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There c 3 bo mo doubt that the last
year haf witnessed 3 oew upsorge in the
militancy of the anti-snisnist resist-
ance, laying the kaals for a potent-
ially sass resurgence aguimst British

in particilar, since the Relatives
iction Cossittes (RAC)'s dessmytrations
in Amgust, the rlsing tide of struggle
has dealt & series of bBlows againstc
Dritain's intention of criminglising,
isolating and repressing the reslstance,
The origingl protests sgainst the rem-
oval af political status have hlassoned
over into growing spentarsous mobiliz-
ations in a mmmber of areas agalnst the
British Army Etgelf; so that, ome wear
aon froa the removal of political status
amd the lormatlion of the HAC, the issue
of political prizeners bas bees showh
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te be indizselobly linked to the strug-
gle to drive out the Tarces of occupat-
iom.

And the reason is clear: politicgl
BTATUE waus woo as part and parcel of
the mass strugeEle against British sco-
upaticny it can enly be regained in

T

I of ordinary Protestant workers that

the

real
eaning

2&3

Accopding to Conor Cruize DPRrien drtiz-
les 2 gnd 3 af the I237 Constleution

which clalm jurlsdl¢tion ower the & Coun-

tles, are a major bhatacle to_a paace-—
ful gottlement of the cenflict in the
¥orth. The nub of his argument 1s
that these atricles are seen by

the Protastant commumity as a ©ype
aof Saothern "imperdalist! threat ta
their independonce and llberty. It
follaws, in O'Brisn’s view, that the
repeal of these articles would go s
leng way towards pacifying the loyal-
1zts and reconciling them to pewer—
sharing and reconcilistion with the
Houth.

PMIHLE-THINK

As with mogt of Orfrien®s vicws an the
Warth, this argueent is beged on half-
truths and doubde-think.

Offrien trles to peae gs oo great ldber-
al who fearlessly defends the rights of
the Protestant commnity against threats
af "Gresp Fascisa. Dt be carafully
avoids asking what ic ls about the
articles that frightens the Pratest-
amts so much. The truth iz that the
laralist politicians - for thedir own
cymical pods - are abls to make cap-
ital out of them only becausze they
represent the claime of a clerlcally
daminated, sconamically backwand
gtate. It is the legitingte faars

their meligions belisfs and ecenamic
galns are in donger =o long az the
Sapthern state claims juriadiction

oyer Che Morth that glves the rant-

ing of squslly bigated anti-werking
class politiclans, any shred of erad-
ibdility.

30 long as the Bouth remsins a Mgoor-
been republic!  the repeal of Artic-
les 2 and 3 could have little affect

an the ability of Paisley, Balrd, wWest
and oo, ta whip op the fears of Prat-
astant workers, The hidstory of tha
period from I[922 ta I93T when che

Frae State made na elaim to the Korth
iz amplea preocf of this. —So

if D' 0rien was really serlous about
defending the rights af the Prot-

estant community his {irat sarget

for attick woold he clericalism and
economic backvardnessa.

Wbat in OfBrien®s record on these iss-
uas? Like gll politigisns he 1l adept
at makimg verbal breadsides at clerical
contral but io practice delng mothine,
For exmample during the Comtraception
row in 1375 wlen Coszrave vated ag-
alngt hiy own goverpgent, 0VHrico wes in
an Ldeal position to make a real protest
by mesigning and pefusing to serve onder
a Lathalic Bigot like Cesgrave... Lasbead
he subsrdinsted the Flght agalnst cler=

izalism to the fight amainst HThs Provos',

Tha shallowness af 0'Ocisnts 1iberalism
iz axpesged Br the Ffact that in order
to defend reliedious Libercy he makes

al alliance with religions bigots. The
truth is that 010rien is really inter=-
eated, pot in defepdine the interests
of Protestants, htot in using thelr lears
craatad by the Tgombeen men? and their
allies like OtHrien - to underdilsne the
strugrle against British Imperislism,

