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INTERNATIONAL :NEWS

' - THE FOURTEEN POINT PROGRAM.OF THE
PROVISIONAL INTERNATIONAL. CONTACT COMMISSION
'FOR THE NEW COMMUNIST (4th) INTERNATIONAL

The signatories submit the following political statement which as
briefly as possible preserits a Marxian position. on thé basic ques~
tions of the day, separating thes forces for the New Communist (4th)
International from the réeformists, centrists, and ultra-lefts.. N
This document. is the statement of the. groups forming the Provision-
al-Contact Commission for the New Communist (4th) International.
The statement shall be the political axis for the International Bul-
letin which the Contact Commission issues. ' . o L

1~ TMPERIALISM AND THE TASKS OFlTHE‘PBOLETARIAT'v

The decay stage of capitalism is one- of wars and- revolutions, the
'violent eruptions of the dying capitalist system revealing the in--
ability of the exploiters to solve their contradictions.on the one
hand, and on the other hand the ihability of the proletariat to.
- fully utilize its powers - because of a lack of leadership - to . .
- establish the World Dictatorship of  the. Proletariate The. basic an-
- tagonism of society is between world capitalism and the proletarian .
- revolution (the extension of the October Revolution).. The struggles
among the imperialists. are secondary to.this basic. antagonisms. - . .

' 2- THE REVOLUTIONARY MARKIAN ORGANIZATION

The Marxian organization, if it is to unify the proletariat in a. 2
struggle against capitalism,: must remain politically and organi-./
zationally independent .of all other organizations, including the -
reformist and centrist parties, such as the Labor Party, Social

. Democracy, Stalinism and the variousfqentrisi_organizatipns. - The

- " Revolutionary Marxian Party must be international in progran ahd’.

- organization,’ providing democratic discugsion and rights in arriv-
ing at all policies, but unified in carrying them out, with the de=-
cisions of the higher.bodies, up to and including the International
Buro, remaining in force .until over-ruled by still hjigher bodies,

3- PARTICIPATION IN THE CLASS STRUGGLE. - .-
~ The Marxian Party fights for the day to day demands of the \working
class, but at no time. separates them from the object and aiwm of .
the ultimate demands for the -overthrow of .capitalism, ' The.imme=~ ‘
diate needs can be sqglved finally and conclusively .only by the re-
volutionary overthrow of capitalism. * o . : ‘

-

-4- REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISH. Q R

The Marxian Pérty'fights_for the class war againstvcapitaiism,"
and.agqin;t_all imperialist wars, no matter which nation appears




EANATTONAL W o . " Page 2
INTERNATIONAL NEV/S : o , : _ 8

o be t : s no matter whether allied
© be the "aggressor" or the "defender"; no ma |
‘g? 2§t allieggwith the Soviet Union; noimattirlqh:tagg ﬁ:ﬁ;izzison
" racy" or a.fascist state. In an imperialis _
bg:go:ideg-must work -through revolutlogagy iézgis?:tégﬁiggrtﬁgewar
ili “de i ! and bou , v .
military defeat of their 'own' army a e " 'of the "enemy"
time, even i is mea temporary "victory" of the .
- .timé, even if this means the _ vic e e ia |
' i ' f the disruption of the 8 _
. bourgeoisie. Only on the basis o he e aeioBeols
' v » f revolutionary defeatis
state and. apparatus by the strategy,o , e burn the. Lmpon~
 the letariat, under the guidance of its vanguard, . r
.,_igiigiowar.of_the capitalist brigands into a civil war of thg pro-
letariat to smash the whole capitalist system.

- THE U.S.S.R AND THE EXTENSION OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

5

.

‘«The Dictatorship

A}

of’thé Proletariat sﬁiilvremains in the Soviet

B i wi ising bourgeois stratum with-.
although in warped form, with a rising bo |
: ?glgﬁe‘buroc%acy, witg enormous -inroads of private property, and the

’ ; ' bari state forms, Soviets,

~liquidation of almost all of the proletarian stat .
%;gﬁers_Militias, etc. The Stalinist ?urogr%c¥vlgénggsz,gzpigazﬁey
¢lass. -Stalinism today is a social re ormist for sti . |
'*;;::?ial base of the October Revolution and -its proper?y iﬁla;18qs,
~objectively aiding the restoration.oficaplgﬁlliﬁeg?i:iigi b:se.o%
and counter-revolution on a world scale. 1e ret: | |
'ggalinism'is the'nationalist'concep} of ch1:%jgmi;nwggi Eiggtg¥.a'

ists will'support the Soviet Union .no matter - I |
" %::xtﬁé U.S.S.R.pgs involved. But such support,gnd defegse pg.zge
."U;S.S.R. can be accomplished only on the revolutionary 11neto ith?n'
extension of the October Revolution and the re-establishmen L hn
the Soviet Union of full workers democracy. and the soviets, a po

tical revolution against the Stalinist burocracy. _The Soviet Union

. can be defended only by a struggle against world imperialism and

its Stalinist and other agents within the Soviet Union. Revolution-

itice ] wi the Soviet Union
‘ists give their political and material aid within % L
;il; %o the Marxgan 4th' Internationalists and to those mass organs,
Soviet, Workers Militias, tﬁade-unions! etce, in which the masses
-are able to carry out independent worklng_clgss aption.-

6- THE STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITALISM

The struggle against'éapitalism"can.be waged only on the basis of

' i i i all forms of class
independent working class action in opposlﬁgon_tq a ) s
' collgboration,‘parliamentary cretinism and ‘reliance on bourgeois de

' : ' | part of the revo=-
- mocracy. ..The struggle for democratic demands is par _
lutiongry struggle against bourgeois democracy itself, as well as

' itary di %orship constitu-~ -
all other forms of bourgeois rule (milltary dictator ’ .
" 'tional monarchy, fascist state, etc.): Fascism can be defeated only :.

‘defeat talism, ists pal te in parliament .
by the defeat bf capitalism. Marxists participate | ‘ .
o%ly as an auxiliary to iﬁdependent-class‘action, as a forgm to exf
pose bdurgeois deniocracys. Support of bourgeois democracy in any g
its varieties including the Peoples. Front, so-called Labor govern

ments (MacDonald, Bauer), so-called Workers and Peasants governments

'(Buléahia; China'1925-1927, Thur

* " " other sections .of
‘tical interests,
- clsive section o _
_rallel action with such ‘"democratic" sections of the bourgeoisie
- as.did the BleheviRS'in

- material or politic

them as well,"

- - . Sy S S T S
et oM R R RN £ .
R AT NN RIS A R IR - - .

and the Dictator
position of coqlition.governments-under Capitalism.(POUMl,Anarchist,
Soclalists, left ’
and Independent S
- Can only ‘serve th
“all co-operation

‘Thé basic
"ists fight for the’ i voli )
workers rule, d ch > isively ﬁheﬁmode-of'prodhctiOn; repla- .
¢ing the profit System with product’ ’ :
be accomplished through '
thevestablighment~of the =
the Dictatorship of the Proleta
its remnants. . == - .

To' overthrow ca \'g fqn_the'working-class to
defend .itself against ‘the forces of co '
of revolutionarydforce;

e

@ vanguard on a Marxist
sible. ‘Every proletaria
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ingia 1923) helps pave the way for
-Under certain.conditions where the breakdown of the econ-
_ - , -on the part of certain sections of

the bourgeoisie-to;crush'the-rising proletarian threat, certain .
the bourgeoisie for - their own ‘€conontic and poli-
‘may-be forced into an armed opposition to the de~-.
f'the_bourgeOISie.'-The'workin

fascism.

