The extradition of Domi-
nic McGlinchy from the
26 Counties marks a new
and deeper level of colla-
boration on the part of
the Southern establish-
ment with the British
Crown. It is a viela-
tion of the Constitution
and a breach of both
domestic and interna-
tional law. It was be-
cause there was no legal
way of delivering
McGlinchey into the
clutches of the sectarian
RUC that the handover
took place at the dead of
night. .

The decision to extradite
McGlinchey was taken
long ago by the Coali-
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tion’s ‘Security Commii-
tee’ as part of its
policy of appeasing the
British Tories and loyal-
ist  extremists. The
Supreme Court was
employed simply to pro-
vide a legal gloss for the
political order. That is
why Jim Prior was able
to confidently assure the
British media that
McGlinchey would be
extradited even when a
judge in chambers
ordered a stay on the
warrant.

The principle that poli-
tical offenders shall not
be extradited is long
established and accept-
ed as a fundamental

PRICE 20p. :[Iﬂp. Unemployed and strikers.

ALIST

right in international
law. It has been upheld
by Free State govern-
ments of every political

hue for more than 60

turbulent years __ de-
spite intense pressure
from the British.

The fact. that this
‘law and orter’ Coalition
has been not only
ready but eager to cast
aside this Constitutional
right serves to empha-
sise just how rotten
and corrupt a govern-
ment it is. The lie has
been given to the New
Ireland Forum as a step
towards a United Ire-
land: it now stands
revealed as a conspiracy

to defend partition and
British rule in the North.

The Coalition will want
to use the McGlinchey
case (o drive a coach
and horses through the
political refuge of the
Extradition Act. They
must not be allowed to
get away with this.

Already Sinn Fein has
been organising public
rallies against extradi-
tion in many Southern
towns. These must be
supported. But if the
fight against the Coali-
tion attacks is to be suc-
cessful then a campaign
to defend political refu-
gees from the British
occupation must be
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taken into ail the mass
organisations, especially
the trade unions. The
Coalition and Fianna
Fail must hear the
message:

NO MORE
EXTRADITIONS!

SUPPORT
ANTI-EXTRADITION
_RALLIES!

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal
Saturday, April 7th
3.30 pm.

Cavan Town

. Saturday, April 14th
2.30 pm.
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Union Row Over UDR!

The North’s largest
white-collar union, the
Northern Ireland Public
Service Alliance (NIPSA)
is facing a storm of pro-
test following a decision
by the executive council
to donmate ESO0 to the
UDR Benevolent Fund.
The proposal to make
the donation came from
the CSPOA divisional
executive which is domi-
nated by pro-loyalist
right-wingers. There is
no doubt that it was de-
signed to provoke the
union left and cause
deep offence to catholic
members of the union.

In recent years NIPSA
has moved from being a
management association
to one of the most active
of the North's unions.
The 1981 civil service
strike and the 1982
health workers dispute
transformed the wunion
and immeasurably
strengthened the influ-
ence of the left. The
union began to adopt
policies opposing the

use of repression in the
North and identifying
itself with democratic
struggles internationally
such as Solidarnosc in
Poland and the fight
against apartheid in
South Africa. The
strength of the shift to
the left was even reflect-
ed in a decision by the
CSPOA divisional con-
ference (traditionally
pro-Ulster TUC) to seek

affiliation to the *ICTU
last year.

A left-wing majority on
the NIPSA execufive was
thrown away in 1983
through factional dis-
putes between the Com-
munist Party and Mili-
tant. This has given
the right-wing an oppor-
tunity to undermine the
left advance at what has
to be the most critical
time in the wunion's
history. A report in
December by the Fair
Employment Agency
(FEA) disclosed discri-
mination in the Northern
civil service on a scale
which only the acquie-

scence of the union
could have left unchal-
lenged in the past. Not
only the membership of
NIPSA but. the entire
trade union movement is.
waiting to see how ‘the
NIPSA leadership re-
sponds to this indict-
ment. The FEA advocat-
ed a series of measures
which, though limited,
would go some way 1o
curbing. the pattern of
sectarian appointments.
The left in NIPSA wants
the union to endorse
these proposals but the
executive has so far re-
fused to go Dbeyond
noting the FEA report
and has declared that
the issue is an indus-
trial relations and not a
political matter.

The executive position is
designed to hold the
union together in the
face of loyalist threats
to split the union rather
than see effective mea-
sures taken to combat
discrimination. Instead
it has encouraged the

DANNY
BURKE!

But INTO delegates did
not get long to ponder
Scott’s threats. The fol-

The leadership of the
Irish National Teacher's
Organisation (INTO) has
a tradition of inviting
representatives of the
employers to the open-
ing of "their Northern
conference. This year
they invited Nicholas
Scott, Minister for Edu-
cation, to address the
conference at Belfast’s
Forum Hotel. They got
kicked in the teeth for
their pains.

Scott announced that the
cuts in education would
continue, and there
would be no improve-
ments in staffing or re-
sources. He went on to
detail his concern about
‘weak’ teachers. The
message was clear. A
witch-hunt against
teachers is on the way.
They are to be the ‘whip-
ping posts’ who take the
blame for the Tory
attacks on education.

As Nicholas Scott is also
responsible for many
other areas of public scr-
vice, in the, North, it is
not hard to see that this
witch-hunt could easily
be extended against all
public service workers.

lowing day Danny
Burke, a  West Belfast
teacher, presented the
conference with evi-
dence that the witch-
hunt is already under
way and that he was to
be the first target.
Danny has been teach-
ing for 16 years, but in
recent years has faced
increasing harassment
from the Department of
Education's inspectors.
Now he is to be sacked
and on Apvil 20th his li-
cence to teach will be
withdrawn,

Danny Burke's decision
to fight back has expos-
ed a major principle
for trade unionists. De-
spite his experience, the
support of his union, and
the support of local
parents, it has become
evident that there is no
appeal against the De-
partment. It can unila-
terally take action
against any teacher
without any possibility of

_ defence.

But Danny Burke is not a
victim chosen at ran-
dom. He is a leading

anti-imperialist militant
in West Belfast who has
been to the forefront in
many community and
political struggles — H-
Block, the Divis démo-
lition campaign, com-
munity education and
many other issues. In
any witch-hunt cam-
paign, socialists like
Danny would be the
main target. Their re-
moval would leave =
cowed and demoralised
workforce under the
thumb of the State.

A fightback is under-
way. The INTO confe-
rence voted unanimously
to empower the North-
ern Committee to order
the withdrawal of co-
operation from the De-
partment's inspectors if
a fair appeals system is
not agreed, Local
parents have expressed
interest in organising a
defence campaign. But
militants in other unions
should organise and
send protests to Scott.
The best way to defeat
this campaign is to coun-
terattack before it gets.
off the ground!

right-wing to greater
provocations. As well as
the UDR donation the
right-wing have launch-

-ed a campaign to reverse

the CSPOA affiliation to
ICTU.

