our enw
emies, But the greatest importance that all of this can have is in
order the better to verify a new experlence and make clear to all,
the needs of the class,

As a oond between the parties FROM ABOVE, THE LEFT PARLIAMENT-
ARIAN BLOCK contains within itself the idmediate effective possibi-
1ity of a BOND FROM BELOW also. The fact that it is called parlia-
mentarian shows better than anything else, how weak this pact reals
Ay is; but at the present time it brings pressure to bear on us =
for the same reason - to strengthen it out81de of parliament

The struggla for the Unlted Front already has a tradition and
somewhat of a history in Chile. DBut this bit of history is one of
one failure after the other, There are various causes for this and
among the fundamental ones is the SOLID OPPOSITION OF THE LEADERSHIP
to all joint work with other organizations. It now appears that
this cause is eliminated. It is our duty to place every incident
and every fact in its proper place within the development of the
class struggle: but the abominable pressure of the political and
trade union burocracy has no place here and doés not interest the
toiling classes excepti ingsmuch as there ig need to destroy it.
And the leadership paotn%pacto de dir ectiva) contained in the bleck
is as positive as any other proletarian stronghold, its importance
is in direct relation with its class bonds, with 1ts great desire
to struggle within the proletariat.
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The new party must be vorn out of an experience, -a class ex-
perience emerging from the actions and struggles against exploita-
tion, If we are able through the'(parliamen%ary) block to reach a
joint stiruggle by the democrats, sociallsts, radical-socialists and
communists agalz at the bosses, against the exploiters, then we will L
have laid the foundations of %the :new paziy, pecause we will ahve
clearly skewr demonstrited the enormous advantages of the united
front of the class, The proletariat cannot learn this lesson excep- L
ting through its class interpreter, that is %o say, its vanguard, and
tne vanguard can be none other than that which emerges from the joint
affort of the workers of all partiles, tendencies and beliefs in the
camp of those who struggle against exploitation, that is to say, in
the camp of the revolution which is a conscious fact to the majority ..
of the exploited. The dynamice’ of the struggle will determine ob- .
ectively before the masses, wherein the true leadership of the class
Yies. The Communist Left, like a lighthouse on the rocky granite
coast will light the way with the clarity of its doctrines, with the
honesty and sincerity of its action towards the class, as well as
towards sections of the class - the working class parties., To be
within the proletariat is to be within communism, to be outside of
which, no matter under whet name is to be just so much. rubbish,

(last sentance translated literally) DL : ' .

. The Socialigt Partv Congress - .This .is indubitably of great im-
portance, . Tne Socialist. Rarty itself capnot fail to recognize the
need for a new party - sgction of ‘the Fourth -International, The
conmrades must understand :that it i not & matter of organizing ano-
ther party with. pretensions of: leading -the. toiling pasaes. This
would bs but one mors stupidity -and under the rresent circumstances. - |
could only constitute another.politieal cxime.: The new party must-
grow out of the experience -of the class itsglf: but in order to ach=—-
ieve this,. certain -factore muet be prepared at once, which can make
this experience more,easily_a@quired‘and-aeoumulated.- At the pre- _.
sent moment, rzi*nzr the Communist Left nor -the- Socialist Party, nor.
any other party o2 Zay konestly that it leade more than a very small .
portion of the musseg, and this only in an elecioral sense. But, if

s

the Socialist Party makes decisions favorable for a policy of joint
action, the progressive tighteningeup'Qf,relations and extensiond of.
activities; if this work is systematized, clarified and explained

to the masses of thelr party as.wglil as to the toiling massss in ge-
neral, we then can say that there &lready gxists 3 cono rete base for
the new party, which will arise out ol ihe common- experience of milie
tant masses of the parties,; of tne joint work of the parties which
have worked together within the' proletariat against capitalism,

[0

i

The Communis’ Left reguests, and will ask the Executive Tommit=
tee that the Socialigt Party.decide to allow us. to have two delegates: .
at their- Congress for the discussion of the thesis on the new party.- =’

‘ E P 5 P . o o =

(A1l emphasis ag in origiﬁéi)

EXTRACT FROM ITEM IN j‘*IZQU‘I"ERDA" Dec. 1.3, 1034,

The (Santiago)sRegibnai'Committaé;of the Communist Left was re-

e T
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presented by a "fraternal delegation" in the (reaional) Socialist
Congress. The reading of the credential of our: comrades, provoked
an intense explesion of enthusiasm among the workers present, who
cheered the -Cormunigt Left and the revoTutionary unlty of the pPro-—-
letariat, for a long while,

EDITORIAL IN "IZQUIERDA" Dec, 12, 1934

The Left Parliamentarian Blosk now becoming a reality already
demands of the parties the sincere contribution of concrete action
on the fundamental questions for which it 1s bullt.

' On the parliamentary field, political intransigeance is closely
and inseparably bound up with a strict interpretation of the imme-
diate needs of the tolling masses. To attempt through somewhat ca-
sual joint action %o fulfill a strictly parliamentary task interests
only the governing classes which would be only too glad to see a
strengthenérdg of tha parliamenitary opposition without any external
reprercussion, . - o ’

The Communist Left as the embryo of the new party, as an.lnte~
gral part cf tne proletariat, interprets in a. positlve manner, by
enterifg the block, the urgent ne~e351ty ‘of hastening the joint ac-
tion of the tOWllﬂg rmasses which follow diverse political leadsr- -
ships,” But for this.very reason. it will insist on and struggle for
proletarlan action - by means of the action of the pacting parties.
- in ‘the street, in the fac tory, in the very places of exploitation
and -hunger. Thus far, there is no differences on this matter and
we are confident that none will arise, W¥e will struggle without
any hesitation in order to make the bleeck an effective instrument
of the pro1etarlat The work of the Block itself will destroy - all
remants of parliamentary illusions now that the development of’ 1ts
action will brlng it into direct conflict with the bosses-in the .
places of work, where form moment to moment, class clashes with
class, the worker with the boss, . the proletarian and peasant with
the capitalist and landlord, ‘ . o ‘ ' V -

The decision reached, for a street demonstration to be held )
through a great labor coucentartdion called by the four parties, is
truly and vitally connected with the moment in which we are living.
Besides being our central task, our rost immediate perspective is to
push the masses into action 1nder their clase leadership, . The vi-
tality of the joint work of the four parties - that is to say of
the masses in them and sympathetic to them - arises as a concrete
fact, that can be felt through the contact the struggle establishes
among men of different ideologies, but who, being subjected to the
same exploitation, possges the material background for understanding
-the advantages Qf_gOlnt work and avove all, of work under a class-
conscious, sincere, revolutionary leadership. We place in the
block no illusions of any sort nor do we consider it a panacea; but
we do attribute to it the value that the organizations themselves
give to .it, The content of the block is %o be found in the bonds
that the parties integrating it have with the toiling masses.
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As a simple parliamentary matter the block lacks importance,
constituting obul an unimportant cpposition.: The dynamice of the
struggle of the toiling masses. for: their liberation, demands the
concurrance of all the factors whisch may vrogden it (acrecentarla);
direct the parliamentary tribune in re same direction as the Te-
volutionary, agitation, organization and propaganda demand, ig to
create an advantage where a danger exiats today. The Block may be
the beginning of an efficient struggle, by means of which the lea- .
derships will mske 1t easieT for their followings to draw closer
together; this 1s what we hops for and it is one of the central
points for which we struggle, : e

EDITORIAL TH "IZOUTERDA" - (extract) Jan. 2, 1935

It is pregisely we, the Communists, who are the most interested
in the joint developuent of the cowmmon actions of the whole working
class, finding a powerful expression in the struggle against pover-
ty, . hunger, gpidemics, wor and capitalism, For this action we do
not believe that what is nesded is a policy of petty- bickerings and
hidden maneouvers, - That whici 18 nsedsd is an immovable will and an
unbreakable decision e carry forward the battle atready begun.

