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 STATEMENT FROM THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

The secong ele(.ums for the Euro-
pean puarliament witi ba nheid in
June 1984, The lirst were in 1979.
Aithoeugh- the "European parlia-
ment i3 only a consultative
assenbly withoutl any real pow-
@y, these clections witl not fail to
have an impact on the political
8CENgy.

The parties thal dwectly repre-
sent the bosses want to make
these elections into a piebescite in
favour of the anti-labour and war-
mongering policies that
they. support, a plebescite in
favour of austerity and installing
/the intermediale-range missiles.
in Retain, thev are renresentiag
by Margare! Thatcher;in France
Ly SIS Wi, istalird
d’Eslaing and quuﬁ Chirac; in
West Germany by Helmut Kohl;
IN Béigium by the Martens-Gol
duo; in the Netherlands by
Lubbers, in ltaly by the Christian
Democrats; and in Denmark by
the bour geois coalition in power.

As for the reformist parties of
Francois Mitterand, Bettino Craxi
and George Papandrmu in power
in France, Maly and Greece. they
are also applying the line of aus-
terily and stapping up the arms
raca, But they are doing it in a bit
more moderale style, and &e
polijically on
unate to put up any sort of credi-
ble alternative against the capital-
ist offensive.

NO TO THE EEC, INSTRUMENT
OF THE BANKS AND TRUSTS

The EEC is a Europe of the
bosses. The Common Market was
not set up for the benetit of the
workers but to boister the power
of ihe European trusts and multi-
nationals. The EEC institutions

act against the interests of the

workers The European Com-

ission is coordinating the
altacks on sieelworkers through-
out Europe. It is promoting an

‘Voices are now baing

the defensive, .-

austerity policy in &l the member
couniries.

raised
in - favour of equipping this
Europe of the bosses with a Ewro-
pean army, Such g iorce would be
just as dangercus for peace and
the future of humanity as the
army of American imperialiam or

the naticnal awmiocs of the Eurc-

pean imperiziist powers.

The Fourth International appeails
to the workers of Europe to put no
faith in capitalist integration of
this region. European capitalism
is no more progressive than that
of the United States. In line with
this fact, we support the cam-
paign of our  comrades in the
Spanish stals and in Portugal
against the eniry of their coun-
tries Into the Common Market.
Wa are symnathatic 1o tha came-
paign: of the Britisn Labour ieft
and the Greek jeft for ths with-
drawal o! Groeca and Britaln
from tho EEC.,

However, falling back on the
capitalist sove 3ign national state
scaroaly offers any better deal for
the workers in the member
couniries .* *Se Common Market.
This wouid in tact enily provide a
justification for stii  harsher
austerity policies under the pro-
text of defending national indus-
iry against foraign compatition.

Against the two mirages ot capi-
talist integration and bourgesis
national sovareignty, the Fourth
Internationa! calls for a struggle

for a Socialist Urited States of

Eurgpe, a common fight, a com-
mon solidarity,  and''a common
gocialist objective for the workers
of all countries.

AUSTERITY DOES NOT
CREATE JOBS

With the support of all the exist-

ing governmentis, the bossas in

. petfectly possibla,

the ten member countries of the
Common Market, as well as those
in Spain and Portugal, have been

able to direct very wide-ranging
atiacks on. workers, recip urﬂ's of
social ‘benefils, men jmmi-
grants, and youth. In datencd of

their austerity policies, the go-
vernments have invoked (he
demands of international compe-
tition. But the same argument has .
been used in every country, iead-
ing to an unceasing downward
gpiral in buying power and
gocial benefits.

i1 is sufficient for one country
to lower labour costs, and 2
neighbouring country will justity
an aver sharper cut in the name of
the national interest, that is, in
fact, of class collaboration, to the
sole beneatit of the bosses. Indeed
it is false to claim that austesity
creates jobs. Since this policy
started to be applied in Europe,
unemployment has more than
tripied, going from 4 million to 17
mitlion. And no varnants of this
policy of reconversion will halt the
drain of jobs. To the contrary, the
experts of the bourgeois institu:
tions themselves predict that in a
few years the number of jobless i
West Europe will reach 18
million.

FOR EUROPEAN-WIDE
ACTION: FORTHE 35-HOUR
WEEK NOW, WITHCOUT

LOSS OF PAY

A ditferent sort of econonu.
colicy, with different priciit:es, e

have to be based not on the
rationale of capital, of conipet:-
tion and profit, but on the iogic of
labour, ol solidarity among the
exploited. Priority has to be giver
to full employment and mecting
the basic material needs of the
masses.

At the time of the tirst European
alections in June 1979, the Fourth

But 11 would
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international call said. .“*Almost
forty mullion of us @i e organised
in unions. if this power is mobilis-
ed, it can win the 35-hour work-
week with no cul in pay, new hir-
ing 10 make up for lost iwork-
time, and workers control over
the rates of work to prevent a

speedup.’

This. call retlecled a rea! need,
since toddy ‘'the West German
inelal workers union IG hetall
has launched a vast campaign of
action, including strike, for the
-35:hour week. Many unions in
other countries have come out in
~support of this. The time has
- coine 10 organisa, alongsids tha
“West German metal workers. a
-+ ¥West European-wide campaign of
calt categories of workers for the
immediate introduction of the 35-
hour week. it is now or never.

Participation by' ravolutionary
forces in the elections to the Euro-

peant parhiameni to be held in

June has been made difficult by

Darriors. Nonethgless,
- tions of the Fourth international
0 the countries concerned will
lake (he occasion to wage a

 Campaign against austerity, the
- mussiles and against anti-labour

poheies. We publish below the
S eall. adopied jointly by the
‘Unsted Secretariat of the Fourth
Jinternational and the European
sections diractly concerned by the

o Commen Market question. |

- inFrance, the tinancial hurdia for

runing  candidates was

high. Just publishing tha official .
material for a European ‘election
Campaign costs 5 million franzy -

{about 1400,000). This money is

~reunbursed only 1o slates that get

over 5% of the vote. Nonetheless,
the Ligue Communiste Ravoly-
tinnnairs  Franch sartinn af the
Fourth international, is waging a
L-..:Hul.hl':utl_*liin;'_i,.-i;lﬁ y}i_!lili'iiiihiﬂ i &
rally agasnst austerity and the
Cdapstalist united Europs on May

26 and 27 at Ls Bourgot
near Paris, g iyl
in Britain, revoiuti ' Marxists

are calling for a vote for Labour
Candidates. supporting the calf of
the laft wing of the Labour Part,
for withdrawal from the EEC an:
for oppasition 1o the missites ang
austerity. i

I Belgiumy. the Parti Ouvrier
- Socialisie—Sociglistische  Arbei-

ders Partij has gatharad the 1,000
signatures in each provinee neod-
ed to run a slats. The Ligue
Communisie Revolutionrnaire of
Luxembourg hes alsc met ths
requirements. Thus, boih theae
organisations will be directly
involved in the election cam
paign.

in italy, like France, there are
very high legal and financial bar-
riers 1o running an independent
siate. For exampis, it i3 necassary
to collect the signatures of 30,000
supporters in each of the five
election districts. And then these
signatures have 1o be ‘validated’
in front of a notary, which costs a
lat of monay.

In view of the workers slrugales
that are being waged now against
the austarily decrees of the
governmant presided over by the

- Socialist Betling Craxi and the
” | . Mobilisations against the instaila-
numercus legal and fingncisl
the sec-

tion of the missiles at the Comiso
tite, the Zuropean electiong will
assuma a maior national dimen.

©sion in this couny,

" For thig reason, since the Socialist

P&rt&is in-the government and
the Communist Party is riding on
the workors mobiligsticns, the
Liga Communista Rivoluzionaria,
itatian  eection of the Fourih
international, bhas decided to call
for a working ciass vots for the
Democrazia Prot~tarla ang

CP slatas  unce.

Thus, the L&Qa Coinunista Rivolu-

Zienaria will campaign against”

the m.asiles and austerity, for left
unity in the struggle against the

- @overnment. Nonetheless, it will

mocily its elecioral call i the CP's
role in the workers mobilisations
turns into opan belrayal.

In Denmark, you ness to gt
60,000 signatures to run a slaie.
39, the Socialistisk Arbeiderparts
(SAP) has begun diccussion with
the Left Secialist Party (VS) for an
elartoral aceord nn the hasis of a
manileste . agalnst  premploy-
mand, for the 35 hour week and

VOL: Suppl Uiy - Lhe SUHUges o,
| n widy
-Strika againgt the missiles aad for

this demand, jor a European

Amperialist milit

- of profitability
_ . ths slogan;
very . ‘Sirengthen the iofi oppesiiien to
‘iae -Craxi Covernment! and the
- Christian Damocrals. ' |

are  continuin

Danish withdrawal from the E50.

It these negoilauMs we unsuc-
cessful, the SAP will propose
common actions with the VS in
tha ramewaork of the campaign.

APPEAL OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL FOR THE
EUROPEAM ELECTIONS

Now is the ume also for all mem-
bars of parliament who claim to
ropresent the working class to
introduce simultaneousiy in the
national parliaments . and the
Eurppean parliament, bills  that
would reduce the Isgal workwesk
te 35 hours. Now is the time for th
West European unions to call on
the American and-

unions to join in this campaign.
This is the only effective
Way In 3ion tha drain At inhg 0
avart ine divisive and demoralis-
ng.etfects of massive struciura
LIt Oy RT i Wi i Wennui o
movement, te force international
capitalism to pay the bill for the
crisia for which it alone is respon-

sible. PAY

ACT NOW Acmmsr. f
EUROMISSILES

The . governments . of capitalist
Europe are cutting'social spend-
ing. But they are coming up with
mora and more money to finance
armg . spending. to finance ther
ry imterventions
in the Malvinas, Cebanon, Chad
and ireland. They apply the ruies
| and retu'n 10
spending on’ - education  and

health, 'but ' ‘At - government

assgsses the return from its miii-
lary spending, " - ..

The working masses of. Europe

are more and rore rejecting this
insane_arms race, which threat-
ens sooner or later to reduce our
continent 10 radioactive ashes.
The demonstrations against ihe
insiallation of the mussiles
brought out unprecedented num-
bers of paopile — millions in West
Germany, more than a milhoa in
Britain and ltaly, more than half a

million in the Netherlands. and
400,000 in Belgium. in Britain

tha Greenham Common women
their struggle
against the NATO base.

This mass opposition to the

miggi!oe is clearly oriented in
- the direction of anti-imperialism



and unilaterai disarmament. This
dynamic must be “stimulated,
reinforced and generalised by
specific action proposals more
and more coordinated on the
international levei.

Among the proposals that could
be made, two arc particuiarly
aopportune. Ona is the call for a
referandum against installing the
Euro-missiles con the territory of
each country or keeping them
there. The other is for the unions
to organise a general strike on @2
West Eur scale, againat the
presanca of the missiles.

FOR AN ANTI-CAPITALIST
ALTERNATIVE, FORTHE
UNITED SOCIALIST STATES

" OFEUROPE  « =~

The workers movement must
organise its opposition 1o the

Europe of the bosses, of the trusts

and the multmallonm to the
Europe of austerity md greater
mmtarisat:on it must do this on

an international scale. The trades
umun movement has not yet

managed to do this, either in the
case of the steel workers
fighting for jobs, or in the case of
the struggie tor the 35-hour week.

In recent months, there have
been big workers atruoolea. such
as the public workers strikes in
Baigtungand the Netheriands, the
exemplaiy mobilisation of the
ftalian’ workers .in defam:e of the
sliding scale, the minars strika in
Britain, the ‘Spanish  workers
rasistahce to austerlty. and the
strike_of the Taibot-Poissy plant
in Frdm But in all thm ca:m

RS UR IBVT T b

the tighting spirit of the workers
has - run up against Oivisions

amtong the traditional leaderships
of the workera movement, their
refusal to organise ‘he struggle
and o support an anti-capitalist

alterngtive, their caphtulation to

so-called international constraints
and constraints of competition,
that ic their capitulation to the
rules of the capitalist game.