Some catholic members
of the union have alrea-
dy resigned member-
ship. They have no confi-
dence that a union which
gives money to the rela-

tives of sectarian killers
can represent them. If
this is not to become a
stampede fhe right-wing
in NIPSA will have to be
openly confronted and
defeated. It also de-
mands that the loyalist
veto in the ICTU has to
be ended. As was fur-
ther evidenced by the

FEA indictment of the

GMWU (an  ICTU
affilliate) for actively _.'md- ;
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over a long period
discriminating  against

catholic union members.
The convention of giving .
the North's unions a free

hand only bolsters up

sectarianism and en-

sures that any' genuine
workers unity will not

be achieved.

JOHN MAGEE |

‘Injustice’

Its becoming clearer as the weeks go by, just
how nasty this proposed bill is. And its also quite
evident how involved the gardai are. They’re
falling over themselves defending the Bill and
stirring up public fears on vandalism and street
violence. Many people, especially the old, are
terrified of being mugged by youth, driven to
desperation through unemployment and despair.
The gardai and right wing TDs are feeding
off this fear in rationalising their support

for the bill.

Fianna Fail TD and
Shadow Spokesperson
for Justice, Michael

Woods, has been part-
icularly scandalous in his
defence of the bill.
And this, from a party,
whose TDs are loudly
proclaiming concern
over jailed students.This
bill would allow them to
put 12 year olds away
for 5 years for joy-riding!

NATIONAL QUESTION

As with the anti-
amendment battle, the
present Criminal Justice
Bill campaign should set
its target at creating
public awareness of the
issues, building broad
opposition against its
implementation and
creating a base in the
workers movement
against repression at the
moment, the campaign
is concentrating on
public meetings with
{rades union speakers.
But the campaign has a
weakness. Many fail to
see, or are_unwilling to,
draw the connection
between the overall pol-

Noonan
itical

the general deterioration
of legislative civil rights.

The similarities that now
exist between the two

legal systems North and

South are striking.
Diplock Courts, Special
Criminal Court; Emer-
gency Provisions Act -
Criminal Justice Bill -
same thing, same intent,
same results. They’re

crisis on the
national question and

now using paid perjurers
in the North - it will

only be a matter of

time before that is
introduced in the 26
Counties.
WITCHUNT!
Coupled with the

Coalitions political witch .
hunt against Sinn Fein,
this Bill will be used
against political activisfs
as part of an insidious
attempt to nullify opp-
osition to government

policy or the  state
apparatus. And the
. gardai view of sub-

versives is very wide
indeed. In reply to press
reporters during the
Mallon bugging
controversy, a senior
garda inspector labelled
all those :'who do not
support the RUC’ as
subversives!

It is important that the
Criminal Justice Bill
Campaign takes on
board these issues. They
combine with an
economic- and social
crisis of =  massive
proportions within the
Southern state. They
sum up the reasons why
the government and
gardai want to equip
themselves with legal
machinery to protect
a crumbling state.

KEVIN KEATING
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The Rich Get
Richer,And...

If anyone needed an ex-
planation of why the
Coalition collaborates
with Thatcher so much
they need look no further
than the last budget of
each government.They
were exactly the same.
Each was described as
‘neutral’, each was just
the opposite and neither
will do anything to halt
the economic crisis in
either state.

Far from being ‘neutral’,
the budgets were con-
structed on the principle
that the rich have to get
richer and the poor ...
well, you know the rest!
No wonder the Tories’
budget was greeted so
gleefully in the City of
London when the Finan-
cial Times share index
went up by a weekly re-
cord of 6% to an all time
high. It's not even as if
the City of London was
having a bad time of it
and needed some help.
The profits in 1983 for
Big Four banks — Bar-

.~ . - clays, Lloyds, Midland

and Nat West were a
staggering £1,704 mil-
lion. When workers ask
for wage rises the media
and politicians scream
about ‘inflation” but
when the bankers and
speculators get large
increases we are told
that that is good!?

-3

foods.. Not

For the rest of us we are
told that £ there are
some small tax deduc-
tions. We were not told
these would be more
than wiped out by Na-

tional Insurance
increases; electricity
price rise, NHS and

dental charges and of
course the introduction
of VAT on take away
even the
humble fish supper is
safe in the battle against
inflation!

COALITION
BUDGET

The Coalition budget
was exactly the same.
Dukes, Minister for Fi-
nance, said that PAYE
workers were going to be
better off and so were
those on social welfare
payments which increas-
ed by about 7%. Since
inflation will be around
10%, PAYE workers will
in fact be taxed more
than before the budget
and those on welfare
payments will see a drop
in living standards.

Neither budget did
anything to help the un-
employed — in fact they
suffer most. In the North
the average income of an
unemployed person with
a family has dropped

15% under Tory rule,
while for a company
director it has increased
by 43%. The Tories
certainly look after their
friends. So does the Coa-
lition. While - PAYE
workers pay more they
refuse to tax the massive
profits of multinational
firms who are lured to
Ireland by the advertise-
ment that Ireland is the
most profitable location
in Europe.

In reality this is what
both budgets are all
about. Both Thatcher
and FitzGerald want
working people to pay
for the crisis of their sys-
tem. In order to drag the
bosses’ system out of its
mess the workers have
to take large cuts in liv-
ing standards and suffer
still greater unemploy-
ment. We are told that
sacrifices now will bene-
fit us later. These bud-
gets show that the only

people who benefit from -

our sacrifices are the
rich.

There is an alterna-
tive. Instead of robbing
the workers to pay the
bankers we should do
the opposite. The banks
should be nationalised,
multinational profits
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no buts

taxed and the money
used to put the unem-
ployed back to work. No
doubt these proposals
would be denounced as
‘extremist’, ‘communist’
and ‘simplistic’. Maybe
they are, but what is
extremist about wanting
a job at a decent wage
and to live in a house
which isn’t a slum? That
is not much to ask for,
and if the politicians
can't deliver then the
workers properly orga-
nised should do it for
them. We should Fight
Back Now!

UDA BASH SIT-INS!

Padraic White, Direétor of the Industrial Develop-
ment Authority, and Garrett FitzGerald have
hatched up a plot to demoralise and dis-orient
workers fighting back against job closures. They
have decided that IDA grants will be refused to
workers who are occupying industrial premises,
and planning independent enterprises. It has not
been workers who have been the recipients of large
grants or the free concessions but the big multi-
nationals who disappear after two or three years.

CONFRONTATION!

