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WORKERS'’
CONTROL and the
POST OFFICE

Letter froma
Post Office Worker

The Postmaster General, John Stonehouse MP, has
gone on record as saying that when the Fost
Office becomes a corporation, he will naver tole-
rate workers' control in it., Workers' particip-
ation maybe, but control, never! The idea of
workers'! participation as the HRight Hon, John
Stonehouse well realises, is not a new concept
for the civil service., With the advent of & new,
corporation status for the Poat Office however,
the idea of workers' control seems particularly
repellant to him. As long ago as 1917 a system
called +the Whitley Negotiations was introduced
into the ecivil service and the unions dragooned
into Jjoining it. The reason for thie was stated
guite categorically at the time by Whitehsll,
This wes to damp down workers' unrest and stop a
spread of wunofficial disputes to the civil
gervice. The Whitley syatem works on the basis
of discuseions between union and mansgement at
local, reglonal and national levels about every
small detail EXCEPT pay and benefits,

Such a system was firet envisaged by J. Whitley -
who forced it on his own workers in the USA, where
he was s successful businese tycoon. The effect of
this method is to draw the unione into quite con-
sciously taking responeibility for any unpopular
decisions made by the management, and is an att-
empt to oreate company unions such as exist in
the USA and Cmnadsa, It is small wonder that most
workera in the Poat Office have little faith in
the negotiations st Whitley level., Besides many
emall-grade associationa, three unions are prime-
rily responsible for operating the Whitley sys-
tem and representing the Fost Office workers,

These aren

(1) POST OFFICE ENGINEERING UNION: This 418 ome
of the most militant in the country knd has one
of the best records for left-wing policy. It
includee most of the enginesring staff up to
Foremen end Inspectors, and a few clerical staff
associated with engineering staff,

(2) UNION OF POST OFFICE WOHKERS: Probably the
moat conservative of the three unions, it repres-
ents posimen, telephonistas and sssorted clerical
staff. Its secretary, Jackson, has however, A
reputation for militancy and has called for
workera' control on more thuar one occasion.

(3) CIVIL SERVICE CLERTCAL ASSOCIATION: this
union represents most clerical and technical
ataff and is the only one of the three to repres—
ent staff outside of the Poat Office, as it rep-
resents most clerical civil servants. TUnlike the
other two, it is not affilisted to the Jabour
Partyy, but opposes the incomes policy and has a
reasonably "left" leadership including Eendall,
its General Secratary,

Kone of thess three unions are docile, sither in
membership or_rank-and-file, and the fesrs of Mr,
Stonshouse may well be foundéd in reality if he
is not careful, The change from treasury control
to corporation has raised doubts in many people's
minds, What is entalled is a chenge from & gov-
erpment department, e.g., the Admiralty or the
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Mint, to a nationalised industry such ass the Gas
Board or the Atomic Energy Authority., The quest-
ion of —redundancy has been raised on numer-
ous occasions by the undona but eo far no defindte
assurancea have been received. Such a situation
ebviously requires workers' control over hiring
and firing, yet Mr. Stonshouse says "no" to such
a suggeation,

A much stronger resson than even the gquest-
ion of redundancy, is the way in which the GPO is
chnatantly exploited by private enterprise to the
detriment of both 41its workers and its subscri-
bera, A ring of five, inter-related companies
supplies most of the material used in the Poat
Office. Bealising their near-monopoly position
and the scarcity value of their products, they
can delay delivery of articles and exsot high
prices for them. If the workera had any contrel
over this then this sort of malpractice cculd be
brought to a halt. However, the main case for
workers' control is the foture of the Post
Office. Antomation is becoming an ever-increasi-
ngly large part of the GPO'a future. Automatie
sorting machines have drastically reduced the
number of postmen needed om sorting duties, The
new auntomatic-relay telephons exchangss  have
cut the number of telephonists needed, and the
Fulton Heport must be seen as an attempt to do
away with epurplua clerical workers in the Civil
dervice.

Such uncertainty about future employment and cone
ditions, and also of the methods of introducing
automation, can only be allayed when workers have
& genmuine say in their future, Whitlayism is
Played out, as are all forms of participation
opposed to control. As socialists we should
demand the following:

1. HNationalise the sub-contracting firmsj

2% no redundanciesj

5. an end to Whitleyismy and

4. workers' control of the industry,

Only when such actions are fought for will both
the workers in the GPO and the general public be
sure of their foture and disgnating, anti-social-
ist drivel, such as that John Stonehouse pushes,
be exposed,
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INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Betrayal of socialism,
Betrayal of Vietnamese struggle

Pat Jordan

August 21at, 1968, will go down amaday of infamy
in the annsla of socialism. The Bussian bures-
ueracy, motivated by fear, demonstrated on  that
day, beyond all doubt, +that they put theirowm
privileged position sbove all other interests.

Thus they have shown that stalinism is not dead -
despite all the talk - and that it remains a ca-
noer which haa to be ocut out of the labour movem-
ent, By deciding to invade Czechoslovakia, the
Fusaian bureaucrats not only showed their complete
contempt- for self-determination and the eagquality
of workers' states, they also demonstrated  that
nothing matters to them in comparison with their
prime instinot: that of preserving thelir privile-
ged position on the backs of the Russian workers.

Many have argued in the recent past that aince
the death of Stelin and the relaxation of intern-
ational tension (in practice, a modus vivendi be-
tween the U.3.5.R, and U.S.A.) that the Russian
leaderas were becoming more civilised and that
there would be agradual democratisation of the
Soviet Tnion., We doubt if there would be anyone
who would dare argue that theory now!

In fact, the exact opposite is true: as" the
development of the means of production in the
Soviet [nion more end more undermines the econo-
mic beckwardness that helped to give rise +to the
bureaucragy, the more parasitic it becomes. The
lesaon of history is that the more parasiticaso-
cial formation is the more brutal it bas to be in
trying to-hong on to its privileged poaition,

HETRAYAL OF THE VIETHNAMESE STRUGGLE

The invasion of Czechoslovalda is not onlya
terrible crime sgainst theCeechs and Slovaks, it
is & crime against the whole of struggling human-
ity, not least of all the heroic people of
Vietnam. By itse oynical action the Rusaian
bureancracy has given ocomfort to the American
imperialists and right wing forces all over the
world,

Johnson, Wilson and the whole gang have shed
their crocodile tears about the "poor people of
Czechoslovalda” - but secretly they are pleased
that the Hussians have invaded that country.

Johnson - whose socul 1B as shrivelled up as the
napalmed children of Vietnam = dares to talk of
righta of the pecople of Cmechoelovakial In the
immer sanctums of the White House he must have
drunk & toast to the rulers of the Kremlin -
they came to his aid just as evidence was piling
to expose his hypocrisy about "relaxing the bom-
bing of the North,"
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WILSON DIVERTS BIAFRA ANGER

Wilson must have said "thank God for Breshnev" aa
he wused the Ceechoslovakian invasion to divert
attention from his murdercus role in Nigeria.
hs gkilful as ever,he has panaged to dodge the
mounting pressure to recell Parlisment over the
supply of arms to the butchering Nigerian Federal
forces by recalling it ower the Czech affair,
These arme, supplied with the sole purpose of ma-
king the Ibo-hinterland safe for British odl imwv-
estments, are now being used to kill Tbo women
and children by the thousand. For every Czech so
far who has been killed, there must have been at
least a thousand Nigerian children starve.

And we could go on....Bvery tin-pot right-winger
protests againat HRussian aggression and under
cover of the hullaballoo clobbers the laft,

But times have changed: 1968 is not 1956, atill
less is it 1936, The BRussian buresucracy could
strangle the Spanish revolution and scarcely any-
one apart from +the wvanguard noticed; it could
crush the Hungarian Hevolution and still retain
the semblance of an intermational following in
the workers movement, But the smashing of the
Czechoalovak people's bid for & democratic form
of commmist rule will end forever its pretens-
ion of being a progressive revolutionary force.

Today everyone who can think realises that the
main danger to the socialised property relations
in Csechoslovakia comes not from the afforts to
"liberalise™ but from the reaction to the Russian
invasion.

THE FIGHT AGATNST STALINISM

Itie no accident that the first people to protest
in PBritain against the Rusaian atiack were the
very same people who have led the fight for soli-
darity with the Vietnamese revolution. They did
not have to have stalinism explained to them -
they have been engaged in mortal struggle with it
in its attempt to prevent a solidarity movement
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from being built, The alogan '"Hands off Czéch-
oslayakia" is completely comsistent with the fight
to Build support for the Vietnamese revolution,

Both are aspecta of the fight egainat what the
Russian bureaucrats ocall "peaceful co-existence®;
although we see that it is not so pesceful im its
application to commmist dissidents.

