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- TOTAL WAR
The sécond world war brought inmto the limelight the concept of ™otal war'e

It has beén_attributed to Hitler and the fascists, but history proves that
they have presented nothing new in either theory or practice. ‘ -

. It was Drs Blau, national-socialist and strategist for the Nazis, who elabor=
ated and eprunded_the-idea of "Total War", of a war on the diplomatic front,
the economic” front, the psychclegical front and finally the military front;

in fact all phases of social lifeé - to organize the whole naztion for war in -
Mpeace" and in military conflict. - - .

. But Dr. Blau merely borrowed practical and theoretical ideas long ago ex-
veunded and proven correcti znd later merely ‘borrowed by the German Genersl

Staff and Hitler for imperialist ends. - : : . :

i

Genéral Ludenddfff gtﬁdied fhis problem énq advocated "total_WQr"_lbﬁg before'“
Hitler became the "darling" of the Prussian Junkers and the big financial

interests of Germany. Ludendorff's theory took into account the relations be-

tween politics, technology, cconomics, morals, and warfaree. His concept of )
- total war differed from Hitler's only in. the theory of politics. Lvdendorff . -
wanted to establish a military dictatorship of the old Prussian Junker typo,.
doing away with tho'evils'he confronted under the Kaiser during the first o
world war; while tho fascists and Hitler desired to establish a different type
of political dictatorship of tho minority over all social institutioms. They.

presented two diffcerent roads to total war and tho handling of politics, but
their content was tho same. ' -

Civilized wars, meaning wars under the systems of exploitation, are wars that
tend to cmbrace more and moro of the whole nations But the difforence in the -
past - Chattel Slavery, Feudalism and developing cepitalism as compared to. 1
the imperialist stage of capitalism - is mainly the result of ‘technological =

developments The low industrial lovel end lack of acience, transportaiiop,

communication, and movement did not enable the "total war" of nations to pro-
cecd boyond the primitivo stage. But with further cconomic development and

social change, wars of nations took on & more total character. Tho theory E
was there from the very beginning; but the economic means to the ond were not
prcsent. ' : R . ' ;

REDIVISION OF THE EARTH .
It was not umtil aftor tho industrial revolution of capitalism that the begins .
ning of ‘total war bocamo ovident. The first war to DIVIDE THE WORLD among the
exploiters and to lay down a political and social line of demarcation for the
futuro was fought in Europe in the Franco-Prussian war and the Paris Commune
hat followed. Prior to this war and rovolution the economic development was
too low to embrace the GLOBE z5 a whole, and wars were fought for control only
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7vof PARTS of “the world. 1871 wns tho Begznnlng of thc wor1a1v1do s'rurglo and
the w0r1d wars to follow.

. Economic dovelopmont and its Lcchnologlcal proércss 1aid the basis for thls-
By tho turn of the contury the socond scries of wers for tho REDIVISION of the
EARTH took place, on the ong hend between: rlscng Unltcd Statos imperia llsm and
cocllnlng Spainj and can tho otkor hand botweon backward Czerlst Russia and
rlslng Japancse imperinlisme Th1s was followed by the. Russian ‘Revolution of

.'1905. Tho thoory ~nd prrciice of tokal war hed nrogressed to the cxtont that
ovonomlc dovolcpmcnt of caplta1lsm moved forward., :

Tho flrst vorld Tar ootwcon cnrmqny on the. one h nd, ?nd tFé‘Britiéh'Empiro
on tho othor, rcsulted in r loss for both and- s gein for {two other 1mpor1ﬂllst
pcwors'- the United S5tatcs and Japsn. This wag a: third attempt to ‘divide tho
car?h- Agpln as in 1871 and 1905 this war was cut short by thc social revo-
ivtion in Russia of 1917 and = sorics of othors that followcd. In this first
world war; total war wrs ai s much higher lovel than.evor bofore, oven though
“the torm Wns nct uscd théh es it kns becn 1n tkls .sccond worlid - far-

The typo of war hns undcrgnno a *cvvlu ticnary chancc because of thé classos

involved andé bccause of. économic devélopment . The Fazi theory of total. wa

is an extension of the concepis of Clausewitz and Ludendorffe. But it len nod

upon previous theorics of Froderick the -Great, NepOWan, 8cher rnhorst, Mclitke,
. Schliffen and Gnclsonau-- It is n nleadlng of these mon of. thgory and men of

actlon tcgcthor w;th oconomlc devclopment. : ' :

t

MARX AND E:_IGELS'

But the'vholecpicturo of total war would be crne~sided and errcnoous if wo: dld
2ctzccn31cor the contributions %o this subJoct by Marx, ! Engels;, Lenin ~nd.
irotsky. It wes Marx' thesis on Feucr rch which steted + natg "Tho philos- "

aphors have only 1ntorprctod uhe world 1n verious wayse The point, however
is to ch,ago it." o _ Jlowever,

Tho ertlnbs cf Marx end Engels on. mlllteﬁy problems are not bound in ono or
_more bolumes, and arc scattored; but when ono cons1do“s thet . mllltary stratogy
snd tactics cannot be separated. from the class principles, political principles
‘ono can understand the rorl significence:of iarx andEngols as wrlters ‘on total
1J&r, which Was later’ praculcod by Lenin. and Trotsky in the Russian Rovolution.

vOre could menﬁlon t 16 "“lﬂss otrvsgle in France, 1848"
the. American’/ Civil Wer, and

reveluticnary Marxists, not

tho Perig Commune,
meny othor writings on mllltary quostions by these
1 to spenk. of writings by Lenin and Trotsky. But.
the important factor to remember, in the question of total war, is not- merely

. the question of militery zrodlenms. It is the question of  how these military
~;or~b*ams are hanaled as class prcblems. .

7 Marx and Engcls tlearly laid down the conce ts of = cont nu . .
'~Jarx presented the thsoretlcnl cencept, of tﬁe pcrmﬂnent ;evggﬁtggz l&%ﬁrlggg
veloped and expoundod by Trotsky- In the general concopts of the class
:struggle and Historical Materialism, the broad outl ines of war of polltlcal
aconomlc, soclal and mlli»ary struggle is put forth constantly- ’

INTERNATIONAL NES

The explclters' soclety flghts for the control of the world®'s rosources and _
the menns of production. This is supplemented by an officer corps and military
staff that can absorb a large draft ermy in a very short pericd. The struggle™

" of the exploiters for the redivision of the earth is =~ continuous war taklng

on differont forms, open and concealed, sccinl, political, economic, and .
militery. -Tho strugglo of clesses is continuous snd has evon moro: fundamental
contradicticnss The very foundation of the class strugglo and the rolation-

-ship of imperialist wars.and .revclutions lays the basis for total war. Ex-

pleitation and wars of reaction demand tho orgenizetion of the total social -

ferces o# the aliornetivo of being liquidated. The proletarian revolution

likewise, oven to a. higher degree, demands the total-: organlzatlon of the soclal;

'oconomlc, cclltlcal, and mllltary forces for thoso ends-_

LiND, SEA AND ATR ’,vpo:;m

o

-in the pericd.cf.thecfirst'world war the fai iroads detormined the size of -

the army and naval strongth acted as a barrier to invesion and helped block-

"adc the "enemy". Those oconomic condltlcns placed restrictions upgn the ex--

tohi'of'?total war" apd rovealed the rolation cf total war 1o eccnomlcgo,

But at prescnt, in the ‘socond world imperialist.wer to redivide tho earth
among the victoricus cxploitors, othor econcmic develooments play a leading ..

‘role. TFirst and foremost is: air power. Bubt this dces not mean-that the

airplanc roplaced tho navy and railroad. of yosterday; nor does it replace thé'

.naval and land forcess It means that the naval, land and air strategy are

cembined, taking the best of land, sea end 2ir and Lnltlno them into a new

. end highor unity cf f crmer "onposltos", with eir strategy playlng the key

rolc.

