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ON THE N&uiKhL UXSTTON

Lgaingst Bureasueratic debressiond
A

In Defense OL The Tubernziional Hews

Democratic Centralisn

The attack of the opportunists and bureaucrats in the Party,
ani their allies, on the Marxzists, now centers om the publication
by the Left Wing of the International News. Their thesis ig that
‘its publication is & gross and systematic violation of discipline

and g provocation and gplitiing act. The second sharge ?107“ logi~ ’
cally from the first, Discipline here is reduced to the qussiion of '

the decisions of the PUC fOI%lelﬂF its publication. No reaoons ar
miven for the prohibition other than the publication of the ﬁartﬂfﬂ
Internal Bulletin, to whieh it is said wre have access. e will ex-
gmine this "resson' shortly. :

There is involved, in this enestion, the entirc problem of
rovolutionary discipline, democratic ce nir&llsn and it8 relation to
»olitical. 1lines and tﬂ?&@ﬂcluo. Unliks ﬁ;m burcaucrats, who have
ﬁlotteu and are again nlofttiug our sxpuls: oz,=Wﬂ opproach the qued-
tion of discipline fron Lonin's pronises, 13010L¢nu vithout Party
democrncy is a buremicraiic caricaturs of disc L?lLﬂuq On the othér
hand, 0~ course, Pervy denocr icy in Lemin's senss 185 neaningless,
potty bourgeois ané in reslity mesningless without EuTlCt discin-
line. The two are obverﬁo 3ldes ox thie smaé medal. The function of
Purty democracy is to dovelop ths creativs, wmvoxlilonarg abili-
tics of tho workers through their clarificabtion and activity; tho
funetion of éiscipline is to onsuye golid“wluv 1n ection and con-
trallzoa control.

: Domocratic cerbralism in both of its-major aspaects csn be
s3tablishoed sud mointeined only by o Morzist- lesdership whieh ham-
rrs out e Horxist line. TheSe two clements are alSo obVersc sidos
0f onc modal. One is ipmpossible without the othor., Morzists need
n,mocr@ﬁic conbralisn in ordor to prevail over potty bourgcois and
opnorivunist influences in the Party both in its idecological lifo

in action. A fres idoological 1ifo end genuine rovolutionary
seipline always fovor the Merzists sgainst the 0h90f+bnlsuu.

Tuon the lotter control tho dy?d” tus they aro. forced in dofomse of
LG
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.} ir line to imtorferc with the fros play of the doemocrabtic con-

trolist process by resorting to burcesmeretic practicos. Thesc have .

two soin asnects: throttling of democracy; ostablisiment of harsh '

discipling for 1loft cloments, lenioncy for right oclemsnts. Thus at

all tinmes éigeinline 1os o noliticol contont. !
I

Democratic Contralicm snd The Publication Of Papers

: Damocratic centralisn is & vitel principlc of iLceninism.
But’ thlﬁ himsely hover moice g fetish of dlscipline. Under the re-
gims ho osstablishcd ho subordinatod it to mues taows of political X
“line and wos oxtroordinorily floxible i 148 usc. The historic at-
“heock on’ Ziuneviev and Komenov was motivated on political grounds.
In 1918, o digpute raged in the fnrtu ovcer tho question of the - '
dr“%J—MLtov £k pezce. Trot Ey reports that HQkaarln acdek and '
othar hltrw~lefts who weoere for rovolutionazy war aga1¢ut Gormany,
arcingt Lonin's position, threatensd for o yoor to split the Party.
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Lenin won, and on March 3rd the pounco g signode The Sevonth Tarty
Congress ' was schoduled to convene ox Murch 6ih. On March &th,
sukharin, Radck and Uritsky publishod &« paper in Potrograd, WHE
COMMUNIST, which appeared doily until the 19th, In April, Bukharin,
Ossinsky, . Radek and Smirnov bublished & weskly which appesred until
June, in Moscow. They attacksd the line cof Ienin, the Central Com-
mittes, the Party. The Parbty Congrecss met from March 6th to the
Bthe It took no disciplinary action against thess comraies, Heithaer
diq the Central Coumittee later. The Jongress elected Bukharin to
the Contral Committees Uritsky and ILomov were slected n8 alternates.
Leuin fought the line of these comrades politically. Waen life it~
Self demonstrgted the absolute correciness of Lonin's course,
Bukharin and the other liquidated their struggle.

