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Police intervene against striking municipal workers in Volta Redonda, Brazil during nationwide
general strike, 21 June 1996.

Cops, Courts Out of the Umions
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Volta Redonda, Brazil, November 1988: Army attacked striking steel workers. Three strikers were killed.

Introduction

'y

The battle waged in the city of Volta Redonda, Brazil over
the last year—to remove police from the municipal workers
union, to fight racist discrimination and to defend class-struggle
union militants from an onslaught of legal repression—has im-
portant lessons for the workers movement internationally. The
Internationalist Group is publishing this bulletin to bring to the
attention of the working-class and socialist public this impor-
tant fight led by our fraternal comrades of the Liga Quarta-
Internacionalista do Brasil (LQB—Fourth Internationalist League
of Brazil).

This struggle takes place in Brazil’s cidade do ago (steel
city), the site of the largest steel plant in Latin America. The
city of 220,000 inhabitants is located 60 miles from Rio de
Janeiro, and is part of the state of the same name. Volta Redonda
has always been a company town. It was created during World
War I when the huge Companhia Siderirgica Nacional (CSN—
National Steel Company) factory was built with U.S. aid under
the military-populist regime of Gettilio Vargas. During the
1980s, CSN employed some 30,000 workers. As a result of the
cutbacks in state-owned industries and privatization policies
instigated by the Intemational Monetary Fund and carried out
by successive Brazilian governments, the work force has been
slashed to some 16,000 workers today. Yet even after the dras-
tic layofTs, it remains one of the largest proletarian concentra-
tions on the continent.

Inthe the early 1980s, Volta Redonda steel workers waged
mass, illegal strikes as part of the wave of working-class unrest

that swept through Brazil’s industrial centers, ultimately lead-
ing to the downfall of the military dictatorship that ruled the
country from 1964 to 1985. (During the dictatorship Volta
Redonda was a “national security zone” due to the importance
of the steel plant.) When steel workers struck in 1988, the gov-
ernment sent the army to occupy the city. The killing of three
strikers—William, Valmir and Barroso—by army troops became
asymbol of anti-labor repression in the “new, democratic” Bra-
zil. It was as leaders and activists in these strikes that a largely
black nucleus of militants came together in opposition to the
steel union bureaucracy and capitalist politicians, forming the
Luta Metalurgica (LM—Metal Workers Struggle) group, the pre-
cursor of the LQB.

The mass strikes of the early 1980s gave rise to the Work-
ers Party (Partido dos Trabalhadores—PT) of Luis Inacio Lula
da Silva, closely linked to the CUT labor federation. Several
of the militants who formed Luta Metalargica played lead-
ing roles in PT branches in Volta Redonda and the neighbor-
ing city of Barra Mansa. As the rightward-moving reformist
PT geared up for the 1989 elections, it formed a “popular
front,” a class-collaborationist coalition with several petty-
bourgeois and minor bourgeois parties behind Lula’s presi-
dential candidacy. The Luta Metalargica comrades were
purged by the PT leadership for opposing the formation of
the Frente Brasil Popular. The first targets of the wide-rang-
ing anti-red purge carried out by the PT during that period,

continued on page 25
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Class Struggle and Repression
in
Volta Redonda, Brazil
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Mobilizacéo Jal!!

FRAGAO DE ARTUR, FRENTE POPULAR, PM E GUARDAS MUNICIPAIS
TENTAM CASSAR GERALDO E DESTRUIR 0 SFPMVR

3 Diario do Vale
Municipal union leader Geraldo Ribeiro addresses 4 July 1996 rally. Inset: union bulletin calls
for “Mobilization Now!” against attempt by popular front, police and their puppet to oust
Ribeiro and destroy the union.

Cops, Courts Out of the Unions!

For over a year, anti-racist trade unionists and
Trotskyist activists in Volta Redonda—Brazil’s “steel
city,” in the state of Rio de Janeiro—have faced a repres-
sive vendetta from the city government, courts and po-
lice. The Internationalist Group has published materials
on the defense campaign against this repression, in The
Internationalist No. 1 (January-February 1997) and else-
where. To supplement these, we have put together this
dossier in conjunction with our fraternal comrades of

the Liga Quarta-Internacionalista do Brasil (LQB—Fourth
Internationalist League of Brazil).

A key element in this defense campaign has been
the support of unions and defenders of labor rights in-
ternationally, from South Africa to El Salvador, who have
spoken out for the Volta Redonda militants. Some of the
protest statements received are reproduced later in this
bulletin. Mobilization of the workers in Volta Redonda,
together with international solidarity, has produced some
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Luta Metallirgica and Municipal Workers Union initiated united-front protest
in Volta Redonda, August 1995, demanding freedom for Mumia Abu-Jamal,

radical black journalist on death row in Pennsylvania.

important paI:tial victories: charges have been dropped
or dismissed in several of the court cases against the
union activists. Meanwhile, municipal police (guardas),
some of whom were affiliated to the Volta Redonda
Municipal Workers Union (SFPMVR), were disaffili-

ated from the union by a membership vote as the result

of a determined class-struggle campaign.

This dossier tells the story of this important battle
for the class independence of the workers. As the Rus-
sian Bolshevik leader and founder of the Fourth Interna-
tional Leon Trotsky wrote in 1940, the primary slogan
of revolutionaries in the trade unions must be “complete
and unconditional independence of the trade unions in
relation to the capitalist state,” and that together with
the fight for trade-union democracy, this requires the
forging of a revolutionary leadership.

The repression in Volta Redonda has targeted lead-
ing activists of the municipal workers union who have
been won to the revolutionary program of the LQB over
the past period. The SFPMVR, which is affiliated to the
CUT labor federation, has waged seven strikes in recent
years. Going up against the city administration of the
Popular Front-a coalition of the reformist Workers Party
(PT) with the bourgeois-populist Brazilian Socialist Party
and others—these strikes put a stop to the planned lay-

offs of 2,800 municipal employ-
ees. Today the threat of mass lay-
offs is again being raised by the
city, in line with the austerity and
privatization measures promoted
by Brazilian president Fernando
Henrique Cardoso and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF).

In November 1995,
SFPMVR activist Geraldo
Ribeiro ran for president of the
union at the head of the
Municiparios em Luta (MEL-
Municipal Workers in Struggle)
slate, whose program called for
“proletarian opposition to the
popular front,” stating that “the
“struggle to build a revolutionary
workers party is more than ever
on the order of the day.” The pro-
gram also stressed that all levels
of the armed forces and police,
including the military police and
municipal guardas, are “all of
them, the armed fist of the
bourgeoisie,” and that any “alli-
ance” with them is incompatible with class independence,
“since they bring men armed and trained by the bour-
geois state into the unions.” Running against a candi-
date backed by the city administration and the pro-com-
pany labor federation Forga Sindical, Ribeiro won the
election with 62 percent of the votes.

Working together with Luta Metalurgica (Metal
Workers Struggle, the predecessor of the LQB), Ribeiro
took a strong stand against what in the U.S. would be
called business unionism. Calling for “Workers Mobili-
zations to Defeat the Hunger Plan of Cardoso and the
IMF,” a December 1995 MEL leaflet declared “The
Popular Front Endangers the Workers,” and stressed: “It
is necessary to mobilize the working class (whites,
blacks, mulattos, of all ethnic groups) in action against
the massacres of street children and the murder of activ-
ists, for workers’ self-defense, against the oppression of
homosexuals and the massacre of Indians.” When Luta
Metalurgica brought the campaign to free black Ameri-
can death row prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal to Brazil,
Ribeiro was the union’s speaker at an August 1995 Volta
Redonda rally for Jamal co-sponsored by Luta
Metalurgica and the SFPMVR.

During the union election campaign in late 1995,
city officials sent the Military Police after Ribeiro and
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Luta Metalurgica



Luta Metalurgica/LQB leader Cerezo and fined them for
painting campaign slogans on a wall in the city center.
Digrio do Vale (19 October 1995), the Volta Redonda
daily newspaper and mouthpiece of the steel bosses,
published a front-page photo and article on this incident.
After Ribeiro overwhelmingly won the union election,
the Popular Front city. administration joined with the
outgoing union president in trying to block him from
taking office. When he was finally able to take office in
December, as a result of a determined struggle by the
ranks, Ribeiro undertook efforts to disaffiliate the munici-
pal guardas from the SFPMVR.

In late January 1996, a sinister slander campaign was
launched against Ribeiro and Cerezo, who had been an
advisor to Ribeiro’s campaign. The smears were published
in the local press, which picked them up from Causa
Operaria (C.O.—Workers Cause), a group which supported

the Frente Brasil Popular in the 1994 presidential elections.
The witchhunt was then taken up by Artur Fernandes, secre-
tary of the SFPMVR, who received backing and advice
from the Liga Bolchevique Internacionalista, a split-off from
C.0., at the same time as he proclaimed that he was receiv-
ing “orientation” from the police. Fernandes attempted to
carry out a coup against Ribeiro, acting as an instrument of
the city bosses in attempting to strangle class-struggle poli-
tics within the union. Fernandes’ coup faction distributed a
leaflet provocatively calling to “defend the guardas™ at a
March 13 union meeting.

