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Uiiesy cne vnderstands that ‘this is not a "neoples. war" regardless of how
many pecple participate in the war and -in.spite of the fact that many millions;
© of the pecpia will be killed, one cannof, fight agaihst fascism and for a last-. .
" inhg peace. This is an imperialist war, like the first world war, only worse:
wlth more Qc\;f,é.pangs; of de_cay capi'tal_"i*sm,. Tl o A

i © - Earl Browder, Stalinist leader in America, writing in the Oct.- 25, 1042
: N o ; R ~T- ) ’ 1t $ 3 . : . y & e iy ¢ 31y -
Mot Meeren e Hobt PO AN T RRRESS APBREEER TRl FIRSE HBSSBRE o
. characterize this war as a People's VWar of national liberation; but the fact
- that - the war, breaking out of the bounds of imperialism; has presented all
nations, even the imperialist powers; no alternative between destruction at
. the hand of the Axis.or victory on the condition of ‘alliance with.the Soviet
S ‘Union and. the liberation of nations, the abolition of the colonial -system."

@ ‘ Only Browder could jumble together so many errors-in so few words. ~If °.
: thig’is a people's war of national liberation, whom are we to fight? It is
“true we will have to. fight the Axis if we desire national liberation for the ' .
oppressed masses and national minorities. - But it is equally true that:-we L
..must oppose the leaders of the United Nation:bloc, the. British and the United -
- States, if we want national liberation for the colonial masses.” It isnot
England, with the support of the Roosevelt- group; that prevents the freedom .
of India? The British are using troeps.in -India to hold down the Indian rev-
~olution, a sufficient number that if released could drive the Japanese out of
" #Burma, The Chinese are using over a million troops to hold“in check the Red = .
. Armies of China; enough troops if released to drive the Japaneseé out of China.- -
This is the policy of the United States for whom the Nationalist Government is
- Just'a puppet. PR . - o - o ‘

oy

. The same. can be said of the masaes,inﬂAfrica-andrln,SouthsAmeriéa-ahd,"

other parts of the world. The United States and England are trying to use.

the war to. hold in check the hational liberation of these peoples. ' Facts a
mountain high prove this, and the slimy words of Browder cannot alter this. »
* If one wants'to fight for the "Pedples War of National Liberation" one must -
" not only fight the Axis'powers, but. also the two leading nations of the United

Nations Dbloc. , » C o ' ' e

' FALSE DEFINITIONS

R ,......u_.-_..

- Let us follow Browder's argument a little further. He says that even .
_ though imperialist TENDENCIES exist in the United Statés and Britain, there
are 'other "facts" that make for a peoples war... But“there are more then im- -
perialist tendencies in these countries. These countries are IMPERIALIST" .
‘countries ih every respect. S o T L
.. what are these "facts" that Browder speaks of? That, "all nations, .eve
“though imperialist powers, have no alternative between dcstruction at the hand
of the axis;" or "victory on the condition.of an alliance with the Soviet
. “Union, and the liberation of the nations, and the abolition of the colonial

'vQThese_Sb¥calIed’ﬁfﬂcts";or.“bonditibnsﬁgare'Iudic;pﬁ'”~
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In the first place Imperialism is not measured by guperficial character-
istics.. A "socialist® writer, Smith, made 2 similsr error at the turn of this
century when he wrote a book on "Imperizlism" and labelled every aggression in
history as "Imperialism”." Browder commits the opposite error. He labels the
war a "People's War" simply because Imperialism uses the CLOAK of demagogy,
'simply because it adopts gome of the FORMS of a people’s war. T

POLITICS AND ECONOMICS

. But.imperialism is measured in terms of economics. The breakdown of
-..capitalism has reached the most alarming stage of all history. This FACT

alone is worth more than all of Browder's fancies.  The breakdown of capital- - ..

“iem has necessitated AGAIN, efter-an interlude of 25 yesrs a NEW REDIVISICN of

- tha earth-for markets, for spheres of- influence and investment, Theee are the

REAL facts. The simple circumstance that the magses -of the world are consid-

ersbly disillusioned with the empty talk of "save the world for democracy®

. and ‘that the Imperialists must use even more leftswing demagogy - such as "the
Century of the Common Man®, the "Four Freedoms", "The Atlantie Chsrter®, etc.

'~ these simple things do not.in one whit alter the true character of the war. -

The ege of national liberation UNDER CAPITALISM is long long past. . The ~
Ruseian Pevelutien proved this conclnsively. The whole history of the suc-.
ceeding 25 years when not a SINGLE culonial couniry on earth was able to
throw aside the fetters of imperialist domination, proves it even more con-
clusively.. Domination of ‘a-‘colonial nation has changed from one power to .
another many times in small countries; i.e. Ethiopia, ‘but NOT ONCE has imper-

-ialist domination been overthrown entirely. R - L
. It is quite true.that American Imperialism has developed new FORMS of
‘ domination; instead of. outright military occupation it is most frequently con-
 tent to have ECONOMIC OCCUPATION and to rule through.puppets like Varga, . . °
“Trujillo, Batista, and Giraud. But: again, the basic factors of imperialism
‘are still there - export of capital and through it the exploilation of the
‘colonial masses for thr benefits of the home capitalists. Let the 5 cent a
day wages in Liberia and the 25 cent a day wages in -Porto"Rico testify to
 American Imperialism.- Let the vast empire of Britaih, bled white under the
“Lion's Whip, testify to the classic imperialist role of John Bull,

) If furiher testimony be needed let us just check the perSonhel'of the
Imperialist camp: Steitinius of J.: P. Morgan, Nelson of Sesrs Roebuck; Knud--

gen of General Motors, young Rockefeller of the 0il Oligarchy, Bullitt of the o

*. Roston Bankers, Morgenthau, Forrestal and a host of other agents of finance' -

capitalism, Willkie, the errand boy of J. P. Morgan, Jeffers, czar of Union
‘Pacifié, Wilson, head of General Electric, and so on and so forth. :
PR ‘ [ .
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or does Wall Street?

