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WHY SOCIALISTS SHOULD VOTE SINN FEIN

FROM UNITY AT POLLS
TO UNITY IN STRUGGLE

Where we stand

According to the opinion I;ulli and the medin pundits the result of the Westminster
General Election on June 9 s already decided. Thatcher's Tory government will be
returned to office; the unly unknown factor is the size of the majority it will enjoy
in the new parliament.

Opinion polls don't afways get it right but the failure of the Labour Farty o offer
a full-blooded sociakist altemative makes a Tory majority almost inevitable. That's
good news for the capitalist class, for the wealthy, the powerful md the priveleged
The Tory Purty is their party and its job is to ensure that the crisis of the capitalist
system 15 resolved with the least cost and inconvenience to British capitalism. That
means solving the crisis by driving down the living standards and crushing the
democratic rights of working people.

Another term of Tory Government threatens a bleak future for all the non-privel-
eged sections of British sockety. The sitacks of the lust four years will pale i
comparison with Thatcher's plans te sell off the welfare state, strengthen police
powens and make worken' erganisations defenceless. The right-wing parliamentary
leadership of the Labour Perty will do little to oppote these plans.

at & greoter cost than any whete else W}Emﬂr o he i-'l“ﬁl:ﬂ. ECTMHD

field Tary pobicy has boiled down 10 repression. Thatcher, 20,000 jobs
2 year were lost, housing and ﬂﬂm.m to o halt. The
Tories forced 10 young re fighters to starve themmelves to death rather
than grant them basic civil rights. They gave the go-shead to the RUC “shoot-to-kill
policy and the financial bribery of the ‘supergrasses’. They imposed an anwan ted
and unworkable Assembly at Stormont in an attempt to give political cover to

the naked siolence which has characierised their stewardship of British imperialist -
domination i the North. :

The Tories are unrelenting enemics of the Irish people’s right to self-determination.
They ure the historic bedfellows of Ulster Unionism, the allies of all reactionary
forces in Ireland, Back in office the Tores will feed the dynamic towards a restor-
ation of the . gscendency, a dyonmic already present in the Stormaont
Assembly, And, if the Tories were successful with their attacks on the living
standards, the rights and organisations of working p:-uE'Ie in Britain, the drive
towards loyalist rule would become almost unstoppable.

Certainly the parasitic politicians of the 'Forum for a New Ireland’ coald not be
relied an to block such a development, Put up against British imperialism, the
Haugheys, Humes and Fitzgeralds tum into quivering jellics.

There is vne power however that cam nod enly halt Tory plans in treland but also
open the way for overtuming the Tory offensive in Britain itsell. That power 18
the mobilisation of the Irish working class, 3 power that has not yet been felt in
the struggle against British role.

There is only one party in this election that comes anywhere near addressing this

ioipe — SINN FEIN | That's why SOCTALST REPLALIC and PEONMLES

DEMOCRACY urge all our readers and supporters to fight for vetes to be given fo

Simn Fein, We are confident that in this election Sinn Fein will go a long way in

:‘.PIH ing the misrepresentation of nationalist working people by the SDLP and
scrry Fikt.

Rul there are questions that remain unanswered.. Will Sinn Fein translate the
suppor il received at the polls into 2 real movement against the Stormont
Assembly? Will Sirm Fein fight to develop a truly democratic altemative to the
*Forum" chorade? Will Sinn Fein go bevond the rhetoric sboui a Socialist Republic
and the working class and through active involvement in the trade umions and in
warkers Rl.l'qul.rl fight to build n genuine anti-dmperialist leadership for the Irish
working class?

Sinn Fein's absisntionist policy suggests that it hes not quite made op itz collective -
mind on these questions, Should there be o hung pariament 1t Westminater with
Sinn Fein seats holding the balance would Sinn Fein really atlow a Tory Govem- =
ment into power by default? That would certainly mean the death of the solidar-
ity movement in Britain. "
S0 far Sinn Fein has relied on exposing the record of the SDLP end on cloims that
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principles. Faced with the retum of the Tory Government and a rnn:&wd imperial- Amendment Cam PBIQ“ P.HE 8
st offensive the time has long gone by when rhetoric(or exenses) about the armed ! Hlﬂk}' KE"}' F-ﬂgE 3
struggle would do. Nor is it sufficient to offer perennial electioneering ns 2 filler p 2
for the lowspots of IRA activity. The support given o Sinn Fein demomstrates Wﬂgﬂ Flﬂht back age

chenrly that the basis for renewmy the mass struggle to win Irish unity and mde Central American Revolution PE‘UE T

pendence is maturing fxit. Does Sinn Fein dare give a lead?
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The present turmoil in
Parts hey echoey of 1968
end of the student
demonsirations of 973,
Bur there 1 & difference;

By Tony Brown

The mrd:m
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B
L Ii: Tascin ‘m.-
—-:Imv“l1 The overwhetm.
:ﬂmiuﬁr of studenis,
are elther apolitical or
who sympathize with the
left are not on the strests,
The other groups are
mainly middle class, and
they are protesting against
a left g government,
‘-:':’hr h“‘?} “ﬁ“ reached
LRis Et-l!t ¥ does the
fghi wing have the in-
:lhl:h'rr"' answer I;:-s.rim
growing unpopularity

of Mitterrand's austerity
MESEreS, and the
to these of the

l'll-lgnl' left wing parties and

T‘h: problems of Mit-
lerrend are the problems
fﬂﬂ by all left wing :rﬂ-:iulr

governments  who
llh-: their plans serousty,
There is no doobt that t
Mireerrand Emrm:muu:
has achieved  sOme swc-
cesses in the Theld of social
reform,  The retiremend

has been lowered 10

cand the statutory hols
day for workers has becn
mareased 1o five weeks

|.1:'m|_||.'|

But the strategy of the
povernment has heen 1o
iry b0 bear the world
capitalist  récession by
uvErnment spending.

ithout effective control
over the major mono-
polies, and withour effec
tve price control, this has
led o o massive boss of
busipess conlidence and a

Might of capital.

It has meant desiabdl
isation of the franc on the
mlernationm;l Moy

markets. The resall has
been the need (o Introduce
deflationary aisterily
meeasures ke higher taxes
wid @ tough attiimde 40
srikers along wilh wags
resirzint. Unemploymient
still keeps going up.

Support
Mitterand is
rll:l;l albet gr

the Conmunise

and the main trade |.m1cm
federations. Mow Lhe riﬁu
wing has lounched a big
maohbilisatian of the corag-
od small busines penple
and sudents. The passivi
iy of Lthe lefi plavs ioo
thesr handds.

Riots in France

Mitterrand

seige

THE CRS riot police are fighting students in the
Latin Quarter again. There are strikes in the
hosplinls. Many different groups march in the
sireris in protes againsi ihe governmeni.

