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There is no doubt that the last
two years of the H Block/Armagh
struggle have opened up a whole
new phase of the struggle for
national iberation. The tremen-
dous determination of the
prisoners and the gains for the

Campaugn have pushed back
the Brits’ criminalisation paoliey.

The undemocratlc nature of the
Morthern stafe has once again been
illustraned to the world. The ani-
imperiakist movement, throwgh
united action and mass work, has
gatitied ;_.:r-lu'l-j_

Buil il would be wrong 1o say we
have deleaied the Brity' oltensive
The five demands were nol waon

We rermuin weak in relation 1o the
bourgeois pi|rli¢5_ 1]¢5pi|:: the denls
we mricle ini thedr F-lllil'u::ll ArFTIoiag,
:'.'_-.?ﬁ;l,;l.l_ll_.' through election viclories,
the SIYLP, Franna Fail and the
Coalition ore becnming ncreasingly
invidved in Britain's plans tor the |
Morth — and petting away with it

BLUESHIRT ‘CRUSADE"

Wa have upped the stakes in the
fight T Ielgls freedom. But our
enemias, British impariatism and
the gombesn ‘nulionalist® pariees
are calling the shots, Fitegarald's
Crusade aroind the Constliiutiong
iz the flrat step. What is at afake
here is the whobs issue of pertition
and Irish unity.

Fitzgerald i soon o meel Tharche,
He joing the Enionists in “waiting'
al Britain's table, And what is on
offer 1s:

® an Angldy/Inish Council (read
possitle re-integration with Britain)
= a new Morthern Irsland Azsembly
{rnore aniongd rule)

BRITTSH OFFENSIVE

We should be clear abont whai is
happeung nuw. Thest Talks e
seni g poditical offensive by Britsin
in alliznce with the gombeen
natlonaliste. [t is an attempt to

Paper of PEOPLES DEMOCRALY
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EMBASSY 20, BELFAST 34

thraugh the coming elactions

Uity around a broad anti-lmperiabist
Mirth and Soath.

progranme in defence of Trish wnity
and against partition shoald ha a
sl priovity, This woald enable
ws o take our opponenis head-on
and prepare o challenge themn

i thedi fight for political power

OROP
the GHARGES!

See page 6 for details

rascue the SDLP and strenpthen the
hands of the Coalitlon and to claw
hack the gains made by the campaign.
Il is abows all, an allernpl L carve
ot @ political rele for these forces
and po push the anti-imperialisc

Ihe anli-imperialist mosanant can
take blg steps forward — it &8
willing and pregared o fake the
OppoTiInitkes opening up.

rrversent back into political
defeat

Wiz miust reject any settleqments based
on Partition by the Coaliticn ar any
returned Fianna Fail gowarniment.

It will be our lck of direction that
will increase the ground for political
mandewyre by thess forces. The
currenl bombing campaign in Lomdaon
iz o coge imopoint, 1 will anly squamder
ot gaing and confus and demnoralise
the southern workers sho gave go mach
suppont Do the hunger strikers,

There are sieps we can take inunedi-
ately to stand our ground: there are
plans we can make for the cdming
manths.

AGAINST PARTITION

Farstly we cin delend oor legitimacy
and our political credibility by
detending our campadgn and our
mititunts. The cases of the Belfs
34 aned the Embassy 20 should he

a rallying poomt for all anli
enporialista.
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Kemmy Against Democracy
W Kemeny, 16 for the  people of
ihe comstitnency to decide — ian't

thid whal eleclions are all about?

There's nothing like killing two
hirds with one stone, or so Jim
Kemmy would hese us belisve,
For on one historic day, Lhal
much exposed (by the media)
“defender of the working
people ' voted for increasing
unemployment and against
democmey.

When the Dail divdded for the vate
o imoving the wril for the Cavany
Monaphun by-eles lien, Kewany
vored uguinst, His reason? Those
who voted tor Kizran Doher Ly were
ahitantionist — why should they
hwup o renreasmiative o That

M wotes For the people and no
jobs either, Win else coald be
concluded when Kemmy also woted
i close the Tuam factory — on
the spurious and obscure groumncds
ot “tinding alternaiive employmen
for the area™.

Bur of course, Mr Kemmy dossn’
beliewe in the people making their
oW decigions — otherwise he
would have asked The Tuam Suga
wotkers how they Teal aboil loslag
their joba? (see artcle on Tuam
Workere Fiohilaelk pmaoe 1y

Fightback Agamst Employers

A wape norm of 6.5% has been
proposed Lo workers in the 26
Counties by the Coalition
Covernment’s conmmitbes on
“eosts and competitiveness”,
The employers are continuing
lo demand a total wage freeze
and already prices have rizen
by 2%, Clesrly the hattle is
an to push-ddwn workers’
standards of living in an attempt
to deal with an economic crisis
not of their making.

It iz the scenarko facing trade
unionits & the ICTU sit around

tlsz conference tabls ta discuss a

i discuss the collapse of

the “National undemstanding’. In
TUTF Sy WS OVET “EeTieros
workers repeived 15% in wape rigeq
ceer 1% ro Lhs whille dn the @me
perissl inflation pushed prices up by
265, Real earning power had
declined by | 1%, The non-pay
agpects of that apresment {on
coaplowment, malarnily leave,
working liours, taxabion, social
wilfare, health, edocation, elo}h were
dropped hefore the mk had dried on
the trade union sigonfures of the
agreement.

In the face of the currend ecommic
recosaion, we have been told see mos
all pell togecher for the mdional
interest. Mearwhile the “national®
inferest is being decided by the
Coulition cabine , Their econoemic
perapective has bac major thrusts,

P e §

down public sector wapes (thos giving
‘coample” 1o the privete sector wapes
employers) and by preventing the
argation of new cmployment in the
pulbilic sector (e Gardai have of
coirse been an exception to this rwle).

This will seriously inerease unem-
plovment gince workers who retire
ar leave siate amployment will not
ke Teplaced, Alsn indusiry which
depends on peblic spending for a 101
of 18 income. will sctwally sack
workare, For gxample the refusal of
petmiszion to build new schoolz anid
hoapital wings noe only adversaly
affects education and haalth ba
threatens the jobs of workers in the
construction indusery.

24 To cut workers bving stand ords

in order to improve [reland’s 'compe-
titiveness”, This it on ensubtle way of
saying Usb unemployment [ cawsed
by workers winning wage cladms thus
:'1:-r~;:i11_|: mp]ll'_-'r: e il of business,
e crizis in Irish indusiry's compeli-
tiveness ahrmnd has nodliing to do with
wikge rates, Germany, Swecan omd
Eritnin all hive higher standurdsof
living thaon Irsland. The Irish crisis

i% oae -Lr|_|1|-;]nr|_'._|]'.-i|.;||i'\,.'|li|11'- ol ine
tfstry, o direct resull o Briligh amper-
inlisi contral of the Trish ecomny,
The Trish bourgeosie lacked the inde-
pendence to build irs own eapital
infrastrucouce. Insread thay specu-
Tided !_|1'|_pr|_||;]|_||:.|i_1.'|:3_‘l,-' omn the London
stuck exchange or they invitad 1n
foreign mulitinationals whoss sole
interear was o boost thedr profiss

bw high grant aid and low labour

Leish waorkers in the 26 counties ame
being aaked o accopi reaponsibiity
for this ceenomic recession and as
'‘penance” to accept hisher unem-
plovment and [ower living standards

Mo that it hag become evident
that the FUE intends 1o pesist real
wiags Increases regpongibiity talls
lezavily an the shoulders of the
trade union leaders to defend
workars interess.

The ICTT shioald 20t about organd-
sintg o real plan of campaizn to meet
the affecis of the recassion —a
progrzmine of induscrial and nde-
pendent politicl action to sacure a
raalistic wags Increase that uecludes
al inflation index clause,

The ICTT origially sel oul to
nagotiate a 30% wage increass. They
mst now be fored o stick do the
target, They musl b corppelled o
give i hacking toany unlon o
group of workers who launch a feehit
againsi the emplorera and the
resEkiion,

IN THIS ISSUE

LESS0ONS OF THE
HUNGER STRIKE

CPl LINE ON
H BLOCK/ARMAGH

WOMEN IN THE
SIX COUNTIES
REAGUN'S
MISSILE MADNESS
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TUAM: Support The Workers
Struggle For Jobs

“In no way is sugar beet an
sconomic proposition if we look
o i from a purely accountancy
pnt of view . . . We are Eﬂjng
o provide employment.,”

{5ean Lemass; Dail, 1933)

“There were other considera-
tons that would compensate
for sny monetary loss in the

Fudu:ﬂun of the Sugar Beet
m-"

{Paddy Belton, FG, claiming credit
for s Torerunners as the pirty who
mircduced beel production)

“We come to open factories,
mol to close Eactories.™
IFG election pronitse by Tuam)

A fact-finding delegation from

k's radical paper the
Bottom , Fecently visited
Tusm and the town’s s plant
which is earmarked for closure
pext year. JOE HARRINCGTON,
a member of the delegation sent
the following report to Socialist
Republic.

¥ palsticians * promiscs could be
Sslors af (sce valoe then these
sty would make Tuam

S factory ooe of the most
e smployments in Ireland. In-
el Tuam depends for its survival
o e Workers Action Committee
= wp by the Sugar Flan! employees
i cooedingte the efforis being made
e wres the gobs,

T struggle of the workers to pre-
wemd B closure of their plant can
oy b described as desperate
demie & lol of talk shout providiag
enstive anployment in the town,
= gpoke 1o Vincent Gaffeny,

S mcsetery . and Josmy O hbeada

of 1ive Wariiers Acon

ey mde it clesr that
the workern placed no value on the
sssdertakings being green 1o provide
o emdutry

Moo Cafipey told su, “There
_ﬁl:l unmmpioynd & Tusm alvesdy

Touwil Harg us
BoT TUT 0uT,

e

ABOVE; Joe Sheddock and Jim Kemmy . on their way to Leinster House

loe hins

been condemned by the workers for blaming their jiob loss on the larmers. Jim
has voted to clode thie gupar faciory and support unempln:rr mient,

whi would be glad o avail af amy
alternative jobs. In fact, in the Tuam
arest Lhere are 2,200 jobless whils

Il adbvance {aciories hnve stood idle
in Tural Galwoy For the past fwe
yeirs,”

VIABILITY

Amongsl torwnspeopls we also found
& healthy suspicion of mulii-nationals.
One person made the comment, ““We
could et our sugar plant go for an
LA multi-national prowidmg & conple
of hundred jobs onby to2ee It skip

the country on the flest midnight
MEght oat of Knock,™

The decision 1o close the Tuam plant
Caine & & sirpiise bo ifs workfonce,
the only consideration when setting
ap ihe [oam factory and given the
-.‘H‘jhr_':l-.lr:n..'r ol the whok communiy
o the plamt it memed f3z-f2iched 0
nﬂl-.l’ that any gecermment woald

Cstromghy o thedn

Fw: it the ..I:u:-p On top of this, Suga
ompany amplovess weare rwuemnrﬂl
on the Board by four worker-directors
alecied by the workors from thelr own
ranks.

Whea Miclzel Ol eary iniroduged
"Workers Purticipation” into state-
sponzored bodies during the last
Coalition governmen! many
heralded I oas a hig siep Forward for
wirkere, Wet, as far 25 the Tuam
workers ane conceriad the worker-
direcbor experiment follat (6 Girsl
lwrdle, Bound wp by rules, segulationg
and cimpany secrecy, the workes-
direciors failed to lert those they
were fupposad Lo represent to the
impending closare announcement.
The Toam wodkers have protesied

over this, polntng out that had

they known of the chasre plans
they would hive been able to lobby
enough support on the Board 1o pre-
vent the chosire decision being takin.

Il Workers Action Commit tee told
ag that they will Fighit fo the hilles
enid fo keep the factory open. They
arg drawing up plans aimed at in-
creaging the heet acreage In the area,
while, ar the suane tme, ol conceding
that their plant has tohe econon-
cally viahle tojustile ils conLineed
sxistence, They have heen Tar fron
plensed with the hearng given (o
their cass by the government, They
described 1o ue their exparience b
the “corridors of power'™ Tn unfa-
milsr and mtimidading sorrou ndings
they FM forward their point of view
1o a Taotsesch and Ministers who
hadt'l the mannerg 1o even listen
palitely, wiho seemed o think i
bencath them ta respond o the
points mizad and who were inteni
only on outlining their own solution
— clomre within a vear,

This decision, the workers fesl, will
it across their efforts to increase
the beet acreage in the west as
farmers will be rebuctant to become
imvodved in eomething wiich could

| be wrapped up i 12 montlis time,
¢ At the time of our presence the Tusm

workors wers awalting the sateome
af 8 Fianna Fail motion in the Dail.
The maotio called on the govesrent

2 "o txke every siep necessary o
¢ imintain sugar bear production | .

m Twarm.'

