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There c 3 bo mo doubt that the last
year haf witnessed 3 oew upsorge in the
militancy of the anti-snisnist resist-
ance, laying the kaals for a potent-
ially sass resurgence aguimst British

in particilar, since the Relatives
iction Cossittes (RAC)'s dessmytrations
in Amgust, the rlsing tide of struggle
has dealt & series of bBlows againstc
Dritain's intention of criminglising,
isolating and repressing the reslstance,
The origingl protests sgainst the rem-
oval af political status have hlassoned
over into growing spentarsous mobiliz-
ations in a mmmber of areas agalnst the
British Army Etgelf; so that, ome wear
aon froa the removal of political status
amd the lormatlion of the HAC, the issue
of political prizeners bas bees showh
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te be indizselobly linked to the strug-
gle to drive out the Tarces of occupat-
iom.

And the reason is clear: politicgl
BTATUE waus woo as part and parcel of
the mass strugeEle against British sco-
upaticny it can enly be regained in

T

I of ordinary Protestant workers that

the

real
eaning

2&3

Accopding to Conor Cruize DPRrien drtiz-
les 2 gnd 3 af the I237 Constleution

which clalm jurlsdl¢tion ower the & Coun-

tles, are a major bhatacle to_a paace-—
ful gottlement of the cenflict in the
¥orth. The nub of his argument 1s
that these atricles are seen by

the Protastant commumity as a ©ype
aof Saothern "imperdalist! threat ta
their independonce and llberty. It
follaws, in O'Brisn’s view, that the
repeal of these articles would go s
leng way towards pacifying the loyal-
1zts and reconciling them to pewer—
sharing and reconcilistion with the
Houth.

PMIHLE-THINK

As with mogt of Orfrien®s vicws an the
Warth, this argueent is beged on half-
truths and doubde-think.

Offrien trles to peae gs oo great ldber-
al who fearlessly defends the rights of
the Protestant commnity against threats
af "Gresp Fascisa. Dt be carafully
avoids asking what ic ls about the
articles that frightens the Pratest-
amts so much. The truth iz that the
laralist politicians - for thedir own
cymical pods - are abls to make cap-
ital out of them only becausze they
represent the claime of a clerlcally
daminated, sconamically backwand
gtate. It is the legitingte faars

their meligions belisfs and ecenamic
galns are in donger =o long az the
Sapthern state claims juriadiction

oyer Che Morth that glves the rant-

ing of squslly bigated anti-werking
class politiclans, any shred of erad-
ibdility.

30 long as the Bouth remsins a Mgoor-
been republic!  the repeal of Artic-
les 2 and 3 could have little affect

an the ability of Paisley, Balrd, wWest
and oo, ta whip op the fears of Prat-
astant workers, The hidstory of tha
period from I[922 ta I93T when che

Frae State made na elaim to the Korth
iz amplea preocf of this. —So

if D' 0rien was really serlous about
defending the rights af the Prot-

estant community his {irat sarget

for attick woold he clericalism and
economic backvardnessa.

Wbat in OfBrien®s record on these iss-
uas? Like gll politigisns he 1l adept
at makimg verbal breadsides at clerical
contral but io practice delng mothine,
For exmample during the Comtraception
row in 1375 wlen Coszrave vated ag-
alngt hiy own goverpgent, 0VHrico wes in
an Ldeal position to make a real protest
by mesigning and pefusing to serve onder
a Lathalic Bigot like Cesgrave... Lasbead
he subsrdinsted the Flght agalnst cler=

izalism to the fight amainst HThs Provos',

Tha shallowness af 0'Ocisnts 1iberalism
iz axpesged Br the Ffact that in order
to defend reliedious Libercy he makes

al alliance with religions bigots. The
truth is that 010rien is really inter=-
eated, pot in defepdine the interests
of Protestants, htot in using thelr lears
craatad by the Tgombeen men? and their
allies like OtHrien - to underdilsne the
strugrle against British Imperislism,

A HALF TRUTH

If The Provestant commmity is afrald
of Articles 2 and 3 it is not primar-
ily bacause they pese a threat o rel-
igious Liberty and ecomomic presperity.
Hare iz where 0tBEricn's half-testh
comes ip, The morthern statelet is
itself a theroughly bigated inscitut-
ion, and seme af the worst and moat
alatant axanples of seclal injustice
in Europs are to bhe found there. The
real reason why the Frotestants are sa
veliedantly oppased to the clalns of che
Youth is that partitfion reinforced the
“sectardan privileges of gll sections of
tl'f:i Protgstant commmity. Acticles 2
and } although of purely formal pignif-
leanes - thase whe tr7 to act ik accecd-
ane: with their logle will sean find
theiiselves danced wpon by the Beavy
ang - drauw attention to the fact that
e

the context of this strugele, It is
the cantral issue which makes clear
the meal matare of the Ikdlsh war,-

oot betwsell Twe communities dostln ted
b Tpangstaral and tpadfathars?, but
a war of mationgl liberption. The
fight to regedn it cammot b ssparated

the mass of 1righ peopls hawe never
accepbed partition and the sectarian
privileges of the Northern Protwstant
copmnity that go along with it.  This
is the real resson why Articles 2
gnd 3 are onatbems te loyalists and
Inionists of cvery strips. Thus we
g@@ that OTHrien’s threadbare Liber-
alise lrads Juim to & eltuaticn wiets
be btacks the most clearicallst and
zombeon elements in the Scuth and
tries to give a carte-blanche ta

the sectarian practices of the Six-
County atatelet.

FIGHT LOYALLSM

Hobody shauld ke foaled by what a
policy of comciliition tovards loy=
alism can achiews. Sush a palicy

was elowted €0 a strategy by the
SILF aid the Seuthern govertment

in the pariod from the W0 strike

ta the Copventien plections. Cos-
grave anpounced that the wiolence

of the Hortherm Cathelics was kill-
ing the Southts desire for units
Coopey aid Fitzferald called fer toe
ahelition of Articles 2 e7d3 and a
refarn af the Constitutlony the Crin-
inal Law Jurizdictien BELL yas fneroducec
gnd censorghip was stepped up; Repulb-
licans were heupdedy The SDLF neoeed
sawards acceptaoce of the RUC and
PR gtc. ebts..- and what happeped;
Were the lovslists appeassed? Mot at
Il, Uno tha contrary they drew
gtrength apd unity tfrom thess con-
cesslana, winpoing two dverwhelning
glection victerlss (Westoinster
Qetober PTRE and the Conventian

May P75, cand lamnching o serdes af
furions sectarial sssasgingtians.

Tha way to fight loyalism is not
througlt appeasemant Ttut by chall=
enging its sectarian privilages.

This must be dome first and foce=
nogt by the Cathollic minerity
demanding itz rights, Dut the
Northern minorlty calllot win on

ifs awnl = it paeds the belp of

the Sautherr workers and small farn-
ard, Articles 2 apd 3. althaush

they have anly o tormal silegnificance
Tor poalicicians fram Tev to Cesgrave,
are & declaration by the Southern nasses
that they support the demands af the
Rarthern minority,

That iz why bourgeais politicisns of
every porauasion want ot get rld of
Articles 2 anod 35 that is why Social-
lsts who defond democratic rights
defand Articles 2 and 3 tooth and mail,

NARA MAGEW(T
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rram that wars Thus, in August,the RAC
demoristrgtiong led €0 barricades bedne
erected in maly areas of Belfasts =
the real devolepment of the fightback
is againzt the barrgcks of British ooe-
upatian.

TURF LOOGE

A ceuple of months Later, the women
af Torf Lodge began their herolc att—
empts o drive the Army out of the
ared, In the weke of the shooting of
fandy Lynch, the murder of 13-year—ald
Brign Stewart, and o mmber of other
atrecitios. & serles af spontymeons
mobilizations by these women repelled
suceessive mini=-"Hotorman™ cperations
by the Army afd cassed u flurcy of
chags in the ranks of the Telscted
represantativea?,

e Allignce Party coumcillor dam-
anded the withdrawal of plastic bull-
etg = one of which had kllled Brisn
Ftevart - only te be promptly disowned
by his Furty bogs, 0liver ¥apier,
Paddy Dowlin of the SOLP did not miss
the opportunity edither: when & goldiers
were charged with burning dewn = Gad
club in-che Whiterock, Deviin zzcused
the At of bedne responsibls for 3
other zuch buroings, Host Iaportant
of all, when thes "Peace at any pricet
brigade tried to use the sitiuatios,
thoy weie driven out of Turf Lodge and
forced to revesl thelir true colours -
blanket suppert for the Army, RIT, UDR.

SPREADTHG ACTION

The elgnificance of Turf Lodge can~
Bt be everestimted. By directing
their strugele against the real enesy,
the British trosps, the ldcal people
cut right through British propagands
deslgned to depoliticise and crimingl-
ise the resistance, utterly sxposing
the hypocrisy of the Pouce Movensnt
and thelr reformist back ers in the
ghettoss,~ the Bepublican lubs,

By spantaneously acting tomather,
setting up an Action Commdttes and 7
relving oo mobiltsations on the
trects. they revealsd the latent
depth of the mass reslstance and t
capacity fo act eutside the ripid
condibes inpesed by the Provisianal
leadership. Thew scted a3 ub exampls
to other ghettoes.

