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The North:

No Catholics
need apply

loyment is still rife.
hat shouldn’t come as a
surprise to any socialist
or anti-imperialist. What
should fill them with
burning anger and a
determination to organ-
ise and fight-back is the
clear evidence that the
trade unions and nation-
alist politicians have
been quietly accepting
the status quo and
helping to preserve the
sectarian practices in
Northern industry.

The_ evidence of
crimination is clear:

dis-

B Shorts:
A Fair Employment
Agency (FEA) report

some years ago showed
that only from 4.5 to
8% of the firms skilled
workers were Catholics.
It is not surprising that
the ‘U.S. based Irish
National Caucus exp-
ressed some doubt about
a Shorts statement say
ing that not only did they

not discriminate now but

that they had never dis-
criminated!

B The Civil Service:

A yet unpublished report
indicated that since the
reforms forced by the
Civil Rights movement
Catholics have been rec-
uited into the Ilower
ranks of the Civil service
but discrimination still
effectively bars them
from higher posts. :

M Local Government:

- The FEA reports that

Cookstown Council has a

workfor composed of
25% holic workers
though they make up
45% of the local pop-
ulation and also unem-,

ployment among Cath-

olic workers locally
stands at 70%.
B Transport:
A recent survey by

Catholic workers in Bel-
fast's Citybus shows the
same picture - exclusion
from management and
from skilled jobs.

But what’s really set the
cat among the pigeons
has been the demand by
Irish Americans and
American labour organ-
isations that US firms
in the North and US
contracts be firmly link-
ed to anti-discrimination
clauses. This has thrown
the spotlight onto the
inactivity of nationalist
and labour organisations
in Ireland itself.

B EThe newest source
of capitalinvestment in
the North is from the
South. The following
developments are either
already in existence or
are in the planning
stage and have generally
been supported by both
Fianna Fail and Coal-
ition Governments:-

B A Dunnes

: Super-
market chain

Binvestment in con-
struction

B Dublin-Belfast and
Dublin-Derry Air link
B A new car ferry

company

MOrders for the Bel-
fast shipyard and heavy

engineering [both not-
orious for the level of

=gl

M A gas pipeline

BA whole series of
cross-border studies and
developments in con-
junction with the eec.

In none of these cases
has the 26 county Govt.
even suggested that
investment should be
linked to anti-discrimin-
ation clauses nor has any
section of the Labour
movement called for
such a clause.

In the Labour Movement

JA recent delegation
from the American
Longshoremen's union
came out of a meeting
with ICTU leaders exp-
ressing astonishment at
their unconcern with
levels of discrimination.

[JShorts Shop Stewards
demanded a statement
from the the Northern
Committee of ICTU
giving Shorts a ‘clean
bill of health’ and deny-
ing that Shorts discrim-
inated. This was supp-
orted by a majority of the

delegates but toned
down after violent
objections from Inez

McCormick and other
delegates.

(JPaddy Devlin, North-
ern secretary of the
ITGWU commented on
discrimination in
Civil Service:
““The moves to abolish
discrimination are -well
under way. They are
held back only by the
lack of jobs.™

B

the’

[1The most recent issue

Party’ carries an inter-
view with a Shorts Shop
Steward defending the
company and goes on to
suggest that Catholics
will just have to wait

until the economic sit-:

uation improves!

There is a real need for a
workers movement to
investigate and fight
discrimination in the
North and any collabor-
ation with it. Such a
movement must clearly
understand the role of
the trades unions.Their
collaboration is not con-
fined to the North nor
is it forced by loyalist
trades unionists. The
fact is that the trades
union leadership, having
turned their face against
the Irish revolution and
towards collaboration
with imperialism are
quite content to Sefend
sectional interests of
organised workers as
o?posad to the interests
of the working class as a
whole.

They must be prepared
to face the ol lie
that opposition to dis-
crimination is itself sect-
arian - the view of the
Workers Party.

But they must organise.
A really effective trade
unionmovement, a really
effective unity of work-
ers and the foundations
of an anti-imperialist
party of the working
class can really only be
built by smashing the
discriminatory practices
that help keep workers
divided.
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CHURCH & STATE!

At the time of writing the result of the
September 7 referendum is not known.
Indications are for a ‘YES’ vote but with
up to 30% voting ‘NO’.All things consid-
ered not a bad achievement for the Anti-
Amendment Campaign - representing
tens of thousands cf Irish voters who re-
iect a sectarian approach to the Constit-
ution of the South.

The ‘NO’ vote certainly means that the
issue has not been decided for all time
and to that extent also represents some-
thing of a set-back for the far-right
supporters of the PLAC who wanted a

sory ‘NO’ vote. A Woman’s Right To
Choose will be more and more discussed

in post-referendum Ireland.

None of the above is meant to understate
the power and influence of reactionary
forces in Ireland today. The intimidation
carrried out by the Catholic hierarchy
and its secret societies the Knights of
Columbanus and Opus Dei in the final
weeks of the campaign testifies to the
real power which these ‘dark-age’ forces
still weild. Without doubt there will be
an attempt to carry a McCarthyite style
witch-hunt into all areas of Irish society.
Women activists, trade unionists, civil
libertarians are all potential targets. The
right-wing will want to isolate people
associated with the ‘NO’ vote in order to
make easier its planned aitacks on
contraception, divorce and indeed
democratic movements in general. We
have to prepare now to defend these
movements and individuals.

On_ all

the major Iris.

'l 1=

issues of
1 Coniu.
the British occupation in the North - the
:gablishment lpartias have no convinc-
answers. Ireland’s dependence on
imperialism narrows the room
for manouevre on the part of Irish
capitalism which forces it to rely ever-
more on repression as the means of
keeping working people at bay and so
some limited autonomy from its imper-
ial masters. It is this bankruptcy of the
established parties thal allowed the far-
right to organise around the Amend-
ment and created the opportunity for the
re-emergence of the Catholic Church as
a direct political force in a way not seen
since the ‘Mother and Child’ controv-
ersy of the 1950s. Like then the role of
the Church is to curtail democratic rights
and through pulpit bashi stifle the
struggles of working people to get a
solution to the crisis which is in their
interest.

It is quite true that the pattern of life in
the 26 counties is not the same as in the
British occupied North. But that doesn’t
mean that the South has escaped that
‘carnival of reaction’ prophesied by
James Connolly. The 26 counties is no
more reformable in the interests of
working people than the North. It is
partition and not some quirk of Irish
personality that maintains reactionary
attitudes to the rights of women and
other oppressed sections of society. It is
in the common need to overthrow partit-
ion that the material basis for unity of
the oppressed in Ireland resides. The
lesson of the hunger strike campaign is
that such unity can be realised but to be
successful must mobilise the social and
political weight of the working class.
The working class has the decisive pow-
er that can break down the Church-State
grip, sweep aside the fake democrats
and misleaders and go on to smash
partition.

Those who genuinely want to fight today
for a new lreland have to tackle the
barriers erected in the Ireland of old. In
particular the anti-imperialist movement
[which with the absence of Sinn Fein
from the Anti-amendment Campaign did
not play the role it could have] must take
responsibility for all the struggles of the
oppressed, break with traditions of the
past which failed to connect the struggle
of the nation, the struggle of the working
class and the struggle of women for the

British television, radio
and newspapers over the
past few weeks have
devoted tremendous re-
sources to the story of
how 13 young people
have joined the ever
lengthening dole queues
in Thatcher’s Britain.
Not that the capitalist
media which was almost
unanimous in supporting
the return of a Tory
Government in the gen-
eral election in June of
this year, has suddenly
become concerned about
youth unemployment or

work as a result of Tory
policies is a really big
story.

