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Let’s put them under pressure. ..

Protest against

Picinres show people

prafesting at Leinster Howse at
the Peaple’s Assembily

on 18 Septensber

another rotten budget

FOR. the past few years, the Fine Gael-Labour govern-
ment has behaved as if it is invincible.

They thought they could face down any opposition
and get away with it.

Small concessions were made when people protested
about home helps or disability cuts but, broadly
speaking, the strategy of ‘not an inch’ appeared 1o
work. But now the cracks have begun to appear.

Senate Defeat
THE first pressure poine is their defeat on a Senate
referendum.

Transport Minister, Leo Varadkar has acknowl-
edged that it is a ‘big blow’ while Sunday Business
Post commentator, Pat Leahy, has written that, ‘the
result closes the first chapter in the Coalition's life -
the “We are the masters now’ phase.

In itself, the issue is not of major importance. The
Senate offers no protection against a ‘power grab’ by
Fine Gacl-Labour. And illusions about ‘protecting the
constitution’ may have convinced many o vote no.

But cven though there are different elements in
the vote it showed that the majority of people have
no trust in the government.

They realise ﬁ'm': Kenny's rhetoric about a ‘political
revolution is a sham and there is a palpable sentiment
for real democracy where politicians cannot get away
with falsc promises to win their seats.

The second big pressure point on the government
15 the decline in Labour’s popularity.

The party has shrunk to less than 10% in the polls
and is facing wipe out.

With local elections in 2014, Labour politicians have
suddenly started to talk about ‘being more Labour',

This means they will try to ‘throw shapes’ and
pretend they have concern for low and middle in-
come workers.

But this can also lead to the destabilisation of the
gOVErNmEnt.
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Labour's shame

Diespite these manocuvres, the truth is that Labour has
done everything to muzzle Irish workers by ensuring
that their friends in SIPTU and the ICTU do not
organise cHective protests against austerity.

They are traitors who need to be driven out of the
ranks of the labour movement.

The third [pTEssUTE POINE IS the i'.-ulf'.'-'sing of resistance
in the unions, Sccondary teachers, junior doctors,
ESB workers and bus workers are all discussing the
possibility of taking action against the artacks on their
conditions.

The ASTI are the first union to break clearly from
the Haddington Road agreement —and there are many
other workers who are looking on their struggle with
sympathy.

]]‘mtugj‘unut the health service, J-ﬂrn'x.uan-.-. there is
growing anger with union leaders who sold an agree-
ment — under duress- which has led to a los of overtime
and much worse conditions.

The government strategy is to isolate unions like
ASTT and use the example to terrify everyone,

That is the reason why a Labour Minister, Ruairi
Cuiinn, has threatened 300 feed term contract teachers
with the loss of employment — simply because they
are ASTI members.

But this weakened government can be beaten back
— if there is a risc in the protest movement.

Many are reaching an end of their patience but there
i5 a conflict between the demoralisation — which the
union leaders have encouraged- and anger.

Ower the next few weeks, socialists will look at the
specific items in the budget and start calling protest
mectings.

We want to help to ‘join the dots” and link pro-
test campaigns together through a People’s Assembly
MOVEMIEnE.

In their own words

“The protests in Sudan are the result
of a cumulative period of brutal
theocratic dictatorship. The regime
has oppressed the Sudanese people
for aver ten years sucking resources
[from the people and destroying the
country’s infrastructure. Meanwhile
a small clique bas enviched itself

on the backs of the workers and the
peasants. The elites on both sides of
the baorder want to talk up a national
conflict but the truth is that the peaple
of Sudan are starting to vise up.”

Yasir (A Sudanese activist at the recent
[pratest in Dublin's O ' Connell Street)

“The government thought it could
cut the subsidies for food and fuel
without resistance. When the struggle
started the government reacted with
massive appression, killing bundreds
of people in an attempt to intimidate
the masses. This basn't worked and
mare and more people are joining
the resistance every day. This will
hopefully be the start of a revelution
that will reignite the Arvab spring
across all of Africa.”

Sara (A Sudanese activist at the recent
[protest in Dublins Q' Connell Street)
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ESB workers

threaten
strike action

By Kieran Allen

ESB workers are
threatening strike action
over a major attack on
their pension rights.

In a shocking move,
the ESB began to
describe their pcnsion as
a Defined Contribution’
(DC) scheme rather
than a ‘Defined Benefit'
scheme in reports issued
after 2011.

A DC scheme means
that the pension is based
on stock market returns
that accruc after years of
investment.

The worker risks their
savings in the ations
of the stock cxchange.

A Defined Benehit
scheme by contrast
means that a worker is
guaranteed a proportion
of their final salary.

The ESB wanted to
remove pension liabilities
of its balance sheet 50

that it could borrow
more.

And it assumed that
the rigl‘uu of its workers
mattered little.

Most workers in
the ESB have been in
their jobs since before
1995 and this means
that they have not been
paying a social security
contribution which
would entitle them to a
state pension.

They are entirely
reliant on their
occupational scheme.

Dehcit

To make matters
worse, there are
indications that the ESB
pension scheme may be
in deficit.

Yet instead of
addressing this issuc the
management have made
a special payment to the
government of nearly
€500 million.

The Labour Minister,
Joan Burton, has given
the pension regulator
power to wind up
schemes that are in

deficit and workers are

tl'll.‘H'FﬂI{: YEry wmrir:l.

Water metering commences

WATER metering was
rolled out in Maynooth in
late August, in the first run
of metering in the country.

In response, members
of Morth Kildare's
CAHWT organised a
public meeting to discuss
possible responses to the
installation.

Speaking at the meeting
were Martin Grehan,
People Before Profit's
candidate in Maynooth
for the local electons next
vear, and Reada Cronin
from Sinn Féin.

The meeting was
attended l'.q.' about 40
people and the speakers
from the top table and
floor demolished the
government's claim thar
water metenng is about
conservation of water.

Around 28% of
Kildare's water is lost
through leakage, but
mstread of hxing the
problem at source, the
ZOVEINMENt Wants to
charge us.

Metering is estimated to
conserve merely 1% so it is
hardly effective.

In reality, the
government is
-::nf:.' interested in
commodifying water to
gencrate revenue for big
business and the state.

Resistance

In terms of resistance, the
meeting agreed to produce
a lcaflet debunking the
EOVEIMIMENt's Conservation
claims.

We also agreed to try
to resist the installations
ph}'siﬁaJ!}'.

However it became clear
after the mecting that this
would not be possible.

Martin Grehan summed
up the position stating:
“Upon |.‘|.i.5-;.'1J'i:-i]]15 the
installation with workers
on my road, I discovered
that they are instructed
to ignore people resisting
installation, move onto the
next house and the house
that resisted will get an
estimated bill.

“The government
has learned from their
defeat in the Houschold
Tax campaign. | think
it's important to note
that resistance on a mass
scale, like organising a
street, or whole estate to
resist, might prove more
effective.

“But I really think the
main form of resistance
will come once the frst
bills arrive.

“There can be no threats
of revenue this ime. And
our main focus in North
Kildare will be building a
campaign of non-payment
in 2015."

Another attempt to pus
a rotten deal on drivers?

By Owen Mc Cormack

DUBLIN bus drivers are facing
sible fourth ballot on cost curting plans
after the intervention of a “high level”
Jn'-utlynun into why drivers rejected
three previous ballats.

(On each occasion drivers faced

threats and massive intimidation by

both the company and their own of-
hicials to try to get them to accept cus
in earnings and widespread changes
in their conditions.

