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THE PBOBLEM STATED

‘Today mllllons of us haye'been gathered in the army camps from the four
cornérs of the United States of America. Here we are, coal miners, steel
wor&ers, garment workers, share croppers; office workers, men of every-.and
all kinds of work.- Taken from oy homes, our wives, our kids, our friends.
Por what? That is the questlon we ask ourselves and sometimes others. And
‘in 99 cases out of 100, the answers are either --- silence, or "Do what you
-are told, we will do the thinking", or the same kind of phrases that were
handed around so llberally in 1917; but they don't tell ug anything new.
- But we must have an answer to the burning questions of “militarism and war;’

for it is our time that is taken, our lives that are being rlsked our des~
tinies tHaL ére being decided.

”

We, who are'in the armed 1orces, and in the factorles, who are comnected-
with the International Contact Commigsion for a new Communigt (4th) Inter-
national present this pamphlet as an answer to the burning questions that
confront not only us but every worker in or out: of uniform. We present it
as a broad general summary of the whole problem of militarism and war.

This is.not a document just to be read as a pagtime, but is somethlng to be
read and studled and Lreasured for future reference.

i order to understand.a'“er"”””""o"*am, 1L is ngtessary Lo considef: nhe_.'
questlon of militarism general Y i ,thls we shall proceed 0. do.

NATURE OF HILITARISM

Militarism means more than merely thie eXploiLers"armediforcé. It i§ the

product of a certain stage of develepment of the capitalist state when the

economic contradictions reach.an acute stage and the antagonism between its
- productive forces and markets camnot be reconciled in the normal way. To
the degree that this process ¢ontinues negatively, the military arm of the
exploiter's state must more and mere engulf the population in its power.
This-militarism is used to prevent internal class e explosions and is for ex-

In the maln 1t, is a product of the large-cagltallst natlonS'
cap1tal1st namlon Caf'h in bhe same orbit will & [

Mllltarlsm s1gn1fles a stage in Lhe capltallst nation wher the military arnu'"

in its proportional might in relation to the other institutions of the ex~ -

ploiters’ superstructure,. stands out fer its predomlnance, and often takes
on the aspect of an 1nst1tut13p "above" oc1ety.
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‘Mijitarism dees not merely mean the armed forces of the exploiters® state.
411 exploiters' states have armed forces to defend tihe rule of the masters.
But even such a powerful country as the United States was not classified as
2 nation that had succumbed to militarism up until the present period. In

fact, it was argued by the non-Marxists that Militarism would not develop in

“the United States.

. NILITARISH I¥ THE U.S.

‘ . . Lz [N ) ) . ) ) ‘ .
.In the early period of American imperialism, militarism was unheard of; yet
the United States' exploiters maintained sufficient armed forces to keep ‘con-
trol of society. Today with the decay of American capitalist, militarism
threatens to engulf all of agpects of social and individual life.

In a capitalist country where militarism Las not yet obtained its hold; the
“1ife of tle individual can proceed as.a "free unit", as the . "rugged individ-
usl¥; but under capitalist militarism the individual is rggimented,'and is

* sivordinated to-the needs of ‘thie amy. S '

' Po summarize then: Militarism is a product of an exploiters' society,; a
manifestation of ‘the rneeds of a minority to hold in subjection the majority
when the decay of a nation drives it into military battles, class war and
wars of conquest. . ' Lo S '

In .the transition towards a stateless.society, at a time when the.workers '
have taken over power through a working class or proletarian dictatorship,
the base and cause for militarism is eliminated and the moré progress that .
is made towards socialism the more does the whole of the apparatus; inclus
ding military force, just wither away. = o Co SN

In a country of such Transition Ecoromy, but where the ‘economy and social "
formg of the proletarian dictatorship are in decline, such as the Soviet
Union at the present time, the negative forms of 'military control will .
develope to the same degree as the disintegration of the workers' state.
Such is the case today under Stalinism. But this negative military develop-
ment is no more "militarism" than the seizure of Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
wahia, was "Red Imperialism", The forms are alike, but the material base,
the content is different.. We not only fight militarism and its economit:

" base, capitalism, but we also fight the warping of the Red Army, and. the

"_j:Wh01e military structure of Stalinism which is negating the economic base of

‘the Soviet. Union,

HILITARISH AND AMERICAN THPERIALISK

_ .To,véry’ﬁanyiper1e the'U;S:A,.preparaLion‘df the greatest militaryAméchine:
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in history came either as a surprise or as a preparation for the inevitable

results of Mazi and Japanese aggression. Nothing ig farther from the truth,
Te prove this let us quote from what an affiliate of the-International Con- .
fact -Commission said over six Years ago. T Lo o
wMilitarism has slowly developed; until now it looms ‘up as
a powerful factor in the American state structure, yet this
development has taken place without full recognition.because
‘it has taken on special forms, unlike those.developed in the. .
- classical militarism of Turope." ' ’

: “American'1mpenia1ism-is3unable"tq'expend its position and
_carry out its policy of 'organizing the world' without the
 extension of militarism to giant proportions.™

It is preciSely'this_*exiension'of militarism to'giant proportiOns"'thai_is'"

“being carried out today, and this is not only due to the present war -of
Anierican Imperialism against the Axis powers, but is also due to the coming ..
. revolutionary struggles that must inevitably be manifested unless capitaliam .

is crushed on a world-wide scale.  Already in February 1943, Congressman :
Claire Booth: Luce and Vice-President Wallace are arguing about World War 1II

“(Maw York Times, February 11, 1943) The American imperialist giant, faced
“w.th the contradictions of the decay capitalist system mist move to streng-

then end extend iis present war- economy strenpth by greater and greater
political control; it must assume decisive leadership and control on a world
scale if'it is to survive as a capitalist exploiters' states Already in a

" period ih which it finds itself engaged in conflict with .Germany end Japan . .

openly, it is obliged to conduct a hidden, war with its ally, Englan¢;  This
war goes on all over the globe, in South America where American imperialism

‘has virtually been victorious; in India, in North Africa, etc. This struggle

for world domination is what the present military and political machines
of ‘the American finance capitalists mean. The talk about "defense" against
"aggression® is so much twaddle to cover this elementary fact. ~The same- -
kind .of a sneak attack was made on French North Africa as was made by the

