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BCIAL-LETTER FROM  FRAMCEN

‘3

Note--AS We go to press, the comrades in France send us the follow-
- ing information regarding the  demoralization in the French’
.mzzemegt igl}owinfvg?e Spagiéh defeat and the forward steps =
taken b e’ revoliitionary Marxistss - - S . : -
o y e yeTeTEe arxisiSe . ‘peris, July 22, 1939
‘Dear Comrade_uehler: e _ g

o _ . T. have received your letters....

“‘The P.O.I. -~ First a report on the ‘Frenech political, situation. .  .°
The POI is no longer a member of the "Fourth Internafﬁonal". The

POT was expelled by the I.S. and ‘the Trotskyite organization be~

_eause the POI refused to enter the PSOP, The first number of -the

_mytte Ouviere" put out by the independent POI has appeared, I am
gending you this number., .. IneJanuary-1939—the majority. of the POIL -

Congress. decided not to enter the PSOP, But the minority, the Rous .

faction,'entered despite the decision of the Congress, This mino-
rity, directed by the Tratskyite I,S;z~entered and demoralized the
independent comrades-by a number of violations of discipline and
democratic centralism,- Two delegates of the SWP arrived in Furope
to force the FOI comrades to follow the Rous faction's example,
There were several new entries since..spring. = The Revolutisnary
Socialist Youth (JSR) no longer exists, They have enteresd tha’ |
JSOP where there are only young Trotskyites (the Rous, Neville, end.
Molinier factions) and a right wing group of the PSOP. vhich is. 1ot .-
'to0 be won over, .The JSR is liquidated but they have not gained a '

single comrade from the JSO0P and they will not gain any, -

Recéntly.ﬁhe Navil1e faction which vacillated’betweéh*fhg;iﬁég;f‘L

pendent POI and the entry faction, also entered the PSCP and capitus -

decision of the Congress, The independent POT i8 & minority of the
old POI; Little by little, the majority has eatered, The social
compo&ition of the expelled comrades 1s the best: they are ccmrades’
in direet copmection with the workers:in the shops and trade unions
. fheé comrades don't want to compromi se themselves by entering the -
PSOP, - But most of these comrades see no other differences. with the:
T.5. thah the question of entry,. They agree on the other politiCal
. questionfeese ., C RS AR

The SP, the CP, and the CGT are losing members, The PSOP is -
papidly losing members and sympathizers --- due 1o indifference.. -
The Trotskyite groups are split apart ‘and disorientated;, the diguig-
ationist tendéncy.is growingjeverywhere “there {g indifference, dis- .
~ gust, fatigie, slumber and pessimisms... The comrades of the nmew  *

" POT are disgusted or else full of illusions on rehabilitation by
~_the I.S. or by LeDeveese T , S

I tpimk-the eummsry for mumber 1 of the Bulletin is gxcollérts
‘Your proposals on publication in four languages are splendid.

. This would be a great step forward for the Marxist regroupment,.@Q

!




The Fourteen Point Program of the Provisional fﬁfé:i'ii&‘tiﬁi@&‘l o
Contact Coimimission for the 'New*c'o‘mmunist (4th) International.

™~

r——

) '.Th'o sighatories 1ubnﬁt the following poli- -

© tical statenient which as briofly as possible pre-
sents a Marxitn position on the busic quéstions

“of the day, separdting ‘the forces for the New

.Communist (4th) International from the refor

mists, contrists, and ultra-lefts. This documant
" is the statement of the groups forming the Pro-
visional Contact Commission for thé New Com-
- munist (4th) International. The statement shall
be the political axis for the International Bulle-
tin which the Contact Commission issue,
1 — IMPERIALISM AND THE TASKS
- PROLETARIAT

The decay stage of capitalism is one of
wars and revolutions, the violent eruptions ot
the dying capitalist system revealing thé in-

abibty of the exploiters to solve their contradic-

tions on the one hand, and on the othér hand
. the indbility of the proletariat to fully utilizé its
~ powers — because of a lack of leadership — to

- establish the World Dictatorship of the Proleta-.

riat. The basic antagonism of society is be-
‘tween world capitalism and the proletarian re-
- volution (the extension of the October Révolu-
tion). The struggles among the impérialists are
-secondary to this bdsic antagonism.

2 — THE REVOLUTIONARY MARXIAN
ORGANIZATION

The Marxian organization, if it is to” unify

the proletariat in a struggle against capitalism, -

must remain politically and organizationally
‘independent of-all ofher organizations, includ-
-ing the reformist and centrist parties, such as

OF THE

0
V

ultlinats démands for the 'i:-vénhmw of capita-

lism.© The immediate needs can be solved fi- —

mally and coriclusively drly by the revolatid- |

nary over-throw of capitalism. ° B
4 — REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISM ,
The Marxian Party fights for the class war

_tgainst capitalism, and against all imperialist

wars, no iﬁattér ‘which' nation appears to b2 the .
"aggressor”. or the “defénder;” na matter ‘whe-
ther allied or not allied with the Soviet Union;
no matter whthier a bourgeois "democracy” or
a fascist state. In an imperialist war.Marxists

_on both sidés rust work through revolutionary —"""""

class action for the military défeat of thetr ‘own’
army and bourgeoisié during th'e war time, -
%vén fif this nieans thée temiperary “victory”. of
thé “enemy” bourgéoisie. Only on the basia
of thé disruption of the bourgeois state and ap-
paratus by the siratégy of revolutionary defeat-
ism can the proletariat, under the guidance ot

fts vanguard, turn thé imperialist war of the - -

“capitalist brigands into a civil war of the pro-.

létariat to smash thé whole capitalist syst>m. -

§ — THE USSR AND THE EXTENSION G HE

OCTOBER REVOLUTION =
The Dictatorship of the Proletariat still re.

‘mains in the Soviet Union althonigh in warped
. form, with a rising bourgeois stratum within the *

burocracy, with enormous inrcads of private '
property, and the liquidation of almost all’ of

-the proletarian ‘state forms, Soviets, Workeis

the Labor Party, Social* Dém_ocrcicy, “Stalinism -

and the’ various centrist organizdtions. ‘The
Revolutionary Marxian Party must be interna-
“tlonal in program- and organization, providing
democratic discussion and rights in arriving at
-all policies, but unified in carrying them out;
‘with the decisions' of the higher bodies, up to

and’ including the International Buro, remain--

" ing in force until

. overruled by still higher
bodies. o

’

'3 — PARTICIPATION IN THE CLASS
. STRUGGLE ' '

. The Marxian Party fights for the day-to day
~demands of the working class, but at no time
~ separates them from the object and' alm of the

-

—le

Militias, etc.” The Stalinist burécracy is not @
separate class. ~ Stalinism todery is d social re-
formist force resting on the material base of the
October Revolution-and its. ‘property relations,

objectively aiding the restoration of capitalist

rule.in the SU. and counter-revolition on a -

world-scale.. The theoretical. base of Stalinismi
is the nationalist concept’of Socialism in one’.
country. Marxists will support the Sovist Union
No ‘matter in what kind of a war the USSR is in.
volved. But such support and defense of the
USSR can’ b accomplishied only on the rave-
lutionary line of the extension of the Oetober
Révolution énd the ré-sstablishment within the
Soviéf Union of full workers democracy and
the" soviéts, a political revolution against’ the -
Stalinist burdcracy.  The Soviet Union can be -
défendéd onl by.a struggle against world im.
peridfjizsgn orid- it -Stalinist and other dgents. -




.With‘in ‘the Soviet Union.: Revolutionists glve

“their political and material aid within the So- -

‘viet Union only to the Matxian 4th-Internatio-
- ‘nalists and to those mass organs, Soviet, Wor-
kers Militias, trade unions, efc., in which the

‘masses are able to carry out 1ndependent work-

~ ing class action. :
.8 — THE STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITALISM

7 The struggle against capitaliSm can’ be
waged only on the basis of independent work-
ing class action in epposition” to. all forms ot
class collaboration, parliamentary cretinism
and’ reliance on bourgeois democracy. The

struggle for democratic demands is part of tHig™

" revolutionary struggle against bourgeois. deriro-
cracy itself, ‘as well as all other forms of bour-
. geois rule (military dictatorship, constitutional
monarchy, fascist state, etc) Fascism con be
defeated only.by the defeat of capitalism.
- Marxists participate in parlioment only as an
cmxrahcrry to independent class action, as d
forum to expose bourgeois democracy, Support
of. bourgeois democracy-in. any of its varieties
including the Peoples Front, so<alled Labor
governments . (MacDonald, Bauer),: so-called
Workers -and Peasarits governments (Bulgaria,
_Chino 1925-1927, Thuringia 1923) helps pave
the way for fascism. Under certain conditions’

where the breakdown of the | ecoriomy creates

an armed strugdle on the part of certain
“sections of the bourgesisie to crush the rising

‘proletarian threat, certain other sections of the ’

bourgeoisie for their own economic and
political interests, may be forced into an armed

. opposmon to the decisive section of the - -bour-
geoisie. The workmg class may use. parallel
action, with such ‘democratic” sections of the
bourgeoisie as did the Bolshewks in 1917 in the
struq_qle against Kornilov. “March separately’
and-strike together,” unlike' Popular Frontism,
involves pohticol and organizational inde-
pendence from the bourgecis democratic
forces, independent organizations of the prole-
tariat (the - Party, Soviets, Workers Milttias,
etc.), no support material or political to bour-
- geois democracy, unrelenting exposure of the

bourgeois forces in preparation: for anned
.. struggle oqomst them as well. -

- 7 — THECHARACTER OFTHESTATE

The state is the product of 1rreconc1lable

_class antagonisms. It is the instrument by
. which the ruling class suppresses other classes.’

