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Smash the apartheid regime. ..

Boycott Lsrae

Expel the Israeli Ambassador

Operation Protective Edge has now claimed more
than 1700 Palestinian lives in the Gaza Strip.

Since the Isragli Defence Forces (IDF) launched
their assault on 8 _[1||:.'. more than 9,000 pu.'u]'.l|-.-
have also been injured.

Diespite hu.i:nq an OCcUpying force with the re-
sponsibility to protect civilians, more than 70%
of those killed and injured have been defined by
the United Nations as non-combatants.

Children make up around 30% of the casual-
ties with at least 210 under 12 l‘u;.ln&, killed by
the onslaught of artillery shells, air strikes and
small arms fire.

State Terror
This is State Terror no matter how the Israeli war
machine tries to spin it.

The Gaza 5Strip is one o f the maost d-:n.*iu]}' popu-
lated areas in the world.

Around 1.8 million people are crammed into
an area 25 miles Jt‘.-m, by 7.5 miles wide.

The only borders with E gvpt and Isracl arc rig-
idly enforced, m: iking Gaza little more than an
Open air prison.

In such a small space there is nowhere to hide.

Almose 250,000 Palestinians have sought shelter
in 86 United Nations Relief and Agency Works,
including schools and hospitals.

In response, the Isracli terror machine has repeat-
edly bombed and atracked these facilities, L‘.iﬁ)]ging
hundreds in the process.

According to t]}:uI UN every citizen in Gaza now

has restricted access to clean water.

Electricity supplies have also been severely cur-
tailed, with the IDF specifically targeting the only
power station in the Strip.

n top of this, 137 schools, 24 medical facili-
ties and over 5000 homes have been d.anmg_-.'d or

destroyed.

The psychological damage has also been im-
mense with the U ""-] c.1|r_ul.1tmg that almost 400,000
children urgently require “psychosocial’ support.

This will undermine life in Gaza for years to
come, with the Isracli War Machine intent on

B Create a petition asking for all Irish companies
to boycott Isracli products.

B Spend an hour outside a shop/supermarket
gttﬂnﬁ names and puhfitising the fact that rhc}'
are selling Isracli goods

B Go into the !hup. mﬂ:ctingatm"t}r of Isracli
goods

B Bring it to the counter explaining to the man-
ager that it is unacceptable that they are helping
to fund a terror state

Whatelse can 1 do?

B Join the protest movement (for more informa-
tion visit Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign
at htep:/fwww.ipsc.ic).

B Pass a motion at your union branch callin
for a boycott of Isracli goods and a natiunﬁ
demonstration.

How do I organise direct action?

destroying the social-civilian infrastructure built
up since their last m: 1jor incursion in 2008-05%,

Israeli apartheid
Israel likes to paint itself as the only democracy
in the Middle East.

In reality, Isracl is a racist state run by Zionist's
who r-.ln.s._,ar-.. Palestinians o the status of sub-humans.

Zionism is a fascist ideology that professes the
absolute racial superiority o the TL'-".I'-ll people.

The 750,000 Palestinians displaced in the crea-
tion of Isracl never had any niju [0 Tetirn.

Instead they became a pro blem to be “man: iged’
through constant fear and intermittent violence.

Orperation Protective Edge is merely the lat-
est stage of this on-going campaign to ..i-:n'.' the
]‘alﬁtlnl ins their basic n__s.,]'utk

In 1975 the UN condemned Fionism as a rac-
ist ideology.

['!-_ﬁpir-. this, Isracl remains the world's single
|ll'5.,l.'-.T recipient of US (military) aid and enjoys
special rm\.rn&_ status with the Eump-:. in Union.

Just last month, the US and the EU failed to
back a UN Commission into Isracli war crimes
in the Gaza Strip.

This s.h:mn:l:u{‘.u_"r is what we have come to ex-
pect from an Irish elite that ranks trading links
far above humanitarian considerations.

But those of us in civil socicty demand the
ﬂcpulsiun of the Isracli ambassador.

Boaz Modai represents a racist apartheid state
and must be forced out of this country for Isracli
terror and Isracli war crimes.