No such luck!!!

The capitalist media has
simply joined the witch-
hunt against socialists,
itrades unionists and civil
rights activists in a big
way. They want to do
teverything they can to
'help the British Tories
cripple the ability of
working people to fight
back against policies
which condemn them to
a life of poverty and
repression.

The Cowley 13 are
accused of having told
lies about their educat-
ional backgrounds in
order to get jobs with
British Leyland. If this is
true, then the real
question is how come
people have to lie to
get jobs in a country
which boasts itself as the
‘Mother of Democracy?’
As we in Ireland know
British democracy in the
final analysis is the pre-
serve of exploiters and
tyrants - it offers nothing
to the exploited nor to

10sS€ wWiho [ "

The swiftness with wh-
ich the media moved
on from the Cowley 13
to ‘exposes’of Trotskyist
‘moles’in the Labour
Party and wild talk of
‘infiltrators’ and ‘con-
spiracies’ provides the
real truth. The Cowley
13 were sacked for
holding political views
which put them on the
side of working people
which motivated them
to be active trades
unionists. British cap-
italism doesn’t want
ithese sort of people in

the factories helping to
organise the defence of
jobs and living standards

And it doesn’t want
them in the Labour
Party either in case

that organisation begins
to take ‘socialist rhet-
oric’seriously. -

Of course the Tories and
the media couldn’t get
away with this if it
wasn’'t for the pathetic
mis-leaders of the Brit-
‘ish Labour and Trades
Union movement. These
latter have for some time
Do been conducting

"against militant activists

"As the  recession has
ruined the lives of work-
ing people the Foots and
the Murrays have been
running scared that the
movement might de-
mand they break with

the capitalist system
which is responsible for
this misery. But that

is something these right
wing bureaucrats will
never do.

Eric Heffer the left-wing
candidate for leader of
the British Labour Party
has warned of the

- L 48,

danger of McCarthyism
(a red scare) in Britain.
He has said :-

‘This is the time for
all true democrats to say
enough is enough before
it is too late and
'the atmosphere develops
into one of hysteria.’
We shall see at the
upcoming Labour Party
Conference just who
the ‘true democrats’ are.

The media in Ireland
have reported events in
Britain and commented
that this type of _witch-

“The Y an
of the ‘pro-life’ brigade
against opponents of
the constitutional amen-
dment is a warning that
we shouldn’t be so con-
fident. If a witch-hunt
- succeeds in Britain make
no mistake about it, the
politicians, bosses and
media will try to get the.
bandwagon rolling here!

JOHN MAGEE.

' protest

On August 8th ten years
ago two members of
Peoples Democracy,
Mike Farrell and Tony
Canavan, ended a 34 day
hunger strike. They had
been jailed for “‘illegal
marching’ after organis-
ing a campaign to
British comp-
plicity in "the Loyalist
terror campaign of
random assassinations.

Their fast was in protest
against this and to
demand political status
[at that time denied to
short-term prisoners but
recognised for long-term
sentences]. After 34
days Secretary of State
Whitelaw capitulated by
releasing all short-term
prisoners.

The hunger strike was
significant for both the
anti-imperialist move-
ment and for PD. The
first truce between the
IRA and the British and

its subsequent collapse
lad tn tha dicenluition nf

WE REMEMBER

Movement and left anti-
imperialists divided and
demoralised. The open,
united campaign org-
anised by PD helped lay,
the basis for a new
unity -around the Pol-
itical Hostages Release
Committee.

The hunger strike was
cirmnifirant far DD in $hat

faith in
weapon of mass struggle
and brought us face to

our own the

face with the depth
of committment and
sacrifice required from
Socialist revolutionaries.

Our congratulations to
Michael and Tony. We

‘Belfast from the

are proud to be
accnantatadd wiith annh |

PD SLAMS
FASCISTS

Peoples Democracy Cou-
ncillor, John McAnulty
has condemned the Nat-
fonal Front march thre-
ugh Belfast City Centre
which took place on
Saturday, September 3.
The Councillor said:-

The National Front is a
fascist organisation wh-
ich has for many years.
been terrorising the jew-

ish and black comm-

unities ~in Britian.Im-
porting itself into the 6
Counties, it links wup
with the most extreme
reactionary brands of
loyalism.It will surprise
no-one then that this
fascist march was mar-
shalled through Belfast
by the RUC,the same
force which bars the
nationalist citizens of
City
Centre.’

The Natioral Front mar-
ch was also condemned
by the Belfast Trades
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FIGHTBACK FIGHTRACT ¢l

BOTBNEN

Fight The Closures~Occupy!

The closure of Dunlop
in Cork at the end of
September will mean the
loss of 680 jobs in a
region which has al-
ready witnessed serious
redundancies as multi-
nationals have closed

down and moved else-

where in search of
bigger profits. Accord-
ing to one ITGWU

official this latest clos-
ure ‘will have an al-
most catastrophic effect
on the city’ and local
people are very pess-
imistic about alternative
jobs being found.

The Dunlop closure
holds many important
lessons for workers else-
where. It completely
demolishes the argum-
ent that plant closures
are the fault of
greedy, militant workers
The workforce at Dunlop
have over many years
made concession after
concession; they negot-
iated a cut in the
workforce from 1,600 to
680, they agreed to
various lines being
dropped from production
and they have accepted
wage freezes while
Nere t i Despite 3
these sacrifices by the
workers, Dun is not
only scrapping their jobs
but resisting the pay-
ment of redundancy
terms to which the
workers are entitled.

A similar fate may well
be in store for workers
at the Asahi plant at
Killala. The ITGWU
have accepted a ration-
alisation plan which the
plant’s own shop stew-
ards had recommended
should be - rejected.

Asahi, a Japanese

multinational had threat-
ened to close the plant
and in face of this and
a press witchunt,

ITGWU officials were
able to persuade the
workforce to cave in.
While this will allow
the ITGWU to continue
its ‘boast’ that not a
single day's work has
been lost at Asahi due
to ITGWU action, it
gives a green light to
the multinational to pull

the plug on the re-
maining jobs whenever
it sees fit.

Agreeing to redundanc-
ies and wage cuts will
never defend jobs in
the short-term or guar-
antee continued operat-
ion of these firms in
the long run. Its be-
cause workers at Ranks
flour mills and Kingdom
Tubes understood this
most important lesson
that they occupied their
workplaces and are to-
day at the head of the
fight against the auster-
ity policies of the
Coalition.

the irst step in

buildin? an effective de-
fence o joba. But work-
ers can't be left to
shoulder the burden on a
plant by plant basis.
This is a problem for the
whole trade union move-
ment and we have to
force the leaders to
fight, to give official
recognition to all occup-
ations and mobilise the
ranks of the unions in
support of occupying
workers. This would not
be impossible! There
could be a special

conference of the Ictu

to discuss and agree
a national plan of action
(0 halt further closures
and create new jobs. If
the ICTU and union

leaders are not prepared
to give this sort of
lead then those who
are presently leading
the fightback should

take the initiative and
organise a conference
of rank and file union

members who are
willing to join the
fightback.
e

vinny Jackson

and John Magee

Trade Unionists at Mus-
grave Park Hospital in
Belfast are striking in
'support of 20 catering
Jsta!f sacked at the end
of August. The workers
| members of NUPE

‘“-

L

DEFEND UNION RIGHTS!

and include shop stew- negotiate over the sack- militant tradition. If suc-
ard Deeds. The ings makes the Board cessful the Board would
sackings have been con- clearly responsible for step up its attack on
demned by the Northern any hardship suffered by other unions and in other
Ireland Committee of the patients. hospitals.

