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I Germany Wins -

. Chdotic and barharous -as the imperialist
ploodbath ‘may be, it neverlheless is part.and
"parcel of a well-defined pattern. Starting from
the general imperialisl * economic warfare it
wedves its ‘way into guerrilla military skirmish-

es of greater and grecter. intensity, until - even-._.
" tually it engulfs -all of humcmity. The econ-

omic breakdown leads to a struggle for secon-
dary and minor objeclives {e. g. Ethiopia, Gran
Chaco. Manchuria, Austria, Albania, etc) and
morclies irresislably onward toward a mifitary
-~ With that pattern in mind it is possible to
place the present bliizkrieg in France and Bel-

gium in its proper light. .- _

_ FIRST PHASE OF WAR

"In the first place the whole struggle in

. Europe is onl; the FIRST PHASE of the ir'hperl

lialist war. From the point of view of time it

is not decisive if this first phase ig short or -

conflict for the redivision of the W OLE earth.
long. Politically, however, it is a Subordinate
" phase of the war; an attempt. biyuthejour major
powers of Europe to get their own house 'in

" order for the great drive for the vast markets

of Asia. This no mere pipe-dream. It is no
accident that the strongest power on Earth, Am-
erican imperialism, has the overwhelming bulk
of its novy in the Pacific waters. Unless the
- proletarian revolution intervenes the armies
and navies: of the world will yet be fighting
in and near the Pacific waters for the right -
to exploit the rubber, tin, manganese, oil, cot-
ton, codl, iron, rice and fishing fields of this
fabulously rich area. o ca
Assuming therefore that Germany is able
_to drive through to a quick victory — and this.
is an assumption that is the least likely var- -
iant; assuming that the British -and French em-

pires are completely. smashed  — would ' thatt

not- understand what is ‘invélvéd in the ‘imper- .
ialist slaughter. . PR Pt

* A victorious Germany, or a near victor- - .’

‘jous Germany, would undoubtedly.. wemt.[a

short perind of peace in which to’ consolidate .
its victories. But that she would get such a

" respite is most " unlikely. A victorious : Ger:

many with its Italian ally would h
plete control -of -the main. seaw : v
trade — the ‘Atlantic and the Meditteranean.
It would attempt to take -control of a fofmidv-_'!_
able navy, the British and French navies, with.
which to protect this dominance. Tt would not

only expropriate ‘the gigamtic investments - of "

Uncle Sam in'Europe, but it could keep Am-

-erican trade and investments out of the vital
Near East, .including the enormous wealth of -~ 7
British ' India. - A victorious Germany, not'yet .

completely exhausted, with the new resources
gained as a result of conquest, would form the .
greatest possible danger to the plans”of Am-

erican ‘Imperialism to reorganize and dornin-

. ate the earth, to find new fields of investment

for its 19 billion dollars of idle gold, to find new

markets for its surplus  commodities. ' :
The inevitable result could ‘only:b

gain nless the: proletarion revolutio

veries — the replacement of the pr

iraperialist antagonism ~between: -t

ttle
‘would
‘the’".two

mean the end of the war? .. Many ‘sincere per-:- .

sons are hoping for such a smashing victory, ©

hoping that the mass. murder .in Europe will . -

end -and. the world. again assume’ o ‘mose pa-

- ciffe chd{d(’:téf, ,U;i‘idriiinately these peopie do
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.+ way for the ‘American dollar and the American -

 Navy to impose the peace and gain world

domination. The fact that Uncle Sam is now -

undergoing feverish preparations for ENTRY
‘into the war con only be taken as an indica-
tion that the American capitalists: are appre-
hensive about the rapid tempo. of German
. victories. As the British lion is more and more
" exhausted he’ will have to pay a greater and
greater price for American aid and entry; at
that moment parallel action of Uncle Sam with
John ‘Bull will only be a method of defeating
both belligerent camps at the same time, pro-
viding the U. S. is succcesful in the military
sphere.’ . '

" ROLE OF THE SOVIET UNION

_ Aside from these two variants, ,howex'/er, of
the first phase of the war blending into the de-
cisive phase, (the direct military conflict for the

rich-fields of the earth, especially in Asiq,.

there is still another variant.

Even the most superficial student of world
politics must understand that the . alliiance of
Hitler and Stalin can only be ‘of very short
duration. For -two reasons — first the social
dynamite that”the degenerated workers state
represents (despite Stalinism); and second the

"drang nach Osten” — the march to the east

-— can best be accom'pljshed-by the Gérman

imperialists only by an invasion through the.

Ukraine and towards the famous Khyber pass
into India. The seizure by the Red army of
Russian” Poland and the $mall areas of Fin-
land, -as well as ‘the naval bases in Latvig,
- Esthonia arid Lithuania, were only small’ and,

necessary concessions by German’ Imperial-

" ism to Stalin in order to gain the temporary
‘non-belligerency (on the allied side) of the Sov-
iet Union. '‘Once the situation in western Eu-
rope becomes more clarified the army of the
‘Reich will concentrate on’ the REAL battle —

the Dreng nach Osten. Stalin understands

_all this only too well. The quick victories of
Hitler's army in the west are just as great a
- danger to Stalinism as' it is to the British lion.

i
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This explains the present Cohhiséd' policf. of
the Stalinist burocracy in :the Soviet Union.

Despite its formal agreement with Hitler it hop-
es for a long drawn out battle between Ger-
many and England on the one hand, and Jap-
an and China (or Japan and the U. S.) on the

- other hand. During such a battle Stalinism

hopes to bury its head ostrich-like in the sand,
away from the fields of combat.

