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Workers' Control MUST = workers’ power

by Alan Rooney

There can be 1little doubt that the workers'

control campaign represents a growth point in the British
socialist movement at the present time. Increasing

numbers of rank and file workers are being drawn
into +the campaign, This is healthy: it 4is important that workers' control ideas should be in the fore-
front of any socialist strategy., However it is importamt for socialists to know where the campaign 1s
going, The need for theorstical and programmatic clarificaiion about workers' control is ever present.

INFLUENCE OR POWER?

In their PARTICIPATION OR CONTROL pamphlet, (1),
Ken Coates and Tony Topham say: "Workers' control
axists wherever trade union practices, shop stew-
ards! sanctions and collective powsr constrain
employers." I don't think it is a matter of a
quibble over definitions, but I would say that the
state of affairs the authors describe here is
gimply generalising about the possibility faor
WOREERS' INFLUENCE in capitalist society. Tha use
of the phrase "workers' control" in this context
is misleading because it suggests that the workers
can have hegemonic power over employers in a
capitalist society. The phrase WORKERS' INFLUENCE
geams to be a more neutral and accurate deseription
of that situation. What I upderstand by workers!
control, i.e., workers' self-management, is impos-
gible in a capitalist society - by definitiom.

As I said at the Coventry and Nottingham workers!
control conferences, the Labour Party document on
Industrial Democracy is basically reactionary.
Obviously there are bits in it which can be used
by workers and socialist (motably the  “open the
books" section); but basically the document is a
Wheading off® and not a soclalist tract. It 1s
sssentially about humanising industrial relations
in the existing structure of society. Its basie
and fallacions assumption is in seeing the state
as able and willing to hand over more power to
the workers via the trade unions, Workérs' control
is about POWER, and the key wealmess and misconcep-
%ion in the Labour Farty document is that it wmisun-
darstands the nature of state power and power 1in
socisty. ‘
In contrast to workers! control demands, workars!'
participation "demands" do not fundamentally
challsnge the power-base of society, i.e., the
ruling elass, As Qoates and Topham put it in their
pamphlet: ™'he case for the positive advance of
workers' control programmes now, is that the best
form of defence is attack: that unless new posit=
ions of workers' control area won, over and against
property rights, the defence will, at best, produce
the old stale-mate of pure collective bargaining.®
Yes, the essential test is the strength of the
attack on property rights.

ORGANISATION

Any campaign for workers' control must emphasise
CLASS issues. It is useful that there is current-
1y an output of literature:.an various aspects of
workers' controly but workers' control conferences
must not becoms a substitute. for class struggle.
It is vital that rigorous arguments on a workers'
conkrol programme are urgently worked on with the
aim of producing a workers' theory always in our
sights, The workers' control campaign must be
devaloped as of a socialist movement. Such
a movement mst contimally recrult rank and file
workers.

We camnot expect workers to simply pick up "a bit

of something on workers' control® and go away and
achieve something. Workers' control is more than
an idea, There are signs that bits of the ideas
are getting through to some militant workers - but
not in an organised way. And, of course, "resclu-
tions to annmual conference® whether Labour Party
T.U0.0. or trads union are of limited use here.
Resolutions ¢n "nationalisation and workers!
sontrol® are hardly worth more than the traditional
straight "nationalisation® +type. There is more
hope in seeing engineering shop stewards campaign-
ing on workers' control issues., But it is not
realistic to expect shop stewards to become THE
key political wangusrd on workera' comtrocl. EKen
Tarbuck and Chris Arthur srgue, in their excellent
pamphlst: ™Jorkera' OCont—ol - what next?®, (2)
for the OROANISATION of a socialist programme with
workers! control as a central part, and that "the
construction of " (a political)Yparty is a neces-
sary condition of success." It mst be a party
bpasing itself on class siruggle". They are right
to emphasise that this means a revolutionary party,
not a sect or a pressure group.

Footnotes:

(1) 1/6d4; from Tony Topham, 1 Flantation Drive,
Anlaby Fark, Hullj

(2) &d4; from K. Tarbuck, 56, Baswick Lane,Stafford

Ses also Bulletin No. 2 of the 1968 Nottingham
workers! comtrol conference for conflicting analy-
ses of the Labour Party document by Terry Pitt;
and Ken Coates and Tony Topham. We understand
that this is out of print, but readers should
sand enguoiries to Ken Coates, 19 Oreenfield St,,
Dunkirk, Wottingham, as it is intended to reprint,
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A new left-wing newspaper needs some justifications
the observer on any big demonstration could be
forgiven if he thought that every oconceiveble
variety of view and need on the left was slready
catered for, However, the firat thing we must asay
is that International is not really new: it repre-
senta the continuation and development of the ideas
and campaigning objectives of THE WEEE, It ia true
that the style and ocontent will be wery different
but this im a reflection of changes which have
talen place in the British political climate rather
than a change in the ideas of the team which
btrought out THE WEEE.

THE WEEE was brought out in the expectation that
a mass left would arise in the Labour party once
Labour was in poser., It was deesigned to service
and oo-ordinate +the left., Instead it had to
take on a different function: thet of outright
opposition to Wilson's dIincreasingly right wing
policiesy and & ceritigue of those former "lefta™
who refused to fight Wilsom.

THE TNITED FRONT

Secondly, it mneeds to be said that in our opinion
there iz no existing British journal which combines
a firm principled line on day = to - day objectives
with the method of the united front. THE WEEE
alwayse stood firm, no matter how " unpopular " this
might have been, on dissues of prineiple. Started
at the beginning of the year which saw the election
of the first Labour Govermment for over 13 years,
it had, wnmfortumately, to part company with many
former established left - wing lesders who capitul-
ated to Wilson, The fact that many of these people
are now carrying out the dirtiest of Wilson's jobs
Justifies our stand, no matter how painful it was
at the time,.

We heve, however, always stood for the umited
front. THE WEEE always sought to collesborate with
gny tendency on the left with which it had agree -
ment on particuler issues., Thia method is best
expreseed in the creation of nonm - exclusive organs
of struggle on dimportant and principled issues,
The Vietnam Solidarity Cempaign and the Workers!
Control Campaign are casea in point,

We believe that these bodies have helped to estab -
1lish a new mood in the British left, one in which
people with very differing views can work togethern
Such & mood is wvital if we are to reverse the
tendency towards fragmentation and, instead, work
for regroupment, INTERNATIONAL will continue along
these lines both in active polities and politieal
argumentation.

COMBATTING SECTARIANISM

Thirdly, and, in our cpinion, moet important, no
existing journal is desling with certain vital
political guestione in a style that ™ gets across "
to rank and file militanta. BSuch issuea a8 Black
Power, the Cuban Revolution, the concept of the
united front, the method of using transitional
demands, workera' contrel, and many others, are
not dealt with in an objective manner, by and
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large. (There are some worthy exceptions, but
thess journals are directed towards a different
gudience. We will continue +to support  these
journals.) Unfortunately, most of the journals
on the left proceed from factional considerations
and adopt positions om these guestions from a
point of view of organisasticnal sectarianism. To
gve just one example: Jjust as Stalin decreed
that Yogéslavia had become fascist overnight, after
being & model for people's democracy, because of
his differences with Tito, so certain very vocal
gectarian groups have decided that Cuba is capital-
ist, against the overwhelming weight of evidence,
because of their differences with other political
groups, INTERNATIONAL will do its best to clear
up the confusion these groups have caused.

Because it will appear monthly and concentrate upon
fundamental ideas that underpin day-to-day activity
- INTERNATIONAL will carry a different +type of
article from +that appearing in THE WEBE. The
latter's main function was that of an erganiser and
co=ordinator - a task now undertaken by other jour-
nals and organieations. Because of this, THE
WEEK's eontents were dominated by reports of past
and coming activitiea, new campaigns and material
ugeful for dsy-to-day agitation. INTERNATIORAL's
contents will be dominated by articles desling with
the political theory which determines ocur attitude
towards these day-to-day issues. It will, however,
carry some of the old-style material.

INTERNATTIONAL will not, however, be a theoretical
magazine: space considerations and the task we have
set curselves precludes this. Put we will, by our
coverage and advertising of bookssy pamphlets and
theoretical magazines provide the mpilitant with
the means by which he, or she, can probe more deep-
ly into these guestiomns.