Mow a committee comprised of

IBEC: D anny McCoy, Diavid Begg
of ICTU and a couple of civil servants
are investigating why drivers wont take
cuts to their wages and conditions!

The inclusion of a r-:.prr.s-;.nt.ujw.
of the :.mptm*t'rﬁ organisation [BEC
alongside the thoroughly discrediced
Begg mcans most drivers have reacted
negatively to the “investigation” and
any possible cutcome.

Junior doctors set to strike

By an anonymous doctor in a
Dublin Hospital

Many belicve it is just another
elaborate attempt to dress up the same
proposals and justify yet another ballos
on the same deal.

Strike

All Dublin bus workers had i.ni.[i.ikl.}-
rejected the company’s cost Luttmg
p|.1|1s and held a three day strike in
carly August.

Orther grades then aLL-:.pr-:.d a re-
vised deal pushed by union ofhcials,
but drivers have held firm and voted
down two more artempis to push the
deal through.

On cach occasion the company and
officials have warned of dire conse-
quences and an immediate strike if
the package was rejected.

However, rejection of the deal has
been followed by yet another atempt o
push a revamped agreement on drivers.

It is clear that despite their tough
talking, both Varadkar and the com-

pamy are reluctant to take on drivers
in a bull scale atrack.

Privatisation
There was widespread support for the
three day strike by many other workers
who werne happy to see drivers reject the
austerity agenda and fight to defend
their pay and conditions.

Since the strike Varadkar has an-

nounced that the National Transport

Authority will contract out 10% of

Dublin Bus and Bus Eireann routes
to private non union firms.

The NTA also announced it was
effectively “fining” Dublin Bus for the
three day serike.

This is another way of trying to
browbeat drivers into accepting a
rotten deal.

The aim of the overall strategy by
Varadkar and the coalition is to brea
up CIE ard hand routes over to non
UNIoN CoOmpanics.

the IMO.

I'!DIIT!- Wﬂllli.t

any scrious manner with

The HSE have told the
media that doctors are
asl:.ing for triple pay for

in excess of

They hope this will mitigate any
impact of a strike by a militant and
well organised group of workers in
the future.

Union silence

Disgracefully both SIPTU and the
NBRU officials have remained largely
silent on Varadkars privatsation agenda
while Luupt'r.mn: tully with company
atternpts to push T ki carnings
under the cost cutting plans.

Dririvers have r-;.p:..u-;.dh pointed
out that the key issue in the dispute
is chronic government underfunding
of public transport.

One shop steward summed up
drivers feelings when he told the ‘in-
'r-:-:tjﬂ,.LtinE;nl"ﬁ-_i als’ “wre have nothing
elee o give, the USC, prc-p:rt', tanc an
the other cuts to our carnings means
many of us are on the breadline, we
are ready to fight any more cuts to
our livelihoods",

Wallis Strike

WORKERS in two
outlets of Wallis 1:|uthi.:n_|._:1

JUNIOR Daoctors are a 24 hour shift. shops in Limerick
sct to strike on Tucsday This is untrue. The went on strike on 21
8 October over working dispute has never been September.
conditions. about pay, but rather Staff vored

For generations, junior the demand for an end unanimously in
doctors have been ﬁj:lrcr.d to exploitative working favour of industrial
to do shifts, frequently conditions that are forcing action following the
in excess of 24-36 hours, Junior Doctors to emigrate. | announcement of
during which time they do Minister James Reilly plans to make workers
not receive any protected has said that patients will redundant.
!Iti.'.F or food breaks. than 48 hours per week. itk ﬁ'r.qu.tnt among this suffer if the strike gocs Mandate backed the

The survey also found section of doctors. ahead. action and stated that

IMO that 85% of Junior This is an txtmurclinar}r Whallis r-.-:nug—:d on an
In a recent survey by Doctors work continuous | HSE failure statement when he has agrecment to pay workers
the union representing shifts in cxcess of 24 hours | For over 10 years the overseen a health system a redundancy package
junior doctors, the Irish | with 37% working shifts | HSE have made promises | that allows paticnts to of five weeks per year of
Medical Organisation in cxcess of 36 hours. to make changes to this be looked after by slecp- service.
{IMO), it was found that These working inhumane system, but deprived doctors. Ballots for industrial
70% of junior doctors conditions negatively have failed time and again This system is action will take place in
worked in excess of 60 impact on the mental to deliver. dangerous for both the three Dublin scores
hours a week. health of these front line Junior doctors have patients and doctors, and ahead of the restructuring

This breaks EU law health care workers. decided to strike on the this strike is the only way of those stores, schedule
which states that no Deepression, substance issuc because the HSE to ensurc that paticnts are to take p|.11:-:.' on &
worker can work more abuse and suicide are all have failed to negotiate in | looked after in a safe way. October.
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What
socialists
Say

Ed Walshe:

Hypocrite of
the highest
order

ED Vvakhe never tires of telling
vulnerable people that they should
grin and bear their poverty and
misery.

¥hen single parents need some
bashing, Ed is abvays ready to take up
the challenge.

¥vhen a group of workers need
to be taken down a peg or twa, Ed 5
rolled out to stick the boot in

Just last week, VWalshe was heard
on almost every radio station
decrying the fact that teachers in
ASTI were holding the country to
ransom.

Atcording to Ed, teachers, many of
whom now need to wait five years
to earn around €27,000, should do
‘more with less’ and accept some
pain like the rest of us.

¥vhat Ed didn't care to mention
was that when he retired as
President of Limerick Uiniversity
he was given a lump sum of around
€185,000 and a yearly pension of
€100,000

That is almost four times that of
a turrently practicing teacher for a
man that does nothing more than
blight cur airwaves with reactionary
drivel

Ed was recently heard asking for
herces in the public sector

This apparently refers to those
people whao would be willing to work
for nothing for the good of society.

Shame Ed never thought to give
back any of his cbscene pension.

if he realiy wants to help. the
best thing Viakhe tan do is shut his
mouth for the good of the rest of us

Abortion rights
help to liberate
all women

OME of the most important ways
in which women are oppressed in
Ireland is through the control of
their bodies in reproduction.

Capitalism keeps women's
reproduction as a private affair with
ittle or no resources provided by
the state.

AT the same time, the Irish elites
want to contreol this ‘private affair’ in
the interests of controlling women.

Socalists believe in the absclute
right to bodily autonomy

However we ako believe in the
need to have the required levels of
material resources to ensure that
women's choices are increased not
diminished.

In essence we campaign for
waomen to have the right toa full
equal and valued role in society and
in its transformation.

The popular anger arcund the
failed attempt to block the X case
legiskation should be channeled
towards building 2 united campaign
of popular support and mobilisations

Haowever, this isn't all we can do.

Ve can ako campaign for apen
and legal provision of medical
abortions which would render the
incredibly restrictive ‘Protection
of Life During Pregnancy’ bill
unenforceable.

Every pro-choice action we do
helps to sustain the movement for
the lzng haul and every fight against
capitalism as a system of production
isalso a pro-choice action

Where next for the ASTT?

In the wake of a vote to reject the Haddington Road agreement, Socialist Worker spoke to Socialist
and &*adzﬂgﬂ.ﬁ 11 Fightback activist, Mark Walshe, about the next steps in the fight against the

govern ments aste ?‘.!IE]J

Q- Mark perbaps you could start by .ref'fmg our
readers abornt the events that led to ASTI rejecting
the Haddington Road Agreement.

Ans —The rejection of Haddington Road actually goes
back to Croke Park 1 (CP1).

ASTI members voted 2 to 1 to reject CP1 in 20110.

