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TORIES OUT
NORTH AND

SOUTH!

The Tories of Westrinster, Stormont and
Lenster Houss are moving apidly powards

a “‘palitical solution™ to the Six Co. crisis,

But belore such & compromise can be agreed
upon the TRA must be detached from its po-
pulsr support and defeated, Ax its contri
botion the Frona Fall Government is peliing
ready to clamp down on the Republican Move-
m=nt in the South

The F.F. Ard Feis put the matter beyond all
qucniqn_ The threal to return certaln peopbs
for trial, to plaee reatriction on bail, and to

e military courls and mternment as g lagt
resort’™ 15 the first stage in this attack. Ones

the =il of public opmion has bean gaftened

the government will dig in,

Already, almost without notice, the uwe of
the Qffences Agsinst [he State Acr s beung
increasingly weed. Early in January Gardui
raided the Sinn Fedn Offices In Gardoer Place.
Six Provisionals were amesied ander Section
21 and more recently we are witnessing a
syetematic conntrywide campaign of arrest
and harpasgment of members of the Offical
Republican Movement,

COLLABORATION

It is hediceous for the government Do claim
that this last action was carmed out m view

of the Aldershot explosion. In the ight of
muny recent speeches and statemants such a
move was to be expected. Al thai wias re-
quired wag a pretext, and like the hypocrites
that they are, they seized on Aldershot, Mo,
it was not a revalsion st Aldershot bot part of
the Tary-FF pian which dictated thiz action.

NORTH AND SOUTH

This brings home, once more the vital aeed to
link the struggle Morth and South, The illu-
sion gtill exists in some places, especiully among
the Provisionals, that 2s long as the Free State
Government is not bothered it will retum the
favoier. This is an attitude on the one hand
which refuses Lo draw any leasons from history,
It forgets about the behaviour of the Finnoa
Fail regime durinig the 1956-62 campalgn,
during the Forties and the Thirties. On the
other hand, it Tails b understand what makes
the Free State mowe | i.e,, the money strings
manipulated at West pinster by Ted Heath,
Fianna Fail and the social forces which hack it
are o depéndent on British capital that they
have become the agents of Britlsh pollcy in
freland. Consequently, any fight agoinst Bri-
tish imperiatism must autematically beeome

g fight not only against the Unioniss bul also
againat Flanna Fail,

SOLIDARITY

Al the moment the Unienists and Fianna Fall
have already joined Forces in a joint campaign
of repregsion. Socialicts and Republicans are
now obliged to unite and fight back. The strug-
gle must berexienided into the South; a cam-
F'ii-l:ﬂ toexpose the Fianna Fail quislings s &
precondition for sding the pecple in the North
and defeating British Imperialiam.

THE ALDERSHOT EXPLOSION

In recent weeks we have seen the Fianna Fail government begin
to use the notorious Offences against the State Act. The Aldershot explosion

is supposed to be the excuse.
A political analysis of the incident is therefore necessary:

The responsibility for the bomb attack on
the officers’ headguarters at Aldershot has
been accepted by the Official IRA_ 1T was
an ot of milifary retaliation for the cold-
blooded murder of thirteen unarmed
dviliang in Derry on Bloody Sunday.
Tragically five women workers were inady-
erfantly kilked. This tragedy has been
cyiically seized upon by the Tory povl and
Union Juck Lynch o whip upa nawseating
shiow of hypocrisy. With the hysterna
induced tlere s great danger that the real
issnes will be obscured,

The explosion has to be seen againat the
backpround of Derry. There the Britigh
army callously opened fire on o large crowd

of peaceful ciwligns killing thirteen of them.

After the incidents hoth ithe British govern-
ment and its army remain both unrepentant
atd sell-rightenus, Aldershot was an atlack
om0 maliery farges, a specific one at that;
the quarters of the officer corps of the
Parachute regiment. After the attack, the
IRA regretted the deaths of the civiliana and

made it clear that it was 3 specific pot of
refalintion and sul o prelude (o a moss
bombing campaign. A technical ermor
the bomb exploding at the wrong time—
led to a tragic mistake.

Every zecialist and republican sincerely
regrets Lthe death of the five women
cleaners. The concern and the “'regret”

of the British povernment stands In sharp
cantrast to its actual record. It is g
grvermiment with centuries of blood

ofl its hands not only in lreland, bt also

in Cypries, Aden, Africs and numserous
parts of Azia. [t hos oo regrets about its ewm
st or about ity present belaviowr in the
Six Connties. 1t has ne conoer Tor the
socia] conditions under which the women
cleaners hawe to work or for the campaigns
the women cleaners have waped throughout
Bhitain to better their living conditions,
Their sympathy i3 simply cant, which the
British ruling class has perfected to the
level of a fine arf and in which they
specialise.

Equally hypocritical is the sympathy aof
Union Jack Lynch. For him it was simply
um appuriunity to hargs republicans—a
campaign on which he bnd embarked i
the Fionnos Fail Ard Fheis before the
Aldershot explosion.

The Repoblican movement naow stincls ai
the crossroads. As the mass defense of the
Mationalist communities it is the only ferce
standing between them and military rep-
ression. Its foture, the course it now lakes
amdd the Tuture of the Irish Revelution are
fundsmentally linked, By its chodce of target
it shows clearly that it knows who the
eieemny of the Irish people is: not the British
working class, not even rhe misguided and
bigoted British aoldiers, but the British
rufing cliss and its officer caste, Inthe past,
it has showm itself capable of making a
bulngee dveet of its military strugsles. 1

can do so again,

g Forward!



EDITORIAL.

THE REVOLUTIONARY
MARXIST GROUP

neEre is an anecdote oy the ramons Bk —

bstoy which Lenin liked tof recs

£ that it may help our readers uned=r

whatl all the *inlighling’” on the --I| 1
[he story is as follows: There once was

mafn who sl on Lthe loolpath, At

T 'l\.."\.}- saw hi

distance

Juldling

a4 ".'::\.I':.::- prasumed 1 hial he was inzsans

Bui when they came closer they ssw fhat he
shaiperning a knife

T WEVINE AN gl

wow the moral of Ths story applies 1O Dhe
When vou are al a distance voo think that we
have all pone mad; vou are unable To e any
mense mnthe faction ligh s and splite. Bt if
wou get choser vou will realize that in fact we
are sharpening 8 weapon, mamely our under-
sianding, Withouol this sharpening we can
never grasp whinl the real needs and agpira-
fioms of the working class are

Well a lod of knife sharpening has gone on
mithin the Young Socialists lately The gues
I § under discussion wene very importani
i~ the intemational and naticnal qLEsiion
ol leadershap, T wo major
factions. the Left opposition and the
ok a W
s saues while @ wction e 0T

mained newtral

BE e probien
g
irkers Hepauhl ook shape araond

BEaTisatLon

INTERNATIONAL QUESTHIMN

Basscally we in the loft oppositon diffemd

| Il'l-H on o internationalam. As

Muruists we recognise Lt in the epoch af
piermaisonal imperialist sggression that 0 is
mpomiitie (o7 o revolulionary groop o dewe]

pedheT politically or CITRRM ISR

e, Soch development car
errmglioasl collshomation. A% 8 first step 6
i @eecion we sdvocaled support [or 1he
I'Mlthlulnm!um.lh he Waorld Party for
Socalisl Hewolulion)

nally i isasle-

only come Lhrough

Is =n aticmps 10 block Chis inlemalion
e l‘ll-H..l ndemeed the F.1. &
mAd aabied for cooperal o willy 20t
loreds wilch rethdned [rie Lo The ™ag

I Trotkyism. It vwas mtimated that i

fordes were compiomidd mamly by the so-

THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

i feet fre

called International Commitiee, 3 small s=
terinn- splinter proup which split fromm the F.L
ind whiel in tuen, has i@sell deoded! The
poilitics of I'|-~fr ganizafion are pariicularly
seandalouws. Theor refusel fo solidarise with
e Vieinnmess. Cu HEML, OF Algerian Kevolu-
hons runs directly counter o thewr much
vaunted imternalionalism. In Ireland for
example, they refuse [o
rviHiitien and déncunced the | 0 A, a1
middbe class lemrorisis’ They counlerposs
i the sirapple of ihe |RA the struggle sgainst
i BHratain!!

SU PP Qe B krmad

thne 1afes

On the other hand, not only does the F. 1,

s ppod T il corlondal revodaiuns et actively
parlicipates in them; often with great losses.
Oinly recently, in Bolivia 40 members of Lhe
Hevolutionary Workers Party [ Bolivian sec
liwon al The F. |.b were massacred ina night-
wing coug. Om the |rish guesiion they whole
leariedly support the national revolution sod
have crganised many demonsd ralions arounil
the world in solidarity with the IRA,

For internmationalists opd revolutionaries the
chaice s gn obvious one,

THE WATIONAL QUESTION

Apam we disupreed with the LWE on the
fundamental impostance of the nationul
strigele, The LWR sees the national guestbon
a3 8 hindranoe 1o pure class struggle, whils we

e it 0% parr of The clas strupgle.

