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PQLITICAL REPORT. TO THE R.W,L. CONVENTION SR

Incorporated in this report is all the political material appears-:
ing in- the "Fighting Worker" and "International news" since the _
last convention, including the reports of the Central Committee
- plenary sessions since that time. This should be called to the =~
delegates' attention. at the beginning, because in the space of = .
an hour it is impossille to treat many phenomena except be refer- -
ence, and is only possible to bring out-the main points. . o

IMPERIALIST WAR AND CIVIL WAR

. A political report of any affiliate of the International Contact

- Commission can of course, only properly commence with en analysis -
of the world situation. The events since the -last convention ful-. <
1y substantiate the position taken at the last convention. More '
-and more the predominant elements of an imperialist war are giving
way to and merging into the predominant elements of -civil war. o
.What has happened since the last convention? Mass starvation in
India, accompanied by demonstrations, strikes, and hunger riots,
even though none of these rose to the level of August 8, 1942, o

- A heightening Qf.the-tensioq between the Chinese bourgeois on the
one hand, and the masses of workers and peasants on the other. A -
series of strikes in the U.S. the foremost in significance being.
the the various miners' strikes, but also of importance being the .
threatened strikes in steel and railroad. It is however, when .
we turn to Europe that the scenes of mass activity and impending.-
revolution are most marked. General strike in Denmark, c¢oal and
"ship yard strikes in England, actual revolt in the Greek fleet,
and above all the most significant event, following the  July 25.
Revolution, a strike in northern Italy. of some 3 to 6 million

- workers, raising political demands under the very nose of the S
-Nazi tanks, and in southern Italy, tremendous ferment and discon- i
tent in the masses leading to shift after shift at the top in an
endeavor to side trac!z and stifle revolution. ST e

N - 'REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION

All of this is of course due not only to the general decdy. of
capitalism but to the further economic dislocation and misery re-
sulting from the greatest war in history. At this point it would:
be well to recall the elements of a revolutionary situation set
. out'scientifically by Lenin as far back as 1920, and most classic~
- ally expressed in "Left Wing Communism", chapter 10, - The object=
~ive pre-ronditions existing in any revolutionary situation are '
the following: - S . ' ' I
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L i , : . ' ‘ : :
l. An all .embracing economic and political c¢risis causing a : e =
situation in which not only do the exploited and oppressed di~ S » INN“R IMPERIALIST FIGHTS :
sire a fundamental change of condition, but the rulers are also X . v - Lo TR
in a'state of donfusion, not kaowing what to do in order to main- I TRETUCOE Ten Thon & world standpolnt let us examine the criterls ..
tain their rule. S ) | o there an all embracing economic and political crisis? The answer
_ Lo , : - . e - to this is not only'in the affirmetive but the signs of ing
2s The more than usual increase in the needs and misery of the : 1104 y a rmatl ut tae signs ol growing
masses of eproited and oPpreSsed.' _ : , . . : crises, asvalready pointed out have greatly multiplied since the
' » L L - ; N o v lagt conventions Previcusly in this report we have pointed out . -
S, On accounk of the foregoing reasons an unexanpled inorease of | 202 of whe phenomens of economio and political crises. Lt us
%22;112§i8£ ghg iﬁgi°1Fed 3225°€pri§2§d£neIiuﬁhgiidggrizczg? e ~‘each side of the battle lines. Previous issues of the "Fighting
namely th;_ex?StenCeeo%saaMarxisg party, haviné the leadership " Worker" and'Intefnational News" have pointed out the grave contra=’
eud confidence of tho proloteriat, and leading Lenind the prolet- | Gictions between she inperialist sins of Greater Germamy and Japan..
, vaet mass o e peasan and ‘large s ns - , - 2Oy BA L 100 L
urban petty bourgeoisie, th§n1succeséful revolution is on the . ?hi Jaggnescbazmyotook.over the Dutch sast Indies, 'German capital-
order of the day. , o S A 8ts, through their pgovernment, made demand for their share in

i

: . , : S o ~ the exploitation on the gramd that shares of the stock in .the
'ROLE OF THE SOVIET UNION _ R ~ Dutch East Indies Company belonged to them by virtue of the Nazi
: A _ A ; R S - conquest of Hollande Japanese imperialists promptly turned this .
-It is from this standpoint that we propose to examine the world ' ,30wn, But even more significant are the shake-ups within both the . -
‘situation and the situetion in the U.S.A. Before entering into - tapanese and Cerman commands. As already pointed out in the FW =
this examination it should be definitcly understood that Lenin . ‘She shake-ups in the Japanese command of a few months ago must. bé . '~
wrote about revolutions in general and prolétarian revolutions - explained on political, not military grounds, This is particular-
4in. particular, but thet & distinguishing feature of the present J. ly true 1n;the case of Japan whose political structure is that of .
time from 1920 is 'the existencc of .th¢ Soviet Union as a work- 2 puppet Diet and a figurehead emperor subject to conflicting army.
ers' state, even though dcgenerated to an almost incredible cx- [j.  and navy groups representing ‘the respective interests of the o
“tent. We therufore have to take into consideration the rgle of Mitsul and Mitsubishi dapitalists. In Germany too, the signs of
‘the Soviet Union in. the oresent period of war and revolution, lncreasing rifts within the ruling class become more and more. . - .
- and something clse, the role of the Stalinist burcaucracy. -But _ yanlfeSF. Later on we shall deal with specific differences raised =
we must not fall. into the trap of just looking at the degener- . by the invasion of Normandy, but suffice it to say that the series -
- ated workers' state and’ the reactionary bureaucracy as isolated, [ = of defeats imposed upon the German armies, and particularly’ the
- One of the fundamental revisions made by the present arch priest defeats on the Russian fron%, have aroused extreme lack .of confi~
of revisionism, Mak Schachtmann, in the modern hand book of re- J - dence of the masses of central Europe in the Nazi government. The =
vislonism known as the "Struggle for theé New Course" is the-separ- recent quarrel between Rommel and Von Runstedt is primarily mili-
~ation of the S¢viet Union from the rest of the world. Let us not . tary but it also has its political ‘implications. We shall examine
imitate this. ;' - . L . , . this in-detail later, inasmuch as at the vresent time we are giv~
: . . o R . - , : ing a general world picture. When we turn to the other side of
Another- important point of difference between the .present and the the battle lines.it is easy to see that the apparent approach of '
period of 1914-1918 is the following: .In 1917, and for that mat- § = Military vietory ig rot solving the United Nations' contradictions,
ter ag far vatk as 1915, Lenin made use of the expression that ~ but is intensifying ‘them, - The first and main contradiction with~
imperialism had kneaded humanity into "one bloody lump". Rela- in the ranks of ‘the United Nations is between the Soviet Union on}b
tively true as this was at the time, it is absolutely true now. [J . the onc hand and énglo-American imperialism on the other hand. : -
The examples of Italy, India, Denmark, etc. reveal two facts. . W1t@1n phlg coatradiction, which has a very objective economic and:
One is-that it is very unlikely that there will be a successful -l5001a1.ba31§, the Stalinist bureaucracy tries to meneuver for its -
isolated revolution such as October 1917, But for the very same own clique intercsts by capitulating to 4nglo-American imperial-
reason, there is being prepared the biggest explosion that histo- -~ 187, attempting %o line up mainly with the U.S.A. against Britain.
ry has ever seen, embracing, if not continents, at least many. . - Put capitulation does not remove the ecoromic base of the Soviet.
. countries witnin its scope. ' ; ' ‘ ' ' -