Irish Congress of Trades _

Unions. Committee The Board’s tough st- Resolutions of support,
in a statement has ance is obviously aimed donations, should be

—A1i*i42

g NUPE BranahTr

e Easier anga O NEeMNUIF B Bloe yedieg [
‘Social Services Board to the hospital, which has a NUPE,523 Antrim Road,

The Eastern Health and
Social Services Board
has been forced to
shelve plans to impose
cutbacks in the home-
help service and the
number of social work
jobs in North and West
Belfast. The proposed
' cuts would have chopped

Belfast 15._

ACTION TO STOP CUTS!

£200,000from the dis-
tricts home-help budget
and meant that vacant
posts in social work
teams catering for blind
and deaf clients would
not have been filled.

land Public Service All-
iance [NIPSA], threat-
ened to withdraw its
members from the emer-
gency out-of-hours ser-
vice and implement a
policy of non-co-oper-

attempt to revive the
~cuts and has pledged
to take whatever ind-
ustrial action is need-
ed to protect the ser-
vice in one of the
North’s most deprived

ation with the cuts. areas.
The plans were shelved The union remains wary
when the Northern Ire- (ha¢ management may' JOHN MAGEE.

-

EDUCATION FOR SOCIALISTS

UNEMPL.O)

YMENT

For all their squabbles,
there is one t i_l;:g the
Coalition and ianna
Fail agree on, and that
is that the workers
are responsible for the
crisis of the Irish econ-
omy and that they musi
pay for it. In this they
are backed up by the
employers, bankers and
economists - the so
called ‘experts’. How
'many times have we
heard that we are
pricing ourselves out of
the market or living be-
yond our means????

Basically, the argument
runs like this...... Irish
workers are paid too

much and the increases'

they are demanding
are too high. This puts
up the cost of goods
produced and makes
them uncompetitive. Th-
us Irish firms can’t sell
their products and have
to shut down or make

workers redundant. At
best profits are reduced
and there is no money
left to invest and create
new jobs. In addition,
foreign investment is
scared anyway. Thus
unemployment is blam-
ed on Irish workers.
You might not have
noticed it but you are
paying your self too
much!!

this

Let us examine

argument and nail the
lies in it one by
one:-

HELiel... 3
Irish wages are high.
This is nonsense. Wages
in Ireland are the low-
ast in the EEC.

EELIEZ2...

Irish wages have risen
further than those of
our competitors.

Let us look at the
facts. Irish labour costs

ot and

rose from an index of Decause of lack are never seen

100 in 1975 to 102.7 orders. High wages was again.

in 1982, less than all the least reason. The So what is the alter-
the other EEC states. situation in Ireland is native? The only solution

Even the experts will
have a hard job trying
to show this paltry diff-
erence has increased
unemployment by about
50,000 during those ye-
ars.The assumption un-
derlying the argument
is that wages are almost
the only costs a firm
pays. In fact wages in
manufacturing industry
account for around only
15% of costs.Even if
wages went up 10%,
costs would only go up
by 15%.

LIES. .
Firms close down be-

» cause of too high wages.

The truth again is
somewhat different. A’
survey carried out by the
British TUC in 1980
discovered that over half
of all the firms which
closed down did sc

This is where the heart in the interests  of
of the problem lies. Workers is to break with
Ireland is ‘one of the the imperialist domin-
most profitable locations ation of the country.
in the world. Yet it This means no more
doesn’t gain any benefit Nand-outs by fly by
because it is a country Night multinationals and
Here we get to the dominated by imperial- the nationalisation of
real reason why gov--ism. Multinationals are- any firm that threatens
ernments and employers n’t interested in creat- closure or redundancies.
want to hold down jng jobs in Ireland; !t means taking over
wages.What they really the main reason for the banks and releasing
want is bigger profits. firms closing down is their huge resources to
Evidently, ‘we will have lack of orders.This is Put people back in work
to tighten our belts’ just part of the rec- at wages they can live
does not apply to the ession that has hit"on. It also means de-
bosses and the banks. every capitalist country

= .but Ireland suffers twice
However, is it true as much because of its
that lower wages will domination by imper-
mean more jobs? .Ex- jalism. Native firms are
perience - tells us NO! smaller and weaker and
Once multinationals and foreign  multinationals
even native firms gain ¢ljose their branch fact-

exactly the same.
BELIES...

Lower wages and in-
creased profits will lead
to more jobs.

political
domination of the
country by Britain and
divides the working class
The workers alternative
involves all this and
more but a good first

higher profits they don’t gries down sooner than ‘Step. is exposing the
re-invest in Ireland.Mill- their bosses in the lies .of the bosses
ions flow abroad every jmperialist nation. “arguments.

year without being taxed




‘After the Elections - What Next?’ was
the theme of a public discussion organis-
ed by the James Connolly Society in the
Andersonstown Social Club on Wednes-
day, August 17. The large attendance
showed the very great interest that
exists about the future direction of the
anti-imperialist movement. We reprint
below the texts of the speeches made by
Councillor John McAnulty of Peoples
Democracy and Assembl
Morrison o
REPUBLIC would welcome
articles, letters from reaﬁers wanting to
this

ive Dann
SOCIALIS

comment on

The James Connolly Society was found-
ed in 1976 to promote open discussion
between republicans and socialists.
Over the past 7 years the Society has
organised public meetings on all the
major issues that have faced the anti-
imperialist movement. Anyone wishing
to join the Connolly Society or get
further details call or write: Horizon
Belfast

AFTER THE ELECTION,

re_presenlat-
Sinn Fein.

theme.

11.

JAMES CONNOLLY SOCIETY

DEBATE THE WAY FORWARD

Books, Avoca Park,
JOHN McANULTY
‘The victories of Sinn

Fein in the Assembly
elections and more rec-
ently in the Westminster
elections have an imp-
ortance beyond the un-
doubted immediate gain
for Sinn Fein as an
organisation.

whole new layer of sohd-
arity has been created.

The key point here is
that any solidarity inter-
nationally ultimately de-
pends on mass struggle
here. But despite the
election successes the
mass struggle on the
streets and in the fact-
ories is at a low ebb.
The fact-is that while we

JOHN Mec

ANULTY:

It shows that after 15
years of punishing opp-
ression and brutality the
nationalist population in

the ‘North are still
undefeated. still willing
to struggle on, still

willing to register resis-
tance to British rule. The
importance of this sh-
ould not be under-
estimated. Sinn Fein
won similar victories in
the "50s but in a time of
calm and when tradit-
ional nationalism had
stood aside in despair.
These victories now,
after a long and bitter
struggle, and in the
teeth of opposition from
the SDLP,the Southern
politicians and the Cath
,olic church. The support
gained is a real bar-
rier to British plans.

Already, the gains from
the election have re-
versed a British strategy
of many years standing
to present the IRA as
isolated criminals and
their own repression as
simply a ‘police action’.
The votes for Sinn
Fein have made non-
sense of this explanation

This vote. plus the
bloody trauma of the H
Block struggle, has con-
vinced sections of the
Labour Party left and
progressive forces in
America and elsewhere
wlhat Britain has no solut-
1on Tt : e _and a

face new  opportunities,
we also face many new
problems.