In the kome run, evan if the motion
had passed, Tuam jobs would sl
not be sals, Bodh the Coalimen ana
Fianna Fuil bass therneelves on a
private enterprise sysiern thal puls
proficz hefore people, Deapite all che
erewcodile tears shed by Fianna Fail
il is ohyvitnas thet MacShkarny, the
Apricolizre Minisler in (he Fianng
Fail gowarnment, koew that the clo-
gure wos in the pipeline. Comgany
rzeords show thia.

In the last analyeis the fare of

Tuam rests with the Trade wnlan
movement and the forces it can
mohilise in support Sf the workers'
plan. On one level, the fight o save
Tuam can become 8 focus for a trade
WM CAMpAEEN against onenploymeni

memmmnhﬂ

froum one of helpbess bysranders o
sctive ppponents of this " profis
hefore people™ policy.

Ui another lewol, the mooating

probleams of the Slaie’s “miusl sue-
cessful eplerprize™ highlights for the
umion mavemend, the obstacles lving
in the path of industGelisation in
Lreland. Clearly, Commolly’s cloim
thar, under capitaliso, Irizh indus:-
rialization depends on us beeoming
“the Blackleps of Ewrope™ still holds
true. It iz equally clear thar Irish
workers are not willing to accajr

this blackleg tag nor are they happy
o reniain victima of a - backward
goonomy. The anly way our of this
vicious cirels is for the trade wnion
rnoyeanednt to bogin drawing up its
o gcodnke plan - one based on
ils rern bars® needs = and fghr Mo o
using troops steeled e the barile 1o
save existing joba. Such a plan would
hawe to take into account the mger-
ialist domination of Ireland - a domi-
nafion acquiceced in by Drizh capitalizm
and the migor obstacle to industria-
ization.

OFPPORTUNITY

T he workers of Tuam are fully

pware of the significance the
attempted closure of their plant holds
far other workers. They were 2t
F;l.irm a1 [l-::-einl ol 1o us that it the
Eoweriment, amy governmant, gol
away with pulling the plug o a

kg exlablished coterprise like Tuam
then this would open the way for
even fursher peneral austerity
measurcs affecting jobs and wapss.
The Tiade Union Movement nust,

ir s turn, grasp the sipnificance

and csrporbanity of Tuam.

The Tuarn cases raises many questions
—warkera’ control versus workars'
participation, the relationship
betwean small Farmers and warkirs,
the rode of nanial resonices in the
gaecst for joha, land and private
propacty. And the bnparialist domi-
nation of the Irish coxnom,

These are questions which will
be dealt in a pamphlet
about Tuam being planned by
8 number of Limerick Trades
U ninnists grouped around the
Bottom Dog paper. We would
like to take this opportunity

to ask readers of

]IIEﬂ-n‘:LH.lH'm O Ny LlJI'ItIl ||:m =

to make on the subject to send
them to 109 ('Malley Park,
Southill, Limerick, for our
consideration.

The Hidden Face of the Fine Gael Tax Plan

The Coalition won office with
B carrof of tax reflorm. Now
et Garrett's crew has been in

power three months, people are
Seginning to realise that behind
the carrot has been the dreaded

beg stick.

Fime Casel presented the tax reform
:.;-tpc & @ prOgressive move 1o

the lower paid. In an RTE intes-
wew Fitrgerald summed it up as
Ballows: “We are transferring from
o fax gystem to another, one
which takes relatively more from Lthe
Setter off people with high ncomes
e gives more money and leaves
muoe purchasing powsr o the less
wedl-all,"

SAME STRATEGY —
TWO VERSIONS

B fakes 2 1og of hand neck 1o claim
Bt ndirgct taxation on eaesstial
somsumer poody is more 'progresgive’
B tax on Income, 15 s ondversally
sccepied by pconomists that the
sppodite ic true. Indirect taxalion
takes a higher ahare of wodkers”
ipenading power hecaise it is congens
tnmtedd on esential connumear poods
which workers spend a higher share
of thelr ineome on. At the aame time
that Fitzgerald was Iving through

fuls teeth on RTE, Jali Bruton was
deiting the car owt of the hag in an
“Irish Tirnea" intervlew, Asked if “in-
direct laxation wattld oot it the
bower income groups™, Bruton
frankly admitred “1 winld uccept
e argmment that there is this dis-
mlvantage (0 Indirec it nmn, that
il temds to b regressive.

HOW IT WILL WORK
The real II:.- -:,.lnb-:.smnmﬂ" g

il a L R T S

Eilean Deamond of Labour — particlpating i the Fine Gasl con trick

i 25% will cost ol least £500m.

That sam is about hall of what is
currenily collected through indirece
taxes, This means that the price of
food, clothes, school books, entartaine
ment elo will rise dramaﬂ:a.lh-' i
mcorie Lax is replaced by indinect
tax. O the other hand the lower paid
whi o geet pay any ingome Lax or
who are only on the 23% rate will
receive 08 concesions to help them
szt the new price Tises,

Warlous econornists hawe estimated
that Fine Goel’s tax package will
add 8% 1o the gost of living, That &
the saree a5 a0 B% ax on overy penny
a warker spends withoot any Lax
free allowances to cushion |t, Whai
a worker will bose chrough this.is
clearly considesably rmore then he or
she will gmin by a [09% Income Grx
reduction, which by the way, oaly
applies Lo that part of the wage
packet ot speol on dependents,
mortpasss, e,

plans which hag not seceived os much
public attention as the problemn of
indirect taxaticn, This concerns the

elfect of the x sydem oo unemploy-

.

Uneenpleyrmiant has rraditionally

biven viewed by employess and govern-

ments as o weapon for forcing down
waped. T|1|l.||_||_.|;]'|_|_'|u|: Furoge the use
of uneotpleyment in the fight to
ke workars pay for capitaliam’s
arisis has made o dramatic comeback.
Benployars and pediticions in Ireland
are oned the same irick,

I the Irish comtext, unemplhoyment
is & blwit weapon, The ares where i
Teas the st effect is in skifled and
seril-shilied smplovment, Bud the
social walfars sysiam, with par-
related henetits, cushions workers
preciiely in thess areas, Unemployed
workoars can afford to hold ol wotd
they can gel o suitable job with a
reasonable wage, Wages and condi-

FO% strategy s desigresd Lo
change thiz. The original Yhaeprind
For this stratege was drawn wp in 1973
b Brendan Binyling, who is
Fitrgerald®s chisf cconomic advisor,
Thee basic plan was that the existing
tax sy stem would be abolished and
repluced by o uniform 35% ax on all
girtied income without any allow-
ances, dedusiions or other coneessions,
Anyome over 18 years and eligible for
work fermploved or noth would gor 3
El 3'a week piyment. Parenta woiild
recelve £3.75 weskly for ench child
undar 18 while thiose oulside the
lnbour foree (lsoesewives and sl
empkrced) would secelve £100Hp

1 wapk,

The {des behind this plan is to pul

all unernplosed workars, edlled o
mmekcilled, o an unlivable incoms,

An unemployed worker who presenthr
peda L350 a week theowgh 3 combina-

tien of vnemployed benefil, redugdaney

pay and tax rebates, would 2el a grand
san af L3,

I the case of & marcied coupka, they
wauld et a toral of £23.70. Even with

five children the full family Income woul

veuild still only be £42_25 [n short, afl
the pramuaicous *hand outs® are mesaly a

wily 0f chopping down security benefils.

It iz pow eaey ro el where FG's £9.60
a week for married famen fis dioo
thiz scheme. “It's not so muoch the
mamey."” aays Sean OLeary, FG'
ditector of clectiong, “it & vecogaition
ot the place of thiz large group of
women who wp to now have Tehi
themselvas {gnored.” In reality it is
no mech thing. Tt is part of a vigioos
olan to crush the unenployed and
“urn thain nto cheap kboor which
ZAn compele wilh the efrnp'lu'_-.'»:-cl el
reduee their wagas,

One can only expect 2 grand from a

ir. But what sboot the thres
sucinfist’ musketesis? Surely, il they
have sy concern for workers'
interesls they should be Fipliting
toothand nail againa Fitzperald®s
tax plans.

Instead we hear thar they are going
to mppord the Coalition govemmen
because of, as Joo 5]1.4]::1:1: {5FWT
puts it, Fitzgerald’s "geouine concern
Tor lax reform™, Their behaviour, (n
fuct, iz more reminiscent of the three
|:l|"r-|| mice.

They are suppossd to be keepd
Fitecgerald on the straight a
nairow path of social reform by
thl‘EﬂE-l‘ him with a general

o01, The simple truth is,
hu-we'l.rer that Fltﬂﬂ'tl‘llld is

ing tham in a COnSErylnm

tincket by threatening

THEM with a general election-

EREKDAN KELLY

The JOE McDONNELL

(MEMORIAL LIBRARY in West

Belfast has appealed for donations
of new and second hand Irish
bools (in English and Irish),
The library is a cooperative
initiative aimed at making a
broad selection of Frish books
available Lo young readers in
Wizl Belfast. Readers of
Socialist Republic who can
contribute books may send
them /o The Connolly Book-
shop, Avoca Park, Andersons-
town, Bellust and we will he
pleased Lo pass them along.
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The people of the Ardoyne have turned
their anger toward Unionisl poditic—
fans, Protestant mindsters and the media
who have described the killings as “Til
for Tel® — & sick attempt to pass the
onus Tor these murders on 1o their
actuml wictims

Stop the UDA

=

 ASSASSINS NOw

i F F 4 é,ﬂ_
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By . W
ABDVE: Arms haal from UDA HAQ
RIGHT: Cowssclior Lamy Kenmedy

By CHARLIE CONRON

In & vear which has seen literally hundreds of sectarian attacks (many
ending in death and mutilation on the Nationalist people of the

Six Counties by UDA murder gangs this month has seen a vicious es-
calation. Councillor Larry Kennedy was gunned down as he was
leaving the Shamrock social club in the Ardoyne on the night of

Oetober the 5th, 1981.

Larry was well known for his fearless
smipport of the H Block and Ammagh
priscners and their fght for Politicsl
Siatps. In fact Larry #nd his com-
raules were the target of a Loyalisi
attack only weeks before his murdar
as he took part in a Seven Day Token
Fast in support of the hunger strikers.
He was also well known for his con-
sistent eflorls to énrich the life ot the
cormmunity in general.

This murder was guickly followed by
anather, that of Bobby Ewing whe
wiais ganieed down as he sat walching
the funeral of Larry Kennedy on tele-
wision with his wife amd children oa the
evening of Dctobar the 12k

BRUTAL MURDER
And then by what can only de described

as the moat viclous in the recent spale
of Lovalist killings, pensioner Mary

McKay was murderad as she Loy in

her bed hen=ath  the blankets, The
muirder gang, having gained access o
the house by forcing an eniry, ruzhed
up the stairs and buest in on thelr vie-
tom |=aving ke lttle chance of escape,
a tactic fregqoenthy osed by the Loyakist
pANg.

Thes thjee nrerders are caly the most
recant i what i clearly & well orchas-
trated murder campalgn intented to
terrify the Catholic population.
Although such attacks have takan plice
all ower the Six Counties one ol the
areas hardest hit is the Ardoyne in Bel-

this Matiomalist enclave. Atiacks in
Derpark Boad, Alliance Avenue, Ber-
wick Boad, Flax Street, Wheatficld and
Mounizinview hawe left 2ix dead and
many injured this year,

Artacks ve 1aken place all round

A survivor of & previoars atiack tobd us:

“| believe this is an attempt o make
these morders m wane way legitimaie

- ond equate them with the exscution

af sensbers of the British security
forces. I these Losyalist ssssaming were
killirg [RA volunieers one could wn-
derstand the “wit for tai” claim, but this

- is clearly not the case sad they should

be seen fof what they sre: pari and
parcel of a delibersie anti-Catholic

wpogrom b this anes.

A wornan from the Ardoyne area whao
el bpat her hasdsand in o sectarian att-
ack pointed out that North Bekfast had
horne the brant of the Loyalist axmss-
ination campaign from 1969 10 the
present day. Hundredyof ordinary
Catholles had been mundered, some in
it minst harrific maner.

