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Scandal in
[rish Water

You pay —we profit

THE scandal over Irish Water's payment of
€50 million to consultants shows how the
wealthier elements of Irish socicty may talk
about “shared sacrifice’, but l:hv:]; ensure that
:hc].' milk the systcm for what it is worth.

For the five years, the mainstream media
embarked on a campaign of bashing pu|:|lic
sector workers, claim'mg that their ‘inflated’
salaries were to blame for the public spcnd'mg
deficit. One result is that the most recent
Haddlnﬁmn Road agreement took another
€1 billion from this unfortunate group.

Rip off

However the real rip off was going on ar
the very highr:st echelons.

Just look at the health service. More than
8,000 }ﬂ-l}i have been slashed and workers
have lost out on overtime rates as well as
direct pay cuts. Bur some of the top manag-
crs who pushed through this policy were on
top up payments.

Twenty-ninc senior voluntary hospital
managers, for c‘-:amp]-: WEre ]:nsud more than
€1 million in conrributions to their private
pension funds out of publlc funds in tEr: past
three vears. Twelve senior hospital executives
have cach been receiving guldp platcd private
Health Insurance of up to £5,300 a year.

With the serting up of Irish Whater, the elite
culture of entitlement accelerated. Take, for
c}:amplc. the role of the mnsulmncy COMm-
pany, RPS.

The company SPL‘Ei'EI] ises in pus]'ting thmugh
projects which encounter local opposition. It
was hired b].-' Shell to LIy o SUrmount opposi-
tion to its gas pipe linc in Mayo. It was also
awarded a contract |:n. the then Dublin Ciry
Council manager, Tcrhn Tierney, to enga
in publjc relations o EAnCr SUpport for tﬁ
Poolbeg incincrator firm.

RS was origi na]lv awarded €8 million bur
I£5 CONIrACs Were FI-CHIDE]LCEJ['I.- renewed until it
ﬁnall} won over €30 million from Dublin City
Council. The pay outs to RPS ﬂnl}f stu:uppcd
aftera mmplaint to the EU Commission b},‘
two local residents led to an investigation
into breaches of EU law.

Before this occurred, however, there was
clear evidence that RP'S chanq:d its reports
to support the policy on waste management
|:u:mg pnl-uumu:utv:cllljzuﬂ unelected officials of Dublin
City C ouncil.

In a casc heard before Judge McKechnie,

RPS was ubltcall}-' criticised for al]nwmg its
5uppusv:dlljv mdtp:ndcnt reports to be ‘mas-
saged' to suit the council’s pﬂfa'l. of promoting
the Poolbeg incinerator.

Despite this ruling, however, two key exccu-
tives of RP'S have been appointed to senior
positions in Irish Water |::|-} none other than

John Tierney, the former head of Dublin City

Council.

Jobs for the boys

Irish Water's new head of asset manage-
ment is Jerry Grant. He was the former
managing director of RPS until -*Lugust
2012 when he rn:smntd to sct up a ‘water
mnsultanq service . Elizabeth Arnett was the
head of project communications in RPS until
December 2012,

She is now head of communications and
Ccorporate services in Irish Water.

The propaganda that RPS mounted to
promote the ‘bujldmg of an incinerator in
Poolbeg has cost the people of Dublin dearly.

Owver €96 million has now been wasted
on a white clephant that will probably never
be used.

Yer l-:c'l.r individuals from the same company
now occupy senior position in Irish Warer,

The man at the cenire of the storm
Irish Wirter CEQ Jolm Tierney

where they will head up a campaign to de-
mand we pay for our watcr. They will -.la:m
that all of this is necessary for ‘conservation’.

But if the estimated €1 billion that will be
spent to install meters — by companies such
as Sierra, owned by Denis O Brien — was
actually used to fix the leaking pipes, there
would be far more conservation.

The real purposec of Irish Water is to cre-
ate business OpPortunitics for parts of Irish
caplta]lsm that feed off state contracts. The
people of Ircland will be asked to pay about
€300 a year to support this enterprise.

It rhc]r complain that the charges are too
high, they will be referred to the Commission
on En:rg]r Regulation.

But onc of the three k?r rcgulamrs on this
bul:l} is Czarrert Elanf:} a former k-:]r fAgure in
[BEC, the employers' organisation who con-
sistently argued for water -..harEu tor domestic
users in order to reduce costs on business.

The top echelons of the Irish state are con-
trolled |:|]r' a tight Eu:rldm circle, formed from a
network of top burcaucrats and former business
interests. It will fleece its own pﬂpu]atiun to
subsidise profits.

And all the time it will talk abour shared
sacrifice’.

Who got
what so
far

ON Tuesday 14 January under
pressure from the Oirveachtas, Irish
Water sent a detailed breakdown
on consultancy spending to TDs.

It emerged that €44.8m will be
paid to computer giant IBM; a
Jurther €17.2m to Accenture and
another €4.6m to Ernst & Young.

In addition, solicitors McCann
Fitzgerald will receive €970,000
while AL Goodbody will receive
another €2, 9m.

The briefing document also
says that KPMG will get €2.2m,
while another €13.3m bas been
spent on 18 contractors “whe were
procured”.

Source Irish lhdependent
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Irish Water: ]obs for the Boys

_w vight: Irish Water's Joln Tierney bolds up the meters that will be used to privatise our water

By Maeve Mc Grath

THE bad news on Irish Water keeps on
coming.

As 1f it wasn't bad r:nnugh that the
Property Tax isn 't going on local ser-
vices, but on privatising water, it has now
emerged that €50 million has already been
handed over in “consultancy” fees. This
i5 half of what has already been spent
establishing the company.

Jehn Tierney is the %nrmcr Dublin

City manager, and is now the head of
Inish Water. In a recent statement Tierney
admitted to the massive 5p-:'nd, but instead
nf[nking r:spnm:i!:lil'tt}'ax Minister for the
Environment, Phil Hogan has defended
the €100 million as i:u:in__l:; “n-:-:::::as:tr}r.“
Predictably Eamon Gilmore also feels thar
the money was “well spent.”
Corporate leaders such as IBM,
Accenture, Ernst and Young, and Oracle
are amongst the recipients of the €50 mil-
lion. Moreover, despite reassurances from

Tierney that the consultancy fees in 2014
would not reach the 2013 level; the com-

pany w ill not be [:u“].r set up until 2015,
Track Record

In the last issue of Socialist Worker we ne-
ported on Irish Waters use of the Jobbridge
scheme to get those on the dole to install
water meters.

We also highlighted the fact that one
of the contracts for putting down water
meters went to 2 Denis O Brien owned

Bounty hunting the unemployed

By James O Toole

OVER the last few weeks the govern-
ment has made serious mileage out of the
supposed reduction in unemployment.
Ministers are lining up to talk about the
3,000 new jobs created every month, but
behind the Facts lurks some ugly realities.

According to figures released by United
Left TD Clare Daly. there are almost
B, 0] p-cl:-}'-|c now on labour activation
programmes such as Jobbridge.

Wages in the country have also been
slashed by 17% and now the government
arc importing dozens of international
“welfare to work” companics to hound
any remaining uncmployed people for a
handsome fee.

Bounty hunters

The idea is to pay a bounty per success-
ful head in nn:E:: to put pressure on the
unemployed to take more workfare style
jobs.

This is an extreme case of blaming
the victims and companies such as G458
security - the world's 3rd largest employer
- have already expressed an interest in this
new “market” in the poor. Indeed, they
are cven n-:im'crtjsing on sites like active
link for companies to contact them.

Just so our readers are clear - G4S sup-
plies security equipment and services for
use at lsracli prisons. -::h:i:l:l:u:-ints and
settlements in the West Bank. In 2007,
the Isracli subsidiary of G45 signed a con-
tract with the Isracli Prison "m:hnnn 3]
provide security systems for major sracli
PTISONS.