Among the studenls,
the infiglives of the mght
wing are most sriking
The relarm. of the univer-
Sy admssion s¥siem pro-
e by educalion
minider  Savary  slems
d:rn!lv!-[:lmn the ecoBDMEC
W Pty MOMNTE
sehective BTN, ERd

ability French
capitalizm 1o employ the
member of gradoates being
turned oud,

Protest

Both righl wing and
left wing student unions
ﬂppl:rud the :I'I-'I:B;'il-ll'l:i-. Bt

Lok the m-
1r|it|w::-:rm|:- ilise prages
The Socialist and Com-
murmst  Party  sfudents
organised only a small
token protest. The siiua-
fion. has echoes of Lhe
193 when the fascists in
the Latin Chuanter
demonsiraied agsing 1he
Popular  Front™  govern-
meni,

[t also ‘has nasty
parallets with Chile under
Allende, when the
studenis ;at the Cathofic
Liniversily were able o
ink wup with the copper

r.|III'IEr.i
inabilisation
Allende,
Fascists,

May 1983 will not turn
into o May "68 in reverse.
The bugs majority of the
French workers are not
about 1o be mobilked by
e chic middle class
fascists  Ffrom the law
Taculties. Bt the stuation
i:fﬂ. dire warning for the

L B

Important

Tor s=ize the political
initiative from the right it
i mot enough by 'defend’
the existing government,

It is only be eosuring
that the interesis of the
working class are cham-
pioned. by the lefy, if
necessary against the "Sp.
CF governmeni, can the
offengive of the right wing
and the bosses be checked,

|T B IEB.-.'."[IIIIHEF'.'

naainst
ingpared by the

Since the onset of the
recession in 1979 the level
of consamption m ithe
South hos fallen each vear,
Today , ardinary peo
especinlly urban workers -
are consuming les than
ey were four vears ago,
The basic resson for this

is that take-home wages
have risen bess than
mflation. Worker are sinnp-
by griting poorer =ach veas.

This b niof enough for the
government or the employ-
ers. They are afraid that if
there & any uphirn in the
ecod oy, workars will
demand majer increases in
living stundards to offsct
previous declines, And if
thers B no sconomic up-
gwing .... well then, wages
will jusi have 1o be cut
further stll. 5o the key-
stone of the employers and
EovEFnmEent’s aoonamic
strategy |5t drive down
wape Tiles 25 close a8
possible to subsistence
level,

One of the most ‘original’
features of the Fine Gacl
eloction propramme was a
strategy for attacking wages,
Fitzgerald e out todo
away with ‘incomes pol-
e’ e, Malional Wage
Apcements. Although

W As had helped to keop
wages in check during the
MWs, they ore o looger of
any uge to the employers.
Thee oo tralised natune of -
the apreements did not
sufficlenthy undemiine the
unity and strengtlh of the
trades union movemeni-
Moreover the WWA's forced
the governmeant to geant
bl sector workers
incregias dimilar 1o thoge
obtaingd by private cior
wioTkers, SUCCCsEveE FoveTn-

WAGES -
DEMAND30% - BACK ITUP WITH

STRIKES

megits have been dissatisfed

with thiz becapse they fzel
that, in the absence of
MWA'S, they could foree
public sector workers to
take much Iower wage inc
reases. Private emplovers
lave also been annoged
tecause ‘unnecessarly
high wage incresses in the
public secior have pushed
nrp taxes and influenced
e sector workers
u: d gven grealer
wage increases. Finally,
emplovers also recognized
that teere were many bran-
ches of indusiry, trade and
commeree; where the rece-
ssion had undermined the
confidence of workess s

that very unfavourable wape

deals could be easily push-
ed throtigh,

For the above reasons,

cmployers amd the Coolition
ditched the MWA framework

and opted for decentralised

wige bargaining ie. pickng

ihe workern off factory by
fnctory. The emplovers and
Itictans konow that
induzirial relations” could
plinpe the economy into
chuos a3 & result of this
approach, But they also
ko thaat weorkers have no
political alternacive and 4o

they hope that trades union

wiz will bow mackly to the
ingvitnhle - wage cutal!
It is with this kind of
confidencs that the FLIL
and the Coalition entered
nﬂ'ertngn i m:qn 3 pn\r
pause and 8 3% incroase
therealiar.

The trades union leadarship
Tais Tailed Lo call for amy
fighthack. Unlike previous
wage rounds the 1CTL has
rafrinad froon even recom-
mending a specific pereent-

fipe increase. John Carroll
of the ITGWU came nefres
to miking 8 recommendot-
icn whan héeaid that a
K% imcrease weld mean
a real cur-in vwages of 7%

after tcaton andiinflation

ara faken intlo accoant The
implication is that workers
should demand an absoluie
i ncrease of 175,

Mone of the wage setile-
ments published in April
b the ICTU come nesr
178 Most of the 31
apreemenis have been
aratmd =27, This dis-
crepancy i ooly 1o be ex-
pected given the absence of
aivy clear lead from the
trade union top brass
However, the settlements
fox date indicats an under-
Iving milituncy. Poy pauses
huvee heen réjeciad in the
majority of cases und the
maney terms, thouph in-
adequate, have bean far in
excess of what emplovers
weiouli like,

Mot important of ol the
bl k. of waae agreaments
tir el b have b=en i wmall
workplaces of less than o
hundred wrorkerm. Major
Factorizs and indostrial
branches have vl fo wade
in. The first gigna of a o
menl aminiy, these warkerns
are oow bepinning -
cmicrgs, The 3,000 Es i
workers have lodged 2 229

C Tll'l'l RAE 3 |'I| an notice of

ed by Aor Lingus workers
wheo are also ¢ -onside nng
indigiral aeton. Mean-
while New Ireland und
Stamdard Life insurange
workess have already taken
Indiusiral nction. More
recently workers in Carr-
alls { Dundalk ) and the

Bunk Officials have
glapped in hafty demands.

As the 23rd national pay
round begins o shape up,

“the employers and pollt-

iviuns have cause to ba
concerned. A front

article in the frish T];Ei
4.4.83, summed up the
Coalitions dilemma ;
The Governmeanr clogrly
Jears thay developmenis in
e segtor, whors
baorth ity oo ancd the
FUE's madelines are being
wilefy disregarded, cowld
encalrage public secror
Wearkaes fo stk sinllar

e Fras

In shoet, the overall
effectiveness of governmant
BRI slmrtgr' i @t
rigk. Consecpueently; the
politicians and emplovers
will go all out to defeat the
latest round of pay claims.
Foi this reason, workers
tieed # naliosally co-ordin-
ated: ceniralised respomss,

[rifferend proups of workers
tiphting at the same tlme
bt with owt aey unity
mnickes no sense. Just a5 the
FUE has szt & cormmon gul-
deline for emplovers o the
trades wniona must g2t a
realistic puideline for work-
arg - at least 30%. Boually
impogtant, the unions mus

industrial action to achieve
this demand. Fnally,

the anions should ensure
that the maxiroum munbar
of workers join the fight

ab the same thme 50 48
maximise the presure on
povernment and employers,
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ICTU

STRIKE

BARGAINS
RIGHT TO

elegates o the Adnnual
Conference of the Morthem
Commiitee of the ICTU in
April were stunned by the
revelation that the Mortlern
Ireland Cfficer Terry Carlin
had been jovolved m dis-
cusaions about making the
Morth a ‘strike-frec zone’.

The charge-was levied by
Ines MoCormaick, NLUFPE
regional officer who fodd
the conferenc: that in Jan-
uary The Labowr Belations

Apency hod produced 3
pape:wh'mh propased thal

“in return for wage parity

with Brtain, trade anions
i e Nowth should abamd-
on the dght o strike.

MeCormick quoted from a

confidentiol leter from the

Labour Relations Agency
to- Terry Carlin which said
that Prior had * ded
vary positively and favour-
phly to the agency’s ideas”.

Ad a private conference in

England lnst June - attended
by Garreft Fitzgerald, Lord

Cowrie of the NIO, repre-

wentatives of the US govern-

" ment apd employers md

trade union officials frem
ihe Morth, ther: was ooo-
siderable discussion of (e
possibility of making the
6 Cowinidies ' o strike-free
vone which could be pre-
sented a8 a selling point 1o
outside mvesiment'.