Thus,in the Hew lodge area, after
o particulardly brotsl beating br the
ATITY, il action committon was init-
Lated to mobilise agmins: militare
represalon. In Ardovee, boilding
workers hawe gone oo strile agziost
Army harassment. Th the Boral Vict-
orla Haspital, thers Have been a
mumher of protest motion: by the
wvirbers domanding the remaval el a
filitary post in the hozpital
grouncs, In the Clonard, after Frank
Hoyna died of & beart attack, Faédy
bewlin scouded the Paras of murdar,
dematded the withdrasel of their
raginent, and cplled for & full eng-
uiry, 94% of the peoples in the ¢lon="%
ard ‘slgoed a petltion demanding the
the withdrawal of the Paras and lmgan

[ E:un!sa Their own seli-detonce
with barricades. Mareawr,in Datry,
the Irish Front - composed of the
Frevos, IRSP, remmabts af the Hatloo-
alist Party and individuals from the
Republican Clobs = has as its cancral
cemands the withdrawal of troops aod
freedon for pelitical pelsoncrs,

FRITAINYS FATLIRE TO CRUGH RESITSTANCE

Wey has this upsurge on the strects
dovelaped In the last 6 oonths?
Despite mounting repression - cmaps-
oncy legislation in the 26 Comneles,
strgngthening and rearmlng the ROD aid

UDR, massive prison-building programme, |

removal of political status - Hritain
has been totelly unalble to patch tog—

ether any povermental apreerent bot-

ween the Cnionists and the SDLP,

All Britain's talk of "sorting it
gut yourselven® has been accompanied
iy a rlsing level of terture aod bro-
Eality, but this has proved complately
insufficient to cow the anti-gniondst
Pazses lnto deswralisation. Indeed,
every attempt by Britain to step up
mpresslon has wen greeted by fresh
outbursts of militancy. The Army's
atirmpt te crush Turf Lodge and Bally-
murphy behind the cowr of the Peace
I-H-n.-ul;mm:h:tre a murderous fiasco.

i e La a growding crisis of
British rule in Ireland today, where
imperialism iz too wpak to inflict any
docizive defeat on the anti-unionist
Masses. Consequently, what the palic—
tidans 8f all parties politely refer
ta a5 A "political wacumm', veicing
carplaints about flack of pelitical
initigtive " from Rritain, io realice
rellects the growlog erisis of Brit—
1sh demimatian throughaut all Ireland,
4t a tine whon Dritish capitaltsm it-
':-e!f iz in deep crisis ower its imak—
Llity to inflict a defeat an its own
werking clasa,

REFUTLICAKS

.Jilt_u: the same time,this is alan
& crisis of the Rogublican leadorahips,

The Officizls hswve been utterly dis-
credicted 1n Beliast through thelr sup-
part for the fPeace? campaign; while
in Derry chey hawe daased te exiat as
an arganisatian:

Bt alse the Prowos have falled to
provide necessary lefderanip. They
have not chrown their whole weight ba=
bind the RAD e pive it the cruclal
direction aguinst the Hritish Armr and
ihatead have tended to dlvert the cam-
paizn [n;a. gssasainating prison wand-
eri). They hawe bean caught flatfooted
by the sharp strugecles developliog in
areas like Turf Lodge; they have not
tried to coprdinate these strugiles
inte mass unlted protests onm the
streets.

In An Phoblacht, Jangary 1ith, in
an-article; ™ Ancis.le cheiles HArits
Out!, there dz no hint of lpw te kick
them auty instead: PThiz month will
gep the greatest caipeign of publicity
gyer mountad by dinn Fein on thoe demand
Tor a British withdrawal [rem Lreland,
+«This iz the manth of the oreat inst=
ruction.'” The artlele goes on ta expl-
gin why the Hrits shonldnft be in Ire-
lard apd why Sinn Frints pragramm ds
correct. In shart, Sinn Fedn Limit
thenselves to propagands, with no rof=
erenoe to the strugeles unfolding, and
e atGempt to proegide the lead necess-
ary to genarplize these struseles.

IMPACT OF MASS STRIDCLE
Iy iz mot Zing Feln or the IRA that

vhave wept the reristancn bobbling.but

the militant determination of the mazs=
ea - thenselves. It is the reassertion
of the methads of muze struggle over
the last vear which has caussed turmoil
mat just inm the ranks of the Provos,
but ampngat Britiss collaboratera
throurhkaut Ireland,

A1 st lalt the delsgates at the
last ADLF confersnce wated far creap
withdrawal; Eritalnfs inabiliey ta
crugh the resistance is oltimetely
respanaible for the 1Later Lovalist
as ta take wp all questions af Deltish
ciipation, Irom the ATHY to unbomplov—
Meot and lwosing, end pravide 3 real :
andver ta the meeds of the oppressed
in the waole of Treland,

This =zort of unlced Lpsdersbip will
um.I'r_L-r: rilt through a process of day-
eloping wiity sround linkipg che mast
lutstandiog izsues af the day - in
particolar, political stotus aod Troops
Cut. The recont aferance of the Tetle
aroups E‘HH,ESP:PR,.‘?-'WH,&'.;M hea tarmed
af abtl-repreasion codmithee around
tl‘.e:s-T- demands, with the Intention of
dtawing in individual nilitapes by do-
wvolving dtself 1o lpcal struggles, try-
ing to coordingts thien, and basing ie-
s01f an the needs and oreanisation
0L these struggles. This exsmple of
unity is an exanple which mast be fol-
Lewmd a3 a erugial alemont of building
mads anti-isperizlist unity,

' NTKE PINTER




AFTER THE BUDGET AND THE 5thNWA

WORKERS STILL

NOT BEATEN

Feiruary 23 saw the acceptance by the
Irish Congreas Of Trade Unioss {(ICTO)
of the 1977 Xatiomal Wage Agrecment
(WAl While delepate after deleg-
ate trooped to the rostrun ta don-
cufice the deal for felling to keep
up with prices, ar for shifting tha
birden of the recaszioh on to the
backs of the workers, while the mij-
ority of those wha remain in favoup
of WwWiAt's remained tight-lipped and
silent. Thatts not surprizing as

it becomes increasingly difficule
for these trade unionigts To advoe=
ate such agresments as pabaceas to
woricers  feeling the bite of inflsc-
106, - Even Rugidhri Roberts agresd,
in saeking the ratification of Con-
gress, that Pipbody was claimin tiae
this pay=deal would guarastee Full
protection against increases in the
oot of living over the peried of
the agresment”. He went an to tell
the conferpnce that the budgetary
provizions for increased esployment
fell short of the measures consider-
ed hy Congress to be necessary and
putlined in their submizsion to the
Minister fer Finamce befere the Bud-
et

A PAY PAIBE

It would have bean mire hooest of
Faberts and ather apgresment suppert=
ors to teel the workers wvhat this
deal really im, 4 pay pause which
affaccively extends inte o pay fresge
for meny &f the wralor seactions of The
working clazs. The proposal for a I4
mohth agrecment which includes a 3
month paise o be followed by two
phased Inergases each of 28% plus 7.
The first ibBcrease will be paid ime—
odintely after the pause and will be
fallewed by a second lncrease 7 mooths
later. Each phase is subject to a
finiomé increpse of £2 2 week and 3
maximun of £4.13p,  Set against a vETY
bigh rate of laflstion of areund 204

and in the framework of highly restrice=

bve clauses, which demy the right to
wrkers te strike For equal pay the
abolition of anemalies. Toa undep-
stand bow the proposals for the T9TT
WWA cang To be hammered out, it is
meceEsary to @0 back ta July ISTe
abd the conclusion of the intepin
agresment far that year,

INBERY facam po

sexiality while many others react
in revulsion agpinst the sxploitation
of humgn scaxmality by blg business.

COVERNMENT AND HREAICRAT - MANCEUVRES

Tagred on a3 (davse 22 was o cammit-
ment by unlons and employers 9 mect
in Septonber T976, and discass the
possibility of o further agresment.
But af grester inportance Was anether
sormniement that hath snides would
meat the goyesnment far a secies of

ddscuzaions oo econodle and saciel strat-

egy, ‘Ihe trlpartite talks starced
on Detaber with Ofleary promizing

a £100m, package of taX CoNCGSsions
and a job creation programoe, i
thers was a pay [reege until the

gnd of 1977, These talks lumberad
o withaot any agteelwnt D81ng
rezched, Tor four weoks. Than '[.'..he
Employe —Labour coofersnce met In
Hoyenher 0 bazin dizcussions on

a wWaga pact.

These Tripartits talks werce Basd

to dups the workers inte thinking
that they were geing to b= allowsd
gom sav on the direceion of sooial
sod ecopedile palicy.  The postucings
af the Trade Union Hureousiacy wenot
& lang way to peinfercing thess mis-
takien concepcions of what theaa
talks really veprezented., FProd

of increased tax allewances (which
were only partially oer] and secial
walfare henefits along with postul-
ated plaos for a jabs creatien proc-
Tamme, wore cnough te buy off the
trade union leaders, even thoogh the
mudpet althcations bave fallen far
slhort of the rarssta they se=t.  Only
Bddis Lawless ol the Natiomal Eweciit-
fve pf the ITOWU was honsgt enough
ta point this out and czll on Aed-
mre @ reject the agresment, It
s alsg ipterssting te note Gt
the repart of the Kational Prices
Gommigaion, which was prepared some
montha back, was only rolsased gfter
the Fudget aod the slgning of the Nuda.

PROBLEMS FUR THE RMSSES

This latest agroement may poove
wry difficalt for the bisses To
held comther. These difficulties
will arise on 3 differenc lawels:

Al A vory scrong ssotor wilthin the
working clasa, the Public Servies
workers,  These have had ©0 endure

& movernment enbarge on all clains,
Thare is a great deal of unrest and
rlashes are likely to break out.

B:  Clesely commectad is the guest-
ion af egual pay for women = large
nmbers 28 whem wark in the public
seryice, -where the existence of
fgingle and married grades't is prov-
ing & Black toe the egualisation of
rates of pav. In the private sactar
alse, the use of the grading system
| thare by pla_!:t:i;:,g womin at the DRttam
of the wage scale) ls frustrating
nany thousands of women in theirc
quest for equal pay. Theilr hands
hawe ‘heen tied by the restrictive
e strike" claouse in the WA,
Signs are,with the strile of the
wonen teleplonlsts, that a central
part of the fight back agalnst

the ¥Wh could came from women
workers.