POLEMICAT, BUT NOT FACTIONAL

INTERNATIORAL will be far more polemical than THE
WEEE. The latter journsl usually "turned the other
cheek" when accused of "PFabloite revisioni=m",
"ultra-leftism", ™selling out to Wilson" because
we put forward the slogan of "Open the Booka" and
"adventurism."™ This new journal will, as the
contents of the first issue demonstrate, polemicise
fiercaly against +those who distort the method of
marxist analysie in such a crude manner. But this
does not mean that we have succumbed to sectarian-
ism: 4t {8 vitally necessary to fight factionalism
in thg intereats of building the united front.

The terrible crime of the sectarians is to ruin
revolutionaries, especially young ones, by their
crude simplistic and social-fasciet approach. THE
WEEE was ill-eguipped to argue against sectarianism
and ite twin, opportunism®, and on occasion was
forced to bring out special issues just for that
pPUrpOSE.,

But this will be. the by-product of the main funct-
ion of INTERNATIONAL: the creation of a fim
marxiet core in the ILabour movement. The whole
experience of the left gince the election of the
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Labour Government ‘in 1964 underscores the need for
such & marxiat core which is completely integrated
into the Labour movement. Had such a core existed
in 1964 - a grouping which neither ran away from
the struggle &t the decisive moment nor lacked the
courage to make & stand - the evolution of the
left under the Iabour Government would heve been
an entirely different story. INTERNATIONAL will
make every effort to remedy thie lack.

HOW OUR READERS CAN HELP

This, then, is the task we have set ourselves,.

One which is determined by the vital interests of

the British working class, for unless the present

impasse iz broken we could be in for a whole pericd

of political reaction 4in thie comntry, A firm

mage left wing oppoeition to the policies of Wilson

is vitally necessary, for experience has shown that -
this oifposition will become disoriented unlsss it

has a firm marxist core.

We ask our readers to assist us in our aims
obviously the bigger INTERNATIONAL is, and the
more frequently we are able to produce it, the
more effective it will be. There are three keys
to this; firstly, circulation; secondly, COVerage
of important questions (we will be happy to receive
articles along the lines we have indicated); and,
thirdly, as always, financial support.

THE WEEK, throughout its existence, had loyal
support from its readers; we are confident that
INTERNATIONAL will receive similar help.

* If oanyone thinks that this ies an  overstatemant
note how the ultra-left sectarian Socialist
Labour League and the opportunist "left" M.FP.s
reach an IDENTICAL wview of Black Power. They
both characterise it as black racislism or evenm
black fascism, and regard it as egually reprehens-
ible as white racism,

SOLIDARITY
NOW! 2o

In the specilal issue of THE WEEK# in which we
argued against the various erities of the solida-
rity position there was an omission, We, of
course, dealt fully with all thea important forces
in the anti-Vietnam war movement and we +think
that subssguent events have vindicated our argum=
ents (in fact, many of our antagonists claim to
have shifted their position now), However, ona
line of argumsnt was not considered. Movemants
like those around the British MILITANT are mot
important in anti-Vietnam war activitiss, but
they need to be Emswered because they use marxist
terminology and claim to be the "true marxists®,

Basieally these comrades argus thus: all marxista
must, of course, support the victory of the Viet-
namese Hevolution, But what is the best way to
do this? Surely, by struggling against British
capitalism and its representatives, motably, the
Wilson OGovernment, Activitiss like the Vietnam
Solidarity Campaign, because they divert forces
away from the struggle sgainst the wage freess,
ate,, and because they are mot understood by the
workars don't help the Vistpnamess people but can
even be said to do their cause harm, A further
argument that thess comrades bring in is that
THE WEEK was quite wrong to mot make a critique
of the Vietnamsse leadership,

Wa shall lesave aside our estimate of the extant
to which thase comrades do struggle against the
Wilson , Government; sufficient :L:.:h-ntmn
that when we were engaged in a us
against Transport House insids the Nottingham
Labour Party, the MILITANT, alons of laft-wing
newspapers, remained silenmt and that privately
supporters of that paper accused us of adventur-
isa becauss we struggled too vigorewsly against
Wilson before consolidating our base,

A reply to some

WHAT MARX DID

It is & trulsm to say that the best way to help
the Vietnamese people would be to win worker's
power in Britain. This profound argument, which
can be used in all situations and at any time
until we have actually achiaved workers! powar
in Britain, 1= typical of the kind of sophistry
that one expects from the S5.P.G.B. and other such
secta. It ocertainly was not the wview of Marx
that 1t was a diversion to campaign specifically
in solidarity with struggles in other countries,

Throughout Marx's leadership of the Firast
International, that body supported and organ -
ised in support of the working people of other
lands. Nor was this activity confined to support
of strikes or such events ma the Paris Commune
The various national struggles of Europe wara
supported most vigorously. Marx polemicised most
stridently with the MILITANTS of hias day, especi-
ally on their attitude towards Ireland.

It is said that some of the people who support
the MILITANT draw inspiration from the writings
and theoriea of one Leon Trotsky. The latter
had this to say im a &speech at the Second World
Congresa of the Communist International;

"essssothe British Socialist who failas to support
by all possible means the uprisings in Ireland,
Egypt and India againat the London plutocracy -
such a socialist deserves to be branded with
infamy, 1if not with a bullet, but 1in no case
merits either a mandate or the confidence of the
proletariat......" ("The First Pive TYears of the
Comintern, Volume 1", page 125)

We wouldn't go quite 8o far as Trotsky on the
question of +the bullet but we think that these
worda embody a true soocialist approach towards
the struggles of the working people of other
lands,

IS THE V.S.C. NECESSARY?T

Having disposed of the myth that this view
approximates in any way with that of the practice
of marxists, let us take a closer look at the
theory underlying it. First of all, it is based
upon & distortion of the position of the people
who are most active in such movements as the
V.3.C.. It 1is a complete lie +o say that these
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people do not struggle against the wage freeze or
againet other aspects of the Government's polic-
iea. This argument is emuggled in to obescure the
fact that in reality most of the supporters of
the MILTTANT, despite their lip service, do noth-
ing to sopport the people of Vietnam, This is
not the argument at all., The dispute pivots
arcund the question of whether or not ons wages
a particular struggle over and above one's normal
day-to-day activitiea withim the British Labour
movement.

The main argument for waging such a struggle
with its ovm forms of organisation 1is that the
hhu?utgrmtr;d-muhﬂnum,br
and large, to be effective wehicles for such
campaigns, ' Can we really expect the Labour
Party, which camnot even be won for a programme
of action for mild reforms, to be the means by
which we show our solidarity with the Vietnamesa
people? Of course we camot, confining one's
self to fighting within the Labour Farty means
lindting ons's perspectives to the passing of
resolutions which will be either rejected or
igored. It means telling the Vistnamese
people that we can do mothing public to assist
their struggle until we have won deocisive influe-
nce in the Labour Party.

Taking the fight om to the streets through united
front committess means that we can give encourag-
ement to the Vietnamese pecple's struggle and
that we can appeal directly to others to join the
struggle, The effects of this method of working
are quite well-kmown: when the vast majority of
the youth of this country will not go near the
Labour Party, thousands have been won for militant
activity in support of the Vietnameses people,

Nor is this activity contrary to a campaign to
win the Labowr movement for the solidarity posit-
isn, The very fact that the solidarity movement
has established itself as a force on the political
scens axerts a pressure on members of the Labour
Farty and, in particular, inspires the remaining
laft wingers in the party to contimme with their
etruggle,

Furthermore, because the V.5.C. is led by people
who understand clesarly the need to influence the
Labour movement, the thousands of young people
drawn into solidarity action are now being directed
towards that end,

In fact, working in this way is essential if we
are to achieve workers' power in Britain., In the
past there have been mighty movements in Britain
on wages and other reformist demands, These
mvements have quickly dispersed becanss a«f the
weakness of socialist consciousness within them,
If we are to build a mvement which will achieve
workers! power it must overcome this problem,
This will pot be done compromising with the
reactionary ideas of backward workers, To mot
take up such questions as Vietnam "because tha
workerse & mot understand them™ is a form of
opportunism, It alsc hinders the development of
soclalist conmsciousness and has dire practical
consequences: at the decisive moment soclalist
consclousnese is wital to take the movemsnt
forward, The struggle for solidarity with the
people of Vietnam is an important way to build
socialist consclousness, It is part of the way
We can link reformist demands with wider political
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questions,
CRITICISING HO CHI MINH

Te the charge that we have not subjected the
leadership of the Vietnamese Revolution to s thoro=
ugh going critique we plead guilty, Such an asses-
ement is, of course, needed for the education of
cadres, Those arcund THE WEEK write for, read
and distribute other Journale, whose main function
iz the education of cadres, which have made this
kind of critique - so our consciences are clear,

