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TROTSKYISM
A FORM GF CENTRISH

‘e have and have had pany forms ~nd varieties of centrlsm, the
wolitical group that stands half way in between -social reformism _
- (sceialist, stalinists and anarchists) and revolutlonary kiarxism, or
- waat Lnﬂelv termed, "Scieatific 5001allsm.“ Serious. students of the:
revolutlona;y movenenu ant the worKing -class know how difficult it
is for workers to pcss over the obstacles of social: reformism on .
the road to revolt ageainst exploitation. We can remeunber after the .
first world wor, in uplte of the victorious October revolution and
the organization of communist parties. (not, stallnlam) the Second
-(°001ell ts) International still heid a mzjority of the vworkeps under
their aomlnatlon.f Now after the second world war the 'Stalinists
have takein over tiis p031t10n ‘and on a world scale hold sway over.
- most of the workers organizations, etc.. In both cases the war and
the revolutions that followed moved the. workersto the left, but in .
each-case’ tney met these traps of reformlsm, and today they are faced -

vith the counter revolutlonary structures of both the oOClaliStS
andé Stallnlsts. :

when vwe realize how slow and difficult- it is‘for'the workers
to jump these hurdles (not to.speak of other bourgeois reforuist . .
- stumbling blocks. such astlie AJF.0fL. and CIC leadership, wecan begin
40 understand how much more difficult .it is for the workers to
nzss the next ObSbuCLe—-dlffe rent forms of centrism.. Because cen-

trism is to the left of these reforulsts in words, but Wlth them in
DuCIaIVJIQCtlons of the class.. ‘

‘ The' delallst partles nave. tﬂelr share of cehtrist groups that
grow and wither away with each pgssing class turn snd crisis. The
iron clac undemocratic control of the Stalinist's parties prevents.

new groviths of ceqtrlsm, etc., to crvutallze 1n large organlzatlonal
fomﬂs.‘ ‘ -

uut the most hybrid and dangerous form of centrism.today is ..
Trots Pylum which had its birth 'in the womb of. the Stalinist parties
and hasg been ‘educated in "Bolsghevik-Leninist” terminology, but which.
today tr iesto. crawl baclk to:the socialist parties wherever: this is.
possibles Trotskyism represents i evo1ut10nary phrasiology and re- -
fornist ¢eeds -- and the RESCLUTIONS OF THs SiCCiD VIORLL CONGRESS,

=s_published in the June, L948 OURTH IATJRHATIONuL CLEARLY 2mvghgs'
‘ths. o .

, PO“ & worker who is not t¥ained in pr601se terms and 1n revolu- '=
tionary Marxism , the material ofthe TrotSKV1tes reads well, sounds
revolutionary. But it- contalnq ail the polltlcal false formulationst‘,y_
and .trick' clauses as are contalned in the leg:l terms of any crooked )
‘capitalist lawyer and business contract that workers 1nnocently '

. sign and.then pay and pay. e will try to pick: out some of the - ,
Talse formulutlons, some of the centrist formulatlons of the Trotakyite
resolut;ons SO you, can see Whut we mean. : '
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v Tbe second Congress of: the Trots&yites met in Paris in april
¢f 1948,  and like all centrist documents they have many correct
statements (nd- formulations,. ‘far ahead of the socialist and stalin-
1 its, but virieh fall short when one needs speclal guidance over

' _d'lflcult political trouble spots. .

1

.. weveral tricks tnat centrlsm always used, which we must deal-
with at the outset, are the methods of confusion.  How do they do
.;:;e“ Very: ‘simple. By one or icre of the following methods: The
“rotslryites sheceed in confusing yet in appearlng “revolu+1onary" :
~y»e"ros of omission, by stating a proposition with words that can.
Le read. two or uore different ways,. by placing two almost opposite .

. stubenents in the saue statement in different parts of the document,

by stating a thought in radical terms which when analyzed becomes:
clear that the steps proposed cannot lead to- workers success and

* can only lead to refornist deeds., These and more are some of the
€rrors. w1th1n the resolutions which we Wlll deal with in tne‘
following polcmlcs. ‘ . :

<&

DLPRESSION AllD CRISIS

.. The resolutions have confused and cOntradictorY statements on
this. subject: irst let us list a few statements:- W0n the basis - .
of the fundaiental crisis of capitalism in the imperialist epoch

- the war opened up for the world bourge01s1e a new andlong period
of unstable equilibrium," (Page 98 "But -in the absence of a revolu-

'.ftionary solution the sharpenin3 crisis of capitalism.threatens to
lead once nore to fascism -and. to war, vh'ich, this time, would imperil
the existence of the future of all’ manklnd.f (page 98) "For some

“time, nncrican economy has:been showing signs pointing to the. coming '