In Ircland companies like G435, Serco
and Ade will have the right to set their
own prices and fees for “progressing” the
unemployed.

Peaple Before Profit Clir Brid Smith
called a protese at lunchtime last week to
highlighr the issue. About 25 pmp]: held
a pi-:l:i.-t outside Joan Burton’s offices at
the Diepartment of Social Protection in

PBP Councillor Brid Smith at last week's protest agasnst ‘Jobpath

Dublin.

The latest “Jobpath” scheme & a
continuation of the Government’s au-
thoritarian and conservative approach
to unemployment, which has basically
entailed punishing the poor with the threat
of cutting off their dele if they don't accepe
waorking for less than the minimum wage.

Troika
The EU and IMF demanded more penal-
ties for the poor if they refuse to accept
this “activation” before they lef.

They may be gone but p]:aslns them
still seems high on the Government's
agenda.

Just as with ]ubhridg-: this scheme un-

dermines the wages of workers as a whole

and should be opposed by everyone em-
ployed or unemployed

In essence this is the start of 2
Thatcherite privatisation of welfare and
constitutes a similar direction to that
taken in the USA and Brin. An ap-
]:-n:-a-:h to welfare .n:h:-ptn:d |:-}' rjght wing
US Republicans and British Tories is
being introduced here by Joan Burton of
the Labour Party.

With a continuing investment strike by
capital in this country isat it about time
we realised that real job creation requires
tackling the strangle hold the rich have
anver our resources and our ability to create
real employment?

iFv-::u agres contact Socialist Worker at

D876574100

cump:t_r;i;namtd: Sierra, which received
a write-down of €1 10 million of its debts
o ﬂng]u-]rish bank.

-E_Lt'rnr::r"s decision to give €50 million
to consultants is in lr.-:*-:pinq with his badk-
gmund as f_.:t]. M:Lnagtr The ["unll:-cg
incinerator, for instance, has had €95
million in public money spent on it so
far. Another €50 million was thrown at
rescarch for implementing the problem
ridden Leap Card, whilst £165 million
went on  Metro North” — a rail system

from Stephen’s Green to the Airporr.

Services
Consultants didn’t always grab massive
paydays on the back of the public purse.

However the post WWII consensus
that government's role is to provide vital
facilities such as water and schools has
been shattered by decades of neoliber-
alism. Instead private firms come in to
tell governments that the private route is
better for everyone before this is copper
fastened by the likes of the Trotka

In reality there are countless examples
wherchy privatisation has decimated the
standard of our services, but few where the
overall quality has improved and prices
have fallen. Private means “production for
profit’ and once again the ordinary work-
ers will be left tc:?uut the bill. Indeed we
now have evidence that if people conserve
their water they may be charged more
for the water that they actually consume.

Fightback
Tierney's thuggish threat of reducing water

“down to a trickle” for those who do not
pay the charg: is reminiscent of the threats
made by Revenue and the government
over the P‘mp«::rt',' Tax last year. Bully boy
tactics are a mainstay of how this arrogant
ruling class treats the masses.

Water is a2 human right, and a na-
tionwide campaign needs to emerge to
combat this threat to such a precious
[esOUICE.

Victmjf to South Dubkn Coumy Councilworkers

Soutly Dhabrlin Comnncil workers Ocespy in protest

By Lesh Speight

TWO weeks before Christmas council
workers in SDCC brought an on-going
dispute with their management to a
successful closure.

Ep-:ah'ng to SW one of the workers said
they never looked for trouble but when
they were docked pay they had to act.

On 12 December after many weeks of
frustration at the slow pace it was taking
the union to resolve the matter, workers
decided to tale action themselves.

At 1pm the outdoor staff across South
Dublin, arrived to protest at the doors of
the main council offices in Tallaght.

History of dispute
In November the county manager of
SDCC decided to deduct two da}.s pay
from workers' pay packets.

Previously workers had always signed
their timesheets with clerical timekecpers,

]'JIIl II'IE.I!IE:HI'IH'I[ 'I'Ell‘t{d fﬂl‘tl’lltl'l L1 ﬁ" I

the sheets.

This request was resisted by foremen,
resulting in the council deducting pay
from outdoor staff. By the week of
the protest most staff expected their

1J-|1'r_'.7ta-.|:|v|iinﬂ,r money before the Christmas
break. When the pay wasn't there, it was

the final straw for longsuffering workers.,

Resolving the dispute

The protest called at 1pm was soon
followed by an occupation of SDCC
headquarters.

Once inside the hnﬂding workers made
a spontancous decision to stick to L
a;E refused to go back to work nﬂﬁdﬁ::}r
received the money owed to them.

A message was sent back to union
headquarters, pointing out that the
grassroots members are the union and
the decision to down tools needed to be
supported by union officials.

A speech by their shop steward made
it clear that workers d not accept
1913 ;?d, ]:u“],ru:g manq-rmmt

o

withholding workers' pay, neither now
nor in the future. The workers made it
clear that Ih:]r are united and would not
cease rotest until they got what
wis nghl:l:nill].r theirs, The following day
management to retarn their
SEECC wrﬁmﬂ that whmpa}r

workers take collective action they can win

.igaimst bully boy nuu:agr.mrut.
rotest and an inspiring 5|Hn:|1.
by the I;'bn d

p steward were rec
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Ariel Sharon:
Death of a butcher

Ariel Sharan: brutality of Zionism

THE death on 11
January of former Isracli
I'M, Anel Sharon will
have lictle practical effect
on the world.

He had been in a
coma for :ifh.t yEars
since a stroke in 2004,
But it does have some
symbolic significance.

Just as MNelson
Mandela represented for
hundreds of millions of
people the struggle for
equality and freedom, so
Ariel Sharon very much
represented the opposite.

He :xpr:'.-;s-:d, p::rh.Lps
more than any other
single individual, the
brutality of Zionism and
its racist oppression of
the Palestinian people.

The fact that Obama
E:t'u:l tribute to them

oth tells you a lot about
the American president.

Zionism
Sharon was a Jifv:lunE
Zionist militant.

In 1940, aged 10,
he entered the Zionise
youth movement
Hassadeh.

At 14, joined the
Gadna, a p;anmﬂit:tqr'
]n::u:h Organization,
and after that,
the underground
F:ll'.].l'l'l.i]il’.ar_!." force, the
Ha.g.an:th..

In short, in his youth
he was what is known as
a terrorist.

When the State of
Israel was established
in 1948 the Haganah
became part of the
Isracli Diefense force
and Sharon ross
rapidly through the
ranks h:c-::min__q an
'::-I.E:smnding' lsracli
ranitar}r commander i.e.
exceptionally good at
killing Palestinians and
Arabs,

In the 50s he headed
Unit 101, a paratroop
battalion, responsible
for reprisals against
Palestinian resistance
fighters, which carried
OLUE VArious Massacres.,
Politics
On the strength of

his military career
he became a leading

right wing politician
w%fl:. the EiEud Party
and served as Minister
of Defense during

the Isracli invasion

of Lebanon in 1982,
which claimed 20,000
lives.

He built up his
carcer on th:ii:rasis of
championing (illegal)
Isracli settlements
on Palestinian lands
and served as Prime
Minister from 2001
- 20005,

Shortly before his
stroke in 2006 he
formed his own Zionist
Party, Kadima.

However, of all his
many crimes there
was one which stands
our and which will be
forever associated with
his name, branding him
with infamy.

This is the
terrible massacre
of Palestinian men.
women and children
at the Sabra and
Shatila refugee camps
in the Lebanon in

1982.

Slaughter

Orver three thousand
civilians were
slaughtered in two
days in the most brutal
Fashion.

