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BRITISH RAID SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OFFICES

Cn Wednesday the 2nd of
August a loint force of RUC
and Army staged a massive
raid on the Connolly Book-
shop in Belfast's Andersons-
town area, the main product-
lon office for the 'Socialist
Eepublic! paper., The raid
oceurred just as production of
this edition of the paper was
beginning, It lasted from
2p.m, to 9p.m. and during
the course of it the paper's
editor, John McAnulty, and
a member of the editorial
board, John MeGeown, were
arrested and taken to Fort
Monagh army post, At the
conclusion of the raid the shop
was stripped bare of all books,
"papers, ducum&nts, Corresp=
ondence and office equipment.
Comrades McAnulty and
McGeown were released after

Dublin.

The proposel for ermed Gardad
r an €lite armed unit 1z very
vangercus and should be fought
tard by all workers and anti-
imperialists. The police in any
zapitaliest society mre the agents
of the ruling clesss end the South
ig no different. Aoy elite unit of
| she Gardail will be used firstly
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SOCKSHOP AFTER SOME OF THE MATERIAL WAS “RETURRED |

four hours and a Jroportion
cfthe material taken was
refurned the next day - but
so badly damaged as to be

a complete write-off, All the
shop'a files and corresponde-

Guns for the Guards?

there Lave been persistent calls recently for the arming of the
iardal and particularly for the esteblishment of an elite 'trouble-
shooting' armed unit like the British Special Patrol Group. The
:xcuse for all this hes been the recent spate of bank robberies and
‘he Minister for Justice, Gerry Collins has said the Government is
:oneidering the issue. Alresdy they have used the same excuse to
oriog in Jeep-losds of armed troops to escort security vens in

againet republicans and then (even
without their guns) sgainst strik-
ayrg, protesting tenents, small
farmers and demonstrations of any
description. The British Special
Fatrol Group are regulerly used
against strikers as st Grunwick,
and ageinet black and Asian

protesters.

nce are shll being held,
We in PD/MSE gee the

continued on
back page

These elite unite guickly

cevelop a right-wing neo-fascist
ideology and in Ireland vhere thev
would get more excuses they would
be guick to use their guns. Thers
would soon be more SUmMmMEry execut-
ione of the type the S5AS parry out
|in the 6-Counties - and the South-
ern Special Branch cerried out in
the late I930s and during the wer.

The Coalition Govermment tried
to turn.the-Seuth into a police .. |
state but the last election ﬂt.opp-i
ed them in their tracks. We must ; |
stop Flanne Fail from going in
the same direction as they did i
the IG350s.
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DEBATE IN THE BELFAST WOMENS’ GROUPS

Une of the most welcome developments in the North in the last

period hes been the formation of an activist women's movement.

In the

lest few months tlere has been a split in this movement betwesn Ehe
Belfast Women's Collective and the Women Against Imperialism group.
We believe that the issues raised are of importance to the whole
Irish wemen's movement and to <he soelalist movement. In this issue
we report or the split. In future issues we hope to take part in the
debate around the issues raised by the split.

R

he Homea Against Imperialicm
group Tormally aplit with the Bel-
fagt Women's Collective isst month.
ir facst the grour had been operat-
ing informally for the lsst couple
of montle. It has arganisel &
pumber of sciivities in West Bal-

: poot surcesgful of these
zocial on "Women amd

in the Martin Forsythe
b, Turf Lodgs. I also organis-
2d = meetine op woamen and the
“crtheoming International Tribunal
om Britaia’s Pre:ence in Ireland,
support for the Noreen Winchester
Campeigr and sert speakers on 2
succesaful Scottish tour op the
tkeme 'Woren snd Repression'. The
groug 18 in the process of sesting
Ap & Womesn's ¢ e in Ballymurphy
end hes perticipsted in a wide
renge of soti-represcion activities
oiuding the Belatives Actionm
committee.

x

The sctusal =plit between the
LWO groups cale as A surprigs to

goume people. This is because, on

o8 surisce At Jeast, there is s
—arge pessure of egreement hetwearn
oo TWo groups + egreement con the

livk between women's oppresaicn

eni British imperislism, agresmsati.
oo tie need tc organite an auton-
onoud wWomen's mivensnt to fight for
vomer ‘s 1iberesicn. The two groups
hewever, would argus thet this
Bgreemant covers deeper differances
on how Lo go about building this
movement.

They came to a head when the
vomen who were mainly io the RAC
and meeting in West EBelfest decided
that thers werc aress thet they
sncuid concentrate on in arder to
esteblish a firm presence in the
antli-unicniet areas.

They esplained thiz view in a
leeflet produced for a joint
aeeting with the Belfest Wamen's
Collective:

"The most advenced layers of
vorking class women are in mnd
around the enti-imperisiist
struggle and large gections are
actively involved in the R.A.C.
The very fact that they are in-
volved in the R.A.C. and in

pelitics creates an stmosphere
where 1t 1s possiple 1o raise
Teminiet 1apues... Becsuze of
this we do not see a women's
movement being built outside of
the anti-imperisiist struggle
and calls for building a working
cless women's movement outside
of this ere megningless in the
abstract... What we do believe
is that the movement's rucleus
and impetus will arise cut of

this process.’
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On the otherhand, the Belfast
Women's Collective in en article
in the latest Women's Action
state:

"While we recognise the RAC
campelgn as the most important
cne 1ln which large pumbers of
working eclass women are at pres-
ent involved, we do believe that

t is vital for our group to work
on a8 wide a renge of women's
issues ss possible - including
those which may not initislly
meet with a big response because
they challenge traditional, pol-
ftieal and religious beliefs.”

S0, the question was not
whether women's issues should be
raiged, but in what context. The
decision to designate the women's
group as anti-imperielist and to
meet solely in West Belfast
became the subject of much debate,
ag 4id working with the Republicen
Movement.. .

