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Mass Action To Aid Vietnamese

The huge success of the Moratorium Day demon-
ptrations in the Upited States showad that
Nixon has failed in his aitempts to defuse the
American anti-Vietnam war movement, The att—
empt by cortain US officials to witeh-hunt
the demonstrators by linking them with Hanoi
backfired. We look forward to an even more
successful demonstration on November 15th.

Paradoxieally enough, Nixon's efforte peem
to bave had moch more succezss in other count-
rieg than in the United States, Britain is
no exception to thiz rule. We might say that
another contributing factor has been the sec-=
tarianism and opportunism of certainleft
groups ino Britain,

Both the Vietnamess asnd the American anti-
Vielnam war movement have stressed the impor-
tance and wvalue of actions in Britain, and
especially mazs actions, When they began the
protest movement in the United States there
wad a very different sitoation than from
today: The opponents of the war were isclated
and had an wphill struggle. Support from
Britain and other countries helped their
morale and assisted in breaking down the

igolation,

It would Be easy to get over-optimistic about
the likelihood of the US aggressors pulling
out of Vietnam, No doubt Nizom will try some
stunt on November Frd desigmed to dampen down
the November 15th action. There is no evid-
ence that the U8 adwinistration has decided
to pull out. W¥e can be smre that US imper-
ialism will mnot give up its struggle +o
dominate Vieinam wnleas forced to do =0,

At present the only circumstances we can
envizsage which will lead to US withdrawal are
these where it is in danger of decisive
defeat becanse of a combination of military
mecess by the Vietnameae and the demoralis-
ation of its own army.

It is from this point of view we have to view
the coming HNovember 2%rd demonstration in
Britain. This demonatration is designed to
ahow our support for the Vietnamese people
and our solidarity with the U8 anti-Vietnam
war movement, By making it as large and as
snccessful & possible we will be materially
ageisting the struggle to build s movement in
the S army against the war,

Sopporters of INTERMNATTONAL must demand from
all left wingers, anti-imperialiats and soe-
ialispte full sopport for this demomnstration,

HUGO BLANCO SERIOUSLY ILL
Hugo Blanco, the Peruvian peazant leader whe
iz Jlanguisghing in gaol on the island of Kl
Fronton, is eritically ill, Newspapers in
Lima have carried articles calling for blood
plazma for Blanco, who is suffering from
the effects of bad diet and lack of vitamins.
According to a commmnication we have received
from Hector Bejar, Huro Blanco iz suffering
from peroicious anemia.
Funds are urgently needed for plasma, these
ghould go to: Committee for Human Righta,

Boza Alareo,

Avenne Tacna 633,

Department 132,

Lima,

FPeru.
There are other not-ge-well-lmown pelitical
prisoners 1in Peru who are ill, In Hunaeayo,

Ortiz is ill with Leishmaniasis {an infection
caused by protozeoal parasites), Simeon Flores
with goitre and Nie de la Cruz with T.B.

John Edmunds*
# Speretary of the Committee in Snlidari?r
with the Victims of Repreasion in Peru, c/fo
17, Norland Square, London W, 11.
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The Strike
Wave

Britain has joined the other countries of
Western Eurepe in eXperiencing a strike wave,
Dustmen, miners, car workers, and even fore-
men  have joined in., Faced by this militam oy
the Government and some sections of the eapl -
o¥ers have been forced te concede increases
which would have bheen guite wunthinkable a
short time ago.

Yetal the same time the movement which Eprung
up against the anti-trade uniom legislation
has gone into sharp decline, Barlier this
year this movement could mount twe politieal
strikes of 100,000 and 200,000, ¥yet lasi
month it comld only muster 75 to its nat-
ional conference,

No one can blame this decline on to the wor-
kers - they are showing their militancy every
day. We helieve that there are two reazons
for this decline, ;

Firstly, it must be said that after the Gov-
ermment withdrew the anti-strike legislation,
in exchange for a promise frem the TUC that
that aogust body wonld poliece unofficial
strikes,the majority of militant workeras felt
they has scored a notable victory., This, in
iteelf has heen a powerful contributing fact-
or to the strike wave, bul has made the old-
gtyle defence comnitiees seem redundant,

Secondly, we believe that the decline of the

organiged movement reflecis the bad leadership

given to it, The lack of an offensive atra
tegy and concentration on defensive demands,
the continuouz watering down of Progrimme
to  get "broader suppert”, until the lowest
common  deneminator was reached, the lack of
invelvement in real struggles, the complete
lack of real discussion about the probl ems
confronting the movement - all these things
have contributed to this decline,

Where were the Lrade union defence committess
whilat the dustmen's atrike was on? Eurely
itwas elementary that these committees should
have been organising selidarity action, In-=
stead, inmoet of the committees, deminated by
lower rank trade union officials, there was a
fear of "interfering" in  another unien' s
field, -

substantial is to come of the
présenl sitrike wave the trade union defence
committees muat turn themselves from bodies
organising meetings for trade union leaders and
Iribanite MPs to being principally concerned
with assiating trade union struggles - loeal
and natienal. Tt should be possible to build
a national network of such committees, unit-
ing all thoze who will support militant act—
ion around an offensive programme, That such
committee: will tread on the corns of "left?
trade union leaders goes without saying,

If anything

Trotsky’s 90th Anniversary

November 7th dis the 90th anniversary of  the
birth of Leon Trotsky, organiser of the Red
Army and founder of the Fourth International.
It is alse the 92nd anniversary of the great
Russian Revolution, It iz a fortunate whim
of history that these two dates coincide,

The ODctober (Novemebr new style calendar ) Rev=
olution was, no doubt, the greatest evemt in
man's history. It tore one-sixth of the sur-
face of the world out of the grip of capital,
It began the process of world revelution.

Trotsky'a role in both lhese events was crnc-
ial, He was second only to Lenin in the Ros-
gian Hevelution and was the principal standard

bearer in the struggle to keep the ideas of
world revolution alive after the Stalinist
degeneration of the Soviet Uniom,

Today, thirty-odd years after +the Mozcow

trials which were to have destroyed Trotskyism,
the buresucracy of the Soviet Union still
finds it neceasary to issue boocks combatting

Trotsky's ideas, Leading Seviet in t.&l}cutuul:
OVvEeT 3




have to admi b that Trolsky's ideas have great—
ar appenl to the veuth in the west than lhose
of the ocfficial communist parties.

Why iz this an?

Ihe i1deas  in men's heads alwaya reflect and
are conditioned by a living reality, Trotsk-

izm iz Marxizm in our time. It reépresemls
the striving of mankind Ao god . out of the
impagse cupitulism has ereated; It is esaen—

viglly the ideolozy of the only class which
can gArryY ont the hiztorical milsian of desl-
roying capitalism before capitalism  destroya
mankind: In & word il iz the ideologs of wor
ld prolétarian revelulion,

All other systems which have elaimed to prov-
ide this ideology have been put tn the tost
and found wanting. Wo other ideslogy can
explain, without throwing socialism oul of
the window, whal went wrong in the Soviet
Onion after the death of Lenin, No other sen
of ddeas can get to grips with Lhe problems
of revoelution foday, in fact most other Lend-
eneles  have given up the idea of revalutien
Just at the moment when socicly is most preg-
nant with it,

Bomelimes, when they can find no other [law,
Trotekyishm's opponents point o the [rag-
mentation of the Trotzkyizi movement as proof
of itz lactk of wishilify., We regret very
much that the movement is framgmented but rejeet
ithiz argument completely., This fragmentation
{which tends to be much exaggerated anway) is
dae o the difficultics in building amevement
,in face of attempta by variouna forcea to keep
Trotskyiem isolated. I{ also reflecis Ll
greab difficulties of the present cra and the
hoge organisational and theoretical problems
which face the revolutionary movement. Olher
movements which have tried to build an alter-
native to the sffiecial comsumizt and gocial
demoorativc movements Are much more fragmented
than the Trotekyista, UOne has only ta leck
ot the mumercuz Macizi and Anarchist  organ—
izations, for instance, WNow the “official"
pommuni 2t movement iz starting to split up.

ironie way, some of the fragmentation
in the Trotskyist movement is a tribute to
the strength of Trotskyist ideas. The faet
that there are contendors for the mantle of
Trotskyism ia proof of the political capital

there is in being seen as the contimuers  of

In an
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Irotsky's ideas, Thiz iz becanse many of the
pzeential ideas of Trotzkyism have been vind-
icated by history.