: Faturally, we do not supnort the fight thege comrades mede,
Jo think they were incorrect, But wo are not discusslng the merits
oi the dispute. We are concorned hers with the facis that an im~
portant political is eue was in disputs, that it involved organiza-
$ional consequences which threstened the unity of the Party, that
“wenin and the Perly put the political guesvion sbove organization-
%1 %uestions and Thrmal discipline and preserved the unity of tho
FOTTYe , ’ .

v On the other hond, unity of the Party was subordinated by
Zenin to political questions, In 1917, he threatened to split the
Party if the socisl miriotic line of Stelin prevailed.

hnother case of the corrsct relation of discipline to po-
litical ,1ine was tho daecision of the Nutional Committoe of tho
Communist Leagus of Amerioca just before the fusion with the AWP to
form the WP: ".es.we consider that whilc tho presa and the rogular.
chenncls of the new Party would boe 'available to all momboers for
the expression of their standpoint, it would not be delrimental to
the Party if any group of manbers desired to publish & periodical,
which, while supporting the Party wholsheartedly, exprossed in its
solurms & specific point of view not- in conflict with the Party
“rogTem. WO Stand in principle in favor of the Party ovmership and
control over all political periodicals published by any of its
sombers. A truly revolutionary Party with & thorodugh-going Merxian
»rogram can take no other position. In this eceso, howover, when
ko gomplete program of prosent-day Morxism - the psrmanent rovo-
iution in all its aspects and implications -~ hasg not yet becn ac-
copted by the Party although the lsttor's program is not in con-
flict with it, we fool thot it is pormissibvle for mambors to take
the rosponsibilidty for a periodicnl whose central object is tho
propagenda of the fundamentals of this thoory." (Third Convontion
Thegis adopted unacnimously by the National Committee). By periodi~
cal in this thosis is moant & publicly sold paper or magazZine. Vo
cre now ongagod in renlizing the idea cnuncisted In this thoesis.

Anothar interesting exampls of the rol ation of discipline
and politicel linc was the disputo in the Greek soction of the
I1CL, The majority wero opposed to the "Fronch tum", & minority for
it. The minority published ¢ newspepor dofonding the "turn" which
they sold to the working class. ) _

In contrast wo this statc of affzirs,consider the course
cf those who supyort the nav oricatation of the ICL againgt those
who opposo ite In the Fronch & ection of tho ICL, the liquidotors
seizod VERITE illegally. In tho Gormon soction they seized UNSER
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¥ORT. In the Belgian section, they illegally suppressed the mat-
eriat of those oppose& to the turn. Those who want to suppress
the INTERNATIONAL XEWS are supporters of the orientation, and a-
mong them are defenders of the buresucratic, anti-leninist course
of the ICL.
The questicn of the INTURNAIIONAL NDWS ies a question of
politicsl lines and buresucratic repressions. [he Left wing is
not attacking the Farty platform, the Declaration of Principles,
“hy should 1t? e successfully Ifought for this Declarati of
Frincivles in the CLA sgainat the opportunism of Swabeck,”
Ghachtman und Cannon. The left .ing wants to concretize that
vlatform in a Farxist sensc thraugh rolicy and actione It has tr
tried to do it with ull the means at, its dlqgosaW and the. che
nels offered by the Party. The bureaucratic regirme which chosed
all doors to it and the incrcasingly opportunist line cf the Far-
ty in practice or in frzilure to act made it necessary to publish
the INTERNATIONAL Nav&, The INTIRIATIONAL NEWS is un extension of
the struggle for larxism in the rarty.