“What amaces me” she said = & the ail-

ltude adopted by our own politicism
and clergy o the Killings. You winald
think thotl our fate in ffe was o be
fateed for the kil and that we should
expact our It ond not sy & word
ahoat it

“There i1 a viclous and anti-catholic
murder campalzn under way in the
Arduyne ares and it i sboul fme ihe
clargy and politicians came oul and
suid 0, no matter who it offends ™

SILENT TOO LONG

It waz reported in the kst e of S30C-

IALIST BEEFURLIC that am orgamnisi-
pom eiilled Silent Too Long hed been
formed, Tt is composed of relatives of
the viclitns of Lovalist sttacks.

ke aims of the orpanisation are @@
campaign for the banning of the LA
an orgaidsation whoae lesders hav
been caaght with pans in their po s-
egion and allowed to walk away scof
free. This fact also highliphts the sect-
arigm natuie of the RUC and judicial
systermn in the Six Coonties.

Such groups as Sient Toa Long arz an
efliective wiy of combating Loyalisd
terronsm by g the saciarien
nature of the state and itz “security
forces™, This is helping to build 5 cam-
paipn for anti-uniomist sell defence and
the proscription of the UDA.

The news that Jim Kemmy was
forming his own party, the
Democratic Socialist Party,
COMES a5 No SUTprise. ’[fhe fnrees
that will join him in this new
venture are the Socialist Party
and members of the British &
Irizh Communist Organisation,
his old buddies from the pro-
Britizh ‘Socialists Against
Nationalism® group.

Besides their anti-Republicanism,
these people also have the distinetion
of being lowal lollowers of Joe Slalin.
The “Socialist Party” also gives
umcritial supsrort to the defomed
workers states in Eastern Burope.
Tha Following is # press statemend

i mil by the Limerick branch of

ogples Democracy? (Incidentally

why don't they take thelr pro—
Paisleyism to iy logical conclusion
unel simply call themsekbees the
Demoeratic Unlonit Party?)

The Formation of Tim Kemmy's pew
[eanoscratic Socialist Pacty. incor-
puiling a wide range of Irish sialis-
s, wall nol aEseer any of s pfo-
blems or questions f3cing Irsh workers
towfay, A party that tuens its back on
the just shugeles of the Catholic
population in the & Couotiea and

which does o stress tha need for

Paisley, FitzGerald, Kemmy.
One Notion: Two Nations!

& 5 ¥

independent workers” action will
inevitably Fimd itsell on the right—
wing of Irish podities in the same way
gz Mr Kemmy has Tonand bdmsslf
voring For poti—worksr measares in
the Drail.

Wihile the naw party will make much
play on the mfleence of the Catholic
chureh in the 26 Countles i will
coatinue to refuse 1o draw the neces
rary conchesion that the existence

of tero segtarian states in Ireland is a
pars of British imperialiss stralegy

ins Irelanl and iz a disaster for the
working clasa. Cosy nrrangsments
with likerals (of dublious background
capecilly whese civil liberties are
concerned ), will not changs the sec
tarinn nature of the two stalet @
Ireland, Only the ending of partition
and the degarture of the British can
achiewe this,

Mr Kemmy's politics are bazed on
geiting piecemeal reforme without
posing a socinlis nliernative to the
present svatem. The future of Irish
workers will revolve arounsd the
fight fuon HIEHEEEJ:T will mod
e pecid ont b Yiang
scademics” that Jim Kemmy plices
a0 much faith on. In short, there is
no room For pnother pary that
acgepts British domipadion af
Ireland.

By NIALL MEEHAN

Feaples Democracy has always
said that the Acid Test for Irish
socialists is how they respond to
the Mational Question. For us
the first task for the working
clazs is the unificetion of the
country and the ending of
British economic and political
control. Replacing Britain with
2 Workers and Small Farmers
government is the only guarantee
of real independence. This ques-
tion is hotly debated on the left
and there are a couple of other
organisations on the left who
would agree with our general
proposition.

Hoowemrer when it comea to the point ol
deciding just how to begn the practical
sleps of eroding British contrid o
paths diverge. The attitudeof the
Cormmmanizt Party of Ireland, The
eddest orpanisation of the Irish far kit
towands the 1 Block Armagh Cam-
paipn is a gruphic exanple of our
practical ond strotegic differences.
This article contrasts the different
roles El:u\::nl by PLx and the CFLin
selacion to the prisoees.

Firse g owtline of the ole played by
FIr.  For s the importance of the
strugphe to win the demands of the pes-
oners was reeognised righl from the
start, When the British withdrew Mal-
itien] Status on March 156 1906 1°L)
immesdiately launched o pelition in

tha catholic ghettoes in Beltast prot-
cating its remmoval and calling for anti
Imperialist unily in the face of British
attacks. The Relatives Action ©omm:
jttens were then Fomad to defend the
prisoners adkd give their dermands o
basic hard core support on the calade.
PI} wix wnigque in its uoderstanding of
e avand: Frv -t aied smcths denetiral

Anti-Imperialist line put to the test

Irish CP Miss the Boat

movement faoed was the pogition of
the H,ﬂjll,.ltliil.:.ll‘l Mowement who ats-
emipled b0 make support for their
military campain a precondition For
all opposition to Brituin.

From this initial step there have bazn
many milestones on the road to the
umity of the anti-Imperialist forces
which PLY either initiated or stromgly
suppirted. The most important ones
were: the Coalisland Anti Represgion
Conference im late 1977, the Bumtollel
Commemaoration march in January
1979; Bernaderts MacAliskey's Buro
Election campaign in June 1979,
fimnlly culminating in the Green Briar
Conference 10 September 1979 where
thwe Mational H Block/Armagh Comm-
ittee was founded.

MASS ACTION

W saw oair robe to be that of persuad:
fitg the Republican Movement, as the
birgast anti-lmperialist organisation, of
{he need for unity around agreed der-
anils, We did this by going directly Lo
il Mationalist population snd launel-
ing suceessiul initiatives. The Repuhlic
an  condermnation of these initiatives
wits plainly seen 2 sactarian by even
the Provos most andent supporiers,

Wwhen the Provos did change their line
in Beprember *79 the winy was open

to launch a mass campaign. PO fully
paar ticipated i this campaipn at eveey
leval, W argued for the nesd 1o chall-
enpe Fignna Fall and the SDLEF, for
democracy within the camipaign and
the irnpuortanee of workers” action.

We ware Lhe lirst to propose the use of
the slestion tetic by challenging and
defegting Paddy Devlin ond Crerry Fite
irr The ®iv Coavitry Loca] Exwersmmeamt

defeaied the Republican Clubs whu
Jost all representation on Belfast Ciry
Couneil. In the enmueing Sothern
General Election one of our two can-
didates camie vl gn tog of the Labowr
Party and got 1,500 votes compared
i 252 lor the CPT candidace.

CPI ROLE

The rale of the CP1 oo the other hand,
showed it totally berett of idens when
it came to putting Forvward astrategy
for winnkng back Folitizo] Stalus. The
party’s pobicy twroed oul Lo exist on
papar only with no practical effect.
Mone of the nitiatives which led up 1o
the setting up of the Ll Block/Armagh
Committee were supporied by the CF

[ 1979 the party even went 1o the
iltra-lefr extremse of colling fora boy-
cott of the Buro Electionz. In this
they were at one wich Sinn Fedn, Yer
when the H Block/! Armagh Commiliee
wits sl up the CP1 refused ta join by
slating “The Compities i dominated
by the Prosnoe", The logic af this sec-
prinm posilion i that the Bepublicans
showsld ol parficipate in o campaign
L delard Repulblican prisoners!
Whiose prizonens are in Long Keash any-
way? They are certainly nol membeis
af tha CPT. Tncidentally Jubhn Hume
gavee the same reasen bor not support-
ing the Commuities,  Or view wes
and is that the the Committs should
be supported by all those wha soppord
the Five Demands, The guestion of
Broadening the campaton should be
geen in that context.  The CPI pusit-
jon is pussyTooting abstenticuian,

REFORMIST POSITIONS

T he hasically refomomist positions of
the CP1is at the bags of ils refial to

advance' in the Six Counties ia held
back solely by the Provos militarye
camgpaign. Their stteenacive, unfort-
unately, is =xactly the same as chal

of the pro-Unicaist Republican

Clubs, They call on us to campaign
instead for 2 “Devoled Assembly” and
# “Bill of Rights'! The practical effect
of this policy & s follows:

(i} A return Lo Stormoat under Loy-
alist control. A& direct rejection of the
higgest gain of the anti-Imperiatist
movement in 1972,

(2} Anineffectual Tow with the same
practical effect as the RUC pobce
conplainie procedure

The Six County Statelet is a byword
for sectoninnism. Any one oo thinks
democracy of any kind can be attained
within its borders is deluding them-
aehves and miseducating others, The
CPI s relarmism rezognizes this in

a negalive way by pol raising any
immediare demands which directly
challenge Lovalist sectarianizm,

The CP1 perspective |s uneally com-
taned with cills for Working Class
Unity and support for the Northern
frcland Trude Union Commities"s
"‘Betrer Life for All Campaign’,
Linfortunalely, or fortunetely from
aur point of view, Tew people have
ever heard of It sinee il was st up ten
VEATS A%,

ECONOMISM

This hopelemsly wseless et of ceons
raiisy woukl make Leaio turn in his
Mawsobrum, 11 ignosss the centrality
of politics and the Mational Question
Kather than mising the partitionist
inspired slogan of ‘Workare Unity”
i tha Six Counties we should be
rising the sl "Unify the Lrish
Working Class’ which directly chall-
enges Partition and allows us o bring

olitics (o the working class, Cabling
lf,-;r bread and botter reforms in 2
purely Mosthern Ireland context is not
a soclalist atrategy worthy of

Uhe riaane.
Chur conclosion Traen this analysis is
that PI¥ pot it mers or less right in the
1 Wiock Armaph Campaign and the
CPT waa Joft speechiiving from the
gidelines, As the short article om (he
ddehale within the CPI shows, thers
are those in party Tanks wheo want 1o
pet the shing back on the maila.

Youth Opp

ic Partition).

ose Party Line

The signs are not all bad. The Connolly Youth Movement — the

CPI youth group - supports the H Block/Armagh Committee. This
opposition to the line has led Lo & debate within the ranks. Those
who support the anti-Imperialist position claim that the party s

held back by Lovalist minority in the CP's Northern Area Committee
{ The CPI is divided into self-governing Area Committess which mim-

How has the CPI responded to this debate within its ranks? Not too
well it seems. Members of the party have been ‘disiplined’ for par-
ticipating in the cimpaign. The National Youth Officer has been ex-
pelled from the party National Executive.

Some members of the party think its line can be changed by the next
| Congress at Easter 1982, We shall wait and see........ Hopefully it will



FAGE 4 SOCIALIST REPUBLIC.

Full-time organiser for the
National Union of Public
Employees, Inez MeCormack,
has accused the Northern
Ireland office of Gddling unen-

ployment statistics in the Six
Counties, McCormack blasted
the British administrations
claim that only 112,224 peaple
were unemployed in Detober
and revealed that the true
figure was over 170,000, JOHN
MeGEE reports on reaclion to
the MID report:

The NUFE organiser challenped
Morthern Secretary of State, Jim
Frior, (o refute er allegations.
“Some 0,000 people are not included
m the Ceovernment s figares, aither
because they did not pay sffkcient
contributions while working to
entitle them to wnemployment
benefit or because they are younp
people engaped on Government
fraining schemes.”

E‘nr;l les Dempocracy Councillor,
Jobin MeAnuoliy, commenting om ihe
posblless fhgures sxld they provided
further evidence of how nationalis|
workets, women and yooth were
being hit hardest by the rizing unein-
poymment. “Job loss 15 highest in

e Duilding and distributive trades
wisser nationalist workers ane is-
prondirtionsiely represented. Tory
sibacks in public spending arc
Seeatening a further job-loas of 6,000
gt 1m the consirgction :.nq]ugl:_r!.-
s ol of which will be jobs of
EtanEnist workerns.”