A HALF TRUTH

If The Provestant commmity is afrald
of Articles 2 and 3 it is not primar-
ily bacause they pese a threat o rel-
igious Liberty and ecomomic presperity.
Hare iz where 0tBEricn's half-testh
comes ip, The morthern statelet is
itself a theroughly bigated inscitut-
ion, and seme af the worst and moat
alatant axanples of seclal injustice
in Europs are to bhe found there. The
real reason why the Frotestants are sa
veliedantly oppased to the clalns of che
Youth is that partitfion reinforced the
“sectardan privileges of gll sections of
tl'f:i Protgstant commmity. Acticles 2
and } although of purely formal pignif-
leanes - thase whe tr7 to act ik accecd-
ane: with their logle will sean find
theiiselves danced wpon by the Beavy
ang - drauw attention to the fact that
e

the context of this strugele, It is
the cantral issue which makes clear
the meal matare of the Ikdlsh war,-

oot betwsell Twe communities dostln ted
b Tpangstaral and tpadfathars?, but
a war of mationgl liberption. The
fight to regedn it cammot b ssparated

the mass of 1righ peopls hawe never
accepbed partition and the sectarian
privileges of the Northern Protwstant
copmnity that go along with it.  This
is the real resson why Articles 2
gnd 3 are onatbems te loyalists and
Inionists of cvery strips. Thus we
g@@ that OTHrien’s threadbare Liber-
alise lrads Juim to & eltuaticn wiets
be btacks the most clearicallst and
zombeon elements in the Scuth and
tries to give a carte-blanche ta

the sectarian practices of the Six-
County atatelet.

FIGHT LOYALLSM

Hobody shauld ke foaled by what a
policy of comciliition tovards loy=
alism can achiews. Sush a palicy

was elowted €0 a strategy by the
SILF aid the Seuthern govertment

in the pariod from the W0 strike

ta the Copventien plections. Cos-
grave anpounced that the wiolence

of the Hortherm Cathelics was kill-
ing the Southts desire for units
Coopey aid Fitzferald called fer toe
ahelition of Articles 2 e7d3 and a
refarn af the Constitutlony the Crin-
inal Law Jurizdictien BELL yas fneroducec
gnd censorghip was stepped up; Repulb-
licans were heupdedy The SDLF neoeed
sawards acceptaoce of the RUC and
PR gtc. ebts..- and what happeped;
Were the lovslists appeassed? Mot at
Il, Uno tha contrary they drew
gtrength apd unity tfrom thess con-
cesslana, winpoing two dverwhelning
glection victerlss (Westoinster
Qetober PTRE and the Conventian

May P75, cand lamnching o serdes af
furions sectarial sssasgingtians.

Tha way to fight loyalism is not
througlt appeasemant Ttut by chall=
enging its sectarian privilages.

This must be dome first and foce=
nogt by the Cathollic minerity
demanding itz rights, Dut the
Northern minorlty calllot win on

ifs awnl = it paeds the belp of

the Sautherr workers and small farn-
ard, Articles 2 apd 3. althaush

they have anly o tormal silegnificance
Tor poalicicians fram Tev to Cesgrave,
are & declaration by the Southern nasses
that they support the demands af the
Rarthern minority,

That iz why bourgeais politicisns of
every porauasion want ot get rld of
Articles 2 anod 35 that is why Social-
lsts who defond democratic rights
defand Articles 2 and 3 tooth and mail,

NARA MAGEW(T
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rram that wars Thus, in August,the RAC
demoristrgtiong led €0 barricades bedne
erected in maly areas of Belfasts =
the real devolepment of the fightback
is againzt the barrgcks of British ooe-
upatian.

TURF LOOGE

A ceuple of months Later, the women
af Torf Lodge began their herolc att—
empts o drive the Army out of the
ared, In the weke of the shooting of
fandy Lynch, the murder of 13-year—ald
Brign Stewart, and o mmber of other
atrecitios. & serles af spontymeons
mobilizations by these women repelled
suceessive mini=-"Hotorman™ cperations
by the Army afd cassed u flurcy of
chags in the ranks of the Telscted
represantativea?,

e Allignce Party coumcillor dam-
anded the withdrawal of plastic bull-
etg = one of which had kllled Brisn
Ftevart - only te be promptly disowned
by his Furty bogs, 0liver ¥apier,
Paddy Dowlin of the SOLP did not miss
the opportunity edither: when & goldiers
were charged with burning dewn = Gad
club in-che Whiterock, Deviin zzcused
the At of bedne responsibls for 3
other zuch buroings, Host Iaportant
of all, when thes "Peace at any pricet
brigade tried to use the sitiuatios,
thoy weie driven out of Turf Lodge and
forced to revesl thelir true colours -
blanket suppert for the Army, RIT, UDR.