One of the srguments that we have come up against
in fighting for solidarity is that the Fuaaian
had %o be careful mot to provoke the Amerdicans...
how does the invasion of Czechomlovakia fit into
that argument?

The British Commmist Party has come eut against
the Russiasn ‘action, That is very good, but not
enoughi, The British Commumdst Party muist take
ACTION to show its good intentions, But more than
that, the lesders of the British Commmist party
must answer some questions about the pasti wihy
did they support the Russian invasion of Wmgary?
Onless they come clean on this one, we will be
justified in asesuming that their conversion to the
principle of self-determination owes more to the
fear of' the comsequences of isolation than to
political ideals.

The leaders of the C.P.G.B., muat answer some que-
stions sbout theory, %o. When the disclosures
about Stalin were made, this was explained in
terms of the cult of the individual. We lmow that
Stelin was anextraordinaryman, but not even Jesus
could direct a state of 200,000,000 people some
15 years after his death.

SOCTOLOGICAL EXPLANATION NEEDED

Unless tha leaders of the Communiast Party
can give some socialogical explanation of whathas
gone wrong in the Soviet Uniom, it iz a veryblesk
prospect, indeed, that they hold out for their
members, After 51 years of workers' power, acco-
rding to these gentlemen, the first socidliagt
country can aoct in a completely "bhig-power™ way.
Is this what they are asking their members to
fight for?

We would advise all those members of the C.P.G.B.
who are locking for o marxist analysis of what
has gone wrong in the Soviet Umion to read: "The
Revolution Betrayed" by that much-maligned viectim
of atalinism, lLeon Trotsky.

The Creghoslovek people are f{acing a terrible
ordeal, many of their leaders are behaving in a
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most herolc mamner, What ever the ocutcome of the
present sirugele, the gacrifices of the Czech
people will mot be in vain, By their determin-

ation nmot be intimidated, to combine socialised
property relations with freedom of expression and
their refosal to flirt with the right, they have
helped to dig the grave of intermetional  Stalin-
ism. The C.P.s in western Europe will rus  the
day that their mentors in the Kremlin invaded
Cgechoslovakia, Already exposed as having no re-
volutionary potential by events in France, they
will now have to break their close relestions with
the Boviet Union.

But the Czech people have schieved more thanthst
-~ by their systematic attention to the Husasian
troops they are striking at the soft-under belly
of ataliniem. Stalinism will be destroyed when
that sleeping gisnt, the Russian working olaas
eprings into action. The ideas of the Czech
revolutionaries will seep through to the FRusaian
intellectusls and then workers.

For our part{ we have the jbb of helping to expose
and destroy stalimism. But this can only be done
to the extent that we continue in our general
fight againat imperialism, This mesn expoaing the
hypoerisy of all those who claim they defend the
right to self-determination of the Czech people
but who keep quiet about Vietnam and other victime
of U.8. and Britiah imperialism,

This is the best way to defend the socialised pr-
operty relations in Czechoslovakia and continoe
our fight for polidarity with the Vietnomass

people in their struggle against U.S. imperialism
and its allisa,




NATIONALIS

Bob Purdie

INTERRATIONAL and THE WEEK can justly claim 4o
have taken the initiative in discusaing the issoues
raised for the left and the labour movement by
Scottish and Welsh nationalism. Gradually, other
Jjournals are taking up the discussion - a hopeful
sign. Recently, both the NEW STATESMAN and NEW
LEFT HEVIEW have carried articles. To develop
the discussion let us exsmine their ideas,

Paul Johnson, in the NEW STATESMAN of July 26th,
waxes impatient with "Nationalist Cloud-Cuckoo
Land", and Tom Nairn, in the May/June NEW LEFT
HEVIEW, offers us "Scotland - the Thres Dreams".
At the outset let wus assure the reader af the
material existence of the subjects wnder discuss-
ion: the mations of Scotlsnd and Wales,

It is. because Mr. Johnson refuses to start from
reality that he has so much difficulty in grasp=-
ing the issues he is discussing: he keeps catohe
ing strains of the tune like the music of the elfin
priper, through the mist of his ideas, and as he
clambers through the hill and glen of his argu-
ment he becomes more angry and perplexed, But he
never gets any nearer to the sovrce of the melody.

"Where does ore begin", he asks, "to refute a
propoeition so prepostercusly compounded of adol-
escent emotionalism, pelitiecal naiveity, phoney
sconomlcs and sheer berefaced opportunism? Where
indeed when one has the barefaced opportunism, not
to mention political naiveity, to tell the
Welsh miner and the unemployed Clydeside plater
that "Britain is going through an umpleasant per-
icd of adjustment.......which dis @gll the more
harsh because it has been so often and so cravenly
postponed", but that Mr. Johnson finds it "....an
exciting time in which to live, becsuse our arro-
gance and complacency has received a brutal
shaking, and we -are now forcing ourselves to
conBider entirely new ideas, and discard baseless
asmumptions. .. ."

Had he been fortunate emough to pick an yrmsually
sweet-tempered ex-miner or ex-plater to voice his
opinions  ¢o, Mr. Jobnson might have been told
that his listener was in the proceas of discard-
ing such baselesa assumptions ms the right +to s
steady Jjob, was being forced +to consider sush
entirely new ideas as workdng in mnother industry
for half the wages he had previously earned, or
leaving his familiar area and friends, moving to
England or overseas,

Thias is mot to say that his characterisation of
the philosophy of the SNP and Plaid Cymrie doea
not have eome Jjustice, "....the firm is doing
badly, 8o let's break it up and go cur separate
ways." But io understand the most important ele-
ment in the nationalist upsurge: the flood of
working clase support; it is fotally inadequate,

The gains of the nationalists have been in direct
proportion to the attacks on the workdng class by
the Labour Government and its failure to convince
the working class that they will receive anything
else, In faoe of the lack of any alternative,
particularly a socialist alternative, the workers
have turned to the Hively, youthful, forces of

MYTH AND
REALITY

the netionalista, Unlike Mr. Johnson, they can-
not Jjustify +the betrayals of this Govermment by
indulging in moral sbstrastions - such an attit-
ude is far more esasily sustained on a comfortable
insome.

However, more is involved than simple disorient-
ation by Wilsonism, the nationaliste strike deep
chords in the minds of millions of Scottish and
Welsh pecple, we can find & clue to the reasons
for this if we examine =ome of Mr. Johnson's
dishonest, as distinet from ignorant, armments,

"Ulater has 'had its own Parlisment since the
twenties....Their unemployment rate is consist-
ently higher than that of any other part of the
United Kingdom....Yet even their meagre proap-
erity seems atirsctive to independent Irelanfi....
If the BScots and Welsh have reasson to envy the
wealth of the South Bast - and they hawve - this
ia a consequence not of political structure but
of =sconomic. geography. It can only be mitigated
by purposeful policies determined and operated by
the Union Government, Omce this union is dissol-
ved blind economic forces would take over...Under
& TUnited Kingdom, English men are content, or at
any rate prepared, to accept and lergely finance
the policy of regional development, They would
have no such moral apur, Btill less politiegal
compulsion, once the Celta opted out,

Quite spart from the nauseating inminuation, that
the BSeots and Welsh ought to be bloody grateful
for what they have been given, this is a complete
inversion of the economic effects of ocapitalism
on a historical scale on the "Celtic Fringe"; the
wealth of the South Bast is not the result of a
fortuitous meeident of "economic geography", but
of the centralising force of capitalism which is
more and more concentrating wealth in particular
areas of this planet and in the hande of particu-
lar sections of the population,

In the colomdal world the effects of this are
Pamine and starvation. WNow this tendency mani-
festa ditself in the imperialist countries them-
selves, But not only that: from the be
capitalism imposed an atrophying and tical
regime on these nations. Starting by imposing
feudnl property relations on the land as opposed
to the old communal tenure of the oclan system. It
drove the people from the land and decanted them
inte its factories and eweatshops or sent them
overseas to die like animals in the floating
coffine of its emigration ships., This procesa
has been examined with precision and pession in
such books as Thomas Johnston's "A History of the
Working Classea in Scotland" and James Connolly's
"labour in Irish Hiatory",