Japanese on Pearl Harbor. No-one should be misled by. such lying slogans
-6fthe imperialist robbers.on either .sidc. On both sides it is a war for plun-

der, and it.does not. matter which robber fires the first shot. co

We shall analyze in detail ‘the special forms of American Militarism and show

. the trend of development to their present giant proportions even long before
‘the war, in order to indicate that it was for the purpose of such vorld

domination, and that alone, that LhefAmerican capitalist class was moving
to the complete militarization of the entire life of the nation. ‘We shall

show that all these trends were fully present before the war; that the war

has only sharpened them and has given the American ruling class a.good v :
opportunity to utter a.lot. of patriotic clap-trap in carrying out this process.
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_ omplete mllltarlzatlon in this war is far more»drastlc already than at
r .1me in 1917- 1918. - This is due to the decay of . American- 1mper1allsm,~w
aL aecay mh1ch had’ such marked effects for all of us in 1929-1934, snd’
"“to iiie fact that the U.S.A. aims at world conquest are more pronounced. In

"!_the previous wer, only « mlnorlt" of the. populatlon was directly affected.

~.In ‘the present imperialist war all the peopie will be subordinated to mil-
itarisin, will be directly caught in the war moves of th e American imper-

1a11um. (In. this c¢onnection one only has to refer to-such measures as the .
. extension of the 40 hours a week to 48 hours;.-the bill in the 1943 Congress

" to compell the registration of all men from 18 to 65 and women from 18 to

650, and the renderlng of - all those reglsterlng to work at the whim of the -
govepnment and finally to .the decidedly anti-labor biag of the War Labor.
 ‘Board in its recent decisions, partxcularl its February 1943 decision thh

regard to the packing house workers denjlng an increase in wages desplte the
'.hlgher cost of llvlng). w .

- THE HILITARY FORCES OF TFE U S. BOSSES

‘In the past Amerlcan Imperxalxsm has. malntalned a very. small etandzng army, -

-and they. have tried to claim- thax this ‘shows they had no imperialist inten~ '

' tions.- -Exactly the opposite- is true as the developments’ since conscription
and particularly the-active entrance of ‘the U.S.As into the "war indicate.
It is plaln to anyone, in the armed’ forces or out, that their entlre struee
Ature was a skeleton structure for a b1am m111tar3 machlnc. '

-Thls is nothing new to us. . Years ago in. the same document- from whlch we
have hereto quoted, -our Amerlcan AfT%&l%te, The Bevolutionary Workers:
Deague wrote: . R

I"Here is thc way it worknd' 'The mllltarj forces of the Unlted States have

. a special organlzatlonal structure to fit the needs of the peculxar develop—
ment of the United States. -Besides the Army, Navy, and air-corps, ‘the '

Government. has the-Marines a8 the 'sza army, eSpec1d11y constructed for .

“eolonial and overseas wars. Be31des this regular force, they have a special

. bourgeois militia, formerly the home ‘guard, organized by the states, now
-organized as a national guard (prior to the recent bl11 - ed.} which gives
‘the. state a ‘sufficient latitude for self~ exrrees1on, tut ‘at the’ same time

_ keeps tre Gxard aner the control of the natlonal government. *

’

"'-'The Namlonal Guard ‘ as. been Lre maln force for strﬂpebreariﬁ” activit‘

~and: although a latrea of, and opposition to, the bou geois mllltla has dev-

| eloped in the working class and the trade union movement,. ‘the same groups

»‘—are ‘supporters of the regular arned forces of American ;hpcrlallsm., This -
_division. betwcen the use of ‘the Nat 1ooal Guard for special purposes and the .
.regular army, has served as a ‘fire door' and has choked the firss of. worklng
class hatred from spreadlng o a general opp031tlon to mllltarlsm as a: wrol

5 _fThe remainder of this

W‘lone beforc uhe viar,

YAvhole s er1es of other mllltary forma, concealed and open, are’used

‘*euerf fer the program of tHe militarization of the American workers [The
< Bov n(uuo, L.O T.C., sunmer training camps (C.M.T.C.), .,.o._campe,a d
~otyier. fr rms are used; ndd ﬂre slowTv neloirdtlrp every aﬁenue -of publlc S
life_with the ““Lll__‘ il ar|ﬁm=‘ o

FUther-rcasons for ude'e-'spe"ul fo*ms' wcre r'lven in tne document Youth ,
~under American Imperialism: 'The 1mper1alist nat ions of Contlnental Europe '

. are all directly bounded by -powerful rival ;mperlallsts. .In the event of -

war, which may begin without being declared these nations will 1mmed1ate1y
be-called upon to- throw large standlng armies into the fleld of baLtle. The

o _-.U S.. on the other hand is ‘separated: from 1ts powerful’ rivalg by’ thousands.
"‘_'—oﬁanrles -of:- oceanrmThe—U. B.-1s5-bounded on the north by Canada which is:

under the domlnatlon ‘of American bank capital and in-any event is no mili=
tary threat. On the south is'Mexico, which is.in all .respects a, senl—colony

. of American: ‘Imperialism. Por these reasons the U. S, can afford to manoeuver.

'in’a manner; xmp0551b1e to other. 1mper1allst natlons. At the same time, this. '
lack. of direct, colonial empire which ‘on the one hand eliminates the need. for
armies pf colonial occupation, is also a grave defect in U, 8: Imperlallsm,
'which it must-eventually remedy. The countries’ of South and Central Amerlca

- . are almost virtual colonies, but here again the U. S.. Imperialists have'an

.advantage over their rivals. The colonial powers of Europe must have large

. armies of occupation in their colonies.: The U. 'S, can depend more.on the
- power of the dollar and its agents 1n uhe colonlal countrles.

!Far from adoptlng a non—xmperlallst pollcy, therefore, the Amerlcan bourgeox-i
sie are following a very wise 1mper1a11st pollcy. If it is'not necessary to..