U. S. MUST ENTER

But meanwhile a-three .way. pincer move- " "

ment. draws in on the Stalinist policy -and on

» the Soviet Union. Stalinism, having long ago
given up dependence on the world proletariat, -

must give concessions to three quarters in. or-
der to stave off invasion. = She must grant mat-

erial and political concessions to Germany to.

check an invasion from Poland; to England to

check an invasion through the Black Sea and-

against the Baku oil fields; and to Japan to halt
a possible invasion of Siberia. It is not at all’

unlikely that even belore Germany herself in- -

vades Russia she will urge Japan onto an in:
vasion - of Siberia in order to weaken the Sov-

- iet forces in advance. Britain might tolerate

such d move if it would cause Japanese pres-
sure on British sphieres of influence in Asia to

‘be relaxed. But the United Slates would ‘do
. everything possible to stop an IMPERIALIST

power from gaining Vladivostock, only a
stone's throw frqm Alaska, or in other vital ar-
eas of Asia. As the war develgps in Euiope’,

far from posiponing the final day of reckoning

in Asia it will bring that day much closer. It
may , thus bring on. a simultaneocus military . .
. struggle in Asia glong with the struggle in
- Europe. : o :

"Ijhe' presence of the American fleet in the
-Pacific is'thus a clear indication of the role of

Uncle Sam in- world pelitics and the - direc- .
tion in which it is moving. The DECISIVE .
i'phctse.of the war can come only upon the en-
try of the United States and' the direct étruggle

for the rich booty of Asia. . ‘

-

el ey

" imposaibility of prezent class relalionships. It

been interned; police mecsures taken against

.f

War and

The imperialist war, what precedes it and
what follows ‘it, does nnt occur in a vacuum..
It is cart and parcel of the development. of
broad social relatinnships. The war reflecls the

is an attempt to- stebilive thoue relationshins
by findling new marlke!s for éxploitation, new
{iel:ls for investment. ’ .

_ THE IMPERIALIST WAR. 1S THUS A DES- .
PERATE ATTEMPT TO CIRCUMVENT_ THE
CLASS WAR. . . o ; |

It is part of a DUAL process, ‘of which the
main lever --- and ‘we must, repedt and repeat
this — is the -eslablishrient of "national unity”
at home, direct action against any possible
revolutioncry davelopmants; the nilitary - strug-

" gle against the other imperialists is only a sec-

ondary lever. Should the revolution develop
at home, despite all precautions for national

© uniiy, it will immediately change. the whole
_military scene ct the frent, ‘make the former

"enemies’ into solid allies to smash fhe pro-
letariat. - S

. ‘The extent to which the imperidlists are
forcad to tcke repressivé measures to insure
this "national unity’’ is thus a clear and most

‘ " préecise reflection of the inner WEAKNESS of
. the bpurgeois reqime and the capitalist syﬁem-.

DFEPEST CRISIS OF 'CAI"ITALIS‘M _
Viewed in this light the war in Europe

‘fakes on different meaning: the economic

plight of the imperialists and the military needs’ -
to conquer at lecst 4 or 5_cbntinents_tends. to-
ward the prolongation of the military conilict;_.

- but the social developments indicate just ‘the

opposite process, a MATURING WORLD RE:.
VOLUTIONARY - SITUATION that will crash .

both the national unity and the military .con= .

flict. -~ )

Since the Nazi invasion of Holland and Bel-
lished in Britain. Thousands of refugees have

working class organizations; longer hours -in:
troduced, etc. - R T SR

‘In. France, in addition to’the Hight control

of the past the death sentenice has been introd-

Reveolution

uced for such minor "crimes” as being absent ..
{from vork without excuse. s '

»

"Possibly the mest lightening measures for -
national -unity have bzen taken in the United

. States. Along with the legal measures to fin-

gerprinl  non-citizens, the’ provisions dgainst
_employing radicals in most-factories, the gran-

. ting’ of the right to employers to “investigate’"

employees for political beliefs,,the t_hredtened
prosecution of all working class leaders -op-.
posed to the imperialist war — along with all

- . this now comes, significcmtly, the overnight or-
gamization -of "'sports”: clubs, "mimitemen”’, and =

other agencies to smash working class meet-

ings, to stop the dislribution  of 1iterqtpre,.and T ‘
undoubtedly to take forceful physical meas-. o T

ures, when the time comes, against militant -
workers. - : . '
RUMBLINGS OF REVOLT . ,

For the. time beiné;jctll over the world, :
these measures have sérved their purpose. The.

voice of the working class, outside of the small * -~ o

Marxist force, of the International Contact Com-

mission, remains silent. But already there are o

‘great indications of revolt, .great onslaughts

of class unity against national unity. | ;
-Asiricn - troops in Norway are .reperted to -

have mutinied at the thought of being sent out

" to sea. The removal of 15 French -generals - -

and the shakeup'of the British ‘staff can only-
"indicate tremendous resentment by the French
and British workers atthe”frent .ond’ actual /-
mutinies. The instifution ‘of death sentences for -
* sabotage in France can only testify t6 rioun-
ting strikes ‘and’ sitdowns" in’ the. various a

. The 250 wotkérs' organiizations. outla
in . France, the. resolutions of over:400. tr -
‘unions in Britain against-the war;, the .

gium an iron clad. dictatorship has been estab- - creasing partial strugg

kers for better ‘workin

g te's_t'imo'riy‘} to'the shoddiness o
“to its “weak- intrj ‘
“to stave: off: th

lan class unity




,’,Proposeel Amendments
to the Fourteen Points

The Eighth Plenum of the RWL adopted
five amendments of a politically secondary-
" and' formulation nature to the Fourteen Point

- Programmatic Declaration; " these are being
‘submitted to the International Contact Commis-

“ sion. The-amendments arose on the basis, of
discussion with the affiliated sections of the
ICC, patticularly on the National Question, and
other' organizations such as ‘the League for a
Revolutionary - Workers Party.

Three of the amendments deal with the
National Question in Point 9 of the 14 Points .
(The Road to Power).

The first of these is the terminological sub-

" stitution of “national revolution” for the term

“bourgeois democratic” in the sentence deal-.

_ ing with the social revolution in backward
countries. This sentence would read:

“In colonial countries and economically
backward countries, the first phase of the so-
cial ‘revolution will be the national revolution
“(agrarian), but this phase: will continue into. the
. prolélarian phase”.