Unfortunately, the ASTI leade nhjp managed to dng
us back into talks and we ended up v oting a second tme.

The frustration and anger at tEJJ.T turn of events was
one of the key factors that led to the establishment of
ASTI FIGHTBACK in January 2011.

I was one of the founding members, along with Andrew
Phelan {formerly of the Socialist Party) and a few other
ASTI members.

We recognised that CP | was an agenda for the de-
struction of teachers pay and conditions into the furure
and we set out to build a rank and file movement that
could mount resistance.

I believe our campaigning h-::]p:.'d other activists to
understand the jn1|.1|i-::.Lrim15 of the Croke Park .'Lg-:ml.t.
and l':n. the time Haddjngtnn Road came around, many
more members had been alerted to the dangers of these
so-called “social partnership’ agreements.

In August 2013, at a meeting of the 180 members
of the ASTI Exccutive, we pushed hard for the union
to recommend a Mo vore.

We also succeeded in gerting support for a motion
to set up an ad-hoc sub-committee to draft the official
ASTI ‘reasons to vote No to Haddington Road'.

As the proposecr of the motion, | was .1umm.1tiu:.1||}'
elected as one of five members of the commirtee.

In addition to our work on the executive, we main-
tained a strong social media presence on Facebook and
Twitter, constanty updatmq members on the evolving
situation {even vdl.Lm':gh the summer} and we published a
comprehensive cight-page critique of Haddington Road.

()2 - That sounds really systematic Mark, but we
both know that teachers will now be in the fiving
line. Just this week the ex president of Limevick
University Ed Walshe bas been on the aivwaves
arguing that teachers must get veal abont the need
to accept cuts, what would you say to bim from a
teachers perspective.

Ans - Well, Ed Walshe would have all teachers working

A

for free if he could get his way.

He is a reactionary hypocrite as he himself claims
around € 100,(HH} cvery year in a pension pot and asks
teachers on a quarter of that to IZJ.IE'.(' i pay cut.

Walshe has always been a conservative and he knows
that high quality education is an extremely labour-in-
tensive endeavor.

The extra hours that the GovernmentfDES has been
piling on tcachers over the past decade, and ;':.Lrti-.:uE.l.rJ}'
since Croke Park 1, were actually making teachers less
productive, rather than more oroductive, in terms of
delivering quality teaching anJ learning,

Under CP 1, teachers had to stay back after schoal
regularly for meetings of dubious educational value,
leaving us suffering from fatigue, and some on the point
of burnout.

Our union’s decision to pull our of all out-of-hours
111ul:mgs will enable teachers to spend more time fo-
cusing on our core role, that of teaching and learning.

The sense of relief among members that we have got
rid of the extra hours after school is immense.

In m}’duﬂ-uni:m school, some TUI teachers are now
looking to join the ASTL.

I think the ASTT has set a very positive example to
other union members: it is possible to fight back.

You dont have to accept the sdll-outs of ICTU General
Secretaries.

Q3- Conservatives like Walshe always bang

on about pay and conditions. These issues ave
-ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂ-m{f L ﬂ-r.m:.rrﬁ: r teachers and ri .Ernr_j-' so, buit
you ve actually referenced a lot about the quality

af education. Perbaps you could explain to our
readers exacily what rfw casts are for the education
aff the next genevation

Ans- Another very important element of our industrial
action has to do with the proposed new Junior Cycle.

As well as all of the additional workload that it would
impose [more than likely for free) on second level teach-
ers, many ui the aspects of the new Junior € ".--:.|-:. arE
education ally regressive.

QQuinn wants to remove the Junior Cert as an inde-
pendently certified State exam.

He wants to introduce Standardised lesting in I:n5||*~|1
Math's and Science to tic in with OECD PISA league
tables.

i-". ¥

R | T

This will be highly n_qn:amt for society as schools
will be forced into competition and poorer schools will
be rife for being labeled as und-.rp-:.rfnrmmn etC.

What Qumn SCCmis o Enrg:.t (ignore?) is that you
cant reform an education system simply by changing
the cumiculum.

You need more teachers, smaller class sizes, and an
increase in overall investment.

I wonder if this is what Quinn is planning in the
Budget? Mot a chance.

There'll be more cuts to student SUpports such as
guidance counsellors, possibly a further increase in
the pupil-teacher ratio, probably more cuts to Special
Meeds etc.

This is all making it extremely difficult for schools
to deliver a quality education system.

i

Q 4 - This fight is extremely important for all
daspects nf::m' edrecation system. ai ﬂﬂ.{}' will
edncational onteomes improve il mprefnﬂﬂriﬂg
bt JfAETf twins it conld ﬁeﬁ to galvanise workers

more EE'IIE'J‘.I'I'.III.I!:'F = !-IE-'.;IEFT next jor L iﬂ'”ﬂ!ﬁ'."

Ans - | think the ASTT has shown that it is possible to
break with the fatalism of many of the General Secretaries
within ICTU.

I think unions should seek to follow the ASTI and
break out of the Croke Park/Haddington Rd ‘more with
less” agenda.

It’s time for union members to assert ourselves
more gcm:rnll}; assist with the ﬁght]m&; against the
Government s austerity measures and insist that we do
not accept that the workers of this country are liable for
the debts of gambling, speculating bankers and their
political supporters.

Part of that process will be breaking out of the ICTU
prison and getting rid, once and for all, of David Begg,
Jack O'Connor, Bernard Harbour, Sheila Munan and
their ilk.

As unions members we must put an end to the bloated
salaries and political cronyism of these so-called union
leaders.

Throughout the crisis to date, they have acted as an
obstacle to worker and trade union solidarity.

That obstacle must now be removed.

Finally all unions should stop funding the Labour
party and members should put pressure on them to do so.
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Will Irish workers tight back?

By James O Toole

C¢C

H Irish people just won't get u
oft thc:rF.:.rs.-:F; : iﬁh the InsEh ]uspl:
moan but do nothing”, “Ah sure
what's the point of protest when
no one will tum up”, “Ah the

rish always let the nght-wingers
kack in.”

We've all heard these pessimistic declarations at
some stage in the past Few years. Sometimes on the lefe
these pessimistic sentiments are expressed by talking
about how the working class has been ‘restructured’
or that workers now have a ‘neo-liberal’ soul.

Is it true that Irish workers don't Aght? Is there
some inherent faw in the Irish w':::rLinB class? If we
take a look at the course of working class struggle
over the last 100 years we find [I'I..'-I.t% from being
passive, the Irish working class has fought back again

and again.

Revolution
From the 1%13 lockout until the end of the civil war
in 1923 Ireland was a country in turmaoil.

At the end of the First World War revolution
-.~]:l:r|:'.1.|:[ from Russia rig]'lt across Europe. British Prime
Minister, Llua','u:t 'L:-.-.'urEI: said that the old order was
on the brink of collapse. Ircland was no exception

to this wave of revole with General Serikes, factory
scizun:s. land wars and mass protests. Right wing
farmers even formed a ‘white’ army to battle revo-
lutionary farm labourers.

The Limerick “Soviet’ of 1919, named after the
worker's assemblies in the Russian Revolution, was
one of dozens of examples of workers seizing factories
and other workplaces.

Fven creameries where decorated with banners
that read “We make butter not profits!” But this
massive revolutionary wave was broken.

The Labour Party had no interest in leading this
people power movement, handing that role over
to the middle and upper class nationalists whose
vision of a future republic was capitalist and not
socialist- a republic Iil:n: Irish bosses got to exploit
Irish workers.

“Labour must wait” the so called heim of Connally
said as they lined up to be an official and tame
‘parliamentary’ opposition.