No! It is not we: who will atempt to- solve the probler of lea~
dership and orientation of she revolutionary proletariat behind the
packs of the mags struggles, 10T have we any ilntention of posing as -
the leaders of these messes without firset having won their confi-
donce ani their support. Let ug take a proletarian reality for our
starting voint; the working clags, the popular MasSses, are under the
inflvence ofidiverse'parties;whi@h_fluﬁtuate between an O0pen recog-
pition of the class ssruggle and a 1atent illusion in bourgeois de=
mocracy and it legislative myths, But the working class, the wor-
xers of city and country feel. that they are peing despoiled and pose
concrete demands for the petserment of their conditicns.’

correct posing of the

Thisfact demands of ue as Marxisis a
tent screamings of corrupt
f

&}
question that is not limited %o-the irro
Stalinism that has ﬁOW'T@&Oh@d‘&’83%gﬁguJ‘CUmpthS ideological pu=
trefaction. And this posing of the questlon san be ro other than
that of giving impetus to- joint action against capitalist reaction
and for ccmmon consrete ebjectives, In the course cof this action - .
the masses w7 “ind the road %o their economic and political eman—'
cipation. Ve C... i rust demand the wmaximum loyalty and the maxi-
munm discipline for this struggle without giving up our right %o
bring forward our own pointg of view with regard %o 1%,

+
X

It ig thus that we Communists snterpret the-proletarian reali- -
ty; it im only thus that the struggle of the exploited against their!
oppressors can be carried on progressively, Nothing is gained by -
sterile statements; of one's-principles, unless this is accompanied
by a real and unpostponable*struggle against reaction, - The Demo-~
cratic, Socialist and Communist workers suffer capitalist exploita-

R o A g
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tion equally with all others and want to struggle against this ex-
ploitation although their ideas are not at all similar. We must,
then, forge the United Front, everywhere, in the places of work, in
the mines, by decision of the political leaderskips, and in every
other form, The United Fron% must be formed, it must be attained.
On the road thereto the Parliamentarian Block has appeared and the
latter also must be pressed into the service of thisatruggle in
which the appeal of Marx and Engels find a new formula of expression:
WORKERS OF ALL TENDENCIES UNITE!! -

EXTRACTS FROM AN ARTICLE ENTITLED "WHY WE COMMUNISTS ARE IN THE
BLOCK" Printed in the January 2, 1935 issue of ®*IZQUIERDA" (signed
by Ismeal Suarez) - Workers, let's Understand each cther!

v i ieviveiue....There are still many workers who do not evaluate as
well, (as does the bourgeoisie), the real significance of the Left
Block, why we communists are in it and where we are going...........

~ The Left Block has been created and we have pushed 4t forward
in order to create an obstacle against the capitalist landlord reac-
tion that dominates ih the country,... . o

If the unity of action of the masses has been bcund up in par-
liament, with a clear program cf defense of the fundamental rights
and liberties of the proletariat, this is due to the failure of the
former UNITED FRONT attempts, to the necessity of uniting in joint
aEix=r struggle all of the political sectors that are today opposed
to the Nazi and Militia reacticn, to the facility of using the Par-
liament as a foothold, as a "democratic" citadel in the path of the
forward march of all-absorbing "presidentialism", of the "strong Ex-
ecutive Power", of the perscnalist "dictatorship" of Fascism.........

. But this.is not all; in order to give the masses under the lea-
dership of the Left Block a revolutionary spirit, the block has been
carried into the street, and intc the popular demonstraticns, and
will continue to be carried into the sharpest proletarian struggles,
even into strikes and the insurrection, In order to arm the prrole~
tariat with the revolutionary party that it requires, we present our
principles and our slogans before the workers calling them into com-
bat for the regrouping of their forges into a new Communist Party,
which should come to fill the vacancy left by the shameful bankrupt-
cy of the Third International. .

- If the pseudo - "socialist" and "democratic" program of these
parties (Radical-Socialist Party, Democratic Party), rests on their
predominantly petty bourgeois class composition,"and"socialist" ide~
ology and basic proletarian composition of the Socialist Party this
is then, what makes it possible for us to enter into pacts with them
against the forces of tne anti-democratic Fascist reaction, that
grows and prospers in the shads of the divisons und dispersion of the
. proletariat, None of the parties adhering to the pact loses its in-
dividuality. and independence tc criticize or in matters of doctrine.
Neither they NOT We. . veiiivavsvnnas
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THESIS ON THE CHACO FAR.

Prosanted to the Jew Intarnational for publication and + « ¢ « rejeitad)y
A% the second Hational Cengress of the Chilean Comrmunist Left, the

following thesis, submitted oy Comrade !f, Fernandez of the Bolivian
Left, was adopted. It constitutes the first fundamental analysis
of the war in Chaco, to be adcpisd in thesis form by any of the
Fourth Internationalist parties or groups.

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Rk

1....The Chaco war is very close tc us, and affects Argentina and
Chile very directly. The application of our general thesis and
theories to this case is, therefore, of primary and immediate im-
portance. In essence, the Chaco war is an adventure on the part

0f the dominating feudal-bourgeois classes cf two bankrupt semi-
colonies (Bolivia and Paraguay), carrying within itself - half
visibly, half hidden - definite imperialist motive forces, The
world crigis, the fall of prices (since 1939), prepared the inter-
nal causes of the conflict, undermining the stability of the

social clasges, depriving the goverring political factions of

the necessary administraiiva rescurces, Imperialist pretensicns for
their part, made possible the zonfliect on a large gcale and gave the
war its decisive impetum. Chile and Argentina are espacially invol-
ved in this situation,

2....0n the eve of the war, the econcmic ccnditions of Polivia and
Paraguay were posed as follows: Tin constituted 78 rercent of the
total exports of Bolivia and over 50 percent of its budgetary in-
come, but its market price was cut two-thirds, producing a propor-
tional reduction in the natiornal budget. As to Paraguay, 63 percent
of its economic life devends on the export of guebracho ztannin),
mate (Paraguay tea) arnd meats; but the demand for gquebracho fell off
70 percent, while its market price fell from 33 to 10 pounds ster-
ling. The general internal situaiion of ©toth countries had pecome
catastrophic. It became impossible for governments to maintain thelr
tule by ordinary means., Further complicating the econcpic problem,
were the petroleum concessions in the Chaco territory, where Bolivia
had given concessions to the Standard 0il Company (although without
any route for export via the Paragvay River or Argentina) and Para-
gua¥ had given concessions to the Royal Dutch Shell (British company).

3....01i1 depcsits are being worksd in iArz
latter feels the absolute nscessity cf ¢

impeding the infant petrcleum indusiry o ivia. Thus, in 18295,
Argentian refused to allow an oil line ¢ e Standard 0Oil Company
to pass through its territory. Large amounts of Argentine industri-
al capital (Sastre, Casado, e%tc.), are tied up in Paraguay, and Ar-
gentine banks have raised loans for the preparation of the war it-
gelf, Consistent with this, rercenaries for the war have been re-
cTuited in Argentine territory; desperately hopeless unempleoyed wor-
kers have been taken into the struggle ir the Paraguayan trenches;
the diplomatic attitudes of the Argentine foreign office incline in
Paraguay's favor and the gowernment is ever watchfully waiting.

.na territory, and the
ting this industry and
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4,,,,Chilean participation in Bolivian mining enterprtses is ever in-
creasing; numerous economically weakened cowmyanies, try to volster
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themselves up with Chilean capital (this applies to Oploca, Ocuri,
Morocopala and even Patino), in exchange for the free penetration of
Ghilean commerce into Bolivia.~ Alreadly in 1937, twent¥ percent-of
all foreign capital inve:ied in Bplivian mines, belonged to Chilean
industrialiste, Of all the South American countries, Bolivia has
been Chile's best commercial cusTomer, Out of these fundamental
economic grounds - (the deals entered inte by Chile in favor of Bo~
liviaj contracting of unemployed Chileans for the war, and of Chile-
an workers for the Bolivian mines ag well as officials for the Boli-
vian army, and finally the diplomatic friction with Paraguay whish,
in spite of outward appearances, continues and will remain) - of ne~
cessity grow by themselves,