Tnls general 1dea of. soﬂlal, pclltlcal, economlc, and military development,
which includes any and all scientific developments, has been prosented by the
rovolutionary Marxists through Marx, Engels, Lenin.and Trotsky. It includes -
the concept of total war - total war of the explolters for their narrow ends =

.znd above all total war of the exp101ted for thelr 8001?1 broad ends-

' Rcad Lenln -on the October Rovaluulon- Rostudy the practical questions -of

this turning point in historical. development snd you will see total war that
makes the. fascists and Hitler the amateurs ‘and copy-cats that they aree. The~
‘mobilization of the nation. for total war for liberation against exp101tetlon :

.is the only KIED of total wer worth supporting. It involves every man, woman-

and child. It involves every moans at the dlspOS?l of the nation to free it-
self from exploitation of man by man. It 1nvolvcs mass prqpagande’ and aglt-z
ation; it involvos ¢conomicy sOClal, polltlcal and mllltary Wzr.‘ :

. KINDS OF 'romL WAR

Tho total war Of'f?SCle 13 different in klnd from the total war of the

N
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Aﬁerican imperialism, as the leading bourgeoié-democraiic imperiaiis? power,
‘had greater economic,-and therefore political, social and military might ot

its disposal. Its total war, therefore,;could have reached a hig@er level

in degree than that of the- fascists, although in actuality this did not occur.

But more important thet this relationship of degree in the question of total
‘war is the question of relationship of KIND. The Soviet Union with its more
backwerd economic level than either German or American capitalism revealed in
its defense against fascism that its forces were greater for total ware.

This wes due to its supsrior economic systeme« No one questions the restraints
that the economic level .of development places upon a nation. But the economic
system, the superiority of weak capitalism over strong capitalism has. been
proven time and time againe. and this has a -key bearing cn the question of
total wars ' o o :

No one mechenically separates thése_social-and economic factors from the mil-
itary tactics and problems. On the contrary, the military tactics and. strategy
flow from basic class principles. Total wer is a product of social develop-
tent.-It-is-not-news=3Its "nevness" merely means the kopt-press end their
editors and those who mould publi¢ opinion have caught up with the social
conditions which bring to the fore the theoretical and practical question of
total war long ago theoretically presented by Marx and Engelse. - . ‘

- MORALS AND TOTAL WIR

One more importamt distinction must be made in relation to total war. Revol- -

utionary Marxists are not moralists. Moralism has become a hiding place for
. fakers who try ‘to cure the cancerous growth of cepitalism with ointments and
- surface remediesy are the -true "social defenders of progressive morals for all
mankind regardless of race, color or creed:. ' o
Total war, as it has been associated with Hitler and fascism is to be abhored.
It represents a return to barbarisme Total war of fascism and its systemgtic
destruction of the working class and minority races, especially the Jews,
represents Capitalism in decay at its worste. And unless we change to social
production this will be  repeatéd over andover againe In small backward ,
countries, without German indusirial development, this wholesale destruction
of human deings is not NEW under capitalism. Industrially developed Germany,

. ‘taken over by fascism (with the consenmt of the rulers of United States, England, . |

and France, in 1933, to be used against communism) is only a more widespread
“barbarous. phenomena. It is-not a new . ‘¢andition -of decay capitalism at all. -
- The mass killings and the exploitation and supression by the fascists in -
' Germany as compared to #hat of lesser capitalist nations reflects the differ-
ences in the DEGREE of economic development and capitalist decay. It is not
 a'matter of morals. But when the total war of fascism is compared to total
- -War. of ‘Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky a different content is brought to the
. "surfacey not a difference only in degrees The total war of the exploiters'
"nation is a-total war of minority not only against the majority within the

-~
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" the workers. and pes

“dictatorship over-the majority,

~the fascist wholesals

retion but also against the mgjority of the exploiter nations whom the victor
-must: vanquish in order to rule Burope and the world for German exploiters. They
:do not intend to share the-world with other exploiters of other nationalities. -
50 tho problem is more than class vs classe It also includes in eddition to
sents the minority exploiters:of other nations (except for
those Quislings who arc néeded as local agents 6 hold in check the massess
Total war of revolutionary Marxism (not Stalinism) represents thé war of the
nejority against the mincrity. Such ‘war can not bYe weged under a burocratic.
such as'fhe,Stalinist-machine,jbut only under
the mijority over the former exploiting minority. Thig .-
w end higher moral basis which is the antithesis of
destruction and elimination of the.countless millions

“he’ democratic rule of
brings to the fore a ne

. of oppressed and explcited and the minority nationalitiese-

o s/5/es

fcience and technological develcbment will make the concept of total war mere
~nd more a common topic) but abeve &1l total war rust be understood in its
~clationship to the class struggle - the aims of the exploiters and rea¢tion-
cry wars on the one hand versus. revolutionary wars for liberation and social B
revolution- on the other. Only within'this framework can the problems of total
“ar be analized. - T AT R
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INTﬁRNATIONAL NE¥S . PAGE 6 c- That the state will not'make’conéesSioné”on occasions to the oppressed, or

d- That the state will not be used by a major section of the rulers to disci-

| THE | STATE . THE | SO\/H:T UNI O N , :_;line the whole ruling class for extended periods and receive the wrathe of the |

individual members of the opvressing classe .

o L N . . . B As a matter of fact all thouse things are happening constantly. Rcosevelt orders
_ AND DEFEN S'SN\ oL : ' . s troops to carry Sewell Avery out of the Montgomsry Ward plant because he re- '
-+ = E - ' ' commizes that the interests of this one potentate of the capitalist class are

hurting the GENERAL intercsts of the whole class...Roosevelt dies and Truman

comes. in with g_whole new set of advisers, cabinet members, etce That signifies

that Truman will pay homsge to a slightly difTerent section of the rulers than

4id Roosevelt. . . .. ' - o ' :

Political economy is a science which deals with living, dynamic forces.. Any -
‘attempt, therefore, to interpret the laws of Political Economy in a rigid,
mechanical fashion are doomed to failure. In degling with humen and social .-
relationships all things are blends and interrelationships, rather than fixed
and unchanging entities. Marx used to point out for instance that his great: _
work, Capital, actually'did not give a picture of modern society because no - . | One stats tak
'place on earth wag theére. a system exactly like the one he desscribede. All ca--
" pitalist economies had carryovers of the old feudal, chattel slave, and some-
~times primitive communist, eras. In some backward capitalist countries most
- of the forms were feudal forms, rather than capitalist. The system of society
that Marx described in his three volumes of "Das Kapital" is therefore af ab- .
straction of a purs capitalist society which never did and never can exist. 1-"The econcmic development and level of each country. (For instance a Fascist
-Anyone who attempts to deal with Marx's masterpiece in a rigid, mechanistic fa- government in Spain, based on a low level of economy, is radically different
shion will thus never understand the living relationships in the real capita- - ~~ than the fascist form in Germeny.) L - . 4

list world.- _ ' C : . L 2- The specific class struggleé within each. country. = o S A

. L ' oo - ' 3- The internel struggles amongst thé ruling cless itself, i that country.

Unfortunately however too many "theoretiecians" in the revolutidnary movement 4= The relationship of that one natiomal ruling class to the ruling class in -
are intoxicated by what Stuart Chmse called "The Tyranny of Words". They ﬁake ‘ other couniriese 0 , . , - , . L
8 Marxian law and repeat it by rote for. every given situation without attempt- L _ - 4 . e . o E

ing to understand the living interrelationships and blends of all phenomena. If you want to understand a single action of the capitalist state you must take
~ Bverything to them is either black or white, progressive or reactionary, good © into account the interrelationship of .all four factors. Let us take. s simple

or bad. ' They look upon social phenomena as statics, rather than as changing = = example. The Roosevelt government attempted to introduce a bill. in the United
forces going through an evolution-revolution. process based on an actual strug- W “ates vhich amounted to forced labor, the Wadsworth Bill.  Many people could
gle (and unity) of oppositese. o - ’ '