Cepression.' (Fage 99) "The outbreak of war, under present condi-.
tions woula mean its: rapid transformation into an international

civil war, the outcome of which would be hazardous.® (Page 99) “The'ﬁ'

time when ‘the -econonic crisis will break out in the U,S. ‘and the
- content of the crisis, will largely determine the -development of

¢ that country's policy and will in any case step up the race between
war and. “evolutlon."' (Page 99) .

nowhere in the \hole document is there a’ nrecise and clear

gtatenent p01nt1ng out possible variants and the . road they predlct.'

for the.crisis, depression, wal,'levolution and what not. There

nre a lot .of abstract sentences disconnected- that can be read anyway';

oe des1res. For example,'in the above: statements the present
period; is .a LOKG period of unstable equilibrium, but American

xpeconomy shows signs. of a deore551on, and when the crlsis end depres—

osion‘comes we will be in 'a race for war and revolution { which.

C %cane the long period is over and a new war and. revolutionary period -
 has '

“'e»uS, and and .l...'lq::_ Lo

uarted) but the whole s1tuation wauld be hazardous for all of

_; us»restatc tnis problem as marx1sm.Should present it ,We
v ise where we can ‘and since tHe RWL formmtion in 1936

__we “Have g ed many uaJor problens in advance as predictions based
~-upon our analvs1s.»' . , , e

lhere u1ll hOT he any prolonged perlod of unstable equilibrlum
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Marxisu _divides its periods or stages (depending upon how the

‘Trotskyites are using the term) into stages of wars (imperialist and
eivil) and stages in between 1mper1alist and civil war. Ve have

just.peen through the second world war and the revolutions that fol-

Jowed. ie are now in a stage of "unstable equilibrium" between the.
- second world wa? and the coming "third" war of 1mperialism.aga1nst

the Soviet Unior. The period or stage between the .second world war

. and the coming war against the Soviet .Union (imperialist and revo-
‘lutionary war fused into’ one) will Bi OF SHORT DURATION historically_

speaking , practically and concretely speaking. Vhen- the "shooting

- war" starts against the Soviet Union- (no matter vho claims who
'started it) that will be the end of ‘the present period or 'stage,

~and: that will be the beginning of a new period from the standnoint
’of harx1am. , )

Trotskylsm is fundamentally false on th1s point. j

Let us’ not leave this dangling in the air, in abstraction like

. the Trotskyites do. Let us not say we need. concretization. Let
‘us concretizes It is obvicus that since the new primary antagon— -
Cdism (since the sedond war -as we stated over two years. ago) 1is

between US and USSR, as. compared %o the relation of forces when .
Germany. and Japan and Italy were in the &xis and Great Britain and’

" France. were still strong -- that this depends. to a great extent

upon ecrisie and depression in the United States. and the nmerican
1mper1alists' ability to hold in check social revolutions on a.
vorld zale. Firstlet us consider the internal situation and. i
"desires" of the Wall Street gang. United States hopes to be: better

prepared before "egging on. a. shooting war' against the Soviet: Union.f,_

lhelr ain:is to get the following countries on their feet 80 they .~
an furnish the supplies and use these: peoples as cannon- fodder c
anc “their countires as land bases for invasion against the oovie

~Union -~ these countries are primarily Japan, China, Germany,

Italy, Pranoe and nngland.-

Uill U, S. succeed in- holding of " open rar for awhile untll
thege countries are at least better bases for attack? : She. will

‘unless, (1) social revolution does hot break out in advance, .or (2)

one or both cobntries do not~make scme clumsy blunder from whidh _
retreat is not . pos51ble.' 8 NN o

Is the big depression around the corner in tbe Us as these
and other peovle would have us believe: perpetually? No. By that

' we méan precisely this, as we ‘stated it before over a year: agos -

as long as the. capitalist government can absorb part -of - overproduc—‘A
tion in foreign loans, donations, etc., and .as8 long as: there,is:a

- shortage of the basic comnodities within the. capitelist, Amer can‘

canitalist structure, the big ‘erisis and: big depression will be:

held" off.  .Small qises and small Gepressions of rea gustment},.‘
but the big story, worse than 1929, this is-at leas.:four O0r mere.
years away. -Only one ‘exception- can alter this —= the outbreak of -

war and social revolution, - because now the two are bound up”into
one knot.‘ , - R

Therefore, we. exolude a LONG perlod of unstable equi 1 rium,

: and at the - same “bine exclude a rapidly approaching big crlsis in
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‘the United States. .The lopg'period,fhe Trotskyites speak of can af

nost be six years beforewdr and ruvolution breaks out--therefore, ..
it is'a short period. . And the rapidly approaching crisis--which will
accglerate .war ghd revolution is . four or more yeers off in_the ;
United, States.: If we err at all, we will err on the short arm of

thig' ratio, the crisis, which méans that the LONG period the trotsky- . I

'ites, speak of ‘is even shorter' than we would estimate, Once the
var of .invasion breaks out the period ig over and.a new period .
starts just«like in i959;;when:Hitler invaded Poland, vhen a new .
imparialiﬁt var started and a new poeriod or stage. openmed upe.