*The forpotien 60 000 in the official
peesmpkcrymmen! statistics are mads up
pemoat entwely of women workers
nirtitied 10 peErEmnhoy el henefil

and young workers being exploited
ag cheap lnbour on so-called Youth
Opportunity Proprammes.”™

Ferguis OFHare, Peoples Democracy
Councillos for Morth Belfast, con
demnesd] the secenl gl:ll:l:. creation
strategy oullined by the pew Secre
tary of State, Jim Prios, in the
document “A Framework for Action’
Councillor O'Hare labeled the docy:
ment “a whitswash of Britain’s
regponsirility for the chronically
high level of unemplayment in the
Six Countiex™.

“The British strategy amounis (o
opening up the Morth's économy 1o
furiher exploitation by the mult
nativmnals who leave alresdy comtri-
baied 2o much to the depressing
unempleyment levels in both parts
of partitioned Ireland, Even so, the
British imsensitivity to the Morth's
jahless is highligheed by the fact
ihat although the sdministration
states that at leass [ 0,000 jobs a
vear should be created il then goes
on o blamd by announsce that it will
selile Tor the promotion of 3,000
jusbs 1 wear, With 1 70,000 on the
dule ihis rate of job creation would
iake over 50 years i0 make a reul
impact on the jobiess gueoes.”

The Morthem Ireland Coonmbites of
the [rish Congress of Trade Linlona
zaid it was “Tmnkly horifed”™ at
the leaping unemployment. NICTU
it launching a campeaign over the
net three months keading wp to s
major cenference on youth unen-
ployment in Jamaary. The campaign
will inclode o molorcade protest Lo
Stormont, rock congeris aml siréet
theatre. Welcome as this belated
activity @5, it still Talls far ghort of

& sevious challedige 0o MEIE Unene-

ections a

k bhan been said that the Long Kesh hunger strike has changed
the ficw of brah politics and ceriminly bourgeos politicians
Sawrih and South are now lamenting the explosive growth of
enti-imperialist sentiment throughout Ireland. One element
of Irish politics that has definitely changed has been the
political consciousness of many anti-imperialists,

T b difTerent tactics {of sdvancing
the mti-Empe riaind movement lave
beem arguied, tried and tesied o

real mtuation of the H Blogk  Armagh
CEmpaign This can e sem af iis
chearest in the debats on electoral
e rf!:'.' Wwhich has Flrﬂbat“'-" BEOCTALEL .
ihe miost intense debaies within the
H Block movernent, both MNorth and
South of the border. It luss at times,
seenmed Lo fhieaten to gplic some

H Block/ Armagh committees, inelu-
dimg 1he Matiomal H Block Armagh
Lot tes

There 15 no doubi thatl eleclioas
played the major role during the
minger sirike im both mobilising

ard demonstrating the widespread
sppat [ Lhe |'|_1|r||:lr'r sirikers, The
slection of Bobhy Sands fo West-
minsler was the muost daonagingg blow
1o the British. It served hoth 1o @id
the mass meobilisalion on the sireats
and 1o unclermime Lthe SDLP and the
mationzlisl eslablishmetin, Boblby
Sands” election was the fliat of 8
series of clectoral victories that in
fmct were the most clear cul viclorias
of the whole H Block/ATmagh
sruggle.

CHANGE OF POSITION

Ihe participation of Republicana and
the 'I-I‘.l,:pll!_':lu:_::l.'l movemnent in these
elzctinons has marked a ..In.ang-: ¥
thieir political tactics Tram the posk-
thon they held only a year ago.
Republicans, throsghout the 60 year
ldstory of Partition, have adopted

an abslentionist attitude towards
both Stormont and the Dail, based
iy thie idea that both govermnents
have no legitimate right 1o exist.
This, however, did not preclude
Bepublicans from contesting elections
siuid i wavpral oecnmans Thew @ie-

Morihern and Soothern parbaments.
The mest recent example, prior to
the hunger strike, was the election

af o prisoncre to Westrminster amd
four Sinn Fein TS to Leirster Housa
during the IKA *56- &1 military
CAIMpALED.

[o the current phase of the strugsle
the pogition changed from abatention-
ism 1o one of complete boycott of
glections and even indifference to
alecroral isguwes. [nitkally, during the
Civll Rigles period, Peoples Democ
racy and Conl Rights sctivists used
alections 1o some effeer, the mis
striking example beinp the election
of Bernadette Devlin to Westminates
in 1969, In the coming vears, as the
strupple decpened, and especially after
intzrnmant and the fall of Stoomont,
both Peoples Democracy ond 1he
Republicans took s position that 10
participate in elections would be bo
give credibility ta Britam's aitempts
to restare its institucions in the Borth
and would help undermine the anti-
imperiakist mosement,

BOYCOTT

Litven the intensity of the strsggle ol
the time and the still streng popular
street resiEtance this seemed correct.
Hemevar in the first elecixans afier
the fall uf Stormond, the elections
the power-sharing asszmbly in June
1975 with PD and the Privedsiona s
calling For o boveotd, the SILP
stood | gaiming 19 sanls aml 139000
vorca. Tt was clear that the mips of
ilrl'-i"l.l.ﬂll.'ll"llh.l.‘i WOlE ok 50

aliznated from the state (o refose

0 participate in its elections, T

the next few vears the boyeott
pogilion wis maintained and the
STMLT wers given a clear rae in all
alectfarne oimine imrartant wea nene

Nationalists suffer worst unemployment

Campaign Against Losses

plognent. Over the last faw vears

the MICTU has wasted effort at
woning the Morth's Westminster ME's
imcluding wnionigts ke knoch Powsll
whi have been staunch defenders of
Thatzhers moneiarist policies, This
latest campaign fits into the same
mield of seeking to mobilise public
ogvinioa te gimply embarase the
Hritsh povernment.

Importont as public opinion muy be,
it is MOT the weapon o pul a bl
o the redundancies or loree the
ereation af lasting employmeni
What 15 nessled &5 0 campaign of
industrial action which laces up io
the political obstacles which block
the way to full employment. Sach a
campaign necds o go beyand the 5
anti- Thatcher rhetoric which has
become sn '|1-::-'|1-u|ﬁr amomgil Lhe
MWoarth s trade anlon lesders,

Whike Thatcher’s policies have
comiributed heavily (o presenl

unemnpboyment levels, mass onemiploy-

rsenif bas been a feature of lifs in

the S Counties SINCE the Morthern
Ireland state was established, Fesl
oppagition to polickes whicly ssek to
make workers pay the price for the
capitallst grisia gan only be boild

||:,- clallenging the ssciarianiam
whicly divides the workiers of the
Morth, That means chalbeglng the
sectarian Morthern state itsalf.

A cumipaign by the trade union move-
ment which sturted by fackling the
tegacy of discrimination which
guaTanises the henviesd wnermploe-
ment in nationlsl areas would not
onby challenge Lhe illugions which
lomalisl workens have in Briiain, bui
wineld open the poad to wimiing
workers throughoul the whole of

the 32 Countsas,

sl toattack and subwerd Lhe anti-
imperialist struggle.

Seyeral vears ago Peoples Demoeiacy
revised it posditdon on elections,

Lessons
f the
Hunger
Strike

The ending of the hunger strike marks the ending of the prizon
strugple as the central and immediate issue for the mass move-
ment, Whether it remains an issue al all depends on the Brtish
The mase campaign has foreed concessions from them. They

can either honour their promises to the relatives and the
priconers or they can leave the prison issue to remain as a
festering sore in Irish politics. Whichever they decide, the

whole strugegle has opened up wider issues around the whole
guestion of partition. The H Block/Armagh movement

ghould act as a base for a new united front to consolidate the
gains that have been made and organise a defence against further

British offensives,

the sirupgle had undergime it was ot
primory inpoitance to rehuild the
mazs movenent angd 1ake the keader-
ship of the mass of people away from
the SBLP. Conssquently durine L

Can

caganizad a “Vote 1 not X' campaigm
in West Belfast thinking it was betler
do somathing n the clection than
nathing at all. Both the Belatives
Acticas Cornmdttes and Sinn Fein
ignored the election, Georny Fitt was
again alected unoppozed on the
nalinnalist sde.

[ Tene 1979 PO suppored
Bainadaite MoAliskey who stood as
an anti-H Block candidots in the
Buropean Parliamentory electinns,
Shz was chosen at a mass meeling of
antiuniomisls in Coallsland at which
the anly apposition 1o her carne from
Sinn Fein members peesent. During
the election, Sinm Pein who, claiming,
to represznt the Provisiona ] Gevern:
ment ‘orderad” Bernadails nol e
slamif ., organpised on active and
vociferous boveoti directed only
apainst Bernpdetiz, which created
grent contusion. Bernadette never-
thelzss obtoined over 34,000 st
preference vores and saecesded in
ruizsing the H Block meue in the
elzction whore otherwise it would
have been ipnored.

HEVERSE BOYCOTT
DECISION

With the baginniing of the seeond
baevger strike this vear and the
approach of the Worthern Local
Gaovernment Elec tions, PI acgiead
gtromgly within the H Block conimit-
tezs thar the most effective way of
demanstrating suppoart for the
prigoners and challenging the SDLP
v for anti-H Block candidates to
arand in ax Iy COnSHLLanciss a5
paszinle, There was siroig opposl-
tion to this Trom the Repallican
Movernent and the IRSF 0 the
committess. The Republicans siid
that “as u principle™ they could not
participate in Britlsh elactions. [nto
i mmicldle of this dabate, howesar,
came the news that Bobby Sands
wis noaninaled for Fermanagh)
South Tyrone, I wasa wially



The prisurers have strugsled for e
years againsi the British criminalisstion
policy. They have endured horrendaoias
brutality, the blanket protest, the no-
wash peotzsl, and finally twio hunger
strikes kxsting for an entive year, In
ihe process, ten yorng Republican
rmikitants have died o show and agoni
sing death on hunger sirike, They

have gained the right to wesr their
own clothes, limited concessions on
assocestion and remission and sn
amiviguous staternent ahout reform

ol prison work

BRITISH PUSHED BACK

If this falls short of the five demands
and total wictory b also falls far dhori
af defeat. The regimne that the
British tried (o mpose five vears ago
woald have meant the total breaking
amel humiliation of the prissmears,
Victory would effectively have
anounied toa British decleration
that the prizsoners were political
wigomners, with all thei that lmplies

"hat the prizoness lave succeaded
i dodng & forcdng back an attemp
to force prison garh on them — an
historic strupgle for generations of
Tililanl: and i ibe process
forcing & prson regene in swhich
they could at least marvive withowt
being crushed end broken,

JAINS FOR THE STRUGGLE

H owever one result of the struggle
has been that the hunger sirike s nol
avmilable & & weapon for the prisoness
for the forsesable foture This, plies
the {act that they now have tlwir owmn
clothes, means that aven if the

British refuse 1o setile prison promest
CAM only continue af @ much lower
level, Al the sume time the inass
struggle ouiside the prison has won
important wictories which it muat now
copnsolidate.

FACE OF POLITICE CHANGED

The fact is that the political situation
in Ireland has changed uoierdy during
the period of the hunper strike. The
H Block/ Armagh campakzn exisied

a3 & chefensive movement, defending

aign

In the eveni the National H Biock/
Armagh Comshittee did not contest
the elegtions &nd the only opposition
1o dhe SOLEF and Bepublican Clubs
carma from PO and the TSP Daho had
changed their podtion) and indepand
dent amti-H Block Lul:ﬂld'.'ul.t:‘i, L
rmajeerity of whom were elected on
mbstantial votes, PD'e Fergus O Hare
annihilated Geny Fitt who was trans
formed overnight into a has been. 11
must be said that the badlare 16 con-
test the elections was a hasic and
funclamental mistake ag it once more
gave (e SDLP wirtually a clear run snd
they maintained thelr numbser of
councillos. Before the election Hume
met Thatcher 1o discuss the hunger
siriks in o pretence of concern bul
alter the election Threal was removed
the 513 fah able (o move lowarils
outright hostility Lo 1l pri.-:llrlu TS,

Thee slection of o farge number of
anti—H Block councillors woukd

have been a great siep lorward Tor

the siruggle and coulil have Fomed

the SDLFP off the councils.

The Soarthern General Blection

WHE B MEw Dpporiunity fexr am
phectural miterverition. Theie wasa
splil an the Mational H Blocki Armsagh
Cormnities with the Republican
prisoner = abstentionist line winning
by the narrowest of margios, 'L

hoth the prisoners and e legitimecy
of antk-impertalist politics. The
British “held the lipe" agakpst that
mervement bot in the process they
spadked of i massive resentment and
hatred of their male and laid the
ground for significant vigtories. The
meoverment nos has the twin Lasks ol
MNSOLIDATING thoss victories
mndd FREPARING for the inevitable
coanter offensive by Britaimn and its
milies i Ireland.