C:  The wesker sectionz of the
workers, those ln the Traditional
induscries ramming inta godecline,
have beeo strugeling for the past
LD YRATS naw ta win the iocreases
af the last Two wage roubdst  In many

af these cascs the enplowvers have claimn-

ed imability To pay, and during the
workers! [lght<back agalnst tals
attempts have actuslly been made

to cut wapes. Examplas in Dublin ama
to be found in the Hickey's strike
(mainly young women workers) and at
Ailied Textiles. These typss of
gtrikes are msally official) mooeiv-
ing suppert from the traude unlonbs ut
5t g very low kay mainly bocaguse of
the implications they sucgest.
While these worlers will not be in
the frent ranks with the heavy hate-
allions=, like the building warkers
who have threateped to strike over
an anomaly clainm helf-paid to them;
thelr small=zgcale atruggles pener-
atn a frustratien anomng workera ip
veperal, with the sttachs: being
made on thele Jivine standards.

THE TASE OF S0CIALISTS

4 resl challange is pow Tased to gap-
falise militank s in the . traids abnbons,
tp the activity of theze layers of
vorkers., Their co—ordiosticn and
ganeradisation i& orf vital impart-
atiee Af che fipht-back is to fake
off gt alE. The Hesd for o unitad
hattle on s class-strugicle basls
within the pnionms is clagrly possd.
WarleTs are secking aiswars To0 The
i jer prablemz of the day, o uoeb-
plavment, redundancies, and wege=
freszes. We have ao apportunity to
provide semg af thosze ATUuTT Y.

O af the [irst steps we could

tale g ta rcall far foll-scale
aupport far the egual=pay acrake

af the talephonista. We oist
arganlse a mazs demenstration

in support of thoir strise.

U & more long=tern bwzis, the

negd far & poblic serviee alliampce
1z sharply pozed; to begin to
co—ardimpte aod direct the {rustrat-
iogs of large numbers ef thaze
workers Against the goveroient
cubarga .

MSH THANE LWIOH CAUCUS




EXPENDITURE CUTS AFFECT

WORKERS AND STUDENTS

Wible thaca hag Doen nooopen
plsshiryg ss woch en Rdlie smenting
alers; thw llmes of Dende Fealevs
E3,000 miL1lire: reesr 3 poars &
mEltals, Hwe seunt of o b
allorabed (61, ST ml110on)k is om

sy majos beers];  alomgelde smoe
pegkraint, of its "stoack o
imflation®, Oniw adadn,; 1k is

et of shaly making, nok just in
haneirg thelr wacpss held dese bul In

ehlr families mshued, A stabsent
From the & 1.0 bn swlid-low G She
apblmsies s partiouiarly intersacs
ing irecfar =8 Lt wless o haalth
alde of thinge, The steterest sadd
that the sxtia £3 = qlven b0 hbalil
1#k un] "“maimitwiced the sxisticc

This 16 &
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g el BE ;
7€ OF THE DRAW
F‘ Pedbisl FLELe
PRy e
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s vet it 1x here thak the oot~
haschs will hit Aardet.  Ircessd
fealt hxs saffored wore Cwan Sy
erthiar arma dm Tar ome oAt data
mre oonoerned soroclally sinos Tdd
157h. T memt rectinens onae s
bean in home ald helps too dlsiressed
famrdlinm, milk and food alicdanoes
ko mothars, RUFRGEY QEMRES B0
deceivmd children s well as oeticnl
chirmody sba, @ervioes.  In sther
wrriA . tha poconst wectiona of tha
ity s the e i edoe
caklEy, WheTs apart S QEMLLS,
the wooss apad affecked 1% reswdlal
Mt capped] edusasion.
The Flnal Hileg chyt shoule e
mamenbered in that +his 1o an
election bidget. For that mssor,
tha allomarions. granted afe, mh

ricksta; phooleal debd lity sk
Iegsssd, et the voswbs of S
very rloh bu made 'ooexioun',

FYONEERS FIGHTP is a newssbweet
ot members and supporters of
the Mavement for a Socialiat
Republic. It cowers the majer
iswues an which class stragele
gloments witkhin the trade aplan
{mevemgnt should be fighting.
‘Mot just desoribing strikes.it
draws the lesspns frem partic-
wlar struzeles and pravides
waluable inforsation to back
up the intervention of milit—
ants, concentrating on appert-
apitles ro bwild and mobdliss
for class strigeles initiztiwes.
If you would like te receive
TWORKERS FIGHT' megularly 1o
the post, please cut out this
| form and send 1t with £l [more
if vou like!) wa W.F. (Sub),
cfo AR (lprgwley Hd, Tohlin 5.
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Socialist Republic

IRIEH BECTION OF THE FOURTH N TERNATIOMAL

[ WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION RABOUT THE M.5.E.

Movement for a

Tha Secretary, M.5.R. 38 Clanawley Road, Dublin 5.
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Thiz comes from a reselution of the
Belfast Socizlist Wamen's Group %o g
racent left conference on anti-imper-
It argued that the most
soncrete axpresslon ol the lefc's support
for wiien's struggles would be ta begin
naw ta dizcriminate in favenr of women
partleipgting fully in political actlv-
This means women chairdne thair
own medtines, lavioe creche focliiities
at cpnferences snd taklog vp the prab-
dens of child—rcare; damgstic cammit-—

It means realising the
ldpartance of women avercoming their
lack of confidence and polirical ex-

lalist unity.

ity.

me Rty ats.

perieoce.

tut words will mot achieve this,
el TSt erganise pow, inside laft groups,
nzide the anti-imperisiist novemspt and
Lacal wamanis greups
in such aress are beginking to appear-
these can play 5 real rale in taking up

inside local areas.

theze guestians.

These seeningly mundane guestlons can

and must lead to challenging thr posit-
lob af women In capitalise socisty, Ther
laad te the guestion of women pliving
an equal role In every sphere of 1ife

in the sociplist society the anti-in-
perializt farces ave [ighting for,

Histary has =hown that women play

WOMER A5 HAH

leading reles in rewvolutionars

movementy = Kusgla, Spaln — amd
yet this does aot gugrantec their

Liberation,

ot hediez,

e

domlnatian.

Unienist arvas.,

Lund.

The left must take the fight sppainst

the backward ideas of the churck and

tad many FEepeblicens are even agginst
the right of women to control cheis

They must take the fight
arainst low pay, lack of onicnisation,
the farcical leaphales in the Equal Cay
Aet and demane che right of women as

well 55 men to work, ‘in the fisht zemingt
reactionary opposlitlon.,
mursery and saciel farilities in anti-
unionizt areas, the lack ef well-paid
joby for women (e are the amsz wha
have o make snis meet)
ol comtraception farilitiee, 411 chase
are directly the resalt of inperialist

It iz mot epouch to suy THat the weients
struggle should act be snbordinated to
the natlodal strogple - we sust fight
maw to link them pp in practics.
izzpe of womenls cppression dust be
raised where its gffects ame most
present = in the heart of the fnti-
Mg we mist besln
to bu 1d an anti-inperiplist woments
mrvement in the 12 Countiez that will
reprezent The righting wanen of Iro—

[f we dp B2t

gries understand it wery well.

FINGERS 0T PEACE

undenatand this, reactioo
1 Irizh

wanen bawe traditionally played a "apec-

inl® rale wh
carcying on
all ook sid
Their pa=itd
i3 macred -
gtate it wad

The Lazk af

Thiz ia the
the Lack

sz¥ that thea

aty struzgele
Far as loeng
ta remain ig
Lanary foros

The

which iz whe

FIOMA BRSSO

ilg the men are oot Mehting.
WHile hushands, fathars, sons.
S
on in the Cahly wag scel
glaranteed Wy church and

=) C ict,

waneo are the moral conacleno: o
thair mam, gone agtray, shil chers—
fore for the whale of seciety.
Thus thes hawe an finvalugblet rala
ra play in bringing peace to this
eroubled society.,

unfartungbe loglc of THize

penterg af  the Fepublican ndwomeent wha

cwonerd s question must walft,
The logic af the position

that suberdinates aoy incepeodent
a.l.'Li'I.'l‘l-,:.‘_.. ap HGD-MW'!.E“QL&]- -El'-'-tl"-_-t—_
iges to the immwdiate ceeds of the milics

& we walt, apd Isave women
olated in the haie, react=
s will attempt to detach

pmamen from the cless struegele and use
then ta break it 4

e Hyiread amel Betty oomke




Two of the Rising®s main popests will e
discussed In this article — i) The lessans
to be learnt from an analysis of the avent
ltselfl and its underlying causes 14) Ita
relevance today for revelutlonary socialists.

The sttempted banning of the Provislonal
Sinn Feln commemoration ln dpril 1974 which
wad 5till attended by & largely working class
crowd 0f over IS0 shows that thedse arae

not simply academic issues. The questicn
"wWhis Fears To Speak Of Easter Week! is more
relavant today that it was last year,. ss

the Southern govermment stroins ite avery

o 0 gever its tenuem and snharrass fng

links with it. The Coglitdon stepped off=

ieially commemorating the event in I974,
cow af its Leading ministers,Concr Cralsze
JO0tErien, has declared his opposition ea

it and now they are campaigning for an—
ather atab in the back te the Horthern
miparity: the abolition of Articles 2 and
3. Far over 50 wears the Southern boor-
geolsle has claimed to support the aims of
the men and vomen of 1915 but to disagree
with the "™yiclent methods™ favoured by Rep-
ublicans. We will goe that this is met a
betrayal but a cynical effort to continue
sabotaging the naticnal liberation struggle
in a slightly less kypecritical manmer.

BLAD O THE HOME RULERS® HAMDS

In the years before the Rising the South—
grn Catholic middle-class | az it then
was) made few apologies for its pre-Brit-
igh stance. It iz true they used their
Hore Rule party to epginesr an alliance
the English Libaral Party to gain & meas—
are of develved government, However, ib
the face of a reactionary onslaught by
(Mater Unionists, they backtracked so rap-—-
ldly that they ended sending ewver 30,000
people to fight and die in the service ol
an emplre with ane of the bloodiest mecords
of all the ioperisliszt powers. This iomed-
lately tears to ghreds the "prqument® that
the constitutional wing of Irish nationag=
fam fx peaceficl. Nefther fs if democratic
for dts pacty wor 85 out of the 0 Irdsh
septs In the 1910 election bpsed an & prom=

ige of TAlly fledged Homs Rule, on &

limited franchise of 700,000, whareas
Sion Fels won 73 out of ID5 sests in J9I5 on

i franchise of Z,000,000, To speak of
tha participants in the 916 Rlsing us-
urping a democratic mamdate therafare
means glving credibility te s particul-
arly shabhr form of bourgeals democracy.