The proposal to have & joint
paper which would reflect the
activities of other women's
groups in Belfast eg. Women's
Aid was turned down by the Coll-
ective as they felt this would
relegate them to the status of
& mere umbrells group.

However, these debates agre
not simply whether or mot to
meet separately, have & joint
peper, De called anti-imperialist
socialist or otherwise, but are
around the basic problems that
historically diwvided Irish women.
Bridging the traditional E=p
between feminist politics and
women fighting in the anti- imp-
erialist struggle will not happen
cvernight. Whether or not the
consciousness of women in the
RAC does mark g bresk from trad-
itionsl republican sttitudes and
an opepness to feminist ideas,
whether or not a working class
women's movement will develop
primarily from within the anti-
imperial iet struggle, are quest-
ions arcund whieh discussion
mist be developed in the next
period. Buch discussions them-
sclves will only begin to tackle
the diffieult tesk of eatsblish-
ing canpsigns oo women's issues,
wioich given the weakness of the
Irish Women's movemsnt, is a
major problem for all concerned.
A problem which militents in the
two groups have shown themselves
seriously interested in overcom-
ing.

While eny sort of split in
the small forces active on the
women's gquestion is regrettable,
the orgenisation of two separate
groups has expanded the member-
ghip of both and inereased thelr
activities. This is in fact the
ngtilonal pattern, shown by the
successful organisatlion of the
firat two Irish national women's
liberation conferences and the
broad support for the Noreen
Winchester campaign.

Clearly the nucleus of s 32-
counties' movement 1s assembling.
While unity in mction arcund
particular cempaigns 15 essential
and is undsrstood by both groups,
it is just as important for diff-
erent forces in this tiny move-
ment to clarify their ideas
through discussion and practical
activity. It is to be hoped that
the discussion which will un-
doubtedly follow the formation
of the Women Ageinst Imperialiem
group, will take the movement
forward to bullding the support
and upited activity that will
turn thie small nucleus intoc a
broad-based 32-counties' women's
movement. Undoubtedly, the
activity of both the Belfast
Women's Collective and the Women
Agpinst Imperislism group will
pley en importent role in this.




unions point of view that the years,

statement was inadequate and

that it did not take into account Not offending the Eritish
the whole treatment meted out Government is the yardstick

to suspects in Castlereagh and Which guides the policy of the
more positive action should have !rade union leadership.So they

been taken in that regard". refused to take action over
internment, or Bloody Sunday ,
Paddy Devlin, o the Irish or either of the Loyalist
Transport and General Workers Stoppages, They havent a word
Union,speaking at the July of protest recorded at the
conference of the Irish constant harasasment of anti-

the TCTU had decided to on working class ghettoes,
approve a special report of the Uespite the many trade
Nopthern Commitiee without unicnist? numbered amongst the
discussion.The delegates H-block prisoners,the trade
decided on this course by 210 onion leadership continues to
votes against 117 at the insist- be represented on the prison
ence of the ICTU Pressdent visiing committess .and in this
John Mulhall, way give their approval to
Mason's brutal treatment of
The special report included political prisoners,
a motlon adopted by the
Morthern Commitee and In fact, even the original

which called on Foy Mason to the ICTU conference made
to establish an enguiry into the ne mentlon of repression or
death of AUEW/TASS member He death of Brian Maguire,and
Erfan Maguire,who was found [t was only after pressure by
hanged in Castlereagh barracks delegates including TUCAR

 last May,and alsc into the members that the special
 allegations contained in the report was prepared. The
 reacent Amnesty International conference decision not to
Report, In addition,the report discuss this report thus allowed
' contained a2 memo to Foy the ICTU executive and the

Mason from the Northern Cttee MNorthern Commitiee to cover
about prison conditions, up their failure to act over
Maguires death and the torture

. Mulhall's insistence that the in Castlereagh and the H-blockssome stand s proof that TUCAS

| speclal report be approved They played no part in the

TUCAR Intervene at L.C.T.U. Conference

"I would have been putting my to Irish demonstrations for

act on the issue of repression
highlights the Importance of the
initiatlves taken by the Trade
Union Campaign Against
Repression to make sure that
Maguire's death i= srot white-
washed over, For the first
time hundreds of ant-unionist
workers downed tools,quit
their workplaces and marched
o demand that the trade unicn
leadership take action.In

Congress of Trades Unions in unionist workers at home or on Galway,it was left to TUCAR
Galway,Devlin was talking after 1€ job,or the daily terror raids yet again to bring the truth of

Maguire's death and the reprecs
fon to the delegates, However,
the small attendance at the
meetng showa the enormous
task which faces TUCAR if the
issue of repression is to become
a burning issue for the trade
unlon movement as & whole,
That brings us back to the
beginning of this article,

In Galway,Paddy Devlin spoke
out about terture in Castlersagh,

approved by the ICTU FExec, report of the Northern Committe Yet in Belfast, Devlin has dore

nothing but obstruct workers
action against repression,
including waging a slander
campalgn agalnst TUCAR , Trade
unionists ,particularly members
of the I"\"'GT.*.TU must take Devlin
to task,. Militant action Is
required on the streets of the
MNerth,Devlin and others are
well placed to organise such
action,and we must demand thst
they do,The fact that the
conference was forced to tzks

policy is worthwhile,and shows

3
union leadership to di=scuss or
|
|
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without debate should not sur- protests which. tock place that greater pressure by workers
prise anyone who has studied against Maguires death,other could turn their talk inte sactie:
the role played by the trade than sending a cautiously and force the trade uznion mo e-
union leaders during the last worded memo to Mason, ment fo carry out it's role o

ten years of repression in the protecting working p=ople,

MNorth, Thrnughqut tho=e years The refusal of the trade

this 'leadership' has done 0000000000000 000000000000000000!