The actual killing
was done by Lebanese
Christian militia bue
the Isracli Defense
Force, under Sharon's
command, assisted
the whole operation
surrounding the
camps to prevent the
Palestinians escaping.

In 1983, a UN
commission, chaired !:-}r
Sean Macbride, found
Isracl including. and
especially. Ariel Sharon,
directly responsible.

Sharon was obliged
to temporarily stand
down, but in the racist
state of Israel this
atrocity did his political
career no harm.

Perhaps the best way
socialists can mark his
death is with the cry
that “In our thousands
and our millions, we
are all Palestinians!

The war on women

By Goretti Horgan
THERE can be no doubt that the war on

women is real — everywhere we go, we arc
bombarded |::|-}r misogynist imagcs.

The fashion industry, which has an an-
nual revenue of $250 %le]i;ﬂ-n in the USA
alone tells us whar we should wear while
the cosmetic industry, worth an estimated
$55 billion in the USA alone, tells us how
we should look.

Whatever age you are, however hc:;]th}r
you are, there are profits to be made b}r
making you feel bad about yourself.

The United States is the biggest cosmetic
market in the world, with an estimared
rotal revenue of abour 54.89 billion U.S.
dollars and employing about 53,619 people
in 2012,

The leadin I:rfﬂl.l[_}? cosmetic company
in the United States in 2011 was Procter
& Gamble, making up 14.2 percent of
o ith rhtﬁ d light!

Althou ipping slightly, generatin
-nnl].-' 29.5 't]linFJ:PU- . dEDllaErs E‘I. net salc%
as cumpa.r:d to 29.9 billion U.S. dollars
the year before, the company continued to
be c{'u: leadin |:rcau|:}= cosmctic company
during the E{%IE fiscal year.

The cosmetic inu:lustf}r seems to be con-
tinuously developing, now more than ever
with the advent of internet companics.

About 7.2 billion U.S. dollars was gen-
erated h}f online shops and mail-order
houschold sales in E'IJI{E The United States
is the biggcst cosmetic marlket in the world,
with an estimarted rtotal revenue of about

54.89 billion U.S. dollars and employing
abour 53,619 pcu|:r|c in 2012.

The leadin bcaut}r cosmetic company
in the United States in 2011 was Procrer
& Gamble, making up 14.2 percent of
o Ith rkﬂ]% d light!

Althou ipping slightly, gencratin
only 29.5 i]linF;1PU- : d%rllagg in net salc%
as cumpar:d to 29.9 billion U.S. dollars
the year before, the company contin-
ued to be the leading beauty cosmetic
company during the 2012 fiscal year.
The cosmetic inguscr}r seems to be con-
cinuuu,sly n:lcvclc-ping, now more than ever
with the advent of internet COmpanics.

About 7.2 billion U.S. dollars was gen-
erated by online Shﬂpi and mail-order
househaold sales in 2010.

The United States is the biEEn:s[ cosmetic
market in the world, with an estimared
total revenue of about 54.89 billion U.S.
dollars and cmplﬂ}rln.g about 53,619 pmp]r:
in 2012,

The leadin b:aut]; cosmetic company
in the United States'in 2011 was Procter
& Gamble, m:alcing up 14.2 percent of
the |I'n l;arkn]._. ; i

Althou ipping slightly, generatin
ﬂnl}' 29.5 i]linl::'lPU%. c[%uar}; 1%1 net salc%
as cumparcd to 29.9 billion U.S. dollars
the year before, the company contin-
ued to be the |ca|:ljng beauty cosmetic
company :iuri;ng the 2012 fiscal year.

The cosmetic indus:r}-‘ scems to be con-
cinuuush' dﬂrclu[:ring, now more than ever
with the advent of interner companics.

Abourt 7.2 billion U.S. dollars was gen-

crated by online shops and mail-order
houschold sales in 2010,

Neoliberal globalisation

Globalization had the potental to be
for women, frecing us E‘?:rm the drudgery
of rural life and the ‘squjnting windows
of the \fillagc.

But neoliberal globalisation has instead
seen women forced to join a ‘race to the
bottom’ with men.

The result is that a National Women's
Council / TASC joint report on Women,
austerity and in:qua]irj.r found that the
pay gachtvﬂ::n women and men has nar-
rowed, but only because cveryonce is now
earning lower wages.

Both North and South of the border,
women have been hit hardest b} austerity.

Lone parents have been pa rticular?}r
targeted: there have been cuts to the One
Parent Famil}r Payment, Child Benefit for
third and s.ub.scqu:nt children and the Back
to School clothing and footwear allowance,

Morth and South, lone parcnts are cx-

to find pai.-d work once their youngest
child is seven (South) or three (North).

If the Welfare Reform Bill is push:d
through Stormont, lone parents will be
c:{pccrcd to work once their youngest is
ONE year old - ﬂltl’lﬂu%‘h child care is scarce
and expensive across the whole island, with
some houscholds paying more than 40%
of their income on it

The eamnings disn:gard which had hclpc-:l
kecp many lone parents in the South out
of poverty has been cur several times, mak-
ing it harder for a lone parent to male
ends meet.

The Department of Social Protection

has stated thar it will be reduced further
to €60 per weel |:|].-r 2015,

Media attacks
At the same time, lone parents are attacked

in $!1c media and rna@:l: out to be ﬂscmung-
crs — dcsl:ri:tc the fact thar Community

Emlplnym:nr (CE) schemes are d-:pcnd-:nl:

O 1 nE PED:EITE o CI'PCHIC.

Yet, single parents stmg#ing to hold down
a CE job have had support payments for
their c’hildr-:n cut by t‘%ﬁ per child.

Women are also dispmpﬂrricrna[d £ar-
cred t]'imugh the Universal Social Ci’na.rg::
?USCJ. because the l‘:ig]'icst rate of ayment
comes into force at a rate barely aﬁavc the
minimum wagc.

Warer charg:5 are likely to have the same
kind of high basic charges which will hit the
poorest hardest.

‘The impact of neo-liberal PDJi-cics in the
Morth are equally devastating for women:
the massive cuts there have been in pu|::|jc
seCtor jDE}E such as nursing, carc staff, teach-
ing, spv:cla| needs classroom assistants, civil
SCTViCes ctc.

But when A&Fs in local huspi.[:;ls close
and children or older peo le have to wait for
8-10 hours in crowded A& Es further from
their homes, it is women who g-:m:m"}r have
to sit with them.

As the cuss bite, this is now becoming a
routine waiting time in the North's F‘L-E{Es.

When household hudgc[s are slashed
further b}'mli}arr: reform, it is women who
will have to queue tor the food banks and
women whose mental health will be further

b}.-'tr}ri.ng to stretch ends that mmpl}-
don't meer.

Bur throughout history, it is women who
have also led the ﬁghl: against austcricy.

Women usu:;lll]..r manage the poverty, so it
is they who have stood up and said it is berter
to starve fighting than to starve on our knees.

Ower recent years, we have seen examples
of women ﬁghting back against neoli ism
and its ausceri ty.

Don't be surprised if theres more to
come. ...so0n, let’s hope so.