ot understand why the bill.was put forth at the time that it weas, especially ~
o : ' T v T -since the defeat of Germany was imminent. But the bill was based on the inter-
_This crude form of thinking is especially noticeable when dealing with the ~ =tional relationships of the American capitalists with Britain, Japan and other -
‘question of the State. Lenin once wrote that "The state is thé instrument of . “sowers on the one hand, and the need of a struzgzle by American capitalism against =
the ruling class", and for some "thinkers" that exhausts the subject entirely. R the Soviet Union and. the growing wave of Revolutions, on the other hand. Fur- 8
~All stetes are always the instrument of the ruling class and do its bidding. . thermore, Roosevelt correctly anticipated resentment at the unemployment and-
Henice if a state is not doing the bidding of the "ruling class" there must be loss .0f take home pay aftsr the defeat of Germany and he wanted this weapon to
" another ruling class in existence. The state in the Soviet Union has arrested, - smash strikes and keep that resentment within bounds. There are other factors .
imprisoned, and otherwise hermed millions of Russian workers;.ipso facto the too, but these highlights show that it is impossible to explain a -single act of . ©
Soviet State is not an instrument of the workers (A Workers State), but of an- fiie state on the mechanical thesis "The State is the instrument of the ruling
other class, "the bureaucracy". Such is the sylogistic arggment put up by the class", but that the‘liviﬁg intefrelationships must be taken into accounte. As
o : : : o Egtter‘of fact a large section of the ruling class, - for its own reasons,
o ’ . " B ieee in order to protect "laissez faire" which is one of the weapons these sec= - E
o FORMS OF THE STATE o - S sors have ageinst other monopolists: - opposed the Wadsworth bill. But the Wads~
: : , . o S . , L worth bill fitted into the needs of the capitalist class AS A WHOLE. o
Lot us break ‘down Lenin's theorem - "The State is the instrument of the ruling o , : - : :
© class" - into its living components. Yes, it is quite true that GENERALLY AND
- HISTORICALLY the state represents the interests of the oppressors ageinst the

 :0ppressed, the interests of the dominant classe But that does not mean, for The bourgeois state does not reprosent the wishes and interests of each indivi-

- instance, that ¢ . k ' C R - . ‘M~ “val capitelist as such; it represents the interests of its class AS. A WHOLE.. .
"_' g~ One section’of the state may not take action agaihst another section, as. , Sometimes those interests -dictate that large sections of the ruling'clésé'ijs‘lf-
2. reflection of the struggle within the capitalists themselves. shall be extermineied. In order to exiét,ﬁAmeriqen,capiﬁalism.had‘ go. to . wer

b= All sections of the ruling class are treated equally; or T ~&gainst German capitalism. -In ‘doing so.it forced\innumera sme

es on a monarchial form, another a military dictatorship, a third ~

a "democrdcy", etc. Furthermore each monarchy differs from the other and each
"democracy" differs from oiher "democracies®. The United States has an entirely
different varliamentary form than that of France.. . R '

Whast makes for these differences? The answer is not simple but complex:

mechanical materialists whe parade as Marxistse

- . INNER STRUGGLES OF THE CAPITALISTS
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 out of the economic picfuré, as a sacpifiéé to the greed of the larger monopo-

lists who refused to support their own state unloss such concessions wers given
them. : '

How does the bourgeois state represent the interests of the ruling. class?! Its

constitution makes private property sacrosanct, - its army, its police force,

.its courts guard that one basic theorem above everything clse =~ including and
- ospecially human rights. - The bourgeois state defends the right to make a profit

above everything slse. But the bourgeois state is definitely not free from the -

'.Whirltides of economic pressure, from the pressure'of_the wbrking class, -or-from

the internecine ‘struggles within its own class at home and abroad. Wars for in-

stance between rival sections of the world ruling class force the state to modify,
‘its forms.. Struggles of the working class for economic and political rights

force.the state to either turn to.the left, toward popular frontism in one of
its many forms, or to the right, to militery dictatorship in one of its many
forms, depending on the specific ‘gravity of the struggle.  Furthermore the eco-
nomic level of the country will color “the picture. A "democracy™ in the United

States will be very different from one in backward Peru. And finally.ithe abili-

. -ty of capitalist leaders to organize the state machine and to control the capi-
. talistiinternecine struggles will determine the' state forms tooe  The forms

inder a.Rodsevelt ‘are different than the forms under a-Hoovér- This subjective

- factor must ‘not be discounted.

©.'THE FORMS OF THE STATE WILL VARY THEREFORE DEPENDING ON THE BLEND OF THE FOUR.
- PACTORS DIALT WITH ABOVE, DEPENDING IN OTHER YORDS ON THE TOTALITY OF THESE

FOUR FACTORS, WHAT WE REFER TO AS CLASS RELATIONS.

YIhere the oppressed class is docile, weak, disorganized or beaten the state will
appear more opeiuly as the ‘agency of its class. The Latin American dictatorships
and the colonial rule of the imperialists are an excellent example. -The fascist
dictatorships, which come into power on the basis of a defeat of the proletariat,
are another example. Where the. oppressed class is relatively stronger and .bet-
jﬁer organized the forms of class rule are more hidden dictatorships. A trade

‘union wmovement of some 15 million in America, for instance, forces the bourgeois

state to assume a mask of "impartiality™. A large revolutionary wave, such as
existed in Germany in 1919 or in’ Hungary under~Karolyi will even make the ‘state

cattempt to appear as an agency for the oppressed-class, the working class.

APPEARANCES AND REALITIES

,

-The stronger and more numerous the oppressed class the mors will the state form

-appear as an "arbiter" between classes. The ‘weaker. the oppressed class the more

“-will the state show its open fangs of dictatorship. A&s the oppressed class
~grows in strength and power -a number of strange "exceptions" to Lenin's Maxim
~Gevelop. 'Those "exceptions" (in reality extensions) are of a number of differ-
.ent types- There are instances where the relationships of classes are ‘so evenly
‘halanced that what Trotsky called a "Bonapartist" state comes into existences

For instance the absolute monarchs of the latter days of Feudalism were forced
tn OCCasions.to employ capitalist ministers. On the surface they appeared. to
i ' : _ geoisie,. and many a feudal lord bemoaned this
: . the terminology of Engels the contending classes were so evenly
alanced that the statevappeared“to;fest_above'classés,tbutfnonetheless\itStroots
oriained within the prevailing mode of production.’ That was proven' when. the ’
ourgeo si",sigttad’ﬁhq_French’Revglutionv-'it@then"had to oppose the Monarchy

\
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Another type of such "exception" is where the staté itself is forced to split =

into two parts because of its confusion, because of a division of labor, because:

_basically of the pressure of the oppressed class. This occurréd, for instance,

during the Spanish Civil Wer. Sections of the bourgeoisie failed to go over to
the Fascist state and meintained their old "democratic" state, when the working
class defended itself against Fascism and seized the factories, etc.

" Another fype of such "exception"'is where two states of two separate clagses

exist side by side - dual power. Such phenomena have existed frequently in the

-past thirty years, the outstanding example of which is the dual -power in Russia :
in 1917, the state of the exploiters under Kerensky, and the state of the oppres-

sed, the Soviets.
SCIENCE AND HUMANITARIANISM

"hese so-called exceptions take on great significance in periods of accentuated

rlass struggles It must be emphzsized here that we are not dealing with huma-

ns opposed to the tyranny of a Napoleon as.we are. to the tyranny of a Louis XVI,
although one served revolutionary capitalism and the other the reactionary feud-
alisme’ -Furthermore only mass action by the oppressed can eliminate tyrantse

But unfortunately history is not made out of the whole cloth, as Marx pointed
cute It is sometimes necessary to move parallel o one set of tyrants against

~another. We would march with a Napolean, for instance, against a Louis XVI,

while at thegf same time trying to dislodge Ngpoleons Our criteria is dependent
on the class nature:of the state and the long term historical benefits to be
sained by supporting a progressive social order againﬁt a reecticnary one.

e Great French Revolution of 1789 of fers o fortile field for examiﬁing this
esis. Of the various factions in the Revolution the proletariat had more to
ain by supporting the Heberts, Marats and Baboeufs against the Robespierres,

T
EN)
R4
g

‘Lafayettes, Dantons and Napéleons-‘ But the proletariat was duty bound to suppqrf

the WHOLE bourgeois state ageinst the feudal reaction of -central Europe.