5...,Tnis, clearly and indisputably, is the true significance and
sxtension of the feudal-bourgeois-imperialist Chaco war. The lines
of trenches reach Chile and Argentina, and these two latter becomsé
ever more involved, the longer the slaughter is prolonged and deep-—
ened. In their turn, Chile and Argentina will be called upon 10
shed even more blood, to solve the prolbems of imperialiem, Para-
guay and Bolivia are woInD out, but continue fighting; fresh cannon
fodder in greater quantities is needed, in order to bring the strug-
gle to a definite conclusion, Never has the danger of intervention
by Chile and Argentina been 80 imminent as it is today. The wearing
down of the belligerents, the scant and half-hearted battlea, far
from giving us pacifist illusions, should -cause us 10 redouble our:
campalgn, The energetic action of the Chilean and Argentine prole—
tariat, in aid of their comrades of Paraguay and Bolivia, could put
an- end to the slaughter. But how is one to struggle against the
Chaco war? We have stated and proved & hundred times over, in the
Marxian analysis of war's significance %o the proletariat, that there
can be but one means of struggle against 1%: to hinder the bourgeois-
ie, and prepare to answer the international maneouvers of the ex-
ploiters with the proletarian revolution, The struggle against war’
is not yosed as a deluge of printed matter or in "gocial-pacifist™
circles: it is formulated by the political vanguard of the proletar-
iat (the communist Left), and is fulfilled on the base of the pro-
gressive victories of the working class against its eternal and 0b~
stinate enemy -~ capitalism. Our perspectives will be the greater
in the measure that the regime is menaced by our vigorous action:
when we triumph, wars will disappear from history forever. In the
concrete case of. the Chaco war, the pressure of the Chilean and Ar-
entine working classes over their respective bourgeoisie will wea-
¥en the battle fronts. 'The gtruggle in Chile and Argentina, far
from being abstract is now more concrete than ever before; the pro-
letariat must choose petween massacre in the service of its masters
or the fight for its own demands, for the united front, for: the de-
fense of its pesitions, and for carrying the struggle over to the -
offensive, Every blow dealt the capitalists of Argentina and Chile
will be translated not only into a blow against the Chaco war, but
alsc into support of the workers of Bolivia and Paraguay, who. should
turn the present struggle into a WAR AGAINST THEIR OWN BOURGEOISIE.

m _..This problem must be posed firmly and in thé only manner possi-
ble, the class’ struggle must be deepened in Chile and Argentina.
Secondly, the fraternal, internaticnal preparation of our actions,
with an understanding of our common problems, must be carried out,
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Thirdly, the reveolutlonary agitation and propaganda at the battle
front, .among the prisoners, and peoples in stroggle-in our TEesSpec -
tive countries must® be. soordinated, in Chile, Argentina, Paraguay,
and Bolivia. Towards izcn-clad unity of the workers of the feur

countries invelved!:"Towards & bpoader, more complete preparation

of the struggle! -

*_****...*****‘*****’**-*

RESOLITTTON ‘ADOPTED BY LATIN-AMERICAN DEPT,-- - - S

Vote ?-2 - March 8, 1935 }

¢ FEVER TAXEN UP IN Pu C. = e
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The latin-American CGommit

ce of the Workers Party of the U.S. views

ttee o
the situation in;the.GOMﬁUvIST»LEFTxOF_GHILE,~qnerf the lazgest or—
+he . F

ganizdtions gtanding for TFourin International, with grave concenn,

A block in parliament; as concluded by- the Communist Left in Oc tober.
1934, "for the:defense cf democratic Tights in. parliament”, can but
ingrease parliamentary 11lusions. amongsk the masses, 1n such a block
the reformist andfpettygbourgeeis_parties are pbound to lead, and to -

profit by the bloek., .. . LnL o SR - R

No specific conditions have been put to-  the other partiag,in.the
block, at any rate publigly,.aﬂﬁ;evengthen their execution could,
inthe case of parliamentary aotivities,;not-bekoqntrolled by the
masses. Without such”speoifio~and-pub1icly known points of agree-
ment it is impossible for 4he compunists to influence. the masses
against thelr reformist and petty oourgeois leaders.

S S -*

¥ass demonstrations are, of course, part Qf/xﬁg united front of wor-
xers' organizations. Hass demonstrations organized by the parlia-
mentary oblock do not provide the comrunists with a mass basis that

could be utilised by them in order to win the masses away from these
leaders, but onr the contrary gives the itotver the foothold outside

of parliament; +he communists serve as & left covering to the refor-

mist and petty bourzeois:leaders: The block policy-of the Communist

Left, instead of accelerating the -radicalization of the masses, re-

tards it., Ths v :in task of a united front, to-force the allied

groups into sotl:- . gfrdefense of democTatic rights, and in this

process to win the masees away Ifrom their-presenf leaders, is com~
pleﬁely»ﬁrustrated by this fake united front, which effectively

blocks the way tc a genuine united front of workers' organizations .
(including the trade vnions and the Stalinists), based on specific

and public agreements.

‘The communists must immediately .end the block in parliament and pub~
licly confront the three other parties at present in the block with
rroposals for specific and conorete fighting agreements. Only upon
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their puplic accephance and —ith %he oyren declaration on the part
of the comxmunists that gven +mis unitei front will not be able %o
lead the inaurrestiot, <84 the rresent collavoratior with the other
three parcties De convinved, 1n this new and correct form. In that

3 ~ade to draw in the trade unions

4
e
ol

-
case attempts must izmadiate
and the Ssalinists.

The perspective of'crganic fusion with the other ~zrties in the
block, even in thég amoliguous formulaticn oi "uvron tne basis of re-
groupnrert of forces", must be renudiated, Tne correct pclicy would
aopear to ve to force the Reveluticnary Sesialist Crposition and
ctrhar left groups within the parties of the olock and within the
Stalinist party, wherever such grours exist, further to the left,

and to attempt, first closa collaberation, then, if possible, fusion
with +them on a principled Uarxian prozram OT PTOSTal of astion, This
is the only way to bring apout the desired tyegrouprent of forzes"
within the porties of the block, in & revoluticnary and not an opror-
turist sense, i.e. through the emergence of revolutionary left wings
within these parties, orening ur the perspective of further splits,
and fusicn with them on ths sams o28is as with the Revolutilcnary
Socislist Oprcsition.

THE "FRENCH TURH" REACHES CHILE.
(An estimate of the Parliamentary Siock — By P. Eiffel)

ywmes o

The effects of major victories or defeats of the proletariat of the

leading countries are as decisive for the developrment of the wor-
king-3lass mcvement in +the semi~colonial couriries of Latin America

a8 thev are in any otasT part of the world., The catastrophe of the

German proletariat in January 1933 weakened and 1iscriented the La-

tin American proletariat and strengthened and sncouraged the Latin

American nenchmen of Amerigcan and English imperialism:, Fascism for

the firet time raised 1%s head in some of the Latin American coun-— - .
tries, woove all in Chile,

While thus intimately oound up with the fate of the international
proletariat a8 & whols, the rroletariab of +ne semi-colonial coun-
tries of Latin America 18 famed with a situation which has to a cexr-
tain extent a rythm of its own, The utterly unstable ecconomy of

thess “single—groﬁuct“ countries, absolutely deperdent upon the

needs and the mercy of the great jmyarianlist powers, has since the

world war, thrown thesse seuntriss irnto a naver—ending seriss of vio-

ient social convuleicns whick a3 a rasult of the rachitic weakness

of the native ruling classsas again and again put the guestion of the
seizure of power by the rresident upcen +the order of - the day. While

tne proletariat of the mera advance countries has ratured in a slow-

er process of class struggles, passing ip most cases through decades

of more elementary batiles, bafars ceing faced with the problem of .
power, the young and weak proletariat of those semi-colonial countrier
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countries is almost from the very peginning confronted with tasks
which seem almost %oo oig for i%, Typisel for this state of affairs
is the fact that the two groups walcn nOW sonaititute the Chilean

and Cuban sections respechively of the 1,0.L. were born, or at any
rate made their first indsrendent ste at a roment when their
countries were in the throes cf open/wislT with British and American
war-ships lying in waiting for milizar; This situa-
tion of open civil war was, in fact, the desisive factor which for-
ced thess two groups to take uron themselvses the tusk of independent
lsadership of the proletariat and all the teciling nmasses,