County Council Crisis in Donegal —

FG/Labour hang on by the skin of their teeth

gone away and People Before Profit

By Miall Mac in 'E:nngal h.jlf;mj ed for a mass
v = 3 gathering to discuss setting up an
HﬁTtﬁﬂﬁ“&m mfm: dltdl alternative to this sham dem
. First ti“ this Egﬂl d of the political establishment. It's
E rj{b M Ireland Lo time to make Fine Gael, Fianna Fiil
f&“::_ jﬂmﬂfhﬂtltmdl and Labour accountable for their
m'r.lr thi anrital Brdgee. Sine F:E decisions. They have all d:lil::ﬂt::ir
and Fianna Fiilfiled to sgree with DONEGAL COUNTY COUNCIL | | feisiad the sk people at nation
T}.“- proposals put fnmard y the B They have utnu.nlxnuu
Fine Gael/Labour coalition. to focusing on their re-clection, the | councillor was absent from the e | y Ie's jfm ot risk th,:lu}g‘
They did this belicving that County Manager — Seamus Neel chamber. mm_I:nEn and neglect it
this decision would collapse the — (line managed by Minister Phi Disagreements be talfm b bl e Ih:'.':. o e T
cnuqcil. . Hogan) announced that the rules The initial disagreements ATt
Little did they know that the allowed for a further extension for centred around the establishment \I-?:anw.call R T e
County Manager I“‘Ell a trick up his negotiation. of Irish Water, the introduction of P P i inE
sleeve. Elected councillors P“Tﬁl]’ Then on Monday 13 January domestic water charges in October R R R
form a rubber stamp function in the sitting partics managed to 2014, unfinished housing estates, Erm: thesr ::J:].Eﬂmtit richts
this pretence for :l:mu-cral:}r. get the vote over the line when and cuts to roads and council Lttid vt i m.-;ml_
Alter the vote was taken and Independent John Campbell housing maintenance. Mﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ”ﬂpﬂz
councillors had Tﬁ}-ﬁ“'ﬂd themselves | switched his vote and one FF These issues have m.n:lj-' nok '
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Revolutionary strategy for the local elections

The People Before Profit Alliance will be standing about fifty candidates in the local elections in May as well as Brid Smith for the Euro
elections. Here Kieran Allen looks at the strategy behind this development.

the Celrtic Tiger crash and

there are important shifts
halplpcn'mg in Ireland's pc:liti-
cal landscape.

The level of mobilisation
against austcrity b],' Irish workers
has been lower than in Greece,
Pnrtugai and Spain.

The main reason has been the
skilful way, the political estab-
lishment have used the media o
dcpln}r divide and rule tactics.

Yet they could cml}' get away
with this Eccausc social partner-
ship ook nrg:ani.scd workers ‘out
of the equation of protest, as the
SIPTU leader, Jack O' Connor
r::::v:ntl}-r put it.

Labour Parry control of the
unions also played a huge role.

Two l-:cy defears lasc ycar
greatly assisted the government
and led to wide scale demorali-
sation on the left.

These were the intimidation
Dfpv:n::ph: into payin the prop-
crIty tax and tfu: ro bcrj.-' of a
further €1 billion from public
sector workers thmugh the
Haddingmn Road agreement.

l t is over five ycars sincc

On-going crisis
We have entered a lcmgs].'m:uﬂc crisis
in global capitalism and the pr:riu:u::l
will incvita I}-' be characterised !:r].r
these types of defeats punctuated
by rebounds from workers.

“This arises because the pc:n|':t't4.:5

which have dominated Irish labour

before the crash — sodial dcn‘mcraqr

and forms of left nationalism - are
not adcquatc to cope with
the new situarion.
But even thﬂugh
confidence among
workers is cur-
L'v:ntl].r low,
this coin-
cides with
a dv:v:pcr
politici-
sation.

&
o
/)
There Q_
arc two
indica-
tors of
this.
(nc
is rthe
growing
class sen-
timent in
Irish socicty
that has given
rise o a popu-
lar ‘[hcmfanFtli s
understanding the of

the crisis.

“The second is the evidence
of the opinion polls.

Prior to the crisis the two main
right wing partics, Fianna Fail and
Fine Gael, commanded over 80

reent of the electorate.

Tq:uda}-' thar has declined to 50%.

Abour 40 percent of pcnp|c
are lnﬂking to either Sinn Fein
or im:lcp:ndcnts.

So "-"."].‘.I.ilC wurkcrs may not bc

s F

confident cnnugh o ﬁght. rhc:r
want to support pu|i.ti-::a| voices
that get the Labour Party off
their backs — and sp:ak to their

CONCCrns.

Electoral campaign
This iswh}.'["' Before Profit has
embarked on one of the most ambi-

Meet the candidates

Nicky Cordes
THE People Before Profit candidate
for Tallaght South is Nicky Coules.
Micky, a retired plumber, has lived
at Suncroft Drive, Jobstown, since
the estate was built some thirty years

ago.
While the People Before Profit
branch in Tallaght was formed
only last year, its members have
been particularly active in pushing
the interests of the “have nots.”
When a racist outrage occurred at
Cookstown Industrial Estate ﬂ'lr.}r
Were swi&ly on the scene petitioning
inst racism.
A stall, subsequently held, at the
Square saw people quening to add
their signatures.

Likewise, when Gardai abducted a
Roma child from her parents, Nid:}r
and his comrades organised a picket
of Tallaght Garda station.

Micky said at the time “working
class people in Tallaght have enough

roblems trying to cope with
Euit:ril}' thinEt m:ifm showing its

head.”

u-Eih}'!rlurc recently Nicky and his team
accompanied by PBP councillor
Geno Kenny leafleted workers at
Lufthansa in Rathcoole pledging
support in any action they ma
1:[-:51:1::1: to ta]-r.:}rin :ltf:nc:zf th:ir
jobs.

It is the policy of PBP to
encourage people to act collectively
in their own interests. As individuals

WE ant FﬂWﬂIt!E.

Acting together we will be
unstoppable.

PBP demands the repeal of the
Property Tax and its replacement
with a Wealth Tax.

Its councillors, including Nicky
Coules, will (with your vote)
work tirelessly to this end.

All PBP candidates are
pledged not to participate in the
“junlu:t culture” which allows
councillors to claim considerable

nses from the public purse.

npﬁyuu would |.|.||EE|:|l to ]:af: MOre Or
become involved with his election
campaign text join to 086 8532326
You can follow Nicky on faccbook
at Nicky Coules People Before

tious, electoral offensives mounted
the Irish left in decades.

But while devoting consider-
able effort to these elecrions,
Pmplc Before Profit is not
a conventional elecroral

machine.

Its candidates are
all pledged not to
taﬁc part in any
junkets; to op-
posc any deals
with ri iy ht
wing partics;
to rcjcct any
budger that
cuts pub-
lic services
or promotes
privatisation.
Instead of
tellin gt he
clectorate
whart elected

/ PbP candi-

dates can do

e 8 \/'/ tor them, the

mcssage is very

firmly one of encouraging mass
resistance.

Pcupla: Before Profit candidates
Dp:nl}.r declare thar thc].r will use
both the election campaign itself
and any scats Won to promote rc-
sistance and sclflacti\-'lc}r from the
mass of workers.

ower

This admcaqfof‘pccﬂ:
and opposition to any deals with

Fianna Fail, puts People Before
Profit well o the left of Sinn Fein.

Profit Tallaght South Local Election
Candidate

e - -
David Gauglran
David Gaughran is the People

Before Frnt candidate for the

Broad based

People Before Profir also differs
both from mainstream parties
and the cxpericnce of the Irish
left up to now.

It upcnl}f acknowled acs that it
contains different pnlitical ele-
ments — some of whom are opcn
revolutionaries such as those who
are members of SWP; and others
who believe thar serious reforms
can be wrestled from the current
system though struggle.

Rather than bc'mg -:c:mpus:-u:i
of a number far left organisations
who ﬁght cach other over their
disrinctive megr::mmv:s’.

PBP is a non-sectarian organisa-
tion which unites lcrng standin
political activists with individuals
who have v:mv:rgcd from Ireland's

social movements.

Candidates of People Before
Profit, for v::t:amplc, have a record
in ﬁgh:ing in such networks as
SIPTU Grassroots, the anti-

roperty tax campaign; the home
Eclps movement, and SPARK —

Singlc Parents ﬁdv-n-cating of for
the Rights of Kids.

The next few months will be
vital in hclping to rv:rshapc the
Irish left.