SPREADTHG ACTION

The elgnificance of Turf Lodge can~
Bt be everestimted. By directing
their strugele against the real enesy,
the British trosps, the ldcal people
cut right through British propagands
deslgned to depoliticise and crimingl-
ise the resistance, utterly sxposing
the hypocrisy of the Pouce Movensnt
and thelr reformist back ers in the
ghettoss,~ the Bepublican lubs,

By spantaneously acting tomather,
setting up an Action Commdttes and 7
relving oo mobiltsations on the
trects. they revealsd the latent
depth of the mass reslstance and t
capacity fo act eutside the ripid
condibes inpesed by the Provisianal
leadership. Thew scted a3 ub exampls
to other ghettoes.

Thus,in the Hew lodge area, after
o particulardly brotsl beating br the
ATITY, il action committon was init-
Lated to mobilise agmins: militare
represalon. In Ardovee, boilding
workers hawe gone oo strile agziost
Army harassment. Th the Boral Vict-
orla Haspital, thers Have been a
mumher of protest motion: by the
wvirbers domanding the remaval el a
filitary post in the hozpital
grouncs, In the Clonard, after Frank
Hoyna died of & beart attack, Faédy
bewlin scouded the Paras of murdar,
dematded the withdrasel of their
raginent, and cplled for & full eng-
uiry, 94% of the peoples in the ¢lon="%
ard ‘slgoed a petltion demanding the
the withdrawal of the Paras and lmgan

[ E:un!sa Their own seli-detonce
with barricades. Mareawr,in Datry,
the Irish Front - composed of the
Frevos, IRSP, remmabts af the Hatloo-
alist Party and individuals from the
Republican Clobs = has as its cancral
cemands the withdrawal of troops aod
freedon for pelitical pelsoncrs,

FRITAINYS FATLIRE TO CRUGH RESITSTANCE

Wey has this upsurge on the strects
dovelaped In the last 6 oonths?
Despite mounting repression - cmaps-
oncy legislation in the 26 Comneles,
strgngthening and rearmlng the ROD aid

UDR, massive prison-building programme, |

removal of political status - Hritain
has been totelly unalble to patch tog—

ether any povermental apreerent bot-

ween the Cnionists and the SDLP,

All Britain's talk of "sorting it
gut yourselven® has been accompanied
iy a rlsing level of terture aod bro-
Eality, but this has proved complately
insufficient to cow the anti-gniondst
Pazses lnto deswralisation. Indeed,
every attempt by Britain to step up
mpresslon has wen greeted by fresh
outbursts of militancy. The Army's
atirmpt te crush Turf Lodge and Bally-
murphy behind the cowr of the Peace
I-H-n.-ul;mm:h:tre a murderous fiasco.

i e La a growding crisis of
British rule in Ireland today, where
imperialism iz too wpak to inflict any
docizive defeat on the anti-unionist
Masses. Consequently, what the palic—
tidans 8f all parties politely refer
ta a5 A "political wacumm', veicing
carplaints about flack of pelitical
initigtive " from Rritain, io realice
rellects the growlog erisis of Brit—
1sh demimatian throughaut all Ireland,
4t a tine whon Dritish capitaltsm it-
':-e!f iz in deep crisis ower its imak—
Llity to inflict a defeat an its own
werking clasa,

REFUTLICAKS

.Jilt_u: the same time,this is alan
& crisis of the Rogublican leadorahips,

The Officizls hswve been utterly dis-
credicted 1n Beliast through thelr sup-
part for the fPeace? campaign; while
in Derry chey hawe daased te exiat as
an arganisatian:

Bt alse the Prowos have falled to
provide necessary lefderanip. They
have not chrown their whole weight ba=
bind the RAD e pive it the cruclal
direction aguinst the Hritish Armr and
ihatead have tended to dlvert the cam-
paizn [n;a. gssasainating prison wand-
eri). They hawe bean caught flatfooted
by the sharp strugecles developliog in
areas like Turf Lodge; they have not
tried to coprdinate these strugiles
inte mass unlted protests onm the
streets.