| N Union, erd this objective contradiction increases with every mili~
T L ; : _ . o o ~ tary advence cven though the Stalinists attempt to make every poss
Sl s : ' R ' S S _Slble;SGncasslon except the final and absolute restoration of ca-
Pt : R B - , . - . @ pitalist property. R S S I D s
L T

'
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U8, = BRITAIN

‘Second therée is the continuing and intensifying antagonism be-
tween the U.S. and Great Britain.  The closer it appears that the
military defeat of Germany is inevitable, the sharper grows the
-antagonlsm between the U.S. and Great Britain.  This was vividly

- manifested at Teheran. The conflicts that took place and the cold-
ness that developed between Churchill and Roosevelt was not on
account of personal factors, but on ‘mccount of the fact that the.
‘approaching expected elimination of Germany would leave the U,S,A,
and Great Britain face to face as main contenders for the imper-
iglist world. In this connection we wish to reiterate and call.
attention to the thesis of the Cleveland plenum as to the respec-
tive differences.between the policies of British and American im-
perialism with regard to Germany and Japan. Great as this contra-
diction is, however, it should st1ll be remembered that this is a
conflict, within imperialism, and is subordinate to the conflict
to the Soviet Union and to the working class, becausc the 1atter
is a confllct between dlfferent 3001a1 systems. :

CHINA \

Third is a very complicated series of contradictions and. antagon-
isms within the ranks of tho rulers on the: qucstion of Chinai  As
indicated at Teheran and Moscow Great Britain is insistent on the
‘return of Hong Xong and her varlous condéssions in China. ‘The -
U.S. on the other hand is for the so-=called 'bpen door", knowing
.that her cconomic might would be sufficient to dominate the econ-
ory of China. As between these two conflicting powers Chiang Kai
Shek has oriented himself more on the side of the U.S.A. for un-
-derstandable reasons. But neverthcless, as admirably portrayed
from a factual ‘standpoint hy Agnes Smedley in the "Battle Hymn of
:China" the low level of the development of Chinese economy, the

terrible economic dislocation of even that poor economy due to the

war which has raged longer in China than anywhere else, the increa-
sing class antagonlsms have caused Chiang to attempt a rapproche-
“ment with Japan., Thee¢ can be no doubt that in addition to mili-
tary motives, set forth in the bourge01s press, the prime polltic-
el motive of the latest Japanese drive is to force Chiang to make
-up the mind of his class. Within the Kuomintang the widow of .

f'uun Yat Sen has come ocut with a denunciation of Chlang and Nadame
bhiang, her sister, as fascists. : :

BASIC ANTAGONISMS

Fourth there are other antagonisms of grave 1nportance in addi-
S tion to thé ‘above, the De Gaulle-Vichy antagonism, the De Gaulle-
- Giraud antagonism, the De Gaulle-AMG antagonism, the conflicts in -
South America between the.agents of U.S.A., Great Britain and
German imperialists, menaced :at all times by a growing class

conscious revolt on the part of the city workers and the peasantrYQ
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But basically the world political crisis affecting the ranks of
the ruling class reduces 1tse1f to three categories.

‘1. The basic antaﬁonism betveen the two social systems, the an-
v,tagonlsm between the economic base of the Soviet Union, and the
5economlc base of all otncr countries of’ tbe world._ .

'2.. Inter and 1ntra 1moerjalist antagonlsmo. The main conflict -

in this connection still remains that between the United. Nations
imperinlists and the Axis, and the main protagonists. here are
still the W8.A. and Germany. Within this same category, however .
there are serious differences within the imperialist camps on - each”
side. But all these are fundanmnhlly\antagoni ms within the im-
perialist structure arising out of the existence of imperialiem a8

- the decay stage of capitalism, and. therefore - fundamerially differ=

ent from the antagonism bctwcen the Soviet Union and the rest of
the world. o

3., There is the antagonlsm between the 1nperialist couutries and

the colonies. or sami colonies. China glves an example of the
.fund smental thesis that in these countries the native bourgeoisie -
+is incapable of playing a role other than that of tail to one or

another imperialism. To the example of Wang Chin Wel may soon

be added another chapter in that 1nteresting living text book
Chlang hal Shek. .

of course all the above flows. from and is subordlnated to ‘the gen-
eral world antagonism of cajitalists and warkér®. Even though we

.have teen considering the antagoanms from the particular stand-,;i
point of rifts within the ruling class, the more general aspect
‘cannot be neglected. For instance, one of the most important

phenomensa, the recent defeat of Tito, can prlmarlly -be explained
by the capitulation of the Stalinists on the property question.