However, we musl say that for us the ending
of divisionz in the movement and continming
the process of unification of revolutiomary
forces: started by the re=mnification confer-
ence of the Fourth International in 1963 is u

vital bask,

Next year will be the ¥ th aoniversary of the
pgzassination of Trolsky. Sltalin thowght
that the azzassin's ice-pick would end the
threat: to. the rale of his bureasucraey - how
wrong he was. Today o new gencration of young

commanizts in the workers ztates is taking up
Trolsky's i1degs.

Had Trotsky been alive today he would have
been an old wman bul hie spirit would have been
voung a3 he zaw hiz ideas grasped by wider and
wider sediionz of the vouth, Well might the
bureagerats of Mozcow, Peking, Prague and
Transport House [ear this influence.

The world today ecries out for proletarian
revolution; capitaliam can solve none of the
problems facing mankind, the only perspective

it offera is of starvation, greater and grea—
ter rapi-eguiun and an eventual nuclear war,
Withoul in any way deaving the heroism and
devotion of other revelutiopary currents, we
gay that only the heritoge Trotsky left us
in the form of his analysis of the Soviet
union, hia theoery of permanent revolution and
= above all - his writings oo the creation of
a world revelutionary party, begins to get to
grips with the problemz of revolution today,

In thiz sense Trotsky lives en.



THE STRUGGLE

IN EDUCATION TODAY

By a group of socialist teachers

INTRODUCTION

As an introduction to the article, we felt that there should Be 3
Tew notes on the work in the Mational Undon of Teachers,

|} One of the problems that is faced in 2ny work amongst teachers
is that of large numbers of unions (some disguised under the litle
‘smociation”) which represent them. This large number causcs frag-
mentation of the teachers' potential power, often in the individual
schools.

NUT:~ National Union of Teachers. The only union which at-
tempds to represant all teachers.

NAS:— National Amociation of Schoolmasters, Traditionally a
male superiarity stronghold, although this hag been plaved down
due to TUC affiliation. Militant but predominantly concerned
with the pay and conditions of the career teacher at the expense
of the younger and lower paid,

AAM:— Agsocmlion of Aszistant Mistremes.
AMA:— Amistant Masters Association,

Both these are elilist unions. Main support in gramemar schools
amongt graduate staff.

There are also various head teachers asociarions

Although there is representation on most committess from all
unbons, they have very diverse interests and consequently Hitde
ity of action,

2) Within the NUT itsell there are problems of frapmentation, The
smallest unil is the school and communication between it and the
uniom d-ﬂ'pmd& an the fepuows connection of The school TCprasen-
tatve — a voluntiry pogition, usually sell-appointed, oflen very
unrelisble. (In sume schools the head cffectively blocks any con-
tact; eg il the union representative Trom the local association
wisheés (o see the school representative in any school, the head has
lir give his permission o the visit.)

STRUCTURE OF THEN,1I.T

Area Associrtions — members elected from the [oeal associations,
{In London ILTA [Inner London Teachers Association ], the area
associalion meels once B month; in some areps the association
meets only ofice & year, in sOme cases once every two VErS,)

Local Associations — committee members ase elected by the tea-
chers in the schools; but o this level there is a small amount of
participution, which is partly due to a high proportion of married
Wwonmen in the union who find & difficudt to attend ynion ImeLires
after schoal, not at their place of wark.

Schooli — many of the members are in amall schoals where there
may be only ong or two in the NUT. (Problems of conlact and

support for actiodn. )

Union policy is of course directed by conference and by the EC
which is controlled by hesd teachers. (On the present EC all are
head teachers bar one, the ome being a deputy head!)

Work is possible in some of the area associations, ez in ILTA in
London, but more importantly there are openings in the work of
the local associations,

At present the main work & the undon revolves around the fight
for an interirm pay award in 1970 — the lead for this was given by
the action of over | 000 London teachers on July 9th, with a half
day strike and march, The issue of oversized classes will be WETY
important in this academic year, although we must be very con-
scious 10 remove this fight from that of salaries, It is possible that
the reduction in cliss size will be used % part of 8 pav deal, 0s
were school meal dutics before,

In the near Future, Short will irv and foist 3 Teachers® Council on-
terthe NUT and from ihe prevailing mood in the schools, it is like-
v that il will be received with pleasure by many teachers, The
whole concept of these councils muost be exposed and fought
against, although teachers have alwaysg wanted the label 'profes.
son,” (The Yoeung Teachers Conference this September had a
motion starting: "Conference belioves that in the interests of edu-.
cation and slaries, the NUT must seek all means available 1o
achieve recognition of teaching as a profession _..") However, there
i o growing number of teachers who are becoming unionised and
who are thinking of themsebes a3 members of a trade union. It is
the first step.

One of the most important developments in the past year was the
creation of the Rank and File, which has started fo play an invalu-
able part in giving some ¢ohesion to the work of militants in
a union whete 11 is wery easy to feel and be isolated,

THE JOURKAL RANK AND FILE AND IT5 ROLE AMONG
TEACHERS

The hall-day strike of 7,000 London tzachers on July 9th was sig-

nifieant i two ways: it showed that teachers ore angry about the

level of their wages and are prepared to ace; and that coordinated:
work by militants can have an importand effect. In London, al

teast, one of the functions af the journal Rank and File is to do

this coordinating work. It is a journal conceried with raising NUT

militanicy and changing the policies of the unwon, T specifics its
broad aims as:

L. T increase demacracy both in the NUT and in schonls,

Z To tern NUT into a militant univn. capable of fighting for the
demands of the rank and File.

3. Toexamine the role snd priorty of education in suciety.

{Quaoted from Statement of Principles and Aims of Rank end Fife,)
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This statement was drawn up in response to the Militsns Teachers
Ciroup who had thought out a programme and were working fur
ity stgeptance by Rank gnd File, At the smme time this compelied
s 1o exarmine the nature of our work in the union and cuc alt-
twde towards educatiom,

There are a number of pants which need some clarificanon in this
sintement. Militancy alone is nol enough | we can apprecile {h
by looking a1 the MAS), [T this i sccepted. then the ammediate is-
sues with which we concern ourselves in order te make the NUT
into o fighting union have to be approached with a very clear idea
of what we are trying to do, Aim 3 is fundamentally. politiczl in
nature. and a genuinely democratic svilem of education can oaly
he achieved in & socialis! sociery, Thus the short term goals muss
be seen as steps on the way 1o 1he long term prxel and it This Bl
muat guide our geperal bnes of approach. Bearmg s Nl we
would eriticize the foose use of 1he word “demccracy” and the
lumping together of the stroggie for demogratically un schools
and a democratically run Uninn, The two issuesare different. and
on the schools ssue there is nel one jssue but many . Steang stall
associations whittling away the power of 1he Head internally and
demanding effective representation on poverning bodics is o a
dilferam order from discussion of the LEAs, which on the face
af it are part of the ‘democratic’ logul gosvernment structure. At
the same time the Union mechinery s wory demoeranic™ on the
surface. The use of umbrella terms may well confuse the isue,

Seerien 2 on the need for NUT malitaney s accepiable, and is pro-
hably all officil policy of the Inner London Teackers, Associz-
piosit, if not of the KUT mationally, The crucial puini s pushing tor
its implementation, Thissoction also states: " ... we must ne longs:
see parselves as superior to other working people, but seek their
support by puhlicising our case”. There are twio deas here wied il
would be more in place perhaps m Section 3 beosuse we would
not only be making teachers conscious of ther class, but we would
also be emphasizing the role of education in our sogiety — 15 dis
crimimptofy attitude towards workivg-class children, Srovernment
policies, cuts in building programmes cie, We have 10 face the Tact
that the education systegn has, over penerations, elfectively bram-
washed many working class people as well as teachors. 115 funetion
is b precisely that,

In order te clarify rather than obscure all the complicated isses,
il might he possible {0 see them in two distinet hat dlusely lin kel
perspectives: on the one hand the immediate priveities such as the
hasic cogle, interim award, and cluss size: o the other and the
raising of socialst consciossness.