In An Phoblacht, Jangary 1ith, in
an-article; ™ Ancis.le cheiles HArits
Out!, there dz no hint of lpw te kick
them auty instead: PThiz month will
gep the greatest caipeign of publicity
gyer mountad by dinn Fein on thoe demand
Tor a British withdrawal [rem Lreland,
+«This iz the manth of the oreat inst=
ruction.'” The artlele goes on ta expl-
gin why the Hrits shonldnft be in Ire-
lard apd why Sinn Frints pragramm ds
correct. In shart, Sinn Fedn Limit
thenselves to propagands, with no rof=
erenoe to the strugeles unfolding, and
e atGempt to proegide the lead necess-
ary to genarplize these struseles.

IMPACT OF MASS STRIDCLE
Iy iz mot Zing Feln or the IRA that

vhave wept the reristancn bobbling.but

the militant determination of the mazs=
ea - thenselves. It is the reassertion
of the methads of muze struggle over
the last vear which has caussed turmoil
mat just inm the ranks of the Provos,
but ampngat Britiss collaboratera
throurhkaut Ireland,

A1 st lalt the delsgates at the
last ADLF confersnce wated far creap
withdrawal; Eritalnfs inabiliey ta
crugh the resistance is oltimetely
respanaible for the 1Later Lovalist
as ta take wp all questions af Deltish
ciipation, Irom the ATHY to unbomplov—
Meot and lwosing, end pravide 3 real :
andver ta the meeds of the oppressed
in the waole of Treland,

This =zort of unlced Lpsdersbip will
um.I'r_L-r: rilt through a process of day-
eloping wiity sround linkipg che mast
lutstandiog izsues af the day - in
particolar, political stotus aod Troops
Cut. The recont aferance of the Tetle
aroups E‘HH,ESP:PR,.‘?-'WH,&'.;M hea tarmed
af abtl-repreasion codmithee around
tl‘.e:s-T- demands, with the Intention of
dtawing in individual nilitapes by do-
wvolving dtself 1o lpcal struggles, try-
ing to coordingts thien, and basing ie-
s01f an the needs and oreanisation
0L these struggles. This exsmple of
unity is an exanple which mast be fol-
Lewmd a3 a erugial alemont of building
mads anti-isperizlist unity,

' NTKE PINTER




AFTER THE BUDGET AND THE 5thNWA

WORKERS STILL

NOT BEATEN

Feiruary 23 saw the acceptance by the
Irish Congreas Of Trade Unioss {(ICTO)
of the 1977 Xatiomal Wage Agrecment
(WAl While delepate after deleg-
ate trooped to the rostrun ta don-
cufice the deal for felling to keep
up with prices, ar for shifting tha
birden of the recaszioh on to the
backs of the workers, while the mij-
ority of those wha remain in favoup
of WwWiAt's remained tight-lipped and
silent. Thatts not surprizing as

it becomes increasingly difficule
for these trade unionigts To advoe=
ate such agresments as pabaceas to
woricers  feeling the bite of inflsc-
106, - Even Rugidhri Roberts agresd,
in saeking the ratification of Con-
gress, that Pipbody was claimin tiae
this pay=deal would guarastee Full
protection against increases in the
oot of living over the peried of
the agresment”. He went an to tell
the conferpnce that the budgetary
provizions for increased esployment
fell short of the measures consider-
ed hy Congress to be necessary and
putlined in their submizsion to the
Minister fer Finamce befere the Bud-
et

A PAY PAIBE

It would have bean mire hooest of
Faberts and ather apgresment suppert=
ors to teel the workers wvhat this
deal really im, 4 pay pause which
affaccively extends inte o pay fresge
for meny &f the wralor seactions of The
working clazs. The proposal for a I4
mohth agrecment which includes a 3
month paise o be followed by two
phased Inergases each of 28% plus 7.
The first ibBcrease will be paid ime—
odintely after the pause and will be
fallewed by a second lncrease 7 mooths
later. Each phase is subject to a
finiomé increpse of £2 2 week and 3
maximun of £4.13p,  Set against a vETY
bigh rate of laflstion of areund 204

and in the framework of highly restrice=

bve clauses, which demy the right to
wrkers te strike For equal pay the
abolition of anemalies. Toa undep-
stand bow the proposals for the T9TT
WWA cang To be hammered out, it is
meceEsary to @0 back ta July ISTe
abd the conclusion of the intepin
agresment far that year,

INBERY facam po

sexiality while many others react
in revulsion agpinst the sxploitation
of humgn scaxmality by blg business.