What were the pains of the campaign?
FIRSTLY there wus the very existence
ol a broad unity of anli-imperialisis
after a long period of frgmentation
and retreat, SECONTILY, the gt

that thai united movement was, for
thee first teme ever o e prEsE
struggle, able to build itself on o

traly all-Ireland basia. It was a move-
ment ahle 1o mohiliss massive numbers
of people, win the broad sympathy

of the mas of the Irih people, and
tuaild imiermational solidirty on o

level never saan halore.

EEY VICTORIES

Thers were wio victories in the
campiign that stand out above all
eles, The whole series of eleciorzl
victories which began with the
clection of Bobhy Sonda has sesiously
araded the base ol eollaborationsl
parties ke the SDLF and Flanns Fal,
Abso the work of the trade union
sub-committees has cetablslhed a layenr
ol politicisad workers on whose
ddevelopment the future strength of
reviolu tiomary Torces will neressingly

djependd,
IMFEDIMENTS

Baat the movement has had its weak-
nesses too, Workers” action never
became a central pricrity of the
whale caimpaign, and the compaign’s
attiiude to elections was muarked by
conlusion and hesitation which
weakened the extent of ils siccesses.
The carly insistence on prisoner
candldates OMLY, meant that 2
chanee o crippbe the SDLP i the
local elections in the North was

argued that non-priscnee candidaces
should sfand iy several spats, Otha
capmmi beex grguend the couniny,

et moiably Cork, wanted nom-
prizsoact candidaies who couild activaly
chiallenge Flanna Fall's republican
credertials. PO with little resources
stood Vincent Dokerty | anember

of the NHBAC and PDy, and stood

Joe Harrington in Limerick East,

hoth candicaies did well gerting 1,500
and MK yoles respactively.

“The Scuthern elections provided an

opportunity to advance the campaign
bt the election of two abstentionist
prisoner candidates meant that they
had no effect whatsoever in post-
clection ewvents whereas non-absien-
tionist candidates coukd have caused
a povernmental stilemate, S'imi_',ar]_'_.'

a4 miary absdentionist candidate for

I |:|II'|:IiIt_i: ['H'I-'Hﬂ."'«'il:lrlagha_n h."'
election would (rensform clectoral
tnctics from & Lratisi Loy provest to
aclive ||pp-:u1|l|l.‘.'1:| Ly | three collabio-
raticmisl parises,

Fulure elections will be of major
impaoriance for anck-anparialisis and
will provide one of the best means
of galning political leaderskig of
the Trish working class provided
that pariicipation is ssen a3 part of
an overall strabegy 8o buaild 4 mass
working class hased ressstance, To
adopt a boyvcott position is to
absrain From the fight for leadership
with the bourgenis parties and 1o
adopt an abstentionisd position is
merely ekevaling a possible tactic
into & selt-defeating principle and
ig_n:_'.r:intl; the possbilities [or
developing the political struggle.

thrown away, This imited both the
mterventions in the Southern general
clection AMND the possibilities for
mobilisation after it, When the
principle of pulting forwand active
candidates was accepiad the task
of building » unlted ehecioral frone
grvsund the major Bsues ofaide of
H Block/Armagh that candidates
woiabd hawe bt deal with —was not
even attempied by the muin ant-
imperialist organalions.

But perhaps the central weakness of
the campalgn lies in ils strociure, It
never daveloped a real demncratic
united front structure which recognised
the role of palitical parties and built

a broad delégate siructure within the
feadership. For this reason it wos
larpely dominated by the largest
griuping — Lhe Republican movement
— un) was never able 1o convincingly
demunstrate & political independence.
It was no-accident that the weaknesses
of the caumpaign mark the political
limits of the more conservative and
traditiondl elements of the Republican
leadership.

BRAKE ON THE CAMPAIGN

In faci the Hepublican right scied
as a brake on the campsign through-
ool the whole strupgle. Their fes
that a broad movemsni might
cliallenge them delayed the formation
of the H Block/Armagh movement
for thres vears, Their insisiznce on
traditionnl military forms of streggle
cur across the development of mas
politics ot skemificant polnis in the
campaign, (ig on the deathof Francis
Hughes, Belfast militants were
instructed to clear the streets and let
‘ithe boys' do their iob — the psople
were deft with no role!) The tradition-
slist inzigtence firss om a boycodl aml
then on abatention in slections &
fustificd with all sorts of revolutionary
rhetoric, This disgpuises their historic
links with the bourgeois nationadisi
forces that can and do act a5 & bul-
wark against the Irish revolution —
il Blaneys of thiz world. Soin the
Southern general election, Hepoblican
canvazsers sked it they could
“horrow’ Finnna Fail votes instead
of trving (o break Snuthern workers
compberely awa:.-' froen that party und
mare recently Ruaird O Bradaigh was
ahi: |.r.| on) 1.]1,.“ ey wialdid
m to & Fianns
Faﬂ candidate,

LEFT PROVOS LEARN FROM
MASS ACTTON

Homever the hunger sirike cimpaign
wins wlsa marked by the pobitical
maturity of 2 new Republican laft
coanaltied w0 mass united action as

a kew weapon of strugple. 1owas

they whao arpued amd strugsles|

nsite the Eepublicen moteemeal

t bkl the H Block! A rmagh cam-
paipm, opered it up to all who would
support the five demanids and who,
alier an initial heslration, recognised
the value of alection campaizng aimd
wsed them to further the movement,
Hevwesozr the bunger atrike also shoaedd
thit these ebemeants are in the

mimri Ly, angl Lhe axperience of mass
peditical action hzs sull to be
abeorbed by a whole generation of
vioung Republizan militants, The ot
COme |:_||"L.i:I & omgning dabate in the
Republican mevernent will help deter-
mine the ability of the Republican
movement to relate Lo migar appor-
tunitis=s opening I.IIII_ Buombing London
may help to consedicate the hold of
the present leadership, and disiract
attention froean this o !a-. ussion, Bui
every hombing crmpsiign in Eagland
to dhate hias FALLED to sdvance the
Irish revolution amd has in fact bad

to politicsl disazter. [t alienates the
southern working class and entrenches
rézction in Britain, which E:i_'.n:s. n fres
hand o more British repression in

the ghetioes,

The discussbon about Fulure wnited
sction k'l an abstracl debute, The
siruggle agains! imperialism poes on —
on the base of the soccesss and
failures of this campaign, Thare
MUST be an anti-orperialist careli-
date in Cavan/Monaghan, otherwise
wa will suifer & wasstve cradibility
wiback boesnse we relsed 4o Ffighi
against Fianna Fail and the Coalition,
sinn Fein is the Bargest pasoy and
pussitdy the onoly anti-imperialist
arganizaiion in the L::_nul:ilul_'nc.],-'.

and the temprtetion mst be there

i "go it alone’. This would be

wromg. Cavan/Monaghen is firsc

and last o LOCAL BATTLE IN A
NATIONAL 3TRUGGLE and any
candidale shodd he sean Lo be
aupported by the whole anti-
mperialiat movement nationally,
Alsn the greatest support will be
mxbilised by a broad anci-unperislal
programime rather than specifie
support for the Sinn Feim programmmes,

Whar united demands should we now
put torerard? Thay shoold anable os
miar only o fight elections but to
mohediee and organse on the mreeis
and in the factaries, Because we
Wdn"t win an all ool wictory for the
MEISONErs, Our movernenl rérmling on
thee dafensive sl that means the
Britdsh and their allies willl choose
the tarrain of batide, 1T we look
the sltuation sroun:d us we shoald he
ahle to qee e areas in which the
British are moving to claw back

SIHCTALIST REFUBLIC FAGE 5.
grownd they load during the H Block)
A rrmagh I,:ilTnFIBigl:l_

BUILD THE STRUGGLE

The: main banes of such a progronme
are imrmediaraly apparent:

* (rarrete’s blueshirt ‘enazade” to
change the southern conatitution is
an attack oo the whole concept of
ppposition to partitien, We should
fight back and demand Brits Chee!
and a United Irsland Mo,

* The BUC still have (he killer plasii
butllizts in their armoury - a fight
ngainst these i simple selll defence,

# The British and the Sowihem movern-
ments are windiet e pumuu_: H_Block.
demonstraiors — 34 in Belfast whao
trled to demonsirale in the city
canlre and amore seious oo in
Lublin where there & an antempt 1o
jail people who atiend ed the embagsy
march. We should call and organise
for the defence of democraiic rights
Morth and Smsth.

* The Trade Unien keadership acled

ag 3 harrier o organising workers in
defence of the prisoners. We thould
pombinue owr attzmpts 1o organlse
winikers and oppose the trade union
leadership's *Better Life for AL
claptrap and their economic collabora-
tion with imperialim,

LESSONS OF THE PAST

TEN YEARS

O all the united front arganisstions
ol the past, cnly one, the Northern
Rasistance Movement, schieved ils
central demand, M brsaghl doswn
Srorment — et il was unabla 1o
miowe om o i United Iraland, AT the
pthers, however, served an shsohstely
smentinl role in defending and dewelop-
ing the strugple and it's worth noting
that even now, ten years afterwards;
that single all-owt vectory has still

nit been reversed by Britain. IT the

H Block{Armagh movement had
completely won the 5 simple demands
of the prisomers it would have

brought the British and Irish govern-
ments i their knees in the process.
Fven the limited victories that wers
achieved have badly shaken imperial-
. We should learn the kesson,

Treland is not a nn_untuf afl

SaCTH
fices Mar small deturns,

[frrited wictoTies are @ I:IEﬂﬂh' threat
to Britisly rule. 1€ we can consolidate
theaz victories and reproup then we
will truly be In 2 strong position

fit chinflemge she quislings of the Erish
capitelist class and their British
rmanslans,

JOHN Mac ANULTY

And now, from the party which
gave vou the Treaty, the
houndary settlement, the Blue-
ghirts and the Heavy Gang, we
have “the Great Constitutional

Debate" or “How the North
was lost™, ROSE ('MAHONY
gives her thumbs down verdict.

The néw mowes by the coslition
gowermment o remove artieles 2 and
3 of thie constitution represent a
blarant attempt to deny the right

of the Irish nation toself-deierming-
tion aod is o clear signal o the
cathokic minority i the & countias
that this govermmeil intends 1o do
all i itg poswer io begitisnise U nionist
rule in the Narth,

Twen ihings were notizeakle in
Fiizgerabl's remarks on (hai now
infarmous radic interdew on BRTE,
O the ame hand his servile ansd
sapporiive allitode (ewards Linion-
irs (0 | were o Northern Protestant
I would not want ta live in 8 sectarisn
state like the South™) aod on the
other his hatred of the anti-imperialist
moasement, His nc.ar]:,' ]1_:,. slericil
reaction 1o the supgestion that he
]'IJ.lgh[ migal Uhven Carron MP baft us
in no douabt as to wio he sses a5 Lhe
reil eneny Lo be grushesd,

DIVOREC E

Wiz cancarn to secolariss" the
douth is 2 smokesciesn for his real
iim. Fitzgerald refused to regign or
even regester protest at Limm
Cosgrawa's rafusal 1o vote For the
Coopey contracepiion bill in 1974,
Hig salutivn e the problems of
marital breakdown now is fo set up
a joint working party in the Diail. In
other waords, despite his preat
“eugade™ he will not proposs a
referendum on divores withou

BLUESHIRT
GRUSADE

10 FORGET
THENORTH

There is no posgibility {hat Fine Craed
will lake on the Cathodic Chureh arl
fight it. Throughout history, Cumann
na nieedhael {the forsconner of FG)
has heen first to accept legislative
quppestions fromn the hiecarchy,
whiether i the 20: on censarship
ansd the owtlawing of forms of public
dance | oo the banming of divoros;
in the 305 on confraceplion: ur bt e
in the 505 when Meel Bromne’s move
towards a stale health service was
quashed by the hishops. Joha 4
‘wglelles, the Fine Gael leadar of the
Hirre said he was proud as a legislobo
to aceept the Catholic hiera rtﬁ.
view of the Bill.

OPFRESSED UNIONISTS

Gaarrett would Lke us to belicve that
bz s ditVerent, that he cases about
the righls of minorities thioaghoue
the counbry, Bal the attitnde of his
|:-..'|| Ly was shown muost suecinotly
ay Caermra Hussey on ancther radic
Progranmme when she siated that
‘the mast threatened and oppeessed
group in in h'ul.lruJ taday are the

Rl 1. LR U e R L

But the only *“threat’ hanging over
Morchern Unionism i the ‘threat® of
the anti-mperialist movement te de
partition this countor and destroy
the seotarian gigte on which unionist
privilege is hazed.