Becaine Lhe national question was nof solved,
Britmh impetiabism hindered the economic
atvwriopmeni of Ireland, with the resull (hat
Enerafions of vl workesy have been sub
rected 1o unemploymenl, ¢ mugration, and a
gnetal meagrd rxislenoe. [0 mality, the
nateonal sirugghe (herelore s class struggle
I'hat is why Ireland's greatest Mar xist, James
Comnelly = d =T herich working Clazstelione
remains 85 the incoruptible inheritor of the
fight for ifreedom in ireland™, [Meedless ja
=y 2 punhication of the Intermotional
Commiiter ks denouneed Connolly as 3
bourgenis nationalist™ and a ““Hacisetr )
From Lhe LWR s incorreet attitude to the
mabional question flows theo childish approa

nowrfea o i Parts e solidarity wilth the

¥ Mfr ThimES

TeUs LIS u“v
iML i

to Bepublicaniam, Iostead of & wrioesan
Iysas and fraternal dialopue thev prefer de-
rinuncinlions and rame calling, Ta the long
run the are Lse IIL-.' alles which the relar
mist lendershipol the Eepublican Moveinenr
s,
REYOLUTIONARY LEADERSHIP
(e ol The majpor stumbling Blocks of all gre-
vielns revalution ary groups ks bheen theic
latlure {0 develop o seientific prograimne, By
1 programme we do nol  mean of course, a
szt of vapue domands, We rpean a
analyiis ol the expenience and histozy of
labowur and capital, che basis of which certain
gemands which correspond oo tiee owerall
reed of the working class are pul forward.
Ihe Leftopposition stress the nead for work
ing out such a programme us a guide to all
ur a .'--I:- huat the LWH saw this as an ex
cuse for "opling oul of 1he class struggle’
M fhst they Themselves are very tvolved
m-il anyway)

SETICNIES

In appositon o oor view they brought for
wird the jdes thal the evolutionary prog-
ramme exists objectively in the class struggle
and can be articulated only through inwelve-
meal i the classstrogele. Thus, they wished
the Young focialists o conclaoe alog the
sz obld rosd which i had journeyed Tor the
pasl Cheee vears without making 8 single con-
tmbation to the revolutionary srragele andd
whizh only sucoeedad in sakhiting ws from that
sirigele

Afrer more than nine monihs debare onoall
Lhese imnes the aecond annual conference
took place. CGoing to L confersnee the Left
uppusition realised that while we wore the
farpest single faccioa in the Y5, 4 simple ma
Jarily vole would solve 11J.|ll|]|1 and :I.-:-u,,:t Wi
intended ro make one last stand, we b ol
decided o leave, The concinwation of the fac-
tion fight which was being dragged down by
the LWR would serve only o wreck the Younp
Socialists, Wot wishing to kave hand. act o
part in doding such damage we had no  alter-
malive but to oplout.  Thus the three Duls-
lin branches and the Belfsst branch walked ol
laking ihe majorily of Lhe organisation with
them. Lader, the Limerick and Galwesy bran-
chees, which hnl remzined neutral during the
faction fight niso disaffilinted. leaving only

one hranch inthe Y5

Since then, the left epposition has decided 10
seek recognition as the official section of the
F.L in Ireland and has reorganisad flself under
the title Kevolutionary Marxist Gronp. From
now The Flopgh which wae previously the
joprnal of the Dublia area Young Sacilisl
will be the organ of the R.M.G.

A purr eof the Ligue Communiste, French Seetion of the §1h Intermationsd, contingent ar 2 recens

girtpnle

L Fa W R

ey

The Fourth International

Many readers have asked us to explain whal
the Fourih Internations] is. This we sre happy
1o do,

The roots of the Fourth International po back
1o rhe Lazter half of the 1 930%. The Hussan
Revolution was in the process of depeneration
and Cwoomaiot wings ameigid wirhin The Bal-
shevik Party. Onthe one hand there was s
tereancralic cast whose intanesis were fepre-
sented by the Stalin Zzction and en the other
hie Resclulinnary workers whose inlerests
wele represented by the Left Opposition ead
oy Trotaky.
I hig divisson was cepealed | hroughout the
whole intermaticnal commumnist movement.
I"he Sralin faction wished (o lurn bhe Come-
munist Third Internntional into @ dipkomatic
pressre group which would - serve as p hualks
wark againat capitalist intervention in Sovie
nffairsasagainst Lhis t he international Left
Drpposition wished che Third Tnternaticaal 1o
be n Eevolutiomary foree in ifts own right be-
canse they saw the spread-of aocialise revalu-
tinm Lo Lhe adwanced capitalist countries s
the cnly real puarantes of soviet powsr.

1t shonid be ersplessiced chat chiz dillsrence
of npinion wis nol accidental, Burenucracy
thrives on backwardness. Ireland for example,
which has a backward eamomy has g 30,000
strong civil servige whose nnmes is 8 byword
for incompetence, jobbery and corruption
Likewdse Lhe backwardness of Bussia was the
mainstay of che Soviet buresucsacy and Uhis
bursiucracy Feared Lhat if che Revolution
crppted it more advaneed countries that the
chjactive basls of its existence would he el
mingted—thus ils attempt to 2masculate the
lotesnational.

The strugzle betwesan these two wings conti-
nued into the 30's. The stormy events of tids
decide provedt The Tinal tesling grounds Tor the
Revolutionary potential of toth factions, The
Staliniste embarked on & simuilaneous policy
of class collnhoration and persecution of the
Left Opposition, Asa resalt the fascists marched
to power almost unopposed, while in Rzssia the
formet kaders of the chmuw‘rﬁj
rhcallr crectitet,

This signalizzd 0 complete schism witl

tlee Kevoluticmary tradivion of Margism nnd
the Imternational Lefi Oppomtion decided to
make a clean becak wilh the so-called commue
nisis of the Third [ntemationol. Eventually, in
1938 after several veoars of preparation the
Pkl fafdrnational was iunched,




BLOODY SUNDAY~-
THE POLITICAL AFTERMATH

The Derry massacre and 05 aftermath has
shown the impossibility of 0 military ¥ictory
over the Catholic people in the immediate
fufure. Already the wheels of compromise have
been et in motion by the Tories. Buot before
the varions solutions being offersd can be con-
sidered seriously, [he historcal and economee
context in which they are being put lorward
must be examinsd

ECOMOMIC FACTORS

Ome of the major “sdvences™ made in this
phaze of the beration struggle is the recop-
nition by nearly all polihicians that the l.|||.|.§|-'
real solutbon to the lrish question is national
upity, A& numbeér of pconomic factors are be-
hind this political cheange of mind.

Fizstly, the backbone of 5ix Uo, industry has
been slowly disintegrating. Employment in the
linen induosiry has fallen by 33% between [950-
1970 and over the same period employment in
shipbuilding dropped by 20%. Secondly indus-
try has outstripped agriculiure in The Free Srale
as the dominant sector of the economy thus
undermining the 1922 Treaty which was easen-
tially & pact between British impenalism and
large seale agricoltural and commercial miteresis
in Ireland. Accordingly it became necessary to
work oot 8 new relationship between the Free
Siale and the UK, taking into considerstion the
interests of an indusirial boyrpeois which &
heavily dependent on British capital, Thirdky,
the technological revolution, the decline of
heavy industry and the momentom of the colo-
nisl reyvolution have combined to relegate Bri-
tain to the Status of o thied rate power, In f2ce
of thiz, 8 tighter integration of the UK with the
elimination of costly superstructural anomabies
have become necessary if Britein s to remain-a
viahle ecomomic unit

The upshoot in the political arena of all these

f‘m# reintegration of Ireland intn the

UK has become the order of the day. Howevar,
the real qoestion i, whether or not, in the pro-
ceds ol its death agony Hritish imperialism is
strong enough fo bring sbout such @ majoer
change,

A UNITED IRELAND?

To unite freland the whole sconomic and so-
cial setup would have to be sltered. In the Six
Co's income per hend 15 30% higher than m
the South, Unemployment benefits in the
MWorih are 20% higher than in the South, old
age pensions are 30% higher, widows pensions
are 50%; houging output in relation to popula-
tion & nearly 40% greater and educational ex-
penditure in relation (0 populstion is 1005
greates. Further, practically no Health Ser-
vice exists in the South,

To coax the Protestant workess into such a
state would clearly reguire a vast improvement
in Uving standards in the so called Républic,
It is equally clear that improvement of This-
magnitude is imposzible in a neo-colonial stace.
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COMMUNITY GOYVERNMENT

Thus the immediate aim of the West minster,
Stormont and Lenster House Tores, is not for
g united lreland but for a federal settlement
i, Stormont and Lenster Hlouass would ba-
come Regional parllaments under the thumb
of Westminster. But even here dif ficulties arige.
The Stormont Keglme is compietely cut of
character with the bourgenis democralic na-
ture of Britain and the nesr bourgeois demo
cratic nature of the Free State and bafore an
integraped political unit could evolve the
Stormont Regime would hive to be comple-
tely overhaulked.

Thie, of course, is easier said Lhan done, The
Cirange siate was founded on ap aperiheid
basis for political reasons (which neadless to sy

&

were mepired by the deep seated economic
cinases). For exampbe, the minorty Catholic
population has always tended o prow miouch
more rapidly than the Protestant Population,
There is nothing abnormat in the fact that
todny 515 of all children m The Six {or's are
Catholie, Yet, the Catholic population has
remained ata faisly constant 34%-535% of toral
population since the apening of Stormaont, Ths
population control could only be achieved
terough an applization of selective cconomic
pressures especinlly in the vital areas of employ-
menl and honang, Faor this the ghetto pattern
wae egsentinl and it is no sccident that this
paftern is matniaisied in the ‘development
‘schemes’ operating al the presenl moment,

To institutionalise democracy in the North
under capitalism therefors, is no gasy matter,
for it would requere Che albminziion af the

tasis o which the power of the Orangs
bourgeoisie rests. Matorally . this 35 unpcoept-
aliba Lo the Orange bourgeoiaie and while che
British imperial bourpenisie wonld willingky
overrules thein, they oo must mowe cautious-
Iy lest [hey creale o weariness which might
prove to the advantape of revolutiopary
forges, The “communilty governmen e -
poaalis designed to meet this situatlon. While
it does not attempl Lo wndermine [he apar-
theid neture of the Six Co's it does muke
some superficlal “democeatic” changes.
Homever, 05 the “communily gove rament'’
preposal dees nos go to the heart of the
proshlam il is bound to fall in the long run
and even in Lhe shorl pan is un.IlL-.’:.'}' [ Jave
rmuch effect.