At the meeting, the pro-cop faction sought to provoke
a brawl by grabbing Ribeiro, whom the workers elected to
chair the meeting. When the workers defended him, the
pro-police faction immediately called the Military Police
in to “restrain the radicals of Luta Metallrgica.” Of the
squad of Military Police who invaded the meeting, two

Sindicalistas picham
tapume e sao multados

Carlos Caldeird

Pichagio: Geraldo (segundo d esquerda) e Cerezo (segundo d direita) picham tampume da prefeitura

Diario do Vale (19 October 1995) blares: “Unionists Fined for Painting Graffiti.”
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OBSERVEM A OPINIAO DE GERALDO EM RELACAO A

I.PARECER DO TAL PROGRAMA QUE

build support for disaffiliating the cops.
A union bulletin of May 6 reported on a 6

" GUARDA MUNICIPAL E VIGIAS.
| i . a.m. meeting of garage workers:
QUESTAD MILITAR “Thé Rank and File Is Deciding: Po-

lice Out of the Union; Reaffirmation of
the Municiparios em Luta Program! ...A
meeting of the [municipal] garage work-

Geraldo quer claramente excluir o8 Guardas Municipais ¢ vigias do
movimento Sindical, discriminando o3 mesmos como sendo BRASOS
ARMADOS DOS PATROES, alegando que ¢ incompativel a alianga dos Guardas
Municipais ¢ Vigiss com MUNICIPARIOS EM LUTA deixa claro a intengfo de
desfiliar do Sindicato todos os Guardas Municipais e Vigias.” Deixando-os sem
assisténcia politica, Juridica ¢ etc. (ou scia qualquer assisténcia do Sindicato).

O autoritirio Presidente scquer respeita ‘o Diretor da Executiva do
00880’ Sindicato, que ¢ membro desta classe. Desprezando também dois guardas

ers voted unanimously: The police should
not be part of, and should not interfere
with, the SFPMVR or the workers move-
ment in general. Because they are the instru-
ment and armed fist of the bourgeoisie.”
The bulletin also emphasized the class-
struggle program “which defends workers’

DIA 13 - Quarta-Feira

Por este motivo companheiros os Dirctores que definitivamente nlio
concordam com cste AUTORITARISMO sindical CONVOCAM A TODOS
PARA JUNTOS DEFERDERMOS A GUARDA EM NOSSA ASSEMBLEIA.

class independence; women, their rights and
gains; blacks; children; socialism and the
construction of a Revolutionary Workers
Party which fights to put an end to capi-

Attacking Ribeiro’s program for stating cops are “armed fist of the
bourgeoisie,” leaflet by Artur Fernandes provocatively calls to
“defend the guardas” at 13 March 1996 union meeting. Called by

Fernandes & Co., Military Police invaded meeting.

were brandishing shotguns. Later, three municipal guardas
also arrived, and a number of plainclothes police were also
present at the assembly. Everything points to this provoca-
tion having been carefully prepared in advance in order to
provoke a “confrontation with the police,” something the
class-struggle militants sought to avoid. Ribeiro succeeded
in preventing a clash and nobody was hurt.

In response to the police invasion of the March 13
union meeting, an international campaign was launched,
demanding: Police Hands Off the SFPMVR. This cam-
paign, originally begun by the Partisan Defense Com-
mittee in the United States, gained support from unions
from Brazil, Mexico, the United States and Canada to
Europe, Australia, South Africa and Japan. Defenders
of the oppressed such as Esteban Volkov (grandson of
Leon Trotsky), Mumia Abu-Jamal and others also spoke
out against the cop invasion.

Ribeiro, together with other LQB supporters, answered
the provocations and repression by intensifying the work
of mobilizing and increasing the consciousness of the union
ranks concerning the role of the police and the need to dis-
affiliate the guardas from the SFPMVR. This effort in-
cluded the publication of thousands of bulletins featuring
Mumia Abu-Jamal’s article on the campaign, titled “Po-
lice: Part of, or Enemies of, Labor?” The large print run of
this bulletin (10,000 copies) was one of the pretexts later
used by the courts for intervening in the union and sus-
pending Ribeiro from his elected post.

The class-struggle union leaders steadily worked to

talism; for proletarian opposition to the
Popular Front and for workers mobilizations
to defeat the starvation plan, firings and
misery of FHC [Brazilian president
Fernando Henrique Cardoso] and the IMF!”
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‘Brazit: Police Hands OFf
Volta Redonda Union!

Union bulletin (11 April 1996) features Mumia Abu-
Jamal’s article, “Police: Part of, or Enemies of,
Labor?” Volta Redonda court later used this bulletin
as pretext toremove elected union president.
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Workers Vanguard

Solidarity statements from around the world protest cop invasion of 13 March 1996 union meeting.

Calling to “do as the garage brothers did,” a sched-
ule was published for elections of workplace delegates
to a union conference that would organize a vote on dis-
affiliation of the police. Didrio do Vale (17 May 1996)
reported that in early June, “the union will hold a con-
ference where it will discuss the removal of the guardas
from its membership, Geraldo Ribeiro said yesterday.”
Meanwhile, desperate to deflect the growing support for
the campaign to remove police from the union, the sinis-
ter pro-cop faction leader Fernandes triggered several
days of lurid headlines and threats of police action against
Luta Metallirgica by trying to implicate LM in an imagi-
nary “attack” on him, even claiming to have been grazed
by a shot although no wound was ever shown.

The union conference was held on June 13, and a
motion was overwhelmingly passed calling for the ouster
of the guardas. On June 19 a general union assembly
was called to discuss the SFPMVR’s campaigns and carry
out the disaffiliation of the cops. For the second time,
the cops invaded the union meeting, which was attended
by some 200 workers. On orders from Volta Redonda’s
mayor, 15 guardas sealed off the entrances and proceeded
to enforce a court injunction shutting down the meeting
as union president Ribeiro was reading the resolution
for disaffiliation of the guardas. Ringleaders of the pro-
cop grouping physically attacked Ribeiro and a woman
executive board member, Maria do Carmo Paes.

The judicial offensive now went into high gear. A
week after the June 19 meeting, a Volta Redonda judge

suspended Ribeiro from his elected post and installed
Fernandes as front man for the court intervention. This
came on top of an earlier legal action against Ribeiro by
the commander of the police, Lt. Freitas, who accused
him of slander and defamation. In yet another case, the
city government has charged him with defamation over
the union campaign against the racist firing of a black
woman worker, Regina Célia. Under the 1967 censor-
ship law inherited from the military dictatorship that ruled
Brazil for over two decades (1964-1985), Ribeiro could
face up to four years in jail on this charge.

Meanwhile, the SFPM VR militants together with the
LQB/LM took the lead in carrying out strike actions in
Volta Redonda as part of a nationwide general strike on
21 June 1996. When union activist and LQB supporter
Marcello Carega led 150 workers in shutting down the
municipal garage, a Military Police officer fired his shot-
gun in the air and ordered the arrest of Carega, who was
charged with “disobedience” for refusing to move the
van blocking the entrance.

In fighting for the removal of the police from the
municipal workers union, the class-struggle activists
linked this struggle to the fight against racial oppression
and cop terror throughout Brazilian society. Union bul-
letins recalled the military repression of the national oil
workers strike in 1995, as well as massacres of landless
peasants in Eldorado and Rondénia. They particularly
highlighted the case of Ernane da Silva Lucio, a 12-year-
old black child murdered in Volta Redonda by a munici-
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Brazilian workers, peasants carry out general strike, 21 June 1996. LQB led strike in Volta Redonda, while
opposing alliance of CUT labor federation and the left with representatives of capital.

pal guarda in October 1995. As aresult of this denuncia-
tion, the Rio de Janeiro newspaper O Dia published a
full-page report on the murder of Ernane, as well as on
the brutal repression against street children.

In the face of the offensive by the city administra-
tion, courts and cops seeking to break the union, Ribeiro
and other class-struggle activists defied the court inter-
vention by calling a union assembly, through circulating
a petition signed by close to 300 union members. The
meeting was held on July 25, voting to reaffirm Ribeiro
as union president and to disaffiliate the municipal
guardas from the SFPMVR. The guardas have since then
set up their own “association” with the backing of po-
lice commander Freitas.

In response to the escalation of repression in June
and July 1996, the Internationalist Group and the LQB
redoubled the campaign for solidarity with the Brazilian
anti-racist trade unionists. Unions from South Africa to
Europe, El Salvador and the United States sent state-
ments of solidarity and protest (see pages 22-23).

The mobilizations of the union ranks together with the
defense campaign and international solidarity have achieved
some partial victories. On 3 December 1996, the legal pre-
text for the court intervention in the union was withdrawn
when the city government gazette announced that the pro-

cop faction had formally desisted from the frame-up charges
they brought against Ribeiro. The courts have been delib-
erating on whether to drop the case, even though they have
no juridical basis on which to continue it. In the case against
Marcello Carega on the charge of disobedience for his role
in leading municipal workers during the 21 June 1996 gen-
eral strike, the courts have decided that he would not face
jail time. A judge has issued a finding against the trumped-
up charges brought against Ribeiro last spring by munici-
pal guarda commander Freitas (although the latter has not
told the court that he will desist from pursuing this case).
Yet despite the initial victories, the repression
launched by the Volta Redonda bosses has by no means
come to an end. The city’s slander case against Ribeiro
continues. Meanwhile, members of Fernandes’ coterie
physically attacked Ribeiro and Carega at a recent union
meeting, seeking to provoke new legal charges against
them. The class-struggle militants demand that the
bosses’ courts and cops get their hands off the Munici-
pal Workers Union and the labor movement as a whole!

At the end of this dossier we reprint a letter from
Geraldo Ribeiro and Marcello Carega thanking
those who came to their defense and reporting on
developments in this fight.