The Labour Party was as usual, on
Finz Gacls coatrails seconding (he
reaolucion in the sznate, They raised
soime heckneoyed poines about
‘prosurizing Unioniss apd dezcied
the territorial claima toa United:
Ireland, Jim Kemmy TI has pone one
beztter when lwe said the aspiration of
the Trish people 1o unity snd selt-
datermination was an 'bmperiatiar®
dlaim.

UNIONIST REACTTON

The reaction of loyalist opinion has
beon [nteresting. This 'threatened
apecies’, from the Ofticial Unienists
to the DUP weloomes the coll For
the dropping of Articles 2 and 1

Fart asmartad that This would in neo
wiy infloence thair view on the
South, that they slmphy did not wish
to b incheded in a United [ocland.

Innstend of chollenging the mss head
<, Pinnna Fail is heard to motter
about “views in keeping with the
ke liels oo the majority of our
precmple’, By delfending Cathoalic
imspired legisdacion they have
ultempted to perpetusis the math
that Marionalist = Catllic,

The onky way in which frzland’a

lawe can b touly secularized is in the
cemiexl af a widted Treland free from
ihe imperinkist link. Tt is clear from
the Intest “parliamentary paclevs’ that
amy serious moves i that divection
g only pomne fioan the anti-
imperzalist peoples throughont the
country mobilised foowin their aims
withoot kew-towing to either
UInioinis: rl:!-h-hlﬂ'l o the Cathiolic

et o Dl
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ALL HAIL

THE 'LIBERAL'

NORTH

Wiith all this talk aboul changing
the Southern Constitution, liberal
sing the State in the 26 Counties,
making it more acceptable to the
Northern majority, and improving
the position of women, ete., vou
would think that the North was

8 haven of equality and democrs-
tic rights for women! Despite the
fact that in general, protestant
churches are more ‘liberal” than
catholiciam on questions coOnNcerns
mg women, the actusl gituation
of women in the North as

regards, divorce, shortion, the
right to work, nursery and social
facilities s much more similar to
bo that of women in the South

of Ireland itself, than to the
po=mtion of women in England.

GAY LIBERATION

Mooy could [lustrate better the
melieval snd hackward attitude of
B churches in the Morth 10 the
zl.!.fr of humman righis and sexuality
e gueation of gay liberatlon
BaILLECAL to be 3 male homo-
mxeal i the Morth of lrsland {up-
s and Wades bui like the
Bowth and Scotland). Gays have beeqi
mbsecind 10 3 srvere campaign of
Sermsenent and intimidation by the
BLYC 1o a png of "gqoeer-hashers’
mlso bervr rescried to mrder and
e feee_ pnd o e “Hevw
: ey Uludey fromm Sesfensry”
Frerimge Larmrs Faspermd

s eval lmngower of an idenlogy
ey Seant s i Beemd Govesme
_— e aeorgd S werrihe ol that
peogis B e of ey homan
=t Eppoaed to mprewn®t
T oo of B Farocess Court
al Hemas Roghei 1 the
e e by the Treland
Ger Ryghts Amocmitson (that the
By of homosesuality in the
Mot comtradicied the human
gy dm&}hiumdmil?
in expoaing the realiny
B so-—-called “Tiberal” North.

THE MYTH OF THE
LIBERAL NORTH

Thes bberal facade ks in fact nodhing
Bt 5 well explofied myth, created
by thome such as Fine Gael, wi
woushd try 1o find ver another way of
eemvimcing the Southern working
chem that mnperialisn Iz progressive
Msd it ks g lot moee to do with
Fitrgevald's “crazade” to fool the
Sowthern workers into an alliance
sl Britaln than it hag to do with
woemen's fights or the Morthern
mmjority. For, the reality of the
Sorthern majority and woarmen's rights
B that gince the nception of the
Morthern State the British govern-
meni has given the protastants, and
i particular the fundamentakist
Presbyierian chuarch, a free hand to
shape laws in the Morth,

This abject capitalation to one of
e most restrictive and backosard
Erands of protestantiam has affected
ewery area of women’s livea in the
Morth, thus:

1967 Abortion Act: in England,
B not been extended to the North
e 10 the ohjections of the Free
h:—.gh],rlﬂimlﬁ. Abortion is illagal in
the Morih, [INTIKE England and
Wales, LIKE the Soath.

Homosexuality: the law legslising
male homosexustity in England was
pever extended to the North due to
e objections of Free Preshyteriansm,
Thus it is ibegal, UNLIKE England

and Wales, LIKE the South.

Divorce Reform: was never
exfended to the North due to the
obgec tions of Free Presbyterianism_
D§voree, while nod illegal, was
exivermmly difficult 1o obiain, fvolby.

recent
fought for by E:Cl]l:lﬂ.l u-!'t‘rpc WHTIE'S
movement). This was UNLIKE
England and mose LIKE the South,

Nursery facilities: State-provided
nursery facilitics for working women
ure mon-ecclstent in the Morth, thus
mking it move dificull for the
gronving numibsera of mothers who

&0 ouil bo work, Those nursesdies that
do exist (3 in Belfast), are attached i
workplaces. This is UNLIKE England
and eirmilar to the child-care situation
in the Sowth.

BREAK THE CHURCH/STATE
LINK® FOR A SECULAR,
SOCTALIST IRELAND

The harsh reality of British govern-
menl inlervention in the Morth hix
bsen 1o creste a Morthern clarical
state in which the churches have a
well-established VETO over imporiant
e of women's rights, gay rights

l-dhﬂr'bul:huh ll—m

IJ'}E |l.1} o I -enl 'Illlw il'h-eril. can

you geil!)

Ax the Workery Research Bulletm on
the Cheerches i the North of Ereland
wyi “Trelesd Moyih snd South b ope
of the mui relgeou counires m
ihe world —perhags the mont
Chrstinn chantry im the weslern
Christinn world. And not oaly ks il

but ity own peculisr fonms
’mt-. and Protestantism
are mmong the most mslar, fonda-
mentalist and reactionary in existence,”

Thaes a key task of revolutionaries
andl sociatists is to comiront the begacy
of imperinkism’s usé of Lhe churchas
ti divide and rule — divichs men T
woanen, What sorl of “Free ralaned’
will women enjoy il thare is no
rebaxation of the churches® hodd on
the Siate? I ks an lsue nol of
modern ‘liberalism® va_the Irish
trushition, but of the fight for demeo-
cratic righls va the resclionary
alliancg between the church hier-
archies and British mperialism.

For feminists and anti-imperialists,
sxrioies aboul the Gight tor women's
liberation, the only anseer lies in

an Ind':p:l‘.ldt-‘:l‘l.t WOMEn's Epovement
whose main fask iz the fight to break
the Church/State link snd to pet the
dermand acceptad by anti-imperinlists.
For ferinists to ignore this aod to
hang around the pro-imperialist
partica quch, us Fing Gael, hoping for a
few liberal crumbs bo be dropped from
the pro-parttionist e, would e
tocot themzelves ofl from the mos
progrossive forces in Trsh sociaty
tighting for fundsmental changes —
the ant-impertalists, Tt wowld be o
condeman the fight for women's rights
to be caught in the vice-like grip of dha
miost anclent and reactionary of
alliances - that bataeen Hritish
Eperialem and the Churches,

At the end of the day the only way

of improving the dppalling conditions
of [rish women, Morth and South, is
to huild an independent movement
of wormen, with significant support
among workers aod onti-imperialiats,
thatwill raise 1o the fore the demands
of whednen's liberaiion:

BREAK THE CHURCH/STATE
LINK!

EQUAL RIGHTS FOR [RISH

Binrs the artificial division of the
country info & and 26 county siates
the hask: democratic rights of the
minorlty and women have been
dended. This is not sccidentsl but a
direct resuli of partition. On both
sidez of the horder arcificial ‘mapor
tes' lave (heen created based either
om political perawssion or relligions
affiliation. Integration of Church and
State hag been a hallmark feature of
the two parte of this Bland, The pro-
gress of aocial legislation hag hean
hnmpersd or impeded by the com-
himed vesled inlarests of the ;la:_:-]iri,cﬂl_
hackwondanen and clergy,

[t is this very faci that makes the
corrent debate on the Lrish Consii-
kb w0 mportand. All of 3 sudden
e raghl L divoyce, which s

Crael anal Franna Fail, and |__,r|:|r|:d

i% b

Members of the Divoree Action {iroup at n press confensmce

Divorce: Political Issue or Foothall?

by the Trish Labour Party during the
Genera] Election = hecmnes a
‘central” issue!

But is this because we have at last
pricked the consciences or theeatened
thie political fwdure of the TDs on
this jzsse? Mot al all - the Coalition
sipgests they are willing o debate
diwoTee iF the Lrish rlEl.'||:||:|‘: scgept
partiticn. 18% the old carrot and

slick faciic, Thess are @rtics which
for wears hove sal on top of this

ssate — in Fact many of these TDV:
opposal divesce when cut on the
recénl gemaral election campaipm
{rail,

The wiliole discussion is being posed
a5 the mecesmry refom of the beck-
ward South to appeass the progres-
sive woith

Whnt does :3_]’

iz felf 0= Well,

firstly that the right to divoree will
be usad 25 a political Football by both
leanms. Mo puarantees have besn

grven by the 76 “liberuls” like Senator
Gzinma Huoasey, that any fundsmental
changes on democratic rights will he
madea. In fact ju.,l|_.|;il|p; ot e recent
past, when the isue gers hot®, e
when the alargy and dght wine st
1o obqject, these Hharals® run fio
CHIVED,

The only real puarantor of demeocra-
tie rights on the whole of the island
ti independenr pofitical action by
the working class and especialhy
woinzn —palitical sction that recop-
nics the obstacles of partition and
the political decay i the major
partics, both unionizt and bourpeois
nationadist, on both sides of the
border.

Release Marion Clegg

Mews has recently come from
Armagh Prison that Marion
']E.ﬁr, one of the protesting
prisoners, hes contracted
tuberculogis, and has been
moved to the prison hospital.
' is a disease which is direscly
altrifutable to poor living conditions,
in particular madeguate owirition,
dampness, overcrowding amd lack
ot iregh alr. It polnts out, in yet

andsther tragic example, the appalling
conditions toowhich the politicnl

prisaners have been subjected.

The Mational H Block] Armagh
Commities has demanded that Marlon
b imunediately transfesred to an
oitside hoapital. Past expedonce

has shown how necesaary this is.

The Price Siztera. and Fauline

Mc Laughlin were “treated” by the
prison medical seatf, and under this
‘cire” deteriorated so badly that

even the vindictive British povern-
ment wias forced bo release them
when esch was on the brink of death,

Unice again, the need for an indepen-
dent medical enguiry into conditions
at Armagh has been dramatically
highlighted. This, and the demand
for Marlon Clepg's ralease {0 an oet-
side hosplial should be taken ap by
the anti-tmpearialist and women’s
movemenis and support should be
somaght, particularly within the
health-zase wnions and medical
professions.

Release M arian Clegg Now.,
RUTH TAILLON

Belfast 34, Embassy 20:
DROP THE l.‘IMHEfS'

The National H Block/Armagh
Commifttes has taken an
important step forward in
deciding that the defence of
the ‘Embassy 20" and the
"Belfast 34 should be a central
Tocus for those who support
the prisoner=

The ‘Faribassy 20° are B0 young men
who hive been charged undsr the
Difences Agzinst the Siate Act for
their participation in the July 18th
march to the Beltigh Embaszy. The
caae of the Belfast 34 arises out of
the 34 arrears on June 27 as Clirs.
Fergus (FHare and John MeAnutty
attempiled to address o meeling
cizicle Belfasd City Hall, The RLUC
rved in and broke ugp the rally.