1917 in- the
"March.separately and -strike togethe

‘struggle ‘against Kornilov,
involves,politicalsand or

T," unlike Popular Frontism,

) _ ganizational‘independencé_from the bour-
‘geols.democratic forces,

independent organizations of the prole~
Soviets, Workers Militias, etc.); no support
[ al to~bourgeois_demogracy, unrelenting exposure
of the bourgeois forces in preparation for armed struggle against

tariat’ (the Party, .

[}

_ an olonial -countries as well. _
"anti-imperialist", "non-capitalist", ‘"workers and
other than the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

_e,in,between‘the'Dictatorship of the Bourgeoisie"
ship. of the Proletariat. No matter what the com-

Republicans in Spain, in 1937;'Socia1'Demoqrats
ocialists :in Germany in'1918-1919;etc.);'thgy
e interests of the capitalists., Marxists re ject
with or participation in bourgeois,ministries.

" B~ STATE POWER

quéstibn.ingany revolution is that of

n only”
ourgeois state and.

9~ THE ROAD TO POWER
pitalism it is necessar _ _ :
_ counter-revolution by thé use . -
by .armed insurrection,j'Without a Party,
program, . a successful r

_ evolution i's impos-
n revolution has.a certain period whére - -

g class may use pa=-
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side by side with ‘the government of the bourgeoisie there develops
the dual power of the proletariat -~ the Soviets of !orkers and
Soldiers Deputies (Workers Councils). - The backbone of -dual power
and later bf the Workerd State are the -Soviets of democratically
elected delegates frof the ‘factories,- mines, ‘mills, - "batallions,
farms, etc., and the Workers Militias. -In.-tolonidl oountries -and
economically ‘backward countries, "the first phase .of:the social re-
volution will be bLourgéois democratic (agrarian), but this phase -
will continue into the proletarian phase. .The ‘problems of the. .
.bourgeois revolution -in thée present -epocH dan be: solved: only. by tne
- proletarian dictatorships “ There 'can be no. ‘'struggle against imper- -
ialism without 'at the samé”time-actual «aid ‘t¢ “the'colonial peoples-
for their liberation from thé -yoike 6f inmperialism.’ 'Marxists fight -
for the right of "self-determindtion ‘for the oppressed minorities
"and national minorities as+an auxiliary 'slogans - They :work .to win
the proletariat of theé ‘eolénial couritries as-workers, for-the :pro-

~letarian revolution:‘ :Thé& ‘6ppressed -dagrarianmasses, the:colonial-

masses and sections of :the urban middle class must be won over to. .
the proletariat as allies in the proletarian revolution,. After
power is seized in one country, socialkisn:cah-.be :built only- by
utilizing the isolated Soviet State as .a center for world revolu-
tion. Only-by pursuihg'the prégrafi'of the éxtension’of:the revo=.
" ‘lution to oné or more countries-as the flong lever':and the indus-" -
trialization of the Soviet-State as thé "short-léver", "can the sins~:-

gle Soviet State continie its”growth and dévelopment toward Social- -

isne

10- THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT

' AND

- The ruling orgén of the Workers State’is'not: the Paity but the
- Soviets of delégates from the'factoriés, farmdj etci :ThéiMarxian
- Party is the guiding force ‘of:the  Soviets.. THé Poviets are the .
“instruments. through: which . thé-class exercisés-its Dietatorshipi-.: - .
~ Workers Democracy under the Pictatofship of ' the Prolétariat: is:ex-

ercised through the’ organs’ ofi‘thé™ state’  thé! trade  unions,"and: de~ - . -

- mocratic centralism within the larxian Party, including the right
of ‘all factions within the Party at all-tilhes) within the frame-
work of democratic centralism. Those parties which after the es-
tablishment of the: Workers'State do noi accept: basic:principles - -

‘must be suppressed.’ However, ¢ertain’ parties, igroups or. factions ’

. which in the' first :period of the Workers State accept its'founda~:. -

-tion principles will’ continuerto- ekxists with"full freedom:of ex-

pression withih'thé bounds of thé new so¢iety uhtil’ they-are by a i ..

‘natural procéss ticirged with-the” Markist Party; ér-tntil their poli~

cies drive theum into'fuhdamenthl ' oppositioh’with: the: new!.sochety,

at which point they must be suppresseds

11- THE CONTRADICTIONS OF- CAPTTALISM: "

The fundamental-contradiction’ of eapitalism is the contradiction —::::

between socfalizéd‘p?oaubtidﬁ*aﬁd\c&pitélistiihﬂiVidualiappropriaj_f

‘tion. Having'béen deprived of:‘the ownership ‘of' thé' means of.i-
- T B R O T L RS DL - S J T SE A T S UL VR
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- production, the proletariat“dWﬂingThbﬁhingfbﬁt'its labor poﬁér,,ié.'

ccentrist groups on a "minimum" program. ,
‘Marxists  in .the. New. Communist: (-4th) International can be achieved .

. The:gbal*of-the'Markistdmis7theiédtébliéhmehﬁ“of d worl

forced to sell that labor power at its exchange .value. This value
is less than the value ‘of the ‘commodities produced by the labor of
the proletariat. ''The difference between the value of labor power
and the value of the commodities'produced by use of that labor powe:
is 'surplus walue. - This surplus Value' is. the basis of all capitalis °
acqumulatidﬁr- I o D S "v_v o o e

'12- THE NEW COMMUNIST (4th>ﬂ;NTERNATIQNAL

The establishment of the New Communist (4th) Ianternational is the
basic need of the proletariat today. The 2nd and 3rd Internation- .
als are parties of social patriotism,. of betrayal.. .The road-to the.
New Communist International cannot be achieved on the basis of or-:. -
ganic- unity of these two interhationals. . Organic unity on an in- -

-ternational: scalt -is excludéd because the 2nd International is a

social réformist force resting on the bourgeois national states, .
while the 3rd International is a social reformist force resting on
a warped Workers- State.: Organic unity of parties of these two in-~
terﬂatioﬂals£Would'pnly‘further.enmesh~the;proletariat in the c¢lu-~.
tches of the  bourgeoisie. The Fourth Communist International must -

be built on the line of independent action in the class.struggle,.

on an, anti-dspitAlist, pro-communistioriéntation.  The' 4th Inter=-. -
national- cannot -berbuilt~on “the 1iNg 8T unificatiori‘with the left -
Revolutionary unity of the

only by “the pdlitical and organizational ‘separation from the re=
formist and centrist organizations. < the :2nd and 3rd Internationals,
Trotskyites, Brandlerités, London Buro, etc,, and by carrying out
the--Marxian line 'in the class struggle against world -imperialism

and its agents in the workers' rarnks. The "Fourth -International® " :
established: in“an advVenturistic way by the..Trotskyites is a new. -
Centrist international built on a centrist program.-slightly to' the .
left of the IAG. The Fourth MARXIST International, the: New Commu= '
nist (4th) International, is still to be built, ‘- Centrist orgahi-

‘zations cannot be reformed. Their membershjip-can.be Wom. over to . -.
- Marxism-only by @ rejection of the centrist organization's Wwhole - '

PaSt=°0uFS§,¢g'pyﬁging,otnits leadershipy:a 're=ediication of’its ~ -
membership, and a ragical rg@gpgpructionpgflits;sﬁructurefan&“prb-
gram.  Unification-is sometimes’ permiss’ible with & -‘centrist force -
moving ‘to the -left,.,but only ap.the.basis of a Markian program and :
as an-auxiliafry ‘to the ‘general line ‘of the Mapxists for building -~
the revolutionary Markxian Party .- = 0 o0 F oo woa o R