After the high point of

struggle here the
nationalist masses were
filled with enthusiasm

-and confidence and suc-

cessive British and Unio-
nist opponents struggled
from expedient to exp-
edient without any clear
strategy.Now we face an
extreme right wing Brit-
ish government which
understands that no real
conciliation or cosmetic
reform is possible. One
aspect of this is their
decision to continue the
Assembly in the face ol
a total nationalist boy-
cott. The hysteria in re-
publican circles at the
time of the Assembly’s
formation has been fol-
lowed by a dangerous
apathy. We should not
forget that as long as the
Assembly exists it acts
to stake a British claim
that any future solution
will be a partition solut-
ion. Neither should we
forget that it was throu-
gh the Assembly that the
Unionists lobbied for the
‘Shoot to kill’ policy
that nationalists are suf-
fering from today.

In response to this the
Southern parties and the
SDLP have offered their
‘Council for a new
Ireland’. This is a real
threat to the anti-imp-

erialist movement. Irish™

capitalism sees the vote
for Sinn Fein as a threat
to itself. Before it could
from time to time in-
dulge in nationalist rhet-
oric in order to obtain
some leverage over Brit-
ish strategy.In this crisis
they need to crush the
anti-imperialist sentim-
ent of Irish workers to
survive. The only direct-
ion that the forum can
‘move in is towards
further repression inter-
nally and more collabor-
ation with Britain. The
role of the Southern
« parties in the attack on
women's rights enshr-
ined in the proposed
amendment to the const-
itution shows this clearly

Finally, one of the
most basic new elements
we face is the economic
crisis of imperialism.
The early period of this
struggle was fuelled by
an economic boom which
brought a new con
fidence to Irish workers,
especially in the North.
Now we face recession,
cuts, and mass un-
employment. Not un-
reasonably the anti-imp-
erialist movement is ex-
pected to answer these
questions.

Posing these questions
helps us to begin the
process of finding ans-
wers. In the North today
there are many local-
ised fightbacks:‘against
informers, against plast-

ic bullets, against the.

'Shoot to kill’ policy,
and also fightbacks on
unemployment, cuts and
housing.lts our job to

‘unify these and bring
them together in one
mass struggle which
should have as its focus

‘opposition to the Ass-
embly.

Such a movement could
extend itself through all
32 counties by opposing
the fake solutions posed
by the ‘Council for a new
Ireland’ and challenging
not only British imp-
erialism but the collab-
oration of Irish cap-
italism.

Above all we need the
strength of the working
class, especially in the
26 counties. For years,
the Workers Party has
burrowed away in the
Labour bureaucracy and
it has paid off in
increased support for

freed by an
‘agency.

them. We need to
challenge them but not
by copying them.The H
block-Armagh moveme-
nt showed that it is pos-
sible to appgoach work-
ers from outside the
Labour movement and
win support. And we can
learn from our mistakes
then by also work-
ing seriously and con-
sistently in the labour
movement.Here a great
challenge faces the re-
publican movement. It
has shown a new open-
ness, a new enthusiasm
and .a new level of org-
anisation in relation to
the working class.But it
has yet to put forward
new policies to deal with
the economic crisis and
this is an essential
element in building a
real movement of the
working class.

Apart from these strat-
egic difficulties, there is
a more general pol-
itical problem facing the
anti-imperialist movem-
ent. The decision to
stand in elections was
pre-dated by a long
discussion around the
old argment - ‘If elect-

‘ions could achieve any-

thing they would make
them illegal.’

Sinn Fein's victories
have settled this to some
extent without clarifying
the role of elections in
the revolutionary pro-
cess.We in Peoples De-
mocracy believe that
revolutions are made by
the mass of the people
rather than by individual

_groups no matter how

large or well organised.
People must free them-
selves.They cannot be
external

The sort of debate that
the Connolly Society is
holding tonight is of
great value to the act-
ivists who attend but
it doesn’t reach the mass
of working people. They
learn from their own
experience and their
own actions.It is here
that elections are imp-
ortant. Through elect-
ions, revolutionaries win
a platform in political
debate.They win sect-
ions of the working
class to their program
and in voting for this
program workers ‘take a

first step.lts up to
revolutionaries to pre-
sent them with the

next step of uniting
in mass struggle against
capitalism and imper-
ialism.

Its the job of revol-
utionaries to prepare
and organise and unify
the struggle to pose the

“question of power.Thats

why we need a revol-
utionary party and thats
what Peoples Democracy
is fighting to build.

There are many prob-
lems to be resolved.
But there are also many
opportunities.The main
point is that we do
not have to resolve all
these problems now.

Many will resolve them-
selves in action. What we
do need to do is to
unite together to build
united action.Gerry Ad-
ams’' recent speech ad-
vocating passive resist-
ance to the British occ-
upation is a welcome
move in this direction.
We should not delay but
come together now to
build a movement of the
working class that can
throw out the imper-
ialists and their capit-
alist collaborators and
put forward the real
solution to the crisis of
imperialism = an Irish
Workers' Republic!.

DANNY MORRISON

“The first thing before
we can discuss the way

forward is to take into

account not only recent
events and develop-

ments, not only revol-
utionary strategy but the:

tradition of nationalist

resistance in the Nnarth_

Since paruuun 1ett the
people of the North
isolated and condemned,
through the civils rights
struggle and the process
of armed struggle, the
nationalist people of the
North have come back
time and time again and
have borne every cross
forced upon them.

M1t is extremely import-

ant to understand that

out of that nationalist

tradition there was
always a republican
movement which had

potential - revolutionary

potential - to be radical

and which was of th

people. From th
struggle - from civ
rights through arme
struggle, through th

heroic sacrifice of te
young men, and if nee
had been women i
Armagh gaol, on hunge
strike throughout 198
what they represente
was genuine grievance
genuine determinatic
‘and grit of a peopl
determined to be fre
*‘And we have
appreciate that, we hav
to look at why th:
exists, we have to exan
ine why that doesn
largely exist in th
twenty-six counties an
what has contributed t
that development, wh
is behind partition, whi
is behind the drivin
force of the Irish revo
ution, which 1 beliey
is the Republice
Movement.




MHAT NEXT?

EMSinn Feins election
involvement didn't come
about by accident. The
abilitv of the movement

-in 1981 to ensure that

v

-

Bobby Sands was elect-
ed didn’t come about by
_accident either.
were a number of people
in the Republican Move-
ment who for a number
of years believed that
areas like Fermanagh,
South  Tyrone, Mia
Ulster, areas like West
Belfast had potential for
inflicting poll defeats
against nationalist coll-
aborators and in creating
a republican veto over
British attempts and
SDLP attempts to sell
down the stream the war
and struggle.

You have to be very
wary of what potential
the elections have
unleashed. For example,
as John McAnuity said,
if voting could have got
one anywhere, the
British, and infact all
the colomal powers,
would have banned it
years ago. All we're
managing to do is
exploit certain weak-
nesses in. the nature
of British colonial rule
in the North of
Ireland - thats all we're
managing to do,

But this electoral inter-

vention has its weak-
*nesses, it has its
strengths. Its weak-

nesses are pitfalls which
no revolutionary organ-
isation or revolutionary
should allow himself or
herself to fall into.
There is a danger and
it has been warned
against, of falling into
clientelism with regards
to the constituency
advice centres which
have absolutely no use
unless we are to raise
the consciousness of the
people.

B The positive develop-
ments of the recent
mandate giyen to Sinn
Fein hay obviously
been seen, in overturn-:
ing British prop-:
aganda on Ireland which
has stated that the
popular Republican
struggle had no support.
That's how they were
able to introduce crimin-
alisation, build the H-
Blocks and stick young
men and women away
and weaken the struggle
We were able to over-
turn that by our
political successes. We
were able to show in
America. in  Europe,.
Australia and elsewhere
that the nationalist
people of the North
remain undefeated, that
the nationalist people of
the North despite what
they had gone through,
were infact certain
where they were going.”
Remember the condit-
ions against which Sinn
Fein gained its. first'
65,000 votes and then
the 100,000 plus votes.