little or nothing to bring the

repression to an end or even
volee trade union opposition to Since Trish Troops wers sent
it. The odd speech or rescl- S AR e Ll b &
ution, very few and far between.|have been full of an sdulatory

coverage of their activies.
Evean the much vaunted

"Betiter Life for All" campalgn The press treatment of Ireland’
which they hailed as the Trade 'Lebanon advepture! of course,
Union answer to sectarianism Aiffers not one Jot from its

and violence has been quietl, coverage of previous
dropped,now that its empty N exploite by the Irish Army in

demands have clearly failed to toth the Congo and in Cyprus. Nor
mobilise any significant section has the purpose of a1l this glan-
of the Trade Union movement, ourising chenged - to cover over
Indeed,the only support which the real role of the Irish troops
the Betier Life for All campaign |in uholding reactionsry regimes
achieved was that of the and imperislist infiuence egainat
Eritish Government, Last the indigenocus liberstion move-
February,for example,the Brits |Dents.

allowed a Better Lifd rally to
be held in Londons Trafalgar In the Lebanon this means that

Irish Troops Outof Lebanon!

other Wi rorces Are used To Dre
vent the Falestipians from reoos-
ering their homeland from Isre=l:
cecupation sud ending the ruthic:
repression which Isreel directs
against the Pelestindens who live
in the oscoupled arsas.

The gpectacle of Irish sgléiecs
teking up arms against the oppress-
ed Pelestinians while Britisk
imperialism contirues its reizn
of terror in Ireland uncheckel,
must be ended. Irish workers
must support the struggie Tor
gelf-deternimation of the
Falestinian people by demending
that the Irizh Army

GET OUT OF LEBANCHN NOW1

Sauare,ihich has been banned i the Irish troops along with the

|
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of arma and ammunifions,
the MNorthern State,
him,

selves,

Joo of his nelghbours;
Ireland and internationally.

Dienis admited having the
weapons and ammunition but

for the defence of the area

he lilved in against attacks

by armed TL.oyzalists. He
poin’' :d out, through his lawyer
that the Ballymurphy- Spring-
hill area had come under
repeated attack by loyalist
gunmen over the years, He
referred to the massive cam-
paign of sectarian murders

of catholles over the yepars

in Belfast and made clear

that the weapone were stored
in the I1975/early 76 period
when, after the success of the
first U'WC stoppage a loyalist
takeover and all out civil-war
in the Morth seemed imminent,

This argument struck at
the foundations of the myths
bty which the Northern legal
system is malntained, and
asgerted some of the realities
of the situation in the North
today, The legal charade
in the North is upheld by
elaborate pretence that the
state is & normal democracy,
that It was not established
against the wishes of the
majority of the Irish people,
that there i no oppressed
minority in the 6 counties,
and that the state’s security
forces are neutral,impartial
and have no ponﬁca.l role,
Denia Murphy was saying in
fact that there is an oppressed
minority, that the state forces
condone and collaborate in
attacks on the minority, and
that membere of the minority
‘have the righi to defend
themsaelves and Indeed have
no opton but to do so,

i Denla's defence, If

. accepited, makes w 5

DENIS MURPH
SENTENCED

Denis Murphy 2 PD member from the upper Springfield
area of Eelfast was jailed for 6 yeams recently for possessior
Denia' case was very significant
because it exposed some of the fundamental contradictions in
During the I5 month period of Denis'
remand PD/MESR carried on a defence campaign to support
In this campaign we argued for the right of the anti-
imperialist minority in theMorth to hold arms .o defend them
Avpetiion in support of Denis was supported by over
and won widespread support both In
At the trial Denis advanced the
gsame argument® in his defence,

declared that they were intended

of the governments claim that
the Republican and Socialist
prisoners. are just criminals
arrd psychopaths In fact it
undermines ma whole court
aystem since if the"security
foraces" are not neutral the
courts which depend on them
for arrest and evidence agalnst
defendants are: willy nilly
political tools of the government
as well, Amazingly the

Judge did accept his basie
-argument,

The Judge was Garret
MeSrath, an SDLFP-type
catholic appolnted in the
days of Bxtish aponsored
reforms In the North, Pres-
umably ha preserved a-
modicum ' of integrity despite
his posifion he couldn'l but
acknowledge in his summing
up the attacks on Catholic
areas and the widespread fear
of a wholesale loyalist onslaught
and ocut-right ecivil war which
existed at the time, Nor could
he deny the nescessityfor and
right of self defence, But
then he revealed the total
bankruptcy of the strategy of
trying to reform the Northern
state,

Having accepted arguments
which led inevitably to the
conclusion that Denis Murphy
had commited no crime Judge
MeGrath sald his hands were
tied in such a case and went
tm to sentence him to 6 years

jafl. In other words he
MeGrath) didnt think Denis
was gullty but he hadito jall
him because that was the

ce of belng a Judge In

North,

Its thé same for all Hose/
who join the Northern ad-

Y HY HAMDS ARE TIED

SAYS JUDGE

ministration hoping to change
it, The GCarret McGSrath'a
and Stephen McGonaglea may)
[very well accept their gover-
‘nment posts sincerly hoping
to bring about changes (The
prestige and money may be
purely incidental), But the
price of what ever Hny chan
ges they may make is that
they help enforce itz repres
sive laws like McGrath- or
whitewash its discrimination
like McGonagle.

note : Stephen McGonagle is
a former ITGWU official and
Irish Labour Farty activist
who is now the North's
ombudsman,

CONFEXIM

The occupation of the
Confexim factory in Drogheda
is over, The 35 women,
who had occcupied the factory
for & month in support of their
demands- payment of 3 weeks
wages, a guarantee of their
jobe, ended their action when
the Industrial Development
Agency agreed to pay them
thelr wages.