The conservatism of the first Irish govermment
that ran the Free State has to be understood as a
counter revolutionary response to the chaos of those
revolutionary years.

The 1930%s were a dark period for the workin
class because the ruling class and the Church mnE
revenge for the previous revolutionary period. Every
time the struggle ::|J|:r|:|-:-:| the Church put the boot
into workers .m-:! the

The hold of the {'Ihun;:h. .md the Right in the dec-
ade that followed was not because workers wouldn'®
fight — it was because we fought but lost.

In every working class there will always be one
section that hghts, an opposing section that is con-
servative and a rump of people in the middle. Ina
revolutionary p:riuﬁ the miEt:mr workers pull the
middle gmu.nd their way.

When the struggle dlps the militants are demor-
alised and the middle ground then ger pulled over 1o
the ngh: It's not that everyone suddenly becomes
right wing it’s that the militants can no Iung:r eXETCise
fnnugh pull on the middle layers.

The conservatism of the Labour Party gave Fianna
Fail a chance to get working class roots by talking
more left than Labour. Fianna Fail i:l]a:r:n-:d all our
cconomic woes on the British and promised economic
advance. The same pattern emerged when there were
hug-.-: 5rm@:‘s in the 40's after the Second World War

and De Valeras calls for wage restraing led to huge

»  NOT A PENNY
OFF THE

WORKEF

" WAGES
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protests and st-:i_-; The Irish Indn:p-:nd:m dedlared
that the country was on the verge of ‘anarchy’.

Oince again Labour entered into a cua]i:iun
Government which let |:|-m:||:|-|c down and gave an
opening to the right. Labour wouldn't even stand
up to the Church for Nocl Browne's proposals on
health care for women and children.

A million strike da

In the final year of the 1960's Ircland had over 1
million strike days lost. One of the most intense
strike waves in Eump«: at the time.

The Chair of the union congress, Charles McCarthy,
was worried. He “feared a g:n:ra| revolt of work-
ers, as was expericnced in France.” Inscability in the
MNorth c-:ru]:llcq:l with groups of workers t;tL'.i:ng action
in truns[;lurr and other industries such as the ESB,
meant that the viability of both states in Ircland
could have been called into question.

But tragically workers were moving to the Labour
Party who grow massively with over 15,000 members
by 1969, After their carlicr betrayals, Labour sud-
denl} discovered [h-::]r were ‘socialists” again, even
joining the ‘socialist’ International.

Meanwhile, Fianna Fails election rhetoric aided
this perception by saying Labour stood for ‘Stalin
and buming homesteads in Meath! Being the main
btnfﬁciaj}r of worker's growing radicalism, Labour
were once again going to scll them out and by the
1970s, after stating Fine Gael were a party of ‘free
enterprise and that Labour would never deal with

n-.,:-n;
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them again, they were participating in government
as the Blue Shirts coalition partners.

This betrayal left workers extremely demoralised.
By 1977 Fianna Fail returned to power with their
highest vote since 1938, Labour’s vote predictably
collapsed. Despite this workess tumed out in hundreds
of thousands to protest against the PAYE rates and
in solidarity with the Hunger strikes.

Again and again Irish workers have fought back
only to be betrayed by those who led the movement
back into safe channels and undermined militancy.
The weakness of Labour and the absence of a strong
mu]uti-:mus}' organisation to the left of Labour let
Fianna Fail sail back in on the back of worker's de-
moralisation and with promises of economic advance.

Mationalism allowed the Irish ruling class to pre-

Cutbacks target child abuse victims

VT o[- 12% next year. number of therapists by one
iy ickae Wt After suffering shameful third
CHILDREN at Risk cuts of 13% in 2012, the
Ircland {Cari}, the voluntary roup was forced to closc its Mew cases
organisation that provides ghrﬂ.P}r service in Cork, the Further state funding cuts
vital therapy and counseling specialist service for means that the isation
services to child victims thl[l:gl abuse victims in the would be forced to pare
of sexual abuse, is facing region. back even more services as it
cutbacks to its funding yet As a result, Cari now have struggles to fund itsclf to the
ain. 50 children waiting up to one | end of the year.

Deespite a huge increase vear for counseling after an This comes at a time when
in calls to Cari’s national abuse is confirmed along with | over 3,000 new cases of child
helpline - almost 40% related | a 7% drop in therapy. sexual abuse are being reported
to sexual assault and rape- the Diue to HSE/Government each year.
state-run Family Support cuts in recent years, Cari was According to Cari acting
Agency is cutting funding to also forced to shut services in | National Clinical Direcior
Cari and all its services Naas and Wicklow and cut its | Majella Ryan, the lack of

treatment for these children can
tlrw:lnp SErIouUs pmblm'ﬁ later
in life, such as poor social skills,
mental illness, addiction and
suicide.

It’s a shocking disgrace that
child victims of sexual abuse
should have to go without vital
counscling services because
these are being starved of funds.

Once more the most
vulnerable are being targeted
for vicious catbacks to pay for
the debts of bankers.

Mo one is safe from the

of austerity-cven victims
nf ch:?;l use.

ﬁﬁ“’ ISH MILT
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sent themselves as somehow defenders of the nation
against Britain when they were just as much a part
of the pack of exploiters as any other ruling class.

Lessons for us today

We are now In a transitionary period in the work-
ing class. There have been tens of thousands on the
streets in the last few years, but the union leaders,
often members of the Labour party, have focused
those movements on getting Labour into power as
the strategy to bring about change.

People were repeatedly betrayed by this strategy
and whilst betrayal abways i:-nngs. demoralisation it
also brings awareness. People are rapidly J:ammg who
their real friends are with Labour now a 6% in the
p-;:-“s and ICTU's leaders’ reputation in the gutter.

Every struggle throws up a new layer of working
class Aghters, The most significant ];m:r since this pre-
sent crisis began has been the Cam rﬁatnﬂ the
Houschold Taxes which took a husge the high
registration rate in the middle of the year. Labour and
Fine Gael effectively bullied people into submission.

But new cuts and new struggles will produce new
layers of workers with the conhdence of those in the
Houschold Taxes campaign.

The task then will be to unire those militant mi-
norities into a \h'nr]cing class movement that breaks
from the Labour party and their like, throws off the
nationalist illusions that tie us to our own rulers,
and overthrow this rotten pu]jticul and economic
system once and for all.

\ﬁ,
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By Maeve Mc Grath

DIGICEL, the Caribbean
based 'hone Company
controlled by media
tycoon Denis (' Brien,

15 moving to buy up the
Dominican }":-Lpubll-: _
operations of Orange for
€1 billion.

If it goes ahead, O'Brien
would find himself
competing with Carlos
Slim, the richest man in the
world.

('Bricn and 5lim have
been rivals in the wider
regions telecoms industry
for years,

Orange Dominicana,

a daughter company of
Otrange, has about three
million subscribers which is
growing at the rate of 3%
annually.

Yearly revenues amount

Secialist Werker 5

Honohan's decision is an
insult to victims of austerity

By Michael Wallace

to €450 million.

Orange dominates the
country with 38% of the
Dlominican Republics
mahile market.

Digicel already has a irm
hold of the mobile phone
market in neighbouring
Haiti.

As capitalism develops,
free market competition
}'i-:]d:a inevitably to the
formation of n{unupn]j::s.

These conglomerates
form nn:-m-;nE.i which
prcu'ﬂdt a stable rerurn by
effectively carving up the
world's territories between
them.