There

What we were fighting,
and indeed when the
IRA announced the
strategy of the long war,
what we were saying
was this; the British
are not going to be
got out of Ireland con-
stitutionally. The British
are going to have to be'
tought ou a number or
sepqrate fronts. It was
going to take a con-
siderable amount of time
to remove the British
presence from Ireland
and during the course
of that revolution

because that's what it's
going to be)will be the
will be the flourishing of

certain ideas with regard

to the liberation of every

single man, woman and
child with regards to
attitudes in the home,
our attitudes towards
gay people, our attitudes
towards how economics
is generated, how
people live, how proper-
ty should be redistribut
-ed. And that is. in

fact, wnat we hope to
gain at the end of

the day - complete and

auvsuilie control of uur
lives and to be able
to determine what we do
with our lives.

unique
regards to the liberation
struggles in other count-
ries throughout the

world and, in particular,
in other 3rd world
countries. For example,
the struggle here is
being fought against a
background of mass
media  disinformation
and information. No

. wnhslood om

other struggle took place

against such a back-,

ground, no other succ-
essful struggle, and in
fact it is true tp say that
whenever we fight with
1an Armalite in one hand
and a ballot paper in the
other it’s an experiment,
an historic experiment.
‘Whenever the Yanks

were fighting in Viétnam
and whenever the Viet-
cong were fighting aga-
nst them and indeed in

Namibia, in Angola, in
Mozambique,
those soldiers
faced with the exact
repercussions of their
actions against the en-
emy. But every time a
shot is fired in the North
of Ireland, or a
landmine is exploded,
and there are fatalities
or casualties, the media
draws through the mill
the exact effect of that
operation on the total
community here.

I think the Nationalist
people of the North have

to be congratulated, and |

certainly the Republican
movement has to be
clapped on the back,
considering what it has

gomg to be a long
struggle, the political
successes are only going
to reap certain benefits
to the struggle, They
have shown there is pop-
ular support, they have
overturned British prop-
aganda. Now what we
hope to do, and indeed
this is where the prob-
lem arises, because pro-

none of
WEre

' died

( problems to us.

blems always arise from

success, the problems
which we face North,
South and in Britain and
internationally, have to
be analysed, have to be
examined and we have
to come up with strateg-
ies which dovetail on
certain fronts.

The Republican move-
ment has developed as a
result of certain divis-

ions in Ireland and
tertain attitudes. The
electoral successes in

the North, and indeed if
we are to develop these
in the South where
people largely consider
the ipstitutions of thr
state as legitimate pres-
ents us with major
difficulties and Thonestly
don’t know how we are
going to overcome them.

People who are not part-
icularly tied to our trad-
dtion can put forward
certain strategies which
‘are difficult for the Rep-
ublican Movement to
overcome, because
unfortunately whenever
Britain divided Ireland
in 1920 with the Gov-
ernment of Ireland Act
and whenever she
enforced that in 1921,
actual® recogonition of
Free State institutions
and not just the Oath
of Allegiance which De
Valera was later to
ditch, but the actual
institutions of the state
led to a major problem,

to a snl.u avd led

neeqclown he decaq-

‘es one has often been

considered as a traitor if
one ever entered into
institutions which other
men and women had
opposing. The
republican split in 1969
enforced that division
and it presents major
For
example, if Sinn Fein, in

_from thet me
‘blodcs which

order to develop the the
popular struggle in the
North, in order to link in
with and properly rep-
resent working-class int-
erests, advocate entry
into Leinster house, it
would still present major
prob!ems and possibly
insuperable problems
and potentially split
problems.

‘So we have many, many

problems to face. Also |
would personally be
afraid that we would
attract to our movement
people who are really
interested in political
careers. At the present

- point in time, given the

abstentionist policy of
the Republican move-
ment and the fact that,
at least internally, any-
one who stands for elect-
ion has to declare an
oath of allegiance to the
Republican movement,
republican philosophy.
and ideology, I would be
afraid that we would att-
ract to our movement
people who would be
interested in getting into
dbating chambers, into
parliament for their own
ends and for their sect-
ional ends and not for
the ends of the people.
We are going to have to
remember this poinf
whenever we discuss the
way forward. Secondly,
inside the North, T
believe that the Nation-
alist community is basic-
ally sound. We've had
many crosses to bear,

replaced
internment.

The H-Blocks and Arm-

agh gaol were filled
with young men and
women on the basis of
signed, forced incrimin-
ating statements made
by these people under
spells of 7 days in
Castlereagh, Gough bar-

racks and Strand road.
Whenever the Brits fou-
nd that that had been
blown wide open the
Brits then moved from
there to the present
strategy of using hired
perjurers. Now we're
going to have to mount
a street campaign
against that which will
also have its limitations
because the British 7pp- |
reciate - absolutely the
value of this strategy.

It has the potential of
rending the National st
community apart, it ceri- |
ainly creats distrust and
of course a major by-
product of it is that
Republican ‘activists,
along with ordinary peo-
ple, are going to go to
gaol for long periods of
time. We are going ti '
have to determine strat-
egies and tactics to
fight all these problems.
The electoral victories
give us the opportunity
to link in with people
in Britain who sympath-
ise with National unity,
But to this day, no
organisation, along with
ourselves let me modest- .
ly add, has produced,
or finalised a strategy
for British withdrawal.
We come up with state-
ments like ‘Disarm the
RUC or UDR!’ or with
statements like ‘Immed-
iate, total British with-
drawal!’ and yet the
various scenarios are
going to present us with
major pmhlcms. The

-,u' OVEemern
Pu 1 B

“stru

and it is preparedtu

develop its strategy as

it goes along.
Bl believe that we
totally and absolutely

need unity but 1 also
think that comrades in
other organisations have

.to bear respect for the

traditions of the Repub-
lican Movement.”’

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE PEOPLES DEMOCRACY
AND FIGHTING FOR A SOCIALIST 32 COUNTY REPUBLIC, FILL
IN THE FORM BELOW AND SEND IT TO:

connolly hookshop,

6, avoca park,
. belfast.




"UNMANAGEABLE

REVOLUTIONARIES

Margaret Ward explains
in her introduction that
this book arose from her
perception, as an active
socialist feminist in Bel-
fast, that the ‘conflict-
ing allegiance of nation-
alism and feminism,
[would| continue to over-
whelm us’ unless a start
was made by honestly
confronting them. The
book rcords the con-
flicts, tensions, and pro-
ductive interactions be-
tween feminism and
nationalism between 18-
80 and 1940 in Ireland.

It is a pioneering work
forcing all of us to
look at both the past
and the present day ir
a completely differen
way from before.

Because of the relentless
pressure from the inter-
national womens™ move-
ment over the past 20
years, it has now become
a truism, even in some
right-wing liberal circles
to say that women have
been written out of the
pages of history. Espec-
ially in a backward
country like Ireland we

his story, rarely if ever
her story.

Established historians,
are now beginning to
perceive dimly the threat
to their credibility posed
by the scandalous ex-
clusion of half the
human race from their
his story.They would
like to make fake gest-
ures to women and get
away with it. Margaret
Ward, because of her

genuine socialist fem-
inist approach, avoids
this trap and warns

against ‘simply tagging
(women)on to what we
already know', Her met-
hod is ‘to re-examine
what is already accepted
so that a whole people
will eventually come into
focus:our historical cat-
egoriecs will have to
change.’