Under ‘capitalism it is the instrument-of the capt-
. talisis for the exploitation and subjection of the

o proletanat and oppressed. 'ﬂus is¢ ‘trué ot the
-“colonial - cmq senﬂ-colorual countrtes cts :well

- a successful revolution is impossible.

:There can be no- "anti-imperialist,’” ‘‘non-cap!-
talist,”” “workers and peasants”. state other.than
the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. There is no
state in between the Dictatorship of the Bour-
geoisie and the D1ctotorsh1p of the Proletariat.
No matter what the composition of coalition go-

vernments under capitalism (POUM, Anarchist, -
Socialists, left Republicans in Spain, in 1937;

Social Democrats and Independent Socialists

in Germany in 1918-1919, etc)), they eam only
Marxists .

serve the interests of the capitalists.

‘reject all co-operation with or parhc1pat1on in
bourgeois ministries.

§ — STATE POWER - e

« .

The basic question in any revolution is that
of state power. Marxists fight for the proleta-
rian revolution which will establish the workers
rule, and change decisively the mode of pro

duction, replacing the profit system with pro--
-duction for use. But this can only be accom- -

plished throuoh the destruction of the bourgeois
state and the establishment of the Workers

. State during the transition period, the Dictator-

"ship of the Proletariat against the bourqeo1s1e
ond its remnants.

9 — THE BOAD TO POWER

To oyerthrow capitalism ‘it is necessary for. .

the working class to defend itself against the
forces of counter-revolution by the use of revo-
lutionary force,. by armed insurrection. With-
out a Party, a vanguard on a Marxist program,

Every
proletarian -revolution has a certain period

where side by side with the government of the
. bourgeoisie there develops the dual power of

the proletariat — the Soviets.of Workers and
Soldiers Deputies (Workers . Councils). The
backbone of dual power.and later of the Wor-
kers State are the Soviets of democrotrcally e-

. lected delegates from the factories, mines, mills,
battalions, farms,>ete, and the Workers Milt-

tias. In colonial countries cmd"econom1colly

backward countries, the first phase of the social -

revolution- will be bourgeois democratic (agra-
ricn), ‘but this phase will continue into the pro-

letarian phase. . The problems of the bourgeois
revolution in the present epoch can be solved -
only by the proletcmcm dictatorship. There can .

be no struggle against 1mper1ohsm without at.
the samé time actual aid to
peoples for their 11beratlon from: the yoke of im-
perialism. ‘Marxists: fight for the right of ‘selt-

deten:nmatlon for the oppressed ‘minorities and - i
nahonol milnorities ‘as 'an crux111crry slogan. . -
“They work to win the’ proletanat of the colonic:l L

countnes as work

the - colonial -

‘revolution. The oppressed agrarian masses,

the colonial masses and sections of ‘the urban
middle class must be won over to the proleta-

riat as allies in the proletarion revolution. After

power is seized in one country, socialism can -
be built only by utilizing- the isolated *Soviet
State as a center for world revolution. Only _
by pursuing the progrom of the extension of
the revolution’ to one or more countries as the
"long lever’ and the 1ndustr1ol1zatlon .of the
Soviet State as the "short lever,” can the single

.- Soviet State continue its growth and develop—

ment toward Socialism.
10 — THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETA-
" RIAT AND ‘WORKERS DEMOCRACY

The ruling organ ‘of the Workers State is

not the Party but the Soviets of ‘delegates -from .-

the factories, farms, etc. The Marxian Party is
the giuding force of the Soviets. The Soviets

are the instruments through wihch the class ex-

ercises its Dictatorship. Workers Democrocy
under the Dictatorship of the Proletanat is exer-

- cisez through the organs of the state, the' trade

unions, and democratic centralism within the
Marxian' Party, including the right. of all. fac-
tions within the Party at all times, within the
framework. o f democratic centralism. - Those

: parties which after the establishment of the

Workers State do not accept basic principles-
must be suppressed. However, certain parties,

_groups or factions which in the first period of
the Workers State accept its foundation princi- -

ples will continue to exist with full freedom ot
expression within the bounds of the new society

- until they are by a natural process merged with

the Marxist Party, or until their policies drive
them into fundamental opposition with the new

society, at which pomt they must be sup-
pressed. -

- 11 — THE CONTRADICTIONS OF

CAPITALISM

The fundamental controd1ctron of caprtol-
ism is the contradiction between socialized pro-
duction and capitalist individual appropfiation.
Having been deprived of the ownérship of the '
means of production, the proletariat -owning
nothmq but its labor power, is forced to sell thet
labor power. at its exchcmge value. ‘This value
is less than the value of the commodities pro-

duced by the labor of the proletariat.” ‘The dif-
ference between _the value of labor and the .
.value of the commodihes produced by use of -

“that labor poweris surplus’ value... This s'ﬁf—
“ plus’ vc:lue is; the basis ‘of cdl cccpitohst occumu-

" structure' and program.

lation.
12 — THE. NEW COMMUNIST (Mh)
INTEBNATIONAI.

" The establishment -of the New Communist
(4th) International is the basic need of the pro-
“fetdriat today. The 2nd and 3rd Internationals
are pornes of social patriotism, of- betrayal. The
road to.the New Communist International can- .
not be achieved on the basis of organic unity.
of these two internationals. Organic unity on
an intérnational scale is excluded because the
ond International is a social reformist force rest-
ing on the bourgeois national states, while the
3rd International is a, social reformist force rest- .
‘ingona warped Workers State. Organic. unity -
of parties of these two internationals would
only further enmesh the proletorlat in the clu-
tches of the bourgeoisie. The Fourth Commu-’
nist International” must be built on the line ot
independent action in the class struggle, on an.

anti-capitalist, pro-commumst orientation. The
4th International cannot be built on the line ot
un1f1cotron with the left centrist groups on a
“minimum’’ program. Revolutionary unity of
"the Marxists in the New Communist (4th) Inter--
national can be achieved only by the’ pohtrcol
and organizational - separation  from the re-
formist and centrist organizations—the 2nd and
3rd Iniernotlonols, Trotskyites, Brcmdlentes, o
London Buro, etc., and. by carrying out the
Marxian line in the class struggle against
world imperialism and its .agents in the work-
ars ranks. The "Fourth International’’ establish-

ed in an adventuristic way by the Trotskyites.

is ‘a new centrist international built on a’

. centrist program slightly to the left of the IAG.

The Fourth MARXIST ' International, the New
Communist (4th) International, is still to be
built. * Centrist organizations - connot be reform-

ed. . Their membership can be “won over to -

Morxlsm only by a rejection of the centrist or-
‘ganization’s whole past course, . a purging of

. its leadership, a re-education of its member-

ship, and a Tradical” reconstructron of its

line of the Marxists for bu11d1nq the revolution-r
crry Marxion Party.

13 — COMMUNISM

. The" goal: of the Morx1sts is the establis ,
ment of a wo;‘ld Communist Society with:. “the'
- principle. of "from edch according to his ability,
1o eoch occordinq to ‘his need's "o

‘- Unification is some- . .
timés permissdble with'a centrist force moving
"to the left, but only‘on the basis of a Marxiam .
progrcxm and as _an oux1l1ory to- the ‘general .



14 —_ MARXISM )
The New Revolutionary World Party must
‘be built on, the principles of Marxism. Révo-
" lutionary Marxism represents the interests: ot
the international proletariat as a whole, orda-
nizing independent class action of the working
class, unifying its struggles on.a national and

an. international scale, thereby placing the pro- -

‘letariat at the head of all the oppressed masses
o .

agairst imperialism. Its aim is the forceful

overthrow of the capltallst system and the

bulldlnq of.a soc1allst society.

o Orqamzahonal Pro p osa 1 S for-
‘Steps Toward th e ‘New Commu-
nist (4th) International . .

1 - The’ Prov1slonal Contact Commission
shall be d provisional commission for the New
Communlst (4th) Internatlonal

2 - Shall take full responslblllty for the.is--

suing of the International Bulletin, and shall
_develop and extend contact with other revolu-
tionary . forces. ' The Bulletin shall be in two
sections: that is, the section of the forces respon-

“gible for the issuance of the Bulletin, and the
sectlon for an - 1nternatlonal forum where all =’

-

t

. / ¢

aroups working for the New Communist (4th) ’

International can present their positions.

3 - The International Center shall be in
Chicago, Illinois, U. S. A,

4 -.Fach "participating organization which
is recognized in its country shall have one vote.
The vote may be expressed through represen-

tatives or. by :cortespondence if the organization

1s unable fo send representatlves

5 However, to avoid the serious delaYS .

and hampering of functioning which correspon~
dence will entail, the International Cente‘r shall™
be authorized to proceed in its own name with

the work of the Commission, subject to the deci- -
. slons and changes which the Commission may
H,make _As soon as possible the orgamizations
."of the Contact Comm1ss1on shall drawin other~

forces and establish in International Buro

6 - All organizations participating in the -

Commission - shall undertake to ‘help hnance
and. spread the Bulletln

Central Commlttee, Red Front Germany

_ Leninist League, Sco/land

Revolutlonary Workers League, U.s. A

~

T

- not facing spllts
. mogeneity” they confront a turn-over in mem-
" bership and a political swing to the right ex- -

THE MOVEMENT AFTER "rH'I; SPAINISH DEFEAT

Anslnq out of the disintegrations, regroup-
ments and recrystallizations following in the
wake of the defeat in Spain, the establishment
of the Provisional. International Contact Com-

mission on a Marxian basis is an extraordinary -

" object lessonyto the doubters and waverers of
‘the deep sources of reserve strength of the in-
ternational proletariat.