The Union determines the amount 1o be pursued Fon the basic
scale gnd the way in which it is 10 be fought for, Here we shouid
not specify amounts in our general programme, but emphasise 1he
pricrity of the besic scule (and possbly the siding scale idea™
We chould also waork for the most militant action posstle and be
aware of all the implications of trying to we the susteniation

fund. The idea of regional differentials would, we congider, ham-
per the long-term perspectives, It would be wiging the value of
militancy for its own sake, and would divide the Union and would
engoirage the employers to buy off the militant sactions without
making the struggle for the hasic scale any easier. Would 7,000
Landon teachers comie out on sirike Tor a berter bagie scale if they
were given a really substantial London weighting?

Class size iza pressing issue and will become mose s0. Government
and LEA culs and sackings of pari-time teachers make the presnt
NUT policies important, Issues of control by teachers of their
work situation could be raised here eather than the milants set-
ting a specific numerical target. The closs leacher should say how
many children they can teach elfectively.

Strong staff associations are necéssary. Hut what shoidd our at-
titude be to the position of the Head o demands for representa-
tigm oif governing bodies and TEAs? What are the priniphes he-
hind these issoes™ Tho we really beliove that given the present so-
cigl und eeonomic system that tenchers would really be granted
control. and if they were would it be in the interesis of achicving
thie education system we want? 174t were being put forward as a
transitionzl demand, we must be carelul to link other ideas with
i1, ey withoue a fully eMective school council, 3 strong staff asso-
cintion cmild he @ hastion of teaction. The main problem at the
root of this confusion seerms 1o be 4 tendency 1o examine only the
stricture of sehools, and not (o relate it to the aims and methods
of the sort of education it provides in the more formal sense. Ex-
ternu: presiuses on the secondary schoods will not be limted by
cianges in (he internal siructure, nor ace these pressures oy exer-
e by hoards of governors, LEAs, or even the Govemnment. There
zre the ohviows pressures of higher education, and also the wides
factor of the technologieal revolution', the demands of employeérs
for some sorf of indication of the leaver’s level of formal educa-
tion. not to mention the demands of pupils and parents for the

sie 5ot of thing, Teachers become frustrated and cynical be-
cause of how and what they live to teach.

Rank and Fiie have published a pamphlel — The Teachers’ Char-
vt which expands many of the idcas put forward in the Aims
and Principles decument, Most of the criticisms put forward here
remmain equally valid for that, bul we will examine it i more de-
12l inoa Tuturs isise. Meanwhile, we would see the role of Rank
aond File ws o means of eoordinating work in the NUT to raise the
stgndard of militancy, chunging the policies of the Union and pres-
sing lor the policies of which we approve. The journal should be
an open forum Tor discussion of policies and action, and must
question the nature and guality af the content of education. Fea-
dors of forermilongl who are tenchers should ke this journal and
the groups growing up around it seriously. A weekend sehool was
fald on Octoker 11th and [2th in preparation for o national con-
fezenze to be held in January. Cogpies and subscriptions are
abzzinable from Reek and File, 57 Brooke Boad, London K1 e,

THE LIBYAN REVOLUTION

SHOWS ITS TEETH

As the September Ist Revolution enters its third menth, its sims
and ohjectoves are pradually becoming clearer. Colone]l Ma'anvmar
El-Clathadi, Chuirman of the Bevolutionary Comrmand Councll and
Commander General of the Litvan Armed Forges, has emerged
a6 the chiel spokesman and ideologist of the revolution. Like other
“Jeaders of the revolution, he is addressing mass rallics all over the

b

coumtry. Under the seni-feudal Senussi regime, politics was a sub-
ect barred 1o the ordinary citizen. The servile press only served
up o the public whal the rules permitted it 1o print. Mearly svery
immye canied adulatory passages shour the great King Tdris with an
occasional swong of prase for ex-Crown Prince Hassan Waver gl 'I|:|I:'|I
helungs to the past. The people are beginning to tee] that Libya
betongs to them and not to the oll companies and their Jocdl
stonges, or to those who cnriched themselves out of the oil
henanza at the cxpense of e common peogle. True, they have
niot yet o voice in the government, and wtll theirs is the decigive
word, the gains of the revelution and its promiss For a future will
not be secure. But with the growh of trade unions independent of
the state, and (he developing politice] consciousness of the wor-
kers and peasants such o development cannot b2 long delayed.




King ldris, Colonel Swerih,
former heir: Prince Has=an,

The principles of the revolution have been defined by Cal. Qa-
thali s ‘freedom, sociatism and unity’. Addressing a mass rally in
Benghaz, he explained how he interpreted these terma

By freedom,’ he aid, ‘we mean freedom of our hameland and
citizens in Libya, politically, economically and socially and the
liberation of the Libyan individesl from all restrctions, from
humiliation, appresson, ignorance and slavery.

* - also the liberation from poverty, backwardness, persocution ...
from thal big prison with its horrible walls in which the people
Lived.

‘Begarding socalizm .. all of usshould purticipste in production,
everyone has 1o fake purt in producing what he consumes,

Bociakem does not mesn, as some belicve, that poverty should he
shared by all. On the contrary, it means spreading prosperity
among all.

" .. The new cra puts before vou the greal responsibility of build-
ing this communily, There will be roone to tell vouto do this and

o that, for vow alone will have to do evervihing for soiirselves,

" ... albance of (he working forces, comprising workers, Frmers,
miMi-ex ploiting capitalism (gic). educated people and soldiers will
build socializm, achieve social justice and spread abundance, nel
poseriy,

On ithe role of the armed forees, which Col Qathafi referred 10 as
“the vanpuard of the people, faithiol 1o freedom. secinlism, wnity
amwd social justice’, he gave this assurance in a speech at Schha:
‘the armed forces will not be placed ubove the peaple, who are the
ruler, the lord end king of kings’.

In its short life of just over eight weeks, the revedutionary regime
has bepun to give effect to its words that the days of hollow pro-
mises were over, Tt has made o rgorous investigntion of funds
pccumulated by ex-ministers, high civil servants, kangers-on of the
royal Dewan, and local sntreprencurs who have enriched them-
selves at the expense of the people. These will result in subsequent
lepal proceedings, Fromer royal palaces have been converted into
Achools, hospitals, etc. The luxury homes of ex-muinisters huve
been throwm open to the public so that the people can see how
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they ware exploited by those who were supposed to serve them.
Fraudulent public contragts have been exposed, For an example
of these latter, miles of highway contracied for to be six metres
wide were found to be only four metres wide — harely room for
two cars to pass, The old system of sub-contracting, with the
resultant accumulation of profit for the middie-man, is now iflegal.
Minimum wages for the lowest paid workers have been doubled
from 50 piastres to £1 Libyan (£1 Libyan = £1.3.0. sterling).

Ministers will not be able to use their offices to sccumulate perso-
nal fortunes as in the pust. By a decree of October 6th, na minister
may take up any other public posilion or private career; purchase

, o hire state property, or lease the state any of his property; bor-

row funds from government or private banks; request the banks to

guarantes a loan borrowed from othere All these were comumon
«malpractices under the old regime, Furthermore, all ministers on

assurming oftice must give a full and audited aceount of their finan-
cial standing and a gimilar acoount must be rendered when relin-
quishing their posts, Any differences to the advantupe of the Mini-
ster must be accounted for,

In foseign affairs, the new Libya is firmly commiteed to the cause
of Arab unity and the iberation of the Zionst-cocupied Arab ter-

“ritory, When the new British Ambassador presented his credentials

to Col. Qathafi, it was made clear to him that armed support for
tsrael would endanger Liiyan relations with the United Kingdom.

The ore weakness in the programme of the Seprember regime is
ite declaration that there is no intentlon to nationalise the oil-
fields in the foresecable furure, But it iz emphasised tha this iz a
matter of expediency. and not principle, With a largely illiterate
populition of under 2 million, Litya simply has not got the man-
power of technical know-how for a takeover, Such g step can only
be taken in the context of o umified Arabis, or, a5 a first step, a
united socialist Maghreb. But, as Col Qathafi has said, the unity of
the Libyan people must first be comsolidated. MNevertheless, the
povernment is determined to obtain a larger share of the oil reve-
nues for the development of the Libyan economy, cspecially agri-
culture, and the growing strength of trade unions in the odl fslds
will ensure a better deal for the vearkers who produce the wealth,
As Al Fair, an Arsb-language paper, wiote on October 5th, We
hoped thil when the revolution came, these (oil) companies would
chunge their attitude ... and no longer regard their Libyan em-
plovees a3 unimpormant,” | particulady singled out the American-
cwited Essoccompany in this fespect.