Neither in Francs, nor Spain,
nor ltaly, nor Swedan, nor
Greece, nor Portugal, nor only
yastarﬁay in Garmany have the
big Social Dsmecratic and Com-
munist ‘parties in government

. fought back egainst the attacks on
oo ing werkers who r.:.re str
- gagainst austerity

q_ lng

uitra-militarist pu!lcy Tho rmun
i5 that thess parties and trades
union leaderships rafuse to attack
lho ruots ol mo evil.

in ordor to throttle tht eﬂwts
of the crisle, it is necessary to
break the power of the banks and
the financial combinss by nation-
alising them definitively: under
workers control. The geal‘must be
to put in power workers govern-
ments backed up by the workers
mobilised and orgarisad*ln their
wortipiaces and neighbolirhoods.
This means aiming for the expro-
priation of big capitail and reorga-
nisation of the economy based on

~demotretic planning by the
_Wk&n.
This eiruggle Is linkedr' tc the

fight against the bureaucracy in
tha [Eastern block countries,

vshich {8 refieciad in the growth of

an indepandant paace movement.

mmﬁm :
Vzﬂmw int

Y !“‘
f?"t g

2 hformt@ﬂy fournal of worﬁd po!mu

mmmtmwum
on thy earid worke:s movamentc

SUBSCRIPTION RATES ;
Steriireg - & manths £3 (25FF, rmﬁ(mrﬁ
aimmmi!w £ BT g

Povimgnnt in french Francs iF poasible, Personal chegues to
PEC ond mali 20 1V, 2 nee Richerd Lanodr, 8308,
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. {And it is necessary to declare our

solidarity with this movement
against the re to which it
has been subjected). This strug-
gie will open up the way for a

- Socialist United States of Europe,
the only

7eal allernative to the
divided Europe of today, prey to
paraliei crises of capitaiism in the
West and of bursaucratic rule in
the East.

A Socialist United States of
Europe will not only offer an
effective soiution for the working
massas of this continent. It will
aiso offer a powerful assisiance to
the super-exploited peoples.of the
Third -world in. their struggle to
free thamseivas: from the morass
of - poverty in which imperialism
and capitallam has trapped them.
A socialist breakthrough in
Europe, wouid ofier hope to all
of humanity for a way out of the

- deepening shadows of hunger,

unemployment, dictatorship and
war, a road to progQress and an
assured futurd |

Forward to aetlu solidarity for

H workers in Europe ¢ fo
:Inl?rm'objncﬂvu! Mﬂﬂﬂ r

‘Forward toward woridwide 30li-

derity for all exploited and

oppressed, in particular those in
Central America, the Near East
and Southern Alfh ‘who are the

urgol of direct Impuhlhi sclivn'

Forward to lln mltl Sacu 151
Revolution!

United Snrtiariat of i
| FMII Inﬁmlmf

)y At

amy
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IRELAND-POOR RELATION

OF THE EELC.

! :'1-',.'.‘- iiii

1872 l r;!umum in Southern
lra rmundi iy endorsed a proposal
to join the EEC. If recant opinion polls are

- anythiag to go by, then that initial eauphoria

has completely evaporaied. The Irish

population is now reputedly amongst the
most discontantad of any meomber atato of

ihe EEC.

The reason iunothardtom Thonanaul'

living standards in the South are 30%
below the EEC average. Irish workers,
who_put in the lorqnut working: hours
(a paﬂ from- Greecs), are the lowsst paid
- workers In-the community. And ths small

_'.'-..-Jafmara who earn lass still than worm

are even. worse off.

-1t is not simply low living standards which
cause rmntment but:the ever increasing
disparities waaith *’and Ineeme
distribution. A mere 5% of fhe population

WD BN yMai st e O Lﬂﬂ plivaie

wealth while 10% of the population takes
home a quarter of the ‘national income.
Grmdma _poverty stands™. in  conirast

o to the sumptm i‘vmg of a
tiny elite. | |

This picture beocm more tmung when
put ln the coniext of a relative ivSriening of
iralands position vig-a-vis other Eurcpean
countries since EEc membership. The
widening gap car ba judged roughly by the
GDP " { Domestic Product) Index
which fell a further 4% behind the EEC
avarana Wobsasn 197170 -Th.h frand
points  to  the fact that”  EEC
The capiialis! tarmers were ardent iroe

‘“‘p‘wlﬁi o B recrperinhegi a0l iietﬂlﬂj, fiads 1
fact excerbated the economic conira-
dictions left by Britain's previous
imperialist exploitation.

HERITAGE OF THE PAST

The Irish economy was moulded iargely to
agricuitural production under British rule.
Moreover, agricuiural actlvity was geared
almost totally towards supplying the
British market with chaap mest and dairy

Al- 1

ucts.. This King of axtonsive farming
lled .the need for agrarian reform

- gong tm iines of jarge scale enierprises,

But the plecemaal reforms imposed by
Britain and the rezistance of the mass of

. amall fsrmers reauited in o hybrid system

- a minoarity of email tarma in a sea of smail,
mainly unviable farms,

ireland’s subseguent economic develcp-
ment was profoundly debilitated by this
Inherited nature of agricultural production
and structural deformities of hnd unure

1)  Extenslva’ Ia:ming did mt muira a
great deal of Investment. . Big farm
coplialisis wera conservative. Pmﬁta were
daoogited In the banks ratlpr than put to

_‘_,further prndmtlyoma iy “h.--

1""""“'

“'2) The profitability ot*‘extemkw i hars

depended on agcess 1o the British markat.
Teh capitallst farmers waf -ardent free

. traders.  This had two™ nsequences
-7 Tarlff protection was nol available 10 infant
" Irish indugiry. Side by side with free trade
=7 went fres mobiility of ﬂmtaL. The. bans

~ lnvested the mmulatlng ‘agricultural

ofita in safe British Gowt. securities.

rish indust wasoxpmodtottnfull tiast
of devampo? British industry and starved
of capital. indigenous:indusiziai devalop-
ment was wnaaquamly vbry mn?u

oy X 2.4

3) The land tenure syﬁom created ‘a
hierarchical - ‘division of labour within
agricuiture whereby the small farmer was
consirained to the arducus and meagre
end o produtiion {i.e. bDreeding and
rearing) while the capitaiist farmers
monopolised the speedy and lucrative end
{fattening and exporting). Under these
conditions the cyclical crises of Irish
agricuiture tended to be more sudden and
deeper. They also tended to fail mare

firrnly on the emaill farmam

4) Extensive farming aiso implied Lhe
nacessity to mipimise the direct cost of
land - {and property) ownership. This

- " dictated the need for y\ environment of

{
Nz 8



minirmnal taxation. State involvement in
industry was initially restricted and
when the level of taxation did bagin to rise, ~
“its burden was shified disproport
Social nesds bacame heavily dependent on
private institutions (malnly

colour.

J'!s-r'

century was - dﬁt’f‘malﬁﬂf By 80 el {

CapHaist Jainity Suotui whien ted off
small, semi-capitaliat« “idrimiag and |

on British markats 2 PrOSDGTOUS, |
(if unadvonluruus) “finaneizd ‘sector ..
integrated with the Tiillizhy capital market ",
and with no Invesiment in: industry; a
merchant setior aleo™’ dependent .
Britain; a small sgector cf Indus!ry
msistlng of diminvtive enterprises
catering for the domaostic congumer
market; and a small sector of exporting
industries, based cn food/drink, which was
largely foreign-cwinod or contrniled,

This state of affaire iod (0 reosated
periods of stagnation culminating in &
profound malaise during the: 18503,

adopt a strategy of more comprehsnaive
integration with internatigria! imperlalism.
This became al! ‘*he mord Lroent in the
19508 becauss tha pootdbility of Britain
joining the EEC was mmﬁad in 1961 a2
decision to seek mombershin of the EEC
was raadily supportsd tgv &m two major
- bourgois parllﬂ f

Gael. b e

EEC membarship we a%:ﬁ’ ‘tr} the Irish
electorate on a nunlor of ecoromic
grounds.
dictions of agricultur: ' s calr toas)
aased by substantlaliy h*rr*f znd cinbig
prices; foreign capital vou!s) potr in and
create a spin-off etfec! wiich vauld lead to
a sound industriai baes
conrol; living stendarda Rt inoresse
anmmousty and ths "crention: of a
comprehensive socia!l walforn system
would be possibie. This - was .. the
promise of final de-colonization, irelend
would at jast ‘take (ts place -emong
the nations of the world'. = = . ...

EEC membership cid indeed siimulats the .
Irish economy to somo extent. Dut it could
not overcome the forces of chaos which. ..

repeatediy creaicd economic torpor and
social blight.

AGRICULTURE - ARTIF!C-!AL GP-OW'I'H

Within the
the EEC gave rise {0 historicaily .
unprecedented levels of investment andg.

am' B el
onto an already lmpmrarlshad pupu!a!lon R aer

Ef'a*’i and Fim .

it we's argued that the contra-

religious).;. ..
and politics tork on a uitt ,s* cllantaiiat g et

l.".

‘inputs,

onln j-; Wy ‘.?_siqnmmnt bites out of farm pmﬁts

alternative possibilily of growth was to ...

LI"‘{"’“:' native

agricuttural gecior, entry lnto: B S

j:ll AP
£ %)

output pius soms dramatic windt&lla In "

Tl

. rla _
n'aodamiutim and expansion. 8ut g

_ hardly channad at gil.,

virtually as  before.
_happened, however, Is that the contra-

~ To gt the full story 3
penatrate ben.ath the surface venee. of

the period of EEC™
‘has =
intenailied a number of distortions in Irish ' -
farming whicn are mnmled by statistical .

income. Yot behind this apparent success
story lisa & grim tale.

{up to 300%)
into a flurry of
iver
that ithe EEC is a2imost self-sufficient in

rices
fe_rmafﬂ

. beet and has ¢ surplus of dairy products -
wh!ch forathor constitifte BAY. of jrigh

i lural t - th t.of the
The Irish mnammihemss Balh of this, "2 agricultural output - the Impact. of..the,

"'-"'This sot-back was mmpounded by a

naqailve turn in the input-output price
ratic.
this deteriorating

After the initial hectic expansion, a naw-
For ths past

phase of crisis set in.
dacada, o5 a whole, farm income in real
tarms h_a remalned at the wpra—antry leveal.
Growth r2tes have t off and since
1978 havs docllned to an historic  low.

The naturs of land tenure has ramained the

same and the variation in farm size has

Tha compaosition of
i and the dgivigion of iabour between
aroups of farms has stayed
What has

oul
VRMOUSs

dictions of agriculture have sharpened

without any fundimental change in the
insofar as the
potential for such change did amarnei | LA
disint- "

structure of production.

tas londed towards wholesale
egretion rather than any long-term
solution. | .

succase. During
mambership tha artiticial sup
of European agricultural policy

averages.
IHGOME

INCOME. Agricultural income has been
static in real terms ovar the past yesrs.
But within this context there have been
striking changes. The two cattle crises of
1974and '78 piayed a major role in levelling
out the cverall returns to farmers.
Howaver the EEC intervention support {or
beef gnzured that the burden of these
disesters would fall gisproportionately

on the breaders and rearers of cattle. =

The big capitaiist farmers were abie to sell

thelr beef atl guarantesed prices thmugh' .
EEC intarvsntion whila at the same time -_
o purchase any more cattie for -

refusing to
fattoning. The bottom fell out of the
merket !hﬁl &tnra only for the modlum ané

g -
-

Dsapite a roduction in” the use of .
ration took

It is nmury 6" o

$ | O0gInai pnice scentives wda bound v oe. 7 ., e
., SO Hived. From !ﬂid-‘lﬁ?'ﬁ[h it
* prices began to level out. Saelh nRe o] 1ezwal
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small farmers. This ieft them overastocked
with all the obvious USNSHS
for the viability of their farms.

Today over haii the incoms from agri-
Culture accrues to one-fifth of the farmers.
The fact that the average farm incomo is
below the average industrial wage (ona of
the lowest in the EEC) gives an idea of the

penury in which 80% of irish farmers live.