COVERNMENT AND HREAICRAT - MANCEUVRES

Tagred on a3 (davse 22 was o cammit-
ment by unlons and employers 9 mect
in Septonber T976, and discass the
possibility of o further agresment.
But af grester inportance Was anether
sormniement that hath snides would
meat the goyesnment far a secies of

ddscuzaions oo econodle and saciel strat-

egy, ‘Ihe trlpartite talks starced
on Detaber with Ofleary promizing

a £100m, package of taX CoNCGSsions
and a job creation programoe, i
thers was a pay [reege until the

gnd of 1977, These talks lumberad
o withaot any agteelwnt D81ng
rezched, Tor four weoks. Than '[.'..he
Employe —Labour coofersnce met In
Hoyenher 0 bazin dizcussions on

a wWaga pact.

These Tripartits talks werce Basd

to dups the workers inte thinking
that they were geing to b= allowsd
gom sav on the direceion of sooial
sod ecopedile palicy.  The postucings
af the Trade Union Hureousiacy wenot
& lang way to peinfercing thess mis-
takien concepcions of what theaa
talks really veprezented., FProd

of increased tax allewances (which
were only partially oer] and secial
walfare henefits along with postul-
ated plaos for a jabs creatien proc-
Tamme, wore cnough te buy off the
trade union leaders, even thoogh the
mudpet althcations bave fallen far
slhort of the rarssta they se=t.  Only
Bddis Lawless ol the Natiomal Eweciit-
fve pf the ITOWU was honsgt enough
ta point this out and czll on Aed-
mre @ reject the agresment, It
s alsg ipterssting te note Gt
the repart of the Kational Prices
Gommigaion, which was prepared some
montha back, was only rolsased gfter
the Fudget aod the slgning of the Nuda.

PROBLEMS FUR THE RMSSES

This latest agroement may poove
wry difficalt for the bisses To
held comther. These difficulties
will arise on 3 differenc lawels:

Al A vory scrong ssotor wilthin the
working clasa, the Public Servies
workers,  These have had ©0 endure

& movernment enbarge on all clains,
Thare is a great deal of unrest and
rlashes are likely to break out.

B:  Clesely commectad is the guest-
ion af egual pay for women = large
nmbers 28 whem wark in the public
seryice, -where the existence of
fgingle and married grades't is prov-
ing & Black toe the egualisation of
rates of pav. In the private sactar
alse, the use of the grading system
| thare by pla_!:t:i;:,g womin at the DRttam
of the wage scale) ls frustrating
nany thousands of women in theirc
quest for equal pay. Theilr hands
hawe ‘heen tied by the restrictive
e strike" claouse in the WA,
Signs are,with the strile of the
wonen teleplonlsts, that a central
part of the fight back agalnst

the ¥Wh could came from women
workers.

C:  The wesker sectionz of the
workers, those ln the Traditional
induscries ramming inta godecline,
have beeo strugeling for the past
LD YRATS naw ta win the iocreases
af the last Two wage roubdst  In many

af these cascs the enplowvers have claimn-

ed imability To pay, and during the
workers! [lght<back agalnst tals
attempts have actuslly been made

to cut wapes. Examplas in Dublin ama
to be found in the Hickey's strike
(mainly young women workers) and at
Ailied Textiles. These typss of
gtrikes are msally official) mooeiv-
ing suppert from the traude unlonbs ut
5t g very low kay mainly bocaguse of
the implications they sucgest.
While these worlers will not be in
the frent ranks with the heavy hate-
allions=, like the building warkers
who have threateped to strike over
an anomaly clainm helf-paid to them;
thelr small=zgcale atruggles pener-
atn a frustratien anomng workera ip
veperal, with the sttachs: being
made on thele Jivine standards.

THE TASE OF S0CIALISTS

4 resl challange is pow Tased to gap-
falise militank s in the . traids abnbons,
tp the activity of theze layers of
vorkers., Their co—ordiosticn and
ganeradisation i& orf vital impart-
atiee Af che fipht-back is to fake
off gt alE. The Hesd for o unitad
hattle on s class-strugicle basls
within the pnionms is clagrly possd.
WarleTs are secking aiswars To0 The
i jer prablemz of the day, o uoeb-
plavment, redundancies, and wege=
freszes. We have ao apportunity to
provide semg af thosze ATUuTT Y.