There can be oo doubt that with the revolution of 1at September
Libya & on the march, in the vangusrd of the Arab nationalist
revedution. To condude with & quotation from ancther speach of
Cal, Clathafs:

The erders of the people will be obeyed by the rulers without
hesitation. The people have ingpired the revolution and the armed
Fowges are only the means to express this ..

© o We shall oever monopolise Chairs and politics, as we are part
of this people, in whose service we shall always be.

" ... we should also act fercely and powerfully apinst those try-
ing to rob the people of their gaing, as internationsl colonial
powers are not pleased to see the people of Libya liberated.

The destiny of the people mom now on will be decided by the
people themselves in the street, in the shop, at home, and every
where,”

Long live the Libya Revolution!
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Martin Show gets into a worse mess when, to his credit, he tries to
argue politically. He forgets the essence of the theory of the per-
manent revolution; namely that there i3 no revolutionary role
whatsoaver for the bourpeoisie in the underdevelopad countries;
that becawse of this any revolution in those countries which does
not take place under the leadership of the working clase and which
does not 22t (teelf socialist tasks (as opposed, please note, to estab-
fishing socialism) is doomed to impotence,

We Trotskyists believe that the evolution of the colonial revolu-
tion since the end of the sccond world war gives ample confir-
mation of this theory - wherever colonial revolutions have taken
place under bourgeois leadership they have been quite unable to
golve any of the fundamental problems, Whether the country’s
leadership has donned a “soclalist”, anti<imperialist garb (Egypt,
Ghana, Guines, Burma, TanZania, etc) o1 not, has made little dif-
ference, These countries have made little progress in either raizing
living standards or industrialistion.

i the contrary, those countries which have had proletaran revie
lutions (distorted and deformed as they might be} and carried out
a social transformation have made striking advances. (We do not
say socialism has been established in these countries.} We have only
to compare the difference between China and India (o sec this

T will agree that these revolutions have been carried out in a
bureaueratic or empirical manner; that because of the word-wide
crisis of proletarian leadership these revolutions have been medi-
ated through forms very different from the classical (ie, pre-1914)
rmarxist schema {eg, in China via a peasant army which was led by
a party which had its origins in the marxist movement; in Cuba
via @ petty-bourgeols tendency which empirically adopted rmarx-
ism-leninism in face of the objective situation). Bui none of thig
either challenges the class nature of these regimes nor the theory
of the permanent revelution,

Their *exceptionalism® i+ nothing new: wam't the Gelokbar Revo-
{ution cirried out in an under-developed country, with a comgar-
atively small working class and led by o scoret undenground party
(1 almost joined Nigel Harns. Koutsky, and the Menshovks'in say
ing ‘small cligus")?

There were plenty of people around in 1917 and afterwards who
said that one couldn’t have s proletarion revolution in Kussia
because of the small size of il working class; besides some of the
Mensheviks they mcuded the Asutro-Marxists, the SPGB, the right
wings of the SLP and BSP, elc — some of them even called the
Sovier Union slate capltalist in those days.

Marxists have never defined the class nature of a society in terms
of its political forms, and those who seek o describe Ruassia,
China, Eastern Europe, North Viemam, Cuba, etc, as staie capi-
talist of to use Martin Shaw’s non-marxist terminodogy, "peasant-
based, statist petty-bourgecds’ (i1 should be noted that in the lai-
ter, Martin Shaw joins Healy, the Stalinists, elc, in discovering a
new furm of sociely) have to do so on a sociologicsl analysis of
the internal class relations,

State capitalist theory applied to the workers' states gets one info
all kinds of theoretical confusions and contradictions: | will men-
tion twa briefly.

STATE
CAPITALI

VERSUS

J

i 1) If we define Cuba as a state capitulist regime, or in the style of
Martin Shaw, » peazant-based, statist peity bourgeois regime, we

liave same difficulty in cxplaining its revolutionary foreign policy.
I hope Mipel Harris and Martin Shaw will not deny that the Cubans
suppor! revolutionary movements in Latin Americ (by saying this
I am mot aprecing with everything they do}. | trust that our stale
capitalist twins will not deny that the Cuban Government makes
a revodutionary call for the overthrow of almost all the other
Latin American regimes. (I wonder if comrades Harris and Shaw
would go so far as to say that Che Guevarn went into the Bolivian
jungle in order to establish a swate capiralist regime in that
conirg?)

Marxists have believed that since the sarly part of this century,
capitaliam has oullived it progressive role aml yet, according to
the theorericians of stale capitalism. here we have a capitalist
Tezime trying io spread revelution,

(2] How does the Vietnamese revolution fit in with this theory?
Are we (o believe o & Chris Harman that the Narth Vietnamess
are strupgling to edlablish a state capitalist regime @0 the south?
How do Martin Shaw and Nigel Harris square this with members
of |5 carrving MLF flags on demonstrations and chanting "Victory
£ the NLF™? — surely international socialsts should not call for
the victory of one (state) capitalist regime over anothes (privatz
enterphise | capitalist regime. (1 hive been told — horrer of horrors
— that 18 member: have hean heard to shout “Ho, Ho, Ho Chi

Manhi}

Surely an explination based wpon this absurd thesis is quile mea-
pable of explaiing the nature znd heroism of the Vietnamese
strugele. Lsn't the oaly sational sxplanation of the depth of this
struggle the fact that the Vietnamess are piso wiging & seecial strug:
gle and that the peasants and wockers arc so fervent by their sup-
port of the NLF and DRV because this suppart expresses their
clrsr ag well s their national aspirations?

There is a way round these contradictions; ome which resolves
them and which would make Hfe casier for our state capitalis

friends: that is to say that marxists have been wrong about the

periesd we live in, that in certain countries, copitalism, in its stats
capitalist form, can still play a progressive role.



ARXISM
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(Continued from last month's issue)

Che Guevara

{
Was he i.x-y}ng 0 establish a state capitalisgt

Bolivia?

That would explain Cuba's foreipn policy. that would explain the
Vietnamese revolution's tenacity, Bur unfortunately for the Kid-
tons, Harvises and Shaws of this wosld other cunsequedces wonl
follomw.

K is & basic premise of marxism thal no sociul system dissppenrs
until it has outlived irs historical role. Unlike the wiopian socia-
lists, Marxists helieve that ‘mankind does not set jreell tasks i
cannol ackieve”, Regardless of men's wills a social gvstern is only
ripe for social revolution when its relations of produsction il
class forms) have come into ireconcilable contlict with the further
development of the means of production and secial advance:— i
the era of imperialism, this had 1o be viewed lram an intermtional
point of view — tlis is another aspect of the thaory of permanan!
revodution. If we scoepl Lhe proposition that state capitafism s1ill
has o progressive rade to play in the underdeveloped countnies,
then becauss we dre not Wopians we have 10 faee the facts anid
elaborate & policy which is in harmony with history and the pers-
pective of the coming progressive state capitalist revolution

[ am sure that Kidroa, Harris and Shaw Will hobd up their lands
in horeor & this supgestion, but suck 4 view js in harmuny with
their pasitions. Kidron ‘explains’ the LSS calling upon the Cay-

ton working class to make sacrifices in the interssis of making
capitalism more competitive, Why not g0 the whole hog and call
upon thern to make 4 state capitalist revolution? That, if we are to
judge correctly the other “state capitalist® revolutions in China,
Cuba, ¥ietnam, ete, would really moke Covloness capitalism much
maore competitive,

Harris says that the Indian marxists have fo concentrute on Eco
nomic demands until the working cluss is & significant foree —
what better way of achieving this than o support-a “slate capita-
list” revolution? This would, ufter all, bring to power a new class
which would sccumulate capital and, as Marx (aught ws, the other
gide of the coln of the sccumulation of capital is the creation of
i strong working clags,

Shaw has his peasant-based statist petty-bourgeois regimes ...
surcly “state capitalism' ie an advance on whatever he means hy
that,

auch 5 the logleal conchsion of the wery revolulionary sound-
ing theory of state capitalism. Unfortunately for the state capita-
list theoreticians of T8, theary doer marter and incorrect theories
have a logic. Because they reflect the class prossure on the people
advocating them, there is an irresistible tendency for them to he
taken to their logical conclusion,

saying this does not challenge the socialist credenials of the peo-
ple bolding them. In fact firm criticism must he seen as an attenpt
T stop this process.