However thls was only
one of the lssues at stake
in this struggle, The women
had already been declared
redundant when they were
persuaded by Confexim owner
Adolf Eonte to work a lu.t'ﬁer
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 BELFAST CAR

I{nit_e& S_ta:t B8 .

FACTORY

£50m in bosses pockets

The new De Lerean car factory t6 be Bited in the Twinbrook area
of West Belfast looks like being a very expensive white elephant.
The whole idea Just underlines the crazy structure of modern multi-
national capitalism. De Lorean's cars will oaly be assembled in
Belfast; all the main components will be imported from America or
the continent and the finished cars will be exported back to the

PVOBRCEIVDC BT IO CEHNEET PO ORPDODS

: COALISLAND MARCH]

D The coming August Z7th
Bdemcnstration from Comlisland to
Plungannon is the most important
.,bpportu.r_-ity for anti-imperialist
unity since the discussions st
;the Coalisland Jonference last
February. The demonstration has
been organiced by Tyrons RAC and
bhas the support of meajor sections
Jof the anti-imperialist movemerd.
Ppincluding Sinn Fein and the

Belfast Relatives Acticn Committees.

.Theae will be represented on the
platform along with Frank Magnire,

BMP and a speaker from the Irish

D Independernce Party. We in PD/MSR

Iurgr: &l] socialists end anti-

Plmperialists to support the march.

b Ircnieally, the platform beors
Dresemblances to the sype of unity

Bproposed by FD/MER at the Uoslis-

peecvarianism prevented this sors
of unity from Deing realised but

hopefiully the Tyrone demonstration

VICTORY

3 #eeks, on the promise of
payment when a new clothing
order had been met. Bonte's
flight fron the country, leaving
a trail of debts behind him was
merely the last straw, He
had in the past denied the
basic right to join a trade
union.by sacking a wemen
employee for refusing to

elgn an undertaking not to

Join a trade ‘union. No taxes
or ensurance stamps had been
pald so that the IDA had
refused to give the factory

& grant because it did not meeat’

the needs apecified,

ALL OUT ON AUGUST 27th!

will demonstrate the effectiveness
of united action.

But the Tyrone demonstration
bes its wemknesses. The unity it
represents is A unity from sbove,
organised by a private conmittee.
For this reason important crganis-
ations like TUCAR have been re-
fused speaking rights as heve the
IBSP despite the fact that it has
mary comrades 'on the blanket'.
For the same reason there has not
beef & general campeign Nerth
and South to build support for

‘the demcnetration.

Repression continuee to in-
crease and we urgently need to

 unite and fight back. The Coalis-
‘land demonstration represents the
land Conference. . Then organisational,

best chance for some time. The
gnti-imperialist movement is mov-
ing towards unity - your presence
ermrld help make that unity & reslit

TP O0000000000000 0D DO RDBRW?

Onece again workers jobs
were jeopardised, by the
explolts of a get rich quick
foreign ‘lnvestor, It iz the
responsibility of the Southern
government, whoae poliey

of encouraging foreign investment

lays the ground for such
villans as Bonte, to provide
jobe and in this case com-
pensalion for wages lost, for
such workers, The women
had recieved support from
Dublin and Drogheda , Trade

Councils, the womans movement

north and south, but it was
thelr swift turn to a campalgn

demanding action from the
government that won them
back their wages,

=
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Only really massive govermmen
|Euhaid1.ea could offset the trane
port costs. De Lorean 1s getting
g masaive subsldy: the British
govermment is putting up mbout
£45 million cut of the £65m cost
of the venture and 1t will prob-
15.1113 transpire that thay are
| lending him moet of the rest of
it at low interest rates.
' It's doubtful if even that
i will be enough. The Southern
Industrial Development Authority
which hes financed alot of fly-
by-night capitaliste in ite time
offered De loresn £37Tm to go to
Ti .erick but called off the deal
when he wanted more money becausq
they reckoned it was too risky.

@  Vorkers in West Belfast should-
.n‘t get too excited sbout this
.venture.-. It looke like & colosse
gimmick by Mason to give the im-
pression that he's-dodng some-
thing about unemployment. Mason
won't be in the North in & eoupld
of years time to carry the can 14
the vhole thingl.eflc-ps. On the
other hand if Lebour wine the
next election in Britain he can
i always boast about this 'achieved
{ment' vhen he's looking for
"prmotion in the pew govermment.
*
L] Even 1f the car-firm keeps
@ going for a while, the workers
@® will need to watch out. De
@ Lorean said that apart from the
@ mopey, the main thing that
@ attracted him to the North was
® the low atrike-rate. In other
words he's loocking for a docile
& vork-force who will accept low
wages, bed conditions and anti-
@ zocial shift-hours without
@ compleint. Put its no solution
@ to the unemployment problem to
& import slot of US business
4 sharke who sre only interested
in chesp labour and easy money.

Mpeon'e £45m would be slot
better spent in a socialist
republic in developing indust-
ries based on the natursl
resources of the countrv.

©00000000000000/
The importance of the
Confexim affair was shown
when a simbar strike broke
out in Bunbeg co Donegal
immediately afterw@rds,
(It has now been sesttled)
The Confexim women are
considering further action to
win & guarantee of their jobs,
Trade Unlonistd, Socialists
and anti=imperialists should
stand ready to support them
and to contribute to the fight-
back against the governments
attack on| workers' Jobs and
llving standards. :
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Iz Irish society
ighed and btackward
not guarantee everybody the
basic _are:m.ﬁit,an of 1ilfe, that
iz a jobl o, is that
capitalism a corrupt and

cutdated system that it
to take s.-ﬂva:-.t.n-rg_e of coun

g0 impover-
that it can-

the truth

18 BLuCh

tless

technica® and productive acheiv-
ements which could be transform-
ed i regl geins for workers
and their familles.

