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OMN 23 May the people of Ireland will have an historic
opportunity.

Almose 100 years after the Easter Rising, we will
finally have the chance to break the grip of the three
main political partics.

Fianna Fail, backed-up by Fine Gael and their
Labour lackeys have held a virtual seranglehold on
power since the founding of the stare.

Working with the {l.atghuli-:: Church and the busi-
ness lobby, these parties have made sure thar wealth
and priviir:gn: have been reserved for a tiny minority
in the Irish establishment.

When the economy is doing well, these groups grab
the lion’s share.

When the ECONOmy 5|i}1s it Crisis, th::}' use their
power to ensure that tax payers foot the bill.

This has been the way for almost @ CENEUry - t:un:lin.lr}'
people doing the work, political elites helping the rich
to rob our labour and control our society.

People Power
The People Before Profit Alliance (PBPA) has a very
different vision for politics in Ireland.

We believe in a radically democratic society, with
people’s needs placed at the centre of everything.

Ireland is i:um:n:]}'un-: of the very richest countries
in the world.

.-'u.‘r_'nrding to the Irish Central Bank, the cu::untr:f':s
assets run into the hundreds of billions.

Yet despite this, one in five kids goes to school
hungry and almost onc million citizens are forced to
live in grinding poverty. This is the resule of political
choices being made by the elites.

It doesn't actually have to be this way. But the world
owver, the rutin__qd.].ﬁsr.:s threaten us with economic terrorism.

Trading on fear and intimidation, the people who
control our society tell us there is no other way.

We might not like their corruption or their cromy-
ism, but what other options do we have?

Grassroots Movement

Right across the country the People Before Profic
Alliance is answering this question.

From Donegal in the Morth to Waterford in the
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South, PBP is building a genuine movement based
on the ideals of solida rity, r.-qu.llit:.' and jn—:]usivjr}'.

All told, we are ﬁ-::iulingli_‘.l candidates nationwide,
making PBI the J:argcir left wing movement contest-
ing the elections.

We also pride ourselves on having the highest per-
centage of lemale candidates (40%).

Women have borne the brunt of the cutbacks meted
out by the political establishment.

From carer's grants to children's allowances, women
have had to put up with & years of austerity.

But with the elections just around the corner, we are
suddenly being told that everything will soon be ok.

What Recovery?

Media hacks and government spin doctors are fall-

ing over themselves to talk up an economic recovery.
But why should we belicve these people when they

have lied and threarencd us so many times in the past.
Even if there is a recovery, most of the benchits

will continue to How into the pockets of the wealthy.
Business as usual is all the mainstream parties can
actua”y offer us and so it is time to make a radical
decision.
If you believe in the Importance n[:gra.mmutx de-
maocracy then vote for ]‘c-;&p]e Before Profit on 23 May.
Better still, get involved in your bocal campaign and
add your wciF]‘ut to a decisive shift in Irish politics.
In a couple of weeks, we finally get the chance
to make Labour pay for all of their rotten betrayals.
Let’s not waste this historic Opportuniy.

Make Labour pay.

Vote People Before Profit in
May.

1o get involved call
0872839964
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£ Sucialist Worker

F.conomic Recovery —
media hype or genuine article?

By Kieran Allen

he mainstream media and the politi-
cal elite are claiming that Ireland is
EXPeriencing an cConomic recovery.

They know th.lt the FUIJ.I:]I:!II.'! 15 tlrtd
of austerity and are m:-m-:-:i about popular
reaction to water charges.

They are also desperate to spin a good
story to salvage their electoral fortunes.
Hu?bn:hi.nd the talk of recovery lies gross
exaggeration and deeply cynical lies.

The daim about recovery rests on three
main elements — a 5uppn5|:-|:l growth in
jobs in 2013; an increase in investment;
statistical manipulation.

Where are the jobs?

The government boasts that 60,000 Jnl:w
were added in 2013 and thar un:mp]uv
ment levels are dropping,

But even cconomists who accept this
hgure arc puzzled: If the numbers of jobs
are growing, they ask, why is there not
an increase in total carnings?

Total earnings actually fell last year and
consumer demand declined sll_ghrl',' by
1.1 percent.

This ‘puzzle’ is solved when we look a
bit deeper behind the government spin
and examine what is really happening.

Labour Activation: The Labour
Minister, Joan Burton, has organised a
massive campaign to push poople off so-
cial welfare onto a host of Em::d labour
schemes.

There arc currently 86,000 people on
these schemes and the Central Statistics
Offices counts them as employed.

Yer on the Gateway scheme, for exam-
ple, people are forced to work for just €1
extra an hour for 22 months.

Farming: 27.000 ]tra:ls e Eu}'lpmcdh'
created last year in farming. But this is a
statistical trick.

The Central Statistics Office previously
underestimated the numbers and did an
adjustment.

There has been a rise in incomes among
bigger beef and dairy farmers — Fine Gael's
rural base- but it has not translated into
that many jobs.

Growth on poverty wages: One of

the sectors which has actually grown is
tourism —mainly because of ;h:&mg trends
due to climate chang-:.

The ofhcial figures show that - aside
from agriculture - the biggest area of em-
ployment growth is in Lﬁﬁpim!it]'l-

Yet this is also the sector where wages
fell faster than elsewhere.

After a six year long recession, there
has been a small growth in employment
but the real reason for the fall in unem-
ployment figures is actually emigration.

Alongside Spain, Ircland has the high-
st It'vcﬁ:-f emigration of the older EU
5 countries.

Even stockbroker economists,
Goodbody's, noted that ‘Somewhat sur-
prisingly employment for the 20-34 year
old cohort has not seen any recovery and
has fallen 0.3% ... Q2 2013, They ‘forget
the obvious answer — they are on the planes
to Australia and Canada.

Where is the investment?
The main mover ot economic activity is
imvestment.

LT (o

Wealthy individuals who control capital
often go on an ‘investment strike’ when
their rates of profit decline.

After the Celtic Tiger crash, investment
in Ireland shrank from €48billion to a
mere €16 billion. This type of crash was
reminiscent of the 1930s.

The new claims about a recovery rest
on evidence that investment has picked
up again.

And, indeed, there was an increase
last year — as it grew to €17. 2 billion.
But this is still less than h:l'fi‘.hl.‘ level of

investment that was occurring in 2007!

In addition, there are two unusual
reasons whv even this investment is
picking up.

One is the new property bubble that
is underway. As well as deliberate govern-
ment efforts to stoke upa huuxing boom,
there has been an unprecedented influx
of capital into Irish commercial property.