Mzrtin Shaw will have none of this: linking his comrade Kidron's
views with those of Burnham and Shachtman is a smear lactic.
One would think from reading his lecter that it is the merest of
coincidenves that Mike Kidron and the bureaucratic collaclivists
(Burnham and Shachtman) both hold different theorles from Trat.
sky about the class nature of the Soviet Union. The truth is very
different.

There is a high degree of affinity between Mike Kidron's views and
those of the bureaucratic collectivists, in thele essence, in theie
origin and even in the sphere of organisition,

Explaining his differences with Trotsky, James Burmbam wrote:
The dominant, the Sendarrental issues in the present dispute are
tan, ane involving tie entire [nternational, the other particularly
the SWP, The first is the central political issue. This has been ¢la-
rified and amplified by the course of events and the disousion,
What it concerns i the problem of the stnofegie arfentation of the
ol Intersational in the iresent phase of the weecond workd
L%

“The practical politics of every active and serious political orginis-
ation is normally soverned by shat might be- called a strategic
Joecws, an axis around which the majos part of agitation und action
revoeves -, Today there are two tendencies in the Fourth [nterna-
tiangl, They are differentiared by the fact that they Propose (o
sharply different stratepical uricotations, different axes to govern
nur practecal politics,

Trotsky-Cannon propodes the salegy of defence of the Saalni
buremsicracy as the lesser el |

“The apposition, nationally 2nd internationally, proposes the sirg-
gl of the ihird camp |,




“The second central issue is the question of the regime in the
WP LS

It is quite wrong to say that the Burnham-Shachtman opposition
s on {he hasis of the theory of bursavcratic collectivism, The
issue was thul of, as Burnbam makes quite clear, defencism versus
the strategy of the third camp, 1 would argue that the essence of
the differences between the state capstalist theoreticiuns of 15 and
the Fourth International is on exactly the same basis,

The third camp position of state capitalism used to be made ab-
solutely explicit in the banner headline of its old paper, Soclrlist
Review: “Neither Washington Nor Moscow’. This was 10 make it
ahsolutely chear that in the conflicl between Washington and Maos-
cow, the Socialist Review group would be neutral. The position of
the Fourth is and always has been for the unconditional defance
of the property relations that Moscow represents.

Indesd. in its message of grectings to readers in Jumuary 1957,
Sopiglist Review said; “The Labour Movement s on the high road
to learning, through its own exporicnce, the way 1o Third Camp,
international sncialism for which this paper stands’,

The practical proof of all this is shown by an examination of the
origins of the state capitalist tendency in this country. These are
markedly similar to the orgins of the Burnham-Shachiman group
in the United States. Both groups originated in a similar situation
and unter smilar pressurest As will be well-known 1o many fea-
ders of fternational the burcaucratic collectivists originated in
the period just before the second world war. In this period the left
movemnent was subject to fantastic pressures because of the crimis
and somersaults of the Soviet burcancracy. The signing of the
Nazi-Soviet pact was followed by the invasion of Poland, the -
cupation of the Baltic republics and the war with Finland. The
latter especially was occasion for a tremendous anti-Soviet press
campaign. All this affected the Trotskyist movemenl and the dis-
cussion hegan on the basis of the question: how could the Soel
[nion remain a workers state when it behaved like an imperilist
one? This, of course, was linked with the Moscow trials and com
plete suppression of workers demaocracy in Russia.

Htalin

The hureaucratic collectivists may have given a new name (o this
phenomenon (which does, incidentally, get them involved in real
menial pymmastics which Qiff has made great play of) but they
agree with the state capitalists on the fundamentzl jsswe: defens
cism could no longer be the correct policy.
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The Socialist Beview group orlginated in the pfrermath of the. outs
break of the Korean war. There was o witch-hunt againai the left
at the onset of the Cold War much facililated by the crimes of
Sealinisn, especially the purges in Bastern Europe. Under these
circumstances, some members of the British section of the Fourth
Internatione] wavered and oppased the policy of de fencism of the
Sowiet Union, China 2nd North Kores, Early issues of Socfeliz Ke-
view make this clear.

Lenimn and Trotsky,

In lsmue number one, in oun article by Bill Ainsworth entitted
Whither “Soculist Outlook™ " (the entry paper of (e Trotskyist
migvernent af bl tmed we read: sGinpe the coathreak of war in
Kotes, the Soctaliss Orlook has campaigned foo full pnd uncondi=
tiopal support for the Stalinst forees i Kored, who (s it claima)
are conducting & genuine struggle for nutional and social likcration
of the oppressed Korean people . This attitude, af courss, i% fun-
dumentaily identical witl that of the Stulinsts and their fellow-
travellers’, Ome unly has to substitute the ward Vietnam for Koren
bt e whar a righ! wing policy that wus.

i iseue nimBer two, in an articke by one ¥, Kavalasingham (ano-
et leader of the LSSP!y under the rubric ‘The War Tn Korea' we
coail: *Our Third Foree position — “Neither Western Capitalism
nar Staljmst Totnlrarianism®™ — demands that we fend no suppot
roveither camp in Koren .0

['Fis artiche, fnedentally . although onginally in Sarmala, the organ
ol the nghtwing Socialist Party of Indla, vas described as having
heen quiied in the Shachtmanite paper Labour Acion.

Lastly in the sphere of grpn fisation, surely Marlin Shuw s awars
af the close Tinks berween the Socislist Review group and the
Shachtmanite Independent Socialist League. which continusd up
antil the latier orzanisation was dissolved by Shachtman in the
ate 19505 Let me remmind him of some facts:

[Myroaghout tie middle F95Us the pres of the Socialist Revew
group advertised and distributed the press of the 1SL; The New
Pratorsarivol and Labois Acdih

Inits Jist ol Sndependent socinlist literature” the Socielist Beview
Frecuently publicised books by Max Shachtman including his
Fiph forl Soefelize and Sirggle fior @ Hew Course (his {rtrodize-
non o Thotsky's New Course}. Drwen Roberts, described as Labor
Aetion s London eorrespondent, wasa frequent and regular comitfi-
hutor. Members of the 1SL coming to Britain were pererally active
in the Socalist Review group, One of them, ramed Sergio Junco,
apecialised in anti-Castro articles it Young Greard at the height of
the US adminkstmtion’s activities aginst Cuba,  Another 15L
suppeorter, Andre Giacommeti, specialised in articles on Adgeria
which were viciously anti-FLN and pro-MNA,




Ome might argue thet this was in the past and once Shachtman had
shown his true eolours by going into the extreme right wing Soci-
alist Party the connection ended. This is quite incorreet — IS main-
taing its links with the third camp buresucratic collectivists ta this
very day.

When the ISL was dissolved some of its younper members were
bitterly opposed 1o goinginto the Socialist Party. Some joined the
SWP znd helped 1o form the Young Socialist Alliance, others
grouped around Hal Draper eventually formed the Independant
Socialst Clils,

Ihe former group shed their bureaucratic collectivism {though
For accuracy 's sake it must be said that some of them are now sup-
poriers of Healy), the latter retained; in essence, the old policies,

In the paper of the 15C, Independent Socialist, consisting v a
large extent of reprints from Socislisd Worker and ferernationa!
Smetalizm, one gan find its progranme. Cme reads:

“We stand fora socialist policy which is completely independant of
and opposed to both of the reactionary systems of exploitation
which mow divide the world: capitalism and burcaucratie come
mungsm ... We ure for strengthening all tendencles oward a Third
Camp ol those who reject both war blacs and their military prepa-
rations. In ¥Yietnam, we favour not onfy popiular evelution apainst
American domination, but slso the tejection by the masses fn-
vilved of the Communist leadership of the NLF ,." {no vietory for
the BLF For tham!]

O can almost smell the shades of Burnham.

Az if to make the poinl absolusely clear, the I5C had 8 conference
recenily and launched an organimtion called, puess what, fnrerna-
tiona! Socialism, Will Martin Shaw continee to say that to link IS
theareticians with the theories of Shuchtman is 3 smear? If he
thinks that this indeed is 0 srecar he showld recquest the leadership
of his orgunisation to stop associating with the American bureay-
cratic collectivists.

| hope the editors of Terermational will stlow a bit more room for
this already overlong article tosay a little about some of the alhe
puints raised in the criticism of my ketter,

Martin Shaw surely knows that Anil Moonesinghe maintained con-
tact with 15 and espoused state cupitalist theories within the LESP.
He should realise that the whole purpose of my letter was to
point to the dangerous consequences of the anti-marxist theory of
state capitalism and not to saddle IS with responsibility for the
L55F's degeneration.