This resulrs in super-
profits for the few that
sit on the boards of these
trusts and widens the ever
expanding gap between this
0.0001% .Lmrrh: workers
who produce the wealth.

Ryanair’s

tax dodging

A French court has ordered
Ryanair to pay €9 million
after it found the airline
was in breach of labour
laws.

Unions brought the
action on behalf of a
Moarseille-based crew,
who originally had Irish
Contracts,

Having an Irish contract
was used as a loophole for

O Leary: Two fingers to safety

not paving social SOCLILEY
and taxes in France.

This saved Michael
O'Leary 3% in revenue
for his company by
claiming that these workers
were “mobile” and working
on Irish r-:gl;t-:rcd aircrafes
and therefore on “Irish
territory.

The court in Aix-
en-Provence ordered
Ryanair to pay €200.000
in fines, in addition
to damages including

£4.5m of backdated
social n..'hargn:s. £3m in
pension contributions
and €450,000 in
uncmployment charges.

This is only the latest
in a scries of legal battles
berween Ryanair and the
French State.

In 2011, a petulant
O¥Leary pulled his
operations out of
Marscille, aghast at the
labour laws.

He moved his Marseille-
based aircraft and 200 jobs
to rival airports in Spain,
Italy and Lithuania.

Since then, Ryanair has
operated a summer-only
operation to the southemn
French port ciry.

Cost cuttin

This comes on the hecls of
the scandalous revelations
about dangerous cost
cutting :rr:pnurt-:'& im a
Channel 4 documentary.

The one pilot who
did not appear in his
interviews anonymously
— Captain John Goss -
was subsequently fired,
allegedly via a memo,
for participating in the
pmduc:iun.

Furthermore, the airline
received further attention
for charging Dublin
surgeon Muhammad Taufig
Sartar - whose family was
tragically killed in a house
hire - €188 to switch Hights.

()'Leary’s response at the
companys AGM was to
declare that they may :I'.|L'i:'|:|.
to “soften” their * image.

This is just another
media ploy for a company
dedicated to d-:-arrmrlng
labour law and maximizing
short run profit.

CEMTRAL Bank boss Patrick
Honohan has declared there is ‘no
new evidence’ on the Anglo Tapes
to suggest any criminality-cven after
admitting he hadn't bathered to listen
to all the recordings.

His astonishing decision has been
defended by Fine Gael and Labour
ministers.

Released du.:riug the summer, the
tapes revealed how Anglo bosses
planned o defraud billions from
the state while attempting to hide
the Full extent of their bankruprey.

These infamous recordings out-
lined how Anglo executives were
ordered by former chicf David
Drumm to go to the Central Bank
with “arms swinging™ to demand
“moolah” just before the bank guar-
antes in Stpr-.-.'ml:-t'r 2008,

Drrumm’s sidelick ]-:uhn Biowe was
|:.1u5|'|t .'u:hui:ting that a demand for
a €7 billion bailout was a higure he
‘pulled out of his arse.’

Arrogance

The arrogant contempr of these bank-
ers inspired massive revulsion and
ARGy protests calling for their jailing,

This pupu.l.ar outrage torced
Honohan’s Central Bank to launch
an ‘immediate investigation.’

The result is an insult to the tens
of thousands thrown out of work,
forced to emigrate or threatened with
eviction following the €35 billion
bailout of Anglo.

Drays after ﬁiﬁ farcical decision to
clear the bankers, Honohan was left
with cgg on his face.

More tapes released on 29
September showed how Drumm,
Bowe and Anglo planned to move €6

hillien “around in a circle” between
Anglo and Irish Life & Permancnt.

This was done to illegally inflate
corporate deposits, hide true levels
of bankruptey and “draw the State
bit by bit’ into providing the subse-
quent bailout.

But this isn't abour a few bad apples.

Honohan's decision reflects
willingness by an arrogant clite to
preserve its rokten system and protect
the guiley in their ranks.

Only a mass movement of peo-
p]-: can win justice for the many
victims of austerity and ensure the
Anglo bankers receive their proper
punishment.

McFeely’s fraud the tip of the 1ceberg March for

By Tina MacVeigh

FORMER Priory Hall
resident Stephanic
Mechan captured the
hearts of the nation with
her heartbreaking open
letter to Enda Kenny
fn:r“cuwing the suicide of
her partner of seventeen
years and father of their
two young children,
Fiachra Daly.

The story made huge
national headlines, putting
the issuc of Priory Hall
back in the media.

Ironically, a short
time later the man
who developed the site
would also be making

Abortion
Rights,
Dublin

Interview s by Inessa Armand

A MARCH, o ised

by the .‘Lhurtinﬁigl‘lti
Campaign, was held

in Dublin on Saturday
28 September.

This coincided with a
global ‘day of action’ for
access to and safe
legal abortion.

Socialist Worker
caught up with a few
participants after the

l]'lal'(l'l.

headlines.

Two weeks ago
apprm:im.ltch £ 140,004
was found 'under the bath’
at the ex-home of Tom
Mcfecly, onc time IR A
Prisoner, latterly turned
Celtic Tiger property
developer.

Mcteely originally shot
to Fame in October 2011
when 65 familics were
forced to move out of his
Priory Hall dn—wlupmtnt
as a string of construction
defects, including fire
hazards, were found.

McFeely avoided going
back behind bars last July
after successfully claiming
he was unable to carcy
out the required repair
work as he was effectively
bankrupt.

Mow it transpires that
he had plenty of cash to
stash under the floorboards
at Ailesbury Road, and

Tom Mcfeely,: cash under ihe bath

EIJI:H.‘I CES I:-i.]'.lliil'l-'-'E "r'r'I.'EI."I.'C l."ISI_'.

Celtic Tiger bad boys

This story was heralded by
the media as an example
‘what was wrong with the
Celtic laqti A5 NUITIETOUS
‘bad bm s like Mcfeeily
took advant: age of a
booming property market
to make a quick buck.

The truﬂ'l is that
i"-.-ir_']:-:rl}r. like Fugitive
solicitor Michae Lynn,
recently arrested in Brazil,
are just small fish in the big
capitalist pond.

If they can scam their
way to a couple of millions
the big bankers, top
developers and top state
officials actively collude to

grab billions.

The real crooks
Rather than the problem
being one of a few rouge

[ I."Edt.'l.'b:. 1.".'!'5.31‘ ac:uu.ih'

happ::n-:—d during the Celtic

Tiger was that developers

were given carte blanche by
the state to borrow obscene
amounts of money to
purchase land at premium
rates and to build shoddy
housing on it

This then allowed them
to make huge prohts and
inflate a property bubble.

Banks and developers were
in collusion with each other
o cover up huge holes in their
balance sheets with, :u.wn: Thow
know from the Anglo tapes,
no sense of r:!-pﬂ-.n'j::]!lt} or
duty to society.

Profit was their
only motive as they
moved around with an
arrogance born of a deep
understanding that the
capitlaist system would
abways protect their
interests.

The cumulative cost of
the bui{il1g crash is some
€64,000 million.

Anglo Insh has cost the
tax payer €34.7bn on its
own and yet none of the
main players have been held
t0 ACCOUTIL.

Instread of pusting these
econOmic traitors in jai
the state hides behind legal
Mmanouvering - -;:J.ailui:ng
that the case is so complex
that the evidence has to be

ainstakenly prepared.
i This is iu:]:lgusildl}' the
reason for a five year delay,
but does anyone believe [ﬁ.ﬁ[
any of these basnksters will
.n.tu.]|l1. face justice.

Five years after the crash
and the bankers are getting
back to busines as usual.

Meanwhile, we can
expect more scapegoats like
Tom McFeely and Michacl
Lynn to hit the headlines.