Similar examples can be adduced in ‘the trade union movement. The State of Texas
requites union orgsnizers to get a permit before they can orgenize. If that

eugust state were to arrest an out and out Union racketeer because ‘he dared orga-':;
‘nize without such 2 permit we woulid defend him against the capitelist state in-
vhis instance, even though in his own Union we would fight him with every weapon -

a?ailable-v

The Soviet Union today comes under the category of one of the "exceptions" enu-

~uerated above. Inside and outside the Soviet Union the relationship of class

forces are balanced to the point where the Soviet state appears to rest above,

classes; to.many people it apvears to be.-an instrument of o new class, the Soviet:

rocracye As a matter of fact when we say the Soviet Union is: s WARPED Workers

" ote, we are merely stating that the relationship of classes in Russia (afféctédf
<. the world relationship of clgsses as.well) is so ‘tenuous andlgo;evenly baé" >'
~~nced, the working class has lost so much strength and power that other clagses:

“e challenging its power and are radically altering the forms of staie-powgh{;
Zourgeois ELEMENTS are ensconced in‘respdnsible‘positions,and-are'making headwa

while the working class is steadily'1obsing-grpund,aéven in its property relations

iitarian questions but scientific estimates.  We Marxists will fight tyrants whe- -

ther they rule over capitalist stetes or over working class states. We are just

RS B
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T A : . = | S . o ek arad el imperialist by the
o L : ¥ . : _ tion. Every defeat gdministered against any imperialist power now
V. i iTut . T} 1 with the sbsclute Monarchs . revolu . & - el ° PEr .
of Toudalion 15 Rt tos far Totennes thore tas 1es vicho mee en moononre” W Red iemy wiil vy final victory against world imperialisn that much easier
enemy pressure that it had to take the enemy class, the bourgeoisie, into iti_ ' That is theanb~9f,tb°‘w?°1e problem. , o
“ fold. And there too, in an emergency the state defended the prevailing mode - @ - o - o 4 T AR ice What difference do
of production,just a; the Sovist State REINTRODUGED transition economy into the ; . TEZ'zz:;za;a12¥1t;:yc;z§ies:;pl}YgiaZrzkisgggsa;;eZc?gi:zqagéin:t:Stalinism5 why -
Sovigt Union as it nerched westwaré back.from Stglingred- ’ \ | | ien-clingfto.%he "outworn":tcrmiﬁoldgy Workers State. ‘Tbe “Outworn"rtgrmizzgd :
The issue relative to the SovietUnion is greatly clouded by appeals bo humani- [§-  .cgy however is just as imprtamt for the~SCIENCE~°f~§?rXI?m e fq;ugghgiswre .
“tarianism - and above all by MECHANICAL thinking as to what the "DEFENSE OF THE' | ' ‘i3 international class relaticns as te?manIO%y ;nt:' décizgzszél'nrocess of
_SOVIET UNION" mezns. There are 15 million slaves in Siberia, runs ons argument. B ;b has a material base. -He who can n°*d“§d°2§ Fevoluti shary otate of v hemoe
. How can you. support the Soviet state? How can you be for DEFENSISM when Stalin birth, irgwt? anc :;cay,,who 12ﬁc:njizie i{ iset;§zng olaco }will not Do able
o is regi i erin i i t d v i @l vena and declares the process over w ! g P 3 -anie
;?deh%s reglme'comm}t sgch crines agalnst the Russian agd the world wprklng 4o undorstand any othor pheriomene, eithore It is no accident that the mechenical
L GIasE: S ' ' : ' o _ g - "wsterielists who clain that the Soviet Union is not a Workers State are amzngst
) . ‘ ‘ . ) ; . o . . . . . " ' v S . .o : N —ts g greg po-
ST AN SH - L capitalism's major suppo rterss The Soviet bnlon for us repr5§en ag ) ]
. _ o DEF““SIbMvAhD DEFEATIS} . - o ' : | B tential material aid to the world revolution.. Its preSent leacership is a}uetrl-s
. But: our critics do not understend that the terms "support" and "defensism" are J§ . . @emt to that revolutio=. But its meterial base Cili bo a great help later,in :he
‘not rigid terms either. Our defense of the Soviet Union today and our defenss [ - cxtension of October if ‘Stalinism and its line (which f}ows-f;omRtheiﬁi?O;Y;o
of it in.1918-20 are radically different. In 1918-20 we wished for and worked - Socialism in One Country) is ovtrthrown by the proletariat. We ,egq vtionary
for the. victory not only of the Soviet State but of the Soviet government un- . Yarxists know that the véry appearance of strength in t?e'stallnli.t?ebime mere=
"der Lenin as well. - In the present instance while we want and work for a vic- * 1y hides its basic weakness. We know that the opportunity for_p? 1tical revo=
tory o£ the Soviet State wePStefe-ﬁhequiﬁocably that we are for and must work : dution will come.. We refuse 1o hand this.enormdus ci?adel;coyerlng onevs;xth
for & defeat of the Soviet'government under Stalin - and we must do so.with of the globe.and.embracin$.17§ million people to the %mpqualists 12 advsgﬁzioﬁ .
arms at hand. Such g policy of cefensism has one thine in comron with a policy ~We gre for fighting to maintain and restore it as a citadel of world revolution. . .
< ., S 1 A Fes S = 4L 1 .. v . ; . . i ) . . .
of defeetism in the capitalist countries, that in both instances we are for tke ) . C T ' ' the Ruth Fischers. the L
defeat of the regime in power. Furthermore the weapons to be used in both in- J - EY using the ﬁecbanfiilmthfnkigg of gﬁebSChegzzmazi;ldh:aﬁztalizm stabilize PP
stances are the same: INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION, workers councils, mili- - ﬂP;?h?m:«a?d hiir 21 vo YO: r'mQPGizstetzzrwdild proletariata ; . ST
tia, strikes, etc. Independent working class action is the-sine qua non of - - Seil and win a bloo ©ss victory aaa‘ e rertad o
. both defensism gnd defeatism. : I : o o '

-

There is one difference, however in capitalist couniries during the war we are
for a defeat of the State ns well; we are for the defeat of our own imperia-
lists even if it means the temporary victerysof the "enemy" power. In the .

Soviet Union, on the other hand, we are for victory of the State against the
capitalist powers. : . .

Defensism does not mean supnort of Stalinisme It does not mean whitewashing
his-crimes - whether they run into thousands or millions. It does not mean
blind defehse of the economic victorjes of transition economy without pointing
to social and political defsatss Such stupidity is for the mechanical thinkers.
Defensism does not mean no strikes, no guns against the Stalinists, or anything.
of the sort. What it does mean ig that between the Warped Workers State and
the capitalist states we DO take sides. But we do not tell WOrkersito die for

~dear ‘old St=lin, anymore than we tell them to die for dear 0ld Churchill or

- Roosevelt. "Nor do we tell theri to remain gocd soldiers inside the Red Army

- and leave their officers intact. As a matter of fact we are in favor of ar-

. resting all the Stalinist officers in the Red Army, just as w

: 'e are in the ca-
" pitalist armies.. But there is one difference: in the capitalist armies we are

;forfliquidating the front, in the Red Army we are for continuing the front so
28 to deliver a blow %o world capitelism ds a whole. For us the war. does not
024 with the victory of ‘the Soviet Union, or the defeat of Germany, of Japan, .
otcs All these are’ mergly parts in the jig-saw puzzle of the world proletarian

.
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We ere swimming against the tide. The bug of "Labour to Power" is biting every
onee No one is frec from it. ifter five years of political blackout, the
impending General Elsction is = rolease. is the day of polling draws.nearer
the discussions end arguments are increasing - more izeetings are being held.
11 the wares of tke various political parties arc being put on show in the .

