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Lynch seeks mandate
to smash Resistance

"The incoming Government, in iis approisal of the Fritish White Paper will need the
unequivocal support of the people to deal firmly with the new situation as it developes™,
With those words Jack Lynch announced the Free State's Gener.l Election. The: resson for
it is clear - Pianna Fail want a fresh election victory, a recert indication of pepular
support so that they can launch a new, unparalleled wave off Teprescion against Repub-

liccens and Socialists, and do it in the name

of the people.

Iynch knows thot the White Paper will contain nothin; for the anti-unirpist
population of the Horth. The British, their pelitical "initiative” having fziled to
break the spirit of Resistance will then fall back on their usual answer - military force.
In this, 2s always, they will be supported by their trusty lap dog, the Irish Government.,

Iynch wante to be returned with a hefty
majority, for while Fine Gael supports the
same basic policy of repression they have
tended to slow up the passing of legislat-
ion in their anxiety fo appear as an opp-
osition. It took two bombs to hurry Fine
Gael into the voting lobbies to support the
amendment to the Offences Against ihe State
sct, but Iynch cannot try that triek again
without seriocus questions being asked by
the people in the South about whether
"honest Jock"™ is quite the innocent he malkes
out to be. Therefore he called the election.

But it has become clear that Lynch mis-
caleulated his support and when a Fine Gael-
Iabour Party alliance victory looked possib-
1c he promised improved welfare benefits.

It was obviously a panic election gesture.
It was remmrkable that after 16 years ol
continuous of:ice, Fianng Fail = onrld beo-
ome interested in working class welfare
just a week before the elections.

It will make 1itile difference to the
wotking class which group forms the next
Government. Iynch is not the "m:n of the
people" his election propaganda sug.ests,
but reither are Cosgrave or Corish. They
are all servants of the capitalicic and
imperialiste, Tiey have striven hard to

break the resistance to imperialism in the
Horth, they have been selling Ireland's
mineral wealth ic the Americans, encouraging
the collapse of the Irish language by neg-
lectin; the Gaeltacht, nd encouraging
capitalists, both Irish and foreign, to
exploit the Irish worker.

What then should Socizlists and Rep-
ublicans do in such 2 situation? El-etions
set clear tusks for revolutienary groups.
They focus the attention of the working
class on political issues. Therefore, under
normal conditions, it is the duty of rev-
olutionaries to take advantage of this sit-
uation and put their policies before the
people and, if pructical, to participate
in the election, In a revolutionary sit-
uation, on the other hond, it ia the cleer
duty of wevolutionaries to mount a boyecott.
Vertivs olass -tiontion should 4'er be
turned away frém the bourgeois mockery of
democracy and towards the building of the
workers' own organs of power, peoples'
assemblies, soviets.

Obviously the Free St=zte is not ina
revolutionary situation. What then has
been the reaction of the Republiean love-
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oMASH PHASE 2!

After all its pious mouthings about the low paid, the British Goverrnment has
initizted a campaign of propsganda and repression against those under-paid sections
of the working class who have dared to stand up against the.poy freeze. Ard.the TUC
hos refused to build a united movement iIn opposition to the measures, they have allowed
the Govermment's plan to pick off one section of the workifhy: class at 2 time to be

started.

The task now before the Briftish wrking class is to unite in strusgle against

the freeze. If the TUC will not organise action ther it will be for the workers
themselves to prepare such action. And workers in the six coumiies mst not shirk their
respnsibilities, they too must fight the freeze. Some are already deing so.

From March 1, hospital ancillary work-
ers in the north of Irelond will operate
a ban on overtime and a campaign of non-
cooveration with menagement. Selective
strikes in hospitals throughout the North
are also being planced. They must be supp
-orted. The Confederation of Health Service
Employees hos asked that students and child-
ren should refuse to be brought into
t ‘e hospitals as blackleg voluntary lzbour.

Put the fight againat the freeze ecan
orily be effective, for workers in individ-
ual industries, whether hospital workers,
eivil servants or gas men, and for the
working class as a whole, if a resclute and
united stand is made.

Civil servarnts in the =ix counties hawve
decided to be "responsible" and not to strike
in the present situation. But "responsib-
ility" does not win improvements in pay or
cuonditions. It is the Government that has
forced workers to take actiom, it is the
Government that must carry the can for the
effects of that action.

public sector

it present it is workers in some of the
most 1ll-paid occcupations that are putting
up the fight against the Tories, These,
such as the hospital workers and in Britain
the gas men, hove slso tended to be employed

But workera do not strike and lose pay for
fun, It is the refusal of employers to offer
workers g fair wage t at Teaves people with
no alternative but to strike. The hoepital
workers have mude it clear that they will
not place lives or health ir danger - but
that will not stop the propaganda.

poverty-stricken

Gas workers in England are already
feeling the effect of the Press's poison
pen. The "Red Mole", paper of the Internat-
ional Marxist Group, British Section of the
Fourth International, made these comments
on the Press campaign - "Fhe Daily M=il
called the tune for o well crchestronted
Bress hysteria by shrieking 'this strike
could kill', Charity ocrgarisstions urged
gas men to 'search their hearts' and sugs-
ested that half z million might be killed
off b the gas strike! This means that
half a million people in this country are
so poverty stricken that they will freeze
to death. Who is resporsible for that
scandal? Millions of people are findirg
themselves priced out of esseantiala, are
the gas workers responsible for that?