Elecroral victories |:|].-f PbI® will
be a 5i5n3| of both a desire for
more nrganiscd resistance and
a sign that a new, more popular
left is cmerging.

Cabra/Finglas ward in the local
elections in 2014.

Dravid, who lives in Fass:augh
Road, Cabra, has campaigned for
many years on issucs that defend
working people and the unemployed
from the cffects of austerity.

He helped organise the "Right
to Work’ campaign as well as the
*Save the No.19 bus’ campaign and
at a local level was involved in the
‘Anti-Houschold Charge’ campaigns.
He is also active in human rights
campaigns and in the anti-war
movement and the struggle to stop
the US ru.ilitar"r,' use of Shannon
Airport.

Dravid pledges that if elected he
will not participate in a ‘junket
culture’ or the usual cronyism
practised by the establishment
political parties.

Instead he will use his position
to inform, build and organise
grassroots resistance to ﬁght
austerity measures that impact on
the p:npi-: of Cabra and Finglai:
namely cut-backs, water taxes and
other service charges.

All People Before Profit members
promisc to fight to repeal the Local
Property Tax if elected.

Dravid is a member of the Cabra
branch of the People before Profit
Alliance and the Socialist Workers
Party - if you would like to learn
maore or become involved with his
election campaign text join to 087
1215344,

Follow him on twitter @

Gaughranpbp
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[s Ireland out of the intensive care ward?

Signs of recavery for the rich

By Brian O Boyle
ON 15 December Ireland exited its

Troika ‘bailout’ to much fanfare from
the pniir'[cal establishment.

In a television interview to mark the
occasion, Enda Kenny assured his audi-
ence that their “sacrifices were bringing
hope into the economy and making
a real difference”.

He also spoke of the “shackles com-
ing oft” in an “important moment
for Ireland psychologically”.

Micheal Noonan, recently named
‘European Finance Minister of the
Year’ praised the ‘heroes and hero-
ines of austerity, whilst Jose Manual
Barroso fawned over the ability of
Ireland to get back into the financial
markets.

A little over three years ago Ireland
was squeczed out of these markets
with interest rates on 10 year bonds
reaching 15%.

Last week the National Treasury
Management Agency (N TMA) man-
aged to sell almost €3.75 billion of
government bonds at a rate of 3.5%.

Such is the conhdence of global

By Micheal Wiallsce

ALTHOUGH defenders of capitalism
have attempted to daim otherwise,
there's been a strong connection between
the economic crash and a spike in the
numbers of people taking tlimr awn
lives.

Some high profile tragedies that have
made international headlines hint at this
growing crime being perpetrated by the

warld’s rich and their pu]irji:a| servanis.

The statistics

When a ??—}r::tr-uld pensioner, Dimieris
Christoulas, was reduced to scarching
for food in the rubbish to survive,

he killed himself outside the Greek
parliament.

A 53-year-old Spanish woman, Amaia
Egana, threw herself from the balcony
of her apartment as bailiffs Jtr:mpt:d
tos evict her for being unable to pay a
mortgage she would still have had to pay
even after repossession.

Closer oo home, Fiacra E{::“}'. just

37, was hounded to death E-',' a bank

demanding mortgage repayments on an
apartment in Priory Haﬁhr had been

unahle to live in for 2 vears through no
fault of his own.

A series of studies has finally revealed
beyond doubt a direct link between the
global recession and this massive spike
in suicides.

And although these statistics are often
und:r—rcpurmf:tnd merely the tip of the
iceberg {for every one suicide, .

'lll:'%i'l} make :-I.I:I:I:I.'I.'t|.'rt5] thlhﬂ:rizﬁ'ul
crime is still bigger than anyone could
have imagined.

Mental

financiers that over €14 billion was

actually on offer.

Financial speculators clearly have
faith in the security of their invest-
ments, but then again, why wouldn't
they? Whilst successive governments
have imposed relentless austerity on
Irish people, the speculators whoe
caused the crisis have been paid back
in full.

Michael Noonan regularly speaks
about the 85% of heavy lifting that's
already behind ‘us.” In reality, the €65
billion handed over to the global inan-
ciers will crush the country for decades
to come.

Some recovery for the rich
Ar 12.5%, unemployment is now at
its lowest rate since 2009 with 28,322
fewer people signing on compared
with 201 3.

Growth is also predicted to return
with IBEC (the :mpan}r:r.'i union) fore-
casting a GDP expansion of 2.8%
and the government expecting around
2.2% over the next 12 months.

House prices in Dublin have also
started to rise, prompting l:lr:dictin:-m:

Meanwhils 40,000 more I‘l&ll-tﬁt.ﬂ'ﬂ .Eu;::r been pwb:d' into poverty

of an increase in the Hlﬁing COmSETic-
tion industry.

All in all, things seem a little
brighter for the rich than they have
for some time.

But before they start cracking open
the champagne; there are a number
of clouds that remain on the horizon.

First off, take investment.

Investment in the Irish economy
simply imploded after the property
crash in 2008.

From a high point of €48 billion in
2007, 'Gross Fixed Capital Formation
Fdl to a low point of €16 billion in 2011.

Thereafter it rose sliE]'l.ti}r to €175
billion, but this still represents less
than 50% of the investment levels
of the Tiger era.

Without adequate investment the
economy will struggle to recover
long term regardless of the current
triumphalism.

Mext let’s look at the employment
ﬁgur:s.

Although there has been some

recovery here, the vast bulk of the
new jobs (around 85,000) have been

ealth— Mental system

A study in the British Medical
Journal reported that there wasan
appalling 5000 additional suicides across
the world in 2009 compared to when
the crash began a year carlier.

In the same report, there was also an
equally shocking increase of 100 suicides
in Ireland in the same period.

Currently Ircland has one of the
high-:sr suicide rates in Europe, 15%
higher in 2012 than pre-recession levels.

The country also has the 4th highest
rate in the EU among young people with

155 teenagers and young men taking
their lives in 2011 alone.

Another report released late Last
vear by the Mational Suicide Research
Foundation discovered a large majority
of the victims of recession-linked
suicides here are predominantly males
between the ages of 15-44 with up to
half of them untmplcn:.-'td workers in
construction or the production sector
such as factonies.

Research Director Ella Arensman
said that the study “confirmed suicides

created by labour activation policies.

IBEC talks up the fact that 60,000
more people will receive a pay check
next Christmas.

However unless the new jobs are
actually sustainable any recovery is
likely to be still born.

What about the prospects of an
‘export led recovery’? Government
Ministers regulary point to Ircland’s
ability to exit the crisis through
Forcign Direct Investment and ex-
ports into Europe.

The problem here is the ongoing
malaise in the global economy.

Diespite a signiﬁcunr Increase 10
competitivenecss over the last five years,
the value of Irish exports has already
begun to wane and actually fell by
6% in the Arst six months of 2013,

Finally let’s assess the levels of debit
in the economy.

According to the CS0, Irish govern-
ment debt now stands at a staggering
€180 billion.

The entire size of the Irish economy
15 nnl].r around €130 (once fcm:]gn

profits are taken into account) and this

‘E"‘T'l\"

|
il =

among men in Ireland rose sharply as
the cconomy went into severe recession.”
She found the Aindings “shocking and

extraondinary.”

Cutbacks

While the destruction of people lives
resulting from rampant levels of
unt'mp]ﬁﬂ.rm:nt savage austerity, debe
levels and threats of repossession are
impacting disastrously on the mental
health of growing numbers of people,
services destgned to help them are

shows the sheer scale of the problems
facing the Irish rich.

If the debt is priced at 3.5% per
annum, then the country needs to
grow at over 5% a year just to pay
interest! This is the dirty lictle secret
that no one in the establishment wants
to talk about.

However. sooner or later it will
become apparent thar the Irish stare
is basically insalvent.

When this happens expect the cur-
rent austerity to shoot into overdrive.