This is a devious move
by the Coalition faced
with a growing number
of workers, prepared to
face imprisonment, in a
desperate bid to save
their jobs. Thousands of
workers now realise that
this government and its
predecessor, the Fianna
Fail variety, have no
solutions to the crisis.
They are demanding
action from trades union
leaders and if not forth-
coming, take direct steps
themselves. Workers at
Scarriff, Kingdom
Tubes, New Ross Ship-
vard, Carrigaline, Dat-
sun, Ranks, Clondalkin,
have all refused to sur-
render their integrity or
ability to fight. They
have not succumbed to
demoralisation or
apathy. These workers

"y SAP

Coalition side. Fitz-
Gerald is preparing the
ground for major con-
frontations by whittling
away at the limited
options, and morale of
workers prepared to sit-
in,

The ICTU, if it had any
mettle, would really
challenge this move —
instead of issuing rhe-
torical statements. But
most of the ICTU’s pre-
sent leaders have little
or no strategy worked
out. We all saw that
through the Tax Cam-
paign when they march-
ed up to half a million
people — up the hill and
then they marched them
down again!

FIGHTBACK!

Workers don’t want to
waste their time by
going down the road
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response in the Budget-
Tax marches exposed a
great deal of scepticism
among the rank and file.
It is now up to the mili-
tants on the ground who
have led and learned a
great deal from strug-
gles to give a lead. The
leaders on top can be
pushed on or pushed .
aside.

Peoples Democracy
trades union activists
and supporters are work-
ing with other trades
unionists to win sponsor-
ship for a major fight-
back conference later in
the year.

ANN SPEED

tween

Community and Unemployed Resource Centre, Hardman Street, Liverpool.

Unions

Protest Witch-

Hunt Of
Sinn Fein

Resolutions protesting the Coalition witch hunt
against Sinn Fein elected representatives and

its members
have. gone
annual

forward

in the trades union movement
for debate at the
conferences of Ireland’s

two main

industrial unions. In the ITGWU and FWUI,
PD members and supporters, in the Limerick

and Dublin areas,

proposed the

motions

which condemn the attempt of the Coalition

Government to

censor

delegations  or

exclude from union negotiations, democratically
elected representatives. The FWUI motion also
calls on the union to abstain from censored

delegations.

WORKERS PARTY

The Coalition witch hunt

is being aided and abet-
ted by anti-republican
elements in the unions.
A consistent letter writ-
ing campaign has ap-
peared in newspaper
pages, spearheaded by
members of -the DSP
{(Democratic Socialist
Party). The Workers
Party seem to be aban-
doning defence of demo-
cratic rights — as in one

union, the CGPSU lib-

raries section, they ab-
stained and in FWUI No
15 Branch (RTE), voted
against similar motions

 presented by PD sup-

porters.

Having got the bit be-
the teeth, the
‘two-nationists’ in the
unions won’t let go that
easily. And the Coalition
is running scared of Sinn
Fein's potential in the
coming EEC elections. A
oood showineg would cer-

idalists in the

lem for FitzGerald. How
Sinn Fein builds for that
campaign will be very
important for all social-
ists in the anti-imper-
ialist movement.

UNITY AGAINST
WITCHUNT!

Building community ac-
tion on the drugs issue
has certainly been a
major step. Building a
fightback must now be’
extended into the unions
on-all the major econo-
mic and social issues and
immediately on the
witch-hunt.

PD believes more con-
sistent and organised
unity among anti-imperi-
trades
unions is a priority. We
will be discussing with
trades union activists
and Simn Fein members
how to develop that work
and the possibility of
fringe meetings at the
union conferences.

ARNIN DD ATYY




After repeated delays, the ‘New Ireland’ Forum is
expected to produce its final report at the begin-
ning of April. Publicly conceived with the task of
producing a blueprint for a ‘new’ Ireland, the

Forum has never

been’ able to shake

loose from the fetters of ‘old’ Ireland. It is this
failure that guarantees that the final report will be
in Seamus Mallon’s words ‘a bag of dolly

mixtures’.

In the following article John Magee argues that
the refusal of the Forum te come out unani-
mously for Irish unity and independence will
deepen divisions and prolong the violence which

scars [reland today.

When the Coalition go-
vernment first announc-
- ed its initiative to esta-
blish a broad political
forum to discuss the
shape of a ‘new Ireland’
it set down precon-
ditions on participation
that ensured the
Forum's efforts would
fail. An Taoiseach Gar-
ret FitzGerald declared
that there was no place
for Sinn Fein at the
Forum because that par-
ty supported the armed
campaign of the Irish
Republican Army.

From the outset then,
the Coalition Govern-
ment, supported by
Fianna Fail, the Labour
Party and the SDLP,
made it clear they were’
not prepared to take into
account the views and
interests of the national-
ly minded working peo-
ple of the Six Counties
whose resistance of 15
years to British rule was
the very factor which
had placed a ‘new
Ireland’ on the agenda.

This issue of ‘vio-
lence’ was however to be
no problem when it came
to encouraging loyalist
participation in  the
Forum. Letters of invita-
tion were sent to all the
Unionist leaders includ-
ing Paisley, ‘Comman-
dant’ of the Iloyalist
‘Third Force'. The Loy-
alists however had no in-
tention of entering the
discussion. Their reply
was the same message
they have thundered vio-
lently down through the
decades — 'No Surren-
der'.

This unequivocal re-
jection of any move to
further reconciliation be-
tween the majority and
minority communities in
Ireland didn't suit the
Forum participants —
so they ignored it! The
ceremonial opening of
the Forum in St. Pat-
rick's ~Hall, Dublin
Castle on May 30 last
vear witnessed speeches
by all party leaders
which addressed the
Northern minority as the
intransigents and spoke
to the loyalists as if they
were the fair-minded,
reasonable people.

An Taoiseach, Garret
FitzGerald attacked the
nationalist community
for paying ‘scant regard
for the identity of the
unionists, who feel their
very existence threaten-
ed by the aspirations of
Irish  unity.”” Charles
Haughey spoke of the
need for the new Ireland
to be based on agree-
ment and consent and
went on to offer the
loyalists ‘local autono-
my"' in any new lreland.

S W e S T U W e Pl TS T 1Y

leader John Hume dwel-
led on the need for ‘ac-
commodation’ with the
loyalists: "How would we
propose to give to Union-
ists an adequate sense of
security — Yeligious,
political, and cultural —
in a new Ireland?’

In short, the constii-
utional nationalist
parties while pro-
claiming the desire for a
united Ireland were
proposing to replace the
veto given to the
loyalists by the British
with a veto fashioned by

themselves. This ap-
proach was to be harden-
ed out over the following
months as the Forum
progressed to look at

the political, social, eco-
nomic and cultural fac-
tors in a ‘new Ireland’. It
became clearer that far
from advancing towards
a United Ireland, the
work of the Forum was
to rebuild and strength-
en the barriers to Irish
Unity and indepen-
dence.