INTEENAG[OHAL  NEWS - ag 3

It is no novelty for Stalinism suddenly to have discovered the viriues

" of Imperialism. On October.31,. 1941, Molotov discovered the same “virties! .

in Germany that %.c now discovers in the United Nations.  "Germeny", Le sidy o
tten, "is in the position of a state striving for the earliest terminaivion of

“the war and for peace,. while Britain.and France... are in favor of contiruiig -

the war and are opposed to the conclusion of peace."

The Stalinists hailed the invasion of.Pbiand'by Hitler, just as théy

jtoday.hail~thelinzasion‘of North Africa by .the Allies.” At that time the in-

vasion.of Poland was a generous act’ that brought "pcace and order to the ter-

. ritory of former (!} Poland". And when the Nazis marched into Norway they
. had the full support of the Norweigian Communist Party, which remained for -

some time the only legal party in Norway outside of the Quislings. - -

Browtler's maih argument of course is the fact that the Americans are al-

1ied with the Soviet Union. But-does that change the character of imperial-"

ism? .Is the war being fought on the Soviet ‘program or on the Wall Strezt
program? Does the Soviet Union diCtaLe,the_po}iCy (e.g. .on the second front)

B

‘Browder has the whole thing turned upside down: It was not the govern-

- ments of Bashington and London that made a rigkt about face.. It was Stalin~

ism that came crawling to the Allies‘after the Soviet Union was invaded by |

' the fascist hordes. With or without an alliance of the Sovicts with the

United Nations, the Soviet Union is FORCED to fight a war of survival against

the axis - (as well as the other imperialists, which Stalinism still denies).

" If the United Nstions have not yet attacked the Soviet Union it is only

'because ‘of two factors: first they prefer to deal with one enemy at a time,
and secondly = ever though the Soviet Union and the Social Revolution are the

MAIN encmies, - the policies of Stalinism have so wcakened the revolutionary

strength of ‘the world working class and the Russian masscs (through the 20

year pact and such articles as thosc written by Browder) thst this battle can
be postponed for a little while yet. ' : 4 o

.

"WAR OF SURVIVAL®

. Browder says the “imperialiSt powers" must fight'a war for survival, ',
therefore they mist form an alliznce with the Soviets, liberate the nations,

" and abolish the colonial system. But so too must the Axis imperialists fightlv

a war of surviValuagaihst.the United Nations as much as England and the United
States: but it does not-follow that the Axis must have'an alliance with. the

- Soviets {even though Hitler used Stalinism in the first part of -the war) nor
" does it follow that the Axis will liberate the Natidns or abolish the colonial
_system. _ . - . R o

-

" Browder says, that is part of "....the problem of winning victory foh the

'fi United Nations, including capitalist and socialist countries,..v.it is clesr .
i that we do not place the abolition of imperialism in our program for victory."
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If the lcadershlp of the Unlted Nations are imperialist namlons and the
. AXis are imperialist nations, then it 'should be ¢lear even to a child that a
'_v1ctory of either 51de ‘CAN ONLY BE- AN IMPERIALIST VICTORY.

If the Pooples Whr 7Y in the Unlted Namlons 1mper1allst war camp domin~
.-aLed and if- this were a war ‘6f natioral Tiberation it would be short work to
free India a and release the millign troops holding-in check the Chinese Red -

" Army, To give up cxtrarterrltorlal "rights" AFTER the Japariese Thave already

”'taken these robber rights is like a bankrupt capltallst in the 1929 depre351on*'j

Who~"g1ve up" the right to- llve as hlgh and wild as he dld before.

The' number one Stallnlst stooge', in the Unlted Stames says, “accordlng to'

our understandlng of imperialism, its abolition requires the abolition of cap-
italism itsclf". 'This is absolutely true.  But. 1like the social-democrats of
the first world wary Browder is wise enough to add a few correct sentences,
w1th Marx1an telarity" in order to cover up h1° betrayal.
But in trylng to covc:—up hxs foul crime agalnst the working'class,‘he
leaves clues that anyone.can see. In plain English, Browder says he wants a
United Nations victory. under American and British Imperialist leadership with-
the contihuation of imperialisn and CAPITALISM AFTER THE WAR, Browder wants
“a CAPITALIST PEACE. R

o

- Historical condltions and the facts of the day. prove tha& PEACE, a'lastv'

ing peace from fascism, hunger, unemployment, starvation and new wars -can only

" be had on the basis of SOCIALIST PEACE.  If you have a capitalist peace of the

“United Nations you “have not destroyed.FASCISM You have only defeated its
growth in 2 couple of nations on the basis of DECAY CAPITALISM; and as. this
. decay sets in other "vigtorious nations" FASCISM will grow : and march - toward
Greater power, untll spopped by a VLcLorlous proletarian revolutxon.