If these nations are economic backwaters, with
large underpopulated aress - a&nd are becoming
mora  and more so - this is becawse of the devel-
oment of BEritish capitalism, A4nd this is one of
the powerful factora which helps the nationalists
= the smoke frém the burning clachans has not yet
dispersed]

‘Tom Wairn's efferts are much more rewarding, if
only becanse he is a Scot and therefore underst-
ands the problems 1ittle better than Mr, Johnaonm,
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His article is basically a merciless dissection
of the cultural background of the ideas of the
right-wing of the SEP, placing these ideas firmly
in the comtext of Scottish petit-bourgecis think-
ing, it is literate and well-written and to an
[md Presbyterian from Bdinburgh like the writer
of this article, devastatingly asccurate in ita
characterisation of Scottish Bibla-and-Tawse
ideology. (One passage is worth quoting: "The
Irish rose up and wrenched their independence
from imperialism when the latter was at the apex
of its power, With sleekit Presbyterian moderat-
jon, the Scots have restrained themselves until
it is abundantly plain that the English would be
incapable of stopping an insurrection on the Isle

of Wight,")

However, aa en snalysis of Scottish nationalism
4t is too one-sided to grapple with the problems
*which the phenomenom presenta for Scottish socis-
lists, This comes out when he attempts to find a
historical plece for this nationalism,

"Nations and nationalism are sspects of the bour-
E‘Bﬂ'il 'Bmh of world hiltﬂr!---.it has two sorts
of justifioation as a histerical force. Firstly,
gs n neceasary means of escape from feudal oxr
other primitive systems that are an impossible
barrier to economlo snd social progress. Second-
1y,sssse88 an analogous instrument for the mnon=
Buropesn socisties to escape from.....Vestern
imperialiam, :

"Whers is Boottish nationalism located in this
perspective? In its present form, nowhere. That
is, as & tragic dream comparable to the other
dreams . of Scotland's history precisely in its
remoteness from those real conditions whith could
give it the historical significance it implicitly
claims,"”

This discussion purely in terms of idec and
not alep in terms of the forces it mo 1 the
political/sconomic situation in which if is dev-

sloping, and the various currents which are act-
ive ﬂﬂ:init,hmaom-gaormimmutrh
fit Scottish nationaliam " into ite historical
context, This context is quite clear: it is part
‘of the tendency towards separatist currents that
hsve sprung up in an mumber of imperialist count-
ries, for example: Belgium snd Canads., Capitsl-
ism setrains the seams of the old nation-states
- this peparatism is part of ‘the reaction to the
centralist tendencies of latter day monopoly
capitalism, These movements, though petit-
bourgeois in jdeclogy and leadership, can often
mobilise worldng class support on quite a large
sonle gnd ocan often be quite radical in their
demands, dus to their opposition to the main
gurrent of capitalist | development.

This one-aidednessin Tom Nairn's outlook prevents
him from giving a clear answer to the problem he
puu-tthnmdufhiaurﬂulm'ﬂnnﬂ:pmni—

F

nalists seem to° be bothered sbout and becauss
they waguely want & GScotland which they can
control more closaly.

This then is the problem in real’ terms: "
convinee the workers that they can achieve
things and solve their problems only by ‘¢
the solution st this moment he will
suapicion, the discuseion has

that solution will .only come out of
which grapples with the reality in
plexity and which seeks to test its
living st Scg

strogzle for A sogiaslis

One of the most important debates at the Blackpool
Lebour Party Anmual Conference will be on the
report of the Committee of Inguiry set up by the
HEC to investigate party orgenisation, :

The committee recommends & npumber of d
changes to the rules governing the organ
and National Conference of the Young :]
One is that subjects of general intereat can be
be dincluded on the conference agenda, This, the
report says, would give +the Young Socialists
"more control of their own organisation than the
Labour youth movement has ever enjoyed before,”

This hesitant step forward is undoubtedly a bel-
ated recognition that the Labour Perty has beem'
unable:, to build a viable youth movement becsuss
it has insisted on shackling the Y.5. Youth is
everywhere in the vanguard of the socialist move-
ment and they could certainly not be confined |
within the narrow bounds lgid down for them in | /
the past by the Labour Party.

It is doubtful, however, if this small concession
will bring the revolutionary youth flocking into

the ranks of the Toung Socialists, The committee

is opposed to having an autonomous youth movement
- it suggests that it would collapse without
party support and warns that political youth org- i
anisstiona are "especially vulnerable to infiltr- i
ation by subversive" (read "revolutionary") "ele=
ments™, The bureaucrdatic mwind canmnot concedve

of support without control and this indicatea the
severe limitations of this "advance,"

The one other proposal which has some merit is
the asbolition of the five seats of the women's |
section of the National Exegutive, It recommends
that the trade wunion section should have three
more seates, giving it a total of 15, and local
parties two more, making nine,
Although, on the face of it, the trade union
pection would now have an overall majority on the
2B8-strong NEC, in fact this marks a gain for the
constituency parties, In the past, the women's
section was elected by the whole conference which
meant, in effect, that it was the massive trade
union vote which decided who should be on it. The
women's section has generally been filled by
solid supporters of-the Transport House establ-
ishment,

The abolition of the women's section is also &
step towards the recognition of the equal place
of women members in the party. Women will now be
glected on their merit as party members and not
gimply because they are womem. This should lead
ultimately to the abolition of the different
membership cards for men and women members and of
women's sections in the local parties,

HAMMERSMITH LABOUR PARTY MEMEER



Government,
party and the

working class

Charles Van Gelderen

Iabour's A7th Anrual Conference convenes at Blac-
kpool on Saptember 30th, One wonders what the
pioneers who attended that first conference at
the beginning of the century would have thought
if they could have caught a glimpse af the reso-
lutions which will be debated this autumm] After
two  Labour governments with large majorities in
the House of Commons, resolutions still call for
the most elementary of sooislist demands, Those
early delegates would have been astonished to
hear that in 1968 it was thought necessary to
eall upon a LABOUR GOVERNMENT, in the words of
the resolution from Shédffield Trades and Labour
Council "to put the interests of working people
before the preservation of the pound; to put con-
trol of profits, prices and foreisn trade before
control of wages; and to support all popular mov-
ements against privilege, racialism and world
imperielism” ., Even Iabour Party members who wers
far from being revolutionary socialists took
these demands as axiomatic within & Labour Party
ProOgTamnes .,

The capitaliat press has already remarked on the
fact that there are fewer "laft" resclutions than
customary on this year's CUonference sgenda, Such
as there are, with the exception of s Tew really
good ones, geem to be largely inespired by the
Tritumite Socialist Charter, The reason for the
dearth of left-wing resolutions is not becasuse
there has been a rightward shift in the conatit-
uency partiee, On the contrary! But there has
certainly been an increase in spathy and disillu-
sion and many of the active party workers who
were responsible for some of the better resclu-
tions in the past have either given up politics
of turned to other fields of mction, such as the
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign. Young Socialiata,
#lso a fruitfol source of resolutions with a resal
socialist content, are almoet nom-existent,

WHAT VALUE HAS CONFEHENCE?

The canse of this is not only the Government's
sorry record of anti-working class legislation,
More and more party members are beginning to que-
gtion the value of conference itself, Is it wor-
thehile sending in resclutions and going to the
expense of pending delegates when clearly,
Conference decisions have little or mo effect on
Government policy -- or even on the Parlismentary
Iabour Party when in opposition? There wes a
time when anmual conference was o real parliament
of labour, Now it has been tramsformed into a

ménningless society.

It is time that the labour movement gave serious
thought %o the role of armual conference, There
i8 no sense in filling the agenda with hundreds
of resolutions which are debated or not, aceord-
ing to the whim of an almost omnipotent Standing
Orders Committee (viz,, the Rhodesia resolution
last year). Conference should be re-organised so
a8 to give real democratic control to the party's

rank and file a8 represented by the sssenmbled
delegatea.

ENDORSEMENT OR HEJECTION

Whether Labour ia in power or in opposition, the
leadership should, each year, present a report of
ite stewnrdship before the conference for endors-
ement or rejection and alsc an outline of the
policies it intends to pursue in the year shesd,
This should be subject to full debate and right to
more amendments. Both reports should be circula-
ted to the constituency parties and the affilist-
el organisations, at lesst three months before
the conference meeta so that there can be the
fullest dialogue between the rank end file and
the leadership. Delegates should only be elected
after the branches have discussed the policy doc-
uzents and should reflect the views of the const-
ituency or affiliated orgsmisstion, Block votes
and mandsted votee should be abolished, Delegates
mst be free to vote on the basis of the actual
debates at Conference., Decisioms when  taken
should be binding on the whole party, including
the parliamentary caucus and the leadership.