The Ditchley Conference
repord stiles:

"eneral agreement wos the
keynotz of this scasion with
d high degree of conzensus

between those representing
troditionally oppos=d sect-
iong of capital and lebour',

Adorig with NUPE baoth the
ATCEWU and NIPSA have
declared that the rishi io
strike iz non-negotiable.
Trade union nctivists showld
Tight te extend this stance
to all ICTL umions,

Jivhr Magee
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NICKY KELLY CAN
WIN! =

Nicky kelly s om hunger
strike at & time when the
st rjﬂl.l Wirg guvermineni
of recent limds i Eower,

It i3 guite obvions bo Nicky
kelly and (o all those who
support humnn and
democratic rights that a
povernmen | which day
after day tramples on
peoplee rights, will heve
scanl regard fior the plight
of one of iis victims, Micky
cxpects no justice from the
Coalition . His appeal is
piddressod omly b0 Uhose
who gain no berefit from
the repressive policies of
the Coalition. Unly sus-
tained pressure from the
working people of Ireland
can lorce the politicias

hand and save his life.

TEST CASE

Micky's case, now that it is
in the public eye, will
rapldly become & challengs
to the Coalition’s attempt
to revive therr * Law an
Oirder * policies of 1973 77
They are inteni on pushing
through at the behest of
thelr paymasters, the lrish
capitalists and the imperial-
st bacikers , those supterity
policers which will impo -

working peopbe.

coalltion’s only anawer 1o
the deprivation and discon-
tent which it crealed | are
cabls for yet more repressive
lnwes , more gardal and mose
prisoos, Micky s strugphe &5
also a tgst case for all those
who oppose the Coalition.
In the wake of a dafeat,
codlabaraton with Thatcher
miifitary solution to the
Mational Question which
will e further enhanoed
[he arrests and harasament
of anii-imrperialis! ol tmis
will ba stepped up. The
defesnce of the Embassy
Twenty. will be greatly
hampered .

On the other hand. |F udlty
is achieved around Nicky's
case , & breach can be made
in the Coalifion’s repressive
drive and the chances for his
relense greatly Increased.
This culcome would greathy
benefit the Republicim
movement , in the fore-
fromt of this repression, It
would also be in the
interests of the Labour and
Trade Uniop movement Lo
defend Micky, Workers

are alpo-coming into greater
conflict with the ropressine
armi af the Coalition, the
i recen t Exampke being
ihe Ranks case. =,

the horizon.

CAMPAIGN GOALS

The target of the campaigi
is clear. The politi ciana of
all political parties @
respotisible for Micky s
COniinuing imprisaiiinent.
They hold the key tohis
freedom. In aeder o foree
their hand, the campaign
nnast base ifsell on those
who are fighting this-gov-
ermment, Essentinlly, this

15 fhe orpanised working
class. 1t js the working class
whi are sizrting a fghthack
apninst policies which
attack the old, thesick, the
unemploved. It i workers
who will most fully identity
with Micky Kelly's fight
for justice. 1f au.'::'uﬂﬂg.r-:rups
fuil 1o direct thelr efforts
towarids workers who have
already organised, they will
be taking a short cul which
will prowe 1o be the longest
o,

POLITICAL PARTIES

Maximum pressure must

be exerted on the Lahour
conponent of the Coalit-
ion. They have already
edartied contempl from
workers under atiack. Thelr
exposure has made them

arid let them know simply
that enough is enough, They
should be told that they b
have already drapgped the
canse of Tahuurpfﬁarmgh
the mud by their collusion
in shitting the burdens ot
capitalizim’s crigia onto the
hacks of warkin i,
Theey st not Iifﬁmsd
to denigrate any further the
memmory of a man they
claim a5 inspiration. They
must pot be allowed 1o
turmn their backs on a waork-
ing man facing desth
through hudger strike in

Fianna Fail muost not be let
of the ook either. Their
pecudo republicon rhetoric
which fools thousands of
[rish workers must be
challenged. We muat call
Heedr blull. Wods and Winks
such os they pave during the
H Block, are niof goosd
cnough,

WORDS ARE NOT
ENOUGH

The campaign has scored
Bripressive successes i
;a.m.mg suppnﬂ md Spof-

lenders, political leaders and
orgamisations. But words
are not enough at this coe-
clal stage. All thise wha

have indicated their suppost
must take their place oo the
release commitiee or else
mcbitige their esourcas (o
foree Micky's release.

SOCIAL SERVICE CUTS

Social workers in North and
Wesi Bellast have started &
campaign of indusirial acthor
in opposition to cuthacks
being demanded by the
Eastem Health and Social
Bervices Board.

The cuthacks amount to
L300 000, two-thirds of
which is to be found from
the home-help budget - an
essential Efelime for many
elderly and sick people.
Betwesn 100,000 and 125,
000 working hours would
bee loat if the cuiz go ahead.
The balance i o e found
by not replacing socisl work
ers wha leave their posis and
chopping iransport services
to voluntary onmmisetions,

A spokesperson for the
soclal workers' anion, the
Muortlem Ireland Public
Service Alliance said:

“They are hammering ser-
vices in one of the maost
deprived arens of Europe
andl putting lives on the Hne
especially thase of the
elderly and =ick'.

Executive Commilies
member, Joho Meleown
told Foclfalier Repiehbe:
There is o way Hhis cul-
baek will ke fmpiemerod
wihour g fehtbock from
the ety MIPSA are al
Fend ) Fefusing fo calker for
vaoa ! posty and furee bees
shrealened with discipiingry
Jetion by menggement fF
aHE mermber v pictimized,
ihe Bramch fas ggread shar
&Il menebery Wil walked!

Siendlar pction is being
taken by NIPSA members
i East Belfast where e
home-help service is also
under atinck, Delegates
from both these branches
will be seeking suppor! for
thedr action when NIPSA
harbiks its Anpoal Conference
at the beginning of Jane.

@ John D Lomean

Crying
poverty

QUOTE OF THE
“EE:E: Frl:ilﬂ'nll Ameris
can judge fstening io a
plaa  fom  Jehn  De
Lorean's 18 far &
rstuction In his hai bond
bécauwss vy amd |'I|l- |l'|-l-:
Woe  raphrhedly
gling alang on Hﬂm F:
Wik,

The judge's response
was thal 11 E20,0:{00 &
wesk meant Bhat some-
ond was sbout 1o fall Into
financial ruin, than “thers
musl b ihoweands
quaueing up on he edos

LIMERICK FIGHTBACK
S.P.S. WIN INCREASE

Believe il or nol there are

a few people in this counin
who iake Alon Dukes ser-
rously when he talle aboat
ihe nesd For wage restrmint.
Mormal people don’t accepl
that incomes should £l
below prices. This is shown
by the fact thal average
wase incroases negotiated
20 Tar this vesr are over
12% ~ which equoals the
estimated increase in the
curel af Hving fos 1983,
Locally in Limerick, How-
medica has offered 16%
inccepled ), EL 1% (not
mecepied ) and Essllor 14%
{mocepred)

Yet., & 1 sid, there ane
soanie peaple who take
serivously the hairshint pol-
icies of the Coalitien. In-
dividuak of this rare spec-
ics have been discovered in
the Limerick-Clare srea,
Collectively, they are jok-
ingly refemed to as *The
muanapement of 5,015,
Recently, when the time
came around for wige
nepo tiations the company
just disdn’t want to know,

However, 8 workers' sif-in
soon changed their minds
i talks began.