Here is Goodbody's salivating at the
prospect:

"The scale af interest in Irish commercial
property is nothing short af phenomenal.

After growing to €2bn in 2013, commercial
property investment is on course to double
in 2014 on the back of a rush q,i"se.:.:rp."_}
coming to the market from several sonrces’

The main reason for this is that for-
eign capital is looking for quick and easy
refurns on investment.

The US and EU have cut interest rates
dramatically to stimulate their ccono-
mies and so the rich are borrowing before
scouring the worlds property markets
for a fast buck.

The other reason has to do with the

Hight of some major corporations to ‘re-
spectable’ tax havens like Irefand.

The hscal crisis of the US state has
led to a new rhetoric against tax havens
from the Obama administration and
ironically this is benchitting Ireland in
the short term.

Many drug and IT companies are re-
locating regional headquarters in Ircland
to avoid taxes — while maintaining an
aura of respectability.

The Dark Clouds

Undedying the hype, there is a much
maore serious problem brewing for Irish
capitalism.

Since the early sixties, the driver of the
Irish CCONOMY Was Fur-:jgn Investment 1n
m:tnufuu:turing. et h.-.ld.:l.:r' this has entered
3 pn:-rim:l. nfmaiur decline.

Tuda} there are 243,000 pt'up-h: work-
ing in ind ustry compared to 319.000 in
2000. The main driver of this industrial
base was US investment in computers,
pharmaceuticals and medical devices.

Computer manufacturing has long
since migrated elsewhere and now the
pharmaceutical industry has entered
major difficulties,

Companies like Phzer make much of
their profit from branded drugs that have
a 20 year long patent which prevents
rivals making cheaper versions.

But many of thesc patents are now
running out and so the industry is in
decline.

With the decline of US investment
in manufacturing, Irish capital is falling
back to an economic model that brings
more misery and emigration.

In the 19205, when De Valera posed
as a radical, he denounced Ireland’s status
a5 an out g;.a:rdn:-n' of the British Empire —
supplving food to its industrial centres.

Yet a Eundrt'd years later, the longer
terms hopes of Irish capitalism are once
again being founded on a food industry
dominated by big farmers and a tourist and
hospitality sector that grows alongside it.

In addition, the Irish elite continue
to play a dangerous game of building a
form of “tax haven capitalism’.

Whereas in the past major multina-
tional’s came to Ireland in search of chea
labour to manufacture real goods, today
they create a much smaller number of
jobs to gain respectability for their status
as a tax haven.

These two main economic strategics
will lead to adverse effects for the popula-
tion at large.

There will never be enough jobs and
there will be a near permanent pattern of
emigration that will persist into the future,

With the exception of a small num-
ber of highly skilled jobs in information
t-:chnulug and financial speculation, the
majority of jobs created will be low paid
:Lnj often precarious.

And as tax subsidics on profit remain at
the core of cconomic strategy, the burden
of funding basic, low quality public ser-
vices will fg*..all on the population at large.

As a result they will pay a higher level
of tax on their wages — and more indirect
taxes than elsewhere.

If this is what a recovery looks like,
then shudder to think what the next re-
cession will hr]ng.
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European Election Special

Vote No.

+ Facebook ii Brid for Europe

rid Smith is People Before Profit’s

candidate for Europe in the Dub-

lin constituency. If elected, she will

stand up to the EU bureaucracy and
fight for the following policies:

Mo Water Clmrges. The EU has ordered the

Irish government to impose water charges of

about €300 a year. Brid Smith is totally opposed
to these ...Jurbr:a Instead of wasting money on
meters, we should be investing in the water |11E-l.3-
structure to reduce waste. A vore for Brid Smith
is a votc for outright resistance to the water taxes.
Defend Public Services, Stop Privatisation:
The EU burcaucracy pushes privatisation and
wants to cut back on public spending. The gov-

BRID
SMITH

For Europe

' Cancelthe Debt
V' Oppose Water Charges
¢ Cuts in Public Services

ernment has already sold off

parts of Bord Gais to a British company with a
record of hiking up gas prices o bolster prohes.
Brid Smith says tax the rich to fund our schools
and h::spir.ﬂs.

Cancel the National Drebt: The European Cen-
tral Bank and their Irish allis made us respon-
sible for the private gambling debts of bankers.
A vote for Brid Smith is a signal that the Irish
people want to unilaterally cancel EUT imposed
debr.

A Dublin Ll‘r‘lt‘lg ﬂ%ﬁ Worlkers have experi-
enced six years of pay cues and freezes. With ralk
of economic recovery, we need to press claims for
a living wage. Rents, property taxes and the cost

+ Twitter | | @bridsmith

of living in Dublin arc higher than elsewhere —
wages should reflect this. We need a Dublin liv-
ing allowance. W need strong unions that hight
for wage riscs.

Real Jobs, Not Forced labour schemes: The
EU promotes ‘labour activation’ measures and
the Irish government has introduced schemes
like Gateway which makes people work for 22
months for just €1 an hour. These schemes are
replacing real public sector jobs. Brid Smith says
we need a major public works programme in-
cluding ‘climate jobs' to counter global warming,

No to Racism: The right and their friends in the
media try to scapegoat migrant workers. They
want us to turn on cach other rather than ﬁght

Socialist Worker

V' For Real Jobs & Social Housing
V' Defend Workers’ Rights
V' People Power to Resist Austerity

+ www.bridsmith.net

the wealthy elite who caused the economic cri-
sis. Brid Smith stands for full rights for migrant
workers and the proper treatment of asylum
seckers;

Equaln}r for all: Brid Smith supports abortion
rights for Irish women. She is against sexism and
hamophobia and supports marriage equality for
LBBT people.

Real Democracy, End the rule of the corporate
lobbyists: "There are 15,000 lobbyists in Brussels
who spend €1 billion a year promoting their cor-
porate interests. If elocted, Brid Smith will shine
a ligh[ on their activities and seek to drive them
out. She will hght for a democratic Europe that is
built on solidariry.

A Message From Brid
Smith — The Workers’
Candidate

“Sometimes EU directives
can be used to improve
workers conditions.

But, invariably, the Irish
government trics to weaken
these mild measures.

I shall highlight every
directive th?tl-lcfnhbc used
to help workers and fight
for ﬂifm to be mad-:hgh
Irish law. But I will also
highlight EU attacks on
workers' ri :

The EU has recently
established a ‘nominal unit
labour cost’ measure which
secks to limit wage rises
over a three year ptrind.