As a corollary to this, the Leader and Deputy-
Leader of the Labour Party should be elected by
Conference and subject to snnual re-slection,
Reform along these lines could restores socialist
dynamic to annual conference mnd emsure that the
leadarship, in office or out, pursue a polioy
corregponding to the views of the party.

calling all archivists

We are in the process of making up sets of THE
WEEK into volumes.

As readers will lmow, THE WEEK played amsjor role
in building the campaigns for solidarity with the
Vietnamese people and for workers control, These
volumes will give a week-by-week ascount of the
development of those campaiens,

THE WEEEK devoted the years after the election of
the Wilson GCovermment im 1964 4o doing its best
to build opposition to the increpsing drift to the
right. Whilst this fight was not so guccessful
these volumes will give a history of how sectors
of the left reasponded in that pericd. Those who
wish to learn from this experience should study
this periocd very closely.

Already we have available sets of volumes 8 and 9
- covering the second half of 1967 and the firat
quarter of 1968 respectively.

Volume B covers the period leading up to the
Scarborough conference of the Labour Party, it
contains wvaluable material on the Debray trial
and the OLAS conferemce, which has not been
published elsewhere, It also contsins the special
issue of THE WEEK produced for the Scarborough
conference, Containing 25 issues, it costs 12/6d
postage 2/- extra,

Volume 9 covers the period leading up to the
March 17th Vietnam solidarity demonstration and
the period immediately after. It containa the
now famous, crushing, reply to the CP's attack
on the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign. Containing 13
issues, it costa 6/6d postage 1/- extra. Send
your ordera tor B, TDI“]:E& E‘t.. mﬂn E-ll
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SOGIALIST ALTERNATIVE
IN US. ELECTIONS

Alan Harris

For British soclslists, the words United States
and reaction are more often then not synonymous,
Amarican atrocities committed in Vietnam immed-
iately flash through our minda. We instently
think of +the siniater C.I.A. manipulating snd
toppling govermments in distant lands, of Nation-
al Guards rifle-butting enti-war demonstrators,
of white police clubbing Afro-Americans., In short
we correctly i1dentify the U.3.A. with gunboat
diplomecy, assassinations, wviolence and with
lying and hypooritical politicisns like Johneon
and Nixon,

If this was the only face of the T.8.A., it
would indeed be m sick picture. Fortumately, 1%
ism't. The other side of American society is the
working olass which, while s8till Ilacking a
political party of its own, is highly organised
on the trade union front and has shown itself
capaeble of powerful asnd dynamic struggles -
witness the organisation of the C.I.0. in the
late thirties and early forties. As delegaies to
the Demcoratic HNatiomal Convention meet in
Chicago, they are faced with taxi, telephone and
tranaport strikes,

At the present time, large layers of youth and
black Americans are being radicalised, mainly
through the war in Vietnam. It ig a fore-runner
to +the radicalisation of +the great mass of
American workers. BEventually they will moye into
action to defend their rights and place a govern=-
ment into power, which representas ‘their owm
interesta and not the interests of a small group
of wealthy financiers.

The idea that class struggle and socislism are
alien to American soclety is promoted not only by
big business in the U.S.A, itself but alse by
their counter-parts in other countriea. The 1968
elections, for exasmple, are generally presented hy
British propagenda outlets a3 & "contest" between
the Democratic and Republican parties, As if there
¢can be any choice as far as the working clese is
concerned between two capitalist parties! The
"differences” between the Rockefellers and the
McCerthys are similar to the differences between
the Enock Powells and the Heaths, i.e., whose po-
liciea can best serve the interests of capitalism
most efficiently.

The ruling class ig well aware of the ecriticism
and dissatisfaction that exists in large mectors
of the population over such questions as Vietnam.
How else can we explain the withdrawal of Joklmson
and the "promotion of "peace" condidates like Mo-
Carthy? In fact nearly all the bourgecis candid-
ates find it gets votes to appear as "dovea" and
to disassociate themselves from Jolmson's South
Esst Asisn policy. They all talk about "peace" -
but each snd every one of them supports capital-
ism which has war embedded right in ite heart,
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The field however is mot limited to capitaliet polit-
icians, Anyone not wishing to vote for the status
quo has an alternative - in fact thanks to the
Socialist Workera Party (the organisation of Ameri-
can Trotakyists) they can wote for & fundsmental
change and vots spcialist. The 3.W.P. is contesting
positions up to and including the president and vice-
president., Fred Halstead and Afro-American Paul
Boutelle are the respective cendidetes for the high-
est offices in the country. The main points in their
programme are: "HBring the GIs home now, black
control of black commmities and workers power." While
the electoral laws make it hard for minority parties
to get on to the bellot (in Ohio 25,000 signatures
from registersd voters are requited) the S.W.P. anti-
cipates that sufficient signatures will be got to put
them on the ballot in more than 20 states. A vigor-
ous campaign is underway to reach hundreds of thous-
ands of American citizens in order to explain amongst
other things why the White House and Pentagon carry
out a peolicy of genccide againast the Vietnomese
people, what muat be done to establish & government
of peace and progress,

In an open letter +to American radicsls Halatead
and Boutelle emphasised the importance of build-
ing & revolutionary leadership. They stated: "We
miust learn from the Frenoh experience, 88 from
other revolutionary experiences, that not onlywill
the ' workers, black people and students of this
country at some point rise to challenge the cap-
italist rulers, but that an essential ingredient for
their victory is & revolutionary leadership., Such a
leadership is being forged in France today, and we
have to build one right here.

"We urge you to help build this kind of revolutionary
socialist movement bty joinihg and supporting the 1968
Socialist Workers' Campaign."

Their campalgn is being conducted by means of radio
and T interviews, meetings, leaflets and apeaking
tours. A highlight in the campaign is Halstead's trip
to Vietnam where he will talk with the American srmed
forces about +the nsature of the war, the anti-war
movement, and the 3,W.F. programme,

One might asssume that all left forces would see the
need to decisively break with capitalist politice and
run their own candidates, This ia not the case, The
trade uwnion bureancrats, getting a cushy living from
the present system and having & thoroughly reformist
outlook, are by-and-large supporting the Democrats as
the "friends of labour®, The American Commmist
Party, having learnt nothing from their support of
Johnson im 1964, have a more complicated oriertation
but it is basically the same as the trede union flun-
kieg': support the Democrats as the "lesser evil". Not
wanting to isclste themselves from an increasing
number of radicals who just won't swallow this line,
the C,P. have given their election programme a few
twista, They ralk sbout supporting Senator candidate
McCarthy in order to stop Vice-Preaident Humphrey. At
the same time they promote the ides of fielding a
third ticket and drafting Dr. Spock and Mrs. King for
it.

/
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And Just fto bPlur the isesues still more they
have nominated from their own ranke a presidential and
vice-presidential candidate to runm under the 0p ticket
- the nomination of their own candidates amounta to =
token campaign. (The decision to mm wes ermounced
in April but the nomination did not teke place until
July when it was +too late to get on the ballot in
most states). Their real position of supporting the
Demoorats 1is the concrete application in the ISA, of
Moscow's "peaceful co-existence” line, While the
application of this policy may vary from country to
country the intended result is the game: preger-
vation of the status guo. The French CF rushed tg save
de Gaulle when his Government was on the verge of
being overthrown from the left. In Latin Americs, the
Mogcow-influensed CPs oppose the Cuban position of
revolutionary struggle. In Britain it is personified
in the peacelul and purlismentary rosi o socialism,
In the T8A it is support of capitalist politicisns,

The SWP ocampaign provides a welcome reliel from the
politica of class collabroation. It stetes the olass

struggle issmues g they really are and shows the way
forwerd by projecting & socialist programme,

meet Fred Halstead R

Fred Halstesd, the Socialist Workers Party's ecandid- : ‘ i
ate for president in the forthcoming US elections, ‘ . -;
will be speaking at a meeting ats -4
CAXTORE E A L I* (Norfolk room) on

Wednesday, the 18th of September at T.30 p.m.

Hie trip to BPBritain is pert of his round-the-world
campaign tour,

In the course of this tour he has been to several
countries in Asia (including Japan and India - we do
not know, at time of writing, whether he has been
given permizsion to go to Vietnam) and will be visit-
all the main countriea of western Europe.