It was then il became chear
thut the managsement had ~
caughi a bad dose of Buke’
disease, Their offer? & 12
months pay pause!!! The
workers prescribed a go-
slow bot thers has been no
real recovery in the man-
agemment s condition. A
second offer of o & months
pity panse and 0 ¥ increas
was followed by a straight
3% offer! il

A svmptom of Dukes’
dlisease {5 an irmutional be-
lief that a combination of
threats, intimidation ad
soff ialk about felbow
employees’ will force work-
ers to accept buttons for
wapes. Also victims of the
disease tend 1o live in the
aust, in the ‘good old non-
unlon days’ md try to sl
accardingly.

However, all is not lost.
The disesse is not incurable
Experience has shown that
unity and determination
among the sorkers ia the

Joe Hurdngron

hest remedy. A taste of
this medicine helped man-
agement b up tielr offer
o 7% from kst Jonuary
md snother 4% feom Sent-
ember. This offer wos

’@e

secepted ona vote of 138
for and 77 apinat — clear
evidence that & complete
recovery will need stronger
medicime from e workers.

VAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
NEW VIDEO

Peoples Democracy has made a video
film with; Padrigin Ni Murchu
{I?W5), Des Bonass and Mattie
Merrigan(AT3"U) and Brendan Kelly
(PD) discussing the recent struggles
of the workers movement and the
nead for political lesdership.

e believe that the time is right
for an open diacusslon in the
workers movement about the need for
a political alternative to the
betrayals of the Labour party =snd
the dead-end reformism of the

Yioricers Party.

This vidaa film is avellable for

hire at & small charge and

Sarves

ag a ugeful introduction to dis-

cusslon.

Contacts

TP pad oo e oo b as

ey SRt Y iy RS TR i b




Sy

i iy - T i
N

————

A " poy =

J’

THE BRITISH
ELECTION ...

Inierest in the British General Election in Treland will
focos sharply on the contest hetween the SOLF

and Sinn Fein for the voles of nationalist working peaple
i the Morth, But a8 John McAnulty explains below

this election is of critical importance for the very survival
of Briti<h capitalism. The central wsue of the clection

is who will pay for the crisis of British imperinfise

the capitalis! class or working people.

CRISIS OF THE CAPITAL-
IST SYSTEM

Britsin & the sick man of
Europe. The profits of Empire
which onece made it the mosd
powerful conntry in the world
scted ns a cushion that
hlunted the pressures to mod-
ernise and change. The profits
of the capitalist cless were
sqpuanndered inoan atiempt o
ape the gentry, Royally and
nobility who still parasitise
on the British working class
pnd in the league of world
powers. The structural
weakness of British copitalism
asd it backwand aod -
moded system of production
were thrown into garing relief
i the recession, Tn weaker
midustries the vicious attackr
on werkers living standards
counld not compensate for

this inherent weakness and
rmy have collapsed.

S0 the erisis todoy & oot
gmply one more round in the
cvele of recessions ltis a

renl struggle for surival for
British capitalism and one of
thve first caswalties has been
the traditional 2-party sysiem.

THE PARTIES

The focus of medin attention
has been the debate in the
Labour Party, but the fact

ig thata fundamental shiff
has already taken place in
the Tory party. The move 1o
ihe right under Thatcherism
has brought to the fore the
meosl extrems elements of
Toryism determined to
inflict & crushing defeat on
the workers,

The situation in the Labour
party Is more complex. The
political weakmess of (he
British labous morement has
been reflected By its dev-
elopment us a party well 1o
the right, even by the cormupl
terms of Buropean Social
Demaoceacy. 1t has never

srayed from the path of
reform, and has frequendy
been willing to attack e
working class in order 1o dei-
end caplialism, Above all, it
has from iis formation heen
i party dedicated to the
defence of imperializm - Koy
Mazon s by o medns al un-
usual tepe in Britigh Lobous

History.

In practize Labour Govern
ments have traditonzly
maoved to the right and nopg- MY el
osition they have chifted to  ly for them, it is precisely
the lefl, The difference this
time i thal the crisis of
capitalism is so deep and

= =F

fundamental that the Labour

aridl brades union leaderships
huve u11[|med gven rhetorical

around the trades unioms and
the Labour party that the
sectiong of the British workin

o PR

class most willmg (o fight
back have organisesd and, al-

though they have not defeat-

vy 1o fhe 1o, Unfortanat- ed o7 'i.'I:I.HJI.L:I-"I'J the ]I'.‘-'Bdﬁﬁhl.[l

they have foreed fmportant
conoessions on policy,

p The rag-tag-ond bobitatl of the

&

SEP-Liberal alllance oim be
digmissed. They haven't been
ahile to fedge the realicy of
the class strugple und thelr
main importance now would

‘be {0 prevent any of the mors

radical Labour policies belng
implersented in a hung parkia-
MEent.

[RELANTY

The Tory manifesio reiterates
their support for continued
repreasion, for the Assembly
{though retaining the formulo
of ‘cross-conmmuRily support’
hefore power i devolved) and
an unconditional puarantee

to unionism thal partition
will b I'|1I]i.1:l|ili.1|&\‘!L

Mow put thal in context:

A new Torv Government in
Eritain would move to dis-
imantle the welifare state,
advance o palicy of nuclear
aggression, cefiralise stals
power, nzzle the wnions,
enish democratic deghis-and
peatly sicengiicn the puweis.
of the police and army. Tis
instinct here is to atep up
repression and re-establish
Unionist ascendaney, but it

it held back by fear of de
stahilising the 26 counties and
opposition in Europe and
Amarica,

However, iF It was to win
wictorles mver its own workers
these considerations would
carry less weight. There & no
dowibe that a 'T‘nr:.- wiciory
wintld bring the spectre of
Stormimi one step nearer.”

o

EDUCATION FOR SOCIALISTS
@ OurView of Elections

——

Why vote in elections? All the vested interests of
saciety; blg business, the media, the pro-capitalist
parties and the churches, have a ready answer.
They say that It's the mainspring ol democracy and
that It I3 through the alectoral process that we can
all control and run ‘our’ society.

Most warkers know instinctively that the s
nonsense and in Ireland its not hard to see why.
Through partition the British are able to
gerrymander the vote, Even then, when the results
don't suit them they can change the rules as they
did following Bobby Sands victory. It is this sart of
analysis that led Republicans to boycott for years
and that evean now leads tham to view elections as
mainly propaganda initiatives subordinate to the
armed struggle.

The sort of class analysls presentad by Karl Marx
gives & more rounded picture. It shows that
partition and the British presance and the lack af
real national Independence prevent a developed
democracy from being established, It also shows
that greater levels of democracy do not jead to
workars power.

The fact is that we llve in 3 sccisety ruled by the
coapitalist class and democracy is the best svatam
of rule for capitalism [ust as feudalism wes the bast
svetem for the kings and nobles who niled before

ensure the obedience of the ruled and armed force
“as a permanent method of control is too unstable,
In any case the capitalists are foo much a mingrity
and modern society too complex farthem to rule
by naked force alone. They need a eystem which
allows workers 1t¢ be représented and to
participate without having power, But as Marx
pointed out the state [z not neutral. Any workers
government thal won an election and then
expected tha capitalist-controllad police and army
to disarm would be in for 8 surprisal [Tha last
Socialist to try this was Salvador Allende of Chile.
The generals assassinated him and tens of
thousands of unarmed workers).