As already predicted in the FW, thic has been even more the caseﬁc

in Rumania, where the- Communist Party of Rumania technically re-
mains 1llega1 after the occupatlon bJ the Russian army.

*CONOJIC CRISES

'Apparent]y so far we have mostly treated political phenomena

without touching upon the scohomic., This has bcen purposely done-
in thig report in order to pose and solve a fundamental, theoret~u
ical question. That gquestion maey be stated thus: Can there be.
an economic crisis.when the productive machinery is used to a
tremendous extent and when unemployment has been greatly reduced

~and in Some cases eliminated? We ‘have posed the question in the

manner that we did because superficially it seems that there is .
no economic crisis and yet there are tremendous political crises,
What 1s the explanation? The explanation is very simple. As- al-
ready pointed out in 1914 by Lenin in the crisis in the "Second .

‘International® the war 1tse1f is an all embracing economic and

polltlcal er131s. True as this was in 1914, it is: a thousandf
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times more true today. The present imperialist war itself is
truly a world war. And it is still truer that not only is this
-war in general an expression of capitalism at its rottenest stage
. of decay ‘historically, but it also creates a form of cyeclic crisis
- within the general crisis. This has been very ably explained in
articles in the IN on "Inflation" and the peculiar forms that in-
flation takes today, and the delegates are referred to these ar-
ticles for further elucidation. Suffice-it to say that the mein
manifestation of the economic crisis is the destruction by mili-
tary means, not only of commodities, but of the instruments of pro-
duction as well. When a $5,000 bomb hits a $5,000,000 plant all
the factors coicerned, the plant, the bomb, the workers, the ma-
-¢hines, repressnt economic crisis. Use values are obliterated at
- the same time that exchange value literally disappears into the
zire. Therefore, it is a palpable all-embracing economic crisis.
‘¢iving rise to the important surface phenomena in the political
realm that we have already shown. - : '

Summing up we.say that all over the world there is in the ranks.
.0f “the world bourgeoisie and its Stalinist and its social-demo~-

cratic stooges an inability tao consolidate their own ranks. There

is already maturing very rapidly the condition that Lenin des-
cribed in 1920, "The rulers are unable to rule as before".‘

MISERY OF THE MASSES

We-come now to the second prerequisite. The increase in the needs

“and misery of the exploited and oppressed. What about this? In

'~ China and in India where the oppressions of imperialism and its
superexploitation have .been superimposed upon a semi-feudal base,
“there 'is actual starvation. Not just hunger, which has for de=- ..
' cades Leen the lot of the colonial slaves, but starvation in the
~most literal sense of the word. BEefore the war bourgeois sconom-~
‘Ists pointed out that the diet of the Indian worker was on a par
‘with relief dlets .in famine times and less than the diets pre=-
scribed by the jail regulations. = Now with the transformation of
- Indian economy into war economy with the denuding of India of
wheat, .exported in times.of famine, there has ensued actual death.
diet. In Bongal 25 thousand diecd from starvation’ every weck.
Bourgeols ncwspaper reporters tell of traversing the streets of
Bombay. and Calcutta and seeing every morning corpses of men, wo-

—-men and children, who have died during the night.- China presents.

. @& similar picture. -Daniel De Leon once said that there were three
- GYets for the exploited Chinese, one section of the population
lived . on rats, another less fortunate on the tails of rats, and

;:.the least fortunate on the memories of the tails of rats. De Leon

;' did not enjoy the happy faculty of living to see the full fruits
©.of capitalist culture in the gustatory realm. Now he would have ~

. ~had to add a fourth category, of amnesiacs, who Lave even lost the -

uforesaid memory. e

P
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~In Italy a recent article in "Liberty" substantiates fully the ;

R.W.L. thesis at the time of the ‘ousting of Mussolini. We pointé"
ed out then that is was quite probable that the Italian masses of

.southern Italy would at first welcome the AMG, and only later, o
~as a result of their own experience, .discover that the capitalist -

Dage remained the same as ever, and that there was no change in
their condition. This article goés even.further. . It discloses
that there has not only been no improvement in the masses in

southern Italy, but that particularly from the standpoint-of meat,
prices, wages, inflation, etc. there has been an actual worsening .
of their condition. 'And it further pointed. out that the cries-of

~relief .and exultation which greeted the invading armies have now

been changed to mutters of rage and discontent, daily growing
louder 'and louder. We have only picked out some characteristic
examples, but they might be multiplied and exterided to cover the
entire capitalist world, and to cover as well the Soviet Union,
which as long ago pointed out by Lenin and Trotsky, cannot avoid .
being entangled in the general capitalist environment.  In that
portion of our report dealing with the situation in the U.S.A.

we shall discuss conditions there. ‘Suffice it to say at this .
time that thére has been in general an increase in the needs and
misery of the exploited and oppressed here, although not to any=~ .
where near the same extent as. in Asia or even Europe. ' o

- POLITICAL CONDITION OF THE MASSES

But . the increasc in misery is not exhausted simply by an inquiry -
into the state of food, clothing and shelter. It also embraces - -
the political condition of the masses. Here, in the U.S. and .
cverywhere else, there has been a positive worsening of the poli-

‘tical condition of the workers, the peasants, and the urban petty
-bourgeoisie, War time regulations and military government are

stripping the last fig leaves of democracy from the harlot bodiésf
of the erstwhile democratic ladies of U.S.A. and Great Britain,

tal", a part of the misery of the exploited and oppressed. .

