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letters

LETTER FROM J, SANDS, NOTTINGHAM

I would like to bring a meeting on Egual Fay for
Women to the readers' attention. This meeting
will be held in Room 8, House of Commons, Tuesday
October 22 at 6.30 p.m. It is open to delegates
from £l]l unions and dinterested organisations.

This i dinmitiated by the National Tnion of Vehi-
cle BPuilders, the union of the Ford Women strik-
erg and promises to be a very important confer-
ence with the agim of a "follow-on" womens!
conference on egual pay.

HEADLIGHT +the newsheet of the NOVB says, alter
referring to the Private Members bill on equal
pay, "We hope to see Mr. Norwood (proposer of the
bill) and many other M.P.'s, along with the rep-
resentatives and delegates who have been elected
by their organisations, supporting our historie
meeting which will open up the phase of ACTION

FOR EQUAL PAY."

I Teel that this meeting will be significant and
hope +that all women trade unionists, shop stew-
ards snd activiats will attend.

Yours eto.,

J. Sanda.

P.5. For details of the conference write tos:
National Union of Vehicle Builders,
Bast London Office,
Progress House,
76, Rainham Road,
Rainham,
Basax,
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IETTER FROM SEAN REED (LONDON)

Comrade,

I have Jjust seen the Iletter from Sid
Bidwell 3in INTERMATTOMAL W®o. 4. Even st this
lgte date someone should try to teach Sid the
difference between walking in front of a march

and leading it.

Mr. Bidwell may well have walked in front of the
July Tth, anti-racism march, but over 80% of the
march, answering the call of other leaders,
remained in Whitehall to fight; while a rump
(following Mr. Bidwell?) marched out of the line
of fire,

Yours eto.,

Sean Heed.

1ETTER FROM FRANK GORTON (NOTTINCHAM)

Comrade Lloyd's article "Women ss Mothers" seemn
t¢ be written from & “atatus guo" position. Its
main stream seems to justify the contention that
"women's place is in the home". It seems that if
we need well-adjusted children (a8 if that ie po-
sgible in s capitalist soclety) they will have to
be mot only planned but perscmally tutored by the
family in general and the mother in partioular.

If this is to be then the argument runs loglcally
that home life shonld be enriched and the family
gtrengthened, to allow the mother to feel social-
ly useful and fulfilled.
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Doesn't Leonora recognise the historical need to
weasken the family wnit? Doesn't she recognise the
family unit as being the basis of capitalist
stability and exploitation? Is it not possible to
gensralise from previous and contenporary experd-
ences and pose the question of social and not
private control of the rearing of children?

Surely we should fight for the collectivisation
of child care under carefully trained nurses and
specialists. Some of the benefits from thia would
be the eliminstionof alienaticn between children
at a very early age, the relesse of the mo-
ther into a socially useful or creative role, and
the relesse of children from the generally
amateur care of its parents.

The "femily" freed from the multi-tensions impos-
ed on 1t in cepitalist scciety would teke cm a
new look, & new feel, where the parents end ithe
children would come together freely as the pre-
condition for mutual enjoyment.

Youra ste.
Frank Gorton
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CZEGHOSLOVAKIA and SOGIALISTS

EDITORIAL

It is now well over a month since the Russians
invaded Czechoslovakia. There is talk of the with-
drawal begimming but "some troops will atop
beliind". So far, the expected purges have not
taken place, although many Czech officials  have
had to resign under Bumsian pressure.

Within the Commmist Parties fierce debates are
taking place. One at least - the Greek - has
been split right down the middle by the Russian
invasion.. The MORNING STAR, organ of theBritish
Commmist Party has printed dozens of lettera -
for and against the Ruossien aotiom. A writer im
PRAVDA has sherply criticised the British Commun-
ist Party paper for being "one-eided" and at the
pame time lavished praise on those writers who
have defended the Russisn sctiom.

The patterns which emerge generally confirm our
previous editorials on the subject. PRussianact-
jon has been a bad blow to the anti-imperialist
giruggle but the fact that, by and large, the
lsgdership of %this has passed into the hands of
anti-gtalinist forces hes meant the damage has
been lessened. Internatiomal staliniam has
received a mortal blow = all the more because
there will be other events inEastern Europe and
the Soviet Union itaelf of a similar nature.
Bach one of these crises will hit the CPe of the
world harder and harder.

Probably the most amazing thing that has come
cut of these eventa hes been the tremendous unity
and courage of +the Czech people. This is the
main resson why the original plans of the Eremlin
(to find a loyel Government of people who called
them in) hea failed, PFaced by a monolithie

Czachoalovek people the leaders of Eussia amd
other Warsew PFPact countries must have besn very
worried about the effects on their troops.

Thia unity and coursge is the most hopeful thing
to come out of the affeir, It is proof of the
irresiatible mnature of the pressure for workers'
democracy in the commtries of the Sovietbloo. The
rule of the buresucrscy is outdated and ocutmoded.
Far from showing its strength, the invasion of
Czechoalovakia showed its weakmess. It will not
give up ita privileged position without a fight -
the invesion of Czechoslovekin showed that, too.

However, in keeping up our struggle for solidar-
ity with the Ceechoslovak people we can make it
muich more difficult for the rulers of the Kremlin
to carry out & porge. This action, plus that of
helping o build a movement of solidarity with
the Vietnamese people dis the beset waywe cam
help our Czechoslovek comrades.

But our comrades in the Communist Party are faced
with problems, too. The invasion of Czechosloval-
ia has ghaken that party to the core and has
shattered the confidence of many very devoted
militants. Those of us who learnt the true
nature of stalinism through past svents need to
do all in our power to make sure that the great
debate in the Commmist Party gives all these
militants & new perspective. Far from being a
gloomy one, once people understand that events in
Czechoslovakia had & sociological explanation,
onca they understand the nature of the bureaun-
eracy and once they find out that the conditions
that led +to the rise of the buresucracy are fast
fading, they will realise we should drew _hope
from these events in Czechoslovalkia,

for a worker - student alliance

There are many indications that this is going to
be an autumn and winter of studemnt struggle - al-
ready we have our first student demonstrationover
the closure of Hormsey Art College. The mood
that built up during the spring and early summer
could very well explode.

Students are, of course, expressing their dis-
content with the present educational system and
their frustrations becsuse society has really no-
thing to offer them, This has to0 be our starting
point. Workers should be very suspicious of the
attempts by the capitalist press to blame trouble
on agitators or on the "elitism™ of the studenta.

Bacanse of the power of the capitalist propaganda
machine these views find echoes (sometimes of a
very subtle nature) even on the left. Socialists
should combat anti-student sentiments in the
working class movement just ss they fight sgainst
racialism. Instead the left and industrial work-
ere should welecome the fact that studenta are
ready, to fight, using the most militant methods
for their rights. Any struggle sgainst the Gov-
ernment's policies by the people is to be welc-
omed at this stage. But thereis more to it than that
= the etudents' struggle will inspire the young
workers to fight too. Moreover, their struggles,
egpecially when they have some successes, will
gtimulate others who have forgottem how to fight.

In short, we can expect to see (although we fear
on & much lower level) the same kind of thing in
Britmin as happensd in France earlier thia year,

The marxist left should, of course, identify it-
self completely with the student struggle. Each
new fight brings into the fray many more soldiers
for the general fight against capitalism. Stud-
ente go very rapidly from fighting on their own
igaues (although this is where the fight beat
begins), to adopting & completely anti~capitalist
position,

The long term effects of all this will be very
healthy too. A large section of the students
today will be the technicians, tebchers, academic
staff, etc., of tomorrow; sectors which have been
very largely proletarianised by modern capitalism,
It is quite old-fashiomed to look upon the wast
mass of the students of today as the privileged
of tomurrow. This ie, in fact, the besic reason

for the upsurge.

Workers should give support to the struggles of
the gtodents - they will find thet students will
not be backward in their desire to help workers!
gtruggles (in faot, sometimes problems arise be-
cause of their enthusissm). The radicalisatiom
af the slready proletarisnised studenta will be &
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Martin Turner

Any considerhtion of inecreasing student militancy
muat begin with an understanding of the struct-
ural changes that have ococured in British univ-
ersities since the second World War. The major
change has been the incressed mmber of students
engnged in higher edunation. Before the second
World War the number of students never roze above
70,000 but by 1967 had reached over 300,000, In
1967 students constituted 11% of their own age
group= this compares with 2,7% before the second
World War. A significant change in intellsctual
employment has occured,the majority of university
greduates are no longer guaranteed admittance to
an wolite professional clasa, They will mainly
become white collar employees of the state or
industry and consegquently part of the great masa
of salaried workers. Whet we have seen over the
lagt few years is a tremendoua transformation of
the productive forces which has meant the
re-integration of intellectual labour power Into
productive labour, mens' intellectual capacities
becoming the prime productive force in society.
The result has been the emergence of a new social

grouping.