Nov. 19, 1942
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ine CONSTI TUENTASSEM BLY in ndia”
_ The rumblings of revolutlon in- India and the sympathetlc v
stirrings of the masses of all Asis have struck terror .into the -

" hearts of the rulers of society and their lackeys. To dam up this

" tide, or at least to channeli-ze: snd direct the revolutionary storm

- (the philistines think this is possxble ), the ‘bourgeois apologists
"and socialist traitors have! come forth with slogans for national:

liveration, freedom- ‘and: 1ndependence.’ In-India even the: native
bourgeoisie trrough its - CongreSS'Party ‘calls Tor a Constituent.

- Assembly, vigualizing through this instrument the establlshment'of

a "de%ocratlc" capltallsm and a. bourgeois republlc.

IL is not aCC1denta1 that tte Allled powers are 50 anxious

“today 40 have a “democratic® constltuent assembly and parliament

set up in Germany and other parts of - Europe. In every case this
policy rests upon the_ hope of arousing the masses: to overthrow
‘the existinfg rulers, ‘make way for the would be rulers, but to’
stop there, not to touch the soc1o-cconom1c system 1tse1f not to
damage ‘capitalism and 1mper1a11om.
For 51m11ar reasons, Wall Strcet. favors a constltuent assem- .
bly in India--as a clubd that will smash:Britisk rule, so that. the

" ‘dollar and Arerican trade can penetratg freely. ”hat is what

‘American Imperlallsm means by a. "fro““ Indla.--.

The opportunlsts and llbcrals cannot concelve of the coming -

‘revolution as anything but a bourpe01s revolution, to develop in-

dustry and trade, rerove the sem1 feudal relatlonstlps in. the
village, create an indepe ndrnL peasantry owning 1its own ‘land - in

‘a word, to. estab11Qh an 1ndcpendenu capltallst nation in Lndia,

with 1ts own national bourgo0151e trat will perpotuate the ex-
p101tat10n and oppression of the massgs, but for its own benefit..

~The Constituent Assembly 1g Lhelr road ‘to this “orderly", . "demo-

cratlc" state.

CHAPACTFR OF THE INDIAN PFVOLUTION

Abstractlj, sincﬁ thu bourge01s natlonal revolutlon has not

'.yét . taken place in India, its occurance shou‘d be a progre851ve

step forward in comparlson to the present situation. But it is ah

_ ‘unreal and impossible conception. Hlstory tias OUUdated 1t..‘Im- %
;pcrlallsm will not permlt it. ' Srnals

o« -

Modern imperialism has . spread its tentacles to thn four'

'o'ners of the earth. The economic. and fihancial power of . thc*lmpefé

allst overlords has so 1nterpenetrdted the colonles,“_ 2k

R4
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‘d'ord and feudal elements,_and at. the same time has S0 1nter—-” o
“their .interests with each other and: with those of: 1mper1a1-;;
that a. social- revolutlon cannot ‘help but strike at tHe very
ts. ‘of the whole structure -.1mper1a11st and - napltallst relatlon~'
S that ¢rush the masses to the p01nt of destructlon‘ . N

: The revolutlon cannot stop at the polnt of an 1ndependent :
.?capltallst nation.  As soon as it gets under way the recipients.
““of"its-blows against the landed estates, the' taxes, the debt struc—
o' ture, the conditions on the plantatlons ‘and. in the factorles, and -

f:.agalnst the foreign army of occupatlon, will be the. 1mper1a11st

"'masters,.and w1th them the native bourgeols and°landlord forces. .

, ‘ Caplta ism: today 1s a closely 1nterrerated world system.. On-
g_a world ‘scale it is rotten with decay.  A bourgeols natlonallst
,_;revolutlon in the colonies,. if ‘unable to go ‘beyond the capitalist
';stage,'would be still-born, unable to cope W1tH the problems of.
-fsoclety.b The revolution will pass throug1 ‘many compllcsted agrar—”
“ian and national p?ascs, but it will go on-to a proletsrlan revo-
:41ut10n._ Nothlngels is on the order of the day

But pr CISLI becausc of tnc bdckward and relatlveIJ undevel--'Jﬁ

'Hoped economy, the. proletwrlan revolutlon must take into account ;
othe specific situation in the country the. partlcularlv the 1mnense
majority of peasants. ‘The pOllC“ of ‘the revolution must fit: the
SPGCI¢1 agrarian and democratic. demands., The vast masses of the
preasantrj scautered in nundreds .of thousands of v1113ges constltute
an. intermediary’ class unable to follow an .independent politcy. of

’fflts own.. They must be won as “llles to the proleterlat which

:ﬁthough small in’numbers, will prove the dec1s1v leuvenlng force
f)ln the struggle for tbe new. soclcty.