The E1T Commission
is trying to block strong
health and safety measures
under the guise of
removing ‘red tape’. As
an MEP 1 shall actas a
watchdog for workers
rights.

To that end I will not
take the massive ‘fat cat’
EU salary but only the
average workers' wage
and will donate the rest to
political campaigning for
working people.”

Brid Smith’s record

BRID Smith is not a typical politi-
cian; She does not lie or make false
promises to get elected like Fine
(Gael, Fianna Fail and Labour do.

Brid is an activist in the Unite
trade union and works as a tutor
training &:imp stewards to repre-
sent workers. She has devoted her
whole adult life to the qrrug_gl-:. for
workers rights, women's rights and
the rights of all the pn:--:rp-ln;. against
the elites and the 1% super rich.

Here are some of the high points
of her record:

1981: elected to the Mational
Committee of the Hunger Strike
campaign, along with others like
Bernadette Devlin, fi hting for
p-u|i:i<:.1] status for Bo h:.' Sands
and his comrades.

[933: first female shup cteward

in Dublin Bus and Dublin Branch
secretary of the National Bus and
Railworkers Union.

1984-87 ur_g.mj!.-.'d ﬁ::Eidnrit}'
pjﬂlq'.-:.'t:i and collections for the
Dunnes Stores strikers against

.-".paﬁhrid

1984-5: supported campaign
for the British Miners Strike which
raised many thousands of pounds.

1990: worked with Gateaux
Bakery strikers who occupied
the '|:-:3k-.-r}' against job losses for
OVET 4 Year.

]‘]‘q 2; played a key role in the
struggle rur.LE-c:-mc:un EI&J‘lT.'i- around
the X Case and all the protests of
the pro- choice campaign

Eardy 2000s: played leading
role in the Anti-Bin Tax cam-
paign and built mass campaign
in Ballyfermot/Inchicore. Jailed in
M-:Juntﬁ:ﬂf Jlunj:, rwith other activists
for direct action.

20003: L-:} roke .1|t:u|1§iid|: Richard
H-;:-:pd Barrett in the Irish Anti War
Movement which urg&niﬁ:d the
‘I:le‘_E,u:-il' anti war protests in 'hi::tnr}'.

What they say about Brid Smith

Bernadette McAliskey: “Teople
Before Profic are a class campaign.

Brid Smith is a class candidare.
She is not secking to be another
career politician.

She is CAMPAIgNing, organising
and building for a Republic where
people matter more than greed,
profits and property.

The very smallest thing you
can do to cffect change is to vote
for Brid Smith. It would be even

better it you could get involved
in hujldlng the alternative to
aLSTerity.

Richard Barrett TD:
“We need to build a national
alternative to the establishment
parties. Clur organisation, ["-.'c-ph-
Before Profit, is growing and
Brid Smith has played a central
role in this. If you agree with the

2005 -8: worked closely with
the local peo le in Mayo in the
magnificent SECU to Sea campaign.

2009: elected to represent
Ballytermot/Drimnagh on Dublin
City Council. She is vocal on
many local and national 1ssues,
works closely with the Traveller
Community and anibtcmh op-
proses : 1ust-.r|:1. and cutbacks

2011-13: pi .]._‘_.-:.d J-.adm: role in
Campaigns against the Houschold
Charge and the Property Tax,
addressing meetings all over the
country and chairing some of
the C: ampaigns l.1rg|.'a'r rallies and
demonstrations.

Brid isa p-mud member of Unite
the Union and an activist in the

Dublin Branch.

BRID SMITH'S PLEDGE

This outstanding record shows
that Brid Smith not only ralks
the ralk, but walks the walk. Her
policies, principles and experience
maake her the ideal candidate to
defend the interests of -erinu:r}'
pu:i:-p]-: against the Eurocrats and

the Troika.

i | p.l’u'!ﬂr io take only r.l.r.lr average worker s wage and donate .‘.El.-.

rest of the buge ; MEP salary to .ﬂ.rupﬂ:qm.laﬂ_,m.r workers rights.”

policies I have been advocating in
the Diil, then vote People Before
Profit. If you are fed up with the
betrayals of the Labour Party
and want a new voice for work-
ing p:.-::-p]-. then vote Brid Smith
Mol

Jimmy Kelly, Irish Regional
Secretary Unite the Union: “ am

proud to support Brid Smith in
her campaign to represent Dublin
in the European Parliament. Brid
has a track record of social and
political activism second to none,
This year, let's make our vote
count by voting for someone who
will m.LLL the voices of working

peoplc heard.”
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In the Spotlight

1he People Before Profit Alliance will be standing 43 candidates in the up-coming local elections.
1his makes PBPA one of the largest left-wing organisations in the country.
The PBPA also has the highest percentage of female candidates with 17 or 40%.

Here we interview a number of our activists hoping to make the breakthrough in May.

Joe Murphy

Question - Joe you have made the
decision to go with PBPA afier in
depth discussions with the team
around you. These people are
abrionsly very important o 20
Pff&apsimﬂgnu!d‘ﬂ:mﬂ by te‘}fli?u
us why you chose to run under the

PBPA banner?

It was only in the last few years thae [
became politically aware, through things
like the Houschold Tax and the local
Anti-Property Tax campaign.

The more active [ became, the more
I realised that people have to stand up
for what they believe in society.

Owertime, more and more p::upl::
asked me to run in the elections, but
they wanted me to stand as an independ-
ent. People are rightly sick of political
partics and lots of them thought thar
we should go it alone as a principled
voice for ordinary people.

Others in the campaign, myself in-
cluded, worried that an independent is
just that — someone with no real net-
work of support behind them and not
really answerable to anyone- not even
the people who elected them.

PBPA convinced me that there is a
middle ground.

On the one hand there are strong
principles that everyone can fighe for,
but this is matched with a lot of local
democracy.

PBPA promised me that the local
campatgn would be making the dedisions
and they have proven true to their word.

Today a lot of people have actually

come up to me saying how happy they
are that we decided to go with PRPA.

'They understand it is a grassroots
bottom up organisation and so long
as they feel like they have the power,
there is a nice balance of local input
and national suppaort.

PBPA ticked all the boxes [ needed
to be ticked - no party whip; getting
your community involved and helping
peaple to help themsclves.

Cuestion — You mentioned the
Campaign Against Household and
Water Taxes (CAHWT) as your
political starting point. Donegal
bad one of the best campaigns in the
entire country: do you think this will
be a mjﬂrﬁrrmr in the up-coming
elections?