" WAR AND REVOLUTION .

~ We must give you a few more quotations on var and:revolution..
In the above discussion we have by no means exhausted thgt phase of .
the subjects Speaking of aderican imperialism the resolutions say:.
"The object of the campaign.is to win publie approval ‘for the "cold
- war" America is now waging against the Soviet . Union and at the same
- time to prepare .for the shootirg wer, when and if Wall Stréet’ finds
it necessary." (Page 100) "A:third world war, in the form of an
attack by world imperialisi under American leadership--against the

USSR is inevitable if successful: social revolutions.do -not.material-

ize in the interim." (Pdge 115) ' First. we have a statement "if" °
Wall Street finds.if necessary to.go %o war, and then we have a
statement that it is inevitable. The last statement i correct, -
The fivst is mumble-jumble. But that. is the way Centr
- two or more formulations on each and every.question.. :

_/But let usréturn t6 our first argument. If it is a. LONG- period

of unstable equilibrium than this insvitable var is:a LONG way off, .
but if the inevitable war is a matter of years, and'e few years at °
that, and even shorter if one or both sides blunder, than the long
‘period is reduced to a short period. o G e

. 1 M .

While the Trotskyites vere only speaking of a "Mhird World Wéfﬁ f,{{

and we were criticizing this label and stating that it must be
clearly explained that .the sogalled "third world war" wquld be an
attack on the-Soviet Union; @ revolutionary war as well as an im- - .
perialist wal, events haveé moved forward.and the above formulation
of the Trotskyites is to the left of their former position.
_The Trotskyites say, "The race hetween war and revoltition will
‘probably dccelerate when:the ‘economic crisis in-the US breaks out
and unfolds." (Page 108) :* The rdce between—-what does this mean?
Does. it mean that Wwe will have - ' H1ut '
apart ‘from. each ‘othér? .'It is the old formula we criticized a few .
. years ago.and-it contradicts the above formule we.stated was to the
- left. It :.is not .a’question of BETWEEN WAR AND REZVOLUTION; it is - ' .
‘war -and revolution; no matter which phese comés first the two will .

w0 EWEMY NUMBER ONE Lo

[ R S

[

W o .
Lo

“MStalinism is oWstacle number one for the world proletakiat on -
1ts road of revolutionary mobilization." (Page 114) gﬁiéiis nothing

ism vrites--

~be defended,

a war and a revolution separate and =

~ is’ nothing more than an illusion) that there is o Wallace REF
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. ' - . ‘ ich.we term the . .
more or less. than one of -the many formulations which we. term il
TrbﬁSkYite{"AntiéStalinist_Orientation“. Marxism counterposes to
this false formulation the anti-capitalist pro-communist orientation.

Stalinist, socialism, anarchism or any other opportunist:group at

sest can. only be an-AGENT of the exploiters. At no time can the: .
ggent_of,theYexPlpiters replace the exploiters.. The capitalist is.
the main eneny, is enemy humber ones Thelwhole.Qrientati%nxpfithe‘.
Trotskyites and -our "friend" Marlin is rabldly warped on” PiS“Q“GSTf
tione -Enemy number one, the main’ enemy is;thelqapitalist;fthe Lo
exploiter. ~ Stalinism .at present is the number one enemy--as -AGENT

diffeérent orientation within the class struggle. -

'of the capitalists. .  This isxnot’avquibble.ofmwords;.;ThiSfis”avf**

, N SRt S S PSRRI £ I
~  We of the RWL, the founding core of the RWL, as;a;fgctiqp-in;iii_
the old Left .pposition, from then till now have been criticizing’ — ' -

years. Its form ¢

hanges, but the content always rgappears,f.y

- the Trotskyites for this gnd'many;other-errors.s,the'lastffifteegiff“

-THE'FREﬁdeTURN"AgAINjLl. o

. And speaking of the devil, here it is again. -In the past when -
we Tirst sterted our fight against thie liguidation of’the revolu- .

tionary Marxian party into the: stinking corpse.of ‘the: Socialist

Second International,. it took on the forni of ‘the argumént of the. 7

“WFrench Turn," because in that country Trotsky proposed first that..

the L&FT -OPPOSITION liquidate its politicel and organizapiqnal_;;‘ .
independence within the French Socialist perty--to be followed:in -

~other countries as fast as"the,leadershﬁprOuld;sneak'upanlonﬂthe::pf

roblen andline,upjthe;members.,;Here-is'what3the,:esolqtiQn}dffjiflf i
1548 says, "In the Suropean countrics controlled by the. Soviet . .~
‘Burocracy, members of -the Fourth International will choose to.group .
themselves within the Social Democratic organizations, and will aid"

every movement of the masses which aims at defending their living™ ...

standards and their liberties -ag ainst the burocratic police regiue:
dominated by the Stalinists." (Page 109)  .Once:the principle error .. .