; j MARCH SEPARATELY STRIKE TOGFTHEP

o In the prcsent epoch of capltallsm in: 1ts death throes,'the ,
-hstruggle for the right of self dctcrmlnatlon, for independence, is
-progressive if coordxnated with the social rcvolutlon ‘because it o
wlnvolved alstruggle against 1mper1a11sm.~_ “he proleLarlat partlcl—"
.pates in-this struggle with the aim of winning the :leaderskhip..of
he struggle from ‘the- hands of the resctlonar .native bourgeolsle'

The»flght for 1ndepcndencc csn Lave a Fealth end pOSIthC v
nly insofar 'as: it 1sadvanccd as an aux1113ry to Lhn class
sin order to. ‘win . the peasunts‘und petty bourgcolslc as .
the worklng class,- and ‘to. ncutrallze se ctlons of the
The sIogan of - the. rlght of secessLon can b'j}
sh m erlallsm onlyﬁon the basis of 1ndepende
' the Indlun workers ‘and:the
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the peasantry is possible.in the struggle for soviet power; a goal
which can be achieved only against the. national colonial bourgeoi-
sie whose concept ‘of indepcndenceg extends only to its own inter--

, Insofar. as the petty bourgeoisie and even the national bour-
-geoisie are able or are driven into struggle with British imper-.
iakism,  the workers and thelr Party_Will-folloe'the,stratégy of
. marching separately and striking together with these forces, but:

--maintain political =and organizational independen e in order to
_drop this auxiliary policy as soon as their betrayal makes. it nec-
~essary, .and to fight at all times the reactibn&ry-gims-of the v
bourgeoisie and its subscrvicnce to one or another of the imper«
“ialist powers. . ' . -, o R - o
- An expression of this policy of marching separately and striking to-
. gether is around the slogan of . theé constituent Assembly. In general, we may
'say that the attitude of revolutionists to this tactical problem is governed .
- by the question: will agitation for the Constituent Assembly advance the rev-
" olutionary struggle or not at the specific moment. Naturally, the answer . and
‘the approach will differ, depending on the situation.- Let us consider-it .
first in regard to Europe. a ' : ' '

-

THE ‘CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY IN EUROPE

- In Spain in the 1936~37 revolution a slogan for a constituent assembly
. could only have been rea¢tionary, since the Spanish revolution had already o
‘passéd the democratic phase.. Such a slogan could not hope to arouse the masses.”
Furthermore, in bourgeois democratic (Loyalist) Spain there was no point-in
‘callihg for a constituent assembly to establish what already existed. - The .
..‘problem was posed on a far higher plane: a soviet Spain or a fascist Spain.

In Europe as a whole today the masses have already gone through the
period of .bourgeois democracy, of national capitalist: states. . The Draft Pro-
gram of the R.W.L., written in 1939, therefore quitg_correctly'says:L«/'

N "In fascist or countries of extreme reaction the advancing -of the slogan’
{for a Constituent Assembly) by the reformists and "liberals" is a historical
anachronism serving no revolutionary purpose.” Bourgeois democracy, which must -
not be .confused with democratic demands, is no solution for the problems of: ..
- Pascism, altho the bourgeoisie can revive it-for short periods, to head off the -
class struggle. It cannot solve the problems of the working class. The masses.  :
are already far beyond that stage. The attempt to establish a constituent- .. .~
_assembly in fascist countries can lead-only to still further disillusionment® .
and demoralization within the masses.’ We fight. at all times - especially under.
fascism - for:democratic rights, for the. social revolution; we fight against the.
. -democratic.stage of mnational revolution or its establishment," BRI T
.- What, however,- should be our policy on the Constituent Assembly

';;cglop;alggouptnies?‘ Wefcanfbestyanswcﬁ?phis<by1considering‘ﬂh que
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THE ASSEMBLY IN THE NON~REVOLUTIO‘!ARY PERIOD

“The colonial masses who have had ho- experlence w1th even formal : bourge01s
democracy, cannot view 1t in thc same way as the European proletariat who have
'-seen the old hag glve blrth 1o Lhe monstrous offsprxna that now destroys thelr
*verj 11ves.

v Even though bourge01s democracy and natlonal capitalist states are out-
"11ved, decadent, unable to solve ihe ma.jor problems of -soclety, the colonial .
masses stlll follow their bourgeois leaders. The consc1ousness of the masses
Flags far behlnd the hidden underlying social changes. ‘This has been the case :

.throughout history. The American Revolution started without any. ided of "In-

dependence".: Even after the fightihg began the leaders of the colonists ad--

dressed George LIl as their "Most Gracious Sovereign', and considered them-

- gelves "his falthful subjects".. The French Revolution began with no idea of

" ending the monarchy: two years of revolution were necessary before Louis XVI

 was deposed. And how many understood Lre character of the. RuSSIan Revolutlon?

.~ In the colonles, in the pre-revolutlonary perlod, or after a defeamed rev-

, olutlon {as inh China after 1926-27), the slogans. for democratic. rights can there- -

fore. find a fertile soll -in the consciousness of the masses. " Especially the
idea of the constitucnt assembly, the democratic roprescntnmlon of the entire
people, is -elementary, sinple, -and apt to embrace really vast. popular strata.

It can become & ralljlnﬁ cry of the masses, a slogan to dcvelop mass movement
: agamst 1mper1al ism. ' .