Brendan Kelly

MAIRIN KEEGAN

Our friend and comrade Malrin Keegan disd
i1 frospital on the Ttk of January this year,
She eollapred prior ro the fureral of ouwr

Cred Peter Grrgham and mever recovered, When
she died, the funeral the recelved vwes o fir-
ting fribuite fo her whole ife s work, Her
cnffin was draped {n che Red Flag of the
Fourth Intemational, the Starry Flougk end
the trienlowr and on each side I was esoort-
ed by @ cortege comprised of members of the

RMr ord Seor Bire, A colour party dressed
i barrie faripue fed e wary and behind o

fone piper followed playing g craditional
lrment. A wolley of three 2ol rang oul ax
the Rherse fodlowed by hundreds ser ool e
11wz feft ra the Free Siare fo pay the lazt
ane best tribee - 200 polive surrpndag

Ored. Keegan 's grave! They showed they feared
her i death as in life

Below wet reprodice exeraers from Raynor
Lysaght s praveside oration.

Mairin®s whobe life s the story of political
development from the pure idealistic form
of natlonalism, oacontaminared (as far as

possible)l by malerial consideralions, o che
posticn of & dedicated dialectical materialisi.

She began and she always remained in the
Gaelic Leagus, Cher many years though she
became imcreasingly dissatisfied with the
purely cultural and torally unpolitical outlook
ol this body in the 19530s. In 1962 howsever,
abe went to London and ot was here that she
saw for herself conschously the aeed for poli-
Lizal and socralist sottvity of even ey hmsted
cultural mims were o he achoeved, Bul fnot
only this, she became more aware of the walue
nf the sacialist mams m themselves. She began

to exnmine Lhe various leffwing movernsnis
of the time. She rejecied in turn Clann na
hEitearm and the Connolly Association. |1 s
only when she was ahout o retire from the
struggle that she discoversd and jomed the
Irish Workers Ciroup, And it was from then
cnwards that she began 1o read, to analvse
and o brosden her understunding of the -
sues inwolved,

She was not simply gn armchair Marxesd,
ahe allied theary to action, lon May 1968
Paris she took part in the strugghe of the
workers and students which has opened The
new era of working class revolution, And in

| 965, back in Ireland, as & member of the
Dublin Ciiizens Committes and more impor-
lantly Saor Fire, she gave aicl Lo ke national
revolution that has been developing in Wor-
thern Ipaland, Unlike many borh of che ulora-
left and the "'pure™ BEepublican movemeni
she did nor distinguish betwesn the socialistic
siruggles in Paris anst the immediate nalionel-
ist struggles of the workers and the minority
af the 6 counties. Sle saw that they were not
just isclated developments; she saw Lhal Lhe
different forms of #ach masked the reality of
permanent revalution, She joined 3act Ere
because as-a group it recognised Lhis realily,
Her sctiviem, political sophislicalion snd
dedacatsnn wal eeoopnied by ber comTades

wi ywllly eected by 1o Jaor bBire'd ceniral
[ T_= L J

Buf abe did mot Umit ber understanding of
permanent revalution (o the purely narional
contexl. She saw that the only way (0 make
lreland soctalist was in the stggle for the
world wide classless, gateless vociety. To rhis
end in the st ye=ar of her life she conlacted
Irish members of the Fourth Intemational,
and wery notably the lale comrade Parer
Graham, and she participated sith them m
préparing an Irsh Section of the Fourth ln-
lermational, Once again such was her nhility
in this task that on Commde Craham’s frea-
cherous assassination by reactionary elamenis
she was appodnted ss an official F. 1, repre-

sentative an lreland, Her fatal illness prevented
her from taking up this post howeser.

Cine more podind should be made too: in fusc
over 3 months the F.1 b [reland-has suffered
Lwdr serious hlows, Two ol its .‘i.-.n'ding cadres
have been efiminated. There ate aome philis-
times wiho feel that such bhlows will prove
murial, These people will be dizappointed, Cur
lzsaes prievous chough they are, are limited com-
pared to the losdes Thar hawe heen sytfered by
revaluticnares in the past. The slaughters of the
Paris Commune, did not prevent the emergenes
aof world wide scientific socialism, The Repub-
lican mavvement i Irekand was not destroyed
BecatusE Of The murders of 19]6 or of 1923
The murder of Karl Liehknzcht and Hosa
Lamembiirg ecull not prevent the growlh

of German Communism, aod the Trotskyist
movement of the world has survived not only
his dedath and that of his son Sedov bui the
murders of Trotskvists in and out of Rossia
Compared to 'these facts we have got off

lightly wnd i our loses wers twenty tmes &4
preat we would =il survive,

I might conciude by wishing a long life to

the FF. I, bul this woold be contrary (o that
body's aims. 1t wante worlsd revolution and
the world ncludes Ireland a5 soon 25 possibie
Ao | prophesy a shost and successful Afe to
lhe F.I..and Saor Eire. L&l our énemisd whael
are those of the working cluss beware, We

are only just beginping.
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THE JUDGEMENT
F DRJOHNSTON

Robert Dorn
analyses

Roy Johnston’s
resignation

In the spring of 1961, the Hammersnuih
beanach af the Comniunist Party of G
Britain published an edifioes of L8 maga-
rime_ Dhutlook. A oDng s reporis ol prog
resuive jumble sabes and changes of venue
for meetings, there was one articls Lhat
provided o more snous peliical note
Entitled *An End 10 the Troukles™, it deali
briefly and perhaps as o resull, s0emew et
sherchily with the current situation in lre
land.  [tg puthor was o comrade recently
arrived Trom Thal country; a computer
acientist catled Dr. Roy Johnsion

L] L
ireland and the comintern
biv t™s way (he ariiclke repfesented & mulestone
B e Iistosy of Stalinist policy towards Ire-
lad. For the guartér cenlury sinee Lhe
failare of the republican Uonprese in the
migl [92Mls the Insh pobiowes of Le official
Communist Parties i the British lsles had
been caubious and consbiiubional. Frank
Ryan s Spunish venture hod left socialist
Bepuhlicanizsm fsalated from any potential
mnk and file. His own entry to the Comin-
tern wus ool lollawed by that of oy ol

s sipporters! The leadership of Insh Re-
publicaniem drifted ato the hends of-a
group esseniially non-poliical = oellook
whase practionl policies olten appeimed
mmlar to fascisns This might not have
geterred the Communist Parky Trom making
ouverigmes (o il had oot Hitler invnded
Rusmia in July 1940, The United kKuepdom
Bechre an mily ol the USSR overmight, Ac
condinghy . Lhe U0 s pobcy ol anie-tmipd-
aism - however lormal -hkad 15 be changed
A i AR B D Semes Of PPl aan
1o Britinh impermbam had 1o br drojsped
amd, o protect “socislicm in one’ couniry™
e had to he eoogmiesd 3 Uhe aima of The
Comintern i 8 whole, The CPl was parts-
tionsd slonag the line ol the booder, Its
branches I Lhe Republic were Isqu:du’.cﬂ
mto the [rish Labour Parly. In Northem
Ireland the C."MN L rematmed 23 @ stal-

wirt hacker of the allied war eflor and op-
ponent of Republicans. Even after the
second world wur when Lhe now expelled
lguidationists joined with the graduates of
the University of the Curragh o rewive 1he
Party in the twenty-sin counties, Irish Sta-
it ny rEmained partitsoned.  While | wis og-
live in economic issues and in propagandis
mg for the East European workers” stafes,
the Iresh Workers' League tended bo sapport
the mternationnl and civil policy ol Fianna
Foil. Mo support was fortheoming for the
hosder campaigns of 1956, Iretend hisd nal
jgined M.A.T.0. when thal body wus
formod, 5o, regardless of it rotten welfare
service, ity disintegrating ¢conamy amil n-
deed the ineffective nofure of the Republic's
peutrality 11 was held to be “the most prog-
réssive siale in Western Europe™, To rock
the boat was for the Stalinists anthinkable,

1L must b2 remembered that duning the ten

yveurs that Row Johnston was 4 member al WL

there hag been found no apparcnt documen-
lary evidence showing liim fo have been op-
poted to the Statinite line, When he jell
Dublin for Loadon i (960, he seemed 1o
hive been moved less hy political disagres
meitl with his consrades than by a more tra-
dittznnl couse for emigration ol lnsh med-
cals: be had to eat.

the doctor in exile

Monetheless, whils be wad in London, ke PTE=
senlzd his proposz] for what amounted foa
new {or, rather 2 return to a previcus) depact-
ure in republican and Stalinist thinking, How
fur the idea was his own is still wneerrain. For
many people the sctusl master-mind was one
Ciaran Desmond Greaves Tha O PG R,
“lrish experl™ who combines consderzhls
Lilents as an academic hisiorian with the
policdes of a capable Sralinigt hack, The dif-
feremee moy be of some Formal importanee;
if Greaves has been the guiding hand, Stalia-
ile infloence i& 31l of more dechbve strenglh
in the Repablicsn Movement | Gandines Place)
T i Jodsaion wee 8 RpPEETe B SEEEEe

Lion

But what was the contenl of the artiche that
antigipaied the new coure? In form it was
z sober deseription of the abaation in the
Republic of leland, similar to ones wntlen
by experts on other countnes {or such

joiarnals, Ireland was still declared fo enjoy
“the most progressive government n Wes-
tern Furepe’ Chough this was qualified by
the phrase “judgsd by Lhe criterion of atil-
tude towards imperalian™. Party members
were apiin wrgad fo rend Jackson's “lreland
Her (a0, amd, mofe oddly, Dorothy Mac
ardle’s Fianna Fail spobegia,” 1w Lrish Jl'.i'pl.ll‘--
et However, what was different, was the
urticks"s new sense of opportuniysthe Stalin-
ite comrodes were urpged fo read in Lhe coa-
fext of a promising sitsation, And, specifi-
calty, the Republican Movemeni despile its
current political dedeat wae mentioned as a
component pari ol this, Young Kepoblican:
were mentioned as repding "Che™ Guevam,
Clearlv il was the duty of Stalinists 1o pet in
on the po,