Boycott
We also have to hit their profits.

In order to function, Israel needs to export most
of its economic output.

Millions of Isracli goods How into Ireland each
year, making this an area that we can targee.

By insisting that Irish companics divest from
any current trading arrangements and boycott
Isracli Ea:ruds thercafter we can start to put some
economic pressure on the apa:thcid regime.

Already the town of Kinvara in i.;.a]w..n has
declared itself as Isracli q-.‘.-ndi free zone.

The Exchequer pub in Dublin has also banned
Israeli L,i:-::n.{a, with Smy th's Toys also ...{-.-_Lmna, it
will not stock Israeli gunda t-.}|lm".r|m. direct ac-
tion by the Irish Palestine Solidarity C: ampaign.

Activists have also targered "':-up-;.n* 1lu, Marks
and Spencers, Tesco and Aldi i insisting that they
terminate all contracts with Israeli COmpanies.

Union Solidarity
The other ]u:', arca must be to maintain the pc:]m-
cal pressure on the streets.

Here the trade unions must play a key role with
over 600,000 members’ narionwide.

If ICTU was to call a national demonstration
and support the boycott this would go a long way
b ndf.lrj’ng Ireland of Israeli produce.

Jack @' Connor has been seen on demonsera-
tions, but he must now use the weight of the
union movement to isolate Israel.

Pressure on the streets alongside economic
boycott can help to break the Irish government’s
tacit support for Istacli terror.

This can then be used as the launch-pad o
expel the Isracli ambassador.
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The grim ‘logic’ of Zionism

By John Molyncux

eon Trotsky once wrote that if the

young Stalin had been able to foresee

the monster that he was to become
he would have recoiled in horror.

Much the same could be said of those
who founded the state of Israel.

If we think of the Jewish people in the
194 and early 20 century u.'li::n Zionism
took shape the outstanding hgures who
come immediately to mind are the likes
of Marx, Heine, Einstein, Freud, Prowst,

Kafka. Fosa Luxemb urg, lrnt'.-.L'r' Micls
Bohr, Emma Goldmann, L.!‘.u.u..:ﬂl Mahler,
Schoenberg, Kafla, Durkheim, Benjamin
— intellecruals, artists, scientists, revolu-
tionaries, predominantly humanitarian
and progressive.

Of course these are exceptional indi-
viduals but nevertheless their charsceer
is neither accidental nor genetic.

It reflects the peculiar position of
the Jews as an oppressed people in the
history of Europe, many of whom, in
re:i1-:||m5 against their own oppression
became champions of human liberation
in a much wider sense.

The Ei.nni%.n who came to Israel as
‘pioncers’ on the carly kibbutz and who
established the Israeli state in 1948 were
not that far removed in their consciousness
and character, except for being Zionists,
from the people listed above.

Mast would h,a'p'-:' considered them-
selves ‘progressive’ or liberal’, many were
atheists and some would have considered
themselves socialist, even Marxist.

It should be remembered that the kib-
butz were ‘communes’, cgalitarian and
collectivist in their internal regimes and
practice.

50 how did it come to the horror we
now sce played out before the eyes of
the world — the bombing of schools and
hospitals, the targeting of kids on the
beach, the daily :i].mfltcr of children,
the hate-flled racism that calls for ‘death
to the Arabs' and sits on the hillside at
Siderot ro watch and celebrate the ki!ling?

Imperialism
[t was precisely the working out of the
Jngu: ot Zionism.

litical movement Zionism was
ﬂmpl} ];C' demand that the Jewish people
should be able to have their own state.

Unfortunately there were, from the
outset, two small’ problems with this
project.

Where was the state to be located and
b weas it a.n.:tuu.!l}' to be set up! By the
time Zionism established itsclf as a politi-
cal movement there was nowhere in the
world to which significant numbers of
Jewes could be attracted which was vacant,

It was clearly not going to be pos-
sible to pn:nium:f:: the Jews of New York
or London or even Eiev and Warsaw to
migrate en masse to Northern Siberia or
the Greenland icecap.