No recovery for workers

Whatever about the prospects for
the rich, it becomes increasingly clear
that any recovery will not improve
the lives of workers.

Corporate leaders regularly purr
about the strides they've made in
improving their ‘competitiveness .

Bat this is merely business speak for
slashing wages, terms and conditions.

To date, workers have seen their
wages reduced by 17% and face the
prospect of working for longer at the
end of the lives.

Ircland is also seriously out of sync
when it comes to paying income taxes.

Workers here start paying the top
rate at just €27,000, adding to the
unusually high rates of indirect taxes
and compounding the difhculties faced
by families struggling to pay property
taxes and water charges.

Unsurprisingly this has helped to
drive deprivation levels through the
roof.

A full 22% of the population is
now defined as living in poverty - up
from around 11% before the crisis.

Almost 200,000 children are lan-
guishing in poverty and mental health
has deteriorated significantly.

This is the reality for ordinary peo-
ple in 21st century Ireland, and it
will remain so whether the cconomy
recaovers or continues to stagnate

suffering shameful cutbacks.

In Ireland, health service budgets
and specialist staff have been slashed by
successive governments with funding for
mental health services reduced by €200
million since 2006,

Countries in the EU badly hit by
massive levels of unemployment and
vicious austerity have also seen the
numbers of people taking their own lives
s0ar.

In Greece for cxnmp]:. official data
showed that suicide had soared 26% in
2011, the highest in 50 years.

In the UK, with ].n::-uth
unemployment now at 20% and the
Tory/Lib Dem government about to cut
billions more from the welfare budget,
an extra 1000 people berween 2008-10
were driven to suicide as a result of fsing
joblessness and austerity, according toa
study in The Lancet.

The study’s author, David Stuckler,
ulled no punches about the connection
etween the misery b:ing |.'B.'.;L|:I~I‘.'d on

working class people OVETTITLENES
pand:rﬁg to tll:'ll.CTL'l'llh:I.} of ‘the
market’

“The finandial crisis puts lives of
ordinary people at nisk, but it's much
more dangerous when there are radical
cuts to social protection. . .

“Austerity can turn a [suicide] crisis
into an epidemic.”

The only cure to this recession-related
suicide epidemic is to take wealth back
through progressive taxation before
using it to fund real jui:ls at a decent
wage, increase social spending and
Sj'w_' peopke back their livelihoods and

Ignity again.
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Egypt: Revolutionary activists face state crackdown

by Judith Crer

THE military regime in Egypt is
carrying out a serious crackdown on
socialists and activists who played
leading roles in the 2011 revolution.

“The counter-revolution is show-
ing its tecth,” said Wassim Wagdy, an

tian Rﬁn]u:mn.jrj.-' Suu.ahsr cur-
n:nt]; living in Britain. “It has been
hthn.gthc Muslim Brotherhood. Mow
it wants to put us away.

At least 2,665 pmpi: have been
killed since the military coup last July,
according to a human rights report
issued last week.

That is more than twice the num-
ber who died during the overthrow
of dictator Hosni Mubaral.

Revolutionaries face a wave of arrests
under a new anti-protest law.

On January 5 ten activists in Cairo,
among them brother and sister, Alaa
Abdel-Fatah and Mona Seif, received
sentences of one year, suspended for
three years.

R:vu]uriunary Socialists Mahienour
El-Massry and Hassan Mostafa in
Alexandria were sentenced to two
years in prison on Thursday 2 Jan,
uiumr. with four other activists.

They were charged with organising
a pn:-r:sr without permission under
the new protest law and artacking

“We are not afraid’

By Mahie El Massry {inset)

security forces, “The police know where Mahienour

- and Hassan are—they are the most
Ells‘:ﬂd}" high profile revolutionaries in the
Mahienour and Hassan could be taken  city”

into custedy at any time. Wassim said, The media has denounced the

WE protested outside the court
when police convicted of murdering
Khaled Said in Alexandria dur-

ing 2010 were being retried this
month. The casc is an important one
in the tian Revolution.

Kh s murder showed the
brutality of the regime and police
against the people. It showed the tor-
ture that was part of everyday life. It
was part of w]l:at brought people
onto the streets in 2011,

The way our recent protest was
treated shows that the police are still
the same. And we know that they
are still torturing people in police
stations.

After 3 July when the Muslim
Brotherhood's Mohamed Mursi was
removed as president, there was all
this talk of “reconciliation” with the
army and Euhn: People said the po-

lice have c

But they II.:H‘I"I:I:I.I: The new protest

law is now being used against us in
Alexandria. Outside the court we
got together on the pavement and
chanted, “We will not forget police
brutality! We will not forget Khaled
Said!™

Illegal

The second most senior security
officer in Alexandria got on a
megaphone and said we were on an
illegal protest. He announced they
would move in to break it up in ten
minutes,

Immediately they turned water
hosecs on us. Then they beat several
protesters. One of our comrades
in the Revolutionary Socialists, a
doctor, was beaten with an illegal
weapon—an American stick—made
of metal. We were showered with his
blood.

We moved away to the other side
of road. Then they started spraying

Revolutionary Socialists as enemies
of the state and “Afth columnises”
working with foreigners.

One private satellite channel, Al
Kahera Wal Mas, has even broadcast

us with pepper spray and tear gas.
Pepper spray entered the comrade’s
large wound. They arrested several
people. One was a young man who
was just passing by on his way to
campus and had started running to
get away from tear gas.

They are still in detention. We
went to the police station to ask
when they would be released. The
p-u]ict said their detention had been
extended, which is illegal. Activists
arc being arrested in many parts of

. Arrest warrants have been is-
for me and other activists.

Stopped

When I heard this I stopped being
active for two days, but then [
thought, “This isn't right. We are
not criminals”. T have to the

security directorate to hrlng food and
clothes for comrades in detention.

If they want to take us they know

tapped private phone conversations
between targeted activists.

The TV host Abdel-Rehim Ali
claims he has 5,000 such recordings
he will release.

Wassim said the attacks are more
bitter because “sections of the left—in
particular the Stalinist left—are sup-
porting and sometimes celebrating [EE
counter-revolution.”

The regime wants to snuff out the
revolution using the same repression
that main :u]n:& Mubarak.

“The revolution broke the wall of
fear of the power of the police and
the state,” said Wassim.

“But walls of fear can be rebuilt.
That's what the state is trying to do
now. If the revolution doesn't go for-
ward it will go back.”

Mahienour is defiant. “The state
L::ps imagining that with its laws,
prisons, Jnﬁ dogs it can protect itself,”
she said.

“But even iF}rcu Eathr.:r all of us in
prisomn, the revolution will continue.”

YWhen the state has attacked revo-
lutionaries in the past international
solidarity has made a difference. Such
solidarity is vital today.

M Sign the statement calling for the
release of all political detainees: bit.

by /1 98m6Y T

- Egyptian Revolutionary Socialist speaks out against state crackdown

where we arc. The protest law is
about holding back our movement
so people get scared and stop being
active. It isn't about attacking the
Brotherhood—they have made them
illegal already. It isn't about stopping
terrorism as they claim. It is about
stopping the workers' movement

We have had a bit of a wave of
strikes in recent weeks. We are se
many movements in workplaces mcF
factorics and protests in universitics.

We have the problem that many

ople still have illusions that the po-
Ecct and army will bring stability. But
we have scen this before and people
arc now awakening and beginning to
sec through these lics.

In Alexandria our prioritics arc
stopping the protest law and our
other target is the constitution. So |
am optimistic. The military will not
stop our struggle. We will show we
arc not afraid.

Support for socialist jDurnalists in Greece as court case against Workers Sﬂlidarity begins

by Diave Sewell

SUPPORT has poured in from across
Greece for the newspaper Workers
Solidan ty - Socialist Worker's sister
puhlicariun.