However, it meeds to be said that there iz more
to this argument., In politics priorities can
often mean more than written Programmes, We
proceed from the priority that it is the duty of
all socialists to asesist a living revolution
engaged in g life and death struggle with imperi-
alism, If we have a small Journal we are faced
with maldng a choice of what to publish, This
choice 1is based upon our prioritiss, It's the same
with others: thoss who choose to concentrate on
printing articles on what Ho Chi Minh did to the
Indo-Chinese Trotskyists in the 19L0's have
decided that it is more important that their
readers know sbout this question than it is for
them to help the Vietnamese people, That is
our choice,

The fate of the Vietnamese anti-stalinists is an
important question for an evalustion of the Ho
Chi Minh leadership and must be dealt with in the
appropriate place, But today people are fighting
with guns in their hands against 0.5, imperislism,
We believe that cadres will be best trained by
taking part in the living struggle of solidarity
with these people. Refusal to take part in that
campaign or a luke-warm attitude towards it because
of historical questions 4s sectarian and in many
cases reflects capltulation in face of' anti-
communist propsganda,

The siruggle of the Vietnamese people has inspired
and re-generated the entire soeialist and revolut-
ionary movement all over the world, The fact that
U.5, imperialism has been unable to defeat the
Vietnamese people has profound revolutionary cons-
equences for wus all, Put another way, we can say
that if the Vietnamese Revolution were defested
the prospects for world socialism, and this incle
udes British socialism, will be very much weaker
for a whole period, Thus by helping the Vietnam-
esé people in their struggle we are also fighting
to create better world conditions for the achieve-
ment of British socialism, The slogan "Workers
of the World, Unitel™ is self-interested a8
well as belng morally correct,

We belleve that this is the way one's priorities
should be decided. This is the way we have
decided ours and time will show (and, we think,
has shown) who is the best fighter against British
capitalism. We look forward to seeing our secta-
rian ‘friends doing more than selling their papers
dind passing resolutions,

# VIETNAM AND THE LEFT = an answer to some eritics
= available from: THE WEEK, B Toyrbee St.,, London
B.l,, costing 9d, post paid, 5
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Martin Luther King's
death - end of an era

BLACK S
POWER: THE oONLY wAY

The murder of Martin Luther King brought forth a reply from Black America which has stunned the white
power structure. Towns from Washington to Kansas have experienced the type of uprising which is expect-
ed from only one or two towns at the peak of the "long hot summer”. Never bafore have so many areas
exparisnced this +type of ferment similtaneously. And never before have so many uprisings been undertaksn
in such a conscious marmer. Heporter after reporter was told: "We're not rioting, We're making & revolution]®

The result of a1l this has been to focus attention mors
and those who advocate it. Stokely Carmichael himself
Black Americans to arm themselvesj
it was almost universally suppressed -

firmly than ever on the concept of "Black Power"
reacted swiftly to King's murder by calling on
although his call was given wide publicity in Burcpe, in the U.5.4,
eloquent testimony to the influence which Stokely now wields in

the ghettos. For his
tory attitude to +the Black Power movement,
retained his opposition to vioclence to the end.

The reaction of the British left to the growth of
tha Black Power movement has been generally hostile
= "laft" Labour M.P.s have joined hands with secte
arians to echo the hysterlical press chargss of
fblack racialism" and even "black fascism". More-
over, the growth of Black Power organisations in
this country, notably, the Universal CGColoursd
Paoplse's Association, makes the attitude of British
socialists one of practical importance and not just
of theoretical ® nicety. Most of those on the laft
who oppose Black Fower pose the gquestion as "Socia-
lism VERSUS Black Power®,

This is a profoundly mistaken approach. The black
people of the U,5.A,, or Britain for that matter,
cammot merely be considered as part of the working
eclaga who happen to be black - the situation is a
great deal more complicated than that. The black
people are distinguished from the white working
class in a number of ways. First, black Americans
are doubly exploited. They are exploited because
they are working class and because they are black.
Second, they have a guite distinet culbural back-
ground from white America, Third, they live in
their own distinct commnities, either rural shanty
towns or the city ghettos.

A CLASS AND A FEDFLE

HBecause of +these factors black Americans are at
the same time a OCLASS separate from the white
working class, and a FEOFLE, They are conscious
of their own identity, and they have their owm
distinet needs and interests. Historically there
have besn many occasions when a people also const-
ituted a social class; this is especlally true of
pre-capitalist societies when conquering nations
often turned whole subject races into labourers.

part, Martin Luther King had prior to his murder shown signs of a more concllia-
admitting that it had certain positive features, although he

The existence of a sSmall black bourgecisie does
not contradict +this geperal judgement of the posi-
tion of black Americans; its very smallness only
serves to emphasise the position, Of course, it
iz true that in the lonmg run the interests of
black and white workers are .identical: the over—
throw of capitalism remains the essential pre-
condition for the liberatlon of both. But in the
short term we have to recognise that the interests
of black amd white workers are not necessarily
identiecal.

The consciousness of black people is far ahead of
that of tha white workers, Have the black Ameri-
cans to wait for the white workers bafore taking
action? Some of the most viecious racialist attacks
com2 from white workers. Do we tell the black
population not to defend themselves from thess
attacks on the grounds that poor whites are also
workers? Clearly mot. The black people of America
must pgo ahead and build their own organisations of
struggle.

BLACK AND WHITE UNITY

Although in the short term it is difficult to see
mich concrete co-operation between white and black
coming about, in the long=-term this need not be
so., In the very process of trying to wrest gains
from capitalism the Black Power movement can pro-
vide the white workers with wvital lessons. When
the white working class has built its own organis-
ations of struggle, then the conditions for pos-
gible alliances will exist.

THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING AND ELACK FUWER

Much of the groundwork fer future co-operation is

already being undertaken with the recruitment of
6



black militants to socialist organisations, and
the propaganda undertaken in favour of Black Power
by some of the more advanced socialist groupings.
Furthermore, a definite shift has taken place in
the Black Power movement itself recently. This
shift is towards increased understanding of and
resclute opposition to imperialism in all its
manifestations,

BLACK MUSLIMS

At the beginning of the upsurge of black national-
ism in the early 1960's the Black Muslims were the
only organisation in the field, and despite some
eccantric ideas they recruited thousands. The
development away from the ideas of the muslims was
heralded by the split between Elijah Mohammed and
Malcolm X. From this split untidl his death,
Malcolm's ideas underwent a series of changes.
During the period prior to his death he mads it
quite clear that he regarded racism as a by-product
of the system and not something which was instinot-
ively presant in "white devils®,

The murder of Malcolm was a great blow to the black
population and many who had recognised his great-
ness feared that the movement would ba put back
grievously. Imperialism, however, has Yot to learn
that the murder of men like Malcolm and Che merely
creates many Malcolms and many Che's, The ganerat-
ion of leaders which has followed Malcolm has
advanced the movement tremendously.

In light of a1l this I think that we need not be
at all pessimistic about the future possibilities
for a united front between black and white workers,
But for the immediate future black Americans must
bulld their own organisations to cope with problems
which are theirs and theirs alone.

A TRANSITIONAL DEMAND

A final word on the demands of "Black FPower®, The
most concrete and popular demands to come out of
the movement are for "Black comtrol of Black Comm-
unities". Like the demands of the workers' control
movement such demands are TRANSITIONAL demands
(It is ironic that many of those who spend a great
deal of time talking about transitional demands
run a mile when they actually come across one,)

Elack Control of black commnities, like workers'
control, cannot be granted by capitalism over
any significant area or period of time, If this
demand were in fact granted it would create a
situation of dual power - something completely
intolerabla from the point of view of the system.
But although there i3 no chance of winning this
demand under capitalism, 4t is a demand which is
seen by vast mumbers of black people to ba just
and one which is capable of mobilising them. Such
demands open up the possibility of an offensive
strategy by black Americans which will win some
concessions, but only finally succeed by overthrow-
ing the system. And that, after all, is what
"Black Power™ is all about, by Phil Hall

M

I.L.P. adopts solidarity position

by John Downing

The Anmal Conference of the Independent Labour
Party, which toock place at Morecambe over the
Easter week-end, was a great success, with some
lively and hard-hitting debates. The resalution
on Vietnem, which called on the Party to declare
its ®Support for the heroic struggle of the Viet-
namese people and the N,L.F. against American
aggression” caused some controversy.