- This also constitutes, as Marx pointed out in Volume 1vof,"Capi-iﬁ‘

’Summihg'up on this point then we. can definitely say that not.oﬁiy

is the ruling class. disunited, but the ruled and exploited have -
had a more than usual increase in neéd and misery, an increase '
which is not only & part of the general decay of capitalism, but

-a part.of the accentuated cyclic crisis =~ the second imperialist-
ware - . o : . IR

 INGREASE IN MASS ACTION o |
As we have stated above the third prerequisite of reVOlutidhafy'

situation is the more than, ususal increase in the activity fwt'f

- wasses. This has been the case in the present war much more.
it was in the last. 1In the last war it was not until 1916 t
" the firstlmanifestations of diécontent,,éfAciv1;‘wariltgok place
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‘the Easter Révolt in Dublin. And that was on such a minor scale
. that 1%t led to a legitimate polewic¢ by Lenin on the one side and
. Radék and Piatakov on the other as to whether 1t was a real revo-

- lution or putsch. 'But in this war there have beén manifestations

of independent working class revolutionary action from the first

. days (Warsaw) down to the present time. - All that we have. to do

- today is determine the tendency. .Is independent revolutionary ..
action of the masses decreasing -or increasing? The examples of

- Italy, England, the U.S., Denmark, to mention -only a. few are in-

"dicativé of .the trend. The general strategic trend is upward.

The. tactical variations we shall mention when we come to parti--

cular countrieca. oo : : ST

'PRE-REVOLUTIONARY .SITUATION

On a world wide scale we may take it as definitely established
“.that there is a tendency to positive increase in all the factors
.of a preerevolutionary situation. We may take it as established
that these tendencies have increased and deepened on a world wide
‘scale gince our last convention. We can consider as established .
.the fact thet the activity of the masses is both more intensive:
and extensive in this war than in the last. - We see then all the
conditions for revolution and we can definitely $tate thet within
~ the immediaté future there will be revolution. But, as Lenin
. also pointed out in the aforementioned chapter of "Left Wing
.. Communism" not évery revolutionary situation produces a revolu-
“tion, imuch-less a successful one. To the foregoing objective

"ﬂ’factors there must be added the subjective factor, the revolu-
~~tionary party.

Now a party does not grow in such periods .as the
present by mere accrétion, but by leaps and bounds on the basis
of revolutionary program.- And this growth of ‘the .party does not
. take’ place in a vacuum.. It takes place in. the midst of the c¢x-

- plosions of the masscs, experience of tlic masses, and as a result,
Jamong other things, of such explosions and such experiences.

STALINISM AND TROTSKYISM

- What is the record.in this réspect? We have witnessed in the
. -past two years a further decline in the prestige and influence
--and organizational growth of the Second International. We have

- seen the formal dissolution of .the Third International and have

. 8c¢en not only orgenizational liquidation but the vilest kind of

. ddeological surrender to the bourgeoisie. Wc-have scen this in—.—
-India, in China, in Italy, in England, in the 'U+Sv; not to speak

of the Sovict Union. The Stalinist machinery has become the open;

c.gbtrike breaking, slave driving defender of capitalism in the -ranks
.0f the working class. .One instance sufficcs. :Harry Bridges, -
whose line. swihgs with every Stalinist turn, now declares that
not .only are strikes "unnccessary and harmful" in time of war
~but. that the same will 'be the case after the war. This will
bring:about going homc on the part of many of the Stalinists and

- s

N

ST

a)eertain number of splits, ss for instance. has already teen the
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- casa In Ttalye. Bult sbove @1l it will mean. the lessening of the

Influence of the: "Communist" perties wherevemr thaey.are. This s -
being inereasingly mealized even By many backward workerse It is
therefore. all the more signifiicantt that the Trotskyltes, bathh
factions, come forwend as the biggest: objective potentiel swppont
of capitaliam in the ranks of the working class Wy thelr adwoceey @
of & Yranzitional program, amnd particularly the labor party, That
this is not an, izolated nmtilonal thing, but am intemational memiw=
festetiom off cantnism, can be. seen by taking the attitude of the
Trotskyites im the most significant countries, the Sowiet Union,
UeSeksy Greatt Britaim, Germany, Itely, Franes, Indiz, Chinse Im =~ -
eacch eountny you will find an adaptation of centrisme Im regaard =
to the Soviet Uniom these centrists either mpeak of the dual role -
-off Stalinfi=n. orr off "red .imperialism®, Im: the other countries. o

‘thelr main: slogan= are such tneps as.& laborr party or opem advoe

cacy'aﬁ'thg boungeols state im the ﬁarm_aﬂ‘Gansﬂiﬁuwnﬂ;&asemhlx&

-
¥
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ﬁh&‘smaltaforﬁas Gf'tﬁaifnfénndﬁion&l-cbntaat Gommi&sidn:an& mm
the increases. But it slioulld be distiinetly understood thatt it is

'Q;moreflikely than othenwise Im the present situatdion: thett the
.forcez and Ieadership off the ICC will grow om & world mcale as

& resultt ef the. expemience af.the wast messes disilluwsioning L
Yhem es to the latest manifestations of reformism emd perticulare
Iy centrism. *-Butt in the period such ez the present this does , -
not mean yeamwse Ik means rather months, and im some -cases  evem

. weekse

-

*, SOVIET UNION:

And now. in this eonneation in conzidering the subjective faectior,

it becomes neecessany to. referr btack to the. olijective conditions

in vamioug oountiries, including the: state of mind of the wonke Ce
ing classe Im a reportt %o am afifiliate of the ICC nuturally tie .