/DlscuSSLHE Cblna of that perlod Trotsky wrote in the "Problems of the
Chinese Revolutlon"-. S ,

"The democramlc slogans contaln for a certaln perlod not only 1llu51ons,
not only deceptlon, but also an animating historical force...The Slogans of . for-~
mal democracy win:over, or are capable of winning over, not only the petty bour-

. geois:masses, but also the .broad working masses, prec1se1y becaiuse they reveal
40 them the sz51b111ty, essentially illusory, to. oppose their will to that of
the generals, the country squires, and the capitalists.. The -experience of the-

. Russian Revolution shows that the proletarizt...can draw behihd it the peasantry
“fling it: against the front of .formal democracy embodied in the Constituent Ass-
embly,  and .switch it.tec. the rails of soviet- democracy. .In any case, these re~
sults were not- cbtained by simply opposing the soviets to the Constituent Ass-
embly, .but by drawins the masses towards the soviet& while maintaining the, slo-

ganis of formal. democracy upto the.very morent of the canqdest of power and even
: after lt.“ ) . D .

v (Trotsky argued against the "leftlsm" of nhe Stalinists who counterposed
the soviets to the Constituent: Assembly,.hls arguments apply equally well aﬂalnst
the rightism of -the present=day Cannon’ Trotskyiteés, who counterpose the Assembly

ll}d to the Sov1ets, and propose the Assembly in' place of the scv1ets).

\ 0bv1ously; the slogan for a Constltuent Assembly =nd democratlc slogans 1n
.general csn be progress;ve onky to the extent thaL they become a ba51s forf cti
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not talk, : Furthermore, they must be properly. subordinated to the goal of the
Social Revolution, to the slogans of arming the workers and peasants, the 8
hour day, the confiscation of the land, the revolutionary solution of the needs

. of the people. To make the Constituent Assembly thic center of -the struggle,

" that is, to elevate democratic rights above the class struggle, is to drown

. -the useful aspects of the struggle for the Assembly in a swamp of democratic

"111u51ons, to deceive and tie the hands of the. masses, and in the end to negame
- even the ctruggle for democratlc rlghts.

IN THE REVOLUTIONAPY SITUATION

India today sees her opportunlty in’ Brltaln s difficulties.’ Thls 15'
true not only for India's weak and cowardly bourgemsie, but even more for the

"workers and peasants, who are forcing -the pace. " Under conditions of revolu-~
" tion, the gap bctween consciousness and social realitybegins to close up, the

masses are on the march, the problem of rallying the masses takes on new forms.
“The fundamental quesStions of the road to power pose themselves. in relamlon to

" them the Constituent Assefibly occupies only a minor tactical position, even .

though on the surface it may at txmes seem to f111 a prlmary place..

The Marxists raise as 1mmed1aLe slogans for action the call forVSOViete,
seizing the land, nationalizing the barks, industry and: transport., est.abllshing
uprkers mllltlas and a Red Army, armxng the people, and 80 ona.’ '

" On the other hand, the slogan for a Constltuent Assembly has now been

.nushed forwerd by the Indian bolirgeoisie and its Ghandis. and Nehrus as a slogan =
in opposition to soviets, to -sabotage and derail the revolution.  Marxists expose'x

the character and aim of the bo, rgeois agitation for the Constituent: Assembly,
and point out' the need for action now, without waiting for the Assembly.-

Lenin said ih April 1917: “Life and the revolutlon make thc Constltuent Asseue
bly recede into the background" :

It is not at all 1nev1table that the Indlan revolutlon must go through

“the parliamentary, constitutional stage. No one can say in advance Jjust what ..
-stages and forms the revolution will pass through, how long these will last,

or which will be telescoped and combihed with others.’ If in the revolutionary

‘situation no ‘mass movement develops for the Constituent Assembly, as is the

case now, revolutlonlsts will take 1dvantagc of this to press all the harder

... for sov1ets and for revolutxonary action,-

But if a mass movement does develop, as is llkely, zcvolutlonlsts should
partlclpate in it - wresting the leadership from the bourgeois forces. Révo~
lutionary participation will take the .form of a demand for universal, equal, f.*
direct and secret suffrage, lowerlng the voting age to 18 years, and a demand
of the auphorltles in power to immediately call the Congtituent Assembly.: - They

-~ will expose the bourgeois propaganda for a Constltuent Assembly, point ‘out that,

even if convened, it will be useless if ‘the bourgeols1e controls .it. They

gexplaln to the masses tham only the arnung of the workerS'and peasants, the -




1p of the sov1ets, the strengthenlng of revolutlonary power, w111 forceﬁ
' he convenlng of the Constltuent Assembly under the control of bhe ‘

.The experlence of the. Ru551an Revolutlon is of value in tnls connectlon.5,;
~There, ‘the demand for the convocatlon of the Const1tuent ‘Assembly grew-con- S
stantlj., The conflict about the Assemblj occupled a 1arge place between- Feb-x

;-Qruary and Nevembers - The first Provisional Government, following. the February
' stage of the revolution, promised’ the. convocation of. an Asscmbly. . But it did
“r.hot . set.a date, Justly fearlng that- once convoked it might prove uncontrollable.
. .. The promise itself, however, acted as. a spur: to the demand; a movement. in. which -
. the Bolsheviks part1c1pated fully, using the re51stance to surmoning the peoples

’jrcpresentamlves s a big p01nt in rwllylnv the musoeo dgalnst the bourg00131e.
g'chnln wrote . , S