Sarah McCarthy
travelled from Galway to
Dublin to attend stating
- “for my wheole life-
time, women's lives have
remained unprotected,
and I won't be silent
ANymore.

Young women are
here and we won't stop
shouting until we get it
[free safe legal abortion],
and many other things"

Robert Mu told
us that he wu:fd i’
to sce a unificd repeal
of the 8th campaign,

“I think we need to see
a unified pro choice
campaign around the
demand to repeal the
Eth amendment and
the odious parts of the
recent legislation such as
the 14 year sentence for
rocuring an abortion”,
E (See Editorial for
What Socialist’s Say).
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Protests force Greek government
to turn on fascist Golden Dawn

The arvest of Nazi leaders is an opportunity
the left can use to its advantage, says Panos
Garganas

he Greek coalition government was forced
into a spectacular U-turn last week over the
Mazi Golden Dawn party.
Akbeer 15 months of offering all leh of
Jmm-:utm for the Fascist gang, Crecoes rulers
now admit it 1s a “criminal organisation”. The leader of
Golden Dawn and a number of its MPs were taken to
prison on charges of organising several murderous artacks,
This development was triggered by the murder
of Pavlos Fyssas l11. 2 Golden Dawn m-.mh-:r on 18
'Stpt-.r‘:l'u.r Pavlos was a musician and active anti-Fascist
from the 1.1.an|m. class area of Keratsini, near Athens.
The murderer was arrested on the spot and the con-
nections with the Nazi hierarchy were too open to
ignore. The Public Prosecutor’s office had to intervene
and order the arrests that have exploded like 2 bomb
on the Greek p::?]:iun] SCEME,
To understand the extent of the authorities’ U-turn
we have to go back a E'r.'w months.
L.w{’mmn' a young I akistani worker, Sahe 1d Lugman,
was stabbed to death in Petralona in central Athens | by
two thugs with Golden Dawn connections.

Connections
They claimed Sahzad was blocking their way with his
l1|n..-"-_ le and they hit him in the qu..am.| thar followed.

The police concluded chat there was no racist motive
for the murder. Mow :huu;h the murder of Sahzad is
part of the charges the Nazi leade r'~|'||p faces.

The central reason for this change & the explosion of ani-
Fascist strikes and protests since Pavios munE.r (see below).

The government was clearly worried that the situation
might get out of control and had to act against the Mazi

ang quln.LJv A -..umbmntmn of strikes and antifascist
ﬁ-:.:mm was the last thing they wanted.

The strikes played a crucial role in another respect 1o,

Until recently Golden Dawn focused on attacks
against immigrants as a way to establish terror squads
in working class areas. Emboldened by police protec-
tion dunnq such racist activities they decided to go for
trade unionists and the left as a show of strength in the
middle of a strike wave.

Two weeks be-
fore the murder of
Pavlos they artacked
a group of the KKE
(Communist arty)
who were flyposting
near Piracus—among
them shipyard workers
and tr.1cf:1.mjm1i.~it:i.

Guolden Diawn’s es-
calation was a hridgu.
too Far, A weak government xtrun,g]um to survive against
workers resistance to its austenity attacks could not afford
to continue protecting Mazis on a murderous r: ampage.

There is now an opening for the left to counteranack,

We have to make sure the arrests of the Golden Diawn
leadership lead to convictions and the net is spread wider
tor include all the Mazi squads, their backers and protectors,

CLIMATE CHANGE BRIEFING

-
Fascist Mibaloliakos gives Nazi
salute at a Golden Dawn rally.

Workers marched on the Goldew Dawn .l!lmdqmrrrﬂ Lzt W".ednrm'ﬂ:p. ?bﬁ'f‘u.l'ﬂmm':, ﬁum the civil service
workers’ anion POE-OTA, mﬂ'ﬁlr “Miazis oud afﬂ-ﬂr u-arkpa'nrﬁ' (Pe: %r’tﬂj'mﬁﬂ'ﬂrﬁyl

Strikers marched on Golden Dawn HQ

IM the evening of 18 Scprember
tens of thousands of people took
to the streets in Keratsini, the
home of Pavlos Fyssas, and in
cities across Greece.

The anger linked up with
strikes against redundancies in
schools, h mme]m colleges and
social security offices.

Mass mectings of it:m.tng
teachers voted for action against
the Nazi Golden Dawn

Unions called a 48-hour

general strike across the public
sector on 24 and 25 September
and anti-fascist rallies on the
second day of the strike.

The 50,000- strong rally
in Athens tumed into a mass
march on the Golden Dawn
J'u..n]c quarters led lv. the far left.

l'h:. parliamentary left,
however, put out calls for people
to stay away.

Karerina Theidou of the

Movement Against Racism and

the Fascist Threat (Keerfa) said,
“All the roads in the area were just
full of pe upl:.. and lots of union
placards saying Mazis out of our
wmnpl.l-;.u

People didn't just want to
dissolve the Golden Dawn, but to
br ing down the government.

o []'11.1.r are so angry at the
government, the L'1.'l1.|]'l'-. and the
police that spent so long trying
not to notice the Golden Dawn
and all its attacks.”

The state colluded with the fascists

THE government in Greece has
sacked a leading official in the
int{!ligcncc service EYP with
Golden Dawn links.

He obstructed an
investigation into the phone
calls between hit squads and the
party’s leaders.

Prime Minister Antonis
Samaras reinstated him last year
but has now had to sack him.

There are many more links
between the state and the
fascists.

We have to uproot them.

The mainstream parties Pasok
and New Democracy used to
claim the left was to blame
for the rise of the Nazis. Their
mantra was " The two extremes

feed on each other™.
Now they are urging the left

wing Syriza to cooperate with
them in isolating Golden Dawn.

The left cannot allow those
who protected the thugs to evade
all responsibility. Samaras and
public order minister Nikos
Dendias must resign.

The struggle against the
fascists must continue alongside

the fight against these who

spread poverty and racism.

[PCC Report : Diagnosis without solutions

By John Molyneux

LAST week’s IPCC (Intergowve rnmental
Panel on Climate C E.ms.,e.." report

confirms what has |1.'II'IE|LL1' mnwn:
that the world is heading r.1p|d|1.'
towards -_.1t.1xtr-::-ph|._ climate change
which will be a disaster for hum.uu-.-_-..

The IPCC is, in establishment
terms, the world's most authoritative
|1u::d].' on this matter. Its report tells us
th.ﬁ

“Werr ?.I.'.I'?J  af the climaie system i

|'|'?'-!‘J|J'h'.'|'r:'|.ru r.rfm'jrm-e" the 1950, many
of the observed changes are unprecedented

. The atmosphere and scean have
wnarrmne,

the amounts of snow and fce have
diminished, sea level bas risen, and the
concentrations of greenbouse gases have
increased

Each af the last three decades bas been
successively warmer at the Earels surface
than any preceding decade since M‘_‘:Tt.i' in
the Northern Hemisphere, 1983-20012

NS

Likely the swarmest 30-year period af

the Last 400"

The world is on course for a 4
degree rise in average temperature
which will mean extreme weather
events - droughts, destruction of crops.
Hoods, storms and fres - on a truly
harrific scale. Indeed the process has
already stareed.

Human Activity

The report also confirms that it is
human activity — abowve all CO2
emissions caused by burning fossil fucls
— that is responsible.

This confirmation of cxisting
Ja:nn'.'r'h.dg-;. is important because of the
persistent efforts af rlEh'\. -wing climate
‘skeptics' and “scientists’ funded by
the oil companies to confuse puh.]r_
opinion; efforts stll given credence in
the media.