Fred Halstead will thus be in a very good position to
answer all kinds of questions about the world social-
ist movement as well as dealing with his perty's
policy in the elections.

Among  the slo-
gang carried on
the lsst mass
Vietnam proteat
demonstration

WEE "Bettar
Fred than Dead!™
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Come along and bring a friendl

* negrest tube station, St. James Park,
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BRITISH THEORY
& French events

Julian Atkinson

Marxist theory has always exhibited & dynamic
equilibrium betwesn two of its aapects: economic
determiniem &nd wolunterism, The predomination
of ome or the other generally reflects the
prevailing politicsl climete. During times of
capitaliat atability, or when there is little
working classs militency, there is a tendency
towarda determinism. The air becomes soncrous
with declamations that inevitably, but sometime
in the distant future, the cbjective and iron
laws controlling the capitalist economy will lead
to a catsstrophic crisis and the ushering in of
the millenium. The mechaniastic invocation of the
objective conditiona plays a very importsnt role
in rationalising the quietism of the lsbour
movement during politically slack periods and
also giving it hope for the future. The pre-1914
German Social Democracy evolved a very determ-
inist version of marxism, Trotsky characterised
ita tredition as one that "bore a semi-automatic
character: each day followed '"maturally' from
the day before and just as 'naturally' prepared
for the day %o follow"., The limits of this
mechanistic approach are reached when the class
struggle flares and most "unnatural™ jumpe in
politieal life oocour.

When crises do ocour, then voluntariam becomes
gtreased. Before the Ruossian Revolution, Temin
confidently predicted the inevitable revolution -
but mot in his 1ifetime, With the revolution
came the Theses and the ststement that
theory is & guide to ACTION and not & dogma. The
strength of voluntarism lies in its understanding
that it is men who make their own hiatoxy, and
therefore lays &n ideslogical basis for the
subjective factors such &s <the role of the
vanguard, when the objective conditions were ripe
fon . action. The weakness in voluntarism ldes in
ite sbility to ignore objective conditions and to
degenerate into asdventurism - s procesa mush
evident during the "third period" which led to
the tragi-comedy of the Baltic Statea when hand-
fuls of commmists tried to seine power in the

face of working-class apathy.

WAR OR SLIMP

The debate among the British marxists during the
fifties and early sixties was set firmly within
the confinea of economic determiniam, Socisliam,
it was assumed, could only follow in the wake of
a ocatastrophic orisis. Ienin had clearly stated
that; ™Bevolution is impossible without =
national orisis affecting both the exploiters and
the exploited.” The majority of British marxists
saw the national erigis a8 being sither a war or
a slump, Noclear war could only be regarded ns
the precursor to socialism by & lumetic fringe,
8o +the debate as to whether socialiem was on the
agenda in Britain became translated into a debate
on whether or not there would be & Blump, A
majority decided that the permanent war economy
had givenm eapitalism =2 very gemsiderable
breathing space and therefore revolution in
Europe was dimpossible. Instead, there wonld be
the pteady fragmentation and depoliticisation of
rhl working olass, These concepts clearly show

‘avoid ecatastrophic crisss.

the pressure of bourgeois didesa such
Daniel Bell "end of ideology™ school and
thorpe's socioclogy of declining class
nesas, The evente of France in May
intruded themselves into
thaories,

The point that no-one predicted the French

is not too important: it could mean 'm;
drummed out of the Scothsayers' Circle, but
marxiam has never attempted to compete wi
astrology. The important fact is that ﬂig{
majority of British marxists refused to accept
that such an eventuality was possible, Why was
this Bo? Very largely the fanlt can be ruu:ﬂ.in’
the mechanical and economic determinist version
of marxism prevalent in Britain. Crude eguat
such as crisis equals elump, which in turn '}
revolution heve been implicit in much of the pre-
French debate. This, in spite of the "red"
thirties, that mean dispirited decade, when if
was shown that sluomp could lead to nmkingulu
demoralisstion and political reaction,

ENGEIS OF CRISIS
Crisism need not mean slump, nor does it have fo
be a purely economlc phenomenon. Engels made
this point in a letter to Joseph Bloch: "the
economic eituation is the basis, but the various
elements of the superstructure - political forms
of the class struggle and its conseguences,
constitutions esteblished by the victorious class
after a successful battle, etc. - forms of law -
and then even the reflsxea of all these actual
struggles © in the brains of the combatanis:
palitical, legsl, philosophical theories, relig-
ions ideas - and their further development into
dogma -~ also exercise their influence upon tha
course of historical struggles and in many cases
preponderate in determining their form." The
French events, certainly, cannot be understood on
the basis of a slump theory. There were economic
problems - an memployment figure oscillating in
the 500,000 to TOO,000 region, and some cut-bask
in welfare provision - but no slump,

Neo—capitalism hss, probably,

the ability to
This does not mesn
thet it will suffer no crises, Wage freeses,
regional unbalance and problems of liquidity heve H
dogged all of the metropolitan capitalist
oountries, The "afflpence” of sectors of the
working elass brings an additional problem, ss
alienation a8 consumers complements the alien-
ation suffered asm producers. The "affluence”
does not destroy the militency of the workersj *
in fact it ie often the most prosperous sections 1
of the workera who are the most militant., The
economic and socisl geine made by the working
class ensure the emergence of new categories of
essentials such =s cars, paid holidays, tele-
vigiona, security of employment and state health
services, These gaina are not contrasted with
the wretched conditions in the Third World, thus
solidarising the workers with the capitaliasts,
nor does the worker use the depressed thirties ss
a reference point to judge a "utopian™ present,
A relativiam comes into play only with regard to
the ptandards of 1life that the workers have
struggled to achieve for themeelves. A figure of
500,000 unemployed in France, given a climate of
dimillusionment with Gaullism and the militancy
of the students was unacceptable to the workers,

i I T

IRCHEASTNG ALTENATTON
The increased alienation of the workers clashes
with the mechanism of neo-capitalismy the prices
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and incomes policy, inoreasing division of labour



national plarning and antomstiom, The demands of
the labour movemsnt that are neceassary to combat
these phenomens have to be raised to a higher
level. Potentially, the call for nationalisation
under workera' control is no longer just the
demand of the revoluilonsry vanguard, but has
become the property of the whole labour movemant,
Over whole areas of neo-capitalism latent crises
exist: aothoritarisniem, the anti-imperialist
struggle, education and the student revolt,
incomes policy and even questions to do with the
quality of life. Ho economic eachatology im
required - the opportumities for struggle exist
now,

Ermest Mandel put his finger on a vital point
when he wrote, "...it is shove all ths subjective
factor which plays the key role in deciding
whether or not the workers' movement makes use of
the opportunity which neo-capitalism provides for
an anti-capitaliat strategic offensive,” The
Eritiah left has to do more than free itselfl of
economic determinist concepts and to abatrastly
realiss that astroggle is possible, The next
stage of debate has to come to grips with the
subjective factor, Questions about the trans-

itional programme and the revolutionary party
will haye to be settled - mnd quickly at that,

GLC rents
George Cunvin

4 good example of what will happen if the Tories
are reiurned to powér is provided by the Greater
London Council. Almost by instinet a Tory's first
impulse when the chance arises is to hit at the
workers. In Londom 4in addition there is an old
score to settle. It is the working class voters
of London, and especially the tenants of council
estates who have kept the Tories in the politiecal
wilderness since the 1930's, Now, thanks to the
gerrymandeared constituencies of the Greater
London Government Act, and the shocking record of
the Labour Govermment, the Tories rule at County
Hall.

Their moment of wvengance has come and they are
turning their guns, first of all, against that
section of the working class who they think they
have in their power: the council tenants. Vicious
rent increases will add an average of 7/6d to the
budget of the ocouncil estate householder. THIS
REPRESENTS AN INCREASE OF 16%, and evenoverrides
the recommendation of the Prices and Incomes
board which was THAT THEEE SHOULD EE NO INCHEASE
AT ALL THIS YEAR and only an averasge incresse in
1969-70 of 3/64.