The combinatiorn of these contradictory factors makes the organiza-
tions of the revolutionary proletariat of the Latin American ccun-
tries dependent upcn internaticnal kelp and un international lead-
ership to the very highest degree. The existance of an effective
international cenfer will decide the vidtory or failure of the re-
volutionary movement in Latin America. The extraordinary growth

of the movement for a new corrunis?y international in the Latin A-
merican Countries during the last w0 years ermphasized the immediate
urgency for the creaticn for such an internmational center, The In-
ternational Secretariat of ., admittedly 4id not yet repre-
sent this political leadsrsa: Loy were made during the sum-
mer of 18934 to give leaferaiip TO the sections in Latin A-
merica, ©On the whole, hcwever, ) as vet little pclitical
lead given as far as the spesial »: of +these sections are con-
csrned, The international role of %2 1.8,
in cne or two European countries. ‘ Ler
these of both NWorth and Scuth dmerica, v more or less left to
their own resources; all they could de was to try to apply the poli-
ciss evolved by the I.S. for France and some other European section
to the situation in their own countries,
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The two political steps taken by the I.S9. and its leading European
sections which have profoundly infiluensad the growth and develop-
ment of the movemant for 3 new communist international in the Latin
American couniries were the pact of Four, and the entry of the majo-
ri%y of the French section into the SFIO. Both represented in thelr
way the reastion of the most advanced group in the international re-
volutionary rrcoletariats to the world situation created by the defeat
of the German y o -~letariat and ths solilapse of the C.I, The failure
of the first cr ..-se iwo steps, the Pact of the Four, to bring the
expected rapid resulis. wag largely reswonsiole for the step taken
one year later, tis 3au 3 ze-rnion into the SFIO.,  Du-
ring this year the dig.ntegration of ths werld revoluticnary move-
ment, only in its imitial stages av +he time of the Pact of Four,
had gone on apace, and nad reickel unheird-of deptns., Yet the left-
ward counter—cumrents to this general gtresm of disintegration and
disorientation had during thia ysar oy [0 moans decreased, dbut on
the contrary rather increased: ith3 rovement for & wnew international,
which at ths time of ths Pact ¢f Feur had got hold only of one Ger-
wan and two Dutch parties, had by mow apread to other countries. In
addition there were in a good rany ceunsries, strong left wings de-~
veloping within the parties of tne Secoud Internaticnal, All these
more or less temprorary acunter—-currernts demanded clear international
1sadsrship, Otherwise theve was the danger that they would fall
pack into the general stream of disorientaticn and disintegration,
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The reaction of the international leadership of the ICL to this
situation demonstrated, however, that the latter itszlf had been
unable to withstaud the effets of the disintegrating forces which
the defezt of the Gernan oroletariat had set loose. Instead of
adopting a policy which would Torce the lefv socialists still fur-
ther to the left, it copitulsited Lo then, and thereby to the Se-
cond International ag such. iz capisulation, pelitically and.
organizationally in the Lkey country, Fremcs, and politically on an
internationnl scale, wag prosentad »g o progressive sten, by means
of o false analysis of the situation in the international Social
Democracy. This analysis presentcd the femporary leftward counter
curventz in certain countries aps the decisive and general direction
of prescnt-dny Social Democracy, reguiring a fundanental change in
the policy of the revolutionary vanguard towsrds it. Thus the po-
licy of the Pact of Pour was, instecad of being adapted to new
noeds, and modified u»non the experiencs of initial errors in its
apnlication, completely reversed.

€ e T

The Pact of Pour had far-roaching effscts upon the movement for a
neyw cormunist international in ths counirics of Iatin Amcrica., The
develovnent of groups Like %hose in Chilce and Cuba, e.8., was large-
ly due to the ingpiration wioick the Pnet of Four had brought to the
revolutionary proletarist of thesc coumtries, They threw off the
yoke 0i the Stalinist leedership wirich Liad been such a dismal fail-~
ure in Face of the problems confronting the Latin American proleta-
riat, and boldly struck out towards the new goal: the creation of
new coruunist parties and a new communist international. A new poe-
riod in the history of Latin America scemad to bagin: that of in-
dependent lcadership of the revolutionary »prolctariat,

With five sections in the ILatin American countries, not to speak of
nucleii in oithers, the American continent during 1934 actually re-
pregentted almost half of all the scetionsg of the ICL., The demand
grew for an international conference i ©ll the scctions in North,
Central, and South America, ag a prelude to o worla conference,

With correct leaderghin coming from the I.8. and assistance from the
section in the USA the future of the movement for a new comaunist
international seemed in the Letin Americen countries brighter than
almost anywhere else. T

Tne new international Line of thoe IS, comceretized in the demand.forx
the entry of the Trenech gection into iac SFIC, put an end to all
this. Itself an opprortunist and wiventurist answer to the situa-
tion created by the digintegration of thie world revolutionary move-
ment after the German defeat, 1t onensl the door to and encouraged
all corrcapouding tendsucles in thic Latin American sections, Such
tendencies of opportunism and adventuricm are lying dormant in the
revolutionary vanguard of colenisl and semi-colonial countries no
legg than in the more sdvanced cowitriocg, thougan differing in thelr
coneraete charscter, In fact they are here nrobably gresater on ac-
count of the numericasl isclation oF the proletariat in thes predo-
minantly agrarian countiies.
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An attormrt of {the I8 and the French sceotion to find a short-cut to
the mapuvos on? to the task of building the aev party and interna-
tional found very shortly an eceno in a number of Latin Amcrican
commtrics.

The Quban ssetion wrise o end its isoletion Trom the assses by an

adventurous shen waiich, if cury1;’ cuh, vill net only igolate it .
31111 further from the ugsgeu wat in all grabahi“j+y avon mean its
end as an independent »olitiecal tondonzryt ic hins buen considering
= block with the petty bourgs 1u vevolaticnary parey "Young Cubal, -

to prenare for insurrec tion. Cux ?yu’ﬁ comrodes roaline themselves
that such a bloeck nolicy would caryry the petity wourgeoisic into
nower. The particivetion ian sucn a biock would burden our com-
rades with the dircet rvesponsibiligy for aanother, still more dis-
agtrous defeat of the duban revolution

In Mcxico a part of the section is nreoaring its 2ntry inte the
"Soueialisgt Party of the Left" {Teicda), » pethty bourgeois party in
both wolitical nrosram <nd soeial composition, Hare no attempt 1o
being made, ag was doocn in Froncs, To oreseat this party os "left-
centristh, Yet the sto inh: “c;*”“s Darty ig explicitly renre-
gented as an ynllc“t"Jq aniicy o1 ths Freanch comrades to
Mexican conditions. Tiao Teninist 8tudy Circle has already
been dispolved end its nium ens inso Tejeda's narty.

The Chilesn scotion of he ILL, ons of the biggost scetions inter-
natiomaliy, and the blgn»st on the Amcericen ¢ Untlnbﬁt (ca 1000 mem-

Y

X

bers, with two deputiesg in pariiament #ud a regularly published 4- |
vage weekly), in October, 1934, following the break-up of the uni- 5
tad front, zormed a pariismentarizn block with the Sccialist Party,

the Democratic Perty, aand the Redical Jocislist Party., Originally

thig block wao mresented to the Ghilean nroleisriat as an exclusive-

ly varliamen Len vioek, vhich wouid carry on no other activities

than the defense of domocratic libartics in ﬁﬂrliament, ~nd which

would "never™ I

lead b0 ovgrnle fusion of tlis prrtiss forming the
tlock, Such o ﬁrlizmbu*ary ploeck =rill not only s parliamentary
illusions, - in epite of the simultwmcous warnings of our Chiloea
comrades, to the worlers againgt such illnsiouns, but it will effec~
tively militate againgt tho crention of o genuinc united front of
organizations, bascd on ecorerete azreemenits and controlled by the
masses. For concrece rﬁ;ennby+~ consrolied by the masses run coun- ]
ter to the very e88e1ce oﬂ arlisacavery oolities. A block of this ]
type is bound to be unde tho contrui of the non-communist partics ’
in it (three out of Tour ; ~tieh vill - filize it to create for them-
gelves an extra-parlirnicntery ess wosis, For this the participa-
tion of the communista (;.V. gwyr comrades, -~ the 8taliniatg not be-
ing in the block) is indisnensgable for the other parties., The block
has, in fact, alrcady organized & mass demonstration in which about
40,000 workers and small ftounspeonle participated. This is hailed
by our comrades as a victory for tham, - "The hlock hag been forced
to come out into the stroet?, CJomnlcotcly reversing their eriginal
nozition on the purnose of the block, tnsy now vugard it au a sghort-
cut towards the creation of a unitedl front of organizstions (without
the S8talinists ond without the tradse tmions??), which otherwise

ol h«

[
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seems unattainable to ther at the present moment. In reality it is
a fake united frent which will effectively dlock the road towards a
real unzﬁed Ivcnt and ;n Whl;h the comm"nists serve as a left co-
vering %o the So
the riaht of it hc contrete Lkreementa “etveen the four parties
Tor definite woala of 301? gzruggle nave been made public., There
¢an, tﬂe*efore, be ne guestion ¢ the cormunisits fighting to gain
influence amongst the fol owers of %the cther parties on the basis
cf this "wvnited frornt". The present extr=»parlii entarian mass ba-
sis of the Block serves conly the interests of the Scocialists, Demo-
srats, and Radical Sccialists,

The "concrete situation" in Chile zllegedly demands such a "new"
road to the United Front, It is not said in what this concrete si-
tuation differs from that of other countries for whichk the Leninist
united front pclicy has been worked cut on the basis of living ex-
periences, All hores of our Chilean comrades are now pinned on "out-
maneuvering" (in which the Socialists, etc,, are certainly greater
rasters than the comrunists) for a flexible application of Leninist
princirles is tec-day the Yrev-ncte 1n the prccess cof the disintegra-
tien ¢of the world revolutiouary rovenent, It will inevitably lead
tc the communists being cut-raneuvered by the sccialist and other
leaders, The strength of *3 cerrunists lies in the combination of
certain volitical and cr:a*lzﬁsicnal rrinciples with a constant ar-
peal to the initiztive of the masses, Feglect of the latter leads
to sectarianism, neglect cof the ferzer to oppor+unlsm. Neither of
ther alens will lead tc a revolutionary party rocted in the masses,
It is yresisely the quesulon of hew %o puild this party which most

clsarly reveals the dengerocus rcad our Chilean comrades are traveling.