©Ls-commisw vt e

a”CpmmﬁhiSt

- Society with the primciple pfy"frgp{each-gqcoraing'tofhis”abilityi,i

to each according W4.his aseds.¥




INTERNATIONAL NEWS =~ " Page 6
. 14- MARXISM

The New:Revolutionary World Party must be built on the principles
of Marxism. Revolutionary Marxism represents the interests of the

intérnational proletariat as a whole, organizing independent class.

action of the working class, unifying its. struggles on a national
and an international scale, thereby placing the proletariat at the
head of all the oppressed masses agailnst imperialism. Its aim is
_the forceful overthrow of the capitalist system and the building -
of a socialist society. - o S ‘ o

.o 3%
tad

The. fourteen points are republished today, in the midst of the ime
. perialist war and the growth of revolutionary tendencies, as a -
- basis for further consolidation of the revolutionary Marxists,

READ AND SUBSCRIBE O
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Popular Organ of the REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS. LEAGUE  U. S. A.
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whe.Fiéhting Worker containsfPOpulér énalyéis.of ﬁational and
international events; featured articles on economics; and ;
interesting columns of comment. . = o
;Sﬁbscription raﬁes are § 1.00 a year. Single cdpieé 05 ¢
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rate‘of’01;¢.a copy. SPREAD THE FIGHTING WORKER!

et

Order from DEMOS.PRESS, 708 N. ¢lark St., Chioago, I1l..

e v;ﬂ!“* _ e e TR T

——

" THE ROLE OF RELIGION
. IN THE CLASS' STRUGGLE -

The recent Vatican=-inspired visit of "Father" Orlemanski to Stalin, °

" taken in conjunction with the far reaching concessions of the, Sta-

linist burocracy to the o0ld Orthodox Church, helps to focus .atten~ .

‘tion on the vwhole' question of the relation of religion to the -

struggle of classes,” In order to properly consider this, it beco-

+.-mes necessary not just to look empirically at one or tiro manifes- - -

tations of the relationship, but to consider the ‘origin and devel-
opment’ of religion. . o T e '

"ORIGIN OF RELIGION ~

: LétbuS‘first défine.religion;‘jWhat is. it that is common to ‘such -

diverse forms as Christianity, Judaism,;: Mohammedanism, Buddhism,
Brahmanism, the religions of ancient Greece -and Rome, animism, de-

~ism, modern Unitarianism? The belief. in another world than that

perceptible by the senses, in a god or. gods 6f some sort, anthro- . : '
pomorphic in some religions,very attenuated in others, and thefbe;wg,i:‘f“’*
“lief in at’ least the possibility of an immortal soul.'  Now just '
what gave rise to these beliefs?:' In the latter.part of the last

century such people. as Robert Ingersoll.and othérs of: the sort at-
tempted to explain the origin of religion essentially-by the guile
of the priests and the gullibility of the masses. ' According -to :
these "professional atheists" as Engels called them; it was just a -
plain case of ignorance and stupidity. But this easy theory nei-
ther explains the abseénce of religion among primitive-men for thou= -

.sands of years, nor thé presence of religion in formally highly'

cultured people such as James:Jeans. or Albert Einstein.

As in all questions the éolutioh‘of.the origin ahd'develbpmént»offﬁ

religion lies in actually tracing the history:of the thing with

relation to its environment. .In one'of the most fasc¢inating works °

-0f anthropology extant Sir James Frazer in "The Golden Bough"-coﬂ%f"
clusively establishes that before réligion'there was magice In the

very beginning the practically .simian man had all his efforts ab- -
sorbed by the direct struggle for livings In -that period, which' -
has long since passed .away all over the earth, we may legitimately

surmise that there.wag neither magic nor religion. -Certairly-there
was not the latter.. -Even today among certain .peoples in Africa.sv

-and thé,byéh@en_ofTAuéﬁpalia religion is -unknown., .

Mggipﬁdiffpred'fﬁomfreiigidﬁ;iﬁ,twb[ways;ffFifsﬁ};magic is divorced
fromfthe:ancept“of,@dpenaqpalvdeity.Qn~deities based upon the -dead
slavemdsters, etc., Second, 1t .is ‘based upon.ithe following out of - -

- certain superstitious imitation of natural processes,  instead of .

supplication and prayer to a god. It reflects the great dominance
of nature over man in the first place, and the absence of- classes in
the second. : S ' ' . R K




. .uSuperseded by ‘the ‘patriarchate,’
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Religion real ke - défini eq .8 )
the patriachate: ' Primitive society was not ‘divided into economic

..-classes. There was 'neither state nor reiigibﬁﬂnor.monogamy,, Al-
ﬁﬁthough'anthrqpologists-differﬁas’to,the exact form of relation be-
~ _‘tween .sexes.there is practical unanimity to ‘the effect that the or-

génizationfoﬁ;the"SOCietiesubf'the time-was in the form of gentes.

. as set forth by Morgan in . in "

o -}gingdf,theqFamily; Etc;ﬂ;?uUﬁderWthisfappqngement the women, the.
‘Qmothensg(henge“Lheiiermﬂﬂmétriafchate“)“aIthoughjhoﬁ possessing any

state power did enjoy a great amount of respect for two reasons.,

The first was that they were the only sure parents of the children

of the tribe. : _
nent articles of the trive, the“houseg.gﬂd:nouging appurtenances,

"With:thé~fise*bffcatflefraising'tﬁe‘situqiion'changed.,This was the

~funetion' Of . the ‘men.’ This . represented wealth. that. far. surpassed
the -wealth controlled by the ‘women of . the .tribe. Among. every pri-

mitiVe‘peéplé‘aﬁ évQ1ution,Q6currad'in;Wh;Q@}thehmatrigrchate was
polyegdmy. by monogamy (only for.the
through -the mother bty the tracing :

. It.is'precisely:at this period. that
-we find the first records of .religion. —.Let us just take one people
zthe.Gneeks}-}iﬁ’Hééibd;.iﬁ*Aéécﬁyyus;fs@phoc;es,:and Eyripides, we

" find braces.bf~thiS}dﬁértu?n’infthejreglgworld.mirrorqd;in the my~.
thologymof'the%OVerthrowipf”thefﬂemale‘dgitigsjbyjthe male in the

Hmagingry orXdlr ot e o e T L o

' women),the tracing”of descent
of -descent through the father:.-

.Befgrgiﬁuﬂﬂbéﬁﬁfrﬁd%ng“the.ﬁévelbpmehtfqﬁ'feligipp;ﬁlet us first -
survey the respective theorie's of Cunow and Bucharin with regard %o
the very origin of religion. prnQW,;a.pighp~wipggSocial Democrat,
'advancedumheﬁvhedry?thatﬁrsligibn Wahﬂ§pe.xpfthe.ignoranCe.oT man’
~of the' nature ‘of’ dreams, ete¢.” According. to this theory.religion -
@arose indEpeh&éhtly'dethe,divisidn“offmém into. classes. . In "His=
~dorical Materialism'™ Buchari
xdbesﬂnotﬂam@fcaﬁﬁnbt“a¢gdﬁh§’ior”phé"abs amon
vmitive?mahfforia“1bhngér&bd;ﬁfEu¢harin_p¢inteqmgut;that;-although
it s true that the germs’ ofre ' |
" primitive times’, religion only, appeared when .the:.clans -began to -
bbreakpup{iQ§6fclg§$¢sijque:paﬁfiqrch.of'thejtribe;;whenadead, be~
camé v ‘minor kod-Ior the peéople:of that:tribes. This was 'a reflec=
tion-of his superior position in ‘actual economic-sdcial life,
- and only then, did sugh phqnpmenqTas;dpeams;assumevimporﬁance; :
~ The §avage“§fﬁﬁhquarﬁdniﬁn«Wgspunabrggmunexplain dreams except by
@ hypothesi§ Of Wa little man ihside" :who gokiout of the big real .
- man eithﬁfiin’sxéeplpriinydéatpya;Th@n@emelopmentfdfvﬁeli&iéh~pf0*
ceéﬂedﬁéfié"byfSEEE?with£@éfdevelppmcnt of the ‘state, ‘arising at °

g th'b Sdme\&perloq' Dot bane o otai Hetd e iRt

[T R

L1y makes:.it§ first' définite appearance at the time of =

in.-"Aricient Society" and Engels in "The Ori~- .