Maoreover this was a pcriu& in which,
as Lenin kept pmntmg out in his analysis
of lI!'!'.IFIt'FI.JIH-ITL-L the entire world or almost
the entire world, had been divided up be-
tween a handful uf__nn:—.at powers — Britain,
France, Russia, Germany, Japan, USA etc.

The combination c-ﬁﬁv::p: wwo problems
meant that there was, in practice, only one
way that a specifically Jewish state could
be established — that was as a settler state
in a territory occupied by an economically
and pt:-htl-.ﬁ”:r weaker people.

And given the fact rﬁ.tt the Jews were
a scattered and crpp:rus-:d minority in
Europe, initially without their own armed
Fhaces:, ehis could only be realised with the
backing of one or more of the imperialist
states that actually controlled all possible
sites for the projected Zionist state.

This meant that to achieve its aim
Zionism was forced to go cap in hand
to imperialism.

But why should any imperialist power
want to support this project? Sympathy
tor the oppressed Jewish people? Lﬂﬁun't:ﬂ
empires were not based or buile on sym-
pathy for the appressed and besides the
rulers whose backing was required were
precisely the rulers responsible for the
centurics of oppression and discrimination.

Hrﬂi'n:. ﬂhﬂuuf fﬂi‘.gﬁlﬂrﬂ'

There was o |1|].r one way that the forces
c:Fimp«::ri.ﬂi}im would facilitate the found-
ing of a Zionist state and that was if they
considered it in their interests and the
Zionist leaders understood this.

What they had to offer was to be the
loval ourpost and representative of impe-
rialism in the area in which they settled.

As Sir Ronald Storrs, the first Governor
of Jerusalem, at the time of the 1917
Balfour Declaration said, a Jewish home-
land in Palestine ‘will form for England
a lirtle loyal Jewish Ulster in a sca of po-
tentially hostile Arabism.” And thus the
fate of Zionism was sealed.

Whatever the subjective intentions of
its pioneers, whatever the ideals of the
carly kibbutzim, Isracl would develop as
an imperialist seetler state and chis ﬂ.ld
built into it a logic of racist barbarism.

Zionism

Consider the position and mindset of
the Zionist Jewish settlers in Palestine
arriving and establishing themselves in
the fiest half of the 20 century.

This land is to be their land, their ‘Jewish
homeland” where they will live in security
free of, or protected trom, the racist per-
secution that had been their lot hitherto.

That s their premise, the very prin—u:ipln:
and Eual of the Zionist movement and
their whole reason for being there.

But how can this claim be justified -
and people need justifications for others
and for themselves? The Zionists have
deployed several iu'it]ﬁ-;..z[ium —and they
all have directly racist implications.

One of the frst was to deny the exist-
ence of the Palestinians. This was often
expressed in the slogan ‘A land withour
a people for a people without a land'.

Given the manifest existence of the
Palestinian people and their evident objec-

tion to being dispossessed and colonized

this denial inevitably morphed into the
claim that even thnugh tlfr.:v may cxist
there was something in hcr:nti}' wrong
with them.

They were uncivilized, savages, much
inferior by nature to the Jews.

In other words the Zionist justification
for a Jewish state picked up on and slotted
into the central idea of European racism
developed to justify empire.

This in turn fed the notion thart it was
the Jews who had built up and developed
the country ‘out of the desert’, the condi-
tion in which it had allegedly been ekt
by its Palestinian inhabitants {who were
Ia.r.}.'s.w.lgc. uncivilized etc) and were
therefore entitled to it — a justification
which exactly paralleled ﬁut used by
White South Africans.

Finally there was the religious justifica-
tion: Israel was ‘the promised land’, given
to them by God since the days of Moses
because ti'n'..} were God's ‘chosen p-::-:-p!-:' 3

This religious claim was not, as is often
thnught. the driving fnrcing or central
tenct of Zionist idecology (which was
gencrally secular rather than theological
and focused on Jewishness as a cultural/
racial identity rather than on Judaism as
a religion} nevertheless it was scized on
and drp.c:}n::d often cynically, because
religion is always usctul for Jusnﬁ ing wars
and doubtless this myth was particulardy
uscful in parts of America.