The present Block is clearly conceived of a8 more or less permanent,
¥e gucte from "Izguisrda" of Januvary 2nd, 1935: "In crder tc give
the masses under the leadership ci +nc Lart Blook a revolutionary
spirit, this block has pesen carried into the sireet and inte popu-
lar dewonstrations, and will continus to be carried irnto the sharp-
est prcletarian struggles, even inte strikes and the insurrection".
This pclitical line, urnless avandened without delay, will in itself
lead to the comrlete submerging of the sommunists in the "leader-
ship of the Left Block" and to ancther defeat of the Chilean reve-
lution, this time with the direst particiraticn of the communists
in its strangulaticn,

The execution of such 2 political line will inevitadly sooner or
later lead o the orzaric fusicn cf the paurties forming this bleck.
A block,'in fast, 13 by 1its very charuicter but the rrelude tc or-
ganic fusion, It has helped cur Chilean comrades little to "pro-
rise" that the Parliamentrain Block would confine its activities
exclusively t¢ the parliamentarian field. The lcgic ¢f the first
otop led ther within less than twe months fc the second, that of
helping the Sccialist, Democratic, and Radical Socialist leaders to
find an extra—parliumant&riar mase pase, It will helv our Chilean
cerrades squally little %o have proxised that the negotiaticns will
never "pass over to the stage of crganizaticnal fusion®, (I zguierda
Cct, 17, 1934). By the widdle of Dezerber the a~t1v1ules of the
Block are already linked up with the task of building the new par-
ty: "The new party must be bern cut of ah=experience, a class ex-
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of even the insurrection, and as the basis for the regroupment of
forces for a new party), but by ending it. If thie is done immedi~
ately, and not in a bureaucratio fashion, but with the fullest pos-
sibly participation ¢f the masses, harm done may still be undone,

There is, howsver, not much hcpe that our Chilean comrades will ef-
feot this turn, and thereby save their organization and the Chilean
revolution from dire disaster, as long as the new international or-
jentation, which has guided our Chilean corrades, is not being chan~
ged, It is a high credit to the "Nueva Etapa® group in Argentina,
that notwithstanding the fact that the new orientaticn was proposed
py the I.S8., and endorsed by an international plenum, they oprosed
it as 2 departure from communist principle. But on the whole, such
cases ire pound to remain exceptions, There is little reason to ex-
pact that very many secticns in semi—-colonial countries, all of them
faced with especially great odds in their strugzle focr a clear Mar-
xist line, will take a correct position on fundamental problems 80
long as the I.S. and secticns 1like the North American by majority
vote declare for an incorrect one, The responsibility for the

grave danger in whigh our. Chilean corrades find themselves now, to-
gether with the Cubans and Mexicans, lies with the I.S. and the
leading sections in the imperizalist countries, It is not the Chi-
lean comrades so much who wTre tc blame-for their yielding to the
forces of disintegration that weaken the werld proletariat, but
those who had been entrusted with the international leadership.

And we must add here: it will not be enough for them to explain to
the Chilean and other comrades that they are wrong in arrlying the
new international lire to Chile, the line its21f must be changed.

In this situation let us hope 21l the more that the comrades of

the Chilean section will not follew the road which hus led to the
break-up of important ssctions of the 1.0.L. -- first France, Goer- .
many, Poland, and new Belgium.

APRIL, 1935..

A LETTER FROM COMRADE EIFFEL, TO THE CHILEAN SECTION OF THE ICL

Dear Comrades:

As a collaborator of the I.S. for Latin American ques-
tions I had an opportunity of studying the problems confronting your
organization. Some of my observations and recommendations I put :
down in & number of letters which were sent out as official communi-
cations from the I,S. Since then the new international orientation
of the ICL (attitude towards the Second International) whizh I re~
gard as a deparfture from communiat principles, has made any further
collaberation on my part with the I.S. impossible, As a member of
the Latin American Committee of the Workers Patty USA, which I join-
ed after my emigration to this couniry, I have now once more an Or-
portunity of deveting part of my time te latin American problems,
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I have just rre' . ved a lengthy report on the recent policy and acti-
vities of your o= .nization, which has peen accepted by the Latin
American Commitses. I Lold a very serious view of the situation in
waich your organizaticn now finds itself as the result of your new
political line, Thiz view is skared by %he majority of the Latin
American Committee, out no officia’ rosti ior has been taken as yet
by the Committee as such, Tn vie~ cof tae urgency of the gituation

I take therefore the liberty cf zsending you the enclcsed statement
cf rmy personal opinion on the ratser, 23 shared by two other mem—
osrs of the Committee, comradss Cehlsr and Negrete, I regard the
fate of your organization, whick has always been the source of just
rride on the part of the whole ICL, as of the very greatest impor-
tanse for the ruture of the moverent for a new cormunist interna-
tional, abeove all cn the American continent. 1In view of this I am
sending copies of the enclosed statement to comrade Trotsky and the
I.8., asking them to express their cpinion in this matter. I am en-
closing copies of these letters.

With most sincere wishes for the future of ycur orga-
nization,

Yours for the r3veluticn
. >

P. EIFFEL
APRIL, 1835,

A LETTER FROM COMRADE EIFFEL TO CCMRADE TROTSKY
Dear Comrade Trctsiy:

‘In view of the sericus situation in which the
Chilean section of the I.C.L., one of the bigrest internaticnally,
and the biggest on the American continent, finds itself as the re-
sult of its new political line, sdopted in September/@ctcber of last
yvear, 1 take the liverty of subzittirng to ycu a copy cf arstatement
en this question which I just sert tc the Chilean comrades. The
Secretary of the Latin American Committes cf the Workers Party USA
has prebably sent you already a copy of the factual repcrt cn the
situaticn 4in the Chilean section which I prepared for the Committee.

T am cenvinged o3t without a cerplete reversal
cf the present pelitical lire ~7 th3 ICL which has discredited it in
the eyes cf the reveluticnary wervars cf 211 ccuntries, and which
nas split and destreyed cne asgticn »iher the other, it will be im-
peasible te ocmbat the tandencies ¢f crpertunism and adventurism
which find their expressicn in the nevw pclicy ¢f cur Chilsun com-
rades, since these tendencies derive *their strength nct only frem
the general discrientaticn and disintegraticn ¢f the reveluticnary
world mevenment since Hitler, but directly frem the cppertunist and
adventurist step taken by the majcrity cf the French ormrades upcn
yeur advice, The aituaticn cf the Chilean gecticn seens, hewever,
such a grave cne that I feel it weuld already be of value if you
could be induced to express yourself against the Chilesan way of ap-
rlying the so-called "French" turn, even though you still defend
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this turn and the new international orientation that accompanied i%t.
Your word might momentarily nring our Chilean comrades back from
their present fasal courcte, and they would thue be given an oppor-
turity of reviewing once more their present situation and their
perspectives,

It ie with thie limited purpose in mind that I
am writing you tuais letter. ’

Yours corradely,

P. EIFFEL

Copy to I.S.

APRIL, 1935

THE FRENCH TURNE AND ITS REPERCUSION IN CHILE

Reply of the C.C. of the Comimunist Left (Chilean Section of the
I1.6.L.) to Comrade P, Eiffel

* %k * * *

Egateemed Comrade:

We have just received your letter dated April of this yearw,
which you have alsc sent to the I.S., to Comrade Trotsky and to oth-
er sections of the I.C.L.