S0 is marxist gnelysis just a mora leng=mindad
way of saying that elections are ussless? No! Wa
mustn't farget that workers fought and died for the
vote and thet the demand for a local Government
vola ‘was an important factor in the early Givil
Rights strugghe. This is becausas these rights-ara
impartant defensive weapons Tor the working
class. & big vole for Labour In Britain won't stop
the capitalist offansive or & vote Tor Sinn Feln halt
the Morthern assembly, but they will give tha
workers time 1o prepare B fightback. Parliaments
give workers representatives 8 chance to confrant
the captilists and use it asa platform to define their
own programme = this is why the Republican
ghatentionist policy s wWrong In regard to

has yel to fully establish itsalf and Nationalist
ahsention can yet bring it dawn). The value of
these demacratic rights is shown mast clearly
during the election itsell. The state farces,
normally ready to drive you off the streets, are
reduced to petty harrasment - they are even
required to provide a free postal service so that you
can send revolutionary  propaganda to the
wiarkers.

How then can alections be used for revolutionary
changel Marx said firmly that the independent
mass organisation of the warkers was key. Anyane
who sees elections as bringlng change by
themselvas is living ina dream-warld but ignoring
them or using them simply as propaganda vehicles
I& |rresponsible. Elections properly used ara a
springboard for organisation and indepandent
action by the working class. The problem is that
only ¢lass-conacious parties of the working class
have the programme to do this effectively. The
guestions posed In bullding such a party ane best
left for another. issue!

Journalist to challenge sectlon 31:

|m the [ast issue of ‘Socialist Republic’ wa reported
anew campaign for presa freedom now | 28 wago
to press, there are reports that RTE jaurnalists will
react to the Government ben on Sinn Faein
candidates.
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A STRAIGHT CLASS BATTLE
IN BRITAIN

BUT WHAT DOES
IT MEAN FOR

IRISH WORKERS ?

LABOUR VICTORY by nationalist voters. Further- Testoration of Stormont
more to preserve the Assembly S4ch & deal would be a mass
Labour policy is worth quoting Labour would need the whole Ve gamble for Maggie Tt

in detail. It supports a poticy  armoury of repressive legislat: would make lreland &

of lrigh unity by consent, but  {on that it has pledped itself  central issue of conflict in
poes On Lo ssy  ‘we respecs to scrap | an active campaign  British class politica for

and support hiowever, the right by the labour movement the first time since the

ONBOARD the Airey Neave  wyii the Election blow up in Maggie's face?

of the Northers [reland people by the lnbour Jeft and 4 united 1920%, lead to word wide

organiation thal has separale ispue, In this rassive demoralisat on

R2 Fergi within he United
Kingdom, althowgh s doves

nof e that Lozt eoders

can fave @ veto on politicel
devetoprrent” 1t goes on o
promize geveral things that
diregtly counter their record

m Governmend | reform of the

Diplock Courts, abolition of

the FTA and Peyment for Debi

Act, the introduction of
shortion legislation 2pd com-
prehensive schools

Apain this has to be put in
cofext. |Laboor pollcy on
unemploymest, welfare rights
defence and nationalization
cul right scross the interests
of the capitaling cles Mamy
clzments in the lesdershin are
R B e
e Wede Toletes 7
will back-track at the first
sign of Oppeoaition.
It will require an sctive
movement of the working
class ofi the sirests and in
- the Factories to prevent
gell-out.

Ireland would bacome an lssue
immediately after the slection

A new Labour Governmeni
would find fiself respoasible
for & partitionist assembly
which contradicts its declar-
ations of support for Irish

unity and the massive rejectior

campaign by anti-imperialisty
in lreland could open the
Wiy 1o @ fnew co-operation

“Don't vote
Sinn Fein™

Flock.

&

protests, and destabilise
and leave politically bank-
rupt the major nationalist

nomminated candidates in
the elections Is Simn Fedn.
It is clear that the besl
hovpe o & real Gghtback
sl tesl On A massive vote
tor their candidates. But
hiowr prapared s Sinn Fein

' 1. politically to lead such a

and bring the lrish ksoe rlp;iﬂ parties both North and

to the heart of the class

siruggles.
DRANGE CARD

There is of course one other
wiiy that the Irish question
could emerpe a5 the major
!.EE:EE. Unionists have already
indicated that tha price of
their support will be fhe

South, But Maggie would
gamhbie a lot fof o furiher

"5 years of power and

woll see un advantage in
sfriking such o Blow against
both the British and 1rish
working classes bafore

thiny had time fo prepare.
SINM FEIM

The only anti-imperialist

tighthack?

" The high level of orgun-

sational activity by the
Fepublicans since the
Assembly elactions masks
the fact thai they have nod
moved forward politically
and may in fact have gone
backwards, Thedr call
immediately afier the lnst
election for & united cam-
paipn agninsd the Stormoni

a | i%%ﬁm. . Idsl'h%"ﬂfd

only discussons aboui
electoral unity have centred
on the SDLP and 1P and
they have ignored the perf-
ectly real possibility of
building an antHmperinlist
elactoral fromt,

Even more disturbing has
been their back-tracking
on the question of militar-
sm. [n the Aszembly elect-
ions the candlidates made
ni sxeret of their support
for the TRA's military atru-
pirle but said that it was 3

i b

election they have linked
the two topether. hideed,

An FhoblachiyRepublican
Mews slates flaily in an
article “The |RA and the
Election® that anly the
IRA canpalgn can dafeat
the British, Electoral work
is reduced to a role of
propagandist suppaort,
The ongoing economic
offensive by imperizflam
has led Sinn Fein to high-
Light social and ecomomic
deprivation, but the heated
debate in their own organ-
isation has remained demd-
locked und fhey have boen
uiable i peodncs 5 prs.
Dworkiiy class
action tu challenge and
defeat these attacks:

We don't rakse these
points in amy 3ectarim
way. Workers should
vole Sintt Fein, but they
ghould do so without
Hhssiems. An unfoundad
beliel that they had a
worked out grograsmne for
the working <lass and fog
masa pobitleal actiom
against British rule and
wollaboration in the 26
countics weould lead to

after the election.

Peoples Democracy
believes that the modive
power for a working olas
vicrory against imperialim
Hes in the independesni
activity of the mass of
workers. A vielury for
the anti-imperialists in
this election would be a
mcrl‘u] bt to the

ilding of siich a move-
ment,

£k, me dind 5 st a bid
PEESIRISIie, AF SooR oF
fhey onwonrced the
clecrion ke sreried digging
el o mieclear skelier | .,

H

'SOCIALIST ACTION - A FIGHTER
FOR IRISH FREEDOM IN BRITAIN

Y STEVE POTTER
SA SindfT member )

Sociallst Action is 0 new
labour movement weekly.
Launched in March, oor
mast immediate objective
i the fight to kick out the
Tory government and
replace it with a Labwr
wovemment commibied fo
wrialist policies

We don'| underestimare
tht problems facing the
Britlsh working class in the
Jbatile spainst the Tories
Ha|_1:r' wiorkers are dissuad-
ed from fighting attacks
iz the unions, um the
welfare services and o
living standards because

of unemployment and the
cowardly role of the right
wing lnbour leaders. But
there s a larpe and militunc
mineeily o the hoor
moesment, @ CRD, 0 the
#omens mwoverment and the

Tories atfacks and against
the sabotage of the leader-»
ghip. Dur puper i addres-
sed to that minority with
the objective of organksing
them as a natbemal current,

That & the importance of
campaipns such 83 Seclnl
vty for a Labour Viciory,

5 campaipn which seeks 1o
link op with all those
fighting the Tories to win
a Lahonir victory, Likewiae
the paper will fight to Bl
the broad left currends
imside the unions tocam-
pdgn apminst ipcomes pokicy
amiid for the dernocratisation
of-the unions. A orucisl part
of ‘this & support {or the
struggle of the nationalis)
populstion spainst Britain’s
oocupation of the Marth.
Our paper will fully report
e anf-inperialist election
canpaipn in e Nueth, An
impaortant parl of this iz
potting ol the views off

the aplidmperialise move
et fothe British laboor
rrvernent, We have pul-
lishad farietfn i eereter e