- keep a large standlng army, then. @) it is, unwise to assume the’ responsiblllty
'_and expense .of feeding and caring” for mlllions of young men under arms;-

(b) the bluff of 'peace-policy’ can. be kept 'up longer; {c) why put mllllons‘

of young workers having intimate relamlons w1tH sstrlkm'T workers under arms -
unnecess arlly? : -_" N

[
v

'In forn;therefore, Lhe American bour0e01sle~has the cmallest mllltary force

. _among the imperialist nations.: Essentlalll, however, ﬂhe U, 8. has/the 1ar-v

gest, mllltary gpparntuq in the world

1

wms weitten as far back as” 1935 We do not cite thls
as evidence that we are oright chaps or. anythm5 of that sort, but merely
‘to.show.that we. arpreciated the nature.of, the problem of American mllitarlsn

d tnat lonc ago we ﬂoresaw the consequenccs of 1t.

etlt ls obv1ou»?f*om the above that Amerlcan 1mper1a11sm had 3 well prepared

plan for strategy long before thé war. It can therefore be easily

-wlth tor actual ontrJ of the U.S.A. 1nto the war, and w1th ‘the: va

£ the United
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‘lions. Ve all remember theh that Roosevelt and Wilkie vied'with each other;
'in 1940, in claiming that this was an army solely for t he defense of the .-
. continental United States. Now, allef us know. that it is an army -of offense
" throughout ~the whole world. Pearl Harbor was Just a culminating point. for -
the Anerican bosses. Several months before that, Towever, the:meeting of . i
" Roosevelt and Churchill in the Atlantic had already agreed.to the‘plans for
'the slaughter of thousands of Amerlcan soldlers and sallors. '

atlons in a concealed form, we have def1n1te1y entered upon a long perlod f;
of ‘open’ m111tar1sm and imperialism unless measures are taken which we shall.
1nd1cate later. Before going into this phase of the matter let us see the
partizcuiar method that the bosses use to. put. flesh on the skeleton of the
m1l tary mabhine. Thl will be ver" 1nstruc?1ve. '

CONSC?IPTIOV AND ”'H"1 4RHY

 THE LAPGEST Navy IN THE WORLD. \

The development of capltallsm meant the development of - the world market.,By,

Yand and by sea ‘the. world was covered w1th trade routes by whlch commodltles

might’ be transported, and- the capltallst economy developed. Mllltarxsm, and

especially its marine aspects. bears a-close connection to this process. - By
reason of ‘its control of the seas after the defeat. of Spain, England was in

a position where her capitalist structure could be developed to a leadlng

world position. The rise of -the British Navy which "ruled the waves" was

merely the sea-power m111tarlsm express1on of the nlght of the Brltlsh capi~ B
: tallst _economy . . .

Tre Conscrlptlon B111 was a major step on the. road of complete reglmentatlon
and militarization of the entire pecple and their activities, The. Admlnlstra-uf
: ..tlon said it was necessary owing to Hitler's victories and the.need for "de~-.
fense". This was a brazen lie, and .they knew it. The plans for. conscrlptlon
were drafted long ago, M day plans were completed in 1921, as & matter . of .
fact, 50 we-can see tlhiat despite all the stuff we were given twenty*flve v
years ago about  the war to end all wars, ‘the bosses and their brass hat: agents
"were already preparing for World War II. And we can be. equally sure that, left

to themselves, these same people will prepare for Wbrld War III, 10 shed MoTe

blood in order to’ obta1n world dqnlnatlon.
.1- RN

: Today, after twenty Yyears of the fiercest. rlvalry and competltlon between
Britain and the Ue S, the former finds herself confronted by the rising .
'mlght of German Imperlallsm which by force. of arms threaters. tts very:: :exig-

‘ “We can also see from thls that conscrlptlon is nothlng new but is- the exten-.
ﬁ sion of mllltarlsm by the Amerxcan boss class. It flows loglcally from the
’ speczal ‘aspects of the prev1ous military structure. Let us again quote from

one of our documents of some six years ago in this connectlon.

; "Mtlltary eqnxpment needs man-power t.o handle 1t. The
‘Xey . to thls| pparent contradiction is indicated in the

statement in the report .of the Secretary of War to the

_President of the United States (the great. "peace-lover",

-Roosevelt) for 1935; 'Soldiers without officers are more
" ‘useless than officers without’ soldiers, for trained
'foffbceg§ .can bake-men ‘of f .the streets and make ke soldiers' .
- of ‘them, whxle soldlers w1thout officers are Tittle better

than a mob.’ .The success of -an army depends on hav1n8 an -

'Avadeqnate number of trained offlcers.

: "The standlng army has at present (193”) 12,98 offlcers

to»145,826 enlisted men. This makes it. one officer to
every 12 enlisted men. This- set-up is tremendously top--

. heavy-with officers. The U, S§. Army is a skeleton army

Of imperialist aggression, Wheh the time comes, ‘these:
officers will take the workers from factory and street
and make soldlers of than overnlwht.

- tence. A German- v1ctory would. mean the end -of the British poWer in Europe,
‘1w1th Germany replacing England in the role of main contender for ‘world do-

mination with the United States. The grim prospect ‘of the oecurrlng of thls
led Amerlcan 1mper1allsm to- engage 1n the present war. o

In relatlon £o. sea-power, thls means that . the Amerlcan NaVy must be deve-

.,loped to 4 tlear position.of world supremacy if it is 1o be able to become

the heir of the British Empire and further,. to assume complete world doml-,,“
nance. The American Imperialists have been aware of -this for years, and they
have been developing a Navy which even today is "second to -none", 1nclud1ng

o Brltaln s. Indeed, the combined naval forces of Germany, Italy and Japan
© are NOT adequate to contend thh Amerlca S sea~power. .-

'But thls does not prevent the Amerlcan 1mper1allsts from "dlscoverlng" that'
. they have only a "one-ocean" navy.

‘Billions of- dollars are now belng expended
in order to make the U.S. Navy the "greatest navy in. the world"

that is now being put forward is-that. after the:war the sea lanes and t¥

-lanes of the'world are to be policed by the U. 8. This is merely- puttlng n

the usual hypocrltlcal termszthe demand of the American. ilnunce capltal
armed domination of the whole" world. Anyone can see that even if- the, British

" navy were- to fall into the. hands of ‘the Axis, .the Amerlcan navy could stil
',"defend" the Contlnent against attack Part1cu1arly is this:true:wi ‘
;practlcal acqulsltlon of a large sectlon of the: French fleet b} the American
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]fimperlallsts, as for 1nstance the Rlchelxeu on February 15, 1942. But fde=~
‘?fense" is' just. a catch word. The rcal reason for building a ifive-ocean" navy -
‘is-t0'be -able to 51multaneous1y carry on offensive naval etruvgles in 411

e';partﬂ of. the ‘earth, if necessary, in order to try to conquer Asia, Africa, =
©as well es” complete control of North and South America, rio matier: if all the ...