The wvaet inereass in the number of students
should be seen againet successive governments
failure to allocate eufficient incresses in
expenditure to provide the lecturers or the
material fagcilities that students require. There
has been & growth in the ratic of studenta to
lectureras and in some cases +the physical over-
crowding of students in university buildings.
Even worse has been the wmwillingness of
succespive governments to raise grants even to
keep pace with rising prices. Many students,
conseguently are living in poverty.

Capitalist edusational ayatems have always faced
one problem.” The problem of harmonising +two
contradictory necesaities: the necesaity of
developing human capabilities +o fulfil the
changing manpower requirements of an sdvencing
technology and the - political - necessity of
ensuring that this lkkind of development doea not
bring on any ilncresse of consciousness of the
individusl, provoking him to challenge the
exiating division of labour and distribution of
power. The tremendous expansion of universities
has revealed A& latent conflict batwean the
supremacy of the liberal university and the
economically necessary technooratic education.
The revolta at Hull, Eseex, Bristol, etc.,have
reavealed the essentially dynamic character of
these contradictions,

The non-existence in Britain of any revolutionary
tradition and the complete failore of the
political left has had uwnique consequences. The
fragmentary nature of +the socielist student
movement and that more studants participate in
anti- Vietnam war activities are two. Tt is
therefore of value to analyse alternative courses
of sction open to socialist studenta,

First of all it is worth saying something sbout
i

STUDENT UPSURGE
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the possibilities of ohanging scciety through the
present political system. Many sociaslista atill
believe that change can come through the Labour
Party. However moat students are not allowed to
join the labour Party and if they are, and show
any independence of the Party line. are likely to
be removed. An example of this was after the
expulaion of Ken Coatas from the West Nottingham
constituency Labour Party. When the ward Labour
Party, to which he waa a member, voted againat
his expulsion the student members of that ward
were removed, within a month, en bloe, At & time
when the British Isabour CGovermment is the
exacutor of British capitaliam, when many young
people are going on the streets to proteat
againat British complizity in the American
military expedition in Vietnam. It is to say the
least abeurd for student socialists to commit
themselves to.such a party.

Becondly although I +think it is essential and
will prove of great walue in lasrning tactiocs, we
must have pome regervations about imvolvement in
industrial sction. Clearly, however much we can
learn tactically, however much we are behind
workere in their struggles, however much we
gtrive for reciprocal sontacts, all of which are
extremely important, we will never be the subject
of & real growth of oonsciousness in these
antivities. This is so because it is only when
gne experiences the contradictions, the objective
conditions of living the sort of life a docker,
& building worker, or an engineer lives, that the
consciouaneaa that results from that Iife and
the fights over the contradictions st the centre
of any dispute will develop. The walidity of the
struggle may beuniversally apparentintellectually
but it will only be apparent existentislly to the
worker. It i3 in the contradiotions of cnea'som
working situation thet we can expect to develop
this conacicuaness, It'is in fact with thia atr-
ategy of looking inward that students hsve advan-
oed recently.

It is8 Iin this rols I see the Revoluticnary
Socialist Student Federation. MAs being able to
inmert itself d4into the contradictions of  higher
education, There is no doubt students are coming
into conflict with their milieu, and recent
gvents din the universitiea Iindicate that a
process of gualitative change in the nature of
demands put forward by students is taking place.
What we must demand 1s the right to take part -
gnd T believe that 1t shouald be a decisive part—
in the design of courses and the structure of
aoademic teaching, %0 that we can design our
future role in gur future sooiety. This presents
us with very new challenges. We must learn what
it ie we will need to learn. It follows that we
rust have a conoeption of society that we want
our knowledge to serve, Among the obvious changes
linked to academic deaign, we will need to engage
in a struggle against examinations-  the present
ultimate control over academic life. Tt is 4in this
struggle that I see ‘sopialist students. In the
setruggle to open up, ¥keep open, and extend the
contradictiona in the educational aystem.
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VSC SNEie 8-

ERNIE TATE

From the beginning, the Vietnam Solildarity
Campaign has been confronted with the guestion
of whether or not it should be- & single-iasue
organisation, primsrily concermed with the
Vietnam War, or & multi-issue movementy that ia,
should the VSC campaign on the different polit-
ical and social dissues &s they arise, with
Vietnam becoming one of many T

This themes was discussed at some length at the
last national VSC conference in May, and it scoms
to me that the delegates overwhelmingly came down
in favour of maintaining the VS0 as a single-
issue organisation, committed to campaigning on
Vistnam, One paper, adopted slmost unenimously
by the conference, stated: "The VSC has been
abla to unite orgenisations and individuals with
the most diverse analyeses of Britieh society
within its ranka. It has done this because it
has been non-exclusive and becavpas it is essent-
ially & single-issue campaign.” The quesiion
waa raiged again recently when the Cmech orisis
grupted. Immediately V3C was under preasure to
malte ite position known, espeoially by reporters
of the national press. On Sunday, Auguat 25th, a
masgive demomstration of over 10,000 was organ-
ised outside the Russian Embsasy in London by &
guickly constituted ad-hoc sommittee comprised of
rapresentatives of most of the left groups, in
which & VSC representative participated. Although
by & mistake it was amnounged that VSC -wma
greganising the demonstration, the question was
raised whether or. not, 1ia fact, V30 nationally
ghould initiste such actions, and whether or not
it should initiate cempaigns om any other
goestion than Vietnam.

It should be noted that gertain locel V5C groups
$and to be umed - for many purposes and get
invelved in other questiona. In this they have
full sutonomy. The problem is whather V30 should
be pationally imvolved.

The first thing to understand is that VSC is &
minimum-programme type organisation built on &
bloe of ebout four distinot palitical groupings.
V30 has s wvery limited aim and analysis. Ita
position is vary simpls as stated in ita decler-
ation of mima. This 1 mnot to say that indiv-
idugls inside VBC do not have a particular
analysis, having the full right to put it forward
in V80, but no-ong has the right to ay that the
position of their group is VSC's analysis on any
particular question.

0f course, it is scmetimes necessary for VSC to
igsue statemants on  other topiecs, but these
should always be issusd from the viewpoint of the
prizagy  of our concern with Viatnam. For
instanoe, when we issued & statement about the
sttempt to assasginate Rudi Dutschke, it was from
the point of view of our close collaborgtion with
him in interpational sctivity against the war.

The resson for caution in these matters is very
easy to understand. V30 exists becausa of the
incapasity of any of the existing revolutionary

or socialist groups to carry out, in their own
name, the affective campaign that is necessary ino
Britain to defemnd the Vietnamese people against
AmeTican aggression. It therefore Tbecame
necessary that some of the existing groups push
into the background their important differences
in analysise and even programme, in order to
fanilitate a unity around +the single issue of
Vietmam. All the groups and individuals who came
into the founding conferance of the VSC came with
the opinion +that urgent action was neceasary 1in
Britain. V3C's gtrength was quickly seen in its
gbility to win people who werse not members of any
of the existing groups.

In my opinion, thaet urgent situation atdll
sxista. The war continues and escalates despite
all the talk about "peace™ and the Paries negoti-
ationa, The V3C 1is sgtill confronted with the
hige task of making good ite original aims,
There is atill -no group on the left which is in
the poaition to say in ite own name that it can
speak for the left as s whole and begin to do the
Job that the V3C has been doing until now. VSO
has: by no weans exhausted its potential for
expansion within the framework of ite omn terms
of reference.

It haa always been diffiocult to put this idea
scross and it required a lot of practical
sxperience and working together before the
concept became clear. The commonest error made.
was when members of existing groups that make up
V2C, would argue snd demand that V30 carry out
the tasks and funotions which their = respective
groups laid olsim o, It should be remembered
that when gefforts are mads to involve the VSC
nationally in other issues, or when the V3C does
get involved in other campaigna, no matter how
harmless they may appear, should they be the
tenanta! struggles or racism, it weakens the VSC
because it tends to cut scross the unity that has
been built up on the Vietnam question, and
introduces tha potentiality 'of diwisions.

In my. opinion this was the danger in the ceae of
Czechoalovakia and the Russian invasion. There

is no doubt that t_he o"-rerihelmifzg_m_jqriigr of ¥3C




members were opposed to the invesion: but it
muet be stressed that this would, in many
inatancea, be for different reasons because of
the differing analyses they have. It should not
be mssumed that all members of VSC haye the same
analysea. It is quite possible for VSC people or
local groups to even support the Hussian invesion
of Czechoslovakia, in fact some do, and =till
remain effective and loyal members of V3C.

If it is proposed thet V8C should campaign on
this dissue, for example, then the shiflt can
become open-ended with all kinds of poasibili-
tiee. TWhers should the limit be ¥ Why not
campaign on Cuba, on rents, on the wage freeze?
We would all agree that these are burning issues,
but once V3C begine to act this way, then it
baging more and moTe to approximate to a polit-
ical party. Participation in VSC will require
greater and Preater common agreement, and inatead
of strengthening VSC, these other issues will
weaken it. ¥o single indiyidual or group has the
right to ssy & priori which lasue will or will
not become divisive.