But if the Jews were God's chosen peo-
ple and God gave Israel to the Jews then
the racist implications for the Arabs were
unavoidable: they were ‘not chosen’ and
they should ger out of the place.

Genocidal logic

The situation and role of the Israeli set-
tler state compounds and exacerbates this
racist tendency.

Let us take the Israelis at their word: all
they want is to live in peace and securnity
in their homeland.

But they cannot live in peace and se-
curity because they are surrounded by
hostile Arabs.

Why are the Arabs hostile? Because
they have been dispossessed and ethni-
cally cleansed.

This cannot be admitted so it must
be because Arabs, or is it Muslim, are
innatcly anti-Semitic.

But if Arabs arc innately anti-Semitic
then every Arab and every Palestinian is
an enemy.

Security turns into 1 requirement to
drive out the enemy or crush them to
the point where there can be no more
resistance — no more stones thrown or
rockets fired.

Perhaps what they need is secure
borders.

But the borders are never secure because
beyond them to Lebanon and Syria in the
Morth, to Jordan in the East, to Egyptin
the South-West are more than a hundred
million Arabs and Muslims with whom it
15 their role as imperialism’s watchdog to
be in conflict. and millions of Palestinian
:r-::ﬁJ__q,tﬂ; who ::fﬁl.'jn.n-:ly continte to dream
of returning to their homeland.

So the borders must be extended and
extended again and the enemy within must
be subdued and subdued again.

So there is permanent war. And so the
desire creeps up for some way out: for
some “final solution’.

Thus, in the grimmest of dialectics,
Zionism, born out of racism and con-
firmed by genocide, irself becomes ever
maore racist and g-a:nm:id.ﬂ.

Was there an alternative? Yes — the
alternative of Marx, Luxem h-LLrE Trotsky
and innumerable other Jewish socialists,
leftists and workers, n.'Lmr.!].r not fo set
off in search of a Jewish state in a non-
existent vacant place but to stay and
fght anti-Semitsm and the capjt.ﬂiﬁt
society that gave rise to it as an integral
part of the international struggle of the
working class.

And essentially that remains the al-
ternative today - only, tragically, it must
now also include as part of its perspective
the defeat of Zionism and imperialism
in Palestine and the Middle East by the

Arab masses and their international allies.
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In our hundreds, in our millions

By Dave O Farrell
I srael s murderous assault on Gaza - and the

continued Oppression of the Palestinian

pu.up|-:' has ga [[)'r anised support and soli-
darity not only across Ireland but around
the world.

Thousands have taken to the streets across
the country to protest the actions of the
Isracli government.

Protesters also condemnied the Irish govern-
ments decision — along with the other EU
states — to abstain in a N vote to establish
an inquiry into Isracls war crimes in Gaza
and called for the expulsion of the Tsracli
Ambassador and trade sanctions against the
Jp::r:h-:id state.

National movement

At least 5,004 people marched o the Diept.
of Forcign Affairs in Dublin — the fourth

major demonstration in the capital since the

current attack on Gaza began.

Several hundred also protested outside che
Drail when the Seanad was recalled to discuss the
situation in Gaza, while thousands more have
talken part in “dieins” to remember the dead,
chow mll-.{.mt'r to the Palestinian |:l-:-::-p]: and
condemn the inaction of the Irish Government
and the international community.

In Belfast 2,000 people demonstrated in
the city centre while smaller demonstrations
took place across the city incuding protests ar
the BBC aver their shamehully biased coverage.

In Derry protesters have marched in their
thousands through the city and also held a
highly symbolic protest across Derry's Peace
Bridge - in dehance of a ban imposed by the
company which manages the bridge.

People have also shown their solid arity
with protests taking place in towns and cit-
ics the length and breadth of the country.

Hundreds marched in Cork, Galw ay,
Limerick and Waterford while demonstra-
tions have also taken place in Sligo, Clonmel,
Bundoran, Ennis, Menagh, Killarney, Armagh,

Drogheda, Gorey and many other locations.