other povers are opposed 'to it. In addition, and 'still more important, as-
. we shall show at length later in ths docamcnt,'all armed forces, on land,

" sea and air, are belng built up by American.imperialism for the purpose of
“safepuarding capitalist rule against working class and: colonial. revolutions., .
To have wo'ld control, American imperialism -must have a navy capable of do-

" minating the seas against the. combined navies of 'all other powers, and capa-
hle of ‘transporting convoys to be 'sent all over the world to smash the rule
. of other imperialists and to crush.revolts. For these reasons ncle Sam
‘thus drops his former slogan of a 'navy 'second Lo none" , in ‘favor” of Lhe
- more agvre551ve pollcy, "the largest navy 1n the- world"

‘ Of °pe01a1 1mportance in this’ cOnnrctlon are the concessions whlch Amerlcan

“imperialism has obtaineéd from its British rival, and through its ®rench stoo--

. ges, for the use and exploltatlon of naval bas s all over the world.
| THE DRIVF FOR WORLD AIR SUP?EUACY

Already in Lhe documents referred to, some- ears ago we 1nd1cated Lhe deve-

lopment of drive for world air supremacy. At that time a proposal of Roose-

“.velt for fifty Lhouoand new planes a-year was recelved by most people with
-a gasp of amazemenu. Now, it is taken as a matter of course. Just recently
-a newspaper fight developed between Claire Booth Luce on the one hand and -
Vice-President.Wallace and Mrs. Roosevelt on the other: ‘Luce came out early
with- the demand for domination by the U.S.A, of theair lanes: of ‘the werld
and spoke with the utmost cynlcal contempL of ‘the so-called “freedom of the
airt. Wallace and Mrs.%Roosevelt, more astute, conulnued to advocate the
tremendous increase of American air.power, but also wan t, 1o make use of the

dcmdpoglc hypocrisy "freedom of the air", wiila building up monopolj by oo

-Avierican imperialism, In other words. they rebuke Mrs. Lucc with the PlaSSlC

phrase "Don't be foollsh These thnvb are dorie but Lley are: not talked
'“about" '

‘-The strugale for airlines becomes Loday uke maJor imperialist economic
";battlefronu. Just as-yesterday Lhe patb of empire was measured in terms of
‘rallroad and merchant marine, so after this war the airplane will to a great
xtent replace both. In the sphare of plane proauctlon American Imperlallsm
"1s supreme ‘'she can outproduce practically the rest of the worlcd put to-
",gether. Her only handicap - or potential handicep - 'is that she may not be
_able to get the air bases.necessary to control world air uronsporuatwon. The

-fight for air bases, amongst the "victors" as well as the "vanqulehed" vullwf’

‘Wthus become a major. 1mper1a11st struggle.

INTEP\IA"‘IONAL NEWS o o Page 9

We can Ieadlly v1sua11ze Lomorrow a long drawn out ~war for the, control of

~the Nerth Pole or the South Pole. Air transportation will conpleLel revo—-f-f'

~lutionize the trans sport 1udustry and chanre barren waqteland° llke Lhe PoleSr”
“intoall 1mportanu areas. ‘

T‘ Jtrugg;e for alr power is: merely a contxnua ion of Lhe suruggl for sea =
and iand power. The forms of imperialist confliet are being modified even

‘during the present war, but, LLe 1ntenqlty and laatlneneso of anL conflict
con,lnuc. - : : '

THE MdRINES—~~SCOURPE OF COLO IA PEOPLES -

The 1nfantry force of L.e Navy, well tralned flnelv coulpped Marlne Corps
Has been used for a long time, and witl: deadly elfeculveness, by American . S
Irperialism to ‘crush colonial revolts, and to secure its 1mper1a11st policies -
-throughout the globe. Especially ‘has this been true -in- relation to Latin

America, {Cuba, Mexico, Nicaracua, San Domingo, -etc) in the past.. And while
LLe,RoosevelL administration has.used, and is increasing its use, .of -the -

‘power of .the dollar (1end~1ease, export-import loans, -etc) as the main weapon

to extend control over so-called allies and neutrals, it is certain that- the:

Marines will again be called upon, when necessary 4o seeure and/malntaln o

Anerican investments, and_to,lncrease them. - They are also being held as a
supplementary reserve for the crushing of revolt vhere it may occur, as for
cxample Puerto Rico & HNorth- Atrlca.'.””am is why the Marine Corps is belng _
built up during the. préseint war to a far grecater éxtent than is requlred by
the irmediate necessity of that war., Throughout the years the Marines have -
always symbolized the agnre531ve imperialist aims. of American imperialism.

“That 'is why, through "oot camps" and ‘the like Amerlcan imperialism has en- "

deavored to harden, to brutalizc and to separate the Marines from other -
branches of the armed service. ' We do not mean to state. that attanpts are not
made on a wide scale, 4o hardcn and brutalize all the armed forces, but this

has been historically  truc of the Marines to'a greater extent. Wit th the. :
~developrent -of a Tight for world supremagy,and part lcularly with the develop~
~ment.of revolt against imperialism, we will sec an even breatcr effort along

this line. Many years ago in the document rcferred to so many times we stated'

- Mhe big stick is . bound to follow tuu 'rood Nﬂlgﬁbor'" Thls ha’s become

cvxdent even to chlldrcn today.

THE NATIONAL GUARD—~—?PFE—COV CRIPTION”'CONSCHIPTION.

In ordér ‘to determlne what is going on aL preqent, “and Lo 1nfe111gcntly fore—

cast- the future, we have to look back at the past many times in thisg document.

- Let us take a look at our document.of three Jears ago and zeg if wkaL e then
. sald has not been bhorne out by experlencc. At hiat time we- sald
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“So determlned was txe Admlnxstraulon to 1mmed1ately carry
through ‘its giant military plans that it divided ‘the bills -
-s0 that oppositign would be' separated.- The calling up of . the

National Guard into: active military service is the first

- step of . conscrlptlon before actual COﬁ"CFlpthﬂ 1s 1naugurated._'

' Thls act Has 510n1f1cance ln a namberof wayss

‘ Flrst, fron a n111tary V1euu Lt increasés the armed forces to
the point where, accoraing to rellable bourgeois military ob-.
‘servers, it is ‘almost adequate for 'defense'. But this is only
the: flrst uteQ for ‘conscription to-build an army of 2 mllllon

- .nen - (agaln proof that it w111 be Ior OFFENSF).