1 :isﬁmade-it?mﬁil_return?overgandjovertagain;,,As-ii;theuintereStsffﬁ;<ffv"

and living standards of :tHe masses .can be défendedgtrdm{in6i3959?;§bﬁﬂ

" stinking corpse of the‘SociaL—Dechrats;

 Oniy on the basis of INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTIVITY AND. ~
ORGANI ZATION can the interests end 1iving standards of ‘the workers..
fen Only on the basis of soiéhtificféqcialimn,:revolg@ign B
ary Marxism, can the workers positions. be:advanced,' Nor’ within or:
through Stalinism or Social Democracy. .=~ ios . ot

. Naturdlly in the United States they speak;of a labor part

 upon trade unions, This is their form of tailing’ the reformists
. for ‘special US conditions. ' lany argumentsg.ex

o 14-be presented but
we have, issued.much. literature. on-this:(whi 5-will:be gl
anyohe,Who'Willgwriye;inpfarﬁcgp;es)yapdgat
say that .the centrist

: >/ only wa
" leave.'the:improssion{which!
leave the: lmpr ORMIST

Trotskyites try to

iy

‘Labor party and o Cannon revelutionary :labor iparty. History proves,
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facts. prove, that. there CAN ONLY BE A REFORMIST, CAPITALIST, THIRD' -
PARTY, LABOR PARTY, ,No‘bther~labor;party?hagtexisted or will exist.

Gontinuing our diecussion on-the iabor party, it must be pointed
out that although the Trotskyites -ndvodate a revolutionary" one
based upon the trade unions, in they 1948 elect ion they will run .
an independent ticket. Even if there Were a labor party based upon
trade unions, and even if this party has a program as radical in
words as some’ that the Minnesota Farmer Labor Party had in its, -
early days, this would not b6 the dboisive change that would imake

- this party anything more than a third capitalist party in labor form..- §

In regard to the Wallace movement, 'the resolution on page 103
says, "The movement is.a bourgeois:attempt to. channel the broadening
current of politicalization of thé American werking class, and to
divert tho!latter dway from building an independent labor party and
toward the.road of a "liberal®™ and "pacifist® third capitalist party."®
These weasel words are an atterpt to justify.the Trotsky position
against the Wallace Party, and at the sarme time it attempts to nake -
a line of demnarcation between the Wallace Party and the Cannon
"Labor Party.® ... . Vo S C : o

. The fimt part of the sentence is true, not only in relation to .
the Wallace Party, but it .is also true for ANY KIND of a labor party,
i.es the Socialist Parties in Europe,
The only correct distinction that can be nade between the Wal-
lace Party of today and the hoped for "independent® lebor party of to-
norrow is this: Its organizational structure will be sorewhat nedified
with nore trode unions; gnd-above all, the degree of radicalization
of the masses will be niore ‘to-the ‘left. Capitalism helps along those
forns and varieties .of:'third capitalist parties depending upon the
~-degree of class. struggle. First the nild bourgeois reforriist labor
. parties; then the social refornist labor parties; then the outright
socialist parties and. Peoples Front Blocs of Stalinist-Socialist and
Peasants Parties. - Cannon s waiting for ‘the socidl refernist labor
party instead of the bourgeois reformist labor party. It is neither
"independent norﬁrevolutioggry&ﬂ IR , . S

- But .there is rore to this present boycott of the Wallace party -
by the Trotskyites than strikes the'eye. It is o known fact thot even

though the Stalinists are following. Wallace POLITICALLY as’to refornist

progran,- it is-also.a known fact that the Stalinists are the second
strongest force in this party, and since the Wallace forces ar¢ heter-

ogeneous, it neans that actually in political organization the Stal-

- 1nists are the strongest and in sone cases control state and city
parties. With the Stalinists in such & favorable position, the |

Irotskyites cannot get to first bese in such o party. So thev boycott

because ~the Stalinists would Loke life nore than niserable for ther.

- We assure you that if the 1948 set-up was sinilar to the 1924
Lafayette set-up, with Socialist and AFofl officials in the party, -
you.would see the Trotskyites-insige "with the riasses." e

- The American Tnotskyiies are not now in the Socialist‘Party andl

and Peasant Parties here and therem>
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‘are not now supporting the national set-up in the 1948 Labor Party.