The book begins with a
remarkable event on 31
January 1881:-Irish wo-
men were asked by Irish
men to take over a
turbulent mass move-
ment called the Land
League. For the next
18 months the Ladies
Land League took con-
trol of the campaign.
It proved such an em-
barrassment to the men
that they quickly moved
to rewrite the history of
the period once the
agitation was over. But
not everything could be
suppressed. In 1886
Maud Gonne, daughter
of a British Army officer,

had decided at the
age of 21 to devote
her life to the cause
of Irish freedom. She

went to numerous men
in the nationalist move-
‘ment asking for help
and information. She
met the old fenian John

OLeary at a talk
organised by the ex-
clusivessand _ all-male,
Contemporary Club. The,
subject was the Land

to read

Ireland.

League. Maud was still .
only trying to- find hei
feet and asked just one
question: what had hap-
pened to the Ladies Land
League? John O Leary
made a famous reply:-
‘They may not have been
right, but they were
suppressed because they
were honester and more
sincere than the men.’

This strategy was “dis-
astrous on two counts.
Firstly, putting off pro-'
gressive campaigns to a
future ‘stage’ of the
struggle,meant making
unacceptable concessio-
ns to reactionary forces
and giving them a base
within the broad nat-
ionalist movement. Sec-
ondly, it meant that
when the national str-
uggle reached its height
in the early '20s, it

Anna Parnell was the
driving force behind the

Ladies Land League. was sold out due to
As a result of her betrayal from within.
experience she became a As we now know to our
recluse in an artists’ cost women were pen-

alised very severely by:-
the imposition of' par-
tition:as Connolly acc-
urately predicted the 2

colony in Cornwall,Eng-
land. She never broke
her links with Ireland,
once, despite being al-

most penniless, she sent partitioned states be-
a donation to a Pat- came a ‘carnival of
riotic Childrens’ Treat in - reaction.’

1900. It ws a protest

against the visit of A theme that runs

implicitly through Mar-
lin, ‘the Famine Queen’. garet Ward's book is
This event, organised by that a strategy which
women, was a big does not seek to com-
success. Arthur Griffith bine the national and
wrote:‘Dublin never wit- social revolutions ...that
nessed anything so mar- is a permanent rev-
vellous as the procession olution strategy ...is a
through its streets last strategy doomed to fail.
Sunday of the 30,000

%&b junction there
used to be b into 1s a powerful overlap

parading before the Qu- between the stra_te_gic
een of England.’ goals of both feminists-
and Trotskyists.

Queen Victoria to Dub

The government spon-

sored free treat in Qu- Inghinidhe, because of

een Victoria's honour their abstention from the
attracted only 5,000 chil- women's suffrage move- '
dren. There were 4 ment, cut themselves
speakers at the Patriotic off from potential allies
Children’s Treat. Al- in the Irish Women's
though the event had Franchise League-IWFL

Many Inghinidhe act-
ivists were founders of
Sinn Fein in 1908. The
Party's programme was
very moderate and ex-

been organised by wom-
en from start to finish
3 of the speakers were
men. The one woman
orator was Maud Gonne, _an
the main organiser. 40 plicitly anti-socialist.Co-
years later she was still nflicts often broke out
meeting people who had Within the party be-
been patriotic children cause of the contra-
at the treat. Maud's ro- diction between this
mantic admirer, the poet programme and the vig-
WB Yeats, commented oOrous instincts of the
gloomily:-How many of rank and file member-
these children will carry ship. On such occasions
bomb or rifle when a Inghinidhe ne hEireann,
little under or a little which had become in-
over thirty? active, was resurrected

as a safety valve for
As Margaret Ward says- militant activity.
‘He proved more far-
sighted than he real-
ised.’ As a direct result
-of this experience the
‘women who set up the
Patriotic Treat founded
Inghinidhe na hEireann
(Daughters of Ireland)
in October 1900. It was
the oniy nationalist wo-

Margaret Ward tells us
that in 1911 Sinn Fein
set up a broad com-
mittee to oppose the
visit of the new English
King, George V. The
United National Societ-
ies Committee organised
one of the Dbiggest
nationalist demonstrat-

men’s organisation in ! 2 :
this period that was ions since the days of
completely independent. the Land League. But
Although it was very some wanted to go
successful it made one further:-‘Countess Mar-
fatal strategic error:it kiewiez ..... remembered
subordinated the int- Inghinidhe as being al-
erests of women to those ways in favour of Eheﬁ
of the entire nation- most extreme action
alist movement. It would possible, while people
not support the cam- like Griffith.....were in

paign to win the vote great dread of a riot’.
for women, because this
was ‘English agitation’,
Inghinidhe argued it was
wrong to make demands

on the foreign British:

As George V passed,
through admiring loy-.
alist crowds in Dublin,
Markiewicz unfurled a,

government. There sh- black flag and began,
ould be no diversion distributing a leaflet::
from the ‘main aim’' denouncing Irish people. |-

willing to‘crawl to those.
who oppress and rob,
them.’ In the ensuing,

of winning freedom for

T

%Ml_

hit
Markiewicz with a stick,

row an old man

attached to a Union
Jack. Markiewicz burnt
a Union Jack and her
comrade Helena Mol-
oney put a brick through
a shop window dis-
playing pictures of the
royal couple.

Court cases followed.
Markiewicz making one
flamboyant gesture after
another, and the gov-’
ernment eventually de-
cided to drop c
because of mass support
for the women.

Helena Moloney at this
time was a close coll-
eague of James Connolly
and his Socialist Party

of
had no qualms about
supporting the campaign
for women’'s suffrage,
Inghinidhe continued to
decline and the remain-
ing members of the
dwindling organisation
decided, says Margaret
Ward, to give their
support to the small
group of Socialists ass-

Ireland(SPI). They

ociated with Liberty hall.

itude of Inghinidhe and
Sinn Fein’s attitude to
the anti-abortion amend-
ment:they refuse to cam-
paign for a No vote

on the grounds that the
constitution s

There are strong para-
L

illegit-

imate. Margaret Ward
notes that: 1
‘The Sinn Fein Women’s
Department ... may in
consequence be rend-
ered all but irrelevant,
when confronted with,
the first major -crisis,
of its existence.’

In the short space of thi-
review | have only been .
able to cover a small
amount of Margare.
Ward's excellent book.

BUY_IT!! READ ITL
AINE FURLONG.

Partition and

‘Women,
the Amendment’ was
the theme of a pub-
lic meeting held on
Monday, August 29 in
Dublin. Organised by
Peoples Democracy in
opposition to the
Amendment some 40
Reople turned out to
ear an interesting

anel of  speakers:
eonora Lloyd, a founder
member of the Internat-
jonal Contraception,

Abortion and against
Enforced Sterilisation

Campaign,

Margaret Ward, author
of the recently published
‘Unmanageable Revolut-
ionaries’ - Women and
Irish Nationalism (re-

viewed elsewhere on
this page).

Helen ivahony, Secre-
tary of Trade Union-
ists against the -
Amendment,

and PD member Sue
Esterson. i

Leonpra Lloyd told the
meeting that there is a

Struggle all over the wor-

PD ORGANISE

AGAINST

ld by women to win
over their own

control

‘was

fertility. She drew a
parallel between the
circumstances which
gave birth to the. Brit-
ish National Abortion
Campaign and those of
the Anti-Amendment

Campalgn in Ireland.