" Against the left “iung, the opportunists and their allies
raise the question of discipline. wnat is the political content
of their discipline? It is indicate¢ already in the fuct thet
they attack the voicz of Tarxism in the Party seeking to suppress
it. That «lone should be conclusive. But there are other lacts
whic¢h shed light on their conception of discipline anc¢ its poli-
tical content. Prom the {irst cdays of the Party, Calverton, a
Party mermber, used his publication, the MODERN MONTILY, to attack
the Yarty and its platform from the right.. No_action was taken
against hlg Bvdenz, ¢ member of the Folitical Committee, used
Calverton's mamzazine to attack the Party's platfora from d refor-
mist standpoint. No sction was taken againgt him. Insteac, the
Parts wos systematicolly deceived as to his Gtalinist line until
it covld no longer be concealec, Golon, a Furty :enmcer, ran a
publishing business and turned cut pamphlets by larty enemies,
wvhich directly attacked the Yarty. iec action hus_been taken
against him, Ludwig lore, a congenital reformist, a Farty mewber,
has continuously.written opportunist and social-patrictic stuff
in the capitalist, liberal and semi-racicel press, una has used
the Yarty platform to preacn class peace, Charges have vecn nade
against him - three times. No acticn hus been tekon sruinst him.

It is 'clesar from tacse feotg that those o Vvoutbt to srp=-
press the I 7[R PIOAL "L Lowre uvlag &;u~iilinu &8 wosover to
attack Thrflsw L0 frotect Stulinisy cod othesr relfc.=iit tenczue-

cies.

C 11
tThe Tecll C.ll of itulinism

Let ug comsicer the quseticu of ¢ireipliae ¢ little tur-
ther Disci;liuu hes boen irvok¢d Lo nound comradss Lison g
1111umson, Left s ilugers, cvt of tne ‘c*by. viscipline vwv in-

vakza tao ralilrou, Satk, wiginher iert 1&@ ry, out ol tue Jzrty.
Zut Culverton, Zuucnz i dricer, Hight .ingers, were «llovec to
live pemceiully in the Larty as loug vo they chose., nd L. lore
is »t111 in the f.rty ot is srotecicd by the lewcershi;- Zuck,
“illiamson wne “wutson, left iugsrs, buove been criven cui, On
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! the other hand, the demanrd of the Left Wing for the establishment
of a probation period was voted down opening the doors wide to
right wing and careerist element s, ' :

Digeipline has ssrved the opportunists as a cover to

avoid the solution of politiecal problems on & political basis and
to attempt their solution on an organizetional basis. Thus, at
the Pittsburgh Plenum in darch, thay refussd to resolve the is- °
Sues already in dispute in the Party (trade union, labor defense,
Russian question, Socialist Party) y 8nd cengured the Left for its
political line}! At the same time, Shachtman appealed in the
Active Workers Conforence only to the Right Wing clements to sup-
port the loadership. And Cunnon inecitod comrades with nabionslist
prejudicas to attack the Loft, which was vainly trying to raise
the question of the Italian-Ethiopian conflict and the Negro
question in the United States to which it is vitelly relatedd
These questions werc referred to the June Plenum, which did not
consider them and wero voted off the agemin of tho October
Plenum. Other important issuds confronting the Party and the
¢lass have boen disposed of in the sSame way. e

. A%t the seme time, the attack on us has been waged unre-
mittingly. In the early days- of the Purty our Party work was"
Sabotagod by the National Office and the Pelitical Commi ttee, -
culminating later in the quict ¢limingtion of the trade union,
dducational and langunge work departménts, and the fomal aboli-
tion of the Iatin Amecrican dopartment, in which the Left Wing
predominated. That there wes no other roazon for these troeache~
rous blows struck at the Party can bé scen from the fact that on
the Colonial Cemmission of 8ix, established by the Pelitical
Committee on September 30th, there isnot one Left Wingerl

The policy of excluding the Left Wing fram Party work

and Party posts culminated first in the Cennon-Shachtman plot to
expel 1t at the New Yoik Plsnum, which was proved by Muste and
siwchtmen's clumsiness, and secondly in the frame-up of the en-
tire Left Wing at the New York dis trict convention, for whiech
purpose sool-pigeons were used. Tho failure of thegc sonsational
sfunts did not induce these comrades to change their coursc. The
new District Cemmitteo assigned posts only to the supporters of
Cennon~Shachtmen. The inst ructors for the fall of the Inter-
national Worlmrs School & not include any Left ¥ingers. This
policy has beon extonded by the Cannonitos into the Spartacus