. The next two amendments to Pornt 9 deal
-Wxth the right of self-determination.” The first
of these deletes the phrase "oppressed minorit-

. ies” and substitutes the phrase “oppressed na-
tions.” * The sentence now reads: "Marxrsts
fight for the right of self-determination for op-
pressed nations and national ‘minorities as an
-auxiliary slogan”.  Then.in order to emphasize
the strategical approach to this question, the
next amendment is an added sentence follow- -
ing the' one dealing with the workers in col-
onial countries.: "They work to win the pro-
letariat of thegcolonial countries as workers,

.‘\/Iarmsts in the oppressor nation emphasize
thé right.of self-determination, but the Wworkers
of the oppressed nation, in order not to become
victims of national patriotism and in “order to
: 'oresent the position of internationalism, em-
"asize the unity of the workers in the oppres-
-.~.sed country with the workers of the oppressed
nation”.
.+ For a further elaboration of these amend—
ments on the National Question and the Right
of Self Determination, we refer you to the doc-
. ~ument. QN: THE- NATIONAL -QUESTION (LN.,

document of the Revolutronary Communists of

for the proletarian revolution. (then add) The .

Germany Wthl’l w1ll be published as «a sup

‘plement as soon as technical facilities permit,

The next amendment, dealing with the ques-
tion of parties under the Dictatorship of the
_Proletariat in Point 10, is for the purpose of
emphasizing .that the possibility of non-Mar-
xist parties being assimilated in a process
which' can only proceed very rapidly. To the
quoled’ sentence, the phrase which we" here
print in bold face is the amendment. -“"Howev-
er, certain parties,- groups or factions “which

in the first period of the Workers State accept.

ils foundation priciples will continue to exist
.wilh full freedom- of expression within the
bounds of the new society until they are by a
natural process, which will be of short dura-
tion, merged with the Marxist Party, or until

_ their policies drive them into fundamental op--

‘position with. the new society, -at which point
they must be suppressed”’.

For a discussion of the question, we refer
you to the section “"Meaning of Workers: Dem-
ocracy” in the article “Character of the State
in the Soviet Union”. I N. October, 1939,
Vol. I, No. 3, page 12,

In Point 11 -—— The Contratdictions of Cap-
italism — «a formulation error was made in
dealing with the .question of surplus value.

"This error was called to our attention by the
League for a Revolutionary Workers' Party (see. =
their document and the .Reply of the Contact. ..’

Commission,I N. Feb., 1940, Vol. 2, No. 2)

. The amendment proposes to delete the

second to last sentence: "The difference bet- .

ween the value of the labor and the value
of the commodities produced by use of that
labor power is surplus value”. And to sub-
stitute: “Although the value of the commodi-
ties produced includes the dead labor (con-
stant capital) of previous productive. opéera-

tions,, etc., the commodities also include, over - -

and above the necessary. labor. (variable cap-
ital) a surplus labor (surplus value) which the

capitalists obtain for nothing by virtue of their

ownership .of ‘the means of production. This.

.surplus value 1s approprialed by the exploitors -

in the form of rent, intereést and profits".

These amendments have been. submitted

.+.Feb., 1940, Vol. 2 No, 3) and also the lengthy + by the:R-W.L, for favorable action by the Con- L

tact Commission. L ‘ o

—t —

" . onial and dominion sidius i€ more than an ab-

" formality of the allegiance to the -crown.

- AUSTRALIAN NATIONALISM
. Ism

ia's role in‘ the last war was that of :primary “°,

and raw miaterials. . But since ‘that time. there

There is certainly no rampant nationalism to vrar economy Steel output r0sé, ln 1939

: as. yet in Australia. It is not an issue in the 1y 20% over’ *1938.  There ‘has also been an ‘:
¥ Labor movement, altho it is not 1mposs1ble expansion of ‘the - cotton textile industry Exist-v

that the %‘ali'ns's may try’ to- whip up. some 'ing woolen mills are working:to capacity Alr-

‘."jf.‘enthuela"m for a breck with Britain. It is not “craft factories are producing planes... Machine

an. issue because the -difference between col-  tools and plant can now: be turned. out locally.
From this perspective of general’ industrial~ ;
straction. ‘There is no British army of occupa- teclm‘cal development.... the question arises: ..~
tion in Austratia.. The crmed forces are res-  what will be the effect on British—Australian res .

ponsitle to the Federal government. Insofar lations? It is true that this industrial expan-
" as *he goverment differs in form, from the Brit-  gjon has been built-up 'primarily “with the aid.

ish system- of government, it affords a higher ', of British (and American) capital. * But it is by

- degree. of nominal “democracy, (e. . no no means precluded that- even the ‘British .in-".
" "House of Lords" but instead an elected Senate vestors may approve a considerable measure e N

en the U. S. paitern), Australian relations with  of nationalist pOllCY —. S0 1ong as the prohts S
" non-Empire countiies -has recently entered on .. SRR

continue to roll in.
a new phase wrth the sending of a Minister
to the United States. British dominion of Aus-

etc. ”Loyalty” is paying very well for the,f,i
' present L

, : ‘ In the first “'Great” war Australias role“"
There is a certain conflict of interests bet-  was that of a large colony, expected to'glve ...

ween. British imperialism and ‘Australian cap-  to the “last man and the last shilling” in 'sup- "+
" jialism in the economic sphere. From this point ‘port of the “Mother country”.

‘But it is clearly-
« nationalistic movement may develop in the stated by all boss class representatives, save,
future: there are some indications - that such a - those whose: interests are most. closely linked
process is now in its initial stages. Austral- . to Bntcun' that the “security of Australia i;'
hrst concern. . ,

producing - country, supplying chiefly troops - :

‘has beén a consistent and rapid development PRESENT GOVERNMENT WEAKENING
of secondary 1ndustries

" In the last 25 years there has been an'in- Ccuntry Party,
crease of 11,000 new factories; an increase of. ducing intere e
230,000 faciory employees; the met value of - and’ pro British T
production of Australian manufacturing indus- ,
tries has increased from 63. million to 197, 000.-
'000 pound sterling.  In" l9l3 14 1mports repres-
.ented 25% of the nahonql income, -in~1938-39
.only 15%. There has- been’ a population in

~crease. of 40% Lot

In the arena of_Federal politics, th U ted

rnterests,

section that. un
» 1nterests
This process received 1ts mitial impetus
. during the -abnormal s1tuation engendered bY

the first Great war. A L

'ment had been completed by the outbreak oi
the war, SO the reqmsite ~'plant and technica

Britain is Australias principal customer,.‘-.‘ S

iralia is economic, not political, save thru the . taking the whole of the wool clip, also: huge “.:‘-.i_.
purchases of wheat, butter, base metals, sugar,



: money is bemg spent WJthout thought for fu-
ture Austrahan capltalist prohts '

The "Labor party . whlch has the support .
" of some local manufacturing . interests, and
may serve as-ihe vehicle of a future nationalist’
campaign, stands ~ for: “adequete’ defense’,
- “complele national and economic  security”.