This approach was made
oufstandingly clear in
the Forum's discussions
of the economies, North
and South. Despite the
fact that the Forum had

three  well-researched
papers prepared by its
secretariat, all of which
set out in graphic detail
the disastrous conse-
quences of partition on

NEW IRELAN

both economies, the
political parties prefer-
red to give greater
weight to the bigoted
impressionism = of Sir
Charles Carter, head of
the Northern Ireland
Economic Council who
came to Dublin simply
to tell the Forum that
‘Irish unity won’t work’.

For the establishment
parties it would be best

if the Forum could
simply report that view
and have it accepted.
Fortunately, there’s no
chance of that being the
case which explains the
serious difficulties the
parties in the Forum
have had in agreeing a
final report. They cannot
ignore the deep

aspiration of the maj-
ority of the Irish people
for national Te-
unification but at the
same' time they are not
prepared to take any

_ serious step towards

realising that goal. Their
only option is continued
support for partition
and British rule in the
North. The dilemma is
how to disguise this
option so that it is
acceptable to the Irish
people.

The traditional way in
which this deceit has
been accomplished is to
step up republican
rhetoric simultaneously
with repression of
republican fighters. This
remains the choice of

A CRIMINAL

Fianna Fail and the '
Mallon wing of . the
SDLP: they wanted a
final report  which
combined. a call for a
unitary state with the
promise of ever-*
toughening  measures
against ‘subversives’.

The Coalition and the
SDLP majority led by
John Hume have lost
confidence in this trad?
itional manoeuvre. They
understand that the
problem with republican
rhetoric is that, if
repeated often enough,
people will begin to
believe it and start
to ' question why
republican fighters are
being persecuted
instead of a tougher’
line being taken with
Britain and the loyalists.

Another important factor
in the calculations exists
however, which severely
narrows the room for
manoeuvre of the cap-
italist parties - the crisis
of the _capitalist
economies, which has
produced major
capitalist organisation of
society as a whole.
As people get
increasingly discontent-
ed with the capitalist
parties the chance is
they will look for an
alternative.

The only serious political
challenge to the
capitalist  parties at
present is posed by the
anti-imperialist move-
ment which has
spearheaded the
resistance to  British
rule in the North over
the past 15 years. The
seriousness of  this
challenge has increased
dramatically with Sinn
Fein's electoral success
in the 6 counties and its
entry into the electoral
arena in the South.All
the capitalist parties are
united in their
determination to stop
the advance of Sinn
Fein.

The Coalition and the
SDLP recognise that
Sinn Fein will not be
stopped without inject-
ing some stability into
the North. They also
recognise  that  this
stability won’t come
from Britain coercing
the loyalists” to accept
power sharing or some
link up with the South.
That leaves only the
nationalist people to
make the concessions.

Throughout the Forum
the Coalition has been
at pains to promote
the idea that Ireland’s
future lies not in
breaking the connection
with Britain but _in
cementing this relation-
ship and integrating
Ireland even more into



D FORUM

imperialist military and
economic alliances. The
Coalition even proposes
to amend the Constit-
ution to allow British
citizens resident in the
26 counties to vote in
elections for the Dail:
needless to say there are
no plans to enfranchise
the one and a half
million Irish citizens in
the 6 counties. The
extradition of Dominic
McGlinchey overturned
a fundamental democ-
ratic principle of the
Southern constitution -
this emphasises their
subservience to imp-
erialist dictats.

The options of ‘Joint
Sovereignty’ and ‘Fede-
ration’ are within this
framework. -They® are
not stepping St’Om‘!S
to uhity but a trans-
mission belt to over-
turning the limited gains
of the national revolution
which established formal
independence for the 26
counties. As such they
mark a cuminal retreat
from the historical goal
of national unity and

ndependence

What is also clear is
that this abandonment of
Ireland’s fight for
freedom will not evoke
any concesions from the
loyalists!There is no
reason why the union-
ists should give up
any of their traditional
positions or become
more willing to allow
their relative privileges
to be eroded. Instead
these proposals will
encourage the loyalists
to be even more
intransigent, even more
arrogant towards the
nationalist minority in
the North.

There is nothing to
suggest that either of
these options are any
more  acceptable fo
British imperialism than
a United Ireland) British
Government statéments
on the Forum have
stressed the need for
the SDLP to participate
in the Stormont
Assembly, implicitly
ruling out any cross
border political instit-
utions, While ‘Joint
Sovereignty’ and ‘Fede-
ration” will get no
endorsement from the
Tory Government they
will not be displeased
by the Forum bringing
such options to the fore.
Thatcher and Prior know
that even the pretence
of - consideration for
these options provides
political cover for step-
ped up collaboration by
the Coalition and the
SDLP. That is Britains
real interest ' in the
forum, the
which a political and
security offensive
against the republican
fighters can be co-

ordinated and the extent
to which the neutral
South can be integrated
into the imperialist
military alliance NATO.

Britain's interests were
spelt out by Tory MP
Michael Mates in an
interview with the
Sunday Independent:
‘How could we possibly
share sovereignty with a
country that is not a
member of our defence
pact?’ he asked. Mates

is the present chair-
person of the West-
minster Anglo-Irish
parliamentary group and
was prominent in
supporting Prior's
Assembly initiative

when it was under fire
within the Tory party.

In the same interview
‘Mates made it clear
that the British
Government didn’t feel
under any pressure to
seek a compromise with
the mationalist majority
in Ireland. The British
would mnot curb the
loyalist ascendency nor
would they make any
provision for the national
rights of the nationalist
people in the 6 counties,
instead Mates contempt-
uously advised the
Forum to accept that a
*United Ireland is not on
the cards’ and in that
way ‘cut the ground
from under the unionists
feet’.

The tragedy of the

Forum is that so many of
its participants were
prepared to accept this
advice. Yet the lesson-of
the last 15 years, never
mind going back into
history, is that every
hesitation, every offer of
compromise made by
nationalist Ireland to the
loyalists has been under-
stood as weakness and
encouraged the loyalist
politicians and people to
dig their heels in and
demand total victory for
themselves. And why
not, when in every case
the British Government
has been prepared to
back the loyalist position
with all the force at
the command of the
British state.

There is nothing in the
Forum which changes
that reality. Yet again,
Irish politicians have
been too cowardly to
seize the chance of
pressing the right of
the Irish people to
determine their own

intervention of the Brit-
ish empire. In this
failure the Coalition,
Fianna Fail and the
SDLP have betrayed not
just the interests of the
minority in the 6
counties but of the Irish
people as a whole.