O af the [irst steps we could

tale g ta rcall far foll-scale
aupport far the egual=pay acrake

af the talephonista. We oist
arganlse a mazs demenstration

in support of thoir strise.

U & more long=tern bwzis, the

negd far & poblic serviee alliampce
1z sharply pozed; to begin to
co—ardimpte aod direct the {rustrat-
iogs of large numbers ef thaze
workers Against the goveroient
cubarga .

MSH THANE LWIOH CAUCUS




EXPENDITURE CUTS AFFECT

WORKERS AND STUDENTS

Wible thaca hag Doen nooopen
plsshiryg ss woch en Rdlie smenting
alers; thw llmes of Dende Fealevs
E3,000 miL1lire: reesr 3 poars &
mEltals, Hwe seunt of o b
allorabed (61, ST ml110on)k is om

sy majos beers];  alomgelde smoe
pegkraint, of its "stoack o
imflation®, Oniw adadn,; 1k is

et of shaly making, nok just in
haneirg thelr wacpss held dese bul In

ehlr families mshued, A stabsent
From the & 1.0 bn swlid-low G She
apblmsies s partiouiarly intersacs
ing irecfar =8 Lt wless o haalth
alde of thinge, The steterest sadd
that the sxtia £3 = qlven b0 hbalil
1#k un] "“maimitwiced the sxisticc

This 16 &
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g el BE ;
7€ OF THE DRAW
F‘ Pedbisl FLELe
PRy e
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s vet it 1x here thak the oot~
haschs will hit Aardet.  Ircessd
fealt hxs saffored wore Cwan Sy
erthiar arma dm Tar ome oAt data
mre oonoerned soroclally sinos Tdd
157h. T memt rectinens onae s
bean in home ald helps too dlsiressed
famrdlinm, milk and food alicdanoes
ko mothars, RUFRGEY QEMRES B0
deceivmd children s well as oeticnl
chirmody sba, @ervioes.  In sther
wrriA . tha poconst wectiona of tha
ity s the e i edoe
caklEy, WheTs apart S QEMLLS,
the wooss apad affecked 1% reswdlal
Mt capped] edusasion.
The Flnal Hileg chyt shoule e
mamenbered in that +his 1o an
election bidget. For that mssor,
tha allomarions. granted afe, mh

ricksta; phooleal debd lity sk
Iegsssd, et the voswbs of S
very rloh bu made 'ooexioun',

FYONEERS FIGHTP is a newssbweet
ot members and supporters of
the Mavement for a Socialiat
Republic. It cowers the majer
iswues an which class stragele
gloments witkhin the trade aplan
{mevemgnt should be fighting.
‘Mot just desoribing strikes.it
draws the lesspns frem partic-
wlar struzeles and pravides
waluable inforsation to back
up the intervention of milit—
ants, concentrating on appert-
apitles ro bwild and mobdliss
for class strigeles initiztiwes.
If you would like te receive
TWORKERS FIGHT' megularly 1o
the post, please cut out this
| form and send 1t with £l [more
if vou like!) wa W.F. (Sub),
cfo AR (lprgwley Hd, Tohlin 5.
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Socialist Republic

IRIEH BECTION OF THE FOURTH N TERNATIOMAL

[ WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION RABOUT THE M.5.E.

Movement for a

Tha Secretary, M.5.R. 38 Clanawley Road, Dublin 5.
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Thiz comes from a reselution of the
Belfast Socizlist Wamen's Group %o g
racent left conference on anti-imper-
It argued that the most
soncrete axpresslon ol the lefc's support
for wiien's struggles would be ta begin
naw ta dizcriminate in favenr of women
partleipgting fully in political actlv-
This means women chairdne thair
own medtines, lavioe creche focliiities
at cpnferences snd taklog vp the prab-
dens of child—rcare; damgstic cammit-—

It means realising the
ldpartance of women avercoming their
lack of confidence and polirical ex-

lalist unity.

ity.

me Rty ats.

perieoce.

tut words will mot achieve this,
el TSt erganise pow, inside laft groups,
nzide the anti-imperisiist novemspt and
Lacal wamanis greups
in such aress are beginking to appear-
these can play 5 real rale in taking up

inside local areas.

theze guestians.