Ve must begin by thanking you for the interest that you
show in the problems affecting our section, But we consider it ne-
cessary to clear up some errors in concept contained in your report,
especially as %i.s appears to have been accepted by the Latin Ameri-
can Committee of the Workers' Party, In the first place, 1t 1s ne-
cessary to point out that in essence your document is a criticism
of the general policy adepted by our international leadership, es-
pecially in France and other European countries. The Chilean 8ec-
tion of the I.C.L. can feel proud of having seriously and calmly
faced guch an important perspective. We consider that the step ta-
ken by the French Comrades was entirely correct, and, in no event,
we believe can the firal balsace sheet be closed on an experience
which has just commenced CGut off, as they were from an effective
link with the mastces, sondezned to sterile and empty doctrinaire
speech-making, when thig latter could not be incorporated into the
living experience of ths clags, our ccmrades were ovliged to find
means of incorpurating themselvres inte practical revolutionary ac-
tivity, if they were not to be donmed to degeneration and to disin-
tegrationc Only through an =xireme superficiality of Marxist ana-
lysis can it be ignored that the conjuncture of the regroupment of
the working class requiree an audacious and rapid policy on our
part, unless we wisl to remain on the sidelines during this process;
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especially is thie the case when we arIS an infinitesimal minority,
andralmost non-existant from the numerical point of view, as we wexre
in France,

The reply cf the Arsentine Comrades of the "Nueva Etapa"
group, to the 1.5. proposal can only be judged a8 & thoughtless act
pased on the lack of a gerious study of the question, gomething ea-
sily explained in comrades whe have not had the opportunity of real
and profoundly revolutionary experience in mass struggles. To con~
sider this attitude as theoretically correct is to develop the point

to absurd sxtremes.

But, in reality, the policy followsd by our (Chilean) sec-
jon, and wiich has given rige to your report, (Reference is to the
article, "The French Turn Reaches Chile" - translated) has but a
very remote similarity to the Frenck Turn,the jnfluence of which in
the Chilean situation we coraider highly poblematical.

In general, your renort errs because of lack of informa-—
tion, the cause for whizh is evident, and because of an excess of
highly dangeTrous generalizatione. You oegin with an entirely erro—

neous idea of our party woen you say that 1t was born at a time when
the country was plunged in civil war, with the English and Yankee
warships ready to {ntervene, and that in large part it developed un-

der the_inspiration crsated by the Pact of Four,

, Our party came outb of a split in the official Communist
Party in 1931 due to the vureaucratic methods of the leadership; it
existed for some time as a dissident communist rarty, and as such
took part in the daily struggle and in crganizational work, The
ideas of the Left Oppesistion peretrated our party Tapidly, gspecial-
1y with the collaporation of the Sparish comrades and their excel-
1ent theoretical orgZan, 1Qormunisxo”, as our positions coincided
(reactions against identical causes) with those of the Internation-
a1 Left Opposition, On March 19th, 1933 we officially adhered to
the 1.L.0. Ws had not only already taken cur"first independent
gteps" but we had plaved an important role in such important events
as the naval jnsurrsotion in 1931, and the revolutionarTy effort of
June 4th, 1933 Lot knowing of the new oOursse that inspired the
international org:anizution, we proposed prior to the "new orienta-
tion" the abandonment of the policy of fraction in order to assuULS
the responsibility sorresponding to 8 in the revolutionary leader-
ship: to the thesis of the pre-corisrerse "frastion, not party’,
"party not fraction”, whiocl was rroliszed in 193% in the internal
pulletin published oy the I.%€. .

~ Because of the vagueness of its terminclogy, and a lack

of .knowledge among the Chilean ocrrades of the importane® of the
parties signing 1%, the Pact of Feur did not, in truth exercise

more than a citoumetantial influence, almost none at all, We men-—
tion this because it ie nacessary %o point out +hat our political
activity was nourished oy our oOW: daily experience, supplemented by
cur observation and assimilation of the world exyreriences. ‘We must
adrzit, in agreement with your article that the international leader-
ship has gilven us almest no aid, Far fror losing hope because of
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this neglect, we point it out, confident that it will be remedied.
We know the diffisultles =z whichrour whole werld organization de-
velops and we alm to sveroone them,

These preiimiczry coservations explain the recsons whioh
induced us to participate in tue ze-called “"Left-Parliauentary
Blee"., The growth of reactiocn, in cu untry, as well as in oth-
ers, prlaced on the order of the day th fense of democratic liber-
ties. 'For this task we were obliged to consider the actuel forces
in struggle, commencing with a correct analy3is of the relaticnship -
of forces. This is the fundamental secret of a correct proletarian
rolicy. Ve do not believe it necessary to repeat this lesson, which
can be concretized from all of the recent world reveluticnary expe-
riences,

The United Front pushed forward by us has failed, due in
part to the intransigeance of the Stalinists, ard in part because
the need for uri+*y had not yet ripered in the cconscicusness of the
masses., It wae hem that the Parliamentery 3loc was organized,
with a program o utilization of the parliamentary tribune for the
defense of the publis linerties threatened vy a reactlionary govern-
ment, Completecly diveoresd frow intransigeant =zectarianism, we rsa-
lized the necd for scra such pact with three parties having bread
popular influence (Democratic, Radical-Socialist and Socialist)
Thie pact did nct criginate with us, out, not to accept given rea-
lity, sharpening it, in order to get useful results from it, would
be towact like conscience-striken petty bourgscisie, and not firm
revclutionists., We d¢ not belisve that the "ecppertunist and adven—
turist tendencies which so easily arise in backward countries" were
the cause of our decision, but rather that this was the correct ap-
rlication of a correct general strategy.

. Then we were able to pull the bloc into the street, with-
draw it from parliament, parade it ur and doon the ccuntry, and con-
centrate thecusands upon thcusands of workers in all of the cities
of Chile, then, far from rcpudiating our previous policy we applied
it consistently, We agreed, first, to enter = bloc which was only
Parliamentarian, because we could do nothing else, Ve were the
weakest, and were obliged to make concessicns, When we succeeded
in getting the bloc into the street, we did not in any way contra-
dict our previous policy, because, if we Lad veen able to bring it
intoc the street at the beginning, we shculd nct have hesitated to
do so. '

"How.can it be maintained then, that by creating an extra-
parliamentary mass base for the bloc - the interests of the Democrats
Socialists and Radical-Socialists, alone, are served? These three
~parties have.a crcader popular influence than ours, at least the
firet two have. iae calls of the bloc have peen sufficient to bring
together thousands of workers which we, ourselves, wculd never have
been able to mobilize, In these deucnstrations we have brought for-
ward ouf programr; the masses have heard us; several times the press
run of our newspaper has exceeded 10,000 copies, it oeing the only
periodical of the four parties which appears regularly, How then,
with any semblance of logic, can it be siaid that we cannot have "the
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possibility of struggle for the winning cof influence among the ad-
herents of the otuer parties"? Further, to gay that such a situa-
tion only penefits the cther parties is to underostimate the capa-
city of comprehension of the masses, Far from our creating for the
bloc 2 mass bvasis, which we oursslves lack, vwe acquire, through it%,
influence over the masses of ithe =hcls country, even in rlaces where
we did not have any influence.

The Bloc is not a false United Front which will impede the
formation of the United Front, out it is a rcad towards this end.
At present provincial assemblies are being set up in which the un-
jons and labor organizations rparticipate. Far from being utilized
as a leftist screen, it ie we, the communists, who utilized the
bloc. And it must be noted that we have suscceeded in opposing to
the advance of reaction, an effective Zorce, We have shecked it,
oppesing to it real forces, noct slogans without a vase; we have de-
ferded the democratic liberties 3nd labor organizations, How? By
utilizing popularly ipfluential derocratic parties and working class
parties whose principles ars at variance with curs. To have done
anything else would have been "sagtarianism'; is it "opportuniem"
to have done what we 4:d? We have nct rcneged from our ideas, but
we have brought them forward extannively before the masses, We have
kep and still keep our hands free frew 111 fetters,

T4 is indubitable that the Bloc is but a road towarde the
United Front, and that it cannot be considered as a road towards fu-
sion, for the new party. The artlicle in “IZQUIFRDA" to which you re-

fer is erroneous, vecause it is not very clear; we have repeatedly -
explained, in the newspaper, our positicen in tkis respect, The ar-
_ticle referred to was for the penefits of externsive sections of the
Socialist Party (the .Revoluticnary Socialist Opposition broke up, a
good number of them joining our ranks.) The Socialist Party of Chi-
ie is not less left-cenitrist than the 5,F.1.0., but more so, It has
never been affiliated to the Second Internaticnal and is in favor of
revolutionary methods for the ccnguest of rower. Through an experi-
ence in struggle and an intensive discussion it can be made to move
oven further to the left, Inside of the Bloc it maintaine an alli-
ance with us which alters the perspective that you present, (three
against one)., Its ceomposition is nredominantly proletarian, wnd

we cannot discount, but rather must expect a radicalization which
will oring it close to our rlatfor:,

We are not dorinated by "ihe desire for unity at any
cost"; we believe that the attitule cf the csomrades in France was
not based on this consideratiocr, ouf that this attitude may have
predominated in the Dbelglan grouvp ~iich joined the Social-Democratic
party. But, it is presisely opporture to point cut once again that
the present policy of our secticn has but a distant similarity with
the polisy of the Bolshevik-Leninlat Grouvr in France, I% can Dbe
gaid that both orientations coingcide in their purpose: to find a
road to the masses; but this has always oeen the invariable positidén
of the communistis,

The concluding proposal given in your document that the
Bloc be declared dissolved and substituted by a real United Front

%
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would not even pe understcod by the other parties in the Bloc, Such
astion would faver ro one but the Stalinists who are now trying %o
enter the Bloc, after having uzed thz grossest epithets against it
for months., In order in duvelop a <orrect volicy one musi commence
“ w2th absitract formulas., We cannot

i
with concrete realiilties il U0
demagogically "create™ a national situation different from that of
other countries, but must base cursclves on concrete roints of re-
ference in order to correctly arrly the general orientation towards
the United Front and the new rarty.