. But the defeat in Spain has been a heavy
blow The profound changes taking place:in

class relatlons, with the Franco executions run-

ning into the’ hundreds dally, with ‘over*a hall

%’ million Spanish refugees in . France and other
~ countries, only indicate the extent of this de-’

bacle, The effects of this are already making

themselves felt upon the labor movemient of -

" the world, both neqatlvely and posltively
' The defeat not only affects those who were

. wronq and those who betrayed; its material

" conditions weigh heavily upon those who pre-

. sented a correct road to power, but who now

have additional obstacles to overcome.

"One must. understand that the crisis in the

" labor movement which the Spanish defeat has

accelerated is n o+t a crisis”of Marxism. The

fundamiental positions of Marxism as a theore-
" . tical structure and as it has been developed

and pounded out in the heat of the class strug-

"gle have stood the test..

 GENERAL TREND TO THE RIGHT

The Stalinist and Socialist - leaderships,
émd their “left” supporters of the Peoples Front,

.the Anarchist' and POUM leadershlps, all in -

their own way helped pave the way for Fasc-

ism to triumph, and in one degree or the other :

played a counter-revolutionary role.
o

Out of this defeat only the Stallnlsts are
Due to their burocratic “ho-

pressed in the most brazen social patrlotlsm yet
.witnessed. The Socialist Parties in many coun-
tries ‘are passing through splits and struggles
that take on the form of polemics over the war
-question — because ‘the Spomish defeat has
strengthened ' the imperialist war-makers. In
France the pacifist wing of the SFIO has taken
" over control from -the outright social-patriotic

o Blum winq oi the party 'I'he CN'I' FAI are pro-

" linism.”

tionary-Marxian Center.”

ceeding throuqh dn intermational. crisis with
several splits. The main forces in their Spanlsh
Executive Committee whitewash, their own role
and blame everything on the Stalinists™ On the .

other hand, the Friends of Durrutti state that the '

real cause of the defeat was the Anarchist lea-
dership and its policies. : '

Naturally, the Soc1allst, Anarchist’ and »
POUM forcesy toqether with other centrlhts and ., '
reformists; try to shlft the whole blame on Sta-

despicable role of AlL the capitalist agents.in .
the workers ranks; but this in no way. ‘wipes -
out the crimes of these other forces:

The POUM, too, is passing through an in- -
ternal .crisis. -+ At the time the party was de-
clared illegal and driven underground (two
days before its national Congress set for June
17, 1937), a split was in procéss. Now the pent-
up underground forces are striving for new our-
lets.  The political position of ther POUM left
wing was presented in three Internal Bulletins
just -prior to this Congress, and was later re-

~publlshed by the RWL in Enqllsh in the

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL (Vol. 2, No. 13 Oct

" 1937)-

THE LONDON (PARIS) BURO

Forced out of London because of’ ‘strained f_:-"
relations with the 1LL.P, the lL.ondon Buro has -

now become. the "New International Revolu-

The Brandler-Love. .
stone group, the right wing POUMists, the Neue

Weg (SAP split-off); and part of the ILP, with - -
. a number of other names without forces, are
~ doing their best to draw in Pivert and the Hol-

land RSAP. They have learned nothing anrid
forgotten nothing in the Spanish struggle. - The

regroupment is on such a low level that POLI::~
TICAL POSITIONS were hot even discussed - ..~

the main business revolved ‘within: the wrgant- .
zational realm. The only political material

they could agree on was the old outworn and. -
well-sounding phrases about war and, revolu-v" .

tion. Thus, the program of the new Center con-" ‘

" sists of seven beautlful amblgultles that will de-A
- light the heart of every -centrist.

Such ques-,
tions as revolutlonary defeatism, permanent re-
volution, material aid -to Peoples Frontlsm, so-
c1allsm 1n one’ country, the road to pOWeI‘, et ;

1t is true-that-Stalinism played the most _-_ .



“etc., are ‘conveni@ntly glossed over.

What is true of the London (Paris) Bureau _
applies with even more ‘force to its front - the
"Congress of International Workers Front .a-
"gainst War.”™ As the German Red Front com-

_rades say:-"... They are nothing but a hew at-
tempt to neutralize the working class in the
 struggle - in this respect they are striving to -
gain an equal footing with the 2nd and 3rd: In-
ternationals... The IWFAW is a purely pacifist
~organization which ‘gives itself semi-revolutio-
" nary“coloration- by a few radical sentences...
.They want to'le ad the Proletariat into the
swamp of social patriotism, " reformism,’ paci-
.- fism,. instead. of traveling-on - the - courageous.
- toad toward the social revolution, which we

hope will lead us... toward the new Communist .

International...”

* -The IVKO, the Brandler-Lovestone centrist
group, which not so long ago had six parties.
united with ‘them, is today left with the Amern-
can Lovestoné group and the small emigre
German group. -Seeing which way the wind
. was blowing, they led in the international rear- .
" guard retreat of centrism, thereby. creating the
illusion of “leading” in the new regroupment.

Jtis rumored - that a sharp clash has
" developed betweén Lovestone and Brandler as

a result of Brandler's desire to continue as a
_caucus within the new Center, in opposition to
Lovestone who wants to submit to the Buro's.
decision that no fraction work be conducted
among the member-groups — a decision which
" these two principled “Bolsheviks’ agread to at
the time, = - : S

THE TROTSKY INTEBNATIONAL

"~ The Trostky movement, which, liquidated
“its sections on the eve of the July 1936 uprising,
“played no active role in Spain, with the excep-

tion of a few dozen heroic rank and file com-
rades from Europe who went to fight Fascism,
" and who, confronted with realities, were forced

~- into-Consistent opposition 6. Trotsky and his

Buro, although they too committed. the usual
Trotsky centrist blunders in action.

s The Trotskyite theorstical iptervention'.‘qL
though to the "left” of the POUM in words (be-
" cause they were away from the field of action
- and could talk after the event), will go down in
~the annals of the movement as one of the

" blackest spots of bétrayal: of liquidations of

.- their organizations, thus’ preventirig the build- -
' ing. of a new party; of support of the North

Americem-Committee to Aid Spanish' Democra-
cy (before they .were expelled from the SP), of
.material*aid to the capitalist Peoples Front
state, of support of . “even rotten bourgeoi de-
‘mocracy,” and a whole series of other crithes
with which we have dealt on other occasions,

. Since the Spanish defeat, they have ac- -
celerated this cycle of degeneration with a new -

_ "French turn,” attempting’ to burocratically li-~

quidate their French section ‘into the Pivert cen~
.trist "group.  Their- American’ ‘section .has ai-.
ready laid the basis politically for liquidation
into the Labor Party; the Mexican section sup- .

ports Cardenas, agent of American imperial- "
dsm.. - -

blished at a six hour'conference with 12 sec-
tions not invited, is already in the process of
- disintegration, ’ o
THE INTERNATIONAL« CONTACT
COMMISSION

- As against these forces of reformism and’
centrism, the Contact Commission for the new
Communist (4) Inlernational is' a breath of fresh
air to the international proletariat. Small in
numbers, but raising ‘high the banner of Marx-
‘ism, the Contact Commission can become the
“rallying center for the independent groups in
~Europe that are working for the: creation of a
new revolutionary international, The break-up .
of the cenirist internationals,  the splits in- the
socialist and anarchist movements, make a
fertile field for a new regroupment. ~Buit this
must be accomplished against the pressure ot
thé centrist and right wing forces that are driv-

ing for « new centrist set-up.

The Markists on an international scale
must accomplish these first steps BEFORE THE
IMPERIALIST W AR BREAKS OUT. Only a

small beginning has been made. But such.an -

international force clearly grounded on Marx-

-.ism and presepting the line of REVOLUTIONA-

RY DEFEATISM WILL BE THE DECISIVE VAN-

.~ GUARD INSTRUMENT OF THE CLASS FOR ‘

THE OVERTHROW 'OF CAPITALISM AND
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DICTATOR-

SHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT. In the name of ;
the revolutionary ‘proletariat the new Interna-

tional Contact Commission needs’ the unity ot

-+ all revoluticnary Matxian forcesyin this task.

“HAVE THE WILL TO BUILD A PARTY AND'
THE OPPRESSED OF THE EARTH
B TO YOUI” .