This is exactly what the gas workera are
fighting against and what the capitalist
class which the Tory Government leads has
created. Scon we will hear ahout desths.

Why haven't we heard chout then before?

They are an outra:se and they have been going

in the public sector and in essential servic-on all the iime. They occur because every
es, Bepause of this they are doubly oppressed government this country h-s had puts the

Being in the public scctor, the Government
hea had the power to clamp down direetly on
their pay demands. This power the Government

has not hesitated to use. Secondly, os essen-

tial service workers they have the full
power of the Press propaganda machine turn-
ed against them - “they endanger lives by
their reckless actions" etc etc.

\
SOLIDARITY WITH THE HOSPITAL
T womkRS !
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SHASH TIE FREEZEL
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profits of the capitalistis befrnre the
gafety and living standards of the workirg
class".

In Britain, workers are prepariny for
g General Sirike. Workers in the six coun-
ties muat pive them fullest
support.

HEATH AFD THE IMFELTATISTS
MUST HE OPPOSED ON ALL FROITS!

SMASH THE FREEZEL
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Bayeait the Prapaganda Pell

The British Government continues to upholou the system that aliows toe Dnlonlst to
dictate the future of the mincrity in the six counties. The Border Poll's_result is
obvious, there could be no other cutcome in a state thats very exiswance is a gerry-
mander. But the Foll will previde an impertant propaganda scurce for Unionists.

They want to wave the result like a flag tc show how "demceratic" the six county
statelet is. But the will of the people of the Irish Nation must take pPracedence over
that of an artificially created majority. Self determinztion for the pecple of Ireland
as a wholc is the only real democracy, but it is a @ mocracy imperialism rejects.

This is why the Poll must be boycotted, anti-unionists must refuse to take part in

imp.rialism's divisive games.

It ig & favourite trick of bowrgecis
"Gemocratic™ Governments to put big issues

Their vicws were attacked. All discuss-
ions should be between the Farliaments,

on which they are confident of public supporthey were told, plebiscites might mean

toc the vote and proncunce the conclusion
democratic. Thus, in the Republic, Lynch
knew most of the =lectorate supported LEC
entry and a referendum was heldy In Brit-
ain, however, most people opposed the LEC
and no such vote was organised. Polls, the
Government stated, were not in the British
"tradition of democracy", they were not
constitutional. Scnehow they have managed
to tear themselves away from such rriociples
to "benefit" their Irish colony.

The Hulding-of
esriier British pclicy. The 1921 Treaty
rut forward the idea of a commission to
determize "in accordance with the wishes of
the inkzbitants...the beoundaries between
Nerthern Ireland ard the rost of Ireland",
The Grvernment appointed Crairman of the.
Commiesion decided that in law this did not
ntitle the Commission to held a poll. Had
h. decided otherwise, consid rable areas of
territory might have bken transferred Scuth.

the Border Fell centradic-that there can be no chenge in

the dismembering of the U.K, Lord korrison,
Li:ader of the House of Comions, said, "this
is not a simple issue thet can be put to the
pecple which can be answered by ves or no'.
His arguments convinced the House. Only

6 k.F.s supported the amendment, all

Conservatives and Unionists supported
Morrison.

Today they have found it convenient
toc do an about turn. Whitelaw has atoted
that the purpose of the Foll "is to provide
the constit-
utional position of Northern Irelsnd as part
of the U.K. unless by the will of the mejordity
«»- of the pecple of Northern Ireland, "
# yes or no vote is ealled for.

Bourgecis standards of law znd order
and of democracy change with the recuirements

of the ruling class, Twent ears 5
“0ll was geened unconsti ﬁ%f%na fﬁ?‘t;en

it would have threztened the pousition of the
imperialists. Today the Foll is a useful

In 1949, the Ireland ict, recognising theed®Vice tc reassure their Unionist supporters.

republican status of the Scuthy was under
consideration at Westminster, It contained a
sub-section declaring that the North would
not cease tc be part of the U.K. "without
the consent of the Parlism nt of Northern
Irelanc". Scme li.k.s reasoncd that with
gerrymandering , the existence of the Senate,
which only reflected the composition of the
lower house after a period of time, and

the fact that the Crown , the British Home
Sceretary in other werds, could veio any
parliamentary decision, that a wote by the
people for a change and the ability of Parl-

F s ] k|
iament to carry fthis cut were very differents

Therefore they argued that the Treaty should
be amended sc that it should read that the
people rather than the Parliament had the
power to mske the decision.