As for the role of the Fourth International, Shaw merely FEpRElE
the slanders of Healy in laying the blame of the LSSPs degenera-
tion on that body. As pointed out many times before, the leader-
ship of the Fourth International criticised, sometimes publicly, the
LSS over a period of years, Healy, incidentally, has 2 major por-
tion of the blame for this degeneration because of his refusal fo
tzke part in the 1963 reunification. Had his organisation done so,
the moral authority of the Fourth International would have hesn
much greater in opposing the opportunists in the LSSP, As it was,
when eriticised they pointed to the division in the Fourth Tnter-
natiofal.

Martin Shaw seems 1o think that the Fourth Intermacional shouold
have expelled the LSSP before it went into the coalition. He ap-
plics double standards: if he thinks ihet the mothod of expulsion
should* be wsed to seitle political differences before these arc ex-
pressed as deeds, e should stari in his organization, where whaole
hranches defy and even oppose 15 narionial poticy publicly.

CF¥ they were really stung because of the serious conclusions one
could drow from the appesrance of the Kidron acticle, They
shobd not blame me for that but the editors of Sociafis Worke:
Instead of Irying to divert attention From Mike Kidron's serious
political mistakes they should join those comrades within 15 wha
hive protested against the appesrance of the article.

(2) they chose toregard the letter a3 an ateack on the socialist gre-
dentials of their orpnisation - it was not, us is shawn by my
appeal tn members of 18 o struggle against Kidron's and Hareig's
theories. In the absence, anywhere, of authoritative statements as
o where IS stands on these vital questions | chose to assume that
the minority of members (and mavbe oven the leadersy of 15
would oppose them,

Was 1 right or wrong — only time will tell. Am | naive in ihinking
that the majority of members of 18 will reject state cupitalism
when they realise jis unti-revol stionany con SEUEnNCCE T

Book Review

“THE AMERICAN
CHALLENGE”

Tean-laeques Servan-Schreiber's The American Challenge® is o par-
ticularly repulsive buck. It is about the operations of American
capitalism in the Western European économy., Aceoeding 1o Servan-
Schreiber, Ewrope is in danger of colonisation by American busi-
ness, whose superiority is hawed on o number of interrelated
s, whose supenority is based on a number of nterrelated dac-

ness, whose superiority is Fased on o number of interrelated fig
tors — lerge-scale production. superion technology, and superior
business management.

There muy be some degree of truth in Servan-Schreiber’s argu-
ment but he does not appear to have correctly gauged the extent
o which the priductivity gap (between American and Evropean
buginess) is closing. Ernest Mande] has pointed out that only ina
few Felds does American industry slill #hjoy real technologicsl
utvantage over European and Jupanese competitors — such s in
computers aitd pircraft. In many other fields, techmological advan-
lapes huve cither dissppeared, or are disappearing — for instance in
steel, automabiles and electrical appliances. The implicotion of all
this i an incieased invasion of the American market by Furopean
and Jupanese goods. Thus 10:1 5% of America's market for stael is
now supplied by Jupan and Western Europe, and the same sort of
Tigures apply in the aatemabile markel,

I sddition, conceniration amengst Ewropean capitulists is taking
phace and cun by expecied o increase — the merper of Citroen and
Fiatannounced for 1970 creates a corparation producing 2 million
cars i year, squivaleat o the third largest American 2ar finn
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moving up to the second largest if the present rate of growth in
(he American and European industries i3 maintained. American
industry will be faged with cnormous difficulties given that its
labour cosis are two 1o three times those of Eurgpe, OF all this
Servan-Schireiber has nothing to say.

Despite the inadequacies of the analysis, it ks interesting to see the
liberal econumist come out tnto the open about the real nature of
capitalist imperialism when he thinks his own ‘civilisation is thres-
toned. ‘It is a_historical rule that a country politically and econo-
mically strong makes direct investments {and thus gains control)
in less devcloped countries, Thus Buropean eapital used jo flow
inte: Africa — not for simple investment bul lo gain economic
power and exploit local resources’. What is Servan-Schreiber’s
solution? It is certainly not revolution for this i an out of date
dogma. He has quite 3 different role for the Left to play in meet-
ing “The American Challenga’. 1t should ‘exploit the capital of
confidence it enjoys among wage Earners to obtain greatar expan-
sion and then negotiate (') the advantages thus secured from all
social classes 1o obtain a different distribution of society’s in-
come (1), The political mison d'etre of the book couldn't be put
plairier than that.

For ihis exercise in class collaboration, our hoped-tor peize is the
attainment of “Post-Industrial Soclety’ discoverad by the crystal
gazing of {Mr Megadeath) Herman Kahn in conjunclion with the

Hudson Institute, How Kahn actually acrived at all his conclusions
about the Teatures of the “Post-Industrial Society” and sbout what
countries would resch it by the end of the century, Seran-Schrej-
ber doesn’t bother 1o tefl us. What matters is that wecording w0
Kahn we aren’t going to make it. ‘In a pater colloquivm in Paris,
Herman Kahn suggested, to pleass his audience, that France and
Germany might belong 1o this select group (of Post-Industrial
Socicties) but it isn't in favour o tranguillize us in this way for
his gtudy saysjust the opposite’.

Particularly striking throughout Servan-Schreiber’s book is his
continual stress on what he terms “The Second Industrial Revo-
lution” — The critical importance of the new productive torces
rooded in advanced technology and what has been termed in other
cirches “The reintegration of intellectual labour into the produc-
tive process’. The world-wide student revolt is an expression of the
fact that these productive forces cannot i the loag rus be con-
tained within the existing set of capitalist property relations, Des-
pite his stress on these new forces, ServanSchreiber has not
grasped this — though perhaps he has un inkling when he calls for
‘the liberation of imprisoned energies by 8 revolt in our social
methods — & revolution to revitalise elites snd cven relations
between men'- However, 8 much more therough revelutics than
Servan-Schrciber udvocates will be necessary o liberate these new
forces, This poants to guite o different course for the Left than
the one he wishes it 1o adopt.

The Irish
Republic oxendan

Onee the laws governing the import of foreign capital into
Southern Ireland were repealed and protection was relaxed in the
late 19504 and early G0, the Southern Irish bourgenisie had litdle
objective hosis left for its pose as o progressive class. Not thal this
was in fact a new development, for the whole attempt to develop
capitalism in one country was doomed from its inception. Rather
than see its economic privileges imperilled by the broadening of

the nationa] struggle into a thorough-going anti-imperialist stTYE-
gle, British capitalists were prepared to granl some concessions 1o
the Southern Irish in 1922, With political independence came pro-
tection and control of mew foreign investment in the South, Nei-
ther of thess two measures was sufficient to free Ireland from
the imperialist stranglehold, however, Much of Ireland’s surplus
fowed zbroad and what remained was used to build up small
scale service industries and a few Tight industries. The Trish marke
wits too small to bufld up a viable capitalist economy and the
19508 saw a stagnant economy in the 26 counties end a large sur-
plus agratian population being forced to eunigrate, The lrish eco-
nomy could not develop in isolation from the main imperialist
market, not 25 a capitalist economy st least. This economis fact
secured political recognition with free trade and the throwing
open of the market to foreign capital. The post-war gLanantic
hoom allowed a rapid development of light industry. Export mar-
kets were relatively easy to find and capital flowed to Ireland in
search of cheap labour. Emigration and unemployment began 1o
drop but this boom could only sustain itsell while the genersl
boom lasted. Once a general economic downturn began, the pro-
cest rupidly reversed itself. The base of the Irish bourgeaisie had
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become natrower, Only a few big bourgeods (hy Trsh swandards)
would gain in the long run, Adsoon as the economy sagged many
smaller firms would begin o find themselves in difficulties, the
more liberalised trading relations became,

The proletarial had beeome higper snd its hopes and expectations
grown much more amhbitious during the boom years, The capita-
list Tound himselfin the position of having conceded a lot during
the time of mapid growth, He had to claw some of it buck-and
resorted to all the weapons in the arsenal of modern capitalism -
inflation, productivity agreemeats, ete and u most vicious anti-
gtrike hill, which attemprs to limdt the right to soike ond loys
dowrn strfer penalties for infringement of ity stipulations. The dev-
evelbpment of cliss cunsciousness has been reflected in the break-
up of the Green Tory politcal strength. The urban areas buve re-
corted an inereasing vote for the Labour Party, For two yearsn
succession Ircland wos top of the leapue for days lost in strikes
and in recant months maintenznce workers in Dublin secured o
huge rise, which still continues to affect the shuky econony seri-
ausly,

Recent events in the North have further radicalised wide sctions
al the working class. The demand is Tor guns foe the North, but
although it has no furiher economic interest in the conlinpance of
the partition, the Southern Irish bourgenisie is much too deeply
committéd to British and world imperialism to be an efTective
agent in the liberation of the North. Only a people’s war could do
that and, having resolutely repressed the workers after the end of
the Civil War and throughout the 1920 and 19305, the Dublin
capitalists won't become involved, More insffectual actions such
g3 the despatch of field hospituls to the horder and announce-
ments in the UN will take place in an attempt to keep the people
quiet but i will be very difficult for the Green Tories to main-
tain their progresive posture in the face of contining resoiute
striggele by the oppressed people of the North.