Second now tham the hatlonal ‘Guard is belng called 1nto.f
active service, new forms of military forces will lave to-be
developed: against the working -class. Already the Amerlcan .
Legion and. other such boss class sroups are busily at work on
“plans to- mob1117e 'hopse: guards', (and a bill for this is =
before Congress) ‘et.c.~-~boss conurollcd military ‘forces that
.. can be used to’ crush 511 militant werking class and. radlcal
;-act1v1ty, and. of course, can be supplemented by the reg—
:.ular armed forces if necessar".

-Tulrd, the 1ncorporat1on of Lhe ouard lnto uh€ federal army,

thus completely eliminating their control by the states, is a-

]further indication of the' Europeanlzatlon' of - American, 5001et3
in“the military sphere; in this instance, "a step to, ‘destroy
“the cumbersome and ‘contradictory multi-state d1v1510ns of

, authorltj, and certrallve the m111tary forces under namlonal
.capltallst control.A ‘

~F0urth the calllng up of the Guards’ w1ll result inthe de-.
Vvelopment of many more officers (both from the Guards and:
Reserve Army Officers who have s ometimes manned them. in the -
past) who-w1ll in turn,,be used to uraln Lhe rawv recrults of

“the draft.

hTHE FEEDERS" OF TqE WAB VA”FINE

“As p01nted out. in. Lhe prev1ous document the boeses Thave'

; carefully developed secondary. forces of mllluarl shl,- both '
'bs developing 1deolog1cal ‘patriotism! and preparing for -
actual military. service. The’ Boy Scou,g; wLere a boy Jjoins

"aL the age ‘of’ ]p, and is pumped full of pamrlotlc 1deology

_ and taught to respect dLsc1p11ne,vls such "Ieeder" for .

' ;;tne war machlne, : :

<
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"T e R.O.T.C. in’ the. lir“ ools and colleges 8s been a i
_very important method of rrov1d1ng military training to S
millions of youths, and expecially for: develop1n~ reserve
offlcers wh o w1l‘ be able-to: ‘train- tre ravw conscrlbts. L

1similarly, the C 'M.T.o.‘has qerved 10 draw,ot er’ "ouths
into sunmer ‘training, who will likewise be better cannon-
fodder for’ the consorlpt army .. ’

c. C. PART OF kAR HACEINJ .
"OY eyen greater 1mpo,tance now is t}e C1v111an Conservatlon
Corps -for unemployed youths. When this was first established,.
many bourgeois “liberals’ praised Roogevelt to the skxes

for his 'humanitarianism'. But now it becomes evident, as v

we pointed-out. then, tkat tlls was. pazt and parcel of t“e
war preparatlons. :

R,

wan Associated ‘Press des pamcl ary. lv proves tLlS‘ 'Although'

the Clv111an Conservation Corps is not a military organiza-

‘tion, Director James J. McIntee declared toda ‘ttat it has -

"Vproved to bte an ezcellenu tralﬂln ‘ground for young men

reacrlng military 3gea

ﬂThe whie purposejof'tre';.c C.. Vao beeﬁ'toﬂtake:dﬁehployedﬂLVl '
‘youths in the process of becoming demoralized and 'entering -

the lumreﬂ-proletarlam which ‘would e costly from the

d‘polnf of view of crime, and other youtk who. would tave
“ become radicalized because of tleir, condltlone under ca-
. pitalist decay, and 'build them up', instill them with

disciplln‘ so that they will he hetter: potentlal soldlers.
- Just as Germanv has done through her youth orran1zatlons.

VMcInLee's repOrp is also 51-h111cgnt in L“at it states

that 70% of' all ‘enrollees were sub-standard :in welgh 33 and-
“had to be fed well in order to get up to normal welght

Here is ample proof of the rotteﬁees of the “American way" T
wiere tiie majority of unemployed youth are suffering from . =

.nalnutrlulon. So Roosevelt Teeds tliem but orly -to make thau'
~_better Cvpron fodder, since a sreat percentage of Ty 31661

reJect,lono fl@a‘th“ ary are because of malnutrltlow. '}-q
"He feeds Lhem to prepare them Ior ih army ‘VA c'rea.’t, ;uﬂ—
ber of C.C.C. boys will be drafted. Omhers, dOped by m111—

‘@tary Lralnlng, and\ﬂow bemr fed w1t propagardh lectu 2S
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: ‘ o e I o . v?lch, as has been explalned, are oart of t war rachine, -
’RE'LI:,F” PR().:H’M POR 4P lepos s e

S o R e - _o-vzu"Hunoreﬂs of . t”ousands of th.ese youths. w11‘ be. conscrlpted
f"lenw1se the WPA. and if. Y A. PFO”Fam were orlglnally o s U . for 'the battlefield, others will be subjected to forced
de izned as a rart of the wal rachine, and only now is .o 0 labor under military control in industry and agriculture.
. bhis fact Decoming apparent,. althous the Marx sbc p01wted o o ST R No possibility for a normal’ 1110J ‘Tor e economic and’
‘it out years ago. larrington, the tead of uhe U.P.A. e S R ‘social facilities to.get married, 'cetting down' and'be'a
issued a report hragging about the cont rlbutlons of. th - R L e useful force in society is open to-these youtl ‘under ca-
| y.{.A. for over five veare in oofoose : )Ulldln a1; . ST pitalism today. Only military.sefvice in army and factory .
ﬁpoxts(_ar°enals, etc., ard he promises 1o increase this . - £ .0 . faces them. Instead of offering jobs and security, decay’
work. : - o oo R | o . S ST .. capitalism can.only offer. a cun and death to ’ke 1ocked~
o o _ft_ S : S - out .generation. - _ T , :
"And ke 1mmed11oe1v starts to make good his promlse Dy . BT S e _ e L ,
establishing “Wational Defense' projects to trﬂln workers o B S . "WThiae youtt. must be won Lo-a'rGVOlutionary soru"clo for
- § : , . i - ) fREUR
for skilled and semi-skilled jobs in-industry. If worger ST ., . their needs. By precpaganda and action the revolutionary - AR
'1n factories are draftéd, ti.ese menwill take their place. e SO , : “Ma”"lsus must expose and combai th e influenceés of capitalist ..
If trese W.P.A. workers, are drafted, their vocatlona11 ' S S . decay and militarism over the voung workers and win :them
training will be of use in the meclanriz ed forces of the . .~ ... s LT ,o battle For tLe wor“ers.soc1€t7:“ o a
army R : L S - - PER S PR : ' ' '

