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BEHIND THE GROWTH OF SNP

Tha following statement was adopted by the Wood-
pide, Glasgow, Constituency labour Party at ite
last meeting.

Throughout the Tory years 1951-1964, Scotland
traditionally returned a much higher proportion
of Labour M.P.s than other parts of the U.K. The
loyalty of the Scoitish working class to the Lab-
pur Party was apparently much deeper than that of
their English ocounterparts. The figures for the
Glasgow municipal elections over the last foar
years demonstrates what hes happened in the foll-
owing pericd. Already the Labour Party is
obliterated as s membership organisation., If the
present trend continues we shsll also be obliter-
ated at the polls.

No one should underestimate the seriouansss of
this, The future of the Labour Party in the coun-
try is bound up with its future in Scotland, If a
large mumber of constituencies return SHP members
at the next elesction a Tory majority at Weatmin-
gter will be assured. Then we shall suffer all
the consequences in terms of harah action sgeinst
trade unions, Ffurther raciaslist legislation and
cutbacks 4n welfare too. Objectively, therefore,
the increased in the netionalist vote bringswith
it s threat of renewed Tory rule.

Many ressons have been put forward to.aecount for
the rise of nationalism. There is an element of
truth in most of them. We can accept for instance
that Scotland possesses a degree of cultural dis-
tinctiveness, that people are searching for a
causs to cempaign for, that our socisty has prod-
uced a bureaucracy which appears to render the
individual powerless against manifold dInjustices
perpetrated by authority. A1l these and many
other points can show why people are receptive to
nationalist ideas., But they are all either perm-
anent factors or long terms trends. They donot
explain why +he SNP has grown at such a phenom-
enal rate at this specific point in time.

This can only be seen in relstion to political
events and therafore to the performance of the
Labour Bovernment since 1964. It cannot be denied
that it ia precissly in this period of office,
that +he SNP has grown at an unprecedented rate,
In short, the wage freese coupled with price
gscalation, rent increases, welfare cutbacks, ste,
in gensral the fallure to appear in any way diff-
prent from the Toriea, is what has shattered the
loyalty of the Scottish working clads to the Lab-
our Party. The nationalists have capitalised on
this. In Bngland, incidsntally, many voters have
moved direct to the Tories,

Thera is mno solution to be found in attamcks on
the calibre of SNP members, their organisational
shortcomings, stc. Nor is there any point in tail-
ending their initiatives by producing compromise
programmes for regionel government and expecting
thia to head off their demsnds, Since the reason
for their growth does not lie specifically in the
jgaue of self-government but rather in a general
dis{llusionment with this government such a "sol=-
ution" would prove to be no soluiien at all.

The challenge of the SNP can only be met by elime
inating thoe necessity for it, This means taking
over ite role by once again turning the labour
movement into & orusading campaign. Concretely
this involves discussing alternative policies to
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those implemented by the Govermmeht - sodidlist
alternatives - and campaigning for their acocept=
anse by the movement and the population at large.

¥e do not attempt %o lay down & blueprint for
such & policy,-although we have our own ideas on

‘the lines it should follow. Rather, we are inter-

ested at this stage in establishing the neceasity
for ite production and then involving &ll sec-
tiona of the labour movement in ite formulation.
A number of prominent comrades around TRIBUNE
have given & lead in this through the "Socialiat
Charter" (See TRIBUNE, 7/6/68). Many will want
to modify this or toadd points, Perhaps regional
devolution will be included amomgst them, Pursu-
ing it in such a context would give it a validity
and seriousness it does not possess as anisolated
demand.,

In summarys

1. The Labour Government's performance in office
is the proximate cause of the rise of the SWP,

2, A eritigue of this performance and a campaign
for alternatives within and without the labour
movement is the only guarantee against the rise
of nationalism in Scotland, Tory rule nationally
and the extinction of the Labour Party.
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HANDS OFF

The pressent orisis in relations betwean +tha
Soviet Union and Csmechoslovalkis should concernall
aocialista. Apart from the obvious gquestionas of
the right of the Czechoslovek people to self-
determination and cur desirs to see A resurgence
of workara'! demoocrasy a conflict betwsen the
Soviet Union and Czechoalsvakia could play into
tha hands of Ameriocan imperislism precimely at
tha time wheno it is in such difficulties in <the
Viatnam war.

It 18 an ovar-gimplification to take the view
that what is dinvolyed 4is "poor littls Csecho-
slovalkkia” belng bullied by giant Bussia, The new
ruling group in Pragus ocame to power 88 &
result of & conjuncture of three main forces in
oppoeition to the Novotny regime: Slovaldana, who
felt they were getting a bed deal under the old
sat-up; sections of the Comminist Party and mana-
gerial strate, who had bean frustrated by the
atagnation of the ecconomy; =and a vast popular
movement, headsd by students and Intelleotuala,
which was completely dissatisfied by tha lack
of demoorasy priocr to Duboek coming to powar,

Ag in al]l revolutionary situations tharsa arTae
many different strata repressnted in this coal-
ition. The Rossians are gulte right when thay
gay that there are right-wing forces at work but
they are abaclutsly hypooritical whan they claim
that this is the remson for their concern in the
evante in Czechoslovakia,

There sesm to be two main reascons why the Eremlin
is ap alarmad:

(1) for military reasons they fear the cutcoms of
tha present process msy enteil the danger of
& breach in tha Warssw Pact, This theory is str-
engthened by the fact that it is the military in
the Soviet Union whe have besn so aggraassive; and
{2) a succesaful libaralisation of Czechoslovekia
would undoubtably aet in motion an irresistible
movemsnt = to kick out the leadsrs of Poland, the
German Damooratic Republic and Hungary. Moreover,
it would strengthen the forces in tha Soviet Uni-
on 1tselfl struggling against burssucracy.

If they cared about the future of socialism in
Czechoslovakia the Russian leadars woluld realisas
that their actions are streangthening precisely
those right-wing forces thay claim to be worried
sbout. But in our support for thes right of +ths
Czaohoslovakian peopls to decids their own form
of government we would slip into & mistake if we
portrayed the present rulers in Prague as basioc-
ally anti-bureaucratioc.

Rather they represent an altermative bursaucratioc
gactor to that of the Novotny centraliste. Thosa
who remember the heady days of the Ootober, 1956
Revolution in Poland' will recognise many simil-
gritiss betwean Comulka and Dubcek.

GCZECHOSLOVAKIA

Ths +task remainse in Crechoslovakis of carrying
out & thoroughly anti-byrsausratic politicsl rev-
oplution., And that ia the hub of the guestion. The
now famous "2,000 worda™, which upset the Kremlin
so much, sugmated that the msss of people be
brought into sction to drive out tha last of the
Wovotiy hangers-on. The Rusaian leaders dont't
know mich sbout marzism tut they do knmow that 1if
ths masses are set inte motion the process iz no
longer comtrollabls. Hence their attempts to put
the maximim pressure upon the Dubcek leaderahip -
bafore it is too late - to stcp the procsss of
liberalisation. They are trying the most bl-
atant and hypocritical pressure, just now; by the
timas this appeara in print they mey be using more
military meanas, Either way the left must oppose
this with all the means &t its disposal.

It is difficult %o think of & time when the
laadars of tha ¥ramlin have shown their priority
go olaarly: they are not so gtupid and they know
the damage that thair actions are doing to their
pause, vobt despite this they go on uaing the ls-
nguege of foree. This shows quite clearly that
when thair buresucratic regime ia threatensd all
alse goee to ths wall,

If the Soviet lesdars deoide to imvads Czacho-
glovakia thay will deal a desth blow to thair
international standing smong Commuinist  Parties
and relations with marny other forces wpuld be in
jeopardy. Yet thay have got thamselvea into a
poaition where it is very difficult for them to
withdraw without finding s scapegoat in the Russ-
ian leaderahip.

Bussian motion sgainst Czechoslovaldis would do
immense damage +to the world-wide struggle for
solidarity with the Vietnamese people., Tha united
front which is baing bullt up to support the
Vietnamess peopls would be greatly hindered. Im
fact those of us who have worked so hard to build
thia united front would have the task of building
another umited fromt: +that of support for the
Czechoslovakian people. This front would, in the
firet atages,be harder to build becauss it wonld
have to confined to thoase who wish to defend the
sooialissd property relations in Ozechoslovalda.

Daapite the official opposition of the Commmnist
Farty to Boviet intervention in Csschoslovalkia,
this task would fall to the marxists. Apart from
gmything alses wo have no guarentee that the C.P.
would not change its poaition: remember Hungaryl
Moreover, political clarity is needed in this
fight: how can ortihcdox commonist explain, in ma-
rxist terms, present events?