There should be
doubt in anyone's mind
that the Forum’s report

BETRAYAL!

will be rejected not just
by the British and the
loyalists but also by the
nationalist people of the
North.They will continue
to resist British rule and
loyalist supremacy and
to endure brutal
repression of this
resistance, a brutality
that is only possible
through the cowardice of
constitutional nation-
alism. Precisely because
the Forum has failed
to unambivalently
press the demand for
national unity and self-
determination, for a
United Ireland, it
represents not a step on
the road to peace, but
another guarantee of
continuing violence
which in time threatens
to engulf the whole
island.

The politicians will not
be able to shrug off
their responsibility for
this development for
they all know well what

e S TRITRE e e it onpeded

Charles Haughey has
declared that ‘Northern
Ireland is a failed entity’
John Hume has explain-
ed how the loyalist veto
blocks all progress. They
know that the key to
a solution is British
withdrawal. They have
refused to take this
road and so the job
must be done by others.

The European elections

e

in June will to an extent
allow the Irish people,
North and South, an
opportunity to give their
verdict on the final
report of the Forum.

No-one who genuinely

seeks a United Ireland’

who wants to see peace
and justice established
will be wasting their vote
on the Forum parties.

extent to .

The upcoming June EEC elections will have an
important significance for the struggle against
Britain and for their Irish puppets throughout
the 32 Counties. The elections will be used by all
the capitalist politicians to bolster their declining
credibility among working people already impo-
verished by unemployment and cuts.

Thatcher's Tory pro-
gramme offers only in-
creased unemployment
and repression for work-
ers in the 6 Counties.
The Coalition offers ex-
actly the same. A further
feature of the contest
will be the flagging
attempt of the SDLP to
mislead the anti-unionist
population in the 6
Counties into supporting
a  restructuring and
strengthening of impe-
rialism through the Dub-
lin Forum.

Twelve years ago
Fianna Fail and Fine
Gael would have us be-
lieve that EEC member-
ship would lead to Irish
unity., We know now that
other capitalist states
would only become in-
volved if they felt Britain
was falling down on the

job of preserving capital-
ism in Ireland.

In the same way the
U.S. intervened in Viet-
nam and Grenada when
lesser capitalist powers
were unable to maintain
imperialist rule in those
regions, so NATO is al-
ready looking on an-
xiously at the political in-
stability throughout the
32 Counties. Reagan's
upcoming Irish  tour

coupled with the Coali-

tion’s undermining of
Irish neutrality is alrea-
dy opening up that door.
It would not be surpris-
ing if NATO military air-
craft were the first to
inaugurate Knock Air-
port runway.

We were also told 12
yvears ago that EEC
membershin would

EEC Elections

foster prosperity among
the Irish people and
break our
dependence on British
markets. Instead joining
the EEC has led to
chaos. Industrial deve-
lopment has ground to
a halt and almost total
reliance on multination-
als has meant massive
unemployment, deskill-
ing of workers and de-
struction of indigenous
Irish industry.

Agriculture is also
in a mess and EEC mem-
bership is responsible. It
was supposed to bring a
bonanza. Instead it has
created financial ruin
among small farmers,
indebtedness and bank-
ruptcy. The crisis of the
milk super-levy indicates
that the major EEC
powers don't give a
damn about Ireland’s
national economic inte-
rests. They have no
qualms about shoving
more Irish workers onto
the dole and more small
fFarmere into hankruntev

economic

STATEMENT BY THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE
- OF PEOPLES DEMOCRACY

Only a national eco-
nomit plan based on the
actual needs of Irish
workers and small farm-
ers will get us out of this
mess. This means a
socialist transformation
of society. This is the
practical necessity
facing the Irish working
class today.

This is the kind of pre-
gramme which the anti-
imperialist —movement
has to formulate and
fight for in the EEC elec-
tions. As the major anti-
imperialist organisation,
Sinn Fein standing in all
constituencies in the 32
Counties has both an ex-
cellent opportunity and
major responsibility to
build all-Ireland workers
unity against the twin
evils of repression and
austerity. None of the
other parties offer any
reason why Irish workers
should put their trust in
them, This includes
those parties who are
socialist in words and
collaborators in action.
Therefore Sinn Fein

offers the only real alter-
‘native. In building sup-
port for their candidates
it will be important for
Sinn Fein to turn their
campaign outwards
along the lines of the H-
Block movement to gain
the attention of the mass
of organised workers. It
will be necessary to in-

volve the best activists in

the campaign.
Fundamentally it will
be vital to build .an all-
Ireland political fight-
back against partition
and all -its evils. In
particular fighting the
SDLP in the 6 Counties
means not only ousting
them as the chief repre-
sentatives of the nation-
alist people, it means
counterposing to the

sham Forum a concrete .

political alternative. This
means an all-Ireland
Constituent  Assembly.
This can provide the
means by which all the
workers, small farmers
and oppressed people of
Ireland can determine
their future and the fu-,
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All Ireland
Womens
Conference

April 1984 sees  the
first national women’s
conference to be held in
post-amendment Ire-
land. The Amendmeni
stands as a grim Indica-
tion of the capitalist
parties’ determination to
halt all progress on
women's rights. It is an
indication of the depth of
the crisis that the
capitalists find it neces-
sary to heave constitu-
tional blocks onto the
pathway of women’s
freedom. Moreover, as
the recession continues,
we can anticipate more
repressive  legislation
backed up by propagan-
da about women's pri-
mary role as wife and
mother.

What then is the nature
of the opposition which
this conference must
consider and how can

f‘w v

THE ‘NEW IRELAND’

FORUM

The establishment par-
ties trumpet the ‘New
Ireland Forum as promi-
sing a golden future
for a ‘reconciled’ Ire-
land. But when the
Catholic Church made
its submission to the
Forum there was not
even a hint of seeking
‘reconciliation’ with the
democratic rights of
Irish women.

In the comfortable tones
of well-fed mandarins
the delegation of
Bishops declared that
they were opposed to
divorce; opposed to free

contraception; opposed
to women's right to
choose: in short,
opposed to every

measure which would
liberalise the relations
between the sexes and
place us in the
twentieth century!

BOURGEOIS PARTIES
AND THE CHURCH
All of the bourgeois
political  parties in
All ot the bourgeois
political  parties in

Ircland today continue
to genuflect to the

church. The Coalition
boasts ‘{z2minists’
among its ranks, but
these supposed fem-
inist champions  of
progress for women
support the Govts. plan

for a wide range of
cut-backs - a policy
which can only have
disastrous effects for

women by way of raising
unemployment, reddct-

ion or elimination of
welfare benefits and
denial of adequate
health care.

Recently Barry Desmond
(Minister for Health)
proposed a wide-ranging

bill to liberalise the
provision of contra-
ception. However such

proposals are meaning-
less without challenging
Government  financial
policy, something
Desmond will not do.