To hiberate the whole of Ieeland and make 5 real economic revo-
tution the warkars will hawe to build a party with the othor sce-
tions of society thut have no interest in the continuance of capi-




talist rule. The small farmers have traditionally supported the
Labour Farty in the south and west but their support seems 1o
have been alienated in the recent elections by Fianna Fail's Red
scare tactick. To lorge 2 successful allisnce with the farmers o
trangitional programme will have 1o be evolved, which takes into
aocotinil their fears with regard 1o their small property afier the
revedution, and the vigorous attempts the bourgeaisie will make
to play on these fears. The continuation of the economic strugple
in the south and the building of g strong workers' moverment will
damage the Crange bloc in the Narth, The increa singly dilzpiduted
state of Morthern Irish capital will cause increasing doubt among
the Protestani workers on the capability of the Protestznt indus-
trialists 1o safopuard their interests, but mothing will sher their
Comsciousness so much as o strong workers' movement g few mifes
to the south, breaking up the monolithic g of the Catholic

THE
CAMERON
REPORT

by Bob Purdie

Lord Cameron, the Scottish judge appointed by the Governor of
Northern Ireland to lead the commission of enquiry into the re-
song for the outbreak of viclence in the provimee, is reputed to
have an ancestor who wes one of the original 13 npprentice hoys
of Derry who shut the gates of the city agsinst the Jacobite forces
of James [I. This action i a famousone in the history of the strug-
gle to preserve the power of the new British bourgrois class. His
descendant is called wpon 1o perform a task which is no less im-
portant, but much more complex,

The report is a classical example of the judicial mind at work, not
only in its language, but in the method with which the evidence is
sifted, and the preconceptions from which it starts, There are
three fixed srars in Lord Cameron's undverse, firsily that Marthern
Ireland is pare of the United Kingdom, and that its constitutionl
stutus must be maintained, and flowing from this thar the sigte
machinery of Northern Ireland, by virtue of the Tact that it is
British, must be impartial and that any individual or erovep which
dows not accept the constitution of the provings is at best deluded,
at worst evil-intentioned. When deseribing the violence in Derry
last Octoher 5, the action of the RUC i hatoning civil rights sup-
porters, including Eddie McAteer and Gerry Firl (hefore any ordar
to draw batons hud been given), the indiscriminate use of water
cannong, the boXing in of demonstrators by twe lines of plice,
und the savage baton charges by hoth lines, gre presented as unfor-
tumite, but temporary, aberrations on the gl of the RUC, while
the Tett wing of the demonstrators i dealt with summuarily: ‘A see-
tan of extremists wished to proveke violenge, or at least 8 con-
Frontation with the police without regard 1o the conseguences'. It
i particularly instructive to read along with the sectivn of the s
port which deals with the Burncollet ambush the excellent book
Burntollet by Bowes Egan and Vincent MeCormuack, which cormes
to radically different conclusions about the nature of the attack,
and which presents much more derailed evidence than Lord Carn-
eTON's commission appears to have considered.

South that i1 suits the boses to present, They rightly fear at pre-
sent that integration with the South would tead 1o a reduction in
the level of thelr own wages, bul this fear could be much alle-
wiated by the emergence of independent palitics in the South.

When threats bepin o he posed to the sufety of British invest.
menrts in Ireland in the South and the North, the role of British
Hoops as profector of capital bt not people will saon become re-
vealed and they will line up with the big hourgeoisic in the North.
ard the Dublin bourgeoisic 1o put down the Irish penple, The Irish

can only free themseives once und for all from the power of Bri-

tish capitul by building a revelutionary party led by the Prole-
lariat tocontinue the struggh where Connolly and Larkin left off

The immediate dewand & for arms against the North, the ultj-
miEle aim s to tirn the arms against the hourpenisie.

However the significance of the Cameron repart does not lie m
the accuriey of this detail or that senclusion (andindesd ir con-
taing.g lurpe smown! of useful factual information), B o the stra-
tegy which i1 sets out Foe the restoration of capiialist srablity in
Northern Ireland, It tries 2o do this by outliniag a view of the reg-
som for the troubles, and messusss o overgume them which =an
schieve a consensus of the Northern Iish and British rui ng classes,
the state functionsries in the provines, the Labowr Government,
and most jmportantly those sections of the right wanig of the
civil rights movement which represent the new Cathulic middle
cluss. This consensus Ji best summed up by & passape from g
pamiphist issucd by 1he Government of Northern Ireland a5 3 com-
Mentary waccompany the report: ‘In commending the repart for
public study and reflestion, the Governmen: artach only odle con-
dirion. namely thal it shouldbe taken ss 2 com posite whole. When
this is done, o pattern emerges which the country has for i, pe
ognised a5 existing and as threatening civil and constitutional stg-
bility, I is.a pattern of some genuinely held gricvances; of the
furmulation of well-meaning organizations to ventiiate these gre-
vanees but also of the prompi exploitation of these argnisations
by ll-disposed persons for their own ends, not the Jeast of which
iz & systematic attempt first to diseredit and then to undermine all
sunstituted authority - the local authorities, the police, the Ulster
Speciul Constabulary and ultimately the Parliament and govern-
ment of Morthern Ireland - in 8 determination to achieve cither
the merging of this slute into the [rish Re public or the seiting up
of i new Frish Workers' Republic,

With minor crehasteations, this theme can be pluved by all of the
above mentoned sections. and in facl some of them have inero-
duged an important new varation: Callaghan, Tiberal® commenta-
Lors such s Phe Gugedigs, and Ouinsin Hoge, 1.|a-.-:°. sepzesied thal
i return for the imminent reforms, the “Catholics” cught to make
same gesture to the Protestants’. The pesture they have in mind
15 simply that the ‘Catholics' should recognivs the Northemn Irish
congtitution; in other words that they should give up the perspec-
tiwe of a united Treland, This argument is reinforced by constant
refercnee in the Cameran report o the genuing prievancs which
Profestont sxerenists felt about the refusal of the Mationalists prd
Republicans te recopnise the constitution {this is rather smilar to
sugaesting that the lot of the Jows in Kz Crermany would have
Been improved i they had aceepted the right of 1he SA to perse-
cute them,

The strateey vwilined in the Carheron repoal fs quite clear: the
oase of the artificial Mortherr Trigh state must be whangsd from a
perpendicular bloc of the Protestant working, middle, business
and Tanidowning classes 1o g diagonal ene which includes the Cath-
abe middie ind propertied cluses, and expels from the bloc the

13



plebeian Orange exiremists and excludes the working cluss and
youth of the Mationalist, Republican, and Socialist camps. It is
very questionable whether this perspective it realisable; in fact ag
ihie i4 Being writien sews & coming in of clashes between Paisley-
ites and British iroops. sperked off by the decision 1o make hasie
changas b the structure of the BUC and the "B° Specials; on pre-
vious form the Unionists and the Labour Government are moee
likely to make concesions to these elements than to the civil
rights movemnent, but how they will ger out of s bight spot s
far from clear at present.