International Wave of Protest
The protests in Ireland are also part of a
wave of international protest against Israel’s

by ]
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ongoing oppression of the Palestinian people.

Tens of thousands have protested across
Europe.

Around 100,000 marched in London and
protests also took place in Berlin, Barcelona,
Milan, Stockholm, Madod, Amisterdam and
elsewhere.

In Paris thousands defied a ban on protest
— and a large police presence - to show their
outrage and solidanty.

In th-:. LISA r.r-::nwds of up to 50,000 have
prote sted outside the W Ejt-.huus-. while
10,000 protested in Chicage and thousands
more demonstrated across the country from
Boston and Mew York to San Frandsco and
Seattle.

Thousands more have protested in coun-
trics from all corners of [E globe.

Thousands demonstrated in Sidney,
Australia. '

Demonstrations have been held in

Tunisia, South Africa, Jordan, Chile, Brazil,
Morocco, Pakistan, Zimbabwe, Nigenia,
Costa Rica and many other locations far
too numerous to fist.

Eu]n:ntt — Divestment

— Sanctions

In addition to mass demonstrations against
the Isracli onslaught in Gaza we have
also seen an intensification of calls for a
boycote of Isracli produce.

Boycott actions have taken place across
the country with activists removing Israeli
goods from the shelves and demanding
that shops stop stocking goods from the
Apartheid State.

The campaign of Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions against Isracl is essential
because even when the murderous artacks
on Gaza have ended the oppression of the
Palestinian people will continue.

The town of Kinvara in Galway has
become the first Irish town to collectively
hoycott Israeli goods while workers in a
bml rth's toy store in Dublin removed all
Israeli pn:uduc[s from the shelves.

Despite the owners of the com-

'llll,ll .II'. __‘Irr'l.ll |r-| -h |""' i !'f_'|

any reversing the decision the workers
E.w-: given a great example to other
workers.

Like the refusal of the Dunnes Stores
workers to handle p:udum trom Apartheid
South Africa, actions by workers refusing
to handle Israeli guud: - and demand-
ing that their Unions support them in
their actions — can provide a focus for
opposition and play a crucial role in del-
egitimising Lsracls status as 2 supposedly

CMOCTatic state.

It is vital that we not only support
the demonstrations and protests but also
support the stance taken by the people
of Kinvara and the workers in Smyths.

[srael - A lunatic state losing control

By Trevor Hogan

It |.1-:g.m with a ]:-h.-nm: call from the Israeli
embassy. The voice on the line was paolite
and well mannersd.

“Trevor, we would like ':t-:.rr_wu CAme N
to the c:mlu;wv she said, "m we could
-:x]_'-|am the situation to you." I was caught

guard.
Hm!. did they get my mobile number?

S0 I stumbled.

“I'll get back to you.”

The MV Saoirse

It was 2011 and I had just been invited on
bsaard the Irish ship, the MV Sacirse. to
take part in the upcoming Hotilla to Gaza.

I had recently retired from plaunq
professional rugby due to a knee injury and
was cager to contribute in whatever way
prmsihh: to the Palestinian CAMpalgn.

Asa rugl'n player, my involvement in
the ship received a small bit of attention in
the media.

Mow the lsracli Embassy wanted to
‘explain’ and correct my views of the
injustice in Palestine.

After the call, T gathered my thoughts.

What could they possibly say to me that
would justify the callective pumahm-:—nr of
the 1.8 million Palestinians in Gaza?

Knowing the racist bile and fabrications
for which the Israch n:'m%u:;s}' in Dublin
is famous, the act of even meeting the
officials there would, 1 believe, have been
used against me.

So, I decided against ringing them back,
ignored their follow up call. and packed
my bags for the flotilla.

My experience with the other Irish
passengers aboard the MV Saoirse
reinforced my view of the lengrhs Isracli
apologists will go to in order to distort the
narrakve.

Their central tactic is, of course, to lie.