‘The Pro-Choice move-
ment came into exist-
ence in Britain for
the same reasons that
the AAC came about in
Ireland - because of

i anti-abortion hysteria. In
. Britain
formed . er ames

th ,__Was
White's attempt in 1975
to restrict the 1967
Abortion Act. In Ireland
the AAC was fdrmed
after the PLAC secured
romises from politic-
ans to amend the 1937
Constitutior®.

Helen Mahony explain-
ed that the Amendment
an attempt to
‘penalize,terrorise and

isolate women’ and’
warned that it might
‘stem the fight for

AMENDMENT

uemocratic rights

orce’.

Margaret Ward warned
that partition would be
bolstered by the Amend-.
ment: ‘It will high-.
light the differences i
tween the two parts of
Ireland, with pregnant
women the symbol of the
difference. Women in
the North will never give
up the right to be

treated for cancerous
wombs in exchange for
a United Ireland’.

Speaking for Peoples
Democracy, Sue Ester-
son condemned the

statement of the cath-

.olic bishops as a veil-

ed attempt to coerce
catholics into supporting
the Amendment. She

said ‘The bishops hope

to exclude discussion of.
the underlying political
reasons for the Amend-:
ment’. Sue also warned

that the Amendment
‘undermines the pros-
pect of Irish unity’

iiKke
contraception and div-




and resistance

Ten years ago in Chile
the attempt by Salvador
Allende and his Popular
Unity Government to
establish a ‘peaceful
.road to socialism’ ended
in disaster with a blood-
bath led by the Generals
of the Chilean Army and
the deaths of tens of
thousands of working
class militants.
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
has spoken to Patrico
Riesco of the Socialist
Party of Chile [PS CNR],
in exile in Ireland.
Below we print his
comments on the down-
fall of the Popular Unity
Government, and the
recent growth of a new
resistance to the Gen-
erals in Chile.

Latin America has for
too long been ‘America’s
backyard’ and progress-

B September next will
mark the 10th anniver-
sary of the downfall of
the Popular Unity Gov-
ernment in Chile.

With the election of
Allende in Chile,
as

history was made,
erisprs{den elect-
ed by a people any-
where in the world.

The Allende Govern-
ment was a popular
government that had the
support of the majority
of the working class
people. The reason was
simple:Allende carried
out deep reforms that
were in direct benefit of
the working people. The
nationalisation of the
copper mines and the
banks, the agrarian re-
form etc., were in itself
revolutionary measures
that no one can deny.

However, the right wing
and the Yanks were not
sleeping and they decid-
ed from the very first
day of the Popular
Unity Government that

they were not to stand by _

ive forces there battling
against dictatorship face
the machinations of the
CIA and the
might of the American
Army. The Chilean dis-
aster proved the im-
possibility of a ‘parlia-
mentary road’ to social-
ism and in Uruguay
the defeat of the Tup-
amaros proved that arm-
ed struggle alone was
not successful.Now the
vietory of the mass
struggle of workers in
Nicaragua has brought
a new wave of hope
to Latin America and a
new threat to the Chil-
ean Generals. Reagan’s
response is the threat of
invasion and all-out war.
Our response should be
increased solidarity with
the struggle in Latin
America.

and watch the Allende
Government carry out

transformations in ‘their

society’.

What failed in Chile was
the concept of the
‘peaceful road to social-
ism’.The strate -

ment was wrong. It is
not possible to achieve
socialism by peaceful
means. In any capitalist
country, the bourgeoisie
will not hesitate to use
the army as their last
resource to repress those
who want a better
sbciety. Without priv-
ileges for anybody.

The Chilean workers and
peasants were at last

able, through years of

class struggle to elect
a Government of their
own and to carry out
profound transformation
in society, but unfortun-
ately, they did not have

the means to defend
themselves when, on
September 1973 the

Army was used by the
right wing and American
imperialism_ to overth-

The peace women at
Greenham Common in
England have mounted

armed .

iado Allende.

ground patrols after
a spate of attacks on
their camp. The patrols
began as thousands of
anti-nuclear protestors
gathered around the
base for demonstrations
to mark the 38th
anniversary of the drop-
ping of the 1st atomic

C.

GREENHAM))

It is 10 years since. The
Army have done every-
thing possible to silence
any opposition to its
rule. From the begin-
ning they had the
support not only of the
multinationals, but also
of the middle classes
and their political party
in Chile - the Christian
Democrats. It is only
now, after 10 long years
of struggle by the
Chilean people, 10 years
of fighting back, of

resistance, that the Chri-

stian Democrats are
realising their mistake
when they supported the
coup that toppled ,All-
ende. For vears, they
were expected to be part.
of the Government of
Pinochet.Of course Pin-

ochet and his masters__

R A e S P 7 T S e VAP SRETIF 570 TR O IR e

bomb on Hiroshima.

In a series of attacks
cement has been poured
into the camp water
supply, paint sprayed at
proiestors’ ana  tents
knocked down. The wo-
men have been camp-
ed outside the airbase
for 2 years, protesting
about the decision to

* for a -3 day fast and]

the Yanks ignored them
after they used them
to save democracy in
Chile.

Pinochet is now isolated,
but he still has the full
support of the army and
the Reagan Administ-
ration. Internally, the
opposition is growing
daily.Press reports will
like to make us believe
that the Christian Dem-
ocrats are at the front
of the opposition but this
is not so.

The working class in
Chile, is and will always
be, at the front of the
opposition to the Junta.
It is they who have
been making sacrifices,

.who have been fighting

organising and agitating
against the dictatorship.

_They will have to be the

site cruise missiles there

Meanwhile... marchers
from 15 British cities
converged on the airbase

vigil commemmorating
the 200,000 people who
died in the US bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

N.

BELFAST

September 3, the

anniversary of the out-
break of World War
Two saw 300 support-
ers of the Campaign
for Nuclear Disarma-
ment march in Belfast.

CND organised a day-
long protest with music,
poetry and even a mini-

D.

=

marathon which passed
a nuclear bunker on the
posh Malone Road.
Speakers at a rally in-
cluded Senator John
Robb and Joan Ruddock,

Chairperson of the
British -CND.
In her = speechloan
Ruddock backed the

neutrality of the 26
Counties and said also

that she was ‘horrified to
see the heavy military
presence’ in Belfast.
Senator John Robb urg-
ed that all efforts be
made to ensure that
the whole island of
Ireland should remain

free of nuclear weapons.

“the multinationals and - beneficiaries of any ch-

anges in Chile, and there
will have to be many
changes.

The Christian Democrats
are in opposition now for
their own ends.Sections

of the left in Chile,
wrongly, have been call-
ing on the Christian

Democrats for the for-
mation of a common
front of opposition. The
Christian Democrats are
taking a reactionary dir-
ection and would very
much prefer to enter
into negotiations with
the military, than to
form an alliance with the
left. Besides, the Amer-
ican State Department
is already looking at the
situation closely and if
they see Pinochet in
more trouble than he is
now, they will no doubt,
require the services once

-

CHILE - Ten years of struggle

again of the Christian
Democrats.

The working class is
showing wus the way
forward in Chile. Today
all over Chile revolut-
ionary actions are taking
place.Confrontations be-
tween the people and the
army are taking place
daily. The people know
very well that they
will have to rely on their
own organisation and
strength.

LIVINGSTONE
SPEAKS OUT

When Ken Livingstone,
leader of the reater
London Council remark-
ed on RTE that what
Britain had done to Ire-
land over the past 800
years was worse than
Hitler’s persecution of
the Jews, he provoked a

wave of indignation from.

from the British estab-
lishment and its lackeys
like Lord Gerry Fitt.