Don Bateman, Bristol branch, said that we could
not stand aside whilat the people of Vietnam were
struggling for freedom, He pointed out that the
N.L.P. had the support of the majority of the
Vietnamese pecple, and that after the fighting it
was to the people that they returned, Seven-eightha
of the country was in the hands of the N.L.FP.

Stan Iveson, Nelson branch, said that war could in
no way be justified; that bumanity must learn to
live without war. Eric Preston, Beeston Eranch,
2aid that although the N,L.F. had committed atroc-
ities as bad as the Americans, there was nmo doubt
who was in the wrong. After glving a brief but
detailed history of the siruggle of the Vietnamege
People over a period of many years, he declared
that the Americans had no right to be in Vietnam,
They had set up a puppet regime in order to justify
their presence,

The motion was carried.

A resolution on Rhodesia was passed and reads as
followay; mThis conference, recognising that the
present political situation in Southern Rhedesia
has become much more dangerous with the direct
intervention of South African forces, 'urges the
Independent Labour Party to glve criticel gupport

for the African liberatiocn struggle, and considers
it the duty of a revolutionary Socialist party to
give all possible aid +o this fight for freedom
from the remctionary settler Government,"

h
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Marxists and

The first part of an article dealing with

the Labour Party from a marxist point of view.
by PAT JORDAN

Tt is well-known on the left that THE WEEK was started by a group of people placing great emphasis on
the mnesd for marxists to be active in the Labour Party. When THE WEEK was started in 1%6h this was an
sasily understood point of view: Labour was on the eve of being elected and the mass of organised
workers looked wupon the advemt of a Labour Government as the way forward politically. Now after three=
and-a-half years of Labour Covernment and ths undeniables fact that big sections of the working class
have become hostile or apathetic towards the Labour Covernment is there any reason to change this view?

First, it should be mnoted that the wiew that wmarxists should be active in the Labour Party was based
upon an expectation that +the Labour Govermment would seek to make British capitalism work rather than
try to carry odt & social transformation 'of +the country, We did not, perhaps, expect the Wilson
Government to go so far to the right so QUICKLY as it did but we had no reason to believe that it would
pursue & socialist or even & 1aft-reformist policy. Neither have we ever held out the prospect of
marxists taking hold of ths apparatus of the Labour Party without a deep-going and fundamental schism,

THE ROLE OF WILSONISM

We have always held the view that the right-wing
1eaders of the Labour Party are the represéntati-
ves of +the capitalist class within tha Labour
movement, Thelr most Iimportant social role is
to get the working class to accept the burden of
bolstering up papitalism when it is in trouble.
Concrately, this means that the special function
of the Wilson Covermment is to push through meas-
ures which are necessary for British capitalism
to rationalise itself. It seeks to do this by
using its influence on the trade unions to reduca
working class resistance to these measures. The
antire history of the British Labour Party and
all other right-wing social democratic  parties
bears out this assessment.

Second, ,we must admit that one of our expectations
has definitely not been borne out: namely that the
election of a Labour Govermnment making savage
attacks on the working class would lead quickly
to a mass laft wing emerging within the Labour
Party.

OPPORTUNIST AND SECTARTAN MISTAKES

The principal responsibility for this sad state
of affairs 1lies, we belisve, with two important
sections of the left: those who have refused to
fight (or even criticise, in some cases) the
Wilson lesdership; and those who pulled out of
the struggle inside the Labour Party, TRIBUNE
and tha majority of the Farliamentary laft are
typieal of the first tendency, and the Socialist
Labour League of the second.

TRIBUNE and most of the FParliamentary left put
their faith in those members of the Cabinet who
ware formerly leaders of the remnants of the
Bevanite opposition, In most cases they sought
to subordinate the fight din the Labour Party to
the wagaries of policy struggles going on in the
Cabinet, This precluded them from trying %o get
mazsive rank and file struggle apgainst Wilson's
policies, BEven today, TRIBUNE opposes the slogan
miilson Out® (because the salternative 1o Wilson
is Jenkins, it says) and sometimes even poses the
struggle in terms of gupporting Wilson's team

against that of Jenkins and co, This is taking
the theory of the lessser of two evils to its fipal
and logical absurdity.

Their reward has been to see former leftists
doing the dirtiest work for Wilson: Greemwood in
the Colonial Office, Judith Hart in social secur-
ity and now, most revealing of all, Barbara
Castle in charge of the application of the wage
fresgze and incomss policy. In strict class terms
(abstracting out subjective factors) one can say
that these people have used their "left" reputat=
ions to carry out the most reactiomary of Wilson's
policies. Yet many in the THIBUNE camp refuse
to break their links with them. '

Tt has been very difficult to organise an
affective opposition within the ILabour Farty
in conditions where left-wing rank-and-filers
have seen their former leaders completely in
harness with Wilsom, A struggle against the
Government's right wing policies - from the
very beginning - by the people who were the
acknowledged leaders of the left would have
transformed the situation. uch & struggle
would have, of necessity, included a spacial
eritique of the Gresmwoods and Castles,

THE COMMUNIST PARTY

The role of the OCommnist Party in all this has
besn to re-inforce the worst features of the
traditional left, In their desperate search for
unity the Communist Party leaders, whilst making
.correct and valuable criticisms of the Wilson
Government, have tried to form a bloc with the
Triburdtes and the Parliamentary left, Because
#unity" +o the Communist Party means, in essence,
glossing over differences with the centre and, in
soms cases, the right (but never those on the
G.P.'s 1left) they have refrainsd from making a
fundamental eriticism of TRIBUNE and the Parlia-
mentary left, They have done this even on sugch
glaring questions as the TRIBUME MANIFESTO and
the behaviour of those "left® M.P_s who supported
Israel's war of aggression against the Arab |
sountries, Is it any wonder, undsr these circum-




the Labour Party

stances, that the Communist Party has failed to
make any important gains from the thousands of
disillusioned Labour Party members?

The behaviour of the traditional left leaders did
mich to encourage the sectarians who left the
Labour Party. But many of the people who led the
walk out, being marxists of some vintage, should
have known better, Some of them claim that the
basic reason for +them leaving the Labour Pariy
was the expulsion of large mumbers of Young
Socialists from the Party. It 1s true that a
considerable mumber of Young Socialists wers
expelled - supporters of THE WEEK were to the
forefront in protesting against these expulsions
- ot much larger mumbers left of their owm
accord, Had the EEEF IEFT Young Socialists
received the correct education from their mentors
in the 8,1.L. their main campaign after the expu-
lsions would have been a re-instatement fight.
Instead +they concentrated almost entirely upon
building their organisation on a basizs quite
separate and distinet from the Labour Party.

This had gquite serious results: at a time when
the Wilson Govermment had started attacking the wo-
rking class, and when the questioning within the
broad ranks of Labour had comenced, 200 to 300
activists were pulled out of the Labour Party to
concentrate on such revolutionary activities as
organising teen-age marches, football matches
(usually seven-aside because of lack of mumbers),
dances and selling KEEP LEFT,

warning for any others thinking of trying the same
axperiment,

But does all this mean that our attitude towanrds
the Labour Party is exactly the same as it was
in 19647

TWO FUNDAMENTAI, FPREMISES

Before answering, we need to state the fundamental
premises upon which we base our case, There are
two main ones:

Firstly, we recognisc that capitalism in Britain
will mnot be destroyed until the workers have
created a mass socialist party. In fact this is
the aim of all our work. However, history has
ghown that in capitalist "“democracles" such
partiss, on the rare occasions when they have
been built, only arise out of crisis and schism
in one of the existing traditional workers!
parties, This is quite easy to explain on theor=
etical grounds: the basic reason being that the
consciousness of large sections of the working
class changes slowly and through experience rather
than as the result of propaganda (although traum-
atic events, e,g., war and catastrophic slump, will
very much speed the process),

Secondly, the particular structure of the British
Labour movement, with affiliation of the trade
unions to the Labour Party at all levels, hds
created a tenacious and multi-million- threaded
bond between the organised working class amd the

Witson, Gardiner, Healey, Ross, Gunter, Peart.