» Youth Loague by their oxclusion of a Left Wing comrede from the

Heswr York District Cemmittee. The speakers at the Banquet to

gsreet the Third Plenum did not. includo & Left Winger, and it was

used as a tribunal to znnounce the forthcoming expulsion of the

Left Wing. The stage ha s been sot for o third expulsion~-split

drive ot the Third Plenum through the arrangement of the agenda

which excludes burning political issues amnd is designed to make
the Plenum and prossibly the pre-convenbtion discussion revolve
around tho internsl gquestion. :

, Digeipline has beon invoked against us but no action was

taken eagainst Cannon, whoso disloyalty to the Party was estab-

lishod at tho Juns Plenum. '

" Tho campaign for discipline against us has been conducted
in the name of fighting tho splitters. But nc sction wes taken
against the followers of Cannon-Shach®tmen in Philadelphis, who
Gplit tho South Philadelphis branch, constituted an illegal CGity

L
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Committee and excluded tho entire Loft rilnd in Philodelphia. NoO
ocetion wag teken against Cammoun-Shachiman for their incitement -
of comrades in l’h:\.l‘ldalphw agalnﬂt 1§, which culminated in the
burglary of the homos of two Left Jing comrades and the murde~ - ]
rous asssult on one of then by two Cannonitos in o dasperate at-
taapt to preovent the publicaetion of the INTERNATIONAL NEWS. The
Uotlon to hold them responsible was voted down. The gangsters
were protocted by suohenrllng one for a yenr and the other for
threc months. And the lexdorship of this caucus openly frater~ .
nized with one of those gangsters afier his suspcnsion.

In the nane of di sclp11 1ne, neéws of ths 1ntemc"mticmal
nevemont has been reduced to o nlnlrmﬁ until the Party is R
starved for it. Vital infommotion bas beon suppressed, Tho at- -~ - )
tompt to fulfill ono of tihe elemontary dubics of o revoelution- - S
ist, to got ant give news of the intorna tional movement, is .
br"mued as & viclation of discipline aznd must be done un.der t he .
label of Party illegolity. S :

411 normal chennels of rosching the Pari ty have been cut
off by the burdaucrats vwho control the apporatus. The press has
boen cl'a'sed to us. In contradicticn of the Declarotion of Prin-
¢iples, Cannon-Shachtmen have bootlegped their intemational
line into the Party throuch the NET MILITANT and NEW INTER-

WAPIONAL. At the samo time, they hove mwlx.ded mtericl opposed

to thet line which defends the Declorstion. of Erlncwlos and
zatorial on othor sub;}ecta bocause it camo from Loft Ylinperse
New recruits to tho Perty are won on the basis of the line pre-
sentod in the NEY MILITANT, making n mockoery of all protemse of
a demoeratic Aiscussion until this condition is corrocted.
The Junc Plenum failed to roesclve the political and in-
tomal questions, voted for 2 democrdtically odltod pross and a
derioeratic Party rogime. But it rofused te vote for ,orgbmlzaff:.on—
a1l guarantees, ufter the Plonum, articles submitted by Left
.lezcrs vore rojected by the cditors of the prose anl by the Ro-
litical Committoo,
mhe attenpt of the Léft Jing to campaign for en cmergen-
cy SAVE THE PARTY CONVENION, throe montas after ths Plenum in
le:gal Party channels, \mn’sabomgod by tha National O0ffice whioch,
contrary, to a PC docision, did not print our appoal in the first
Intermnal Bulletin and hat not nu'b:l_la ed it yet. it the same tine
the Left Wing was censurod for dist rJ.but:Lng this appeal to its
oWR nembers'
‘The roepeoated dmund of the Left ding for a roll enll \
voto of the National Committeo agoinst various decisicns of the.
PC hos boecn voted down by the PC which wag givan this "Z‘l!"‘ht"
by the Pittsburgh Plenum. ' Z
alreandy the pro~convon‘b:.on discussl on has b\,en "orga-—
nizcd" to the foctional advantoge of thoe opportunists. The Pol
Conr hag voted for tours after tho Plonun for Shachtmen and Muste
and has veted down o proposal that Oohler moke a tourd .
Cna of the "bl;?’" arguments against the publication of”
he INTARNATIONAL NEWS is the Rarty's Internal Bulletin. Those,
who argue -on this basis, show o lack of understonding of the
sorious political issues involved. They reduce the entire gues- _
tion to & technical consideration. The Internal Bulletin is & ;
poor subsititute for the inaliencble 2arty rights to speak thru
the Farby pross and work in Party posts, The Internal Bulletin
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in itself proves nothing. 30 long o8 tho bureoucrstic usurpation of

tho press continucs and ihe buremmcrots ride unchecked over tho
rights’of Party mocbers, ond pursue an increasingly cpportunist
course, the publication of an Intowrnal Bullotin 7iil comstitutc on-
1y & safety valve for tho buropucrais nnd n trep for wesk pnople
who put burecucratic discipline obove Marxis.