Our message miat be: "Hands off Czechoalovaikial"™;
"Support the Cgechoslovek pacple in their fight
againat bureauncracy and for self-determination ";
and "Defend the socialised property relatioma in
Ceachoslovalkia in the moat effective way: by an
antl-buresucratic political revolution.™ 3




right the Landlord on the street

Tessa Van Gelderen

The Labour FParty came to power o- a wave of
vpiiaiem from all ssctions of the woriing olass,
e hopeg and promises given ot tie time have
been sadly deshed to the ground ane iy one. ‘The
1965 Rent Act is sn example of & meabure that is
thought by many to be progressive, workdng in the
interests of the tenants, Those who beliew: this
are not +those directly affecled by the Act; the
tenants themselves know better. On aupss the pow-
era of the landlord may have bean ourtailal - in
practice the status quo remaine ac it wan before
tho Act came into heing.

THE TIMES (July 2nd) epotlighted some actual
instances of landlords victimisling and terroris-
ing tenants, with the full knowledge of the local
suthorities and the police, It cites the case of
& woman of 64, living in Islington, whose rent
waz out by socoessive tribunals from £3. 58 aweek
to £1 158, "As a result of thase cuts ashe wasn
harassed first by (the landlady) and then by her
husbend. The electriocity supply to her room waa
cut off last AMogust and the light fitting torn
from the flex. Her gas was cut off at the end of
February because the lendlord omitted to pass
an the sixpences she had paid into her meter. Her
room is damp, the whole house needs repair.” The
tenant in question has also been threatened with
physieal wviolence, and she was forocibly evicted
laat ¥ovember, "The local tenanta asaociationcal-
lad the police....but 8 police inspector Deointed
out that he had no power to act. The woman has
had no alegctricity Tfor the past elght months and
has had =no gas for the past four months, The
local ‘authority says it can do nothing to help
her.”

Another tenant, = seaman aged 72, living in the
sams area, was 3o badly harassed that he was too
sgared +to sleep in the house mnd slept on a sofa
in another house,

A bus-conductor, again living in Islington, ssrns
a basic wage of £15 a week. He has six children
another on the way. "They live in two rooms. One
is partitionsd with a double bed and a cot in one
half, and five children sleep in the other. The
gecond rToom has to asrve as a kitchen, living
room . Wl playroaf..sess Che walla of the room are
damp and stained, The plaster is rotten and has

erumbled away . in many places,

LOCEED LAVATORY

The rent was cut to £2. 8 B84 Trom £5 A week bya
rent tribunal. A post office worker, paying £2 %8
3d a week (originally £4), lives in two Tooms on
the ground fleor of the same house with his wife
and two children, "The house has two levatories,
One is lept 1lpcked by the rent collestor. The
other is on the ground floor and is frequently
blooked, It overflows into a boscment dnhabited
by another tenant.

Both tenasnts have been offered a mumber of indu-
cemente to gquit, including cash., The post office
worker was offered £250 for a deposit on a house
which turnmed out o be a dilapidated slum with
tenants already living there. (nly one room was
vacant,

Complaints about the condition of the house haw
been made by both tenants on a mumber of ocnas-
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ions to the town hall, The bus conductor'a wife
told them "that the house was walking alive with
mice, They agreed that we were a desperate case,
But they said they had far worse on their bodks.™

Bnd houosing and evasion of the Rente Act affect
all aress, Last year in Deptford, Heckney, Hamme
argm’th, Ialingten, ZFensington, Paddington, St.
#arylebone and Wandsworth, more than one-third
of nll complaints made to the Citizena! Advica
Burean concermed housing or rent matters. Im
batterpea, Lewigham and Pimlico the figure was
roughly one-guarter of all complaints,

A landlord din North Xemaington added a 108 a
waek charge for electrieity to the renta in a 20-
roomed flatlet house. This works out at an annual
return of £520 a year, Non-payment of the charge
#as counted as arrears of rent, Although it is an
offenne  to make false entries in rent booka held
by unfurnished fenanta, this rule does not apply
to furnished tenants,”

POLICE THHEATEN TENANTS

"A woman living in Brooke Road, Hackney was
tarned out on the street with her two children,
The tenants associstion calied the palice, and
invited them to reinstate the woman or %o stand
by to maintain the peace while she was reinstated
by other dfenants, The police officer reported
that unless the tenanta dimpersed at onoce he
would arrest them all for cousing a disturbance,
After the woman was evenfually reinstated, he
then forbade the tensnts to restore her children
on the grounds that this might lead to & bresch
of the peace,"

And 8o it continues - victimisation of tenants by
landlord. Under the terma of the Act, it is poss-
ibls to prosecute the landlords but sven in the
few cases where thia ia done and the landlord ia
conyvicted, tenants do not want to stay on in the
sams hpuse, for fear of retalistion., So the land-
lord has gained possession for the price of his
conviction, '
The solution lies with the tenants themselves -
tenents asagoiations must be more militant and
more of an action group than they are at pregent,
They must realise that they are not going to get
any belp from elther the police or the loosl
euthorities. They must realise than an individual
tenant's fight ia every tensnt's fight. They must
exposa  the total inadequasy of the 1965 Hent Aot
by Ffighting the landlord on his terms and if the
tenante are foroibly svicted, then the struggle
mist be on the street itself, with all sections
of the lobour movement uniting together in the
Tight.

Autumn Vietnam committee founded

At & crowded mesting on June 135th, =n ad hoc
committee wag founded to organise support for the
agtumn mobilisation in support of the Vietnamese
people againat U.S. aggression, The meeting had
been convened by the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign
and representatives of the YCL, Communist Party,-
Internanticonal Socialism, CHURCH, the Underground
Fress, numeroua branchea of the V30, the Overssas
Students' Coordinating Committee, the Internat-
ional Marxist Group, MILITANT, ete,, attended,

We urge all our readers to ssaist in the formation
of local ad hoo oommtteea. Write to Bi Cuiton,

120, Commercial Rd., London E.1,, for detaiias,

—— r— et i o




Bnls Tol FREE FROM A BRISTOL READER
UNIVERSITY FORMED

Last month im Bristol we saw a tremendous upsurge
of wmilitant satudent action, characterised from
the atart by spontaneity, opennsas and a lengthy
registance to short-cutting decisions. This has
to be sald because it represents one of the best
and moat aignificant featurea of the movement,

The idea of the free university was first discus-
ged atameating of the Bristol New Left in April.
An open meeting in the University wdas held sarlier
this term, attended by about BD people. From
this meeting a wvoluntary committee was formed
which went on to arrange a programme, invite spea
<kers, +o find a place to hold the Free Univer-
gity wesk, and publicise what was happening.

From Monday June 11th to the Saturday after, the
evonts planned took place, It is hard to describe
these as meetings - the discussions were very
open and critical. It was a practical experiment
in a way of thinking and learning liberated from
the restrictions of the ususl Ilecturer-lectured
relationship., As these discussions got under way
- baginning with a8 two-dasy critigue of education
- & Idnd af corporate diaslogue began to develop
shich involvad a larse number of pecple (general-
1y over 130) thinking ccherently and eritically
together about a number of wvital and complicated
subjecta. Initial difficalties in commnicating
were quite rapidly overcome, and & proceass of
communal intellectuasl discovery evolved. It was
very exciting, and provided a perspective of what
genuinely socialiet education would be like.

After discussions on the relationship of the arta
and ‘sciencesa ‘to spciety, on the mass media, on
contemporary psychology; on Friday the speakers
were Jean-Prancois Godchau, of the J.0.R., =and
Savanunda, who talked sbout Black Power. [Their
reception in a university rather politically leth
-argic was excellent.

On Saturdsy we talked sbout student (end staff )
comtrol., Parmission had been asked on Friday for
an extensior of Student Union hours. Thie was
refused, =s there was no time to arrangefor
axtras porters.  They had been on until 2.00 a.m.
for a ball on Friday. Although the BALL went on
until 2,00, the Free Tniversity had to leave at
10,30 as wsual. On Saturday the meeting decided
to msk for the keye, @ the porters could go home,
This was refused on the grounds that it was impo=

,88ible to convene the appropriste committee, Thim
was not a very big thing, but it is one aspectof

an important issue in Bristol - union members have
little control over the Students' Union, which
ccoupies & lerge and very luxurious building, For
example, the permanent staffl are employed by and
regponaible to the University, not the union. A
mmber of crocial committee meetings are confide-
ntial, and a very straong proteet is needasd to find
out what they have discussed. Alse; once elected,
the onion executive ia under no obligation to imp-
lement “(or try o) proposals and demands from
Union General Meetings, Nor need it explain why
not,

The meeting decided to stay in the union building
until it had finished its discusaion, snd other
eventa planned for Saticrday evening., Although
the chairman of the appropriate committes could
not give us the keys, ha 'said in effect that we
eould it in if we wanted to, which we did.

The sit-in had two objectives, tha Tirst{ to exer-
cise direct control by students over union facil-
ities, the second to invite inte the building
members of the public nermally not sdmitted. It
had emerged clearly from preceding  disoussions
that one barrier to be broken down was that
between students being trained as an elite and
the legs-privileged bot potlentially pnwyrfhl mesa
of society arcund them.