THE SCARBORDUCH CONFERENCE

At the 1965 Searborough Labour Party conference
a handful of delegates supporting THE WEEE managed
to polarise the conference on several key issuss,
Had thers been 20, 30 or LD delsgates doing the
same job, which was entirely within the capacity
of the KEEP LEFT Young Socialists had they worked
on the right 1lines, the whole situation would
have been different and the basis for a big left
could have besn laid,

Just now the KEEPF LEFT Young Socialists seem to
hava lost much of their initial impetus (the
mmbers on their recent weekend of demonstrations
are eloguent testimony to this view) so they have
the worst of both worlds, The experience of thsse
sincere but misguided young comrades is a terrible

Labour Party. In a certain sense one can say that
the Labour Farty and the crganised working class
are virtually identical. Of course, the policies
of +the Wilson Oovermment are placing a great
strain upon this relationship but so far = apart
from some marginal cases - there has been no large
scale rupture of the links between the organised
working class and the Labour Party.®

# It should be noted, however, that in some cases
these "marginal® sectors can be of extreme importa-
nce and have conslderable importance for marxists
in determining their tactics. Typical examples of
this are: Scottish apd Welsh Nationalism, the lack
of confidence in the Labour Party shown by the maj-
ority of immigrant workers and certain tendencies
in technical unions to question the value of links
with Labour, (to be concluded in the next issue)




N

S,
o

N

On the eve of the VSG conference

tn the 18th and 1%th of May the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign will be holding its first national conference
since its founding conference in Juns, 1956, If we review the events-of the last two years, especially the
growth of the support for the V,5.0., the particular importance of this conference becomes clear,

In these past two years the situation in Vietnam has changed markedly. The immense U.5. war effort has
raised the level of U,5, troop commitment to well over half a million, accompanied by an impressive array

of technical aids,

We have seen this more than matched by the determined and herioc struggle of the

National Liberation Front, and the resistance of the population of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in

the face of intense American bombing.

The struggles of the Vietnamese culminated in the magnificent

country-wide sweep of the Tet offensive, a military success which has radically altered the political

climate in many countriea,

This is true of Vietnam itself: atriking savage
blows at the morale of the American forces, and
in the United States where it contributed to the
fingl discrediting of Lyndon Johnson, whose
assertions that military vietory was possibla,
ring hollow now that the full striking power of
the N.L.F, is apparent,

CHOWTH OF THE MOVEMENT

In Britain the success of Tet provided a valuable
boost to the anti-war movement in general and to
the March 17th demonstration in particular. All
along, the mvement in Britain has reflectad in
some way the nature and development of the war in
Vietnam, The Vietnam wer is a struggle which has
intensifisd day by day and-impressed itself on the
consciousness of millions of peopls, It was poss-
ible for most people to learn to live under the
ghadow of muclear wespons, The memory of Hiroshima
fades into the past, but Vietnam is brought closer
to each day, by the sheer scale of the suffering
inflicted by American policy, and by the drama and
heroism of the Vietnamese resistance,

This factor creates a wholly different climate
in the protest movement, The mood has changed
from concern at the dangerous possibilitles to
profound indignation at 0.5, pelicy, There has
glso developed a willingness to act in support of
the Vietnamese, This changing mood demands milit-
ant expression around a clear political line, For
a movement to harnmess this change effectively, it
must stand independent of all established politic-
al organisations, The only movement which has
come within a mile of this is the Vietnam Solidar-
ity Campaign, A closer look at the development of
¥.5.C, soon reveals how it has been able to fulfil
this role, and what are its strengths and its
weaknessss,

THE FOUNDATION OF V.3.C.

The Vietnam Solidarity Cempaign was formally
sstablished in June, 1966, at its founding confer=-
ence, after a period of preparatory work by the
Bertrand FRussell Peace Foundation and some left
wing members of the Labour Farty, who had carried
on & struggle to alter Wilson's policy of servility
to Washington (prominemt among the latter was Ken
Coates, who was subse expelled from ths
Labour Farty for his efforts), With genmsrous aid
= financisl and technicsl = from the B,R.F.F., the
campaign set to work organising meetings, exhibit-
ions, and participating in demonstrations; it also

an active role in the campaign around the
War Crimes Tribunal and the Free Speech Campaign
(an effort to get N,L.F, spokesmen into Britain

to speak at teach-ins), The early days wers not
without problems: at the founding conference nearly
balf the delegates walked out,

The walk out = led by the mors sectarian of the
supporters of the Chinese Communist Party, some of
whom have come back into the campaign, others of
whom now support Liu Shac Chl - was over the quest-
jon of the four and five points., The splitters
wanted the V5.0, to Iincorporate these into its
statement of aims, The V,5.C. position, adopted
at the conference is that it supports the right of
the Vietnamese to decide their own conditions for
the ending of the war. This being the case, it
would be wrong to adopt a particular positionm, for
the Vietnamese may wish to change their minds, This
flexible and principled line has been vindicated
by recent events in the Vietnam War,

OCTOBER 22nd

However, as the campaign settled down to activity
new supporters came forward. The turning point
cams with +the October 22nd demonstration of last
year, The V.5.C. had always striven for internat-
ional eco-ordination (especially with the American
protest movement) and when it received an appeal
from the National Mobilisation Committee for an
activity on the week-end of October 21/22 it made
a call for an Ad Hoc Committee to organise the
avent, The success of October 22nd and the invol-

.vement of many new people in the Ad Hoc Commit-

tee brought many new supporters and aroused the
enthusiasm of thousands of mctivisia.

The demonatration iteelf was a breakthrough in
terme of both ecale and militancy. This was poss-
ible because V.5.C, inmitiated the action on =
principled political line whilst making determined
afforta to ensure that existing protest grdups were
drawn into the organising of the demonstration.

A eimilar organieational method was adopted for
the March 1Tth demonstration., It was at this point
however that problems began to appear, arising.from
the fact that the political support for V.5.C. had
far outstripped its organising capacity. During
the March 1Tth cempaign supporting groups mushroom-
ed but thelr contact with the centre was minimal.
V.5.C. had and still has the organisational form
more suited to ita earlier work as an educational
organisation. This problem was compounded by the
withdrawal of financial support by the Bertrand
Russell Peace Foundation, Folitically, the March
17th protest was an enormous success, in spite of
the distortions which appeared in the press, but
organisationally there are lots of threads to be
pichd ups
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THE TASKS OF THE CONFERENCE

This should be seen as the primary task of the
conference, What is needed now 1s a network of
local groups capable of initiating local activi-
ties between major demonstrations, This requires a
centre of sufficient stremgth to provide  the
co-ordination and servicing such a network needs,
This 1issue needs to be at the centrs of the discu=
sslon at the mext conference., The leading commit-
teas of the campaign need to reflect the new
suppart the campaign has gained,

As regards gpecific activities both in the
localities and at a mnational level, special
consideration should be given to the guestion of
mobilising support amongst trade unionists, and
of exposing instances of British firms producing
goods for the American war industry. The latter
has been very well documented in a recent pamphlet
which the V.5.C, is distributing# and this can pro=

vide a very useful focus for local activities,

A, careful consideration of these issues can lay
the basis for future activity aimed at building
arcund the Jlonger term solidarity movement in
Britain, So far it has been possible only to
provide a general framework for such activity,.
In addition with a stronger organisation and mors
representative committese it will be possible to
give to demonstrators the protection that is
necessary agalnst various forms of harrassment,

N.B. Anyone wishing to attend the confersnce should
write toi

Mike Ma

Secretary, V.5.C.,

8, Toynbee St.,

London E,1, (telephone BIS 98L5)

+# BRITATN, AMERICA AND VIETMAM, available from 8,
Toynbee St., London B, costing 2/9d post paid,

VIETNAM PERSPECTIVES

Ihere are many conflicting interpretations of Johnson's so-called peace gesture and its significance: for
the movement in support of the Vietnamese people. To us it reveals that American poliey in Vietnam was
at a dead end and that the success of the Tet offensive had caused a erisis of policy in Ameriecan ruling
circles, Johnson's position as a candidate In the presidential elections was an obstacle to changing
that policy, He had only been able to proceed by further and further escalation. He was entirely comm=
itted to a victory without compromise. He had become an international symbol of the brutality of American
imperialism. In the United States he had become a factor discrediting the American political system and
his candidature played dinto the hands of those opposed to the two-party system-which serves-1.S. capita-
lism so0 well. Johnson's withdrawal as a candidate thus gave the American ruling circles a greater degree
of flexibility. They certainly need it from their point of view: one can speculate about U.5. aims and
policies but eme thing is sbsolutely certain: Johnson's policiss had to be abandoned,

What options are open to the Americans? Total and unconditional withdrawal would mean much mores than loss
of face; it would demonstrate that it was possible for the policeman of world imperialism to be routed by a
small peasant country. This, in tnrn, would encourage all national liberation movements throughout the world.
It would, furthermore, completely undermine the morale and prestige of the chain of American puppets in Asia
which would have revolutionary consequences. To this extent, there is something in the so-called domine
theory.

an editorial statement

¥

More important, as limiting factors on their
ability to carry out a policy of further escalation

FURTHER ESCALATION?