“Hin rplétlon to fyooe Vofpef’ oﬁ rélief éilhouvh Lhé o e 1  : Every word of the above la~ heen oornc out . by the- cvents occurxln" 51nce then._
—st L food budgel “as injured their vealt. Lo .- T RN ‘Using all these forces, carefully -huilt up under "denocraulc and humanltarlan".
, semi-starvation foo \ ¢ o J. o .slogans the Roosevelr Rdmlnlstratlon ras udk N aﬁvantage of the actual out+
the poinu where many will not be accepted in },e army {d 18 L 3 .. break of rostilities. to proceed to link all-thesé forces ‘into a huge mllltary'
eVl? ent that °°°§ eligible ”?f‘e?s on relief will be to S .3_‘,f . machiné. From t 11° they procecd Lo furthier militarization of the whole of
vo ,101n_u_e army--or starve Lo '.o L L . life in the U.S.A. The establistment of the WAACs the VAVES the SPARS, the & -
"Horeover the présent fooc stamp plan w/ile Soeminély - IR j-': i " tremendous newspaper and radio and movie adveriisemerit given to. t“ese forces,;o
' Ny e 2 T g the militarization. of labor, tre. progosal to reglster and. craft into indus~ . -
oseparate% pron mllﬁtarisn i reaith, e Jlgart zni pli_7' : L . try as well as military service all women from 18 to 50 as well as men from -
‘iZELZ{ ioebzzl;;agér:ZLimztong ;it%—ggg%pi ‘Igozseaioizef oy {h"'18 t0 65, are but the culminating points of the developments already set out
form of re‘z%entaLLon of this section of 5oc1eun; it is a R ; in our former documents. All of t‘ls is }he very best proof of - what was long.
forerunner of .the Jermun and 3ritish ration carls,'Ln the - i . ago said by Clausewitz in his book "On War! - "War is the continuat 1on_of ;he;
near future for the wholc populution AR S f?vfrpqlltlc ' of peace by other means ', "All of this most’ elfectlvelv ~ives the. -
' _ - IR - "lie to the mendacious assertion that December 7 fundamentally ¢ anged everj—"
o S . . , ' o o IR ~.rthing,. because long before Deoemuer 7 processes wer& already exten81velj '
Tk 10 e o e el e o Amme  incTnes Tor vorh cemination o merican iperiatiom.

. C L o o . i - o ) Ni 1,1 3 \ I
,.-vzumms.-v A voupr. T T ” "H~ a0 ””“’I

‘ - v o LT :foThP Negro masses constitutlno aoout one~tent!. of L}e nutloﬂal ropulatlon,
H'T‘ LL ‘b‘ - .y - e . S ]
© h: p;onvi 21 milltarlfm axfoct‘ - §0“°' £r$??2is Z?{? SRR - face the most vicious douole exploitation - first as, workers, ‘and second" -
Luan ang, ob.er 8 rata of the working class. Mi IR ~.the vicious Jim Crow oppression (open and oruoal 1n Lhe \outu, "concealed"
American youth have [or years felt L e ravages of caplta- . - al :but Just as deadly in. tye North) S .
list decay. Over five million of them unemployed, another . o il o o ' s
.oyikglglllégg ei§¥evgar ;fagﬁa§ln” from sc“oolnan% n&; S ;” Man .degroes were fooled in uhe last war b Lhe boqses ’rromsﬁ\of equal tj
iof $10g12 witj oorprg:p;it ofogdignizggi%_ gaif Zf she Lo 3 tafter" the "war fox denocraq"" Thev served>in the army.ar £ und ‘the ;same.
. ) “ v JRREAE i erm“Crow restrl Lionis, w 4 5, (h bor .. 8€
ounemplosed coralled 1nto the w P A., C c. C., Y.n-, etc..;-, . . c 1 s, ere. gumn he dlrtlest wor},’( ard labor;




INT RNAffONRLQﬂEWS.v R Page 1

-Wor&, etc Y and often- were the Tlrst to be QdCrlxlced on the battlefleld
“when the arm-chair generals tad to accomrlishi a "manoeuver®. Then when th
fsurv1vors returned home, they found the same Jim Crow oppression.flndeed;
" they were "ordered" to take off their uniforms; there were many instances

- where angry -mobs forecibly stripped Negro soldiers of Luelr unllorms 1ns1st-4v

L ing that t}er once more accepu their Jlm Crow status. .

7.The deore351on lac severpl hlt vhe Nerro masses, who are the first to be .
fired, the last to be rehired, who face relief.and W.P.A. dlccrlmlnatlon,v
‘11ve in destltu 1on, migery, disease and utarvatlon.

"And for all its talL, the Adnlnlstratlon tas done pract1ca113 nothing to

“.. remedy these conn;tlons, and now, along comes the carxtallst regine with

- more promises, this time with the same old talk about fequality" ir the army.
This is the answer of tre hosses o the Vicious ‘double exploitation of Negro
warkers ~ not a word, not an action ‘to end the misery, hunger, discrimina-.

_ tlon, terror -~ bhut onl' the pronlsp t‘av since the HNegroes are- 1710 of the
population, the 1/10 of .the conseript’ army will be Mecroes ! "Equality™ 1n~A
deed ! The Negroes will e given equal. opportunity to die on the battle .
field for the rrofit system that doubly orpresses them ! And even this dis-

“f[graceful offer is further muddied by the fact trat tiie same Jim Crow divi- -

sion is still maintained in the Army, that Megro regiments are segregated,
ttat as in the last war,  the Negroes.og the dlrtlevn work- ano are often the
first to he slaughtered ' o :

”Since'the'entry of ‘thie U. % into the war, ‘and desnlte all ‘the talk about

_ "equality" and "democracy", the double oppr8851on and erp401*atlon of the.
Negroes 'in the army as well as outside, l.as bYeen brcaulv increased. Discri-
' nination is rampant. Recreation and social facilities are muck less in the.
case of Negro.troops than in the case of whites. On February 16, 1943, a
military Court Martial sentenced tl.ree Wecro soldiors to 50 years imprison-
ment at hard labor and. one to.40 years for ‘allered rarticipation in & so-
called riot". The discrimination against the degro soldiers Las. been exten~