" pepor¥ mugt dwell mostly upon thése.countries, including the

Us. o Hu. which most. directly affect the work of the BWL U.Sebe -
It spould be remembered: in this connectiom thoti since. the lmst
convention. millions mora of e S. Ae Zoldienm are scattemed all
awer tae manlde - More than ever. Before ewents lmAfricg, im

| Aslay and purvicularly in Eurgpe have their reperaussions heres
Maere; Shan cven before lig iti-also tnug that the foremost countiey

revoiriiiomiar powsr in the world is. e Ue Se Ae It has trained

i,Aand“mangﬁ-n+'Iionssof.mengwith,the.pnim&ry.purpna& of erushing
. ’Ghr. proliforian ravolutions ;- Te,that end it subordinates eweny=
- Wing. ewvzr whe conflict. for wonld dominmtiom with ite nasrest

?mEEQi¢llsﬁ ".oalse - Therefiong, we atant an examinetlom of the
ot spchut of world emonomye. . i . ¢ | R

PRI
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Taiiniam, desplite the buresneratid chsfades

Rugsian amy, desplte all the patriarchs; an :

- despite: ewen the pnoposed contritutliom off one billion: dollaws
~ar more by the Sowiet Uniom to the Inbermational Benk afterr the
wal, and despite ik may be seid the premature walling of Max ‘
Schactmenn, the: fact nemainz thet the economic basze of the So= -

. wiet Uniom plays & most signifilcant mole. im world politiics. ,
Whats canses the greatest fiean on the pant off all the imperiallsts,

Iz the contimied adwancée afi the Russian ammys Nob besause they
femr Stallm, (they want and need $talim) and not beozuse they _
- Leaqr any of the. Iesdewshlp of the Busslan ammy, bul btecmize they
know that. objectively the: wory existence of a degenercted workers
state is & menace to the whole system of capitalisme So the old
- planz aof all the imperialists, alll thedr dlsagreements smong
themselves mistk be and are subordinated to the fflght against the
Soviet Union as a pent of the world proletsyian. rewolutioms - It~

- ¥ in this connection thet thera must be considered.the invasion

off Normandy, the events ilm Italy, the events im Yugoslavie, etc.

The. invazion of Nermenmdy hes by no means shown intself to he tie
 invesion afl western Eurape. Alrendy =ix months ago we poimted
out that the determining fxetor im &Il the Allicd militiary mowves
- vas the fear afi proletmmiom nevolutioms All that they hawe done
- i Normandy lis to selze a bridgehead primarily flor the crushing

- of the centrel European revolution and only secondarily as & -
militany move agsinst Germanye L .

' The. Germam Yourgeosie, reali%e: thise. That is the explanatiom of
the. fact that the DNB nesrly always brosdeasts the news of Russian
. wietories Before TASS, and very often. exaggerates the importance
“of the wictorlese They are in:effeat saying, “"Roosevelt anmd
Chunchill,, you see haw badly we: are: being licked om the e&sticxm
~fronte If we don't get together seome way bolshewisn. is going to
~@wee alll ower Europe™s For a long time when there. wes military.
stalemate around Stalingrad et trememious eosts of both Russism
and. German Lives and matenial, the: UsSeAe ami Great Brnitaim were -
very satisfieds At that time when practically the whole mass of
the German army hwd beem thrown o the Eastemm Fronmt It is nidie-

-eullons to assert that there ecould have beem m» inwasiom of France.:

Italy wae only invaded when zocisl revolution. impended, and im
‘arderr tom stop soclal revolubtfoms Despite Schactmarm the astuse -
Roaseawelt and Chunchill know what would be. the effect of contiin-

.. ued Russian advance. against Germanye They fear neal newalutiom-.

: oy and aw doex Staline I :
should not be forgotten im thim connectiom that Stalin iz just as

' ‘afraid of entering Berlim as are: Roasevelt and Churchiil of his
doinz sos. The first and primany motive of invasion is to have a

spring beand of asttack em the proletarisn rewolution in central
7 Buropos But all of them:are in the position of the man who Iet

o the genii eut of the bottle and couldn®t put him bmck ime. Ine
. vazlom means weskening and defeat of the Nezi army, and that leeds § =
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to & result mozt unpleasant far all the inperialists, namely reve -

alution: in central Europe; and would be equally unpleasant tio

Stalim as well. How do-the Allies and the Stalinists attempbto -
zolve. this so as to: save their nespective roles? Eoth foress =
have agreed at Teheman and elsewhere to moke: thelwr mejor concem . -

- tration the struggle against Proletanian Rewvolutioms. . The Sta;li‘n-F' “
‘lztz have openly admitted that the: Revolution nepresentis to their

the biggest obstacle to:’continuancs: off theimr regimes The Allies,

~an their part, will not only use. Stalinism (énd other forces) for -

this purpose, but they awe preparing even today forr an ewentual . &
struggle agadnst the Soviet Unlon, which they recogmize az a po-

tantial bulwank of the impénding revolutiomary crisise

FORMS OF CLASS COLLABORATION:

Az waz agreed between the different points of wiew mt '-t)he plermim -
which considered the first Italian revolution the maim resort of
the bBourgeocizie iz to force, militanry forces That iz why mil~
lions of =soldiers in both the: imperialist. camps are armed and

ready and why such a. lange. proportion are kept in: reserves Alzo’

ag we have already pointed aut this is not a period in.which the

. bourgeoisie can afford to:usa the velvet glove of demoerasy .

rather than the iron fiist of fascisme This doez not, howewer,

‘lesmen the. dangen of centrisme Im Franee they tried to throw

across the trail of the rizing masses the red herring of metioms .
ali=me In England and the. Us Se, the labon party, in India the

' . Constituent. Agsembly. Since the prerequisites for rewolutionsry

zituation are matairing napidly, since the main resmort of the -
bourgeoisie. is to open forae rather than democratic deseptiom ~~
(the changing words of Churchill are wvery illuminating im this .

‘. connection),  the mein agitational and- propsramdsswark of our

forces must. be devoted to the idea of real soviet power and the ..