The meeting that night was chsotie, but extremely
valuable, The Free University wis desperately
trying, to find its feet =@ s larme and militant
group. ' Plenty of peeple from outside did in fact
come in, Thus two vital discussiona were Tunning
simul taneously in the same hall, one onorganising
and orienting the sit-in, 4nd one on what socliety
thought of the studentss The frustration this pro-
duced made the meeting very noisy and quite
inconcluaive,

Howewver, it elso presented us then and there with
a major problem of action: how to establish cohe-
rent communication between groups with very diff-
erent interests, all expresaing them very loudly.
We supceeded to the extent that the meetings
did mnot break up in disorder, but concluded
peacefully.

On Sundsy the day was devoted to student affaiirs,
and the discussion produced a set of specific
proposals relating to the Undversity, which the
meeting decided to act upon in the coming academia
year. It was agreed to take direct action only
if these, or proposala like them, could not be
implemented through normel university channels,
Thig later meeting succeedsd in eatablishing two
different but related programmes by which this
movement will be abls to really effect changes in
Briatol. One progremme is coordination between
atudenta and workers baged on, first, a Tregular
bulletin containing accounts of the activities and
struggles of both, and seecondly, on meetings bet-
ween gtudenta' and workera'! erganisations (formal
and informal). The second programme iz eone of
grags=roots action in the form of a social work-
ahop eampaigning on issues such as housing, pov-
erty, race and edocation. One sctivity that is
already planned is a Free 3School in Bristol this
Summer,

To conclude, it sesms to me that the liberation
of dinquiry in higher education as shown by these
events, 18 directly and intimately related to
militant and constructive socialist actionm.

I would finish by pointing out that the views
expregsed in this article are my own, and do not
necesgarily represent the Free University body.




another comment on the Soviet Unio

Ian Hall'a letter in your issue No, 2 takes you
to task for your editorisl comment on the Boviet
role in the Parie talks. I can't see his object-
ipn, Your editorial msde the point that the cont-
inuntion and escalation of the war jeopardises the
present policies of the Soviet leadership, inclu-
ding the policy of pesceful coexistence. If, as I
believe, thiz analysia ia correct them it follows
that the Soviet lesdarship, if they wish thelr
policies +to succeed, must welcome a compromise
solution. Isn Hall does not seek to argue with
your anelysis but merely relates "what a diffic-
ult position HRuseia is in", i.e. she could help
the TVistnamese to achieve victory but omly at the
expense of nuclear war,

As to hia sugeeation of an International Brigade
g3 +the only method of making the United States
pull out of Vietnam, I imagine that if the Vietn-
amese thought that foreign volunteers wonld
assist they would say so. The arguments against
the nse of foreign volunteers seem obvious. The
meéthod of warfare itself précludes them. Guerilla
warfare in both wurban and country districta
aggumes & deotailed knowledge of the locality,
population and its customs and language, as well
as guerilla tactics. Certainly Europeans would be
a% a distinet disadvantage in Vietnam. The use of
foreign volunteers would also be a most welcome
medium of espionage and terroist metivity by the

pnemy. It may also be that the Vietnamese feel
that +the use of foreign volunteers would be
inconaigtent with the essential aim of the natio-
nal liberation struggle, i e., to rid Vietmam of
foreign troopa.

Ian Hall most learn that the most valuable supp-
ort that can be given to the Vietnameas can be
given here at home. By constant struggle to weak-
an and eventually destroy capitelism his actions
will complement those of the Vietnamese.

Henry Montague
(London S.W.6)

Portugal’s Revolutionary Movement

C.Ruy

It took the armed uprising of the Angolan people,
in 1961, ‘to start the revolution among the Fort-
squese anti-fascist forces, Since then  the
militants have refused to take any further
Mismooratio® action (written protests, Tunning
for "election", eto.) against the regime. How
sabotage, kidnappings, strikes and demons trations
are everyday actions in our underground atruggle.
This is not enough, btut it dis as far aa the
biresucrstie leadership of the F.P.L.W. (Frente
Patriotica de Iibertacao Nacional - Patriotie
Front fTor National Iiberation) will go., The
F.P.1.N, is Tormed by &1l the Pertuguesse progras-
aive and revolutionmry forces, among these the
FPortuguese Communist Party, which does averything
it can to oppose revolutionary tacties, This has
driven some forces to form other organisations.
The most important is L.U.A.R. (the word means
"moonlight® in Portuguese!) formed by people
intersated in fighting without any political
plan, This childish attitude, provoked by the
sndleas monologue of +the bureaucracy, is the
gause of L.T.A.R.'s unpopularity among the masses
in spite of ita few military successes, Another
breakaway organisation is the F.A.P., & "maoigt"
group, which dis completely igolated because of
ita dogmatism,

There is no doubt: the F.P.L.N. i the only
organisation rooted in the masses and it will be
the one to lesd the Portuguese revolutionl The
problem is, not to form a new front, but & new
leadership, We have %o uproot any form of
bureaucracy from the P.P.L.N, and form a revol-
utionary leadership, This process. has already
gtarted, but mneeda to be completed as soon a8
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posaible,

HOW TO OVERTHROW THE HEGIME?T

Many marxists have already given a clear reply:
we can deatroy the fascists and imperialist
apparatus only with GUERILLA WARFARE., But where
are the jungles and the sierras (mountains) in
Portugal? Where can the guerillas hide them-
gselves? The colonialist army is totally engaged
in fighting our comrades in Africa, but the
police could easily spot apd destroy any guerilla
in the Portuguese countryside.

Anyway, we can fight an URBAN and SUBURBAN type
of guerilla warfare, This tactic is not nmew and
has already besn proved sucecessful in Burope.
Portugal is "protected® from the inside by the
German Federal Hepublic army, and from the
putside by Pranco's and N.A.T.0.'s armies. Thess
could easily be empioyed against the guerillas
in the deserted countryside, but never in the
densely populated sreas, If this were to happen
it would mean an attack on the masses which could
bring about their large-scale revolt.

We have just learnt two important fects from the
French evente:

1) that the revolution can erupt in Eurcpe - and
if it can erupt it can succeed, cnoe the vanguard
iz united and militant.

2) that the largest number of foreign students
and workers to be expelled by the French regime
wore Portuguese!

This is & clear esign of intermationalism and
militancy. When the revolution will be fought in
Portugal .it will be fought all over Burope. A4ll
the revolutionaries of Eurcpe will be called upon
to fight their own battles in  their own
eountries!



DON'T CALL
US

Antonia Gorton

It would szeem that the next step in the develop-
ment of working class action will be on the part
of women In industry. This development responded
to -sensitively, could have great significance for
the working c¢lass movement ms a whole., It is the
duty of the left to slaborate programmatic
demands, to assist in every way possible.

One of the basic ftencts of marxism has been that
women will -only achieve equality under socialism,
this has permitted many so-called marxists to
leave that "problem" wmtil the revolution,
comrade, Most radicals prefer to ignore the ques-
tion entirely, btut others evolve theorstical
positions such as: "housewives and women in gene-
ral represent a conservative, petit-bourgecias
atrata.”, and "T don't feal that the woman gquest-
ien should be separated from the general
siruggle." And of course there are comrades who
refer to us as "birds" snd deem us suitable for
yroviding intersat at socials, typing doouments,
figtributing leaflets, being in charge of financ-
ial drives, but rarely encourage us to develop
ocurselves theoretically or to consider ocarselves
of leadership papacity. Then there are the more
gubtle forme of disorimination, the over-polits

atbention 4o our ocontributions, the sutomatic
inference that -any fdess & married woman
expresses are those of her husband, eto,, =d

nABEUm.

In- as much ag Black Power stands for ths winming
of self-confidence, confidence to be able to org-
anise, and articulate their demande, then we also
can draw lessons from this experience, In Americae
gne of the initial ateges in the path to this
concept was a campaign by the Black Muslims to
put the Black man hack in history. To educate the
Negro din hia culture, to replace the degradation
of facelessness which the white man had brutally
imposed, One of the features of contemporary
feminine attitude is ber lack of knowledge of the
troe role of women in hiatory, shown most clearly
by the slandercus image of the saffragettes port-

rayed to her. &

SLAVE WAGES
There are almost niné million women workers in
Britain, half of them earn less than five
* shillings an hour. and only one in thirty earns
a8 mich asa 108 an hour, They are discriminated
againet in terms of wages, types of jobe and lack
of union protection, They have little peace of
mind over the welfare of their children, who are
often locked after in overcrowded, unastisfactory
conditions. They are still expected to take full

—

care of the home. The lot of a woman in the lower
economic groups  is shocking to say the least,
forced by economics to work at a menial task,
leaving her children in +the hands of someone
untrained in child-care, burdened with guiltby a
gociety which says her place is in the home while
foreing her out of it. Why do women take 1t? Are
they innately conservative? Are they passive, un-
#illing to be aggressive in demanding their
righta?