On the other extreme, further ascalation after
the Americans had "proved" the bad faith of Hanol
would lead to a huge upsurge of anti-American
activity on every continent., After the expect-
ations of peace had been aroused it 1s highly
unlikely that even the most intense propaganda
effort would persuade the American people that
Hanoli was responsible for the breakdown.

Having said +this, however, we cannot precluds
this possibility. Today it 4is the poliecy of
American imperialism to posture as being basic-
ally democratic; it therefore takes great care
not to become too Misclated" from "public opinion”
at home and abroad. This need not always be the
case, however, and it is quite conceivable that the
American ruling ocireles could decide that their
wider inmterests demanded that they proceed regard
leas of this factor., If the only alternative was
complete military defeat they could very well
choose to dinvade the morth and try to cut off the

source of supplies for the Hational Liberation Army,

- S , o

are the military and ecohomic difficulties that
have arisen from Johnson's Vietnam poliey. Wall
Street had a boom when the news of the pogssibility
of peace talks broke. All kinds of problems of &
military character come to the fore. Some unkind
pecple have suggested that the American forces
would not be averse to having & breathing space to
regroup and lick their wounds. The successive
erises of the dollar and the U.S5. balance of pay-
ments look like continuing (and, for that matter,
getting worse) until America's imvolvement in Viet-
nam is at least scaled down.

Thus it seems most 1ikely that the Americans will
seek to bring about a solution to the Vietnam war
which will not be a complete defeat for them but
which enables them to substantially cut their comme
itment. This is a tall order but they have power-
ful friends.

THE RUSSIAN ROLE
[t is quite clear that there are those in the
Commnist camp who would welcome a similar tj‘pﬁ

[



of solution. The contimiation of tha Vietnam war
and, indeed, its contimous escalation has Jeopard-
ised the Russian leaders' policy of peaceful ¢o-
existence, They, too, would like a solution which
would not be decisive: they have no wish to see the
Vistnamese example bging followed by libaration
forces in Thailand, Indonesia, the Fhilippines,
Malaysia and elsewhers. *They would like to be free
to scale down their military expenditure and de-
velop trade relations with the West so that they
could divert some resources to supplying more con-
sumer goods to the Russian people. In this way
they hope to head off the growing demands by the
Russian people fer a better life, Above all, they
fear a fusion of the discontent of the  intellect-
uals with that of the workers, Once such a fusion
took place the whole fabric of the bureaucratic
domination of Soviet 1life would be in jeopardy.

The Russian leaders, being the main supplisrs of
military aid to the Vietnamese, are in a strong
position to put pressure upon Hanol to be more
Mpagsonabls", 0f course, thay have been doing
this for a mumber of years now, but the new factor
in tha situation is +that they now can claim that
the Americans are in the mood to make concessions,
Having said all this, it is surely obvious that
it will be very difficult for the Russian leaders
to forece the Vietnamase to climb down too drasti-
cally. One of the good by-products of the Sino/
Soviat dispute is that it parrows down decisively
the extent to which either the Russians or the
Chinese can mansouvre in their relation with capit-
alist. powers.

A¥ AMERICAN IEFEAT

For the movement of solidarity with the Vietnamsse
peopls thas opening of negotiations with the U.3.
under present conditions must be welcomed, It
reprasents a vietory because it was the Americans
who made the first move towards negotiations just
after they had suffered severe military defeats.
Partisans of the Vietnamese revolution have always
argued that the question of negotiations, and the
conditions for negotiations, is the affair of the
Vietnamess people themselves. In any national
liberation war it is up to the people doing the
fighting to decide upon such questions. Only if
it were abundantly clear that the Vietnamese
leaders were trying to come to a compromise at
the expense of, and against the will of, the
Vietnamese peopls would we have the right %o
eriticise, An example of this kind of situation
was the way the OCeneva Accords were arrived at.
It is abundantly clear that this is not the cass in
Vietnam today.

CONTINUE THE SOLIDARITY FICGHT

If +the opening of negotiations represents a cont-
inmuation of +the struggle of the Vietnamese people
by diplomatic, as well as military, means; Ifor
the solidarity movement it means that its efforts
ghould be intensifisd. As opposed tp thosa who
have called for negotiations and who have now got
what they wanted (and who should logically shut
up shop) the solidarily movement 15 nesded now
more than ever, -

We nsed to mobilise to help the Vietnamese people
to achieve the best possible conditions: namely,
those which are nearest to the aims of the solidar-
ity movemsnt. A powerful and wvigorous solidarity
campaign is a counter to those who would
try to get the Vietnamese to compromise with Ameri-

can ismperialiem., And should tha peace talks prove
abortive the movement will be ready to swing into
action lmmediately to counter whatever methods of
struggle the Americans decide upon.

Everything we have said underlines the need to:
= imvolve the organised working class movement
in the sclidarity campaign; and

- expose to the fullest extent the disgusting
British complicity in the war.

Both of these objectives can be furthered because
of the new stage in the war. The Vietnam Solid-
arity Campaign 4is holding & conference on 18/19
of May. This will provide an important opportun-
ity for getting to grips with these problems,

T T ST T S e T T e N e TR O

SOLIDARITY WITH THE S.D.5.

As readers will know the witch-hunt against the
German socialist students has been emulated in this
country by the DATLY MAIL and other nswspapers. We
understand, therefore, very well +the need for
solidarity that our German comrades feel. We know
that various organisations plam actions and we will
be pleased to put any reader in touch with them,

the Anti-Apartheid
Movement

A LETTER FROM ANTI-APARTHEID

The Anti - Apartheid Movement is organising a mass
rally in Trafalgar Square to take place on the
afterncon of Sunday, June 23, which will be pre-
ceded by a march from Hyde Park. This rally is
baing held to commemorate the signing of tha Free-
dom Charter on June 26, 1955, a day of deep
gignificance for all who hold dear the cause of
freedom for the people of South Africa.

Throughout  white - dominated Southern Africa,
Africans are fighting racial discrimination and
minority rule., This rally is being held as a
declaration of support for their struggle. We
consider that recent developments = the fighting
at presant going on in Rhodesia = lend this occas =
ion a particular importance. All those who are
opposad to tha racialist doctrines prevailing in
Southern Africa will have the opportunity of
demonstrating their opposition and also thelr
"Support for the African Freedom Fighters" - +the
theme of this rally.

We hope very much that you will help us by publie-
ising this rally in INTERNATIDNAL as much and as
often as possible, We shall keep jyou informed of
the details as they are confirmed, i.s. , who the
speakers are, the exact route of the march, ete,
At this time publication of the date, the place
and the theme would be of great assistance. Stio-
kers and leaflets will be availabls from this
office #within the next ten days. We trust you
will also find it possible to publish feature
articles on the struggle in Southern Afriea in
which mention of this rally can be made.

# Anti - Apartheid Movement, 89, Charlotte B5t.,
London W.l., telephone La&N 5311 2
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Most people who have followed the development of
the workera' control campaign, based largely on
the series of conferences sponsored by VOICE OF
THE UNIONS, the Centre for Socialist Education,
THE WEEK and other socialist journals and groups,
will acknowledge that the latest in the series,
the sixth, held in HNottingham on March 30/31,
1968, marked another step forward for the campai-
#n. The conference attracted some 500 delegates
and visitors, including trade unioniets and stud-
ents, Trade unionists turned out in mmch larger
numbers than ever before, and it was clear that
the Communiet Party had begun to take a greater
interest in the subject.

Several leading trade unionists and Labour Party
sctivists played a prominent role in the confer-
ence but one of the criticisms of the conference
= which the organisers themselves acknowledged -
was that little time was left for the delegates
to put their own views forward. This aside, there
were many positive aspects to the discussion, for
example Hugh Scanlon's speech which deserves a
separate assessment,

It is now perhaps timely to consider what the
naxt steps can be and what are the limitations of
the movement as it stands, In so doing we must
re-define the basic principles which draw social-
iets to this subject.

A feature of the conferences has always besn
the practice of dividing into a number of study
groups which makes it possible to consider
the problems faced by workers in particular indu-
stries, and to relate the theoretical concept of
workers' control to the actual workings of the
given industry.