British troops under fire in ulster

One thing is clear, however - encrgetic attemnpts will be made o
separzie from the “legitimate” Gwil rights movement the militant
Republicans and the revolutionary left. This is quite likely togo
a5 far os extensive arrests, and fwlure with the other fock of the
strategy can only result in 8 more enerpetic pursuit of this policy
i on Eriempt 16 appease the Orangemen. This indicates the neces-
sity of 3 close alliance betwesn the Republicans and the Lefy, if
cnly oy mtual protection.

However this must extend bevond a merely defensive strategy [o
the whole ficld of political perspectives. The Republicans must
clearly understand that their stratepy to date has foundered on in-
difference to the Insh Republic engendered by the negative fea-
turcs of the southern bourgeois regime; they must exiend theic
fight, take up the cudpels against the “Green Tories' and genw-
inely seek to reunite Ireland as the "Workers Bepublic” which they
hawe verbally accepted mecently.

Similarly the Lefi, in particular PD, must refurbish their line by
recopnising the imporiance of the national question. At every step
wlideh the ¢l rights strugple in the MNorth has taken, the weight
of Irish history has settled more firmly on ils back,

Undoubtedly the civil dghts movement, like Parnell's Home Rule
party’, was ahle to achieve a great deal with demands which fell
short of the call fo smash the hold of British imperialism in Tre-
land, but like that expenence it must be seen a8 a historically
limited movement which gestates the forces for o new assaulf o
imperialism. Thiz is not to say that the eivil rights struggie is over,
or should be de-sscalated: on the conirary the lelf should increase
its efforts to drive the movement forward and pain leademship of it
but it should be understond that the main ensmy of progres in
Ireland is not the southern “Green Tordes” or the northern “Blue'
ones, but British imperialism. o that consistent Eepublicans and
revolutionary socialists hove the same enegmy and gim; in the shon
run they need each other for protection, in the long nun they
must fight together for success, This is the essence of James Con-
nolly's messape to the workers of Ireland, in Tace of the “Cameron
consengus’, which seeks to samash them: the Bepublicans and  the
Left must unite on 3 'Connally consenaus®.

The Cameron regort represents & final sttempt to close the pates
on the forcés which menace the existence of the Northern Trigh
state, but the hinges arc rusty and the bars are totten; there is yet
time to rally the workers of Ireland, north and south, po smash
down these gates for ever, and smash with them ihe evils of
impearinlisn, cupitalism and raligious sectarianism.

LABOUR

AFTER BRIGHTON

From the point of view of the Wilson leadership, this yeat's
Labour Conference is already being buili up as ong of the most
suceessiul ever, From the viewpoint of the left it was tne of the
micat wnrewarding.

The general decline of political activity inside the party was re-
Mected in the fugt that affiliated and individual membership was
lower than at any time since 1951, Onby just ower 3000 out of
30 Constituency Parties were represented at Conferenca. The Low
political Jevel 15 demonstrated by the failure of Vietpam or rece-
lism — two key questions — even o appear on the agenda.

The big story of the week was the confllict beiwesn {he Govern-

ment and the AEF and the TECWLU which ended: with the debe-
gaftions of these unions casting their voles against the NEC Policy
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Stutement: “Agenda Tor o Generation”. (The statement was rione-
theless passed.) But Scanlon and Jones said they would accept this
dociimend i just & few words aboul the necessily for a Prices and
Incomes policy were dropped. The reat of the document howsver
s samnply g recipe fur the continustion of the Government’s cur-
rent policios for the modernisation of Brdish capitalism. The lea-
ders of Britain's two major unions do not appear to understand
that if you gecept one you have no chodics but 1o aceept the other.
A Tight conducted on such a level s assured of Moilure in advange,

Bour was there any sipn of a real fight from any other direction at
Conference, The Tribunite l=ft made the vsual gestures and in-
dulped in the usual thetors, vet their impact was absodutely nil,
This is graphucaily illusirated by the results of the NEC elections,
After a vear in which the Government had launched un unparal-
leled artack on the basiz of fts own traditional support, Barbars
Custle, the architect of ‘In Pluge of Strife', kept her seat at the
head of the Constitocncy Section. The only chanpgs on the wholz
executive resulted Mrom the retirement of Besse Braddock!




Revolutionary socialists get no satisfaction from seeing this atro-
phy in Britsin’s traditional mass working class political orpanisa-
tion, The Conference was clearly seen by the leadership ag a pre-
election run-in. They certainly wsed the opportunity as one long
publicity show, The latest opinion polls and the pitiful showing
of the Tories makes a Labour victory appear increasingly possible.
In other words it is not going to be enough to turn the other way
and hope the Labour Party will die. As long as the organic links
which exist between the Party and the arganised class in the trade
unjon movement endure, wholly unexpected revivals of this kind
will continue. Those links will be broken when significsnt masses
of British workers are convinced through concrete political strug-
gles of the possibility of & revolutionary alternative.

On any score it appears unlikely that there will be a fight of any
significance within the Labour Party for several years. Hugh Scan-
lon himsell proposed the motien of support at Conference o the
Labour Government in words which Wilson later seized on to illus-
trate his own theme of the unily of the movement bhehind his
leadership. Cnly 8 really traumatic disaster appears hikely to shake
the apathy. In the meantime, and in preparation for the conflicts
which must eventually arise, the duty of the British revolutionary
left is to build its own forces 1o the extent that they are able o
mike un independent and decisive intervention which can wrest
the keadership of the left away from the Tribunite reformists and
and left union bureaucrats and place in the hands of those  who
will conduct a real struggle for the revelutionary tranaformation
of British working cluss politics.

Erneat Mandel

S

Ermest Mandei, noted European Marxdst scholar, editor of the Bel-
gian weekly Lg (rauche, and a contributing editor of frtercann-
renfal Fress, was barred {rom participating in a conference oo
‘Technalogy and the Third World' arganised by the Graduste Smu-
dents Association i Stanford University, Calfornia, 17-18 Octo-
ber,

Without giving any official explanation, the US. State Depart-
ment refused to give him a visa for the four-day visit,

Mandel, best-known as the guthor of the too-volume Marxist Foo-
norde Theory, was to debate Profesor John Kenneth Galbraith
of Harvard University as a feature of the two-day session, He had
ilso been scheduled to address the srudent body at the nearby
University of California campus at Hayward.

Although the mvitation to Mandel had ‘strong concurrence” from
the office of the Stantord president, the State Department persis-
ted in its refusal, disregarding strong protests from Stanford, Har-
vard, and Princeton Facolty members,

Gealbraith expressed the view of the overwhelming mejority of the
comference participants when he assailed the State Department
action, in his keynole speech on the opening day of the con-
ference, before an audience of some 1,600 people.

The conference wasable to partially creumvent the State Depart-
ment ban by arranging for o trans-Atlantic telephone discussion
between Mandel and Galbraith.

On 18th October, the confarence heard a tape-recorded nddress
by Mandel on *A Radical View of the Development of the Third
World and Technology'. Over the relephone hook-up, Galbraith
then commented on Mandel's paper, and Mandel replied to Gal-

MANDEL
DEBATES
GALBRAITH
BY 'PHONE

From an American correspondent

braith's comments. Mandel's paper and the exchange hetween the
revolutionary Marxist and the lberal were followed sl intensa
interest by the 500 students present. Following the tmnsoceanic
debate, there was discussion from the floor with Galbraith.

The ban on Broest Mandel is especially arbdtrary since he made o
two-month tour of the United States lasi September and October,
speaking at 30 universities from coast to coast,

At that time his revolutionary positions (he mude no secret of his
Trotskyist views) were attacked by such right-wing voices as far-
ran '’ magazring, conservative cofumnist William Buckley, and in
fremit-pape editorials in the Hearst papers sipned by Editorin-chiel
William Fandolph Hearst, Ir.

Mande] has been invited to speak at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Princeton, Columbis, Amhberst, and the Mew Sehool
for Social Fesearch in early December,

He has also agreed to participate with Andre Gorz, Lucien Gold-
man, and other speakers at & conference in New York on Nay, 29
on the subject of "Agencies of Social Chunge” under the joint aus-
pices of the Socialist Scholars Conference and the Bartramd Russel]
Peace Foundation.

These sponsors intend to make a vigorous effort 1o get the ban an
Mande] lifted so that he can fulfil these engagements. They con-
tend that the right to hear and debate dissenting views face-to-face
goes hand-in-hand with the right to read them on the printed page.

A pational protest campaign will be launched if the government
guthorities continue to refwse to give Mandsl a visa,
15
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