The centre of Bolfazt has been used
by all politicsl and coltural groups,
inchuding Foiskey s DUP, Everyone,
in fact, excepl those who support
the political prisomers i Losg Kesh
and Armagh. On Aug, Bth, nine
othets weere olso arrested during a
secomdl attempt to hold o protest
rally therz,

We are now seeing in practice the

| =xtengion and intenaification of the

The Free State rulers nesd to dis-
credit thise who put forward
republican and sociabist ideas in

order to discredit the ideus themaslves
—and the potitical sctivity of these
wihiz hald therr,

Fitzgarahi & Co’s loog term strategy
tor this igland & Becoenineg incren W
elaar, The C‘unmlu:mua?ﬂ‘{"n.mu:mﬂ
und the attack on the sctivities of the
anti-imperialist meoverment (the
Embassy 20 and dally harassment of
etivlibsh ure part and parcel of an
overall plan. He aims 1o consolidate
partition and wodermine the develop-
ing anti-lrperiuliac movemeant BEFOHELE
it develops inte o serions challenige to
the capitalists’ plans for flds island,

The defence of the ‘Binbassy 20F ond
the ‘Belfast 34° are noe 5.I.1'||'|'.||1. reqr-
guard actions in the wike of the
huanger sirike and the compaign for
the five démands. Like the campaign
for the § demands fiseli, oTpAmnising
around thess casea-provides on
opportunity toraise the Bropder
quesltions of the ant-lmperialist
atrugpe, and o ilhstrate the inhereat
undemiocriate nature of Bevi b

defence fnid down by the Matlanal

H Block/ Armapgh Commites —
defznce of the right to demonstrate,
no victimisation, apainst the
crirnindisetion polbicy North and
South, drop the charges — provides

a sulid bagiz for building a substantial
cimpaign. To effectively provids o

political defence of © e - clivists
however, re olreg £ 2 a° sections of
thza dm wlilizts w ment

vhiol i dbopomy B it their
OETE M. [EG0RO



Polish Rulers
Prepare Showdown

The Central Committee of the
Polish Communist Party recently
get the authorities on a collision
course with the Polish workers.
There is a strong possibilily that
of & major confromwation with
Solidarity in the shorl term.

BAVY JONES, of Socialist
Challenge, reports

Uniber pressure from the Keemiin
the parly called for

* a tempdranry SUBPCTEL ol the
right b sinke

* remegodiation of the Gdansk sirike
FEreemen s

* postponement of the demoabhing
of army ¢opse TIpR3 am Cake of a state
of emergency

And For the first time the party has
4 geneml lor its leader. Wojciek
Farugelski, who was elected Prime
Minister in February, became party
chief 1o replece Stanishe Kania,
whise weakneds agsinst Solidarity
hiod enraged the Kremiin beaders

Al the same time 11 central commit tee
inemnbers resigned from Sobdarity

o protest against its allegedly
‘Enil-socialist” de valopment.

The buresucrats are preparing the
ground for a confrontation with the
Folish workers, In that context,
hard-finer Stefan CHssowski i likely
o be brought in a5 the next prime
MAREIET.

He hias called for a combination of
repression and the creation of a
‘hioad" government of national

ik B
v

mlvation compper e g
isdchy, party and Solidsrity
‘moderates’ o whip the Pulish
wiorkers into lise,

The Polish authoritiés fear the develop-
ment of 2 challenge 1o their mole

L R
Solidarity rally in Gdarsh

ower the warking class Since the
foundarion of Solidarity az an ide
pendent wision, the bureawcrars’
measpoly of politicn] power hag
bzen under {iscreasing thraat.

solidarity’s frst nationnl congress
cillad fo AL .\',"'_"';_'!u,l“x An A bn

wiiamE s, and the Jove oL L
of workers” self-management in

the faciones and enterprises,
Already the majority of the majos
plants have orginised workors'
councils which hive begun 1o co-

urelimle om o regicnal basis. 10 is the
LI:'.'.u:Iupl:nr:rll of am alterrative
workers” power that frightens The
bireawcrats, xnd which means that o
showdown berween the wo powers
15 ieviranie.

Socialinds dumsid be alert 1o Use
dungem (acimg the Polich workers
They are not fighting for the sestorn-
tion of capitalism or for 3 Catholic
state. They are fighting for workers'
power and socialist democracy, They
deecrve our sipport,

Since Reagan came to power in
the UL5., masses of people in
Europe have taken to the streets
in protest against the location of
nuclear weapons in their
countries.

The anti-nuke movement and

the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament have hetween them
mobilised hundreds of thouzands
of peaple in the last few weeks:
100,000 in Londan, 100,000

in Brussels and some 50,004 in
Fariz {without the support of
the French Socialiat Party ),

in the debate now going on in
these countries, many people
leel that they could, by
virtual U.S. control of these

weapons, be drawn into

SUCIALIST REPUBLIC PACE 7

Nuclear Madness

America’s war. The idea of
fighting & "theatre’ nuclear war
iz now 4 familiar piece of U5
‘defence’ Lhinking.

‘America’s [loating aircralt
carvier' is a slogan carried on
many British CND demonsra-
tions. O, az a militant marching
in the continpent of the
International Marxist Group in
Loodon put it, “Unecle Sam
doesn’t just expect you Lo put
up with hizs bases, his bombs
and his spy stations, In the line
of duty you may bave to die
for him!"™

Y

Bocialist Republic will in the
next ssue camy extensive
coverage of the rise of CND in
Europe and the issues at stake,

PEOPLES DEMOCRACY exists

to halp lead the fight for a

A2county sociakist republic,

If you are intevested in joining

P.D. mrits to either of the
below

CONMNOLLY BOOKSHOM
Avoca Park, Andersonatown,
Balfazt 11

35 Clanawley Road, KEllsarer,
Duablin 5.

SUBSCRIBE NOW |
ENSURE YOLR COPFY RECULARLY
RATES FOR 12 ISSUEBS;

IRELAND, ENGLAND, SCOTLANL,
WALES £3.03

EUROPE ose |
USA/CANADA .o e 15.00
ELSEWHERE...._ ... ..o o 25,00

SOCTALIST REPUBLIC, 38 Clanawisy
Rand, Killester, Dablin 5.

Greek
Result
Worries
Imperialists

—

ABOY D PASOE leader, papandsecu

Thousands of Greek workers

and youth have taken to the
sbreels Lo celebrate the victory
of Andreas Papandreou's
Socialist Movement {FASDK)

in the general election.

PASCK 1ok sone 47 per gend o

e winte compared 1o 36 per cend Tarn
wemier George Hallis' Mew Denocrscy

The Greek workers certainky had
sommzthing to celebrate, In 1967 the
sy generals cams to power and
denvocracy was only restored in 1974,
Birce that tinee the conservalive New
Demuocracy party has bean in olfice
with 8 humping parlismentary maos-
I

MNATO

But one thing i cérlain: MATO
miilitary bosses won't be rejosging o
PASDOE s v wchary . Becauss parl of
Papamndreou's clecthon campsign wag
his promdee To withdraw from NATO s
militery wing and 1o kigk o the
U5, military bases, just as the
NATO bosses thought they had
‘g ] ot the Mediterranean
coantries with the Torkish milizny
coip!

Fapandreow’s programme included
uther anii-capitialis? measures whizh
won i be 1o the lkmg of the imper-
tulists, He has promised a referendum
i withdrawal from the EEC and

the mationalsaton of certain impor-
Lanl ecurn PrATTTSC AL
Dcads, hanking shipbuildime and

Cerme

ic sectony

He has also promised 1o lower the
viling age troen 2010 1K, and to
carry ot 8 decentralistion «of
peTmen Al administaation,
iimilar 1o that promised by
Mitierrand in France

FRANCE

The wictory of the lefi in the Greek
chections follows switily on the

heels of the French Socialists’
zlection success. Both Socialist
Turties swepl im 10 ollics alter veors
ul comservalivie rule on the basis of

a wideapread desire for radical chonge
and policizs.

The warkers of Europe have triel

the palitics of the conservalive
parties over (he past live yoars and
tound them wunting, Increasmgly
theyv arz locking o the mass workers
|'|:|rli|=.5 Far o relommisl allematme

T Ay S gt o et U, ey A

Reakuns

Nancy:Let Them Eat Bombs

High Livin

By GREG DUFF

@

STOP THE MISSILES

JoBs

] BOMBS

The decizion of LS, President
Reagan to spend 180 billion 1.5
dollars on developing the MX
migsiles and Bl bombers comes
at &"time when 30 million
Americans depending on social
securily are [acing savage cuts

in the system that they depend
on for their existence,

I'n the biggest rally since the great
anti-Vietnzim war valliss of the 19605,
creer 2500000 peaple under the
leadesship of the LA, trade unions,
marched in Washington on September
Foeh to de-noasirate their disconoent:
with Feapan's econoimie pollches,
Thess policies nclude reductions in
Federol aid for health, education,

ok training programimes, bepal
seryicos for Lhe poor amd Faderal
wista noe 10 help low income

people to by Tuel.

In shirp conteast o all these
ERCesEne culs is Keagan's increasesd

e I T SRS L, I

race and his administramoen’s
Inerea sed suppank o the muardering
El Salvador juita

BIG SFENDERS

Lven the International Herald Tribune
of August 1 Tth under the heatding
“Reaganites’ Adiminlstration of
Apsterity 15 Canspicuously Rich in
Big Spenders” the glaring contrs
betweon what Reagan preaches and
Lhe Fife stvle that his pdminiztcarion
haz 15 pobited oot “ln Ronald
Reagan’s Washingion mwany Bepulb-
licans per ter partics six nights g weelk.
They ride about town in chauffewrred
licmoagines and Tee in the mios
xpangive ciiong ol town with
wacatlom horees in Califomin '

Thae LLE. defence secretary Mr
Cagper Weinberger whio has been
hugy roecnily selling Presideni
Reagan’s nuclear sirajepy (o
Amertea’s MATO alliss lves in

a 712000 daollar house with o privaie

canitnasa i g siemel Binass Flsam she skl

Clikers lwe moore than one house,
Treasary Secretary Reagan has home
m Wirginii, Mew Jersey and Florids
Lee Annenhberg, the clilel of protocal,
andd her hushand Walvee, have o siie
at the Wotengate hotel whdch they
share with a maid and a butler; &
manzicn on Philadelphia®s Main Lise,
a chalet in Sun Valbey, ldaho; and a
250 acre deacrt estate im Pafm Springs,
Calitornia.

Meanahile back on the ranch Mancy
Reagan is kesping fer alde up when
st wenl 1 thil pich unemployed
chap's wedding tn Britain. She
arpived with her owvn manicierisd,
Iairdreaser, ourss plus o bost of
ather ckeyrs as well as hunclreds

of thougands of doflars warth of

oW cllery and aboul 20 drezaes
inchuding eight hall govwena.

PEMTHOLUISE

By nw woe bonoan W hine oucr owm
Penthouse O Leziy god his leas from
Whilz cuts in the public sector and
wage (estraint are the order of the
day the Reagans, Tharchers and

thlr mickey mouse shadows like
(FLeary all owver the warld are

lazvinaz a ball!

The privrities of the internafionsl
verking clags are nol newiron bomibs
o7 MY missiles with their 10 nucleas
warheads capable of hitting multiple
tarpets. The world alrendy posseses
et weenpomns with a combined
deslructive capacity more than one
million lirnes that of the bomb
drn:l::._pc::_: om Hiroshirm, | e |Ir|:|;_r]f
I:._'_.' the American waorkme cliss 15
simlar to the sirupgle by the Irisl
workine cliss, Their Tighl i for the
necessbies uf Life
menl, education, health. The mlme
class will always follow in s
shadonwy of its British and LS

PPEETEReEY P ——

lInasing. STngs
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\t SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

¢ PR ES

THE PEOPLES DEMOCRACY
bases itsell on the following
peoints:

Wir sgvee that the centml political
gueestion for the [rsh people is

the political, econoinic and military
domimation of lrekind by mperialism
anil that the central 13k [or the

Iriedy revalution i the sslution of

the national guestion through the
emding of Partition and achievement
of political and economic independ-
derice,

We mre united in our rejection of
the claim that any lasting solution
to the oppression of the Insh people
can be found within a 6 county
framework, and in our rejection «of
amy “right” of the Loyalist eninosity
fo contimse Partitbon,

Aa Marcits we believe thai the

capitalist state musi be smashed
and replaced by 8 workers™ stale and

that only the organised working
clasg can provide the motive force
forr diving this.