The wvalue of the workers' control movement lies
in its potential for revitalising sections of the
labour movement. Already it represents one of
the largest gatherings of trade unicniets outside
the eatablished political parties, To realise
its full value however it is necessary to achieve
much greater clarity on the idess of workers'
control and to relate them increasingly to exper-
isnces of millions of workers,

WHAT IS WORKERS' CONTROL?
It is necessary to dafine workers' control corre-
etly, Pirst of all a sharp distinction must ba

made between control and participation, The form-
er imvolves extanslons of power by workers quite
independently of management, The latter imvolves
the integration of a section of the workers into
institutions representing the interests of manag-
amant, In present circumstances this is thes most
important distinction to be made. At a time when
a Labour Govermment attacks workers organisations
and “simultansously attempts to draw a section of
the trade union movement into a position of carr-
¥ing ouwt dits policy of rationalisaticn of
industry, clarity about the difference betwesn
control and participation is paramount,

OFEN THE BOOKS]

A mumber of slogans have traditionally been
regarded as being related to workers' control,
Much has been made of the demand: ®ipen the
Books!®, and this gertainly has a legitimate role
to play in raising awareness about the workings
of management, It can also inerease the readin-
e38 of trade unlon organisations to challsnge the
right of management to manage unhindered by cons-
lderations other than their own profit,

Huch more,central, however, in view of the drive
towards ratiocnallsation of dndustry and the
introduction of new techniques at the expense of
the existing labour force, is the demand for
workers! control of hiring and firing, since the
size of the labour force is a central considerat-
ion for the present-day capitalist, Mass sackings
at A.B,.I, and the decasuslisation scheme on the
docks have ralsed this issus most acutely. A
related., demand for workers faced with short-time
and the threat of unemployment is that of "LO
hours pay for 30 hours work®™ - a form of work-
sharing which would not involve loss of pay.

DUAL POWER

Thess demands form a rising scale, each slogan
posing the question of power on & higher lavel,
HWorkers' control itself 1s an advanced stage when
the question of state power 1s posed, It represe=-
nta the hiphest point of organisation and control
which can be achieved by the workers under capit-
alism, but can only be regarded as a temporary
phase, Either the working class creates a polite
ical organisation capable of taking state power,
or the sltuation degenerates in favour of the
ruling clasa, Tn other words, it imvolves a sit-
uation of dual power, and it is necessary to go
forward to a socialist system of workers' eself-
management in the framework of a centrallyplammed
economy, Otherwise the workers! erganisationa
will be seriously weakensd, demoralised and quite
incapable of putting up a serious defence of wor-
kers' interests - even on the level of straight
economie issuas,

Given a clear understanding of these issues, the
workers! control movemant can go forward end make
an important contribution to the re-growth of the
socialist movement = and soclalist theory - im
Britain,
R —
"IKTERNATIONAL" READERS!' DISCUSSION GROUES

There are a mmber of WEEK discussion groups up and
down the country. These groups discuss a wide range
of topics as well as having international speakars,
Now INTERMATIONAL is out we plan to start several
new ones, Any interested reader should contact ua,

_‘_
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MUCKRAKERS TO MARXISTS
by Julian Atkinson

Tt iz a damaging and oft-levelled charge that
the British Left is parochial and i11-informed
about the dinternational working class movement,
Tt is certainly true that most of us have only
hazy ideas about the history and theories of
the North American left, The student, Hlack-
Powar and anti-war movements sSeem to us to
have entered the political stage full-grown
and without antecedents, In his book® Professor
Bottomore has sketched in the history of radical
thought in MAmerica which will enable us to glace
the present American left in perspective.

The book is based on a seriss of talks that T.B,
Bottomore gave for +the Canadian Broadcasting
Company., He has mnot concentrated on political
and social movements, but rather on the connect-
jon betwesn Aintellsctual dissent and theories
of society, and the work of thinkers who elab-
srated eritical thaoriss of soclety.

MICKRAKERS

fis first subjects are the muckrakers: thosa
journalists who at the turn of +the cantury
devoted themselves to  sensational exposures of
the i1ls of American soclety. The high point of
muckraking was reached with the publication of "The
Jungla® by Upton Sinclair, which dealt with the
sxploitation of workers by the meat-packing trusts,.
The American public was shocked - mot by the misery
btut by the description of unhygenic conditions in
the meat industry and the Pure Food and Drug Act
was passed by Congress.

In the 20's and the 30's the marxista becans
force in the American left. Dos Passos and
Jamas T, Farrell wrote proletarian novels while
Sidney Hook and Edmund Wilson initiated the
dawelopment of an American-oriented marxism =
a development that never ocoured,

American radical thought 1is traced through the
slough of Mclarthyism 1o the present renaissance
of left-wing theory and activity. Professor
Bottomore's book is well-written and is an introdu=
ation +p the North American left, It is mot a
definitive account and his appreciation of rival
theoretical tendenciss can be faulted, but &3 a
begimning it is very welcome,.

# CRITIOS OF SOCIETY by T.B. Dottomore, Allen &
Unwin, 25/

MARXISM Vs THE S.L.L vy Peter Rice

Most of our readers will be slready acquainted
with the more humurous side of the S,L.L. 's
activitiss, which are common Imowladge in British
1aft cireles, This pamphlet # takes them to task
an some of their "theoretieal® blunders. Anycns
sho has not the shesr persistence to plough through

FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF

the turgid repetitiveness of &S.L.L. propaganda
should thank the auther, Bob Purdie, for his pain-
staking summary and discussion of the posturss
adopted, and congratulate him on the success of
his uwninviting task.

What doas emergs quite clearly is the method of the
nBanda School of Falsification", in which isclated
sentences and phrases are lifted out -f the writ-
ings of political opponents 1o make a ecaricature
in amalgam-style, which the enlightens: commentator
then procssds to refute, Marxists kmow of course,
who first brought this method to perfectlon,

Anyons noting the "contradictions" {t .ge four) in
the position of the S.L.L, has to tak * aceount of
the fact, of course, that the "Clapham Isternation=
gl Command® mechanically constructs its dogma by
reversing and negating the positions of the
rogt of the marxist movement., Nor should we be
surprised that the S5.L,L. comes out solidly in
favour of the Red Ouards; a more accurite asse-s=
ment would be too complax to appeal to the KESP
LEFT Young Socialists whose ideclogical sophisti -
ation has provided an inexhaustable supply of witty
talas for +the British Labour movemsnt., All is
gacrificed to the desire to put forward a clear-
et slogan, mno matter what the factual base of it
may ba,

What emergea in the question of Cuba is a deliber-
ate refusal to face facts, but in the case of
"Elack Power® there dis an obvious turning against
tha marxist position of support for oppressed
minorities, We may say categorically that it was
an unfortunate thing for the world revolution, and
for the S.L.L., that Che Cuevara was killed in
Bolivia; readers of this pamphlet will see, howevern
why we separate the reactlons of the two.

Finally, all those who follow V.5.C. activities
should buy this document as a good supplementary
explanation for the absence of the bammers of the
5. 1.L. and KEEP LEFT Young Soclalists in the march
17th demonstration in Grosvenor BSquare.

# " A Marxist Debates the Soclalist Labour League:
On Cubaj China; Che Guevara; 0.L.A.S.; Elack Power;
and the SM.P.", available Pionesr Book  Sarvics,
8, Toynbee St., london E.l., 1/9d, Post paid.

|,

READERS' LETTER3

The editorial team of INTERNATIORAL will weloome
latters on any of the subjects in this issue {or
for that matter, any related topics), To assist
publication, letters should be related to specific
subjects and not more tham 500 words in length
(shorter letters would be even better).



the Government,

S THE LPYS ANY FUTURE ?

by Tony Southall

Hational Conference of the Labour Party Young Socialista reflected both the malaise of the party
from the actions of the Wilson Government and the search for alternatives which the actionas of

t have produced., Numerically, the conference was the smallest ever: 150 delegates approx=-
This represented under % of the 538 branches the National Committee claimed in 1ts annual report.
ports the size of the conference adequately reflected the low level of Young Socisliat activity
areas, Notwithstanding this, the level of the speakers was high. The reasclutions passed at conf-
could provide a firm basis for discussion within the Labour movement of an alternative programme to

snjor motions were passed on the econcay. Conference expressed its opposition to the sclution of the
sconomic crisis of capitalism through anti-woriing class measures, It noted in particular the rise in

prices, increased rents and rates, cuts in wsocial

sarvices and the effects of the 'sgueeze' on wages,

mortgages, etoc. The National Committee was instrucied to initiate a campaign for the nationalisation,
under workers' control, of the big monopolies controlling the economy, The second motion, after analys-
ing the Government's "retreat from the moast minimal reformist programme”, called for support for workers
struggling "against resiraint, higher rents and for an improvement in living atandards and social gervices."