It is beyond the scope of this ardicle 1o go into

the historical reasons for the refussl of women
to take their rightful place in soglety during
this period, but it is in order to make a few

generglisations. One of the+ main drawbacke is
that women do not feel any particular solidarity
with one another, their links are broken up by
glass, Tace, job competition and by their indiv-
idual loyalty to tho femily unit. The worlkdng
claas women lack confidence begause of their lack
of " education and inability to arfioulate their
demands; the middle olsss women lack confidence
because of their isdlation in the home and their
lack of social purpose, and women students
exprasa themselvea as satudenta end submerge them-
aplves in that struggle.

LACEK OF LEADERSHTP

And the one overwhelming factor is the lack of
lesderghip. One could safely ssy that Mra. Castle
no longer gualifies as the ond to lead British
womanhood out of the wilderness. Whera is the one
place where women are united, with a common goml?
fn the factory floor. I'm sure thet the strike by
the Ford women workers was not a casual skirmish
in the great class war, the solidarity shown by
other women workers was indicative of similar
santiments on their part. The revolting incident
of the T.G.W.U. branch refusing to nocept a woman
driver sdds fusl to the fire. What is to be done?
Mass civil discbedience may not be on the cards
quite yet, but the modern working class is strong
and inventive and it is trus that working women
have not yet been teated and certainly not
defeated. The forme of the struggle have yet to
be seen, whether they remsin on the shop floor
or spill over into aspects of female life,

The requirements nmow for an extension and deepen-
ing of the struggle are: (1) an,explanation of
the aystem which keeps women in gubjection; (2)
the overthrow of faith in premises and graduslism
(equal pay in '68 not '75); (3) gnity in action
and -purpose, always Temembering class solidarity
before sex sclidarityy {4) conerite demands such
as: equal pay, free nurseries sttached +to the
place of work, no logs of seniority due to mater-
nity leave, minimum wage, more unioh organisation
in the service industries.

The May Day Manifesto Group sponsored a meeting
in Coventry in June which was attendsd by 60
women incloding women shop stewarda to discuss en
equal rights campaign., In Nottingham, a modest
atart has been made with a group of women, under
the initiative of INTERNATIONAL, who have come to=
gether to work on this question. It dswvital-
ly necessary for politieally conscious women
to involve themeelves in this movenent
to help to educate the new 3layers whowill
almost certainly be drewn in and give direction
to them. Men must giwe support and encouragement
in the knowledge that a dynamic movement on the
part of this one-third of the working population
can move mountaine - even change society., To
promote & glogan of "Woman Power" may be
rremature but certainly not inapplieable,
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After six days of wiolent clashes with polige
in Berkeley, California, more than 5,000 student
demonstrators peacefully assembled July 4 to take
possession of Telegraph Avenue, the territory
they had defended with barricades only a few days
before,

The confrontation began June 29 when police moved
in with olubs and tear gas against a demonstra-
tion of more +han a thousand persons called by
the Young Socialist Allisnce to protest azainast
de Gaulle's ben on revolutionary youth and working
clasas organisations in France. In accordance with
legal requirements, a permit had been secured for
gound equipment to be used in a sidewalk rally.
The copas declared the Tally illegal, using the
axpuse that a few people had sat down in the
gireet.

Peter Camejo, Socialist Workers Party candidate
for U.3, Senate for Californis and a leader of
the demonstration, was addressing the crowd when
the police made their move. In an intsrview that
sppearad in the July 12 issue of the socialist
weekly THE MILITANT*, Camejo described what foll-
owed 1

ELIZAEFETH HARNES: How did the struggle in Berkel-
ey begin?

PETER CAMEJD: The six-day battle that just took
place in Berkeley began with a police attack on a
demomstration organised by the Young Socialist
Alliance in solidarity with the French students
and workers. The demonstration was called for
Haste and Telegraph Avenus because thia is the
beat loecation for a political relly in the campus
community. When we called it, we took all the
legal steps needed. We got a sound permit, the
only permit you need for a sidewslk rally.

Various organisations were supporting this rally
in sddition %o the YTSA. Among them were the
Peace ond Freedom Party, Black Panther Party, the
Movement, the Independent Socialist GClub, the
PTricontinental Student Association, the Iranian
gtudents and other groupa.

Black Panther leader Huey P. Newton sent a letter
from prison to ths rally.

It had been decided at two open meetinga held to
plan the demonstration that we would try to keep
the street clear. So the monitors moved gquickly
to get people out of the street.

At one point, though, there were a few people who
ran out in the street and sat down.

It was a small incident, but the police used it
ag a pretext to claim that they had to disperse
the érowd and 20 or so cope moved down the street
toward the demonstration. The police then annou-
nced that the gathering was an "unlawful sssembly™

# We have published extracts only from this inte-
rview. Resders interested in further information
should get the July 12 and July 19 issuea of THE
MILITANT, the, latter has an gxcellent pieture sup=-
plement on the question., THE MILTTANT can be got
from Pionear Book Service, 8, Toynbes 3t., London
B.l., coating 1/~, plus 34 postage.
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THE BATTLE OF BERKELEY

photo by Ron Alexander
MASS MEETING. Peter Camejo addressing decision-making

and ordered everyome +to leave. I then asked
that Msyor Johnson and Police Chief Besle, who
were in the crowd +o step forward eo thatwe
could discuss and work out the situation withouts
police attack. The mayor refused to come forward
but the chief of police did.

By that time the monitors were lined up, linked
arm in arm, along the street and everyons was on
the sidewalk, T pointed this ocut to the chiefl of
police and asked him on what basis he could att-
ack our demonstratiomn, and to please recomBider.
He sagreed to that, and asked for two minutes to
think it over. He and several other policemen
walked off to discuss it, but when they ocames back
they repeated their stand that the rally waa
"illegal".

"D0 NOT DISPERSE"

0f course, nobody left. And & line of ministers
lined wp in front of the police and pleaded with
them mnot to atteck. When the police started teo
move againat the crowd, the monitors told people
to withdraw rather than engoge the police direct-
ly, but mot to disperse or leave the area,

The police then did something which waa new for
Berkeley = they opensd up with tear gas. That's
when the fighting began. A8 the crowd began to
run, <the police ran after them. The demonstra-
tore in some cases began to build barricades to
defend themselves, with wood fromconstruction
gites or whatever they could get their hands on.

Then the police used & new tactic we've never
geen hera before. They would enter an area where
people were gathered, and Irom speeding cars,
sometimea going as fast as 30 or 40 milea an hour
thay would launch grenades. It was dangerous at
this time +to be young and to be walking in the
streets in any sizable group, because these car-
loads of police could attack at any tima,

E.B.: How did you get organised to fight this
attack by the polioe?



5 phato by Bon Alexander
VICTORY CELEBRATION. July 4 rally on Telegraph Ave
P.C.t It was clear that the police had violated
our constitutional right to free asasembly. The
very presence of the police, the fact that they
were masaing two blocks up from the rally, intim-
idated people from coming.

The mnext day a mase meeting waa called to chart
plans for protesting the police attack. PFive
hundred people came.

At this rally I took the position that we had to
fight for our rights, that rights are never given
and that you have to win them by fighting for
them, and that in order to win we would have to
taks direct action.

We then decided to go iInto the Telegraph and
Hasate srea to begin another rally. We had &
sound permit that coversd that ares. We marched
down Telegraph and filled the street arcund Haste
and Telegraph., As a reault, that whole section
of Telegraph becams blocked off, and pretty scon
a rock band brought by the Reaistance came and
atarted playing.

Then it became evident that police were beginning
to mass in the erea. At the =zsme time the crowd
grew much larger, Hundreda and hundrads of
people, primarily students, began to pour into
the aree +to back wup those already there. We
estimate there were around 2,000 people,

BARRICADES

Barricades began to go up a8 people began to sesk
ways tc slow up any police advance, They used
sawhorses, trash cans, beams from construction
sitea, news stands, whatever was around,

The police came by surprise - they charged down
the street at us with no advance warning, and
this began. the second night of fighting, whioh
was shorter but much more intensive than the

night before, The astudents

fought much harder,

and young peopla

During the evening the banks and other large
businesses had their windows broken. There was
sporadic fighting throughout the town. Feople

went down to the business district.

From the beginning of the police raid, the cops
were indiscriminate in whom they attfacked. They
continued this policywhen they fanned ocut through
the town. In the south campus area, for example,
police would suddenly pull wup mext to people
who were standing outside their homes - many of
them who were jJjust curious and had come out to
gee what was going on. The cops would apeed over
Jump out and start beatimg them yp, They would
aven chase  people inside their housea and start
beating them up.

Thege endless attacks and police havassment of
people began to turn the tide of public opinion
in favour of the demonstratora.

CORFEN
The next day a curfew was declared., The curfew
was based on a law which was' originally concedived

during . the Second World War for the purpose of
protecting the area during air raids. With-the
curfew 'beginning, we knew we were at a new stage

of the fight.

We marched down the street to city hall and held
a meeting there. Then we decided to try to enter
the curfew ares as a protest againat the surfew.

It was this day that we pgtarted to suffer an
increased number of arrests. The rally poon dis-
integrated whan the mayor appeated, and many small
groups who left ended up fighting the copa.