Absolutely. Although the CAHWT was
defeated. it makes sense for those who
fought against the tax to challenge those
political parties who want to uphold it
People have become strongly politicised
and they are beginning to know whose
side a lot of these politicians are on.
After all, why should the Donegal
campaign, which has done so much o
resist houschold charges and austeriey
starsd aside and give a free mun to the likes
of Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and Labour
Ower the last three years [ think we
have shown that the people in Donegal
arc not 'yes men' and if elected on 23
May I will have the interests of these
people at heart.
PBPA will continue to uphold the
principles that stated the campaign. We

will not vore for a budger that will bring
cuts to Donegal even if that means giv-
Ing up our seats.

"The people here have suffered massive
cuts over the years and it has to stop.

Although councillors have no deci-
sion-making powers, in the executive
sense, we will not stand over another

austerity budget in Donegal Councy
Council.

Question — What vision for your
lacal community do you and

how does this fit into the national
agenda of PEPA?

Well in lots of ways the local is the

national at a smaller scale.

Take the issue of childcare.

Children with disabilities and/or
special educational requirements across
Ireland face a huge challenge in avail-
ing of a preschool education which is
tailored to suit their individual needs.

o of Donegal specialist preschools
for children wich disabilities have been
closed and the last remaining special-
ist preschool in Letterkenny faces an
uncertain future beyond 2015.

Mainstream preschools do not have
the resources or specialist capacity at
present to provide an equal learning ex-
perience for children with special necds.

We need to retain at least one special-
ist preschool for children with complex
disabilitics in Donegal, but this is also
true throughout the counery.

Mo one arca has been singled out for
special attention.

‘Throughout the country people are
suffering and so whatever atfects people
at a local level is bound to be affecting
others right across the country.

PBPA wants to joins all of the dots
and we in the Donegal campaign are
happy to play our part in thar. As the
saying goes, peoples needs before bank-
ers greed.

B Joe Murphy is standing in the
Inishowen area of Donegal. He can
be reached at 086 8480254 or at se-
osamhmuirchu ail.com. You can
also follow him @ Joseph | Murphy
and/or People Before Profit Donegal

on Faceboolk.

Tina MacVeigh

Question — Tina you ave a
longstanding member of the
People Before Profit Alliance, but
what initially drew you into the

nrjgﬂnimﬁﬂu:‘

Answer - | have been an active member
of the PBPA since 2007. I work in com-
munity education and over the years,
despite many hours spent volunteening
in homeless charities, I came to realise
that paverty is a consequence of the type
of social, political and economic system
we have created and not automartically
the fault of the individual.

If we really want to create a sociery
where people are treated with dignicy
and respect, where our human and
social needs are valued and where all
of us are treated as equal in integrated
communities, then we need to funda-
mentally change the social, economic
and political culrure chat we have come
to accept without question.

This was why, when I first came
across People Before Profit at an anti-
war demonstration | rhnuE;ht £ m}rsr.lf,
what a great name!

Peoples needs have o come first and
not those of the so-called free market.

If we put humans and their humanity
at the centre of the cirde, then everything
follows from this.

People Before Profit were the ones
on the ground building campaigns with
people in communities and creating a
radical and principled grassroots move-
ment of resistance.

So 1 joined the organisation and 1
have never looked back.

Since joining I have been involved in
many campaigns for public transport,
special educarion supports, home help
services, save our forests, anti-racism and
integration to name but a few.

Most recently 1 have been heavily
invelved in the Campaign Against
Home and “Water Taxes and am now
involved in a campaign that is against
the privatisation of water,

PBPA is calling for an alternative
model of public ownership that focuses
on conservation and the provision of a
safe, sustainable and effective water dis-
tribution system that is publicly owned.
Question — Your experiences in
many campaigns are obvionsly
standing to you, but what you
waoild say are the key themes/
concerns/worries of people that you
are meeting on the campaign trail?

Answer - It is a privilege to have the
opportunity to talk to so many people
while out canvassing. And it is amaz-
ing the amount of time people take o
talk to us.

Having said thar, it is also difficult
ter hear the hard storics of austerity and
disillusion - people with disabilitics fac-
ing repossession; working mothers who
cant afford to feed their children; long-
term unemployed men who describe
themselves as broken; pensioners who
have to scll off the homes they have

lived in all their lives as things like the

property tax have pushed them into
poverty.

I would say people are at once angry,
very angrys betrayed by Labour and disil-
lusioned with politics.

But you do get the sense that we are

giving people a bit of hope when we talk
te them about what People Before profit
stands for. People expect cormuption, aus-
terity; cromyism from politicians now and
we have to re-sct people’s expectations
by bringing integrity, accountahility,

inclusion, democracy and resistance
into local and national pelitics.

Question — Eackh of these issues ave
integral to the PBPA so perhaps
we can finish by asking you about
the vision you have for your local
community after the elections in
May?

Answer — Above all else, | am commit-
ted to a local democracy thae benehts
communitics, not clites,

My vision for the area I live, work
and am politically active in, is one where
those who want to be involved in their
local democracies. can be.

This means that the structures and
resources of the Council will have to be
used in the best interest of communities.

To get this we will have to make a
seart at facilitating participation in the
work of the council and make the work
of council real by connecting it to the
issucs in people’s lives.

If policies are negatively affecting
people, then we will have to continue
to campaign with those affected out on
the streets, People Before Proht believe
that it is by people working together
to address the issues that affect their
lives and their communities thar we
will bring about real change.

This is what I also believe in.

B Tina is standing in the Crumlin/
Kimmage Ward. Sie can be reached
@ Tina tinymv@gmail.com and on
Facebook @ Tina MacVeigh.
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A Life in Activism -

Deirdre Wadding

Question — Deirdre you ave one of
I7 women running for PBPA in the
upcoming elections. Would it be faiv
to say that you clhoose to stand on
the basis of your experience in the
CAHWT?

Actually I've been very political all of my
life. I've never been one of those p-::upf-:
who say Tm not political’; as I believe the
business of life itself is p-n]jtir_.ﬂ

The very act of questioning the status
quo, an.mngm be different, of s.ptaL.mg
out for what we believe in and against
what we pereeive as wrong or unjust, is
a pcaliri:..aE.u.t

In my tcaching carcer [ was a very ac-
tive union member and was involved in
issucs related to Travellers rights, being
involved for a while in the Education
committes at Pavee Point and serving as
Chairperson of the Association uFT:::t-::E:rs
of Travelling People.

In addition, | was a member of the
Inner City Teachers Giroup which was
very active in campaigning for better
provisions for disadvantaged schools in
the Inner City area of Duﬁin.