V3C can't pretend it is one thing and act ina
contrary way without accepting the consequences
of that change. If it changee in this way, tha
first thing it has to do is to explain +to the
other groipings in Sritain why it exists separate
e apart from them, and why people should join
it, and not any one of the other groups. It
begins to compete in an already crowded field. If
some people fesl that such a change should take
place, this must have the widest discussion and
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g new conference. It is totally wrong for such a
changea to "ereep 4n" by @gradual mowves by
individuals in VS5C who feel frustrated by ita
limitations.

¥SC's success in drawing in unorganised people
who feel the need for an organisation is the
basic rTeason for this guestion coming up. If
people feel that we should now turm this success
on Vietnam in the direction of launching & multi-
issue organisation, an avowedly, but as yet
unspecified political party, they must realise
the extrems impertance of what they are suggest-
ing. To do this without all mnembers.of VSC
being able to express +their opiniona sbout it,
would be very undemocratic and would severely
damage the organisation.

It is my firm conviction +that the V3C experience
has strengthensd the left as & wholej but it has
only done sc by being successful at what it set
out to achieve. I am further convinced +that if
V3€ is even more successful in the future, then
the trends in this sountry towsrds regeneration
of the left and revolutionary regroupment will
atrengthen.

If the ILeft in Britain is sble to liwve up to its
regponsitility to the Vietnamese revolutiem, then
it iteelf will become revoluticnised and i% will
have taken a giant step in the construction of &
revolutionary instrument capable of overthrowing
capitaliam. ILet us not be too impatient- thare
are no short-cuts through the very real d4iffio-
ulties that are before us.

GZECH STUDENTS AND THE
RUSSIAN INVASION
an eyewitness account

Tessa van Gelderen

If anyone in Czechoslovakia on the night of Aug.
21/22 +thought the Russians were just paying =
courtesy eall, they had only to listen to the com-
tinual noise of the invaders'! aircraft to kmow
they meant business. On that eventful night, if

nothing else did, those asroplanes flying low
over Prague (partly to land troops and tanks, ard
partly, I'm gure, to intimidate the populatiom ),
brought home the reality that Czechoslovakia was

being cocupied.

The reaction of the people was mized. Some tried
to stop the soldiers, physically with their bod-
ieg, whila others attempted %o ressom with the
soldiers by talking to them; still others would
deliberately ignore them, wallkdng through the
atreets of Prague as though the tanks and troops
just did not exist. In the first few days thi=
geemed +to saffect the Husaisn scoldiers the most,
completely demsralieing some who thought +that
they had come at the regquest of the Czech people;
these sames pecple who now went cut of their way

to ignore them.

Other soldiers were under the
]

impression

they wers mangeuvres, while others had
thnu.ghtﬂ:eﬁrhudlandsdinﬂunguwur&at
Germany for military exercises. All geemed
bewildered to find themselves in a hostile aitua-
tion. (Ome socldier in fact committed suicide
when he realised the role that was expected of
him), These dincredibly young-locking soldiers
were forced to find their own food, often seizing
vana by force and talding food that was for gener-
al distribotiom. Yet degpite all this, the Csechs
were garseful to level their criticisms and
condemnetions at the Soviet Covernment and not st
the soldiers, who all the time I was there they
regarded as their brothers - misguided brothers
but brothera, neverthelesa,

Many wild rumours circulated throughout the tims
I was there inclnding the "news" that China had
invaded Russia during her army's sbesence; that
1,000 dinhabitants had been killed in one town in
SBlovakia by the +troops when they attempted fo
resist the Iinvaders; that Hosygin had committed
guicide, With sc many such stories being broad-
cast and not all later being denied, it was some-
times difficult to kmow exactly what was happenn-
ing.

The invesion occurred one week afterI had arrived
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in Prague. In that week I had telked to many
people, in particular students. I was struck by
their difference in attitude to the Government
from previous times. Last year, for example,
students I knew talked of leaving their homeland
and going to Britain, U.5.A., stc. Yet at thst
time they alao apoke of the fact that it had been
impossible to eriticise the Government befors, in
any degree, even among friends, for fear of repr-
isala. Even 1last year, then, the situation was
lot of adventuriste who could mnever hope %o
achieve  anything, they themselves were acting in
much the same way (although edmittedly in entire-
1y different ciroumstances). Considered tactical-
ly those in Czechoslovakia sould be considéred
more adventurist than the French studenta who did
not try to resist tanks and troope armed with
machine guns. But I think generally there has
been a greater understanding of the part students
ean play in the struggle.

Sinee I have left Czechoslovakias, T havé learnt
of students who have left the country and are
hoping to study in Western Burope of North Amer—
ica. They no longer have any faith in what their
wiveraities can offer them. It would be easy to
say that they should stay and fight, easy emough
if you are not directly emgaged in the struggle
and facing the penalties imvolved.

What we can and must eay is that now the situs-
tion is no longer considered front page news in
the bourgeois press, we on the left muet continue
to give full support to the Czech people and com-
plete condemmation of the Bussians, We must do
this wuntil the last Russian soldier has left
Czech s0il; (as somebody said: "It was bad encugh
Beaing the tanks on every street, but it is worse
now they have 'withdrawn' knowing they ara here
tut not seeing them"); and bayond this we must
support the people of Czechoslovakia in any att-
empt they make - be it the setting up of workers!
comneils, the formation of an opposition socisl-
ist party cutside the National Fromt, the contine
uation of less censorship, more free apeech, the
attempts at anti-bureaucratisation and deatalin-
igation, etc., - anything, in fact, that willhbelp
bring about the political revolution in Csechos-
lovakia and establish workers democracy.

This is something more thean g lesseming of censo-
orship. These were the writings about & men
whose existence had been wiped from the  history
books of Rusaia. Of course, this is not the fun-
damental reason for the Russisna' invasien but I
think it givess good indication that the Fussisng
were afraid of & left-wing revolution; as apposed
toa right-wing counter-revolution. (Thisis not to
say that such a revolution was taking place but
only to "suggest that perhaps it was a very resl
fear on the Bussians' part that it might.)

The studemts I +talked to, although supporting
Dubcek to the hilt, knew that he was still a
bureaucrat, that something of stalinism muat have
rubbed off onto him - after all he had managed to
survive (and more than survive) some of the worst
years of Stalin's regime whilst living in Moscow,

All thiz the Czechs knew but they supported
Dubcek ae the best alternstive available, The
gtpdents T came intp contact with kiew thers wes
no  counter-revolution but they were under the
impression the Russian Covernment was naive
enough to think there wes. They equated the talk
of the Russian goldiers (who thought Rusais had
complete” freedom of gpeech and that Czechoslovek-
ia had become capitalist) with the views held in
the Kremlin,

Before the Bussisns came T asked s nte if
they felt opposition to Dubcek came only from the
right, from the Novotnyites. When they replied
in the affirmetive, I put the idea that there
well be some opposition from the left, T
"idea" because the concept of opposition that
left of the C.P. was alien to their way of think-
ing. This is only to be expected in & generation
that has learnt to equste commmism with maricism-
leninism Soviet-style. The youth I talked to
consider themselves to be sccislists and realise
their ides of socialiem differs from that of the
C.P.j yet their political level is very low be-
cause what they would like to read (e.g. Trotaky,
Guevera) is not readily available, and what they
should resd (i.e. lLenin and Marx) are barely glan-
ced at since these are the official "biblea" af
the C.F,

E&8

The students were very critical of their counter-
parts in France during the month of May, but,
again their arguments were at avery low level pol-
itically. Their eriticiesms basically boil down
to the faet that students cannot bring about a
revolution (which is perfectly true but indicates
a complete misunderstending of the role the
French students played; whichis probably dus more
to lack of any real information then anything
else); and the eriticism that revolutionariss do
not take a holiday in the middle of the revolut-
ion. Yet when the Russisns came these who resig-
ted sotively were the students. A week after I
heard Czech students dismiss those in France a8 a
changing, hesitently and slowly maybe, but chang-
ing all the same. Yet having tasted some freedom
the Czechs naturally wanted more, and when they
did obtain more the Russians naturally“objected®,
Uzechoslovakia, the most vulnerable of the Soviet
bloe countries, could not possibly set a preced-
ent in this way - at lemst not if the Russians
had amy say in the matter.