What Johasten for Gireaves?) wits proposinge
wiis in tact, 8 regarn to the sitolegy of Lhe
carly thanes Then the Sialimisis hod allsed
o the Hepuhiican Mosemeni (o pal Fianna
Fzil into poswsr. Suheequently, they had ai-
tempied 1o ine the siruggle sgamat the fas-
gist Blueshirts as 2 unching pad for a8 conti-
nental stvle Fopular Frosl againss Fianns
Fail itsell. Boi they hnd only managed (o
split pnd weaken Republicanivm as 2 whole,
snd had left it to the “pure milstary sirate-
gista”, Johnston prepared fo awoid Ehis:isola
tion by the smple cxpedieni of entering the
ovement and mamipulalmg il Teom insde,

i Admittedly Lhis tesk was esgier than it had
n the 193005 the Movwemenl had dect
ined sinee then.) The polices to be carried
put by sech & Popilar Froat would be the
good old "iwo {if nol more) sloge sicategy™
of moving forward by nfiniiesimal retorms
towards o ons-nation socinlisl soviely. e
mazin role o Lhe Kepublican Movemisnl, ol
least as far as Greaves saw if, was Lo win
sl Farmers and shopkeepeis to an allianee
with the Coenionist Parfy (o, sather Partiesd
which would represent L Proletariat. This
alliznae would bz pimed ai the vague, if beaw-
tiful fdeal of **Mational Liberation™ & sort of
national enpitalist socigty equal to that of
Bettain, after whieh the CF. would lead the
Irish to-che promised @nd. 1T was i perew-
apce of this plan that Roy Johnsion took The
risk of pving up his Enghih job and returning
te Dublin in 19463

the new course

How far did Johnston's inflmence extend in
changing Lhe nature of the Republican Maove-
ment-? And how far did be change the Move-
ment in the direction he would want it e go?
In dealing with the first question it mus he
ramarkad, firscly, that his enfry o the Repi-
fhican Movement was helped by the nhjective
situarion. Especially amang the Curragh bio-
terpees Che” Guevars was being read lndecd,
As B omatter of fer Irsh Trotskyism as it is
lo-day owes [te beginnings to thal pécica
Ftowever, the Fourth Iniesnational was, ac chis
Line ton weak and divided 4o be of any poli-
tical influenee or puidance 1o the aftward no-
ving Repuhtizcans, Thos the task devaolved wpon
Johnston; he alone had the knowledge {o pro-
vide the education 1hid Republicans reguiced
LIp to & poinl. then, he plaved 2 necessary

rale it educating the Republicon Movemenl o
2 more socinlly-consciows gad political atticede,
Bur this sducation was nol carsied out for the
gocad of the mayvement itself bul in the purstins
of a strategy of doobiful validity. Johoston
troaght o wch lellow Lskesis o Tomy Cough
e, K famad sl Seer Dherry Kolieber Worh

heen

them he s=t up Mumcir Waolfe Tone to aducate
the inteilectudls and would ke intzllectuals in
“Twe Sldee | hbeory™. The University Hepub-
ligza Cluks were established fo edocate the
students to provide cadeés 1o puide the move-
ment along Slalnie lines.

The policy thal was pul forward under this guid-
ance had two pspects, On the e hand, these
wits i refurn bo traditional politieal repuhlican
activiam, though less in the industrial sphere
{ahop findr aclion was encooraped o be Lhe
prerogative of the CP) than in other less
specifically womking class issues. The move-
mednt played a Big role in howang dgiation,
but oihervise, s was o be expeoted, The
Linlted lrishman emphasised esentially petty
hourgenis isues in kecping with the pure
“National Liberation Strugeie™, Publicity wis
given Lo agitation on ground rents, luond and
river ownership at o time when the Irsh sirike
rate was the hiphest in the world, Along with
peity bourgeois soctal sctivem there was a
ceriain decline in the military sphere. Apain,
citeh 4 decline was natural ofter the military
defeat of the 1950 campakgn, What is true
5 that “Two Stage Theory' encouraged it
Wational regmificalion becamw B Yery minor
pert of the task of “National Likeration™
Indeed, propaganda was mnstiluled againsta
pogsible ' Federal Solution™ to the Trish gues-
tion which would invalve nationsl reunifica-
tion under British lmpedialism. Whils no
dnubt this = what the egonomic sitnation and
the Brifish Tmpetialist interests alike dictate
ihe actual possibility of il and s possiole re
gults were never clearly analwsed, In Rorth-
ern lreland foself, emphasis was placed wpon
the campaign for Civil Rights rather Uhan for
wnificarion. [n the Bepublic, oppogition fo
the EbD was the overall aim

the doctor’s dilemma

Far over four yesrs [ 1963-1968] the Johe-
stonian policies lead litcle effect. More signi-
ficantly when they did begin to work: when
the ranks of [rish republicanism began to
grow again as 2 part result of Johnston's
work, so his sizalegy began to he superseied,
The fact ix thal Bepuhlicatism doce represent
a revolulmnasy (radition, however petly-hour-
geois, wherens the Comintern represents a be-
trayal of the revolution. Republicans began
1o ook with jaundiced eve upon che claimmi
rathe lesdership of the post-liberation of pro-
letarial revolution: They were nod impressed
and began fo feel that if they could do the
job they would not be helped by inlerference
from the CPl, This bebiel was encouraged by
the facts af ihe class relationships n Iretand,
While Republican activism won many small
farmers angd fishermen, it repelied rafher the
urban peity bourgecisie: the small shopkeep-
ers and the "“National Capialists™ to whom
Johnston direcled his consclous appeal 1a-
stead, the movement won the loyalty of many
workers by its leadershep in the I:u:uusmg CHMm-
pitigns and by its militancy gven for limiled
ends. 5o, far from being harmonious sllies in
a mational Liksration movement the Sing Fein
[Gardiner Place)and the CPI are becoming in-
creasing rivals, However, within the former
there are many comflicting lendencies whicl
weakens it and is likely 1o continue doing su,

Oin the natiooal guestion itself the same is
irize. The NICRA mobilised che Catholice
but could not fand would Bot Ty vl pro-
vide a basiz for working class wnity, Al rha
s limne, the stocks of armis for protection
o Matinnalisl areas were allowed to declue.
Thus thess areas were forced 1o wealconie

the Brifish army in August 1969 Thus, on
Ll one band the old puzrd republicans in
the Republican Movemen: were given the
pretext for o splil, depriving Johnston of nse-
ful aids for his limiting of the tasks of “Ma-
ricral Liberation™, ©n the olther hand, the
“orthern Commanad had to be given a greater
tndependence of Gardiner Place il it wes to
remain with that wing. [t wasan activity of
that Morthern Command that has caused
Johnston to resign from Sinn Fein,

whither the officials?

[mi7self ¢ e resignution meansnol hing. Johnston
was wsed a3 sounething of a scapegoat for at
least o vear previousky. Moregwer, his poli-
gigs will he goniinued by many siill in poil-
tions of nuthority, On the one hand, thess
will continue equally to rum inko opposition
inherent tn the siluation its=l. On the other
band, the said sitoation cannot by itgelf make
the opposition viclorious in time for the Irsh
REevolubicon,

Anne Harres (Hiberma, 2lst fapuary) wonders
il [, Johnston's ressgnstion will sogp Ciasd:-
ner Place’s mmove lellwards, [owons! The
guestion is: can this move be hasiened surli-
clently for Gardiner Place (o overtake and
guide 1 he Irish situalion inte a successful Re-
wvalition? Or s is more- likely noting the bals
ance ol Torcesk will it have Lo be superseded hy
8 Bolhewik Party with perspective to meich?
The pext few monthsare likely to be decisive.

With the coming »
only to the northe
What is the EEC?
economy ? In this

which led to the fc

implications of Ir¢

The éra of cut-ihroat comgetition between
individual capitalists, where the larger, the
miors technically advanced undersold and
teok over the smaller, The less efficient, hag
heen passed, 1 resulted with victory of

bils capital, New machinery wias necesary to
increasa efficiency, became mote expensive,
the factories which house it had o be lorges;
although throvgh mechanisaticon more was
provfuced for every man emploved, the
larger scale of production meant the averaps
unkt s mployed more men, Thos the indu-
sbiial seciors of the economy suw the devel-
apment of Lhe large concern which were
vskally joint-stock ps the mpital required
was bevond that of individual cwnershdp.

Bal once they got this Tar, when o few do-
minated the merkel, it was not in their in-
terest to continus the sconomic war whicl
gave hirth Lo them, The market could sup-
port their profil margins so why continoe
cul ling them? They had established enough
contrel of the markel 0o agres o0 @ CoOMINOD
selling price at which those that survived
could ezch make 2 satisfactory profit. This
is mezopoly capitalism and 1he develop-
ment of the Common Market must be seen
merely a8 a product of the laws of capital-
&l production, the lows which also uldisbe

s final overihrow by socialism,



srendum on the Common Market, the EEC will be second

struggle as a major political issue for the Irish working class.

What will be the effects on industry and on the national

icle Paddy MacGregor explains the historical background

id’s entry

1ation of the EEC and examines some of the of the

SOLUTION FOR WORKER

T world wars saw the rise to international
supariconity of American capitallsm. After
the Second Warld War two cconomies, tThose
of Germany and Japan lay devasiated. The
leading capitulist countries of Europe wore
all weak due (o the exertions of war, In
contrasl, the A mericon economy had emer
gzd stronger than ever and indead had gener-
gted & large surplus during the war. Superfi-
cially il appearsd that nothing stocd in Lhe
way of Amercan ca pitalism Lo consalidae
an absolube superiority overallother capi-
talist nations of the world. However, a
mumber of factors made A merica rejeg

hiege ooty and instead b= instrumenial in
rebuilding ol Wesiern Europe.

birth of the eec

The aftermath of the first world war nad
witnessed the bicth of 1he st sooialist
coonamy inthe world and thoueh the mevo-
lution wae berrayed by a bureaucraiic laver,
the basts of growth bed been assured. T hue,
by the end of the Second World Wara msjor
poOwWer, {h."‘-\.:ll'lnl-.'llli.'3|-'r-' and militanly, rose

to confpoil America; one she had no con-
irel over whatsoever, and never cowld have,
I the colanial cowntres the steupgle For
Ghemation resulred in The possibibity ol soe-

cessiul revolation and i them breaking awax
from impenakst contrel. China elearty illu-
minated the wriling on Lhe wall, Facesd

with the Eastern European Bloc on the one
sile Bnd the tesk of undermining the colo-
nial revolution on the other, America wae
forced to sirengiben the European and
Japamese ecomomiss.