This is a.tactical consideration.. They still retain their'falsgﬁ{
theoretical premise -on both questions and can return.to them with
radicalization of the masses overnight. . .~ .. .0 "
TRANSITIONAL DEMANDS _ TR
- The resolutions ggain reaffirm their support of the Transitional
Demands of the Trotskyites. We first dealt with these transitional-
Demands in our publication back in the August 1938 issue. This was
before the second world war, They continue these demands with a few
secondary modifications. They have in ten years‘establishe¢ transi-
tional demands 'into PERsNENT demands even though we have passed:
through four different stages.of capitalist decay, iee. the prewar .
period leading up -to 1939, the .imperialist war stage, the Hitler at-
tack on the Soviet Union, which brought in the revolutionary elempntg,
and the post war. present period, with the new US-USSR antagonismse

: Immediate demands and ultimate demands are not Sufficient for the
Trotskyitese. ~Thev had to tack .into the Transitional Demands a hybrid
in between the two, and at _that a hybrid that in content is not Marximn5

- Ina prerevolutionary period of short duratiOnégwhen-qapita}ist'f
"civil peace" is rapidly becing transformed into civil war, transi-

- tiopal demands to win the masses are in order--but-in.reality, in -
- this PREREVOLUTIONARY period, the transitional demands are IMWEDIATE

DEMANDS which yesterday under "eivil peace" were PART OF ULTIMATE’:'

DExaANDS, and were at best propaganda sloganse

It should be stated here that the section of the .resolution of
the»Trotskyites’dealing with centrism takes up small‘groups/sudh as
.the ILP, PSOP, Pivert, Archo-Marxists of Greece which are listed as. .
deserting to pastures further to the rig t; while the POUM is 1n~ip5
ternal struggle( as are the Trotskyites); but the significeant thing
is thut since these resolutions are a guide to aotion, the PROGRAM
of centrism is nct listed. Why not list the program of centrism on
the principle questions of Marxism? To do so would reveal that

. Trotskyisu is also in this camp,

STALINIS AND THS SOVIET UNION -

. The resojtion decling with Stalinimm and the Soviet Uniom is in’
~the main o repetition of the old Trotsky position and formulations on
the subject. ..t lecst one thing ie to their credit, for we must -give
even the devil his due, they rctain the position of defensism and =
have defeated the Burnham-Schacknan position’ of defeatism in relation
t: the Soviet Union. This defeatist position with its "new class" .~ .~
and’ "red imperialism" is rampant within thé ranks of “the Trotskyites,

Weﬂhave.already:dealt-withgthei#hanti;Stalinistfqppgoathqndgj
have pointed cut that no agent of capitalism ' can take-the place of "
the*capitalists astheinumber*oneienggy'of,the,workigg;clqgg;]ﬂﬂ* ,
have also stated that the Marxfsts“preSent‘an;antifqapitaligt -
pro-communist orientation-instead., . 0 oo R
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- imperioliem is d strategical permission within-the’frameword of
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.iThe resolution says. Qpage 114) - J"l‘he~'f'orei:!1gn policy: of the buro-
ﬁcracy ‘has undergone dn ‘esgéntial" andfbfiniﬂesehange following the .
second world war.: .Beforeé ‘this war- that'pelfdy was -based upon the-
possibility. of neutralizing the - pressure of~the- capitalist -envirommnent
of the USSR by setting off. against one another the antagonistic im- -
‘perialist’ blocs, and to a lesser ‘exteént,; by manipulating "national
Stalinist" parties. The subjeect reflection of "this. policy was the
."ﬂheéry f " sodiplisn /in ‘one. Gountry® -which was based 'on the conception
of Zamas¥e ‘or. - Xegs ‘gradual development of’ preductive forces in Russia

. -1ndepeﬁdent ef the development of ‘the capitalist world.;.u -

1 S A _ o

~14‘This statement'has seweral important errors. There is noﬂdefinite ﬁ

and egsential change “in the. foreign policy of the Stalinists. Whérdds -
_yesterday thore were: several iriperialist- groupds, and all powerfuly s
"today.-there is. only one strong imperialist group, the US-- and fow
" the- antagonism 18 betweenthg US-USSR, with nngland a lesser:partHer<
of the'UsS: . 'This.is-only-a tactiodl. change in the overall strategical
foreign policy and in no way represents a. principled change. When

you speak of :d-definite and -gsgentidl. change oOne-has the impression

that o fundamental change of. line has§-taken place.. The same Staliniet N

. policy ex1sts adapted to the new s1tuatien. p;.vl , EEE Y2 4

.

;.- But when .the statements say that the subject reflection” of this

-poliey (¥eferring to the past policy) was the’ “theory of socialimn-}ﬁr B

in one country“ “the conceptis entirely wrong.