A resolution of the May ‘39 Conference of the -

ALP. reads, "We maintain that Australia will
adequately play its -part in Imperlal defence

by the maintenance of the. 1nv101ab1hty of the ~

Commonwedlth of Australia”.
~.The recent Corio by-election was’ fought

on the issue of war policy, resulting in ai over--

whelming victory for the “Labor’ candidate:
While the s1thcance ‘of this has no doubt
been qreatly exaggerated, still it gives a gen-
eral indication of how the wind is blowing. A
deleat of the Menzies-Cameron government in
December (or earlier) is far from -unexpected,
.. Curlin (AL.P. leader) by the way has announ-
" ced his intention of not.increasing but main-
taining  existing military establishments over-

- seas, by volunteer replacements.” Even. under -

~ the U.A.P.-U.CP. up to the present, Australia’s
role.in the second "Great” war is'vastly dif-
ferent from that of 1914.

It is estimated that Brltaln is spendlng
48.3% of the nalional income on war purpos-
.es. Australia’s expendifure is 12.5%. The
Queensland Bureau of Industry es tundtes that
‘not ‘more than 8% of the total national income
will actually be spent on war this year. In
1914 the expenditure was 14%. Of,the war
etpendlture at that time more than half was
raised by loan in London. This ime there will
‘be no borrowing from England :

and WllSOl’l, Commonwealth Stat1st1c1an, has
estimated that in 1932-39 there Was an excess
of nen-sterling payments over receipts of over

14,000,000 pounds, and at the present rate of im-

portatioh this must rise to 18,000,000 pouinds.

" Australia seeks in London the dollar exchange
- fo cover imporls of machinery, petrol tobacco, :
“teq; textiles, yams, elc., from non-sterling coun-
tries, principally US.A, Japan, and Nether

land’'s East Indies. .

But the Anglo-French bloc as a whole is
faced with the nocessily of conserving dollar
credils and there have'already been signs of
a conilict betwean Brilish and Australian in-

terests on this point. It is evident that cerlain.

lecal inlerests weuld agree, to. a cut on imports
froin Furopean non-slerling countries, but are

hotly opposed to a wider application. The cur- .

rent bickering over petrol restrlcuon iS sym-
ptomattc . .

GREATER DI‘PENDENCE ON U. S.

Broadly - speaking we can conclude that

while Australia’s * financial position will - pro-

_gressively improve within the sterling bloc, it
will' deteriorale outside the bloc, particularly N
with regard to the Unilad States. It is beyond .

the scope of this letter to predict the future

ratio beiween the two processes, or to what -
dogree the opsiaiien of this factor may be af-
fecled by Uniled States maneuvers calculated

to wean Austiglia from adherence to the Brit-

“ish’ allegianice. (It. must be remembered that

while Britvin and Australia are closely linked
by the golden ties of commerce, the opinion

iz held by perhaps the majority. of Australiom

capltahsts that “our” future interests lie in the

" Pacific regions. There are hopes of an expan-
-sion of traoe with India, South Africa and more

BIG WAR GAINS - - — -

In many respects Australia’s position at

" present is similar to that of csrlain: neutrals,
stonding to benefit from the war. :The balance
of trade with Britain is improving and- should

- continue to improve. .All warlime purchases
by Britain add greatly to Australia’s overseas

credits, represented largely by the. London
funds. As the London funds increase, the ques-:

‘'n will arise of an adjusiment of the exchangs -

rate. or repairiation of portion of the Australian

" debt. "Either way there is the prospect of Brit-
" ains findancial domination -‘weakening:

“sAustralia’s pos1tlon with regard to the non-
sterlfiig “bldc pletsents an entirely different pic-
turen¥hierd ister defieit on @ll’ commercial trans-

iy acttons with the non-sterlmg couniries. Dr. Rol-

East (which is the Near North to Australial)
and New Zealand. Australian capitalism has
long been embarrased by Britain's Iapanese
policy.) - :

-~ As regards the internal prospects for the
immediate future, it is widely expected that.
‘there will be a period of prosperity. . The daily

papers indicate that the unemployed “prob-

lem" is.in process of reaching a lemporcry:
~and pdrtial solulion through enlistments and
‘through lnCI\.C( sed opportumttes for employ- :

mont

But even laking optlmlstlc predlctlons at
theit facc valug; and providing thai no unex-

: pecw.d cevelopments occur to counter-balance
4he arlthcral war-stlmulus, it must be emphas-'

partlcularly Netherland's” East Indies, the Far.-

L {zed that any resultant "prosperity”’ would be-
entirely abnormal, and could only be of. short -

duration, foq_lowed by an economic “crisis” of
recerd intensity. In the earlyrpart of 1939 a
“recessicn’’ was threatening. As the bour-

geois -econcmists’ put it “the time had come”

for consolidation rather than for further expan-

sion”.” The outbreak of war'a few months ledt-

er provided an efféctive ' corpse-revrver —_—
for the time ‘being. Anticipations of prosperity

in the near fufure rest ‘'upon the assumption .

that because of the war, Britain-(and other Em-
pire countries, and possibly France) will have
to buy from Australia on dn enlarged scale. -

. But should the struggle with Germany ser-

" jously sharpen, Britain will soon begin to de-

mand “unstinted sacrilices” from the Domin-
jons, will réquire unqualified agreement in

- practice ‘with the theory that- Fmpire delense

must center around -what suits ' London best.
Consequently the underlying divergence bet-
wesn the interests of British imperialism and

Australian capltallsm would soon . become ap~ '

parent.

In’ thls regard, it seems probable that the!

recent developments 'in Norway are the pre-
lude to an accentuation of the struggle bet-

ween Britain and Germany for the hegemonv

of Europe

LONDON OR WALL STREET

On the other hand conflict w1th Russia
weul® bring the war aangerously close to.
- home (as .a glance at the map will show).