The faoct that we did demonstrate on this day was
crucial, because if we had decided not to come
out that day, it would have given the impression
that the curfew would breask the movement. At the
game time, we were in the difficult situation of
knowing that the relationship of forces was very
unfavourable to us. We only had about 500 people
in the streets at the time'we acted,

Saturday was ecrucial to ashow we could fight
Sunday was a stalemate, in my opinion, end then
Monday we opemed up a whole new strategy, which
brought ws to victory.

We called off all demonstrations for Monday, Tues-
dey and Wednesaay and simply declared we would go
through all the procedures needed to get Tele-
graph closed for Thursdsy, July 4. The mass meet-
ing where all this was decided was held on campus
because no ope had given us a place

= putside -




to meet. This meeting showed the movement's
repid growth, the sympathy that we were getting.
The curfew had continued to turn the tide some
what in our favour - more than we had realised.

Between 1,200 snd 1,500 people turned up for this
meeting, One thing that was clear was that the
student commmity was now beginning to enter the
struggle in greater numbers. There are only 9,000
students on campus during the sumer, and we
estimated that about 900 of the people at that
meeting were students.

It was agreed at this meeting that the next
gotion would be to gather at the city council
meeting the next day to hear the debate on the
demande we were making. The mayor, under pressure
from the movement, hed ggreed to hold an open
meeting of the council.

COUNCIL MEETING

So many people turned out for the council meeting
that they had %o change meeting places’at the
last mirmute. We presented three main proposals’
40 the council. The firat was that the curfew be
lifted completely. The second was that the Peace
and Freedom Party proposal to hold & referendum
for & police control-boerd be placed om the ball-
ot, and the third was, of course, the closing of
Telagraph for the July 4 rally.

During the council wmeeting, which lasted eight
hours, between 50 and 100 people got up and
expressed their views on what was happening, with
95_per cent, of them being completely favourable
to our proposals.

When the guestion finally came to a vote, the
regult was a five-to-four vote against us, denying
us Pelegraph Avenue for a rally on the 4th, { They
offered us a different site for the rally.) Of
there was aon immediate outory agsinat

course, A
this by everyone present, Howaver, the council
also had voted to lift the ourfew. We called &

mems meeting that evening in the same hall whers
the city council had held ite meeting, Claa? _tu
2,000 people cams, making it the largest decision
-malcing movement meeting in the history of Barke-
ley, The mesting was almos® unanimous in favour
of our proposal, which was a simple one: that the
city council'a rejection of allowing us Telegraph
fverme hai becoms a symbol - the block on Tele-
graph and the date of July 4 has become & aymbol
- for our rtight of sssembly and our right %o
have s say over what happensd to us, and for the
right %o organise te fight for the thingswe
believe in.

In arguing for the propossl, 1 made the point
strangiy that if we stood tough and showed we
wmere ready to fight for our rights, we would win
to our side all the people who wers wavering - and
we would bring to bear such pressure on the eity
souncil that it couldn't be ruled out that mem-
bers of the city council would capitualate before
Thursday. This was especially frue if we made it
clear that we were ready to fight. But if we had
begum to eapitulate, they would have intenaified
their attask on us, instead of the other way
ground, The next morming, when the city eouncil
mat snd reconsidered the gquestion, they did switch
and voted five +to three to give us the Avenue,
Thus ended the six days of fighting in the street
and with the oity council.

E.B,: What waa the role of the YSA in all of this?

P.C.1 Much of the press and TV and the newspapers
played up this whole thing ae a purely YSA action.

Thia is inmccurate, and it reflects a tendanocy on
the part of the press to try to redbait the wholm
thing. The ¥SA, in actual numbers, was but a
gamall fraction of the people involved in the aot-
iona. But, throughout the six days, YSlera were
extremely active and 1in many places played the
key role in doing the work fo build the movement.

After the original rally initiated by the TSA, we
did everything possible to build the protest
as big as possible, to broaden its base of supp-
ort, to work +to bring in every group and every
individual that could be gotten to participate
in every aspect of the work. By doing thia, we
wanted to keep any group from completely domin-
ating the action. We saw everything as a mov-
ament thing, and tried to organise every actionas
a movement thing, i

E.B.: What were the other groups involved?

P.C.: Actually, the majority of people who part=
ioipated did not belong to any group. The main
groups which took part were the Young Socialist
Allismce and BSocialist Workers Farty, the Peace
and TFreedom Party, snd the Independent Socislist
Club, many of whose members are alsc members of
the Peace and Freedom Party.

E.B.: What do you think were the main politiecal
iseues in the struggle?

F.Cut 0Of course, the specific issue involved was
the right of masembly, but behind this - and this
is important - are other issusa: the right to
have an antiwar movement, the right for the Bark-
eley movement to have the right to struggle ag-
ainst the oppresaion of the black community.

So¢ concentrating on this specific guestion - of
that one block and opening it up - did not in-any
way out across the other struggles, ut on the
contrary will strengthen those struggles and the
nunber of people participating in them,

Alap, orucial to the struggle was the fact that
every tactie and turn was based on the guestion
of how to win over mass support: mmess support in

the atreeta and mass support in terms of public
opinion.
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letters from

Nick Howard
& Sid Bidwell
plus editorial reply

The term sectarian appears too frequently in your
otherwise excellent journal. Is anyons who diff-
ers from you a sectarian? How else are we to
arrive at correct policies and analyses except by
exchange of different viewpoints? Your article
on Black Power in the July issue provides little
in the way of analysis and does little to explsin
the policy of Black Power. By lifting one word
out aof context from the June SOCTIALIST WOREER
article you distort the argument that ultimately
the negro cannot win alone. "Black Power is corr-
ect description of the situation as the working
negro sees it from the ghetto, where the only
whitea he encounters are copa and employera,”

International Socislism would certainly encourage
the formation of Black Power movements in Britain
against cops and employers. But, we maintain,
that in iteelf the slogen is dangerous, i.e,,
teken without a class analysis and & revolutionary
policy. Do we follow the Floyd McKissick line in
the GStates of all-black businesses, or the line
once propounded by Trotaky of all black breskaway
states in the U.5.7 Ernie Tete's remarks that the
white worker is not even capable of defending his
own living conditions, together with the implic-
ation that white militants are all becoming
militant racialiste is a slur that is entirvely
undeserved when the number of strikes is rising
and particular sections 1ike Ford workers are
showing a re-awakened will to struggle.

By all means letusall, Black and White, organise
with the maximm effectiveness arcund our partic-
ular struggles. But alee let us keep in mind the
urgent need to link up these struggles and create
unity. If a alogan like Black Fower creates
digunity in some cases, then use it carefully,
and not like Mr Tate, ss the test for sectarians,
with the unthinking demand: are you foror against
1t7

Nick Howard

Tours fraternally
(Sheffield)

BLACK POWE

Nick Howard complains sbout the deseription"sect-
erian” in relation to International Socialicm
group's position on Black Power. Actuslly the
article made it olear that the IS positiom was
better than that of the SLL or the British
MILTTANT, tut the formulations he uses to oppose
our line are typicelly sectarian,

For & satart, the remarks about Floyd McKisaick
are A& Ted herring, since not gll Black Fower
militents believe in black businegses. Are we
advocating this by supporting the genersl 1ine of
Blagk Power? It is for the black militanta to
decide the relevancy of such uteplan proposals,

Then, he saym: "International Socislism would
cartainly engourage the formation of Black Power

Have just read your July issue: I regard the con-
cept of Black Power imported to the British sit-
uation &8 complete unmarxisn bunk, In the sense
that it is teken to mean negro unity in the areas
of the world wherg there ig a conscious state
"Apartheid® direction, it is fessible - but even
there, dangerous semantics.

What the hell are you postulating. Does  sidn
colour determine haw a poor black struggles sgai-
net a rich blaek? If, in Britain, a negro worker
was employed by a rich Indian - what then? The
Black Power stuff does not stand up to the flims-
iest of study let alone deep analytical soient-
ific and dialectical method used by Marx and his
cvutatanding followers, such as Trotaky.

Conoretely in Britain it makes the work of conv=
inoing ill-educated white workers in Britain that
akin pigment has nothing to do with human values,
all that much harder. Of course, I am not saying
that Black Power is the exnct eguation of White
Power (supremism, ets.) Black Powsr is a muddled
enti-marxian ecall and is alien to scientific
socialist concepta,

Most coloureds in Britain belond to the working
class, The future-of that clase and its role in
gocialist developmdnt, gradusl or revolotionary,
will be determined by the temper and ability of
the trade union movement. The future 3f that
movement resis in its ability to forge bonda of
unity betweed all wege and salaried workers,
Bleck Power 1B a separatist sall unrelated to
British economic forces, therefore unmarxisn, In
my memory the SWP, in the U.S. operating im a
totally different climate with nothing like the
socialist influences of the British trade union
movement, has always heen glad to enrol & few
negroes struggling agrinst Jim Crowiom,

The chief orime of Black Power in Britain and
talk of "white monkeys" is to get white workers
thinking of "black monkeya™, It is therefore
inimical to the unifying interests of the British
workers and, in turn, about as Unmarxian as you
gan g=t & as=t of words,

Tours sincerely Sid. Bidwell, M.P,
House of Commons.