[ _|_1}-’_rc,J..; Muture |-_n.d >.-=-j.l‘-.i£s.4_:|_n.r
b has now kicked the
v-:‘i:Er.:: in the teeth. And for the
most vulnerable sections of
soclety 1t has used both feet.
Thus for the ill there are high-
er bhospital and doctor's charges.
For the young seeking higher
education there will be higher
fees and lower grants. For the

ig unable

F .
there will be a %
an welfaere bepefits. It is |
cisely the unemployed, the
erly and the sick who will
hurt by the dacisions
build fewer c:c*'.Lnu."“ houses
charging higher rents and
W ot the subsidies on busic
.'-t'.Lf‘:_'"E'_. flk, I
itser and the

mery loyed
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On top of all thie Piaona
Fail intent to duce
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of rourse comtinuing to turn a

tle vholesale evas-

téxes by the wealthy.
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e worke: i

2t sectlons

with a migl

trade unions,

The Umons

has zhows t tha
i are not _iz’."‘ ta
AOZUY 5uch & nand .

The paper of a revolutionary
crganisation is "a major wea-
pon in the struggle", Using
the experlence of members
and supporters of the organ-
isation it will "analyse strug-
gles " and"put foward a strat-
egy for militants, "

Five months after the
Soclalist Republic, joint paper
of the PD/MSR, was launched,
how has it lived up to these
aims (put foward in the joint
aims of PD/MSFR published
in the last {zsue)? What role
has it played in the fusion
process? these and other
questione were discussed
at a national PD/MSE day
school In Dublin at the end
of June, attended by members
from Dublin, Limerick,

Cork, and Belfast,
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18 up to soclalist and other
ads unlon activiats to ges to-
ther end ralse this issue withe
l vhe trade uniom movemeot. A
Zht muel be Initisted <o wia
2 rank and files te the demand
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ready nade with
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It was clear from the

cussion that the new Soc-

5t Republic, the first joint

ture of the two organieations

& played a wvital role in

eloping the fusion process,

2 jolnt production of a

er had meant di:cussing
aspects of building a joint
anization and a joint inter-
tien, There was the

aral feelitz that the first
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1@ of the problema of fusion=
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MISE articals added tog-
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t mistakes are learnt from
past successes are built,
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anisation with the benefit
helr combined experience

| emerge,
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Iy four years the trade union
leaders have dare nothing to win
these demands and they remain

DAY SCHOOL ON PAPER

To do this the paper has
to take up the issues beling
discussed in the anti-imper-
ialist and workers movement
and to provide a focus for
debate and activity around
important pelitical issues,
whle at the same time develop-
ing ts own political ideas,

A difficulty was the regular
monthly production of the paper,
which had not yet been achieved
This was due to the initial ,
difficulties of a joint paper and
alsoc-to the increasing attacks
on the opposition press by
the Britlsh, Steps were

. made to appeoint an editorial

committee and establish a

As always the severest

problems were filnancial and
technical ., The regular prod-
uction of a paper in which all

network of paper carraapﬂ.ndenb& :
throughout the two organisations,

| Martin O Doncghue,
Architect
S

the members are involved !
an immense task for what
still a small organisstion,
of course finance is the key
to ocvercoming many of
these problems, F
the lay to providing
equipment, producHon of
ge of literature, journ
a5 added weapons in
of ideas and to providing
MS3E militants with rescurces |
to put in the struggles develop-
Ing and to bullding the joint
crganisations, To this end it
was decided to launch a major
fund drive,

But ultimately the success
of the Joint paper depends on
the political development of the
two organisations and their
abllity to develop a clear pro=
gramme which militants ean
debate and try out in practice,
And readers can play their
part in this process by making
their views known, through
activity, discussion, letters,
providing information, contrib-
uling to the fund drive, selling
the paper in thelr wark-place
or area and ultimately by
Joining the fused organisation,

—'—
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& mganis

The intervention of Balgien

troops in the Comgo in I960
and of French troops in Gsbon

in I964, in Senegal in IO6S,

in Chad in I970, and in Zaire,
Chad (ggain), Behars and
Diibouti in-I977, ms well as the
proliferation of garrisons and
miiitery delegeticns, all give a
scaount of Western intent-
in Africa.

good

ions

his 1ist also provides a
very useiul explanstion of why
the French govermment has been
iculariy esger to portray
s & defender of African
interests. French President,
Glscard d'Estaing, has even come
forth with the slogan "Africa for
the Africens". In practice how-
"Africa for the most

its

ever, 1t 1

corrupt, despotic and pro-imper-
- 1 L 5 & %

inlist Afrdicans”. Zaire is the

BLEET AndG most clear-cut example.

laire Zaire

Zaire's President Mobutu is
an ex-nationalist who came to
power in a UB-backed coup in the
mid-'60s. His regime is so re-
actionary thmt it helped arm and
train the South African support-
ed WNITA forces in the Angolan
civil war of I575. This was at a
time when almost all the other
neo=-colonial Afrdican states could
see wWnich way the wind was blowingl
and decided to back the wictorious
MPLA,

A decisive factor in ensuring
the MFLA's victory and the repul-
" sion of a South African invesion
was the arrival of Cuban troops.
It must however, be stresced that
the Cubans only intervened after
the Western powers threw all
their resources behind Unita and
bad epcoursged the SBouth Africen
invasion. This has now been ad-
mitted by the person in charge
of United States CIA Angolen
operations at that time! in a
new book; which goes into a lot
of detall over what happeped, he

Pxe$ 1t is no longer possible to read en article on Black Africa in the international press without
running across scare stories about 'SBoviet-Cuban expateionism' and huge messacres of 'innocent'
whites. We are being asked to believe that the Western DOWED'S are {reiuctanLl_'..':l being forced
to shoulder the (white man's) burden of protecting eivilisation from a sinister and deadly
menace. OF course these claims have won little credibility among the African people who have
had %o lesrn the hard way, over & period of almost a century, thet these high-sounding prin-

rops Up

-_'"’g'l asks whether the

Cubans would .

i have come to the aid of the MPLA-.
if the U8 had not alresdy backed
Inita. He answers that they
wouldn't have had to, since the
MPLA would have wor easily.