DIVISINNS IN THE WORKING CLASS

Thiz hewever was not done by the magt
militant sections of the Irish soriking
clags. The key to understanding their
continued suppart sand syipatchy 91 Rap-
ublicanism Lies. dn undaratanding haow,
due to the extrems backwardosss of the
Irish econcoemy = in T8930 itz national
incaome was fEEA. hlil.e:l':u;‘_ Britainls wasg
Il,043n. = m0 labour’ ~ &ristacracy
cold be crpated, with the exception
df ‘the partisally imdustrdslized Warth-
Eagt,which was capable of distilling
reformiat politics into the whala

SIXTY—-O0ONE YEARS LATER:
THE 1916 RISING ~A HERITA

FOR ALL S

naticnalists of Silnn Fein, Thay
failed to see that comcemtrating
an econonle lasses leaves the
workers’ trapped in bourgecis 14-
eologys 8 Lonin argeed: M., ..
"t Flend

the Bconamlc struggzle itself a
political characteri we ahall

to develop the pal-
itical cooacisusness of the
workers (to the level of Sacial
Deniscratic - the contenmporsrr
tern for Revelutionary Marxist -
palitical :umclnua:rl.m;:} o lap=
1o within the framesork of the
poomamic struggle for that frane- .
verk 18 oo narrew® (What Is To Re
Bema 7, Moscow T9T0, p.II4]1. 1t iz
the task of soclalists not alons
ta pxplaim to the workers that
they are oppressed but alsa to
davelap their comsciauzness by
agitating around all the aapects
af that oppresaion. All the aspec

working class, as had happened in Eng-
land. Lenin explained the contrast

in this way: "Larkin has performed mir-
acles among the unshilled workers,that
mass of the British proletariat which
in England i3 so often cut off from
the advaoced workers by that cursed
petty=_ Lay g, -liberal, aristocratic
spirit of British skilled sorker"
("Ericish Labour And Bricizh Ieperis -
ismp ). The fight of the unskilled
irish workers was POt Jwst abatractly

linked te the struggle agaipst British
Imperdalism, In I802 Larkin broke frem

the English Dackers' Unlon to form the
Irish Transport fnd Geoeral Workers?
inion (ITGWU) becanse the English
uplon would mot support his milicant
poelicies.

The other Irish unlons were eriginaliy
tased on a small layer of skilled wopk-
ers, largely organized in English-laged
unions, A labour aristocracy existed

in the Narth die to Belfastls limired K

Irctuw erdglization and, i fmditatfon of
its English countarpart, placed its
interests bafore those of the entlre
proletariat, Compolly has been ane
ef the few Harxists to come 0 terms
with this prablen: At one tine.im
the industrial world of Great Beit-
ain and Irelapd the -akilled.labourar
loaked dawm with contempt on the
unakilled ard bitterly resented
his attempt to get his children
rauzht any ar the skilled tradogs:
the feeling af the Urangenen of
| poland cawards. the Catholics Ly
but a glarvified represcntation am
i blg atage ar Tha zamg pazsions
i=mired by the same umworthy
otiven.” [Selectead Warks T.26&).

Unfortunately the rest of Irelamits
latour leaders deferred to thesc
baciward elesents by sinply cen-
ceptrating on "oread and butter
isguest, thus abandoning the ad=
vahiced workars ta tha hourgaois
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)CIALISTS

el the brutal imperialist aggress-
lon cenducted by Britais against
Iraland became clear in +he crisis
willch preceded the 1816 Kising,

CAllSES OF THE RISING
Geperal enthimiasn for the world
war had waned by early I9I5, 41—
though Britain wanted to introdice
| conscription and crush the anti-war
| agitation it was wnable to da sa
far fear of wiping out the Home
| Aulera? gredibilicy, They hoped
|
|

that the limited prosperity gained
by the Irish middle-class due to
EBritaints isclation from its major
truding partoers would counterbal-
ance the warfa l:l]'ﬂ:lﬂ'l}'lll-lu.l'li}'-. Thils
was naive firstly because tho sos=
I inl crisis had been made more ac-
| ute by the war ans sscondly due
te the growlng pressure for extra
viceima in the Europsan carnage.
The Republican dominated Velunt-
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eers were increpsing their men-
bership and alcong with Cannelly
wanted an lnsurrection. The
British tried to delods thesselves
that nothing was wrong - owven

the police agents didn't sse amy
lipk between lntensifled anti-
wir propaganda and the drap in
the number of army recrulta.

For these and other reascna, we can only
gsay that the theory that it was ooly the
poat=Hising executions and the attempt to

intreduce comzseription whlch allenated the

magsrs from che gowernment and the Home
Rulers iz hbopelessly wrong, We endorse
Lenin®s criticisms of the veteran Marxist
Karl Radek who supported this type of em-

planation and roferred to the Rising a= a

trade uniom palitics sa the workers turmed
to Sinn Fein, got trapped in its insolukla
contradistions, and wers denled freadem.
Until the revelotionary left grasps

the full implicacions ef this fact 1t
will remain ipcapable of givimg real
leadership te the worlers. The mest in=
portant lesscns of the Rising for ua to-
day are that the unfinighed oaticmsl rev-
alution remains at the centre of the
clags struggle and that the bourgealisie
sabatages it not because it is morally
corrupt (although it certainly da) bur
because it 1s fatally compromised by

its links with Inperialism. This of
course s an applicstion of Trotakrta
floriginal gln® of Permanent Revolutlan
which came to infect Lenin: "backward
countrics can go over to tha soviat
Fyatem and, through certaln stages af

putach. Pinly those who imsgine that in
oie place an Army will line op and Sy
"we mre for soclaliesf and im another
place an Ammy will say "We are for In-
perialiss® and bellewve that this will
be the sogial revolution,enly those

who hold such & ridicelously pedamtic
oplaien could wilify the Irish rehell-
ion by calling it & putsch® {Rritish
labour And British Imperialism p.TGG),

FICTALTSH AND NATIONALTSM

bontrary to Stalinist lagend Tretskor

was not obe of the pecple being crig=-
icised here, He bad condemmed Flekh-
ar¥'s putschist analyeis as Panapsful"
Mt had cverestinated the depth and aff—
ect of the lumd reforns intreduced by the
British, This did rot inpeds him Tean
obaerving that the Irish working class was
born &5 the natiomal struggle was reaching
a climax and "clashing with the egotigt-
ically linlted and imperislly acrosant
trade unienisn of Britain has naturally
waveread between syndlcalisn and patiop-
alism and iz always ready te liok the

two conceptiens together in its rewol-
utionery consciousness" (Lessons OF The
Dublin Events).

Taced with mazsive military repressien
during apd after the Rising thiz -class
ardse in gearch of an aliernative to
bankrupt Hame Huls politicos. Retwesn
I9I6 and T920 it expressed its "syndic-

alism® guite dramstically by incressing

total union membership from 40000 ta
250,030, the TTWU going from 5,000 to
I, 000, It defeated comscription dp

a geperal strikg and had in 1930 beaten

the bomses in I200 wage disputes cover—

ing 60,000 workers at a cost af £I,250,000,
The latour leaders cpuld anly affer thes

dewalopment, to caommmniam, without
having ta pass threugh the capltalist
stage” {Salectad wWorks, Moscow 1278,

p-599), As part of a celsbracion of
the 60th. anpiversary of the Hussian
revolution we will show ln future
isgues of SOCIALIST REPUBLIC how
Tretaky was proved correct inm his
aasessnent of the courss of the
revolution and bow Lenin had to
Fight ta zot this view accepted

by the rest af the Bolghavik

Party.

Fithout any hesitatlen we tohe the

rogd of the two leaders of the Busa-

lap revolutien and the founder of

the Fourth Intermaticnal in express-

ine our solidacdty with the Rising

in spite of its limitations and rep-

il ating all correnots who downgrade

the struggle for matlomal liberation.

We are hosatile to those vhe revive the
thaorias of pre First World war refero-—
ism by clpiming that the worbers will cone
to seclalism as a result of thedir daily
struggles and eapect Pro‘tstants in the
flerth o be won from Crangelsm in this
my. Peaple af this opinion, whether
they ba the meo-Stelinist Official Sinn
Feln, or the so-called Trotakydat Hilif-
ant, repudiate social revelution and

de oot deserve the description "Harxtwgh
Te socislists who tale & principlsd atand
on the naticnal guestion we say thatl they
misT ambrace Trotskyism if they are to

e conmistent, and understand how the rev-
olution in Treland moat bo mede permapant .
Even if partition stagrpers through the
currgnt agsault the mational problem in
Ireland will pot w0 aoway.: Nedther will
the nemory ar significance of the 916

Rising. :
tng DAFID CARROLL



WOMEN IN THE

FIGHT BACK NO

Women's magazines are about them, Bews-
papers Enterviewsd them, govermments and
charities worldwlide accalimed them.

o were they?

Mairead amd Petty, the fighting woaen
af the Bort .1 An article in "Cogmopol-
itan” (the tremdy young woman's "Flay-
bo¥") characterised Betty a3 the sex
syebol (1 hate her Because T Faney

her, said the Provo in dark glsgses)
and Mairead as che sainily swiibal,

BT W0 ARE THE FIGHTTRG WOMEN OF

THE NOHTH?

It 1s the women of the Torf Ladge wha
chased the Brits out of the area. The
women of Ballymarphy, Andersonstesn,
5t James'zs, Clomard, Twibbrook and che
Moy Lodps whw indtigted and are active

in the Relatives action Commitcess, lead-
aod gll-gight

ing marches, desdistrations,
vigils againgt the remaval of pelitieal
Statis., The woben of the Royal Victoria
Hospital, Lower Falls, striking against
prar conditions®al work and redently
afalnst Ancideots arising from Anoy
surveillance in the hozpital. The
women of the Clonard whe petitlonsd
agalnst the presence of the  troops.
Dalours and Mardan Price, lansulshing
in jail.