Southall)

P.5. Where were the black workers when T snd Stan
Bewens led the march Jgulnst raciam end faacism,
Sunday last week? (July T)

DISCUSSION

movementa in Britain against the cops and employ-
ers. But we maintdin that in itself the slogan
is dangerousd, i.e.;taken without n class analysia
end & revolutionary policy.”

What he is saying is: unless the black militants
sccept our ideas and programme they will be dang-
eTOUS,

This opposes formally correct ideas to the Teal
life struggle, which whatever its weakmesses, is
the thing we must start from to understand Black
Fower. It is posaible +to sasy the same shout
trade union militants who limit their struggle to
economic demande - or tenants' movements - or any
movement of partial sirugzle against the effects
of capitalist soclety. 1




Thie is. the point: Black Power is a partial stru-
gele which mobiligpea black people on the basis of
problems which affect only them, and therefore
againat which only they can mobilise effectively.

It is ‘therefore quite permiesible to support
organisations whose memberahip, or leadership, ia
exclusively black, if they are concerned with
tackling the problems of black people. This does
not mean that & revolutionary movemant could
operate in such a way, since it is concerned with
fighting for g1l the exploited, but support for a
Black Power movement does not exclude the build-
ing of such an organisation - they just have
different tasks. Since black people, for histor-
ical remsons, are doubly exploited, as workers
and as black people, it is only natural that they
ahould have special organs of struggle to combat
racist exploitation.

0f oourse, the Black Power mnovemenit expresses
many idess which marxists would regardag mistaken
- a5 do militant trede unionist and tenants' org-
gnigations, Put if we are to help them to over-
come these obstacles we must firet take a clear
firm standon the struggle which they are carrying
out mow, Solidarity with Black Power is thus a
pra-requisite if we are to intervene in the pro-
cese of radicalisation which British imperialiest
racialism is fomenting among black workers.

We szay that Black Fower is s partisl demand and
for marxists this cen have two edgea.

In the catering trade the dem=mnd for a 40- hour
week would be important to mobilise and organise
the workers, but in the civil service this demand
would be useless. In other words the relevance
of partial demands is determined by the stage of
the struggle at which they are advanced. Not only
that, but they must be related to the ability of
revolutionaries to participate in and lesd strug-
gles sround them, and so change the consclcusnesa
of the workers invelved. This is the essence of
transitional demsnds. And this is why Trotsky
guggested gupport for the setting up of black
breakaway states in the United Stetes. But, and
ha made this very very clear comrade Howard, only
if the mass of the black people desired this; and
as part of = campaign to mobilise black pecple in
struggle againat U.S. capitalism.

T ry— |
Can we ask Nick Howard two gquesticns? Rl

1} Do you support workers'ocontrol? Are you aware
that the German bourgeoisie once constitutional-
jised workera' councils 7 In order to immobilise
the masa movement which had spawned them, of
course, but does that make the demand for workers
control a "dangerous™ slogan in Britain todsy?

Of courss nod, ani yet this is a partial dcmand,
ginne it does not in iseclation pose the guestion
of the workers taking powar.

2) What was your attitide to the Black Power mil-
itsnta when they took over CARD? Did you support
the ousted white liberals who have been Inocapabla
of stemming the tide of racialism in Britain? Or
did you support the black militants, who with all
their red book waving and dramatic statements
really want to kick racism in the guts? Or did
you support the people who were instrumental in
getting the legislatdion passed which put Mithaal
Abdul Malik in gaol and allows Colin Jordan to
carry on his activities? Or were you neutral?
Mad you stand sloof from this melee? TIf you did,
pur charge of sectarianiam would be confirmed
because this happens to be where the struggzle to
build sn anti-raci=t orgauisationis taking place.
In fact, we have the impressicn that IS was happy
shen the black militants won that fight.

It was insvitable thatthe Black Fower issue would
cause a deep disoussion among marxists, and com-
rade Howard's letter is & healthy and legitimate
part of this.

Not so Mr. Bidwell's letter, With impatience not
unmixed with intolerance, aml with self- assurance:
not unmixed with arrogance, he berates "Blasck
Power bunk",

He has the gall to presume to lecture us on marx-
ismy & dingle example will show how far he is from
the philosophy of marxism.

In a letter which Marx wrote in 1870, he refers
to the antsgonism between British workers and
Irigh immigrants, and analyses how this was the
produst of British imperialist domination of
Ireland. In A& lucid sentence he says: "Thia
antagoniam is the secret of the impotence of the

continued on page 14

the two faces of Labour’s right wing......

How deep are the Roots?

Ray Gunter, explaining on television his reasons
for resigning from the Labour Government, apoke
‘of the growing gap between the administration and
the working clasa, He urged the need for the
Party to get back to the grass roots. With all

this no-one will disagree, least of all socigl-

iats, What they will guestion, however, is Gunter
aa the self-appointed champion of a return to
working oclasa politics.

In the oourse of the interview, Gunter claimed
that he, as Minister of labour, was able to talk
to trade unionists because he was one of them.
What he meant, of course, is that as an old-time
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George Cunvin

trade union bureasucrat, he was able to meet him
fellow-bureaucrats on egusl terme. Between them
they ecould =agres on conpromises which fook no
note of the demands of the rank and file,

The resagna for the growing chasm between the
workers and the Govermment ere simple. lLabour was
returned to power because the great majority of
the working olass expected from a Labour Govern-
mant, if not socialism, at least a substantial
improvement in their living and working standardas,
Instead they got a curb on wage increases and un-
employment, while prices socared and profite rose.
They expected esn expansion of social serviceaj
instead they got preseription charges.
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#hils all thess anti-working class policiss were
being Tushed onto the statute book, Mr. Ray Gunt-
er remsined a member of the Cabinet. Mot a peep
out of him to indicste that he was in any way in
disagreement, On the contrary! He oconstantly
threatened draconic action o ocurb the workers!
right to strike., He was particularly witriolic
about wunofficial atrikes, Few will forget his
out<burat at the Weet London Air Terminal during
the atrike of airport porters. "Disgusting waa
the word he used when he fomd he hed to carry
his own luggage,

Az chairmsn of the Labour Party's disciplinary
committee, Mr. Ounter took the lead in witch-
hunting critics of the Government'a policy cut of

of capitalist society,

the Farty or preventing them from becoming Parl-
iamentary candidates. Few who were prezent at the
Blackpool gconfercnce in 1965, will farget how
Gunter, as chairman, stifled the expression of
left-wing opinion,.

If there is that gap betwesn workers and gOvern-
ment, it is Gunter and his former colleagues in
the Cabinet who have created it. No-ome wil be
deceived by his crocodile tears and his expressad
desire to ~eturn to the "folk from whence I came M
H= lnng ago deserted his folk for the flesh-pots
Iabour will rveturnto
its grass roots only whem it is finally purged of
its Gunters and all they stand for.

The Mind Of Desmond DO nn0||y Charlie Van Gelderen

Anyone who wants to make a gerionz atudy of what
iz wrong with the TLebour Farty could dgefully
study the aspeeches and writings of Desnond
Donnelly, M.P. for Pembrokeshire.

Mr. JDonnelly, of course, is a notorisus criticof
the Wilson administrations but we must not desl
with this at length, What we are concerned with
at the momsnt is the gquestion: How i3 it that s
party which atill considers itself "socialist"
could contain & person with the views of Desmond
Donnelly within it -ranka for all these years? If
we could find an answer to thia, we would know
what is wrong with the party, For years left-wing
eritics of the leadership, who wanted to zee a
more sggreasive socialist polioy pursued by the
Labour Party, have been cither witch-humted or
else bribed with office. Those, like Donnelly,
¥ho wanted s party which pursued o policy no
differsnt from that of the Tories, =re left free
to continue thedr acts of asbotoge,

It 1s no accident that Mr. Donnelly should have
chesen this pariicular moment in history to take
leave of the labour movement. There are plenty of
grecendents for this. At every perind when th
working class shows signs of losing faith in the
traditional pariies, prominent loaders have broken
away and formed rival parties - parties which
wnatever the original intentions of the traitors,
aventually cmerged as fasoist partias. Mussaling
in Italy, Doriot in France, and Mosloy in Britain
are the most famous of these, Of :ourse, Domnelly
only qualifies as a leader in his own estimation
but he, no doubt, has these historic precedsnta
in mind.