But this move was al5o {orced on & merica
by the nature of her own economy, Though
very ndvanced and strong, this mersly
emiplaziied the contradictions inherent in
i, Ag wns remarked before, the Second
World Wir had résulted in a vast surplus
Pty acenmuloied but it could not be in-
vested at home because to penerale if full
eiplavmenl had been necessary. A conse-
guarce of full gmployment had beén o sieep
mse m o wapes and thus s fatl am the rate of
pradil; The huge L-:'-r|'||'|ri||i-:_'r_|s of Americs
ware leced with the dilermma of having visl
amounisot caplal bul fo outlets in which
to sl il The ezonomiss of Western
Eurape and Japan appeared as obvinus
channels,

When these economics developed nndep
Lhe impetus of American investment hey
rapidly apprecioled e slosoyet )y S8 e Aome

crican foonamy. Monopoly cagitai b
progressed there until the hupe home naas-
ket had become controlled In imost seclors
by a few giant corporatione, This resuloed
it a Lur greater scale of production Lthan
any one of the Europesn nations the m-
selves coulid maintain. The altemative 1o
becoming an & merican siellite was bo cori-
bine the European markets and creale one
of sufficient size 1o overcome national Liwi-
laticens, This course was ndonpted by i he
Tarmacicn of the European Eeonamic
Commumity.

The move acknowledged the qualitative
change thal had ecourred over the previns
twedecades, Europe had become too small
Lo support nation stales pursiling vieoreas
independent policies, The conflict arising
Treen them hagd seriously weakened them
il Bhe spectre of socinlist sevalution had
anly bree kept at bay by the hulchery ol
Atalin, The laws of capitalist development
whizh ha:d ariginaily diciated i hs rothless
competition beiween individual producirs
and then the imperialis! policies o monopaelyr
capilial, led in tum o the competition Be-
tween tneerpational capitalists. As before
the songeguence was concentmizon, this
tlerss o ail inlernational scale the political
vrpresmon of this has heen to increasingly

limit the scope of individual governments.
The boat can be rocked only g0 {nr_ gz De
Ciaulle eventuably Uound ound,

With free capital movement within the R
the scale of production has inceased, with
mergers berween some companies and ag-
regrrpenls betwean others. As the world capi-
talist countrizs move inte recession the ten-
cariey oo fnereased gowermiment ¢o-operd-
tion in this fisld will become more pro-
neumeed, Aerospace dnd nuclaar power have
outstripped private owpeship and intorna-
thonal government Punding was reguired it
Europe was to enter these fields. Bricain™s
enley inlo Lhe community will larther ex-
tend Ehe proeess which i already scarted.

agriculture and the eec

AR cullure i nol as de veloped in the EEC
g in Americs which has witnessed the cise
il the corponle compmy which conirols
production frem planting to wales distniba-
linn, Floweser, the same liws of develo p-
oot hold as Manshole's steering of che
Commeon Apricultural Policy illwstraces. The
finencin Times (6012711 says “*In Man-
sholt’s view the stage has been passed where
{arm incornes codd be secured hy price in-
creases dlone; the whole structure of farming
needs changing, Srnakl Farmmers whe cannod
operate efficiently must he persuaded to
leave the land by Tinuncil moentiees, the
promise of retraining for industrial joke and
prensions Tor alder farmers, The sire of Pro-=
duction units must be mcreased and suzplog
farm LEnd could be turmed mio salicnal patks
and other areas designed as “recrediiotal arecs”,
‘The post war expansion of Europs was dos
principaliy 1o the new industrial revolution,
the vast increase in production of consumer
durables hecause of was soarcily, Lhe emer
gent arms industry and the rapid industriali-
aaticn of certain sreas near the main proedu-
cing vefilres, This expansion s2ems (o be on
the decline now with the main economizs
muvithg Mo reodion, A consequence ol
this will be ingrepszd rotionalisntion in terms
of new production location, The repional
disparities which already exist will be exag-
griated ag coonomic Receasity overrisbas
scrcin] meeds,  This bas led inosomme cases o
tuturbanees which will undowbfedly con-

 Lpue i supremalivnal instilubions.are  de-

velnped Turther,

Seen wilhin the copleat of the laws of capi-
talist developowent whicly determined Lhe
crestion of the BEC, Irish capitalism faces
cantinued ceisis. Agpriculiuee, the meosl im-
porlant sctor of the economy which cogaged
23000 persons in the 26 counlies in 1967
will continue along trends which exist toaday,
and will &lso accelerale them, The average
unil must incrense in size and capital invest-
iment, This is not new: i1 wes happening
bfore the great Famine., There is ooly ome
way i whicl the communites of The West
aof Lreland must survive socially and this is

by the colleciivization of agricultuee, witkh
the pooling of machmedy, tepelher with the
development ol industey 1o absorh the sur-
us lnbour.

ireland and the eec

Witlsdn o without the EFEC the regrnal
problems al Ireland cannot be salved by
capitalism, as the histooy of regional devel-
apment mot anly an relimd kuat also in Grest
Britpin and Evrope already proves, The Wes
in Manshalt's plan musl become 2 nutural
purk, a recreacional asga, Mavbe be will allow
a few inhabilanis Lo temain, 5o that toucists
may point cameras at them and koow what
the incligenous Irish appear like, Such is
capitalism’s regard for human dignicy,

The question of soversignty within the
framewaork of capltalism s merely o oonfu-
sion, Finanes capital already scrinpently
Limita all non-proletarian forms of govern-
ment and thal most cectainly includes Fianna
Fail. The [rish ccomomy i%in the grip of
Eritich und industrial capital. With che end-
g of the ‘Eeonomic War® under e Yalera
ari the introduction of free trade by Lemass,
[rish manofacturiog admited its mabilivy o
silve Irelind™s economic problems. The
goversigniy of Ireland (& menely & myth
sheousking British Imperialism.

For [reland ever to aupport bet people and in
advance them seeially she must nationalise here
mdustry and collectivise her agriculiure, Ecp-
nande de vglapment musl be wrestled from
internationn] capitalism and muss ke central-
iaed i a state planning authority, The stote
sl acxjuire 4 monepoly of foreign trade so
that the products of exchange benefit 1he
working class and small tarmer, To achizve
this the working clus must ssire state power
through revalution. The choice confronting
the [rish working class s not whether EEC or
niot, bur whether capitaliem o socialism, de-

FENEEALIC OF rEjuvenst o
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“Nou're wasting your time friend this union
died with Big Jim™ this was the advice given

#n old shop steward to a Plough salesman pul-
side fhe HD of the Workers Union of Ireland.
& few days lnter the biter tputh of those
words was confirmed for us when the Wil
wobed by a narrow |2 voles nol (O Opposs on-
try inio the EEC. Apart from the political
betraval involved the Railroading tactics of
the union leadership was deplorable. Qul of
ihe sven information documents on the EEC
supplied to the conferepce delegates, six
were propagands sheeis from the Department
of Foreign Affairs!

The main argument pul up by the general
secretary, Dens Larkin (who is not his father’s
som) ‘was that Insh mdustry could rot sarvive
outside the EEC, and many jobs would be lost,
This may be troe, hul prospecis within the
EEC would be even worse. T he govermment it-
=l expects the creatlion of no more Lhan
50,000 jobs over the five years entry period

T his would not cover Lhe presnt 530,000 wn-
employed noi to mention those who will be
Eaving school and {he land over [he same
period,

Moreover, when we consider That the Common
Warket is designed specially lor gant mono-
poly companies we can we Lhe effect it will
bawe on Insh |ndustry: siready, Lrudness which
& the largesi brewery plast m Ewope inlends o
lay off | 400 workers (o make il mone 201
cnl for EEC compsiition. In ihe laght of

thm when one ghderitands that 5% of b en-
terpraes employ kem than § prople, one caa
wabar the rape conequences EEC memiber-
iy will have of mdudry mn lreland. Thess
ummll firns will be wanhed away by the flood

o pocds from the continenial paniy whose wies
semw fimey amouni 1o 8 much am the whobe of
it s Gorons Nptional Prodoc

Wik e collaper of mdusiry (be insh Labour
Foroe wouold be decimated and condemned 1o
eternal wandertng. Tlen the WL would m-
dmed dur —oven if hitke Deni were sill akive

James Conwuy

NO
TO SECOND WAGE
SETTLEMENT

The National Wage Agresmenl which came
into operation in December of 1970 has
achagved s mamn aims: 1) a vofual wage
freeze; X) a decrease in the number of strikes
by over 50%; 3] a prool to the common mar-
ket countries that Ireland is industrially vi-
able, These were, of cowrse, the aims rlal
the Fianna Fail Covernment had in mind
when they inlroduced the agresment hel ween
Lhe emplovers and the Unions. 3¢ successful
has the agresment been for the bosses it
the Federated Union of Employers and the
Central Bank have called for an extension of
ihe present agreement for o pericd of six
monthe, and far a start to further discussions
on & second mational wage agree ment,

It is mow up to the workers to oppose any
further agreement or “wage freeze™ as they
can be best called. The experience of the
past years has proved conclusively thot thess
apgrecmente operate only one way, in favour
of the employers and the government. The
slability which the agreement has brought
over the past year bas resulted in (a) the un-
emploved flguse reaching 80,000; (b)) ne-
dundancies in indusiry increasing by a 1 2055
and the cost of living rising by over 6%,

But worst of all, it has tied the hands of the
workers against wang their caly form of
protection, the strike we=apon, It is therefore
important that no further wage agreement be
reached unless it s 1o the benefit of the work-
ers—and what employer is willing $0 give that?
The profits of the top fifty companiea for
15971 were £365 par employes, compare that
to the meapre wage inceeases of the workers,

The MNational Wage Agreement has besn a
bitter exparence for the workers and it is
important that the Unions see the mistake

and flght against the government attempis Lo
reintroduce o further ngreement, 1 the Unions
fail to fight then the workers must fighe by
themeelves, A further agreement would be an
nttack on the living standards of the workers.