These women gre not enly fighting b
in many caged leading the struggle.
Leak at amy activity over the last

7 years and you will find women
pliving 3 leading role. They hawve

baen in the streets Cighting the

Brits, leading demonstrations, active
in prisonerts ald committess, keeping
wutch on the barricsdes in the No=Ga
Argas and ad am.

DNDFEPENDENT ACTIVITY IN THE ANMTI=UNIOE=
[5T AREAS

e dnitlation of the Relatives dctien
Comittee (RAD) in Februsry T87E was g
sign of the direct partlcipation of
wodierl In the stropele. It marked sloo
the beglonnine of a returf to the slreets,
The actions talen against the traops sre
nat just pralsewerthy, they are wory
sharp politizal lessens which paiot the
way towards mass activicy apaibst the
troops, They shife the emphasis Cron
the military tactics of the Provigiomals
to the day=-to=day preblens of the ghett-
ars. The desonstrations vigils, and
meatings on peldtical status touch Che
very heart of the BEritish dopeliticizat-
ien sTratesyv.

ind this many women are wery well awaTe
of. They are eritical of the orpanizs
Nepoblicyn Bovemsat¥s' lack of. i:'i'r.l.l.-t
an these guescions. S0, izolated in
the homz, often the direct tergat for
harrassment by the troops, bearing
diract rezponsitdlicy for their rmel-
atives soffering in jail while prot-
exting against rhr.:: Yogs of political
status, Woen have takeno their own pal-
iticgl initiatives and ferced others

te take wp these issues.
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PR AY EQUAL POLITICAL ROLE TR THE STRIGOLE
dnd yet many women are hesitan® ta asee
the politicsl inplications af thelr
activicy gg womgn  Thair activities
are still sssantially seen as second-
ary nfd supportive. &1l the prohlems
that g¢ with womantz rals In the homs,
domestic commltnents, lack of child-
care and narsery :I'a_n:j.'l.itir:ﬂ, lack of
political experlence and confidenos
in plaving an egual decision-making
role unchallenged.

this contrpdictory situgtion is that
meetings attended mainlv by women

gre 5till t9a often chaircd bBx Sen.

Another is the scotion of 4 wanern

who padlecksd tlenselyvez to The
Dowming St. cerner in Lomdon.

The 4 ware pretsstine acalnst the
loss of palitical status for Irisk
political priseners and to shew

the plight of those who refosed te
spcapt Hgds they chalned chenselws
to the railings. The 4 were taken to
Damnen How police station where ther
refused bakl snd the affar of clethipoe
and food.

According te gn WIrigh Maws® reparter
they admitted causiog ab obstruction
and were coenditiomslly discharged for
2 vears., Uae af the womer. nabwo washlt
represented in court, was guoted as
saying they = Phpd curriecd aul a
peaceful pratest and would have

pleaded ot suilty buc all had Lamily
carmnitments at bheme™ 11 Thiz deesn’t
detract frem the impertgnes of tle in-
itigtiwe - shown by the 5,000 who atteat
ded  Els demanstration oo Junday Marth
[ which demandad political =tatus aod
wed led ht thess very safe wOTE0

FUIE FOSITIVE DISCRIMIVATTON

lintil wonen reallse the inpartagee of

Zieie own Liberation their struggles
will romain secendary and supportive,
Wonen 1n Irelaod sre doubly appesaacd,
by imperislizm ard as unpuid demestic
servaitis 1n the home. This oppressizn
marks cvmry aspact of their activier,
atil must be seenas plot and parcel of
the strugrle for socialism agalnst
inperialist doming tion.

"The problens of women b caplialist
seclety cannot and will ot wait un-
til gaomg idenl podnt in time in the
futisce when 4 solotion is foumd. Tha
drigery of women, the oppression af
children and the demand of both for
thair rights 12 the cobcrete axnress—
don of capitadist brutality in Xarth-
arn Dreland az much as the Ooltish
iy enTd p s

INTERNATIONAL

Hsrch & 1977 1z the 37th. Interoationsl
waments Day., Bt Aow many women 0 Lee-
Lard lmaw abaut it or what it stands for
Internatienal women's Doy was flrst ome
aniged fo draw oore weeten ince paliclcal
activity. It was calloed "Working Women®.
Maw gnd aimed st making nare widien cdb-
spiaus of the usdenscratic ddzcriminat-
1ogin practiced against then, aol helping
them realise chat tley conld themselvesz
m_'?;:_-'_n:i.ar. ta change sacicty.

THE EARLY HISTORY

Luring the internstional struggle for
volbez for wolen, Jocializte in Narth
Smerica wore particularly provinent.

i Fabruaey 25 T907 the wamen sazigl-
iste of the [Ha organized buge dedenst-
ratians all ever the courtry demanding
pelitical rights for working women,

This was ths first "Moments Day”. The
credit fop o indtinticg. the Jvaments Tiys tF
belones to the working wamen of America,

I 1510, at the sSecand Interootional
Conterence of Socialist Working Wonom,
Clara Zetkio brought forward the quest-
ion 4f organising an loteroationsl
warhing Wonents Iny. Tt was decided

ta kald the firer dow on March 1% I9IT,
3 Thiz dare was not chesen at random.

On March T% 15845 the Prussisn king ree-
agblsed for the Ffirst time the strencth
af the armed peeple and gawe way before

A st e s



Censorship and Porhogiaphy

Turing the last decade in Southeen Ire-
dand, many literary clazsica have bean
bagnnied &3 irdecent or obsceng matorizl,
The Consorship Of Publications Board
has exposed the real implications of
censorship, in ite thoronghly arbit-
rary banning of literature. Tbe
bard, established in T929 snd mede

up of five people, decides on the
basls of thelr own individus;l moral
views, what iz suitable readipe mat-
erlal Tor everyone else.

The Cenorship OF Publications Act
gives an almost "earte blaancke™ to

the board to revigw anything which may
ber congidered "lndecent or ohscepe"
dr admcates "prevedion of conception
by unpatural metheds". Acting on the
conplaint of any ong individual, the
board reviews all mterdal within this
Tramewo rk.

PORNOCRAPHYY AND SEXUAL REPRESSION
Mlied to the preblem of the complete—
1y undenscratic ngture of censorship
15 thy whale isgue of pormography.

How can we Cruly say, io & semmile
permlssive society; what is and is

it pornographle? Those who are opp—
ased to the present cemsorship board
canmat avodd this guestion. There 1a
g Mxture of views oo the issue. Some
react against the open portrayal of
tie physical expressions of human

Rl ngeal o fem Prel Coleews pir

We must be careful bo digstinguish betwear
these reactions; for the difference
slearly indicates what our attitude
glould be: the problen posed for revel-
utlongries iz w0 be able to illusetrate
clearly the real oature of pornagraphy;
buman sexmality iz essentially an exs
pressien of ourselves, a participation
we oxpardetice and share., "Partog—
raphy” i based on the inability af

WOMENS DAY

the thraat ot & preletarisn gprising;
the Germipn wifen at the conference
piched this date.

[tz success exceded all expectations.
Germany and Austris in particular wers
alive with meetings, ewin in the small
tiowms and ¥illsges. In Anstris the
larpeet demonstration exceeded 30,000,
In T9I3 Inmtarmational Eomen®s Day was
cransferved ©o the Sth.of March.
Women' Day in Evrops and Amerdica -had
amazing posults. It turmed out To be
an excellent method of agltation am=
oogst huge nonbers of womon torning
towards political ddeps Tor the firvat
time, Wosen's Day hsg- served yoi am-
other function, it haz strengthened
the interatienal selldarity of wonen
throighout the world.

WOMEN ANTT THE RUSSIAN REFCLUTION

0f Dupdahmental importance lsthe impet-
ug it gawe to the bBaroic wiaten of Pet-
rograd who nacched on Febrpary 23 ISIT
dopanding "bresd for our children' gnd
rehe return of aur husbands fram the
trenchea’,  The women, soie were wrk-
girs, -aomg the wiwves of soldiers, tais-
pd the terch of proletarian revalution
ard gat the world on fire. The Feb-
rusry Revelution marks its beginnings
from this - &5 Trotsky described it:
T ee a mass of women, Bt all of
them workers, facked to the Hunicipal

nugn beings to participate in- their
own sexual ity ad reduces the role of
humuoity to that of an avdience. It
ig the aliemation of human belnss froa
thelir own gexuality that big hosiness
fingncially exploits. This becomes
mast obvicous in the cazs of wonen,
whose ssxuslity is repressed most
acutely in class socisty, by deny—
ing thes the rlght to contrel their
owtl bodles. In mogt "pornographic!
mterial, It ls the portraval of wom
&h af MK objects, as the mecipilents
of mls pleasurs, which largely fills
all the pages.

THE CATHOLIC CHIRCH'S ROLE

Confuslon on this isswe is inevitable
and it ks come to the surface in the
widely diverping reactions to the rec—
ent explosive growth of cemsorsbip.

& church-domingted state where ™=

lous comtrel of education ig almost
abiolute; where the media hawe hixtor-
leally Been inculeated with the values
of Cathollicismy where the politics of
Church and State are Intprtwimed; che
result has been the entredhment of o
sexeally repressive society,

Set against a background of a countey
divided ,oxploited and oppressed br
British imperislism the strescth and
histerical rele of ehe Catholic Churak
fity inte perspective, Shirting betwean
the doukle pole of pelitical ally of
inmperialisn sod moral policesen of the
Caotholic masses, the Church in Treland
remeing & pcru:rful political force.
Today that relationship s coming wmdar
a lat of pressure. from the realitics of
the econamic and social crlsis. On the
ane hand, the continuing ingtability im
the North coopled with the threabened
"population” sxplogion, set against &

hemg demandicg bread. It wazs 1lke dom=
andins milk frdm o he—goat, Kod banners
apprered dn different parts of the ity
and ingcriptions aa them showed the
workers wanted Eread, But npither aiit<
QCTacy Or war. ‘wWomen's Doy passed
successfolly with enthusiasa and with-
out v1{TIAg,  But what it concealed
wlthin itself no one even puessed oy
mightfall. .. [History O0f The Russizno
Revelution).

