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Teachers and parents protest at cuts

ALL THREE teachers un-
ions, the ASTI, INTO and
TUI, are balloting for strike
action over the ‘pension levy”.
The pay cut will mean many
teachers cannot afford to pay
their mortgages.

Niall Smyth, branch sec-
retary of the INTO, Dublin
City North Branch, said “On
Wednesday 11th February,
a packed emergency meet-

ing of 500 members of our
branch unanimously passed
a resolution calling for a
strong campaign of united
industrial action across the
public service”.
“Teachersexpressed anger
and outrage at the manner in
which the public service have
been targeted in an attempt
by government to scapegoat
workers for the financial crisis
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which they did not create”,

Many teachers spoke of the
concerted attempt to place a
divide between public and
private sector workers and
expressed their solidarity
with workers in the private
sector.

Anger was also ex-
pressed at the further cuts
in special needs provision
announced.

Pigture: Pauls Geraghty

A motion, passed una-
nomiously by the packed
meeting, demanded a strong
and determined campaign to
include:

B Protests at the clinics and
offices of government TDs
and councilors,

B Aone-daywork stoppage
across the public sector as a
first step in building a broad
unified campaign

Bus workers vote to strike over cuts

WORKERS IN
Dublin Bus have voted
overwhelminly for strike

action to stop job cuts and |

management's attempt

to tear up all previous

agreements about working

conditions like travel time.
[t will also mean up to

120 buses will be cut from |

bus routes,
Busworkers have

held protests against
Noel Dempsey at the
Department of Transport.
They also protested at the
Green Party head office.
Owen McCormack, a
busworker in Harristown
garrage, said "The Greens
made action on climate
change a central reason
to enter government, but

I here they are cutting 300

buses while telling us they |

want people to stop using
cars.”

“We're protesting
against the laying off
of hundreds of drivers
and hundreds more of
ancillerary workers."

Ali from Phibsboro
garrage “l lived in a few
different countries and
whenever governments

try to pull out of public
services it’s the beginning
of something really bad.
It's a joke, they are giving
50 much money to bankers
but cutting public services.
We are going to support
the ICTU protests against
the government cuts. |
think all workers should
stand together against the
cuts.”

Parents of schoolchildren join the protests over cuts

THE NATIONAL Parents
Council has launched a
campaign to reverse the gov-
ernment’s education cuts.

Thousands of postcards
will be sent to parents across
the country asking them to
protest against the cuts.

The government’s cut-
backs in education will have
a drastic effect on Primary
schools.

For example in Tralee,

Scoil Eoin, which will have
over 600 students next year,
three quarters of its students
are studying in prefabs. The
school will lose one teacher
as a direct result of the in-
crease in class sizes and will
face cutbacks in language
support staff.

The cuts will reduce
teacher numbers by at Jeast
athousand, Theywill increase
primary school class sizes

from twenty seven children
per class to twenty eight.

Theywill abolish substitute
cover for teachers, the pro-
vision of English Language
support teachers. Special
Neadsand Traveller cducation
funding will also be cut.

School Transport charges
are set to increase and the
Free Book Scheme is to be
axed.

Scoil Eoin’s Principal,

Taxi drivers strike over free market madness

THOUSANDS OF taxi
drivers marched for a third
time to the Dail and the
Department of Transport.
Chants of “Dempsey,
Dempsey, Dempsey, Out,
Out, Out” filled the streets
around Dail Eireann.

The protests are
organised by Taxi drivers
for change, a rank and file
group of taxi drivers,

The policy of deregulation
has been a disaster for taxi
drivers. There are over

14,000 taxis in Dublin and
the regulator says there are
another 5000 new licenses
pending, more than in New
York City. The situation is
so bad that many drivers are
now working 14 to 16 hour

days to break even.,
4 There are only 560 taxi

spaces in Dublin for all these

taxis. The situation is so bad
that the Gardai are asking

| taxidrivers to leave city

| centre areas because there

| aren't enough spaces for all
the taxis.

The multicultural crowd
reflected the new Irish
working class. The protest

| inchuded drivers from

| Britain, Nigeria and Poland.
There was also a delegation

' of drivers from Galway

| cityat the previous week's

| march.