Meanwhile, continuing
church- pressure, as
reflected in the forum
submission, will guar-
antee that young people
will continue to live
in a sexually repressive
climate "and that there
will _be many _more
Lovett.

Fianna Fail offers no
alternative to the back-
wardness of ‘the
Coalition. Its past
reforms were all purely
cosmetic.

WOMENS STRUGGLES
SO FAR:

Women havewiset up
campaigns to challenge
the Government on all
the major questions of
women’s rights. How-
ever, these struggles
have been carried on
independently of each
other, and also without
linking up with the
labour and anti-imper-
ialist movements. This
has meant, for example,
that women campaign-
ing in the unions on the

.Amendment remained

‘campaigning’ . consists
of proposing token
reforms, such as

includipg @ woman in the

Cabinet {7and - - making
mild-mannered, liberal
stateinents on issues
like divorce and cont-

raception. The miserable

and untiriely death of 15

year ‘old Ann Lovett
while giving birth alene
to a baby in a field
prompted Nuala Fen-
nell. /| Minister for
Women's Affairs, to the
statéments that there
was not cnough respect
for motherhood in
Ireland. No word
about the crushing
bigotry and hypocrisy
of the churches; ne-word
about the fundamental
lack of humanity which
this engenders.

women's

“*Yes means yes and no
means nol!’’ was the
chant that echoed on the
Falls Road when local
women marched against
rape on Thursday, Feb.
28. The campaign led by
the Falls Women's Cen-
tre, was sparked off by a
series of savage sex
attacks on women and
children in the area.

Press coverage and RUC
statements stressed the
dangers to local women
— Many attacks took
place in the early even-
ing — and advised
women to  keep  their
children in and not to
go out themselves. This
type of attitude angered
local women and the
Falls Women's Centre
called a public meeting
to discuss what women
could do.

One outcome of the
meeting was the ‘Re-
claim the Night' march
held on International
Women's Day, March 8.
Ultimately the only guar-
antee that women have
of their own safety is not
only to be organised
themselves, but to have
‘the ‘understanding and
backing of the local
community -to such an
extent that rapists and
sex offenders would be
driven out.
Only a strong united
movement
“cou - We
are still only starting to
build such a movement.

SUE JACKSON

isolated and could not
turn union paper support
into a mobilisation on
the streets. Sinn Fein
as a whole could not
agree the need to oppose
the Amendment al-
though a° powerful
women’s lobby at the
Ard Fheis argued that

‘it should do so.

MAIN STRATEGY -
UNITY OF ALL THOSE
FIGHTING BACK

No group'in Irish society
fighting back against
Government attacks can
win on its own, _ The
Goverhment is com-
mitted to a policy of cut-
backs, denial of rights
and repression against
workers, women. youth
and  anti‘imperialists.
The women's movement
must _ally itself with
these other social forces
by means of debate and
dialogue to announce
loudly and clearly what
women require, and by
means of umited front
campaigns to muster the
maximum numbers to
fight for specific issues.
Trade unionists and
republicans  will  not
automatically under-
stand ‘the Women's
Question’ and - its
imp: rtance in the fight-
back unless the women's
movement  vigorously
confronts them with it:

KATHLEEN CON NELL

Women Meet!

The second Annual Conference of the ICTU
ICTU Women’s Advisory Committee took place
on February 17th and 18th in DunLaoghaire, Co.
Dublin. It was attended by delegates from all over
the 32 Counties. Mary 0'Donnell of Limerick
Trades Council and Ann O’Brien of FWUI No 3
Branch [ublin] spoke to us about the weekend.

SR: This was the 2nd
conference of the ICTU
Womens Advisory Com-
mittee, what
does it have?

Mary: It is only advisory
of course, but an import-
tant forum for discus-
sion.. A lot of ‘moral’
pressure can be exerted
on the ICTU executive
though a decision mak-
ing conference would be
ideal.

SR: Do you see changes
since the last confe-
rence?

Ann: Well, more women
are less nervouse about
speaking and debating
the issues.. It's become
and event and more
women want to get
there. I think there was a
high demand for obser-
ver seats.

SR: What were the main
issues of this confe-
rence?

function

Mary: Oh! The agenda
was packed, but some
issues were obviously
the hot ones —like job or
work sharing. It's true
many women would wel-
come greater flexibility
and a shorter working
week. But lack of child
care facilities is driving
many women to split
jobs and lose the protec-
tion of labour laws.
This is a step back-
wards. We decided to
ask Congress executive
to recommend to consti-
tuent unions against
indivudal company
agreements and formu-
late an overall policy.

Ann: | spoke on privati-
sation and cut backs in
the public .ector. It's a

_big issue and is sneaking

up fast on us. Look at
Bord Telecom and the
implications for P & T.
It's an issue for me, as
an assistant play-leader
with the Corporation,

INTERVIEW
by
Ann Speed

We recently went on

strike for more staff —
though the corporation

would like to reduce or
eliminate us, to save
money.

SR: Besides these, what
else came up?

Ann: Delegates conti-
nuously referred to the
moral hypocrisy sur-
rounding Ann Lovett's
death at Granard. And
we condemned the Em-
ployment Appeals Tribu-
nal’s decision on the
unfair  dismissal of
Eileen Flynn. The teach-
er delegates were parti-
cularly angry.

MARY: Other issues
were the lack of family
planning facilities, new

“ technology and job los-

ses for women, educa-
tion, social welfare. sThe
threat of a nuclear war
and Irish neutrality were
alsvon the agenda.




Despite their continued
aggressive posture and

_even in spite of their

invasion of Grenada,
US imperialism has
suffered a number of
setbacks in Central
America since the begin-
ning of the year.

The first of these was the
closing of ranks by the
Faribundo Marti Nation-
al Liberation Front
(FMLN), the revolution-
ary front that is opposing
the US backed govern-
ment of President
Maguna. The FMLN
seems to have made pro-
gress towards repairing
the damage caused by
the killing of their
second in command,
Commandante Ana-
Maria, and announced
that they have deepened
the unity of the revolu-
tionary forces in late
December. So the US
and its allies are still
faced with an opposition
that has not been split.

Moreover the FMLN's
military capacity is un-
diminished. The New
Year saw a number of
spectacular defeats for
the US-trained Salva-

dorean army ‘including

the elite Allatad brigade.
For example, the bar-
racks of El Paraiso in
Chatelanango fell to the
rebel forces after just
two hours of combat.
The FMLN can move
freely in up to one third
of the country and holds
liberated territory in the
north of Marazun and
Chatelanango provinces.

in ihese arcas schools

facilities are run by the
local people and a
peoples militia has been
organised, which has

FMLN’s fighting capa-
city.