S "Shall a Constltuent Asscmblv be called?...Yc and as soon as p0551b1e. 5
lj:th “to make it successful,. and to have it ¢onvoked, one condition is necessary:
~r Jinerease the number and: strengtnﬁn the power of the ‘Soviets...organize and “arm
. the masses.. - Only thus can the Assembly be assured. "f Arid 90ur party.:..racom-
" -mends the peusents...tak posses31on of the-land’ at once... The Constituent = -
”’Asscmbly will work out - the finsl laws with regard 10 the-soil..« It ig out of -
,the questlon to wait untll ‘the Ass embly is callcd “We do not in any way- dis~

tf pute” the right- of _the Asg Sembly to determine. in. detﬁll the final laws rcvardln"

_f:the handing over of thr land t0: Lhe whole peoplc 3nd thc formo of its ¢ dmln—
";str tlon.“.,-

- :Later .on, 1In August, ~~fter the colcolldstlon of army rule, Lenin env1=nged ;
gthe problblllty of bourgeols® forecs. ‘dominating the As sembly MlUnless & new reve-. -
olution. takﬁs place in Russiz...the Constituent - Assembly olther ‘will not be

ﬁconvoked “at all, or it will be ‘5 "Prankfort talkfest", ceble and useless:
‘eollection of petty. bourgeois mortally frightened’ by tne wur “and bj the pros—
,-pect of thu bourg¢0151r '“ujcottlng the govcrnmunt'~

, , Presscd the governmcnt flnolly set_a dste for. the Assembly wnd opened
'hthe clection campaign. - The Bolshieviks presented their own condidatés and their.
7 own program.’ Théy saw that the Kerensky. "military measures.ln ‘the v1llage ob-
;;v1ously “threaten: with fraudulent fixed ¢lections to the. Assembly", and that
wthe: Kureneky convekad body: would be puckcd. ‘But, occuring in a time.of extrame. ' .
.‘class -tension,. the elcctlons prov1ded a.great opportunlty to the. Bolsheviks to ,"
‘counterpose their program to the hourgecis. program.’ (Nor''did the Bolsgheviks
wait for the Constituent: Assembly. - the. conquest. Jf puwer through the soviets = .
occurred 31x weeks before the Assembqy convened’. ' LD
- u551a tue electlons aroused great populur lnterest. _
s:may. oceur in- ‘India.- “Where there is no real.mass movement, -the
mlght,evel, to mention. an. unllkely extreme, try - tol“ eak ' int: an Absembly :
v fixed. ‘elections based on the units of ‘the :
nary. perty could correctly boycott .such GIECuIOHS as bolng. .
entative and. establlshlng a "government" unabl to oope w1bh the: need
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- In Russia the Assembly, elect.ed before the conquest. of power, did not.
convene till after. It is not excluded that in India it may be convened by
the bourgeoisie, even under conditions of* dual.power.’ Under such’' circum-
stances it could at best return a vacillating, campromising pet.t.y bourgeoisa

majority.  Under bourgeois pressure it would lay down.a reactionary counter-

revolutionary program.- Or, under pressure of  the masses, it might adopt a .

. "liberal" program of . concessions.’ In either. case the masses would soon learn

- the futility of this last hope of a ‘boyrgeois solution.. ‘The Assembly would
solve nothing; .a crushing blow would be delivered to parliamentary illusions,
clearing the road for a revolutionary solution. Revolutionists might boycott
or participate in the Constituent Assembly’ depending on which tactic would
better advance tlie revolutionary struggle; but even participation would be with
the aim of exposing the Assembly, of agitating for soviets and s new revolution,
Under no circumstances can, the Constituent. Assanbly stand in the way of revolu-
.t.mnary action and the soviet conquest. of power.

By its. very nat.ure, thc Const.1t.uent. Assembly is a form of bourgeo1s
state rule. Its organization and structure lead to this.: The structure on whlc‘1
"it rests, and from which it is elected, usually exists beforehand,, at least in
part, in the local, regional and national bourgecis organs of government.:-
While the task of electing delegates 'to an Assembly that will lay down laws -
and policies for . new social or pol1t.1¢a1 order .is a new function for these r.
organs, the weight of bxrgeois ideology, the electoral procecure and rules,
“the epparatus invelved, all operate as tremendous obstacles to the revolutionary -
forces. More. With the boyrgeoisie in power, or even under dual power; the
st.ructure lends 1t.self‘ to bourgeois and military pressure, to packing with
‘right wingers. = The Assembly itself, in-convention assembled, will mirror this .

set-up by adopting a bourgeois program and delega.t.mg power to some bady, or
itself proceed as the executive arm.

But. the revolution throws up ma.ny altogether different organs, soviets,
loczl peasant commit.t.ees, cooperatives, military units, etc. -Ifm as in Russia,
the conquest of power occurs before the Assembly convenes, the new state could,
if necessary, go thru with the Assembly._ It nzed not repest the error of the
Bolsheviks in allowing to convene an Assembly whose members had been elected
‘long before, on the old hasis. It could reorganize ‘the whole election mach-‘
ingry, substitute more representztive organs, and possibly ‘eventually incor- .
porate the Assembly with many modlflca,.t.mns in a subordmat.e role 1nt.o some

_ part. of the temporary peasant. st.ruct.ure. -

The main pomt. to remcmbnr, however, is thst t.he role of the Const.xt.uent,
Assembly ih this period is basically reactionary,. that. the slogans of demo= .
cracy must be -the fulcrum of agitation and that even the.demand for the con-
vocation of the Constituent Assembly must be subordinated t.c t.he df_maud f‘ or L
~Sov1et.s and t.he chtat.orshlp of the Proletariat,

L3
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at&itude ef “the Stallnlst beaurocrats in disregerdlng Lhe world pr01ﬁiaflﬁ&

and oppressed masses and relying on-one or other 1mper1allsm was accentﬁa&ed.