Jim Weldon, one of the
organisers said, “Don't let
them divide us. We're all
taxi drivers here, it doesn't

matter if you're from Ireland
or from somewhere else in
the world, we all have to
stand together, everyone has
aright towork and earn a

| decentwage.”

The only people
benefiting from the current
set up are the radio and taxi
companies and the car hire
companies, The drivers are
being forced to carry the cost
of deregulation.

This is all the result of
a capitalist approach to
public transport. Instead
of a planned and regulated
transport sector the
government, including the
Greens, are pushing a free
market approach to public
transport,

Kieran O'Toole, said “for
decades a new school has
been promised, and noth-
ing has happened™.

Sean Moraghan, People
Before Profit candidate in
Tralee said, “There is a mas-
sive number of out of work
construction workers in
Tralee at the moment who
could be usefully employed
in such school building
programme.”

Taxi drivers protestiin Dublin
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By EAMONN MCCANN

DERRY CITY Council has
cut the opening hours of
Brook Park and St. Columb's
Park leisure centres and
ordered the closure of two
recycling centres as part of
a cost-cutling exercise,

The centres serve work-
ing class areas where a
lack of amenities results
in constant complaints of
“anti-social” behaviour by
young people. _

Now local SDLPand Sinn
Fein representatives have
backed a move which will
make things worse.

The chair of the Policy
and Resources Committee,
Elisha McLaughlin of Sinn
Fein, thanked the council
officials who devised the
cuts and praised them as
“reflect(ing) the strategic
approach which we have
been endeavouring to use

SF & SDLP back
Derry City cuts

in Eeccnl years™,
ouncillor Mel.

defended the mc:lls:::urizl.;:
kecp{ng rates down gpg
meeting financia! targets
set hy S(Ol‘mom"-‘\\'hich in
turn operates withip, limits
set by the British Trogsun.
Neither Nationalise pa;i(
seemed embarrassed g
be implementing cyts or-
dered from London which
target the interests of loca|
people.

The iden of a fight-back
doesn’t occur to them,

Meanwhile, all the coungit
parties back subsidising City
of Derry airport, which ef-
fectively exists to facilitate
Ryanair.

The SDLP and Sinn Fein
have shown themselves as
willing as the Unionists or
Fianna Fail to solve a finan-
cial problem by trampling on
ordinary peoplewhile bowing
the knee to big business.

NI health cuts

HEALTH MINISTER, |

Michael McGimpsey,
has fmposed massive
cuts on the health

service, including !

axing over 700 nursing

Jobs, i
Sinn Fein, the

PUP aml the SDLI?

alt complain loudiy
about this, but they
agreed the budget that
has resulted in the
NHS being slashed.
They should make
McGimpscy cut NHS
Fat Cat exceutives' jobs
and keep nurses.

Change Wilson
can't believe in

8y GORETTI HORGAN

SAMMY WILSON, NI
Environment Minister, is
the lirst Stormont Minister to
lose a no-confidence vote.

I'he Environment
Committee vored no con-
fidence in him on the [2th
February for hanning a
government climate change
advert.

Although 99% of sci-
entists say the evidence is
clear that greenhouse gas
emissions from industry
and transport are causing
the earth to warm to dan-
gerously high levels, Sammy
doesn’t believe them.

Up to recently, his views
have been a bit of a joke, but
then he used his position as
Environment Minister to ban
an advertising campaign
by the Dept of Energy and
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Climate Change in London.
The campaign was to high-
light energy cfficicncy in the
homeby, forexample, switch-
ing off standby settings.

But the controversy sur-
rounding Sammy Wilson's
irrational views tells us less
about climate change and
maore about the ridiculous
set-up in Stormont and the
way in which the DUP are
able do whatever they want
and get away with it. Because
the Agreement has setup in-
stitutions where Ministers
are not accountable to the
Assembly, but each of the
two larger Parties (Sinn Fein
and the DUP) has a veto over
every decision.

This means that it is
impossible to get rid of
a Minister, which is why
Wilson has not been forced
to resign.
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