- public places! 'The mass of the workers and wido sections of the middle class
are.conscious that "war-time prosperity" is at an end and ‘thet redundancy is
- ~0sing the question "where the holl en I.going to find a job." The food "

. 8ituation seems to be rathor worse than it was beforoe In the forces the
--main question being asked is: "How the hell can I zet out guickly, befere all
the jobs are gone .and before I am sent off to the For Fast..." The prospect

- of a. long war with. Japan raises no enthusiasm vhatsoever, in fact so far gs

the majority of the workers in uniform are concerned they are taking the‘view“‘

that this is not their war - but jmerica's. . So far =s the continent is con-"
corned, everyone seeus conscious thet it is only a metter of time before
‘Gecicive revolutionary upheavsls take -place - at ths moment there is indif-
ference to what is likely to happen - workers geierally ere more concerned
about the internal British'situstion - what is going to happen here. It is
“therefore obvious. in the face of those facts that the working cless as a whole
wants the Labour Party to get a deécisive victory (parliamentary) at the General
Election, although-the advenced sections of the werking class cynically say
that it makes no ‘diffcrence *who gets-in." But this does not immediztely lead
to the next question "If the Labour Party does not deliver the ‘goods - whats"
~the alternative?".. .t the moment one gets the impression that the .general
attitude is "{fell the Labour. Party has a bad record, 1924, General Strike 1926,
-1929-31., but maybe if they get a decisive majerity this time, something will "
.be done. Thore is little real.faith in -Labour lezdsrs such as Morriscn and
Bevin, but more faith in thc menipulators of "left phrases" neuran Bevan,
"Stafford Cripps, Emmanuel “Shinwell, Harold Laski.. e '

“%hat is not understood is the way in which +he Labour Party acts as a "cover":
for British Imperielisms. The Conservetive Partiy is having difficulty in put-
ting. over its line---indeed they have to resort to a "National Frent" and

“their first election posters on the hoardings show .the heavy jowl of Churchill
pesring down with the words "Let him finish the johess" g paraphrase of
Morrison's early wartime slogan Mgive us the tools anc we will finish the ‘job"

- end the words "Vote Nrtional" net, you will néte "Vote Conservative."

" Speculation is rifo as to who will get a working parliamentary majority « at
-the moment it is anycne's guesse. But here are the possibilitiess

" (a) There is a definite leftward swing. The prospect of # definite working
parliamentary majority for the Lebour Party is cffset by the fect the "General
+. Blection" is taking place at atime chosen by the ruling class, when Chur-
"ehill's prostige. as a "war leader" is high. The LabourParty Leadership did
. not want to break the Comlition Government =t this stages It appears thet the
"Labour Party lescers in tho cabinet were anxious and prepered to remain in a
national government" umtil the war with Japan was finishede However, pressure
of the rank and file percolated through at the Labour Party conference for a
bregk-up of the coaiition - 'ard this was facilitated by Churchill's ultimatum
to these. leaders (a) eithor remein in the Government until the Jepanese qués=:
tion isusattledg“pr;(b)jgeﬁ;out.,,Tbe‘getioutio;der"was;necessitatedjby~the

" INTERNATIONAL NEWS

PAGE 13

urgency of using Churchill's war record and the social-patfiotism worked up -
during the war for the election, before the Ypeace" broke out in the form of
unemployment, strikes, housing shortage, etce . The first N9%sibility there-

“fore is that the Labour Party will secure a working majority and will be able

to. form a Government in allisnce with the Liberals, on a mild programme .of

—

"publi¢ control" of the mining industry, public utilities, electricity, gas

continuation of the war with Japan. : R
(b) 4 “National"»Govsrnmeni;1ntilising."odds and sods " with the real control
in the hands of the Conservative Party. -The "odds and sods" referred to are
so-called non-Conservative Party elements, high civil servants, industrialists
(without party labels), and opportunist "independents."™ -The remnants of the

.etce a social security programme ala Beveridge, a housing programme, and a

"National Liberals" and MacDonald "National Labour," also being used to prop

up the old facade. _ S :

(¢) As tothe position of the Communist Party (Stalinists), Independent
Labour Party (reformist), Common Wealth (reformist) they are not coming out .
very wells At:the moment the Labour Party hdas rejected the tender embraces
of these "fellow Travellers". They may snatch a seat here and there, but

. their position is rot decisives +If the Labour Party secures a slender majore

ity, they may;be‘permitted'a "kiss" now and again, and will be'duly rewardeds

This is of course a very tentative picture of the situation, events may modify

‘the above analysis - but not very much. Whether or not a "National" Govern=-
-ment is returned, or a "Labour" Government makes no fundamental difference to.
.the working class, if anything, taking a long term view of the situation - it
- .1s dn the interests of the. sapitalist class to put the'Labour Party' in power-
~as it will facilitate the heading off of the demands of the working class.

In one sense a Labour Government will make the workers "pull their punches"

for the Labour Party in Gte Britain is unique, it is the mass party of the
working class and -orgenizationally rests upon the trade union movement and
the workers as a whole are "loyal" to theirparty, as they conceive it. ‘

“hat, howefer, .is decisive is thé development of international events and the”
internal situations The capitaelist class cannot solve the social crises with
which it is faced. o '

of major'impofbance are the increasing number of strikes taking place in

industry and transport. There is an upward curve, particularly in engineer=
ing, where as a result of the tapering off of wartime production, redundancy

is making itself felts At the moment th;s unemployment is transitional.
The displaced workers are Jbeing transferred at lower rates of pay to the

‘building industry snd consumer commodity production (severely reduced as a

war time measure)e The discontent at the moment-is being headed. off and in ' '

- this connection the C+P.GsB. (Stalinists) is playirig a reactioénary role.

"Peaceful™ demonstrations of strikers are being shepherded by the."Stalinist"
shop stewards on deputations to their Members of Parliament, Government = R
Officials, etc., where they are persusded with "oily" phrases that things will
'be different soon. The workers are being assured by the Labour Party and the
"Stalinists" that a Labour Government will solve these problems, the Soviet
reqpire‘commpdities;“et¢~ etce, etceys - For a temporary period:

be able to prevent mass unemployment by the meeting o :

Union will require machinery for her over-run industries, the continent w
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"gbility of the worklng class to purchase houses, and partlcularly consumer
goods will be reduced as "war savings" are eaten into ‘and the reduced wages
~have to pay for consumer goods being sold gt "inflated" prlces- The onslaught
of the ruling class against workers wagés and conditions has starteds The
first phenomenum is the reduction in overtime, which is a reductiion in actual

wagess The second, is the withdrawal of special "wartlme" productlon bonuses.
The third, is short time working.

rae

The polltlcal ﬁerspectlves in the 1nuustr1a1 field are very rlch indeed. The
trade union buresucracy is Jbanning .strikes but no one takes very much notice
of this. British workers when theydecide to strike---strike. The tlme.ls
Tipe for the development of a trade union left onppositioci. The advanced
workers have not, forgotien the experiences of ths minority movement They
have gained considerable cxporience in the struggle during the European wars.
Trade Union meribership has reached-a high level-it will decres asein certain

" industries, with “ransfer of labour, for a time. After excessive hours of -
work, the que5u10n of a shortcr working waek is comihg to the fore. All
these and many other questions are receiving our. c1039 attention. We are .
clear as to what nust be dth, we lack at thﬁ mom ent ihe meaﬁs to do it. =~

Under the- leadersbln of the R-w A we need an industrial Daper which w1ll
.co-ordinete the struggle, and brin ng into activity wide sections of the
militant workers,- developing strong factory, nine, shipyard, and depot
cormittees, coq;d*rated on g local, regional ond national basis. Then the
transformgtion of these units into active political elements-capable of.
challenblnb the state power of the Cabltallst ¢lasse - , '
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IL.MUN FREUD

HOUDTNI OF . THE LI”IUO OR SCIEHTIST'!

(The following'article was pres ented as a discussicn uPthle in answer 0 the
articles FPgychology aud Capitalism, appearing in.the November 1944 number of
the International News. As such.it does not neceosarlly represent the posi-

’tlon of the Interaatlonal Contact Comm1551ou-}

. C

In drder Lo correculy estlmate Freud, 1t is neceasary +0- exemine 1nto, not only
his stated positions, but also the company he keeps. Thet is to say, the tyve
©of mind to vhich he appeals and tne c1asu to which these belong, fqr-the most -

parte.