. The foreign policy of - the Stalinists yesterday and today, FLOWS\
FROM their principle revismOn of ldarxism, their :%theory of" ‘socialism
.in one country. - The vague formulations in‘the statement leaves the
impression. that since ‘the foreign policy has been- essentially and 4
definitelyﬂchanged", and since.the "theory of socialism in one country"
is the subiect reflection-of this- {past) policy, therefore, the -new
foreign ey vill bri‘ngorth

.Thiieis pure and sdmple 7f]f‘;;'?i£nnble-3umble of basic Marxian prin-
c1p Se S S ,

,( o "‘:".'-' . . .’-__, . CouL e ,' e . fs R -

Ve repeat. The foreign policy of Stclinism before the war, during'”

the wqr and now after the war, .flows from the revisionist concept of -
the "theory of socialism in one country.a Get a Marxipn leadership

in the Soviet Union(by a political revolution) and replace this false
“the ory with Marxism, with revolutiionary internationalism:of Lenin' :
days, ‘and. you will -see ‘an- internal: changeand . a completely new foreign
policy-which Wlll have "undergone definite and eseential change.

THE STRUGGL& FOR Tﬁb UKRAINE

. Therresolution continue ,otsky's old error and asks for~' : :
indepeadent Soyiét:Ukraine and includes the Baltié .countries;: - These
- slogans’ are ‘nationalistic and Play ‘upon the nationalist and bourgeois
elementrin,thesetareas.p The  trotskyites are- trying to: tarn history .

‘,‘;backwardemmg urn_the theory:of national -liberation’upside: down, -
: b ‘ hich are developing. their capitalist production“ j g

-slogans 10 winﬁpettyebourgeois aliies: against

-;_the proletarian road to. pouer through.a social revolution. But in

&, new "subjective reflection,* ‘Rubbish.?
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the. Soviet Union, in the pclitical revolution against Staliniam,these
slogans can. play. only a RLACTIONARY ROLE and help nationalism and
imperialism. S , SR . :

Let us repeat ‘one. of our.marxian fundamentals. In the Soviet
Union~we want a political revolution, while in the capitalist countries

‘and the Stalinist Satellite states we want a»social revolution. Now
4t is no accident: but ‘it is. just the.sloppy way that eentrism writes,

‘that in- their resolutions they’ continually speak of THE NEW RnVOLUTIOK
-in-Russid.’ But as centrism always has its.two different formulations,

they ‘do :in “éne place speak .of the-content ofi a political,revolutionﬁ,

~in Russia. 'But.when you couple together the paﬁionalistic.%logans
' for an indépendent Ukraine, Baltics, etc.; with the main ‘emiphasis .
me¥ely ‘speaking of the NEW ’ REVOLUTION,

one. -can: understand ‘that . the

__empha51s is toward the pettybourgeQ13 1ayers instead Of tahe proletariat.‘

Why not call a spade a spade and educate your memhership to the

different kinds of revolutions and speak of a POLITICAI.RLVOLUTION m
THE SOVInT UNION? ’ : .

The Trotskyites w1ll retort that this is slander. But let us.sees
If you are not so. interested in the NATIONALISTIC pettybourgeois and
bourgeois influences in the Ukraine and the Baltic -countries,t hen :
why call for an "INDEPENDENT WHITZ RUSSIA" or an - WINDEPENDENT' SIBERIA'?,;Q
If you are mainly interested in the workers, if you are not going to
try to turn the wheels of history backward to precapitalist slogans,

if. you want a revolution against Stalinismp—why?

. Upon the Marx1an premise Bf independent working class action (1n R
the USSR) the: group, larxian force; liarxian party, and the workers,
cdll for a political revolution and wherever the heat of the struggle
‘réaches ‘a-high point, no matter which ‘soviet republic. returns to
‘workers democracy and establishes genuine Soviets--that is where’ we.
‘Wlll establish an IVDnPndDENT SOVIET within the Soviet. Union. ;

fHE FIVE YEAR PLAN

S The follow1ng is a typical centrist formulation on any subJect.

You at ‘ledst have to give the Trotskyites credit. ' Whereas most cen—
trists will -sa¥y one thing in the first part of “a dooument, and the .
opposite thing later on in: the document , .the Trotskyites are so welli .

‘.educated that they can say two different things in one sentence.

Ihey say (Page 99) nThe results reportedly achieved by the Five o

»<~Year ‘Plan seems-to 1ndicate that industrial production in general ‘is. .
-:proceeding aecording to’ schediile, but that certain key industries——forl

example, timber, agriculture, machinery, building material,. smelting' -
Pﬂper, rubber, certain coal mines-“*are lagging"considerably =