A Class-Struggle Fight
for Cops Out of the Unions

The struggle led by supporters of the Liga Quarta-Inter-
nacionalista do Brasil in the Volta Redonda Municipal
Workers Union to remove police from the labor movement
has lessons for all those who fight for the independence of
the working class from the capitalist state. To our knowl-
edge, this is the first time such a fight has been waged in
Latin America. Many self-proclaimed “socialist” groups
in fact support the presence of the cops inside the unions,
pretending that these armed enforcers of bourgeois rule are
Jjust “workers in uniform.” This reformist policy can be
literally suicidal, as Leon Trotsky pointed out over Ger-
many in the early 1930s, where the Social Democrats
banked on the Prussian police as a supposed bulwark against
Hitler’s Nazis. Trotsky warned:

“The fact that the police was originally recruited in large

numbers from among Social Democratic workers is abso-

lutely meaningless. Consciousness is determined by envi-
ronment even in this instance. The worker who becomes

a policeman in the service of the capitalist state, is a bour-

geois cop, not a worker.”

The LQB cited this quotation from Trotsky in an
article in its newspaper, Vanguarda Operdria (Workers
Vanguard), on the struggle to oust the cops from the
union. (A translation of this article is printed in The In-
ternationalist No. 1, January-February 1997.) In a leaf-
let on the police invasion of the 13 March 1996 munici-
pal workers union meeting, they wrote: “The job of the
police is to break strikes and carry out racist attacks,
which are the daily reality of capitalist ‘law and order’
in Brazil.” They stressed: “The military police are noto-
rious for the racist murder of hundreds of street chil-
dren, most of them black, in the state of: Rio de Janeiro,
the disappearance of black trade unionist Rufino and the
murder of various other leftists. In the Volta Redonda
area, from January to August 1991, at least 113 children
were killed by military police (O Globo, 13 September
1991), and municipal guardas are suspected of involve-
ment in those murders.”

The courageous defense of Marxist principles by the
LQB/LM has earned it the bitter enmity of the bourgeoi-
sie. Luta Metalurgica was originally constituted by work-
ers in the giant Volta Redonda steel plant, the largest in
Latin America, where they fought against pro-company
union misleaders, the privatization of this formerly state-
owned plant, and the Popular Front city administration
which has done the steel bosses’ bidding. In the October
1994 Brazilian national elections, LM refused to sup-

port any candidates of the Frente Brasil Popular led by
Luis Inacio Lula da Silva’s Workers Party (PT), warn-
ing that this class-collaborationist coalition was a trap
for the workers. And while the bulk of the left turned a
blind eye to the oppression of blacks and women, LM
insisted that the fight against this oppression is key to
class-struggle politics in Brazil.

PM prende ativista
sindical durante
manifestagdao no Aero

_Carlos Menandirc

Diario do Vale (22-23 June 1996) reports: “Military
Police Seize Union Activist During Demonstration in
Aero” (area where municipal garage is located). In
photo, Marcello Carega shows handcuff marks from
arrest during general strike.



10

GEST‘O

\) wm@@‘ﬁwm (S

AS BASES ESTAQ goppimteon
DECIDINDQO : o

ATACAM O SFPMVR:

POLICIA FORA DO SINDICATO; e o o e
REAFIRMAGCAQ DO PROGRAMA vcucs 3 socmbiis do di 137030
96, e que fol condensdo 3o redor &
MUNICIPARIOS EM LUTA! miad pes :"'T..’;:. .;.;‘::_:
que fizemos ¢ que 04 dias rece-
Scgunda feira de mobifizagies operirias  feot wokulelade 'éo""‘ Jornat,
manh3, dia 06/05/96, a8  para derrotar o plano 96} . Agors re wv‘n‘:n“dmled:a‘grwl
6:00 hy, os funclondrios  de fome, demissGes e da mancomuneda m:“ s Fsio de
da Garagem decidiram  misédia do FHC ¢ o m;i,":;‘ww;ﬂ,m
em assembiéia, por M dante ds gunds contrs o SIPMVR )
unanimidade que: Os
Polldais nio devem avante com soma vitdrla classista |
fazer parte nem -
interferir no SFPMVR & Prnis 4
no movimento operirio R (E‘
em geral . Pols sdo wmmunmn_mm-mtmm%
instrumentos ¢ brago s

Union bulletin (6 May 1996) reports on garage
workers’ vote, “The Rank and File Is Deciding: Police
Out of the Union.” The bulletin closes (below) with
the slogans: “Forward with our campaign! Police out
of the union! Workers of the world unite!”

City rulers, cops and the local

capitalist media were alarmed when :
union militants aligned with LM AVANTE
were elected to the leadership of the COM NOSSA
Municipal Workers Union. As a CAMPANEA!
witchhunt heated up against
SFPMVR president Geraldo POLICIA

o FORA DO
Ribeiro and comrade Cerezo of SINDICATO!
Luta Metalurgica/LQB, the local :
press was full of articles on the sub- OPERARIOS
Ject. A 17 May 1996 article in | po MUNDO
Diadrio do Vale began: . UNI-VOS!

“GuaRpAs SAY THEY FEEL

PRESSURED BY MEMBERS OF

LuTta METALURGICA

“Commander says the group wants to exclude munici-
pal guardas from the Municipal Workers Union
“VYolta Redonda—-The commander of the Municipal
Guard, retired army lieutenant Paulo Roberto Freitas, will
call the troops together this morning to find out ifhis sub-
ordinates are being subjected to pressure as a result of the
statements by the leader of Luta Metalurgica and vice
president of the regional CUT {labor federation}, Alex-
andre Cerezo. Luta Metallrgica made its support to the
election campaign of Geraldo Ribeiro’s slate-which ended
up winning the election for the leadership of the Union of
Municipal Workers of Volta Redonda conditional on car-
rying out a program drawn up by the organization

‘Municiparios em Luta’ which precludes municipal

guardas being part of the union....

“Cerezo justified this by saying, ‘The Municipal Guard

defends the capitalist state, as do the Armed Forces’.

The article (shown on page 19 of this dossier) noted
that police commander Freitas was one of the military
officers who commanded the federal troops who invaded
the National Steel Company plant in Volta Redonda dur-
ing the bitter 1988 strike, in which soldiers killed three
strikers. “The former military officer has undertaken a
court action against the union, which will be sued for
slander and defamation,” the article noted.

The paper reported on the upcoming conference (se-
mindrio) where the union would “discuss the removal
of the guardas from its membership.” A May 28 union
bulletin vowed, “Mobilization Will Decide!” and stated
that an SFPMVR assembly would be called to deal with,
among other issues facing the union, the question of the
municipal guard.

The call for the 13 June 1996 semindrio issued by
Geraldo and the MEL denounced the various anti-union
forces, from the pro-company Forga Sindical “labor” fed-
eration to the Popular Front. It placed the attacks on mu-
nicipal workers, instigated by Brazilian president Cardoso
at the behest of the IMF, in the framework of a worldwide
bourgeois onslaught. It noted the imperialist drive to priva-
tize health and welfare, as well as “flexibilization” of work-
ers’ rights and attacks on job security:

“In addition, there is an increase in racism and male chau-
vinism in the context of a general offensive against the
working class. But this capitalist offensive, which the fake-
leftists call ‘neo-liberal policy,’ is in reality the ongoing
crisis of capitalism, further exacerbated following the capi-
talist counterrevolution against the planned and collectiv-
ized economies of the USSR and East Europe.

“At the same time, despite the innumerable manifestations
of its struggles, the proletariat is being defeated by the
politics of popular-front class collaboration and because
it does not have a revolutionary leadership which fights

Cerezo deve ir a policia depor
sobre atentado a sindicalista
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As pro-cop mouthpiece Fernandes tries to implicate
LM in imaginary “attack” on him, Didrio do Vale (15
May 1996) headlines: “Cerezo Must Make Statement
at Police Station on Attack Against Unionist--Luta
Metalirgica Leader Suspects Attack Was ‘A Farce’.”
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COLABORAUAC 1B CLASSES 126 (¥
SFPMVR COM PARECER DO MOEXT GERAL.

CONSELEO FISCAL NESTE SENTHN? ESVERAMOS DESTE
A - y SEMINARIO A GARANTIA DB QUE VA~
5 - FRACAO DE ARTUR A0S SEGUIR ADIANTE.

6 - FROFOSTAS ORGANIZATIVAS
7 - GUARDA MUNICIPAL

8~ CAMPANHA INTERNACIONAL
9 - DIPLOMACAQ

10 - TERCEIRIZACAC), VIGA SOPAVE,
COHAM, NOVA, KTE.

CONTAMOS COM VOCE.

GERALD) RIBEIRQ - PRESIDENTE

OPERARIOS DO
MUNDO UNI-VOS!!