Bui were the easing of censorship and the granting
of a few liberalisations the only reasons behind
the invesion? Certainly most socialista, East
or Weat, reject the ides of a counter-revolution
telcing place and the Csechs themsalves knew the
difference between destalinisation and the advent
of capitalism (which they most definitely did not
want). Was there in fact something deeper behind
the Husgiana' "anxiety"? It is well-known that
exerpts from a manifesto "For a Covermment of
Workera' Councils in Czechoslovakis" dissued by
the Pourth Internaticnal, the world party of
socialiat revolution, founded hy Leon Trotaky,
dppeared in Juna 24 edition of & new magazine,
"Informational Materiala™; and +that Deutscher's
"The Unfinished Revolution" was in the process of
being serialised in a student-orientated paper.
e S e e e )
CABTRO ON CZECBOSLOVAKIA

It is greatly to be regretted that Fidel Castro
gaw fit to support the Russian invasion of Czech-
oslovakis,. At first it was felt that thie might
have. been dus to Rusgian pressure. However, the
gpesch in which Castro put his position indicates
otherwige. It was an attack on Buseian polioy,
It dis wvery clear that the Cuban leadership does
not understand the nature of bureaucracy and
gtalinism aend that it has & very simplistic
view of the danger of the restorstion of capital-
ism., Howsver, while criticising this position,
no socialist should stop supporting the revolut-
ionary policies of the Cuban Govermment because
ef this ineident; any more than they should stap
supporting the Vietnamese revolution, whose lead-
ers also supported the Russiana,
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TUG & the Labour Part

Charles van Gelderen

The Centenary meeting of the T.U.C., coming as it
did 4in the fourth year of a Labour Government
with & decisive majority should have besn & Ted-
letter occasion, The Lsbour Party is very largely
the creation of the trade unioms, brought into
being to glve political expression +to the
aapirvations of the working class. Though the
Labour piomeers were by no means marxists, they
had an instinctive clasas conscicnsnesa. The
Labour Party was seen by them as the party of the
working class. arrayed .. against the politics of
the capitalist class. The crown of their efforts
was to be s Labour Govermment, their Government
legislating for them and mnot for the bossesa.

At Blackpool the hitherto close relationship
between the trade unions and the Labour Party was
geverely atrained. The weary old stalwarts could
mount the rostrum and, beating their breasts,
proclaim  their loyalty to the Labour Government.
It was clear to the moet casual dbserver that
thia did not reflect the viewe of the rank and
file. By a decisive majority the delegates voted
againat the Govermment's incomes policy, Tecogn=-
ising it for what it is: the most vicious piece of
anti-trade union legislution since the Tories
introduced the Trade Union Act after the General
Strike, And it was not only the votes on the
floor which told the story. The determinetion of
the enginesrs to eall a nation wide atrike
despite the penal sanctions involved spesks the
same langusage.

Significantly, the Dyers and Bleachers resclution
approving the General Council's wage vetting
machinery was ocarried by a derisive 34,000 in a
vote of nearly 9 milliom. Almost  half of
Britain's trgde unioniets are not anxious to see
the T.U.C. do the dirty work for the Govermment,

The militant resolution 4in favour of egual pay
for men and women is heartening., But Congress
has been ocarrying seuch resolutiona gsince the
1880'a., Omly if the threat of industrisl actiom
becomes effective will this resolution have any
meardng, It is high +ime that the ILasbour
movement @mcted resolutely to remove this lest
reservolr of cheap labour = women - from the
labour market by forcing equal psy. :

The increasing militanoy of Labour's industrisl
wing was also reflected in the elections to the
General Council. Hugh Scanlon replsces the
unmourned Lord Carrong Frank Cousins topped the
poll with a massive vote of 8,468,000. Jack Jones
of the Transport Workers, Alan Fisher of . NUFE,
Terry Perry of the Pire Brigades Tnion and George
Doughty of the Draughtsmen, all help to bring &
slight breesze of fresh air and some recognition
of what the rank and file are” thinking into the
Couneil Chamber,

THE LABOUR FARTY CONFERENCE

The annual conference of the Labour Party is the
alter ego of Congress. Without a doubt the
Government's anti-working class economic policies
will again be defeated at Blackpool in October.
Even with Jennie ILee in the cheir exercising all
her undoubted charm this can be takem for

granted. But passing resolutions is not enough.
Like the union, the Labour Party must find a
way to make ite votes effective. Local Constitu-
ency Parties must be prepared to give morzl and
finemeial support +to any dindustrial struggle
which has this end in view. This will be cne way
to make the Government take more notice of the
Conference resclutions. In the long run, the
establishment of @genuine links between the
political and industrial wings on a local as well
68 & regional and national level will do more to
restore the morale of the movement than even
winning +the next election.

Conference agendas reveals +that it is economie
rroblems which pre the main pre-cccupation of the
movement at the moment, This accounts for the
unusual paucity of resolutions on foreign polioy.
The workers fear mass wnemployment; rising costa
and savege cuts in real weges in the months ashead.,
This is reflected in the resclutions and is symp-
tomatic of the almost complete loss of confidence
in the Labour Government.

The continuing drop in membership, to say noth-

EQUAL PAY:

Antonia Gorton

The rebellion against the leadership at the 100th
TOC to support unicns who take industrial sction
over eqgual pay for women is significant mot only

» for women workers but for the entire labour move-

ment. For, given s militant adherance to the in-
tent of the smendmént, the results could have far
reaching effects indeed,

There are over eight million women workers, appr-
oximately ome-third of the total workdng popula-
tion, sbout one-tenth of these are in the public
service or inprofessions where there is no wage
digorimination by sex. The cost of "equal pay"
at its most conservative estimate has been put at
£600 million & year and goes from there up to
£1,600 million.

In LABOUR'S VOICE (so charmingly decorated by
bunny hostesses) the Bromdsheet prepared bty Chris=-
topher Norwood M.F. shows thset Britein is seo=
ond from the bottom in the industrialised nations
in the percentage of female hourly earnings comp-
ared with men's. He says "If the Government
could afford to put 6-9% on the wage costs of
digtribution and construction by the Selective
Bmployment Tax, the country can afford a phased
rise of &sbout 6% in the national wages bill to
bring to an end a century of exploitation of women
at work." Since when would & rise of asbout ‘gﬁ..q
bring to an end a century of exploitation..." Te
Goda and 14ittle bodidns! A phased rise of 68
would still only bring the percentage up to 64%
of the male rate and, assuming everybody else
stays the same, well below Sweden's rate of T6%.

‘—...-. -



y-—the last warning?

ing of the 15 parlismentary by-elections, and the
local govermment elections, tell the same story.
labour is doomed for yearas 4in the political
wilderness if the leadership is allowed to follow
its present dissastrous course. It is up to the
Conference to show, overwhelmingly,that there is
an alternative road - the socialist woad - to
victory.

HOW BRITISH
WOMEN FARE

RELATIVE BOURLY EARNINGS IN MANUFACTURING - 1965
Women's earnings expressed as & percentage of men®s

Sweden 76% Worwsy 75
West Germany Finland

Belgium 67% OCreat Britain 566
Japan 529

AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS - October, 1967

Claseification Men Women
Food, Drink and Tobacco 8/ 5/3
Chemicals 9/10  5/4
Engineering and electrical 9/6 5/9
Shipbuilding /8 5/4
Vehicles 11/3 6/5

Clothing end Footwear i [
All manufacturing B

ndustrial action necessary

The big problem with even this proposal is that
the CGovernment with its wages and incomes policy
of a permitted ¥ increase in wages per year -
which must, in additionbe related to productivity,
relatively high unemployment; continuing deficita
in opversess +trade; amd its loyalty to private
capital is simply not going to grant any concesa-
ipns in this matter unless a tremendously milit-
ant mass movement forcea it to.

A TOTAL FROGHAMME REQUIRED

More than 4 million women at work get lesg than
5/- an hour and one in 25 get over 10/- per hour,
Ite not only s matter of women getting leas pay

for doing the equivalent joba to men, its the lack

of training fecilities, of apprenticecships, of

social prejudices which contribute to the low wage

rates for .women.

Aseording to John Raven, writing in the TELEGRAPH
3f8/68, "British women have fewer opportumities
for +training, less acceptance in top job and a
tendency to be given unskilled and poorly padd
occupations...At a recent count there were only
8,000 female apprentices compared with over
300,000 meles; and in many industries apprentice-
ship is the only door to advancement. There were
only 110 female engineering and electricsl appre-
ntives campared with almoat 90,000 malea. Yeét ir
the subjecta studied in this field, examinstiom
results from "O" level to degree.class lists ghow
that women are at least as able as men. Further
they have a marked sdvantage in manusl dexterity
which must be incressingly important as designs

bacome more complex and compasct...”

Whila the egual pay demand is central, other
demandes must back it up. Women muet be organised
into unions where they are not; appremticeships
must be open to them; the state must provide
child care facilitiea,

A number of unions have now put themselves out in
front of this fight. The smendment urging indus-
trial action was moved by Miss Joan 0'Connell,
DATA, who said "only 10 per cent of women working
in Britain received the same salaries as the men
they worked with, This position would not change
antil the women at Fords were joined by others
up and down the country and were supported by
male workers...EBmployers who counted their pro-
fits in millions were watching the debate to see
whzther their licences to profiteer on the pathe-
tically low wages .of women would be renewed.®

Mra. E. Hunt, ASTMS, supported the smendment, "We
are not going to it back and wait for legisla-
tion. My association has declared its intention
of teldng industrial action in switable cases to
secure equsl pay for women members."

The projected conference on equal pay scheduled
for Oct. 22 in London should come forward with
ngeful idess for deepening the movement, But if
the struggle gets back on the perlismentary trail
we oan expect to wait for our emancipation until
200th snniversary of the TUC, 9
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discussion continued

Letter from John M. Chappell (Newcastle, Staffs,)
Dear Sir,

Thank you for sending me a ocopy of
TRTERNATIONAL, I am concerned that both your
paper and ites sister  journal WORLD OUTLOOK a)
support the Black Power movement and 'h} write off
the ptruggles of industrial workers in advanced
countries as worthy of only passing notice.