These seeningly mundane guestlons can

and must lead to challenging thr posit-
lob af women In capitalise socisty, Ther
laad te the guestion of women pliving
an equal role In every sphere of 1ife

in the sociplist society the anti-in-
perializt farces ave [ighting for,

Histary has =hown that women play

WOMER A5 HAH

leading reles in rewvolutionars

movementy = Kusgla, Spaln — amd
yet this does aot gugrantec their

Liberation,

ot hediez,

e

domlnatian.

Unienist arvas.,

Lund.

The left must take the fight sppainst

the backward ideas of the churck and

tad many FEepeblicens are even agginst
the right of women to control cheis

They must take the fight
arainst low pay, lack of onicnisation,
the farcical leaphales in the Equal Cay
Aet and demane che right of women as

well 55 men to work, ‘in the fisht zemingt
reactionary opposlitlon.,
mursery and saciel farilities in anti-
unionizt areas, the lack ef well-paid
joby for women (e are the amsz wha
have o make snis meet)
ol comtraception farilitiee, 411 chase
are directly the resalt of inperialist

It iz mot epouch to suy THat the weients
struggle should act be snbordinated to
the natlodal strogple - we sust fight
maw to link them pp in practics.
izzpe of womenls cppression dust be
raised where its gffects ame most
present = in the heart of the fnti-
Mg we mist besln
to bu 1d an anti-inperiplist woments
mrvement in the 12 Countiez that will
reprezent The righting wanen of Iro—

[f we dp B2t

gries understand it wery well.

FINGERS 0T PEACE

undenatand this, reactioo
1 Irizh

wanen bawe traditionally played a "apec-

inl® rale wh
carcying on
all ook sid
Their pa=itd
i3 macred -
gtate it wad

The Lazk af

Thiz ia the
the Lack

sz¥ that thea

aty struzgele
Far as loeng
ta remain ig
Lanary foros

The

which iz whe

FIOMA BRSSO

ilg the men are oot Mehting.
WHile hushands, fathars, sons.
S
on in the Cahly wag scel
glaranteed Wy church and

=) C ict,

waneo are the moral conacleno: o
thair mam, gone agtray, shil chers—
fore for the whale of seciety.
Thus thes hawe an finvalugblet rala
ra play in bringing peace to this
eroubled society.,

unfartungbe loglc of THize

penterg af  the Fepublican ndwomeent wha

cwonerd s question must walft,
The logic af the position

that suberdinates aoy incepeodent
a.l.'Li'I.'l‘l-,:.‘_.. ap HGD-MW'!.E“QL&]- -El'-'-tl"-_-t—_
iges to the immwdiate ceeds of the milics

& we walt, apd Isave women
olated in the haie, react=
s will attempt to detach

pmamen from the cless struegele and use
then ta break it 4

e Hyiread amel Betty oomke




Two of the Rising®s main popests will e
discussed In this article — i) The lessans
to be learnt from an analysis of the avent
ltselfl and its underlying causes 14) Ita
relevance today for revelutlonary socialists.

The sttempted banning of the Provislonal
Sinn Feln commemoration ln dpril 1974 which
wad 5till attended by & largely working class
crowd 0f over IS0 shows that thedse arae

not simply academic issues. The questicn
"wWhis Fears To Speak Of Easter Week! is more
relavant today that it was last year,. ss

the Southern govermment stroins ite avery

o 0 gever its tenuem and snharrass fng

links with it. The Coglitdon stepped off=

ieially commemorating the event in I974,
cow af its Leading ministers,Concr Cralsze
JO0tErien, has declared his opposition ea

it and now they are campaigning for an—
ather atab in the back te the Horthern
miparity: the abolition of Articles 2 and
3. Far over 50 wears the Southern boor-
geolsle has claimed to support the aims of
the men and vomen of 1915 but to disagree
with the "™yiclent methods™ favoured by Rep-
ublicans. We will goe that this is met a
betrayal but a cynical effort to continue
sabotaging the naticnal liberation struggle
in a slightly less kypecritical manmer.