Above: Brochure for 13 June 1996 union conference with delegates elected in work-site meetings. Under
agenda point 7, the conference overwhelmingly voted for ouster of municipal guards from union. Below:
June 17 union bulletin built for general assembly two days later, and reported: “The Campaign for ‘Cops
Hands Off the SFPMVR’ Is Growing.”
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to shut down the meeting where “Geraldo
read the resolution from the First
Semindrio, among the main points of
which is: To disaffiliate the municipal
guards from the SFPMVR, because they
are not part of the working class.” Stress-
ing the repression by municipal guards
against the June 21 nationwide general
strike, it notes “for the ‘blind people’ who
do not want to see, this is one more les-
son: police (any kind of police) are not part
of the workers movement.” A subsequent
municipal workers’ bulletin elaborated:

“On June 19 the cops, ‘invited’ by the sell-out
faction, were sent by [Volta Redonda mayor]
Baltazar to stop and shut down our assembly,
violating our democratic and trade-union rights
and the rights of all the workers. They want to
stop the city workers from having a meeting,
the purpose of which is not a confrontation but
to defend our jobs and separate the guardas
from the SFPMVR (the need for which was

18 June 1996 bulletin prints
main resolution from 13 June
unhion conference, stating: “the
affiliation of guardas and po-
lice to workers’ unions is in-
compatible with a class pro-
gram.” Resolution stressed
need for “complete indepen-
dence of the workers move-
ment, and therefore of the
unions, from the bourgeois

U progama classisia,

guiv eleger um del

ep dox sinli

munados cosn o comandante da Gumh Muni-

g nosso ;m)grama. “Municipaﬂos em
uta”, insiste que filiagio de guardas ¢ polici-
ais a0s sindicatos operdrios ¢ incompatived con

th o mf ammbieiu nelon-
ais de hase onde todas essas demincias foram
levadas ¢ onde & fragio de Amx o conse-

ncia com esta fraciio incompativel co)
programa Mumicipdrios em Luta com o qual
famos eleitos e tem conto um dos pontos prin-
c!pma a independéncia compicln do movinentn

~ shown again by their strike-breaking during the
June 21 general strike, when once again the
Municipal Guard and Military Police fired a
shotgun into the air, arrested brother Marcello
Carega and sought to break the municipal work-
ers’ strike). Now they asked the bosses’ courts
to shut down the meeting and suspend Geraldo.
They want to bury the supplementary
wage...and destroy the SFPMVR as a combat-
ive, class-struggle union. This is the meaning
of their attempt to place the union under bour-

to cstad,

state and its state apparatus.”

for the end of capitalism and for socialism, a task which is

only possible if the working class has its revolutionary

workers party.”

The June 13 union semindrio overwhelmmgly voted
in favor of the disaffiliation of the municipal guardas,
and the main resolution stressed that “the affiliation of
guardas and police to workers’ unions is incompatible
with a class program.” With the backing of this delegated
conference, a June 17 union bulletin built for the gen-
eral assembly to be held two days later, and reported,
“The Campaign for ‘Cops Hands Off the SFPMVR’ is
Growing.” The main resolution of the semindrio was
printed in a June 18 union bulletin which was widely
distributed, not only to municipal workers but also at
the steel plant and nearby university campuses.

-What took place at the 19 June 1996 union meeting
was described in a June 28 bulletin. Enforcing a court
order, Popular Front mayor Baltazar sent some 15 cops

Bués € scus aparate estatais.

geois court intervention, as in the days of the
military dictatorship, and under the control of
the Municipal Guard and Military Police.”

—“Urgent Call: Now Is the Time to Defend the Volta
Redonda Municipal Workers Union!” (4 July 1996)

The bulletin called for the class independence of
the workers and for the courts and cops to get out of the
union, ending on the slogans: “Workers of the world,
unite! Bourgeoisie, hands off our union!” Workers car-
ried signs with several of these slogans at a rally of the
ranks that same day.

As the militants organized opposition to the court
intervention and police repression, they raised the case
of Ernane da Silva Lucio, the 12-year-old black child
shot point-blank by a municipal guarda in the Vila
Americana neighborhood of Volta Redonda in October
1995. After the July 4 bulletin highlighted the cop mur-
der of Ernane, the Rio de Janeiro daily O Dia (7 July
1996) devoted an entire page to the “Brutal and Cow-
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ardly Hunt” against black children, with a
feature on Ernane’s mother, Maria Beatriz.
A July 11 bulletin printed a statement by
Maria Beatriz declaring her support to the
union’s campaign, since the police “are not

BOLETIM DA BASE
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workers...but rather a group of murderers,
as was shown clearly by the case of my son.”
The bulletin also reprinted the petition de-
manding a general assembly of the union in
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order to repudiate the court’s suspension of

Ribeiro, remove the municipal guards from
the union and discuss union campaigns, in-
cluding for the rehiring of the fired black
woman worker Regina Célia.

Despite repeated maneuvers by the
court-appointed puppet administrator Artur
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Fernandes, the union assembly took place
on 25 July 1996 and was attended by up-
wards of 150 workers. After a minute of si-
lence in memory of Ernane da Silva Lucio,
the meeting voted the “disaffiliation of the
municipal guardas from the SFPMVR,” re-
jected the court charges against Ribeiro and
reaffirmed him as legitimate elected presi-
dent of the union. A July 30 union bulletin
headlined this “Historic Decision.” The lo-
cal paper reported: “Another decision of the
assembly was to approve the disaffiliation
of the Municipal Guard. The proposal has
been discussed for several months” (Didrio
do Vale, 26 July 1996).

A July 26 leaflet issued by the Liga
Quarta-Internacionalista do Brasil (LQB) summed up:

“ouesidason”

“As workers and activists know, class-struggle fighters in
the Municipal Workers Union have led a vital effort for
class independence: for the disaffiliation of the municipal
guardas because the police (of all kinds) are not part of
the workers movement....

“Workers and activists will recall that regarding the Frente
Brasil Popular [in the 1994 presidential elections] and the
local Popular Front, we have put forward proletarian op-
position to this class collaboration, saying: no vote to any
candidate of popular fronts. All the recent events under-
line this central point. The popular front has shown what
it means, sending police against workers meetings, send-
ing military police and guardas to arrest activists in the
general strike, attempting mass layoffs, placing unions
under court intervention as in the days of the dictatorship,
firing black women and using laws from the dictatorship
to try to shut the mouths of those who tell the truth and
fight against racism! Join us, we fight against the popular
front and for a revolutionary workers party.”
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TODOS A ASSEMBLEIA ONDE AS BASES DECIDIRAD.

Against court intervention and police repression, 11 July 1996
bulletin reprints petition for union assembly (with agenda point to
carry out disaffiliation of municipal guards) and declaration from
Ernane’s mother supporting the union’s campaign.

As the campaign to defend the Volta Redonda mili-
tants against anti-labor repression was going forward
internationally, in Brazil municipal elections were held
in early October. A September 1996 leaflet published
by the class-struggle activists in the union called for
“workers mobilizations to defeat the Cardoso/IMF star-
vation plan,” and stated concerning the election: “In this
country where anti-democratic laws prohibit ‘abstention,’
we call for casting a blank ballot, against the bourgeois
politicians and against suicidal ‘alliances’ of the work-
ers movement and the left with class enemies of the
workers and peasants.” The same bulletin calls for a
“union independent of the courts, cops, bosses and sell-
out bureaucrats.” As part of this struggle it stressed the
need to remove union finances from the control of city
bosses. A November 1996 LQB bulletin explained:

“Geraldo also initiated a campaign for ending the union
dues check-off so that the city workers can organize and
control their finances themselves. These finances have
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been manipulated and withheld in order to pay the city’s
debt while the city stalls on paying municipal workers. In
fact, on November 14, O Globo reported that Cardoso is
putting forward a decree blocking the payment of union-
ists’ wages to state employees and workers in the public
services sector, broadening the blow he aimed against the
oil workers in order to liquidate their strike in 1995.

“That is wliy the unions must control their own finances,
which is one of the principles of class independence.”

The struggle for cops out of the unions, for the unions
to control their own finances, for the political indepen-
dence of the workers movement from the parties and
politicians of the bourgeoisie, for mobilizing the power
of labor against all forms of oppression—these are not
mere “tactical” issues. They are fundamental matters of
principle, key to defending the basic interests of the
working class, which must be part of a fight for socialist
revolution. The “alternative” is the gutting and ultimately
the destruction of the workers organizations by the in-
creasingly rapacious bourgeois rulers. In the crucial fight
to forge a revolutionary leadership, the issues posed by
the fight in Volta Redonda “must become a class-struggle
banner of the workers movement, not just in Brazil and
throughout this continent but all over the world.”
(Vanguarda Operdria No. 1, July-September 1996).

»

Sindicatg dos Funciondrios Piblicos do Municipio de Yolta Redonda

dos poderes executiva, legislativo, administragao direta, indireta,
autarquias, fundagBes ¢ empresa de economia mista, (S.FPMVR.)
CGC: 31.447.7300001-34 - Tal. {0243) 433250 - Fundado em 24 de dozemaro de 1988

KDITAL DE CONVOCACAQ

O indos do Sind dos F Publicos do Municipo de Volla
Redonda, om respeito a0 ABAIXO-ASSINANO entregue no dis 19 de julbo de 1996,
cujo 9 REQUERIMENTO transcrevemnos junito com este editel, que consta us artigos
de dircitos dos usocudm do SFI’MVR, convecamos todos ox funcionanes dos
)"ndercs E ivo, Leg v, A istragho  Dircta ¢ Indieta, Autarquiss,

dagBes o Ed de B ia Mista, pare A bléin Gerat a ser realizada ao
du 25 de julho de 1996, com I* convocaglio s 16:30hs, 2* convocagho ds 17:00hs ¢ 3°
«© dltimn convocaglo para dy [7:30hs, na SMO (Curral do Consclho), para discutir €
deliberar & seguinte ordem do dia

1. Campanha Salarial (DATA-DASE),

2- Avaliagko ¢ deliberagBo sobre divesgéncing na diretortia,

3. Reintegrago da companhsire Regina Célia, funcionsria da FBCG;
4- Fundo de greve;

5+ Teremrizaglio;

6- Desfiliagio da Guarda Municipal,

7+ Outros,
Obs.: O Requeriments ¢ » lista com o abaixv-ussinudo, sc encontram com 2
Dirctorin que responde atualmente pelo SFPMVR, com copiay sutenticndas.