' immediate taking owver .of the instruments of productiom as an imw .
mediatie solution to the increased needs and misery af the. woarks
ing class and poor peagants.  Im this fight we can only wim by

pursuing & bold coursagmmot by trying to.out reform the reform= .
isbs or out ceptrize™the centristse . . R

Ry 1

- The advaﬂée.“j‘i‘ the RuSSi'an_‘a;f:rjr'i;_"tc.-"'ith@”;b'orders: -of central Europe -
- cand- our reaction tw the problems caused thereby has been adgwsr -
- quataly “touched upon in. the. anticle "What Now* im the INe This .-

article is fundamentally nothing newe It places the maim axls .-

of our activity on the permanent revolution, but amplifies this

conseption from the tactical standpointe This iz the only car='
rect way to pose the questions as against both Cannan amd Schiach¥%

q -

 Another "hot spot" ig Italy. The FC has already pointed aut Im

- s

the. anrticle “Germeny the.Key to the European Revolution® that. the




Italian. revolution can only be muccessfull if it iz connectad

. with revolution in greater Germany. But this is not to be taken

- .in a. mechanical senses Ncither the bourgeoisie nor the proleta=
‘riat just sit by and wait until central Eur cpean. neswolutiom is

~ on tha actual order of the daye The. whole history of Italy im
the past couple. of years indicates growing dctivity of the masse
‘es on the one hand, and various shifts on the part of the bour-
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. geolaie on the other in an endeawar to head off actual fight for

powelte Beferences are made to the present as a. Kerensky periods
- Thig is only-a Iimited analogye The opportunities of the Ttal-
- ian and. international bourgeoisie .for man euwering with the

forms: of democragy are more limited. Tho apparent progress from .

- Mussolinl to Badoglio to Sforzs and Bonomi are only significant
- In representing formal concessions to the growing pressure af .
the ‘magscze It 1s not deemed necessary to do atherwise at this
point than to incorporate our analysis lzid down in'the FW and
IN and particularly im the IN article "Trotskyism in the Period
of War and Revolution". o ., E S
INDIA
- We ‘incorporate. in the report all our material on India since the
last conventions Suffice it tb say that- on the basis of our
analyses new and bigger developménts in India. are ‘to be expectod
. in the very near futures That our world view is fundamentally
- correct 1s proved by a recentarticle by Drew FPearson- in which

that «olumnist. says. that large quantities of men and material
- have been sent by Roosevelt to India with the avowed purpose,,

/- not of launching an attack upon Japan, but primarily of suppress-

ing potentiali revolis: of thoe Indian peoples
- ' CENTRAL EUROPE

Qur vicws on the-éentral‘Edropeah revolution have becnfadeqddte~*

-~ 1y expressed in a number of articles in the FW and IN, ahd peme

tlcularly in the article "Germany, the. Key to the European Revo=
-lution"s The invasion has not changed thise The primary pur-
pose. of the invasion ia to-have points of -departure for attaek

- -on revolutionary forcese Its secondary purpose iz to hold -

- enough troops of the German army on the westeri: fronk so thati a

- war of mutual extermination can take place on. the sasterm: fronts

When the full scale, mass and speedy operstions take. place 1.

~.the west, 1t will bé a particularly decisive proof that the rayo=

. 1u?ioqagy;situatidn in central Europe is: reaching the boiling
pointe " . . 0 S S ' S ’

- UNITED STATES

"HQIAéainst_that'béckground'or Wind situation'wé now prbpefIy'cbn- N
- sider the situation in the U. S. A. The economics of the present

o period in the U. A Ae also reveal elements of crisise We Cane

.- not expect to find thiwm orisis in: the old forms We are dealing

L '(,‘

- Lovestone theory of exeaptionalism. However, bearing the above
anution in mind, we intend to examine the present-state of social

~ South, based upon « = semi-fendal method q

- the delegates that dbspite the torminology, we

4
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‘with a world economye Various: articles in the FW and IN, and

particularly the articles on inflation give a guffificient factusl
pieture and theoretical analysis, S0 az not to need reiter=ztiome
‘Since the last convention we. have. witnessed the same fundamental
trends.. A considerable shift to the right orr. the. part of the
bourgeoisiey with a continuation of a shift to the laft on the
part of large. sections of the working ¢class, emd particulanly the
basic. heavy industrial sections. It 1z undoubtedly true. that if

- American economic and political life is.taken by itself, Us Se 4o

le much farther from & gre-revolutionary situation than Europe or.
Asias But such an application would be meéchanicel. The foremost

representatives of the bourgeoizie Hmve: lieen compelled to admit

the interconnection af the whole world. See for instance, the

book by Wendell Wilkie, bearing the significant title "One World"s

In such a situation one can less than . ever base policy . on any

life: in the Us Se Awe from the. some gtandpoint az we. did the: wonld
gituations : o oo ‘ :

- Firste What.is the status within the ranks of the Us Se Ae mil= .
- ing olas=?. It can definitely be. stated that since the last: con~

vention two processes have been in conflict, one being in the
ascendant in the first period and the other in the last flow
monthz. The first process was that of drawing together in: the-
ranks of the. ruling classe. The culminating point of this was at
the time of the miners' strike. . Faced with a . militant strike in.

one of the most bagic industries practically. the. entire Houre

gealsle rallied around the regimee, But after the miners' mstrike,
and after the subsiding of the threatencd strikes in steel and
Rallroad, the second tendency,, that of disunity, came into. play.
Today this tendency is in the ascendant. ‘Very significant im -
this respect is the long fight between tha Old Dealers im the

f cxplaltation, and the
New Dealers, representing the real capitalist elementze This
fight has already regeived attention in the coIumne of the FW im
the article "Barkley Blowz Off", and was forecast at the time of
the: Cleveland program in the thesis presented at that plenum ow

the. Souths But it is very significant that for instance im Texas -

where. the fiiight is very intense: the semi-feudal elements withim

- the: Democratic: Party find themselves reinforced by large Repulb
“Lican Party enemies af tha,NGW'Deal,.including'big sections: of

finance capital, -

Ih connection with the growing inability of the ruling class tio

Fule as before the conflicts within the Democratic and Republie
can Farties. should ﬁg noted, but of st'ill greater importance is :
the conflict betweeH Political aetion wommittee of the.CIQ and . . .
the Inbor party advocateme It will of course be no gurprise to ==
: , pt this confliet
&5 an expression of the contradictions: within. the ruling clesse. = '
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Lenin long ago pointed out that a so-called Iabor party lis notlp-
ing But a boungeals party followed by the workerss So thatl the
recent, fights that have taken place: in this sphere,, as well as