Also Russian strategy would cerlainly include
a drive .against the British in India, by direct

. military action coupled with pszudo-revolu-

tionary agitation: from inside. Differences wrth

: :,Brltam would go into abeyance and the ‘war
‘_‘"‘,vwould become an alkinfight, so far as the
£ local capltah',ts are concerned.

to follow a lead from oversea_'_

So far the war ‘has made Titt] ’difference
to the everyday life of the. people
« long way from the locaticn of. hostllitles,
there is a widespread feehnq ‘of “immunity
Food raticning. is unthought of; there is_sh
~age cf some..commodlttes due to shtpptng

ulties ‘and import cuts, but.on the’ whole no real Bt
privations.  Statistics: show that the Tise"in. 'the;: :

cost of living ' is very slight the" lowest of -{he
group comprising: Britain - ‘and the. ‘Domiinion

and this is borne .out- by ordinary - experlence ':'
There are more soldiers.about than usual,” but
men in civilian clothes are still far in the ma)-
ority. There is of. course no ARP. save-as a

romantic hobby for. soc1ety women and- hme— :
lighters. Up to the present there has been httle

interference with “civil hbertles, save- thrOugh :
censorship of matls "Newspapers' and radio.
stalions are cooperating with the. authorities in '
“an. unobtrusive censorshlp, that -has . hardly
. any dlﬁerent result from that of peacetlme ed- o
ltlng e :

¢

srmxns on INCREASE . .. |
There have' been numerous strJLes since,f

“the outbreak of war, even s.uccessful strikes o

as for example at the South Melbourne Rolling ™
Mill last month. Seamen have demanded-in- -
creased rates or refused-to go into war zones.
Many of these were Lascars” who made con-.'
lact with the local unions,»_i i

The most s1gnif1cant event in- th‘e labor’»
movsnient since the outbreak of the wa
coal strike affecting about” 25, 000 miners, ‘¢

- many others indirectly. {(The Broken Hill.
rietary ‘and the Austrahan Iron: and=Stee

Above. all we must remember that: over-

“soas capilal supports . Australia, Should this-
. support {ail,the whole pretentious edlhce of

Australian capltalist economy must tnevit_ e

ably collapse.

In the event of a clash Wllh the interests

" of British imperialism, the best that - Austrahan

- award 'operated‘

Iuly 39 and

capitalists can hope for, 'wotild be to exchange -

the domination -of London for that of Wail St

And toking class factors. into consrdcrahon

for a moment, it is evident that a revolutionary :

upsurge, e.:pccxally within the Emplre, would ’

have momentous “repercussions ‘in’ Australm
Australia is not likely to"be first.in- revolutton,
but the w_._orkersof this country will not b sl \




" By now the-position has become acute.
' The government has issued. an ultimatum to
" the miners, and threatens to ‘work the mines
by "free labor” under "some form of protec-
tion", C SR '
, Simultaneously with the anti-sirike cam-
paign an é;tr'xti-red drive’ is being fostered. The
governmen} has declared ils intention of "deal-
" ing with the menace of Commniunisia’’, has in-
troduced an clmost complete censorship of cer-
"tain papers, including the .principal organs of -
. the Communist Party; they are forbidden to
" discuss or commient on such subjecls as th»
" war, Russic, the coal strike, ete. Further meas-
_ ures are expected. ' L
. The Labor Party has suffered a split. Jack
Lang, one time famous as the "Red” Premier
of N.S.W. has led a break-away from the Fed-
ercal Labor Party, on an anti-Communist-basis.
This might give the impression that the major-

 Appearance

ity se

. A .
ction of the Party is under Stalinist in-

fluence. However, the majority .secticn is in

reality entirely "respectable”. There are.some . .

Stalinists who have taken advantage of the

“apathy of the rank and file.to slip into promin-
" ent positions in the union movement, but -the

exient of their influence is more apparent than
real. All the same, should the gavernment in-’
tensify the anti-Communist drive the result will
be. ihct the Stalinists will gain in prestige, and

will receive considerable rank-and-file support..
. They are of course making all the capital they -

‘can- from the coal mine strike.

It femains to be seen whether the miners
will continue the sirike in defiance of the gov-
ernment, in which case a sharp conflict of class
fcrmes may ke expected. The government ul-
limatum is up next Monday. -We will write
you again after this point has been decided.

April 24, 1940.

and Reality

- a Study in Dialectics

- .The confusion betwee:
réality has had in recent years a profound ef-
fect on the .revolutionary movément. With the
defeats of the revolution the eminent revision-
ists have "gone back” to "realism’’ — very
much like the eminent revisionists of 1807 went
back to "'god-building”. | , ' ‘

_ Oddly enough the opportunists and the ul-
tra-lefis meet on common ground in this con-

fusionism. We propose to deal’ with four. of .

the . outstanding theorétical questions of recent
years and to show this confusion of appear-
ance and reality as an underlying factor in
revisionism. R ’
Let us deal with the attitude in America
towards the Congress for-Indusirial Organiza-
tion; the Spanish Civil War; the question of

the Trotskyite French Turn; and the Soviet Un--

on, . .

'L — THE C. L O.

.The app’eardnce of the CIO in 1935 was

hdilgd in the United States by the opportunist

1 appearance and Socialists, Lovestoneites, Stalinists omd Trots-

kyites as a progressive step. of "momentous”

importance. The ultra-lefts, on the other hand, '

mechanically dismissed it as a new form of
AFL and continued their absentionist role i
the trade union movement -— no participation.

In APPEARANCE it seemed to the oppor-

‘unists that John L. Lewis and his coterie had = -

tumed over a new leaf and were now ready
{o organize millions of mass industry workers
in a struggle against capitalist wage condi-
tions. IN REALITY, however, the basic factor

behind the CIO was the objective material

conditions, — the depression, mdss unemploy-
ment, lower living standards, etc.,— which

were driving the masses spontaneously into

indusirial forms of union organization. The ad-
vent of the Lewis CIO machinery was merely

. to shackle this movement and keep. it within .
the bourgeois framework, on the old reaction-

ary policy of class collaboration.
For 2 or 3 years Lewis was unable to k‘;ain'

Militant Workers Leaguebi Austmiiu. ;

.

i
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‘co‘i’ﬁple‘te cohtfol of this giant movement inher- ; | took ‘the offensive
“sence of a - Marxian . policy” by the.proletar

~ent'in the decay of capitalism. The opportun-
- ists,
ed to the militant strikes in auto, steel, etc,
as proof of the progressiveness of the CIO. .As
soon as Lewis, however, . was ‘able to place
-_his burocratic straitjacket on the mass move-
ment, in 1938 -or thereabouts, the relationship

between the rank-and file and Lewis became -
_crystal clear.- The "progressiveness.’ of the

CIO was in REALITY no different than that of
the AFL; it merely-had to contend in its early

- years with a powerful class ‘pressure undar-.