A call was also mads for s campaign againat unemployment.

The debate on the N.E.C. discussion document on
the social services centred around the large amount
of evidence which has acounmlated about the extemt
of poverty im Britain and the adequacy of the
Government's response to this., The cutcome was a
composite motion calling for a sociml service pro-
gramme based upon & massive increase in benefits
with a minimum based on the cost of living, an
end to the wage stop, & £15 minimum wage, work or
full maintenance, a free health service, national-
ised building programme and workers' and pupil's
control of education,

In the debate on education the main controversy
arose over the phrase in the main composite motion
which called for the "imtroduction of democratic-
ally elected workers' representatives omn the
governing bodies of local and national educational
sdministration,” This motion was ultimstely
accepted, It was unfortunate that the Beeston and
Stapleford resolution giving support to some of
the main demands of the most advanced sections of
the student movement had fallen.

In the trade union debate conference declared its-
elf wholeheartedly opposed +to any legislation
penalising trade unionista or workers from taking
any action against their employers. It was notice=
abls that this was the poorest of the debates, and
mnfortunate that no mention was made in this cont-
ext of any of the ideas associated with the
workers' control campaign.

The high point of the weekend's debate was that on
Vietnam, The major resolution, passed by Bl votes
to T4, was & composite over 300 words in length,
embodying the following points: ™ full support to
the victory of the Vietnamese Revolution and the
¥.L.P.,"; a campaign to be organised for the provi-
sion of "medical, moral and material aid" to themj
s demand for the withdrawal of all feoreigm troops)
instructions to the Government to implement party
poliey to dissociating from American aggresaion
and to =dmit N.L.F. representatives to Britain;
support for the American "draft dodgers"; a decla-
ration that "Toung Socialist branches should give
help +o Tbranches of the Vietnam Solidarity

Campaign". The resolution ended by quoting Ho Chi
Minh's sdvice to Western soclialista: "The beat help
you can give to the Vietnamese Hevolution 1s to
make a revolution in your own country”.

n the N.C.'s organisatiomal report the delegates
noted the intemtion to proceed with the production
of yet another official Y.5., paper. On this occas=-
ion it is to have an editorial board appointed by
the ¥ational Committes, It should be noted, howe-
ver, that the N.C. remains & non-elected body and
that the paper 1is to be subject to censorship by
the National TYouth Officer, Dissatisfaction with
the organisation of the Y.S5. was reflected by a
large part of the report being referred back when
votes were taken,

On the face of it the 1968 Conference would appear
to have been marked by a series of victoriea for
the left. But the question which hung over the
whole conference and which recurred in neerly every
debate waa: what future has the Y.3.? The small
number of articulate delegates who broedly suppor=-
ted OCovermment policy, along with the majority of
the HNational Committes, apparently gave it little
hope. At times it was hard to believe that the
chairman was at all concerned about the proceedings
or the decisions taken - as if he realised that
the bureaucracy could easily ignore them., Others
blamed the alleged fanaticism and sectarianism of
the left for the emall numbers.

Amonget the left two major etrands of copinion
emerged and their conflict was articulated in
debate after debate, On the one hand, some suppor-
ters of REBEL/LABOUR WORKER proclaimed the death
of the Young Socialists saying that members should
turn outwards to temants' organisations, industrial
struggles, etc., and ignore the Labour PFarty.
Supporters of MILITANT on the other hand gave it
as their opinion that this was in many ways the
bast conference for years., Their spokeamen exuded
the greatest optimism about the future which should
lie in the Y.5. fighting for the programme conta=
ined in conference resolutions through their Labour
Party Ward and Mensgement Committees.
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The +truth lies somewhere in between and it was a
tragedy that there were so few delegates able to
articulate it, Thome who called for the Y.5. to
intensify their struggle in the Labour Party gave
the dimpression that they had feiled to notice the
current decline in activity of that organisation.
In particular, they seemed umable to appreciate
ita unattractivenses to youth. When it was pointed
out that the energies of many young people were
now going into such wactivities as the March 17th
demonstration in Grosvenor Square, the latter was
digmisped =8 & peripheral event on the political
scene, But the proponents of withdrawal from the
Labour FParty ocommit the mistake of eeeing the
current decline as an inexorable trend. Notwith-
standing the actiona of the Government, nothing
has happaned in the last three yeara to enable ua
to may that the Labour Farty has suddenly ceased
to be the only mase working class party in Britain.

The future of the L.P.Y.3. in 1968 is by no means
clear, It is safe to say, however, that if either
of tha above lines of action mare followed to their
logical conclusion next year's conference will be
even amaller than this., Those of us in the Y.S.
should seek’in the coming months to build our bran-
ches on the broad basis of the policies decided
at conference and seek every opportunity to
advance those policies within the Labour Party
and trade union movement., But we must also be
conscious of the need to build a bridge to the
maspes of radical youth who are currently unwilling
to commit themselves to consistent political stru-
gele. Instead of cerping criticism we should offer
conatructive support. Y.3, branches must partici-
pate in V.5.C., student ectivity, etc., to the
full, In thia way we can perform the absolutely
essential task of bringing our overall political
strategy to bear on the consciousness of the most
active layers of youth and ultimately of bringing
the immense enthusiasm currently being generated in
deponstrations and on the campuses to bear on  the
vitel political struggle in the Labour movement,

Notes from the press

TAKEQOVER BILL IS DOUBLE LAST YEAR'S ALREADY

The great bid boom that has been roaring away
this year has already pushed the takeover bill
up to more than twice the total for the whole of

last year.

So far, it has reached a masaive £2,113 million -
and that doesn't include the -iuibids and mopping
up operations, If they are included the total
would come out nearer the £2,200 million mark,
last year, the takeover tally topped the £1,000
million mark.

Many of the blggest link-ups this year have been
genuine mergers, like the £400 million British
Motor Holdings=-leyland affair,

But the biggest of them all was the three-way
bankding get-together between Barclays, Lloyds and
Martins, involving a little matter of £580 millionm,

Tha moat active ocampany in the takeover business
has been tha textile glant, Courtaulds headed by
3ir Frank Kearton, DBetween January 1 and March 5,
when the group had to submit to & ban on bids
unless they were cleared by the Board of Trade,

(From the EVENING STANDARD city oolumn, |

£152 MILLION "WAR PROFIT FOR TANEER OWHE
Tanker owners made a maseive J365m,
profit in the four montha fellowing - and
because of - last year's Arab-Israel war,
u(ulltud; by the Organisation of P
Exporting Countries (0,P.E.C.).

The study was based on an examination of a
and short-term charters in the four-month ;papanda
June to September, While only approximate; pain-
admittedly from a partisan source, +the fisturas
indisate a repetition of the post-Suesz situat:ss of

The main beneficiaries then, as apparsntly last
year, were oil companies with large fleets - HP
with ite heavy dependence om Middle Eas: 5il, was
probably =an exception - and the big shipowners,
However, the fortunate owner of only one 60,000
ton tanker would atand +to make, according to
0.P.E.C."'s ecaloulations, between £230,000 and
£300,000 avery trip from the Gulf,

(Prom +the April dissue of MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC
SURVEY)

TAKE YOUR PICK! (our emphasis throughout)

ssssssssBut afterwards they broke away, talkdng
hundreds more with them, and headed along the
Strand " and Chancery Lane for the DAILY MIRROR

building. The th llm BODssss
(From DAILY MAIL, April 16)

ssnssslarig Ali, emotional and eloguent, as he
addressed his 1,000 followers outside the DATILY
MIRROR yesterday.

(Prom DATLY MIRROR, April 16)

More than 2,000 students last night fought with
police outside a London newspaper offica.

(Prom DAILY SKETCH, April 16)

A force of B00 police yeaterday held at bay a
crowd of 1,000 demonstrating outaide the Holborm
offices of the Bpringur group of Cerman newspapers.

(From DATLY TELEGRAPH, April 16)

West Berlin's student demonstrations spread to
London today as more tham 2,000 thful marchers

(ASSOCIATED PRESS REPORT of April 15)

After joiming the main rally in Trafalgar Square,
Mr, Tarigq Ali took his mob, now swollen to about

1,000 peopla to the DAILY MIRROR building
Holborn Ehﬂl.

(Prom SUN, April 16; this newspaper showed a photo-
graph of the demonstration and described it  Theing
the Martin Luther King memorial march.)

A orowd of about I,UDO advanced on the Dfﬂm-uu
Halted by the 500 police surrounding the buildis~

(From THE TIMES, April 16) /,,/ﬁ/