In the U.3.A., and to a lesser extent in Britain,
black workers have besn subject to severe
disorimination in housing and jobs, =nd hounded
by white racist gengs., It is understandable that
their resentment of +this treatment should lead
many of them into the error of evolving a racism
of their own, believing that their enemy is not
the bourgeoisie but the white race. This is what
the Black Power movement aims to do, as is moat
clearly expressed in Carmichael's statement in
Havana that since the white man has taught us to
be ashemed of being black, so we should learn to
be proud of it! Mny man who is proud of the
colour of his skin is a racist, since by implic-
ation he considers men of other colours to be
“inferior. Micheel X was explicift on the infer-
iority of the white race in describing them as
"monkeys, devils and bastards", as guoted in your
article, and whilst one must oppose the soticn of
the bourgecis police in erresting him, thie is a
racialist atatement of the crudest kind, I
Powell or Colin Jordan had made the same state-
ment -~ about black people, you would rightly have
been indignant. But then, your two authors,
Megsra, Tate and London themselves seem to share
subconacioualy the same racial prejudice, since
they insist on spelling "white™ with a amall "«
and "Black" with a biz "B,

An to the socialist pretensions of the movemernt,
it is significant that whilst Carmichsel mede an
apparently socialistic speech in Havena, prom-
inent Black Power spokesmen have advocated the
growth of black capitelism in the U.3.A., thus
opportunisticnlly adapting their politics to
their suwrroundings, Their tie-up, through such
persong &8 Michsel X, with the reactionary Black
Muslims, &8 myatical religious sect reminiscent 'of
the Xu Klux Klan, is also very sinister,

On this iseue, ‘therefore, it is not the I.S5,,
8.L.L. 8snd R.S5.L. who are being sectarian, but
the WBnited Secretariat and its affiliates are
being opportimistic, and as we have seen, the
8.L.L. would have had & more than adequate case

if +they had had the courage to accept Boutelle's
challenge to a debate.

Your two authors attempt %o wriggle out by a
geries of shallow sophisms. Firstly, it ia
pointed out that a large section of the white
proletariat {8 rdcist, and suggeated that the
only alternative open to building the Bleck Power
movement is +to wait for white workers to become
revolutionary. This idis falsey revolutionary
Regroea, 1ike white Marxists, should be “getting
ptuck into the job of combatting this racism by
education and propaganda”. Thie means that
revolutionary sections (at present largely Negro)
of the proletariat must organise not racially but
on g olage basis, Only in this way can bleck
militants build a bridge to the white proletariat
and win over its conservative and racist
elements,

To build & black raciet movement, on the other
hand, cen lesve white workeras at best indifferent
and at woret exscerbate their racisl hostility to
their black comrades and so @et up a vicious
cirele, To psuggest that this is formal, as
oppoged to dialectical thinking is anothar
gophism., To invoke the dialectic, and partic-
ularly the principle of "unity of opposites" as a
pretext for doing the opposite of what is
necessary is a fawvpurite {rick of Stalinists,
Healyitee and other psegdo-Marxrist guacks. On
thiz principle one could argue that since Wilson
is pursuing an ultra-opportunistic, pro-capital-
ist policy, then dialectically the lahour Party
will  develop inte & reveolutionary socislist
party.

The correct poliey for a revolutionary party to
talte on Hlack Power is to "get stuck into the job
of eduocstion and propaganda", against black as
well as white racism, and to win the movement
over to Workers' Power, When this is done, the
foundetions of & mass movement will have been
laid,

WORKERS OF THE WORLD TUNITE! Yours falthfﬂll}',
John M. Chappell,
e T e e ey e s e———

We are continuing the dipcussion upon Elack Power
bacause of the obvious confusion that existaon
the left; However, in view of the danger of rep=
ition we will have to limit further articles to
those which say something new. We have nsked Fat
Jorden to reply to this letter, in this light.



Comrade Chappell expresses, in what appears to me
to be & very direct and honest way, ideas which
are very wideapread on the left. It is not very
often that comrades holding thess views are 8o
forthright. Hence one can value comrade Chappell's
contribution much more than those who qualify
their ptatementa with "ifa"™ and "buta®.

Tha fundamental feult in comrade Chappell's
thinking is +that he proceeds from the point of
view of formal logic,as opposed to the marxist
method of dialsctical logic.

Comrade Chappell triea to refute this but his
remarks on the subject show that he has no gresp
of the subject. I would advise him, most seriou-
ely, to read what Trotaky wrote on the subject
in DEFENCE OF MARKISM (an essay: the ABC OF MATE-
RIALIST DIALECTICS, page 48, Pioneer edition.)

I will leave his foray into the field of grammer
to others more gifted in this field. As for his
charge that INTERNATIONAL considers the atruggle
"of industrial workers in advenced countries as
worthy of only pessaing notice™, I sm astounded -
he obviously has not seen cur imeues covering the
French crisis,.

Marxista do not & la Kant put things into categ-
ories which exist dindependent of time and
cirpummstance.” Comrade Chappell eguates the feel-
ings of GStokely Carmichael on the gquestion of
eolour with +those of Fowell and Colin Jordan!
Stokely Carmichsel is a leading light of & move-
ment which represents the aspiretions of =&
terribly oppressed minority - Powell and Colin
Jordan ga the prejudices of an oppresaive
majority (the reflection in form of idses of
imperialist exploitation of the colondiea).

But for Chappell this is unimportant:s pride in
ona's race or colour is racist, racism is bad,
therefore Carmichael and Blaok Power are reactio-
nary. For him racism is something which exiatas
in the sbstract, independent of time or space -
this is pure philosophical idealism.

Comrade Chappell ahows thie approsch even more
clearly when dealing with Black Power. For  him
"Black FPowar is Black Power"; he does not see it
a8 a complex process, with contradictions, tende-
noisp and an inner logic.

Marxists consider sny @et of ideas from their
content and function in a particular set of
cirovmstances, If comrade Chappell were right
8l]l national consciousness would be p2actionary
.because pride in one's own nationhood would imply
that peoples of other nations were inferior,

Lenin combatted these kind of ideas in his writ-
ongs on the national question (see THE RICHT OF

NATIONS T SELF-DETERMINATION, ete.)

Bvery ideclogy that the struggle throws up (and
let us remsmber that the Black Power ides was
born in struggle as opposed to the sterile
sectarisnism of the SLL, FSL =nd IS on this sub-
ject which arises from dogmatic contemplation)
has to be congidered from the point of view of
ites function in the particular situation., The
power of the bourgecisie rests, in the lsst anal-

yeis, upon its power over men's minds.

It has two particular functions: (1) to Justify
the status guo, and present it as the naturael and
eternal state of affairs; and (2) to prevent any
struggle to change this "patural" state of affai-

r8, The specific form that bourgeois ideo has
t@um among the black people ﬁﬂthat- nrlﬁﬂl-
ling into them the idea of their own inferiority.
It taught them that because of this inferiopity
they had to accept a lower standard of lifa,
that becsuse of this inferiority they should not
start a struggle - they would only suffer defeat -
and that because of this inferiority they should
regtrict themselves to appealing to the better
nature of the superior whites,

Hlack Fower ecut through this nonsense like & hot
knife through butter. It has glven the black
people confidence and set them into motion, To
say that this will exacerbate the racial hostil-
ity of the whites is nonsense. In fact, Blsck

Power can do the opposite by winning the respect
of white workers. wigad

The phenomenom of Black Power, therefore, must be
enthusiastically welcomed at this stage by all
marxists. Of course we want the ideas of marxism
to grip the minda of black militents and the
INTERNATIONAL's oo-thinkers in the TUnited States
are doing more to facilitate this than anyone else,
In fact, becasuse marxists have a positive appro-
ach to the idems of Black Power this is very much
facilitated.

When comrade Chappell saye that the black people
must organise on a class basis only he is chall-
enging thelr right %o organise as an oppressed
minority. It is an elementary principle that
any sector with common interests has the right to
organise in defence of those interests, That is
why we have unions for special types of workers,
why there are youth organisations and organisat-
ions for national minorities. Even the old
people hawve their OAPs, would comrade Chappell
deny +them that right? Why does he pick on the
black people, especially as they are the most
oppressed of all? I would suggesat that his sense
of outrage is an expression of prejudice bolast-
ered by the pressure of the capitalist press amd
other right wing forces.

There is no contradiction between organising as
black people and organising on class limes., In
the United Ststes the overwhelming majority of
black people are workers; in many big towns they
are by far the majority of the working class.
Where the whité workers will let them in, they
are in the same unions, Moreover, in case comr-
ade Chappell has not grasped the fact, Paul Bout-
elle and Fred Halstead (a rhita} are in the same
political party.

Comrade Chappell, we all stand for workera' power
= but this will not come from merely re-iterating
plogans. Nor does it come from "combatting racism
by education =nd propagends" slone. 4sk the
SPGB, they have been doing that for over 60years,

Workers' power will come when marxists link them=
pelves with living struggles and win the mass of
the people who want to fight for revolutionary
ifeas. Iecturing peopls who are fighting in
the streeta about the error of their ideas is not
the way to achiewve this,.