But lot us tako the argument on the Dasis of those who mako
1t. What do we find? In alnost four months threc tuiletine have beon
iuswde 4 vory large anount of material cubmittod by tho Laft Wing
ig walting for pubiieation whilo Connon-ishochimgn got out their
untoeriol woekly in the NIW MILITANT. At present, they have tnq fol-
lowing Left Wing naterinl: 2 ghort pi oces, 1 feirly long, 3 vory

‘ long (abeut 60,000 wordsj, tho protost of the Left Wing against thu
Unnnon steanroller New York dictrict convention. :
They have refuscd to vcte for tho.publication of the mato-
. rial contéined in tho Intomal Bulletin of thoe Fronch Bolshovik-
Leninigts, which exposes their failure and bankrupt cy. They ro~ -
fusod to vote for tho publicntion ¢f Troteky's fuswet 13th letter
“0 the WP appealing to us to "becous ‘re-~integrated into ovr inter-
national organization" and the postscript of a recent letter From
Qrotsky in which he says his criticism of us was too 88vere,

They have fectionally sbused ‘their editorship of the Bul-
letin by suppressing Zack's aprcal for reinstatenant, which ho -
#made to the Juno Plenwa - a Plenum documont: & rosolution on labor
dafenso policy sumnitted to the Junc Plonum by & number of com-
rades, mo8tly Left Wingsrs - anothox Plonum documostt; our appoal
for an morgoney convontion; Ochlor's roply to Crux's June 10th
letter; thoe Cruvx (ieb,. 181:}15-08’(1 lor-adolphe~0Qchler polemic on
organic unity, Thoy publishod Mendelsohn's statemont against tho
Loit Jing in Bullotin 3 despite the fact that our matericl was
viting. This, and tho refusal to vote for publication of tho In-
tornal Bullotin of the Bolshovik-Leninists, roveals how factional
il dishenoest thoir attitude is and why they want us to di scon-

dinue INTERNATIONAL NEWS and place our Marxist lino at their LICYCY .

IV
What IS Tnc Selution?

In the name of discipline the Loft Wing has bean reduced to
the status of fourth class citizens. Thot has boen acconplished in
%hc name of discipline which 18 a cloak bohind which marches op~

y  portunism. Jhat is tho solution?

. les.Put the burning disputcs on the agonds.
4 2...Ad00pt a Uarxist position on them.
3sesDenocratizoe the Porty by:
Bes0pom & froe pre-conventicn discussion in the Party press
b..Opon tho Party press to ths Left Wing
es.0rganize staffs on the NEW MILITANT and NEYW INTERNATIONAT
with Left Wing troepresontation. ’
desRo~organize the New York district comittes, giving all
' fendencios ropresmtotion commensurato with thair
‘8trongth and assign posts to all tondoncios,
Qe,Ra-0rganize the IVS giving thoe Left Wing classes,
fo.0rgonize a national tour of tho Party branches for the
Loft Ving,
SeesCreato an editorinl staff for the Intornal Bulletin in-
cluding tho Left Wing.
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h..Publication of tiie Bulletin twics & weel
ieeiccognition of tho right of Prrty membors to publish &
periodical which supports the Party's platiorm but dis-
cusscu the caplote program cof prosont day Merxism ~
the Pormanont Revolubicr in 21l its aspocts and implicn-
) ti onis «
jesOpon = campaign vroainst Stalinist and relormist influ~
enccs in the Party. ,
k.o Purgo the Party of socinl pa triotic oloments.
le«Expel Goodmnn and Brooke ond issuc o statomant in the
‘press ogainst gangcterisn.
n..Tio soveral month old split in Philadelphin - initiotod
and carried out by the Camncnites must Lo recolved on
tho buois of the proposal by the Scuth Philadelphia
branch and unity rostoroed. ’ :
Ne.R0-c3boblish the Party apparatus (trade union, colonial,
S longunge, Q&ucational{. ‘ '
0esCraeatae » Hoticonal Negro dspartment.
pe Roinet .0 o 7m0 oxpelled Left Wingers.
QeoTO cougtitvite the PC a8 & tricl comittce and bring
CLudwig Lors Up On chRrgos. :
r..fo publich in the next issue of tlie NEV MILITANT the
ninority WAR thesis on %he Itelo~Ethiopinn conflict.