The second was- that' they"had control over- the' perma=- .

n, aptly pointed out'.that such a theory =
ence,.of religion among pri-

rms’of religion-were.present in.the furthest

.Then,

iy B e B e T AN P S s S A A

. M i e g T i YRR s SO
T L A AL ST o LS 1 S AL B s a0 AL
A N RS R RS A S 2t = - L B )

AEE AR T

-+ lower castes on account of 't

- Further substantiatin
* Rome, India, etc,

- perial city.

" Then theféfﬂobk

~ ficatlon of econ
-‘SIgnificatioh;;'lt'Was;taught

~if he acted in accordance wi
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POLYTHEISM AND HENOTHEISH - |

g -the materialistic interpretation 6f the his-
‘tory of religion is the form assumed by religion at the time. Mir-
roring the social structure in the real world we find polytheism
or -the recognized exi
See i this con

nection the many gods and goddesses, of Egypt, Greec:

" separated ‘territorial groups, each with its own god or goddess, . .
merged into a higher territorial and social group, the deities were
also merged. .- This was particularly the case in Rome which allowed
the placing of practically any god into the collection in the im-
e o | SR o

| |  placé a further dgvelopment, henotheism: With the

spread~0fg¢qmmer0e7in,the}aﬁcient.Meditérranean-world‘there'was

substituted'fpr,the.fbrmer“dpmination of natural forces and the

powep'bf“thé‘dlﬂ.mdn_bfitﬁeﬂtribe the domination of an impersonal,.
social-force,itng.markepg

mirrored itself in religiou
tribal or’group gods there
‘economic.-division. * A striking .exam is t

-01ld Testament’ character "Choose ye, men of Isreal,. whom you will
'serve, but as for me and my people, we will serve Yahveh". -The .
speaker recogaized. the existence~of'other_gods'such‘as Dagon of -
the Philistines, whose existence was as real to. him as Yahveh. He
recognized that for other people it .was -all right for them to wor-
ship'their god, :ag for Is '

s form .-

ple of this is the words of an

‘ I 0 raelites to worship Yahwveh, an ancient vol-
cano goﬁ‘bthrabia} who h

ad been taken.over by the Jewish people.:

- THE'GODS AND THE EARLY;CLASS STRUGGLES

Religion, as can'now be easily seen, is
of“any*class“SOCiqty.J_It'always aris
in correspondence therewith.. Like!the .
the ‘basis .of thé emergence of .classes, it
he "ideology -of the dominant class. 'This
1s seen most vividly in Bralimanism. Society in India in ancient
tines, and up to the reéceiit present, had' a' rigid, essentially feu-
dal structure,_EQorrespongipg]&o.tth:s;ructure;of the real ‘world"
was the structiure of the. imagihary world.of :religion. ' The petri-

pmic“qayggorias'igtq castes, was given a religious:
..that. people were born -into uppar .or
heir behavigr.-in previous -lives, . For
an were born into the merchant cagte, .
. a th ‘the mores of, that caste, upon his
deathqhe'wopld}b@;féincarnapeg_inpo the soldier caste, a highei
caste in Hindu society.. 'If, -on the other hand, he were rebellious,
did notjﬂknowjhiSTplacéﬁj ]

Instance, if lin one 1ifg & m

: v h ‘ ;then{hegqould.bg~reingarnatedfinto a - ‘
. lower stage of . existence,. ng. up as-'a worm in the belly -
.1t can easily.be..seen that thyis .

. g y- finally windi
of a dog or something of. thé sorte

stence of many gods within each national grou_ .’

. This came dbout mainly through adoption. As the

This development in the real world again
~Instead of a collection of:man -
emerged the concept of one. god for each

5. part of the superstructure
: €s -on .the:basis of definite
~-materidl conditions and

‘state, having-arisen - on
- nearly always refleets ‘t

S bl N Yt £
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was a perfect 1nstrument of the rullng classes for ‘the maintenance
-of their positions. But further development in India is very :in-
structive and significant, Within the interstices of the feudal

economy therechveloped a. merchant class. Class1cal Brahmanism did -

‘not correspond in any way to the needs of- thls class. As a result

there was born Buddhism, correspondlng to -the intellectual -needs of
the new class: But Buddhism never gained a great sway 1in India for
the reason that the economic structure remained so stagnant.  On

. the other hand, and on account of the more far-reaching and rapid -

develooment of commerce in Chlna,and .Japan, it assumed considerable '

1mportance ‘there.

Let. us glance'briefly over ‘what we have learned so far in order to

‘assist us in our further studies. We have learned that. religion
arises at a definite’ stage in the history of society when the pri-
mitive clan structure is breaking up into economic classes, ‘that

the imaginary world of rellglon always mirrors (but never mechani- .

- cally) the real world of man, and that the dominant religious ide=~

"as of any perlod are the 1deas of the ruling class. ‘We may add to

this one more. point. 1In the early stages of religion man is still
terribly under the dom1natlon of natural forces, and for that rea-

son we .find, as we mlght ‘expect, the religious reflectlon of this
'phenomenon._ ) : - _

.

DIVEBSITv oF RELIGIONS

“'If we takKe a look .over the world at tne present time we see scores

of religions dlfferlng in their mythology, their ritual, their 1de-l

_ologlcal forms, etcs But at the same time we see. qu1te a similari-
ty in these same differing religions. Part1cularly do we:-see s1m1—
-larity in thsir development. .For that reason we may select any .
large religous body, and by analyzing it, get-a good general idea -

0of the others. We have decided to select Christianity for the rea=-

son that its history best examplifies the developmental features .
~of all religions, it having arisen and spread in that section of"
the ‘world' . where h1stor1cal development was most rap1d.

|8

JUDAISM .

An analys1s of Chr1st1an1ty must start w1th an analys1s of its pre-'

decessor, Judaism. We find the class struggle 'in the very first

. book of the Jewish Bible, of course in mythical and c¢oncealed forim.
" The $tory of Adam and Eve shows -that, it was written when the patri- -

archate had already . been established for a long’ t1me. According
‘to-the story Adam was ‘créatéd first by a male god, and the woman -
Eve is already - =ubord1nate in all. respects.= It is very significant
that the more ancient mytholo%y treats ‘of L111th as antecedent to.
Adam. In the Biblical story ilith is eliminated. ‘What do all
these stories show? That in Hebréw pr1m1t1ve society, as in all
others; there was first the matriarchate, that this was overthrown

by the patriarchate,_and that the patr1archate had ex1sted for: sucha

L4
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a long t1me before the wrltlng of the" ‘first books of the B1ble ‘that

8 ~.all memory of the.original ”rule of the mothers" had been lost or’ .
B de11berately suppressed.- :

CAIN AVD ABEL

We next come to the very 1ntereSu1ng story of Cain and Abel. These..
two were- supposed to -be the ‘sons of Adam ‘and Eve after ‘the expul-
sion from Eden. ‘According to the story both made offerings to, ..
Yahveh. (In this: connection it should be remembered that the first.
five books of the Bible were written quite late in the social de-