“ - ded wherever they ‘ave c'one._In London for instance, pressure was brought

1o bear-upon the British tradesmen and ot ners ?o make tl.em compl ‘with the
,Amerlcan "democraulc tradlulor" : B

. .Tue double exp101tatloﬁ of - the Neﬁroe% is t‘us heightened ‘and 1nten51flcd ’
-by'militarism. The Negro masses nust be given guldance in the.struggle to
‘end these conditions, to fight against militarism; they must not be allowed
1o be deceived again-about "equality"..Unity of black and white workers is
‘essential in the strugg le against mllltarlsm, the. Nebroes must ‘be won as

orkers to revolutionary struggle especially as it affects the militarism

tructure, and take their place in the vancuard of the reVOluulonarj battles
of the w@rkln" class.« : :

“Union. : In this

Unlé€ss this is met w1th tHe sterﬂest and most eftectlve resistance thls

A1l this, of course,

surrendprlnf thelr galns sbould mllltary VlPtOTJ b
 :The 1ncrease of all tbls reactlondry lpglslatlon

" azainst the working class. As the exam
will be in many cases extra legal,

It musn ‘be p01nted out ‘that these

'lfa"my in that they are prafessional
‘against the workers;.
u‘_capltallsts.

r.w1;1 be won over to revolutlonary strug le; but the pol
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 THE POLICE ~— ANOTHER ARM OF THE BOSS STATE

“while the Roosevelt governmcnt devotes its main military attention to the -
.. ammy and the.navy for the purpose of .conquering and exp101tlnr the whole.

world, it does not rieglect other sections of the capitalist state,  including -
"special bodies of armed men", the police force. "Just as the federal govern- .

mént hias taken over the state guards so they take advantage of the preueﬁt -
war situation to develope and increase the police force. The "Gmen" (Federal -

Purean of Investigation), so glorified as an “onti-crime agency", now shows

ite true colors by organizing special classes for local and state police

.forces to ‘train them. to combat "Fifth Columinists", in reality all forms of
‘,mllJtant or revolutionary working class acthLty. In this comnection two
 further facts should be remembered. One is the instruction. by the PBI of

local and state police forees in the manner of handllng "riots". Every"
worker who-has been in a strike or a demonstration knows what -is meant by
this term. . The second facts to be remembered is the activity of thé FBI Ln
the Mlnneapolls case against the leaders of the Trotskyites and thé- Teamsthrs
instance the FBI was uscd as a’ direct- tool for the purpose,

among others, of throw1ng out one Union lcadersllp and uupylartlno it with
anothnr. S o

,Thls sess1on of Congress is preparing spac1a1 leg lslatxon to supplemcnt :
‘existing antl—worklng class laws, to:.combat all forms of militant and revol-

utionary activity that might endanger the military moves of American Imperial-'
ism, or endanger the proflts of 'the American bosses. This is going on de-

spite the wordy promlses of both Roosnvclt and Willkie to maintain 1abor s
fre dom", A .

!

ts of the working class,.
ight to strike, 40 hour week, wage standards. ,
is done in the name of "winning the war®, but in realltg
it is gn offensive struggle of the Nnerlcan bosses, who have no 1ntent10n of

e galned

will mean the complete crushing of the democratic righ
1nc]ud1ng all 1its galns, the r

the general increased

offensive of the bosses, leads and will lead-to a greater use of violence

ples of Mississippi show ‘this violence
But -thére will 'also be af ‘increase of. .~

the "1ega11zed Vlolcwce" of the boesrs in the form of uhe use of pollce. M*“\

Kl

pollce forces dlffer from a conscrlpted
and permanent agencies: of ‘the ‘bosses o

they will ‘always serve the reactlonary interests of ‘the

The major parts of the’ conscripted army, . compoaed of. 'workers

1ce w111 always
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be- fought, (although with a fayorable rela 1onship of forces in a revoI-_
'_onary perlod the workers may be: able to neutrallze sectlons of tHem).

"a¢1 workers rights and e11m1nate opposltlon to the war. . of 1mper1a11st
;oIfsnoe. .

1I¥PEHIALI SH . FIGHTS OFFENSIVE WAR

,Even before the war we p01n+ed.oqt the polltlcal—economlc reasons why Amerlcan
-;zlnrerlallsm must wage an aggres51ve struggle for control for the éntire world
- but someone may ralse the cry ‘"We were attacked at Pearl Harbor. and we must

" dafend ourselves" “ We shall answer this argument brlefly since other -

"o literature of the ICC and its’ affiliates has gone .into.the question in detail.

”voafflce it to say that in reality, from a working -class point, ‘of view, it-

makes no difference whether an imperialist power is fighting on its own soil
or .on that of its opposing robber; it is still a war for proflts, for-the
redivision of the world, for the increased exploitation of the workers, and.
_1nten31f1ed oppression of the colonial masses, for the maintenance of the
. rotten profit system at the expense of Lhu epr01tatlon of the- workers, and -
‘intensifidd oppression of the colonial massks for the maintenance of the
- rotten profit system at_ the ‘expense of the exp101ted toilers no ‘matter .in
. what land they may be. Aside from the above, general, and ‘miversally true
;.con51deramlons, however, the myth of defefise is an utter lies “This can be
sliown in two sentences.. First, Pearl Harbor 1tse1f was an acquisition of
’Tplunder on the part of American 1mper1allsts, and in addition the demands .
?;made upon the Japanese Ambassadors at: Washlngton were deliberately calculated
to bring-on an attack. Secorid, the attack upon French North Africa was:the
~ same kind of" attack. that was made by Japanese 1mper1allsm at Pearl. Harbor,
" Both cases are brilliant vindication of our contention that there 'is no reaso
- for. the Amerlcan—Japanese masses to- be shooting at each other and that wars

”flzr nlunder remain wars for’ plunder no matter which burglar fires the first
shot,, o , '

¥

_~Todav Amerlcan boys are in all contlnents,
~gullible 1ndeed to believe that th

& a matter of fact, all of us know that the original slogan of ‘"defense"-
has been- changed to "wictory". And we wre further aware of the fact, as

-pointed- out elsewhere in this pamphlet, that already the type of victory and

_Lype rof peace ‘to -follow th1s war are- belng fores*adomea as-a v1ctorJ for a
'poace of conquest ; - :

ahd it would take a person very'

MILITAHISM IN ALL PHASDS OF LIFE

In_th .mad acrambles for emplre in the past only a select section of the -
_ﬁlat;on was involved. The vast sections of the oppressed under ‘Chattel .

d Feudal society were oytside the arbit of militarism; their youth

her drafted nor permltted 1nto the > armed forc 2S. Evcn under s

-

€y are there for purely defensive purposes.

of'divlde the:World and ‘tte decrease d rmass.of rroflts.