If indust 1al




- INTERNATIONAL NaWws - = . | :
THE KEY QU.u.STION

, The key question of the day, the inevitable conflict between
dying c~pitalism and ths Soviet Union; is treated here and there by
- the'resolutions:in’'a half-heza rted iianners - This: question we analized ,
~theoretidally ‘about two years. ‘ago-in- vhich we outiined the general .
line of: march -possible’ ‘and the most-likely variant. “A resolution- -of
.any- world ‘congress that calls itself revolutionary should have a
jresolutioh*o, at-'least a whole'detailed section of a resolution :
".devoted: to’this %uestion following the coming war. It should. propose
-principles, -straftegy-and téctics for:the workers of ‘the world. “What-
should hate "béen ‘elevated a8 a high’ light -is lost among the ‘sentences
dealing with.other secondary matters,  -at that the question of war =~ -
between ‘the capitalists and the. Soviet: Union, its'relation to the
~ Social” revolution, ‘and ~the" question ‘of ‘political- revolution in the
- Soviet'Union, is'mainly a seriés of errors of omission in the material
g of the Trotskyitess FERET P, : S
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European’ Working Classand- the. 3 SR
~ Henry Wallace would utilize~now the. Stalinists Comintern to help mus-
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AND THE PROGRF JSNE PARTY

The Various conventions of the maJor capitalist politipal parties

.give a mirror-like reflection of the development of the POStWar p011_ ;_1,
‘,tloal erises in the Un1ted States and abroad. ‘ N

, The two magor questionsof the day, foreign polioy and domestic :
policy. reveal differences in the: political alignments of ‘the various
parties, but closer analysis from.a .class ‘point of view will reveal

that/these " differences are. only: differences in degree rather than
content. S v : . _

. . - 7
. . Sn . .
s : l

The - “Bi—Partisan“ foreign policy of the twO major parties is

'recognized by every advanced worker, no matter of what orientation, to.

be a direct preparation for war against . the Soviet Union. It dis:an
attempt -to stabilize the economies of western Europe by rebuilding

capitalism.(ungland, France, Belgium, . Italy) and repressing (Greece,
Indonesia, efc.) the working classes. o

The seeming exccption to this is the position on foreign policy d}

of Henry Wallace and his "Progressive" Party. .But. in reality Henry

Wallace simply disagrees with the method used by the dominant poli-

" ' tical: representatives of the. Bourgfosie in their hanhdling of the

international. working<iass, includ ng the Soviet. Union. - Bi-partisan
foreign policy is: for."strong-afnﬂ methods in- dealing with the \

Suaiet:- Ureion

lead -and destroy any real working class-drive for power. . He has as a

_guide here! the,whole history of Stalinism in Europe. ~He:can be. cer-
‘tain that- Stalinism wi 11l.never lead’ the workers to a fundamental
,change in property relations.v "_, A

‘h'

; anry Wallaoe desires to use Stalinism.now for the American
Bourgeoisie:not only in the United States and on-the. international

'scene, but:within the Soviet Unioh as welle - Henry Wallace does not: '~
;support Communism, Yorkers' Sovi ts or any -other: methods of real. wor- RS

kers.control. . Henry Wallace would make use of Stalinisg within and
outside the Sov1et Union to prevent WOrkers' Demooracy and . o;

workcrs contrOI.

/qlready assured the Americ‘

United States Government
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‘and others had long before the politicql conventlons come out for a
new "political realignuent""based on liberals and labor forces®, etes.
These fakers worked with the smcricans for Democratic Action, a group ‘
of New Dealers-in-Exile, vho had split with the Wallace forces because
of the latter's strong line for a deal with Stalin. - Vhen they could
not put across the "liberal® Supreme Court Judp Bill Douglas, they
simply sulked and indicated that they wld enphasize the questions of
"Gongro831on al elections and lzave the endorsement of Trunan open.Their
~“initial friendliness toward Eisenhower's "candidacy" revenled'their . - .
benkruptey; this man, who first hod Republican support, then the ‘big L
' ¢ity bosses, and the SOUTHZRN "BOURBON DZMOCRATSY was a shatlived white =
'hopo of the labor faker-liberal combine although he had given no poli-
: ticdl position on any issue of thes day.- His recctionary record during
' “the:CP" have” been farcéd: into indeperdent organfzdtion - § the imparialist wer, his jinecrow policy, his policy abroed in'the AMG,
6.all their wartime éfforts to remain inside the Democratic - ctc.,was forgotten in the hope they could "educate hin®,to develop his
Glen: Taylor,: vice-presidential candidate said, "I didn't . | "liberel tendencics"(?) . Their excuse that this. support was & naneuver

leaVe he: Democratic Party;- it left me." Just as the Bill Greens, . %0 build up support to throw to’ Douglas only makes matters worse by
Phil Liurrays. and Dan Tobins of the labor beaurocracy were freed to thu p1t1fu1 oharecter of suoh a taotic. '
. boycott the: Democratic Party convention because of its right swing
. against: the: labor: beaurocracy, ‘so-the Vallace-CP bloc were drlven to
;“formwth' Progr6351ve Party. "The rank and file- camposition is of :pre- -
. dominantly -CP:iforces;  but other sighificant forces werse also repre--
- sentedy although weakly, Among those hetrogeneous' elements present.
were:the: anti=draft. youth, Negro: workers from the:South, and- unor—“
ganized radicalized petty bourgeoisle. (The keynote speaker was ‘a
Republioun ‘hack for twenty—flve years.)