—

-t

— 6’.-—‘

Their paper centrist inierndtiondl-, esta- -
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SMo

ctions of decay capitalism are
y ‘bushing the imperialist powers

 REVOLUTIONARY DEFEAT)

At the time when the contradictio

R .
tact, Commission for the New Communist (Fourth)
the one heartsning step toward the revolutionary
. : 2eeriat Lo overthrow the capitalist
osystem.' And_pr§c1sely_beqausg “he Jdrive. toward war is intensified
Uby the imperiglists while their agents within the ranks of the

hgorking class beat the war drums ever ,louder, 1t is definitely -
he Q
3

International is

necessary f@r:xhe,Cdntact~00m@ission clearly to reaffirm the
l/Mar:mc:La:rl position on the qugstlon of s nuggle“against:imperialist

,.The_historical'iask of the_revalufipnéry Mafxiahufb§CéS»---

ve leadership to the proletariat in the struggle. to overthrow

c vstem and establish the proletarian dictatorship -
S8 be . every juncture of the struggile,

In the period of‘meeria}lst war the revolutionary struggle ffg the

'overthrow of the bourgeoisie must so be concretized by work on both

through revolutionary class action for the midi: Ty
‘ gh revolutior . military defeat of
ur own' ‘bourgeoisie,. its government and armed forces, B

e}
12
i

“»

This policy of revolutionary Gefeatism 1s dictated, like all
onditions prevaili ‘
d their relation

the class interests.of

k -85S 1l the proletariat an
imperialist war,

T vasie confradtction

mperialist var. In this period the struggle for the revolution
the struggle ‘to convert the imperialist war into a civil )
’ ' ' ' T o
't’ despi te.

_ talinists, Soci
s well as by the armed for
he workers' either with
_ Thi

alists-ang}other-sOcial.chauvinist agents
ce of their state avparatus, to line up
words or with bayonets, for "defense of the
n August 4, 1914, when
1c: ] the Soclal Democrscy
mill of' the imperialists, The revolu~
d from ‘the premise that when the lmperials .
.break s the overwhelplng mass of the workers will be - °
in the-trap,of "defense of the fatherlandg", R '

il :
{
i h

o
i
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| PROPAGANDA ;_AN_]Q ACTION' o PAEO

© | The first step, therefore, ig for the revolutionists before b SRR

and during the ‘war to increase their propaganda and agitation by \ A - : ‘ e
' Against the revolutionists stand the jmperialists of the world .

‘every possible means, both legal and illegal, to explain the
workers that "defense of the fatherland’,. "defense of democracy 17l \a their social chauvinist lackeys., The last imperialist war saw . -

" against fascism", etC. really constitute defense of the capitalist || 7 ,portunism brought to rotten-ripe completion in the treacherous
| Splonia g %n this b%SLtfl’ ‘%s -\l }ictions of the Social Democracy, which openly advocated "defense of
Pyt icr s and horror's o e bat- - Wlins fatherland", support of ntheir" bourgeoisie, the vote for war
Tiel ? . :

b, the resentment : Pt e w - fpadits, etc, While in the last-war these 4nperialist lackeys
, . s 4 .

. oS Bt | Q4 2ited until the war broke out to .reveal their treachery, today- the.
\ grow and will become intgnsn.fle@ by the propagenda and ACTION ] |'ialinist and Socialist agents of the imperialists br gr,ﬂy' afa%éunce =
| %he revolutionists, It is within this framevors that the struggle - | |/ ffORE the war that they favor "defense of the fatherland" under
%o convert theimperialist war into & civil war must be concretized ' ‘Y iipe. pretext or another (8emocracy vs, fascism", "defend. the'Soviet o
‘and expanded through the advocacy of, and the PRACTICAL ACTIONS ! inion", ete.). Their treachery remains the same in content, only.
leading -toward military defeats and reverses of the b.ogrge_omie. = ‘| |'astened by “the time element, and the’ revolutionists must take =~
! -and-ITS. ARMED FORCES in each country. The. transformation of the . ‘Jijlvery step to eXpose and . struggle against them as the agent of.the
' dissatisfaction and rebellion of the masses into revolutionary " 4 mperialistss - S ,
| action against . 'their! bourgeoisie must thus be facilitated and 3 B ’ o o 1 L L .
 developed by the revolutionists, who initiate and carry out such _ X CENTRIST SET - UPK BRIDGE TO SOC o : S
actions leading to 't.‘r%e gEFEAT of ~t1£§ .bourgeoisie and its armed ST 1 - : _ -'—-'-SOCIAL CHAUVINISM :
. forces, For such defea s necessarily weaken. the powéh of the 2 While the Kauts . centrists called for the ‘defense of +h ,
‘?,;bourgeoisie“t;o 'ﬁ%ht off revolution, and weaken ‘the faith of the - Yl atherland" with onll:;{rymore 1y e fLM \?:ords than the dpezel :gcial he-. S
workers in "their bourgeoisie., - . S > Vilriots, today the centirst have moved to a more “left! wm& e
PO o - CL “. o )jience ‘a1l-the more. dangerolls === COVer _ans .speak _about. civil war.
- Tne’ AIM of revolutionary defeatism, therefore, is so to carry [ |lhe two chief international centrist forces in existence are the T
_ on and extend the clags struggle, o to' weaken the bourgeoisie and - - i frotskyite "Fourth S ormational’ and the "new" London Buro (the . -
i its armed forces, SO to . destroy 1ts domination oyer the workers, - - N %ternational Revolutionary Marxien Center)., The Tatter and its
'-mi i@belllou:siness oft_the workers and direct i% intc © ((lanti-war' front, the International Workers Front Against War,
‘ever utionary class actions (vhich in tarn .caus@ .- speak with time dishorored phrases abogt nopposition to war', and
‘greater reverses and defeats) that the masg of workers will be ~ {{Pevolustion” and it is clear that this centrlst amalgam will'play
© obilized for revolution, for civil war, This policy mustbe '~ })fm open social chauvinist role in the futures (efy pp.18-21).
- arried out.eveTn if it means the temporary victory of the venemy® . ol . ' . T
- mperialist. No one can guarantee that the revolutionary defestits ' T e T : ; 4
© ptions will lead to-a successful civil war, On the other hand, ‘ To the left of this banaup? utiit
- 7e military reverses caused by such actions will necessarily leid

@E SOCIAL CHAUVINISIS = .

~

]

i . T s"oancis the centrist '%:-m:f-fad
;-\a}‘ij‘ourth,Intemgtional,"(Trotskyites) who, on the questlon of réevolu~

- Uine military gains of the “enemy". DBut"every such "gain' of the NESve slready Left the pa estions of principle,

i iali Cfaith : 4.7 th of Marxism and in %typi -
" memy" imperialist means & greaten loss of faith by the workers.in R ‘sstst fashion with phrases C’)co t“?le nignfl‘tanagac%rlzgxgilg-gt‘fy%t%a‘]&ii;n :

. ‘heir own" bourgeoisie, greater resentment, etc,, and lays the N )uctions slways more to the right, Trotsky hag in th | L
-iase to transform these conditions and attitudes into péaitive Al dut for "revglutionary 'opposi%ion in.Gergny ?‘?) andepg?.ﬁigg?e(z)
. volutionary ections: - The DECISIVE point, however, is that the | Foposition in Frange" in case of a war between these Two imperial~
o rategy of revolutionary defeatism must be ¢drried on by the revol- \tiists in which the Soviet Union is allied with France, . He has also .~
_Adonists in ALL- the imperialist countries and armiess It ismot - } xpressed a number of other centrist positions that completely N
a questidon of the victory of one gang of imperialisis robbers over . illfihegate revolutionary defeatism. But under pressure of the forces
ano ther =-= that-is the axis on which the imperialists wags the . |llbf the Contact Cormission .and of those revolutionary elements in Sl
war =-- it is a question ‘of the VICTORY OF TiE PROLETARIAN R=VOLU-  lii} Burope still affiliated wiil his "FO&II“l‘h International, ' Trotslty R

ON over imperialism, - And this.can be accomplished, as explained has been forced to a left cover in dhder to save face, In th el
s g . 5 ) S e N ol N " 3 ) ) A s 7 e last T
above, by U §:r%volut;ofnary,a.c’c_»lqns_u}' ALL the warring Camds for - |.}issue of the New International, . eaking in the- name of the edito- .
‘the military defeats of ALL the imperialists &2 the MEANS MD . ‘pial board of the Russian Left O oition Bulletin, he proclaims: ™
METHOD 1o ¢onvert the imperizlist war into a civil war,. 1is 1 . TN The id8a of defeatism ei o ? o , »
‘no longer an ‘abstract theory" as it wae when Lenin developed it . - i on 1, e

§

Dp “1 ynducti { . ailabli & t:i:ies in reality the followings -
A e gt it is A tcal- WL T T 3 i) conducTing. an irreconcilable revolu ionary Btruggle against ome's .
191%é5’1?%:é§nlina ﬂ;eg.zz:glg;p%eiifga}:%ywzhrataggswgzoCésv:he S | o\mlbour_geoa‘gle’ as the main enemy, without being deterred-b v the
ration ry in the October an othér revolutionss = / {ifact that this 'struggle may resu#j-in-the.f.‘d@f@%&:gf one's own.
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.pvernment;fgixgn'a, y ,’,;" v.—moﬂemept,thewdgféat‘gg'onets owvn
overpment, is & lesser ewil.” his emphagis) (F.T., July 739, p,208

-~
LAY

fﬂl.-@t pirst glence this seems pret
nows'. that -the qualification "given

ty ‘godd, . Bit close examination
i.e, IF)a revolutionary move- . :°
-gnt! provides a loop-hole that will inevitably be used to justify .
jge-FAILURE to ~apply revolutionary defesvist acdions, The Ii,Jil.
“3s already painted out (4th Internmatiomnsl, vel., 4, %3) that it.is

- 41 enough to speak about the "wigh" for revolutionary defeatism

- ad sjustify thefailure to. execute a defeatist line because of lack
*lrfbrces. Trotsky now presents this error in a more "leftward' - -
grm, For, from Trotskyv's standpoint, where do revolutionary par-
;ées/exist that are stzong enough to carry out such actions? In

_Iéery country in Burope his forces have sustained splits and no-
;,Eerefdo they exist as a real party (only. small leagues),  Heunce, .