We believe that 2 erucial area of
caplialist oppression s women, and
this |5 especially so in lreland, given
the history of clerical power here,
Women ase oppressed a4 5 sex and
even a sucoesaful revolution will
oot sutomateally pusraniee the
limimation of this oppresion. Fo
ks reason, we anconditonally
suppart the right of women 1o
oeganise independently to fght

fiwr their emancipalion

Ax Marxists, we balieve that the
working class has the ability to
spccessiully challenge and defeat
enperialiam, 1 produces the wealth
off society without being able io
conirod or distribuce 4. Tt i poren-
teally stronges than any other class
bezcause of its ability 0o organise on
a'mass base, combining its economis

strength and its strength of oumbers

We accopt that workers have the
rlght to defond themsshes ngainsd
imperinlism. However, we do ot
accepl the ideoligy of militarian
the heliel that anmed groups can
substinete themsetves for the
masses and win freedom for them.

We helieve in the bullding of an
organissd sl expenienced leaderzhip,
irt a Marxit Party based on the
Leninis theory of party organi-
mation: the central Featare of which
is demincratlic cemiralism.

The organisation i internationalist,
It commits itsell 1o holding an
orpanised discusson with representa.
tiwes of the Fourth Tnternatiooal

on the queslion of affilation 1o

the Fourth Inteenational. Members
of the brganisation may hold
individual membership of the
Fourth Inl=rmnticazal,

Britain’s Allies

InThe Unions

We print here a contributbon
from a trade union militant in

the FWUL He lists his experiences

B Eving to raise the H Block

bemper strike within the union.
Mhuck of what be has written
e ey U o de Socraia

[

-

emphasiees the need for anti-
imperialists to organise ingide
mnd budd 2 pobitscal influesce
Wty of fafmsed  worier

ey wrsew mmle g G50 ool
sy iy e rads unkwn
Erwrment g wisale Sl Bt Sctely
mprort S (e demmads of the
e =t H Bocks snd A rmagph

Thr fert thuat the orpanned rade
e ssowerseni Hood on e vde-
ey woas oot becouse there was a
B of mabstantial support sl grass
oty hewel, This support was demo.
Expied repegtedly during the hunger
wrike. There were clomares and walk-
ety im 8ll parts of the conntry as the
cmmpaign [or the five demands gained
mormen fum. Despite scant coverage
| e medin of incidents of industial
weteon and bigsed suppestions thai
what mepport existed was cither
emotional of misguided, many trade
wnEis contmeed tojoin the
campaign on the streets and work
within thelr indivldual wnions

INSIDE THE BRANCHES

i mipport on the streets was at tomes
muwe dramatic and spectaculsr, the
campaign within the unions was no
bews erergetic. And enerpetic it had

o be. Readers who are familisr with
trade union bureaucracy will appreci-
i how difficult it i fo. achicve any
sibstantial changs in 3n orpanization
witich 1 highly centralised and con-
sTValvE.

However, it winld be an aver-simpli-
fication of the problem (o suggest
that the only reason why the trade
union movement failed to comes out
in support of the prisomers waz it
inherent rigidity and its conservalive
mgnlality

SFWP BUILD OBSTACLES

Inn the case of the H Block, &rmagh

campaign there were very powerful

forces within the trade union mowve-
mznt itaell which resisted the moves
to supgart the prisoners,

Theee elermnznts, SFWE and their
poditical co-thinkers, acting on an
individual and group basis, exploited
every opportanity and used every
trick in the book m prevent pressurs
coming up from rank amd Nile workers,

TRADE

An mirTiisy (epiure of they wIs
oy v that whils they tried (o
block metistwes they chow nol 1o
rus the riak o ome ol themebees
= openly sappont the represave
Britiah poicy wiich had incarcerated
the prisonery

Conmimed o they were with thair
o desise (0 appear anti-nationafist
and anti-republican, they siw in the
struggle of the prisoners o major
threat to their credibility a3 a so-
called radical foree — an fmape
which was shattered for many as
they denounced the prisoners as
‘erimimals’ and ‘thups’.

RANK & FILE FIGHT BACKS

Trade unipadsts who supposted the
anti-imperialist strugebs had to con-
fremt thess elements, Motione on

the H Block /A rmugh issus were
usually attacked on the basis thai

the isfue was nol really something
which rade unions shoukl He asaes
cinted with as it could be divisive to
the trude union mosement. For a thme
this sryument had a certain credibilicy,
particularhy for thoss who were not
keenly aware of the fundamental
ssues that were at atake, Oo this

hasis motions were lost or.not dis-
cugsed. This tactic of distancing

ould not go on forewer and as people
becime more amd more sware of

what was happenmg it lost itz lagi-
Llimacy ond its initial appeal.

Thase opposed to discussion now
hegan to change their tacthes. They
atternpied to dizcredit the prisopers’
cimpaign snd Thatcherite argoments
that “criminals are criminals’ bepan
1 Brrserae,

FRISONERS' CASE WINS
SUPPORT

Wheo this argument lost its credibilicy
anicl the prisoners wers seen as having
a “apecial® cise, thers was another:
chimgs in tactics. The proposers of
mertions in suppaort of the prisonars
e came under attack within their
ol s2clioms and branches berors tl:u:}'
they could lsve their woive; heand

it cxecaiive leval whera hare agnin

we faced similarly mothvated resis
lange,

i i =
"r‘ll‘f" "*':.E'-i

EXPERIENCE TEACHES
POLITICAL LESSONS

We gre now only too familiar with
the tactics which were uaed apainst
the campaign, Bui wa learoed to
recogiise The umbemaocratic manoeu-

vees and combal them quite effectively,

This contribaded in oo small way 1o
Buath the campaign and our own
political educaricm,

I was soonetimes sugpested that the
purgase of the mobimn wis Lo gin
publicity and that the proposer had
“ulterbor” motives i pulting the
martion. Many a matsn was losl on
this comnt

Ag the prisoners struegle reached
crigis poind, i bécame clear that the
s was anlemperialism. and any
socialist worthy of the name nowe
clearly knew where they stood,

In some clisarray the socialisl “estab-
lighment® - the Labour Fariy, the
refoomids, SFWP, the two.natiooists
et al, turned o thelr umon mle books,

While dizplaying remarkable adegpt-
ness af raizging points of order,

flill‘iFIE ot poms ruded omt of order. and
generally blockine d'scusion they
also displayed & unity of porpose
wihilch exposed the identity of

their politics 25 mere variations on

an imperialist theme.

Thise whi auppn::rlun:l the ;lr_is.':.m:m
carnpaign had varying degrees of
succass wilhin Lheir Indivilusl unions,
Some were oeerawed by the authoelty
of the estahlislonent and accepted

the *advice’ o remnaln ‘rospectable’

and not ‘divide’ the neovement. Some
al these who fought the “respecability”
tag, foull foul of the 'discrediring” ractic.

Despite thia, panarkable mccesaee
wene achicved

While the trade union mowemcnt
digd not formally unite behind the
5JT||.|:|;|_.|;|E nl the pris,t:-nurs in the

H Blocka and Armagh, sibstantial
mimhers of trade unionists did,

T o dhving thay stuted guite

clearly thar they ntended o e
the working class of this country
unitzd by defeating mmpsorialism, aot
by appeasing it.

PEOPLES DEMOCRACY has
taken a big step forward in
opening a new central office in
Dublin. There are plans afaot
to develop the resources avail-
ahle.

The key aspects of our plans

are the provision of:

% A Book Bervice, stocking

a wide range of socialist and

anti-imperialist literature not

ﬁ-rm.-m] w available in commercial
sk alingps;

® A Library, with n broad

selection of works on hislory,

veopomics and politics;

¥ A Tublic Meeting Room,

where discussions , forums

and socialist education classes

can b held,

Plans for thess piosecte are already
underamy, We have an initisl siock
of material for the Book Service, a
sclection of over 1,000 titles phu
files of numerous papers for Lhe
Library. In addition we will soom
have finalised details Tor the launching
of 2 lames Connolly Society which
will orgamise Tomns addressed by
prominent members of the national
and imiemational sevohetionany
mwernEnt,

We hope Lo bring these plans

Lo fruition by January.

The Financinl omilay will be subacan-
tial, Already we have meet the gurchase
of The leage (£6000 and initial recon-
struction costs (£1, 000 of our new
headguarters lnrpely from contribu-
Hons from our fwn nkembers, This,
plus ouwistanding destz From the
Belfast and Dublin Warth Central
clection compaiygns means that we
miuat book to coer (riends and supporters
i help us finance the next-phase of
development.

Wz aim tooraise £3, 000 by the hew
Yoar. A quartar of this bos besn
pladged by aur own membere, A
furiher guarter has been pledped b
ot sigler nsganciations in other
conn brigy, The remaining £1 .5|:H]‘
we ask our friends to help us with,

Thersare a membar of ways i which

YOU can help:

P looks foreasd to your supgort
for thig project, Donations msy ba
seml boows oo 38 Clanowbey Rd.,
Killester, Dublin 5, 0r giroed directly
mio the Plowpgh Bookseredce Mo, 2
Account, no: 34704751, Bank of
Ireland, O Conmel| Bridee Branch,
Dublin. In the meantime, (7 you have
any sugeestions please contict us al
the abowe address or ring 7445324,

On Oetober 2 1at, af Liberty Hall a
Eoup of journalists me! o disouss
ways to mprove Northern coverage.

The meeting was hard-hitting in
pointing to tle lies and distortions
cornmon in the press o adio and
television during the course of the

H Blisck hunger strike. The Irish
[ndependent won the prize for its
cioverape on the doy of Bobby Sands’
death, " Sands Dead™ sereamesd the
headline, “Others mas! die for fis
aclion”, Inside the article resl, “In
i way Samds s lucky, [ar kit il is

all over.' BTE S “Today Tonighe™ was
slammmied  tor itz adherence to the
fine uf Sirm Fein the Workers Party,
and jourmlists pointed out that i
SFWF had a lne opposed 1o state
repreasion and Parsicion they woneld
isaver be allowed this todal condroal,
Another jourmalist poinied toa
*scoop’ story, she had got, an excio-
sive interview with a released prisoner

Prady {ifnn
4L et
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whis had spoken v Bobby Sands ondy
duys bafore his death. Despiie ity
newpworthiness, this story was
suppressed, and never prinfed.

It wes decided 1o press for the
establishment of codes to govarn the
repewlage of events in the & counties
Lo do gway with the “Cun happy
terrordsts”™ type coverage. A moniton-
ing conmnittes involving the WU
and other uniong in the feld of

Journalizny apd Brosdzasting is (o b

A0T L) O modior TEWT!U%L‘!, imel
altemptad viciimislion of jourmal-
isis w'.illnz:- Lrw 1o give an alernarse
view Fronn that of the statug quo,
Further mesthites ane to be held amd
a critieal look at what Vincent Browng
called “placarary” rather than
investigatary pournakzm in othe
fiekds (sich 2 . woomen's rights,
wearly, strike coverage, elc, b will
E-m: Jak:ﬁ.' s

ROSE O'MAHONEY

T T R e B e
Vayor gets Marching Order

A lew months back, thers was
mueh talk of vaodalism in the
Southill area of Limerick.
Chronic unemployment was
expressing itself in anti-soeial
hehaviour, Various repressive,
solutions were offered — a
Garda station for the area,
bringing hack the birch, vigi-
lants Eroups, ete,

While not pretendiog to otfer a
sxlution that owarcomes all the
consequences of high unemployment,
the Southill Community decided
that a more humans approach was
what was needad. 1t called s special
Public Mzeting 1o discuas the
problem and made partizular efforts
to enaure that the wery Voung
people being elated s ‘vandals
waould attend.

At this meeting, the voung peuple
tagsecd, ama Tn:l_"|||r s, the |_'_||_|E.5|:'i||r|
of Garda harassment, Aller a long
discusglon, a vouth sction commii-
toe was et g, This commmitoes

sichsequently ook az itsma@in pro-

el the repovation of the bocal

Coomnwiily Hall, L2000 weas raised
and backed Iy £300) from Limerick

'l'.'-:&pmutirm, Lhe comrrmilies Lurnesl
thz Hall Inta a virtual palace open 7
nights 3 week for the poath of the

area.

When the job waa complete the local
press were imvited plong to see tha
resualts and take the approprente
phedoegriphs. Abways ooe for being
il the right ploce ol the deht time,
Mayior Tommmy Allen, faresident of
the araa] came along o be in the

pletiures, Unfortonntaly for him,

the youth were intent on ensaring
that no one prabbed the ceadit for
their etfords, ond, in nao uncertain
Yashiom, dold him where to go,

Tronically, Tommy Aflen had, in his
garly doys, helped to build the
Cormmunity Hall but, ali the same,
it i3 Iseartening o see young peaple
refusing to stlow thermselves 1o
hiecorme the Building blocka of a
pofitician’s career, Well done
Southill Youth!