The reality is that Living

stone was historically

correct in his evaluation.
Not only is Britain still

pursuing a policy of mil--

itary and economic re-
pression in Ireland but it
bears a great deal of

responsibility for geno-
cide in Ireland over 800
years. The Famine was
Ireland’s holocaust. The
level of Ireland’s popu-
lation today bears wit«
ness to the fact that it
has yet to recover from
this historic attempt at
genocide.

People like Lord Fitt
want to cover up the
fact that while Britain’s
methods may have
changed its role is still

that of a murderous
colo‘mal oppressor.
Brian Hughes
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After The Referendum

Win, lose or draw on September 7, the
size of the ‘NO’ vote cannot be ignored.
Despite all the confusion spread by polit-
icians and the media, the hysteria whipp-
ed-up by the so-called ‘Pro-life’ brigade,
the intimidation from the pulpits - tens of
thousands of Irish people voted for
democratic rights and against reaction.

That in itself
achievement.

With the referendum

behind us the fight for-

women's rights must go
on. What happens next
is the big question for
many ‘NO’ voters and
activists. In answering
this question we should

be under no illus_ion
that the right-wing
intends to mount an

attack on all the gains
of the women’'s move-
ment over the past 10
years. The referendum
witnessed the mobilisat-

ion of all the forces on
the right of Irish society,

and the re-emergence of
the Catholic Church as a
direct political force cur-
tailing social and demo-
cratic rights.

As we have seen through
out the history of the 26
Counties’ state, in times
of economic crisis like
in the 30s and S0s
he Church has fought to
naintain clerical power
over society and preach-
ed despair and defeat.
The net effect of its
influence is demoralisat-
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is a

tremendous

ion of working people,
whose traditional lead-
ership has refused to
challenge the role of the
Church in the state.

The politicians that have
held power over the past
60 years have been
happy to see the Church
play this role, for it
serves to divert attention
fromthe failure of their
capitalist policies to
meet the needs of the
overwhelming majority
of the Irish pecple. That
is the reason that all the
big parties were so quick
to give support to the
PLAC at the outset.

DEFENCE KEY ISSUE

We cannot predict just
where the right will
strike next - whether to
harass women taking the
boat to England or
against the family plann-
ing clinics. But we have
to take steps now to
meet the attack where-
ever it comes. So the

first thing that needs to
be done is for the Anti-
Amendment Campaign
to organise a conference
for activists and open
to ‘NO’ voters to lay
plans for a defence
campaign.

In meeting the attacks of
the right wing we must
reject any narrow
approach which seeks to
veto who can or can’t
participate. That would
be to misread the result
of the referendum, to
see it as the end rather
than the beginning of
the debate. Above all
else the campaign has
exploded the issue of
women’s rights and that
of the separation of
church and state. More
and more people want to
hear the arguments in-
volved. We have to go
out there and convince
them.

INTERNATIONAL
TRIBUNAL

That’s why the proposal
for an international trib-
unal to investigate the
crimes against Irish
women in regards con-
trol of their (fertility
deserves to be supported
This initiative would
allow us to build links
with the broad internat-

supergrasses

We Interview Nell Mc Cafferty

Nell McCafferty went to
the 6 Counties’ to hear
the ‘supergrass’ Ray-
mond Gilmour testify in
the ‘no-jury’ court. SR
asked her about it.

sr: What was the atmos-
phere in the courthouse
at the trial?

B That of a police state
rather than any normal
legal system. The police
ran the show and sorted
out conflicts in their
evidence between them-
selves. The judge gave
absolutely no direction.

SR: What of Gilmour?

B He exhibited no signs
of human emotion and

, responded as if he had

been programmed. A

general feeling among .

journalists, lawyers, the
public and the prisoners
was that the police con-
trolled every word.

®
SR: And the relatives?

B Reallv dictresced and

showing deep shock at
one of their own turning
informer.

SR: Do you think this
will lead to any back-
lash in the communities,
especially against clerics
who have called on
people to inform?

B No. People distinguish
quite clearly between
the pastoral and political
function of priests. Re-
spect and affection for
Catholic Church have if
anything increased since
it has remained the one
unchanging institution
in 15 years of division
and change. However,
people accept or reject
clerical pronouncements
according to their own
politics. There’s a feel-
ing that ‘the priests are
on our side but they
have to be diplomatic.’

SR: What effect has the

kidnapping of the father
had?

BA whole series of

reactions. First, amuse-
ment and +the feeclino

that this was just an
excuse to let Gilmore
retract. Then astonish-
ment when he didn’t.
Astonishment turned to
indi fference and that is
now replaced by an ack-
nowledgement that kid-
napping must one day
tanslate into killing if
the gesture is to have
any effect. However,
given Mr. Gilmore’s own
support for Sinn Fein
there is not a real
belief that he will be
killed. As the situation
becomes desperate there
will be a fervent hope
that he won’t be killed.
However it remains a
possibility that desper-
ate times will produce
desperate action.

SR: How have people in
Derry reacted to Gil-
more’s testimony?

B Reaction ranges from
fascination at the evid-
ence as a detailed ‘inside
look’ af the IRA, to utter
distaste and revulsion at
his traitorous activity.
Interestingly enough he
ie cappf ac a trattor rather

Poster issued by the Anti-Amendment Campaign.

jonal women’'s move-
ment which has had to
face these sort of

attacks in many count-
ries. Such a tribunal

than an informer, be-
cause people associate
informers with criminal
activity and don't see the
IRA as criminals.

SR: Are the trials seen
as a setback for the IRA

would also be an ideal
forum to open up the
debate on the right to
choose by drawing out
the links between the

sonal tragedy of those
jailed by Gilmore’s
evidence.

SR: Do these trials show
up the sectarian nature
of the 6 Counties’ state?

right to contraception
and the right to
abortion.

Anne Speed

SR: Do you believe that
there is the possibility
of building up commun-
ity action through an
anti-informer campaign?

B don’t really believe
so. There didn’t seem to

military campaign? M1 don’t think so. W&  pe that sort of feeling

: must remember that  ;mong the relatives or in
B No,their effect  off- there are a number of {he community as a
set by the series of supergrasses on the hgle.
political victories for loyalist side also.
Sinn Fein. There is a
clear sense of the per-

icing on the cake in what

Our Views

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
would not agree with
all the views expressed
by Nell;

[JThe Catholic Church.
We agree that the out-
line presented by Nell is
part of the story. But
there is a growing anger
and resentment and a
disgust that people like
Father Faul should try to
smash resistance before
it begins and do so by
'justifying in advance
British repression and

murder against any pro-
test movement.

[ The Kidnapping .

B The Kidnapping
Nell exnresses no view

herself but we hold
strong views. Kidnapp-
ing has no future as a

tactic. It does mot worry .

the British and is not
likely to affect people
who have already sold
their comrades for per-
sonal gain. The killing of
an innocemnt relative
would revolt the anti-
unionist community and
damage the anti-imper-
ialist organisations. In
any case reliance on
terror would show this
})attle had already been
ost.

OSectarianism,

We see the ftrials as
clearly sectarian. Pros-
ecution of small groups
of loyalists is simply

is basically an anti-
republican  campaign.
The loyalist terror gangs
are happy to co-operate
with ‘security forces’
who do their job for them

by operating a ‘shoot-to- 1

kill’ pelicy.

[IFighting back.
The recent opening of
a broad anti-informer
campaign has already
proved Nell’s assess-

-ment wrong. We believe
_that there are many pol-

itical questions to re-
solve before a mass
movement comparable
to the ‘H-Block Armagh
campaign can be built,
but it is the only
direction in which a real
victory is possible. We
urge all our readers and
supporters to play a full
part in this campaign.