I also took part in many protests and
actions over that time (including the in-
famous Pall Tax march) both here and in
London where [ served as WNUT rep. for
the school [ worked in.

I settled into family life in'93 and made
the dedision to be a stay at home mother,
which in no way -:.::nni']}ie..tmi for me with
my feminist pnnup]-_‘s

Dhuring that period I got involved in the
campaign to establish a women's refuge in
Wextord, doing the Women's Aid training
course and organising Arts fundraisers for
the refuge campaign.

1 got involved with the campaign to

support and free Teresa Treacy, a pensioner
from Westmeath who was jailed for refus-
ing to allow the ESB to cut down 12000
trees on her land in order to facilitace a
prlon link up.

After Teresa’s successful release from
Mountjoy and the subsequent closing of
the support camp, the household charges
resistance was kick]ng off.

[ went to a meeting in Wexford of about
600 people and when [ heard Brid Smith
talking I was mighty impressed.

I went forward that nig]'lt and gave my
name to get more invahved as [ did in no
uncertain terms.

Question - This is an extremel)
impressive list of activity so wiry did
you eventually choose to join up wich

the PEPA?

Throughout all of my activism
‘life’, I never wished or felt the
need to join a political party.

|‘.1rtil:u|;3:r|}' du ring, the pe-
riod of activity with CAHWT,
I was 1'|:r}'cumn1it:n:'d to h-:.'ing
non-party, as my policy was
always to listen to everyone
and if 2 motion made sense
voted for it.

As time went on, although
I have respect for all the col-
leagues uf].Jl” parties and none
who put time and so much
energy into CAHYT, I found
that in terms of p::-]l:l.r and
action [ felt a great .1H1|1L::,
with those u.ligncd with PRI

The clincher I suppose was
the decision for CAHWT to
move in an electoral direction,
as that decision plus Revenue's

involvement in collection of the local
property tax weakened CAHWT greatly.

When | was approached to run for PBE
I was initially rductant and unsure whether
it would compromise my independence.

However here [ am and I'm gfad despite
all the pressure that I took the chance,

because [ really believe in the integricty of

PBP and its commitment to stand with
the people in our fight to obtain justice
and equality.

Cuestion- Whar experiences ﬂwmr_w-u
bad on the door steps?

If I had doubts about going forward for
clection {1 had?), I now feel stronger than
ever about bringing a voice for the people
into the chamber.

The stories of misery and struggle on

'_'-I - .' "_d'p
A bit s
rmnd'f’f
and said ¢

the doorsteps cannot be overstated.

[ have heard struggling lone parents, so
far all mothers, c]dr:ﬂ» people on the point
of tears telling me how much their phone
bills have increased, the loss of medical
cards by those who really need them indud-
ing ny own father and a woman in Wexford
town who is undergoing cancer treatment.
Ower and over people say how worried
they are about the water charges coming
in, they just have no more to give.

The old p:np]t in purticuhr break my
heart.

One cldery frail birdlike wisp of a
woman said to me ‘1 have nothing left
out of my pension! I pay everything and
there's n-:::ﬁmg left’

She doesn't Lnu'r-r how she'll pay for
water and she can't let the landline go
because like many older folk, she needs
a landline for her alarm and EMErgency
pendant.

We have also found many members of
the immigrant ::-;J:mmunit}' do not realise
they have a vote in the local elections and
we have been bringing supplementary reg-
istration forms with us when canvassing.

Question - Finally Deirdre bow de

you see PBPA developing in your area
aver the coming months and years?

If elected, T want the people of
Wexford to know that there is
someone who will stand with
them and put their interests first.

To do this 1 pJ-:'q:lE-: %] .11.nw:l1f
seck in cvery way possible to
address the issues [ have been
hearing about over the last cou-
ple of months.

Some of this can be done in
the chamber.

However much of it will
require activity on the streets
and communities.

For example, I would like to
get a protest of the fishing com-
munity -;:-rgunim:d on a national
lewel with Kilmore Chuay Jr:.1din5
the way, su%pmtcd by PBR

These tishing communities
have been decimated by suc-
cessive government policies as

K .
AV P
EACS IR

e
li
Fa

tive wm‘mg GH et Centent arennd I'.fm Mm-'r casing rﬁu' mnrﬂmﬁ No meter

ed to allow it! The workers were grand lads and stood back winle I wrate it
thougli I was dead right!! :-) Deirdre

small scale local fisheries have no chance
of competing with the big players on
factory ships

I would also like to push to have
mm:thing done about a medical waste
dump that should never have been given
planning permission.

The current Green Party councillor
lives in the Estate affected and has been
working hard on the issue.

1 have pl:.u:lg-:.d not to play party politics
on any such issuc affecting health and
wellbeing and would happily support
any action to solve the issue.

I will encourage and stand with all
those fighting to have medical cards
reinstated.

I would also like to think that I could
pull some of the other councillors a lie-
tle further to the left if [ am part of the
council and therefore hupt'ﬁ.l”'l. put for-
ward more people centred motions such
as calling for a differential rates system,
a halt and reversal of any priv atisation
of council services and to put pressure
through council and active protests
on local businesses not to operate the
JobBridge scheme.

On Mayday we have a People
Assembly and celchration at the L;Ji:f.nur
Memorial gates in the heart of Wexford
town and that is where I will invite the
people of Wexford to have their say and
to tell me what it is they want to see
happn:n in our town and district.

].u::ki]}r. so far we have been getting a
very positive response on the doorsteps.

One of the most often n::pt'utmi lines
is ‘as long as you're not Labour! "When
we cxplain our policies and what it is
we stand for, a huge mamrm of those
canvassed say they will give us a vote.

Hopefully they will, but it is also im-
portant for peo p]: to know that PBP is
dedicated to making people’s lives berter
with them in the lead.

Council seats are important, but so
too is the direct participatory forms of
democracy that [ have -:.nqagr_d in all
of mv life.

B Dcirdre is standing in Wexford to get
a seat in the Wexford Co. Council. She
can be reached on Facebook @@ waw.
facchook.com/deirdrewaddingpbpawx.
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On the campaign trail

Brian Finucane in Listowel Co Kerry.

Question - Ok Brian, perhaps you
conld start by telling :::' urb#}:" rat
attracted you to the PBP Alliance?

WELL for me it's actually quite simple.
PBPA stands as a real alternarive for
those of us who want change - a chance
For real people power.

I was sick of being promised demo-
cratic change by political gangsters, who
only want an easy number.

Because of these cxpericnces, when
I was frst introduced to PBPA I was
sc-:ptir.:.ﬂ, :hinking here we g0 again,
false promises and more of the same.