They lied to the public, saying that we

Trisl Rﬂgtfv_}lpfri}m
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qunEﬂHﬂr aﬁongsiﬂrr thowusands a_il"u-nrrers- in Dbl last Sﬁru'reiﬂ}l

were intercepted in Israeli warers, when we
were In fact, kidnapped in international
e

They then tried to make us sign a
Sociimicnt saying we had “entered Isracl
illegally”, when we had no intention of
ever entering [sracl.

Each u:l.11. they lied about when we
would be released.

Lies

Such deception is a feature of how the
Isracli state functions. Even the historical
narrative surrounding the state’s emergence
is saturated with untruths.

A central plank in this foundational
myth is that Israel rﬁpnnd-:d in ‘self
defence’ after the invasion of surrounding
Arab States, who allegedly encouraged

Palestinians to leave their homes.

What actually eccurred, as catalogued
l1} llan Pa pe, Was that Israel, from the
Dutset uFtﬁ:e 1948 war, engaged in an
offensive pu:.'-|i-.j.' to t:hnicn"y cleanse the
indigunnus pupu]ntiﬂn.

Palestinians were forcchully expelled
from their homes, as part of a systematic,

re-mieditated Zionist strategy, L1ﬂ-:d
PMan Dalet’, that lead, in the space of six
months, to the destruction of 53 1villages
and the uprooting of almost 300,000
ople.

Still, the false portrayal of Israels actions
as ‘defensive was repeated and re-stated
in all of Israel’s wars, from 1956 to 1973,
and continues up to the present massacre
in Gaza.

In June this year, the Isracli government

supressed and gagged the media, when they
knew the three umr:_gg-:v- ish settlers had
dicd within hours of their disappearance.

Then during the course of their
onslaught, the Isracli military lied

-.atr.'q:”'r about the l'u:rm!:-mq of T'ERA
si:[:uun (as well as hospitals and refugee
camps), and even when they arc later
torced to admit their crimes, for cample
in the case of the Beit Hanoun school, they
lic again saying there was no one there at
the time.

Losing legitimacy
]I'I-LDHSLI'Ig'- thuugh the lies are no
longer :L-;.u:tp'r-:.-:l by the wider |:|-u|:u|n:
Though it may be clinging on in some
of the mainstream media, Isracl has clearly

lost control of the narrative, and of the
battle for public epinion.

This is evident in the e:-:pl-::nsjun of
boycott actions in Ireland alone, over the
lase few weeks.

From the town of Kinvara, to the
E:-‘.-;:h-::qu-:r bar in Dublin, to the workers of
Smyths toys and Supervalu shops — people
arc sending the clear message that Minister
Charlie Flanagan and the Irish government
have .1|.11."»m.:|r1 failed to — saying clearly
thae Isracls war crimes will not o
unpunished.

I]-:s||:|itr.'. the pathetic attempts of, in
particular, the Israeli embassy in Dublin,
the mask of Zionism is shppmq,

And the people of Gaza and Palestine
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How Can Palestine Be Free?

‘FROM the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free!" But how is
that freedom to be achieved? The
question is a real and difficult one.
Consider the odds.

Isracl’s annual military budget stands
at approximately £ 16,000 million which
equals 6.2% of its GDP — one of the
highest proportions in the world.

In the last 66 years the Israeli Defence
Force has wa.gcd 24 wars, which makes
it one of the most battle-trained armed
forces in the world.

The Isracli air force has 875 combat
aircraft and 286 helicopters.

The Palestinians have no air force
at all.

The Isracli Navy has three nuclear
capable submarines and 15 combat
vessels.

Palestine has no navy. Israel has 8,500
tanks — the Palestinians none. And so
it goes on,

This military inequality is under-
pjn:wd l'.-_1.' an eCoOnOINIC im:qu.ﬂ;.:}'
which is just as great.

Isracl has a per capita GDP of
£42,000, above the UK, Japan, Italy
and the EU average.

The West Bank and Gaza per capita
CGDDP stands at $2500 - less than 1716
that of Israel.

Plus Israel has the consistent support
of the United States — the world's most

owerhul superpower — as well as the
E.L-.'king of the EU.