What is the GCovermment doing about this? When the
workers have won & grudgingly given increase, the
Government has not heaitated o use its power to
clamp on a freeze, Wage increases, it insists,
must be linked to productivity agreements, But
what of the G.L.C. rents? Does the same criteria
apply? Not on your life! The tenants are not
going to get betfer maintenance and service for
their incressed rents. On the contrary! A large
part of the cost of internal repairs, hitherto
a charge on the council most now be met by the
tenants,

By the action of the Tory G.L.C. the whole
principle. on which mmicipal housing is based is
thrown overboard, This is that housing is & soc-

the G.L.C.'s example and put up the rente as soon
as he is able,

Tony Creenwood, as Minister for Housing, must
intervene immedistely and veto the rent increase,
Just for once let the Prices and Incomes polioy
be shown to work for the workers and not sgainst
them, But the tenants will mot wait for hypothet-
ical action from Whitehall. They are organising
to resist the rent increases, In this they must
heve the full backing of the whole labour move-
ment for as stated in the opening paragraph of
this article the G.L.C. action is only a fore-
taste of what the Tories have in store, for all of
us when they get back to power,

support oy

Aa ha.u been reported in previous issues of our
Jjournal , membera of the JCR are facing repression
in France,

The latestinformation indicates that Alain Erivine
and several other members of the now-banned JCR.
will face trial some time during the month of
September. The charge againat them will be that
of trying to re-form a banned organisation.

This carries a sentence of teo years' imprison-
ment and other punishment,

There is no doubt that the French authoritiesare
"eracking down™ upon the JCR in the hope of inti-
midating and vconfusing the atudent militanta
before the new university term starts.

Thus any action by British socialists in support
of the JCR is helping to counter the attempt by
de Gaulle's Government to destroy the French
etudent movement,

We ask all those who received the appeal forms to
return them to us with as much money ss they can
raise, This money will be wanted as soon as the
trial begina.

We ask all student groups, trade union branches,
Labour Parties, Young Socialist groups, etc, to
send letters of proteat to the French suthorities
at their earliest convenience,

As soon as definite news comes through sbout the
trial will be issuing a call for a demonstrats




Demonstrations and vmlence

Mike Martin

DEMONSTRATING WHATT

Tha movement for solidarity with the Vietnamese
has advanced considerably in the past year. Two
finjor demonstrations have shown the atrength of
the movement and created an atmosphers of
confidence on the left, which is unfamiliar to
many activists, but which has brought thousandas
of new young people into political struggle for
the first time,

The demonstration scheduled for Ocipber 26th
thia year is likely to be bigger than ever, and
ie already beginning to involve wider sections of
ths political movement than ever before. In the
last few ponthe the Young Communist League and
its aesociated organisations have Jjoined the
ranks of the solidarity movementy & significant
step forward from the period just before March
17th when V5C supporters had to defend the move-
ment against a factional onslaught from this®
guarter, In addition there ia every prospect of
fruitful cooperation with a section of the trade
union movement, It seems, however, that there is
& need for clarity on what the left should sim o
get out of the forthcoming sctions, in particular
in relation to viele: 38 on demonstrations — =sn
iggue which has tended +to come to the fore in
recent montha, At root, this is a guestion of
political attitudes, and it is deairable +o
outline the position which hms charecterised the
VSC, and which INTERNATIOMAL fully supports.

Basically it must be stressed that because of the
importance of the Vietnamese struggle on s world
scale,. it waa necessary to initiste a special
campaign in its defence. For more than two years
the VS5C has sought to do this, acting as a united
front on this one issue alone. This work haa led
the V3C and its supporters into battle againat the
right-wing of the Labour Party over its support
for U8 aggressionand againat those sectionsof the
left which favoured & negotiations formula, The
argument for solidarity as against negotistions
has been largely resolved, although the underlying
political differences may still assert their
presence  in some  form, The great majority of
people formerly organised around a negotiations
platform are now in the solidarity camp and their
organisations have been drawn into united front
type activity.

WINNING WOHEIRG CLASS STFFORT

The next major hurdle facing the VSC is the task
of winning sections of the working class to a
solidarity position, and more immediately
oppoaing British complicity in the war., Dramatic
gains in this ield are unlikely, given the low
lewvel of political astivity in the labour move-
ment @and the tendency for demoralisation
following +the savage attacks by the Labour
Government sagainst the workers, which so far have
not met with a goordinated response, Purthermore,
unlike the American working class, FEritiah
workere have 1little perspective of acting
decisively and eaffectively against the war. In
spite of thia, it is necessary to ecarry the
campaign into broader layers of the working class
movement. What must be stressed again and asgmin
ie that V30 exists in order to win people to the
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aide of the Vietnemese, and everything falls into
place behind thiss and not the other way round.

Undoubtably, the VSC experience can lay the basis
for progreee in other fieldsy it can have =&
uniting effect. But this is not to say that VSC
should mobilise on other issues or that the only
reggon it should concentrate on Vietnam is
because more people will turn out on that issue,
Both these arguments haye been put forward of
late, and both betray s failure to understand the
united front character of V3C - a tendency to
confuse it with building an orgmnisation. with
broader political objectives. (mas if we don't
have & number of these alreadyl) There is also an
element of sectarienism which seems to imply that
the Vietnamese cannot triumph until there has
been a revolution in the advanced capitalist
countries, Welcome &8s such a development would
be, it must not be, sssumed implicitly or
explicitly that thia is & precondition for the
victory of the Vieinamese.

Nor doeea our wish to see revolutionsin
the sadvanced capitaliat countries absolwe
us from the responsibility of defending
the Vieilnamese Revolutiony indeed it could
be argued that if we cannot rise +to defend
the Vieinamese Hevolution we cannot be expected
to achieve sufficient consciousness to make a
revolution in the west.

Something of this confusion and sectarianism
pervades the srgument for considering
demonstirations as militant confrontationa with
the state. Having said that we want to create a
mass movement on one issue, our energies should
be directed to that end, and not be diverted inte
often meaningless batiles against the pc-licm, all
the more meaningless sinee the prospects of
victory ere extremely remote in the abaence of &
masg revolutionary movement of the working class,.
While "fusz-bashing" displays a very healthy
attitude towards the capitalist stete and its
representatives, it is quiite a separate matter
from our central task of mobilising increasing
mmbers of pecple in aupport of the NIF - &
political task rather than a military onel
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DEFENSIVE STRATEGT

This means that the limited resources at the
disposal of the movement should be used mainly
for ensuring the maxrimum invelvement in activity,
Organisation in demonstrations should be gimed at
fairly modest and baaically defensive measures
euch as ensuring that the demonetratien is
protected from harrasament by the police and that
individusls are not left in a situstion shere
they are vulnerable to police attacks, This
involves & certain amount of eelf-digcipline, but
is more likely to win the sfmpathy of bystanders
than a series of uncoordinated adventures., It
means that we must resist behaviour of the type
Been in Crosvenor Sguare on July 21st when some
comrades sought to draw the demonstration into a
confrontation on the green, contrary to the
declared intentions of the organisers, ayen whan
most demonstrators preferred to remein spectators.

Tactics on demonstrations should relate to the
needs of the situation and the mood of the march-
ersy although one's first instinet is to mct to
help those engsged in battle we should always
avoid having our tactics determined by minorities
whose motives (a8 on July 21st) were largely fac-
tional - seeking to expose the "revieloniam" of
the organisers, Whether the revelation was worth
the " effort is debatable, but what is certainis
that such astivity contributes nothing to the
progresa of the movement,

* See COMMENT 17/2/68 and reply: "The left

EDITORIAL STATEMENT

SUFPCRT THE AUTUMN MOBILISATION AB HOC CONMMITTEE
The war in Vietnam hes been completely overshad-
owed by events in Czechoglovaida. As we go to
press, reporis are coming through that the N.L.F,
has launched = new offensive, The North Vietnam
Government has exposed the sbaclute hypocrisy of
Johnson's claim to have relaxed the bombing of
the North,

Thus - despite owr concern for the stroggle of
the Czechoslovsk people against stalinism - We:
mist have it clearly in our minds that the key fight
egainet world reaction is still taking place in
Vietnam, It remains as true a8 evar that the
outcome of this struggle will be decigive in det-

ermining whether the revolutionary forces go
forward or retreat for s whole period,

This 18 the global context in which we must see
the preparations for the Autumm mobilisation for
soliderity with the Vietnamese people.

DANGER OF DIVERSICN

The grave danger in the immediate period is that
events in Csechoslovakia will break the united
front Ihiuhhﬂahﬂabuiltthmughﬂlemﬂ and
the ad hoc committess. There is no need for this
if we have our political priorities firmly based,

dnother danger to Jhe unity of the solidarity
movement needs chronicling despite ita much less
importance. There have been raports in the preas
about a serious "split in the ed hoo committee",
This i= not so, the trouble has come from & tiny
sectarian group of pro-Chinese political complex-
icn which makes wup for itas lack of any kind of
important support by wrecking tactics at meetings,

This group is now mo longer in the ad hoe commit-
tee and has established its own organisationm,

.