Its editor Panos Garganas,
jnurnalist Katerina Thoidou and
publisher Tasos Anastasiades were
set to stand trial on Thursday 9
January.

Thm-' are accused of defamation
by Ioannis Andriopoulos, a lawyer
on the Golden Dawn payroll. The
accusation relates to an article
about his attempt to overturn a
L gmntlng citizenship to sccond
Ecncmtmn migrants.

“We've seen a wave of solidarioy,”
Panos told Socialist Worker. .
“As well as many unions we're
now secing local councils pass
resolutions to support us. The
courts have to r.Lt:: this into
account.”

Journalists' union leader Dimitris
Trimis has pledged to testify that
the article was true and that they
should have the freedom to say it

Supporters of the paper say
waorkers are rallying to defend
it. “We've gathered dozens of
signatures from the Agios Savvas
hospital,” said Stella Myrisioti in

Jonrnalists’ union leader Dimitris Trimis (vight) at a selidarity meeting for the Workers Solidarity Three (Pic: Workers Solidarity)

Athens.

“Many people tell us they will
be there outside the court. They are
angry that the murderous gang of
fascists dares, after all its crimes, to
try to suc the anti-fascises.”

The trial s one of several court

battles against fascism currently
underway in Greece.

The Keerfa anti-racist and anti-
fascist coalition is supporting
the Family of murdered Pakiseani
worker Shehzad Lugman.

The state has tried to keep the

trial of his murder separate from
the trial of Golden Dawn’s leaders,
even though one of the alleged
killers had Golden Dawn leaflets.
The trial of Workers Solidarity
is also an attack on the lefe and the
workers movement thar has made

life hard for the Greek government.

The government only just got
its next budget through parliament
last week. It faces ongoing strikes in
health and education.

Hospital worker Maria Alifieri
said, “We have been fighting
closures and layoffs, and against the
Golden Dawn MNazis' attempt to
organise blood donation for "Greeks
only’.

“Workers Solidarity supported
all these struggles. Many hospital
workers buy and read it.”

Workers who occupied state
broadcaster ERT for almost six
months to stop its closure have also
pledged to support the paper.

ERT occupier Gavrilos Kasimatis
said, “Throughout our hght
Workers Solidarity showed us
salidarity and now we must do the
same.

“We will be outside the
courts, and call on everyone whoe
supported us to support Workers
Solidarity as well”.

B Thanks to Nikos Loudos, Aleka
Dionou and Workers Sﬂ]idﬂ!’i[}'
journalists
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Anger and defiance in Tottenham after inquest
conclusion into Mark Duggan’s death

by Annette Mackin

A jury inquest conclusion that Mark
Duggan was lawfully killed by police has
caused anger and defiance on the streets
of Tottenham.

Police shot Mark in Tottenham, Morth
London, in August 201 1. Many pu:u:-p]r.:
there expressed disbelicf at the inquest
dedision in light of overwhelming r:vigcni:-:'
against the police.

Ahasen was born and grew up in
Tottenham. He told Socialist Worker, T
was so shocked when I heard.

“I think people in Tottenham are
thinking now — what if the shoe was on
the other foot? Whar if Mark had shor a
police officer?

“Palice .always et away with it — look
at what h.appr:n-:fm Sntilm Culture.

“They make out there's Justn..r: and it’s
a balance rh:ng but theres no justice,
there’s just us.

The jury in the inguest reached the
conclusion of lawful killing by a majority
of cight to two. But they concluded that
Mark did not have a gun when he was shot.

They also concluded by nine to one that
it was mﬂflf'idm.fi}- than not that Mark threw
a gun to where one was found nearby. It
was found 7.34 metres away from where
Mark was shot.

Left: The scene on Fm-jl Lane after I.ﬁrpu.!r{'r .nilaﬁrmg {Pie: The Duggan Inguest): Riglt: Mark Duggan

This contradicts key evidence given
throughout the inquest.

After boxing in the minicab in a “hard
stop police were immediately out of their
vehicles.

Police

One officer, known as W42, was shot
in his radio by a police bullet. %42 told
the inquest thar [J:t' was out of his vehicle
and on the pavement s the minicab doors
were sliding open.

He then said that he saw Mark get-
ting out.

Leslie Thomas QC asked W42, “Did
you see anything being thrown from the
cab?” W42 replied, “Mo, sir, [ didnt.”

W42 then said he had his eyes on the

cab at all times in the run-up to the stop.
He said he did not sce anything being
thrown from the vehicle.

There were just 10 seconds between
the hard stop and the shooting, There
was no opportunity for Mark to throw
a heavy handgun over seven metres in a
concealed way.

There were no hngerprints or DNA
from Mark on the gun or on the sock it
was wrapped in.

Mark wasn't wearing gloves when he
was shot. If he threw the gun, as the jury
believes, there would have Eccn hnq-:rpn nt
evidence.

The conclusion has deepened the mis-
trust of police on the streets on Torenham.

Drerck Roberts’ son was a friend of Mars
He told Socialist Worker, “I remember
very clearly when the shooting happencd.
My son said to me, ‘Dad I know him,
that's my mate .

“The police locked down the streets
soon after,

“I remember getting done under the
sus laws back in 1980 when [ was just
walking down the streets with my friends.
[ couldnt believe it.

“Mow I'm scared to walk down
Tottenham High Road because the streets
are 50 hot — there seems to be a cop on
EVErY COTNET.

South Africa’s largest union breaks with ANC and calls for new workers’ party

by Ken Olende

SOUTH Africa’s largest union withdrew
electoral support for the governing African
National Congress (ANC) in a historic
move at a special conference last month.

[t went on to call for a new workers' party
to be set up.

Seme 1,204 delegates ateended the
special congress of South Africa’s metal
workers union Mumsa from 17 to 20
December. They represented 338,000
workers.

The conference was called as a TP
to a crisis in the ANC, the South African
Communist Party (SACP) and the trade
union federation {(Cosatu). This alliance
has eftectively governed the country since
[904,

This crisis developed out of the failure
of the government to deliver for working
people. It became public after the
Marikana massscre of striking miners in
2012 and the strikes char followed.

South Africa faces a general election
this year. The ANC, like the I abotir Party
in Britain, assumes it will have the active
support of the trade union movement.

But the Numsa conference’s closing
statement bluntly said, “For more than 20
years we have been urging cur members o
swell the ranks of the ANC and SACPE.

“Swelling the ranks has merely resulied
in delivering more working class victims,
like lambs to the 5|-.tug|1rerg|::}' the ANC's
bourgeois leadership.”

The conference En:cidcd the alliance

wis |:u:':.-'|:-nd repair. It called on Cosatu to

break with the ANC and the SACT.

Ultimatum

This ultimatum calls Cosatu's bluff
as it tries (o appear more nppusltmml
and regain credibility after its unions
lost thousands of members following
Marikana.

But it is almost unthinkable that the
federation will actually break with the
alliance.

Mumsa states that it will set up “a
new United Front that will coordinate
struggles in the workplace and in
communitics, in a way similar to the
United Democratic Front of the 1980s".

It said, “For this to happen our
members and shop stewards must be
active on all fronts and in all nruggh:—s

R
Newnea mrembers (Pic: Nunisa)

against neoliberal policies, whether these
policies are being implemented in the
workplace or in communities.”

In addition it announced [_'u|u.m

to “explore” the establishment of 2
Movement for Socialism to prepare for a
new socialist party.

The conference went on to call for
the resignation of president Jacob Zuma
and |:H.1|Ein;': chief Riah Phiyega. It also
demanded a fuller investigation into the
Marikana massacre than the current
ofhcial inguiry.

Supporters of Socialist Worker in South
Africa belong to the Democratic Left
Front. It issucd a statement saying, “This
Mumsa Congress marks a decisive end to
the era of national liberation politics.