Valta Redonda 23 de julho de 1996

Ass,: Os req cm nbai di

Official call for 25 July 1996 union meeting. Point 6
of the agenda: “Disaffiliation of the municipal guard.”
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Minutes of 25 July 1996 union meeting state: “We proceeded to the motion to disaffiliate the municipal guards
from the union. The proposal was accepted by a majority vote of those present.”
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Bosses’ Courts Target
Class-Struggle Militants

Pela independéncia de classe
dos trabathadores
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Union bulletin (28 May 1996) denounces “popular-front oppressors and exploiters”
for racist firing of black woman worker, Regina Célia de Oliveira. Bulletin features
text by Leon Trotsky on struggle against women’s oppression.

Along with blatant and repeated use of the police,
the bosses’ attempt to repress class-struggle politics in
Volta Redonda has involved an array of legal actions
launched by the local authorities in league with the pro-
cop faction within the Municipal Workers Union
(SFPMVR). In response to this barrage of repression,
the revolutionary militants have looked not to the courts—
that is, the judicial apparatus of capitalist rule-but to the
power of the working class.

The first in this series of court cases was a suit by
Municipal Guard commander Lt. Roberto Freitas, Case
No. 11.526/96, brought before the Volta Redonda crimi-
nal court in April 1996 (see illustrations). Freitas ac-
cused SFPMVR president Geraldo Ribeiro of slander
and defamation. “The attacks and provocations by Cerezo
and Geraldo Ribeiro are not being well received by the
guardas,” said Freitas ominously, encouraging individual
members of the police force to also sue Ribeiro and the
union if they “felt offended” by the campaign for cops
out of the union (Didrio do Vale, 17 May 1996). A local
judge has issued a formal opinion against the accusa-
tions brought by Freitas, who has not responded.

At the end of May 1996, a second court action was
brought against Ribeiro, Case No. 155.389/96, this time
for supposedly “defaming” the city by denouncing the
blatantly racist firing of Regina Célia de Oliveira, a black
woman employee of the municipal welfare institution,
the Beatriz Gama Foundation, where she was paid some
$150 a month for carrying sacks of feed for animals. A
foundation administrator claimed Regina Célia had a
“pinched face.” This is a classic example of racist dis-
crimination in Brazil, where the job requirement of
“good appearance” is a traditional and notorious code
word for the exclusion of blacks.

The LQB supporters launched a union campaign in
defense of Regina Célia, which was widely reported in
the local press. In a May 28 union bulletin, Ribeiro noted
that it showed once again that “the popular front is a
bourgeois government with a ‘left’ mask”; he called for
a campaign of “protest against these popular-front op-
pressors and exploiters, demanding that Regina Célia
immediately get her job back.” As part of a series in the
union bulletins on the history of the workers movement,
the front page of this issue printed a lengthy excerpt from
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Official notification (23 April 1996) of court case
against union president Geraldo Ribeiro, charged
with “slander” and “defamation” by Municipal Guard
commander, Lt. Freitas.

Leon Trotsky on “Women and the Family,” which stated
in part:

“Historical experience shows that even the proletariat,
already struggling with the oppressors, is far from prompt
in concentrating the necessary attention on the oppressed
position of woman as housewife, mother and wife. Such
is the terrible force of being accustomed to the family sla-
very of woman!... To alter the position of woman at the
root is possible only if all the conditions of social, family
and domestic existence are altered.”

“Child-care, eating and laundry facilities must be set up

so that by the advantages they provide they can deal a

deathblow to the old closed-in, isolated family unit, com-

pletely supported on the bent shoulders of the housewife
and mother.”
The case against Ribeiro for defamation brought by the
Beatriz Gama Foundation is still pending. This charge
can bring him up to four years in prison.

What this represents is a vicious attempt to gag those
who fight to mobilize the power of labor in the struggle
against the oppression of women and black people. Ever
since the military populist dictatorship of Getulio Vargas
beginning in the 1930s, it has been a tenet of Brazilian
nationalism that the country is a “racial democracy.”

District attorney orders police inquiry (31 May 1996)
in city’s slander case over union’s campaign against
racist firing of Regina Célia. Case is based on 1967
censorship law of the military dictatorship.

Most of the left has echoed this myth. In recent years,
reflecting the political instability, economic crises and
turbulent labor struggles leading to and following the
fall of the military dictatorship in the mid-80s, issues of
racism have become subjects of debate.

Our fraternal comrades of the Liga Quarta-In-
ternacionalista do Brasil underline that the oppression
of blacks and women has long been the “secret of Bra-
zilian capitalism,” expressed in one of the lowest mini-
mum wages in the world, together with police terror, the
use of death squads against black street children and
many-sided racial and sexual discrimination in industry
and society at large. As noted in the letter from munici-
pal union activists Ribeiro and Carega: “In our activities
and our bulletins we have fought, in accordance with
our class-struggle program, against the oppression of
women, blacks, homosexuals, children victimized by
repression, and all the oppressed and exploited.”

In response to the mounting drive to remove the po-
lice from the SFPMVR, the pro-cop clique headed by
Artur Fernandes and Sebastido de Fatima Batista Passos
rushed to the bosses’ courts to seek their intervention
against the union. On June 19, the very day of the meet-
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DA CONCESSAO DA LIMINAR

Estabeleciias e comprovadas de pisho a

ing that was to vote on disaffiliating the police,
Fernandes and Batista Passos asked for and im-
mediately obtained a preliminary injunction from
a Volta Redonda court to “stop the holding of the
assembly” and initiating the process for “suspen-
sion and removal of the president of the union,”
Geraldo Ribeiro.

This was blatant union-busting. The injunc-
tion issued in Case No. 30.421/96 explicitly or-
dered “the aid of police force, if necessary™ to shut
down the union meeting. Later, the plaintiff, Batista

silusgdo fatica, se faz necassério o deferimenio de L/IMINAR no
sentido de sustar a Assembléia designada para o dia 19 de Junho de
1956, face a violago da norma estatutdria e, emn sua concess8o
assegure o auxilio de forga policial, se necessario for, em liel
cumprimiento 3 ordem expedida. conferindo-se ainda, LIMINAR de

DA MEDIDA CAUTELAR DE GARATER PREPA&TQBIO

A medida ora interposta @ de carAter
preparatdrio para a instauragdo de processo principal a ser
sjulzado no prazo do trintidio, observando-se o procedimanto
ordindrio visando a suspensdc e afastamenlo do Presidente do
Sindicato Reu por ndo cumprir o Estatuto da Entidade e aos motivos
aqui consignados.,

Passos, demanded the annulment of Ribeiro’s mandate
as the elected president of the union and in anticipation
of that a formal “‘jurisdictional receivership” by the courts
over the union, with Fernandes acting as the puppet ad-
ministrator (Case No. 30.545/96). In the service of the
popular front government, these tools of the bosses
sought to chain the union directly to the capitalist state.

One of the key pretexts used by Fernandes & Co.
was that the union bulletin featuring Mumia Abu-Jamal’s
article, “Police: Part of, or Enemies of, Labor?” had a
large press run (10,000 copies). Ribeiro responded in a
formal defense statement within the union:

“The 11 April 1996 tabloid newspaper, whose editorial

was an article by Mumia Abu-Jamal, the black journalist
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ESTATUTO nos precisos termos do Artgo 34 inciso | paragrafos 1° e
2¢ o/c Artigo 5° Inciso XXXV da Constituicao da Republica Federaliva
do Orasil ge 1988 vez que, esl8 comprovado & malversaglo e
anapidegdo do patriménio Sindical, o superfaluramento e as violages
aos Astigos 18 Inciso |, V pardgrafo 1¢,2° /¢ Artigo 21 Inciso Ve Ve,
em especlal, no que lange 20 primeiro Supficado requer o
AFASTAMENTO IMEDIATO por forga do Inciso IV do Artigo 5° cuja
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As city, pro-cop clique pursue vendetta against SFPMVR president Geraldo Ribeiro, court imposes

“jurisdictional receivership” on union.

who is on death row in the U.S.A., made Artur Bonizete

Fernandes extremely indignant, because it sparked inter-

national solidarity against the invasion of an SFPMVR

assembly by the police, who had been systematically called
by the Artur faction to intervene in the municipal work-
ers’ assembly.”

Against the anti-union actions by the state and its
treacherous accomplices, LQB supporters pushed for-
ward the struggle for the class independence of the work-
ers, demanding: Courts, cops out of the unions! The 25
July 1996 union assembly which voted the disaffiliation
of the guardas also upheld Geraldo as legitimate presi-
dent of the SFPMVR. Four months later, as a result of
the campaign of denunciation, mobilization and inter-
national solidarity, Fernandes’ sidekick Batista Passos
withdrew from the case, thereby canceling the judicial
pretext for the court “tutelage” (receivership) of the union
and its suspension/removal of thc SFPMVR’s elected
president, Ribeiro. The courts have been deliberating on
whether to drop the case.

As Ribeiro and Marcello Carega note in their letter
of 31 December 1996:

“When Artur withdrew from the legal case, the courts

asked if Geraldo wanted the courts to rule on the validity

of the July 25 union meeting, but this is against our prin-

ciples: we reject any interference of the bosses’ ‘justice’
system in the workers movement in general and the

SFPMVR in particular. The union belongs to the work-

ers, not the bosses!... The mobilization of the ranks will

impose the democratic decision that the workers have re-
peatedly expressed.”