P supporters in the first 5
imues of our paper. We
believe this is a fandumental
task of our paper. A debate
haz come to the Fore on
Labour's bi-partizan policy
We wimt to make sure tha
thifissue ks put at the centre
centre of duention in the
election campaign

While it iz vital to defeg|
the Tores and Alliance. we
do nat have any iflusiong
about the character of the
oype*of Labour povernment
that wonld come to offios,
But it would be a-mistake
to conclude that the auls
come of the election &
irralevant either for Britizh
of Irish wrorkers, The rermoy
il of Thatcher i igsalf
wislid b w boudy hiowr For
British lmperiabsm, Secon-
dly, the siumerous policy
ping and demociatic re-
torme shithin the Taboar
Party, and the experience
of the Wilson-Callaghan
govarnments means that
the laft will haye an

conferences docizions, ag the
Foot-Healey team wrould,

But the advances of the lefi
have also created an opp-
ortenity 1o lake forwacd
the cause of [rsh self
determination n the labour
movaient, We support the
Labour Commities on
Ireland’s Mitiatives to ruise
the issue of Ireland in the
lobour movernent. That
meang getling ot the
opinicns of elecied
representatives of the
natiofalist population, We
wand to build & Jarge laboir
moreement delagation to
accomnpany Keo Livingstone
oo his next trig to the
Mo th and support camp-
aigns which rake advantage
of existing Labour Party
policy, fot example against

Mastic Bullets.

* fiul ouer medivm tenm

sirarery is o breake Labons
from bispar tisanahip and
toe a policy of Tronps Owtl
Monw, We wan i 1oowin the




Why We Support

A Woman’s

A WOMAN'S BIGHT TW
CHOMSE

In couamiries all over the
woirdd , women are beginn-
ing to challenge thewr cen-
turies old oppresion, with
the growth of the women's
fiberatien movenent, amd
the organisation of cam-
paigns 0 overcome the
discrimination which
wioanen face. The struggle
for contrid over their fertil-
ity has often been a key
maue for i Ao capitaks
country do women hne the
right 10 regulate their repro-
duction as they  wish
through free contraception,
shortion ad stenlsation
on demond. The reasons
for this are Found if we
consider the nature of
WOMED 5 oppression ander
capitalist society.

Female oppression originat-
e during the transl tion
from pre-class to class soc-
iety, with the development
of the patriarchal family,

In order to protect private
propeciy and [t inher@nee
frowm ome peneration (o the
nexl it was necessary to
subjugate women as a 30X
wia the family structure. The
conirod of female sexuality
and itz inevltable concomii-
ant in those -;]:rg,-'a e Qo
duction = wig & featare of
carly clasa society which
MU rETEETs ||:r'|p||rt:lr1[
prop in the capifalist system
This ls reNected in the exist-

erice toduy of abortion laws
as the visible Instrement of
this special chivracteristic of
Winen s ogpreasion. Twent
ieth ceptury wornen in ihe
st welvanced couniries
hove the night io vole.
chooge 3 hashand, work
where I"|!_'_'_.' wish Iruvel
ntome, divorce, control their
own finances etc. Bui they
do not hove the fundmmen -
al right 1o comr their own
hadias.

The comiel of famde Feri-
ity was mot taken pway
fromr wonsen overmight. It
imvalved 3 loatg and Blongdy
sirugele with the combined
weight of the church and
the state as the main profag-
miilais. Tn the early years
after its eatablishment, the
church allowed abortion up
to ‘ensoulment” — following
the somewhat whimsical
promouncement of Aristotle

that male foetuses received
& aoul at 40 dayvs and female
at B0 days after conception.
Pope Gration declared thai:
He b med @ e erer whie
fimgs abouit ar aborfion be-
Jore the soul ivdn the by,
Church docirine subsequent-
Iy chanped, abortion was
outlewed and the church
hardened its position 1o the
inal sanction in 1917 - ex-
communication of the win-
an and all her accomplices
iany millions of women
have died over the centurizs
us the church ond state used

HOMEN'S CONFERENCE 1953

Experiences
of Women
in Ireland

vomen's conference 198% at the
Cresgent Arfts cahire,

Boad,; Belfast.

Sunday l8th/19th June.

£2=00 waged

Trache facilitles.

Imiveratty |
Saturday and

El=-00 unwapged

SUBS
socialist republic

12 igsuea £4.50p
12 ig=sues £6,50p

I

TES

ﬁig ht to Choose

Tinki

their representutivea to inii-
e wikch-hunis apainsi
women whose "crimes” -
cluded praciising abortion,
giving advice on contracept-
iofi, uging Jrops tooaid deliv-
ory and other practices re-
lated to female reproduct-
pom. 1t vook several hundeed
YE3rS 1o slamp owt the
knowledge, the medicines,
cusboms and organisation ol
women heglers, and Lo pul
the comirol of fertility into
the hands of the sate. Sino
then. the siate has exercised
thiis wontrod dhrasgh s con-
bination of voercion and
ideciogical conditioning.

[he e of control is
central bocause conirot 15 =
the cyrpersione of class
rade, throwgh the agency of
the atate,

In sowme circumstances, the
state witl use this controf

for clistourage pregnancy
and cleildbirth when i 5 in
the interesis of the Tuling
clas 1o do s In Puerio
Rico for example, the
powerraen hid & plan to
expand tourEm and develop
o petrochemicals ndustry.
The only oharacle stinding
i its wuy in developing thiz
new source of profits for
capitalism was that the
regions lended 1o be over-
ppulated. The answer ol
ooiirRe s 1o opon upa
contracepion, abartion and
sterilization centres and iy

TIreland:
Tlaewharse:

Hame--iillil
Add-esBecanns

fﬂuntrﬂaanquq

s h @4 & Fa e =s

=g = @ & F FREES

a & h & %0 =ma

L B RN B

LI U

& F B

to persuade men and
wiomen to lake advantags
of them. Such manieyies
hawe nothing in commaon
with the demand for the
aght of women to contral
their fertility, even though

S

the facilifies may have been
mude svailable by the state

Fven when Liws governing
ahartion am intreduced or
amended on more “hisman-
itarian’ prounds, the state

|
|
|
|

R i s D D P N B TR e e e W R H

o

retains conirol. For examp-
le, tha 1967 Abortion Act
in Britain was one of the
st ‘Hberal' laws of the
time, bl even then, thera
was pever any doobt owver
who would contiol the

. AT S
'frf“HPH L]

e

decision on aborlion. Two
dogtors must gve their
permission for abortion,
based on medical, psycho-
Togical and social consider-
ations. And even these legal
grounds For abor Hon an
povernied Ty the overriding
sssumption that the nonm
for o healthy, woll-adjustad
woman 18 motherhood. A
wornan musl plead that she
i sewnehow unfit for this
rede I she s to gt an abort-
fon unsder the Act.