THE LEFL WING.

¢
4
N
~
.




AT OF THE PARTY:

. i MCTTION. ON THE BASIC i
y “The_ foundation convention §f the Workers Iorty adopted

tha territorifl braneh as the basic funity of the Party, cnd a
i?w nonths later the Dolitical Corm#ttoe adopted o motion on
%“%$F159 Bfun@has, which was a step Rackward end opened the
4031 for the organizotion ond spread jng of Language Branches
ané. L;nguage Federations, not in ngwd but in focet,

) The Third Plenun of thae Porty proposes to the nenber-
3aip for glscussiOﬂ 21d for the CouveRtion for aloption the
nendnont of tho Constitution: %

&4 - Bhop Unit Trasis,. %%
To establish the Shop Nuclei fomi of crgonization as
tho basic unit of the Party. Tc usc the territorial branch as
the trangsitionnl form =nd to strive toward the transformuticn
of the Party to the Shon Unit bosis. Lo Rarty cen seriously bo
coniidered a revolutionary Marxian Party rith mess influcucc

-unlewss it has stroug nueici i1a chops, mines, nills and factorics..

B -~ Against Langusge Branches.

C - TFor o Probationary Period,

II07TONS OR PLENUM -~ 1935.

LATGUAGE BRNCIES ~ Thres or morc conrades speasking the sane

1anmuage shnil constitute o 1o rguage froectioh to carry ou
% (& £5 J

acoivity wnong the foreign-born wirkers. o laguage bronches
ghall be cetablished, Transitional brenches of cemradces ot
spouking the anglish language can ©a crganmized (L) where no
rozular branca of tho Forly oxists; (£2) ond uatil cither o
resular brovah i censtituted or 2 suificicnt nurker” join
tho tramsition branch who speak tha Tnglich languoge, thrre~
by cnebling tho transition bramh vo be intcgravcd into tho
voriy structure. It shell be compulsory for such transition-
al brancies to conduct o clasg in Jorkors'! English.

bt S

5

TROBATIONARY TERIQD ~ A probationory poriod of three months
Tor 21l now meubors shell ¢ ostablished (starting April 1si)
Such merbers mus be asetive, function as regular menbers, ~ud
pay dues, wvith voico but no vote. At the ond of threo months,
the finzl vote on thoe cpplicont is toalon by the Brancih. Tho
branch con nako oxcopbtions above bubt not below this three
nontn poriofe

(These motions were not considored by the plenun,)

e Ny




CENTRIST VICTORY AT THE THIRD PLENUMA
' Marxiste "Expelled™ §

In contrast to.our proposals for a satisfactory
solution of the internal situation was the "proposal- of
the Cannon-Wéber-luste bloc. Our proposals, had they’
been adopted, wonld have given us equal rights in the
Party with the other factions. We do not ask for the
special ris~ . the Cannon-ieber forces enjoyed up to
the October riorum by usurping the press, with the con-
sent of the PC, by presenting volumincus meterisl in
support of the new orientation of the ICL, and by ex-
cluding in toto material from the Left Wing opposing
the new orientation, This was the procedure for nine
months when the Perty had NO POSITION on this questione
Iikewise, they did the same thing with their SP :
orientation, the Russian Question and numerous other
queations confronting the Party. ' : o