GROWTH: Output fell dramaticelly to

around 1% par annum gfier 1976. The |

main featurs of thio trough wes a huge

reduction in the nationa! caitie
which faif

there has been a shift by blg farmers

into dairying, having a gre2isr concentra-

tion of cattle on small farms. indeed, an
Increasing number of emall farms produce
nothing but cattle. The decline of the beef
sector tharetors means that the number of
farms producing absolutely nothing s
bound togrow. ©

LAND TENURE. Land continues to be as
immobile as sver despi
prices which in the mid-1070= wers the
highest in Europe. Over the past decede
the average sizo of holdings have
increased by oniy 2 acres. The offects
ol EEC membarship have irtensifisd this
problem. '

On the one hand a high lsvel of dabt
servicing and general uncertainty makss
the big farmers reluwctant to purchase.
To mest this situstion thoy are turning
(albeit marginally) to & mors intensive use
of land rather than sugmenting their hold-
ing. The problem of debt i3 the mest

immediate and ‘undamental cavss of this,

Farm indebtednaoss ress from 15% of tota!l
indebtedness in 1970 to a recory 30% In
1880. Farm indebtednens rap-asantad 406
nt farmare annyat incoma i~ 1220 and had
increased to 120% by 1950, This debt is
i ol aliOse N9 whals arming popula-

tion but Is concentrated in tho medium and

big farmers.

Many madium and small farmers, on the
other hend, are qravitating towsrds

family subsistenca farming. They are

prepared to accept an income far infericr o

the averape wage. Changss In market

prices for producis or land do not exert
substantial pressurs on tham to icave farm-
ing. Some $0% of tarms, on one third of
the land farmed, contribute nothing to
growth oi new output. The bulk of growth
Is produced by 20% of farmers. The 30% of
borderline cases »ra particularly threaten-
ed by current FEC trends. There i3 @ raal
po:mititity that B2 of framers could and
U2 I the SGllsinus: pari-iime category:

4

| by several hundred thousand,
back to its 1970 levsi. Paratlle! with this,

te a rapid fall in

"

This wili, under conditions of family
ownarship of farms, intensify rather than
€238 the immability of iand,

Combined with this, the division of
izbour betwsen big and small farmers ie
roughly defined on a regional basis. The
coneolidation of asmall and medium
farma into viable enterprises would have to
take Flm through a differentiation anong
small and medium farmers themssives.
The daep dapression in which thess groups
have languished, virtually
such a str

and the naiure of landholding s ilkeiy to
:&an:ln unchangsd for some considerabia

FOOL'S GOLD FROM
MULTINATIONALS

The impiications of the situation in agricul-

ture will be encrmous (or the lrish economy

as a whole. Al the ecenomic level agricul-

ture empioys dir@cliy Or inuiecliy % o1
the nationz! labour forcs, accounts for up to -
45% of cutput in the goods ssctor, and
rapresents S0% of net exports. At the -

soclal level, nearly half the population
lives In rural arens and it Is there that a

consicerable section of ircland’s poor is

located.
irish industry, particulari manufacturing,

is su iy one of the success gtories

of EEC membership. During the 1970s

manufacturing cutput grew at a rate of 4%
per annum comparad with the % %n EEC.
average. But this growth exhibited a numy -
ber of Uefecis and  has - coused - more .

problema than it has solved.

Nanufacturing has undoubtedly incr-esed
its welght witiin the economy. But much of
the grov-th is superficlal. Away and by far
the most d
s&ctor hes boen the forsign muiti-nation-
als. Throughout
ireland . epsily ,
firme (relative to population size) coiv-

ed with other EEC countries. These

irms now employ over a third of the manu-

gia. The structural contra-. .
dictions Invnived in ths division of labour

ynamic component of this -

the 18708 Souihern -
attracied movre foreign .

facturing workforee and account for 70% of . ,'

exports. indead the significant
of manufactured exports during the 1870s

growth -

was almoet exclusivsly generatsd dy the

oversaas multinationals.

Nonethaloes thiy performance still does .

C

not glve much hope for long-term develop- - .

ment, The
tionais In iroland e siriking!
that in other 20 called ‘dev

ing’ (i.e.
nco-colonie!l) countries: |

&o extremealy low ~ only 16% GfB-'“lhe“ir,

performance of the multina.. .
simliar to. .



o O .

inputs are purchassad locally. In .m

branches, such a3 chemicals, onny 2% of

raw materials are purchased in ireland.

- They arg gensrally tow skilled assembly
operations and for the most part ow-pay
industries. Thelr valve-gdded content (s
exiremely low.

- They ars genssailly ta’mall piants with
restricted potential {or employment -~ an
average of 100 jobs per plant.

in addition to thia very m spin-oft efiact,
the multinationals mw!v croate DarvieTs
to growth:

-They SUﬁDW’ only a f?'i*i"d u.ri e uu;}ﬁﬂﬁ 4
negded to set-up. Thue, t"tejf arf* D Compes- ©

lition with loecsl inau&irw n:a: ;ha rest,

- — 90% of their profits are tax-frae — CRUS-

ing a multi-million hola in (ax revenue,

= The iree trads envirgament which
they dictate has couled & gprecip:ious

decline In the traditional industries. A
quarter of the jobs which existed.in
indigencug indusiry
disappeared. Since this secior produces
mainiy for the domastic meriet the rosult is
not only a decline in net iob cmat!m U
aiso incraﬁed imports. .

- Thees compenise moko huge profite.
The US companies, scoording 0 the US
Department of Commercs &chiiove & raturn
of 30%, which I3 well abovs tha parfor-

mances in any other EEC country whare . 8 oM ()
F e underiEy &’m& cf the forsign owned
plants In lrgland aro subsidiaries of com-

the average is 13%. Poinvegimeni wss

initially high (70%). in tho last few yoars
this has changed drasticely. In 1983 over "

iRE1,000 million (about helf the balance

of payments deficit) in unepecified -
. outflows ococurred.it i3 bo'lsved by coono-

mists that IRE300 milllon of this wWas repat-

riated ag muitinatinnet mertity

These aspects of tha multinstionals

makes it clear that a atirclegy ‘of rsiying on’

foreign investment can Maio no. hoedway
in grappling with the macroecenomic prob-

lams which beset the irigsh sconomy. irish
industry still has the lowast loval of produc-
tivity in the EEC; thera has baah no net

-~ increase in manufecturing employment
over 10 years; despite tha {act that manu-

facturing greaily incrag2ed its {actior share

"ol‘ GNP and axports, a structural

balance of payments deficit {attenusted for
the moment by

caused by a goncral dacrease In CONSLMP-

i tion) stili exists. Tha latter prodlem isone ' -~
' of the major medium-ierm consirainta to =" - "
: economic growth and {2 is ircnic that the %
¢ multinationals which dominate exporic are '
= a maln contributor to K.

i the short term, with tha pruchass of

Gartalnly

md Im
contributa heavily
This I8 probably true in the long term as
well, glven a steady depsriure rate and the
eonstaml;{ high proportion of nhew com-
punlu inth

In 1873 hRave now

‘er toil. A, facknat survey

a fall !n imports - |
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lmt and maierial from capiial snapped up

n lreland (lwo thirds of esiting up caepltal)
porters of lerge Initial stocks, they
o ths peyments deficit.

i8 agctor.

 HUGE BORPOWING

As i'm‘ %& rast of the manuisciuring sector

| *it‘»&izﬁmus companies- it contributes

a!we!y ) sl watilC QFCwin andG s a3pei-
dent largsly on the domesatic market. The

oﬂl cther signlﬂcant aector of industry

iding and consiruction. It usually
10% o the labour force and con-
tributm output at around 20% of tha GDP.
Since this sector cepands heavily on dove-

lopmmts in Industry and agriculture and

.of consumor and government
l; iz hardiy surprising that it i
n the worst crisis in forly

ATy “ywﬁ.,&f,i 2 moment! nearly half the work-
2 foree 18 ur%nmrad VVith cver one miltion

square foct of oftice space and three mii-
Ilm m;wu iaat of factory space lying idle

vitit & thrlving markst in second-hand
rmmng thers la litlo hope OF an eanly
rwwﬁl ]

y 1.-'-‘-

Ry -r-f
The moatl sobering aspect of the situation

of veliance on foreign
nt Bivs oilll to be faced. A contrac-
= *iénaticma: opsrations I8 now

in mdmirr Ja thed a full reckoning with
the” reuiis..

panies at tha totiom end of the multina-
tional ap@qtmm (oniy a handfil of the 800
firms flgurg .y ‘Foriuna’s’ top 300). At the
boet of tirves (hase firms had a redundancy
rata of 30% ovor ten yesrs. Now the
rigours of rooession and the genaral cli-

t¢ of denreasion i taking an éven great-
indicated that &
querter of Izish based foreign firms are
elready concldsring ra‘ucating elsewhere.
On top of this irsiand's share of outside
investinent coming o Europe has dociined
steadily ovar ths post fow yoars.

This process Is likely {o accolerate in the
future. The long-tenm decline in the econc-
mies and labour-cosis of some of the

edvanced Eurcpean countries — notably

Britsin — plus accesslon of Greece and
Port to the EEC will stiffen competi-
tion for 'the location of multinational
subsidiesice. Ireland long 2go reachsd
the bottom line in the package of grants
ang concozzions it cen offer. craation
of 80,000 multinationa! jobs has cost the
Irish qxcheqw IRES,C00 mitlion. There i3
o mors scaoe for incraasing tha bidding.

t'.p

3
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Under the iengthaning shadow of this
impassa & major debate on
industrial stretegy s in progress. The enn-

sonaus smerging {rom i cabats o 1n
% (¥ Y Fo e

tavour of turning Ireland into a base tm‘t_:g
'provinioqj;}nl international services. .
atest ten

yewr plan of the Industrial,

& s

Development Authority (1hs government’s.. .
chisf ‘job creating egency’) foressen . e
more than 10, manulacturing %

being created cver tho next decerds.

developmen! of luxuricus msdicare faci!i-
ties and banng enclaves ia bsing cenvass-
ed as a way of generailng waalth to croste
servicos-type jobs. Tha dream of indus-
trialisation....Is being buried un B
moniously. The so-calied 'Teisels Roport’,
which initiated the dobite on new giraiegy,

commented that previcua Goonomic policy
had turaed Ireland into a ‘small expor]

haven'. For the Irish bourpooisie the logi-

cal progression is to turn Irsiand into a

playground for the Intarnaiisng! jat eat.

The way in which esonomic contradictions.
under conditions i EEC membarship higve
gharpened 1= wei! ilusirated in the drama-

tic growth of a erisis In public finences.
- Much of the controveray ouer government

expenditure has focusesd on currem
ing. The reeson is obvious e
current budgct n2s been rising

steadily — from 20% of the GNP (Gross
National Product) in the early 1870 to 40%
in the 1830z, At the aame time the current

i

i

¥
e
'

w ! .
.

"

budget doficit has risan from zero In 1970 _

to 8% of the GNP by 1650,

However, at the came time lreland hae
exparienced a phenamonal arowth in Capi-
tal formation. in tho (020 it avaraged 20%
of the GNPand after EC memberzhlp, it
rosd to over 30%: This growth has Deon
motored by govornment swnendityre.
Thro:};hout the pest decsde .o pudlls
capital programma dondled it shara of
national capital form2tion and by tho 18803
stood at SO0% of tho total, 5

Since the caniial programma o Hnanced
largely throuch barrawirp, (he iovael of
national dabt has insreoeed sorordingly. it
has risen from 8% of the GNP in the early
19708 to almost 100% of the GN® taday.
The fiscal logic beliind this was (he
‘&ssumption that en incroase in predustivity
would aventueily producs a sompanzating
-flow of revenua. e fales

In fact, publiz capita! gpending has risen

faster than current expanditure. Further-
“more, within the aggregele of capital
spending the ehare golng to manu-
facturing roge moat rapldly. In sum, the
il of succsesive oovarnmants was to fores
- march the paca ol industria! develooment
© 30.88 to sustain 2deqisle expenditure on
curront services, etc. it slpedosssonhicen s

It is precissly the fallure'of industrial sirai-

eQy and not excessive growth of current

outiays which is at the root of the
HBOIGH S N pudiic hinancss. Current

eré% increases were not exhorbitant. - -
by E slandarde were necessary o

simply to p t 2 worsening of already
foos. Fo

wes the fastest

growing
of current spending

com

an increase of recipienis, due to
unempioymant and faliing Incomes.