Gaiven this massive disparity, any idea
of a Palestinian military victory over
Israel is out of the gquestion - no matter
how courageously [L]]'u.- Palestinians resist.

A two-state solution?

If US and EU support tor Isracl was
somehow a I.‘.|1i.:-it.=|E-: or based on mis-
guided sympathy for the Israclis. perhaps
as a result of the powerful pro-Isracli
lobby, then perhaps the US could be
persuaded to change its policy and
Israel, which depends on US fund-
ing, could be brought to heel.

Unfortunately this is a false hope.
US {and ELN) support is not an
error or based on sentimental
considerations.

From their point of view,
the point of view of Impe-
rialism, Israel is key ally in
the region which plays a
crucial role as a watch dog
for western interests and a
bulwark against any tide
of Arab nationalism thart
might threaten US conerol
of the oil supplies.

The ELT and US will nor
develop a conscience — they
will continue to baclk Israel.

Because of this balance of
forces many genuine support-
ers of Palestine lose hope in the
goal of real freedom from the dver
to the sea” and instead serdle for che
idea that Palestinians should ar least
be given their own independent state,
albeit a smaller and weaker one than
Israel — the so-called two state solution.

Unfortunately every day, every year
that passes makes it clear that Israel

will not allow the establishment of

such a state.
Indeed they are bent on making it
impossible.

Defeating Zionism

Palestine will not be freed through a deal.
For Palestine to be free the political

force and state that is Zionism must

be defeated.

Sadly, the Palestinian people on their
own lack the power to do this.

Mor will the ‘international commu-
nity i.c. the West, come to their aid,
There is also no prospect of the Isracli
people themselves having a change of

heart.

The Isracli working classes are organi-
cally linked to Zionism and have been
since before the foundation of the state:
they benehit hugely from the oppres-
ston of the Palestinians, which is why
85-90% back the slaughter in Gaza.
This leaves only one option: the Arab
masses of which the Palestinians are
an integral part.

There are Aj.'!-r.u'vc:mcimm:-.'ljpr 350
million Arabs in Morth Africa
and the Middle East, includ-
ing 86 million in adjacent
Egypt. the vast majoricy
ofwhom are workers and

pcasants.

The cause of Palestine

15 dear to these people.
Together they would
have the ability to de-
feat Fionism and create
a secular democratic
state in Palestine where
Arabs and Jews would
live as eq uals,
What holds them back
is the corrupt and dicta-
torial nature of the Arab
regimes, backed by the US,
who have consistently betrayed
the Palestinians.

It is no accident that Egypt under the
dicrator Al-Sisi completes the blockade
of Gaza by cdlosing the Rafah crossing.

But as the Arab Spring showed, the
Arab masses have rli:: POWET to OVEr-
throw these regimes.

In carly 2011 huge revolutionary mass
mobilizations and strikes brought down
long established dicrators in Tunisia and

Egypt in a matter of weeks.

These mobilizations then spread to
Libya, Bahrain, Syria and Yemen in a
vast revolutionary wave.

The dynamic of revolution
In the event these revolutions were halted
and beaten back by immense repression
and political sabotage.

But had they succeeded, and espe-
cially if the Egyptian working class had
taken power, they would have unleashed
a revolutionary dynamic that would
have torn down the walls of Gaza,
ended the isolation of the Palestinians
and together with them destroyed the
Apartheid Zionist state.

Beaten back they may have been,
but the causes of the Arab revolutions
— the impoverishment and rage of the
masses and the deadly threat of rising
tood prices — have not gone away and
the Syrian Revolution is still resisting,

The Arab workers and peasants will
rise again.

Their victory will be the victory af
the Palestinians and the defeat of im-
perialism in the Middle East.

And just as Tahrir Square and the
Egyptian Revolution inspired the
Owccupation of the Squares in Spain.
Greece and America, so the Arab
Revolution will give an immense im-
petus to revolutionary struggle here and
internationally.

This is '-'-.'h}' everything we do now
in solidarity with the Palestinians here
and everywhere, and which assists their
survival and resistance is also part of
the struggle for a better socicty here
and internationally.