The fight for the class independence of the prole-
tariat from the state apparatus and political representa-
tives of the capitalist class, the fight against the many-
sided social oppression inherent in capitalism, must to-
gether be part of a broader struggle to sweep away capi-
talist exploitation through workers revolution. For this,
the indispensable instrument is a revolutionary workers
party, one which acts as “tribune of the people” in the
fight against all oppression, a party built on the program
of Lenin and Trotsky. Such a proletarian vanguard party
must be steeled through hard class struggles like the battle
waged by the Brazilian comrades to carry out the prole-
tarian, internationalist and revolutionary principles of
Trotskyism, in the fight to reforge the Fourth Interna-
tional, world party of socialist revolution. B
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Letter From Geraldo Ribeiro
and Marcello Carega

The following letter was sent by Volta Redonda
Municipal Workers Union (SFPMVR) and union activ-
ist Marcello Carega on 31 December 1996 to “the trade
unions, organizations and individuals that have defended
us against repression, ” informing them of important par-
tial victories in the several defense cases and explain-
ing the significance of their struggle.

Volta Redonda Municipal Workers Union

(SFPMVR)
Volta Redonda, 31 December 1996
Dear brothers and sisters,

Thank you for your support to the campaign against
the repression of anti-racist trade unionists in Volta
Redonda. In the recent period, we have received impor-
tant solidarity statements from unions, including the
Salvadoran telephone workers, the miners and commer-
cial workers in South Africa, longshoremen (dockers)
from the U.S., Britain and other countries, and sections
of the SEIU [Service Employees International Union]
from the West Coast of the U.S.

Some partial victories have already occurred as a
result of our class-struggle fight and the campaign for
“Police Hands Off the Union.” On December 3, the plain-

ing to obstruct the organized will of the rank and file,
who decided that the guardas are not part of the union,
because they are not part of the working class. The courts
maintained their puppet Artur Fernandes, head of the
pro-police faction, in the union hall. But even under those
conditions, the mobilization of the ranks and the pres-
sure and international extension of the campaign made
the municipal guards begin to withdraw from the struc-
ture dominated by the puppet Artur Fernandes, and they
created their own association in November.

Our program has foreseen from the outset the exit
of the municipal guards from the union, since we de-
clare that “police are not part of the working class.” The
police are the armed fist of the bosses. The union be-
longs to the working class! We reiterate that the work-
ing class must fight against racist repression.

In response to the police intervention in the March
13 meeting, an international campaign repudiated this
repression. Then the commander of the guardas, Lt.
Freitas, sought to increase the repression by suing
Geraldo Ribeiro, president of the SFPMVR, and saying
that the guards were being pressured by Luta
Metalirgica, which is now the Liga Quarta-
Internacionalista do Brasil (LQB). Lt. Freitas told the

tiff withdrew from the case used as the
original pretext for the “justice”
system’s intervention in the union, and
at this time the court is deciding whether
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nicipal Workers Union).

As vengeance against this class-
struggle campaign, the bosses’ “justice”
system intervened in the union, as in the

years of the military dictatorship, seek-

Volta Redonda paper (17 May 1996) headlined, “Guards Say They Feel
Pressured by Members of Luta Metallrgica.” Article begins:
“Commander says the group wants to exclude municipal guards from
Union of Municipal Workers.” It reports that at upcoming conference
union would “discuss removal of the guardas from its membership.”
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Didrio do Vale newspaper (17 May 1996) that “the group
wants to exclude municipal guards from the municipal
workers union,” and also said that “I will recommend to
my personnel that they leave the union and create an
association.” The coverage continues by saying that “The
commander of the Municipal Guarda, retired army lieu-
tenant Paulo Roberto Freitas, will call the troops together
this morning to find out if his subordinates are being
subjected to pressure as a result of the statements by the
leader of Luta Metalurgica and vice president of the re-
gional CUT [union federation], Alexandre Cerezo. Luta
Metalurgica made its support to the election campaign
of Geraldo Ribeiro’s slate-which ended up winning the
election for the leadership of the Volta Redonda Mu-
nicipal Workers Union-conditional on carrying out a pro-
gram drawn up by the organization ‘Municiparios em
Luta’ [Municipal Workers in Struggle] which precludes
municipal guardas being part of the union.” The com-
mander urged guardas who felt offended to sue the union
and Luta Metaltirgica in the courts.

The struggle against the “justice” system’s interven-
tion in the union has begun to have results. This inter-
vention was “invited” by the legal case (No. 30545/96)
that Artur Fernandes, head of the pro-cop faction, initi-
ated against Geraldo Ribeiro. This was the continuation
of what Artur did when he called the police to intervene
in the March 13 union meeting. But due to the interna-
tional campaign and systematic mobilization and denun-
ciation, at the beginning of this month (December) Artur
requested the courts to withdraw him from the case
against Geraldo.

In the meantime, Artur’s slanders were disproven and
swept away by the July 25 union meeting, which repudi-
ated the suspension of Geraldo decreed by the courts. When
Artur withdrew from the legal case, the courts asked if
Geraldo wanted the courts to rule on the validity of the
July 25 union meeting, but this is against our principles:
we reject any interference of the bosses’ “justice” system
in the workers move-

vention in the SFPMVR. Obviously, this does not mean
that they will not intervene, since the bosses often break
their own laws in order to carry out their class objec-
tives. But because of the struggle, at this time the “jus-
tice” system is pulling back. Their puppet Artur
Fernandes is in a corner. But he withdrew from the case
as a political tactic, and obviously not because of ideo-
logical conviction; in the future, if he sees the need, he
could call the courts into the union again.

As we have declared repeatedly, what decides is the
organized will of the workers. This will was expressed
in the election of Geraldo in November 1995 with 62
percent of the votes. It was reaffirmed in the July 25
union meeting, which affirmed that Geraldo is the le-
gitimate president of the SFPMVR. The mobilization of
the ranks will impose the democratic decision that the
workers have repeatedly expressed.

Regarding the police/juridical case that the Popular
Front municipal government initiated against Marcello
Carega because of his participation in the 21 June 1996
general strike: the campaign of denunciation made the
Volita Redonda city government pull back and request
the “tabling” of this case, No. 002/96 in the Volta

‘Redonda criminal court.

But these partial victories do not mean the end of the
repression against us. We have already mentioned the threats
and legal case against Geraldo by Lt. Freitas (case No.
11.526/96 in the Volta Redonda criminal court). In addi-
tion, the city government is prosecuting Geraldo Ribeiro
on the charge of defaming the Municipal Government (case
No. 155.389/96), using a law from the military dictator-
ship (law No. 5250/67), which could bring 4 years in prison.
This case is city hall’s revenge against our campaign for
the reinstatement of Regina Célia, a black woman and
mother of two children who was fired because of the city
government’s racism. In our activities and our bulletins we
have fought, in accordance with our class-struggle program,
against the oppression of women, blacks, homosexuals, chil-
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pression, and all the
oppressed and ex-
ploited.

We are also in-
volved in a campaign,
together with the
Internationalist Group,
for solidarity with
Maria Beatriz, the

{hdv,

) -

rretande

legally and constitu-
tionally barred from
continuing their inter-

Volta Redonda city gazette (Didrio Oficial, 3 December 1996)
announces withdrawal of pro-cop mouthpiece from case against
Ribeiro, removing legal pretext for court takeover of union.

mother of Emane da
Silva Lucio, a 12-year-
old black child mur-
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dered by a municipal cop
while he was working to
help his mother. We have
already received some let-
ters of solidarity from par-
ents whose children were
murdered by the police in
New York, and we hope
that this campaign will
broaden throughout the
world. Because of the pub-
licity arising from this cam-
paign, which is a continua-
tion of the previous cam-
paign for “Police Hands
Off the Union,” there has
been a significant decrease
in racist killings of children
in Volta Redonda.

As noted in this let-
ter, solidarity has been
and continues to be of
immense importance for
all these struggles and
partial victories, ex-
pressing the need for the
unity of workers and
peasants in the fight
against imperialism and
the bourgeoisie.

We take this opportu-
nity to call for solidarity

RABALHO NAO
i%:A Wﬁ%ﬁ R

Vanguarda Operéria
Luta Metaldrgica sign at August 1995 rally in Volta
Redonda for Mumia Abu-Jamal quotes Karl Marx:
“Labor cannot emancipate itself in the white skin
where in the black it is branded.”

with our Salvadoran sister
Ana Maria Romero, of the
Textile Workers Union
(STIT), and brother
Wilmer Erroa Argueta, of
the Salvadoran Telephone,
Workers Association
(ASTTEL), who are being
threatened by the ultra-
rightist government of El
Salvador, which is linked
to the death squads. The
Salvadoran telephone
workers sent us their soli-
darity against repression
here in Volta Redonda.
We thank the brothers
and sisters and salute them
together with the workers
for the solidarity they ex-
pressed at a time when the
struggle required the unity
of the workers against the
bourgeois state and its
agents. We say: “THE
STRUGGLE OF ONE IS
THE STRUGGLE OF
ALL!” “WORKERS OF
THE WORLD, UNITE!”
Greetings,
Geraldo Ribeiro
Marcello Carega
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International solidarity has been crucial for the defense
of union militants under attack for their anti-racist struggle
in Volta Redonda, Brazil’s “steel city.” When shotgun-
wielding Military Police invaded an assembly of the Volta
Redonda Municipal Workers Union (SFPMVR) on 13
March 1996, defenders of labor rights from around the
world demanded “Police Hands Off Volta Redonda Union.”
After the government further escalated its repressive ven-
detta in June and July, statements of solidarity were re-
ceived from unions from South Africa to Europe, El Sal-
vador and the United States.