Unfortunately the IPCC report is
completely inadequate when it comes
to wﬂ.n to do abour it.

This is because — as a government

funded, establishment body — the

IPCC is limited to proposing market
—based solutions within a capitalist
framework and these won't work.

Capitalism is committed to
prﬂduumn for profit and competitive
economic qm'.'r:h by bath its major
-:.mpr.-r.ltl-.:u'ﬁ, like Fxxon, BP and Shell,
and its major states like USA, China
and Japan.

On this basis, it doesn't matter what
the scientists or environmental activists
say these major players are umpax not

going to cut their carbon emissions
because fossil fuels are central to cheir
system.

It is profit and capitalism, not
ordinary people, that is the problem
and to halt or even slowdown
climate change, which is not difficult
technically— the global economy needs
to switch from oil, coal and gas to
wind power, solar power and wave
power.

This is yet one more reason why we
have to challenge the capitalist system.

Sudan

protests

dety

dictator

by Ken Olende

THE Sudanecse dictatorship has
been shaken by the biggest protests
since it took power 24 years ago.

Demonstrations have continued
for over a week, since the
Elmrrrumcnt cancelled subsidies on

el and basic foodstuffs.

Police have killed more than 50

protesters, and activists say the
death toll is now over 100.

A doctor who has been h:lpiﬂg
treat the wounded spoke to his
sister Marwa in London.

“He counted 21 shot protesters
in the morguc at his hospital
himself.

“He said most were killed with
gunshots to the head and chest,”
she said.

“The morgue’s manager resigned
on 28 Stpttmhtr because the army
demanded that he falsify death

certificates to say people died of
natural causes,

“Now they arc moving military
doctors in. Civilian doctors like
my brother are sometimes not even

allowed into the hospital.”

But so far the levels of repression
have not quelled the movement.
Omar al-Bashir's dictatorship

faced similar demonstrations in

2011 and again in 2012,
It was thrown into crisis by

the loss of the oil ficlds that had
produced most of its income when
South Sudan became a separate
state in July 2011.

Marwa said, “Protesters are
shouting ‘Down with Bashir’. They
want the regime to go."”

She puintcd out that women
are taking a leading role in the
protests.

“The current protests started
with a walkout by secondary
school girls in Omdurman,

Sudan’s second city. The boys soon
followed.

Women

“Women have been at the front
ever since. Even the support protest
we had in London was led by

women.
“It’s not surprising. Women look

after the home.

“If families can't afford food
and fuel, inding a solution is the
rcspnnsihilit}' of women.”

Wider sections of the poor arc
joining the protests.

Marwa said, “People talk about
the need for workers to go on
strike against the government, but

it is difficult.

“Many workplaces are closed.
So are most schools and colleges.
It can be difficult to travel outside
your ncighbourhood. But so far
thin. has 1:|-ﬂ.|].-r made people angricr
and angricr.

“They know their friends,
relatives and classmates have died,
so they come out onto the streets.

“People from everywhere arc
coming out.”
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Syria deal exposes Obama’s weakness

by Judith Coer

few weeks ago the US looked poised wo
launch a mﬁ.jt.lr}' artack on Syria.
MNow a deal on Syrian chemical weapons
appears to be s-.'-.LF:d—.lnd a histonc thaw
n relations with Iran has been thrown
in for good measure.

The Syna deal was struck in the United Nations
(UM} Security Counal. It BAYS all pmdun:tiﬂn and
-:-'.]'.ijm-:nt used to manufacture chemical weapons
in Syria must be de slrmm:l |.'|1|' 1 November.

All existing chemical weapons are to be eliminared
by the middle of next year.

All sides claim to be zatisfied with this solution
because it suits their own ends.

Barack Obama, facing problems at home, wants
to spin this as a great achievement for him on the
international stage.

He is less keen to acknowledge what the deal
EXPOSES about US in1p|:ri.1li:':m.

First is that, whatever the rhetoric, the US was
not confident or strong enough to launch a military
attack on Syria.

(bama was loathe to commit to a military at-
tack. He was forced to talk tough rather than risk
appearing weak.

Yet by pulling back and accepting the UN deal as
a solution he has confirmed his weakness.

The deal doesn't even include the US’s preferred
wording, which asserts the right to automatic "puni-
tive measures if Assad breaks any of the conditions.

The second thing the deal shows up is that the
motive for an artack on Syria was never humanitarian.

Omnly last weekend an air attack on a schoel killed
at least 16 people.

More than 100,000 people have died in the struggle
against Bashar al-Assad since the revolt began in 201 1.

(Obama is content to let the killing carry on—
so long as the US has not lost face as the global
SUpETPOWET.

He has managed to avert the risk of the US get-
ting bogged down in yet another war, at least for
the moment.

Dynamic
The sudden thaw in relations with Iran exposes the
same dynamic.

Ohbama fears a war with Iran.

But it scems both he and the Iranian regime accept
they have reached a stalemate in the battle to force
Iran to give up its nuclear programme.

That is why both want to look happy to be ralk-
ing again.

Last week's 15 minute phone call berween Obama
and Iran’s president Hassan Rohani was the first
direct talks since the Iranian revolution of 1979,

Then a revolution l‘.-mu__qh: down the US-backed

CULTURE ZONE

Shah, rather like the recent ousting of Western-backed
dictators in Tunisia and Egypt.

Western sanctions against Iran have caused much
damage.

The main victims are ordinary Iranians who suf-
fer from medicine shortages and rising food prices.

But sanctions haven't forced Iran to give up its
nuclear programme.

US imperialism’s closest allics in the region are
Isracl and Saudi Arabia.

They are angry at any hint of detente with Iran,
as are the hawks in the US ruling class.

Isracli Prime Minister, BLn}.amln htmn}'ahum Is
Hying to the US to address the UN on the issue.

He 15 set to .-.'Em”r.-r‘.y Iran’s assertion that it m;'n.'E:.'
wants to develop nuclear power and not a nuclear

Barack Dbnm,ﬁu'mgpm AR .-:r.r BRI, fr—
to spin this s i great ﬂ.ﬁllﬂ-‘fmr.rrﬁr fring o the
international stage

hamb. ™ Netany: rahu wants to stop any further retreat
h} the 1S on Iran.

But pragmatism is driving events—and that says
that the US cannot risk a war right now.

What of the J:l|| ht of the -;:-niman people that
make up the pupuﬁnun: of Syria and Ian?

Any Western intervention will make their situ-
ation worse.

Western bombs don't discriminate between Syrians
whao are pro and anti the -"Lﬁ.ad In.gimt

And they can deflect people's anger away from
their own rulers towards the West.

In Iran the campaign of imperialist sanctions has
h-:lp-:d maintain the regime and stifle the democratic
opposition there.

The pulling back of a military threat can help
create the space for the domestic opposition to re-
pressive Tegimes.

Anti-Capitalist O pera at the Gate

By John Molyneux
WHAT is the crime ufmhhinq a |:-1|1L

comp: ared to the cnme of owning one?
SAYE pImp and murderer, Mack t
Knife, as he faces the gallows.

This line from Brecht and Weills The
Threcpenny Opera, now showing at the
Gate Theatre in Dublin, tells us this is
no ordinary opera or musical.