Faced with growing unemployment and redundancies,

and wage freezes under the guise of national wage

agreements the Irish working class turn to

their unions to defend their living standards.,

For many union leaders however the ideals of

James Larkin might not as well have existed . Today

his own union favours joining the Common Market.

A voung man was recently lound guilly m
an English Court of assaslting three women.
The detsils of one of these assiuliy was par-
ticularly gruesome, He had punched a preg-
nant wonan in the face and when she fell
e had Kicked her unconscious, When o
woman had pointed out to him that che per-
wir he had just asaulted was lour mont s
pregnant, she, too, wea punched and kicked.

ne would imagine that the man would have
received a agvere peison sentenes, but, no,
the Judge saw 1it to impose only a small
fine. How could this be? When in Mortheen
lreland, which comes wnder the sime legal
syetem, A person found with, for example,

1 republican newspaper in his poseegsion gots
1 mandatory Cheee monlhs proson snlence,
I'he answer is simple, the Defendant was a

BRITISH JUSTICE

paratrooper who had served in Noctheen-lee-
lamd and was due o go back leo weaks later.
His Sergzant who appeared in Courd had said
what o good soldier he was and peinted owut
that he had made live arrests in Belfast.

They were anxious (o have him back to
Northern Ireland he spid.

The Judpe, of cowrse, reablsed chat the para
had displayed all the talents necessary ot
duty in Northern Ireland. He was, after all,
only acting the way he was tralned to. The
fact thal he used his ‘skilis’ againsi women in
England and not against Irishwomen, was,

of course, unfortunate, hence the semall fine.

This man & npow back in Nomhern [reland,
a proud mesber of che Tih Parstroop Re-
gimenl. ‘mainlaining law and order’!

M, Hill

REDUNDANCIES

Wednesday the |9th of Janusry was & hard
day for Free State TD's, 1t was the day that
their meagre X-mas holidays came to an end,
They had to face back fo “work™ after a
mere six weeks holidavs, Three hours after
thee House saf an astule deputy was clever
entugh 1o notice that the Houwse was almuosl
pmpty, The quorwm bells were rung and our
poor woderpaid representatives vacated. the
Leinster House Rar, cmntesn and wherever
else they may have been omd ook up thew
places on ihe benches, Opos they were there,
(in body if not in spicié) the dehate wae ahle
toscontinue, And what was the subject on the
debhare for which our good TD s could nat
even mester enowgh entlugiasn: to Gsten?
Redundancies!

Merely the fact that Irish Workers are belng
made redundant by the hundred each week
and ar a rapidly acceleruting rale, Lo Lhe point
where the doke queunss are rapidly growing to
ceigks proportions. Obviously owr TIFs and
Ministess, Lhe vasl majority of whom are
gither buginess owners, prolessionils, or mn-
chear formers, are not concerned aboat the
amount of human sutfering cagsed toa
worker when he ig told by his boss that his
l=hour is no longer required, Whal exactly 1
the redundancy stvation fike now? Az even
the most casual obsereer con se2, the post-
wir hoom s now over 8nd international capi-
talism is sinking into ancther of s nevitable
racessions: 5o, a& the big business men have
Lheir profits rhrdatened they react by cutting
back on the workers Uving standards. I thie
ig nar aufficient, they close down dod conacli
date che position In smaller and more secure
ventures. Always among the Clest to suffer
ape Dl workera in the less developed coun-
iries like Lreland, Big business men cinse
down their subsidiaries here and try to con-
selidate thelr position in parent industey in Lhe
homs counkry, although in 3 pericd of reces-
gion even the big parent Toctories suffer even-
tunlly,

I'he daily papers report new closures and
“rofionalisations” {4 alee woud forsacking.
part of a Factory's workforee) almogt eyery-
day now, Sincs December | 970 redundancies
have increassd in number of jobles by 3000
to 13,000 m Dublia, by 1200 in Cork, bringing
their total to 2868, Limerick has'an inciease
of 473, Drogheda 200, Dundalk 300, eic,

The Industral Development Autherity admics
the pomibility of redundancies this yvear at the
rate of 2% that in 1969, but if the present
trend continnes it will be much worse.

What answer did the government come up with
after that great two-day Dail debate? Fiznna
Fail densed pomt blank that there was any te-
dundancy problem. Althongh the Tuaoiszach
consoled ue by saying chat be was not “'com-
placent'’, Flanpa Fail moend to recrwit 3000
more men into the police and army, pul ap-
proximately £23 moextma into the Public Ca-
pital Programme and belng forward aome puk-
liz building projects.

These miserable attampts will, of cowrse | makoes
no difference to the redundancy sifuntion when
intermarional capitalism is in recession. The
[rish povernment speding 23 000,000 is like a
drop in the oczan, [t is sipnificant rhat the
3000 jobs thet they are providing will be used
tor further protect their profit ayarem by force
of arms. Fisnna Fail #ill not provide one job
for the unemployed by directing resources lato
neceaeary social production; this would upset
their sacred prodit systen:,

If the bogses do not think that their profits are
high enough and want fo radonalise or cose
down workers should not submit and he
forced into the dele gueue. They should take
over the Tactory and run il for the benafit of
the people and not for the profit of a paresicc
hess, Ireland is cipakle of giving work po ten
rimes ite present work force, Why showd bacon
factories lay off meen and shut down when tao
thirds of the world's population die of malnw-
trition? Why should the buildimg trade lay ofl
inen when tens of thousands of young married
eouples cannal pet a house to Uve m?Y

Workers threatened with redundancy showld
demand that the Union fight to have the fac-
tory kepr by full produetion. If the emplovers
refuse Lhis demand they should be “sent pack-
ing" without compensation and the tactory run
by the workers for the workers.  Workers not
immestiately threatened should demand tleat
their Unton do all in their power to gain this
right for the threatened workers. Only when
preduction is run for we and not profit il
redundsncizs be a thing of the past and only
then will warkers forget insecurity and be
guaranreed the right 1o work and sarn a Hving.

M. Hill



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

MINERS
STRIKE

The recent miners sirike in Britain repre
sents a serious sethack for the Tory Govern-
ment. - The miners by their militancy and
by their ability to win support snd solidarity
from other sections of the British working
ciiss were able fo win pay increases of 205%
average. Mot only did this represent in the
short term & defeal of the Tory govem
menl s sirolegy on the wages front bt it
dls hus thrown into crsas Heath's long torm
strategy for Briteh capitalism.

Simce the Second World War British capita):
inm has been faring badly with respect to its
international rvals USA Germary, France
and Fapan. laternally, it was faced with a
conlimious low level of ecomomic growth,
The Labour Government of 1964-1970 |ried
o solve these problems for the British Caps-
tafist Clasg: It began én attack on the living
dandurds of the working cless by attempting
to freeze wages, encourage Productivity deaks
un the shop floor and begin to cot the weal-
fare glale expenditure. It sought also to
weaken the bargaining power of the Trade
Union movement, by attempting o pass
anti-union law *“In Place of Strife™. Its fail-
ure |odo this, its fallure to negotiate Britzins
eniry into the Common Market or to dampen
the industrial militancy of the working class
led to its defeat in 1970, The defest was a
mesult of the political de moralisaiions of
srctions of the working class with “thed*
party on the one hapd, and a renfisation, en
the other, by sections of the ruling class (hai
the Labowr Party was a8 inef{ective instro-
meni for taming the working class.

The new Tory government adopted & more
ruthless polioy. It Intensified its attacks an
Ehe welfore ptate poing so far 2s to cut off

=

RHODESIA .

The recent heightening of African revalt in
Rhodesia serves only to further pinpoint the
imevitability of downfull of the while racist
supersfructure in thet countsy, The bagis of
this downlull can be seen clearty in the his-
tory of this state from the time thal the "B
aneer Column® of the British South African
eeremonially hoisted the British (lag over the
nesw settlement of Forl Salisbury in 1890,
Behind the dreams of thess white settlers lay
the interest of British impecialism ducing the
seramible for Africa in'the b=l quarter of the
19th cencury. What was ar interest wis the
defense of Hritish Worldwide freedom to trade
wherever there was prafil to be made, As La-
fin peinted oul: impedalism involved 8 BLTag-
fle fior territorinl “aphores of imterest™ o
exciude or anticipste rivals, The native Afri-
Cans were crushed following severnl vesrs of
bloody warfare. Eventually, they were vir-
funlly enalaved on the lard with less By,
in exchange for their ahoar Barvices, Lhan
under feudalism,

Following the first world war British I mper-
inlizm was [&fl in a very weak position. Cune
geqenlly it was foroed oo tely moze on the
white repinies ist South Africa ard Rhodesia,
It was in Lhis contextthat these regimes gained
more oF Bes complete autatomyand as a
result Rbodesian serthes gained the unigue
position of a self governing colony within
the empire. [N many respects the structuse
ol Rhodesian socicty was strikingly differ
ent Erom the other A Irican coloizl SO
teles, The baels of {his colonds! structore was
the first and feremoar “he whiis rural Beisr-

alfowed 1o g to the walls throwing many
thousands moee on the dole queves. 11 was
i the trade-union field that the most drastic
aclion was taken, As well as milroading new
anti wmem legislation (Industres! Belations
Bill) throogh parliament they also began o
hawve a showdown with the workers i the
nationalized indusiries, In wintsr | 970 the
Power Workess were the subect of a hystericl
campagn 1a the miss media and &5 8 resul
intimidnied into returning 1o work

In Spring 1971 the Past Office Workers were
grounded into the dusl by the wse of all go-
virnmenl resourcgs, Wikl ihese significent
victaries the Tory Government was able to
Kegp many wags agreements wil hin the Hmit
of T%. It= last big ohstacle was the stners

The situstion exisliing in the coalfields on the
eva ol thestrike, wae the most militant in
decades.

lhers were nuny reasons lor this. The miners
had suffered & cut in real wages such that they
had sunk o 8 postion from being the top
wage carners in the Fifties to 4 posilion before
the sirike where they were about | 3th in the
Table. The same perod had seen masive
redundancies and pil closures with manpowes
being cut by hall in that period, Also a docile
trade union adership, (NUM) had passively
witnegied this worsening situation.  Added ta
these was Lhe general wnrest in the British
Labour Movement over Che rsing unemploy-
ment and the growing hostility towards rhe
Tory frovernment,

The miners started off in an unfavourabis posi-
tion. It had heen o mild winter, Demand for
coal was low and stocks in the power stationy
were high, The Heath povernment adapted its
predicluble "ot an inch” pose hoping to in-
Mict @ decisive defeat on the miness and Force
them back Lo work on the government's termas,
The militancy and taclics of the minoes were
decisive. They bogan an imaginative campaign
of picketing: power stotions, ports, and even
ehips were picketed by mdnes [rom spead

-y

grodsie of small and médivm mine owners
and farmers.