The British are risking ncthing with
this poll. It is net a referendum, where
decisions are sent from Parliament o the
pecple for ratifieation, nor a plbiscite,
whereby the decision of the people is final.
It is merely a poll, n~ one is bound by it.

The Border Poll is a hideous pretence ,
put forward by the imperialists as if it
weuld effect cur lives., The Britisk Govern—
ment has the power to decide on U.K. terr-
itory and it alene. J4Ond it will be the

Eritish Governemtn that decides when it
has had enough, when it will be time

for imperialism to relinguish power cver
the six counties.

SELF LATERMINATION FCR THs IRISE NaTION!



lekler

A Chara, *

I regularly read the "Irish Trotskyist" and I was

"All dressed up and nowhere to go..." (I.T, Ro.d).

rather surprised by the article

As far s I'm concerned, @n import-

ant evolution has tak - n place in the Sinn Fein Ard Fheis, under the pressure of the
more militant cumainn, of the more politically conscious rand snd file.

This current, even not erystallised,
dominated the Ard Fheis not by its victory
in the votes but by its systematic oppos-
ition to the reforumist wing.

Your critiscism about the sticky conc-
eption of work with th: U.D.A. or any other
fascist organisation is correct, but you
don't mention that on the vote dealing with
this matfer, the Ard Fhels was split down
the middle (137 votes agzinst 137!) showing
g huge confusion in terms of the all-Ard
Fheis delegation, but also the birth of an
opposition to the traditicnsl Ard Comhairle
line!

The same thing can be said cbout the
denmunciation of the Communist Party of Ire-
land as reforsist, of the twe =salges theory,
end that if Official propagenda slanders
the Provisiornal Alliznce , sev ral Cumainnt
hzve propossd to cease these attacks, stress-
ing thet ths real enemy is British Imperial-
iam.

Apart from that, the faet that the book-
stall was dominated by Trotskyist litersture,
E. Mandel, J. Novack..., 8nd that a member

Lynch's Mmndate; from front page/

The Brovisionals first hesitated, then
decided to boycott. They reacted as a s
they were sshamed of their policies and
were not prepared to put their he%iefs
before the el.ctorste, fearing failure

at the polls.

The Officials, in marked contrast to
their pclicies in the North, rescted
with confidence against the manceuvres
of the capitalists. They have mounted

a sizeable election campaign putting
Torwar! their policies.

Because of this, and because a vote to
the Republican Movement is a vote against

repression, the Revolutionary Marxist
Group has been supporting and talding an

active part in the Official's election
campaign,

To boyectt, to not expes: Lynch's position

to the working class, to not point the
way Swhris wgrklng ¢lass altgrnétiveg,

is to invite defeat by the capitalist g
strat gies,

of the French "Communist League (Fourth Inter-

national) was applaudcd when coming inte the
Ard Theis, ar: revesling the turnm of a con-

sistent fringe towards Reveolutionsry Social-
iem.

Finally, all "were dressed up" and
"some had somewhiore to go' but to succecd
they neecd a compass, what you Trotskyists
call a Centrslis.d Combat Fartyl

fratcrnally,

J, McA (Ardoyne).
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Graigs Dominion

B - RS — = P —_ T m—E.

On Wednesday, February 7, the forces of reaction tested their strenmgth, Industry and
business was brought to o standstill, intimidation and sectarian violence was widesprend
as loynlists rampaged. But Craig and compony got theix firngers badly burnt. Craig

found less support thin he expected.

He found that few middle class people, whose

suppurt is essential to every faseist, were behird him, He retreated and five days
later was talking about t e things protestanis and catholics had in common, about
neighbourly rel.tions, He even refe.red to the previous Wedresday's violence as
"senseless and stupid" - as near to a condermation of loyalist viclerce ever to come
from Craig. A& Dominion of Ulster was sugpested.

Craig envisaged = tre ty between "Ulste:fof cansing some confusion among the most

ad the U.K. safegusrding "vital British
interests". In other words, tue basis of
British Imperizlism - ownership of industry
and a virtunlly couplete control of the
ecoromy would remain, The only difference
would be thot Crzig aud his crories would

be frec to “"police" the six counties as they

wished.
sDLE

There can be no wistalking what lies
beneath Craig's talk of a comion allegiance
to Ulster. He mede it clear that his Domin-
ion would be no plsce for those who did mot
shure his rarrow loy:lties. Power sharing
would only cperate as lomy as "minority
groups have an allegizrce or some other
relationship with majority elements".