The Black Power movement in the United States has
put the fear of god up the ruling class (let wus
hope it does the seme in this country!). In deno-
uncing Black Power and advocating integration one
puts one's self in the same comp with all those
who have tried to hold back the struggle of the




Tarig Ali, the capitalist press

and the Newsletter

a day goes by without
fea'buring Tariq Ali. The a.rttchu pour nut in an

unquenchable stream. They vary from the wulgarly
spiteful or the deliberately distorted, to the
peusdo-knowledgable and the nzuseatingly
patronising, L e 58

There are good reasons for thia, the tele-
vision, press, stc., always try to present politics
a8 & conflict of personalities. For instance the
regignations of Brown and Gunter were accompanied
by a welter of engquiry into how they felt about
other membera of the Govermment, but very little
examination of the political reasomns for the
eplits. It is part of the cultural decay of
capitalism, that it seeks always to focus on the
peripheral, the inconsequential, and  the
ephemeral, To encourage people to search for
reality in & world of war, exploitation and
erigie would be to mmltiply the forces which are
determined to change that world,

The publicity which Tarig receives is determined
by the need of the communications media +o
personalise the upsurge of the militent left in
order to avold discussing the ressons for that
upsurge, It has nothing to do with tha desire
for publicity of Tarig A14. It is however a
measure of +the importence nrihntwallhave
achieved,

Tt is noticeasble however that this has produced a
certain amount of resentment towards Tariq from a
nmmber of comrades. The reaction from a section
of the orowd outside the Soviet Embassy, when
Tariq got up to speak, and the camersa started
flashing and w , Was rather childish. The
gttempt to eshout him down was both undemocratie
and unfair, and was gleefully reported in the
press next day. To take sdvice from the Black
Dwarf poster, our motto should be "Know Thy
Enemy", Our enemy certainly dis not Tariq Ald.
Cne section of the left which 15 habitually
unable to discern exactly who ite enemies are 41a
the Socialist Labour Ieague. BSo convinced are
they that everyone slse is dedicated to "divert-
ing" the workers from following their "correct”
leadership, that +they have long ago lost the
ability to be objective about other left-wing
tendencies,

I+t was inevitable that they womld get round to
"dealing with® Tarig. They are faced withthe
danger that ‘a large mumber of their followers,
the youthful ones in partieuvlar, have not yet
had their minds closed, end could easily wonder
whether their own dwindling ranks compared to the
growth of the forces arcund V.5.0., was a proof
of the superiority of their "principled" version
of marxism,

Desperate as they are, it was also inevitable
thet they should turm to the capitalist press for
their ammunition, both to pieck out Teports which
can be conveniently twisted, and also to smear
Tariq with the insimuation that he courte public-
ity for his own ends.

THE NEWSIETTER of Augunat 31st carries an article
by Cliff Slaughter entitled "Capitalist Press
Praise for Anti-Communists." The main purpose of
this article is to'prove™ +that the two mass left
wing demonstrations against the Soviet invasion
of Ozechoslovakis were anti-commundiat, and
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Bob Purdie

included reactionary elements, we do notwish
here to deal with this aocusation which is
compounded of misquotation, distortiom, and
direct liea. BSuffice to say that the demonatrat-
ion held on the Sunday following the invesicn
started with the participants howling down the
hypocrites who epoke at the Labour Party rally,
and ended with them howling down a Young Tory who
had infiltrated the demomstration, and attempted
to speak. And both demonstrations were a sea of
red banners,

Now a few examples of what they say sbout Tariqg:-
"The Socialist Labour League is hated, and
rightly so by Tariq Ali and those like him......"

"It's time Tariq Al1i was told to shut his mouth.
Be im deliberately used by the capitalist press
to build op a picture of what is supposed to
exist to the left of the Commmist Party."

"Political playboys are an expensive joke so far
ag the real marxist movement is concermed. At
oritical timea like the invesion of Czecho-
glovakia they become the apearhead of all the
middle-plass ‘'democratic! rubbish around the
l-e'ft'ilii"

TYPICAL STALINIST

These should suffice to give the flavour of this
vicious attsck. Since Tariq hss not made any
statepents about his emotions oconcerning the
8.L.L. it ies rather =stupid to accuse him of
"hating" the denigens of Clapham High Street.
This ie of course a typically stalinist argument-
ation. Once you establish that scmeons ies mowved
by hatred for your idems, you are not obliged to
examine his ideas seriously and objectively.
Stalinist, too, is the “shut his mouth". langus-
ge. OCome off it 3.L.L., you don't impress anyone
with that kind of polemic, least of all the new
layers of young pecple who ere being drawm into
left-wing politics at present. That type of
attitude will hasten the isolation which you are

bringing upon yourselwves,

The "political playboy" accusations are more
gubtle, but just as unfounded. Tarig worked
devotedly for V.8.0. long before beccoming "famocus"
and becoming & npational figure has not altered
that commitment, although it has changed the way
in which it is expreased.

Ha work on the PLACK DWARF should be mentioned,
Thig is one of the most valuable publicationa to
appear on the left for sometime. Its succese
ig dus meinly to the work Teriq has put in, and
the job of editor is not the most lucrative poat
which his talents could command.

And let us not forget that the threat of deport-
ation still hangs over Tarig., Think back to
Callaghan'a statement in the House, in answer to
Robert Mellish's demand for Tariq's deportation,
It is likely that the October demonstration will
be followed by renewed witch-hunting sttempis,

What is required is solidarity with Tarig, and
appreciation of the contribution he is making,
not petty jealousy and malevolent comment,




Labour Party at
the crossroads

Julian Atkinson
It ia a measure of the crisis of Labourism that
tvo booke* have been published this month that
chart the present disaster ocourse. It is the
firat +that is. the most surprising and indicates
the depths of disillusionment and disaffection
that Wilsonism has caused amonget the ranke of
the previously faithful. The oontribotors to
"Matters of Principle™ are very much men of the
centre; academics, itechnocrata, bemevolent social
enginesrs and meritoorats to the laat mang
precigely the group that Wilson asimed at with his

coupling of socialism and soience and the whole
“white heat of technological revolution™ rhetoric.

These men are uneasy when they criticise the
Labour Govermment and continually stress what the
oconsider to be the positive aspects of labour's
record, but criticise they do. They are not
shaken by the Prices and Inoomes policy - most of
them would probably support it - their dissatis-
factions are at once more particular end more
diffuse. The particular failings with regerd to
race, edocation, governmental wmethod, foreign
policy eto., are meticulously noted. But it is a
wider unease that motivatea these apologetic
revolutionaries: "Piecemeal aocial engineering
makes sense only if we have a prior notion of the
prposes of the englne."; "A& party of radi-
cal reform must state its aims; this is ss much a
part of its job as cerrying them out.”™ The con-
tributoras have found that pragmetism has turned
inte opportunism., Their solution is a return to
"principles" or, more concretely, to the aimsof
btuilding & participatory democracy. It is this,
they feel, that is so lacking. Ome contributor
comments that +the only decision in which the
public has felt 1t hae hed s say has been the
retention of the Esso tiger. The answer then to
the drift in Labour's policies lies in producer
and consumer cooperation as implied in Clause IV.

"WILSON THE LEFT" MYTH

Paul Foot is less ambiguous in his disgnosis of
the complaint and, consegquently, has a clearer
snalysis of what ought to be done. Foot carries
through his argument via a study of Harold
Wilson., His first task has been to demolish the
myth of the "left-wing” Wilson. The record
gtands wvery plain, In the post-war ILabour
Government, Wilson operated the Board of Tradeas
an amex of the CBI., His jdeclogy revolved
around the premise +that only socialism cculd
guarantee the real growth and health of private
enterprise and already his speeches were studded
with the phrases "dsad wood in the board rooms"
end "merchant wventurers", He even received the
rebuke from the argh-conzervative Herbart
Morrison +that he was "too moderate" - surely a
racordl

The meteoric: rise of Wilson was stopped by
his indecisivensess during the 1949 devaluation
crisisy a lapse that ensbled his rival Hugh
Gaitskell +to gain the ascendancy. It was
Gaitakell, wery largely, who was responsible for
the introduction of prescription charges. Wilson
swung into opposition behind Bevan and started to
posture a5 & man of the left. He went to the

extent of resigning from the Govermment, although
congiderable evidence exista that Morrisom forced
him to reaigng his letter of resignation was
never published,

This temporary set-back proved to be the making
of Wilsom. BHe from then on, combine
consiatently right-wing policies with invocations
of the nsme of HNye whenever he neaded
Constituency support. This dual nature wes the
corner stone of hie success but at the pame time
expleine the extremes of disenchaniment felt by
many of the Constituency left. During Govermment
Wilson and the Labour Party had to make a choice
between right-wing policies and left-wing
verbiage,

The economic crisis left by the Tories allowed
no room for manoeuvre. Bither capital or lab-
our had to be attacked. The sescen's strike
drove Wilson into-the open ms a staunch defender
of capital mnd & red-briting opponent of the
unions, Foot's book is a valusble document in
the story of the decline of reformism, although
not 2ll his formulations are uiformly precise
and opocasionally he takes a somewhat simpliatic
view of the process. What certainly is shown
by the book is that a void hes been left in the
Iabour movement by the demise of reformism as &
valid option, and that it is the marxists who
mist fill that void.