OQ;:;;;;; Freud is not a harﬂlvt.’ But deu as o“viocusly, he gnjofs'a lgrge:
paortion of hAs}ounport aong those: calllng themselves Merxist. William Fe

Warde, an outstandin; theoretician among the Trot7ky1s»s, tells us that "No

psychologist dares to ignore the ‘conclusions of Freud." Uany of the'hnsuspect*
ing' youth in the movement tote’ Freud's popular V6rks Urder the arm and modestly:-

admit that {they are Freudians. But those who help us most to understand the

caliber of Freudianismy from this point of view, are the petty bourgeois 1ntel~

- Tectuals who svend their time jitter-buging first toward theé revolutimnary

ovement and then away frow it. These gentry, ‘quite noticéably remain staadlast
Freudians regardless of all else. Usually, their knovledge of Freudianism is
embodied in the one .wmonotonous querie,. "You haven't any inhibitions, have youl"

Freud sunplies them, as he does many others of various trzdes, with their- soclal_
stock in trade. : ' : ' '

- It is probably true that no p"ycholognst ignores Freud's findings. But this

is not to say thau all psycbologlsts accept Freud's cogmas as ah expression of -
scientific truthe. There are those who evoid. ignoring Freud b:cause they are:
¢2finitely onvosed to his unscientific work. Not even the real Marxists 1gnore

. Freud. The Tarx1st reactior to Freudianism must be the seme as its reaction:

to re”lglon, iegey it is "The opiate of the people-' Freudianism is, in last.
anaiy51s, sxmply more of the samee N ' :

s o

rreudlanlsm amounts ultlmateTy to 11+tle more than the paraphernalla of - the artb

. of sex appeal. Freud uses is, .and admits it. The merchandloers with MeDe af=-.

ter their names find it a valuable accessory to. their bag of tricks. The U.5¢

Government. uses it in politiés and in the sale of war bonds. All fraternal .
loges uss it. The army uses it.- All up to date salesmen use it. 4nd the
ciurch uses it. overtime. Sex appeal, i.e., the wo rid's most popular "Condlfi-
oned reflex" in the period of capltallst soc1ety S dccay, is best understood
nrough ‘the study of Slgmund Freud.

HAGTIC

 ods in his vork in. psycho~ana1ysls. Vell” ve belleve thai Freud, hlmself ree-

futes tnls every tlme he opens - hla mouth- - He 1s the author of the tatem nt
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~that iﬁ fheir'beét moments, even the psyche-analyéts doubt_if'their‘methods

could be called scientific. - C

"fords and magic,ﬁ 58y8 he,}"Were in the_béginnihg,'one and the same thing, end

‘even today words retain much of their magic power. Words call forth emotions
#nd are universally the means by which we influence our fellow -beings.* We do
not propose to deny that that is precisely the Freudian method. Magict But
magic, we had always thought, was the rage in the days before science overthrew
it and usurped the field of reasoned research. We had thought,--hoved,-- that- -
the drys of the alchemists, theastralogers, and mediciné men were gone forever,
that these had flourished before science really became "cold."

In fact, the above statement from Freud implies the fading wway of the warmth
(to the soul) of magic, before the chill breezes of. science. Words still retain
some of their former magic, provided they represent those material things most .
closely underlying human emotions, and Freud, in this sense, chaose lis words
well. Words, megical or not, represent physicsl manifestations®

But Freud claims ‘to abjure the physical, just as did his forerunners, the
Idealists.

"In one things," says G. Stanley Ball, "Freud agrees with the in-

- trospectionists, vic., in deliberately neglecting the "physiological -factor'

and .building on purely ‘psychological foundations." What meaning then, have his

Marxism toaé&; iéientirely éupported'bj science in its insistence that all phe- '

nomensg, mental as well as everything else, is explainable only by the methods
of Materialisme« . It follows then, that mental phenomene, are not only resctions
to material forces outside ourselves, but are themselves material forcés.

<t
‘l'

When Freud assumes to cut loose from the'"physiologicai factor", he frﬁnkly _
rends assunder the stream of causality even to the extent of resurrecting pure

spiritualisms  "This is all his "Purely psychological foundations" amounts to.

~Let any of his defenders attempt lucid explanation of the meaning of "Purely

psychological fcundationsi® Science knows only the real materialistic foun-
‘dations, regardless of the field of investigetions '

It is not only that Freud claims to -be abze to negiectithe physiological fac~

tory, he attémpts to do this, notwithstanding that he -fails miserably as do ell
his play-niates in the idealistic world. Freud is simply the Twentieth Centu-

ry's outstanding wmagician and entertainer. To call him scientific 'is to heap

fuel on the fires of despair.

Freud works. out.from the points-of-departure of two distinct postulates. One: -
"The unconscious mind," and two, that- all human activities are implemented

‘eventually out 6f the sex urge,--the "Libido." Neither. of these postulates

lends itself to materialistic scientific proof in the light of our present .

knowledge in the field of mind activity. The first,-- the "Unconscious mind",
s entirely unscientific as employed by Freud, and the se~-

nd,-~the theory that the sex urge lies behind,--as a cguso,--of all our. human

_reactions cann

tions 10%. apreal to simple reason, to say nothing of "cold" scientific

-examingtion.

"active representations of consciousness.
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"'HE UNCONSCIOUS MIND. ' -

"The mental processes are essentially unconscious,” says Freng And he 9dds forv”’
geod measure of confusicn,"..ands. those which are conscious are merely ;sqlated  
ncts and perts of the whole psychic entity." 7e try to visualize the uncon-.

scious professor lecturing for an hour and a half to an unconscious audience

in attempt to demonstrate to it that the mental processes are essentially un-
consclouse : ‘ e . - R . .

ere, Freud unscientificaily begins'with-"The'mental processes", and ends Wiﬁh
tiiems . Mental processes are, if we understand the csusal nature of .our world,

-imply reactions to outside stimuli- composed of all the multitude of material

manifestations of ‘a very material world. It is simple -arithmetic that cons?ious-'f
ness is tne felt reactios or reactions to these stimuli, the degree of feeling, -
or cocnsciousness, being directly proportionate to the force of the'phys;cal

stimuletion- -originating from without the mind and nervous systems

The findings of Professor Ivan P.'Paviov,,(Russian physicist-experimentor with
aind resctions observed by means of his "Conditioned reflexes,") show that in

anry case Where one part .of the mousic of brain cortices is sufficiently stimu~
latec by an impingement -of excitation from the ocvtside world, the other-Parts

cre rendered inactive,i.e., "inhibited," that is, put to sleep. By the mater- =
ialistic and scientific methods of Pavlov:it becomes clear thet"The unconscious
mind" is simply that part.of the mind which is inhibited tempotrarily in order
that & stimuleted part may function with due concentration for the-time. It

thus turns out that "Conscioushess" is an entirely relative matter, as is also-
Uucounsciousnesss Full unconsciousness constitutes utter sleep. And the por-
tions of the brain, (or the "mind") thst are active at any given time are the .

It is entirely inconceivable that *
life's most sensitive organ, the brain, can function while at the -same time it
lies in an unconscious, i.e., an unfeeling State- No other physical process of
the living organism is bossible, void of feeling, except in a case of_quured-
nerves by wound or drugs. Much leds, then, is it possible to conceive of the
mind moving,-i-es, functioning, without feeling, i.e«, consciousness. . The an- .
Gstretician contriwves almost absolute inhibitien .of the mind- by physical means,
in .order to .employ UNCONSCIOUSNESS that the patient may not feel. =¥

But'Ffeud,presents us with-an imsginary mind that'thinké,-feels, pl?ts end -
schemes in unconsciousness,--that is, he TRIES to. But if anyone will tagq the
trouble to read him, while at the same time repelling his hypnotie spell induced

"ty shady implications of one sort and enother, he will distover thet the Freudian

"Un-conscicus mind" is very much awake, considering its reported dg¢gires, ambi- .
iions, preferences, etc. : '

Freud fails to recognize our justified questioning, in the light of-scientificwt
interest, as to what difference he finds between the "Unconscicus" mind, and the
‘conscious mind. . He sets up consciousness and unconsciousness as two polar,dppo
sltesy.byt forgets the one to make a &hibboleth of the other. This is an exam-
ple of his"scientific". approache Consciousness and ‘unconsciousness are opposit
in'the relative sense of the term. They are opposites that demonstrate the dia
lectical nature of the-mat rial world in that  they inter-penstrate one another,
co that the one is &lways becoming the other. To set the unconscious mind up
05 ‘anindependent entity, as the sole source of its own activity“(  l61ibe
ly-"neglects the physiological factor,!) Freud exposes hingelf as uns
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and unmarxian in another sense, i.es, as a died-i n-the-wool Formallst which in
turn is just nother evidence of his bourgeois training. Freud fails to ex?laln,
how it comes about, with hin, that consciousness and unconsciousness function
identically. : : ‘ ‘ :

’

"T H E LIB I D O."