' sen the war comes, since there are -no revolutionary parties, ithe
gﬁfrategy of revolutionary defeatism will be declared hull aud void..
;ﬁ‘this.”Marxist".‘ Such is the logic of his position,.leading iu-
'witably to social patriotism, At _Zimmerwald lenin was able to get

1y 8 wotes for his position, but instead of proceeding from Trot-

'“52W?S falege basis, he clearly pointed ocut that it was not only the

destion of “wishing the defeat, but practical actions leading to-

V qrd such a defeat", lloreover, evern this left-centrist cover-up
VgcTrtosky is negated in action by the Tretskyites, In the U.S.
ﬁehbers will tell yous '"Yes, we ére for revolutionary defeatism', .

5 when you read their papers and magazines, you find "For a .
sple!s Vote on War'! as their K&Y anti-war slogan; and this-is

g @ with their work for a Ygbor Party which if estsblished be-

g Or QUring a war, would pley the sarle role:as &id the iienshe-

. (ks in Russia, the role of the cepeble governmental lackey of

“eip Mown" imperialism, These contradictory and false centrist
{sitions of Irotsky inevitably lead to social Datriotism; the ‘

wolutionary foces still within the ranks of his paper "Interna-

lonal® must recognize this and take the necessary steps to split

f&d join with the Marxists in order to strengthen the internationel

revolutionary struggle sgainst viar,

pxiaﬁ_fbrces'ﬁhat stand for, e
\ oo T S
UNIFICATION OF ITHE MARLISTS

2" Tpege liarxist forces are small, and only the first step has .
U?S taken toward their urification, =ven now they are hounded and |
‘;Eecuted by the forces of world imperialism, both "democratic! and  j
scigst, And this persecution will be augmented a hundred-fold in .
a'Vmr, when the carrying out of the pevolutionary defeatist prin-
‘nleg will everywhere constitute high treason.: But we know that |
ia. ig.the only correct revolutionary struggle against imperislist |
D, °nd for the proletarian revolution, end We are prepared to- uncer-,
this struggle.- In this comnection it is necesgary to peint .-

: to' carry out. this prineiple.in action, not only must all

egal channels.be utilized,~= but the orgeni ion
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illegal aoparatus the tralnlng of capable 1llegal cadres. the .

funnthﬁﬂng~ol\ihe party in complete illegality -when conditions
9 - force this ~---thees taks are absolutel3 ‘indispensable and the
i steps must be taken INOW to insure -their effeclee reallzatlon.

The consolidation of the 1nternat10nalcmerx1st forces on the
line of revelutionary defeatism for conversion of the imperialist
wer intd civil war, and the lsgal as well as illegal functioning .
of these forces to achieve all possible nractacal actions 1eaorlg
to such defeat and-to the moblllzdtlcn af the masscs for revolution
——-- this is the decisive answer of the Marxists to  the mad drive of
decay capltallsm toward. another pﬂedatory slaughteln This is not
an easy road, it will not be pleasant tvavelucg but it must and
will be taker. "Revolutionary Social: Jemcc"axlc werk® (Bolsheviem) °
may be difficult a} present (1S15), but it is possibls, 1o 3ro- .
g-esses in the whole world and in thls alone lles salvatlon' I IF

LE[\\I,N @N \

, 4
IR \/Jl J‘JQJ\I,-\M DEFE \
"ihen we- saj revolutlonary actions in war time against

Lo)is sl governnenﬁ} we 1ndlcpucabxv mean not- only the ‘wish for i
.defeat, but Dractlcal actions leading toward 'such a ce*bmt -
S » Collected dorks,'vol xv111, De 197

LR

J
ol
T

nRevolution in war time. is- civil® war,. TAARE FO?HA”TOB of war
between govermments inot vivil war is, or the one hand, facilitated
ty mlllt.rj roverses ("defeats'):0of the govermments: on the oth _
han?, it is IMPOSSIELY ir L.:ctlce to. strive tOW¢?os guch d ens~-
fo“mEUlon w1thout at tnc same ulme worklng towards tilitary de‘eat "

Ipid., p. 198

. "bﬂ'anerstsﬂclng CQ“CGPPng revo utlonaﬁy actions’ w1th1n even
il one single countlry, not to spegk of a ‘number of CCUJt“lOS, can be
Wl realized ONLY Ly “he force of example of earnest revolutionary .
| actions, by their being launched; by their DEVILOPLENT, It is. - o
i impossible, however, to launch them without wishing the. .govermment's = .
i defeat, and without contributing to such a defeat, The change from
‘1mﬂer1allct yar to civil war cannot be: "made", as-it is impossible -
. to "make' a revolution --- it grows out of a nultlcllclfy of di-
verse phenomena, phases, tralts,-characterlstlcs —consequences of -
M the imperislist war, Such growth is IMPOSSIELE ¥ out a series of
@ military reverseg of those govermments which rec ve ‘blows  from
. THEIR OWN ocressed classes." T _ Iblc,, pp° l99~?00
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. . "The only policy of a real, mnot verbal, breaking of the "civil ~ INTERNATIONAL NEWS . . ‘ L PAGE 13 . .

~ peace', of accepting the class struggle, is for the proletariat TO . o ) i _ : - - _ : 0oL E

© TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE DIFFICULTIES OF THE COVERIMELT and its bour- _-they could not be different, S o . ii

geoi"sie WITH THE ATM-QOF OVERTHROWING THEM,. This, -however, cannot - - "Particularly: mug‘t it be _expl_a;ngd that 'defense ‘of thev.fa-_ R

“be achieved, it cannot be striven at, without wishing the defeat . therland' becomes an inevitzble question which the overwhelming -

_of.one's own govermment, without contributing to such.a-defeat." o majority of the- toilers will inevitably setitle in favor of their o

A ' N . . Ibid.y ps 200 ' o bourgeoisie., - - I ‘ - oL -

- o : _ T T ' R B Therefore? first, explanation of the question of 'defense of

, "If perish we must, let us perish in the struggle for our own. .| the fatheriand'., Sacond, in commection with the latter, explang- o

. cause, for the .cause of the workers, for. the Socialist Revolution, - < tion of the question &% 'defeatism”, And finally, ‘explanation of . . N

‘and not for the interests of the capitalists, land-owners ‘and AR ' the only possible method of combLatting wazry viz., the preservation sy

. Pgars ~-=-.this is what every class conscious worker.-sees.and feels, and formation of illegal organizationg in which all revolutionarieg- |

 Revolutionary Social Yemocratic work may be difficult at present, taking part in the war' shall aarry on prolionged work against wep == .

but.it is possible. It progresses in the whole world and in this ' all this must be brought into the forefroni,” , S ]

~ alope lies salvation.” T, Ibide; p. 213 ST 7 TNT 7 Selected Works, vol. X, pp. 8l6-317

i - wUpity with the opportunists is an alliance of the workers - . = | T LT LT N N e |y N~ AN ) N

- ' with "their" national bourgeoisie and a split in the international L Tj—] e O]\‘ \/ FNF ]Ol l o (:)F - r ‘HF‘ : R

o .revo"lu‘;t,i%n%i'y,work%?g %lass...’-_.&'ll'heﬂv;rar has proven the inadmissa=~: . T a4 - 4 o A= | R

~ bility of this combination in the future, To keep UNITED with : 1 A ey ee Nlr e rmNg \ e e

. opportunism at thé present time means PRACTICALLY to subjugate the |} S “FQ UR frl h\l r.": J<J\‘ J:‘\ f ]O j\| f‘\ L" S

working class to "its" bourgeoisie, to mgke an alliance with it for. . | - 2 - ’ : : S

. the oopression of other nations and for: the struggle for -the privi- .~ . ' - EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER FROM ZEUROPE » . ' Co

leges of a great nationj at the same time it means splitting the e — e —_—
revolutionary proletariat of all countries." ~ Ibid., pps 230-31 o

in September 1938 lasted six or seven hours. The Trotskyite press
reports on this convention are absurd lies. A number of Zuropean

N

|
- e ¢ S, . o . ivesThe "International" Founding Convention which was held R
'TASKS OF OUR DELEGATES AT THE HAGUE o : ;