- FOr example, social welfare -
) ' , “A* i o

but In the last tive i
some 40% of this growth was caused -+

&

The high leve! of expenditure on health =i - .

reflects a costly and inefficient service with
00 many small and outdated nospitals
(50% of hsaith spending 0088 an

B | A T

tals). This situation is maintained largely ™ -

al the mu! of Wﬁe pressure
groups such a3 locel bourgeols interests,
religm.n orders and Mfﬂjﬂlﬂl.

Although the lavel of irish public spending
icoks satigiaciory compared 1o al

EEC standards, It is for from sdequate =

relative to tha nsecs of the Irish people. =

Southern irelend has:

-The dreal&sta';proportim of poor in me' ',
EEG- a quarter of the population liveg..

DOV Hie poverty line, wikn i8 defined as -~
two thirds of the average income (which 08, .l
in t;nm,f’mi-y wo thirds of the EEC avers: ..

~ One of tha highest ratios of pupils 10
toachors and one of the lowest levels of

expenditurg on education.

=~ Amongst the lowest use of such items as
private cars, tele-

old olectricity,

phones, talevisions, etc. |
- O-'no of thi, fastest growi PopuLaMIGNS
and - highest n‘i’ntm {over

40% of the popuigtion Ia sither under the

&0 of Mymarwthomotgﬁ_!ﬁ#ﬁ-

a4 = -. i o™ - -,
1__3' ok, -1; o i i - —
- o } i

-One of the highast rates of unemployment "

- a 9% it I8 greater than the

entire manufacturing workforce.

- The zocia! situstion in ireland has not:-

improved at all since EEC membership. A »

survey thia year ravesled that ireland as s

whols i2 the most disadvantaged countiy in

the EEC and Is
ahead of
Sardinia,

The failure of industriai sirategy Means
that thers ls no economic dynamic which
out of this social
i8 now floundaring
_ public -
{inancas will aggravate the situation stili

can pull the nation
bacikiwaier in which it
On the conlrary, the cricis of

enly a  hairsbreadtn
regional blackapots such as -



The staggering size of the national dobi
has produced iwo new problems: foreign
indebtednsss 2nd punitive  tamtion.

A3 fevﬂ'nmunt borrowing incressad, thae
liquidity of ths financial soctor eeriously
decroasad, intsrest rates roze and credilt
became scarcs. The private gocior was In
danger of grind'ag to & hatt, Covernments
of the day then turned to int2rnational
financial institutions. Sudcenty, nublic
foreign borraw!ng rosz from gprecticelly
nothing before EEC mamberzhip (O over
40% of the GDP at preeent. Along with
this, the servicing &! forelon dotl hes
to @ dsngerous lavel of 8.7 of the
DP. This isvel of extomasl borrowing
and debt servicing (ctual o gbowl two
thirds of external vasgerves) oowid, N
uncorrectad, lead (o a daglire of aoniidsncs
by lreland’s trada paringi 40 ConREsguant
disruption of tha whole aconomy.

Apart from berrowing, thr oaly cther
source of finance sveliailo 2 tax ravenus,
Since EEC membership tho love! of teue-
tion has risen atecdily.

At the beginning of the 1870 ligiznd'o tax
ievel was lowsr than aay of thae oxiating
EEC countries. Sincs thea, faxes have

risen from 270 of the GNP to 4%

presently.

Within ihis overell ries, & oongictent -

shifling of asctiong of eaclety has ocourmad,
Income tax (87% of which is p2ld irom
wages) has eimaost doubled since the earty
18708 to 14% of tho GO todey end Indirast
faxes On CONSUMIT oods  INoroesad
in the same period frovy 0% o 189,
Thus, neertly four fifihs ¢f taxes (28] mainly
on the workere and tha powy.

The overall (gwel of toxation, plven
the relative undardsveispmeant of raiand,
is punitively high and tho sher> borme by
workers and thair giics ¢! 7 ost unbnarahio,

The latitude far extracling Mule vovenue

'..,,,‘ .
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by meens of taxation i, therelore, negii-
giblo.,

With oxeeesive jorelgn borrowing end

- excerslve taxation, government fiscal

policy ia caught bstwoen two grinding
gtones. Aoy attempt! to  significantly
roduce exiernal dabt would cause a spiral-
ling defiation — deflation, ercsion ¢f tax
baza end extirnal resorves and further
dafiation. As goainst this, (¢ Increase or
evan maintain the sexisting lavel of taxation
would risk serious political unrest and

g8 ircland’es credit rating thercby
aemivating the balance of paymenis con-
streint Inhorant in the foreign debl. The
vesalt would b sguelly detls! g

e mﬂy vegy out i3 through a programme
af g rive culs, Thara is @ sollc consensus
hatwaon the fwn mgior bonrconis parties

“and the Labour Party on this. But the

Py O widdmiites it @ Progi«diming would
nocetsiicte, added 0 the social an
cuonainie evista which aiready existe, has
119 Guw 2200603,

Anert from the Chvious aconomic dangers,
thoro ie a hichly orgenisad and combative
worlda <lors to eontend with — over 0%
@i Irigh workerz ars unionised. What the
werhers lank mogt iz g polliies] awaroness
of thely cwn stronsth. A full-gcale attempt
{a dismantis ot2ig involvement In the
ceangrmy wonld endaubdledly fead to &
guesticning ¢f (ho delicate political con-
sanRes o which the state reats. That kind
of fermen’stion in workers® consciousness
in pirendy enparsnt In the governmantal
ingtahliiity which smerged from the last
thres oo oral elesticns and In thrse mas-
gively vunsoerted netional work stoppages

ainst (02 tex system In 1879, 1080 and
1681, {4} don2 of the polliicians
want {9 it Sy Ceanly, 100 quickly. Mono
wenta 1o be the lirst to fest the full
might of tho workers' anger. So on top of
soonomic instabliity, thors s & growing
apiltics! ingiability.
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THE EEC. AND THE NORTH

When the Gritish Labour Cov-
ernment held a refarencdum on
continued mombershlp of ihe
m in 1675 mlyma thgmsi

ty of | R
Counties voied !n favour. Sings
then, a3 In the 28 Couniies
the E.E.C. has savere'ly ¢aciined
in populerity. Wideoprosd coant-
iciam has continualy erected
news about additional money
tiowing into the North from the
E.E.C. Much more obvious has
been the ongoing and unchecked
decline of the North's economy
and the massive Incresse in
unempioymont. A study of the
figures beshind this popular
view shows it 0 L2 fully
justified.

ADDITIONAL?

Northern Irsland mcksa an
annual payment io the E.E.C.
th h taxcs collected by the
British Exchequer. in 1561-82
this amounted (o nearly ££9m and
~in recont years has bsen riging.
Money receivaed from tho C.E.C.
including guarantesd poayments
to farmers amounted 20 £8im.
This left a balance of £22m which
may be r cad 1. oddillonal
funds from the £.E.C. - a vory
meagre amount indaad. |

The word ‘may’ Imﬂcwwﬁmﬁ
bacauss In fact I8 2 prant

impossible to prove thel sianife-"

icant extra funcs eciunily aro
iven. The real emount of agdit-

funding may weali bo tor
baiow the ted figure of
£32m. Thie all concerns the

- concept of ‘additionality’. in other
words, is the money from ths
E.E.C. additionsl to rrmr from
the British uer aris it used
&8 a replacement? in the ond it
i3 A Question of whather you trust
(and after ali how could you not)
the word of the British Govern-
ment who assure us tia? tha axtra
benefits are truly coming to us.
This is becauzs ‘edditiong!ity’ is
interpreted in a rather

particalar

way. The E.E.C. funds are.

rrrrr

racucse Briteln's nat contribution
iot&mmﬂ.ﬁ.c. W&t asiowing
& higher love! of public expand-
ture than vouid othorwise have
basn the cees. That thie hig

the E.E.C. directy offacts -
Nerthl

THE EUROPEAN
REGIONAL DEFENCE FUND

The Eurcpsen Raglongl Develocp-
ment Fund i3 the mala ingiroment

of EEC support for lob crestion
end preservation. The (und
worts through oxicting Brilish

Govt. structuscs =204 can be
divided into 20 omtagorian -

heip for Infrestructure projests
and epccific Indusivial projects.

Asgistancs {or Infraatructural
dovelopman! con  ammount o
70%0f the funds repources
end thw igve! of grant can be up
to 80% of tota)
oxpenditure (o7  projosts  of
perticsiar i Dortanne,. In fact
Zivoneed e WSS of projects
have racalved aomw sort of
ne'n this mnounted to only jusnt
ved 13% of (ot nwasimnent

totaxan. S.h contraversicd
proiacts o iKliros! power etation
end tha now Feyio tridge have
reciever) narticulsr asslstance.

. She aecond area of involvement

is providing funding for epecific
INGUBLNad QG VDY b

ets. For such & project O
ﬁm ERDF moncy & must

alreedy be in renizp! of grants
from the Indootrisd et
Board{iDB) or Local Enterprise
Devalopment Unit{LEDL). Thesze
GiCjaCis W nol anDiy  Cicectly
for aid but have o be choossn by
the Depsrtmoent of Davelopment,
which favours golcsting

2cai? enterprisen. Linjortunsiely
big bDueinees has No? Dasn e to i

investmseat

recontly and more amali LEDU

aided projects heve hed 1o be
included.

10 years e

 of 2000 to 3000 1060 hau
average &
bron glided caoh veor. refars

to ald nol for new fobs but
inciudas heoip to keep existing
ioha. For example in 1882 ERDF

m and sralintain 1017 existing -
H8. This however is probably
an ovérsstimate of the ERDF's

Ampact. What must be assumed

8 that firm's Invesiment was
higher becauss of IOB/ERDF
grents than that the IDB and
LEDU moncy was relessed for
more projects becauss of CROF
sssistanca. In other words the

problem of additionality i ralsed ki

onos again.

This figure is migleading In
another respact for although
haif of the naw jobs promoted by
the IDB wera assisted by the -

ERDF, and = smalier proportion

of those maintained, It should be
remembared that this tota! of
2000 to 3000 jobs were also in
raceipt of local grantz from the
1DE. In fact ghhaurh ERDFE
ald can 7 ovmt W 20% of
AvEslienl COSia Y 1B i
axampie it amounted to only just
over 11%. Only a proportion of
thess jobs were croated or
mainteined by the ERDF.

CRITICISMS

vther criticlsms can be made of
the Impect and working of
fhe fund. First it has a bias
iowiards capltal grants which may
e oounterproductive. Capital
may be used to replece labour

rather than to em more and
theore ls evidencs ¢ thia {2
execlly what has heppened.

Secondly grants have attracted
foreign firms which have 2
tendency ¢ closs down their

Dranch planis in places tuch as
the North when thers

i

B2 2



recassion. A list of some of
the prominent recipients of granis
gives some Indication of the
deficiencies of the fund, it
includes Courtaulds, De Lorgan
and Lear Fan.

These criticisims are valid not only
for the ERDF but for the IDB as
well. The whole strategy of the
British government to promote
jobs has been an abysmal faliure.
Unemployment in the North is

over 120,000 and the gap oetween

it and Britain has wider. xd. This is
especially  true - of - the
manufacturing sector. While in
Britain manufacturing employ-
ment is 18% of employment it is
only 11% 'in-'the North. Services
by comparison,

shows the dependence ¢! the
North's economy on the pubdlic
sector.  Manufacturing - employ-
ment has deciined by over 38% or

by 60,000 jobs since 1975.Nor can -
' be made that .

a case easily
IDB/ERDF grants slowed down
this deciine. In fact,
assisted employment has
declined trom 71,400 (or 42.0%0t
manufacwrlng jobs) to 44,800
{or 42%}). {DBJ/ERDF assizted
employment has therefore bean
falling faster. Future f{orccasts
indicate a further widaning cf the
gaf) ‘beiween tha North and
Britain. The total in employiment
in pradictad ta dacreaso o further
2N for the »?ﬁt&iﬁ
cconamy and naoriv. 20% for the
manufaciuring sector.