The resolution of the majority whitewashes their
own conduct for the past niné montas and makes a bit-
ter condemnation cf the Left, accusing us of breaking
discipline which they flouted continuously. The majori-
ty bloc refused to take even one step to restore us to
citizenship in the Party. Zut they took steps to place
the Left Wing in a tightoer straitjacket then before..
And this took place at a Plenum which initiated the

pre=Convention period and Giscussions

- In reality the majority bloc EXPELLED THE LEFT
WING, leaving it in the Party in name, -in order to
chop it t0 pisces individually, She Plenum allows v
Shechtman, for the Cennon faction, and Muste, for the
Muste faction, to make national tours in the pre-
Convention discussion period, but prohibits the Left

‘Wing from sending out & speskor. The. Plenum allows

the mejoritr to print its resolutions. in the NEW.
MILITANT, ' % rrfuses this right to the winority and
confines tho winority to the internal bulleting that
are to gppesr in the pre-Convention discussion po-
riod. To nllow o centrist position the avenues to the
Party end the class during a pre-Convention discus-
sion period, and to bottle up the Left Jing to.a.
couple of internal bullstins, is a condition no
Merxist can accept. :

* In rejecting onr sclution of the internal gsitua~
tion, the unprincipled Gannon~Teber-Miuste bloec has
substituted a procedure that insures a victory of the
centrists and opportunisis over the Marxists by

bureaucratic methods. Their clever method of expelling
the Left Wing at ths Pleuws theat begins the pre- :
Convention discussion, ennbles them to eliminate in.
advance any serious opposititn to their line at the
Convention. The Left Wing comredes can save themselves.
from expulsion only by putting tapec. .over their mouths,
by tying their hands and by accopting the centrist
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rosclutions adopted on War, The Road To the Fourth
Inbernational, the SP and Unemployed questions. It is
demand ed of us that we must accept the Plenum resolu-~
tions at the ssme time that ‘the Plenum is supposed to
open up the pre-Convention discussion and allow the
minority to present ite position.

If we wore to submit to the bureaucratic Plenum .
deeisions, it would mean political and organizational
capitulation iz the pre~-Convention discussion period.
With the refusal te grant any of our just demands, and
with the instruction to the PC to act against us, only :
ons course was left opsn o us. We stated at the Plenum !
that we refuse to submit to these dbureaucratic mea-
sures, that if we do not have equal wights during the i
rre-Conveution déiscussion period, we will continue to
roach the Parity and the class through the publication
of our INTERNATICNAL NEWS, that we will sppeal to the
mombership over the héads of the lsadership ageinst its
contrist Woar position, on its 8P crientation, on its
‘rovisionist position of Marxism, on the gquestion of the
Road Te the Fourth International, When dureasucrots and
opportunists, who control the Party apparatus, confront
us with the necessity of neking s choice between loyal-
ty to their tureaucratic decigicns and loyalty to
Merxism and the working class, we will always chcose
the latter. :

The Workers Parby, under the present leadership,
i8 doomsd. The Third Plenum took giant strides 1o the
right of the Declaration of Principles. 41l three
Plenums moved the Party 0 the right of the Declara-
tion of Principles. Today, in contrast to the position
adopted at the Pusion Convention, the Party has & °
‘centrist position on the burning issues of the day. Un-
less the membérship repudiates the Third Plenun and its
centrist line; unless ‘the membership repudiates the ex-
pulsion resolution adopted by the Cannon~Weber-Muste
unprineipled blecg tnless the membership acts gt once -’
because the Convention arrangements insures, in advance,
the victory of this unprincipled bloc over Marxism - .
the Party's fate as a Marxian organization will be !
sealede The Plenum decision on the Convention arranse-
ments must be repudiated by the membership at once, t

The basis for demoeratic discussion in the period
vroceding the Convention must be based upon the follow-
ing: )

(1) Rejectvthe Cannon-Muste-Weber resolution on the
internal quegtion and their Convention arrange-
nen t8,

(2) Adopt the proposals cf the Left Wing.

(3} TInsteasd of electing delegates on the basis of
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one to ten menbers, theJ "hculi be olccted on the basis

of one to FTivea

(4)
(5)

(6)

Instead of New York Chicn go must be the Con-
vention clfy.