In ‘the spring tlme, someone has said, a young man's fancy turns to love, or
words to thet effect.. However this- may be, it is an observable fact that in face-
of the class rule implements of despair, the abused lLuman being turns to a thou-
sand escapes from the mind-blighting drudgery of slave labor, starvation.and
goneral wants. Let us stick a pin there, keeplng sex in mind while we examine
Freud's theory. as to the instinctive forces which motivate the living organism
‘from withine. . We said forces, but Freud knows only the one force, Sexe And like.
 his uriconscious mind, this institution of the mind is represented as the all
‘powerful, all perveding "psychic-entity," otherwise called the "Libido".

pxplalnlng contemporary human reactlons in the "sex llfe," Freud has this to_ say:

"fe {psycho- analysts) believe that civilisation kas been built up, under the
pressure of the struggle for existence, by sacrifices in gratification of" the
primitive impulses, and that it is to a great extent forever being re-created,
‘as each individual, successively joining the community, repeats the sacrifice of
' his instinctive plessures for the common good. The sexual are among the most,
important of the instinctive forces thus utilised. They are in this way subli-
mated, that is to say, their energy is turned aside from its sexual goal and
diverted towards other ends, no longer sexual and socially more valuable-"

‘Ignoring the poor construciion in the text'of this quotation as being %ikely a -
fault in translation, we will tr: to treat with the most cbviously intended
meanihg expressed- - :

- The Freudlans believe that the human race, durlng the process of constructlng
the institutions of 01v111o9t10n, physiczl and ideological, built at the cost

of sacrifice of this cesire. for sex pIéasure, in order thot men m;ght enjoy
‘things "soc1ally more valuable-"

P

First, the 1nslnuatlon here is carrled tbat the  time alloted to the building of
the phy51cal and ideclogical 1ns+1tutlons of civilisation, as we know them,
could have been spent in the all-consuming "pleasure" of a.universal and endless
~ sex orgy.. The evidence does not substantiate any such implication. But if so.
monumentel an institution as civilisation has been built at the sacrifice of

sex plearure, then our expressed conclusion becomss .enitirely reasonable-
4

5

’-Seconda by what crlterlons does Freud supnort his conviction as to this sacrl-
fice; By what evidence does he attempt to prove that the typical exercise of the

. sex instinct is, or has been, sub-normal’ If we compare human indulgence to the

ce?talnly normal furiction of the sexual instincts among all the lower animals,
it would be only with a.blush that we might stand by the Freudian claim. Tak--
'1ng the 1ncrease of populatlon for 1t we come off no betters '

’!But 'we also have 1t from Freud hlmself that this so~- called Bacrlflce was made
. by man himself,- 1ndlcat1ng, does it not that according to man’ 5 de31res, these
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other act1v1t1es, iee., the building of the institutions of C1v1113at10n, rated .
higher, as "pleasures," than sex. -Otherwise, what induced man to sacrifice his
sex pleasures? It is quite clear that, if any sacrifice was made here, it was .~
because men preferred'the pleasures,--or “the relief from pain,--and the two are
synonimous,-~flowing from-the institutions of, c1V1llzat10n to which he so ar-
.duously turhed his attention.  The fact begins to become apparent .that this. =~ .
great sex pleasure upon which Freud hangs his- charlatan's hat is of only secon~
‘dery importance except in those minds which have recently, (speaklng hlstorl-
cally) become hopelessly Warped by the debased and debauched cultures of the
ruling classes beginning mbout ‘the time of the greatest glory of the Roman
Ympire, and at perhaps. thelr loviest p01nt today, in the mldst of capltallst
tecny- . B

freud speaks of "Instinctive forces," rating the sexual "..among. the most im-
vortant of the instinctive forces.." Once again he becomes the formel logician .’
setting up the "“instinctive forces" as absolute cetegories, but ignoring the
obvious fact that the fundemental characteristic of the living organism is its
nblllty (and ‘tendency) to re-act. This truth affectively pulls the.plug from
iis barrel of trickss For, if the forces in endless continuity which induce -

“he sex reaction, (and others), find their implementation, not vithin the mind,

+lone, but in the relationship. between the mind and the outside worldy then
oivironmental condltlons play the major role determining the magnitude of the
sex urge,f-or the power, at any glven time, of the Freudlan L1b1doo '

Uhen Freud so carefully explalnu %0 us thgt the "energy" of the- sexual 1nst1nct
"+.is turned aside from its sexual goal and diverted. towards other ends, no
lonver sexual and socially more valuable," he inadvertently explains that the

forces of which he speaks are not necessarily sexusl, but are, by the phy51cal

laws of nature, available for thc great variety of physical reactions common to

man. Freud's conclusion-that. man "sacrificed" his sex pleasure for "other ends"-:
which were "socially more valuable", is nothlng more ‘than a Freudian back-hended
slap at Puritanism. Bven during his own day, Pur1tanlsm flovrished and demanded
this"sacrifice™. But did it get the demanded result! But for the ‘general so-
cial reaction to the amutocratic bulls of puritanism, Freudianism would have sif-.
fered for want of ettention. And today, but for the bored petty tourgeois in-
tellectuals, it would dJe where it stardds in the swamps of ideglisin and mystlc

chicanery.

Freud's "Sexual forces"; accordlng to his own express1ons, “turn out to be: not

the categorical forces.of sex as. such, but phy31cal forces genérated.by the ab-
sorbtion of other forces (i. *Bey- food) and obV1ously available for the, immediate
task in hand, whatewer that may happen to be. Which dis to say that the phy51calf
{orces expended by men in the pursuit of food, for example, never were sexual

‘forces. It is true, doubtless, that a large proportion of the physical forces

of <the idle rich, who never have even to think about laboring to produce their

~o¥n sustenance, goes off in the shape of "Sexual forces," but again we see that
.11 depends, in last analysis, on the relationship between the -organism and.its

peculier environmental circumstances. And in the fiinds of these cultured poly- .
gamluts, Bany physical energy expended in other forms than "sexual force," mlghtf'
sasily be considered a "sacrifice«" This comes dangerously near to being.the !
¥reudien conclusion when we recall thai Freud feels that the ‘whole human lsbor

cof building the 1nst1tutlons of c1V1llsat10n constituted a sacrlflce of Sex

Pleasure! But ihe plutocracy of any class soclety stand of f as cultural m 'eﬁfod
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sities as to the normal mass; and especially so as to those who are the produc~
~erse - It is precisely among the idle rich that all the disgusiing perversions
of sex originates It is precisely among the cheap imitators of the idle rich
=~ a larger group--the petty bourgeoisie, that the mentioned perversions reale-
. ize their intellectual hosts. How easy, then, it is for Freud to market his

unscientific theory of sacrifice of sex Pleasure by mankind as a first cause.

"e.gociety," says Freud, (read bourgeois society) "dislikes this sensitive
place in its development. being toushed uponj that the power of the sexual in-
stinet should be recognized, and the significance of the individual's sexual
life revealed, is very far from its interests+" ‘/e have noticed that the
© . plush-lined, soft-lighted, wine~-soaked salons and rumpus rooms of the plutes:
~are invariably protected by double doors, double locked, and are efficiently
" blacked out to the normal people of society. "Far from its interests," indeed
is it that the "significance of the individual's, (or the class')sexual life
{be) revealed." ' R : - : L :

The ruling,clagg produces the morals, the ethics, the philosophies, the .
religions, the mores, and the vices of the society over which it rules'e..