-velopment of the Jewish- people and therefore contain numerous ana-

chronisms such as the alleged worship. of Yahveh by the primitive

‘Jews,” an obvious absurdity as we shall see later.) .Yahveh accepted
.~ the offerings of the agrlculturlst -Abel, ahd. cursed and refused .
. the offerings of the huntsman, Cain. Why° The fable does not glvc

any adequate reason, but the materialistic conception of history " .
does, This nyth is-a reflection of the actual victory of agricul-~
ture over man's first form of struggle with nature, hunting. and
fishing. - Here again we see that the rellglous superstructure re- .
flects the chance in the mode of productlon and’ places the blesslng

of 1ts god o, the new class. _ . _
' PRIMITIVE HISTORY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

The two cxamples above 1llustrate the method to ‘be pursued througn~

.out ‘this ‘whHole article, ‘the mater1a11st1c ‘method of - relating the

thoughts of men to the material env1ronment antecedent to and .de- -
termining those thoughts. Thus, in order to understand -the Jewish
-religion,  we must understand the whole soc1al development of the -

Jewish people; rooted in the varylng economic structures. ‘Like ‘
all other .peoples the Jews, apparently orlglnally located in -Asia ‘-

Minor, .commenced the struggle with nature for a living, with appro-

priation of what was at hand, nuts, fruits, roots, etc. . Then came
nunting end f1sh1ng, followed by agrlculture and breeding of catt-
le.’ Every one of these’ changes' since’ the dissolution of the pr1m1-.
t1ve soc1ety 1nto cla ses, was m1rrored in rellglon. - -

'It is not exactly clear whether the. Israelltes mlgrated into Egypt;

and: were then ehslaved,’ or whether they were. taken’captlve by the,
Bgyptian army and moved into Egypt to perform slave labor.on the
vast.erterprises of the 'Pharaohs. .- The former seems to be the more’

likely, 'but:the matter is' not “too’ 1mportant.' Suff1ce it. to say s

that we can not- accept verbatim th
the .Peritateuchy the first™ five b00hs of ‘the. Blble. Undoubtedly

_ durlnn the slavery in Egypt the Jéewish” slaves Were polytheists,
;ﬂworshlpplng many -gods. A’ trace ‘of thls can he found .in the:very

first .verse of: the Bible in ‘the or1g1nal Hebrew.g The translatlon,.
as it is given today, is a m1strans1at10n.,"In the beginnlng God
created heaven and earth". 1t shﬁuld read "In ‘the’ beglnnlng the
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- gdds cneatea.heaVen'ahd'earﬁh"3 ;Itfié5juSt1$uChuliftlévthings as
this that demolish the myth of the Jewish people having been mono-
theistic throughout their entire history. - ' '

‘.After some time thérefoccupfed'the“éxodusffrom Egypt'of the Jewish:

s1aVes,»in*reality’a'slévé;révolt'and,migfatibn,under_the~leader-

ship.of Moses, ap ‘ ia t
~and an]Egyptianfprincéss.“jIn all probability the exodus under

Moses was but one ol 'several’ slave revolts, migrations, mass flight.

and individual flights. ' At any rate the fleeing slaves, loosed
from their. former ties, became nomadic' herders. This condition no-
‘ doubt»laStédvfor'seVeral”centuries‘rather'than the forty years Spo-
“ken' of in the Pentateuch. It:was probably during the course of
- these wanderings'that-a’section'of'the Jews adopted Yahveh, a very
fierce old Arabian VOlcaniC'gOd.°_Some'time'later'we find the: Jews
- in present;day.Palestine'fighting*the“indigenous‘Philistines for
~the: possession of thaticountry;flThe-fact-that the' religious and
ethical ideas of any age '‘are moulded by the ‘dominant economic needs
is shown by the command - of. Yahveh' through his pricsts to the Isra-
~elites as follows. "When you go through the land of the Midianites
put all the men to the swrod, and .all the women.to the gword that,
~have known men by lying with. them, but the virgins, keep ye for
yourselves?", Obviously -we'have here a very low 16vel of economic
- developnicnt. ‘Productivity is so low that there is no point in mak-
ing slaves-of the conquered. - 'The god Yahvel ‘mirrors the ideology
of the JewishipeopleAat’thefparticular social "level, It is impor=-
tant: to . note that the Jews were cértainly henotheists at this time.
Yahveh was their god,wbut.they7rqcogni26d as equally real the exis-

tence of'other.gdds-for-other:peqple,ﬂ o

After the conquest of Palestine ‘and

the semi-equality of the former nom

ing econpmiCudifferentiation.j'CitdeS'madéftheir appearance. Han-

dlcraft‘and”COmmerce.deVelopedg~'Pdlapiiatiqn into rich and poor = -
e changes, -

‘took place.  And.the religious mirror reflected all thes

~The old life had been.nomadic, rude, fierce, and so had the reli-
gione The new life was more urban;;gultured,_suave, and the reli-
gious reflection was . more refined and.suﬁiib.'”But the latter were
only the”mOreiSuperficial;aspects, ‘Thé néw religion was the reli-
gion pf,the'landlords'and~the'slaveOwhetS[Of the cities, the reli-
gion.of the domin§ntvecohomic'claSSeé;f”Béﬂween”the old beliefs,
clinging;to”the}morefbackward sebtionS'offthe’countryside and also
finding support. in:the sla o] 1, .an :
raged a long and bitter-conflidt.f.THé'féGOrd of this is to be
found phrougnouﬁrthe“oldgTéstamQﬁﬁ;ftcdntpast for instance the es~-
sentially reactionarnyanatipismfdf:anflgdiah or Jeremiah with tho
urbagity,ﬁalmostuthe_Volpaireaniﬁquf;Ebdlesiastes, We have here
nothust or_merel. onflicting ‘temperaments and personalities, but
~above all, thae iclash of ‘whole ‘wayd-of life with each other resting
on different economic foundations., . ’ ‘ o L

the development of agriculture.
adic horde gave way to increas-

parently the illegitimate child of a Jewish slave

Vé”population,;and;the new system, there -
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e do not propose to follow all the chaqges in Jewish econgmlc_llfe.
and their reflections in the religious supergtrpcture.. Thls‘along .
would make a volume in itself, and we are’ principally 1nterespgd in -
Judaism as '‘a prelude to Christianityi Suffice it to say that Just

3'. before the adVentfof.Christianity the Jewish people had been put

; e yok ' oman Empi : ‘going into the question -
under the yoke of the Roman Empire. Before going in
of the birth of Christianity; it is hecessary to tough fur?her on
some phases of the Jewish religion Jjust prior to,Chrlstlanlty,'.

As we have already seen Judaism attained to henotheism at a compa=
ratively early period. Crushed and subduzd more than once, inca= -

-pable ‘at times of armed resistance, the Jewish priesthood maintained

its hold by the doctrine. of the Messiahs Yahveh bebame,not'only
the 'g6d Gof the Jewish people, bBut the sole god of the whole world,
who in due time was to send a savior, a Messiah, who would place -

Judaism dominant over the whole world. -The material basé for this

monotheism was the unity of the whole world of the time in the Ro-
man Empire. : Why, it may be asked, was th;s.mothhelsm man}fested

in a ‘compardtively insighificant people- living in a remote corner

of the. empire rather than in Rome itself? Here we must seek the
aid, not of the evangelists, but'of.Karl Marxs In his brilliant o
monograph "The 18th Brumaire" Marx gives in the very first pages an

o inti ctio P ‘iods ig ith rela-
appreciation of the function of past periods of history wi rela-
.tégn to the present. ~He 'brings out clearly the force of tradltlon,

as he expresses it;'"ihe'wcight of all past h?story rests like a
nightmare on the brains.of the living". Particularly the form of
the present can not be understood without reference to the past..
‘Let wus apply this to the present problem. In the past the tradi-

* tion of the Jewish people had been henotheism, that of the Romans,

polytheism. As the Roman Empire expanded it pursued a poliey of

leaving untouched the religious views.of its subjects, provided.