* Matters of Principle, edited by Tyrrell Burges
Penguin, price 4/-.
The Polities of Harold Wilsom by Paul Foot,
Penguin, price 6f=

A decisiveconference

Az mattera’ stand it appears almoet certain that
the ILabour Party :comference at HBlackpool will
follow the TOC in voting solidly againat the Gov-
ernment's anti-workingclase policies, gazing into
the orystal ball a bit more deeply, we can he
fairly confident ¢hat a policy will be adopted
somewhat similar to the Socialist Charter. This
ia to be hoped and every socialist should work
for this.

The Socialist Charter is an ambiguous programe -
it has to be welcomed because it is an attempt to
organise around a political programme but, unfor-.
tunately, meny concession on programme were- made
in its formulation. There is, for instsnce, no
position taken of opposition to the Incomes Pol-
icy. |Many of the economic messures advoocated
boil down to an alternative capitalist etrategy.
T™he left hes paid dearly for mistekea of 'this
kind in the past: remember the confusion caused
when Wilson adopted TRIPURE's advice and da-
valuad,

But even this is secondary: the main thing that
is lacking in the Labour Party is a fight, If
victory for the Sociamlist Charter cen be used to
start a fight in the party for an alternati-
ve left policy, we will have made a greatstep
forward.

In order to launch such a fight the rank and file
will have +to be drawn in. The way in which the
Socialist Charter "descended from the heavens "
is HOT the way to ensure massiwve rank and file
participation. Following on from this- conference
ths left should eell its own conference to thrash
out @& Tighting strategy end & new programme in a
completely demoorstic way. This is the only chance
there is to reverse the decline of the left inthe

abour Pﬂﬂl




Fred Halstead speaks
on G.L anti-war mood

John London

What attitude should the Vietnam protest movement
in the Onited States have towards the American
army 7 Should the militants refuse to go into the
army ¥ These were the themes of Fred Halstead's
speech in Caxton Hall, London, on Wednssday,
Sept. 18th, He had just vieited Saigon along
with Barry Shepherd, editor of the -American
Militant. The meeting was organised by the
International Merxist Group. Halatead, a revol-
utionary socialist and Socialist Workers' .
candidate in the forthooming presidential elect-
ion in the United States, is a prominent figure
in the Wew York anti-war movement.

He told the audience of how the snti-war move-
mént in the United States had reached a crisis of
not knowing where to go mext. "Millions have
moved . into opposition," he eaid, "with probably a
majority of the population being opposed to the
war in one way or snother, there have been some
of the largest demonstrations on any guestion or
at any time, and yet all this has not stopped the
war,”

He spoke about the wide impact of the Vietnam war
upon the United States and the changes that have
taken place because of the war. "It has oreated
a revolutionary process," he said. "The United
States ia freer today than it has been since
before the second World War, for the exchange of
controversial views and ideas.” I¥n contrast to
when he first became a socialist, he said, 1liter-
ature stalls selling a wide range of socialist
literature are nmow to be seen in all major coll-
ogea, This is s direct result of the Vietnam war
and the movement that has grown up around it,
"Phig freedom was not given from on high, but 1t
was taken in struggle." he said.

The process, he went on, is pressmtly limited to
the students and bhlack people. "It has yat to
apill ocut to other seotions of the population
before it will have a decisive dimpact. 100,000
atudents canmnot stop the war., Activity mmat be
spread to those sectors of the raw commnity
which could stop it. 100,000 trusk-drivera could
stop the war if they mobilised against it; and so
could 100,000 soldiers. The problem is to spread
it into the working class.” With the exception
of the black population, this was extremely diff-
icult, he said. But there is one poseibility
= the G,I.8, the majority of whom are working

class,

The choice for young people who are opposed to
the war, when they are faced with the draft, is
to go to prison or to lemave the country, maybe
for 1ife. This takes them out of the resistance
tc the war. He showed how the potentisl had
changed now that the draft boards had begun to
remove deferments for gradustes - the young
people who have been through the radicalisation
of the pasat few years. "The mixture of the young
college sctivist with the blacks and poor whites
is explosive." he said.

"It was to demonstrate these posaibilities,” he
said, "that we went to South Vietnam. When we
talked about going to Saigon, people told us that
this would be foolish - they said we would be
killed or have a bullet in our becks. We were

not risking our lives as far as the G.I.s were
concerned," he stated. "We knew the oppoaition
was wide among C.I.8 as it is in the genaral
population."”

He told how they went to Saigon 1like & couple of
tourists, and were not atopped, either because
the American asthorities did not want the embara-
ssment of stopping someone who was a president!-
al candidate, after having had the capitalist
politicians ‘there; or the South Vietnamess
government is in such a state of confusion, it
does not know what it is doing.

"We talked to dindividual soldiers wherever we
could meet them, We went along the strests
passing out leaflets, in bars, into service clubs
and onto a large base.

"We found a minority of G.I.se for the war," he
said, "and a larger minority were against,and
the bulk were confused. There was no hoatility
from G.I.s. "The only real +trouble they got
into was in 8 bar in Saigen, when a white soldier
sparked off a fight after making a raciet remark
about a black G.Y. who wss speaking to Pred. A&
fight ensued.

"As a result,"” Halstead went on, “the Vietnam war
iz one of the main enginee of radicalisation in-
gide the nited States: it begine with opposition
to the war and then carries over to some kind of
understanding of the general imperialist aystem."
In his econclusion he brought to the attention of
the audience, the recent developments among GI's
against the war, (see other article). He mem-
tioned that a very important demonstration of GI's
was scheduled in San Franciseo on October 12th.
The audience showed great interest in several GT
anti-war papers which are published inside the
Army .

Haletead explained how there is an extremely
tense atmosphere snd it is not excluded that
there will be a racial explosion. "The war
execerbates all the problems of U,.S. society,” he
explained,

After Jleaving South Vietnam, he went to Thailand
where he estopped off in  Bangkok, "If anyone
wante to kmow why the U.S. is fighting in Vietnam
they should go there," he said., "If you walk
down-town, you see the names of American, West
Burcpean and Japsnese buaineases, all grafted
on to0 & semi-feudal society."

He related sn incident in Japsn where Halstead
and Shepherd attended an anti-war conference
where he +took issue with Emrye Hughes, M.P. who
had spoken at the conference to the effect that
he. hoped that U.5. would see the light like Bri-
tain amd give up its colonisl holdings., Fred
pointed out that in fact Britsin was still
imperislists all that had changed was that the
U.8. had become the world's cop.

"This condition," Halstead said, "requires the
U.8. to spend eighty billion dollars on military
oversess expenditure. It is the reascn for the
permanent draft. The draft was not alwaye perma=
nent, but it is now."
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G.L UNREST
WORRIES
PENTAGON

SAN FRANCISCO - On Oot. 12, GIs here will lead
their biggest demonstration yet against the Viet-
nam war despite moves by top military bress to
stop the action. The GIs followed by ressrviais,
veterans and supporters, will march along the
same Toute used by the April 27 antiwar march
this year.

A rally in the Civio Centre with GI speakers will
be held after the march. GIs are working with
vaterans and peace organisations in building the
march., A broad base of support is being built.
Endorsements and financial support have been
obtained from labour sunions and churchmen.

ILieutenant Hugh F. GSmith and Airman Micdhsel RH.
Locks of Hamilton Air Force Bast are among the GI
leadera bullding the demonstration. Both worked
on the GI contingent for the April 27 march and
on the Aug. 10 GI teach-in in Berkslaey.

That the military brass is concerned by the Oct.
12 march was revealed by a leaflet being distrib-
uted to servicemen in the Bay Area. The leaflet
reproducea the text of an unclassified mesaage
received at the Air Force commmiceticoms centre

in the Pentagon Aug. 28.

The message is headed "Personal for Genersl Mo-
Cormell from General Bates." Gen. McConnell is
chief of ataff of the Adr Force; Estes is chief
‘of the Military Adrlift Command.,

The message says, in part, "Strongly believe this
demometration should be oquashed if posgible
bacanse of possible severe impast on military
disoipline throughout the servicea."

EBstes points out in the message that there 1s now
no Air Force regulstion againat men demonstrating
againat the war while in wniform. The only pert-
inent regulation AFR (Air Force Begulation) 35-78
bens wearing a uniform during eivil rights demon-
girations only.

Bstes, 4in the message, "reluctantly" recommended
that Smith be honourably discharged, but on Sept.
9, Smith was instead ordered to & new duty stat-
fon on Taiwan and is, of course, to report prior
to Octs 12.