The courts and cops focused their attack on Geraldo
Ribeiro, who was elected president of the SFPMVR in No-
vember 1995, pursuing a repressive vendetta against the cam-
paign he led to remove police from the union. Another mu-
nicipal worker militant, Marcello Carega, was arrested during
a nationwide general strike on 21 June 1996 for leading work-
ers in blocking the municipal garage in Volta Redonda. As
detailed in this dossier, a series of initial victories have been
won against the attempts by the capitalist “justice” system to
silence the revolutionary militants and destroy the union.

Class-struggle militants demand that the bosses’ courts
and cops keep their hands off the Municipal Workers Union
and the labor movement as a whole! Together with them and
the Liga Quarta-Internacionalista do Brasil, in August 1996
the Internationalist Group launched an appeal for international
labor solidarity against the repression in Volta Redonda. We
reproduce here a number of the solidarity statements received
in defense of Geraldo Ribeiro and Marcelo Carega.

From South Africa, the National Union of Mineworkers
denounced the suspension of Ribeiro as “a violation of the
very stature of any elected official who refuses to be the bosses’
golden-boy.” The South African Commercial Catering and
Allied Workers Union issued a solidarity statement recalling
how “the South African workers have been through hell” in
the fight against apartheid racism. The SACCAWU statement
adds: “Through bitter experiences, struggles and international
solidarity, we have come to [the] realisation that no amount of
repression, brutality and even exploitation will deter the de-
termined working class from the struggle of-the overall politi-
cal and economic emancipation/liberation.”

The Salvadoran telephone workers union (ASTTEL),
which waged a 51-day strike in the tecth of junta repression in
1986, denounced the persecution of Geraldo and Marcello by
the “Justice System,” as well as the killings of street children
and attacks on striking workers.

The fight against police repression was underscored by
the U.S. West Coast longshoremen, whose resolution stated
that “an important labor and anti-racist struggle is being waged
in the Brazilian industrial center of Volta Redonda,” and that
“the municipal workers union (SFPMVR) in the state of Rio
de Janeiro is under attack by the state for having disaffiliated
police from their union.” The resolution noted that the consti-
tution of ILWU Local 10 states that no police officer is per-
mitted in the union “because of their strikebreaking role in the
1934 General Strike.”
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In addition to a statement by striking Liverpool dockers,
the International Dockers’ Committee, meeting in Paris, stated:
“We dockers know well the vicious role police play as guard-
ians of capitalist rule.” In Britain, supporters of the Liverpool
dockers publicized the defense of the Brazilian union mili-
tants on “LabourNet.” On January 20, dock workers in a num-
ber of countries around the world carried out strikes, work
stoppages and other actions to demonstrate their solidarity with
the Liverpool strikers. SFPMVR president Ribeiro has sent a
message of support for this fight, and is urging Brazilian port
unions to boycott ships coming from Liverpool, where em-
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Anti-Racist Unionists in Brazil

| S I §

)

November 6, 1996

Volta Redonda Municipal Workers Union

c/o LQB/LM

A\lleniga luucas Evangelista No,4l4, Sala 306
Barrio Sterrado, CEP 27-295~320

Volta Redonda, RJ, Brazil

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Ve support the demand that all charges be dropped
against Geraldo Ribairo, President of the Municipal
Workers Union, and Marcello Cnruga. suspended by the
local govermment from their positions as elected union
officers, They were active in union-authorized strike

2 October 1996 Internet No. GCOYNEGCIX,COMPULINK.CO,UX

Mr, Geraldo Ribiero,

Lita Metalurgica/SEPMVR,

Av. Lucas Evangelista No. 418, SALA 306,

Bairr Aterrado - CEP 27 295320,

Vokta Redonda, RS,

BRAZIL. .

Dear Brother Riblero,

Lwrite on behall of 500 sacked Liverpool dockworkers and (helr Tavatlies. In September
1995, they were sacked for refusing (o cross a Pplcket fine established by young dockeis
sacked by their employer,

Last month we bad a demonstration outside Liverpool docks. Riot police and dogs were
used to violate and disperse dockers and thelr supporters. Many of cur docker and
supporters occupled gantry cranes and the rool of the maln <company bullding.

We condema the actions agalost SFPMVR Trade Unionists and the (und:

activities.
S

MERSEYSIDE PORT SHOP STEWARDS.
J. NOLAN :CHAIRMAN J. DAVIES :SECRETARY
C/OT.C.W.0.
TRANSPORT HOUSE, ISLINGTON,
LIVERPOOL. L3 8 EQ

Telephone: 0151 207 3388
Fax: 0151 207 0636 September 17, 1996

Voha Redonds Municipal Workers Unlon
o/o LQB/LM

Av. Lucas Evangeliss No. 4318, sala 306
Bairro Aterrado-CEP 27.295.320

Voks Redonds, RJ, Brazi!

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

Our union snd its 30,000 membership sends solidarity in your fight to have a unlon that is
independent from the state. We have had our members sttacked by the police at peaceful protests
nd 30 we know that the police are not neutral in thess ismues,

We also joln in your struggle against raclsm, are union has experienced it first hand here in Los
Angeles. We are 1 union fargely composcd of itmgmigrent workers and muat wage s fight agalnst
similar prejudices here in the U.S.

bieachs of bumsen rights undertaken throughout the world,
Victory to our Slsters and Brotlers of Brazil,

U will personally Inform workers Ia this country of your struggle,

Interhational D ockers

15 November, 1998

M. Getaldo Riblero

Luta Metaiurgica/SFPMVR

Av. Lucas Evangelisia No. 418,
Sala 306

Baitro Aerrado-CEP 27 295-320
Volia Redonda, RJ, Brazil

Dear Comrade Riblero,

Tha International Dockers Conlerence hatd in Paris, France 26-27 October,
1996 has sont a lstter to Governor Afencar condemning state repression against your
union the Volta Redonda Municipal Workers Union and demanding your
reinstatemeny,

We dackers kriow wen the vicious role police play as guardians of capitatist
fule. We solidarize with your struggls.

Keep us informed of davelopments in Brazi.

International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen's Union

LOCOI 10 400 NORTH POINT, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94133 s 776.8100

rusoun. GEORGE ROMERO DALE KELLY
e, TONY WINSTEAD WA AR L

Molion in Detense of Brazilian Workers

Whereas, an important labor and anti-racist struggie is being waged in the
Brazillan industrial center of Volta Redonda, and

Whereas, the municipal workers union {SFPMVR) in the state of Ria de Janairo
Is under altack by the state for having disatfiliated police Irom their union, and

Wherees the poice in Brazil have @arned a notorious and unequalied
seputathon fur wantanly Kiting streot children angd attacking striking workers, ahd

w . Local 10's constitution (Anicle I Memb ip, Section 7) states “No
.. deputized city, county or state police officar shah b permitted to hold membvership
in this union™ becauss of their strikebreaking role in the 1934 Generat Strike, and

Whereas the stato, as with the Veragruz (Mexico) longshorermen, has sent in the
- Miitary Police to break up union meetings, has suspendod Geraldo Riblero from his
slatted posttion as union president and has charged union aclivist Marcelio Carega
with “disobedience” for loading workers during the nationwide general strike on June
21, 1996, and

Therofore Be it Resolved that Local 10 fax a letter of protest Immadiataly o the
governor demanding: “Drop the Charges Agalnst Geraldo Riblero and Marcello
Caregal® and “Police Hands Off the Unlont™, and that we send a copy to the Volta
Redonda municipat workers union,

ployers are using scab labor in their drive to break the unif)n.

In Los Angeles, Service Employees International Union
Local 399 noted that its “Justice for Janitors” protests have
been attacked by the cops and “we know the police are not
neutral in these issues.” It added, “We also join in your struggle
against racism,” something the union’s largely immigrant mem-

bership experiences first hand. As a statement by SEIU L.ocal
535 (Pasadena, California) stressed, “An injury to one is an
injury to all.” o
For further information, contact the Internationalist
Group at Box 3321, Church Street Station, New York, NY
10008, U.S.A. Tel. (212) 460-0983. Fax (212) 614-8711.
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Steel Company Claimed Leukopenia a “Black Disease”

Brazilian Metal Workers Struggle
Against Racism

Behind the mask of the “new, democratic Brazil” donned
by the nation’s rulers in 1985 after more than two decades of
military dictatorship, the reality is one of brutal exploitation
and many-sided racist oppression. Like the United States, Bra-
zilian capitalism was founded on slavery, which was not abol-
ished until 1888. Today, Brazil is notorious for having the most
extreme disparity in income and wealth between a fabulously
rich capitalist elite and a deeply impoverished, heavily black
urban and rural poor population. Well over half the population
of 160 million is black or mulatto, yet the bulk of the Brazilian
left has routinely ignored black oppression. The reason is trans-
parent: a serious fight to mobilize the power of the working
class in the fight against racism is incompatible with their popu-
lar-front politics of an “alliance” with sectors of the ruling class.

In sharp contrast, the Liga Quarta-Internacionalista do Brasil
(formerly Luta Metalirgica) has sought a class-struggle road to
black liberation as part of the fight for socialist revolution. Luta
Metalurgica (LM—Metal Workers Struggle) played a crucial role
in exposing the murderous effects of capitalist racism in the
steel industry, where the companies use black workers for the
most dangerous and dirty jobs. This is dramatically expressed in
the heavy use of black workers around the coke ovens, where
benzene gas produces a condition called leukopenia, which leads
to a drastic reduction in white blood cells. (Benzene exposure
can also lead to leukemia.) In July 1993, an LM bulletin de-
nounced the National Steel Company (CSN) on leukopenia:

“Deepening racist practices, the company uses black work-

ers in the areas where they will be exposed to benzene (a by-

product of coking coal). When these workers soon fall vic-
tim to benzene syndrome and leukopenia, CSN’s medical
and legal departments use pseudo-science to describe and
deal with this occupational disease, calling it a ‘black dis-
ease.” CSN has not hesitated to fire [leukopenia sufferers]
en masse. Bearing this stigma, soine of them, who are seri-
ously ill, are unable to find other work.”
The National Steel Company, whose sprawling plant dominates
Volta Redonda, has continued to try to block even the most
minimal attempts to document and measure the benzene its
workers are exposed to. In July 1996, the local and Rio de
Janeiro press featured stories on how the company obtained
injunctions from the courts to block a study on benzene and
leukopenia ordered by the Rio de Janeiro state government’s
own health and safety functionaries.