‘they paid taxes and did not -revolt.’ It even placed‘their.gods on
the pantheon., “This religious reflection corresponded again to the

‘real world. "In the real world there was a gradation extending from

the wealthy Roman éitizen.to the slave. In the world of religion.
there was a similar gradation in the rank ‘of the gods. Thlsfsystem
of religion corrésponded with the'material’cond%tions of soclety

at large and also,.:which is not always necessarily the case, with
the material interests of the ruling class. : :

on the-contrary monotﬁeiSm was‘a natural result both of Jewish past
social life and the interests of the ruling class, particularly of

the priesthood and rabbinate at Jerusalem, which, as Kautsky points

out.in "The Economic Foundations of Christianity", had not only a® -
feligious, but a strong ec¢onomic and political,role.
. CHRISTIANITY.A SLAVISH RELIGION B

ThefChristianffeligioﬁ'driginéﬁed in or around Jerusalem at the

very zenith of théiRomgp:Empirc. It is very significant'thatvﬁhe
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semi~mythical founder, Jesus, is supposed to have ‘gotten most of

his. recruits and done the major portion of his work in the provincef

of Galilee. This province had been the scene of some of the most

‘bloody revolts against Rome, fourteen insurrections some historianSj

saye As is inevitable after defeated revolts, reaction set in.
The masses despair of saving themselves, they have no;more,confi-
~dence in the use of physical force, and at the.same time, the de-

sire for revenge flames. It was upon this scene ‘that there appear~§

‘ed a.confused "prophet",. embodying all the conflicting elements we
‘have se forth above. Of course, ian this connection we should re-
member that probably Jesus was not the muddlehead that the four

gospels make him, For several reasons ~ the gospels were assembledi
and "doctored" long after they were written, and written long after§
the events and speeches they were supposed to report. Nevertheless §

there was inevitably great confusion on account of the events pre-
ceding the. preaching .of Jssus, adverted to above. As a result we
find a4 strange combination of hatred of the ruling class combined

with the most cringing slavishness. Tompare for imstance the verse B

from the "Magnificat": "He (Yahveh) has put down the mighty from
their seats, and has exalted théem of low degree" with such verses
"as "He that taketh up the sword shall perish by the sword?, “If a
man strike you upon one cheek, turn unto him.the other.""

Historically Jesus was of little importance, an itinerant, mendi-

- cant, soft-hearted, soft-headeéd visionary, whose death would have .
- been of no importance, but for the fact that a certain portion of
his ideas were perverted and transmitted to a receptive world by a
- keen thinker and able organizer generally known as Saul or Paul,
'significantly a Roman citizeh-and a Jew, ' S o

Throughout the Roman Empiré millions of slaves literally groaned
in agony.. To them, deprived of arms, .the memory .of crushed slave

revolts fresh in théir minds, the idea of a Messiah was. solace. To ;

the decaying and sated ruling class of Rome, bored with life, sa-
tiated with hedonism, the.'doctrine of Stoicism that life was Jjust
- something to be undured could not long appeals ' '

On this social scene.appeared the ideal religion for slaves -and
masters, Christianity. To the slave such a religion could utter
the consoling. lie "It is true that you are .a packhorse, but you

~bave a soul the same as the patrician born to the purple". To the

~ruling class such a religion was invaluable in that it could assure
him safety of .his property on the earth and a chance at heaven lat-
er. o : : : : ' ‘

. - EABLY CONFLICTS IN CHRISTIANITY .

~ But to arfiVe'at-this fortunata state. for thé'.slavemasters a whole
~period of struggle had to.be gone through with. Within the early
Christian church there were three groups.

- INTZRNATIONAL NEV'S

for them,

“Ttriumphed.
One represented by James R P
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had visions of an early return'of'Jeéﬁs; a pdtting’down of the

‘rich and powerful, an exalting of the poor. All this, of course,

in religious form, a1l this depending upon the action of Yahveh and
Jesus, and tlierefore really impotint. Nevertheless such .a group
was potentially dangerous to the rull.g class, as the example cen~
turies later, of Thomas Muenzer and the Anabaptists in Germany

‘showeds  Then there was a ruling ‘class group, not satisfied with
paganism, desiring an individual Messiah, but discontented with the
_ early.primitive'communism of the Christians and .frightened at the
fulminations of the "leftwing". Between these two vacillated the ™~

usual centrist group headed bty the typical vacillator; Simon, -or . -
Peter. e e - : . IR et

Paul allied himself with the second group, .Hé'preaéhed a "spirit-'

ual" .dectrine, $o involved-and metaphysical in nature that it is

‘today the source of tremendous clapper-clawings among "theologians
as to what-he meant. The real nature of the doctrine.of this fel-

lew can best'be shown by one incident. When a fugitive slave fled
to,Paul,.phejﬂgoéd'brOtherﬂﬁsent him back to his master. Although
very unclear in.his messages as to "grace", "free will", etc., :

Pzul was Very dlear 'in-saying "Render obedience to the powers that

ve for the powers that be are ordained of God". And it should be
remembered that. this was said at a time. when tHe “powers that be

were so corrupt -and vile that one has to.come all the way up to -

the modern imperialists and Stalinist pureaucrats to find a peer

Christianity also-conquered the Roman Empire by adapting itself to'

paganism.. Both the doctrine of tile trinity, thrée .gods in one, .

ard: the making “of lesser deities, c¢alled saints, wasua'cdncessioni?
to polythelisms 45 Paul Lafargue reveals in his fascinating book

"The Origin and Develophent of the Idea af the Soul" ‘throughout
the whole Roman Empire,  and particularly in the East there were
many secret religions that still preseived the very ancient.tradi-

‘tions’ of the matriarchate, worsiipping féeminine deities. Thesé

were’ taken over by the practical elevation of Mary, the mother of
Jesus to position of a. goddess, a position the lady still.retains

in ‘the Roman Catholic’ Church. Paul also helped to clear the way = .

for-the spread of Christianity by fighting against James and Peter .-

.for the non-Jews to come into the Christian fold without going :
through circumcision or observation of the: very strict ritual rules;

of the orthodox Jews..

By the ﬁiméxéf”Q6ﬁsiéﬁtiﬁé,;“saiht"nConétantine;1fhéi"géntlé" con=

vert to Christianity (at & time when most of the . soldiers had be-.

- Come ‘Christians) who successively strangled or drowned his mother,
‘his "son; ‘and his wife, Christianity had triumphed, but the Pauline-

faction within Chriatianmity, the ruling .class:faction, had also ‘
A'ansﬁaqb;agﬁééstdq%e,”Athq@asiusbhatqthe'Council.ofu
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' L v £t faction with the help of.
uted the Arians, a more ."left'™ faction wi 0
§§§§22id§grs?df’th€ "sain%",.andilaiahthegtheoretlcal-and organi-

So WG§See“thathhé£”§téftéH bﬁt”aé.é_cbhfﬁsGﬂ,rbiigion of - slaves

3t v iended caa.ah ahiirah A f “fa11ine e'lass.' an actiudl part
Inevitably iended -as--a'church -of ‘the tuling ‘class,' an actual pal
:of'thé}stZte,machinery;’fightinghmpe;Emp;re~only_Qn tpg quggt;on

of the division af-the:s@oi@;,;riug T

.. FEUDALISM: .t .

the-time of the overthrow of the Roman Empire a phenomenon oc- .
ﬁﬁrgzg ﬁé?Zr?ed to by Lenin, The barbarians overcame . the nmpérg, -
but, being at a 1ower_cultural,gtgge,gwgrgitbgmgelyes conquered by
‘the Roman cUlfﬁré'inéludingfthg're;igipgs‘supersprggtunew;“They
took “over wholesale’the Christian Church, the teachings.and struc-