+4 .-? la;a 5l

if we look at the aim of ine
ERDF which states tha Fund is
‘intended to correct tha principal
regional imbalances within ibe
Community’, we can ses It ‘0
have been a feilure. Indeed, the
same forces ‘which create thcas
imbalances (unrestricted capital
accumulation and compstition}
are those which the EEC was sat
up particularly 1o promote within
its area. That the gep batween
rich and poor should widen vias
entirely predictable.

THE EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND

N8 SeCONY g nstrument o
EEC intervention i3 the Eurcpean
Social Fund whose deciared aim
is to Improve employment
opportunities and f{acilitate the
geographical and occupational
mobility of workers in the
member states. Indeed, Marthern

it only

m%lwﬁp{ %T;I
m % in Britain. ¥ : '
compared 10 8 _was given over to the youth

fiselt
tholf . o5

Irsland is designated an area of'

‘absotute priority’ and receives a
qgreater per capita contribution
than any other area except
Greenland. in 1881-1082 a total of
£25 millicn was recaivad which
compasres with an overali budgst
in the North of €108 million.
Only £2.6 million of this sum went
to the private accior and again
-~ operates = alongside
government grants. The lions
sharo of the Funds money was
devoted to the public sector.
S5 what exactly was It usad for?

Somo 55% .was devoted 1O
training programmes for young
pm,fle under 25 years of age and
37v%:% (0 general tralning
schaemas. Thus, most of it

training programme. This scheme
's rightly notoricus as a Tory ploy
te hide the real unemployment

figures among young pecple and

has been criticised on

grounds :
O C1Most of thoes who go o a

course will still bs
unemployad whan it is {inished.

0 OTh2 schema has bosn used to

many

raduce amplovers labour. costs.

When it was first mooted only £15
a week was going to b2 paidi
Tradea ininn nreasrg rajsad this
i £25 byt thig g stifl lotsily
inadequein. Uniike e Youlh
ffastitbiell  OWE® ) Eye 1iauin,
thare i no  provision for
ncreasing this emount and the
Daperimant of Economic Dev-
elopmen! hos even stopped
projecizc which have ftried to
pay mora.

O0Cenditions in the YTIP
ssheme arg sopaqlling and heailth
and seiziy regu.ctions arc eften

ignorsd.

OlEven the EEC iteel
recognizes that young women are
Slossiminated ogainst by the
YTP.

DUV YTP i used fo de-

shili the overall workforce and is
4500 &5 o W by employers
mmmt the rest of the workiorse.

Yaung people havae already given
their angwer (o ha Dritish
Government’'s and the EEC's
ﬁﬁlbr;y 0f ‘heiping’ them.
nimorassad by tha nams Changd

ooae 13

io YTP only 60%
of places had been taken Dby
October last year, despite
attempts to penalise those who

refuse.

from YOP

AGRICULTURE

G‘:msid&ring that three-quarters
of the EEC's budget expenditure
is on agricuiture, it should come
&8 no surprise that it has a
reat influence on the North's
arming. This has particular
effc 3t becauss of the Horth's
ralatively greater dependence an
agricuiture . than - Briain. . 1t

CTemploys -propart’laﬁa’l}gf;'-a- fimes

more pecple than in Britain and
this total has remained relatively
gtable over the last 10 years. This
contrasts with the experience in
tha 28 counties which has seen a
sharp fall _in  agricultural
employment. - The situation is’
broadly similar when we examine
agriculture’s . contribution to
Gross Domestic Product. In 1881
it amounted to 6.1% in. the
North:a small drop from 7.2% In
1873. In Britain over the same
period, it fell from 3.1% t0 2.3%
gnd in the 26 counties a more
dramatic fall occurred from
18.9% 10 11.4%. -

Agriculture in the North is aiso
distinguished from that in Britain
‘s & number of other {eatures.
arm Sizes are smail - on
.verage about 20 hectares as
opposaed to 47 in Britain. Because
the climate limits the  range
of products which can 0be
produced competitively grass and
grass based products predom-
inate. The nesed to import
cereal foodsiuffs has hit the pig
and poultry indusiries. Hirey

EEC intervention is through
ths Europsan Agricultural
Guarantee and Guidance Fund

(FEOGA).Thas Guidance Fund is

the only identifiable item since
the = guarantee - expenditure
goes through the British Gov-
grnment and aiso covers England,
Scotiand and Wales. This item
only covers 5% of: FEOGA
expaonditure and since joining has

nt nearly £31 miilion  In
the Morth. The declared purpose
g¢f this Fund i3 to Improve
agricultural structures. in this it
has totally failed. 52% of all
fuli-tima farms are classified as
‘smaller farms’' and this rises to
75% if part-time farmers are
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tigure  has”
remained aimost unchanged in-

inciuded. This

10 years of membership.

Moare controversial has been: the
operation of the Guarantiese
section which supporis markets
and prices. it has been estimated
that in 1983 the North recsived
about £43 million In  guarantee

payments.. Under the EEC a

Markurt ehitl Fac tallnn niang in
the .oulput . of “the Norih's

aifiouiiure slimulaisd oy EBEC

e b g wies - wadtd
products have risen from 468°% nf
output .-to . 65% while cereal
Dased - prodicts have dsclined

from 35% to 21%. This iz why
the super levy is such a disaster
the North's farmers. A
‘surplus’ of milk production now
aftecta the community end a
super-levy has baen introdured to
cutback cutput. This means a
, of - tha
target price for milk would ba
paid on extra production which
By ths

107

iovy equal to 75%

would be . determinad
“utput level In 1081,

Zompared _to Britain the MNorth
ul hit . because
since 1981 milk production has
increasad by 17% and in Britaln
will - maan
| in output o ground
+-10% despite tha 85,000 tonncs
- increase in the North's chare of

Britain's quota. It wiil cost {he
. betwecn
£20 miilion and €30 miilion.
the 8,000 dairy farmars
the small and wuinerabla * wili
suffer the most. The jobs of
oo Mmany workers in the proccasing
uindusiries are also threatened
7. the North possasses piuporticn-
© ally moreg than Britain. Combined
| ) in: tha
“7 " variable beef premium, it wil

- imean 6 out of 10 farmers wiig_
¢

“wiih:be. particularly

by only 10%. It
—.a fall

farmeorsg

with = the reducticn

 oulter  from  the efiects
~ the EEC’s latest dacisions.

OVERALL .

" Much publicity has surrounded
e tha

. ‘integrated: oporaticns’
0 gehema for which Belfas! has

Cenihe dubious distingtion of Doing

!

8
“= . .The scheme however has bhean
(17 Rl zublm | ;
e controversy over whether thera is A
involved.

-golecied " along with Napies.

to long delays and

really any extra money
This question also gvershadows

the Beifést'- Urban Renewal Plan |

in which £80 million has been
promised over 3 years for
housebuilding. Thero

Critish erninent that . the

money is “adcditional’.
This concept is important o any

evaluation of the EEC's effact an ,

the ecoromy of ths North but
ineofer 23 It has bad forea It hes
0y Intensitied
Jrabiemmg which ~co the North
The {undamantal offect of the
=EC has bosen to intensily the
mMorth's depondence on foreian
end multinationsd - cepitz! while
puiting fuither obsiacles in the
viay of eny morg progrossive
Follcy. 123 ‘social’ fund has only
promeotad  the  axplofiation of
youth a3 & aolutlon’ o
unempiocymont, and it has proved
dengeraus o the  MNorth's
agricuiture £nd itn smalt farmoars.
With Briteins non-participation in
Tho Europoan’ Monetary Svatom
aven in economic teims the EEC
nes not reduncd tha slonlficance
of the border.

POLITICS .~
It is around ths qusstion of the
Borcor that the EEC has

Erovided moat coniroveray in the
Koith. lan Paisley has described
-memberchip of the EEC in.the
following  terms;'A  Romen
Cethelle dominatds Supnos i3 the
SWOrn enemy of Protestend Uigter
ang Ulstey noonls need in {zoe
WIS M08 . s bl Ldes
oppesition and oorly promises
and liiucions that joining the
EEC would Isc to a United
iraland, the rea. role of the

.-EEClg bztoming cigsrer. In fact,

the reccit  Hasgerup  report
hes epalisd it out. This should

Ravo come 83 rot surpriss.in 1981

(he European Peorliament Nassad
a recciution which :‘strongly
CEoczzd wll farms of vigieneo one
oxprescied] s detcrminatien o
cendemn . oots. of terroviemy

* and recagnlsed that the Syrepsan

Communitly [nad] o compstence
10 mako prozeonla far chisngos
In the congtitution of Mortharn
leland’. :

The Hazgerup Repori, which was

- welcemed by the SDLY repeated

theso points and also wont on o

oin  has
not besn much proof from the.

- lament congratulat
tha economic ! 3] g od

call for increased security

¢o-operation between London and
report Claimed that . =~

Dublin. The
the withdrawal of British troops ...
would only lead to a deterioration .
in tha situation and supported the
satting u

the report can
the fast that
loader

be guaged from -
thou jh feeling bound teo abstain’
on |

Now John Hume is again seeking
EEC support for the latest
initiatives of the Irish bBourgeoisie
and middie class to hoid back the
anti-imparialiat atruggle and
make a deal with British
impsrialism. He wants the EEC to-
provide “pelitical and financial
tupport’ for this deal and there
iS Ne reason 1o believe, that the
EEC would not support such it
the British agreed to it. Of couUrse,
Furcpean impecialism, as with
the British, might seek its oW
Frica for such support such as the
d.3eciution of (he 268 counties
weutralily into NATO or 80me

Eurgpean Dafence Pact.

The experience of the last: 10
yeé2is simply conficms  ‘what
eecialista like ourselves have been
saying for a long time - only the
working class can achieve the
democratic unity of the country.
An Imneristiey inatitifing likas ¢he
EEC will not gst in, the way ¢
drit@gin bu! will ree i1s inderests
Lsbi e VIR Ly ipiptiiy  OF ilaih
make the whole of lreland frec for
suipean inuitinational expioitation.

ALTERNATIVE

Thus, no progress - political or
QC2NoOMIc - can be made in the
frameworlt of the ' EEC.A
bursaucracy in ~  Brussells
demingted by big business cannot
e eallowed to make major
dacisions which affect everyone -
daclaicos  which benefit only
wizir business interests. This is

why all the majér ‘nationalist’

- eapitatist parties support the EEC

and collaborate - with British
impserialism in trying to defeat the
workers and”  ‘anti-imperialist
struggies. ' &

of some sort of power
- #haring. The general character of



in the EEC elections and beyond,
these struggies necd a political
programme thai can lead o a
solution of the economic and

political crisls which Is In the.

Interests of the Irish working
class. Such & programme means:

L JL11.The erestion of 5 &2 county
Constituent  Assembly which
rejects partition. This i3 the reel
alternative t the Stormoan?
Aszsembly and eny Forum chams
‘or 'loint authority’ which {azves
majer powsrs in the hands of
Britain and the rest In the hends
¢f irleh capitaliam.

C10Z.Remeovel of the border 20d

and oioale on
eesmemy uANeD masts o nceds
of iriah workers oad is esntrolied
By them.

0 {13 Wihthdeawal fras the EEC,

it e laroe Bty b
SNGuTs thy Invplemoniotion of the
aotloersl pian and oy sod o
tha evslalistion of Irish workers.

OO0 Metlonellagtion of largs
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arme and stats hein (o Lol
farmers 80 that all those exploited
can form an aillance against
imssaciatiam,

Once such a programme I8 carried
out we would ba in a position to
call for unity betweon ireland and
Britain - a unily of ths irish
and British workers in compiete
2quality and fraedom. Mot oniy
this - the Irish working class
will then demand what the FEC
oniy gives hypocritical lip-service
o at the moment - the unity of
Europe. That is why the overall
aiternative o the EEC is the
Socialist United States of Europe.

SINN FEIN'S ELECTION CAMPAIGN

DANNY MORRISON SPEAKS

JOE CARTER of Peoples
Demecracy to Danny
Morriacn aboul the aima of the
Sinn Fein campalon in the
curopean glection. Sinn Fein are
Higating for the Northern geat ang
irn the four constituancies Ip
the 26 Counties.

JC: Why has Sinn Feln Aecldes
tc contes! the EEC el ctions?