Women's right to control
their own bodies was osurp-
el by the siade in order o
preserve the material and
ideological props of chuss
rile, The struggle 1o win
back for women this righl
to gemnirol theds own fertil-
ey cannod be won withoit
taking on the state, the
church, the needical pro-
(egsion, anil the many othé
represen Lafives of & system
of class rule, That's the
crucial und cendral lesson
ol il e aml mr 4oy adoe e

Feminist
Notes

FREMNCH OUTLAW
SEXISM

Articles, pictures, adverts
of television progronines
ﬁa‘;n}nr-;qmn in @ abe-
pradding light became illepal
pnder & new [aw introdoced
by the Socialist Partyin
France during March.
ffeniders are Huble (o o
fime of etween L2000 and
E30,000 aned up to a year's
imprisonmeni.

The law bans any act Hable
to kead o "dscrmination,
hatred, violence, civil wronp
of lilsel” on the prounds of
the sex of an mdividual or
DFOUR.

Y

EQUAL PAY?

According tu the Internat-
ional Labour Crganisntion
the gap betwesn male and
femnle camings & widesing.
The ILO Year Book of
Lahoor Stafistics reports
that in Britain between
1977 and 1981 the average
earmings of women fell from
TLY b 62,5 per cent of
e s,

In South Korea in 1981
winmen cngaped in non-
agricoliural work eamed
anly 44.8% of male wages.

¥omen workers in Seeden

and A i seem by du
best gerting 90.1 ond 86.2
per cent of male avernge
CUTIIS,

WOMENS RIGHT T
WORK UNDER ATTACK

*Hugh Coveney, Fine Gael
T.Tx amed Locd Maoyor of
Cork is very comcerned
about unemployment, or
{50 he would have us beliove:
But his solution is emigrat-
ion and. wait for it — one
family, one job. He's con-
cerned about *2 var, 4 jobs
families® next door to
families of unemploved.

Covensay 's proposals are a
recipe for pading rmaried
womer -out of the work:
force. Ag women's jobs ara
declining in pimber, there
is mo telling where Coveney
plans might end,

Coveney s mnwl incoine
amuorils to aroand [E3 8,
OO0 per anmans. Our Cosk
correapondent iels us that
diown that way the gquestion
everyonc is ssking is: “The
2oear, 4 fob family — fhe
M woulds 't be Covsrney
warkeld L

f
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| ‘A performance’, that wils
how Micaraguan Foreign

| Minister, Rev. Miguel

| DFEscotn described Roaald

| Reagan’s address to the

| joint session of Congress in

Washington, on Wed, Apnl

27th 1963, Reagan atincked

| the popular pesistance fo

oppression in Central Amer-

ica, aiming in particalar at

Nicaragus, Grennda and

| Cuba. In making wild

nllegations about many

foreign troops in Nicaragua

hie even chuimed that Nicar

agua (populstion 2.9 mill-

ion ) was threatening LS

security.

‘We don 't hawe any foreign
frocps in Nicerepus', replied
[VEscotn, ‘Mr Reagan was
Wing and ke knew he was
fving,

But 2 weeks afier Reagan's
speech, Washingion further
tightened the économic
serews agabnsl Micaragua

by cutting its sugar quola

o the LIS by 96 Like the
danders and the military
attacks this action wasa fur-
thet atiempl o destabilize

| the Sandinista Givernmen L

A performance and & fbe

| Beagan's speech may have be
been but il gave & grean Lght
to the counterrevolutiomary

 forces ¢oomtras b enegeed in
destabilisation efforts againsi
the wimkers and pegzan tx pov
et of MNicarspus. Witha

| & week reporis emerged tha
8 further 200 contras had
mvaded Micaragus, this mes
under cover of an artillery

| barrage ]prm'i-lcdby the

| pro<lls Hondoran srmy, This
sequence of events Followad
the pattem of tha undeclarsd

NICARAGUA
OPPOSITION GROWS
| TO U.S. WAR

U5 war agaimst Micaragua.
that has gone on for over 2
years | slander and lies from
Washington, dollars from the
Pentagon and CLA o ithe
coniras and siepped up milit-
&y and SCONOMIC Pressures
irom both the contras and
their US backers. Only by
relying oo their mass support
and on mass mobilisaton in-
cliding organisation of a
peoples militia, hove the San-
dinistas been able to hold
back the US pressure.

And in spite of the contras
attacks the Sandinista forces
have scoged & number of
erilifary successes, routing

a number of contra bands

in early May.

But 8 crucial factor in shaping
LIS policy 18 shown by the
fact that Reagan had to give
hiz performance in Conpgress
in the first place. There are
open divisions among the U5
rulers ower the best way to rall
back the Central American
revolution, Unlike the sit-
wation in the 9605, the US
cannot simply sewd in the
Marines a3 they did in the
Deminfcan Republic im 965,
Today there's widespread
opposition among LS
workers and youth to any
thought of direct 115 mifl-
{tary intervention in

Ceniral America. This is the
so-called *Fietram
srmdrome” thal 50 wormies
the Washington stralegsis,

And this = shown Mot
Eaphically by the recent
call by the AFL-CI0 - the
US trade undon congroms -
fox an end o US military
md peoromic aid 1o the
gznocidal Salvadorean
government, During tha
Vietmam War the ||g}|g.-.-irlg
bzadar of the AFLCIO,

Coorge Meaney, backed

the LS war 1o the hilt, | | B

Mow under pressure from
LIS workers the AFL/CIO
has had i distance itself

fromn Respan,

This iz why the Democratic
Party also fear that the
Resgan Adminisiration
can’'t defeat the Micarapuan
workers and peasants, The
reaponge of the Heagan
adminlstration has been
myore Hes about Nicardgoa.
Thius on the UN Security
Council on May 9th,

LIS representative Mrs
Jeanne Kirkpatrick claimed
that the contras have pop-
ular su { in Micaragua.
This allegation was casily
angwered by "-rh:ngu.n
Foreign Mintster d Eacoln.
Indeed TV sudiences the J
witld over have ssen who

the conftras readly are - |
ex-members of ousted dic-
tator Somoza’s National
Guard, responsible for the
daughter of thousands of
Micgraguans. And those aud
iences have also seen clearly
who the mpporters of these
con tras are - the US Govern-
ment end their Homduran
allies.

But the campaign goes on
myil the stakes are high.
The recent siceesslu
efforts by LS businass
intereses in Ireland in
watering doen the D
Roasa/ Aqdrews Dall
resolution critical of LIS
Central Amencan policy
#hows how high the siakes

sre. For lrish socialisis,
republicens end trodes
unionisia therefore, the
task of the day & clear-

wa st mobles to defenid
the Micraguan revalution.

CIARAN MacNAMEE |
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EL SALVADOR
D GOVERNMENT

CONTINUES TO CRUMBLE

In-eurly April the Salvad-
urean revolutionary move-
meent suflered o cruel blow
with the assassination of
Melids Anaya Mantes and
the suicide of Salvador
Cayetano Carpio, 2 of the
ceatrml leaders of the
Peoples Liberation Forces
(FPL} & component org-
misation of the Faribundoe
Marti Batsonal Liberstion
Front (FMLN).

Anaya Marbes, Comman der
Aavn Muria, was mordered
on April &th in Managua,
capital of Micaraguw, while
Cayetano Carpio, Comim-
ander Mareial, founder and
lender of the FPL., commiit
ed rueicide on hearing that
the amsassination of Afi
Maria Ivad been orpunised
Ty e i divicdual srhho weas

part of the central comme-
and af the FPIL-

The Micaraguan Ministry of
the Interior podnted out on
Aprl 2th ; Our imeeriie-
dtionr fnaicete that fhese
ey are o resul

e eneny aormity, ohardck
ersfle of the [8A, CFA.