"Instead of alloving only the majority Plenum re-
golut iong toiappear in the NEJ7 MILIWANT, the

mlnority rosoltions cand d;scvsuion,articles by
the Party memhorghip must ol$o be printed in the
Party pross, ALl resclubicns, except those on the

intornal cuvestion, should be »printed in the NEW

MILITANT . Thosco should bo rrlntod in ths Internal
Bulletin. ‘
Instead of allowing only Shochiman and Muste to
make national btours, the Toft wing must also be
allowed %o make a naiionnl tour.

WE APPEAL TO TFE ﬂﬁFLL?‘WIP 70 REJSCT AND
PROTEST IR DRECISIONS OF {HE DHIRD PLENUM; TO
DEMAND A DAMOCRATICALLY ORGANIZED COKVENT TON
AND PRE-CONVE N”ION DI SCUBSION »



O THE INTZERWAL JUEITION

igeingt Bureaucratic zebressiong
In Defense QX The International Hews

I
Democeratic Cenmbralisn

The attack of the opportunists and bhur reaucrats in the Party,
and their &llleu, on the kaxs 16*‘, now centers on the publication
by the Left Wing of the International News. Their bthesis ig that

its publication is & gross and systematic violation of discipling
and a provocation and sylitting act. The second charga flows logi~
c&lTv from the firet, Discipline here is reduced %o the qusation oE
the d601810 38 of the PC forbidding itbs publication. No reasons ar
oiven for the prohlﬂlLlOH other than the publication of the fart"'
Internal Bulletin, to whieh it is said we have acceSsS. e will ex-
griine this "renson' shortlv..

There is involved&, in this g¢uestion, the entiro proolen of
rovolutionary discipline, democratic ce ﬁirwg¢8“ and 118 relation to
»olitical. lines né.*enaencwc ‘o Unlike the burcamerats, who have
Hlotted and are amaln v10uu1m"'ou’ gxrourl 10ﬂ , We opproach the quog-

09

tion of dis clglln fron Lonin's promises. Dig cinli np without Party
democracy is g buresucrasic coricaturs of &‘b:ipl - on the other
Sagcicl

hand, o; course, Paryy democracy in Lumin's sen WS nganingless,
antby Lowr?001 aé 1n reality mesningless without strict d1901b-
line. The two arc obverse sides of the soas mbﬁul. The function of
Party democrazcy is to dovelop the crﬁ‘tiﬂm, chdlﬂtlonary abili-
tics of the workers through ubnl“ ci'Miii ation and getivity; tho
funciion of discipline is to cnsury iida 21ty in getion and con~
trelizced conirol. o '

: Democratic combralism in both of its-kmajor aspects csn be
stablished end maintained only by o Mur:1au~1uwa0“ﬂh¢n which han-

9]

rors out o Marxist line. Those two oloments are also obversc sidos
of on: medal. One is 1 poebwble without the eothors Morzists need

iomoeratic coembralisn in or%o to prevail ovaer patty bourgoois and
”‘%O”uﬂﬂlab lel7GEGG in the Party both in its LQLOl”hlcﬁl 11f0
snd in oetion, A fres idoological JlIu and genuine rovolutbionary
discipline always Lfoavor the Merxistes .Lmlﬂﬁﬁ the: opportunista,
diion the Ilotber control tho apyparatus they arc. forced iun dofense of
sheir line Yo intorfors with the froo play of the demosrsbic con-
ralict process hy re%orm;ng to buremicrebic practicos. Tha 8¢ have
Lo moin asnects: throttling of aﬁrmoruc“; ubf3b11 sIment of harsh
discipline for loft oloments, leniuncy for right olements. Thus at
211 uwlmu digeinling has o political oantent.

r:f“ e

Democratic Ceontralism E“d The Publication Of Papers

Damocratic centralisn is o vitel principle of Leninism.
But Lonin hinsels nover moto o fetish of 4iseipline. Undor the ro-
gima he sstablished ho subordinabod it to qaeﬁtious o political
Line ond wos oxtroordinerily floxible in 148 uSc. The historic ate
tack on’Ziueviov and Komencv was mobtivated on political grounds.
In 1918, 2 dispute raged in the Porty over the question of the
B51rost -Litovesk pecce. krotsgv reports that ﬁukhafln, fodek and
othar ultro-lofts who wore for "ﬂvoluilonu?y war ocgalngt Germany,
amoingt Lonin's position, threantoned » 2 yoear to split the Party.,
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