. .. . e e s L 3 ~ 1 tof

ture of which were admirably adapted po.feydallsm.; pur;ng mos :

- .feﬁdalism'thé'GatholiciChufcthag'not'Only_thg "spiritual" protec-
 tor of feudalism, but was itself-orie”of the greatest feudal lords,

holding about one third of-all:the lands in Europe. During the
'feign,offthislholy institution exploitation and oppression -were

.. covered with-a saintly':halo, learning was su pressed, ‘and the sci-
" ence -of the day {such.as:was.not underground consisted in wise
~.discussions.as to how -many -angels: could.dance -on the point of a

" pin.” This whole period :in.which the economic.base remained almost

stationary”has;bedome,gitt;nglxLknongtg_higtory,~aSuthe "Dark -

S Ages". -

It waé during thislperiod,that thefezquurred,one of :the most, stri-

King manifestations of the correctness of the materialistic concep<

‘tion of history inithe sphere ‘of ‘neligion that has .yet been seen -
‘the Crusadesi +In our History ‘'06oXs .that we used in school we were

told that-the ‘crusades were a pure pouring forth of the.religious
impulse #n man; that ‘millions dfjpedple”sgcrif;qed,%hemsglveg in
=oraer'td°ffee'th65tomb»df-Christ from' tire ‘Saracens. No such. thing.
It was’the riches of 'tife East, not the mythical tomb of the long-

deceased “itinerant.that attracted -the attention of the feudal lords

of Europe 'and their retainers. - The Crusddes were .immense looting.
expeditions.: 8o crass was “this :character that it was finally bald-~

1y expressed when .ohe' of the ‘crusadirpg expeditions forgot all about

Jerusalem,~étoppiqguoff=at*Byzantiumhbr”Cdnstantinople”to plunder

- that -Christian .city, anduneVer?éettingjany furtherd
R BRSNS S AP L A I o

THE REFORMATION®

But,histdryﬁis_newbr:entifelybst&fiCsWZWithinfthe interstices of

- feudal "society there: developed”the getms of -the capitalist mode of

*ﬁ~prodﬁctionvanduofucou§§e;’the germs* of "the bourgeoys;e.;.Tpis;bou?-
Mgeoisiéﬂhad:tp;break?the?féttérg,ofufépda}uproduct}on-ﬂ Standing in
ziis.Wayfwﬂs;anmdstufohmidableLoppbnent,‘the;Cathollg Churqh.a;Egud-

al in-structures:tied in-with the feudal'nobility, itself the feud-

al owner of one.third of the land of Europe, the first-assault.bf

| itself still needed the aid of r

ed a new church with. new beliefs

-~ made public. @heén 'the pedsants r
| -pamphlet urging ‘the nobles to

-The‘boufgébisiérnéailyﬁfbun&fftsfreiiéfau;

1 of the ‘materialistic ¢
I in a state of turmoil.
|- any enterprise. ‘Apparen

" "not of him that willeth

"in England;
narchy.

“hen we come fo'fﬁe}iimé of t

hever to return.

. ‘.X
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the bourgeoisie naturally assumed a religious guise. Not that therc
was conscious deception on the part of the bourgeoisie. Like all
other exploiting classes, the bourgeoisie is unable to éxplain,its 
social environment without resort to the imaginary world of reli-
-gions 8o when it came in conflict with the Catholic Church and .
eligion both to keep the masses .
its own intellectual tool, it form-
, suited: to'‘the new conditions, -
Lutheranism made tne, first. assault on~the ‘Catholic’ Church. Luther
- represented the interests of: the German princes, whose main desire
. was t0'cut'down-the:exabtibns'oflROmé?and”to_transfer the "loot go- -
ing out of_Germany'ta%Rbmé‘ihto-tHeir'own‘pOCKets.; Many efforts.
have been made to. extol Luther as éijprageOUS”popular figure fight-
ing for the masses. :Nothing ‘¢ould be farther from the truths This
sycophant of,princes.adviéed'6dé:Offphé:Gefman-electors that it
would be.perfectlyireligiotis“and proper for him to.have two. wives
at once, ut:the same time adVvising’ that the circumstances be not
evolted this foul scab wrote a
"kill these dogs". Luther endeavored.
to keep as muchfdfjthe_doQtnines'dnd°ritual of the Catholic Church
as would‘servelﬁhe;interéSﬁé_of'the4pfinpes. Lutheranism, like the

Church of England,’-was really more of a national Catholic Church &
than anything else, - « = s Z : -
. Lo B v

satisfied with their lot and as

s expression in.Calvinism,
John_palvin, a reformed Catholic priest wa
leader of the bourgeoisie. of all Europey
el leaderi -The politidal activities of C
whole pamphlet, but ‘here we .can -do no -mor
Calvinist‘ddgtfine"offpfedéét;natiOQiagai

s not only a religious

alvin would serve for a
e than point it out. The
niserves as a confirmation -
onception_of.history{ The whole ‘world was
-:No,oneMCOuldrknOWHwhat.would come -out of: .
tly it was.at the whim of -a superior power,
‘not of hix h or, him that runreth".’ Calvin's doctrine
that God, "from all ‘eternity, ‘had destined all things, some to ri=
ches,'some'to_poverty,vsome.to salvation, ‘some to damnation, fitted
the harsh needs of the .times.: But still piore important by imbuing
hat. they wete the elect, Calvinism

the bourgeois revolutionaries -t ,
ughenots” in France, the Ironsides

led to the development.of the H _ _
etc,, fighters:againstffeudaliSm'and the absolutist mo-

_ _the PFrench:Revolution‘we reach the apo- -
gee of the bourgeoisie. The "Enlightenment" ‘period Just before the
Revolution, discarded all religious guises and came out with mater-.
lalistic critiques.of ald-existing sccisty: It is true that this
@ateria;ismmwas-a'meChéQﬁdél;mapQria%ism and therefore. faulty, but
1t.rqpresentedﬁthe-peak,dffboufggoii'dﬁVofde'fhdm-religion; ‘But
this bOurgeo;s.mgterialism~was,oﬁﬁy;a St. Martin's -Summer. With
Thermidor, bourgeois "free thought" also went under the guillotine,

but still more,. a politic<
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. Subsequent developments-in religion, though individually impqrpant,
‘are not particularly pértinent to our discussion. As.substantlgt-
"ing our thesis, however, we can not refrain from calling attentlon..
to such phenomena as the split between the U.S. Northern and South-

~ ern churches over. the question of slaverys Here we have a palpable
- example of religion reflecting the material interests,;not;alqne_
the conditions, of-differing economic societies.. In all history, -
and -this is as true _of the other religions as of Christianity, re-.
ligion has functioned in.one of two ways, often both at the same .
time. - Sometimes-qstthe“dipgct.spiritual policeman of the ruling
class, inventing hell for the rebellious, . standing- shoulder ‘to

- shoulder with the exploiters in actual bettle with the- oppressed.
Or it Has a more subtle and. more dangerous role, haranguing against
the rich and powerful, telling the poor 'to :bear their burdens pa-
tiently on this earth bécause they .will be rewarded and the ,oppres-
‘sors punished’'after death. 1In either case religion. can.offer no~"
‘thing to the proletariat, ° The proletariat is impelled to build a
‘world in which socidl relatiorns will be .clear.. There will be nei-
ther exploitation nor. anarchy .of production, There will ‘therefdre
be ‘no need of the hypothesis of a god to explain social relations,

- Just as ‘long ago the concept of a god became unnecessary to explginV
thunder apd.lightning. : : . : o '

INTERNATIONAL NOTES

. TEAPOT TEMPZST OVZR WALLACE
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‘Resistance to the appointment of Heary Wallace as Secretary of Com=

" merce and administrator of the giant Reconstruction Finance Fund,
comes from two capitalist sources: : - -

1- Those capitalis§ts, ‘i.e. the Southern industrialists who now
‘have lush opportunities to grow and are opposed to any discipline
over their activiti¥s;“@évén by- their own government; and '

‘ .?- Those capitalists who are in favor of disciplining their own
class, but-who are onposed to the ‘Wallace’ brand of discipline on -
the grounds that it doés 'not sufficiently permit the "big fish to
eat’the little"fish" and that it favors other groups within the ca-

i - pitalist sct~-0p more than it favors them; they arc represented by
~thé Republican group. - 7 .. Lo o ' ' ' '
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This bloctof. forces has:been able to upset Wallace's applecart.