Li: Sinn Fein over the last thrae

years hes adopted an electorsl

strategy as one o! the cenira)
planka of the struggle. This cams
about besically from the mess
movement ind the hunager
strikes and the necd to develop
an altarnative io the
?:Lagtutw. collaborationist

Cur intervention in electoral
politics nas cornered the British
nationally and internationally and
shown that thers Is a popular war
of libsration going on against the
British imperlalist presencs. So,
it would have baen 10 give up thai
strategy had we not decided o
contost thes alections, just os wse

- gQuinst tho fuil affects.

nad onntested the Juns 1883
election 10 the British pacilament
& Westminster and ihe elsction
0 the < sembly In 1082. it s
pari ol ow ongoing strategy.

SO Meow dogs 3'vn Feln vigyr the
Zsigm tEnd’s eessnborahio

o Momborehip o the EEC has
beon cdlessterous o freland
Kaonth end Scuth, particularly for
agricolivre.  There wers initial
boneills but they SO0
dleappeared. The EEC !s now
?mmﬂ tc !&i’?@ fermers.  Small
arMers are Nin viclime - thers
273 atizmpte (o drive tham off the
lend, particularty in the South.
in the North smell isrmers have
12 eoime oxtent bson Drotocied
in the
South whara there I8 dairy
Earmini.- they are geing to de
particularty hit by the superiavy -
the decizion to curb milk output.

The EEC also opens uvp ireland
North end south to  muitle
nationals and sxploitation of the
necpke, Take {(or example even

housing, there is talk of the
monay been thrown in here, but
when you study where its going
te, its just being gobbled up by
the Britlsh Govt. They sare
supposed 1o match the amount of
meonsy and they do not. What is
negdad Is a huge injection of
rasgurces t9 end ihe scandal of

(08 DOUSING BlUalIVIi. i@ §ows ass
of irelead has the worst housing
in Western Europe. |

We consider there to be extreme
dangers asociated with
mombership of the EEC. Mand
in hand with membership goes an
orientation o a military alliance.
Tha EEC at this point in time
i aimost Interechangeable with
NATOD - the Wastern aliiancs.
A our policy s for an
independent Ireland, & sovereign
ireiand, a non-aligned Ireland. an
anti-nuclear iretand, we see the
dargers of EEC membership - the
gradual moves towards a general
Waatern security policy which we
bailieve is dangerous. That's why
We are o tc EEC member-
ehip and we will be contesting the
siections on an anti-imperialist
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slatiorm, opposing the military
nature of the EEC.

Ot4:  In the North the EEG
slections will be a referendum
«ithin the Natienalist community
on the national question. it witl
not be fought on the Issues that
will dominate In England, France
or a large extent in the 23
counties, aithough we will be

raising  ihe national  quaestion
there. In the South, where
probably some. economic and

litical matters will be  tha
gsued, wa hope 1o turn it around
to the Brits and the HNationa!

quastion.

JC: What kind of compaign will
Sinn Fein bo fightlng la the Nerth
and in the South?

O In the Soulh thera are many
rastrictions on us. There ig 2 lack
n' access to the state redio
a=~q tolevision networks which has
& ‘spillover' sfiect to the rest of
the media. Thore have been
attempts 19 maixs pelitical ispers
of Sinn Fein.

We are atso nendicappad in ierms
o! underdeveiopment. We are a
vary smali organisation engaged
in @ verv hin slertion  Howaver
in the North where Sinn Fein
s much strongay than in (08
rest U Wia Guuitti y, oo will D2 A
campaign where we beliave we
can win. Sowhat wehot2to dois
to produce & political veto
match the [RA's military velo cn
the British attempt to siabilise
their rule and the Dubiin Govi's
coliaboratin with them,

Once Wwo . raremard  ajority
suppert Vikinn Yol SOMMmunity i

the North there wili be iwo
develupments. Firstly the Sritiah
Gowt. is going to have io change

its policy. Sinca the Sunningdals.
ggreement 0 -

‘power-sharing’
1974 tha Eritleh Govi. has
continued 0 insist - though this
insistance has bsen wihittled
down over tha years - that any
davolution 2 powe 3 10 a local
Assernb' must command croel-
community suppori. Once we
command meaiority support within
the Nationalist community we will
domand not power sharing, not
an internal ssttiement, nor A
raiormad Six county state, but
a united ireland with the Brits
out end an end to the
.oyalint veid.

Tha Brita are going to have (o
chang® their policy and either
faca up to re2tity or give much
greater suppert to the Loyalists
and their call for devolution which
woud mea2n tota! suppert for a
seciarian etate which would have
g ramifications on relationa with
the South. |

For the Southern Covi. ileelt,
once the SDLP could o onger
glaim o ba thse majority
representatives of ihe naticnalist
people in tha North, then that
wou'ld bo their snchormen in the
North gona. The Solthern parties

ave tormeialed their policies
around i SDLP, ardonca it is In
a mincrily nogition thay wili have
to deal realisticall with us. Sinn
Fain's wictory il have a
dramatic aftact on the overall
political situation with regarc to
the national question.

<G How does Sine Fein hope 16

adyenes tin the South thwough
thuge slestiong?

DM: We don't expact to win any
soats but it is the erperience we
arg looking for. Wae are flying our
fiag andd hoping to get an injection
of new members. Basically, you
have to crawt! before you can run.
Also, we beliave that when the
total vote i3 counted we will be
the third largest party in ireland.

W2 will have more first
nroferancs votes than the Labowr
party. |

JC: What is tha significance of
Sinn Feins decision to take sesie

in the Evropsen parisiment
if chacton? '

DM: Wa realise it would have
bagn political suicide (o contest
the elections on gn abstentionist
ticket. Also the EEC does not
have the same relationship with
us as the British occupation or
Leinster Housa. The European
pariiarnont is sutficiently distant
ircm the question of Irish
sovereignty for us to go in and
{ake our seats. What we wouid
hope {0 do is to use the EEC
platferm &8 an international

~ lobbying point. We believe that

gommecng in Euwvope could lobby
sympathetic political parties, the
international labour movemant
and ombarass the GOrits and
g.uposa thelr violence in ireland.

JC: How will you measure
suctors in the elections?

Or: Success will be measured in
two ways. First there is ths vole
ir, the 26 counties o ses if we
hava made many inroads. i the
Morth it wili be measured in
comparison wiih our June vote -
103,000 at its minimum, taking
the seat at maximum. It will be a
soat on which we hope (0
bulid and strenghten our
organiaation. |
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FIGHTING BACK - THE P.D. VIEW

Warm;ng pecpie have mmn*u (¥
0P for andg athing o gelund
i the EEC The Cominon
Mt 2 a Capitaist insfilulion

- 381 up o unite the ruling clesses
of Ewrcpe and coordiiale the

NATO
and Fianna Fall have Indicated

“lacks on working pecpie. i is
ihe Europe of the Mullinational
LOtDOrellons andd the banks, the
Europe wiich sxpioite the oolon-
a2l world, Europe  allied
ntillar ity nrtl:‘ WS impenaliam
£Nd & partner In its orimes ageinsi
humanily,

Peoplos  Democracy  is
nationeist and  anticapitelist,

Ours 13 the Europe of the French

Heol workers and tha British

Minera striking to defend jobs, of
and the milhoni who Rave mohu-

e ﬂnunuawmm.d
ihe .&lhn

Euiope which mownsd
Sundlmhhmm Phass

sirikers 22 lhelr gwn. As
Irish  Section of the Fondih

Inisvnational the worldwise rave

%)
WOvipdipl 20 btpr.

vid H)‘ " WOHKERSG ALL
i - COUNTRIES, UNITEY and the
tali jor socielist revoiution in
Croate the Soclalist Untted §iates

of Ewrops.

WITHDRAWAL
FROM THE EEC

VWhen I?MMMMEECIN

- 1973 the inish pecple weve

he capitalist parties Flanna Faii
and Fine Gasl, aliso pledged thest
the EEC wouid hasten the dey of
‘7ish unity and end the dominat-
wit of British imperiglism. But
the EEC hae proved & faithiuf ally

intor-

- POBILON o elebllah now relationa
basect

to Brig?in‘s Wi ag'ninst the
aattonslist  peonis ihe 6
Counties, Membership has aleo

_ ned the efforts of irien
PEOpie to romist embeoiimont in
e Imperialigt miltlary alllance
- Boih the Coatifion partiee

their comeniiment o whai Cheries

Haughey euphemicticsiiv termed

103 gefenos of Ewvope’

. Nene Cf o promises mads by
ha capitnlist parties have besn

dalivercd on. Instead ther
N & sieady wrowl: in up-

omiployiient, Y &nd re-
pressian. The EEC hes nothing

®ise 10 oier. Working people
shcuid press  for immediate
withdrowal from the EEC!

AN ALTERNATIVE TO
MEMBERSHD

the capilalist perties tell ns that
whalever the gprobloms of tha
EEC, irclond hes no :
DUl © remaun within 8. This ig
8 liol The Europesn. counmiries
outsidz of e EL:.Q !im“ baan
eble 1o negotiate rading agrae-
menis with e  EEC without
entiy. There ie no reason why
reland oould not SO0t the
mwm—h.wummuy
an tedengd {ro of the chaing
MEEcmmmmId&aMi

et G i
eountrica of the ° id’
and with COMECOM - the econ-
omic jedsratica ¢f the workers'
Statas ©f Easttm Euwrops and
the Sovest Unlon. Such BIrRae

the SCONOMY - ments wouid e&lﬁmlma VTR

rade and aliow w 19 take into
acoount the intornalional disirib-
ution of naturel and social
Fe30uCes (0 prodhos the workd's
necessities i the most cificient
and.- cheageat  fashion, thus
ensuring tho cmootivest and meet
rapid &mmh ol e living
slandards of ali of umany,

. Scaltered throughout

FOR THE SOCIALIST URNITED
STATES OF EUROPE!

Ot course this atleiniiive would
Oefnand a break with ihe interosis
of the capitalist class.

regonal . insgualities

an sulfering
capitaliam  has
the

FOR A UNITED INDEPENDENT
IRELANDI

chaics  To open the road e & socialist

freland requires the total deleat

., The Forum report makes it clear
that the capitalist pariscs and
their allies in the - WOFket's
mavement are prepared 10 make
Ay sordxdl deal with British
“tMperialism in order 4o maintain
the institutions of partition - a

. STAin duiwark against the rise of

wOTker's revoiution in ireland.
This l¢ the reason why Sinn Fein
was exciuded from the Forum
and wihy it wiil bg excluded from
g#ny Constitutional Conterence .

Againgt the naiionali:m
ol the qumm Democracy

tights igr:
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iﬁ':-én.medmld withdrawal of the
S BnslArmy,

L1 Abolition of alj repiessive laws.
SAmMnesty for all  Ireedom

e fiﬁh‘m, 3
@ Al-iretand eiactiona

0 an
Ali-treland parllamant .

B A Govermiment gf workers and
snall farmers who will Dreak ai
Hiks wath iIMperialism and Bbuild
alhances with the wOrking peopis
40 Oppressod masses of the
world. :

A WORKERS MLAN TC BEAT
- THECRIsSiSt

The June 14 elections
European Parliament lahe piacg
<ladst a4 Drutal anli-working class
vllensive In the EEC ‘

P

«chieve this, novemmaﬁts &ND
Lilployers have united g forca
trough tactory Closures, cuts in

W ges dndwcial benefits and

Missive

Uiiven tens of millions of working

Peopia 1010 poverty. At the same
iend  governments have
Muunivd a g offensive aQainst
add  wwon  and democratic
i0 carry through
f policies.  The
CieClions  are  aimed 10 Qive
Wgilimacy 1o these allacks on
wWOrking  people  ang |
Crganisations, 10 rubber stamp
the austerity policias, the sHing of
US nuclear missiles, the
feprossion,

Vhile the
uiting  and Co-ordmnating  its
“llachs on wurking paopie, the
WOrKers fovement |

FOUNS remuns divided. The
lwaders ol the

o the

through
jCo::Em'o:me

A bsitie Slralegy coulg

Capitalist class iir

| @ Cpening the

united response by the Eurgpean
working class to fight for common
objectives in aii the countrigs.
it is the tailure of thé preseni
keadership of the
ment to press for BUCh wunited
action, to Co-ordinate on an infer-
national leval the struggles of
WOrking peopia that has ieft Forg
workers in Cork, Ranks workers
in  Dublin and Limerick, De
Lorean workers in <eifast to fight
&lone. It i3 this iallure which
&liows Muitinational bosses o
Play off workers in one country

against their sisters ang brothers
iy _

elsewher

Pan could be drawn up
Convening 8 European
U with broad
representation o factory
delegates ond the rank and filg,

Such a

the cost of ving. .

aationals w0 tiveaten
Fedundancies and the national-
iIsation under Workers control

tirms threatening closure,
eloctiong

with
- automalic increases with rises in

books of mutti-

Ewrope that

in  these ~ Pecples bomss,
| Dum‘_aywmpmfmnmm

ihe interests of WOrTRING people: a
YOI@ tOr trude unwriss buttling
o Golendg wbs  and Hving

' uggling
10r eQuality for youlh fighting tor

€. We will be «IQuing the
for Working  people 1o
organise independuntly of the
Capitahist state
Parlics.  We.will be explaining
e newd

unite ail ‘those
Gxplonation ung oppression.