“neath, which forced it to take on militant AP-
- PEARANCES. -~ ' _ .

The opportunists confused the real pro-
gressiveness of class relations, of the class
‘pressure of the proletariat, with the role of the
labor faker to behead that movement. The ul-

~ tralefts, ‘on the. other hand, are so blinded by
the redctionary role of the leadership they dis-

regard the REALITY of the class forces under- .

neath. Having found a parasite feeding on
" a healthy working class instrument —'an el
ementary .organization of workers for economic
© purposes — they propose to relieve the union
© of parasitism by relieving the union of itself,
by abstaining from work in the mass trade

‘unions, by -condemning the UNIONS (THE RE-

ALITY) because of the reactionary policies of

_the leadership: the superficial APPEARANCE .
+. of the Union in. its day to day acts — without
understanding the Adialectical relationship of

these two factors.

"I — SPANISH '.CIvn. WAR

Similar errors were made in the Spanish

Civil War of 1938-38. The opportunists per-
sisted in considering the struggle as one bet-
ween “democracy” — bourgeois democracy—

and fascism. They could not for ‘the life of

them. understand-the BASIC factors underneath. .

the struggle.. Sinceé- Azgna was the NOMINAL
‘head of the government and Negrin. the ad-
- ministrative head, since both gentlemen _Weré
confirmed bourgeols democrats; the struggle

still_enamoured of APPEARANCES, point-.

'pbehead the revolution.

ok ‘the 'offensive {in"th

form of fascism’

leadership) to carry out. precisely ‘this

'in the crisis there oppeared -coir_;ﬁl,i’ct'ifig, our- -

geois economic interests and c

ods of -keeping - the working in,
The Azanas and the :Negins .and the Cabal-. - -
Yeros were forced by the underlying “REALITY -~

of a MATURING PROLETARTAN -REVOLU-. - '
TION 1o take on the APPEARANGE of fighting - -
Fascism, precizely in order to suppress, ‘check, - .
" Those who. were not .
s~ ke the former ° - .
and.the Friends of Dur-:

blinded . -by appedrcnces, - like
lelt wing of the POUM ‘
yutti, were able  amply'to show at every. siage
how the aims of the
French Imperialism cnd the Franco agents of
German-ltalian Imperialism coincided, that on-

gree.

The obportunists, from Negrin down to the :

Trojskyists, who saw only the ‘appearances, " -’
who conceived of the struggle as one between::. -
. bourgeois  democracy and fascism, - helped

bury the REALITY, the underlying proletarion
revolulion, by -supporting capitalist democracy -

in its nofarious deeds. . (Naturally the dearee | o
- “and method of

support differed, but the result - - o)
‘was the same).-

The ‘good" ulira-lefts, with théir ':us,uallqb-,,'ju
stentionism, took one

EADERSHIP of the struggle and hid their. =

heads in the sand. - So long as Azana and
Meqrin were at the top and so long «as_ they |
were supported by - Anglo-French- Imperialism :

.the war could be nothing but a:‘reactionary -
imperialist war. The objective. REALITY, the "
erbryo soviets, workers. militias, the profound .
crisis of capitalism — to all. these" things' the

ultra-lefts were blind. = Like the bourgeois his

torians they explained history merely in terms’:
of the names of the ruling monarchs. - =~ :

11l — THE FRENCH TURN.

That even our. m
Dialectics, .our "bést’’

contimn -of Dialectics;
was merely between them-and 'thetcon_firm_ed‘}/' nt by
fascists in thé other general headquarters, |

They based their whole strategy on ’APPEAB"—_A' s

-ANCES.

The  REALITY, however,. was Infinitely 1y

. more significant. - Spanish “capitalism . had:

" reached :a-stage .of .complete: breakdown

could niow exist only by ‘complete st'.lvppres_siof".;‘v“: s

of the - prolearian - organizations. « The ‘Spemish’

Lovalist agents of Anglo- . c

ly the methods differed and only to a sli‘ght_rdej o o

look “at the 'CURRENT- - 4



: geois state”. A truly amazing sentence! So-
¢ial democracy had so changed that the fate
‘of the whole proletariat, of the proletarian rev-
olution, .depends on 1ts mal’lng a few addition-

al changes :

What actually happened? "Under the pres-
‘sure of the lethargy and - treachery of Aus-
Arian Social-Democracy, which controlled more
than half of the Austrian: people, the majority
was disarmed and slaughtered by a semi-fas-

cist small minorily. On the heels of the defzat’
. in Germany, rank.and file socialists through-
out the world became . disillusioned with the

~ role of. thelr party. They begem to read Iemn
“(end even Trolsky) and to search for a REV-
OLUTIONARY, not a REFORMIST way out.

Sensitive - of this REALITY the socialist
leaders, precisely in order to keep the develop-
merit” within reins, began- to giye lip service
. to many revolutionary PHRASES — an iden-
. tical phenomenon with what happened during
“the first World ‘War when the social- chauvin-
ists began to vote’ against war credits only
when mass pressure against- the war had be-
. gun t» reach decisive importarice.:

Tintsky confused the REAL pressure of ihe
_rank: and file socialists, based on the OBJEC-
. TIVE events, with the hypocritical cloak of the
‘socialist traijors. Instead of taking this real
development of.the rank and file.and cutting

" its umbilical cord. from the fakers WHO NOW"

. APPEARED in .a left. or semi-left garb, he fur-
ther wedded the disillusioned militants to the

~Totten burocracies, to the treacherous errors -

-of social-democracy.