BLAD O THE HOME RULERS® HAMDS

In the years before the Rising the South—
grn Catholic middle-class | az it then
was) made few apologies for its pre-Brit-
igh stance. It iz true they used their
Hore Rule party to epginesr an alliance
the English Libaral Party to gain & meas—
are of develved government, However, ib
the face of a reactionary onslaught by
(Mater Unionists, they backtracked so rap-—-
ldly that they ended sending ewver 30,000
people to fight and die in the service ol
an emplre with ane of the bloodiest mecords
of all the ioperisliszt powers. This iomed-
lately tears to ghreds the "prqument® that
the constitutional wing of Irish nationag=
fam fx peaceficl. Nefther fs if democratic
for dts pacty wor 85 out of the 0 Irdsh
septs In the 1910 election bpsed an & prom=

ige of TAlly fledged Homs Rule, on &

limited franchise of 700,000, whareas
Sion Fels won 73 out of ID5 sests in J9I5 on

i franchise of Z,000,000, To speak of
tha participants in the 916 Rlsing us-
urping a democratic mamdate therafare
means glving credibility te s particul-
arly shabhr form of bourgeals democracy.

DIVISINNS IN THE WORKING CLASS

Thiz hewever was not done by the magt
militant sections of the Irish soriking
clags. The key to understanding their
continued suppart sand syipatchy 91 Rap-
ublicanism Lies. dn undaratanding haow,
due to the extrems backwardosss of the
Irish econcoemy = in T8930 itz national
incaome was fEEA. hlil.e:l':u;‘_ Britainls wasg
Il,043n. = m0 labour’ ~ &ristacracy
cold be crpated, with the exception
df ‘the partisally imdustrdslized Warth-
Eagt,which was capable of distilling
reformiat politics into the whala

SIXTY—-O0ONE YEARS LATER:
THE 1916 RISING ~A HERITA

FOR ALL S

naticnalists of Silnn Fein, Thay
failed to see that comcemtrating
an econonle lasses leaves the
workers’ trapped in bourgecis 14-
eologys 8 Lonin argeed: M., ..
"t Flend

the Bconamlc struggzle itself a
political characteri we ahall

to develop the pal-
itical cooacisusness of the
workers (to the level of Sacial
Deniscratic - the contenmporsrr
tern for Revelutionary Marxist -
palitical :umclnua:rl.m;:} o lap=
1o within the framesork of the
poomamic struggle for that frane- .
verk 18 oo narrew® (What Is To Re
Bema 7, Moscow T9T0, p.II4]1. 1t iz
the task of soclalists not alons
ta pxplaim to the workers that
they are oppressed but alsa to
davelap their comsciauzness by
agitating around all the aapects
af that oppresaion. All the aspec

working class, as had happened in Eng-
land. Lenin explained the contrast

in this way: "Larkin has performed mir-
acles among the unshilled workers,that
mass of the British proletariat which
in England i3 so often cut off from
the advaoced workers by that cursed
petty=_ Lay g, -liberal, aristocratic
spirit of British skilled sorker"
("Ericish Labour And Bricizh Ieperis -
ismp ). The fight of the unskilled
irish workers was POt Jwst abatractly

linked te the struggle agaipst British
Imperdalism, In I802 Larkin broke frem

the English Dackers' Unlon to form the
Irish Transport fnd Geoeral Workers?
inion (ITGWU) becanse the English
uplon would mot support his milicant
poelicies.

The other Irish unlons were eriginaliy
tased on a small layer of skilled wopk-
ers, largely organized in English-laged
unions, A labour aristocracy existed

in the Narth die to Belfastls limired K

Irctuw erdglization and, i fmditatfon of
its English countarpart, placed its
interests bafore those of the entlre
proletariat, Compolly has been ane
ef the few Harxists to come 0 terms
with this prablen: At one tine.im
the industrial world of Great Beit-
ain and Irelapd the -akilled.labourar
loaked dawm with contempt on the
unakilled ard bitterly resented
his attempt to get his children
rauzht any ar the skilled tradogs:
the feeling af the Urangenen of
| poland cawards. the Catholics Ly
but a glarvified represcntation am
i blg atage ar Tha zamg pazsions
i=mired by the same umworthy
otiven.” [Selectead Warks T.26&).

Unfortunately the rest of Irelamits
latour leaders deferred to thesc
baciward elesents by sinply cen-
ceptrating on "oread and butter
isguest, thus abandoning the ad=
vahiced workars ta tha hourgaois

REASONS
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BECAUSE Tt plediee 4w oo
organise for, doll for and fig
[relamd.

BECAUSE Tt places its valian
that nevar betraped Imilan

Class,
BECAUSE Maving a deficiin
ig me benr ol 3 bong pacaby

avtica by divexione in dis Fra
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