Smith, however, has said that the march will not
be atopped even if he and Locks are shipped ocut
or confined, "Qthers will step in to tske our
places as acon as we leave,” he said.

lawyers in the Bay Ares have volunteersed their
garvices to help Smith Ffight what they consider
an illegal move by the Adr Poree din shipping
Swmith out.

Smith end Locks see mesa sotion as the hest wsy
of-epreading opposition to the war and say ‘that
the broad support slresdy obtained indicates o new
gtage for the antiwsar movement. "We see o new

and broad link-up of GIs and civilians, something

that has not happened before, coming out of this
march," Loocks said.

The two servicemen have alsc been active in form-
ing the GI Association, or GIA (the name is a take
off on CIA). According to Locks and Smith, GIA
membership is widespread and includes men stat-
ioned in Vietnam, Korea and elsewherc. "We need
our own organisation which will look sfter our
own interests and allowsus to teke commom sction
to our common problems," Smith said.

Civilian support Ffor the Oct. 12 march includes
"miniskirt" and "mom" brigades of women to leaf-
let at bases and service centres in the cities.
Broad mass support is seen by Smith and Locks snd
their veteran and eivilian supporters as the best
vay of encouraging GIs to march and to protect

them from retaliation b; the brass.
French Crisis Documents & Analysis

This is a fascinating collection of documents and
analyses indispensable for the understanding of
the Msy upsurge. Plerre Frank, secretary of the
E banned) Parti Communiste Internstionaliste
French section of the Fourth Internatiomal)
writes at length on the significance of the
events as 4 whole, and contributions by Francois
Thibault, Iudovik and Francis Michel ocover
particular aspects - the student movement, the
Comites d'Action Lyceens, amd the wsy the various,
revolutionary organisstions measured up to the
test of the events. Two statements by the United
Secretariat of the Fourth International snd a
complete documentation of the leaflets issued by
the P.C.I. provide a atage-by-stage analysis of
the trend of developments,

An interesting addition is the collection of
quotations from L'Hmmanite, together with the
press dissues of the leadership of the French
Communist Party and the C,G.T., which provides a
hardly creditable record for these bodies in the
face of what happened.

The pamphlet as a whole is a must for all thoae
who think that the French events have introduced
a new element into Buropean revolutionary
politice, For those whose PFrench is not so
atrong, BEnglish versions exist of six of these
doouments in the appropriate back issues of
INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS(1) - the two statements ty
the United Secretariat (Vol. 6, No, 21, 3rd. June
PP. 516-519 and Vol. 6, Wo. 24, 24th. June pp.
588-590), two of the leaflets of the P.C.I.
(Vvol. 6, No. 22, 10th. Jume p. 525 and Vol. €,
Ho. 23, 17th, June p. 569), the joint commtnique
of the three Trotekyist organisations (Vol, 6,
No. 22, 10th. June pp. 525-528) and the statement
by Piarre Frank on the dissolution of the P.C.I.
(Vol. 6, No. 24, 24th., June p. 580). In sddition
copies of &n English translation of the sccount
of the behaviour of the different revelutionsry
bodies by Francis Michel can be obtained, postage
pald, for 9d., from Pioneer Books, at the above
address.,

(1) Availsble from Pioneer Books, price 2/3 post-
paid. A translation of the mein article by Pierre
Frank -appears in INTERNATIONAL SOCTALIST REVIEW,
ewrent issus, alsc available from the same addr-
ess, price 4/- poat-paid.

Mzi 1968: Premiere phose de la revolution
so¢ialiste francaise -  numers ppecial de
Quatriemse Internationals, juillet 1968,
(4vailable from Pionser Books, 8 Toynbee St,.,
London E.1. - price: 7/6d, poatage paid.)
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German Students discuss

perspectives

Frank Hanson

The 2%rd HNetional Conference of the Sooialist-
isoher Deutscher Studentenbund (5.D.5.), held be-
tween Sept. 12th and Sept., 1fth at Frankfort Oni-
veristy, was indicative of the gensral politieal
development and the organisational contradictions
predominant in the German Socialist Student move-
ment.

Formerly a youth section of the German Social Dem-
ocratic. Party (S.P.D.), which split in 1960 over
the adoptipn of a new "ultra-reformist" progromme,
and providing & focus for the inoreasing alienat-
ion of etndents as a4 socisl grouping in advanced
capitaliat sofiety (plus the catalyst effect of
the Vietnamese struggle) it has rapidly assumed
a revolutionary character. This has been inorea-
gingly manifest In campaigns on Vietnam, Springer
and the Emargency Laws,

Althengh spainat  the batkground of strong antl-
commwist’ feslirge (fostered by twelve years of
fasciam as well as stelinism in Bast Germany) and
ralatively high living standarda, such deyolop-
ments “have “been encouraging; but 1t has also
meant that the 3.D.8., whilst belng anti-stalin-
igt and onti-atthoritarian, has also been influe-
noed to & certain extent by anarchistic and
Marousian conogpts.

Consequently, the central problem, rurming thr-
oughout the ‘Conference, was that ths 5.D.3. em-
bodies & revolutionary character witha strusturs
of a reformiat organisation. This question
wes constantly posed. However, as very few of the
120 delegates peemed to realise that organisation
can only be based on political orientation, no
practical econorete solution was supplied. In
fact, oertain decisions tended to exacerbats the
situation.

For example, the first two days were spent discus-
ging whether to expel five leaders of the pro-
Moscow faction who had refused to participate in
the demonatrations sponsored by the 5.D.5. at the
Sofia Youth 'Pestival. It wan argued that althe=
ough no grouping could be expelled for a theor-
eticnl position, measures could be taken sgainst
those who refused to accept unity of actiom.

However, decisions to sctare made by all tendsncies
disoussing - until s predominant majority view has
been obtained, +there 1s no utilisation of the
united front concept. Consequently, even though
the Central Committes was given the right tosus-
pend branches which accepted these expelled members
back into tha Sinqsnj these Wli’h-ﬁﬂl mh
were not effectively excluded and the methods by
which they were expelled only epitomised the fact
thet 5.0.8. is & loose orgasnisation and not
a pﬂl'tl-

Debates on fortheoming activities such as the
Army-Worker-Student alliance and the Emergency
laws, whilst being on a high theoretical level of
abstraction, =gain mersly scratched the surface
regarding the principal contradiction within the

%

A Report of the
SDS onnfemnoa .

5.0.5. It may be that the B.B,Eh has reached its
political height and some new formation will be
needed in order to further the movement, for the
exiating crganisational form appears incapable of
analysing and learning from its own history.

The confersnce wes also important from an inter-
national point of wiew, as there were delegations
from most West Purcopean left-wing student and
youth organisations. Fraternal greetings were
delivered by the J.C.H., Bd Guitonof the V.5.C. and
Fred Halstead, presidential candidate of the
Sogialist Workers Party who aleo gave a spesch on
hisg sctivities in South Vietnam, Notablyths
leader of the P.E.R,., the Lambertist student org-
anisaftion wns unable o sddress the conference

e o s iigimuﬁl reccption of ML ol boge,
A QUARTER OF MANKIND

The mein weaknesa of this very interesting and
well-documentad book, dis that the author, Dok
Wilson, is not & merxist. This sssertion is not
as dogmatic as it appears, aa I bellewe that for
& proper understending of the naturs. of the Chi-
nese state today; a thorough grounding in marxdiset
economics, philosophy and ideclogy is vital. WHi1-
zon moft mearly dpprosches what capitaiist seed-
ety says a soientist must be, that is, non-perti-
san, “ghjeptive". Eut it is precisely this lack
of viewpoint which glves a superficiality snd
muddiness to the books i

For jinstemce, one can only view with suspicien
the scholarship of a man who uses the term
enproletarist to desoribe induatrial workers a
peasants, and agsin, eguates intelligentsis and
bourgecisie, _

Despite these drawbecks, he has handled his subj-
ect with eympathy, giving a mhl: -accurate
picture of the India-Chine border disputs, alth-
ough he presents this as an outcome of over pens-
tivity, misunderstandings and manpsuvrings
without going inte ths very sxcellent rezsons
India had for this iscident. Be shows
that China'as suspiciom of the West ie not dus to
"xenophobia” on the partof the lesdsrship, but dus
to the very real bad axpsriences they have had
partioularly with Britain, He goes into the gque-
ationa of mnational minoritiesy the exploitative
relationship of Russia; the differences among the
laadership on such questions a8 art; end their
foreign peolicy. The one big subjent whichise
omi tted ia that of the Cultural Revolution, which
axcept for references scattered through the work
is not trested as a separated phenomenon, This
is quite an important omission from the viewpoint
of the student of contemporary China who would
naturally look to, this type of book for an opin-
ion. The role of the Chinese in breaking with
the hegemeny of the Russian leadership and provi-
ding & new focus for the intermational communiat
movement is not gone into either. r
In summary, A Quarter of Mankind is readsble,
wall-regearched and informative. But it should
be regarded as supplementary rather than defini-
e on. S, sniiechy Antonia Gorton

A Quarter of Mankind, a Pelican book - A96T, 333
pages, /0.

W.J.B.& Co., Nottm.(TU)
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