The reaction of the Ulster Loyalist
Council to the SDLP's offer of talks
illustrates this poirt. The ULC said the
SPDLP did not reyrcsent the working class
- its policies were too extremel But the
ULC were richt cvn one thing. The SDLP dees
not represent oy section of the working
class. No organisation with the interests
of the working class in mind would ecounten-
ance talks withn fascist like Craig. The
SDLE represents only the petit-bourgeoisie,
the middle class, of the minority, the
people who ask only that there be a stzble
society in which they cun get back to the
sericus business of making money. It is
upon these elements that fasciste thrive.

low and order

w. 2t promises does Craig give to the
working class? None., His only proudse is;
"lster nust emerye from this crisis with

a really surong corstitution; and and Govern-

ment that corries out tough law and order
policies". That needs no explanation., But
the Press hi.s chosen io give Craig's

speech a rosey glow of moderation - emphas-
ising the wention of common links between
protestants  nd catholics. 1t gowve a wholly
false imoression but it did have the effect

blindly sectariw of Craip's supporters,
But Craig ard the fascism he peddles is
not easily destroyed.

faacists

Fasciste feeds ofi the fenrs of the
petit-bourgeoisie, the small business men,
the middle elazss, and uses the lumpen-
proletariat, the thugs and the work-shy.
Craig's change of strategy was designed .
to win back middle class support lost
it the excesses of the strike, but in
doiry so he lost some of the lumpen-
proletari:t support. But Craig is a skill-
ful operator and his appeal to loyalists,
b th middle and working class is strong.
While tht contirues he poses a threat to
the entire workirg class.

independence

Recently Craig has been putting
forward a collectior of Tijures to show
tint an independent aix counties could
work economically. But his sponroach ns
been too simple. Yet Croig is o cumning
politicizn and undoubtedly vot = stupid
man, He paints only hakf the picture in
his propagard~ to the working closs. The
reason why is simple, If the protestrnt
working class was to clerrly ubderstznd
the economic =nd political relationship
between Britain and the six couw-ties,
the capitalistic expleitation and the
role of the unionist politiei-ns, then
they would reject Craig as surely o8 they
would reject imperialism. That Britain
takes between  A00m ond J00m in profit
from six county industries does not
aprear in his figures. There is nothing
in his statements ahout the expleitaticon
of the working class by irdustrinlists,
nothin,, <bout the poor corditions of the
working classa that form an intgral paxrt
of the capitalist system. For it is the
capitalists that Craig represcnts. He
is the man who prordaes them a new
capitalist stability so that they can
exploit freely - he is the fascist/

eontimued next paje:



raig's Dominion; from page five/

gut wh-t would be the realities of
ralit's Tls ter Dominion. There are two
ngaibilities, Bither a ne otizted indepen-
erce with Britain, The six counties would
hen become a neo-colony, controlled scon-
mically, and that means pelitically as well,
v Britain. Craig would zssume the role
f Britoin's strutiing governor. Or Britain
ight leave "Ulster" to its own fate. un
nstable region on the edge of the BEC, it
ight not be conaidered = grext lo=a, With
rveatment in industry drying up economic
izaster would loont. Craig would be diciat-

There is only ono way forward for the

or of an economic wreck. Sweeping govemr
ment control of every aspect of life would
be taken in order to stabilise the econ-
ciy on behalf of the ecapitalists. All
workers' organisations would have to be
amzghed for their would be ne room for
protest in Craig's Dominion, That is how
fascism workas. Complete goverrment control
in the intercsts of the eapitaliasts. This
would be 1 likely development in the case
of the first a'ternntive also if astability
were to be muintained.

That is what Crais would have in store
for ua., That is why he is anti-working class
why he and his ideoclogy must be smashed.

working class of the six and of the

twenty six counties - the Workers' Republic, free of cipitalist

expleoitation, organised for and

by the working class,

Comrades! workers!
It is necessary to read
"IE15H THUTSAYIST™
-regularly!

And see the F1GUCGH
BOUL SLERVICL stand in
Castle Street every

saturday afternoon!

From Flough book service;
pARELTST REVIEW NU.2
articles dinclude;

Bire Nua - a critique.
Fennells ' third Heieh.
The Two Nztions Logua.

and a ducwaent of the bocialisp
Farty of Ireland explaining the
origins and polities of tle

group forued with the cooperation
of Comnolly in 1904,

also Trotsky on nationel self-
ceteruwination and published for
the first tiwe in English.
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THE
REVOLUTIONARY
MARXIST GROUP

Hevolutionary socialist organization in sali
darity with Fourth International,
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