Peogies Democracy is 4 smaili
party of revoiut:onary Marxists.
We have very littie resources.
Wae don 't naveth&maamtosland
Candidates in theu_eioctima._ in
thiz situation we have decided o
Call lor the «iection of Sinn Fein
candid.des in all Consiituencies .
and 10 participate in l'la.mwgn_. '

fovoiution,

We have cecided 10 call for & voie
tor Sinn Fein as the clearest way
in  which WOrking people can

' 7. Opposition to the

People are not for
he election - of Sinn

N candidates will . send l:_
Mossage to the Workers of
| working people in
the Eurcpe of the

Ireland reject
the Europs in

for
slruggplet
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THE FORUM SELL-OUT

A rgading of ihe other sections of
this journal should convince
milltants that the effects ci EEC
membership are 10 Increass the
explodation of lreland by the
major capitalist powers. ! should
be evident that a policy of
collaboration with imperialism is
& concious strategy of Irish
capitalism  which  predates
membership of the EEC and that
this has meant a steady erosion
of the limited political indep-
engence gamned in the 28 counties
by the war of independence. It
may not be quils 30 evidem
that tha recant report of the new
ireland  Forum represenis a
chinax to that slrategy. in
{att it 1eprosents a final retrest by
irish capitalism from even token
isadership of the struggle for
unity and naticnat impeudal:m.-

The debates of the Forum gave
plenty of warnlng that this would
be the dutcome. . It oxcluded,
Sinn Fein,the’ m.apr orgm:satlon
actually {ighting'for i7jsh unity. J§
bryshud tha
the consiBtant Cenial of thelr
rights under the carpet. it invited
Unionist . and Loyahist Racks to
Dublin and treated with grava

consideraton thair danunciatibm :~'

of Irish unmity gnd ignored

reports by its, own wcretarlw‘ on

the disasterous . ' eccnamic

mnseqhems of panmm n

'&! ¢ S0NOMig
: §

favour "I,z
on Charies

Impress
cartar, haad at ths flcrthera
iraland Economic -Cauncil, .
came the DOybHn to ;tell the
Forum ‘Irish unity mnp!y o't
(The fact that Sir Char!2s
'Il unabla o get
Iretand.' 1o work 23 an ecqnomic,
entity does not appear to effect

hlu quahﬂutma as ap wapmt).

The heavy a!rm oq Lha urdtsry
state In the romrt has causad
some confusion but “Garret [Fitz-
gerald was a pains 1o gigpal this.
within hours of the réparts
pubncatim 5 obyious
that this was a'!th topping'

represeniing vague ho and®
murationl wmcn woul help fo

nlon and retain
TZSs support the National
parties. in practica  irish
capitalivte were to join with
Britain In azccerancy of the
Unionict veilo enu support for

confuse public

- 2egterian reaction in the North.

“*hidden

Press: leaks give’

Fitzgerald's
egonda’. -

Unity meant
united raprwclon united. laws
and united exp lona'hon of workers
Mmh and Snuth

" FIANNA FAIL SPLIT

Karl Marx said thet ‘History
pats itoolf, tho second tims as
. Heughay's act as
De Valora to the Forum's
Treaty and hig ingistence on
& unitary state might convince

farce'.

“gome that a section of Irigh

orthern minority -

capitalism holds firm to the cali
for national unity. In fact the
divigion Is much amaller. Fianna
~ail bellave that they must hold to

the rheteric of unity if they ero 1o

rataln thaelr mass base. in fast
this ingistence on a unitary siate
is new - found. Haughey is on
record as promoting other optians

gva .and his reovd of colliaboration Is

‘Nmnﬁm |

equaiiv a3 baﬂ =2 Fine QGasls.

Marg g ﬂﬂntﬁy the practical
aspcote, of the Forum  report

ham son with us for come

| Iiﬂﬁ. Rafusn? of d¢ ocratic rights

8lan Fola, czsurily collab-
cr:":n extragdition ond .a new
‘Crimina! Justica’ DI which
_2osies 2l the worst aspects of
repressive lsgisiation in the Morth
(nciuding tho informer system)
and denia & death-biow to
democratic righte. - Flanna Fall
have either opt silcnt about
these moasures or cnthusiast-
ically supnorted them.

BRITISH CONTEMPT

_The Unioniots have oreeted the

A3

report  with  abute and the
Britieh (Criticised in the report for
‘crisiza management’ but not
-targetad 2s'the prima cause of the
Northern viclence) with contempt

' system

They appear to be considering
minimal concessions{(such as an
Anglo-lrish talking shop) In
return for firm support for
partition and the effective
axtension of the British sacumy ,

th hout all
mﬁn are alm

counties.

 interested in uaina how close

they can push the South to

membership of NATO. However o
historically they have nct been

o . grant even minimal -
conceasions and the security of -
their base amongst the Unionists
remains paramount.

Further negociations carry great
rigks, aspecially for the Irish
cepitalists, and the fact that their
utity around the forum report has
proved 10 be a sham will further
weaken tham. No-one can doubt
that a new level of political
capitulation to Britain at a time
whan Irish capitalism Is trying
0 force major cutbacks in the
standard of living of the Irish
working class will lead 10 massive

confrontation and sacial
convuision.
LEADERSHIP

The final outcome of this battle
will depend on the leadership
and political conciousnsss that
anti-imparialists and socialists
are able to provide. immediately
this means being able tc provide a
palitical alternative to the Forum.
We in Peoples belleve
that the cali for a Constitusnt
Agsembly should be the ‘Inain
slement, of such an alternative.

This presents an Immediate
series of tasks; the unifying of ali
the dermmmc anti-imperialist
fercas in lralm'nd gaining mals
support for-these forcu bringing
together a Constituent Assamh!y-
ang’ launching a campaign of
:}ss action 40 push out the
ish and bring down the
pertitionist assemblies in Doth
partsof ireland.  ° »
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The best groundwork for Such &
programme wouid be substantial
victories for Sinn Fein in ehe
European elections. But it Yrould
be chiy a groundwori, - Sinn Fain

have not presented an alternative

political strategy to ihe Forum,
have effsctively upposed united
action and have yet to link thelr
electoralist strategy to 8 strategy
of mass action. Howevar
victories in the alection weuld fuel
the leftward drift and (ncrease
the pressure for mass astion.

SOCIALIST ROLE

- Socialist have @ speciﬂc rple 1o
. play. A Constitusnt Assembly
o would be lgrgely an alliance of

el patty-bourgois and woiking-class

veould
indepenasant,

and 0

the

forces
require

organised power of the working
clzas, The task of socielists is to
unify the potitical and &conomic
struggles of the class and in the
process creato a raal independent
anti-imperialist party of iha
working clacs.

British imperialism and Irish
capitalism are determined 10

Jaunch Cscisive attacks against

irish workers. Sut the attacks
smack of desp.retion after 15
years in which they have been
unablo to orush the asperation for

_' unity ond natienal independence.

They themselves are caught In
(he cricia to fuch an exient
that iriah capitalists are unable 10
present a common front nor is
Gritian ecasily able to o offer
aven formal concessions (0 ease
their taak.

The anti-imperialist movement
has to swing into action itsetf

and fight for a Constituent
Asgcembly. The Irish peopie
remain .unbowed and are

increasingly moving towards the
anti-imperialist movement. The
Rapubt movement has begun
a remarkable political evolution
but revolutionary socialist move-
ments like Peoples Democracy,
becuuse o©f their programme,
can play a pivotal role by
fighting for unity and masa aclion
and working with other sections
of the working-class movemen! 10
pring together the strands of the
mass revolutionary party, These
are not tasks for the next 10
or 20 years. They are lasks for
todayl

R - o
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Revolutionaries
answer Keagan

;'-’:.vait'ab!u from: Horizon Books, Avoca Park, Belfa |
a2, Clanawley Roed, Killester, Dublin RN I
108, O'Malley Park, Limerick.

i

i

i

prics 36 pence




BOOK REVIEWS

— e e ——————— - ———

- — n

e— e

ARMING THE
PROTESTANTS

Arming the Protestants: The
Formation of the Ulster
Constabulary and the Royasl
Ulster Constabulary 1620-27
Michael Farrell, Pluto Press
(London), 1983. £7.85

This book 18 assential reading for
anyone who wants to know about
the nature of Northern iretand.
Michael Farrell has produced a
detailed and closely argued work.
A careiul reading will be reward-
ad with a greater understanding
of the background to today's

Sinca its publication there have
besn many attempts to refute the
work but none of the critics have
succeeded. The attempts vary
from niggling and Inascurate
objections (Roman Fanning) or
simpie reassertions of the myths
ihat the bouk debunks (P Wood-
ward). e

The reason for these attacks is
quile simple. 'Arming the Pro-
tustants’ completely refuies the
"iwo-pations’ philesophy which
sarves as the justificuilon for
many British and 23-Counly
poiicies on the North. It shows
that Northern ireland was not
‘created as a result of a enionist
‘nationalism' opposed to that o
the majority. It ig truo that like
the Nationalist moveiment, union-
iIsm was an allciass siliance,
Uniike It, this alliancsy was
empioyed 16 reinforce the status
Quo against even the possibility of
revolution. The state that came
from it was dominated by coun-
terrevolutionary Interosts. More
importantly none of this was
spontanacus. Aithough the union-
ists sometimes acted on tha!ir own
initiative, it was always within a
context of British encouragement
and support.

Significantly f(or the politics
of teday, when attacks on the
demosratic rights of Sinn Fein are
justified by the IRA's violence,
Michgal Farrell shows graphically
how the unioniste were wiliing to
use violsnce at every step. ihe
British rote was to collaborate in
the formation of loyalist terror
groups, then to change the law to
lagitimise that viclence and final-
ly to integrate the terror groups
into tho stete apparatus.

Another sir argument against
those who call for ‘geit-determi-
nation’ {or unignists was the role
of the state in preserving en arti-
ficial clagss alliance. After perti-
tion sectarianismi becams more
ang more ly ingrained in
industry and inistration. The
Specials not only provided an
extra source of incomo but the
public demonstration of Protesi-
ant armed supremecy and their
exemption irom logal rostraints.
The British quictly provided the
moeney for al! this, even wihen the
Specicls were wveed 1o threaten
armed redellion over the toun-
dary commiasion r~port.

A ollen doveioped of a jotkey-
ing for positicn betwsen the Brit-
ish imperinliste, the unionist cai-
taliats and their plolian loyatist
wing.  Ezach got something:
the Gritlsh a scocures base from
which thay could oversca and il
nocassary Gootebilise the South.
The Ulstar brsses & subserviont
‘workforce and the loyalist
clabs an unstated contrect which
oromisad that, no matter how
poor their conditionz, tha Netlon-
glists would alwoys D8 more
impovarizhed.