In August of 1993, a document presented by Luta
Metalurgica to a national CUT union conference on racism
linked the issue of leukopenia to other key aspects of racial
oppression. It called for a working-class fight against forced
sterilization of black and poor women, the murder of peasants

O Dia
Giant National Steel Company plant in Volta Redonda,
Brazil’s “steel city.”

by the armed forces and landlord thugs, the systematic killing
of black street children, and other brutal realities exposing the
lie that Brazil is a “racial democracy.” The document empha-
sized that in Brazil, racial oppression “serves above all to re-
produce a cheap and controlled work force for superexploita-
tion” and that racial oppression can be rooted out only by de-
stroying capitalism. It noted: “In this international task, blacks
will play akey role, learning from the experience of the failure
of nationalism and Stalinism (‘socialism in one country’). Only
international, multiracial socialism will emancipate humanity!”

LM activists were fired by the CSN for the active role
they played in plant safety committees fighting the company’s
dangerous and blatantly racist practices. These efforts to find
a working-class strategy for a revolutionary fight against black
oppression were an important element in drawing LM towards
the program of genuine Trotskyism, the Marxism of our times.
As the Liga Quarta-Internacionalista do Brasil/LM states in
the first issue of its newspaper, Vanguarda Operdria (July-
September 1996), “the struggle against the oppression of blacks
and women is a strategic question for the proletarian vanguard
in Brazil, as part of the permanent revolution.” B
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continued from page 2
they were won to Causa Operdria (C.O.—-Workers Cause), an
organization claiming to be Trotskyist opponents of the popular
front. Yet while C.O. called on paper for opposition to the popular
front, it simultaneously called for voting for Lula, the candidate
of the PT-led popular front.

The LM comrades grew increasingly dissatisfied with
Causa Operdria’s centrist politics, including its refusal to take
up the fight against the oppression of blacks and women, and
C.0.’s denial that the destruction of the USSR was a defeat for
the international working class. This came to a head in their
opposition to C.0.’s vote for the Frente Brasil Popular in the
1994 presidential elections. Fighting for proletarian opposition
to the popular front, they resigned from C.O. in July 1994 and
pursued intensive discussions with the International Commu-
nist League (ICL). These discussions led to the establishment,
in September 1994, of fraternal relations between Luta
Metalrgica and the ICL. The “Declaration of Fraternal Rela-
tions” was translated and published in at least six languages
and in the ICL’s international journal Spartacist. Joint work,
discussion and debate continued with the aim of achieving a
fusion between the two organizations.

At the end of 1995, Volta Redonda municipal union ac-
tivist Geraldo Ribeiro was elected union president on a class-
struggle program in a campaign prominently supported by
LM. The International Secretariat (I.S.) of the ICL correctly
urged that municipal guardas (police) be removed from the
union. Facing a barrage of repression from the popular-front
local government, the police, courts, capitalist politicians and
their agents in the labor movement, LM undertook this ardu-
ous fight. Military Police invaded union meetings, the elected
leadership was hit with one court case after another. As it
tenaciously pursued this struggle for the independence of the
working class, LM changed its name to the Liga Quarta-Inter-
nacionalista do Brasil (LQB) as an expression of its perspec-
tive for building a Trotskyist party.

A battle was joined for cops out of the union, bringing the
question of the capitalist state into sharp focus. Rather than
pushing this struggle forward as part of the fight to build a
Trotskyist party in the class struggle, a restructured ICL leader-
ship took fright at the dangers and obstacles. Shortly after stat-
ing that the LQB’s work in this union posed “unacceptable risks
to the vanguard,” the self-described “new 1.S.” broke relations
with the LQB, one day before the 19 June 1996 union meeting
that was to disaffiliate the guardas. In sharp contradiction to
the program and traditions defended by the Spartacist tendency
over three decades, the ICL leadership fled from this key class
battle, which it had initially encouraged.

The ICL’s breaking of fraternal relations with the LQB
was linked to an escalating purge of leading cadres of the
ICL who were seen as an obstacle to the new leadership
configuration’s course. Expelled ten days before the ICL
broke relations with the LQB in June 1996, these cadres later
formed the Internationalist Group in August. The ICL lead-
ership, to cover its flight at the height of the battle in Brazil,

cynically claimed to be fighting “trade-union opportunism,”
spewing out one slander after another which culminated in
the smear that the LQB had had a “deal” with the cops. An
ICL leader wrote derisively of the “so-called ‘decisive’ move
to disaffiliate the police at the 19 June union meeting,”
claiming that this issue “was only raised after the fact as a
red herring.” On the contrary, as documented in this bulletin,
the fight over removing the cops was coming to a head at the
June 19 union meeting, which was banned by court order and
dissolved by the police. The LQB was engaged in a broad-
ranging fight for class-struggle politics, and precisely because
of this has been the object of relentless hatred and persecution
by the capitalists and their apparatus of repression.

For more information on these issues, we refer read-
ers to our bulletin From a Drift Toward Abstentionism to
Desertion from the Class Struggle (July 1996), as well as
the first issue of The Internationalist (January-February
1997). In this dossier we provide a graphic account of
the development of the class battle and repression in Volta
Redonda, showing how the fight for “cops out” meant
posing a broad range of burning political and social ques-
tions. The link between the capitalists’ brutal austerity
and privatization drive to the destruction of the Soviet
Union; the relation between anti-labor repression and the
oppression of blacks and women; the fight against the
popular front; the centrality of the struggle to build a revo-
lutionary workers party—all these issues are posed by this
fight. This powerfully illustrates what Leon Trotsky wrote
in “Trade Unions in the Epoch of Imperialist Decay”
(1940): “the independence of the trade unions in the class
sense...can, in the present conditions, be assured only by
a completely revolutionary leadership, that is, the lead-
ership of the Fourth International.” &

LQ@B spokesman Cerezo addresses Volta Redonda
demonstration in August 1995 to save the life of U.S.
death row political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal.
Municipal Workers Union (SFPMVR) co-sponsored
the rally.
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Ernane da Silva Lucio
Victim of Racist Cop Terror

The fight against racist police terror is an international
struggle, for wherever capital rules it uses its armed enforcers
to suppress the workers and oppressed. This truth was driven
home in Brazil during the struggle to remove municipal cops
from the Volta Redonda Municipal Workers Union
(SFPMVR), a fight led by our fraternal comrades of the Liga
Quarta-Internacionalista do Brasil (LQB) and their supporters
in the union. A 4 July 1996 leaflet by SFPMVR president
Geraldo Ribeiro stressed the racist murder committed in Oc-
tober 1995 in the Volta Redonda neighborhood of Vila Ameri-
cana, “where a municipal guarda (policeman) murdered a 12-
year-old black child who was working to help his parents.” As
a result of the union’s fight, the case of Emane da Silva Liicio
has focused attention in the region on police killing of children,
as reflected in coverage by the Rio de Janeiro daily O Dia (see
below). Ermane’s mother Maria Beatriz issued a statement, re-
printed in a subsequent leaflet by Ribeiro, declaring her support
to the union’s campaign, since the police “are not workers...but
instead a group of murderers, as was shown clearly by the case
of my son.”

In New York City, the Internationalist Group brought the

¥ .
oMMnléaMzupm assassi eu filho, ;?S.se)

‘Um canalha matou meu filho querido’

scrvente Maria Beatrizda  costumava ajudar Narciso  dioso e que estava empolgndo

A
Silva Lacio, de 47 anos, todos

Cruz, dono do bar, a atender  em poder jogar pelo Flamen-
3¢ levanta 4s & .

. Pereira; gi Vila

Case of Ernane da Silva Lacio symbolizes racist killings
by Brazilian police. The Rio de Janeiro daily O Dia (7
July 1996) shows Ernane’s mother holding his photo.

case of Emane to the
attention of the fami-
lies of victims of rac-
ist cop terror in the
Bronx-based Parents
Against Police Bru-
tality. Lillian Flores
and David Mufiiz, the
parents of 15-year-
old Frankie Arzuaga,
who was slain by a

cop in January 1996, ‘
sent a statement of
solidarity to Ernane’s
mother, as did Milta
Calder6n, mother of Anibal Carrasquillo, Jr., gunned down by a
Brooklyn cop in January 1995. Calderén said that “when we
march through these streets of Brooklyn and Manhattan and the
Bronx we will mention the case of your son,” stressing the need
to continue the struggle against police killings of minority youth.
LQB militants read these statements at strike assemblies during
a recent Volta Redonda teachers strike, as well as on a popular
local radio show and at a showing of Pixote, an internationally
acclaimed film on the life of street children in Brazil.
SFPMVR president Ribeiro and other LQB supporters
have stressed that the fight against cop terror directed at labor
and the poor is intimately linked to the fight for the working
class to forge a revolutionary workers party to lead proletarian
revolutionand build a socialist society of equality, eliminating
forever the police terror and racial oppression that are part
and parcel of the capitalist system. B
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