But as I began to see the people
involved and the same questions and
worrics coming to the forefrone of their
political meetings (questions that have
crossed my mind many times), [ btgan
to realise that these people think the
SAMIE a5 e,

“lhe only way to make a berter world
is to fight for it

“The only way to win this world is to
build a movement from the grassroots
upwards.

“The bigger partics have money and
influence.

We have to hght with the screngrhs
that we have and that is the power of

ordinary people.

All of this became very practical very
quickly. PBPA is also a very inclusive

organisation — they never leave anybody
out.

Since | joined during the campaign
against houschold and warer taxes |
have never looked back. 1 have found
my calling in political life and it's the
People Before Profic Alliance. 1 never
leave home withour it now!

ch.r.l:mu- Of all the campaigns,

r's seems to bave been the most
sticcessful at genevating local media
aifention. ng bave managed
to make such a j_‘Pﬁﬂ'E’“

My constituency is absolutely massive
so | had to think strategically. Luckily,
I have quite a good relationship with
the media in Kerry.

This actually began with some simple
advice 1 got from a friend. First, [ con-
tacted the local media and introduced
myself to the news reporter for my area.

Then I invited him out for a coffee
{try to get a day when they are not so
busy in order to get their full attention).
Oin the day, I brought information of
mysclf with a photo (the vanity of it all').

However, this is now used regularly
for the numerous picces | have managed
to get into the papers.

Owver the last few weeks [ have had
the front page of the Kerryman (over
Hooding in my area), a spread in the

Stersedery Wordd and an article in the Keryd

I think once the ball
gets rolling it gees easier to get their at-
tention, but if I was to give any advice
[ would say to strike up a conversation
with a reporter if possible and see if
there is something you both may have
in commeon, remember reporters often
have egos and that can work to your
advantage.

I was lucky that I hit it off with two
reporters bue [ alse make sure to read
the papers and keep my nosc to the
ground in order to chase up things they
might find interesting.

The issue of local post offices is obvi-
ously important in rural areas and by
highlighting the lack of support being
given by elected representarives [ think
I struck a real cord in the community.

I also try to write the pieces as well
as possible. Remember there have been
cut backs in the papers too so they are
often looking for a story.

Oine last thing is important. 1 only
have one rule which is to never speak
about anything that I don’t want printed.
"This might seem obvious but once you've
said something there is no going back
on it. Afrer all the media is the media
and there job is to tell stories!

Seamus O’ Boyle in Sligo

Question- Although you have been
centrally mw.:'wj in anti-austerity
polivics for a I:‘? time, it wias
relatively recently that you d.mh’m'
to stand for the J;HPA — perh

could start with your reasons
doing sof

AS you say, | have been active in my
local community for over 30 years.

In that time I have been involved
in various campaigns from issues like,
Free Micky Kelly, supporting the Hunger
Strikers, hghting for our Cancer Services,
supporting treatment of Victims of Stare
Childrens Home - right the way through
to supporting left wing movements
ﬁghtjng For freedom in El Salvador,
Micaragua, Chile ctc.

Orver the last 5-6 years most of my
campaigning has been againse the on-
OINg austeriy.

I thought things were bad before,
but the state of this country since 2008
takes some beating,

What annoys me maost is that the

people who caused the crash have shifted
the debt onto the rest of us.

"The people who get rich off this system
caused the crash and then made sure
that we all paid for ic.

I live in a working class communicy
and the effeces on the unemployed, the
marginalised and the disadvantaged have
been sickening.

Basically, I have seen my community
lett in shreds by the Austerity Policies of
Fianna Fail the Greens, Fianna Gael, and
shamefully the Labour Parry. 1 decided
that someone had to do something and
that if people wanted me to, [ could be
the figurchead in the local elections.

Initially the United Left was a banner
thar all groups came under to fight the
Property Tax. Since then, | have attended
meetings by Richard Boyd Barreee and
was |n1prr.:5-:|:| with the way the meet-
ings were run and with what he and
others had to say. I have been around
the PBPA ever since.

What attraces me most to People

Before Profic is the way thar it is bot-
tom up organisation instead of being
top down.

Unlike most parties in Ireland, we
have met as a group for 15 wecks and
there is great energy and good minds
that all have the one thing in commeon,
which is to rid ourselves of the corrup-
tion and crooked system and replace it
with a people’s Government.

Question - You mention the
energy within your :mpmgﬂ
group, what are the main issues!
CORCETTS ﬁ:r Pfﬂpﬁ! as you go about
fﬂﬂipﬂgﬂ!ﬂg
I think the main message cuming from
the people we engage with, is that the
local elections is an opportunity to pun-
ish Fianna Gael and especially

‘The Labour Party. People’s ability to
mest du}r-tc-—r.:la:,' bills and expenses has
been decimared.

['m sure it's the same v:'l.rn:r}ﬂ.-.rhtr:. but
for the pmp]t in Sligu, stealth taxes
alongside increases in bin charges, water

you see the PBPA growi

charges, and property taxes have been
hard o rake.

Lots of people also mention things
like cuts to their schools, their health
services, their social welfare payments etc.

Finally cuts to schemes run by the
Community Welfare Ofhcers thar used
to give help with emergencies like E.5.B
Bills, Furniture, Bed Clothes needs, are
really hurting people. Many families
tell us they simply have no money left
at the end of the month.

Question- Clearly there is a lor
to do, s0 fin eamus bow do
g el
der:&:iﬂg in Sligo over the coming
mo and years?
In essence, [ see a vision of a commu-
nity where people take more control of
decisions that are made on their behalf.
More than that, 1 believe thar all
decisions should be transparent and
above board.
Ij'i:nph: before Profit are based on these

principles as [ have already mentioned.

which is one of the reasons [ acrually
joined them.

I feel thar unless you have proper
grass roots involvement, eventually the
people you represent will lose the truse
that is nceded in a healthy democracy.

Instead of what has happened now
and in the past, where elected politi-
cians only mect with the elite groups
in Ireland, the rich and the powerful,
we want real genuine participatory
democracy.

This will hopefully get rid of one
of the most corrupt systems in all of
Europe.

The People Before Profits way of tak-
ing power with the people, is the only
way to make sure that it docen’t end up
in the hands of a small elite.

People before Proft don't have all the
answers, but we are starting to build a
proper working class movement and
winning a seat in the local elections
would be a start to a whele new way
of doing politics in our great country.




Secialist Werker ?