£ US. Set-back

In the event the USA suffered
a bad setback in the reglon and
its most relisble client Mobutu
wae left in & very precarious
position. Angols shares a vast
common frontier with Zaire which
borders on the Shaba province.

Sheba has s long history of
revolt against Mobutu snd many
freedom fighters had been exiled
to Angola. Thus it should come
88 no surprise to find that these
'invaders'
de Liberation du Congo (FNIC -
Congo National Liberation Front)
were openly welcomed when they
crdesed the border in May of this
FEAT.

Almost immedistely Mobutu
panicked and lost his grip, and
was foreed to call for forelgn
aild. There can be oo doubt sbout
the willingness of the UB gov-
ermment to agree to this request.
However, the humiliating defeat
its forces suffered in Vietnam
has geverely curtailed ite cap-
acity to act. There is & very
widespread anti-wer sentiment
in the United States and the
goveroment is not yet io & pos-
ition to risk foreign adventures
in defence of corrupt puppet
regimes., e

from the Proot Rationsl Spleshed across the Western press.

g r !*

Instead we were trested to &
few nausesting "human rights’
speeches by Jimmy Carter in
which he attacked Cuban 'sgegress-
ion'. But no-one should imagine
that US'imperialism is totally
peralysed - Carter spproved the
provision of 20 million dollers
worth of military assistance to
Mobutu, $I7.5 million in “non-
lethal™ equipment and $2.5 million
to train Zairisn general staff
cfficers in the USA.

Z France moves in

France came along to do the
real dirty work. The axcuse wes
that 2,000 whites were being held
as hostages in Kolwezi. Lurid
accounts of how rebels were ruth-
lesaly wiping out Buropeans were

Az might by now have been expect-
*ad, the truth turned out to be
different. The bulk of the kill-
ings appear to have been conduct-
ed by Mobutu's troops. These same
troops were also responsible for
revenge killings and massacres of
the black population which went
anreported in the West.

£ European Solidarity

Az things stand pow the FHLC
has temporarily withdrawn and
Mobutu's hold on state power is
shakier than ever. Furthermore,
the imperimlist intervention has
not gone unchallenged. In one of
the bigger protests against French
intervention in Africe since the
Algerian war, I5000 marched in
Faris in June. They earried signs
‘such as "NO TO GISCARD'S INTER.
VENTION IN AFRICA" and "INDO.CHINA]
ALGERTA, THAT'§ ENOUGH; NO TO
COLONIALISMI" This march wes org-
anised by the French Commnist
Party and a mumber of far-left
groups, including the Ldigue
Comministe Revolutionnaire (LCR-
Bevolutionary Communist Lesgue),
French Section of the Fourth
Internationsal.

There 1s & lot st stake in
the struggle against imperdialism
in Africa. Africa is of crueial
importance to the imperdialists
in terms of trade and as & source
of raw materiaia. The growth of

SEE PAGE S
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have writtean hco‘kaﬂ oth a gathering impossible but bcpem_uy such seminars will
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42 we conmemorate the tenth
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in ':he NGT’th, its
gsgive gbout the
_"::J.gﬂle. Both
democratic rights
In the North
neny hays ied or been seriously

1 ard many more languish 1in
ison and in the squelor of H-
loct. The injustices of imperial-
remain and repressicon is on
increase.

taith eng Sorth
have been zroded.
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B
ne

there have been positive
irom the struggle. An
mess of people have be-
o2e politically coascious and

in ... course of the
wggle .. Many are no lorger act-
ot all the signs are that
ere beconing relovelved in
and mrs ,E'tEI'I.'la.LE.‘d to

Lae rerression.

e

been the most
challenre. that

2 strugele has
and serious

Lperiglism has ever feced in Ire-
3 iinating in "no-go' areas
traL se~-un alternative self-gov-

ang effactively seceded

3 "-'itl.n control. Above all,
the Ermugele brought ebout the
sztiruction of the corrupt Stormenot
te are still
and the
rill be felt for some time
rare. Sac 1Ff we want to sea
geins come from the

we ‘heave to look critic-
5 history and learn the

time, The immerdislis
eeling from that blow
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ecnnumm factors

Ferhans the simplest and most
leszon of the past ten

iz that mass upsurges are
nt to a large extent on
changes in society,
themselves caused by
sconamic changes both
iocally and in the world economy.
These =

sorts of economic change
did oreur in Ireland Iin the

latae '70=

and early '60s.

the eivil rights demonstrators eruptecd
zt_-\:as_l‘cs of the b-counties is a good
+he intervening years.
the next few issues of Socialisl Republic

lespons our struggle hes Boim =2 cul,
& mistakes thz: have becn made apnd not least the auccosges wWe
article Ip this series
1€ "'D -eryifq gituation that aliowed the birth of cur

¢ gectarianis

coto the
time to inck back et the nistory
et 's precizely vhat

ave
lock
& L""'"E e

THEes

halting ateps of oppositicn to tls

n end digesimination.

In the Horth local industries
like engineering, shipbullding
and ligen, all major suurces of
Uni-nist patronage, went into
decline. Stormcnt adopted s policy
af lavish grants and tax-free perks
to attract foreign capital. In
order to sccomodete this new
finance capital the unionists
had to tone down sectarianism and
rationelise the economic relstion-
ships with the Scuth. This necess-
ity wes the base for 0'Neillism.