These factors should be borne in mind for the
October mobilisation, We must continue, and deve-
lop the practice of having stewards linking arms
along the front of the march and at the sides
applying conscicusly the policy of "HNo arreste®,
The "target® of the demonstration must be determ-
ined by the political objectives of action, i.e,,
the exposure of British complicity and the depire
to show our solidarity with the Vieinamese people
in their fight agminet American imperialiam, This
takes priority over tactical considerations, The
fact that meny demonstrators are unable to  con=-
tain thelr anger at the pight of the American
Embassy underlines the need to take steps to try
to protect the demonstration from trapas set by
the Pﬂnﬂﬂ.s

Comrades muat aurely be aware of the extent to
which police infilirate demonstrations, If a
couple of hundred in plain-clothes are used at a
football matoh - how many for Grosvenor Square 7
In order to propagate ite ideas on a mass ascale,
the movement must operate openly and legally,
uging euch rights as we have to the full, We do
not have the means to do otherwine, unless we
abandon the overall political perspective of
building a mass movement (itself a prerequisite of
militancy). This is the isaue st the centre of
the discussion on "tsctics™. We are demons tra-
ting for the support of the Vietnamsse, no more
and no lees, and October 26 will be & atep for-
ward in this respect,

and Vietnam", 9d poet paid from §, Toynbee St., E.l.

COMFIETELY FACTIONAL APPROACH

It loudly proclaims itself as being the only true
pro-Vietnamese political formatiém in this count
ry and then goes on to disprove this by completely
subordinating the ‘struggle to its own factional

It is far more concermed to "expose" other people
as "revisionists" or "trotekyists" than

for a large movement, Ita slogans ere deliberat-
ely diviaive; among those it wanted to insist
upon for October was "Long Live Ho Chi Minh",

Having said &1l this, we want to make i% olear
that we believe that the main pro-Chinese groups
in this country should be in the ad hoo commi ttes
and that every effort should be made to prevent
the activities of this one group from stopping
that,

MOST BE BIGGEST YET

Supporters of INTERNATIONAL have Ziven valisnt
support to the Vietnam solidarity movement in the
past. We ask them to go all cut in support of
the Autumn mobilisation, Time is short, Owing
%0 a low level of activity in August we have
effectively only mome 6 to 7 weeks to get things
moving, However, reports indicate that as things
stand now, we can have the biggest mobilisation
ever seen in this country on a foreigm issue,

If you havemtalneaﬂ;dmaomahmldhﬂta
immediately tog

Autumn Mobilisation Ad Hoo Commi ttee,

120, Commercial Road,

London E.1, Telephones Ol 480 6789,

Helpers are urgently required in the london ares
there is & mass of work to do of all kinds., In
other partes of the country the urgent task is to
get local ad hoo commdttees formed mnd Tenctioning
immediantely, Flease do not delay.
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Women as mothers

Leonora Lioyd

What ism the excuse put forward to deny women
their rightful place in the working world? The
fact that they are the child-bearers. It is this
aspect of the problem that I intend %o conslder,
from two angles. First, womsn's rights in regard
to their funotions as child-bearersj second, how
it affects them in their larger lives.

Pre-industrial revolution, when the home was the
centre of work, men, women and children worked in
ths house and the fields together and there was
1ittle conflict between woman's ™two roles",
With the coming of the fastories a constant life
of child-bearing uwp %o, or nearly until, her
death 4solated woman in her home, and financial
considerations forced children out to work at an
appallingly early age.

But, particularly in the last few years, a great
revolution has taken place, When the full
history of women's emancipation ism written,
sursly Marie Stopes will be placed above the
Fankhursts, the birth pill before the vote, in
importance., After all, there i no point in
discussing the work of women in industry if only
spinsters are free to work. Increasingly, women
have contrel over their own bodies, and any
organisation fighting for women must make as one
of its central planks the establishment of full
control, This should includei free contrac-
eptives on demand, free sbortion on demand (even
the pill is only 99% effective) and a change in
social attitodes so that women who do mot want
children do not feel constrained to have them,
As well as this, women must demand the right to
fres pregnancy testing and more research into
congenital abnormalities - their detectionand
prevention,

Only then will every child born be wanted, For
both men and women, the birth of a wanted baby is
atill one of the greatest joye life has to offer,
whilst an unwanted child” is a misery to both
itself and its parents, and often turna into a
wocial outcast, Having had the child, the mothear
must be given equal rights over it with the
father, or, in the case of an unmarried mother,
total rights.

More and more, the small family is becoming the
normal thing, with moet having ftwo or three
children, If women atay at home for the firat
two or thres years of the child's life and have
children at two or three year intarvals, then the
average stay away from work will be between six
and nine years, We are told that, in an increas-
ingly technological age, many men will have to be
retrained eyery ten years or so, but no-one
suggesta this as a resson for not educating men
properly in the first place.

At the moment about million mothers work, Of
these approximataly have children under five,
mostly in the three and four age group, and over
half the mothers work part-time. Even pre-pill,
in 1951, Gtﬁ_utﬂ;mmudmmmm
or more. more and more women work ceases -
having children, not on getting
Jo
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amployment prospects are all based upon an ever
deoreasing influence in thelr lives, At the same
time, increased leisure and changing atiitudes
mean that fathers are taking more part in
bringing up their children, The question of his
children's schooling may influence & man's
decision on where to work as much as pay, yet who
suggests that his prospects shonld be curtailed
a8 a result? A woman may epend 35 years working
and ten years bearing and rearing babies full-
but these ten years over-shadow her entire
life,

Yet, just because more children are, and will be,
born wented, mothers take more intersst in them
and are willing to learn more sbout their needs.
I should 1like to see both boys and girls taoght
much more sbout the proceases of birth and child
gares and development., ‘The importance of the
first few yeara of life is becoming more under-
stood, but, like all "womsn's work", the care of
babies is belittled. In some societies mothers
willingly pess on the early care of their young
to peopls they despise, aa in South Africa, If
it was spproached in the same spirit as other
jobs women would get much more satisfaction out
of bringing up their children.

The independence of women and the "upgrading® of
their jobs as mothers would be achieved by paying
am_hmduringmtln:‘mthumrk&t
home, It im important that women are not
financially dependent on men during this time,

6f course, the mental health of the mother is of
great importance, as- is the need for her to
prepars for her return to work. A whole article
gould be written abont the waym in which the
drudgery of housework could be cut down by
community action, leaving more time for community
provided activitiea for mother and baby., Only a
socislist soeiety ocould do this properly, of
course, becanse at the moment such services are
provided by private enterprise for profit,

The queation of educating girle to be something
other than Jjust ®wives and mothers®, not to
mention consumers, is worthy of yet another
article, Indeed, the whole "woman question"
covers & very wide field.
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Rent struggles in Brent

Keith Venables

The brief period since the Tories captured
control of the Londem Council - for the firat time
in thirty-four years - has seen a tremendous upsu-
rge in tenants' militancy.  This is a direct
result of the savage rises in rent which the new
Tory councils have saddled tenants with, The
borough of BPBrent was no exception. Confident,
after they had captured control of council fer
the first time since the-amalgamation of the old
Wembley and Willesden boroughs, the Conservative
group on the council prepared a series of meas-
ures to bleed the already overburdened tenant
still more. The proposed risee amount to 7/6 per
week this September, 15/- next July and 22/6 in
July, 1970.

The manner in which the Tories forced this
through the council is, in iteelf, instructive,
Fo proposale were put to the Housing or Pinance
Committees of the Couneil, snd the resclution to
raise the rents was moved on an emergency motion
from the chairman of Pinance. imong the points he
raised was the assertion that council tenants
have a "bargain" in the places they get for the
rent they pay. This was greeted with derisive
laughter from the public gallery, where over
forty tenants, assembled at two day's notice, saw
all the talk of "fair rents" being swept under
the carpet.