No Recove

By Michac Wallece

THE latest ﬁgurrs from the Central
Statistics Office have shown that more
than 750,000 people are living in poverty
in Ireland, a grim and terrifying statistic
when you unﬁmrmd that it also indudes
220,000 children and 68,000 pensioners.

This is a truly disgraceful monument
to the Labour Party in Government.
Successive b CUits, under Franna
Fail and continued under Fine Gael and
Labour, have devastared the lives of tens
of thousands.

This also reveals that the number of
people living in consistent poverty has
doubled since the crash began in 2004,
The numbers experiencing two or more
forms of enforced deprivation has almost

trebled to 28% of the populition between
2008-12.

Inequalit

Unsurprisingly, the same findings have also
shown an ever-widening gulf between the
richest 20% and poorest 20% with the
cost of the economic crisis heaped onto
the backs of workers and the unemployed
|:r}-' endless cuts and tax hikes.

Consistent poverty was highest among
the most vulnerable groups frequently
t..irg:t:d by the government and Denis
(O’Brien’s news media: the un:mp|u1.rcc|
(1.2 per cent); people unable to work
due to illness or disability {17.6 per cent)
and one-parent families.

In particular, lone parent houscholds
with children under 18 experienced the
highest consistent poverty rate in 2012,
at 17%, while Joan Burton was attackin
the One Parent Family Allowance :mg
increasing the pain still further,

Responding to these damning C50
findings, the Minister for “Sodal Protection
hailed the “critical importance of the social
welfare safety net in protecting people
against poverty.

However, there was stony silence from
her Diepartment on the same report show-
ing half of people living in below average
private rented accommodation at risk of
poverty. This is a hgure almost certain
to have womsened since Burton cut and

Water charges - Elites on the gravy train

B Kicran Allen

FROM October 20 14, you will have to pay
tor your water. The bills will arrive a few
months later in January and there will be
a flat charge of €100 and an extra charge
depending on usage. It will come to about
€300 a year. But a]EBc-[:thu is mercly a prelude
to a sneaky form of privatisation.

Water privatisation wis am:mptr.d 1N meany
countries in the 1990s but it has fallen into
disrepute. The result is that more sophisticated
methods of “hollowing out” the public sector
hawve :ml:rg:d [rish Water, as 2 Public Utlllh.r
model is one of them. Here is how it works:

« All the assets of Indand’s bocal authorities
have been transferred to Irish Water, which
at present functions as a division of Bord
Gais. These assets are used ascollateral and
the company gocs to the ‘capital markets’ of
the world. ‘Capital markets’ are code words
for large corporations and rich people who
provide mnnr.r bor a cut of the profits.

These wealthy investors get a share of
the commercial profits of Irish water — but
they can also avoid public hatred against
privatisation by sheleering under a public

utility model.

When profit becomes the key driver, Lrish
Water wjﬂ try to squecze as much from
E:uq:li: as they can. They have already ac-

nowledged that water charges will increase
if people start using less water.

Warer and wastewater treatment is already
heavily privatised through the use of Public
Private Partnerships. These schemes mean
that private companies get to run services
risk free for 20 years — and there is no public
access to the exact commercial deals they
got from the state.

Currently, there are 66 FPPs in opera-
tion in the Irish water service. Irish Water's

for the Poor
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for thousands of families.

Further mise
On top of all this, the Fine Gacl/Labour
government has announced plans to impose
further misery in the autumn.

Enda Kenny and his Labour Party al-
lies play games in public and pretend to
‘disagree’ with each other ahead of the

sitescrv

niasirucine & Uniities

FUPPHET SVHEL RN

declared purpose is to increase this private
sector involvement. It will do this thn:-u.gh
‘Service Level Agreements’ and direct oue-
SOURCING. Bill payment to Irish Water has
already been outsourced to the non-union

firm, Abtran.

Denis ' Brien wins in
Siemens offered to meter the wholbe counery
for Irish Water ar a cost that would be re-
couped in the long term. Bue Phil Hogan,
the former fund raiser for the Fine Gael
party, said Mo. Instead one of the major
contracts to it meters went to a company
owned |:-".- [Denis OBrien.

This is the same man whom angh Court
]udgv:;da:m:d *beyond all doubt’” had been
given substantive information’ by another
former Fine Gael fundraiser, Michael Lowry,
that was “of significant value and assistance
tor him in securing the (Esat) license’

Just before it was announced that Bord
Gais would be running Irish meters, one of O
Brien's investment 'l.'E'EiL']EE bought Siteserve
for €45 million — even though another com-
pany had made a higher bid. As a sweetener,
the former Plngln Irish Bank wrote off €100
million of the debt the company cwned it.

Then, bo and behold, Siteserve — aka Sierm

— Wi & Coniract (o i.ﬂ!i-[ﬂ.“. meters.

_,u

local and European elections.

In reality, they arc joined at the hip
and fully committed to pressing ahead
with another €2 billion in savage bud
cuts and taxes. Meanwhile they will
introduce water charges to line the nck:m
of the super-rich by turning a basic human
right into a rofitable commosdity for their
sup:r-rjc]'u riends [see below)

Labour will put up a pretence of opposi-

tion betore they roll over and play dead.

On the Gravy Train

Irish Water has created a massive Eravy train.
Even before the bills arrive, the company
has become a super-Quange. Those whe
pay water charges must subsidise consult-
ants, profiteers and over paid exccutives.
Here are some of the winners.

John Tierney: This former Dublin Giry
manager spent €90 million nfpuhilc money
in building a waste incinerator at Punlb:g
which may never see the light of day. €30
million of that money wene to RPS for car-
rying out propaganda and gaining support
:hn:mg]ﬁ ‘stakeholder consultation’. Diespite
this waste, Ticrney landed a €200,000 a
year i-:r|:| at Irish water.

Gerry Grant; The former boss of RIS,
who h ?Wnr'-:tl:l. closcly with Tierney, has
become one of the top managers of Irish
Water.

Twenty Nine Executives: All earn over
€100,000 in Irish water .

Yoga instructor: Unnamed bue gor €200
for conducting an hour ang]uugﬁtijng and
wellness class for Irish Water Staff

IBM: This grigantic US anti-union firm
got €44 million in consulta Ncy contracts.

Accenture: Got €17 million for such
itemns as ‘guiding principles’ and ‘programme
mnna.g:r?‘::n:. S.Eﬂfh al:j;ar:nﬂflnﬁud: li-
aising with the government.

Ermnst and Young. This company signed
off on Anglo-Irish’ dodgy accounts - yet
they got €4.6 million from Irish Water.