I'he white working <lass @i not proceed Li-
dustrial development but wis 2 conseguences
of it and therefore lived in & high wage eco-
noany. By the end of the (hirties, chey the
small manufaciuring petty-bourgesisie consti-
tuted the bulk of REhodeslan whites, The proh-
fem, however, for the white rurnl bourgeoisie
was 1o expand the internal market for their
produce while harmonisiog the interests of
the other white clases and intemzcicnal
capltal

[ndustrialisation, whilz the answer 1o the
problem and approved by inlernationzl ca-
pitatism, could only be achieved by the pro-
wtarianization of the Africans. This could

not Be accepied as it would Firstly be a
threat to the rural bourpeoisie s the Form
of o clasa of African capitalist farmers and

a threat to the white workers in the form
of & black proletariat,

The solution was found in a series of maio:
racist scts to reduce the threat of African
competition In every area. While power was
therefore consolidated in this period by push-
ing the Alricans into a staie of semi-destrug:
Licimn,

After the second world war, however, indu-
sinalisation grew and with it & black proleca-
riat slowly severed from the relative securiy
of the knd; more class conscions and wilh
strong social and political roots in the pea-
LUy Eecause of thelr common exploitation,
Fuor thiznew mdusirial sector new outlets were
noeded dnd it came fo depend more upen the
growth ef purchasing power of the African
workers wha were, in fact, a sgnificant pari
of the black population, numbering in 1968

P 70000 ouk ol 4400 D00

Import substitulion and European migratios
provided the initial growth of the manofac
turing sector, bul the question of 1he Afri-
cany mearkel could not e put off while aven
the demand for labos in all sectors of in-
dustry was by oo means salistied br Euro-
pedn migration,

Thus, we have the interest of intemasicnal
capital, which had gained o hold in every
Indusitial sectar, now no lonpar coanciding
with that of the white nunal hourgesisie. The
Khodesian government seeing this contradic
tion [a the Torties and filties tried 1o create
AN African proletaral bt dee (o mititan
Wikle rezclion all such ventures ended in

T T T ey g P S T

menthers o cooperate with the miners’ pickets.
Muny stodents From wniversitbes and polylech-
nics joined in the struggles, In some areas stu-
dents gl their univeraities at the disposal of
the Clying-prckets, To many miners this way
gigmificant il contrasted shaeply with the

last national coal strike in 1928 when the stu-
dents had plaved a decigive role as strike break-
s {from g political point of view it & instru-
five fo note the male the students had plaved

in the slrike - many political groups segard

drastiealiy. Heath, having completely under-
catirared che miners copacity to struggle rea-
lized that he had a major delezt on hig hands
Criven rhe ggirarion in Srifgln ghouw the role
of rroops (n freland, using them apaing: heir
Yowa people ™ wonld hive beer vighly darger-
dus. He kad to rétreat. A Court of Enquiny
the Wilberforoe enguiry, wis set up.

With the award of a 2% rise o the miners
Heath's government is in crisis. Many other

B T [————
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THE SALTLLY PICKET: A tuping poing in the miners ' séreke, Here the combined action of
the miners and Birsingham s workers striking in solidinity ferced the Police ro clise the power

ATl s prres,

the studest population ze no more than an
area of recruitinent to the revalutionary move-
ment fasling to realise os che strike o Britain
clearly showed, that 25 2 disting socinl lwer

studoots are capable of foking political bitiatives

in their own right],

A the sirike procesded the pekesing bepan

i hite, The coal supplizs were suddenly found
02 be running out. Suppoct for fhe mines con-
Linued to prow. Ooeday sympithy sitikes

- Pl ; - O i

b close, The employ ment figures shet ap

dnd sgrarian capitabism ac the expense of the
Africans. After militant response 1o this
from the Africans the mational capitalisl,

the petty bowrgeoisie and the while work-
ing class polarised around Lhe Bhodesiza
Front Party that b conerolizd 1 hodesia
since 1962, UDI, hiaving been declared i
1964, only resulted in 2 gmyall decTesse in
the fortunes of the African papulation,

Hud DD not been declared the situition of
the black mses could only have continued
to deterdorate, a8 it hed dore ginee the
beginning of Imperial cxploiation of Rhodi-
sk, The pressat sitwalion in B bodesia exis-
ted i South Africs ten vears or =0 apo 2nd
as in 5. A, for intesnational and aatiomal
capital in Rhodesia, apartheid s become
the wnly way of even temperarily teantaining
stabilicy,

I'his way limited expansion and ar offestting
of a giowth of an African proletariat can

be jchieved at the ekpenss of the African
rural medisds. bl here the |'|;:.rr_\-'||:|3 for ]._.'\-"!-
lerm economic stagnation ia being applied,
Thug, the white racist regicse and its im-
perialicl backers are heading alone a coad af
deadly contradiction: Buf there i nothing
inevitable aboul its fatality, The strogole

to decdpitole 5f has 10 be well prepared,

Fatrick Fennelly

sectionsof the British working class, having
learned tle power of militant accion 2nd soli-
dacily, will themselves ke encourped 1o take
o their besses sad rilers, Dot it is on the
long tecin stralegy that the Impact of rhe
milers sirike {550 imporiant, Many keading
ruling clask papers in Aritain are now cefti-
cally questioning the wisdom of the Heath
alyle of povernment, They feel that the
rathiess confrontalionist stvle of govem-
menl las ol paid

STt Beliy o1 Britah capltaliven dmd of thie

British ruling class deepenc,

F.I. DEMONSTRATES
SOLIDARITY

All over the world the Fourth Internations: has
beat nrganising aolidarity with the sational libor-
dtiom struggle in Ireland. In pasticular they lave
attempled to mobilise support for the s palgns
being wagsd by the IRA. Below we give chree
brief reporls carried cut by our comsades in

b urope,

Paris. Members of the Livus Communisie oo
vupizd the otfices of Botish Railwa v, Hund-
reds of Parisians watched on us the Red Flag of
Lhe Fourth [nteraational wes hodsted and large
Red Banners wers flown from the windows with
slognne such 2 Sulidaricy with the JRA™ and
“Wictory to the Irish  Revolution™ inseehad
LA

West Berlin. A demmonstrution of over 1,300 people

wila anginied by our Geerman comrades of 1he
GfM 1o the British Conaulate General, Skogans of
solidariy with thie IRA and for the withdmwal of
British Troops were pmin raised,
Stockholm, Sixty militants of the RME { Swedish
sympat hising section of the Fhocoupied the BEA
Difices and mounted a continuous picket on the
fritish Embasy,

THE
REVOLUTIONARY
MARXIST GROUP

Revolutionary socialist organisation in soli-
darity with Faurth internationl.

| am interestad in getting mere information
about the R MG

NAME | |

BEERIRRLIENE s oL LT s et

Send to: The Secretary; AMG: 58, Narth

PLOWGH BOOK SEFI:‘u:IL'.‘E
Books Inchade:

Introduction to Logic of Marsism: Georga
Movack Price £0,62'%

Intraduction to Marxist Economice; Ermest
Mande| Price £0.37%

What s Trotskyism?: Emest Mands|
Prica £0.10

58, Morth Great Charles Street, Dublin,

| Great Charles Stroat Dubiin. 1

MARXIST DISCUSSION GROUP
Lectures and discussions on topics of
gengral Marxist theory, Irish Politics
and History,

Sundays: 6,30-9.30 p.m,

38, North Great Charles Street,
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WAGES AND PRICES

*Excessive wage increases are wrecking the economy’

In this article N. Markin shows that this claim by

the employers and the government is

a myth and argues that workers

have no interest in accepting ‘wage agreements’.

Inflation once an eoonomic jargon ferm, has
now become a household word. And Gttke
wonder! Last year pricee increased on ower TI0
differeni products. The more alarming increases
were on: general groceries, up | 7% meal, up

I 1% bus Tares, up 38%: gas, up 1 6%, electricity,
up %5%; fuel oil, up 20¢%; newspapers up 34%;
posisge, up 49%. Dn average pncés wera in-
flated by §.5%. But as the above fipures show,
this sversge conceals o substantial risé in the
cogl of emseniial and every day items and & parml-
Il rige in the cost of living for the ordinary
worker,

DEMAND THEORY

The wsual explanation offered for inflation, by
the government aad professional economists
i that increased wages add to production costs,
and that these production costs have (o be re-
covered by increasing prices, Profoundity is
bestowed upon thin explanation by entitling it
the Dwmsand Theory. However, this “theory'

i e the old fddle about the ben and the egg.
The question & which comes firsl . the rise
wagrs, which thes puih prices ap, or the roe oo
o which throogh increatng the oosl of by
oy drrey wapes up. Dbwioualy, yowr anvwer will
b coadmcted by your clam @irres” Employ -
ooy willl mwy Dl thee bdasme by with in e

¢ tﬂh“ﬂ a bes with

s 1o
by the use the Federsted Union of Employens
makey of it. Recenthy, Mr. Paudge Brennan,
Mimister of Labowr, puat thelr anpament in a nut-
bl when he snid- 1 wages rise the price of
oy exporis will also rise and make them less
competitive. This will make Irefand less attrac-
tive ko investors, and industry and employmen
fuil to expand,” The natural conclusion is

that workers, in their own intereste, should

sop demanding more pay —a very gralilying
conclesion as far as any employer is con-
cerned!