“Numsa has broken new ground and
has therchy opened space for 2 genuine
mass-based political alternative to emerge,
led and controlled by workers and their
communitics.

Tax revolts and ‘pitchfork protests’ - if the left don’t fight austerity then other forces will

Sylvestre Jaffard asks if the protests against governments af the centre fﬁﬁ in Italy and France are the shape of things to come

[talian Richt

IMPORTANT, radical and contradictory
movements have shaken both France

and Italy in recent months. Tax rises and

subsidy cuts have been at the forefront in
both places, but the social forces at play

ar: nnt uite the same.

y the “pitchfork protesis”, a
mml:;mtnt of the Stlr-ﬂl'lph_'_l’td and small
business owners, have spread from Si:il}r
to various citics. They demand tax cuts
for small businesses.

The far right Northern League and the
disgraced former prime minister Silvio
Berlusconi have voiced their support for
the movement. So has populist Beppe
Grillo, whose 5 Star Movement had a
surprise success in last year's election.

ltalian socialist Franco Turigliatto
has argued that, in the absence of a
strong left, the movement is leading to
a consolidation of ultra-r:-acl:inna.r}' amd
fascist tendencies.

France

MEANWHILE in France, a widespread
wave of anger took held of the Britanny
region in the autumn.

Sacked workers in the food industry
have led the way calling for a ban on
layoffs. And local bosses have seized
on discontent with a new “eco-tax”
to try and wrestle concessions from
the besicged centre left government of
Francois Hollande.

Prafest

They have also blamed the end of
some European Union subsidics for the

layoffs,
Tens of thousands of workers have
marched—with bosses' organisations

against e eco-tax and in defence of jobs in Quimper, Framee,
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also at.

mtht left, including the New
Anticapitalist Party {NPA) and some
unions, have taken part in order to
promote their own demands and stop

the bosses taking the leadership of the
movement.

Other organisations, such as the Front
de Gauche led by Jean-Luc Melenchon,
steered clear and dismissed it as entircly

reactionary.

Instead, it decided to attack the
government's taxation policy from
another angle.

It called for a demonstration in Paris
against the rises in VAT, which over
10, (0 P-tl:rP-It attended on 1 December.

The NPA also Paﬂicipat:d in this
march in order to pu:.h for left unity.
Marches and strikes continue in
Britanny.

What the events in France and Ltaly
show is that in a peried of prolonged
crisis, social explosions will always occur.

But they don't necessarily take a
progressive direction, especially if the
labour and trade union movement have
not opposed austerity.

It also shows that nothing is written
in advance.

Socialist activists have a crucial role
to pla}r in order to give confidence to
workers so they can take the initiative
and lead other impoverished layers of
soCicty.

If not, the forces of the right and the
far right will leap at the opportunity.

Mﬂingﬁ 5::|f|:l the furcpr; of th-:l::right
are forging ahead in Italy, while in France
the outcome is still open.

It will take a stronger, unified, radical
and non-sectarian left to score some
much needed victories.

Sylvestre taffard is 8 member of the NPA
in Paris
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Haass talks

fail to unite

We need to Fngt Sectarianism & the Cuts

THE main parties in the -"Ls.u:mbllr
offer no way r forward for the vast ma-
jority of people in the North.

The clearest sign yet of this was
the failure of the much rrumpeted
Haass Talks—routed b}-‘ pu ndits and
pn]i[ic'mni alike as the best hupc fora
solution to the resurgence of sectari-
anism—to produce any substantive
agrecment berween the main partics.

Haas was suppc-s-::i to OVCICome
the recent divisions around so-called
“‘cultural’ issues: n amfl}f ﬂags and
pamdci.

But its failure to reach a resolution
is indicarive of an even d:cp:r rot in
the !’Lsscmbl}'.

Mainstream intransigence
Dcsplt: going Ihmugh sevien drafts,
the proposals were rejected by both
the DUP and the UUP

What's more, the final draft was a
watered down document, with much
b}r way of rhetoric but litde in terms
of concrete detail.

‘The Hags issue, which has caused
50 much consternation of late, is a
casc in Eu:um

Haass pmposa] for a new ‘Northem
Ircland Flag' was quickly shot down, as
was Sinn Fein’s pmpus:ﬂ for two fHags
or nonc on government buildings.

Unionist ]Jmpn'.-.als that the Union
Jack fly on -:l::smn:m:::l -:l:ms outside
Belfast, but be restored p-:rmancn[]u
at Belfase Clity Hall weas c]car]v aimed
at z-.hmmg up their clecroral chances
by playing to hard-linc loyalists.

Bur this was never going to be ac-
ccp:ahlc cither.

In the end, Haass proposed to set up
a ‘Commission on Id:ntir} Culture
and Traditions’, a Aagrant attempt
at kicking the pu:nlmc:ﬂ football into
the ]ﬂnﬂ %]’:IES if ever there was one.

It was the same story with pamdcs
The DUP dclcgatmn at Haass in-

cluded Mervyn Gibson, head of the
Orange Order, which has been r_{tm_d}
rcspuns;blr.: for ratcheti ng up tensions
over the past ycar.

Unionists wanted the abolition of
the Parades Commission; SF wanted
some sort of deal, and was pml:mbly
prepared to make concessions to
which nationalist residents in ]:]-.11:-:5

like North Belfast would have had

uHI‘:Oﬂ

L I ||'I

_Rﬂffal Hos pltals Branch

strong objections.

But in the end all that was pro-
pa:us:d was thar an Office for Parades,
Select Commemorations, and Related
Protests be formed—the Parades
Commission with a different title.

Tory austerity
Conspicuous b}r their absence was any

representative from London.

Ccrtainlv the British Government
was a kf:}r mover behind the scenes
in the negotiations, but puhh-..l]r it
pl-:ﬁ:n:d [0 prescnt itself as a neutral
observer.

Indeed the British government has
been almost cumpl:c-r]v mute in the
face of ongoing trouble arising out

of the Hag protests.

Eh any mecasure, the programmec
of T::-nr austerity is having a dj'-'.pma
portionatc cffective on ¢ T‘.lf North,
and any sensible observer would note
this as a cmlrributlng factor to the
rCsUrgence of sectarianism.

“The Tories never once balked ar the
millions of pnunds spent on secu-

Inside:
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Mark Duggan killers

get off scot free

rit}: durmg the troubles, but when
it comes to rn:mlving the lcgacy of
that conflict, the Government doesnt
want to foot the bill.

Unformuna rn:l_y both Sinn Fein and
the DUP are wi“ing :1n:n:1:ump]ln:c5 in
this agv:nda.

Avoiding the causes

Haass was doomed to failure because
it was never serious about t;an:kling the
issues which caused both the conflict
here and its lcgnq'.

The pulitical structures in place
in the Morth have not only proven
u:unnsh_nrhr mcapah]: of chal]:nqe
ing sectarianism: rhn arc part of the
pml:-]cm

This is partl_ﬁ_x wh]r' there is wide-
spread exasperation among -:nrdlmu'}'
peo p]n: at the lack u:rfpmgrcﬁs in mov-
ing forward.

As pﬂ]irlcians bicker over Hags and
:;]rrm|:n:|]5, services are allowed to con-
tjnuali}' deteriorate.

The recent crisis in the Rn}ral
Victoria huspjml I5 jUst Onc cxam-
ple with the s]mrmgc of staff and the
cutting of A&E scrvices causing a
backlng that put lives ar risk.

Fortunately the protests that were
held after this shambles showed that
another way is pﬂssiblc.

By linklng issues like the cuts in
]'H:-:il)[]'t with a robust opposition to
scctarianism we can bcgin to map
out the way to a real alternative to
neo liberalism and communalism in
the North - snmcthing Haass could
never do.