It also Ll!lc-ws it is very relevant to
Ireland today. Bertolt Brecht was a
committed Marxist and one of the

Tom & Vera at the Samuel Beckett

By [ohn Lyons

THERE is no doubt that in Ireland
many tens of thousands of people are

suEtring as tln:].r 5trugg|1: to deal with
the fallout from the crisis: we've heard

the hgures: the 420,000 pcnpi: out of
work, the 200,000 who have left the
country over the past four years, the
180,000 in mortgage difficultics.
With the failure of our democratic
system to work in the interests of the
majority becoming clearer every day,

as the political class work miglﬁ to

greatest writers of the 20% Century.

The Opera was w ritten in Weimar
Germany in 1928, just before the Wall
St C;:u]?l and the rise of Hitler. Set in
I‘J""cu:ntur}' London it uses the criminal
underworld to satirise the gangsterism
and brutality of capiralism.

Instead of a romantic hero or heroine
we are offered the anti-romantic,
anti-hero, the menacing MacHeath
— chief villain among a cast of thugs,
prostitutes, professional beggars and
corrupt crooks.

Rather than trying to engage our
sympathies these characters present us
with a stark picture of how the system
forces people to repress their humanity
Lo SUrvive,

Rather than contrasting ‘noble’
villains to the villainous rich Brecht

force of Brecht and Weill's attack on the
system shows through, especially in the
powerful songs such as Pirase femny and

the Ballzd of Sexval Dependency.

offers us monstrous villains but stll
insists the rich arc worse.

In my opinion this production is not
ideal but nevertheless the devastating

ensure that the powerful and wealthy
in society suffer no ill effects of the
FECESSI0NS NEw charg:s, levies and
tax hikes, hit those struggling to get
h}' Iina:bc'tally on tw.r—rlttrca!ing
incomes as yet another year of
austerity bites hard.

Enter Tom and Vera, a debt-
ridden middle-aged couple who have
to contend with a bullying bank
manager.

They worked hard, bought a house,
tried to save for their futures onl
to find that in post-crash Irela
everything that was once solid in
their lives is now melting into air.

They have a plan: rob a bank.

The premise feels far-fetched
and it appecars on stage as a rather
unreal situation: these characters

have conjured up their own little
world with a simple solution to their
difficulties.

But what drove Tom and Vera to
attempt a bank robbery is what has
driven some ptnpf: in this country to
suicide.

As a play, initially one felt that
it hadn't worked: the writing too
clichéd, the acting too Hat.

But perhaps because we arc all
so familiar with the story of the
financial crisis that the challenge
presented by the work, to engage
with the its central characters and
truly empathise with them in all
their suffering, powerlessness and
desperation, makes it a worthwhile,
thl:lught-pmmkiug expericnce in the
end.
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Keep the Post Public!

No to privatisation in Royal Mail

By Maoiliosa Scort

SHARES in Royal Mail are planned to be entirely
sold by mid-October, completing the Conservative
party lead privatisation of the COmpany.

It is therefore vit.1|]}' important that pu::xt.al workers
in the Comminications Workers Union (CW1 ] vote
ves to the call for national strike action.

The ballot has run since 27 September, and will
continue until 16 October.

Terms and conditions

Workers' terms at TN'T, Royal Mail's private sector
rival, show what is at stake: TN'T wo ricrs are paid
£4.25 an hour less than the basic pay for Royal
Mail workers, and many of their staff are on zero
hour contracts.

Royal Mail workers are currently guaranteed a
minimum number of hours.

Clearly, privatisation of Royal Mail is not in its
workers best interests.

Privatisation of the company could also lead to a
cutback in services, particulardy in rural arcas, and
an increasc in postage costs, making the decision
an u_n.anuL:.r one. o : :

CW U s lase national strike in 2009 did not achieve
all that it wanted. but the benefits won for work-
ers demonstrate the potentials of industrial action.

The fact that workers are piven a sionificant sum if
asked to move offices, and that H.n].-'.LFIJ'v{.LEl .t!._:r-:'nl to
no compulsory redundancies. and not to implement
changes to working practices without negotiating
them with the union are a result of the 2009 serike.

Voting ves to this national strike creates the poten-
tial for a massive campaign, and could be a turning
point in the fight over privatisation, workload, pen-
sions and pay.

It would i:lc'!p defend pu blic services, and protect
the rights of workers.

Moya Greene, the chief executive of Royal Mail,
has shown in the past that the Roval Mail workers
cannot trust her - their {:n“-;.';.g,uu: Share bonus system
was scrapped, meaning that they lost hundreds of
pounds, despite meeting company targets.

Greene has offered her workers £2,000 of shares,
a bribe worth much less after taxes.

Undoubtedly the company bosses will try to wear
down the union once the company has entered the
private sector, and strip away at the rights and wages
of the workers.

This privatisation is something all Royal Mail
workers should be against.

Campaign

Activists should OTganise meetings where members
can bring ballots and vote together to launch the
campaign.
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The CW'L cannot miss the opportunity to stop
privatisation, and it is hugely important that all Royal
Mail workers support this campaign at the ballot
boxes and on the streets.

In MNorthern Ireland, Stormont pu-|itjr_'i:1n.~i should
be qucat:iuncd and -;:!u]]r.'ng-:u.f on their position on
the privatisation.

They must be made aware that the Royal Mail

workers, and the public are not in support of this
decision.

Pressure should be put on the politicians to put
a stop to these FJJI‘IB. and to argue with Cameron
to do the same.

The five hundred year old COmpany 1s ap .J.Irn:|].-'
not pn:-'n'iding the government with enoug pmﬁt
but the government should have the interests of its

workers put before profic.

The postal service is 2 necessary one, and
should be provided without profit being at the
forefront.

CWU members need to vote yes in the national
ballot to put a stop to this unnecessary privatisation,
and the g-::n-::r.a! pul‘.-li.t should support them in their
strike action.

Sectarianism thwarted by union resistance

By Jim Larmour

THE Exploris Centre sits in
the quict town of Stranjnrd in
County Down.

[t's an aguatic centre popular
with fami}?ﬁ and p:rﬁ:cl: Igr a
weeckend day out?

Well not according to the
DUP run Ards Borough Council.

In a move of blatant
sectarianism the Council had
planned to shut the centre with
the loss of 18 jobs and untold
damage to the town before using
the so called “savings” to build
an extension to the existing

leisure centre in the town of Ards.
Residents of Strangford were

quick to smell a rat.

Str:l.ngﬁ}rd with a pnpulatinn
of only around 5,000 is a mainly
Mationalist town with few votes
for the DUT at election time.

Ards on the other hand
is a much bigger place and
predominantly Unionist.

What better then for the DUP
to boast at election time the
extension and refurbishment
they have provided for “their”
community in the sectarian carve
up that passes for politics in the

Maorth?

Fl:i-%ht Back
at began with a communirty
campaign against the closure

quickly gained the backing of
NIPSA the union who represents
the 18 workers under threat.

Alo ng with other unions such
as UNITE, community activists
and socialists a demonstration
was called against the closure on
Monday 25 Scpt.

A noisy and opbeat crowd
of around 300 people forced
the Ards Council to panic and
retreat, deferring the decision for
2 months to see if a private buyer
can be found.

One of the organizers told
Socialist Worker “The size of the
demo and the weight of public
fecling certainly frightened the
councillors who thought they

only had to turn up and pass the
decision, our ptnp!c in the puhlic
gallery said they were quaking in
l‘j‘l:E! boots as th:}r called them
ot

Since this victory the
campaign has gone from strength
to strength with thousands
signing online petitions and
supporting the Facebook
campaign from all over the
world.

Whilst supporting fully the
campaign and applauding the
ﬁ;ﬁciﬂistﬁhnu}d Ergu:
this is only a partial victory.

The closure threat still remains
so we must continue to build and
spread the campaign.