" use of. Sta llnlsm as a reformlst force. Nallace on the othor hand
would enlist - ‘the aid of; Stollnlsm.to mlslead and destroy the working
olqss (rgonlzatlons. e o SRR : ﬁw,

T

IN Tnn UNITED STATnS
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L In the Unlted States we ‘see & similar 1ineup of foroes.-, .
'Natlonally theé: "Progres31ve Party“ was really built by the failures ¥
ool bhe oL bothaker burocracy :to takeée any: aotlon of its own to keep

: the:r leftward ‘moving - foroes 1n*11ne. .fy; .

[;f. The 1eft wlng capltallst forces around Wallaoe ‘and the soeial.

o The prev1ous blast ageinst the Wallace” GP bloo, in addition to .

- their support of the "cold wer® policy abroed and at home; prevented
then froii coning over to the Progressive Party although: they ‘had “been

" ‘defented. - The door is thus open for iallace to seoop up oonsiﬁerable
"rank oand file workers and petty bourgsois support; pointing out- the

- previous opposition of the labor fakers to Turan as well o8 Deveys .
The Greens, Murroys, Reuthers; and “hitneys, will have to -rianeuver withw
great effort to stem this trend, in order:to carry out their serv1oe
to Trunun and the domlnant sections of she oapitalists.',

: CLASS REnLIGNMENTS .

... ... Socner or later, however, there will be a realignment and the

! Jellace farces will probably be swanped by the Lebor Party. At ‘the.- .
present tine, because of the contradictions in the bourgeois and labor
fakers cauip, the Jﬁllace foree is only the nost open expression: of .
their crisis: New great developrients are checd. .The sneers of ‘the’ :

 bourgcois hacks and the furious red-baiting agoinst the: Progressive}'_
Party shnwed the- ourge01s feor of coming 01u55 developments.,_r :

mKLLAGu[UTILIZED CP

I 5'.ﬂTh6 bourge0131e press and 1ts hxred hacks make much of the ‘open .
evidence:of theiCP:behind-the~scenes control of the convention. Yet
o except: £6r the:whitewash: of : Stalin's foreign- pollcy, Wiallece gained a
. great: polltloal victory for.bourgeois. reformism over social reformism,
ooandd against the working class. It ‘is openly- for support of capitellsm
- even Af Wwith more left: phrases than Roosevelt. Wellace will let the :
CP:@¢ :the.dirty work of corralling left trends emong the. workers, - i
?~veterans, ‘farmets and- youth to build up his machine. For this he is
o willing to noke organlzatlonel concessions to Foster and Co. Most
‘.;1mport~nt of-all, Vallace's connection with the CP will give his bour-
. geols forces angood basis to: sming rpdicalized masses in Europe and-Asin §
.behlndkAmerloan 1mper1allsm.when left: developments again. brlng ﬂalluoe
: geois fgrces to the top “out of exile.v'

A waever, ‘revolut ionary mlnded workers must not be oonfused by
these antics of ‘the hired press’ (The Chicago Tribune supported“Roose-‘,V;
velt in 1932 and opposed hif)j in 1933) and the publicity-bandits.: The ...
same people Wwho' oppose Wallace today will support him tomorrow: in- thef;Q“
face of a threat of independent political action on. the part of the .

. working class. Henry Wallace's program is made to order to lead the -

working ¢lass-into believing that capitalist crisss can be solved 1o~ .

“gally through' the Bourgeois. states - The Wellace progrem can lead:the -

" workers when the time is ripe, not to the left, but only’ into _parlio-
,mentary confusion,. demorallzation and flnally defeat. S ‘

o liarxists by building a revolutionary' 1
beyond Wallece's net of- bourgeois. and social re
done only by an independent liarxi | :

- gives no support. to Labor or ref

"dependgnt . struggle on the part o
talist stote.. M;rxlsts, while ¢

‘ Progressive Party, must,. on the.

_,Cdemocr tic rlghts of those worke

,I."

L i i nesE of the Stallnlst hacks as, oompared to thot of the
: old»lin llberul nnd ‘gooial-demoderatic lobor fakers in- their organizao-

rflvtional maneuvers will be used ageinst then,  but the growing nnss- dis=
ii;content_will provide;the Progressive Party with a mais bhsg thot will
, han:; upsforithe Wallace-CP- blunder'ngs.. ns long as the Lobor-

i Jaf aoe”mill galn.' e L .

VPosnz[om 'or TH.E RIGHT JING meoa FAKERS

K ,/.