©Tre crisis w“1c% now causes’

-~ ( and ite causes) in hicl: the rrocess of - thig ¢ concentration of capltal
without its simultaneous growth only 1ncreaoed these -contradictions = no-
;outlet for. this capital could be found. T.e present war: ord°rs - a subsidy

NTERNATIOWAL was‘

ecapitalism, up until ﬂwc present rerlod of Inperlallsn (datmo 1ron tke

tUrn of the-centur ) rercera13 ard volun*ecr armies carrled on t‘e battle.v

Ir t}e 11rst world war, consrrlpt armles r;abed e maJor role in ba,tle,

.~ hut the civilian. ropulatlon was. rerimented but livtle, until almost the end ,
“. of the war. How witl the intensilied decay.of worlu Cd{lu&llSH, reglmenta-‘

tion is becoming complﬂte - milivarism st rc*cnos ts hand into the remotest

ffsec or of act1v1ty, into business, home 1ifg, the” ;actory, tle famlls, the L
‘consumer, etc. In a‘tragic- 11tera1 sense the "prlvate lives, of all c1t1zenoju

are .cancelled". The bourgeois state governs ‘not. only what to eat, where 10

g0, but even where and lLiow to sleen, where and ow to woxk the wages of
' labor, w“at prlces are to be pald for corrmdltles, ete.,

'It would be a mlstake, “ouever Lo conclude from this tHat wovernnert 1nter-17

vention in all spferes of life on this unprecedanted. militaristic scale is
"1npart1a1" Oh the contrary, goverrment 1ntervertlon 1s dual it strives

‘to protect and shelter 1ndustr" and flrance by 1noreas1ng subsldles, "or-

ganizing" the process of "big-fisl. eay little fisk" - oﬁngreatsr monopolies,
and cushioning the shocks of var; and, on tlie oth:er hand, -it interferes in.

Q]r-o

- the lives of .tle proletariat to make cannon-fodder out of it and rlace on

lts backs tie costs of war and uu531d17a*1on.

- far from unif"lng the natxon, mllluarlsm lncreases t‘efcleavaee of the in-

Lerests of t“e two r‘onteqdmr c]asses..
'MILITARISH}AHD CAPI”AL'PROFITSV
Manf'people may think *“at thie expenultur“ of 311110ho and illions of

dollars for ver materials will mean an end ot eohcmic crisis for higher
wages, etc. Exactly tlhe orLosite is true. T.e last war. proved it. This war.

~ clinches it. The present war, eccurring ”5 rears after the last; -is thé most
*_dcc1s1ve expression of t‘e 1xsolva0111t3 of the contradlctloﬂs of capital~ .

ism. In those countries where tharewas accelerayed expansion of the caplval,:u
of ' Leavy goods incdustries (for: exanr1e steel) the cconomic effects of the .

' crisis were nost pronounced. Thie expansion of the forces of production

increased the gap between concentration of capital on t”e one. hand and- tbe

~ possibility of develoring any forces for the investment of capital on the

other hand. Hencd, the necessity under caritalism: for a new. struggle to ce~f

tlie war arose nrec1 e1" fxom the ;rcv1ous war

to 1ndustr and flnance - w111 serve. aS a sflmulus to e sy tem inan
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erab1e conuradlctlons, stralned bv B
reater. The increased rroductive for-+
ces’ a waJe outstrlp the markeun uﬂdc caritalis. True in.the’ rroces= of.
i fblood and plundsr, the very destructive nature .of this whole act will serve
“to increase tiie COntr&ﬂ’C‘lOFc;,VO e_owonlr OlUuLOq for capitalism is
ngOSSLble as_2, result of '“e war. - o

S 11p no’ oolut@on is poa5101e, it muSt be poin ted out u}at w1t“1n this
ffframework of decay, American Imp °r1a113m is rclaulvelv the Lrongest and

" mogt. poviekful -6f the 1mper1a11=t powers. Tis is of great 1nnortance in.
“relatlon tomilitariem, for in the lon" run, 1* is not 4ie size or nature’
sof the army t‘aL counts, but the economic_basg upon which the army rests
-Becau e of its strength, the Americap bourgeoisie can huild a. powertul armj

and Ye.in a relaulvnl' more favora“*e roqltlon p) wave of fensive war Ior
' .control of t”e world

”'7TLe Hour0e0151e v1]l autcm to vkle'all *“e" can out of '*e war, aven though
“this war maﬁerlally Aestro““ over 25%. of tle national income. The billions '
~of- dol]ars ‘that are deing expended will serve ag.a power$u11 shot- in the. arm

- for- Americah capitalism; just lile:a shot of morpuln hut the after e1f°ct
' 111 brlnr 1t Lo t*e 101nt oI deat“.g,. :

VEHNHEVT bUﬂbI I7AT“OM OP BI "EP PROFITS

“To of feet e coqt of eypan51on OK w&r 1pdu try fac111f1cs and’ Lo cushlon
the shock- after war, tlie Roosevelt. "bvernmcntvlrov1ﬁes extra means- of pro-
flt. We deal here w1th onl"vu“ree oth‘ﬁ mt,muw ueeo.“ I .

erft the so—callﬂ. ammrtlzaulon rrorram. TL1° is a two- -fold rovernment
.“OllCV w‘oreby: (1) The Government 1use1f will build cersain DWarts and
-f;whlle retalnlnﬂ nominal ownersnig,- lea thierm BRENT "%Eﬁ'uo t-c,large ca-
}]pltallsts, for productlon of war rate rlaJo. such is Pooseveld s'rIan; for
gllnstance in-relation to alrplano nxpeh31ou{ and already tueg federal govern-

ment"is building seven 20-25: million dollar munitions plants for, DuPorit. .’
y”hls rieans double rrofit for-ihe rroflt—ﬁonge“q-‘the Goverrment ra" for
'_bulldlﬂg these plants, and: then DuPonL and otrers will mat‘ufacuurn var matp-”
rial which will:be sold ta this same ‘government at a profit. -"“onscrlpv10n

of indusury" “under. carpitalism means ﬂovcrnment coordlnaflon of 1ndus*rv
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