CELEARATIONS IN IRELAND

Interhational Wanenis Day in Ireland
provides us with an oppectunity to
cofe togother,
resaion, afd all forms of experience
Wi Sbare in's coumbtry divided and
dofminsted by Inperialist power, We
should bet mizs the opportuoitr ta
rasist our appression in g umited
figzht.

I¥N.0, In T9I7 the calendar ussd in
Russla was Hifferent o the obe us=d
in the rast of the world so that Fak-
ruary 23 there way March B everywbers

learn gbovt aor opp- h

alze ]

backeraurl ot gprewing ooemployment hus
forced some sactiohy of the bourgeoisie
in the direction af "libérslizing! the
Sputhero state; ama the cther hand the
hurgeoning wemen's movement in its den-
afdds for cootraception and divorce, has
given gxpression to the inereasing qwmeoe-
tess amneng waten of the opprossion they
suffer,

S=oticns of tha rul:l.m! 2lags kmow well,
an - do the Catheliec hisTarchy, that in
tines of great economis and social up=
heaval, the aquthoritarlan inflisbces of
Church afld Jtate cobe uoder grost strain
a5 sections of the workding class begin
to geek selutlons te their probloms.

The reaponae of the Bourgeolszis to this
pesgibilicy has been to begin to use the
weapon of censorship. Therefore we gre
able to gee the dmplications af the
banning of the Family Plamning booklet,
Fear Of Flying, Spare Ribk, and Gay News,
all of which deal with human sexuality
and some of which questdon the framewark
of the family snd women's rele in gocl=
#ty, Sections of the bourseoiasle and
Prtty obreeoisie Firmly and obyvicasly
believe that these guestions mist pet

be posnd &t o Time when aldl the basic
Ftractures within socinty are 'r'\{na'.l.\n,g
wder the strains of ecanomic amd
sagial pressures.

FIGHTING HADGE

Thoae 1ncluded in the censorship met
rabipe. frem peeple inwolved in wolun-
Lary contracePriedl services to sect—
iens of the wonents mowement, whe
bawe respanded ta the latest attacks
with wlrour, Irishwomen Undted has
called for a fight agalnst the recent
banning of Spare Ribh and anend to
the censarship laws. Suppert bas coms
from the Family Flamming Sarvices,
the Trish Osy Rights Movement, the
Ouien of Students in Iraland and
several colleges throushout Heblin,

The true oature of censorship, which 1s
wapd ta kit all sectians whick thresten
aitker Anplicitly or explicitly che stab=-
iliey of bourgesis society, is an Depeli-
ing imdicacion of the need to inmwlve
the hragdest possible raoge of [aroes,
if we are ta ba fres fram the inflpence
af uedemecratlc moral policenen.

The recent seminar on ceosorship held
by the Irlzh Coumedl of the kational
Undon of Jourtialists [MUJ] shows the
Frowving cancern of nany bedia worksrs
abont the widespread use of palicical
censdrshlp, partioelarly oo TV and
Radio. The fact that the NI has
tuken wp this lssoe iy a atep forward
tut an itz awn is ebvioosly not aToLEh.
The :'E'g:rua:l. ol the I93% Act and the sb—
olition of consorship in Imeland will
take the conmbined eifort of all thase
gxcrions, 1o the wvomen®s necvwement; the
medls worbers;, Family Flapeisns Glinics
wred Gay Bipbts mavenent, haclod up bor
the astrength of the lalbour menebent.
FIGHT TL:

Rosolurions throush student wilops,
trade unionms. et hranchas for affil=
iatian ta the anti-cansorahip canipalzn
andfar finsnclal suppert.

Get yaur organisation to hald ;eetings,
plcketsy ete. in support of the campaign.
Gend statemeot® to the pnreas.

Call an Thie, counedllors etc. ' te sigo
a statement of protest.

SARAR HARFER




Fieree repression froe Coechoglow
akin's ruling clique hay hit diss
denia whae ui:'l.ud the Cherter 77
simlemand in Jazeary, hn.u.giua'
protestz from arcend fhe workd, Dut the
#incks have nol stopped Lhe Charler frum
gaining sew suppert in Ceechosiovalda iteelf,

Initially sigsmid by 242 intellectualy and
wppartesd of the fermar Tuboek repme
ipuated by Bovial aad Warsiw Facl troops in
15651 Uha Chirtur haa pow beon dgosd by at
least an additiens] BIE people, il wmas
REssunenl Febroary 0,

b decunmnl Eils demecsalic righls
viedated by thé Husak regime, calling for
cbservance o guarantess in the Helsink
secords and the csuntry's  cosslistion
Charter 77, the desumant sales, "l 8ol &n

"'an dyving of h ANYWAY,
. H'-klllu:l'll-h_w.u.' 8 Sndat.”

With soch defaant chants, Cairo

warkers and yoath refused 1o bozk

down ked Saperee during mid-January riots.

Musy paid the prics, For the first cime

-;E‘Il’l: 1852 wihan wideipresd risting berglded
« fall of Klng Farouk, the army was psed
messively aguiral che pegde, Treops cooop-
fed Cairo, f‘.a"tll.! Fagad inle 3= nighl. The
official death toll wes T deul and E00
'll'tlI:Irudl:'] Unoffical astimided ware Ehree
limes Tofher.

The protests were not the first, hot they
warre Lhe pagriest and mess politseal in resisd
yeurs, Ar the behest of the Internatiomal
Monetary Fund, Egypt hod decresd the
suszension af food sobardies Januerv 17,
Bettled propane, widely wsed for cooliag and
heating, wis to east 46 perecot more, floer 84
percent, riee 16 pereant. meat 98 pereent.

The price intreases cams om sop of
Jlr\end:-' sppalling socinl  conditioes. - The
mEnimam wage ean bor meither meal nor
legiker shopa, Inflatks now rons ap 30
prreenl per yemr. There are £5 peaple per
rontr arad few social services in a sprawling.
dpelid Cwirs of 7 million pesple, In the
mmnlryside, lile saperigacy is by than 40
:rl-l:i.

IMF aeaiarily demands wers & virtual
digth smipnes Tor millione & Egypliss
w ke, prasanls aml arhiah poor. whi ookl
already barely afferd Lo cet

Froreign correspondests  deseribad - Lha
reaction as 1'virtnal (nsuresetion”. Kisting
flared in other ciibes, ncuding Aloximdris
Snex, and centros = upper Egrps and the
HMile Delta. The revol was szprecedezted in
seope and pointed = ;s cargess. Many of
Caire's  Jesding  mogicciuhe, :_r.u:.Imh af
Egrpt's vast senial § 'equn]x-:r rnd plargronnd
bo parasitic heal meilionmres aod weaithy
lereignera,, were pul 50 the lerck

In Alsxandrin, dwk workers sacked (ha
homg ol ke viewpressdent, In Caira Lhe
bandquariers of the ruling Arsh, Socislis
Uinioa wers deslroged

Badut had Etle rhlrin bt 1o back down,
Ihe lood puberdies siayed. The masses waould

wanisation. I, does Dot somsimute o bese
o palities] opposition week it seeka Lo mrvn
e ol interests as do many similar
msociibises, hoth enst and west, Tt doea oot
tesd woe. propose chenges. ot within its
pplare W cAFTF on B constructlve dinkgue
with 1% alabe puchoritses. In partieular it ol
skt D2 ide this by deawing atbentioz to the
vErisus sstierele eases of violuclon of humam
e eivil H.g'hl:s."

The Charter's s 1 thus 3 “discopasie”
Palbar thia building & dlear-rut oppeiton i
Ehis boreauer pey,

Fap the Czeeh burepueracy. bowevar, Lhis
makes Lo . Any oppmsilion i# a
threar ta their pelitical monsgaly, B b
initled reaction tn Charter T7's appaisanca
waa mass arresia. Over 1H sipparbecs wers
detained in the irs few weshn of January.
Mue were released shorlly after, hot st
efars interrogmbiong, searchas anid eonflscat.
e of manckeripls, WCbars and echir

malerials,

Fvan afler rolasa, Charbor T
fiosd harissmant anid re-arvest. -3
figuirea sgck ag

'ﬁ:.lng‘h.l: Pavel Eohul wese

Evitiad Lo leave the country., A few heve besn
harged under the seetlon of the Consitution
dusliag with treason, redsing the specire of
palitizal frame-up trials

Smultereresly, the regime lausched a
campadgs of erude Stalinist sanders 1o
discrndil Chartor syners. They were Isbelled
“hisirupt peliticisss”, “bourgesis degener

Charter 77 Adherents

Fight
Repression

abes”, “rioaiss”, and 80 ol A ‘wpanisnsous
prebeml wimiement was s lissckesd, which
[ndividusls were told bo sign doften wilioul
hovieg asen lbe staiement! or =tk licing
thedr juhs,

Bur the hurmaucraey's campalgn baekhie-
ed. subjoctitg il Lo prowing fternetiomnl
provest oed inbsrmal digsant,

Iﬂtmkﬂilly.&u ruling clasa has cake
wup the-zese - Ior i own purpases, :g:
oourps, They want be uss Lhin a= ancther
euample of the undemoerwlno mature of

sevialiand in Bastarn Europa

Fet there hes el lwwn AI;ITurmm.
suppurt u. the warkirs movsaent  pad
Jirt qoarters. 'Whilis a few hard line
Hiakpist Commuonist Partli (including the
LCanadian O eondlnue to dassunme Lhe
Charler, the major Weatern Buropaan TPy
Yave heen forced 10 speak oul sgaine the
Fefrassinn,

Charter 77 kaz also recefved pditical
sgpeart  from  the Polish Commities o
Dedend the Workers sei up kfller ihe
riprisdisn hil workers in chel country wha

‘I.[‘r;::h Lo prodest price eereascs lidl Jume

wppert rellecis growigy. Gemoenr and

critieal links Twiwess opposttien forsis in
Bamern Burogs. Despite the moresing
repression Ehe mose palitieally  pdvanced
Hulish Committes his enlicsed Hs work
tullsting money for jailed or fired woekers.
[Vx grewing suppart Bas sparked opeasitios
In plker Eastern Eurapean counbriea,

Ak aresult of the peatials, the Crech reg:
Leant hins: byimen i:eudﬁ:]huu-tuu.z Lzder
iscreasing internat PRI - [iAcbedin
an upeoming Belgrade conferenen hdhrmf
implementiion of the Helsinkl aoooedal anil
faczg growing internal hoslity linduding
froet hundrede of thousands of CF wsmbiare
wxpelingd pller 1B88] the hysberscal rantings
againg Charler T7 have been tomed down.