Then'came August. 8. The Indian Stellnlsts were~1ound even to the right of

Gandhi,  All this must have and will have its repercu551ons inside the Sov1et

Uriion. The workexs there will begln to wonder why it i§ that a second front

of a xevolublon ry alliance between the Soviét Union and the prolétarian and -

YCQlonlal revolutlons ‘abroad is turned down for a nor-existent imperialist
“his adherents ih America have admitted, GEndhi was compelled to formmlly , o second .front, August 8, 1943 msrked riot only a crlsls for Gandhi’ but for
~1n1t1a&e -2 campalgn. ‘against the Britigh Government. ‘Within the course. of a L o : Stalln as well e , . v

. day; the movement had: gotten out of the hards of the Gandhists.” This'is =~ = - f S T

-shown by several curcumstances.” First the stultifying cult ef non-violence B '
~went completely by the board. . Par ticularly in the cities, but to some extent in
the rural areas,  the Indian masses began attacks on the railways. police sta-
‘tions, courts, et cetera.’ ‘Secondly, the attack was directed nct only against
the English sahibs, but’ also against. wealthy Indians.” Particulaerly signifi="
“eant, is the pulling of ‘bourgeois ‘and officials from antomobiles with the ad-
monition, "learn to walk", "Shis is democracy".. Despite the failure of the '

. National Congress to call for a gereral strike there were w1desproed strikes.

) In this first stage, of course, all the above actions were spontanéous. “There
;does not appear to have becen any Laklng over of the lapsed Gandhist’ leadershlp :

L August 8; 1942, wltnessed a new “and hlgber stage 1n the- development
of the Indian revolution. Forced by the pressure of the 'masses . b=low, as

_ From tlghtly censored Indla, lxtble word has come 1n the paSt few i
weeks.' ‘But it 1% b0551b1e to ‘predict’ ¢onfidertly that the same forces which
led to ‘the cXp10510n of August 8 will not and cannot stop there.” The’ pres-
sure of 1mper1allsm upon Indian economy, tremendously aggravated by war con-
ditions must lead to an ‘extensidon of the Indian revolution to the country51de.
Above all, it must lesd to the leadershxp of the whole movement by the pros
letariat. Significant in:this conmection ig it that fio, “important social - ‘force -
in. India has reised the slosan of the constituent asuembiy. The proletarlat

by any other organized political force. :This is a weakness, as spontanzous

outbreaks, unless they lead to a conscious political. attack, tend to dissipate
However, the hlstorlcal significance of such a.tremendoug happen-, - -

themselves.:

ing, thst ih a course of a few hours Indian masses should even spontaneously

'4break -way  from the- 10adersh1p of the Indlan bourge0151e, cannot be over-—
f“estlmated.» ‘

: Of partlcular 1mportance is the fact tham this oédurred 1n the midst of
“‘imperialist war. This sharply marks off the presént events from those of
1920-22 and 1930.° The very existence of -the imperialist war .by: itself gives
an %dded sighificance to the August-8 events. August 8 represmnts geveral
_-erises.” It is a crisis in the 1mper1allst war front, and tHereby a blow to
“both - camps of capltallsm. This may not be so obvious inh the case of Japanese
imperialism. Apparently the. events in India favor a mllltary victory of .

‘Japanese: 1mper1a11au. But this is only a short sighted view.” An Indian rev-

olution would not ohly strike a mortal blow at British imperialism but it -
wduld be a'most unrelenting enemy of the Mitsuis and Mitsubishis.

CRISID FOR BOUPGEOIS AGENTS

o As alre dy p01nted out, August 8 represents the crlsls of Gandhlsm.
“But, - in addition, August 8 also represents a crisis: for bourgeois democracy.
‘_%TFor three years Churchill and Roosevelt have unctiously intoned the sacred
o litany of the various fréedoms of democracy. August. 8, 1942, stripped B
,j‘riesbly robes: fram both these gentlemcn. All the- epologls+s'of "democracy
Vs fascism" cannot spill enough ink to obscure the fact that. August 8, 1942

“-has done.tore to shatter their lie structure than an; other event durln
~the present 1mper1a11sm carnage.’

ugust 8, 1942 represents a tremendous crisis also for Stalinism. ‘Tur ””

more. han-_:yesr the mass"s‘of the'Sov1et Unlon hwve had dinned into tuem

_ role of wall Street in Indla._

is mute without a party.- The bourg80181e only asks for .an Indlan maJOrlty on

- an 1mper121 counc11

o

L _' . SPARK POR NEW OCTOBER

Lo

What is to be done “now? The 1mportanu task for the ICC remains bhe

" ziving of 411 possible material and political aid to the building of a real

viMarx1st party in India. ‘Without this any events'in India will remain a- mere
flash in the pan. In‘addition to the general task Tor the ICC, there are
‘specific tasks for .its sections. - Upon the Lenlnlst League of Scotland and
‘the Militant WOrkers Group of Australia falls-z high historic task, that of

dlrccbly combetlng British 1mper13113m and stifllng every -endeavor of” “that
xmpcrlellsm to crush the Indisn revolution. . Upon the Red Front.of Germany
devolves the task of . Oppusing the entry of Nazi legions.into a. revolutionary.