0n the” qﬁestion of cdﬁlbatti_ng the danger of war in connec-

e e ) ] countries were not present ard not-invited.  This includes these i
tion with the conference at the Hague, I think that the greatest . sections and groups: Switzerland, Holland, Nowway, Sweden, Hungary L
A difficulty lies in overcoming the prejudice that this question is -~ | = Rumania, USSR, Spain, Italy, Varmark, Czechoslo‘vaﬂ:ia, Austria, S \
- " a simple, clear.and comparatively easy one, S - ) | But all these szctions =--- except the Austrian --- are named in . 1
-~ e shall retaliate to war with a strike or revolution' --- "Unger Wortes!" false revort (gesrman Trtoskyite organ, Tec, 1938) i
that is what all the prominent reformist leaders usually say W - | ' as sections.-or groups of thé "Fourth"; but the report utterly ig- - 1
the working class, And very often the seeming radicalness of =~ -1 'mores the.fact that.these sections were neither invited .or present, . .. .. - K
these replies satisfies and calms. the workers, co-operators and , ''The report lies by saying that several sectious...cculd not attend
peasants, L : o L R | . for "financial reasons'. . ‘his is a lie! The Interhational Youth : \,
. "Perhaps the most correct thing to do would be to start by ;  Conference (!) aico lasted about a ‘day (six hours), At the adult o
refuting this opinion in the sharpest memner; 1o declare that parti - }.” Conference present were the sections from ‘rance, Belgium (only R
cularly now, after the recent war, only the most stupid or kope~ . *. | the Belgian .85, member); Englandy Poland (which deciared against !
lessly 1al§e-peopl§ can assert that such a reply to. the question . - ~ proclaiming the "Fourth®), Greece. (emigre), Yermany (emigre with 1
~of combat‘pmg'w'ar is.of any use; to declare that it is impossible ' no connections in the country...). That is all, Of the non- _ 4
to 'reteliate’ to war by revolution in the simple and. literal ‘ Furopean sections only a rather strong American delégation, At . = . -
sengce gf these terms: S } C . ‘the Youth Conference were tile same delegates, excepting one from. .
- "4 must be explained to the people how great is the secrecy 1  Belgiumi... S e e SR , 3
with vwhich war arises, and how'helpless the ordinary workers' or=' —  § " x s % # % % % %k %k ook kool ookl RAORRK ki Rk RRTH kR |
geniﬁations are. in ’(',"n.e\fag.e of war that is r.ea%ly impending, even’ Y s T e ; . ’ 1
if these organizations call themselves revolutiouarv, - . U~ A it vndaratand: when Teadin e oo tow
o Whgain ahd again it must be explained o . %@ pavple iz we | - ™jhoever has not.nr_;ders_téo,d._ when reading Marx that in c_gk.l_ta.f |
. most wenerdte mermer g mediers etapgdiin.the last war, and why | 1ist soclety, on every acute occasion, at every serious conflict of |
., TOEE : Rt S P B LA (A U ¢ y & classes, it is only possible 10 .have either the dictatorsnip of ‘the - 1
S - o | vourgeolsie, or the dictatorship-of the proletariat, hes uaderstood |
ST nothing of €ither “the éconpnid¢ or the porirical teaching or Mayxe'- -
L e o i : -- LENIN, "The Third International and Its " o
L : Place In Histoxy" -~ . - =
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sroptaus or me . T HE SOVIETS AND

eSS WORKERS DEMOCRACY

. C . . L . B S - T : )
. -+ __ &talinism, under whose control the worKers stste in the Soviewu.
- Union has been tortured and dustorted almost beyond recognition,
' has given powerful impetus in,recent‘timestto,the‘opportunists of
- all shades to say, either that the workers state does not exist
" today, or to'oﬁpose-proletarian.dictaﬁprship in general.

'ﬁeﬁertheless, no one.haé-suc6essfully'challenged_the Marxian . -

méfhodolOgy\and scienceéfeither in theory or action, In the inter-

vening years since’ the ctober revolution, filled with ‘tragic ex- :
, every other school

periences”of“proletarlan.defeatS'andfbetrayals

of thought in the’ labor movement-has‘been*tested,-;rrandwfoundmmmgﬂAf

wanting. Only *arxism has been able to present a scientific analy-
sis and prognosis of the" contradictions and devlopment -of:capital=
ism in decey'in the: epoch of wars and revolutions. " The only suc-.
.cessful proletarian revolution in history was achieved precisely
oon the p'ogram-of_scieﬁtific;&arﬁiSm,ag > ' :

But to remain satisfied with the thought thatiarxism has
provengbetter_than:the*othqr*political tendencies: is not enough.
Like every other science, larxism has grown and developed, and
will continue to. develop, A problem of the greatest moment con-
" fronts the. revolutionist todays Is Stalinism an inevitable out~ .

groyeth . of Marxism, must the “revolutionary proletarian  dictatorship -

evolyg into a burocnatic,,bigoted,:intolerant,.anti-revolutionaiy"

* regine of Stalinien? ‘We:propose-to;deai_in this article with one

part of this question, .

 'DEVELOPMENT OF STALINISM

)

" “TIn our opinion such a conclusion flows from a superficial: .

ufderetending of Stalinism, Stalinism came to. the fore within the _.

‘Rugsian Communist Party as a definite reflection of the new ma- .

terial conditions arising on the basis of the defeats'of'the'pqp;aiv"

' tariat in Western Europe, the reactionary pressure of the peasansr;

- and the-backwardness of thé country. But while this revisionist
-foree thus hed a material base, its success was Gue in lar-ge mee=
sure to the failure of the Marxist wing,oi the Party, under Trot-

sky's leaderchip, to make a bold and Jetérmined fight to the finish, .|

It %as'this_soilfthatﬁproved”sd{fef;ilefto,xhe anti-revolutionary - -
‘nationalist burocratic excrescensesd, and to the eventual destruc- -
tion of workers democracy in the Soviet Ynion, - R
, The economic level of the capitalist country seized from the
“.exploiters is of first imp6rtancé'in'considering;ﬁhe level of wor-
kers democracy end its material base. A highly developed economy -
- . with the working cldss a majority of the population will in the
. very first stages of the revolution have far more workers democragcy

<o
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ral process-they are”either merge

- The Soviethnionuhaa.béﬁpeathea.to Marxian _edormously valua=

ble lessons for the proletarian .revolutions of tomorrow. The .Stal=

inist identification of the proletarian dictatorship with the

- "gictatorship of, the party" ~-- more precisely, with the dictati‘x"-r' B
" chip of a ruling caste who have made a burocratic instrument of the

party -- is a perversion of revolutionary principles, ~ . -

WORKERS CONTROL THRQUGH SOVIZTS

e’

. ‘Workers democracy under the diciatorship of “the prdleﬁéfiét““‘
" demands as its most elementary condition that the . broadest possible

layers of the masses be involved in the administration end conduct

 of the affairs of the Workers State. It is the SOVIETS through

which the proletariat as a’'whole participates in, broadens and
develops workers democracy. The trade unions, workers militias,
and other organs of the working class must be an integral part of
this structure, These organs make up the political forms of the -
Workers Statey . The workers control the state through the soviets,

" The relationship of the Farty to the Soviet State is an ideo= - *

logical one, of giving gidance and leadership through its cadred
within these organs. . CooTE e e _

 We will be asked: what guarantee is there of this relation-
ship? ~There is none, just as there ig none for the revolution,
Marxism is not an insurance agency. There is only the guarantee -

. that a nppn-Merxian course of action will bring disaster. But an

gpplication of the amperiences of the past:.decade will help, There

.. is only one road to power and to Socialism,*and that is by a larx-
. ian line of actions S e o

-

. THE NEEZD FOR A PARTY
- T =

(3

. The proposal by some to do away with parties indicates a fail-

ure to. think the problem through, Political parties—and states

will exist so long'as there are ¢lasses in society. ‘the proleta-
" piat-needs a party, steeled in thestruggle,_enjoyingkthe.confidenda
of the class. The party must be based on democratic centralism,
with the fullest freedom of dlscussion on the part of its members,

together(withlunity-of-action.' In this connection, we must recog=

‘nize that Lenin's prohibition of factions, even temporarily, at Ue

tenth Party Congress, was a grave 8ITOr, e right of groups and
factions within the party to present and fight for their positions

"is indigpensable to democratié -centralism, and“to the broader

question of workers democracye

Parties groups and factions which accept -the proletarian dic~
tatorsghip and its foundation principles mist have full freedom of
expression within the bounds of the new society, until by a natu-
d into the Marxian Party, or until

| R . PAGE'1S -
“than the Russian Soviet Union evén'at‘its best stage, due to its,
'-1owAecon0mic:development and-its great,peasant‘population.
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"+ their policies drive them into fumdamental opposition -to the new - ‘
" society, at which time tHe prolezeriath mush *r2at them ae it R

‘be basad on direct representation from ibe fHctory, winm, will,

ture and workers democracy.

 be -bullt.--=-. and worxkers democracy extondad -~~~ only by viilizing
Cputsudng the program of the exgiteéncicn of ths revoll2tisy Ly cne or

- e . - R N mste "l e e ? R .
e aqv15t¢8tate as the Vahor Lloveor! carnitiae &2

carmed working class in every faclory, mine and mill will he

. the basis of Work-zs dsmberacy in the ranks.

- trol over the arm

o . PAGE 16

treats *he class enewy ., We are of the cpinicn that after the sei~
zure of power thig process will be of shord diration, S

TNDUSTRTAL BASE YOR. WOFKERS DEMOCRACY
L In contrédiStinctiCn to- the geagraphic'bage-for the-parlia-
mentarv structure of bourgeois Jdemocralyie the Soviet State must

trade vnion, farm,. cclliective, milltary forecas, ate, ol geo-
pephical but industrial -~- that is the basge of the soviel struc-. .

Ihe disastrous results of the naticnalist policy of -socialism
in one country have doubly erphasized tha truth that soclalism can

the new. Soviet State as a ceutar for werid revoluition, Cnly by -

more countries.-as the "long lever® and the indystriaiization of

single Soviet State
.continue .1Us growth and developunsnt toward scciallems . : E
_ These principles, emasculated and destroyed by Staliniem, must
be restorad to their rightful wlace as the wasie of workars demo=:
cracy in the prolefarizn Gistetorship. Underneath them lie certain .
definite materiai pre-corditions. . A

 QONTROL OF THE ARMY AND DEMOCRACY

~ 'To keep an effective check on the burocratic and revisionist -
“tendencies that are bound To cron up in the workers stats apparatus
as & recult of the Laritage and prossure of the. defsated but siill
poweriul ourgeoigie in tvhe traneitlon reriod, the working .class: -
rust be ASMEID.  he armed masses of the workers, functioning through . .}
their ssviets,.abe the best guarantes of workers Gemocraty. 4An .