We are far from considering our rolitical activity as un-
impeachable; we ourselves have criticized our own errors and contin-
ue to do so. But we are just as far from accspting what we consider
- your deeply erronsous conclusions,

We are gratefule for your interest and hore that it con-
tinues, for it must be recognized that we Bolahevik-Leninists, as
the center of the movemsnt for thz Feurth Interraticnal need a close
international tie-ur, in order to prevent the dangers of the ascat-
tering of our cadres te wilch dangers we attribute less gravity
than you do.

| Fraternal Comrmunist Greetings.
The Central Cormmittee of the
Cormunist Left.
(Chilean Section of the I.C.L.)

June, 1935,

OUR REPLY TQ THE CHILEAN COMRADES

New York, Sept. &, 1935,

To the Central Committee
of the Communist Left,
Chile.

Dear Comrades:

In the sbsence of Corruds Eiffel, and as members of the Latin-
American Departrent of the Porkers Party, vhish adepted the reaolu-
tion eriticizing the Left Parliamentary Blee in which your crganiza-
tion participates, we are answering your reply cof June to the pesi-
tion adopted by us and which was expressed in Corrade Eiffel's doou-
ment. We were oertainly glad tc receive your letter and hecre that
our organizations car continue to coorerate and discuss the problems
confronting each country.




International News - Page 30.

Your letter recognized that our criticism was primarily a ori-
ticism of the new turn of the ICL, %he sc—~called Frencn Turn, and
what we consider its arprlisation in Chile through the four party
Left Parliamentary 3lcs. Likewiss, your.letter clearly confirms
this analysis, when you eay: "Tt can be said that beth orientations
coincide in their purrose: ¢ Iind 22¢ to the masses," However,
this is not tc uvs, a wmatter eof twe ‘erent orientations, that co-
incide in their purrose. Ve have ner due to the different natio-
nal conditions, two concrete arrlisations cf the new turn of the
ICTL; the French applicaticn and the Chilean arrlization, There are
several other national aprrlications cf this new turn besides the
French and the Chilean., Take fer exarmrzle the Belgian arplication
of entrancs into the POB (Belgian S.F.) withcut even fraction rights,
or the Ouban variety -- the proresed oloc with Young Cuba and the
"External road" thsory, which has fortunutely been overcore by the
new lesdership. Or take for example, the €.P. crientation in the
Workers Perty of the United States rresented by Cannon and Shachtman
as the aprlisation of the new turn for Amerioan conditions, Other
exawmrles nigat also ve cited, .

The attempt "to find the road tc the masses" is not new in the
revolutionary roveuent., There are orportunist roads, and adventu-
rist roads to the messss, and there is alsc the Marxian road to the
masses., We have amrle procf, sincs the arrlication of the new turn
of the ICL in France and several othercountries - in Chile it assumes
the character of a %“wo cless olosk similar in scme respacts to the
Kuomintang experiment - that this new turn in all of its forms is
an oprertunist attemyt to find a rosd to the masses.

Your letter says that we lack ceonorete infermation and from
thig statement you leave the irpression that because of this we are
not critisizing your parliamentary olecs con firm grourd, However,
ascerding te your lebtter, cur errcrd sonsist in mis-statements of
gsecondary reints of fact, i.e.: that the Chilean Cerrunist Left was
not crginized ut a time ~hen $he courntry was rlunged inte Civil War,
and that +the Pact -of Feur had very 1ittle influence orn ycur develor-
rent; and you correct us, with the informaticn saying that instaad,
you srlit from the CI in 1931 and jcired the ILC in Harsh 1933,

Even if cur d.tes were nci entirely <courate this dees not in any
way alter the essence of the arl*tizicrs that we made zgalnst the new
turn of the IOL und its siriisatzen in Chile by 'your crganizaticn
through the Left Parliamentary Slcc,

In referance t¢ the Parli.meniary Blce, you state in your let-
ter: "We agresd first, tc enter a blee wiich was only Parliamentari-
ap, because we could do nething else, Ve were the weakest, and were
coliged tc make czcnzessicns," :

We belisve that this admissicon c¢r your rart ccenfirms what we
have siafed in the yrevicus letter tc yeu. What kind ¢f a conces-
gien de you 2all this? Yeu take it very lightly, as though 1t 1is
an crdinary matter for Harxists to agree tc enter a rarliamentary
bloc with getty-bourgecis rarties, and agree tc limit It tc PARLIA-
¥ENT, Laier life itself drove this Llce inte the streets, And de~
velerments since then, te the sxtent that cur scanty infermation rer-

*
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mite us to judge, do not in our cvinion indicate a rmore leftward de-
velcpment of the Bloc - & zToint toc ¥aish we shall return to later.
But even assuming %hat *the ovgznizaiicn of sTreet demenstrations and
the mere recent witliczavwl ¢ the Blee Tronm Parliament were a left-
ward move, thie in atsels 2could not correct the error, obecause the
theoretical motivation oelior *nig “a*liazentlzy bioc was neither
changed nor repudiated. fo aﬁree to a thecratical yosition such as
the new turn of the ICL, and to arply it to national conditions,
which in a later stage 1ncludas a lert zig-zag or a left tactical
swing, does not mean that the left turn in itself is sufficient to
correct the false pcosition. Even though the left turn makes possi-
ble a mpomentar; -oerical gain., What is necessary is to correct the
theoretical prerise which r&d@ ressible the agreement for such a
bloc with petty bourgeois parties, and at tnzt orne at least nominal-
ly limited to Parliarent.

Cn this point we quote from your organ "Tzguizsrda", Cotober 31,
1835: "The Left Parliamsentary Bloc is an exolusivelv parli“mantary
united front which declares for thes struzgle within the bourzeols
parliament for the defense of dumosritic livsrties. . . . In this
sense, with the astivity cf thz bloc linited tc the parliamentary
field alone, the representatives of the Ccrwmunist Left in beth hous-
es enter the blece in order to re-enfecrce the struggle in defense of
democratic liberties of rress, sraech, assembly, orgearization and
strike. " :

As though thase ends could be achieved by an exclusively parlia-
mentary bloc! This could only scw illusicns uieng the workers, To
add the slogan "Class Against Class", which the C,I. under cthar cir-
cumstances usad to cover up its veitrayals, in no way ccrrocts the
false position in regard to ths two class bloc in parliament,

The failure of the United Front to materialize due to the atti-
tude of ths Stalinists scannct ve remedied by taking the oppertunist
step of a four party parlwxranfiry blce, arny wore than san the fall-

wure of the United Front in Europe bz ccrrected by the opportunist

step of the liguidition of our sections inte the parties of the Se-
cond Internationzl,

We do not deny that a parliamﬁntary bloc can or may lead to the

united fropnt in extra-parliamentary detivify. This is not the orux

of the problem., The decisive guestion is: what ¥ind of a united
frent will it be and whe nas the lead, - the prcletariat cr the pet-
ty—bourgeodsie, the revcluiticnary Marxists or the reformists? That

'is the test of the transformation of the Parliamentarian Bloc into

street actions, .not the rfact that it —as dragged cut into the street.

- And do not forget, that you yaxreelves adnit that gou were, weak and

could do nothing else than agree (with reluctance?) to a parliamen-
tary bloc. The bloc was drugzed Lnuo the streets when the petty-
bourgeois wexe ready td6 take it thoere, and not as a fulfillment of
¥our peolicy, a8 can be seen by the dft70168 in your oTmn press of
the period.