.India. " And upon the Revolutlunery Workers League,  U.S.A,, ohere is also'a
“great responsibility.’ Located in the eountry.which is one of the chief. an-

tagonists of British rule in India, a country which'is intriguing day and

‘night to oust Brltlsh rule in favor of its own, it becomes necessary .for.

the RWL to expose these mwchlnatlons before thie American masses. Thls,-lt
must and should do’in its own-name, wherever possible.’ Meetlngs must be
held i  all citirs possible to denounce not only the Brltlsh rule buL the

‘I these things are: donc, thcn the Indian revolution can and will be.

"~ a spark-that will set afleme the whole structure of menrlallsm, break “thi

: 3T1mper1allst war front, spread the conflagratlon not-only throughout: the col-
" oniies but to the metropolis as well and usher in another October period: that
.'wxll once ‘and for all put an: end to- all etp101tatlonm opprcs51on, povemtj'
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OJES B THE UMRiInNO ATRICA

The ‘United Natlons drlve in North Africa, as a prelude to a Second

- -Front - in “Europe has great importance.’ As we pointed out several months ago,f

:‘that the maih theatre of wer after: Stalingrad would be North Afrlca, it is

necessary 1o deal w1tH those factors of -the campaign that the kept press re-

" fuses. to deal with., In the first place, the acts of American Imperialism
’agalnst France, Vichy France, was the same as the acts .of Japanese imperial-

~ ism against United States at Pearl Harbor. It was a stab in the back w1th-

" out warning. It was treacherous action agaihst a nation that had good res
lations ‘ih the State Department.. Pearl Harbor 1s'con51dered betrayal, while
"the invasion.of North Africa is considered a masterful stroke.. As we have
‘sald bcfore, it depends upon whose imperialist shoe is pinched. Lét us not
“fall in the trap of the imperialist propagandas- We .condemn all. the imper-
ialist acts--as well as point out the sluggish: sleepiness of the bourge01s o
democrats in ‘the counLrles that allowed such ah attack.

!

FPANCE AT NAZI MERCY

As seon as the American forces reves sled tkelr power in French Afrlca,
~and the British campaign against the Rommel forces gained momentum, the
Fascists sent ‘troops into Unoccuppied France, thereby tearihg up the 1940
treaty. This was hailed by Stalin and all the exploiters representatives
as proof that the United States action in Africa releaved the pressure on
the Red- Army. Nothing is farther. from the truth. " The closing in of winter
~‘on the major sections of the Russian front slows down German power to strike.
The reorganization and attempt to find more men and material to carry on,
becausé of the blood letting in Russia is another reason. And above all,
~the German fear of changing class relations, of social unrest in.France,
that could not be held in check by the small forces of occupation, forced
the transfer ‘of large forces to western Europe. Burope proper can only be
“held in chcck from soc1al revolutlon by more Nazi forces this w1nter.

FRANPE AND THE AMFRICAN INVASION OF AFPIFA

-It was not the Amerlcan invasion of ﬁ‘r-nch Afrlca ﬁhat brought about

the crisis in the Petain regime.. Rather, it was the developinhg class struggle .

against Laval, and his forced labor policy that laid the hasis for disinte-
gration at the top, among the government representatives. This enabled
~American imperialism to divide and’ gain forces for their cause.’ This s001al
o unrest in France and in Italy laid the basis of the British campaign in
_,North Afrlca from Ale X¢ndr1a, and the American campzign from ihe west.

)

, THE 'FOUR B‘REEDOMS

Now that W111k1e and others have spoken, the Rooenv;lt rcgnnc comeu”
o say that the Atlantic Charter is in realith a weild charter and in-

Th1s 1s contradlctﬁ d by thelr actlon in the ch1flc among Lhu
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in the Indlan revolutlon to say nothlng about their actlon in support of the
-Chiang Kia Check .dictatof shlp against the Chinese Masses.

But the north African campaign really brlngs this farce to a head.

 wEere the Americans took over. power, - they assured the French exploiters that‘

they would return these possessions to France after the war. They stated

" that they only want to pass through to get at Hitler. But what about the
native masses who have been exploited under the iron heel of French- Imperlal-

ism? This shows that these peoples of Africa and Asia, as well as Lamln
America are not included in the "Atlantic Charter".” It is a white'man's im-

perialist "charter" against the exploited masses and also agulnst the Axis
'powers-—that is all.

Re egardless of the Afrlcan Front and its importance, and above ull thu
‘develorlng Indian Revolutlon, which will cast aside the best nlans of all
the imperialists, the key'to the world sxtuatlon still remnins the bhattle

“front in the Soviet Union, ' the dCfcﬂSp of tkc Soviet Unlon, ard the extenSLOn
of the-October Revolutlon.

Lozaber.: 14 1.
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