Cme question to be asked is why the Toriea saw
fit to etampede the increases through the counedl
with such heste. I am convinced that the one
thing the Tories feared was mction by the tensnts
to block the rises. The Brent Federation of
Council Tenants, re-formed in 1966, is one of the
strongest and most militant federations in London,
It has a superb record in struggle and has been &
thorn in the gide of Labour and Tory councila
alike when they have attacked council tenants,
It was fear of delaying action by the Federation
which scared the Tories into taking such swift
action,

PROGRAMME OF ACTION

The next move was up to the Pederation, which
tock the following decisions:

1. To. get every member Association to hold a
public meeting in its own locality, the purpose
of which was to ascertain how far tenants would
go in opposing these rises,
2.mmwmwﬂamum,m.
councila and other such bodies for donstions and
t.

3. To organise a petition and a levy on all
tenants, 4o pledge support for the Federstion,
4« To hold a demonstration against the rises and
a oublic meeSing in the Town Hall,

5. To consider action such as rent strikes or
withholding the increases after each Association
had reported back from its own meeting,

%

The meetings were successful beyond all expecta-
tions, Over 300 tenants turned up to & meeting in
South Kilburn, The meeting hall was too amall
80 the meeting was transferred +to a piece of
waste ground outside. The meeting was overwhelm-
ingly in favour of and fully supported all the
Federation's proposals, including a rent-strike,

fver E20 had so far been collected from this one
dssocciation's levies alone, Similar meetingg took

Place in Stonebridge, Kingshaven and other sreas.
411 pledged support for the proposale outlined
sbove,

What haa been the attitude of the Labour Party to
this? Once sgain the glaring contradictions
between the Labour Covernment and the constitu-
ency parties has been revealed. It was on a
circular from the Government, via the Prices and
Incomes Board, that the Tories decided to raise
the <rents. This "Greem Light" circular has
caused rent riees in most London boroughs. In
marked contrast to this, the local Labour Parties
have placed themselves in full support for the
tenanta, East Willesden LPYS has firmly support-
ed the tenants and, on = resolution moved by the
Y3, the constituency party voted wnanimously to
render every assistance to the struggle,

COMMUNIST PARTY CAUTIOUS

The Communist Party, despite a leading role that
some of its members plsy in a few of the Associa-
tions, has adopted a cautious approach, and has
found itself outflanked for militancy by the
Labour Farty., The Socialist labour league, desp-
ite its claims to have three YS branches in Brent
and ite incessant pleas that it is the temants!
vanguard, has been curiously absent from the
etruggle.

For marxists the lessons of the Brent Tenanta'
siruggle are obvious. Those on the left who take
& gloomy view that workers won't Tight and are
feeling dispirited and defented heve been proved
wrong, An even bigger rebuff has been given to
the sectarians who have argued for quitting the
Labour Party, end that the workers will never
again support it, Many workers have already real-
ised they were wrong to abstain or vote Tory in
the borough elections and have become firmly res-
olved never to take such action again. PEven more
important is +the fact that workers are learning
to'differentiate between the antics of the Parli-
smentary Lebour Party and their local constdtuen-
cy's actions. Of course in the long run tenanta!
essociations by themselves cannot prevent rises
in the rent, but as a short-term measure they can
play & vital roleininstilling confidence into -
tenante and reversing the drift of workers into
apolitical and stagnatory moods. A11 sccialists
should render every assistance possible to their
local tensnts! committees and help to raise the
unders tanding of workers sbout the society they
live and guffer under, The Brent tenants have
peved the way to & link-up of all London! tenan tat
essociations. Already support has been received
from end contact established with Ealing and Pad-
dington. We are sure that in the struggle ahead
this will play a part in the ending of Toryism for
good,

GLC TENANTS BRING OUT NEWS-SHEET

The very active GIC Tenants' Action Committee is
now publishing a news-sheet, This gives news
of ouwrrent struggles and activities, past and
present. The firat issue gave notice of the msss
rally in Trafalgar Square on September 22, .

The news-sheet can be obtained fromip

GIC Tenanta' Action Committee, -

24, Atholl House,

London W.9,

“
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Any account of Malcolm X has to gee him as .a
traneitional figure on at leaat +two counta.
Firstly, hs was the man, above all others, who
ended the dominange of the civil rights movement
by the Randolph, FRustin and Wilkine type and
preparaed the ground for the new militant leader-
ship of BHap Brown, Carmichasl and Feoman,
Secondly, Malcolm was a man whose own ideas wers
in transition, and whose most fruitful period was
ended by the assasain's bullet,

Malcolm learned the facta of life about the role
of a black man in recist, white Amerios very
early, Hia father, & member of Marcus Carvey's
United Negro Improvement | Association, _was
threatensd ageveral times by the Eu Elux Klan and
was finally murdered by a racist group, called
the Hlack Ilagicnaires, for apreading unrest and
disgansion amongat the "good niggera®. His
mother was not equal to. the task of keeping the
large family together during the worst deys of
the depression, She went msad, and Maloolm
drifted first to Beston =nd then to New York,
where he gradually fell into the Harlem under-
world, He oreached the bottomj became B cocaines
pddict and a peity gangater, and finally wes gent
to prison for tem years,

It was in prison that Malcolm became & member of
the Black Moslims, A young thug bad gone into
prison, but the Malcolm that came out was 8 none
emoking teetotaller who had read deeply into ths
history of his people and was & dedicated [ighter
against racislism, The mew Malcelm rose guickly
to promipence in the BHlack Muslims, Hea was &
forceful spesker, but alsc a man with idess, The
o0ld civil rights lesdera were integrationiste,
They represented the black wmiddle-olass who
wanted to get into the sxpensive hotels and golf
Clubs, They saw their political role a8 &
pressure group in the Democratia Party,

Malcolm's base, however, was firmly in the ghetto
where the problems were mors scute and the
remedies had 40 be more radigal. The black
ghetto had to organise itself ocutside the frame-
work of the white capitalist  inetitutions,
Malcolm argued for independent black action,
geparater from the deadening grip of thewhite
liberals, He refused to subscribe to pacifist
illusions, If the blacks were attacked, they
should defend themselves, and if thoy needed guns
to do this, then guns they ought to get.

It is not swprising that, with these views, he
should become the number one hate target of the
white capitalist olass, and even of the respect-
able black leadership. Eventually, things became
80 hot that the Black Muslim leadership moved
:q:inst Mzlecolm, using the pretext of his
chickena coming home +to roost® comment on the
Eennedy asssssination, In this final period his
idess developed apace, largely as = result of his
tour of Africa, Ris thinking became more global
a8 he interpreted the siruggle of +the Afro-
American in the light of the Third World Revol-
ution. He also began to examine the possibility
of a future glliance between the Hlack Power
6
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Movememt snd white revolutionaries.
assassin siruck.

Then the

Death did not destroy his influence, It is
Malcolm that domivates the Hlack Power Movemsnt
even now, This book is part of his legscy. It
has to be read in conjunotion with his nbre
ovartly political works, stoch af "Malcolm X
Spesks®”, but it has to be resad.

Antobiopraphy of Maloolm X, Penguin Books, 6/-

Black Power
leaders detained

The arrest of the Jleadsys of the Blaock Powar
movement has besn owell publicised. Although for
logal wrTassops it is impossible for uws to comment
on the actual charges some things can and nesd to
be smid,

Firast, one dis satruck by the use of a familiar
device: thet of remsnding in custody, This neans
thaet a person is punished before they have been
on trial, let alone had a chence to defend them-
gslves. One of the chief principles of British
Justice is thus completely dignored: that of a
person being innocent uwntil found guilty,

Of gourse, it is easy to envissge cirocumatances
in which the state machine feels it neceasary to
detein someona because that person might flee,
But in this particular cese - which has s11 the
hallmarka of a political show-trial - it can har-
dly be thought that Obi Egbuna and his colleagues
are likely to give up their emtive political
activity by doing a bumk.

Secondly, we are profundly disturbed by an
almost ocomplete lack of ‘solidarity on behalf of
white sogialists with the Black Fower comrades,
Obi Egbuna has spoken at both the mass sclidarity
demonstrations of October 22nd and March 17th.
Yet to our knowledge, not one of the journmals on
the laft which support the VSC has protested
agninat the remands in custody,.

Black militants have formed the opinion that this
gilence is due to a combination of fear and oppo-
sition to the whole ddes of Black Power., The
latter feeling, our Black Power comrades believe,
has racislist roots = which may or may not be
unconsciously held,

We must confess that it is mot difficult to see
some logic in this opinion: witness the shofking
failure by the left to protest against the trisl
ﬂmlx{wmthelaft eriticised THE
WEEE for making a stand on this question.,) Those
who want to refute these charges can do so easily
all they have to do is show solidarity with Obd

and his colleagues,
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