1

The Marxists at the time. pomted out—what
events confirmed 100065 < that.soclal,demo-'

cracy, or any reformist or centrist grouping,
cannot be reformed; that to win over its mem-
bers it was necessary to smasri the apparatus,
program and leadership cl ihe degenerate In-
tematlonal to expose the- nypocrltlcal "left-
ness” of its Leon Blums and Caballeros. * The
Marxists dealt with the underlying REALITY

and took APPEARANCES only as a guide to -

secondary strategy—such as sending in small
groups into the Socialist Parties, the tactics of
. exposing the leadership, etc.

The u1tra-1efts, recoiling from Trotsky op—
portunism, again brought forward their absien-
tionist politics. Nothing had changed for them.
Blum was still Blum and Vandervelde, Vander-
. velde.., In the vulgar empirical sense this is

to the 1eadersh1p of the proletarlat these words

have no meaning; they do -not explain dyn-i:
amic events, the leftward ferment inside the.

ranks of social-democracy. The ultra-lefts pro-

claimed that negotlatlons with a left-centrist iy
group or any other is "anti-Marxian”; that a
Party can not be buili TO ANY DEGREE

'ihrouqh unifi'"ation with any splinters, group-
lets, or other groups — only by 1nd1v1dua1 Te- .

cruitment. . S~

Trot.;ky overemphasized and dislorted the
fole of social-democracy; the ultra-lefts com->
plelely disregard. the pressure of the rank and.

file revolutionists. For both the appearances
the role of Social-Democracy ‘is decisive; only
ecch in his own- way gives a dliferent lnter-
pre«auon of that role.

V. — THE 'SOVIET UNION

The confus sionism of appearances qnd re-

alily is probably most pronounced in relalion
to the question of the ‘Soviet Union. The ultra-

left position (shared by the way by the refor- .
" mists and many London Buro centrists, as well
~as many of the new Schachtman-Burnham-

Troisky centrisis) is that the.Soviet Unjon is

not a Workers Siate ‘because at the helm -is.
the counter-revolutionary force of - Stalinisin.
The' opportunists, on the other hand (we "are’
speaking of opportunists and u1tra-1efts just on -

this one.position) claim that because the Soviet

. Union . is progressive, because Stalinism has its

rcots in the Soviet property relations, Sialinism,
i0o, . pldys a progressive role — at least on
many occasions. This second position is shar-
ed only by the oiflclal Trotskyists -and, their
near of kin. -

It might ke pomted out in passing that the
overwhelrnmg ‘majority of the labor movement
have: an u]tra—lo[t position- on this one point.
And that is not at all strange; because’ starling
on the same METHOD of confusing appearan-
ces with reality, on this most difficult question

they all manage to disregard the fundamental -

questions of the Ociober Revolution and lts

new mode of production.

Let's examine it a little more closely. -
The basic property relations of . October

- are brought-into relation with the rest of the '

world through the parasitic burocracy-—Stalin-
ism — which is undermining .it. Every single

.act of this burocracy is reactionary. The AP. -
'PEARANCE that the Soviet Union makes is

thus limited to the reaction -
true. But in the relatlonshlp of class pressure ,_,“ ory method of Sta

linism. _ In 1ts relations with ‘the proletarlat in-

— 10 —

-

_side the Soviet Union and its relationship out-
- side, Stalinism has ‘an dnti-working - class

method and role. It warps the development
of the Soviet Union towards socialism, as well

as the development of the world proletariat
toward revolution.

A HEALTHY Workers State. and the pres-
ent DEGENERATTED Workers State have en-
ormous differences. The warpings by Stalin-
ism cause it to take on different forms, appear-
ances; bring on the development of anti-wor-
king 'class measures. But the basic REAL
characteristics, still obtain. The elimination of
the contradiction between socialized produc-
tion .emd individual appropriation; the elimin-
ation of the social relations of capitalism; .the
substitution of state ownership and appropria-

tion, planned production, etc., constitutes a’
~ new REALITY as counterposed to capitalism.

True, that reality has no opportunity of .
playing the salutary role in world politics and

~ even within Russia that we Marxists expected

from a healthy Workers State.  But we dre,
dealing here with an underlying redality, wrth
a POTENTIAL which is deeply rooted and can

be eliminated only by the counterrevolution °
“of the bourgeoisie against the present regime.

Capitalism can never be developed
peacefully into - Socialism. It has nothing in
common with it EXCEPT-IN CERTAIN APPEAR-
ANCES, such as its large -trusts, post-offices
run by the government, etc. The Soviet Union,
however, even under Stalinism' has the basic
elements that can be transformed continously

. towards socialism, even though in many AP-

PEARANCES (i. e. its frame-up frials) it seems

- copitalist. And it is precisely this POTEN-

TIAL, this basic UNDERLYING characteristic e

of the Soviet Union which the Marxists are .
concerned in defending. ’

The vulgar' empiricists of the' ultre-lefts
and reformists — who are united on this major -
point — are concemed only wrth the tempor-

ary APPEARANCE in which the ‘Soviet Union- - ‘
presents itself, the Stalinist usurpatlons, exces-"

ses, and counter-revolutionary acts. .,

‘On the other- hand the opportunlsts oi the . -
Trotsky type again see in Stalinism the pro-
gressive traits which ‘in reality belong only to -
the Soviet Ul’llOl’l They confuse, as usual,

_the revolutionary character of the Workers
State with some of the acts of Stalinism. "In-" -

sofar’’ as Stalinism “defends” the Soviet Union,
they claim it is progressive As if Stalinism
can ever be progressive; as if, again as “in the

case of Social Democracy, the labor fakers of *~

the CIO, elc., it.were not the social character-
istics of the October Revolution that is progres-

sive and causes Stalinism: o' take on .in-cer- -

tain. instances an' APPEARANCE of 'defend-

_ ing" the Soviets, whereas in reality its acts ob- "' -
jectively in every instance undermine the Wor- -
kers. State, continue its..warping, check the -

world revolution, strengthen imperialism, ete.}’

The confusionism ref:the: opportunists thus = =~

complements the confusiérism of the ulira-

“lefts. For Marxian diqlectlcs — the study of -

the - contradictions in ,pﬁenomena and their - .
development — these, pe le have substituted . -
purely empirical crlteria fhe superf1c1a1 study .
of tiny facis in a vacuum, without. their rela-".

tionship to OBJECTIVE. REALITY o basle

materlal conditions.
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X History has placed before the working

class today a situation which must be met with .
“the application of’ Marxist revolutionary tactics.-
"We speak spoCifically about the pres '*nt Pres-

idential ‘eleclion campaign in the u. S A.