In the South the govermment
gave up all ettempts to estsblish
an independent Irish econcmy. They
mounted A campaign to encourage
foreigr investment and in late
I965 agreed an Apnglo-Irish free-
trade area with London. The main
rcsults of this were a major
upsurge of working class militancy
ag lasrge-scale industry began to
replace sgricultural work and &
deep ideclogical crisis as the
gtate tried to sbandcn mationalism
end repisce it with a more readily
pro-imperialist ideclogy.

the unionists

Lenin cnee wrote that revolut-
ion beceme possible when the rul-
ing clmes found it impossible ti
rule in the old way and the
oppressed classes were ro longer
willing to accept their condition
of servitude. in the '60s the
unionists found themselves unable
to rule in toe old way. For 50
years they hed deslt with oppos-
ition by massive repression, by
the use cf neked sectarianism
and using the B-Specials and
RUC ge a private army. During

this whole pericd they had the .

unconditicnal support of the
Britich. How they were being
pressured to refurbish their
image and there was an element
of uncerteinty in their policy
that their ocpponents were guick
to selze upon.

the opposition

Earlier we noted that objective
{'actors play a large rule in the
creation of mass upswrges. but it

true thei political groups
pust actively organise to teke
advantage of these opportunities.
The econamic buom of the sixties
ereated employuwent opportunities
for catholic ”\J‘l'.'.r"_..,, especislly
in the comstruction industry and
created & nevw mood of militanecy
and gelf-confidence. A nev middle
close grew up deeply opposed to
discrimination and leck of
opportunity. fnd political groups
crganized to take advantage of this.

is alao

By fer the most impurtant
development was the alliance
between the Commminist Farty and
the republicans. The defeat of
military ectivity in I956-62 had
meant A major rethink for repub-
licans snd they had moved towards
political action and bullding a
base in the working class. Togeth-
er they decided to mttack the
unionist denisl oi' democracy in
the Borth. Ancther group active
in producing infcrmetion and
publicising discrimication was
the Campaign for Social Justice
in Dungannon and smell socialist
groups that hud split away Tfrom
the pro-pertition Northern Ire-
land lLebour Party weie also
active. All worked for yearo
before the first demonstratiom,
laying the political basis of the
mass explosicn that was to come.

- - -
civil rights

A major pclitical weakness ol
tke Commnist Party and the
republicans was thet their activ-
ity was aimed at publicity and
parlismentery pressure rather
than mass demonstrations. They
worked hard 1c estsblish the
Civil Rights Associsvion, bui it
was meant es & complaints body
ratherr 1ike the NCCL in England
and contained several businessmen
and liberal unionists. But the
local bodies that were growing up
arcunt ths Horth were considerably]

more radical and they were to be
tne base of the future Civil
Rigzbts Movement.




“

The bresk came in June IDET. The terch brought together
Mugtin Curpie, the Campaign for the elements of the CRM, This
Baainl Justice and loecal Bepub- had meny divisions and contra-
lican Ciubs hed exmpalgnad diciions within but kad the
against kousing discriminstion pover to mobilise buge mumbers.
in Dungannon. After being evict- The unioniste hed allowed the
ed from houses they were squatt- march but had benned it from the
ing in they decided to hold a centre of a '"catholic town' under
march from Coalisland to Iun- pressure irom Paisleyitee. The
gannon. The CRA ralther hesitat- stage was set for the explosion
ingly sgreed to spooscr it. The of the masces onto the streets.
march attracted 2,500 people -
and was banned from the centre i
s v tobecontinued

ANTI-NUCLEAR  SHOW

Ireland's first anti-puclear power show is hepp=ning si Carnsore

Point in gzt frim h = POth.

We're srganieing this fres show to stop the oueless power plent
1hat +the goverroent aad € 3B sey they went 1o baild et the
Point. We think that nueclesy pover iz the most destructive of
all irdustries apé threstens the lives, health and livelihoods
of all people. A Nuclear Ireland is not in our interecsts and
this will be s mass protest Lo express opposition to the intent-

ions of those woo would impose it om us.

We hope many people young and oid will make che power show an
enjoyeble sud educszlional democnstratios. There will be alter-
native epnergy exhibiticms, discuseions, ©1lms snd theatre ageinst
muclear power and masic by some of the best folk, traditional

and rock bande in the country.

Anii-muclear crgsnisations from Ewrcpe will come to falk on the
succesges and failures of the anti-muclear movement internmation-
ally. Qur aim is tc help create the comdition for the building

of & truly national and internationmal mass movement of opposition
to nuclzar power.

Migt of sll we want & good ueekknﬂ with young and old from all
perts. & creche and patural playground will be provided for kdds.

Among the msicians pieying against nuclear will be Christy Moore,
Barry Moore, Clanned, Btegalee,| Andy Irvine, Olsin, the Simmers,
Jackie Daly, ldem Weldon, Fadrafig McMathuna, Mick Hanley, Paddy
Glackin, Matt Mollocy, Kevin Burke and many others.

DOR'T MISS THE POINT TO MAKE ¥YOUR POINT THAT NUCLEAR Ié EAD NEWS.

HBLOCK =
Protest Grows

"Like sewer pipes 1, the slums
of Calentta" was how Archbishop
0'Figelh described conditions

in the H-Llocks at Long Kesh.
‘0'Fipich's statement was import
-ant even if it was long over
=~due .

The Catholic church hes
never been a friend to the anti-
-imperialist movement in Ireland
from the days of the Fenlan
prisoners to whom 0'Fiaich
roeferred in his atatement to
*he present time. The church
‘basically speeks for the Catholiy-
bourgeoisie and ths fact that
the Archbishop has decided %o
speek out or E Block at last
means that the bourgeolsie ere
warried sbout the issue.