G yorking - in every facls _ supple- -
mented Ny a ied Army: where-—the wordsr ie in danger of invaslions,
Thedﬂed A;Ty nust in np way ve cut off. frow direcet snd ingimese
contact.with the masses of the people, It too must be orgonized on

It is a part ¢ _
people .-~ their standing Red Guard,. 15 & pad of the

- 'Jﬁst és_the_5;g;,/s pdﬁtrollﬁhe Wofkerslstate .so do fhé }coﬁ;-.
ggg; §ﬁe=ﬁpm$d f ":j-ggf the statei -Here tdo,'the,Partylekéfis e
ily aa ideologivallinfluence. --~ it cannot have .the ] oon="

d forcess. . L ¢ the f9n9?19?,9fic°n-

\W :

the elimination of parties and the state.

§

Cow
-
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LESSONS 10 BE LEARNED -
T T AR R e A
'_N$With0ut workers democracy’ the prdletarian dictatorship is at
best®a lamed and limping thing. ‘he proletarian revolutions of
tomorrow have much to learn from the Soviet Union, though unfortu=-

nately, with Stalinism at the helm these lessons willibe largely

negative'--- what to avoid, -But with tne elimination of the Stali-

‘nist-identification of party and prcletarian dictatorship, with an-

armed working classs standing ready to defeund its rights, the way
will be clear for a healtly,- advancing. dictatorship marching for-

ward- toward the-goal cf the elimination of classes and with this, =

they .think it's going to be the last,

THE TROTSKYITES L

(/ffAzlettervfrbm,France pfovides'the fgllowingfneWS:" SR 31.f ‘f

v The P,0.I. organ appears only once a month, Bvery time

: The Trotskyite leadership .-
in America, it is tumored, wants to -dissolve the P,0.I. completaly. -
In the P:0.I. itself complete, demoralization and disurity reign,

... There have been many arrests and-the Daladier regime is

 ‘already in practice o military dictatirship, The prisohs are full
of revolutionary workers,
- tion camps more and more.

The emigres are landing in concentra=- -

_ cos Liquidafioniét'tehdenciés”ére'grdwing. _There is not a
single Bolshevik nucleus... Lo S ”

. PSOP --- I suppose you read June '36, the organ of the PSOP.. .
For several weeks there has been a centrist campaign against the’
Trotskyitesy, --- against the entryites who are Still in the PSOP, -
Pivert is;q%ainst'"Trotskyite methods and concepts'"; But these
people deliberately confuse Trotskyism, Stalinism and Bolshevisi,
iis isn't hard to do, since there is no Bolshevik organization,
The PSOP also publishes a letter from the Mexican section pro- - |
testing against the totalitarian methods of Triosky and the Pan~
American Bureaus.s. L e

. ok ok B % B F ok Kk kk | iokkk  kiokkk  dokkok oRkk. okk ok ko ok Ok

"The interests of the capitalist states and the interests of . L
 the proletariat in foreign politigs‘are“diametrically'oprSed*to’4,*j’ p
. each other, and i% is impossible to speak of harmony of interesis

in the domain of foreign relations." T SR

. . 3
T TR I P TSt s € L ——

--LENIN, Selected Works, BA

01, iv, P 332.
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©UTHE INTERNATIONAL WORKERS

'

FRONT AGAINST WAR
TR o - | 6-9-39

Comrades: Rl AR,
o -~ In my opinion I cannot better reply to

our &7

" wish for information anfl our position on the Internatfgnal'wbrkéfs

Front Against War than Dy literal quotation of the following re- -
port from:one of the members of our organization, who was in Paris -

»

~at the end of April and the beginning of May as an observer  at the’

. new international center. dle
only to the slightest degree --- they are more-like an interna-

RN "The glorious week in Paris is mow at an end. If
one were to belive the New Leader and other pro-London Bureau pa-
pers, the tinternational week" in Paris was the revolutionary out~
‘come of the masses pressure, a continuous series of conferences IR
and meetings at which the revolutionary spirit soared in the shkies
and at which the faté of the world for the next twenty years, at
least, was settled.i.. In reality all these conferences and gab-
fests were like reuions of ancient dodderers with yard-long beards) .

- they regaled each other in quavering voices about the good old
~ timess they were unsociable and quarreélsome, as dodderers often

are, each moment at loggerheads over unimportant detailsj all.these

‘conferences received the most decisive 'no!' in regard to working

allegedly, the majority of the Parisian Socialist Party has gone

over, and which conceives its chief task in tiae movement (aside

. from_igsuing revolutionary Marxian theories) to be its development.

into a mass party (with no success-up-to.now) =-= this PSOP either

didn't tpink‘it worthwhile,'or'wasn't in a position, to create
greater interest among the Parisian working class,

o, o0

~  THE LOWION (PARIS)'.BUREAU

London (Paris) Bureau, After a few member parties complained of
the teryoristically-enfbrced'mdtions of the. POUM, the zituation
was relieved by the milder pressure ‘to:pass the motion of the ital-

T ,'ian.maximalistsi which proposed merely to widen the scope of the

Buresy --- but if this is not possible, the Bureau i
, 1T 1 ? . PO Sy au is to go on.
functioning in its 0ld form, ‘he Bureau, as it now existi in Pa~

» o (Ug yipo : '
ris (Ma vigorous movement', according to the New Leader), includes,

along with the old parties,: the I.L.L. of the U,S, and the Inter-
) Union of Opposition Communists (IVKQ) =--- Brandler, fThe -
IVKO which is to Dbe liquidated into the London Bureau is quite’ a
funny affair.. They are an opposition, to be sure, but for quite a
con31derable"p@ripd,their,main;obpdsition has been directed against
the ILP, founding member of the London Bursau; hence the ILP stipu-

lated as a basis for acceptance of the Brandlerites: 'Whilst mutual

“fraternal publie criticism is encouraged, the parti invite
to refrain/frqm_wquing thxough"fracﬁ§o 5 inside g%ﬁiraﬁgriﬁééf?d

The PSI® to which, =

‘ . uplong with the conferences of the Front ains£~w o
there also took place conferences on the re—eStainEngn%gof the =

- peals of the IWFAW is the word Marxism’ brought out..

INTERNATIONAL NEWS | | | ' PAGE 19
* Wnis is one of the chief points in the Constitution of the
The Brandlerites are Communists, but

tional asscolation, While not so very long ago six large par=
ties were united in the IVKO, which had four of its ovn daily pa-
ers, (Swedish Socialist Pariy., Gérman KPO, Neue Welt of -Alsace-
orraine,-Bringolf of Switzefland, Lovestone and Roy of India)
now ther German section is the only one left. And the latter'is
s small emigrant organization vhich hardly maintains any organi-
zational contact with the Germen illegal "groups now. According
to their own statement, they can get out a quarterly paper only

mﬁwpggauserfinancial aid comés from Lovestone, ~ These are the great. - -

gains‘df”fﬁé“ﬁﬁndan“Bureau¢ “The -PSOP.-.and.the RSAP of Holland

are still débating on whether or

) | REJECT REVOLUTIONARY. DEFEATISM. -

not they‘ﬁhquld'enter. . : f‘“’ﬁ“”’”9 "“

"me International Workers Front Against War (IWFAW) is a puré-

- 1y pacifist organization which gives itself semi~-revolutionary -

appearance by making a few revolutionary speeches, This line
flows as much from their general printed matter as from the care-
ful deliberation of their members, To establish this point: the
~IWFAW refuses revolutionary defeatism. In the thesis of tie IVFAL
a1l reference is lacking to the problem of revolutionary  tactics
and class strategy in the struggle against. imperialist war and -
fascism,

ary war in our time, A compromise solution regarding the Soviet
Union has been achieved? although it is stated that the proletarian
revoluiion. is dead in.the»Soviet'Union and that a burocratic re-. .

- gime exists, they come cut- confusedly for defense of the Soviet

Union, with no clear statement as to what is to be defended.  Iven
the call the IWFAW sent out after the Paris conference paints this
. same pictures: ' o L ' - T

nThe workers in the fascist lands are invited to rise up in

case of war, not to struggle for establishment of a Socialist so-
_ciety, but with ‘the unclear slogan: 'In order to vanquish their
(the dictators) criminal domination,' Not a word is said of

Socialism --- in the entire appeal they do not say what they cdnfj'

~

- ceive ought to follow after the W rkers have opposed imperialist -

war and taken the power, They hidée between idealistic sentences .
1ike: 'The establishment of Socialism to gave the very destiny-of
humanity itself.!, and 'The establishment of workers states can,

" in this stricken world, save what is left of progress in modern ..

civilization, and construct peace, real and abiding, based not om
the domination, but on the liberty of men and peopless' - We workers:

THe, IWFAW avoids in any form the problem of revolution- ..

Vv

certainly cammot understand from these phrases how Socialism is to

arise.

