


2 Soclalist Worker

I Yo submit articles

' or letters to
Soclallst Worker

\ you can contact
us at

| : (01) 872 3054

e: editor@swp.le

Wi Www.sSwp.ie

Contact the SWP in
| your area:
‘ COUNTRYWIDE

e |

— . - - -

attackon

By GORETTI HORGAN

WHEN THE Westminster Parliament decided in Oct
not to debate extending the Abortion Act to the North
of Ireland, women's rights activists warned that this was
leaving women's health in the hands of ‘an evangelical
Taliban'.

Those warnings have now been shown to be all too
true,
In Nov, the Assembly’s Health Committee sent its
response to the draft guidelines on abortion issued in
July to Health Minister McGimpsey. The Committee is
chaired by Iris Robinson, the MP and MLA who told
the BBC that homosexuality is ‘an abomination’ and
that it the duty of government ‘to implement god's law.
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by PIETRO TAVIANI
THE HUGE wave of protests

The ongoing protests
have impacted into the
workplace giving confi-

by students, teachers, lecturers | dence to workers facing

and school students continues | assaults on jobs, contracts

to send shock waves across | and conditions.

Italy. ) Museums and galleries
The demonstrations in Rome were shut as staff

are against the Berlusconi struck over fears of job cuts

government's assault on when contracts are repewed

secondary and higher next month.

education.

Unofficial strikes by

' SF & DUP fundamentalist

women’s rights

However, many people felt that the presence of three Sinn
Fein women on the committee would mean that it could
not be too anti-woman in its response. Unfortunately,
it seems that Sinn Fein is going along with the DUP
fundamentalist approach to abortion rights.

The first paragraph of the committee's response
says that it ‘fully endorsed the statement by Professor
John Keown who argued that “The starting point of the
Guidance should have been a clear statement of the il-
legality of abortion in Northern Ireland: that it is a crime
punishable by a maximum of life imprisonment to use
any means with intent to procure miscarriage, and an
offence to supply means knowing that they are to be
used with that intent.”

The Assembly Committee’s response then goes on o
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| pilots and cabin crew led
. to over 300 Alitalia flights
being cancelled.

The action was in de-
fence of jobs as the state
owned company was sold

| off to a group of private
| investors.

December also saw
a general strike called

‘ by the main trade unjon
| federation,

ONE HUNDRED

and fifty workers at
Swissco organised a
sit-in at their factory in
Little Island near Cork
city when the company
failed to pay their
wages for two weeks
running to December

say that it “is concerned that there is no mention in the
draft of the rights of the unborn baby and believe that
it must be made clear that all those involved including
health care professionals and cpunsc!lorf need to take
the rights of the child into consideration”. )

It also argues that an assessment of awoman's men-
tal health “must always be carried out by a relevant
and fully competent professional™ - in other words, a
psychiatrist. ) p

What it doesn’t say is that Prof Keown’s response
was written at the request of the Association of Catholic
Lawyers in Ireland. So, an alliance of Catholic fundamen-
talists and Protestant evangelicals are now deciding on
women's rights in the North. It is a disgrace that Sinn

Fein are allowing this to happen.

08.

Swissco supplied
pre-packed meals to
the Musgrave chain.
Some of the workers
have been with the
company from 1974,

SIPTU represented
120 of their number

Mass deportation

FIFTY SIX Nigerians
were deported
on Thursday 11th

From Tua;lny 3rd
December the Garda
National Immigration

Bureau (GNIB
o T ) raided

seeker accommodati
centres around the v
country, arresting
men and women and
putting any children
M had into "mn
These people were
not accused of any

cri
i

Of the 56 deported,
16 were children.
The plane began its

 journey in London with

!

12 Nigerians rted
from Britain. T
The cost to the tax
Payer here, for the
plane was €200,000,
according to the Star.
Exploitation in
restaurant industry
The Migrant Rights

Centre Ireland (MRCI)

launched a report in
December exposing
the exploitation of
migrant workers in
Ireland 's Restaurants.
The report,
Exploitation in

 Ireland's Restaurant

and for several days
and demanded
answers from the
company.

The company was
put into liquidation
but the workers
occupation meant they
got their money.

Industry, is based on
' the results of 115 one-
" hour surveys of migrant
‘ workers employed In
| restaurants in Ireland -
| They found
W 53% earned less
than the minimum
hourly wage;
‘M 43% worked In
excess of the legal
limit of 48 hours per

week;

B 44% did not get
rest breaks;

'm  85%did not

' receive overtime pay
' or extra pay for Sunday
- work
‘W 84% did not
receive a contract of
terms of employm
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