The Catholic businessmen
North and South soise that there
is a rising tide of anger sbout
conditions i H Eloek in the
working-class ghettos of the
Borth and thet it is beginning

to spread to the wvorking-class
in the South as well.They reckon
that they've got to speak out
now or they'll lose their Infli
-uence over the mess of the
people and they feel they must
try to get some concessions from
' the British gquickly, -

That's why O'Fiaich's state

-ment got such widespread public

“=ity at home and sbroad.The
media know that it was really

‘a warning to the British thet

if they don't meke concessions
things mey get out of hang.lt
was noticeable too thet cnce
Q'Figich had spoken 81l sorts of
regpectable people who hed steer
-ed very clear of the H Block
issue up to this fourd their
volces at last.The most striking
exmuple was the SDLP whose
leacer Gerry Fitt had sctuallsy
ocpposed political status and

the rest of whose members hac
kept very quiet on the issue.

This sudden chorus of respect
-ahle protests is welcome as a
gign that the H Block campaign
is getting scmewvhere at last

but the Dritish seem very deter-
rined to stick Lo their erimin-
lisdtion policy. It will take
imore than 0'Fiach's statement
to move them. It will require a
‘really substantial mass mobilis-
ation on the streets. The
voalislend-Dungannon march an
August 2Tth should start the
(process and all anti-imperialist
organisations should Join in
:building a united campaign this
(autumn and winter around key
‘dates like the IUth anniversary
tof the October S5th march in Derry
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Bip responsibilities fuce
revolutionary sccialista in
Ireland todey. Ten years of
British prmed occupation in ti
North and the developing repress-
ion in the 26-Count mve talken

& huge toll st militants in

18

po |

=H

the anti-imperielist resistance
with the

crammed full.

Eraveynrids

Together with the sconomic
rigie which hes wrmcked the
capitalist eystem and led to a

major attack on the living stand-

ards of the worxing class, the
,-,_ 8l guestion has put to thel
ltest the ability of all perties

Go provide a solution in the

1LOTETrests f the o1

exploitec.

A plear gocialist and anti-
irserialist volce neede to make
itself heard in the present crisis.
Coe of the nmost impcrtent weapons
sav2ilable to the working claess in
the struzgle sgeinst the capiteliist
syztem and irperielist occupation
iz the exisience of & revolutionary
press. & revoluticnary nevspaper
reports on the struggles taking
pPlace smenget the cppressed, bullds
suoport for them and makes the
important lessons
evailable to wide nusbers of pecple
Yoet important ¢f all it offers

vorking cliass the ' MEAns

the 3 )
I-ievelc:r_: its own set of politiral

R —

RAID ON SOCIA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

raid as part of a savage cam-
palgn by MAson dgainst the
opposition press In the Morth,
John MeAnulty {a not long free
after being held for slx months
- 'Internment by Remand! ona
frame-up deocuments charge,
John McGeown was arrested
8 few days before the raid
and an article for the paper
was conflscated, And the
rald 2 only one of a series
of such aMacks, Attacks on
Republican News have incl-
uded the arrest on trumped-
up 'subversion' charges of
leading Sinn Feln members,
The Workers"' Reacircea
Centre in Belfast has been
ralded twice and Mes of the
Information .sheet 'Irish Free
Press' held,

HEL

these struggles

REPUBLIC

idess and ends cur reliance on the
press and media of the capitalist
clase.

Since ite leunchirg five momths
ago the Bocislist Republic has
tried to carry out these tesks.
Attacks by the BUC anid British
Army have ceured tremendous
demage and gerdously set us back.
(See front page) But we are deter-
imined to continme and improve the

PEpEr.

One cf our major difficulties
ic the lack of money with which
to regularisze the publicetica of
the paper, incresse the circulatiom
and our &bility to give wider
coverage to the mapy different
gtrugzles that are taking place.

42 plso need more and better
technlieal eguipmert to help in
= and make the paper
more attrective to people. At
present ve are getting-by on

Lyrevriters and used

Cur immedinte aim is tc spread
the circulation of the paper intc
those areas wnere it is presently
dvaileble such b&s Derry and
Newry in the Borth, Galway and
1 in the South. We believe

LIST REPUBLIC

Fhysical attacke on the
revolutionary press are only
the tip of the iceberg. The
repression extends to the
'respectable' media as well,
Fecently the Independent
Broadcasting Authority in
Britain banned a 'This Week!
programme on the Amnesty
International report., The
effect of censorship North and

South is clearly shown by the
fact that for two years they
gave no clear report on condi-
tions in the H-Elocks until
Archbishep O'Fialch's statem-
-0l Wa. rclcased, We in PD/
M&ER belleve that a major
campalgn against censorship
‘and In defence of the opposttion
press both inside and outside
the trade-unions ls an urgent
meanpity,

SUPPORT SOCIALIST
'FUND DRIVE

So, we are asking vou
readers

y our
at home and abrosd, to
gend us £300 gver the next four
months. Send us whatever wyou can,
large or small amcunts will he
equally welcomsd.
to buy the pap:r and

always gat. the paper then take
out a s % n (I2 issues
for £2 postage paid). All donaticnk
Will te ackacwledged in the paper.
Send us something immediately.
The sddress

1 you cun't

Post something of P t
we meet the August

Target

This issue of the Socialiat
Republic is being produced
amid the rubble of the book=
shop, The editorial board
glves nofice to the Britich that
we Intend to confinue produc-
Hon. We will fight to recover
our files and for the thousands
of pounds worth of damage
caused, We refused to be
forced underground and to
accept the de facto lllegality
that the British are trylng to
force on ua, We will work
openly to defend our right to
organlese,

STOP PRESS:

A5 we go to press word
hae come in of a major raid
on a member's home In
Andersonstown, The interior
of the house has been wrecked,
This ie clear evidence thatthe
campalgn of harassment is to
contlnue and makes even more
urgent the need for a united
fight-back,