One etrildng olemant of the book
is tho total absenco of 2ny altempt
to conciliate tha Nationalist
minority. indesd tha most often

quoted example of conciliation-

the ofter of ona third of the piaces
in the RUC to the minority — is
shown {0 -have been a pragmatic
decigion based partly on econo-
mics (it saved on sions for
maintly catholic RIC men) and
sirategic (the need for experience
and local knowledgs.}

Of course there are weaknesses.
The chosen limits of the wark
exclude major aspects of the
social background. The increas-

. Ing economic need for the B Spe-

cials allowance as & subsidy for
low wages is only hinted at. More
generally, analysis of: the po-
groms against catholics in the
shipyards shouid - mention that
they occurred just in time to abort
a campaign for a minimum week-
ly wago of £5. The book could be
easler to follow. The sheer mass
of detail appears 1o suggest that

different policies. or different
decisions by  individuals might
have changed the pattern. Even-

tuaily the evidence uncovers the

class forces acting to maintain the

ﬁnmm. but the process takes
me.

Hone of this alters the fact that
the boolt is a real work of original
scholarship that presenis an
unanewerable case against parti-
ticn. But this. is not the oniy
theme in the book. "Arming the
Protestants’ also goes into consi-
derable detaill about the response
of he Southern capitalists.

To some extent it rescues’ the
roputation of Collins, and shows
that he was genuinely opposed
to partition. But it also shows that
he never fully understood ths ex-
tont of the deal with Britain that
the Treaty represented. It must
be 2 major embarrassment 1o
today's blueshirts to have it prov-
ed that they armed, financed and
organised the IRA in the North.
They ware not long however in
cloaring up this contradiction
and a new pattern emerged.

This pattern was one of capitula-
tion to imperialism, ruthiess
epprassion of the Southern work-
ing class and Republicans and
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public denunciation of unionism
linked to a private willingness to
negociate and to  underwrite
glements of the Northern reac-
tion. In the period following the
Forum Report, ‘Arming the
Protestants’ should be a weapon
in the struggle and it should be
closely studied by anti-imperiatist
militants.

PUIMGEIG § ooy BVEg ¥ ¥

The British in Ireland: 8 suitable

case for withdrawal
Geofirey Bell. Pluto Press,

(London}. 1934 £2.85.

This small vﬁlum&'w the latest in
Pluto Press’ ‘Arguments for
Socialism® serias. 1t is directad at
a very specificaudience — British
socialists — and-tackies the major
-exiyses which ‘the British lelt
have otfered for abstaining,

evading .. ignoririg, or oppeosing

the, movement for Irish national ' ‘theory; the ‘two-nations' thaory;

“thoe
freland Labour Pzri

hiberation. - Geoff "Ball's gredsne -

tials for the jobr are solid. An:lrish
socialist who has-{ived in England
for many years, Bell has main-
tained a consistent involvement in
the Irish solidarity movement.
Now active in the British Labour
Party, Bell's latest challenge to
the Brilish Lahow mwemt ia
well aimed. -

The book is basad on the premise

that the ‘irish question’ is a criti-

cat one for British soclalists — not
just in terms of their responsibili-
ties L0 their Irish sigters and bro-
thers, but in re?arél to the haalthy
de\relnpmmt of the iabour move-
ment in Britain itself. B8c¢'| staies
sharply that today, as in tho days
of Marx, the Chartists, and thg
Levellers, 1L
nationalism begins with Irelend.”’
tdot only is support for uincondi-
tional and complete British with-
drawal an act of genuine solidar-
ity with the lrish working class, it
would also concretely advanca tha
interests of the British iabour
movoment.

For axample, Northern -lreland
would no loager provide a train-
ing ground for socurity meihod3
which could eventually be used
against the British working class.

Referring to the Malvinas War,
he says ‘‘what wag diaplayed 89

*‘the fight for inter~

. cleariy in that period was just how
~deep are the rootgs of national

chauvinism in the Sritish working
class. The strength of this preju-

“dice makes socialism hard to

imaginse in Britain''. **... interna-
tionalism cannot be an cccasional
fuxury ..."

Ball tackies the reticance of the
British '=ft to dea! with the ‘irish
problem’ by approaching it as
‘tha problem of thn British left’.
Aithough thoro he:, always been a
mindrity curreni iy the British
Lebour Party which hes teken &
flrin and grincipled stand for lrigh
freadom, ‘‘tha gonsral mood
both at icadorghip lave! and in the
rank and {ile was one of Indifie-
renca.’” -

2sil outiines the currents of dis-
cucsion which developed and
ghaped tha orientation of the left
gincs the beginning of the Civil
Rights movement: the Commuist
Party's ‘ravolution by stages’

Northern
the '‘Better
Nona of

calls for @

L9 tor AN’ mp&igﬂ

these forinuias hes stood up to the

réalities of irich politiss.

(a2 1881, the British Labour Party
iasusd its firs? deteilad statement
on lrcland in ovor C0 years, Indi-
cating, saye Bell, that "Northern
irgland had al ‘ﬁst come in from
the suter limits of British social-
ism and penatrated the consclous-
neas of the Labour Party itself'’,

Bail balloves that this dabate
nseds o0 G2 Informed by the les-
sons of Irish histerv and particu-
larly those that cen. o around ths
Home Kulo orizic. At this time
parliamentary  maljoritles  were
ichorad gnd the Gritich ruling

" Giaes revortad back 1o ~slience on

its army and glher i‘orm of lis
gtate. A colulory lesson for sooial-
ot evar whare wha raly on parli-
amant ez aroad io progress.

Undertying his ergument that this
I8 not just an historical irrelevan-
cy, Bell then refers 1o more recent
examples of democratic norma
belng expadientiy dispcnsed with

Brltisl'l rule in the North of Ire-
lmd has besn m}awaed uim
1968.

Bell credits the Republican Move-
n'lent with having learnt these

“from the

lessons above all others. He lays
the responsibility for the present
arimed contlict firmly at Britain’s
door, an unequivocably and
uncenditionally defends the right
of the IRA to use whatever
means they see fit {0 win their
liberation.

. This is a principled position and

the fundamental issue for the soli-
darity movement in the oppressor
nation. However, while . putting
the Pepublican Movement's aasa
Bell seems to be unwilling 1

differentiate himself from tho;,,
militaristic premises of
“Republicanism. He appears to

moro

dismiss the effectivencss of elec-
toral and other political tactics in
favour of military ones:
Provisionals could hardly
biamed for concluding

o i i N
- R
that if they .
wanled to infivence the British, "

olaction successes were nothing

compared to the which

came from the barrel of a gun.”

“*The harsh trueth is that violence
irish has evoked a
response from the British, where-
&8 peaceiu! methods of protest
tend to be greeted with indiffe-

rance.'’ We in Peoples .Demac- -
racy would argue that the recenf

eiectora! successes of Sinn Fein
have advanced the struggie more
thes the IRA'e mititary campaign.

e goes on to examine the rela-

twenship betwesn irish socialists
and ihe national struggle, and
here Bell makes a critical dasmci S

ticn, BT R

““To say that there hao alwa;is
been a democratic and interna-
tionalist sirand within - Irish
Fepublicanism does not necas-
sarily make il soclalist. What i
does is allow & socialist element to
exist within It, and potentially,
to dominate it.”’

Ho acknowledges
contradictions within the Republi-
can Movement, specifically the
contradiction hetwean an expres-
gad desire for mass participatory
politics and the secret conspira-

torial nature of the .JRA, but

makes '‘aplea ... (the aritush iaft)
not (to |udga) the Provisionals on
the basis of its own tactics, sira-

tggyorommns e
Me confrents the spectre of the

‘bicodbath theory' and perhaps
his most telling point  which

o s, & i

that there zre

gk

i
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shows up the weakness of loyal-
“Ism Is the question that in the
event of a Brilish withdrawal,
what POLITICAL aim would a
backiash have?

While Geoffrey Bell makes a
compelling case for a united Ire-
land, and for British socialists to
piay an activa part in bringing it
about, not all his arguments are
unassailable. While he refutes
any notion that Britain's motives
in ireland are honourable, he
discounts any economic motiva-
tion as a tactor for continved

o w W

involvement. British interests in
ireland are reduced to strategic
ones, and the fear of an ‘Irish
Cuba’.

it is a book which raises some
questions which might not be
answered in quite the same way
by sccialisis in Ireland. Overall,
however, it puts the cause of &
United Socialist Ireland 10 those
vsho share a responsibility to fight
for It, the Britis" labour move-
ment. And it js wolcome for that
contribuiicn.

*a w &

A POVERTY OF
PHILOSOPHY

lrelandi and the European Comm-
unities, 10 Years o! Member-

ship. Edited by David Coombas
Macmillan, £20.00

Despite its price (£20), this book

is a valuable handbook for
opponents of imperialism who
wént to research the EEC and
a tribuiea 10 the considerable
research work and statistical
analysis by the Irish academics
who contributed to ths gories
of articies. It is aleo 2 monumen?
to the dominance of imperialist
ideciogy in academic circles and
their tallure to presant a ssrious
political analysis of Ireland’s
relationship with the EEC.In anite
of this the book shows ¢ -aphically
the immense dar"m that
membership has done to the Irich
pecple and the lack of an

alternative sirategy among tha
irish capitalist parties.

The absence of politicel analysls
somatimes leads to laughahis
results, The  editor In Ris

podant
issue being ireland as a small
country in association with big
countries. The nearect that we
come to l political anaiysis i3 in
the article : miz

CONSOQUENCEs
ship for Ireland’ (Alan Matthews)
when a ‘structuralist’ la right-
wing model of the EEC s
contrasted with a wn-paripmry
2 vaguely left-wing, modal

of EEC momber-

" Given this overall
weaknees the main valus of the

.

INDUSTRY

political

beok s In tho Individual areas of
regaarch covered by each article.
immediately a furthor glaring

weaxness becomes  evident.:
inductrial devslopment-the m?ln
or

membership — is not covered. A
gim ares of szcrocy — the axact

argument put forward

ration and contro!
exorcl
and their effectr on the lrish
€Conom :f - |3 blmdly ignored.
Cnly Matihows' . articls and
‘Reglcnal and !imla! policles’
(doan Hart anc Brigld Laffan)
deal with tiie wwous In very gene-
ral tarms.
tinual decline In native industry,
s contlnued ance on the
Erit'sh market and a tendency for

petivo Inveteors to invest outside

ireland. Multinational capital has
cons nothing to mest the unem-
pioymant crigis and is becoming
mero and more unstable. Masslve
profits to both native and multi-
nationa! capitalisis ars at the cost
¢f iroland amomm!c futurs,

AGRICULTURE

A similar siory is seen when you
manago to transiale the rether
ditllcult langusge of Fox and

Keamgy in ' impact of

by multinational firms

both show a con-

the Common Agricultural Policy”.
Maascive protits have been made
yet this has not led to any im-
provement of the industry In-
stead the amall farmer Is put
undor increasing pressure and
the working class {ace increased
food pricas.

INDEPENDENCE

Through aii the essays runs a real
precccupation which reflecis the
debate inside Southern capital-
ism. Membership of the EEC-
meant a real surrender of national
sovorsignty., From their position
of weakness Irish capitalists

that membership would
enable them to parform a sort of
ju-jitsu and become iess depen-
gent on Britain. Membership
would ercde partition and in a
Eurupean periiament Ireland
wou!d find a greater indepen-
doncs. In fact the EEC remains a
ramchackle ooilsction of nation-
states bound together {0 ensure
tho curvival of capitalism and

Avhers tha stronger nations prey

uoon the weaker. Partition has
not Lean eroded and now.
through the Forum report and the

Haagerup report, we saa both
Irizh capitalism and European

bursaucracy desperately trying (o
preserve it. More generally Irish
cnepes:

ty has ercded ali but the bare
screps of neuirality and even led
to a weakening of a traditional
policy of anti-colonialism. NATO
membership is delayed oniy by
tha capitalisis’ Inability to seil it
to the irish peopie, Howsver It is
clear from the book that the capi-
tuiation of irish capitalism to
imperialism does not date from
antry into the EEC but back to tha
Angio-lrish Frea Trade agree-
ment and beyond.

Tho academics draw a graphic
picture of collapse but are unable
to offer any soiution. This I8 hard-
ly surpriging in a book about
‘Ireland’ that deals only with the
26 Counties. However the book
remains a valuable research tool.
Try ari get it from your public
Whrary or if you are rich buy it

from owr bookahop. At the end of

the day perhaps Its most valuable
contribution will be an analysis
of public opinion showing grow-
Ing hostliity to the EEC, espec!-

ally ornong the young.