'Sigmhﬁd Freud never knew the proletariate He is & product}’dire¢t, of the up-
per crust in the "Society" he presumes to analyze. Otherwise, he would find- .
8 graphic distinction betweon the "sexual 1life" of the perfumed degenerates of

- the Aristocracy, and thet of the proletdriat. It is common knowledge that the -

- vices of the over-lords, of industry, of the State, and of the church are

imposed-upon the workers principally by means of the whip of hunger. It is

lush,. drunken idleness that turns thc normal physical forces of the "individual®

into channels of "sex pleasure". And in the case of the only people’ Freud ..
knows~~the bourgeoisie--the process has bcen directly the’opposite of what he
tells use Instead of sex -"pleasure" having been sacrificed to the building of
civilization { in the bectter sense of the word ) the building of civilization
nas been sacrificed to sex "pleasurc"e Otherwise, Freud's "gociety" would not
50 "sedislike this sensitive place in its dovelopment being touched upone"
"3cxual forces™ arc environmental, and are cultivatedy today, by the abnormal
Pavlovian "Conditioned reflexess" ™Wine,
"Tired businessman". in contemporary
with his dough a thousand institutions of
: red conditioning, not the least of which is
‘tho churchl  And-one of which, in an important degree, is Frevdianisme But
idlcness is the fi ' '

dler rst essential, the soil in which these weods of the intellect
srowe - =t

women, and song" is the cry of the
~societye. _And he lavishly supports
every concoivable sort for the desi

"LHE UNGCONSCIOUSMIND'AT WORK

in his attempt to demonstrate by examples the functioning of the "Unconscious
©,pind" Froud employs. "errors, espocially "slips of the tonguce"
- Fis staiomen§ that "I--can imagine whet/it is that alarims youe
~includés the” assumption that tendoncies of which a speaker knows nothing can
“axpress themselves throvgn hin ead thet I can deduce thom from various indica-
tions?;puis the author on record here as dealing with the "Unconscious mind".
*And let us bear in mind thrt he bluntly tells us that "The mental processes are

-

My interpretation
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essentially unconscious". ({The emphasis isndne-'AopnB()

. . "
Yo will take but 2 single example given by Freud of the "Sl%p of ?he Eon%:al
'employed to show and prove that men think with "the unccnscious mind. 38

_the casé of the president of Parliament who in his.opening speegh igclargd v
- the session of Parliament closcd.  Space will permit of an examination of only-

a smsll portion of the huge accumulation of such evidence given. Says Frgugg
"In certasin cases the sense belonging to the slip itself appears obv1ous.an
‘unmistakeable. When the President in his opening specch closes:th? se§51on of
‘Parlizment, a knowledge of the circumstances under which the.sllp.was mado
inclines us to see a meaning in it.  Hg expects no good result from the sossion

. and would be glad to be able to dispersc forthwith; thgfe-is:uo"difficulty in
. discovering the meaning or intérpreting the sensc of this slipe

"First let it be ndfod that Freud, himself; givés'us the eriterions of conscious= -

ness in orcer to convince us thet the "unconscious mind" performs exagtlyfas
. we know tho conscious mind to actes The spoaker "e.oxpoctsec.” regarﬁlngithe.
meeting. Morcover, he expects "no good.«" and he wog%@ be "e.glade." to be
able to dispersc forthwith--which, intidontally, he did. Lot not that bo for-.
gottenes Thus the'Unconscious mind', according to the only crltprlon given,
functions in ‘the identical manne.s that ‘the conscious mind does. :

Froud does not say that the spoaker "esexpoctss«" etc., and would be "glad",
" otes unconsciously, this.would be too raw. But these m?ntal roactlans are |
" nocessarily a part of tho process presented as tho worklngs of the 9nconsc1ous
. minde" Vhen Freud shows purposc, choice etcs, in the acﬁloys of a mind, he
© s=mmot at the samo time show unconsciousrcsse His propbsi?%on mak es the :ﬁeOTYe
of a thinking, feeling unconscious mind a simple dogmg no different from ,é
theologzical soul. - - i'. R :

Let us look a little éloscr into his proposition: The prosident Opencé_thet
‘session and étraightaway declared it eloscds Two acts, tho one fol%ow1ng_:hi.
" other in close continuitye The ons--according to Froud was a’ conscious ac '
the other unconsciouss But the ovidence requisite to prove the d;stln?tlzn .
portains entirely to the sccond act, that of ¢losing the session, and instcad

. of proving distinction proves identity'et -What's wrong? Simply this, that as-

we have contcnded, Freud is a formal logician and has no §onc9pt10n of'the
rolativity of consciousncsss Thc act of closing the_so?s%on is, for,hlm! t of
"either conscious or unconsciouss ~Looking at the pioposition fro? the point o
viow of the dialectician, we begin to find rcason in ite ?hen, 1t‘bocom0§ -
incscapable of conclusion that the act of closing the,se§31?n shovws a dog?oe,_.
of relative consciousncss, but doubtless no more than this in ﬁho act of
opcning ite For the act of closing ‘the session_bofo;o any buszyess had Boon ‘
transacted exposes only a vague consciousness of having oponcd it. Doub 1es§.
both acts had become a matter of romine to the President to the end that ho
hed coma to be far more conscious of other things while perfo;glqg:thgse

simple acts. Frcud attempts to turn semi-consciousness--a positive--into E
absolute unconscioushoss--a negativce A living organism opcned.thev83351onlfz_
but a deé&~ﬁan closed ite Yea or nay! : C ' :

Tho presidont of a political organization is usually conscious of many things -
" as Freud shows. But that hc is conscious of .a great verlety of tpinge'ln g2

Eroat-variety of degreecs Froud does not knowe Thus, 10? tho»p?eg?dant 8.

consciousness of having closed the session be ever so 11ttle’ 1t_;s,nogo,the
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-less consclousness- As & metter of course having no cquipment by which to dise
oovor and moasure the degrecs of consciousness of = variety of things in the
‘presadent's mind at the time in question; and, as he informs us, decided to
_ "Dellucratoly neglect the phy5101061cal factor," he has no way -of tclllng us
“.=bout the physical causos of the partial inhibition of consciousness in. the :
 -“rds1dent's mind of the two acts of opening and c1051ng the session of parlla—
- monts Mo pun intended, but 00531b1y the president was thlnklng of tho.!
o ploasuro" ‘he was "sacrlflclno" in attonding the .session of parliamont at all-v
“This is one phase of tho Freudian argument on othor pegese Incidentally, hov
fops. Freud contrive to "Meglect the nhy51olog1cal factor" whilo. at the same
‘timo meking sex tho basis: of his ontiro philosophy? e don't have -any faith
‘11 tho theory of 1mm,culato conceutlons, exccpt, p0331bly in-the lecturo halls
of the Froudianse. : :

‘ &ny reaction. of the 11v1nc organlsm to excltatlons from w1thout whlch are cars
,rled to the brain through the receptor organs, - cyes, exrs, taste glands, etc
ts consciousnesse Unconsciousness simply denotcs the zhsonce of ‘sonsationfor

' “0n0 roason or another of such oxcitatione “Also, oxcltation of a spocific

- charactor carricd bcyond a givon p01nt iniduces inhibition, ie.es., slecop, ie G

'anonsclousnoss, while this samo oxcitation carriod up to the samo point induces. .

. epnsciousnosse Thus, consciousinecss. boconics - a relative mattor . ‘subject to tho.

. lews‘of tho dialoctic in all 'vzyse A glvon quantltx of a given cxcitation

yroducos consclousness, but ‘a groator quantity turns conisciousness 1nto its

'n 9051t0, unconsclousness. Quantlty becomcs quallty."

'*gmho Proaldent roactod to the mcmbers of perliamont g,thcrcd boforo hlm for tho
sossion whon he obencd, and also. when he closod thé sessione How consclous °
ho was of his ects is a matter of oplnlon. That ho vas simply uiconscious

" yhen he closcd the session, or that sorio- part: of his brain thus functioned while:

”;t vas blankod ‘out, ieoe, 1nh1b1ted iecs, asloop, is contrary to all sciontific
o kuowloago of tho functionel mlnd-, Cortalnly Sigmund Freud. knoWs no moens by
'.‘Whlch hc mlght domonstrate or provo such a contcntloa.

YThe Froudian's consciousnoss of sox isg- relatlvoly oxcessive, and porpetual.
cora“ng to Pavlov's oxporlmonts this condition would tond to inhibit all -other
‘gonscious roactions in proportional dogrcos Thus, wo'coio to undorstand how - '
it is that a Froudien concludes that tho institutions of civilization woro
~built by man at tho sacrificec of his sox plcasurce Jnd inasmuch as sox consclous
ness . is almost. ontircly omotion, might wo not concludo-that, for the
‘;Froudlﬁns, "The méntal processes arc ossontially unconscious, and that those -
- which are conscious aroc morcly isolatod acts and parts of .tho wholo psychic
ilontlty"., moanlng noro by "Montal processos%- RELSONE - ieCeBs
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