Of course workers may be flattered to learn
thal they hawve such contral and inflosnce over
the economy. |ndeed, they might even begin
to ask il Fianna Fail and the F,LLE, ane really
needed at all! However, the matier needs to he
cormnaidered further,

PECULIAR CONDITIONS OF IRELAND

Inflation in Ireland last yesr rose almost 9%,

In Britain it rose by | 2% the United Slates

by 11,5%, and in Evrope as &8 whole, 11.9%:;

A5 most [rish exports go o these three aroas

it can besaid that not atone did Irish products
nol hepome lem competitive, but in fact became,
moTe competitive. These figures show Lhal Fo-
reign goods became about 3% desrer than home
produced goods. 5o in this event, even if we
accept the 'Demand Theory™ it does not, in
ihe case of Ireland, justify any call for wage res-
traints.

Rui apart from this Lhe nature of the Irish
economy should be examined. For instance,
while in countries like France imponts account
for only 14% of the Gross National Product, n
Ireland imporis comprise more than 40¢% of
the GNP This means thst the government has
no effectoe way of controfling a huge porion
of the products which sppear oo the mariet
-d :-‘l -ﬁ- Hﬂ“tﬂﬂ hﬁ-

!.I.uj d:ltlru-u whelher or nol there i I.l 2 ’ilhlmll

Betwean Detober G0 and December 70 the
averags enrnings, fora male adult employed in
the transportahle geods industries, rose from
£9 7R to E24 BE ie. by I54%,

Herwever this figure 15 more than slightly exag-

gernted and cannot be taken al its face value.

TABRLE 1, Weekly Money Income and Real
Income of Adult Male Industelal Workers
1960-1970.

Cee 6l Oct6d Oer

i £ L

L. {Gress eamings 978 1382 24,88
1 Social insuceEnce 014 - aa7 0.7%
1. Income tax (PAYE) - - 1,33
4. Mer eamings (1-2-3) .04 1345 I3
5. Chiddren’s allovwances 0,18  0L2%  féd
&, Gaosa money incom

il +5) 9496 1411 2534
7. Net money mcGime 3

{6-2-3) 982 1374 2183
R Real gross incoms

{at 160 prices) 9w 151 1554
§. Real ool mooime (4t

1960 pooes) 582 113 1400

I e0-68 6570 LO60-TOY

Percentape incréase in % = 1
10, Congamer price index 2Xa 330 frd.]

11, Gross parnings {1) 41.3 RO 1544
12, Gross mansy inceme

] 41.7 T96 1544
13, Met maoey imcodnd

(7 199 GEZ 13ZE
14, Real gross mcoma (0] 156 35.0 S50
15, Kedl nod income (9 142 4.9 42,6

Motes.

1. Awvemge weskly =irnings of men | yenrs and
ey in Detober 1960 and 1965 and male woedkens
om adalt rates i Deegmber 1970 engaged in trans
portable goods mdwstries.

2. Drdinary rats peyahle by mals smpleyecs.

3 Aamouni payabie by marred mao with (oo
childnn.

4. Amoimt payable in mespect of Twn chilidren.

Fraw Trade Union freformaiion Sullerin,

A number of deductions are necessary. Over
this decade Social lmsumnoe contributions, ig-
creased from [4 p io T8 p Lz 600% [ Alithough

pq.' i:r|.|:r|1.-: ‘I:u.1 'wh ] ] ;
andér PAYE. Al told, today £47 million of the

Wags Agreemeni in existence, since these impor- 147 million collected in income tax comes from

trd goods wre milated already and prices will fse

accordingly.

Aguin, even if we accept the “Demand Theory™,
i leekand i proves more than useless.

DEMAND THEORY REFUTED

But even a cursory glance at siatistics supphied
by Lhe government s enough to refute the “De-

mand Theory™ as such, If we calcubste the ries in

wapes over 3 pericd we will see thet this nise has
been paralleled by pn incresse noutput, and
cannot therefore be congidered as a contributing
factor to inflation, from the point of view of
“Demand Theory™ or any other theory.

the workers pockst, leaving him one of the most
heavily taxed workers in Ewrope. Finally we
muil remember, that in the period betwesn Oct.
&0 and Deec. 68 prices rose by 63%. All in all,
when these deductions sre made we find thar
the real increase in wages has been onby 435,

Om the other hand, accompanying this incresss
in wapes has been the relative growth in industry
[uring che 80's exponsion was suslained at an
pverage mie of 6% sach year which ndds up Lo an
overall growth of approximately a0,

This menns thil the rise in real wapes (435
was well below the rise in productivicy (a07%)

: _Nthfﬂﬂlﬂhl'

comsequently it is impossible to uphold the

claim that wages push up procse as the nise

in wages didn't even cover the expansion of
outpul (see Table 1)

SIX COUNTIES

The same is true of the Six Co's: Thus, the
“Northern Ireland Economic Repatt on 19707
shows that while wages rose by 13% in the
previous year, productivity increased by 7%
(indeed in the bigimportant lextile industry.
it increased by 14%). However, the re oain-
ing B% wae not char Yprofit™ f'nf the wotker
since in Lhe same perlod prices ross by 7.5%,
This showa that the increase in income  in
waorkers whove and beyond productivity
accurs only o mest Lhe rising cost of Lving
In view of the above fipures the Unionists
cleim that the workers are robbiag the coun-
trw is richcuolous,

HOW TO FIGHT INFLATION

leflation resulis not, from wage demands bot
becauss of an inherent contradiction in the
present gystem of production, [uee to the
competitive nalure of capitaliam each em-
plover is forced to sxpand and inlensily his
use of machinery if he is to aurvive. There-
fore the amount of capital inwesled in ma-
chinety and plant Lncreages relatively (o capi-
tal investod in labour. Eut as the Labour
Theory of Valwe { which was oniginated not
by the Socialists bul by the employets thee-
selves) explaing, profit occurs onlr on the
capital invested in Inbour. Consequently, Che
contradiction arises, that the more developed
the capitalist system becomes, Lhe les profis
the ediplovers make, ~ But of course, the em-
plovers nre ned satisfied with chis and at every
turn attempt oo foTee up prices in order (o
compensate for declining profits,

This is the anly weapone the workers have af

their disposal in the fight againat inflation

are wapes demands. When prices sise the

only way of correcting the resulting imbal-

ance is through demanding more pay. Inthe

light of this the blindness and tréachery of

ihe trede unkon leaders in signing the National

Wage Agreement can be seen. [nflation cam-
ALr h“ « e B

30 is. fatten tha umplmrm purses and em-
poverish the workees ¢ven furiher. 11 B noi

ising that the trade union eaders dida't
dare put these proposals before the mak and
file of the unions.

Trade unionists must begin ta fight back now.
Having regard to the real nature of inflation
rhey should demand an agreement which al-
laws for an anromatic increase in wmges linked
o the rise o prices.

FIGHT INFLATIONM

- For a Wage Agreement linked to the cost of

living!
. Markin
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OUR
REVOLUTIONARY
HERITAGE

{Below we reprint e section of Connolly’s
pamphlet Socialism Made Easy, The pam-
phlet is published by us in Plough Book
Service and bas & valuable introduction by
Cde D.R. Lysaght, Price 15 p).

Burl i it thelr properiy, Why should E‘a:i-:rf
ists corrfipcate it ? afir =

Their property, eh? Let us see: Hete jsa
cutting from the New York World giving

& synopais of the Anoual Report of the Coats
Thread Company of Pawtocket, Rhode Island,
for 1907, Now let ue examine it, and bear in
mand that this company is the hasis of the
Thread Trust, with branches in Paisley (Scot-
land} and on the continent of Europe.

Algo bear in mind chet it i3 not a “borrikle
example™ bul simply a norma$ype of 2
normally conducted industry. and therefore
what applies to it will apply m preater or lesa
degree to all others.

This report gives the divldand for the year

at X0 per cent. per annuo Twenty per cent.
divident means four shillings in the pound
profit. Now, what is a profit?

According to Socealists, profit onby existe
whean nll other items ol production are paid
for, The workers by their labour must create
encugh wealth ta pay for cerlain items hefore
proelit appears, T hey must pay for the oost
of raw materal, the wear and tear of machi-
nery, buildinge, ete, {the deprecistion of capl-
tall, the wages of suparintendance, Cheir owmn

wages, snd 2 certain amount to be left aside
a5 4 reserve fund to mest all posaible contin-
genciss, Afler, and only after, all these reme
have been paid For by their labous, all that is
left is profit.

With this company Lhe profic amounted to
four ehillings on every pound investead,

What does this mean! 11 means that in the
courae of five years—five times four shillings
equals one pound—ibe workers in the indostry
had created enough proefil Lo buy the whobs
industry from its pregent owners. [f means
that after poying all the expenses of the fac-
Lory, ncludug chelr own wages, they creatad

enotph profit foboy the whole building,

fromthe poof to the baszment, ull the offices
and ngencies, und everyihing in the shape of
capltel. All this in five yenrs,

And after they hod so baught it from the
capitalists it gtill belonged o the copitalists,

At mesns that if o capitalist had invested

L1000 in rhet indoatry, in the course of e
vears he would draw out & thousand poande,
and still have a thouwsand pounds lying theme
untowched; in the couwrse of ten years he would
draw two thousand pounds, in fifteen years

he wauld draw chree thousand pounds, And
gtill his firsl thougand pounds would be as
virgin ns ever.

Yo understand that thiz has been going on
ever Fnce the capitalist system came into
being; a1l the capital in the world has been
paid for by the working cless over and over
again, and we are stll creacing it, and recreat-
ing it. And the oftener we buy It the less it
belomngs to us.

The capital of the master clsgs is not their pro-
perty; it is the unpaid labour of the working
clage—"the hire of the labourer kept back by
froud,”