- the: conflict in the New York ALP are not, &z the centristz would @mrale in the government's servieee .This commmde pointed outt

- have . us believe gropings towerds independentt political working " tiad the tremendous influx of women warkens, including many wow

 class action, but are fundeamentally an expression of divisiam in - men: frrom Hackwand agranian sections, and many housewiwes who had

- the ranks: of the ruling clmss as reflected in the minds and actiion §  nasver been wage workers before, into government clerical employ
of. thedr Iabor stoogese o : : SR o -
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the firing off Negro wonkers.  The dlalectics of the thing may L
B wedll shown by eonvensation had by @ member of the. PC-.with'a

B

e

o o f§ Dbrought with It @ terrific wave off reaction. This reflected o
, , ' o o . . itself in the UFWA, and of wourse the Stolinist leadership was

' WORKERS .IN THE. Ue S _ S = : very glad to base itself upon these elementme But, said this. v
_ o . . T : - o . - aomrade, "Look.at these game. workers mix months: or a year after=

- Prooecding in the same. manner we find an increase in the needs -wardz and.we. zee a. different picture. . How rapidly they have be-

"~ and misery of the working classe The. government and employers ~ aome disguatede How do they now listen to us when before: their
try to hold down the workers to thes "little steel" formula, and = ears were entirely closede" This little example tells morethamn
this lying formula, the rcal nature of which has been shomn im a. whole. volume of statisticse ' ) : _ o
‘the. columns. of the. FW,, iz itself an expression of increasing ' : ; (' s : o L

Us Se CONTRADICTIONS S :

0

- aconomia: nped- ori the. part of the working clamse. Whatt do we mearm
by this? - Well, the formula: says: that there hag heem only an im-
crease. of 154 in the cost of living and holds or tnies torhold '
the working class to thatie But ewen the most consernwative rer
- Iialble: figures: show that there has been an incremse of 43%. .

Summing up we. may definitely asmy that the same factoras which
. affecti every .ather country. in the capitalist world affect the:
re : . : , Us Se Ae, although to a lessened extent. .But again we point out
Therefore it fiollows that if the working class is restricted to g U0 the delegates that: the very appaaent strength: of Amewlicam fime
a 157 increase and the. regl incremss has been: 43% there has actu=~ perialiam is the. source of ztill greater, more widespread and '
ally been a: drasbic .out in real wagese In additiom tq that, as = '§ more flamereaching eontradictions then that af any otherme As exe
. we: pointed out with megard. to»other countries, the restrictions- -penrience has shown the American worker doea not have: ta ba . ne-
upon the werking cldass dre increasinge The necessity of releas~ duced to the economic level of a. Chinese coolie before he re=
- .eg from jobs, militerization,.combined attacks upon the rank end’ woltize Such a thesis would be most mechaniecmlls Om the othem - _
- file by the.-government, the bosses and the Xabor bureaucracy, . . ‘hand' as the PC Has already pointed out that: it would be equally
all these lead .to.an incregse in the. misery of the: working classe mechanical not to sec the varied plcture in the Ue Se Ae More
All of this has been analyzed before; and the: ‘only gquastion for = than ever it is nccessany to qonaretdze. For instance if we con
. the conventlon:to determine is whether or not there i= & ten~ ° "" R jintervene im Danville, and that will depend not only -upam the
- dency to dncrease :of this or relaxmtions Without going intio'a. W' situation there, but ugon the atate of our forces, we shall hHowe
‘mass of figures,, it may definitely be. taken to be estabilished - - . to work out a« solution which will unite the Negro and white '
+that the: tendenoy im undoubtedly towards incremse of repressiomns R workers in a fight: for complete elimination of diseriminatiom
Mors. significant than many delegatcs think, is the fact the® * B and & fight for the general raising of the standards: of livinge -
many lseues off the. F¥ and IN have been banneds .~ .7 0 " In such a situation, as in many others the slogan of workers cone

T S R T e . . v trol of production will play a tremendous parte .
- The. period since the last convention Has shown to blind-people n o _ S ' , : L
that. the motivity of -the exploited and oppreszed iz distinhctly - & polittical report. elearly conasists of three partse A4An anal=
“on the. incremase We have cited instances of this in. the refort - yals of fitcts and. tendencies;, a report. on past activity and &
and 1t is not necessany to reiterate same. But it 18 necessary proghosis for the futuree. , 3 » S
to point out that this iz not a univemrsaX plcturee Due to. the S : '
. &smallness of the Manxist. forces, amd due to the: fact thalt a perw
- lod off war and rewolution raises to the Nth degree of social
manifestations, progressive and .reactionary, we find a complex
- and confused pléctures  We find for. instance ait one end ‘of this.
- moale the miners fighting the bosses,, the government and Lewis port, a= that is the function of. other reporters, but we shall
- am wellle “Thizx waz & glorious poge in American history, despite endeavor to give the delegates & political picture. of what we o
. the fact that it weg more spontoneous: than consciouze Al the . have done. The figures, etcs, will be supplied in the Onge rmae -
“. ‘other end of thes-secale we: find such disgraceful things as the - port and the trade union reporte I S ‘
. textile:workenz af Danville,, Virginis, golng om strike to compel R

ACTIVITY OF THE BWL

We now take up the past activity of the. league. in the. pariod
Justi mentioncds Of course, we shall not go into a detailed mee-