Cayetano Carpio and Anays
Martos, were ouwtstanding
revolutiona  fighlers wha
drew the lessons of Salvad-
orean history, especially

the upriaing of 1932-33 und
its bloody defeat, and of the
international class strogele
after the Cuban Revolution.
Thiege feaders drew profoun-
dly revolutionary conchus-
ions which led o Cayetano
Carplods rejection of the Hne
of the Salsadarean Cosmim-

unidse Party (of which he eas
the General Secretary) and
to his forming the FEL in
170 although this was nod
made public for a further

2 years,

Although the deaths of the

2 main commandars of
"the FMLM is undonbredly

a‘blovr, the Sabradorean
revalutionizes hae
responded by affirming
their revelutionary determ-
inatlan, We declwe, fhet
i spite af the gricl tha
feizer wa, we will renain
Jiren i sprugrle, and et
ROTRITE @i ro-one o
sep the revidufioRaey
advanes of o peapls,
declarad the FMTN and the
Revolulionary Democratic
Fromd on April 20,

Their atrugele poes oo

IFY0U ARE INTERESTED | W BINING THE PEQPLES DEMOCRACY
AMD FIGHTING FOR A SOCIALEST 37 COUNTY REPUBLIC, FILL

I THE FORM BELOW AND SEMD T TO:

G, avoca park,

connolly hookshop,

Q08 Mon trewll, Fromoe,

.helfast.
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ALSD AVAILABLE FROM:

Dubli - 38 Clanawley Road, Dublin
Belfxst - Horizon Bookshop,

Avoca Park, Andersonstown

Juest Books, 5 Winetavern Street.
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t SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

RPapaer of PEOPLES CEMNMOCRALY

Wages, PRSI, Closures .
National
Fight Back

Needed

The messive demonstrations ‘Waterford Glass, the Aer
involving almost a quarter Lingus workers on May Fth
of a million workers on and the CIE trade unloniste
April 13th marked a new on May 1l6th through thelr
determination amongst work- actions have provided &

ing people that they will gharp contrast to the

not be forced to pay for inpetivity of the ICTU

the mese of the Irish econ- leadership.

omy created by the bossen
and their politicians. The
most popular demand at all
the marches and ralliles
summed up this determination
wMAKE THE RICH PAYTI®

The Tax campalgn is not
the only one that workers
have taken up the cudgels
on. Tens of thousande of
workere have broken thrﬂughi
the Government//employer |
The April 13th protests pay peuse and workforces
were guite different to the sll over the country are
big PAYE marches of a few lining up to fellew through
years back. There was no the breach. But here too,
carnival atmospherse, just the unlon leaders have

a mood of militant anger. refused to provide real

Nor wias there much patience guidelines for battle wilth
with those trade union the bossea.

leaders who rhetorically
denounced the Coalition

ith unemployment pushing
but refused to map out a towards the 200,000 mark
gtrategy for defeating its the fight against job loeses
attacks on living atandards.is being led by 600 workers
The greatest reception was - mainly ITGWU members)-
regarved for thoes like who are occupying their

Matt Merrigan who pulled workplaces; Ranke flour

no punches, calling for a Mills im Dublin and Limer-
stepping up of industrial 1ck, Kingdom Tubes in Trales
pction rolling on to =& Interten in Ennle and
general strike. Carrigaline Fottery in Cork.
It is these workers who are
the frontline leaders in the
fight to defend jobs and
living standards - not the
so-called leaders of the
ICTU,

The ang ry determinatien

to fight back shown on
April 13th haes been con-
firmed gince, Desplte the
,ascandalous lack of leader
ghip from the ICTU and most
major trade unlons the tax
protest has refused to dle
down. The workers at

The willingness of working
people to fight back that
ig developing must not be

,oational fightback against

. - Unite the Struggles!

Mait Merrigan - ' Need for cffective action.™
—. g

wasted by failing to 1link etic and prolonged. HMHerr-
up these struggles on diff- igan called for & review of
erent fronts inte a united the linke between the trade
union movement and the

the coallition's austerity Labour party and for the
HRRSLTE R opening up of a discussion
within the worker's move-
ment on how to forge &
szenuine political repras-
entation for working
peoplea.

Efforte to organise a con-
ference to launch such =
national fightback are
already underway. But to
be successful the workers
who are providing the lead- Ipn the next issus of

ership in the tax battlas, s0CcIALIST REPUBLIC,

the fight for decent Feoples Democracy will be
wages and the defence of gpelling out its own views
jobs must be brought to- on thie vital questlon,
gether to hammer out a wlll examine the origins

and history of the Labour
Party and =at cut the gaTt
of political programme
¥hen Matt Merrigan lambasted that a genuine worker's
the role of labour Ministers party in Ireland could

in the Coalition at the tax defend.

march in Dublin on Aprdl 13,
the applauese was enthusia-

pational strategy on all
thes lesues.

Ton't mies 1tl

Anti-Amendment Campaign A LAST CHANCE TO ..

UNITE AND FHIGHT THE ABORTION AMENDMENT

It now seems inevitabie thel the referendum on the Constitutional amandmeant
fo oufiaw abortion will be held later this maonth. The people of the 26 counltias
will be compelled fo vole on an amendment lo the constitution thal opinion
polls suggest the majorily of them don't want, balisve to be a major source of
division in irish sociely and a monumanial waste of resources.

The forcas behind the ameandmeantl, the
so-Ccalled pro-life brigade are wholly
unrepresentative of the Irish people,
Thay are the most reactionary layer of
Irish zociety - religious and moral
fantatics who are pro-reprassion and
anti - democmatic, pro - the daath
penalty and anti-welfare, pro - the
sirikebreaker and anti-trade unions.

As the real nature of the Amendment's
backers has been exposed over the
past few months, those politicians who
pratend to Tiberalism' have tried to take
their distance. This s what the
contortions of Fine Gael - the original

authors of the Fianna Fall wording - .
has been about. The PLAC, SPUC and

the ether right wing groups thresten to
blow the cover off Garrett's crusades to
‘modernise’ Ireland by bullding a truly
pluralist soclety.

But the 'geod doctor Fitzgerald was
glready committed and despite his
professed ebhorrence of this
‘sactarilan’ amendment when the
opportunity to sink it presanted itself
first in the Dail and then in the Seanad
Fine Gael abstained and lat it pass.

Indeed, those members of Fine Gael

\Fitzgerald will losa no sleep over the

amendment. It would ba an enormous
task to stop them. But it can still ba
done though only if the Anti-
amendment campaign shows a greater
dagres of urgency and determination.
If the case against the PLAC is got
across then they will be deleated.
This is tha lesson of the support which
has already been won. & big drive into
the frede umions and working class
communities would mobilise a
tremandous response.

Tima iz short. But it is still time enough
to turn the apparent success of these
fanatics into thalr rout,

who had swaliowed all the guff about
Garrett's crusade and continued to
opposa the amendment received no
support from the 'doctor’ whan they
ware subjected to a vile campaign of
abuse and intimidation,

passing of the Fianna Fail amendment.
In the present crisis of Irish capitalism
the Coalitlion hes no option but to
maintain cordlal relations with these
reactionary forces. Fitzgerakd will have
no qualms about axploiting the
opening presented by the Amendment
as a starting point for more attacks on
women's right and the righls of
working peopla in general.

In the last few remaining weeks before
the referendum the right wing will be
going all out to intimidate and cajole
the Irish paople into voling _fl::r the

* Build & mass campaign an the streats.
* Make g big push o gef aciive suppart
in the Irades unions and working claas
qisfricls.

* Press anfi-imperialis! organisations
like Sinn Fein to transfarm thair policy
of oppogition fo the amendmant into
achivity alongaide the campaign.