& mew public campaign hea  Esgun,
russing Lhe “prest scoomplshmemis” of
“apgalism” while u::n'mq:.:.g'u'ml..: return o
the pofses  of  the
it EB8A, Hul thig Lea s unllhb];rhnmmn?_'n
enfilexl -of Scrsmship ssbmomic peable=a,
eomilnued represain of dissdents; and most
iopeetantly, deveoping oppositional our
roacs throughol Fuslern Furops,

P. KIGHTTNGALE

wal, To pay for R Sades wanl Lo bis alties in
Seuwli Arabiz and the Golf ail steikdore and
L& ingerigliam. He ot a 3ew million dollars
worlh ol rrumbs from Dhe uil sales
Hgigmliging the need to stave off a - fdissslsr
and maindgin Lhe reypme's mebdlny, Be IMF
zuay well ceugh 2 ban,

dut e while olfering 1 eerrot, Sodic
prepeseid @ flub chet woold allw him ia
wrike aguaa the massms’ g standerds.
The Communist Party and th= Smdet Lnion
ware hlamed for igciling ries,. The Egypalon
Communist Party, Lhe Commis sl Workers
pariy, the Revalutkaary Corscnl and ke
damuary Bih Movement wesf Lengebed for
Twr mechang arroais. Thooseids bave already
he=n seized.

On February 3, #Hedal  anncunosd’ a
referendum o new stabe powergilnsigned i
ive e regime & few mose Lo, Propossd
-Frl' I.-I:dcll.ll:i"'l- rl'me-a:l.nn I RELrea .l|.|_p||nl||

“erimins CONSEUrLey “Any purlisipaale in
sirikes. demonstretaans, t2e desteucion o
srrapation of factorkes o anyone balongisg
in & “secret organisgton” eouln e auhjecl (o
Joreed labaotir Soe 1ila.

Wiy s wddress, Halil amzssel nol gnly Uhe
Daprffrunisls bt also tiw Hessierists of
renn. Repudizing Faseerism, he prdas-
L 1 that i kad “ed” wfar the 19HT
muitery difeal al ihe bande od lsroel.

In fmel, 1here i= 20 starker prood of the
Lailurw of Namserism thaz g sorrupt and
il regrime of hie soceessor. In the 1950
kil EDEDR Mawskr witempled 0 pursoe a
niglanalsl (uiiree and iplrodooed “poctalist”
e ¢ mmasures, By 196), moel key
seeboed ol e ety had been nationalised.
Hul the capileial slats remained. While the
Eln stetor of the wonomy swelled; o did
pmbeyeas of Tha pew roling cless which
wauld seup fhe prdila

Wik Mosser's tnudh, Ba work was ssor
dismeztiod. Sodat's pegime bugan in 1971 by
purging loft Mussertaa, sad Tollewsd b
with the 1UTS expuliion ol Sarviet ulviers - o
series af moves ciugrisg Faspt back inls the
waltizg embraces o ieperialim.

In 1674 an “dliming” e the Wesm waa
offieinllr procaimpll incedisg guaFimtes o

peivale invemors gna the proei of mn Fir-
her natiszalivgiong 'e'.lmu|l:.' nuatingalissd
soctara wuch lurge. banking aml
Insuranee were psned Lo foreign capial.

Three years litar, Sudat’s plans arc B
ruina, Dlespire the allsmpis . ssdustion,
Forsigm capitel has nec rushet in, becanse of
cemirn alwes politigtl sLability, the sheenoe
af  haa= requiremdets” Hndedicz - felex
Enctliciesl aml (2= Egypiian I:r||r|,|.-pjr:|:-|,|_-r'.g
EnFrupis

Far Egypt's rulers. the anly aolulisn js s
furthee doeline inwarker  and peasand lving,
alaNlEras, Bl mmes 3k 1 aeiwnrd Lime,
The hleam hes g pree from cha mose of

Egypt: Workers Shake Sadat__l

Bads's partial victory B the Oetober, 1873,
WAr,

Americas imperisliss hes sl pressared
Iarsel intn accepting a poirs  selismernd.
dezplin Lhe fact chat Egypt Bas bowed s
l&uﬂ-ju'nnu' witk Arab reacthos Lo alast the
_".'A'.'Ffu.

Badit bae mortgeged Eprpe be U4
imperiiiss for bething, e he stcumilon is
nirl, yes sivuase, Wisrkery in thds beertiand of
the Arab proftisial have wriies in bonod
thas they want ne sarm of Lhe mdserabli
rl-'[.'"TIE Their vas angir sowsres thay will
rise mpain.




On February 4 [977 Actheny Uronin latommed

the readers of "The Irish Times" that
T,.. whiile Ireland gould be Ireland
without the Irish language, it couldntt
ba, in aoy recopnisgable sense, amything
at a1l without a literature, i which-
ever language.” Which mkes you wiznder
what sart of method for assessing nat—
lonality they mse arcund the "Irish
Tines®, Thers you have Holland, mow;
with Littls to speak of in the way of
literature, Yot Dobody has been casting
uny doubts en Dutch mnatisnality lately.
Gwitzerland,too, seems to be holding
together fairly woll, despite having

little te bosst of by way of literature.

FOUS. LANDUACES, FOON LATIDNST

S0, you dontt meed a literature to
be o nation. What sbout o language?’

In Switperland, they speak four and
still get away with calling thcl_!ﬂul‘m-‘a
2 nation, Emgligh is the most widely
spoken lampeage dn Britain, the U.3.,
Augtralis amd Camada, yet sobody sug-
gests that they'rs all one mation -
although peopls sometlmes suggest that
because. English is the domlnant every—
day lamssage in Ireland, we are Ciera-
fore British. Funny peychelogy at wark
chare.

5o, & set of people can still con-
gtitute & matiopn withowt baving a nol
able litearature and withowt =P=T‘-f-§w}q.'
one, amigue languape. As Leon ta
pu.tri':: i, . the Swiss peaple, theough
their historical commection, feel
themselves, despite dlfferent lang-
pagen and relipion, as oos nation. An
abatract eriterion is not decisive in
this guestion, but much more dogisive
is the historical conscilousnosa,thedir
faelings and their ispulses. But that
alse is not detormined accidentally

tut rather by the general conditions."

Self-Determingtion, plé) Anthony 0.
cmith, in his scholarly study, Theorics
of Mationgligm, writes: ™...there is
mo doobt that linguistic hosogeneity
and distinctivensss iz an isvaluable
wohiicle and sywbol af matisnhood amd
mtlon-Tforsation; but it would be mls-
leading to oconsider it either a suff-
Iclent or a pecessary mark of the
pthnic mation.® {p220)

CAELIC LEARUE

Thus, it ia wremg Yo regard the
Irish language or p lighly developed
lirerature as essential to Irish nat-
icnality. Both our languapes aod or
literature have bean experiencing lean
times for many decades oow, yet Ledsh
nationality has, in the last eight
years, asserted Trself with ronewed
vigour in the stragele against Irlt=
ish eccapation of the Six Counties.

Hut it is troe that rthe strugele
o revive the Irish language sml to
develop the literature of tThe country
tends to strengthen and echance ouwr
mationalicy g=perally, and, in partic-

ular, ta give & DAOst to the moreé ovart=

1y polivical sspaccs of ‘the struggle
ggainnt British domination [and wice
yerga) ., This emerges very clagrly from
an expmination of the period leading wup
ta 1916 and the War of Independroce.
Pearae wrote En 191d: "I have said
weain amd sgain that when the Gaelic
Legeus was foupded in 1893 the Irish
revelution began.®

Eix out of the seven signatordes to
the 1916 Proclamation were nembers of
the coiste goo of the Gaelic Leapue.
Compoliyrs attitude was described in
an intervlew wvhich his daucht=r, Kora

U

_.-Faf‘ - - Sl
|  Anthony Cronin
Cormally-01Hrion, gave to the HIrish
Ties" [24/4/76): "One dav ber Tother
tald ker and her sister Mona that he
wae talilng them to a place whare they
would learn their native language. lic
took them to a Caelic League class eff

High Strect. .. )k could resd Irisk bue
did mot actempt to spesk if.

19k ALL ¥EATI™S FAILT)

Elagwhers, Gommolly condemned thase
whi, Like ctodayvs British & Irish Comn-
migt Opganisation,believe that Loper-
falisc oppression and culrtural domingc—
ian semehaw belp the cavse of Sacizlisn,
He wrote that: "...oatiens which submit

Debate on the Trish Language
part of the anti-imperialist

to congquest or Taces which ababdan
their langusge in favour of that of ao
appressor da so., . from o slavish asd
eringing spirit...which caunot eXxizt™
slide by side with the revolutienary
‘idpa." As with the Caslic leage.sc

B roo with the Irish Literary Revival,

Teats, as be lay dying, ashed himselfi
Miid that play of jine send fut/ Cert-

& aln men the English ghet?" Canor
reyiruise OfBrien, that sad representative

of the most clapped-out elemants gf the
Irish petit-bourgeoisic; builds oo thie
in order ®o put a large share af the
meeponsibility for 1916 an Featzts
Cathleen Ni Houliham. The reasan for
thiz exsggeration is to justify bis owm
acts of censorship today (when was the
last Eime you heard "Helly of Killanet
on Radie ElrfeannT)

I wouldn®™ go aleng with O*Brients
cxaggeration, but T do beligve that the
Literary Hevival enhanced the sense of
separate ldenticy amang the Irish
peopley — En Trotsky's words: "the
histerical conscicusness, their feel-
ings and their ipulses.™ Thisz £3 as
valld for the Irizh peopls as it la
for Hlgcks in che DSA %8 be inspired
by the works of James Baldwin.