This election campaign occurs in this per-
iod when the greater part of the world is invol-
ved ‘in the economic, political ‘and- military

"spread and developments of .the ‘second’ world "
" war. Campaianing goss on in this period when
‘the masses of the worLers and othet toilers and
oppressed people find thémselves ' disoriented
‘ from a revolutionary road.

Everywhere reformism serves its ‘ends by
{urther demoralizatlion -of  the working ‘class;

-fvrtlver shackles placed on it by the trade un:
" ivns and other workers: organizations with false .

s deadly bursacratic leadership which leav-
* es the workers in growing confussion imbued
with .a growing spirit of defeatism.

Open and naked ‘reaction everywhere is
" making headway and consolidating its gains.
This is clearly seen.in the more or. less success-
ful drive against.the trade unions:.by the use

of 'such shiboleths as “trust busting” and pur-.
ification of the labor movement’ and the var- .
ious, drives against so-called “Labor”’ racket- .
‘eering. It is seenin the drive against the civil |
rights of the people in the matter of free speech,
free press and peaceable assemblage and par-.

ticularly ' in: the drive against- workers demo-~
cratic rights. _' v

'THE wom{ms VOTE TACTIC

‘In order to properly meet this situation the
Revolutionary Workers League has decided to
enter into this election campaign by means ot

a: workers vote factic involving the actual run-
ning of national candidates -for president and °

vice president dnd attempting, where-ever pos-
sible; to get the League candidates on the bal-

“lot and, where such cannot be accomplished _

-to conduét a campaign to secure write-ins of

flie names of the League's candidates on the'

regular ballots in- the fall election. :

This action of the . Leagues will be met
w1th various criticism from .the- Gentlemen
of the "Right”, and from the camp of theultm-
lells as well as by certain doubts and risqiv
ings among some of the more ClCIS.rCOTlSClOUS
and developed workers who, as yet, are not
too clear.on just what role partic1pation in par-
liamentary aclion plays in the application ot
" Marxist revolutionary tactics. - It is our purpose
‘here 1o’ answer our critics from the right aad
from the ulfra-leflt and’ to generally clarify tho
League position on the question.

We begin by quoting a portion of paraq
raph two — section four — of the Communis
Manifesto: "“The Communist fight " for the - at
tainment of the immediate aims, for 'the enfor
cement- of momentary interests of the working
class; but in’'the- movement of the present, they

“also represent and take care. of the future of.’
" that ‘movement”..  In this quotation is -found

- the. correct theory goveming the’ applicahon'
“of the Marxist line, to. revolutionary practice

“and also in it'is found the e:(poSure of the re-
- formists and opporlunisis of all stripes,

What, then, are the immediate aims of the:
‘working masses? They are to' wage a fight
against unemployment; to- build .and defend. -
their labor unions, etc.; to fight. for higher wa- -
‘ges ‘and belter working ‘conditions, shorter -
hours, eic; to struggle for larger work pro-:
eniployedgkaaxS 123456 7890$-. 123456 1234

. gram appropriations for greater numbers of
the unemployed at trade union ‘rafes of pay;
1o iight for higher standards of direct relief for
- ngreater. numbers and wider categories of the.

‘jobless; to extend and defend their -civil ond:

democratic righis against the growing hordes

of reaction as well as against the. open drives

-of local and naticnal governinent against ‘those
rights; to provent the involving of the American

werking class and the! other. oppressed ond

‘toiling peoples in the slaughter of the second
world war., - Yes, all of these are among the

“major immediale aims of the working masses. :

-—12—.'

EXPOSE REFORMISTS

~ Are the above immediate aims before the
class today - involved as issues in the current’
national” election campaign? It only needs a .

glance at the campaign material of the Repub.

~ lican and Democrdtic -parties; of -the Socialist

and Communist parties; of the so-called Third
and’ ‘Communist parties; of the ‘so-call Third

'.Party or "Labor Party” camp in order  to re-

‘alize that these issues are- paramount in the
current circus of Capitalist class politics. Each

" of these political camps réalize that these is- .

sues are the immediate aims of the masses of

exploited omd. oppressed and . realize clearly -
_that these issues cannot be ignored in the field
of .politics. Each camp;- therefore, works out .

its own method of approaching the masses on

 these issues. Methdds which, each in its own.
way, hides the ‘essential ‘fact that the OB]EC-

‘TIVES of the. methods are to enhance and pro-

tect the interests of the capitalist class and.
their prostitute lackeys.

The MCID'ISlS (,ANNOT IGNORE THESE,

ISSUES which constitute the immediate aims’
of the working class. - The Marx1sts, also, must

work out methods of meeting these issues and"
._apply ‘these . methods IN .THAT ARENA'-
: WHERE THE . MASSES OF ‘THE' WORKERS o
" WILL BE FOUND; 'in “the arena of . capitalist

politics, in this pqrticular ‘election period

With their control, 'of press and ra‘dio, with
their control of public forums and speakers'

i platforms, etc., as” well ‘as ‘with the able assist-
ance of .the _pulpit and the open and concealed

- support of the agents of capitallsm in'the'ranks' '

T and share-_croppers .umons, _of
- tions of the Negroes. To be

of and among the working clags:

" not, therefore, evade the election ‘cam
;They must meet it; expose its poison and fight

dagdinst-it. . Methods to “that. end must be de-
vised. ‘ Rt _
But - the Marx1sts methods of participation-'
in" the capitalist election campaign must Have

*.as their main and ultimate” obJectives no the-
enhancement and: protection -of the interests: of -

the capitalist system and of its’ bnbed ‘and paid;;.

lackeys, but the objective - of. exposure of ‘the

whole bourgeois ‘camp; including the electoral :

process.and the mobihzation of the’ workers tof'--”.*»"'

BREAK'UP and DESTROY that’ camp: andev-

. erything it représents. 'The means- to-that: end
is the struggle for the maximum possible"‘ eal

. AlllOl’l‘S of the" vanous camps and
- ‘camps. It must exgose. ¢ the polici

ena of life itself. r.im