Against this background
the claims by the Salva-
dorean army that they
are winning the war ring
hollow. Colonel Adolfo
Blandon for example
has attempted to claim
that the rebel forces
have suffered ‘consider-
able casualties’ (Irish
Times, Feb 16), but
could produce no
figures. Reporters at the
scene of the operations
reported only evacua-
tions but few guerilla
casualties or arms cap-
tures, confirming rebel
Radio Faribundo Marti's
claim that the army’s
attacks had been no
more than *a run around
the hills’ for the troops.

The same Colonel Blan-
don, Salvadorean army
chief of state, was
unable to point to any
success for efforts to
clean up the image of the
Salvadorean army. To
date the main action
against the army officers
responsible for the kill-
ings of tens of thou-
sands in El Salvador
has been the transfer
of two officers to govei'n-
ment posts outside the
country. The failure to
clean up the army's
image is yet another US
policy failure. ~ There
is no way that the Salva-
dorean army can be
made to look respec-
table — it’s too steeped
in=blood for that. And
the death squads, widely
believed to operate out
of the army's HQ under

the command of far
right leader Major
Roberto D’Aubuisson,
have begun to operate
again.

It’s against this back-
ground of growing suc-
cesses and confidence
for the rebel forces that
recent US government
initiatives in Central
America should be seen.

The White House com-
missioned the Kissinger

Report to give a respect-

able bipartisan cover to
its dirty war. The Com-
mission numbered seve-
ral prominent liberal
democrats and US trade
union leader, Lane Kirk-
land as well as Kissinger
himself among its mem-
bers. The report pro-
duced by the Commis-
sion satisfied the White
House by producing a
tissue of lies about
the revolutionary forces
in El Salvador and the
Sandinista government
in Nicaragua.

In spite of the Report’s
lies about the opponents
of US imperialism in
Central America, the
tide of US public opinion
is running against the
war mongers. However
that doesn’t stop Reagan
and his allies. Soon after
the Kissinger Report,
US Secretary George
Shultz speaking about
Sandinista warnings
about a possible US
invasion of Nicaragua,
said 'If 1 were them,
I'd be worried too.’

This is not just talk. The
US has used the cover of

up of combat forces in
Honduras. Last year the
first exercises provided
cover for the arming of
the Nicaragua contras.
Then in August the
unprecedented seven-
month-long Big Pine II
manoeuvres involved
5,000 US

POPULAR SUPPORT

That the US hasn't so far
been able to convert this
military pressure into a
real invasion is due to
the fact that the Sandi-
nista-led government
continues to enjoy huge
popular support. The
Sandinistas have been
able to organise a large
popular militia and an
efficient defence force
while basing themselves
on the mass organisation
of the workers and
peasants. In spite of the
enormous cost of the war
the country has made
giant strides in the fields
of health and education,
being named in 1983 as a
model country by the
World Health Organisa-
tion and UNICEF.

US imperialism is not
the most aggressive
military power in the
world for nothing and
when the Big Pine
exercises have officially
ended, some 700-800
troops will be left in
Honduras. Significantly,
the US troops will be left
in a narrow strip border-
ing both El Salvador and
Nicaragua along the
Gulf of Fouseca. This
position would facilitate
their use either in an
invasion of Nicaragua

g *y 10
cloak an enormous build-

or in counter-insurgency
operations against the
FMLN in El Salvador.

ELECTION FRAUD

In the short-term though
the US will be trying to
use the elections in El
Salvador to legitimise its
policies in Central
America. An election
where voting is compul-
sory and where the
revolutionary opposition

- is banned is hardly legi-

timate however, espe-
cially when the revolu-
tionaries are willing to
participate provided only

Guerrilias of Farabundo Marti National Liberation Font Inlng in El Salvador's Morazan province.,

that the elections are
organised by a provi-
sional government with
FMLN representatives.

In the longer term a
direct US military inter-
vention cannot be rulled
out. The US have alrea-
dy crushethaane revolu-
tion in Grageda by
such means and will be
tempted to try agaig.
Reagan must- not be
allowed to get away with
it. Anti-imperialists in
Ireland must  do all
in their power to defend
the Central American
revolution.

All the warnings over
the last 15 years about
the lessons ‘of counter-
insurgency learned. in
Ireland being used in
Britain have shown to be
true. The British miners
have been under an
enormous assault from
the British state for
daring to fight for their
jobs. Snatch squads,
road blocks, political
interrogations and mas-
sive police operations
are all tactics perfected
here which are now
being used against the
miners. In the following
article John Ross in the
British socialist paper
‘Socialist Action’ looks
at the background to the
struggle,

The Tory press this week
ranted_ on against the
‘extremism’ of the min-
ers. The Thatcher
government was sup-
posedly ordering in
thousands of police to
defend the right of ordi-
nary workers to go into
the pits.

These statements are
hypocritical lies even by
the standard habitually
set by Thatcher. The
Conservative Party plan-
ned its confrontation

with ¥he NUM in detail
more than five years
ago.

Tory thinking was drawn
together in a report
authored by Conserva-
tive MP Nicholas Ridley.
The Ridley report réecom-
mended that each na-
tionalised industry
should be instructed to
achieve a ‘totally inflex-
ible - rate of return
on capital. Directors
of nationalised indus-
tries would be instructed
to achieve this target
even if this, ‘might mean
that men would be laid
off, or uneconomic
plants would be closed
down, or whole busi-
nesses sold off or liqui-
dated.’

Nationalised industries
were then divided into
different groups accord-
ing to how easily the
Ridley report believed it
would be to take on and
defeat a strike., '

‘Sewerage and water
workers, electricity, and
gas were defined as
areas of maximum diffi-
culty for the govern-
ment. To give the
government tactical
flexibility it was explicit-

The Presidential- elec-

tions held on March 25th
.in El Salvador are char-
acterised by chaos and
fraudulent practices by
the right wing parties.
On top of this the revolu-
tionary opposition was
banned and people were
forced to vote under
threat of death.

Christian Democrat
Napoleon Duarte gained
46 per cent of votes cast,
* whilst Roberto D’Aubis-
son of the Fascist
ARENA party gained
27.8 per cent and Fran-

cisco Guerrero of the
Conservative Party of
National Reconciliation
obtained 18.5 per cent.

None of these pa.rﬁes .

achieved an overall
majority and D’'Aubus-
sion will have to fight a
run-off with Duarte.
Most observers back up
the left’s claim that the
whole affair was totally
undemocratic and was
just being used by the
US administration as
a pretext to argue that
democracy is operating
in El Salvador.

ly stated that where
industries, - ‘have 'the:
national interest by the:
jugular vein the only
feasible option is to pay
up.’