It is of further interest to. note that in,none;ofvthe ap~

. 2300218

T T S T ——————
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? R : R _ : . , , : Pbsition, nor have thexAfhefde?%ggﬁgggggiiéﬂment o o socialist. so- -

|| P .. HOPIHLESS CENTHIST AMALGAN L o ialiSt'W%ﬁllnt%eaﬁgiigig %utéz'new attempt to neutralize Eh? Wzg7
[ "It ig of special interest - he compo siti some of - | ciety. hey ar® H teugsle --- in this respect they are striviz .
the_grouns belonging to. the TYEMY. - vhar ues Tostion of some of g O taual footing with the Second and Tnird Intemnstionals.
j,  that the entire IWFAW is completely lop-sided. It doesn't contain . . %ﬁeiaagnt to—steer'thefprbletariat and theAOép?gzizg_%orld» the -
ot o?gfiin%;e_member of any si%gifécance_gn the illegal orgenizations - world . avay frompthe“sgguggle'i?gdaigzgtiiquor%ingvClass into. the

! of the fascist countries, e Germzn Brandlerites are emigrant A TR B ) ialist, .They wen : _ . !

(. organization; so .is the German gro;g,'Neuer WEg'tWhichagpl?igfigﬁ | world-of Sociaiist 7

i re SAP ¢

R i R
y "socl {otism, reformism, pacifism, instead oi - _
Swﬁﬁi'zgu§§§liiangiig§ on’thefrbad,to.thg spc1al;s;e§:vo%gxi;g

. " (}'Spark"==- Trans.) even in the pre-Hitler period had not more .than . g%ichg we hopey will lead_gs,;the"rerlutlonary wor’ ’ ard
| - fpur or five members, :all in Graz, and Austrian provincial city; - - the new Communist International, " L o

e Italian Maximalists are apparently an internally disunited or=-  -.f o - - AT

.. - ganization of emigrants,. especially in France, who have hardly any-

---thing to ‘do-with the-illegsl work in Italy, E .

hiefly on personal grounds; the Austrain group 'Funke®

P
.

we RoF. . S . ,
RS Jy the ‘irony of fate o I : ndler) == L.
g ~ the Czecho-Slovak group has come out against the scandaggus posi- , . ancimteresting.supplementary nOtef'ﬁh?vgg??gﬁtgiosgig?ons-of s
. -tion of the ILP, and especlally against its representatives on the | —fraternal’orgenization to your Lovestone, WoRe: <wo o0 Lar against
L Czech question {the October crisis). Of the four larger parties, " fne TWFAW (which opposed this) to ?onver":r‘aéainst the fascist
I -two' --- the Dutch RSAP ‘and the Swedish Socialist Party --- are in ' . the fascist hatioms into a revolup;ogaiy WretatiOn'WhiCh fits in
. their majority pacifist by. tradition, Neither Sweden or Holl:nd . . nations --- an incrédibly demagogic interp st Fascism, Unfortu~:
" took part in the World War, but' they did good service as neatsal - -1 With. the Stelinist demand for a Froat A%zlgsbefbre this;- This is
| ~ powers, . By .far the greater bulk of the membership of these par- .. * ‘nately I did not know where'gqvestqne,s Q,Cl aifrepences vhich
| - ties tognect their opposition to war with ne sort of Socialist- . . I amother example of the incredible ideologia was decisively rejec-. .
- Marxist conditions or consequénces. France and Englsnd ~~= The L mold sway in the IWFAW, Although the motion * _ :
. "PSOP =~ 3 young, not even-a yesr old r “Gon ; e ¢ '

_ _ en-e ~- party, is a conglomeraticn
- of the most varied tendencies, groups and lines
nationalist influence --- the

ted. the KPO propagandizes for it in their circles without dra®..g
, With a very strong ? ot ns
ary-party should not be, .

1 any conclusions amd without ﬁi@hdrizézgdﬁ?om(ggiSI¥§?WiﬁgEigf_gﬁgLy
typical example vh Tevi ione _ A 14 ncepts on this ques? . o= ST N -
yp;ca, cample of wﬁatla,reyqlqtlop: 3232? gtgiiggg?)poThepSwediSh'Soéialist Party was no@ represenugd .

: L . S : ST : v Paris Conference. o i _ _ sl et
A COMPROMISE  ALL FRINCIPLES D © ] at thenrards RORIEEEEERe . v Kk R Rk
i‘li ; ‘ . . » " S : e sork sk kool kKRR ok - kskalokokokk \*:***Ei?cex'bts' e Tetten e
| : "On no principled question was any unified decision’ obtained, - Ve = e v\ =~ AV AN Y  oxting conditions oo
gl : It was ‘the PSOP which brought about the defeat of the point on L : 1\“5\.’\/ D J<Q}\./\ GQ&< J /\.f\" ‘ ( : 'Ien%l;zgﬁén?g very cernious.
ﬁ‘=;a ‘revolutionary defeatism in the IWFAW, Briefly, the ILP can no 7 ..The opposition to.ﬁhenHltler_reglgven in the fascist press. -
b longer be considered a unified party, Its leaders are it agree=~ | "} The preflections of this are clearly seepk (of a few hours duré-
i ment only in their .endeavor to be taken back into the Labor Party, - There are -- and these are faets -- St§¥ eSare successful, In the .-

= One of the four delegates, fRegrge:Buchaman,’ stated his conveérsion - - | . tion) against wage cuts, etce Often these read that the Technische

~ %o the Labor-Party very quietly, without informing.the leaders of = . . |. ' nwyoelkischer Beobachterfiof June 11 you ?aYS now to become s atate = -

- the ILP'or furnishing any explanation, ' @ohn McGovern and Caepbell " Nothilfe (Technical Aid Against Strlkesthlt since 1933 the govern=
.. - Stephen, two other delegates, made clear their desire to speé&ixy' . organization.. The paper'openly spates '%his-strikébreaking organi-
i . follow him if the ILP does not-hasten to join ‘*the Labor Perty as ment has been whether or not to dissolve . thened and tied up with
| . a group, since the negotiations have already lasted too long, o zation, but now the organization is stregg. 1the e issue Dub-
ﬂ_ - The position thé,ILP:repreSentativeSftOOK during the Czech crisis = *'ﬁhe faécist'gOVernment;_ander a_blg Eea=-igiionafy'sdcialiStS“ in
- will ‘long-be -remembered, - This can be gathered from the press of lishes an article on a trial against "revo utl the largest for two -
i the Germin Brandlerites, now uhited Viemma. The penalties were not very severe !

. , ar: with the ILP in theT.ondon Bu-
ﬂ, .reaua_ The"reSu;t.°f.these-cgnsideratiqns is important, -

, : i . ese facts by the bourgeoig‘press,ri{;,g o
war; they are even less in a . .  You are undoubtedly inﬁb?med of th ORI T T

. . . : hé { s ‘the moderation = -

' . -- the fascist-organ tries to prove . - .
) : s a - A a?dtiehﬁigiiegig at the same ‘time makes ﬁ%rezi:cgﬁiigitaéiéggiie. ;
- 'ATTEMPT T0 NEUTRALIZE THE WORKING CLAss® * - |~ %otivity. According to our information 3‘?Va Day only a third of ™" '
: g TR T e T R . Vienmese workers is mounting steadylg't dgmgﬁztrationsa-deSPite'all - :
o "Even in its new form the London Buresu and also’ the IWFAW -ar the workers were present at t%ﬁefzggu:tion is even more troublesome.
i~ carrying on a struggle which at the very“least needs to'be adapted . . threats. In Czecho-slovakia -
| to the delaying of the imperialist |




“OUR PRESS,.

w ZQATION OF THE ITENSRIONAL CONIACT oomxgsxcm

“The Provielonal Internatidnel Mtact Commission for the new
. COMMUNTIST (4th)- INTERNATIONAL will preaent through the columng of
- the IN@'&TIO}\]AL NEWS 1ts pogition on the vital guestions of the
‘day. We will present theoreticel paterial based on the Fourteen |
Points, and news of the international z:;bor movement.

. Tha Contact Commisesion will guard agai,nst any at‘cempt to
establish a burocratic set-up, &nd écme of the columns of this
- publication will be given over to. groups or factions which have -
as one of their major ob,jéctives the emtablishment of a new Come
‘munist International, e Contacgt Commission invites the pro- - -
i posals, suggestions and criticiama of sny and all groups working -
i T fer the social rex;%ut on, which. wiu be published together with L
. areplyby’dle Co sslon,

PLAN FOR P____Q___&__@_I____IC ON IN FOUR QAHAGE o

'I‘he Contact Connnission ‘has alraady established ways and means
£ issuing its material in Germen and English, It is also working
3 on a plan to start within two months the regular publication of"
- ite material in French and Spanish, We invite the co-operation
 of the various organ:.zauons mwa:rd Ahis ends '

FIRST STEP @ THE NEW Qmm_@ (4th) IN'IE@ATIQNAL
A Con'bac‘b Commission is only ‘the first ste toward the new.

" COMMUNIST (4th) INTERNATIONAL, Our next objective is an INTER-A
NATIOI\TAL BURO wit.h wass influence in aeveral countries,

o Steps o isra toward an ing ma,t:d.anal revolutionary. Marian -
organiZatlon that can effectively ohnllenge world capitalism need
. the full co~operation ‘of iall; BeTAOUE OF ranizations workd _ toward-
- ‘this end. The Provigional Cohtaot. Com i gsion will ything -
‘possible within ihe. framwwork o5 A fieipled MaMcian Pposition to
- make po ssibre-ftl-dd1lsboration” WAt %hb tiany-@ifferent-groups .
in order to.iron ont our dlfferences end weld “togethersone powers .
- ful cotiss1idated in‘ternationai ‘farce,. ~In turn.we hope that the

yarious organizations. wi’ll a‘b leagt meet ﬁhe Prov1310nal Conta.ct »
Cmrmi:ssn.on half-Wa:sr:. ~ : '
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