Further, wihen Comrade Eiffel gucted vecur organ stating that you
intended to develop this vloc toward rfusion for a new party you re-~

plied stating: "The article in TEZGUIERDA 4o whick you refer is erro-
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neous, because 1t is not very ¢clear; we have repeatedly explained,
in the newsypaper, our pesition in this recpect, The artlcle refer-
red tc was for the berefit of extensive sections of the Socialist
Party (the Rsvolutionary Snzialist Ovposition broke up, & good num-
ber of them joining our ranis)".

This explanation does not setile +he matter, especially as 1%
appears, you have never publicly resudlated said article which, you
seemed to think, might fool the Socialis. workers in some manner
whereby we could benefit from 1%, However, the fact remains that on
the bagis of the adoption of the naw ogportunist turn of the ICL and
the Parliamentary Bloc policy in your country, as the road to the
rzeses, you wers able to print a gtatement in your official organ to
the effsct that this bloo might leac %Cc 3 fusion, out of which would
be born the new party. On ihe pasis of the new turn of the ICL and
your application of it to Chile, you could agree to a bloc, EXCLUSTV -
ELY pariiumentary, that could 16ad to a fusion party and that might
®*1ead the insurrection”.

It may be well to mention the fact that the T.S. oriticized the
application of the new wuil in (hile, denying any connection between
it and the gensral new interraticral orientation of the I,C.L.

The December 13, 1934 issue of Izguioerda stated that this false
road, the road %o the new party through a fusion zrowing out of the
bloe - not in a confused manner as you Say ir rour letter; but in
the olearest possible language. We quote: "$aa 3w partyomust be
vorn out of an experience, a class expericnce emerging from the ac-
tion and atruggle against exploitation. ‘If we are apble through the
(parliamentary) bloc %o reach a joint struggle by demoorats, socia-
liste, radical socialists, and communists against the bosses, against
the exploisers, then we will have 1334 the foundation of the new par-
ty." So —- this would be the Pourdatisn of the new party, What
could be clearer?

TIn the same article, you further state, "The proletariat cannot
learn this lesson excepting throvgh its class interpreter, that is -
to say, its vanguard, and the vanguard can be none other than that
which emerges from the joint efforis of the workers of all parties,
tendencies and peliefs in the camp of those whoustruggle against ex-
ploitaticn, that is to say, in the surp of the revolution which is a
conscious fact to the majority of sis surioited." So -- the vanguard
can be none cther than thit which srorces from the joint effort of
41l parties .nd tendencies. Tais thivry of the vanguard fits into
the Parliamentarian Bloc out it 1is not a Marxian concept. It 1is not
gtrange that those who lLhave acoepted the "Frenoch turn" speak vaguely
about the Vangusrd, not only in the SFIO0, net onl% in Chile, but al-
so in all countries where they arply this turn. This confusion on
the question of the vanguard flows frem tne new turn of the ICL.

Unfortunately we have been unable to follow clogely the devel-
orments in Chile during tha coursc of the present year 1935, We do
not rsceive vour rress as certain comrades in our own party who do
not agree with out oriticism havs been suscessful in keeping this
material from us since the arbitrary digsoluticn of the Latin-Ameri-

k4
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can Department of the W,P.U.S, The sum total of our sources of in-
formation on more recent developments has been secured from three of
the May, 1935 issues of Izquierda which we were fortunate enough to
receive from another soa~ce, and certain reports in the bourgeois
press dealing with the pudlic acitivities of the Left Bloc since its
withdrawal from Parliament, On the basis of the scant information
however, we mrecmore than ever convincsd, in spite of certain very
important practical achievements (Trads union unity movement, regu~-
lar publication of "Izguierda") for which we give you full credit,
thit your orgunization, in its attempt to reach the masses through
the Left Bloc, is penetrating ever deeper intc the morass of oppor-
tunism, We shall therefore deal but briefly with certain of the
more obvious points, hoping that you will bear in mind the faulty
afd incomrlete sources of information at our command,

In your letter ycu say that the Left Parliamentary Bloc is the
vasis for .a genuine united front movement which will include the
Staliniasts and the Trade Unions. In this regard we find entirely
incerrget your attitiude in the reply of the Bloc to. the C.P. propo-
sals for a united front on May Day, An article in "Izquierda", May
15th, expresses the ‘complets agreement of the Communist Left with
the reply of the general sscretary of the Bloe*, We quote from sald
article: : o . : o

. Is this the manner ir which a real united front of all working:
class organizations is built? Certainly not! "It is a repetition of
the United Front from Below practiced by the Stalinists for years to-
the great detriment of the whole labcr movement. For it to appear
now in our own ranks is to say thaeileast a very dangerous symptom.

~ 8ush an attitude towards the United Front can only sow confusion
among the workers of Chile and 211 America. A united front "from a-
bove" -~ beginning in Parliament - with the Social Democratic and pet-
ty bourgeois parties; a united frent with the Communist Party "only
if you join our organizaticn"., And we are forced to inquire: How =
will the reveolutionary movement judge an organization of the Fourth
International that calls cn the Commurist Party to jein it bag and
baggage? . = o ' : o

In the nunicival elections of last spring the Left Bloc presen-
ted itself as .a Bloc with its own slate., And now, according to re-
cent press reports we learn that tharcugh the efforts ¢f the Left
~ Bloe, the support cf the Radicul Party was secured fcr the Bloc's

;anatorial:candi@ate for Santiugo, the Demccratic editor, Sr, Luis
Mery. - o _ ) " ’

&

We 8%till hold te our original cpinion., that it is your duty to
dissolve the Left Blec and seek tc replace it by a genuine united
front of all laber crganizations with a concrete pregram of action,
maintaining the pelitical independence of the preletariat and its
political party - the Communist Laft.

" gt el snts M RO S ot Yo

* This reply is givén at the end of the bulletin.
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with Cemmunist greetings,

For the Left ™ing of the
Terkers Party of the U.B.,

Hugo Cehler
Rosalio Negrete

TEXT OF REDLY OF LEFT

e
- giin W St

(Referred tc in cur TeT1y e

TOCK T0 C.P. e
“i1zan Section) :

Santiage, May 7, 1935. t
Comrade General Secretray of the c.P.

1 aickrnowledge receipt of your cormunicatiorn of April 30 and in
the name of the Lefd Parliamentary Block I have the vleasure of com-
municating to you the following:

The Exscutive Committes of the 3Slock with all goed will and in-
torest dealt with your note, 1in whish you prcposed the joint cele-
braticn of May 1 and desided unanidously to raject it without a sin-
gle disoordant vote and for the following reascons!

1) Ve desire - as o vou according tc your rote - the unity of
the toiling classes; hue MCST obvious indicaiien of this fact id the
organization of the Left Block in which are reprasented the popular
parties which nave a labcr following, and which at the time it was
formed was the cbjsct of the mest furious attacks on the part ol the
Communist Party in 11ts periodicals xnd alsc on the part of Mr., An-
dras Escobar, vour party's congress nau in the chamber of deputies,
whan we wore called hooks cf the bourseoisie and servants cof inter-
nabicral imperialisx:, ‘ 3 :

v 8o long as the Comrunist Party vwhich you lead does not publicly
“rectify the above-expressed coOncepiE it will not bs possible for us
te accept your presence in cur erancigatofy action, because the wor-
‘king classes themselves would not Find a rational explanaticn with-
out the proper explanation on your ears, :

3) For the purposes of jeining the Laft Parliamentary Block by
fraoticns of parties that are ailready members of our organization,
the decision was made that they would first reach an undersianding
or fusion in advance, 1t deing srarafcre indispensable that the Com-
monist Party arrive at an prdsreetanding with the Cemmunist Left.

' We hope that your desirss for tniiy expressed - according to
your note - loyally, are sLown cpenily oy respect towards the elements
that make up tne Block and in this wal 7Ou w1ll have*reacted againast
your whole erronecus past and that v afe udwW prepared tc collabo-
rate with us as ccmrades in the promacstizon ef the preoletarian eran-
gipation which will put an erd ke Sats dastardly capitalist regime.

: Believing tkhat I have corplied 1th the decision of the execu~
five committee of the Blook in replying to your above~mentioned
note,; I greet you gffectionutely,

Haxime Venugas,
Gereral Secretary of the Blook. !

o i e i o v N i S
3

* the following words wers unaveidably cmmitted: dewmonetrated sincer- e
ely and in deedsthat you have reictad against, etc.

L4
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