The government should-
provoke Confrontations
early in its term of office
with groups of workers
in. sectors where the
employérs had a particu-

larly strong position.
PROVOKED
Confrontation with

stronger groups of work-
ers should be postponed
until later in the govern-
ment's term of office.

The final confrontation
which would be provok-
ed would be the mining
industry. This struggle
should be carefully pre-
pared by building up
maximum coal stocks in
the power stations, by
making emergency plans
for importing coal, and
by encouraging the _re-
cruitment of ‘good non-
union  drivers” who
would be paid to cross
picket lines under police
protection.’

Above all the police
should be carefully pre-
pared for large scale

strike breaking. Large
mobile squads of police,
centrally. organised and
with communications
equipment to back them -
up, should be organised
picket

for smashing
lineg==irs

Now the real target has
come in the Tory sights:
The Yorkshire NUM:
the- group of workefs
that organised the deféat
of Heath in 1972 and

1974.

Those clashes on the
picket line have no-
thing to do with ‘miners’
violence'. It is the NUM
fighting against the most
vicious and coordinated
assault on the trade
union movement since
1926. If the Tory govern-
ment defeats the NUM it
will turn on any. group
of workers which dares
to fight for its jobs, its
wages or its conditions

of work.

troops in .
thinly disguised practice
invasions of Nicaragua’s.
Atlantic coast. . .




POBLACHT SHOISIALACH

REAGAN'STOUR

ON June 4th, the US
President arrives in
Dublin. No doubt there
will be a lot of ballyhoo!
Some readers will reme-
mber

Some readers will re-
member the Kennedy
visit and craven euphor-
ia which descended on
the Irish population.
Hard times and econo-
mic recessions can make
anything out of the ordi-
nary — like a US Presi-
dent's visit and the
pomp and ceremony that
goes with it — seem like
light relief!

US WAR DRIVE

But Reagan'’s visit repre-
sents more than light
relief. He sums up the
aspirations of capitalists
everywhere, a figure
head of world imperial-
ism. And he is intent on
deepening the cold war
atmosphere we have
become familiar with.
Aggressive and confi-
dent enough to smash
the revolution in Gre-
nada, determined
enough to undermine it
in Nicaragua and pre-
vent it in the Middle
East, Reagan is even
bad enough to risk
nuclear war — exter-
mination to stop the
advance of socialism.

Widespread opposition
to Reagan's visit has
already been expressed
by the anti-imperialist
and socialist organisa-
tions, CND and the
Central American Soli-
darity groups. This
should be brought toge-
ther in a broad united
movement to ensure a
proper welcome for the
US president. Anti-
Reagan mobilising com-
mittees should be set up
in all the major cities and
towns.

Already some good pro-
posals have been made
such as that to have a
peace camp in Bally-
porecn. The Cork Ford
workers, recently depri-
ved of their jobs by the
giant US corporation,

have expressed a will-
- ingness to be involved
in protesting the visit.

IRISH NEUTRALITY

All agree that Reagan’s
visit will involve an
attempt to win Irish
votes in the US Presi-
dential elections and
win support for US
military interventions in
Central America and the
Middle East from the
British and Irish govern-
ments. Reagan will also
push FitzGerald on Irish
neutrality and the need
for Ireland to join NATO
in support of the nuclear
missiles race,

There is of course,
another side to Reagan's

visit — and that is the
growing convergencee
between US and British
Fory policy on Northern
Ireland. Or. the agree-
ment between Thatcher
and Reagan on defeating
‘terrorism” and the IRA.
America fears another.
Cuba, as does Britain!
I'he US has already
announced through
Price, its US ambassador
10 London. a new clamp-
down on US fundraising
fur the Northern strug-

sle,  Ami-imperialists.,
socialists  and . repubh-
cans should also draw

these implications into
the campaign.

DEFEND
DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

Finally-, the threatcned
clampdown during the
tour on ‘subversives’
should be loudly chal-
lenged by the campaign
as a direct attack on
democratic  rights  and
the right 1o protest.
Where is FitzGerald's
lberalism now???

JOHN MEEHAN and
JESSIE McDONALD

US CONDONED
DEATH SQUADS

Former US Ambassador
to El Salvador, Robert
White, has testified to a
White House subcom-
mittee that US officials
have condoned, if not
encouraged, death
squad activity for years
and protected wealthy
Salvadorean exiles living
in Miami, who finance
the terrorist operations.

According to White, six
wealthy  Salvadoreans
‘hatch plots in Miami
and communicate inst-
ructions to their agents
in El Salvador identified
by White as Major
d’Aubuisson of the right

wing ARENA party.
White also testitied that

the US embassy in San
Salvador gave evidence
to the US State Depart-
ment that D’Aubisson
had personally organis-
ed the 1980 assassina-
tion of Archbishop Oscar
Romero. Washington
did nothing with this
information, White said.
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COMMUNITY
CONTROL AND
POLITICAL ACTION
NEEDED:

If one was to believe
the recent reports in
various newspapers in
Dublin on Community
Against Drugs, vigi-
lantes areon the rise, .

Of course, any action by
the community indepen-
dent of Leinster House
politicians or gardai will
be seen as a threat to
their political power over
the community.

SELF-ORGANIZATION

There is no doubt that
the self organisation of

local communities hasf

local communities has
rattled ; the TDs and
gardai — they ‘would
prefer that people in
Crumlin, Ballymun and
Teresa's Garderns stay-

ed off the streets. All the
evidence points to an
abysmal failure ‘to pro-
tect communities against
long-time drug pushers,
and a complete neglect
of the young people suf-

_fering from drugs.

The politicians are hypo-
critical in their concern
about drug abuse, while
doing nothing about
unemployment. These
communities are to be
encouraged in their
efforts at self defence.
While the state refuses
to provide jobs or funds
for drop-in centres, the

frustration and anger
will grow.
POLITICAL SOLUTION

The next phase of the
campaign must raise the
need for a political
solution. Demands for
more police and longer
prison sentences are a
diversion. Such repres-
sion” would be directed

mainly against the un-.
fortunate victims of the
drug pushers and not
against the organised

big tinie  criminals.
Equally dangerous for
the campaign would be a
response in kind to the
provocative violence of
the pushers. This would
only obscure the respon-
sibility of the politicians
and take the spot light
off their abject failure
to really help the com-
munities scourged by
the pushers.

The campaign should
move in the opposite
direction. Expulsions of
pushers from communi-
ties are best linked to
demands on the govern-
ment to provide jobs inm"
surrounding  localities
and develop community
facilities for drug afflict-
ed youth.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE PEOPLES DEMOCRACY
AND FIGHTING FOR A SOCIALIST 32 COUNTY REPUBLIC, FILL
IN THE FORM BELOW AND SEND IT TO:

HORIZON BOOKS
6,Avoca Park, Belfast

NAME: ..