But it is a very tenuous bloc. Eventually the Northern finance ca-
pitalists must break with their Southern brethren.. They are only
‘looking'for ebncessions from Mf'. Roosevelt and. as, soon as they get. .
“them, they will get on his’ bandwagon. - I S
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. RELIGION IN THE PERIOD. OF WAR AND REVOLUTION ‘Heiry:Wallace 1s"100% 'for thé ‘system of private enterprise., But he.
CLL : RS - is ‘an exponent:of ‘guvernment 'spending (which boosts taxes) and fa-
vors.a number. of minor méasures which can give a little breath of
life to the:smallcapitalists’ ~ over a million of whom have been
thrown out - of business 'in the ‘past three years: Wallace is trying
to dam the river @gainst a more-rapid consolidation of finance ca-
pitals In that way he is making ‘enemiés, even within his own class.

But that time 'is still in the future.’ What isithe role of .religion
today? Look:around you. Where can one find more degenerate flun-
Kies of.imperialism than in the churches? ' In each'country these B
‘"gentlemen of the:cloth" aséend their pulpits and urge’ their "flock" . ‘|
- to'slaughter.fecllow Christians and'Jews and Mohammedans and Budd- .
_ hists for the "greater honor and glory of God": = and imperialism, o
they. should add. :Not to be-outdone by-their ‘colleagués in.thé capi-
talist . w.rld, :the "Holy .fathers" in the Soviet Union call for the

' But the important thing to remamber is that there is NO DIFFERZNCE

T IeATEROTY X
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defense.of the privileges.of the.Stalinist burcaucracy, hoping that
~they have achieved their own little niche.'in the ¢orroded.structure

of ‘the.rotting workers'-state. " ‘Let.them howl to their various gods

The . vanguard Qf -the proletariat will forge -a Fourth International
~that wilkl.lead the ,masses of the.world, not-to an imaginary reli-
gious world, but to a-full, !free, clear world where :religion will

~be heedcd neither for repression nor as opium, where- it will disap- -

IN PRINCIPLE between any of the three groups now at loggerhcads.
%11 favor ‘the retention of the system of private cnterprisec. Onc-

Wallace) wants a modificd system, with full control of cartcls and
a sort of status-quo in the relationship between little busincss

-and big business. -Anothcr group (the Southern industrialists)

wants no control of businecss, sineec it opcrates in a low wage arca,

- 1t has new and modern cquipment just bought for it by the govern-,

. : E ment, and it foresees great prospects of growth IF LEFT ALONE. The
pear. in favor of science. o o - . o . -third group (Republicans) is the old "big fish eat little fish"

:%> .' S . . : : . group,lthatzwants greater government .control OF LABOR, and'greatef:
IS T T T T T T P a—— — — monopoly. - TR )
- POVl It L B CONTACT - - - 0
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The supporters of the Wallace ideology are fighting a losing battle.

- Not that Mr. Wallace's personal star is going dowa: Cn tre contrary -
Jalldce will become a rallying point for Popular ¥rontism (Labor :
Partyism) in America. But the idea of reconciling the invarests of
'Big Business and Little Business (and giving labor a few reforms,k
out of the deal) is an impossibility as a long term perspectives

v
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The present battle is only a tempest in a teapot. The 1ssue. is not _ ]N TE‘(NAT*ONAL NEV\/S
over fundamentals. It is only a struggle within the ranks of the

b8825501;ie_gn HOW TO, PROCEED AGAINST THZ TWPZNDING ECONOMIC AND' . | FOR '[ HFE YEAR ’]944

S CRISE _ . . _ . _ : . ' ' :

' JANUARY . The Class. Struggle in Japan .
None of the three groups reallj has a solutlon. The. only solution v R . Wages and Inflation

- of the problem lies in the overthrow of all capitalist groups, the Nationalism - Its Past and Futurev

whole capitalist system, by the 8001al Revolutlon and the develop- - " f' . The Hungarian Revolution of 1919
meiit  of a 8001alist bconomy. oo v : : ‘

' FEBRUARY  Civil War and Imparlallst War
v Coming Unemployment
Open Letter to C.P. Members

ANTI SEMITISM BLCOMES OFFICIAL

T

MARCH - Bulldlng a Red Army

'Hull and Roosevelt perlodlcally weep over the pllght of the Jews. - -New Betrayals of Stalinism

. But their sincerity is -beliecd: by -what the allics:arc doing in Italy. - )
Under ordors from the Allics the Italian-war ministry issucd an or- . "APRIL -
~der for the mobilization of all Italian Gentiles between 20 and 30, C '
tut called only those Jews who' are betweéen 25 and 30 years old.: :
- The Italian war ministry and Allied headquarters refused to eXplain. | -~ JUNE

or comment. This measure is the first éexample of offlclal Allled
. anti- semltlsm in Italy.- :

—— o
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May bay Manifesto
Organized Poverty

.Acain the Russian Guestion:
Canadlan Bconomy and the Working Class
What Now — The Invasion of Kurope .

' o o Chauv1nlsm — W. Lenin
’,Emlgratlon tq Palestlne 1s no solutlon for the uew1sh questlon.

. Great Britain is using -the Jewish settlement there as a pawn in its July .Ru551an bconomy and capltallsm
conflict w1th the Arabs and in its struggle for -control of the ' Anglo-U.S. Foreign Policy’ ‘ S
Middle East. The two Palestinian . terrorists who assa551nated Lord . _ ' Workers! Gontrol of Productlon - Pre—Conventlon Uis— .
. Moyne initheir flght against British oppression were sentenced to : B R cussion
be hanged.  Ben Hecht, exposing British censorship which stopped * - AUGUST - War and Revolutlon - Folitical Report to the 7th
correspondents from 1nform1no their papers of what went on at the : o , - Plenum of ‘the R W. L,
- trial, 'said: “The world was thus robbed of a chance to hear the de- N B N :
- fendants' case which we believe would have. been an- exposure of the . - SEPTEMBER - Revolutlonary Defeatlsm — by a Brltlsh Trotskylte
'guinlessness of Brltlsh occupatlon of the mandated terr1tory of iax Schachtman —~ Ghost of Eugene Duhring -
ales 1ne" ’ : . . : g o -

-

. OCTOBER Leontleff Rev1ses Marx ,

- - "Punish the German Workers".
_Analysis of Events in ;arls
“International Notes ””

NOVEMBER Hlahllghts .of Today's Warv
. -+ .+ War - Daughter of Ihverlallsm
"Psychology and Capltallsm o

d Military Pr1n01ples and Capltallst Decay
‘Roots «f Bureaucracy
Internatlonal Notes

These back numbers of the INTERNATIONAL N&WS. can be ordered
from: DEMOS PRESS 708 N. Glark Street ¢ Chicago, Ill.

Slngle copy. 10. cents'