Pasedam i3 not necessarily symonymous with rapise
lism, Italian faselsm flourished for nearly two
degades, wuntdl it allied ditself with Hitlar,
®ithout recourse to racislism, The main task of
faaclem is to destroy the labour movement snd to
destroy parlismentary democracy which, with its
"freadom” for politleal parties, provides the best
soil for the growth of the labour movement, To
achieye these objectives it must create a mass
movement as a counter-attraction to the mzas pETr-
ties of the working clssn, This movement acta as
magnet for all the discontented slements in soce
iety, the small shopkeepers, heavily preassd by
the super-markets and giant chain atores, unsmpl-
oyed workers, 2te, In particular, of gourse,
it perves the interests of big busineas from whom
it also gete ite finencial rescuroes.

When Donnelly left the Labour Party he announced
his insention to start a crussde, 40 wake up
Britain. This is typical lamguage of the feecist

demagogue. He aleso mnapifested the treditional

fescist conception of the "leader®, At & dinner
given far him by Pembroke Labour Party some time
afo, the cocktail aticks bore the lsgend "Donnel-
ly for Pembroke and the Nation™,

Be recently explained his views in an intervies
with PENTHOUSE, 2 magnvine which eaters far me-
#ho like pistures of naksd women and correspeni-
ence ‘about corporal punishment; Mo doubt 1t is
amongr  thoese  peepls that he expects to find the
nuelel for his fusure mass following, In this
interview he mekes hisz position quite c¢lear, He
is -oppoged o any Curther nationalisation,
somprehensive education, a free National Health
3arvice and what ho culls "confiscatory taxatiom"
of the rich, He wants to maintain Britein's mili-
tary commitments ensl of Saes and the alliance
with the United States, In %ypical fascist
fashion, he wants to streamline the trade unions,

¥hen  the PENTHOUSE interviewer suggested that a
great deal "of what you'va been saying could bel-
ong din_ a Tory programme”, he did not dissgree,
The only reason why he was not in the Conserva-
tive Party was that he "really wants to do these
things" while the Tories only talked about e A
find.... that I have more in common with rizht-
wing Tories, like Julian Amery, than with the so-
called progressive Tories....."

The key %o Donnelly's thinking Iies in his almis-
8ilon that for many years he has been paacciated
with big business - with Dayid Bromn, 3 very large
engineering assoclation, with the great Fhillipe
electronic combine, and with Britain's largest
commercial ‘bank, "This has taurht me much more
than I've been able to help then", he sald., Ae
now gees his role a3 serving the ipterests of big
buginess but, of course, he idantifies this witk
serving Britain,

#e end this article with the gaMe guazbion we
asked in the beginning: Why was Deamond Donnaliy
allowed to remain in  the Lakbour Party for 2o
long? Thers are, of course, othere sho share his
views. The Labour Party will not find its way back
to 1its working class origins until it has” purged
1taelf of these slements,
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lessons of french events

‘Tt is diffitult +to exaggerate the opportunity There are rich lessons in this for the British

. 1ost in the recent French events, For a period working class - lessons which will be discussad
the Prench state machine had disintegrated and by all sections of the left for a long time.
the way was clear to the overthrow of French cap- . Those who have given up the revolutiopary path
italism - that the result would have bean a work- seem t0 have been impelled further to the right
ers! regime there can be no doubt: the workars by the French events: witness the MORNING STAR
held the factoriss and there were tens of thou- and THIFUNE both blaming the ultra-lafts forthe
ends  of people on the street ready and willing election losses in France, What would these gen-
to initiate a revolution; the police were on the +lamen have said about Lenin had they been around
verge of striking, and the conscript army could in 17177
not be relisd upon. All sections of the community
had completaly lost confidemce In the regime. To Wa will return to these questions in the future,

demy that there was a revolutionary situation but pow we warmt to concentrate on one aspect:

‘in France, as the French Communist Party did that of appealing for suppert for our collaborai-
(echoed by its British counter-part), was to fly ors, the now-banned JCR, As we went to press the
in the face of thes ABC of social science,. news came through that Alain Erivine (v is well-

imown to many readers of INTERNATIONAL for his
L worksrs! state in France would haye decisively activities in the Vietnam war campaigns) and his
changed the relationsiip of forces betwsen world Wl fe, Michelle, have been arrested by the French
revolution and world reaction. It would have police, They are accused of trying to re-form
sparked off a proceas which would have rapidly the JCR., Several other of their comrades have
led to the overthrow of many other capitalist been arrested and accused of the same thing,.
states, The perspective of democratisation in
the existing worksrs'! states would have been Wa ars surs that the comrades of the now-bammed
vastly strengthensd, With an advanced country JCR will play an important role in building the
torn from the capitalist world the prospects for party in France which will isad to the overthrow
the industrialisation of the third world would of capitalism in that country. This is precisely
+have been spesded-up immensely. It is only by why the autheritles are persecuting them, Our
cataloguing the lost oppertunitiss that we can solidarity with the JCR is, thersfore, mot merely
gauge the extent of the treachery of the Franch a question of internationmalism: we are striking a
Commmist FParty in opposing a revolutionary ans- blow for socislism in Britain too. Belng persec-
war to the Frenmch crisis, But this party got its utad by the state machine places great burdens on
reward: the disastrous defeat it suffered in the revolutionariess - it is diffieult for many of
glections was predictable and justly deserved, them to follow their normal professions andany
Once again it has been proven that those who activities they take partin are doubly expensive,
choose +the “parliamentary road to sgciallsm" are An international fund has been set up to assist
putting off ‘socialism until the Oreek calends, the ecomrades of +the banned JCR. Contributions
from Britain should be sent to: Renate Prince, ¢/o
Put the French working class remains undefeated: FIACK IMARPF, 7, Carlisle S5t., London W. l. C
it 4is confident of power and ability to win
concessions, Tens of thousands of young people Msssagss of support and resclutions protesting
lsarnt the lesson of revolution, Thus, thers are against the arrests and bamning of the JCR (and
favourable cireumstances for building the missing the other ten revolutionary organisations) are
factor in the Fraench eventa: the revolutlonary urgently needed. Send them to M. wan Ceulen, 111

party. While May, 1968, may go down as France's Ave. Se Brussels, 8, Balgium,
19057, it should not be necessary to walt twelve
years.for her "1917".

continued from page 12

m
Erglish working ilass...." What is his * prog=- In this paragraph is contained all the cowardice,
ramme of action? "Hegce it is the task of the chauvinism and bigotry which has marred the work-
Interfational everywhére to put the conflict are movement in Britain - it is not the British
between England and - Ireland in the preground and workera' fault that they are racist, we are told,
everywhere to side openly with Ireland. And it if the black workers would act modestly all would
is the special task of the Central Council in be well. One question, ¥r. Bidwell: who started
London to nwaken a consciousness in the English i$? You know guite well that the growth of the
workers that for them the national emancipation Black Fower idea has been in proportion and reaoc-
of Ireland.... is the first condition for their tion to the growth of raciam in Britain.
pwn emancipstion®, How does Mr. Bidwell see the
problem? Black Power, he says, ".,.mskes the work If Marx had employed this method he would have
of convincing.... white morkers in Britian that denounced +the United Irishmen and the PFenians,
gkin pigment has nothing to do with human values, gnd since he was always more gonsistent than Mr.
all that much harder.” Bidwell, he would have called for the deportation

of the Irish.
How inconvenient! Instead of remaining respect-

ably qiiet in the face of mounting racism, and Typical of Mr, Bidwell!s arrogance is his post-
relying on Mr, Bidwell to soothe the lumpen soum seript demanding to kmow the location of the black
who follow Powell, the black workers are organis- workers when he was leading & march sgainat rac=-
ing movements of thoss they know they can rely ism, Why should the black militants follow gush
upon: themselves. & man? What has ha to offer? What has he done

to help organise in Southall?
Theit crime, you see, is their talk of "white

monkey" which gets white workers “thinking of By their absence, the black militants gave the
"hlack monkeys". most lucid answer possible,
“ /
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Monopoly Capital

Monopoly Capital by Faul M. Sweszy and the late
Paunl A, Baren 12 an dimportant and extremely
readable book, well worth the modest 8/6 that it
coats. It is an sttempt by marxists to explain
the functioning of the capitaliet system in the
United 8tates., Purther it attempte to explain
aspects of Amorican society - its foreign policy
and +the erisia in the educational asystemj the
militant upsurge of the Negro movement and the
risa of mental illness in terms of their socio-
economic roota.

TECHNIQUE AND METHOD

In conjunction with technigues that have been
developing in the last few decades, Baran and
Sweezy use a methodological concept mainly assoc-
iated with marxian thought. What distinguishes
their economic snnlysis from an orthodox economie
analysis is the division of the grosa national
product inte "socisl necessary costs" and "econ-
omlc surplus". For orthodox egonomic analysis
the coat of producing a given total product is
equal +to the walue of that product, zven when
total product falle below full capacity level.
It is impossible to identify the surplus unless
economic sgociety ia vicwed a8 a whole. Which is
why the oconcept of the surplua is integral to
marxian economic method and totally foreign to
orthodox sconomic method.