It s wrong of Antheny Crondn [wha
1z nswally more parspicacious than
this} to uperade the dewvelopment of our
Mterature ot the expense of the lane-
usge movemsnt, Both have a subsataotinl
camtritution to wake, oot least to oo
anetlesr, and the soomer cverpane In
npath camps {41 your can desoriba them as
separate camps) realises it the betver.
Indeed, Ceondols proposition beooes
zlightly ludicrous wien you recall chat
i substantial propartion of our CoRTeme
perary Literatume in in Irish - sage-

thing that would oever bave bhappened
whithout the lapnguspe mavement. He
Gronin sheuld plsa remenber that chete
are other arts bezides literatures.

148 SEARHAC SIVLACH®

contd Hwn ik
apposed o discreet behind-closed-
doors lobbying.

: A larpe neeting of the
Cliwil Libartios ﬁnEE:i.un Erﬁ in UCD
in February was nilitane and far-
reaching in its condemmatiomes Carda
brutality. Hilitants mest boild an
such meatings, affering pevepactives
for extending into jodnt action with
other sectors of society, axtend=
ing action to other collepes, amd
taking wp the Tight within the stud-
eat repregeptative bodics,

Woments Hovemert: Haly speakers
at the Irishwomen Dnited meeting om
Gensorahlp in the Mansion Heuse on
February 28th placed the bamming af
Fipare Bib? in the context of the
growth of state repression, as did
the fact eof an IWU militant being
held under the ederwency laws for
puttlis up posters about the mecting,
The woments noveseot can play ah
impartant role &0 brdpeing its weight
and cnergies te bear in the struggle
agiinst repression.

T oog: Canmi i
Early in its campaigm the Morray
Tefance Conmittee (MDC) made appiro-

- aches to many organdsstions and in-
dividugls for suppart for its dem=nds.

Tt must seize the apportunities Dow
opened up on the question af bratality;
and it must approach thess argailaat-
fons agaln. It d¢ mot g0 mich & Gatter
of geteing a speaker frore,aay, che ICCL
oo an MOG platform, =2 to get the den-
shds taken up within the senberghdp of
such organisations.

Nationgl Assacint
dreprdsations: On the hasis of the
resalutions passed at the last nation-
a2l conference of NATO, nilltants
should fight far support for sctien
agalnet state reproszion, as wis
succesafully done by the Limerdcl
Antl-Aepression Cemmittes on tha
Jueation of the Murrays and capltal
pumd shment.,

ﬂ_‘a@uy_m_ﬁhﬂ.%= Far
the Provos to merely pecidt individ-

uzl members e be Enwalyed in camp—
algng such az the Hurrny Defetos camps
algn 18 net epough. Militent mepahlic-
ang magt fight for the comnittient af
thelr organisation te swch campaigns,
af locpl and oationgl level. fnd both
republican and soglalist organisations
mpst ses the cantrality of Iotervenlog
in a1l sesters of palitical strussla
te raige the demands that can begin a
deteroingd and coocerted fightback.
H. MACHAY




ty are baing
up far questioning in
th the Six Countiss and the Tweneyr—
Sim., Political prisonsrs - Barth, South
and In Britaln — are being subjacted to
inbhmman and degrading trestment.

What I8 new about this sitgetion is
oot that it exists, bt that govern-
mpnt denials that It exists are now
received with overvhelming disbelief. As
a result, the govermments? sfrategles
that lis behind the use of brutality
are threatensd with o zathack.

last year, the Lelnster House goo-
ernment hijacked Frank Staggts funeral,
hanned the Frove 1816 demo, brought in
new reprasslve laws. Inm Juoe;, the
Hurrays wors sentenced o death, con-
vicred on the Basis of confassions
which they asserted ware extracted by
torture; and the Moreay Defance Gome—
ltteets demands found Little auppert
in the face of the cnelaught of state
reprassion,

FIGHTING BACK

Since than,ths climate has changed.
Despite the hostils environment, the
Murray Defence Committeae has maint-
ained an energetic campaign, winnine
significant intermational suppart; the
death sentence no longer hangs over
Hoel Murray, and Marie Murray has won
a retrial,

The stergeocy laws did not pass
unchallenged: workers in several areas
marched in protest agalnst them. dmd
the reality of the laws has bacone
morg and moTe apparent to many whe wers
loclined wo displss their impertance,

dver the last year, tha relationship
between the Depurtment of Justice and
the legal professicn has deteriorated.
In the view of mary Lawyers the mathods
of the state in securing coovictions
have threatenad to expose the whole
cancept of legal "justice™ in Irish
sdciety. In rapld succession, Hoey,
Madden and Stenson have beon relaasad,
and cach of the releases bas been
implicicly & rejectien of the more
tunorthodex” metheds of achlevine con-
vlctlons. Such metheds have backfired
to- the axtent that Mr Coomey saw fit
to pdvise Gardal publicly agsimet bedng
Toverzealoust,

UFPORTUNITIES

Then came the "Irish Times? articles.
Tae details were not pew; wWhat was new

was that g Trespectablet bourgeais daily ©

paper bad publizhed the materdial,

The potential for'a real fightback
amainst state repreossion is greater now
that it hss ban tor scmeg time, In
particular, the demunds af the Murray
Defence Comittes gain mew forcs in
relation fo police hrutalitr,

State repression his not been ladted
ar pushed back, but povernient steategy
hes received a jolt = & jolt that dan
be transformod incte a major sethack noc
Just for the Lelnaber House government

bat for British stratezy as well. The
suppression, intinddation and wlalence
directed agninst the anti-andenist
workers in the Nerth is by o8 means
the whols of British strategzy. (v the
contrary, tha suppression of republican
amd socialist ferces in the 26 Countiss
is an gasantial part of Dritish policy,

The revolt of the Cathelic working
class in the Six Countles has come i
against the limies impozad by itz sep-
aration from the Southermworiing class.
Britvizh lmperiglism is intent upon fur-
ther isolaving and suppressing that
revolt — and that emtails the thorough
repression of antl-imperdalist forces
in the Sowth. It is in the context of
the centrality of Southern state mop-
regsion in British strategy that anti-
imperializta mest selze the appertumity
to explolt the current situstion.
DEHANTS

While it would he machanical bo: bel-
ieve that 4 simple get of demands ino
relation to the repression can be ani-
Toomly preseoted in 211 sectors of pal-
iticgdl gtrugele, it s important to
eatablisl what gre the demands wiich
can taly the strueple against rapressian
forward.

Az wi have mentlopsd; the denands of
the Hurray Defonoe Committes gala new
=forpa, On the srounds of the gllegstions
of palicer tarture din the Hurrays case,
and with the precedest of Homan Stensonts
release, the domand must be te FREE THE
HUARATS; but this demand should mot
exclody draving atteation ko the fact
that thoy were comvictad without jury
trial ; especlally in the conteat of
the rovelations regarding finmesrprint
avidence apd other "unorthodoxt
procedarss, o moagt demand AN END TO
NOK=JURY DOLRTS.

el e

Garda techndeal bairea
“Heavy Gang~ b bpsed

iy we have said on mamy occasions in
the past, we oppose the Forcibls
let, the Offences Againat the State
Actd, the Orimdng] Law Jurisdiction
Actyeto,ate, And we demand AN END TO
ALL REPRESSIVE LiWs, And the particul-
ar aspect of the vagt array of such
lawzs that i= thrawn into glearest foo—
us by the revelations sbout Oards bru-
tality is the T-Dny Detention provis-
ion. It is quite obviohs to large
oumbers of péople that fow conld beep
up thele resistance to sigoing 4 fake
confession after soch 4 peried of in-
timidation apd tartupe. 30, w damand
AN END TO 7-DAY DETENTION; amd we add
the domand that 211 confessléns and
atatements should be signed ot only
by the person chargkd but also bv 5
Lawyury atd that o lawver or other
independent withess should be presest
during intersogaticn,

It s by raisine soch damands as
widely as pogslble that we can aid
the srowth of comsclouspess as to the
pctual reality of the repressive lavs
of tha state,

RALSING THE DEMANDS

In the Trade Imiong: On the onog
hatd, workers have mobilised seainst
repreasive laws, both throngh trade
umior bodies and 2t Locsl and Cackars
level, 0n the other hamd, the rariogs
trade unfons and che ICTU have passed
reaclutions againgt repression, bog
thega resolutionz have oot baen trans-
torsied into agtden, The fask of rav-
oluticnaries and a1l those within the
Labour movement comidtted to class
strogele must be to work to genaralise
spontaneaus expressionon of reslstance
by workers, and must be to press for
trade imion-sponsored meetings, marches,
demonstrations, and other initiatives,
U example of how to raise the guest-
ion of repressien in the tyade wniang
tan be given in relation to brutslicy
in prizabs: The Minlster for Justics
has refuscd permdssion for Labair Tha
amd Banators to vigic Partlacigs ;
militsnts should pusk for o trade
unicn fact-Cinding nlssion to wisie
the prisons where thoy would bezr
first-hand accounts of the allogat-
ivna of brutality,

“The Irish Council for Divil Liber-
Tdagt Mo ope can be under amy 1llus-
ioos that the burcawcratic leadership
of the IROL wishes to advance palitic-
al denaruls through dirsct aetian, They
have an exclusively parliamentarian
aod legalistic perspectim. A1l the
sama, mipy membe re - snd supportecs of
the TMCL do not see parlizment and the
caurts as the paly apeas where affort
shauld &% directed. [t is therefare
important to fisd says of placine bef-
dre the suppartars of the To0L the
pevspactive of public action against
the statefs repressimn palicies, as

o, 51, Jobm's Resd, Kingebrldge, Dublin, whirs the uI 7™
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