"Sihce ‘the last convention the work of the FC may._.be.'d'lvidedi into
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the same. categorics as thosc of Engels,, namely, the work om the
thaoro.tia&l,a%hc cconomic, and the practical political ficlds.
Theoratically,, there have been good contributions in t_hc kpa.gth
periode What gquestions eame up?. The rocal nature of inflatiom, -
nationalism and conmbrism, again the naturc of the Soviet Union, -
" and tha theorctical guestion connccted with the adwance af the

.. Russiaon armye Tha rceporten docs not intend to go into a. lengthy

analysis of thesc, but suffice it . to scy that the RWL is thae anly

organizmation that has oven attempted to make a definite contwi= -

bution to Marx's. theory with regard to. present day ewventse The
reporter sgys this advisably, because  the work of Schachtmanmn

" can in no sensc of tha word be considored as Marxisme The Can=- .
'nonites have .put out nothing of a. theoretical naturee 9£'c:ourﬁe, _'
. so farr as the Stalinists are concerned, the main '"coxtribution®

haa been the article of Leontiaw in ®Scicnce and Sociaty®™ come.
- pletely mepudiating Marzism in sctualitye. . -~ . :

The ec'dnomic', ‘which means 'mos.tly‘t.hc union f'ield.: iz to be cow=

ened in another reporte. I just wish to point out that the polite

ical base for the activity of the FC has been breaking of the

" @lass truce: by condentrating on resainding the '"nosstrike ple@ge_"'

and withdrawal of all the labor members ffom the WLE.

Wit;h 'ragardﬂ. to whot mey be called the' practical political doti=- o

vity the EC has based itself on ¢encentiration on the clementary
steps of turning the imperialist war into eivil ware At this
gtage this means mostly the gothering of forecese. Coneentration
‘has. been an the Kelly casc, an anti-wxrr exwse,, @ casce involwing
-tho. struggle of the Negro peopley trade union work, counterpose= .

ing-of the. shop steward system to. the labor party as a politieal - :
fight; and enlightenment of the. working class in all the:cgrnmt

avents toking place since the last conventiomne o

“Polim’nuliy from all standpoints there has beon an adwances This

has boon groatly faogilitated and depends in. large. part upon the -

~goneral inercase in militancy an the part of the working classe

.
»”

FROSPECTS

What arce the prospeccts Before us in the coming period? We first
gtate what arc the general world prospects, basing oursclves
"upon the preceding analyscsie Le Withim the noxt few months we
may definitely cxpect. & tromendous: sharpening of rewolutionany.
strugglos in Cantral EBurope, in Italy, and in China, India and:
Aglae Z¢ .Stolinism ig rcaching the brecking.point. Not from .
~the standpoint of the historical period, but from thc_sba;nd-pomt
af. immediatc perspective we must count upon & tramondous struggle
. in the Soviet Union heotween mevolution and eounter-rewolution:
withim tha framewonk off tho. general. Europcan and Asictic revolw=
~btionany situations 3s In the Us Se Ae, @lthough there iz no

lmmediate indicatiom of a revolutionary situation withinm a shpztt .
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period,, say af months, there will be incremsed activity of the

exploited and oppressed masses, particularly im the uniom field,
and in the: South with. regand to the stnuggle of the sharecroppers
and! the: Negro peaple. ‘ _ o o ‘

 TASKS AHEAD

- A1l the mbiova. de’_'terminés our- theoretdcal, ecdhom_ic_asxid pr"mt’i.@éli'_ :

political tasks for the: coming periode

le In the theoreticnl field we must still further elucidate the
nature of -the: Soviet Uhion es a: degenerate workers' state om the-

. brink of @ new political revolution or countem-rawolution, with

the world situation favoring the formere.  We: must give more at
tention to the question of the ammy and wonk out materizl an.
the. relatlonship between the army and the. economic base om the ,
one. hand: and the army and.the Stalinist bureaucrascy. om the: othere

Ve must also give theoretical attantion to the proposed intems <&\
linking organizationally and financially of the Sowiet Uniom '

with filnance capital. and point aut that this will pose. as an: lme
mediate: question politicdl revolution. or soeiall aountam=rewoli= .

~tione. We zlso have as a: theoretical task the worklng out of the

Marxist analysis of class relationm im the. South and® the devels ~
opmentt of aur work on: the status of the Negroes. '

. ~The siruggle in the trade union&' should be contiﬁue’d‘-. along fh‘e:_ o
.- lines already exlsting, but with an even sharper emphasis upom

the shop steward movements We must, ez in the days: of ‘the old
TUEL, start & national movement &t &ll trade uniom conventions _

for rascinding of -the noestrike pledge and withdrawal ‘of the WLB
Iazbor membersz, - . Rk o T o S

On what might ba called the practical political sidc we should

devate more atiention to the revolutionary use of parliamend ‘
Anstitutions, including particigatiom im the prezidential elacw

tion campaigne,  We must raise in as open & form as possible the

question of material ‘aid to the Marxists in all couniries and
‘support hy: the: working classe , : ' o

If thess things gra done we can confidently expect gnowth such
‘&= has never been\seem since tthe: initlatiom af the Ieague. Our

organlzation was Born at o period of the down swing of the gtirage
gle am a world scale. It has maintained Itself arganizationally”
and. above &ll. politically. This has bean a triumph of histomi=
eal propontionze Noaw on the upswing wé have the dual and intofw
related task of qombating American Imperialism at home and giw~

‘ing aid to the fights for power in Ewrope and: Azize It iz gene~

erally historiemlly true thot the best aid which can ba givem the

revolution im Europe and Asia is the development of a powerful

revolutionary movement in the UeSeke - This, of course, must not .
be allowed to abscure. the. fact that im. conditions of metusl fightt

- for powerr the main: immediate task im the aiding og.that fight,
-Whereworr it may be, which im taarn. contributas to the auccess of

he struggle in the Us S¢ 4e =