MATRN THESIS

The suthors show, in MONOPOLY CAPITAL, that the
dominsnt corporations in the United States are so
gtrong that they ocan practiocally stop price
competition and oprice ocutting, But that tech-
nological innovation continues at the same time,
and the dominant corporations continue to reapond
t0 incentives for cutting production coste. Thie
produces an even larger gap between production
coets &nd selling prices and aa a result profits
tend to dincresse sharply. A3 Baran and Sweezy
put it: "The economic surplis tends to grow
conetantly™. BPut the monopolies must dispose of
the surplus &nd the normal outleta for surplua
absorption ssem to be blocked. Consumption by
capitaliets does not grow at an ever increased
pace. Productive invesiment cannot grow at such
a pace, a8 this would create an ever bigger
surplua absorption problem, Conseguently new
means of absorption must be found.

These, which have developsd since the firat, and
especially the second, world wars, are

1; Stepping up of the sales effort;

2) an expansion of the means put at the  dieposal
of civilian govermmenty and

3) An expansion of military expenditure.

ROLE OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE

One weakness of MOROPOLY CAPITAL ia the authora!’
fallura +to deal with the exploitation of labour
by capital and their consequent failure to deal
with the capitelist need +o increase relative
surplus calus, They point out that in the United
States reserves of labour dropped during the
Becond World War and this 4in turn led to an
improvement in the living standards of poor
people, to quote the authors: "nothing short of

dramatie.” They continue to etate that in the
fifties: "unemployment crept steadily upward, and
the charscter of the new technologies of the post
war period sharply sccentuated the disadvantages
of the ungkilled and gsemi-akilled workera."” This
was due to new technologies, That for ten years
real wages in the Unjited GStates stagnated as
compared with all other fmperialist countries and
that the incresse in profit during thiz pericd
was & result of the increasd in relative sorplus
value thus produced. Therefore by excluding from
their analysis of monopoly capitalism the con-
tinucua struggle of the capitalist clsss 1t
maintain and increase the rate of exploitation of
the working olssa, Baran and Sweezy put thelr
whole economic concepf of the present functionming
of the oapitalist sYymtem outside the reaim of
contending social forces, That 1ia, outside the
realm of the class struggle. They therefore deny
any validity to the anti-capltalist potential of
the American working class.

Yevertheless, this bogk, writien with s clarity
of ‘thoiight and expreasion that is difficult *to
find on & subject =0 complex, considerably
enriches the field of marxiszt economic analysia.

Martin Turner
* MONOPOLY CAPITAL: an essay on the American
aconomic and socisl order, by Faul A. Baran and
Paul M, Sweezy. Originally published by Monthly
Aeview Press. Now published by Penguin st 8/6d.

The last Great Cause

Booka about the Spanish Civil War have usually
fallen into three pategories: serious marxist
analyzes of the situationy scontemporary acoeunts
written: from & C.P. point of view, including &
hefty percentoge of "joy it was..."; weapons in
the cold war that were lovingly prepared by
western Intelloctuals to msake people realise that
ideas lead to revolutions, that revolutions end
in tyranny and that it is therefore safer to
roclaim an end to ideology.

Stanley Weintraub's book escapes from the usual
categories, He has traced, sympathetically, tha
involvement of the intelleotusls in the Spanish
Civil War. His method is reportage; poems, prose
and letters of those involved are quoted =&t
length. In this wny &ll three tendenciesare
allowed +to appear mnd some idea is given of the
complexity of response to the messy, heroic snd
betrayed atruggle thnat was Spaing from André
Marty's "sanatorium" at Alcala de Henares, where
the Bussisn firing souads worked overtime to
Tiguidate the trotskyists and anarchists, to the
Catalonian villages where they solemnly sboliahed
moneyj from tragic and dedioated figures like
Cornford and Caldwell to Errol Flynn over for &
quick publicity stunt; the book menages to encom-
pass all this. This book ia worth buying.

R.Kirk

¥ "The Last Great Csuse", published by W.H. Allem
price 51};"- e




RACGIALISM IN BRITAIN

The Tory "revolt"™ over the Hace Helations Act and
the reaction of the Conservative Party leadership
to this question camnot be understood in terms of
a ruling clese plot. There has been too much
simplistic thinking on the left on this gatter,
Many who call themselves marxrists have thrown away
one of the basic mathods inmarxist thinking - that
of trying to analyse the contractions in a situa-
tion - when discussing racialism and fasciam.

The simple truth of the matter is that at this
Btage it is not in the intereats of monopoly cap-
italism for racialism to become an important fac-
tor in British politics. The moat far-sighted
sections of the ruling clasa, indead, were opposed
to imposing limits on immigration. The ECONCMIST
quite rightly from =& capitalist point of view,
pointed out that Commonwealth immigration had
been a counter-factor 4o the effects of Full

employment upon weges,

However, racialism arises from the very nature of
menopoly csapitalism and imperialism. The deep-
rooted racialiem of +the British peopls arises
from the ideclogical rationalisation of the domi-
nation of the colonies, Becausa in the real
world ths peoples of Africa, etc., were in an
inferior position, in the world of idess this had
to be justified in terme of the intrinsic and "na-
tural" inferiority of the non-white peoplea. Any-
one who has extensively read the literatureof the
19th and very early 20th centuries will kmow that
most was, at beat, patronieing tonon-white people
and at worat, disgustingly racialist, This tradit-
ionis kept alive today by cowboy and Tarzan films
and books., Such insidious brain-washing will take
generations to completely overcome. Hence racia-
lism hes fertile ground to sow ite seada,

Modern monopoly eapltalism, despite all the €alk
of the affluent society, still generates immense
wealth at ome end of the pole and poverty at the
other, Quite apart from the policies of any par-
tioular government, it just cannot provide decent
housing for the mass of the peoples, full employ-
ment is still the exception rather than the rule,
and the mush-vaunted welfare state has been shown
tc be a pasaing phase, [nder these circumatances
discontent ia bound to be rife and in the absence
of this fesling being channeled into clasa struggle
the stranger will be the natural socapegoat.

Because the left wing of the Lsbour Party has
failed to present a challenge to Wilson, because
trade union bureaucrats have worked hand-in-glove
with the Labour Govermment in ocutting the stand-
arda of their members, and because no other sec-

tion of the left appears in the eyes of people to

b a real ohallenge, the atage is set for the
demagogues %o channel this discontent againat the
, immigrants.

Heath's position must be seen in this light, he
doesn't want to go against the basic intereats of
his oless - for internstional reasons and for the
sake of internal stability, just now, British big
businesa would not welcome racial confliot within
the country, On the other hand he ia the prison=
er of his party which is based upon the ideoclogy
of "Bmpire”. Alaoc it should never be forgetten
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that the not dinconsiderable Tory working clas:
support Tests upon the most backward and bigotec

sections, Perhaps, more important, demagogic rTe-
refences to immigrants win elections,

This contradictory position explains the turmoil
in the Tory party - it also explains Wilson'e
positicn, +toc: ms always his policy is that of
defending the interests of monopoly capital., But
this should not lull ws into thinking that the
fight against racialism is not urgent and vital,
Wilson snd the monopoly capitalists are not mast-
ers of the situstion and will, if neceasary,
drastically change course, Wilson's record is one
of continudlly capitulating to. the racists, even
when from a general capitalist point of wiew it
has been unnecessary or evén Harmful (what did
British big business gain from the Kenyan Asians
affair?). These capitulations have only whetted
the appetites of the bigots and recist opportuni-
sts. The extreme danger will come when Wilson's
capitulatione co-incide with it being in the int-
erests of big businesa to use racialiem to  damp
down working class struggle,

From all this flows the basic fact that the best
way to fight racialism, which at a later gtage
(and one perhaps in the not so far future) eguld
provide the ideclogical basis for & fascist mov-
ement) is to counter-pose nlass slogans. To expact
racialism to be dealt with through the courts is
short-sighted in the extreme. Any strengthening
of the state machine under capitaliem iz eventu-
ally used against the left, (The Labour Govern-
ment's efforts are no exception, e.g., the prose-
cution of Micheel X and the use of the Race dot
againat anti-fascist demonstrators.)

Abstract slogans which eall upon the black snd
white workers %o unite are peaningless and, can
be reactionary if they are designed to stop black
workers who want to struggle Trom organiaing,
Class sglogans must be designed not Jjuat to make
the rTecord but to set struggle into motion,
"Fight the Landlord on the Strest” is more rele-
vant than "Black aend White Unite againat rent
increases,”

Finally, because the traditional sections of the
workers organisations are deoing nothing fo meet
the situation, the responsibility falle upon the
emall msrxiet groups +to help to nip in the tuad
any fescist movement which tries to take advant-
age of racialism, Our position must be clear:
we have tfo smash them before they have a chance
to organise, The fascists must be intimidated -
persuasion dossn't work! - they must be shown
that they cannot march down the streets at will,
However, it would be utopian in the sxtreme to
think that the marxistaby themselves can do this
job. Their role muat be that of mobilising asct-
fons of the working class to do this and partiou-
larly to seek to mobilise the black workers to
take the strongest action againet hocliganiasm,

W.J.B. & Co., Nottm.(TU.)