How to defeat these cha

Make the local and Euro elections on May
23rd pay-back day. If Labour is destroyed in
as many arcas as possible, it will de-stabilise
this rotten government. Every vote for the
People Betore Profit Alliance is a vote for
active resistance to these charges. People

With disposable income having now
collapsed by over €3,000 per houschaold,
the ]:f:':th'tﬁg people nfcdpis to be forced
to pay €250 a year for a resource we need
in order to exist, with further price hikes,
and the outright privatisation of water
down the line, a certainty.

Why should we suffer any more for the
crimes of the rich while they walk away
scot free from the cuts, courthouses and
the carnage they're responsible for?

We need to smash the parties who
support these water charges and austerity
budgets in the elections and then build a
campaign of resistance to take the mas-
sive anger out there onto the streets in
the major demonstration when this gov-
ernment creeps back to Dail Eireann on
Seprember 20th.

- See more at: http:-r.fuwm']:l iefcontent!
new-poverty-figures-cxpose-labour-
mmﬁlﬁ:?ﬂuﬁjﬂsthash Jvslo2yvk. dpuf

Before Profit is an anti-water charges party
that will use all elected positions won to
foment resistance and civil disobedience
to these charges

T-'n:pa.rtﬁ:rr Mmass protests and civil disobe-
dicnce. Mass protest and civil disobedience
stopped an Irish government building a
nuclear power station at Camsore Point.

More recently, mass protests stopped the
sell-off of Coillee.

The p j:lh: of Bolivia have shown how
protest and escalating civil disobedience
could topple a government that wanted to
privatise their water supply.

The frst major protest will be on 20
September.
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Beyond Orange and Green - Time for Change

Vote No. One
GERRY

People Before Profit

The Power to Change West Belfast is in...

GERRY Carroll is standing as People Before
Profit candidare for the Black Mountain ward,
West Belfast, in the upcuminq council election
in May. His ca'ﬂnd.b..x offers voters a welcome
aleernative ro the pn.'r] tics of privatisstion and
austerity which have defined the current period.

Lu*r'r s campaign has gained momentum
in recent weeks in a consttuency where [‘u.up]u.
Before Proht have earned a reputation as
enthusiastic opponents to privatisation and
cutbacks. Recently the area has witnessed
the devastating impact of austerity with the
Roval Victoria Hns[:ut al’s A and E ward being
declared ar crisis point.

Council plans to privatise leisure centres,
and an ongoing dispute over the redevelop-

(it

———

- 1{GARROLLY |

Vote PBP
Gerry Carroll
May 22nd

ment of Casement Park, have also made the
headlines locally. Both issues have resulted
in large protests outside both the SDLP and
Sinn Fein's offices in Andersonstown. Gerry
Carroll and People Before Profit have played
a key role in these campaigns.

People are fed up with their local paliri-
cians Lnd that's been reflected by the recent
protests » said Gerry. “They expect people to
come out and vote for them no matter what
but there is growing disillusionment. People
can see for themselves the effect the cuts are
having on the community.

“We have a situation where five deaths in
the Royal are being investigated because pa-
tients have been forced to wakt up to 29 hours
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to see a doctor. It's not good enough. We're
talking about cuts to services which literally
mean life or death. They say the money is
not there to reopen the City Aand E but we
know that it is.

*If they have £60 million to give two Titanic
Belfast, thc':! have money to fund the health
service. Were | nnpmg to shake things up in
the council election this year. If the anger we
are finding on the doors is reflected in the
vote in May then we are in with a chance.”

ﬂuppn:-rt for Gerry Carroll’s L.inp.ngu has
grown in recent weeks after a number of local
protests such Hands OfF Our Lezsure Centres,
It won a crucial success when a group of 100
protesters marched from Andersonstown
Leisure Centre to the SDLIs office to protest
plans to privatise the city’s leisure facilicies. A
few days later Belfast City Council deferred
the vote on J:nrj'-'ariuti-::n no small testament
to the effect of the sound of marching feet.

Another local issue, and one which high-
lights Sinn Fein hypocrisy more than any, has
been the question of the rm:lu.u|-::-pn1r:nt of
Casement Park. Residents who submitted over
100 signed ketters against the redevelopment
have been ignored by Sinn Fein, who have
been dishonest and underhand, remaining
committed to pursuing the GAA’s agenda
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behind closed doors, while staying infuriat-
ingly silent about it |:|u|.1]~|.J'. Rujr.nt:. have
had no other option but to protest and have
now raised enough moncy to challenge the
decision legally through a judicial review.

It is particulacly rich for -::nr.Lp.vaLLL Sinn
Fein, which pl’ldl!'- itself on defending residents
rights during loyalist marching season, to
readily trample those same rights when it
suits their COTporate agr.'nd.l- The Casement
issuc has shown that despite their rhetoric
at the heart of Sinn Fein lic the interest of
big business.

The plan they have endorsed would see
80ft stands towering over local houses, in
many instances blocking out all the natural
sunli ght. To add insult to injury residents
from the areas most affected, Mooreland
Park and Stockman's, were outraged at hav-
|nq received a Sinn Fein keaflet through their

doors highlighting the arbitrary issue of dogs
’ruuhnb the streets, The -lls.r-.51r-:l Sinn Fein
have shown for the consultation process has
been nothing shon of disgraceful and People
Before Profit have been organising within the
community to protest this hypocrisy.

“Owr local politicians have become far
too comfortable and are taking people for
gr.mtud. The anger an the doors around the
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Casement issuc has been palpable. There
is already a pm".:-ln:m with congestion in
Andersonstown that is not even taken into
consideration. But the thing that is hardest
for residents to stomach is the sheer height of
the stands. The plans for construction should
be halted immedistely and a real consulta-
tion with residents must take place. We hope
residents will express their anger at the polls
by voting People Before Proht

May’s council clection takes p|.:|.t against
a lu-;.Ldr-:np of cuts to public SETVICES and pri-
vatisation. In a period when jobs are scaree,
wages are low, and the costs ufgr-:h..::u:.. rent
and fuel continue to rise, our politicians re-
main committed to austersty and an agenda
of privatisation. They tell us we have o put
up w ith cuts and there is no other option Eu:
in the council election in Black Mountain
ward there is.

We can elect a ngh:mb rand J:lnf:.lpkrl cam-
paigner to send an unequivocal message to
politicians, Gerry Carroll is standing against
austerity and against privatisation. He is for
taxing the rich and investing money in public
SETVICES.,

A vote for Gerry Carroll on May 22 is
a vote for a different way - one which puts
l:u.'npl-;.' before proht. Use your vote '.'r'i5-:|}'.
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